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CHAPTER vm. R
/THB MONK'OF ST. STEPHENS, ' - - .

. _green.bly “with® thie :last. wish. expressed by the
notorious: Dugarre, when he left; the castle in ciatody
of: what ‘was ‘supposed to be'the kmg s soldiery, his
'lordship departed . next day for the capiol to learn
the'details” of -the charges that.were to be brought
against ‘his friend, -and to aid him- &s best he could,
at court, in his emergenoy. . His astonishment may
well ‘be:. “couceived, upon .his arrival there, to hear
" thatino’ suoh Aarrest had been ordered, 1o such per-
Bon‘as Dugarre was-known by the gavernment, and
that the: Kin&s Guard bad not been absent, at all,
from the palncel
. What'all this flat contradiotion slgnlﬂed his lord-
shlp wns‘ut_terly unable to comprehend.. The Guard
of his .mojesty had been nt-his door, and in the
- name-of ‘tho: king they had demanded tho delivery
of the abbo’s'person, - e was “surb™ enough of this,
and the’domal of it grently confused_ him. Ho met
several officers of the: Guard, .and he was quite cer-
tain, that among tho ranks, he recognized thres or
four of the’ very soldiers who formed a. pnrt of the
detachment on ‘that ocoasion, .
“The-importunities of. his Jordship were at ﬁrst ro-
oeived as - tho hallucinations of & lunatic. Eventu-

ally. liowever, he contrived to make the nuthorities :

believo that he was neither drunk nor orazy, and he

effeoted an audrenee with thoee who entcrtamed his .

oomplnint, for the time being “The. lntervxew‘ rei
sulted in convincing them thut euoh an ocour
rence as he described hnd renlly taken pluce. and
that ;n - ‘officer of the Church had actually been
taken away by a military forco, who were plainly
disguised, for the purpose, in the uniform of his
Majesty’s, Gunrds.

When this fact was at length estubhshed to the
sutxsfeotxon of the Portuguese nuthorrtles, active
measures Were. at once put on foot to inveatigate the
smgulnr affair, and to bring the _perpetrators of tho
outrage o’ punlshment-—nf they ‘could be found !
s le.tter provlso, however, was a very serious
qusliﬂcution to thelﬁ promise given to his lordship.
«For, while the compldinant was" passing four or five
days at the. capital, investigating the subject, and
trying to uﬂ'ord information, as far as it was possible
for him toﬂdo. in reference to this curious incident,
the captors of the “abbe ” had made good their re-
treat, and Dugnrre was & solitary prisoner, far be-
yond the’ reach either of his friends or the authori:
ties of the _province. At this same time, also, nu-
other descent upon the Ciatle of Esilrone, for aa-
other purpose, was well nigh consummated—of the
details of which his lordship was not only entxrely
lgnornnt. ‘but of. whioh he did not ‘entertain the
slightest susplmon.

One dny had passed; dfier tho. arrest of Dugarre, .

lordshlp started from home. His journey
to tho capital ocouple!l two days more. He tarried
there. nesrly fivo dnys, ocoupled by his cfforts to ob:
taina hearing, and-to éxplain matters, subsequently,
and it reqmred two days more for his retorn Jjourney
home ‘again;* Thus’ upwards’ of ten “days had ex-
pired’ durlng his absence, and since. his friond, the
# abbe,” had been' thus scnndnlously stolen from be-
nedth the walls. of Esllrone by an nrmod mob, or &
olan of baudits, - ~yet to be discovered. His lordship
waa deeply chagrined at’this’ mortxfylng affair, but
he ‘was destlned to be still more deeply annoyed dnd
alarmed, on lns return to the eustle, ut‘ter his vmt to
the oity. - :
As soon os thé curgo of the Ruven hnd been tnken
' oare of Ostrello sent for his confidante, .
*.#Malech,” hé eaid, “ I.desire to commumeute with

therinmntes of the castle weo visited a day or two 4

slnoe. . Cnn you gain entrance there 97

4T oan . try, captain. Ido not know what muy

prevent H but if it cin be done, I wlll exeeute your
'orders.” ’
« How vull you ohtmn ndmxttance - :

' «T oannot say, captain,” replied Mnlech i *but, »
he continued, ‘on reflection, « I think I can manage
it; perbaps’ disguised as & confessor, This  good

- "abbe’ is now absent, and they may ‘bo glad of the
. opportunity to meet a priest among them, within the
- oastle walls, even temporarily,”

" . uExcollont—excellent, Malech | cjaculated Os-

- trello, at onco perceiving the aptness of this Pl‘opo s

. 8al. .+ That is just tho thing, Malech, - Go and pre
pare for an immediate journey thither, Capital !
" Upon my word it couldn’t havo been better,” con-
tinued the captain, highly pleased with this appa-
" rently feasible scheme,

In.a brief space of time Mnlech appeared again
before his master, who laughed outr:ght as he be.
“held ‘him enter the apartment in his' monk’s dis-
guise.

“ Ha, hal very good—very good I” exclaimed Os-
“trello.” « Verily, Malech, you are skilled .in transfor-
mations.. Now to business.”

His attendant was_attired in o plain dress of

" black, his heed bad been' shaved olose about the

.| municate with the -household, .

-|: - wAs usual, Malech,  And what did you | leurn o
« That our late ruse, in the arrest of Dugnrre, com- _

temples, his. hair was cut very short, and. his cowl
and girdle, oross and bauds, were all complow ‘He'
looked his character perfectly.

“ What are' my son’s wrshes ?” seld Mulech with
mock reverence,

The captain smiled, and said, * go to the Castle a

‘| Bsllrone . a8 rapidly as horse ond bear you.. Find

entrance to the inner court, ov by some means com-
Loarn what has be-
come -of your friend, -* Father Dugarre,’ .the -*good '

‘abbe,’ ‘a8 they onll him. Ascertain how his arrest is

understood and received there, and " learn whatever

‘else may be of Interest to 1o in that locality. Find
" | your _way back as quickly as you go, good Maleoh,
1 and tell'me how I may reward your promptness and

fidelity. ”

“ 41 will return forthwnh » snld Mnleeh i aud'he
was sbon dashing across the country, at' full ‘speed,
upon his mportant errand, .He reached: the castle:
grounds at. an early hour on the followmg day, and-
having léft his horse behind hlm, two miles distsnt
in. the forest, " ‘he - -arranged - his dress again, and’
gtarted on foot, in his priestly robe to -gain’ (ulmlt-
tance to the premises,

At about ten o'clock the atteudunt at the euter
gnto reported ‘that a confessor from Saint Stophens
craved udmittance to the castle, and inquired for his
worthy brother, .the good *Abbe Dugarre. He was
admitted at once-to -the reception room, whera he
was met by. the stowhrd, the governess and Eugenie,
who came ‘to oravo’ the blessing of their ghostly
friend. After: partaking of.a generous .goblet of
rare wine; he again fnquired for Dugarre, and smiled

‘within himself ‘as~he listened to the story of the

valinnt and brave-hearted steward, -

" He learned, from this well-fed meuial, that-Father -
Dugarre had just been called away from the castle
by n snmmons from his-Majesty, the King, who gent -
a handsome; escort for him, (to use the stoward’s
veralon,) seleoted from his own private Guards. This

“egoort,” he continued, consisted of about fwo.hundred
‘soldiers, and was commanded by brave-and gallant
The abbe, he said, was loth to leave the,
castle, even for the brief space of time that his
Majeaty dusired his-attendance ; but he- would very“r

officers.

8000 return. :
He further learned that his lordship hnd been ub-

sent a fow dny, also, having gone to the capital to
‘aid in expedifing the abbe’s return, eto. 3 all of which :
Wiore gratifying to the.pretended || ¢hoir way to Esilrone.
monk, inasmuch as ho knew exactly where Dugarre :

ely he was to be *

information was t

was at that moment, and how
released from the imprisonmeft he did not doubt he
richly deserved.

Eugenle listened to all that was smd but she felt
very certain- that the steward was entirely jn the
dark as to his" knowledge of the fate of the .abbe.
Sho feared for the result, however. She knew the
dogged and determined charaoter of her. guardian,
and she was uncasy when ho departed for the’oapi-
tal, for it was olear to ker mind that Dugarre had

been taken away elsewhere, and she-was quite sure

that the king had had very little to do with it. As
goon a8 this should have been discovered, there was &
prospeot. that other parties would:be sought out, if
possible, and the life of her lover and his frionds,
whoover they were, would instantly be periled, -

-The stray monk regretted that father Dugarre, his -

old friend and companion, as he described.him, was

‘thus, absent ; but he would - come again, when his
‘duties permitted, and meet him at the castle ata

future day.

forest, threw asido his cowl and cap, mounted his
steed, and pushed his favorite Jennie to her utmost

speed to rench the cavern of ‘his master with the -

least possible delsy.

_ CHAPTER, IX,
- THE NEWS AND ITS OOVSEQUENOEB.

Tho ouptmn]wns sitting nlone in his pnvste apart-
| steward, the gallant en.ptmn raised his onp to the ap-

ment, anxiously awniting the -arrival of Malech,

| when the sound of hurried Footsteps greeted his ear,
«Who -comes ¢ demnnded !
‘{ Ostrello, ag'tle door opened hastily.

in the outer passage.

# It is I, captain—your servant, Malech.”

“u Now—thanks for your speedy return-—what
news?" o

ruMy mission was successful, ouptmn.

pletely mystified them ull at Esllrone » _

L owGood ]y - -

- #They believed that hxs Mnyesty 8 gunrd eocorted
the abbe from the cnstle ;- and as yet they continue
80 to think.- But an unexpeeted turn has'ocourred

in the mntter—nt least,\to my thinking,” contmued . ‘ ;
"1 of Ostrello followed close upon their master's traoks.

Muleeh : '-,\

~« And what ig that o
«The lord of tho castle has gone to the cnpltul »
«To the capital] For what 'purpose ‘?” SRR

ma—so I am informed.”

 That will explode our dlsgulso." )

« Of course. And ag goon as 1 heard this fact, T
put spurs to Jennio and returned, preauming that'
this might interfero with some future arrangemonts
that you might have in prospeetlvo, regnrdmg your'
affairs at the castle.”

“You did rightly, Malech. New, tell me, how 3

soon cnn his lordship return?”
“I have no means of knowing; but not under
.four days, probebly,” replled his attendant,
8o I think, Malech, so' I think,” continued the

captain, thoughtfully, « What time does the moon
riso to-night 2”7 . :

" 4 At quarter to nine.” ‘

*Collect the guaard who accompnmed us to'the

castle lntely, Let them be {thoroughly armed and
well mounted. Procure s fresh’ horse for yourself
and be ready with your men ut eight o'clock. Iwnll
lead them as before.”
- w[ ghall not fail, captain,” gaid Malech, promptly
._“Now, then, my noble lord of Fisilrone, we will see
how far your power extends toward tho furthor im-
prisonment and persecution of that gentle girl,” ex-
olaimed- Ostrello, a3 his attendant closed the door.
o1 wnll rescue her, Now is tho fitting opportunity.
We shall reach the castle by ‘nightfall ou the mor-
row, and wo will ascertain whet a few brave hearts
and stout hands—if need be—oan do toward libera-
ting n ohild of innodence from the oppression of av-
arice and cold-hearted selfishness. I will shed no
blood, if it can bo’ avoided. I'will try stratagem
once more ; but [ will not leave the cnstle. peaceably,
without my prize,” continued Ostrello, ﬂrmly. o

He gave orders'immediately - that no communioa-
tion whatever should be had wlth his prisoner, Du-
garre, during his contemplated- absence, except to
furnish his food, as usual. -He ‘then attired himself|
i his greea hunter’s dress, placed his pistolg in his
breast, and unxlously awoited the monient when he
should depart ‘upon his newly- plunned enterprise.
Hae folt pretty well satisfied that if his lordshlp were
still absent, he would have httl(—trouble in oarrymg
his point—to wit, the abdiction of - Eugénio’; for he
was convinced in his own miud “that she would not
hesitato to join him a3 soon a8 hio had the opportuni-
ty to show her his intontions. If, unluolnly, the lord
of Esilrone had returned, before He could again reach
tho castle, he would first usoertaln ‘the’ fact, and
avoid an alterpation, relying upon “his own addross
and management for a fortunate’result to his ‘under-
takmg He felt assured, howevl:r, that hls lOl‘dShlp
would not reach’ the castle first, 4nd thus he hoped to
sucoced without encountering se%ous opposxtlon. e

At elght o'olook, the sound of the well-known sig
nal for starting was heard, an on; the lnstunt .
dozen well:armed and resolute mpd Spr g_iuto thexr
seddlee,«s.s Ostrollo, impatient of & iu?egl ry e
lay; made his ajpoatance nnd gave the ordor to  ad

“I| vance?” The elang of .xapidly moving horses was

thunder.
| which Eugenie was mounted, he dashed bolilly round,-

licard down the raving for a fow minutes, and the
dpirited riders, led gallantly on by their intrepid
commaader, Ostrello, were quiokly out of sight, on

The over ready and, faithful Malech, attired as a
lame and orooked meadicant, was sent forward to the
vicinity of the castle to reconnoitre, immediately on
the arrival of the band in gight of the premises.
After an'hour’s absence he hobbled back, and report-

ed that he had met with o servant belonging to his’

lordship’s household, of whom he asked alms, but
who reforred him to those who had means to aid the
poor, in highor places than he occupied. Upon fur
ther parley, he ascertained that the lord of the cas-

tle was still absent, but was hourly expected to ar-’

rive from his visit to the ocapital. The #King's
Guard,” led on by the gaily dressed hunter, then im-
medintely emerged from the forest, and dashed-bold-
ly up to the bridge that crossed the moat. They met
with no dil‘ﬁeulty in gaining an entrance to the court-
yard, Ostréllo saying only, “In the name of the
King I as he dashed to the gato, which was thrown
wido open to permlt the ingress of his « “ Majesty’s
Guards,” - -

As good fortune wogld seom to have ordered it, at

| the moment of thelr entrnnce in front, & young lady
And having esoertmned all that he could reudxly ‘

learn, he departed, as he came, retived orf foot to the .

was seon tulvunemg “from the rear of the castle,:
mounted oi1 & benutll‘ul animal, with a slngle attend-
ant near her.: It was I}ugeme and her trusty « pens-
ant.” - They wereJust dbout to leave for their morn-
ing's ride, whioh was limited to within the walls of

the great park ; and instantly the fair nder recog-
" nized, in the hunter, the person of her lover.’

.. An exchange of glnnees seemed to satisfy both Qs-
trelle and Eugenie that the contemplated plan was
understood. - While Malech ‘spoke briefly with the

proaching fair one, end smd qmckly, as she passed
near.him: :

“ Nows”

“1s it safo " she replled ina whlsper. R
.« Certain;” said Ostrello.

4 Yea-—yes,” answered Eugenie.
: ¢ Guards—wheel "’ shouted Ostrello, in &' voice of
‘Then seizing the bridlo of the horse _upon

and leaving his attendanta to cover his retreat, he

.| darted through the gate, crossed the bridge, and flew

across the country toward the forest, with Eugeme
safely by his side.

‘There was no opportunity for alteroation, explunn-
tions or apologies for this coup do main.  The band

The people at tho onstle wero momentarily panie.
struck and bewildered at this singular scene, and be.

'} ing unarmed, they could not recover until it was too
«To nid and counsel Father Dugnrre in hlB dllem- .

late. The steward and his asscciates saw the flying
horses for a fow moments ; they beheld “their young
mistress as sha dashed over the ground, supported
by the stranger in the green hunting dress; and
when they found their tongues, and essayed to speak
or aot, tho fugitites were far out of sight, still hur-
rying madly on, aund followed closely up by the stur
dy, faithful comrades of Ostrello.
« They have stolen Eugenie!” cried the governess,
«Shp has eloped,” said the steward. ,
«Thoy have arrested her,” added the butler. '
- #Yes, they wero the King’s Guards,” rejoined the
m. s R

- # A willing prisoner,” muttered a servant.

" wBound the alarm-bell I shouted the steward. g

“ What for ?”” inquired the gatekeeper.

“ Wo must pursue them. Hasten—"

“ Bosh I replied the armorer; «they are far be-
yond your reach, and 'you may 84ve your powder
and your horseflesh.” -

Regrets and orders and counter-orders were vain,
The result of all was, that the drawbridge was se-
cured, the gate was closed, and the faithful, shrewd
and valiant defenders of the Castle of Esilrone re-
tired to their respective quarters, to reflect upon what
would probably be the result, fo them, of this most’
unfortunato and astonishing piece of nudamty, when
his lordship should return.

- In the very midst of their lamentnhons, and mu-
tual charges against each other for negleot of duty
and action in the premises, the bell sounded amd his.
lordship arrived in hot haste.

- #Up with the draw-bridge!” he shouted as. he
passed it ; * secure the gates—see to the oastle doors
—admit no person here without my special licensé ;
and seo to it, on your lives, that no one passes out
without my written order {7 ~ And :then e sprang
from his weary steed-and entered his castle portal,

. In a few minutes he summoned “his confidantes
around him; and informed ‘ them" that Dugarre was
tho viotim of treachory and deceit. The govern-
ment knew ‘nothing of the purported “arrest; the
«King’s Guards ”” were personated only for the mo-
ment, and the gang who had borne the good abbe.
away were undoubtedly bandittii. The author-
ities had proclaimed them robbers and outlaws, and
a price had been set upon their heads,

& See to-it,” he continued, madly, *see to it, min-
jons, that we are not thus surprised again ! Look to
your posts—guard well'the parksand avenues—and, -
if you value your lives, I oharge you suffer no repeti-
tion of this miserable outrage to disgrade'the charao-
ter of the defonders of' Esilrore Castle. -Away, and
send Eugentie hither !”” shouted his lordship, boiling
with rage and ohngrm a8 he thought of thls discom-
fiture,

“Go; T repent l" yelled the lord of Esrlrone, “ snd
bid my ward attend me? : -

Bat tio one wont, s One after- another fell upon his

kides, “oF prostrats at His Peet jaud - his- lordship |

stood confounded at the exhibition.

« What meaus all this?”” he said, in a voice terri-
ble from its sarcastic calmness, «Up, I say,and
sond Eugenie here!”

#8he is—pgone /” ventured the steward, at last.

“ Qono I” repeated the nobleman. * Who—gone ?
and whither, man 9”

#Carried off I” mumbled the steward.

«Eloped ” added ‘amother.

4 Run away —""

s 8tolenI”” .said the armorer.

« By whom ?—and how—and when—or whero ?”
sorenmed his lordship.

«The King's Guards came, this mormng—

4’8 death and confusion!” yelled the lord of
Esilrone, as he clutched the speaker by the throat,
and stopped his further utterance; “if you but
speak the name of that reptile band again in my
hearing, by all the saints, I'll strangle youl Tell
we, whero i ig my- -ward 7

But his ravings were all in vatn. He learned the
story, finally ; and when he eventually concluded to
attompt o pursuit of the fugitives, Eugenie was

safoly bestowed, out of the reach of his fury or his

whims, forever | v

CHAPTER X,
PLANNING FOR TIE FUTURE. °

At the period when our story dates, the road, or
roads, from Torres and Cintra down the Tagus valley
to Lisbon, were rudo and irregular, The way passed
over deep- gulches, rugged mountaing, and broken.
vales, at times; and ‘civilization had not extended
her protecting arm over. that portion of. the country
lying to the west and northward of Esilrone. A few
old castles only were stattered hero and there, upon
the broad space of rugged and unbroken countiy,
and, except a single isolated vineyard or two, with

.its humble house under the broad. hill-side, there

were little signs of life among those wilds, save
when. the beasts of tho forest, the bandits.of the
mountains, . or the: shore smugglers, moved nbeut
from their hiding places, from time to time;

At ovéning, the partyof horsemen holted at.the

spot designated by their lender—Ostrello. having-

gome time previously falleri in tho rear of his men,
accompanied only by Malech.and - his prize. ~Turn-

ing aside into a path unknown to any of his com-
-rades, and leading to a small hut, proteoted by a

broad hill on the north, and so surrounded by dense
foliage, and vines,and stalwart trees, as to be al-
most inapproachable, save to the initiated roamer in
.that region, ho drew up before its humble ddor, nnd
alighted.

« Come, Eugenie,” he smd affectionately; «1let us
tnrry here, and obfain refreshment—which you
must feel the need of, surcly. You’ll find the good
woman who dwells in this humble cot a friend of
mine ; and she will render you comfortable while
we wait. Tomorrow I will-€xplain to you what [
sec you so much desire to know. Trust me, Eu-
genie; you shall havo no causo to regret this day’s
work. Malech!”
~ #Yes, senor,” replied his confidante.

". «8eo ta the harses, and obtain somo rest. Answer
no querics here, if any.are_propoundoed.”

«T hear, and -know no details of aught that tran.
spires, captain, you know. Bui this is a new busi-
ness for us, eh 7 )

“By-and-by, Malech, I will explain everything
that you may desire to know. To bed, now, for I

_ have business for you at early daybreak.”

f

| genie had been subjeoted, notmthstnnding her nstur

Upon entering the hut, a degree of neatness and'
nicety in the humble dwelling, by no means com~
mon under such homely exteriors, was apparent
from the .threshold. TE atronly woman -of the
house conducted her su jny arrived guests to an-
other epartment, howaver, beyond “the first one, that
really surprised Eugenie, and made her feel moro at
ense at once, as they entered this well arranged and
preity room. She stepped upon & goft, rich carpet§
the little’ low windows were shadowed with haund-
some curtains ; the furniture was very good, though -
antiquo in style; and the entiro apartment hadan-
air of neatness and beauty that could not have boen
suspected from a glance at the outside of this small

and sequestered dwelling, which was 50 neolnted e.o.d

remote from the world. LT A

- ¥ 8ii, my lady,” said the woman, whom OQstrollo
called Moinette ; * ind remove your habit. We mll
have o meal prepared directly.” Lo
“ Where is your husbnnd Momstto o usked the
duptnm. N
* # Gone to the lnke, thls morning, he mll soon ré
turn.” :
¢ Be content, Eugenle,” said . Ostrello,e. momeu
afterward, * and do not be-curiousor anxious. ' Rely
on me ; all will be quickly explsined » Lo
He pnssed into the other room for :& moment ‘and
meeting the woman there, he said, | " .Call me Ant i
here, and caution Otho, when' he oomes in, | to'do th :
same. We shall.leave tomor[ow. Lot..the hdy
have tho best attendance, and aak no questlons 0
any one” . D
Following npon the hnrsh exerolse to whleh Eu

.“

al doubtaand youthful fenrsat the preoxpltste and &
traordlnury step sho had just ‘taken, she' slept A,
compn.rntive quiet. She had become despernte from
thio restrictions she had been compelled. to submit. to
at tho castle, and she oared but little what might be
her fatro fate, since sho felt that she was no longe 3
answerable ¢ the caprico nnd dlotutlon ol’ the lord
of Esilrone. .

At sunrise,. Meleoh wns rendy to depsrt ngmn.
_4Go forward, Malech, and overtako the ‘meni-ak
our rendezvons. Bid ‘them 'return to head quarters™
directly. I have rescued this young oreature fromy-
the olutch of oppression ; and I'will quickly join you *
at the Eyrie. You hesitate. Isoe. Goon." Jknow
the laws of our tribe, Malech! I am right; she wlll.
not interrupt our business, or intrude ‘up_én .our”;
premises, I have only offered our protecting hand
against injustice and. lordly might that threutened
to crush and overwhelm an bhumble innocent. " Go {
I will account for my conduct, if necessary.”: .

One of the first laws of tho smuggler-band, and
that which was observed ‘with the strictest nicety
among them, was the entire and constant prohibl:
tion of women ¢gmongst them. No wmember of the
band was allowed to associate with the oppusite sex.
and the introduction of a femnle into the camp was
punishable with death, Malech koew this, and Os-
4rello, of course, was not ignorant of tho responsxbl
ty he had assumed in this matter. But he’ha
made up bis mind as to what would suocced’ the
olopement, eventually ; and be hardly dreamed tha
he should haye - succécled in securing his prize o
readily. ie had had his arrangements all made for
weeks, howéver ; and he now found the lady upon
his hands, to be disposed of agreeably’ with the’ 0
quirements for her own comfort and his duty umong"'
his fellows. :

Malech did as ho was direoted. Two wrongs
could not make one right, he contended ; “nod if the,
captain had erred, it was no.part of Ais ‘busineas to
dizobey; besides this, but for his respect fer ce,mp-
rule, he was rather pleased at the captain’a choio
and ‘his rare good fortune. He prooeeded to- the
halting place of the * @uards,” sent them forward,
and then returned ‘again to the place whero he hed
left his' master.

Meantime, durmg Maleoh’s uhseuee, Ostrello ha’d R
consoled the. fair Lugemo with pleasant words and
promises of future hnppmess. Heo gave.her to un-,
derstand that he resided at some distance to. the
north, but had been down to tho vicinity of Esrlrone‘ o
in search of, amusement, when ho first 85w her, and -
had Journeyed ‘to- meet her, a long distance, oftens
times since, - He induced her ta yeceive himasa,
gentloman of - leisure and of ample propesty, wha. © °
was-in no wise embarrassed, and who wauld be
proud and happy only t serve her, and make her
forget all the pains and the fow pleasures thassho & -
was lonving behiad her at tho Castlo of Esilrone; .
'The innocent girl confided in him, hoped for the best,
felt sure that she had forsaken no fricnds in hor .
sudden leave-taking, and promised to follow his fas -
turo fortunes. Ostrello proposed to slart with her, . -
in & few days, or a3 soon ns $ho excitement which
would naturally follow upon suoh an affair had had
time to subside, and go to his ostate in France,
where, at tho proper timo, he woald wed her, and
thoy could thenooforth hope for quiet and happiness,

The enf)tnin loft his young charge in the care of-
Moinette and bher husband, promising to retura for
berln threo or four days, and, in company with Ma .
lech, departed for the camp onoco more.. The immedi-
ato reappedrance of Ostrello among his men allayed. .
at once all foeling and - doubt that might otherwisa
have arisen in their minds, after the Iatd resous of &
female at the Castle; and his instant applicationts .
business, after his arrival, ontirely ro-assured them
that he had entertained no iden of infringipg upon.
their laws, to which he had s6 stmnuously requlred .
obedience from dthers of tho tribe.

But his aotivity at the cavern for tho forty olght :
hours next succeeding his roturn, had hn object in it.
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that his men, who aided in cateylng out Lis shomes
with such nlacrity, Lad Hittle Iden of.

Oatrello had nearly carried Lis polnt. e Lad
enjoyed tho goclety of Lugenle eufliclently long to
begln to value her.  Ifo Lind felt tho warm breath of
her gentle and simple affectlon, ko Lad heard her
protestations, nud ho had ewoern to proteot and
cheelsh her, o could not redeem his promliscs,
unloss Lo gave up tho vagabond lifo he led in tho
mountalns, Eugento could not accompany him. there
—ho did not desire it. Io resolved to leavo the band
bohind him, and 8y from tho sccnes he had so long
dwelt 1n, after scouring such of his cffects as ho
oould readily cscapo with, Eugenio was all inall
to him. Onco resolved, it remained for him but to
consummate his determination,

As goon a8 ho returned, ho commenced to gather
hls means togothof, with a view to quit his smug-
gler-haunt, forthwith, In this resolve ho had no
confidant whatever. . For years, as he contrived to
_ hoard-up his gaing, he had from time to time man-
aged to invest his surplus in the handsof a friendly
banker at Oporto, who paid him round interest, and
farnished him with bills of credit and vouchers for
his money or gold. In his privato lockers, at the
Eyrio, ho had several valuable jewels, and a consid.
erable amount of coin. Theso he secured about his
person, and certain costly merchandise, that bo de-
‘sired to remove, ho caused to bé placed on board the
« Raven,” which was immediately got ready again

- for sen.
- There was nothing unusual in his proparations, it

. being not uncommon often for him to accompany the -

smugglers when goods were removed from their
- gecret places, up and down the const. Thus—though

_ his present plan was finally the result of but a few.

. _hours’ reflection or notice, his comrades entertained

not the slightest suspicion of his ultimate intentions.

. He could with difficulty avoid the temptation to

‘bo avenged upon Dugarre—who was' in his power—

and, when everything had been got ready for his
" final departure—though no one living knew or sus-
peoted his design—he summoncd the prisoner once
.move into his presence, resolved upon an interview

‘that should afford the opportunity for hlm to givo

tho pretended priest a valuable lesson.
- Little did the ronownod Ostrello suspeot, however

whut remained in storo for him, or what intelligence

would be promulgated at this approaching meeting
with Phxhppe Dugurre. .

k CHAPTER XL -
A S'I'ABTIJI\G mnounonmr.

pretended priest’ Immediately appeared': before the
n; who now held his liberty—or his life~—in his
onds.  Dugarre appeared not much the worso for
_his’ 1mprrsonment, and Ostrello was rather nston-
!ahod ‘to ind him looking so well, ind, , moreover, 80
appnrentiy unconcerned about himself,
S § appear," said Thilippe, pompously, “at the
"summons of the august ruler of this realm, to an-
*, #wer to his whims, or to meet the fate’ whioh it moy
‘bo hia pleasurs to accord me” .
‘We have no taste or desire for flawery, speeohes
. ere,” eaid the captdin, promptiy “You have been
| & dosporate scoundrel in your day, Philippe Dugarre,
and you. .deserve.n harsher punishment than it ie my
: . will to inflict upon you, bad ‘ag you are, and have
beeu, 80 long.”.. .
+; .4 In my noble. and valiant oeptoln disposed to be

' ;80 very lenfent, then ? Will the brave officer who, .

et the head of a military corps, arrests and gagsa
.‘{harmiess, unarmed mau, and bears him to a wilder-
. s iike ‘this, condescénd to juform him, after so

maony weary days of imprisonment, that he does not

"ohoose: to be his murderer, too? This is generous
and noble.conduct, of a truth [”
o uBie down, Phlhppe Dugarre,” said Ostreiio. ex.
’ ited by.this impertinent bedring of the false. priest
ugit down, and hear what I have to say to you.”
“Dugarre did as he was direoted, and for & time
ua}snient but -scornful listener to tho words of
Ostrello. N
i1 have. already rominded you,” Phihppe Du.
17 BRTTe, brieﬂy, of your past history, to which yo
" “’have not entered either denial or attempt at defence.
' It is' unnecessary for you to do this, because you

! It was not sufficient that you should have been the
instrnment of ruin to one _poor, futherless ohild; it
;- Was not enough that you should have seized on. nnd
squandered the patrimony of the helpless victim

. response to the summons of his oapturer, the

must be sntisfied that-I-know gou, root and branch. °

whom a dying father. placed in your care, with 50
much oonﬁdenco, you must needs find nnotber being .

i “"whom you could persccute, to gratify your own
; mialioe, or ¢hat of your employer, when the material
and ‘the gubstance of the first had passed beyond
. your reack. ¥ou sought out:the place you have lat-

_teriy ooeupoed, and -swole into the ‘confidence of tho

“Tord of Bsilreno, and there you found another child

 -the sweet Eugcnie—upon whom you have dared
"t proct\oe your cruelty and deception.”

T ¢ :You 2re wrong, Antonio,” said the priest.

-« Do et reply to me, Philippe. Dugarre, with that

: l‘p of soorn, and deny my words, lest I forget my-’

.', gelf, and exush €0 vile a serpent a3 you have proved,

before his time! I tell you, like & coward thief you .

: stoio fnto the cs.stie, under cover of the sacred cloak -

- of prlesthood “and you hava striven, from tbe first

'hour you gaw Eugenie, to poison her whole llfe with .

your aceursed deceit, suggestions and exumpie »

o Her guardian plo.eed her under my rehglous in.
struo—"’

- e Jhught” cxclaimed the captain, mtorruptmg
- him—* what had gou to do with such impious as-
' sumptlon? Did you learn no lesson in your previous
- Yife of erime and deoeption ? Was it not cnough
that you. ‘had the ruin of one unfortunate upon your
goul, that you should again scek for further similar
employment? But your carcor is'at an end, Phil-
ippe Dugarre; and Eugenie, fortunately, is safo
from the perils of your machinations in the future.”

«] ean bide my time,”. said Dugarre, haughtily.
“You have a defenccless man in your power —

« And Eugenie, too, is under my protection,” con-
tinued Ostrello, triumphantly, *8he will return to
the petty tyrant of Esilrone no more!”

. ¢ Hb, ha, ha!” ronred Dugarre, as he sprang to
big fect at this aunouncement, “has my valiant
‘master scized upon the girl Eugenie, also? Then
hins he gained a prize, indeed! The child is comely,
and is worth tho stealing, I know her, Anotonxo—
you do not "

« Philippo Dugarre,”” continued the captain, im-
pressively, «though you have been, and are, the
wretch and coward I have described; though you
will steal, and deocive, aud plot for tbe ruin of any
and all who may- chanco to befriend you; though

~ you are “troacherous at heart, and' unprincipled in
, purposo, though you do not, and will not - Fepent—

and though you sro vow I my power, yat 1 will not

vislg upon yoiir head the punishment you deserve.’
« You aro lenlent, Autonld—vyery lfenlest. And

now, siuce I have liatened to you so pﬁ'eceabiy, will

you, ot suffer mo to enlighten yot upon ono polnt

that moy be of interest to you in your present ol

cumsatances 2"

* What have you to say, then

# Will you hear me ?”

# Go on—~but briefly, for my timo is preclous

Even now Eugenlo awaits my coming. I have ro.

moved her from thg castle, and I purposo to provide

for her, and place her beyond the reaclt of your arts,
and far from the futuro control and cmbarrassment
of tho tyrant of Esilrone, Goonl”

« By what means you havo contrived to remove
Eugenio from tho care of her legal guardian, I know
not, said Dugnrro; “but I presume the same as.
sumption of authority that inveigled mo bither, has
been employed to induco her to fly from the pro-
tection of her friends at Esilrone. Do that as it
may; if you have enticed or forced the child from
the care of her noble ward,'you have perilled ‘her
peace, and tho end is yot to come—remember[”

« If you have aught to say in your defence, speak
it quickly, Philippo Dugarre. I have no leisure, at
present, to bandy words with you, nor do I feel any
inclination to indulge you,” said the captain, grow.
ing impatient.

« 1 have that to tell you, Antonio, which you must
hear,” said the priest, with singular emphasis.

« Must ” retorted the captain, gazing upon his
prisoner for & moment, and doubting if he had heard
aright.

« I would spenk to yon upon & subjeot in which
your weal or woe is now involved, Autonio, too
deeply, to permit even my enemy to romain:in ig-
norance of its import. Will you listen ?”

“ Procced—prooced with your harangue. - But do
not shapo or coin your story with- any hope to in-
timidate me, Philippe. Go on.””

 You havo spoken of the past, and you have dl-
Iated upon your imaginary wrongs ; let me speak to
you jn alike strain, and I will point -you to the
dweihng of an humble woman, who lived, some score
of years ago, or’ less, upon & quiet. river’s bank, in
sunny Spain, within a few short leagues of the home
where first you drew. your breath. ' The gentle
stream that glided past that door was but the type of
her unruffled life, up to the hour when first she met
the ‘youth whom - destiny had formed' to curse her,
aid destroy her future peace. Ho came at evening,
and.she saw in the wily manners of this youth—
whose tongue was supple, and whose face was fiir-—
the being she had pictured in her dreo.ms and whom
she quickly learned {o love.

He came again, and often afterwards was the wel:
come guest beneath her fathor’s roof. He talked to
her of his ample fortune, and of his fair estato and
lands. Ho wooed her thus-—deoelved her from the
outset—and followed up his vantage, until he accom-
plished her rain—then forsook her, fled, and left her
to her fate!*

noticed that his captor did not relish-this .bit of ro-.

mance. *But, I have not yet finished. Listen.

. 1say this heartless youth departed, suddenly, and
nono know whither he bad fled. But, ere o year had
passed, his victim was & weeping mother, In dreary
sadness: she mourned -over the base treachery: of

secret—protected by her fond old father—she nursed
and reared her child, till it had seen some sevén
years, or more; when sickness fell upon her, and
she died, Antonio, invoking Heaven’s blessings on the
father of her babe—forgiving, gentle, uncomplaining,
to her last bour of life}”

"« Stop—stop, Dugarre1” oricd the smuggler chief,
a8 the perspiration burst from his forehead—say
R0 mOre—no more—I will not%isten to your sto-"

# Not yet, Antonio; the sequei is'to come; and it
mil en rtain you, vastly.” The ohild .grew on in
years and beauty. . The’ grandparent quickly fol-
lowed his daughter to the tomb, and- the promising
ohild was placed in charge of those who. cared bug
very little for her. ‘At iength protection came. My
uoble lord of Esilrone adopted her, and she became
an inmoto of his-household.”

. w Bugenie " soreamed the cnptmn.

«That same Eugenie yon ‘have stolen from ‘my
lord’s  proteotion,” rephed Dugurre, in" triumph.
« But you have taken her away—you love her—you
would marry her, or bring her to this dungeon camp,
perhaps,. without' the rites of wedlock! " You are
equal to either, Antonio, 8he is fresh ond gentle,
like to her ruined mother when the strnnger met
her at her father's cottage. You writhe and chafe,
Antonio! My life is in your hands, and you can

Tu@ol? yelled -the oaptmn—“ depart—leave me!
Stop—Dugarre—atop/” continued his captor, madly,
«and tell me you have lied to me. Tell me that—
show me_that you bhave deceived me, agrin—this
time—that, that Eugenie is—is. some ono .else; Da-
garre, and you go free on the msto.nt—free-—for-
given—loaded with riches—speak 1”

«The arrow has gone home, Antomol I.do not
lie-I wnll not, cannot _deceivo you, in this fearful
emergenoy," rephed Dugarre. “Crush mc, if you
will—1 ask no favor.for myself, But, 6n my oath,
Antonio, you are-the reckless beinglhn.ve‘spoken
of, and tho sweet, Eugenie is your daughter ”

halfa dozen bearded men dashed into the room, and
at tho word seized tho person of Dugarre, and .held
him, 88 the captain, gasping for breath, fell forwurd
hes.vxiy upon his face.

- “What have you done?” yelled Mnieeh a8 he
roised his master up, and saw the blood trickling
from his mouth and nostrils, * What have you done
to him ?”

« He is dying,” said one.

« Hold him up,” said Dugarre; «it is rage and
spleen, only. Hold him up; he will soon recover,
and answer for himself.”’

And so hedid. After & moment or two of fright
ful struggling and spasmodic exertion, his muscles
relaxed, and he spoke calmly and connectedly.

« Remove him, Malech,” said Autonio, pointing to
the mock priest ;  take him away. He is a liar and
a—abad man, Iwillnot hurt him. You may re-
speét his cloth, Malech. Put him in the scarlet
room. Bring me some wine, and leave mo alone. 1
am better—better, now. Go, Mnleoh—take h1m off.
Then come again, in an hour.”
 Howaved his hand to his men; the prisoner was
at onco removed, and Ostrello threw himself upon a
lounge and buried his face in his hands, prostrated—

overgholmed with the most ,fenrfuliy contendxng

- You are uneasy, Antonio,”” said the priest, who .

which she found herself the unhappy dupe, and in'

reck your revenge upon my head, whenever you may '
| will ie—"?

wLiar|” screamed Antonio in a shriek of thunder;{
sho! within there—guard!” and at the summons, |

emotlous of tertar nnd ontoubhmout at thia fright.
ful and auddoy ospusoi

-

OHAVTER XIL.
_ THE DLPARTED,

Tt will not Lo neceesnry to tarry long to dwell
upon tho seneations ¢f disappointnient, horror, doubt
and anxloty which for'the succeeding threo or four
houra hung over the almost crushed Antonio, as Lo
tossed upon bis restless pillow, shocked and despair-
ing at this awfal aunouncement.

But ho could not—would not—bring his mind to
belleve what Dugarre had stated to him. Ilo had
no wish to acknowledgo bLis faults—no desiro to
adult a syllablo of truth in the mook- pricst’s asgér-
tions. ‘

«Dugarre Is o cunning, artful, unprincipled rogue,”
argued the captain, finally,” and ho has coupled my
Boylsh folly with this romance “ho has ‘¢oined in -
roference to Bugenie, in order to doceive mo again,
and gain his liberty at cheap cost to himself, I will
have proof—proof of her identity. If.bhe lics,”
(which Antonio felt but too certain he did nof, in
this instance,) # if he has lied to me, I will have his

life, aa certain as I now live to speak it. Malechl”
 Hero, captain”

% Whero is the prisoner ?”

¢ In the scarlet room, as you ordered.”

# Bring him hither.” ’

“ Monnoled 7 o

#No; he is harmless. Bring him in.”

Malech departed to execute this order, und An-
tonio continued to reflect.”

«This is frightful,”” continued Ostrello. ¢ If it be
as Dugarro asserts, he has proof—proof of it, surely!
He would not dare to state this—this, to me, without
such evidence. I will probe hiry—he shall prove his
words, or he shall die for bis impudence and ras-
cality. It cannot be! This is Dugarre’s invention.
I will beligvo nothing without the proof.”

_Thus did Antonio endeavor to argue, but he enter-
tained- little doubt as to the correctness of the
priest’s story—most of which bo%new to.be acou-
ratel .- .

Dugarre was brought into the captain’s presence
once more, and they wero loft o.lone together. .

#1 have mo reason to believe a syllable of 'what
you have lately related to' me,” saig Ostrello; ¢ but-
I will give you another -chance  for your hberty, ’
Dugorre, upon terms that will be liberal and easy to
you. . You are mistaken in your "late assertions, re-
garding Eugenio’s paternity ; are you nat in. error,'
Philippe 2

“No, Antonio. ,Bvery word I heve uttered to you
is truth, as I hope for forgiveness here, or heres’
after]” said the priest, reverentiy. I know all the
cirgumstances—I knew all the"details at the time—
I watched ihe young girl’s growtb and ample prooi’
exists of her identity.”’ - ‘ .

“ Where are theso proofs 7 ;

# Her mothor bad a ourious- spot upon her shoul-
der. Did you ever note it %"

i And what of- that 9"

« Eugenie has & similar mark upon her right’"
arm,” said Dugurro. . .

«That {8 nothing”

“No, it is not important. Bat the daughter hns
a portrait of hér-mother, (whom she remembers
well)) and who’ hss o.lwsys Jeen, spoken of, .in her
hearing, as the’ Wginal of the pictum." .

« Where is this likeness 2”

"6 At the Castle d’Esilrone- it, hangs wlthxn er
own privnte npnrtment. ‘This is her mother6n my
oath, If youcould see the pioture, you will see the
correotness of my assertions. ‘But there is a copy of
this face, in miniature, which Eugenie was t:xtremely
cautious of, and which she wag wont to carry on her
person, attached by a braided chain made from her
mother's hair, . She may have this picture with her,
now. See either of them, Antonio, and then tell me
if I am In ‘error! As sarely as your name is not
Ostrello, 8o surely is Eugenie your child 1” -~
. “Then will I ses to it,” continued' the captain.
#1f you have cheated me in this, I will destroy you,’
as'certainly ns I ascertain that you have done so;
if you are corrcct, you  shall be benefitted for the
Jinformation you have thus .imparted, in goodly
season, - You can go hence,at an. euriy day, if 1
find matters as you assert them to be. In the mean-’
time, you must be po.tient."

" Dugarre was remanded once more, and the cuptmn
set out for the temporary stopping place of- Eugenio,
in search of somo proof to sustain the abbe's story.
The delicate fugiuve awaited Antonio’s return with,

~

1 anxioty, and his arrival greatly relieved her,

*As s00n 08 the captain found himself - alene with
Eugenie. he commenced to question her. .

~ “Dear Eugenio,” ke said, * you have pressed . me
for my history, and’ 1- ho.ve answered your queries. -
Teli me, mow, what yon know of your own early
yeors—-I mean, before ‘you were a recipient of
the hospitality of my lord of Esilrone ?”

: w My story is & yery humble one, I think, Antonio
I remember dweihng, long ago, in & small house,
somewhere away.from this vicinity, upon a river's
margin, where I, knew a mother's care—but it is
indistinot to me, except that I recolleot she was very
kind tome, I left that place at an carly age, and
passed o year or two in another looation, and from
thenco I came.to dwell ot the castle.”

« Your mother’s name, Eugenxe ra
%'Was Isabel.” -

“Jaabel ” exolaimed Antonio, earnesti’y.
 Yes—why do you tremble thus, and—" :
«I do not treinble, dear—dearest—tlte room: is
warm, is it not? - Let me open thd lattice.”” -

T have her picture, here. See, Antonio; I Toved
her, dearly—and I have preserved this portrait of -
her, which I remember is her faithful counterpnrt.
Look, Antonio—was she not beautiful ”” said Euge-
nie, artlessly, as she drew the locket from her
bosom, and placed it beforo the gazo of her protec-’
tor.

The siory was told! Antonio’s heart was burst-
ing, albeit ho was not used to sentiment and tears.
Ho feared to look at- the pictare, lest the truth
should flash on his bewildered eenses, and strike
him pightless! He glanced at tho locket, guzod in
Eugenie's face, and shrieked out:

«No! no—my God this cannot be!”

«What is it, Antonio?. Pray what is this rid.
dle, here 9”7 asked Eugenie, in deep alarm at her
friend’s actions and appearance.

» « Don't apeak to me—don’t, Eugenie I” exclnimed
the astounded man, who now saw clearly that Du-
garre had not erred -or deceived him. “Go to
Motnette, and tell him I am -ill—sick—and I must
speak to her,”

Eugenio immediately cnlied tho woman of the
house, who saw at once that her friend-was not him.

self, at all, Her husband camo inyand it was evi-

dent that Antonlo was suddenly nttacked with somo
¢erfoun aflction, whileh fequlred prompt and care.
ful attention. At his requeat, Eugenlo retlred from
the apartment, when ho turned to the husband of
Molaetto, aud gald:

*{ am not go fll as you Imagine. Bring my horse,
direotly” '

» But you canno} venture to ride—" :

- # It {3 nothing unusual, Baddlo my herse, It is
nothing, I assuro you the lady ls alaimed. ‘1 will
return in o doy or two. Keep her quict; tell her I
am not slok; I will bo back ngain In a brief space
of time. But I must leave at onco for the camp.
There I can procuro medicino, and the aid I need
GOu”

All this was curious and inexplicablo to the mind
of Eugenie, who was unskilled in tho worid’s deceit,
and who could not account for it.

# Within threo days, dear Eugenie,” said Antonlo,
affectionately, % I will roturn, and you shall then
exchange this seoluded retreat for brighter scenes
that we will thenceforth enjoy together. Bo of
good cheer; Moinette will be kind to you. I am
really not so ill as you supposed. Beo, do I not look
better, ¢ven now 2

Eugenie smiled, resigned herself to the cliroum-
stances of the cose, and Antonio kiesed ‘her fair
cheek at parting, assuring her again of his speedy
return, . : _

«Do you comprehend all this business ?” asked
Moinette of her husband, at the earlicst opportu-
nity. -

- #NotI, I fmthf It is no affair of yours or mine
however; and I ask no questions.”

The mntron was gilent,

After a hard ride, Antonio reached the camp, com-
pletely recovered from tho temporary shook which
his nerves had encountered by the unmistakable
confirmation of the truth of Dugarre’s story, which
he now felt assured was accurate throughout.

CHAPTER XL,
OSTRELLO’S LABT mon'r ‘AT THEM EYRIEY.

. The Chief of the Smuggiers of, the. Sierra d’.E':lrelIa
had determined _upon hia: future course, < As ho

"~ | dashed through the ravines and forests, to his home

in the mountains, he had ample leisure to-refleot
upon the curious and'not over- oredntobie events -of
hia past lifo, and he felt that it was meet he re-
pented of his dissolute career, and began’ to strive,
in some measure, to atone for o.ll his folly ond short-
comings,

His last ndventure—tbe cosunl meetiug with
Eugemo and its consequénces—was the turning:
point in his- hitherto cheokered experience] There
wasg no Jonger any question in his mind in regard to
the important . facts of Dugarre’s * romance.”. He
had -deserted -Isabel, who. had. forsaken everything

Yfor his_sake, who forgot sll, siffered all, concealed

all—lest harm should reach her lover! The fruitof
that ohindestlne intimaoy had nearly matured, )vhen
he ohanced to fall upon it, unaware of its existence.
His- Isabel had :gone to her long home,and by a
steming. Providential interference he had crossed
the pathi of ‘the lovely Eugenie, whom he now felt
constrained to cherish and proteot as a father, since
it was impossible to do this as a lover/

.But who was to break this intelligenco to Eugenie!
And ‘how could this delioate task be performed; un-

-] der ‘the peculiar  circumstances of ‘the case? He

would leave this for time and future reflection to
ttermine; - She would love him still, and while she
was innoeent of the faots, he -could better manage
his future intentions with regard to hoi. But he
had resolved to quit the camp forthwith, His' ‘prop

Jerty had been secured on board the, * Raven,” and
he had in his possession-letters of credit upon Lon.|

don baukers for a large amount of ready cash. His
jewels he secured nbout his person, and * befors mid-
night'everythin'g was in complete readiness for - his
departure—when he summoned his prisoner to his
oportment. :

" Dugarroe responded promptly, and a3 soon a8 they
were alone, Ostrello thus addressed him:
- % Philippe Dugarre, to your recklessness snd
double dealing I feel that my whole caveer of dis
sipation, crime and trouble are clearly trocenbie,
from the beginning. You wronged mo when I was
a defeniceless child, and left mo to myself, when you

| should have begn a second father to me; - From
| the unicontrolled and frequent commission’ of petty

orimes, I cnmo -to be inured .to errors of & miore
seriond- ‘mature, until I was ‘driven - from my home,
and compelled to -seek my fortune under dlso.dvun
tages* thot few persons are- oursed with,
beent what L have been—I am, now, what' I amJ

’ Suiﬁco it, the past is passeéd, You did not lioto mie,

as I supposed you did. - E}ugenie is my ohild i”

] regret, Antonio—~" "+ -

« There is no time for’ regrets, Phihppo,” stud the
smuggler, quckly interruptmg him ; *we must act!
Your way lieg in one dxreotion, mine in s.notbor.
When we separate, this night, we shall never meet

| again, in all probability, this side of another world!

I cannot bear malice in my heart, and I am glad the

you, who have been at -once: my ruin, atd. my. tem-
poral ‘sanlvation,  You pioyed the : fool ‘when you
robbéd me of my rightful patrimony, but you.aoted)
wxseiy in telling me who was Eugenie.. “For the first,

B you have had my curse; for the last, I retract the

former, and thank you, ohl most_earnestlyl - When
standing, all- unwltungly, upon the very outer br:nk
of a frightful precipice, you put forth.a hand to save
m¢ fromi—what [ shudder to think of, Philippe 1”,

# You ‘would scn.rcely have been so much to blame
in this.”

“ Blame! BSheis my daugh{er, Phliippo Dugarre »

“But you wore ignorant—"

 No more—no more, Philippe, on thls pomt. Let
us part in peace. I say we shall never meet again,
1 forgive you, and you will shortly be set at liberty.
I would not trust my fate in your hands, however,
even though I am, fro.nigly, thus disposed to forget
the wrongs you have committed upon me and miné.
And so—DPhilippe, I have dircoted that you be kept
o prisoner here for ten days hence. I shall be ab
sent during that time, and if I do not then return,

-1an escort will be furnished you, for safo conduct out

of the reach of those who might otherwise injure
you. My trasty confidante, Malech, will attend to
this, and in the meantime you will bo treated with
courtesy and respect. Rcturn to the castle, or
wherever you will—but repent of your past sins,
and aim to be a better man, No more—adieu /”

The two men separated without another word, and
Dugarre was confined as before, in accordance with
Ostrello’s directions.

The captain then communicated with the officers

-

of the « Raven,” and at daylight the schooner got

under weigh and sct her courso to the northward,

1’ have|-

opportunity is now afforded mo to ¢ory quits” with ;

1t was proviousty agéced that tho vessel should mako
a hinrbor upon tho wosk coast of Portugal,somo thirty
ledgues distatt from thio chfet depol of tho fratere
nlty~o spob woll know to Ostrollo arid tho others—
where the Naven was to awalt tlio captaln’s arrival,
.thebco to procced to tho deatination ho would subse.
quently name.  Assoon 88 all theso matters wero
arranged, and tho Raven biad sailed, Ostrello called
to his attendant.

# Malech,” he sald, ¢ you havo been faithful, and
I have fully appreciated your dovotedness, and your
services.  ]am now bound upon 4 moro perilous on-
terpriso than wo are commonly called upon to em~
bark in, nnd accidents may happen, you hnow, in such
affairs,

“ You will permit mo to accompany you, cuptoin (a4
nsked Maleoh, respectfully.

# No, Maleoh, mot this time. Tarry where you
are. I prefer to meet the perils of this trip alone.
At tho expiratlon of ten days, if I do not return at
that time, (and I cannot now say how long I shall be
absent,) provide safo conduot for the abbe, yonder,
out of our borders, Give him this purse,at parting,
and tell him it is from Ostrello. ~And, for yourself,
tako this. 1f wo do not meet again, Malech, you will
remember that we have been friends together, and I
shall not forget our long and pleasant association.
Farewell1” .

There was a tone of melancholy in all this thut :
was 5o unusual with his master, that Malech was
deeply moved by his words. Ho thought, however,
that Ostrello might be attributing more consequence
to his present undertaking—whatever it wae—than
legitimately beionged to it; and so he did not dwell’
upon it. Morning ndvanced however. The captain-

-

the health of his comrades, he mounted his horse
and left the ¢ Eyrie ” forever.

During tho last night €hat Ostrello passed at his
oamp, he devoted a good portion of the hours to the .
prepnro.tlon of o document relative to his own history,
(which he designed, at somo future opportune mo-
ment to place in the hands of Eugenie,) cxplanatory
of his career, and the true relation he now bore to
her. Bhe was unsuspicious, however, at present, and

packet he gnolosed in an' cnvelop, with' the simple
direction, % To my Eugenw,” upon it, and depositing
it in his breast, ho started to meet the objeot of -all
his present solicitude, whom he had been so strango-
ly brought in contaoct with. - :

The gentle girl was rejoiced to greet Antonio again,
and her doubts and fears were greatly relieved when-
she learned from him that ho came {o bear her to'a
pieasont home, where she would thenceforth find hor
self at leisure, amid enjoyments that shio had' never
yet experienced, *Her confidonce was at once gained,
and she took leave of Moinette and her husband with
gruteful tears, as sho mounted her horse to, Jom An-
tonio, and follow his future fortnno. ‘

They proceeded dircotly moross the hills’ end
reached the coast in safety. The hovses: were there
disposed of, and Antonio escorted his dehcote ooms
panion on board the anen, whxch 1mmedlateiy put
out to sea once more.:’

Tho skipper was now -informed by Ostr. llo that
their destination was the const of Englaid. “The
weather, for o day or two, was propitious, o.nd
the sun smiled cheerfully upon them as' they hjed
away to the westward, before o pleasatt breezé,
Thi novelty of the’ voynge was especially ngreesble
to Eugenie, who seeiiied to’ onJoy her new posltion
most earnest)y. But'the passage of the Raven wag
destined to prove lesa fortunate than was antioigfited; .
and on the third day out the wind howled and the
sky gave evidence of an approaching storm. .

Ostrello wns uncasy, and the threutenmg oppear-
ance in the atmgaphere disturbed him, All ds.y he
hnd been obliged to remain below with Eugeme, who
wag Il from the effects of the rolling and pltehing
of the sohoonor. They were.t00 far from the Span..
ish ooost to make it fenslbie to put bnck and
the slupper advised that they should’ prooeod under
easy sail, and trust to fortune t‘or results. '

cnsrrm xrv.. :
: TIIE WRECKa

the' gnie for an hour or two, the. schooner ﬁnsilj io.y
to, and- ‘Antonio opprosohed his skipper, who stood
at the wheel, R e
L How does she’ breo.st xt Mervxiie ‘?” he
“«'Thus fnr, well, cnptmn,” was the repl
don't like  tho-looks of the’ sky very i ‘We
shall have a hard. blow, before’ inorning, or shall
be agreeably dlsuppoxnted Do ' .
"'w We have rounded Finistere,. snfely ) oontinued .
Antomo, « and I had boped to have: left tho Tsland.
Shoals, at tho northwnrd before we took the worst
of it.” :
s Yes- that wouid hnve been fortunnte, but we‘ g
have it now. over the lorbonrd benm, if-we put’ nway
again, and we must lay- to for safety.”.
“ But we “cannot but drxft eastward nt bost,I
think.” :
"« You are right,” eaid the siupper, moodliy. o U it:
we had doyhght I should feel easier.: Asit is, wo
will do our best; but’ the prospeot 1s durk enough, _
unless the wind baula” .- DL
* What is our danger, Merville "/ i
% That I caniot * answer, ‘eaptain, : You know the- -

arg not the most desu'o.blo place we- couidbo in, m )
weatlier like this? -
#Yes—I sec, Could n't wo claw. oﬂ‘ under 8 httle

[ canvas ?” -

« Canvas!” exclnimed the skipper—* how loug:"
do you suppose we could carry a yard of sail?”? .

« True ; but if it be lifo or death, we should trylt.”

The roaring of the wind continued, and the nnlted"v
warring of the elements preveuted the crew from’
distinguishing what very soon after was familiar to
the eara of both the skipper and the captain. They’
distinctly heard the rush of the surge upon the
shoals they B0 much - dreaded, and which they had
been approaching, steadily, for some length of txme.’
The skipper was attentive, but silent. -

«Da you hear nuything strange, Merville 2

« Nothing strange, captain,” replied his helmsman,
in o low voice.

« But you can distinguish ‘that Bound m

« Yes, yes—baut, for God’s sake, be quiet! If the
men get alarmed we are certainly lost.  Go, you, and’
sco to .the boat—-but . warily. We shall soon bein
closo quarters, I fear. . :

Antonio went forward, and with his own lmndg
clearcd all but o single lashing that- sccured the'
littfo life-boat. The men wero prompt and obedient, -

but - they had become scrious, and over-watchful,

N

drank his final goblet of wine, and secrotly pledging -

he did not speak to'her upon the subject atall. - This: . ’

conzt here as well as I; but the shoals oﬂ' Guernsey e





















