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e

’ BY GEO‘ P, BURNIIAH.

CHAPTER I.
o THE nmm.
ngh up on one of the, Iofnest biuffs that overlook

1the Bay of. Torree  upon the wesberly conyt of Portu.
. gal there is a narrow defile in the. rooks, a sort of
,ohaam. “that’ may | lmve been cnused at some early pe-

.-

riod by o revolution or couvulsion in Nnture. or it

miight be that the hand of man had originally cleft
it and soooped it out, for some purposes unknown,
Be this' ag -it may, the passage to it, from below, is
tortuous and perilous ; and it is approached with
the greatest difficulty even by the injtiated.

The Sierra d'Estrells, a long range of mountains,

.extends along the northeasterly bauk of the Tagus,

from the Atlantic coast to the great passes on the
westorly extremities of the Castilian mountains, and
terminates at this point, along the sea, as far south
ag Cintra and Lisbon.

A rare rotreat is this region, and especially above
Torroes, to the northward, for the numerous bands of
smugglers that are associated with the low bandits
of the mountains referred to, there, and who for
many sglong year—at the period whea our story
dates—had held almost undisputed sway and posses-
sion of the region described, fr several leagues north-
ward and inland. In vain had the local anthorities
and the then imbecile government of Portugal en-
deavored to ensnare, dislodge or rout the bands of
hardy men who inhabited these barbarian districts.
The banditti were constantly well armed and powes-
ful in numbers, and the smugglérs were ounning,
shrewd in their operations, and so * packed” in
their associations and interests, that thoy were able
to cope successfully with diplomaoy, or to resist op-
position, at all times, in all the positions they as-
sumed,

At tho apex of the elevation first alluded to was
located the abiding place of the chicf of the smuggler
tribe—Antonio Ostrello, so ocalled—a noble looking
fellow, of stalwart proportions and indomitable cour-
age, who was not a native of that country, but who

had long dwolt among the gangs of reckiess men |-

who inbabited or visited that locale, and who had
been looked upon as the worthy leader, and acknowl-
edged without soruple by his.associates as the head
and front of the clique and cliques of seamen or lands-
men there. This spot was known as the » Eyrie ;”

and from its seoret recesses and seldom frequented |

privacy—save by those most intimately tho confi-
dants of Ostrello—issued the directions and plans of
ita chief for the various expeditions and entérprises
which he controlled and guided for gain,

From the westerly front of the «lookout,” which
was looated at the. very pinnacle of the great bluff,
by means of the superior telescope always in use,
the horizon could be constautly watched ; and it was
by no means .an uncommon ocourrence, during a
twelve months’ time, that a well freighted prize was
soized at sea, and her most valunble contents sum-
marily disposed of, by some one of the choice armed
outters continually under Qatrello’s supervision and
control, The retreat of the pirates could not be
found, however. The defenceless but well-laden ves-

sels that suffered from these attacks and robberies,
were tsually permitted to proceed ° upon their way
after the sudden and un\welcome visits of theso per-
emptory oormorants, -and,  their subsequent com.
pla.mts wore never benrd by those. who committed
the outrages upon them. The booty was borne to
the ¢ LEyrie” by n circuitous route, after belng land.
ed by night'; o division of the plunder was immed|
ately mndo—under the nuspices of the chiof and di
rector of all their affairs, Ostrello, to whom, by right

Jof. leadorship, the lion’s share was cheerfully accord: :
;ed—nnd the men who served him, and themselves, | -
thus ndvuntngeously and with curious nlnonty, sep: |

arated only to return, at an early scason, with more
pluuder and richer stores.
. Below  the surfaco of the main rock or bluff we

lhave desoribed, and  distant - several rods from the

lookout, there was & narrow passage, lined on either

side by & ledgo, which ran along upon a gentlo slope
) - for a-considerable distance, and apparently termina-
" ted abraptly within tho very heart of the rook.  The

* jntruder who chanced to find himself at this point,

* ‘saw before him a ragged, oraggy wall, lighted but
" dimnly from the crevices overliead, and solid, appar-

entky, from base to top, As thia scemed to bo the
“final terminus of the paesage, ho turned back, weary

" with clambering to reach this guleh, which he found
.ouly a walled opening, that led bim—nowhere,

 Upon returning to the light, or rather as he
turned back to retrace his way to the light once

. mnore, he proceeded but a bricf distance when a sim.
__ilar wall, at the opposite end of the passage, met his

view!. This could hardly be possible, he would ar-
"gue to himself; for, within a few minutes, he had
entéred this passage and had only turned a little to
‘thie right or left, through the windings of this dark-

* ened poth; but ho must have lost his way; and so
" "he would go forward and bogin to return anow.

"This was utterly fatile, however, Ostrello was no

dabbler in human blood e.ud his universal orders

. CHAPIN aro reported for us by tho best Phonographers of - take human life, suve either in self-defence or in the
’NewYork. and publlnhcd \erbntlm every wook In this paper. 'exm;megg emepgenoy_ The * Eyrie” wag nlways

etfecwul]y gunrded, dayand night, and its interior
and exterior arrangements—its traps and chasms, its
entrinces and cxita—were most - curiously but thor-
oughly arranged for its entire protection from with-
out.” The. straggler or tho intruder who thus.
ohanced to find himself within the private passage
leading { to its entrnnce, never returned into the open
air agum without an Interview with its lord dnd.
muster! A rough .mass of rock, that turned upon

vcouceuled maghinery, at- the outor end of the lane,

slid noiselessly back and forth, (at the will ‘of the
outer guard) aud the unfortunate and adventurous

‘stranger there wns sure to find himself & prisoner—

he knew not how or why.

Within the cavern that- lay below this passage
and beyond it, surrounded by all the luxury that ill-
gotten wealth could command, dwelt the chief we
have spoken of, when he was not ocoupied in some
more daring and important enterprise than he was
disposedto trust in the hands of his subordinates.
‘His mind was nctive, however, and he loved the per-
flsand dangers attendant upon his precarious ocou-
pation. He feared no hardships, and when the beat
of his men were worn out with fatigue and exocite-
‘ment, at his side, whether upon the deck of his lit
tle brigantine, or abroad among the mountain pnes”
es of his "temporary home, he was on the gui vive
while they slept, cver ready for the ohase or the
attack.

He was enjoying his sip of olaret one afternoon,
and o favorite attendant, a Spaniard by bxrth was
near him.

“ Malech !” he suid, suddenly.

“ Captain, [ am here,” replied the attendant,

# Malech, I have a mission of some importance
that I will entrust to your charge, if you can man-
age t.”

* [ will endeavor to obey, captain,”

“ You can be sileut, I suppose 2

“1 can be whatever you direct, captain.”

“ Yes, I remember, Maleoh. You are fortunate in
your disguises, ordinarily. "

“ | have been a faithful student in that clags, eap-
tain,” said the attendant. * Try me.”

4 Qo, then. Your appearance must be such that
your friends—our friends, here——cannot know you.
Within the next hour let mo see how you can aid
me in this respeot.”

‘T'he attendant bowed and retired. He instantly
returned, however, and said in a low tong—

% Captnin—we are surprised, hora.1”

“What? My pistols, Malesh, The Guard-hait
them [’

“Don't fire, captain—'sh! He is alone and un-
armed, I see. He hes found his way—a orippléd
stranger—into the outer passags, n.nd the Guard
have olosed the wall.”

« [s he alone, say you ?”

“ Yes, captain.”

“ Pregent him, then.”

Maleoh glided through the ourtained passage,

opened the outér door of the next apartment, and-

was heard to say—

«(Come in, senor—this way. The captain - would
confer with you,”

The outer door was then heard to cloee. and the
curtaing were slowly put aside as a lame and
crooked young man crossed the threshold of the
inner apartment, and stood before thé powerful and
sugust Antonio Ostrello,

CHAPTER IL
THE TRANSFORMATION,

The mind of the captain was for an instant ex-
clted, for he thought it possible that a certain person
whom he had in his remembrance might possibly
have sought out the route which led to his-private
quarters ; but he quiokly recovered bimself and said
‘{n an authoritative tone—

" 4 Who are you, senor ?”

"wA poor peasant, captain, from the mountnins,
who seeks to 'make favor with the world: renowncd
Ostrello.”

. % Favor with me! For whnt purpose ?”?

“ Ty help me to live, captain.”?
« How'can I aid'you?” -

‘o would join your band.” -

"% Are’you not aware that we know no stmngers
here—thut we noknowledge ‘0o authoricy but’ our:
own Iaws-—-nnd that a prisoner within the limite of.
our province fares -but-poorly #?

*You wiil be lenient, captain, whon you knovv how
a poor peasnnt may be of eervioe to you nnd your.
clan” - . S Cy
© # Well—what can you do ?" IO

« Anything.” . 0 ¢ . I

« That is nothing, fellow."

«1 ¢nn oheat and lje’ hnd decoive-—-with ‘the fore- .

most of your adepts 1n'the arts of your. proreaumn.”

o That is something,” sald’ the ’ capta.ln with a
smile. *But you have d- poor oplnlon of our frnter
nity, Isee” - -

«]1 will join you, neverthelcss I posseas talent,

bat I lack the facilities for dlspluymg it - Your onll~ ‘

ing will supply this. . Lo 1be enrolled 27

# First give me a tnste of your qunhty. n.nd then I
will decide.”
o The stmnger hobbled into the next room. and
quickly roturned, to the utter astonishment of the
captain, so changed that he could not suspeot him
a8 tho same being, He was in a neat undress uni.
form of the French Chasseurs, (over whioh' he “had

just worn'the poor peasent’e arb, which he flucg
gf

“ 1 understand ?” -

off in an instant,) and hig straight form, commanding
person and address, and bis soldier-like beuring
plensed the oaptain’ g-rently. .
" Ah, Monsieur /" shouted Qstrello, this is nd
mirable! * Advez vous aoxf, Monsicur? Comel Joln me
in o glass of wine? wn
" 'The soldier decllnp( ‘ ‘

“No? What will you have? What is your wish
4 Parler au capuafnc." paid the' soldier, in’ French.

" J quiy le capitaine; Monsicur—allons 1"~ :
: Drnwlng his. eword the: soldler instantly went
through the exerolses f his cnlling with such pre
cision and promptnesd that Ostrello was delighted,
and the mock Chadseur dnsnppeared behind the cur-
tain,
Beforo his nsbomehment M thls dexterity had had
time to sukside, a hoodéd old woman, staff in hand,
Lobbled befure him, mfh squenking voice and trem-
bling limbs, beseeching charity.

% This is not the anmé 1 oried Ostrello,
como all these disguises m:

# Ah, genor cnpitx\n, mumbled the old woman,
“ charity, for the love o!l heaven 1

# Who are you, woma 1

 Charity, caplmn—a real only, for poor old
Mag.”

* Your name, then,” demnnded the captain,

“Poor Mag is very deaf, more’s tho pity!” con-
tinued the old crone, with adniirablo emphasis, “ and
she cannot hear anythifig the good man says, Give
her a coin, to buy brend.”

“ That will do—that will do!” replied the onptain.
“ Now let me see you in your real character, if you
have any,” continued Ostrella, “and I will determine
what service you may bo placed in.”

The mock old woman threw off her oloak and cowl,
and the captain sprang from his chair at bebolding
hig attendant, Malech, before him 1"

* What!” exclaimed Ostrello. i it you s”

« Your humble Malech, -buly, oupeain, who is now
ready to serve you.”

« And the first one—th¥ htmnger' where is he?

« He stands before you, v,;n.pmin ”

» Have n’t you been’ away, at all”

wA fulse alarm, onpmin. I have not been outside

“ Whenee

| of the'two inner rooms, a8 yet,”

« Excellent ! Malech, [ will entrust this mission
to you, and [ am sure you will acquit yourself to my
satisfaction.”

«I will endeavor to perform whatever you may
desire,” said Malech, respectfully,

« At sunset, then, be ready with horse to depart
for Lisbon, In the meanwhile, leavo me, and I will
get ready your despatch.”

In conformity with this order, Malech retired to
propare for his mission. This man was one of the
oldest subordinates in the band that was attached
immediately to the person of Ostrello, and had been
one of his intimate body attendants for several
years. He was shrewd, oareful, faithful to his nfas-
ter, and ono of those upon whom the captain knew
he could rely at all times and under all emergencics,
The business he now had in hand for him was but
an nppnrent trivial errand ; but the reault :that de-
pendcd on its faithful and Judlcloue execution was a
matter of importance to his master—who'rarely ea-
tered into unnccessary details regarding the orders
he wished to have executed-—-though he was always
prompt, explicit, and exacting in tho ma.tter of their
fulfillment.

“Are you ready ?” asked tho captain, as Mnleoh
reappenred at the close of tho day.

« Jennie chnmps her bit unensily, captain, at the
gate of tho lower paes;” said Malech,, respeotfully ;

us, when Maleoh ocoupies her saddle.”

% Qo then—to Lisbon. Here, take this packet.
On the road to the city, less than half a league from
the Cathedral, on the rightas you approach the
town, stands a small inn, which you will’ remember."

Malech nodded assent.

« Halt at this house, and enter the public room.
You should find & common looking peasant there, in
green tunio and slouched hat, who will assist you,
Whou you meet him sny ‘simply, * Wlnat'a o’clock
If he auswers « Past sunfise, senor,’ 80y no more, but
watch his movements. - He will pass you thrice,
without further comment, and depart. " Follow him
at once, see what ke docs, and do the same thing

.'| yourself. . You will find & parcel similar to this in

his) possession, He will finally point - his finger up-
wird, thus; you'will take this as the signal that
your mission is nocomphshed and make all speed on
your'return hither, without nnother word. ‘Do you

+. i Porfectly well, cnptam » -

. “Away, then! And, for your hfe, remember_.

not one ‘word else. to nny being living, euve the ox.

ohange of pnsswords. ‘till we meet egain. .Bot,h

thege packets are of value—sto to it. Away !”

" “You may trust me, ‘captain; I will be onutlous.”
“He was furnished with the secret counterslgn to

pass the various eentinels posted along the ravine

1and ndjncent passes, and"in’ o few miniités his favor-

ite Jennle was dashing down the side of the rngged

- { mountain with her intrepid rider.

«Who goes there ?”? shouted a man at the base of
the hill, as ho galloped along on his mission.

Malech reined up, whispered * Erfinest,” and went
forward without further molestation. .

_After a hard drive, which put even the indomit.
able Jessie to her mettle, Malech reached the little
inn epoken of; and throwing his bridle over the
doar post, he quictly entered the main room, where
& plainly attired peasant sat alone. ’

"4 Friend, what’s oelock 27 gaid Mnlech mdlﬂ‘er-
ently,

‘wand he would be swift of'foot who can overtake.

The stranger looked at the rider an instant, and
answered in a low tone, * Past. sunme. senor;” and,
aftor ‘passing - him  three times, immediately went
out, and mounted his Spanish uonkey, near by the
fop,” -

- The peasant tade outas fut a8 his pony oou]d
carry him, to a spot - half & leaguo from Le,publio
house; when he suddenly. turned into a narrow path
leading to a piece of woods, where he finally halted,
secured his donkey. and went forward some distance
on! foot—closely. followed by, Malech, who, in: con-
formity with his instructions, had- been dumb up t0
this moment,

The peasant went ‘!p to an old tree, looked care-
fully about, to satisfy. himself that no ong was ob.
serving him and his. follower, and drawing forth a
amall package, thruat it into the hollow of the tree.
Maleoh approaohed, deposited . his own parcel in the
same place, took out the other,and looked at the
peasant again. The fore finger of his right hand
pointed upward, Malech touched his hat to him, and
the two dumb men separated, immediately, cach
going the way he had come to the inn,

.In a few hours afterwards Jennio came clattering
back with the faithful servant, who bore in his
breast .the parcel that Ostrello eo coveted, He ap-
pearéd before his master instantly.

« Did you meet the peasant, Malech ?”

«1 did, captain.”

“ And you delivered the pnoket i

* Yes, senor; and here is the exchange I made.”

“Good! You did well, and your promptness I
I will not forget. @et some sleep now, I shall need
your services again soon,” continued the captain,
*and a8 you pass, send Orson hither.”

Malech retired, and Ostrello hastily broke the seal
of the mysterious parcel he had received,

The minsive was covered with a piece of common
rough parchment, upon the outside of which' there
was no address, no indication of the name of the
party for.whom it was intended, It oovered‘a lotter,
ouly, which “Wwas withiont date or eignature; but,
judging from the- smile of satisfaction that lighted
up the handsome features of tho captain, it was
clear that the letter was by no means an unwelcome
one; and, though it was nut signed, it was also
protty plain that se knew from whom it came.

— )
CHAPTER III.
THE CORRESPONDENOE,

The package which Malech had so carefully ob-
tajned, and which he exchanged for the parcel
he bore so mysteriously to the hollow tree, contained
only the letter, which Ostrello now pored over atten.
tively, and which ran as follows :—

# Yes/ if you be the true knight I belleve you to
be. Yet, Antonio, how much do I venture! OQur
meetings have been the result only of accident and
stealth, thus far, and now your Eugenie is a prisoner
within the walls of the castle, under the surveillance
of the priest and his satellites, who watch every
breath she breathes thh lynx eyed alaority. But
one attendant remains in my confidence—the poor
peasant—who will bear this to ite hiding place, and
return when he can with safety, with your expeated
and wished-for letter. Do not think of violence for
un instant. You ssy you will come, with your
tenants and followers, aud forco my guardinn to
retract his promise to Alberto. That you will pun-
ish the pndre, and release your lover with your
olan. Do not, I beseech yon, entertain tho thought
o moment. The shedding of blood, Antonlo, of inno.
cent blood, must follow such a coitrse ; and even you
—brave aud daring as you are—might fall] - Where
is Eugenie then ? No—trust me, and wait with
patience, Some means may bo devised to cheat my
oppressors, and givo me-the liberty which yourself
and tlio prisoner so ardently crave. In the mean-
time wo muy confer in this manner—but not too
often, lest the peasant be watched ; and time will
bring about a state of things more fnvore.ble to our
wishes, Let mepray for your happiness, and be-
lieve me, under all circumstances, ever fmthfully
your own.”

wAnd I have waited and watched with patience
for a twelvemonth,” said Ostrello to himself, as he
closed this communication, and deposited it in his
bosom. “I have been very patient, for me, If I
but say the word, the walls of the Castle d’ Esilrone
are not strong enough to hold out an hour against
tho force I could bring against it. Ite cringing,
1ying, miserable lord should’ bite the dust-—ny, long
ago, but- for ker gentleness and prayers in his be-
balf. Be it so; I will wait at present,” he contin-
ued ; ¢ but Alberto must be provided for. He is
gettmg importunate and troublesome. The padre,
too—a reverend rasoal, who, under his garb of out.
ward holiness, secks to poison ' the ear of her guar |

| dian, and hopes to aid my rival in his suit—Ais case

requires attention. We must be busy. Who waits?”
he continued peremptorily, as he heard nppronchmg
footateps in the midst of his reverie, .

# Orson,.captain,” mphed the nttendaut. entermg
the apartment.

3 is well. I sent for you, Orson, nnd had bust:
noss for you; but you may wait. I will mature my
plen, by and by, and confer with you again, In the
meantime, Orson, ascertain how many men and
horse oan be spared, and put in readiness for march.
ing at an honr s notico, by tho semng of m-morrow’e
sun.”

The attendant retired, and . Ostrello continued to
reflect upon his future schemes.

While this was passing in the mountains, there-
sat alone in a large square room.of the Custle -
d’ Esilrone—a short distance west of the town of Cin-
tra—a delicate looking maiden, a child, apparently,
in years, who, from somo cause or other, was evi-
dently ill. Her olear, white forchead was uousually
pale, and her lips lacked the fresh color of health
that was common to hor in other days. She was

some sixteen or seventeen years old, only, butcare .
had begun to write its traces upon her faco and fea- -
tures. She had no parents, and was the ward of the
lordly owner of the castle whero she now tarried. ‘ To
his care she had been entrusted ten years previously,
by hor then dying patron; and, up to within a few
‘months, he had well provided for her ordinary wants.
It was said that a considerable amount of valuable
property belonged to her, of right, butshe knew
nothing of the whereabouts of the fortune, or whoth- .
er any such thing oxisted at all. Her governess and -
‘the Abbe Dugarre, both her constant attendants at -
tho castle, pretended to know nothing except what
they learned through his lordship; and thus the -
.young girl wns doprived of the knowledgo of horreal .
peouniary situation, though she had lutterly pmsed
the subject upon her tutor’s nttentien vmh coneider- .
able importunity.

She was.of late restricted in the limits- of her ox’
eroise. She had been wont to ride in the Open air,
and run and walk when and where she eleoted; until
within three or four weeks; but the reverend. padss,
bad conferred with his lordshxp, for reasons of. his
own, latterly, and the fair girl was auddenly requi_rod
toconfine her rambles to narrower boundy; and un-
der the supervision of an attendant chosen by her
guardian, at the monk’s suggestion,

The watchful eye of her religious oounsellor‘bnd
acoidentally fallen upon the retreating form . of ‘a
young huntsman, at the outskirts of his lordship’s
preserve, one evening when the lady tarried out later
than was her custom; and this was the sudden cause
of the ourtailment of her liberty. She was now in
her own private apartment, however, and she held in
her hand an open letter, which she had just. ﬁnlehed
reading, and which hud found its way into her hands
through an unsuspeoted and unknown channe), ar-
ranged by herself aud her present correspondent,

The letter was & pleasing one, evidently, for her"pnle
cheek flushed & little as she dovoured ftscontenty:'

.. % EvdeNiz—You ara.now. the.light. of' Al my

earthly hopes. 1 look upon your favor as the
bright star of my existence; your frown would blast
my ambition, my expecmuons, my desire for life.
Destiny has decreed that [ can never love but onge.
Upon you are centred all my affections, all my hopes
in the future. Do you believe this? "Will you en-
trust your heart and your peace in my keeplng?
Will you not fly from the annoyances and the restrio-
tions that sarround you, and find a happy home in
{ the bosom, and amid tho wealth which fortune lias
showered upon him who adores you? If you answep:
*yes, I will fly to your side. With my own chosen

band 1 will oross the moat and batter down the gates
of the castle that imprisons you. I will come with.a

troop of men who know no law but what I uiter,. and

who never can know what it is to fear. I will rescue
you and poseess you. You shall come to my moth-
tain retreat, and we will be happy—ah ! bow happy,
dear Eugenie, loving and loved, in the midst of the
pleasures and joys of & chosen 'home.

Come, then, permit me to fly to your succor, and to
bear you awny from the perils that surround you.
1 am impatient of this weary delay. Our moétings
have been interdioted, and even this poor means of
commumcnung with you will be cut off, we oannot
say how soon.” Lot me come, then, and take you
from your bondage; aud once under my proteotion,
all the world eannot disturb or harm you, -Will you
not fly from your oppression ?- Will you not respond
to the call of your ardent, your devotcd, your faith.
ful lover ?”.

" The sweet girl smiled, and a tear t'e]l from-her
dark eyelid upon the latter before .her.. .Had Anto-
nio been a witness of that'littlo sccne, the Cnstle of
Eslrone would not have hold its “beauteous: onptive
to see another sun descend upon it.: But “Antonio
was far away from the weeping beauty, and ‘other
dyes were at that moment seoretly gazing upon het,
and upon the letter she held s0 unconsciously in her
hand. A sigh escuped her; and then. she sprang’
quickly to her fect and thrust- the missivo into her
bosom, for she thought she heard- a curious-but sub
dued noise, indeseribable ‘in:her own mmd but un- *
natural and novel, as if.some one_ were near hor, or
present in the vicinity of her person. She could 8eo:
nothing, and though sho'listened' uatil the thiobbing
of her own heart was.audible, almost,in the still and -
lonely room, yet she discovered nothing at present.
The Abbe Dugarre had. just seen tho letter in Ea.
genie’s hand, and he was on’ his way to report’ the

"

ment were peouliar, and will be explmned m due .
course of time, .. - ;

to make use of any. foree to . -oarry out his plaus, at .

-advice.
CHAPTLR IV
Annns'r OF THE ADDE DUGARRE.

The cnptmn had been busy during the day sue.. -
.ceéding that upon which his messenger had returned ;
“from Cintra with the little package. Orson report.
ed'to him that nearly two hundred men could be.
mounted and in readiness to follow him whenever
he 1esued the call.

It is well, Orson. I do not need so great a force
now. But bring me half a score of chosen men at
nightfall, and bid Malech attend me instantly” . -

‘Maleck dppeared, and the captain said to him:

« Now, Malech, do you remember tho uniform of
the King’s Guards, such as they wore at Oporto,
when we met them theroe on a certain occasion 9

¢ Perfectly well, captain. Ihave had the oppor-
tunity to see the samo dress several times amee,
twice at least, on state occasions.” .

. % Yes, I recollest—you are right. How long will
it take, Malech, to furnish me with a dozen of the
King's Guards, equipped, and in uniform, complets 2
Malech was quick in his perceptions, and saw-

v

fact to hor guatdian. Tho meana ho. employed “to .- .
penetrate into the privacy of the young lady’s upart. o

We have scen how Eugenie rmplored Heér lover not -

* present, and .wo shall soon see how he pmﬁted by the - : '
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what bls master wanled, probably-«though he hnd
no hinb of the uctinl servlco to bo pestornicd, 1lo
reflected an dnstant, and eald, # The Guards can bo
fumlsllell—-duly eaparfoned and mounted—In fivo
days, at furthest, cnplulu."

" wFlvedays 1s o long whilo to walt, Malech,” ven-
fured Ostrello,

#Throo days, then, captafn, It will nccessnrlly
- require a Httlo thme, you kuow.  But 1may expedito
mattors, If you aro urgent.”

* # Present the Guarda to me, at our rendezrous, at
nightfall, on tho third day hence, Malech, and an
hundred moldores will bo added to your privato
purso,” sald Ostrello. : v
- #Who will command the expedition ?” asked

" Malech, modestly.

" #Yes, yea; I sco, Malech, I will think of that.
You aroa brave fellow, and shall stand upon my
“right. Itis an enterprizo of hnzard ~e—u”

- % What of that!” exclaimed Malech, proudly, and
slrewhlng himself to his full height, as ho spoke—
~%.what of that, captain?  Your orders will he obeyed,
‘and if —

-“n1 ghall command the Guards in person Mulcch.
: )ou shall accompany me,” '

'Malech was satisfied with this promise, and with-'

. drew at once to prepnro for the duty nssigned him,
The resources of the storehouse of the Eyrie weroe
,ample. A long series of successful .adventures on
- sea and land had furnished the opnrt ents of Os-
- - trello’s' private quarters with every variety of ma-
" ..terials, from the finest India and Italian silks and
. velvets, to tho commonest French andSpanish elothg—
* - and thero were bullion and fringe, and golden tasscls
‘and laco—epaulottes and plumes and beavers and
_military equipments of all descriptions, to sclect
... from, at & moment’s notice. Maleoh went to work
with a will, and having ‘chosen his dozen men, a8

‘dxreoted they were forthwith uniformed, equipped {.

- and avined cap-a-pie, on the day designated,
. - At carly sunset on the evening propoted by Os-
. trello, they sallied forth, each man being mounted

upon his favorite horse; and Malech reported him-

.~ gelf before the door of the rendezvous, in reudiness

: for further orders.

' Hls promptness and faithfulness was duly appre-

. elsted by his-captain, who came forward to inspeot
the detatobment.

, % Admirable, Malech—well done!” said Ostrello.
« Upon my word, the King himself would be gratified
with-such anarray as this. Here”—he continued,
handing Malech a heavy purso of gold, * take this;

" .you have done nobly, I will join you, instantly, and
.you shall be my *leftenant ’ on this occasion.”s

;Half an- hour afterwards the little band, led by
Ostrello himself, emerged from the forest and then
dlsup_penred below among the fastnesses of the Sierra
. @' Estrella,

At tho expiration of a forced march (or rathera
hard gallop) of nearly two days, the captain called
his band to a balt, as they were about to emerge

. from o deep forest, a mile or more to the northward
- of the Castle d’ Esilrone.

. .,% Our business to-day,” he sald, in a commanding
tong; *is but o matter of diplomacy, gentlemen

. We ghall require no service save the customary im-
‘plloit obedience to orders, and the observance of a
soldierly and determined dignity—on this cocnsion—
aud I'rely upon the firmness and spirit of cach man
to cairy out the character he has now assumed, in

" order to effect my ob;eet with certainty and without

- bloodshed.”

The men responded sntisfaotorily to this little
speech, and Ostrello then continued—

“Wo are now a detachment of His Majesty's
Guords, Yonder lies the Castle of Esilrone, and
within its walls there is a man whose presence is
desired at Court, gentlemen. There will be no need
of quarrel, and least of all must we shed blood,
“there, remember, Beneath my saddle bow I carry
the King’s warrant for this man’s arrest. He is n
.priest, by pretension, but he is & knave and a coward,
both. Buch a wretch commands our pity, and he
.must not be abused. My objeot is to remove him
from the castlo without tumult or unuecessary dis-
play, and hence our present form of disguise, De-
fore the inmates of the castle shall have had time to
dlsoover whether we are the King’s Guards, or not, I

. proposa to have this lying, false-hearted priest safely
domjciled_at oup heud -quarters. Aro you ready,
:men 27

«wAll reu.dy—o.ll ready, captain !”” they answered,
-4 Be firm and respeotful, then ; prompt, dignified
and Iynx-eyed, lest something adverse may transpire.
~1 anticipate success, and with little delny. For-
“ward IV :

For further effect, n somewhat cireuitons route
.wag, taken, after leaving the great forest, in the ap-

.proach -of the gang toward the castle,. Thero was

still sufficlent daylight to permit the residents of tho
cnstlo to see the men as they came townrds the

: gutes; nnd, a8 they neared their destination Eugenie
chanced to be standing at one of the tower-windows

. .which Jooked out upon the path they had chosen.
"By her side leaned the Abbe Dugarre and her gov-
‘erness, -

uLook, father l" oried Eugenle, suddenly, “ whnt
causes the cloud of dust yonder?”

« The priest took a glass from “within the reoess,

and turned it upon the approaching objects.

4 % faith, ” said the obbe, “ they are well: mounted
and in dmshlng uniform.”
. Who can thoy be, father 2
uI wot not, child, upon my faith.”
-4 They "are . of gallant bearing, surely, added
: ,Eugeme, ‘whose “heart beat fearfully in her brea.st,

-~ asshe begun to suspect what she 8o much dreaded. -

" @ILwill go below,” said the abbe.” *They are
. here; and if Iremember rightly—from the dress
. they. weo.r—tbey come from the Palace of hxs Iloyo.l
. Majesty.”
The band of soldiers dushed up to the bridge that
crossed the mont, and Ostrello instantly shouted in

. ' Joud tone—

. Opeul open the gates in the namo of the King !
- There was o pause, a brief consultation within the
cestle, and the ponderous gate swung bnck upen its
- gwivle,
¢ Forward1” cried Ostrello to his men; and the
: " band gnlloped instantly within the spacious court
‘yard, with drawa sabres,
The leader of the detachment, whose uniform was
: nt once recognized a8 belongmg to the King's Guards,
- .held in lus hand a picce of parchment, attached to
“which wss a huge green seal'and ribbon, evidently
emanating from high authority, Holding this doc-
"ument before bim, as the chief attendants of the
“lord” of &’ Esilrone appeared, he read, in g clear
olee, the following warrant :
"IN THE ¥auE oF TiE Kina:

" Wherear, onie Philippe Dugarre, & reputed priest
and abbe of the order of Salnt Christina, has abused

Fcbu holy privllegen secorded to s featernit ) by
falsely nnd fmplously deporting bimeelf, and where-
ng, the aald- Dugnrre s charged with malfeasance,
hypoerisy and other high and heitious erimes, un-
Lecontlug the true Clirfstlan and pastor, and whereas
snid Dugarre Is now n resldent of the Castle of
Esitronc—ngalnst whomn and which, fur our own

good purposes, thls warrant 1s now especlally
directed—

Now, therefore, wo command you, Schastian Del-
moute, commander, for thoe time belng, of our Guard,
to selzo the person of tho sald Dugarre, and bim
enfely keep and bring beforo tho Justices of our
King's Bench, forthwith § that he, the said Dugarre,
may thero answer In propria persona to the alle.
gotlons herein mnde, &e., &o. Fail not, at your
peril 1

After reading this warrant; Ostrello lnstnntly
reiterated his demand, in tho name of the King,
that tho abbe be forthwith delivered into his ous.
tody,

Thero was no chanco hero for evasion or nrgu
ment, and no opportunity was afforded for unneces-
sary parley. The sun was setting; and the captain
of the ¢ Guard” was in haste to make good his
| return. -

All éxplanation was lnterdloted nnd he said his
mission was. at an end, if the ebbe were not forth-
coming, immediately. . - :

“You must depart!” said . the lord of Esllrone
Castle. * There is no appeal hm-—il; is his Majesty
who commands. . Your blessing, abbe, and adieul”
.4 Are we'not safe in the hands of our King, my
lord 7 muttered the abbe, with & pretension to sub-
mission and confiding humility,

s Yes—go, father; and confound the abusers of
his Majesty’s confidence,” 8aid his lordship.

" A horse was saddled, the abbe mounted, and

-|flanked by half a dozen of Ostrello’s men, he left

the castle -in oustody of the disguised “ Guard of
the King of Portugal.”

Eugenie had. been  close observant of all- that |
passed, from o station she- took on the balcony. near
the scene ; -and- her confidant (the peasant who had
alded her befors, and who was among his lordship’s
household,) uppronched her stealthily as the soldlers
rode away with-their prize,

He dropped an envelop into her extended hand,
without & word of explanation, and retired,

CHAPTER V. .
HOW THE ABDE WAS ASJONISHED,

The band of Guards, who so carefully surrounded
the abbe, rode considerably harder than his rever-
ence was accustomed to do, and the exercise was
anything but agreeable to him.. However, at mid-
night, they halted at a small and isolated dwelling
upon the way, where Ostrello proposed to wait for
refreshment and a little rest for his men and horses,
A braco of sentinels were posted at the door of the
little room where the abbe slept, and a few hours’
repoge greatly relioved himeelf and his guard, At
daybreak, after & cup of wine and a dish of fruit,
supplied by the host, who seemed to be well acquaint-
od with the captain, the party set out again for the
mouutains.

Up to this time, though the abbe could not com.

: l
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the able—had ticen sprung by tho fatler porsonage,
on that occaslon, and after ho discovered tho young
lndy f11 the act of perusing that communication, ho
hostened to the lord of the eastle, and wade known
hia discovory with all possible deapatch,

“ I3 It possible 9 oried ber guardian,

“ Even,08 1 toll your lordship,”

“ A letter?  Whoneo comes it ?”

“ That T am unable to nnswer, my lord.”

«1 will sce to it,” snid the guardinn of Eugenio.
And, truo to this promise, ho had now taken all re-
quisite precautlons to retain hls ward dircctly under
tho supervision of his own oyes, or subjeot to the
control nud survelllance of thoso whom ho placed to
watch over ber every movement. Sho was so closoly
dogged, that sho was unable to write or to send any
gort of favor to her lover. Aund thus time passed
wearily away,

On tho mornfng succeeding the return of Ostrello
to bis haunt, the Abbe Dugarre was suddenly sum.
moned to afpear before the tribunal that was to
judge and pronounce sentence upon him, IHe fol.
lowed tho guide who came to conduct bim into tho
presence of his accuser, and his heart smote him ag
he passed from his cell .to the trial room. The abbe
was now destined to be more nswnished than he
hnd hitherto imagined,

He soon camo to the upnrtments of Ostrello,
whichi he entered, followed by a portion of the
Guard. A magnificent -and beautifully furnished
room opened before him, at last.and. he entered it
with becoming grace and dignity, crossing his breast
a8 ho passed the threshold . and stood, alone, in the
presence of his judge and his captor!

As soon @8 tho attendants and soldiers had olosed
the purtitlon doors behind them, Ostrello commenced:
to intérrogate him; the *abbe” stauding, and Te.
plylng as he thought proper. :

*You are the Abbe Dugarre,” said tho ouptuin,
Tooking into Lis face, carnestly. - But the priest did
not reply. :

“Are” you not tbe soculled Abbo Dugarre ?”
peuted Ostxello, ngum guzlng mwntly at his pris-
oner,

« First you 8o assert ” responded the priest, impu-
dently, “and then you question if it be s0.”

% Your answer "’ said Ostrello, firmly,

« Then I anewer yes; and 1 claim the right to
ask, in return, who is it that acouses me? - Why am
Lhere? And to whom am I called upon, thus extra-
judicially, to answer 7"

“You are here by my orders, Dugarre. Jam your
nocuser. You are called upon to answer to me, for
your offences and your knavery.”’

“Are you the Abbe Dugarre, I repeat,” said the
ocaptain, once more,

«I have answered, yes.,”

“Then I say you are a bold liar, Dugarre I

« How 7"

“ You are a bolder liar than I took you for, upon
my word! You are not the Abbe Dugarre.”

“Who are you, that thus presumes to insult and
throw contumely upon a servant of the Church ?”
said the prisoner, boldly.

“I am both church and state, in this province, as

prehend the reason why his escort traveled thus
rapidly, and through the woods and forests in pre.
ference to the more convenient roads or paths, yet
he went on, almost in_silence, believing himself in
charge of the King’s officers and soldiers, But his
doubts gave way to fears, at length, and fear gave
utterance to his suspicions, He had already passed
the Rubicon, however! The Abbe Dugarre was
safely beyond the limite of *civilization,” and he
| was now within trumpet-oall of the head quarters
of Ostrello, chief of the smuggler tribes of the
mountains beyond Torres,

«This is not the road to the capitol; surely,” sald
the-abbe, suddenly reining up his steed.

# Forward /"’ shouted the captain, peromptorily.
«I will proceed no further, until I know your
purpose,” he added, addressing Ostrello, firmly.

# Forward, T say I” repeated the captain, in & loud
tone.

The abbe persisted, and fell back, closely pressed
by the horses of the Guards near him.

 Will your reverence go on' peaceably, or will you
give us the trouble to compel your obedience to or-
ders ?” said Ostrello, quickly.

. Answer mo—whither are wo hound,” replied the
priest, « or I refuse to proceed, determinately,”

% We answer no questions, horo,” responded the
ouptnln. Then, vturning to his men, he added,
ugeize the knave, and bear him to the poavern.
Becure him, and report to.head-quarters, forth-

| with.”

Baying this, Ostrello put spnrs to his horse, and
gorambled along the ravine. The party was already
close by the foot of the hill, upon the summit of
which stood_the E_yrle and the prisoner, after loud.
ly protesting against the' abduction and deceit he
had been made ‘the victim of, was placed where he
could do no further harm for the present. Malech
get & watoh ovor hlm, and immediately repuired to
the apartments of his commander..

When the Guards left the castle with their pris.
oner, and, as they turned, at the gate, Ostrello gave
asign to the disturbed and anxious Eugenie which.
she’ quickly appreciated. As soon as they passed
benéath the walls of Esilrone, her faithful « peasant”
pluced in her _possession the note to which we have
alluded, and which came from the hand of her
lover. ‘As soon a8 sho found herself alone, & fow
moments afterwards, she broke the seal and read as
follows:—

« Dean-Evaeniz—THave no fears for the result of
this bold step. In the riame of the Ki ing, much may
o' done peaceably, that would otherwise require
controversy and trouble. Rely on my disoretion.
1 shall have removed from the castle—when this
finds you—at least ons powerful oppressor of your
gelf, and an enemy of my own. I will sce that he
annoys neither you nor myself, henceforth,

«T have read your last epistle with joy. Find
means to absent yourself from the castle, if possi.
ble, at an early day=—if but for a single hour; and
wo will fly, safely, from further interference or-per-
geoution. Let me hear again from you, through our
late. means of communication, and belicve me de-
votedly, as ever. Yours.”

herself from the cspionage to which she was sub-
jected. By day and by night her every movement
was closely watched, and she was not permitted now
to be nlone at all. Her rambles were confined to
tho walks within sight of the castle, and it was im-
possible for her to plan a successful chance for
clopement.

It will not be forgotten that, but a little tlme pre-
viously, while Eugenie was reading one of the letters
of her lover in the privacy of her own room, she
thought she heard o slight noisc, and felt that an
intruder was near her. A secret spring in the wall

of her apartment—inown only to her guardian and

In vain did Eugenic strive to manage to absent |*

you will find, at your leisure. I know you, Dugarre,
and I propose to give you.a lesson in experience that
1 hope will profit you,in the end. You are a de-
ceiver, an impostor,aud o villsin, I am Ostrello,
tho captain of the brave bands of the Sierra d’ Es-
trello. You have probably heard of me ere this,
before I said the chief of the smugglers, in o tone of
authority riot to be questioned,

The *Abbe’ Dugarre (for once-In his life) was
sincerely astonished ; and this threatening announce-
ment, for the moment, greatly disturbed his temper
and his equunimlty ! \

5
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CHAPTER VI
THE EXAMINATION AND THE VERDICT.

The prisoner was at first disposed to be insolent,
but he soon changed his tactics, He- found that
Ostrello was an even match for him, at least, to say
nothing of the advantago his oaptor enjoyed in point
of his position and present relations to him.

# And do you dare thus to insult and annoy a ser-
vant of his Catholio Majesty, and a supporter of the
Church ?” demanded tho abbe, indignantly. * What
it I call down upon your guilty head the punishment
you have so justly merited 2

] repeat to you, Dugnrre, I am not here to sub.’
mit to your vaunted superiority of character, and
least of all to listen, for a moment, to your pretended
show of holiness. I tell you you are a polished
knave, and I know.it. You are no abbe, but by
assumption. You have chosen the olonk of virtue
and religion to serve the devil in, and you have
already carried your deceit and bigotry quite too far
for the safety of those whom Fate has placed in your
care, of late, You will now have ample leisure to
repent and to reform, I am certain ; for your stay in
this mountain will unquestlonebly be somewhat pro-
traoted!” .

The pretended “abbe” was greatly alarmed at
this speech from the 1ips of Ostréllo, whom he plainly
saw was high in authority, kere, at any rate, and .
who he was satisfied—~from the manner and adroit-
ness with which he had contrived his arrest——was
no-mean adversary to contend with,

Besides this, the captain had touched him upon o
polnt where he was evilently tender. He wag far
distant from the scenes of Lis earlier years, and the
days long passed he did not care to recalll His
captor knew him ! - If. 80, he had no- chance for de-
fence, and but little. hope of. esonpe, Ho yielded,
however, but slowly, and the captain continned —

« Listen ‘to me, Phihppe Dugarre!” said Ostrello
firmly, as he looked -intently into the eye or ‘his
prisoner,

The false priest had not™ heard “his name 8o
familiarly pronounced for many years—and  the
sound of it, in that lonely cavern, under the peculiar
ciroumstances of his oase, really startled him.

T see,” continued Ostrello, *that you begin to
believe me, though I doubt what you have neserted.”

“Me? I—I beliere—believe nothing; nothing
thn.. you say can effect the Abbe Dugarre,”

—'sh! Philippe! Let me point you far back to
the days when you Were & boy at school. Do you
rerember one Anthony Leclare? Do you forget the
daughter of Bertier? Can you not turn baok the
leaves of your memory, and see the playful, charm-
ing, bright-cyed Charlotta Debrisse ? And Elverton,
the noble Henri Elverton, and Bosque, and Chandeler
aod Ivis? Ah! Isco you do remember your old

his words upon the mlnd of his victim.

I recolleot — ’

“1 know you dol” added Ostrello, 1nlerrnphng
him,

.

mates,” continued the captain, watching the effect of

“Isay I remember nothing of the _klnd. .This i

mutaraery 18 naught to me, Why nm Ihere? 1
comwand yod-—1 demand of you to bting me tefore
my accusor, 1f 1 have dono nught to lgluro you, or
him, or any ong ———~"’

u Peace, Phillppo! Ilave I not already nssured
you of the fact that [ am your accuser? Boam I
your Judge, at present, Phillppo Dugarre |

«Then I protest ——"

«There {8 no appeal hore, Phillppe, Hear mo!
Your further attempts to decolvo me are futilo; and,
sinco you are thus stubborn and foolish—as well as
guilty—TI will refrésh your recolleation ; but 1 must
not bo intofrupted. Listen to what 1 have to eny,
then, without further interrogation, or our conforencd
is at an end, and | you will find thiat there are npnrb-
nients in this cavo not go agreonblo or o pleasant as
that whlcb you ocbupy at this moment.”

Pilippo- had had, already, ovidenco of tho cup:
tain’s power, and he belicved whathe said. The
oulprit was silent. C

« More than o score of yenrs ago,” said Ostrello,
impressively, * thero was an old man residing upon
the banks of & quiet river in the South of Europo,
whom sickness had laid its heavy hand on, and who
wag lying, finally, near tho door of death, His
cstato was valuable, and he had a steward whom he
had confided in for many years, but wha had con-
tinued, from year to year, to rob him of his means,
until at last, when the droad destroyer called him
away from his long sufferings and pain, he had been
rendered penniless, from that steward’s treachery.”

A sigh esoaped the breast of the nbbe but Ostrello
did not secm to notice it.

«This dying man, of all his onco happy fn.mlly-
had but a single child then living—a tender boy-—
whom he loved most devotedly, As the vital spark
was just departing, he grasped the flinty hand of his
attendant and confidant, and said—* Take  the child; | ¢
‘husband my lands and means, be faithful to my
‘boy, and heaven-will not forget youl” -The old man
died, and tho steward took possession’ of the estate.”

«You are cortain of this ?” usked the abbe, unex.
peobedly.

% 8o runs the story, asl have ‘heard it,” replled
the. onptniu. #The man in whom this kind old pa-
ront had placed his hope, whom he would have
trusted—whom he did entrast—with gold ‘and lands
untold in vslue; the mlsoreunt. into whose custody he
placed the fortune and well-being of his only darling

that momeont to look up r, for counsel,
and for advice—proved fulthless to the mission thus
‘confided to him, and robbed the heir of lands and
gold, and all that he should otherwise in right
and justice have possessed !”

The abbe would have replied, but Ostrello con-
continued,

«The grave had scarcely closed upon tho poor re-
mains of that fond parent, ere his steward contrived
to trammel this estate and distort & will—forged for
the purpose—so as forever to exclude from all chance
of redemption, the rights of the parentless child.
The boy was cast adrift, and in the midst of tempta.
tions and sin, he only found & precarious subsistence,
for years, thereafter. He soon became a reckless,
daring youth, and then. found those who were his
seniors in age and orime, Wwho gathered round him
and pushed him forward in iniquity,”

« This was his chotoe of fortune,” said the abbe.

« It was no choice of his. He was pushed into
associntions with crime, by his adversity, before he

knew or realized the perils and the heinousness of
his acta. When he would have reformed, the finger
of scorn hnd come to be poinwd at him; and he
looked for sympathy, for friendship, for worthier
companions—but it was too late!

He was driven from his home, at last, and the law
proclaimed him an outcast! A price was set upon
his head—he was hunted by the hounds of legal

present persecution. o

The ill-gotten gold thus obtained by the faithless
steward I have spoken of, was quickly squandered
by that robber, in riotous dissipation. The lands
whioh he had stolen from the helpless child soon
followed. Mortgage after mortgage was piled upon
the estate, until at last the thief had neither ' money
nor rental to his name—all had vanished, and he was
a pauper, This was his fate, and be awoke to its
realization when all was beyond his reach forever!
But he wag cunning, shrewd in his villany, and of
plausible exterior. Ho could not dwell longer in the
neighborhood where his crimes had been committed,
and he, too, fled from among his former fellows. He
disavowed his- name and onlling, foreswore the:
country that gave him birth, and for ten long years
he was a lying, cheating, swindling wanderer,”

The priest was deeply disturbed by this recital,
but Ostrello did not suffer him to utter a.syllable,

¢ The effeots of time had changed the appearance
of this man, and ‘he at length put on a hood and
cowl. His head was shorn, and his appearance of
sanotity gained him new friends. At last ho met
with s nobleman who sought his acquaintance be-
cause he believed him honest and austere in his re.
ligion ; and he brought the scoundrel into his house-
hold, and placed in his charge another child, more
innocent than the one he had’ first ruined! What
might have been her fate, but for a lucky turn of
fortunc’s wheel in her behalf, time and opportunity
alone could have told, You have heard the story,
Dugarre. Isit a romance 2 usked the captain, with
deep feeling, - .

«I do'not know—1I am g —

“ You are Philippe Dugarre, the cheating, lying, |
guilty knave 1. have - described,.nnd  am Antonty,
that fatherloss - ‘boy'1””-‘shouted Ostrello, |  Look. in
my faco, Philippe I”” he added ; but ‘this was unheard
by . the falso priest, who" lay at his feet, senseless,

: upon the soony cuvern floor!

CHAHTER VII
. . THE RAVEN, . -
About an hour after the sceno desonbed 1n tho

.| 1ast chapter- had closed bel.ween the captain and

Philippe Dugarre, & sail ‘was reported from the
lockout, benrnng down toward the biuff from the
northwest. The priest had been duly digposed of
in the meantime. Upon coming to™ Lis senses, he
begged that Ostrello would not take his life, and, if
he could so far forget his injurics as to permit him
to dopart, he promised, by all the solemn oaths he
could muster, never to molest either the captain or
any one whom he coveted or cared for,

¢ Never,” he cried, piteously, “never will I divulge
your secret, Antonio, if you but spare mel”

“I'do not intend that you shall have the oppor-
tunity, at present,” said the captain; and oalling
his guard, the pretended abbe, now fairly unmusk-

ed, wwplueed in close confinement,
“Do not injure bim,” said Ostrello to hig men,

ohild—a. ohild who had no other friend on earth, at |

justice, and he fled—far from pursuit.and further|.

o but sco that he s secu red Leyond tho possitility of -
present escape. Holso duspunto vitiain, but 1 will .
sottlo his account nt'my lelsure. Afford him food
and comfort—but keop bim qulet and o close pris-
oncr, until further orders. - Away i

The abboe found himself alono, n few minutes after-
ward, and oll his appoals, hls. protestations, his
promiscs and his threats, were rtacived nlike with
contempt by thoso to whoso caro he had been ene
trusted, Wearied, at last, with obafing and raving,
ho feel asleep upon tho floor of his cell.

Just after sunsct, the dark hulled vessel that had
beeir in sight from the bluff somo hours, sottled
down toward the promontory, and finnlly she taok.
ed, run up by tho reof, nnd a signal appeared sude
denly’ a6 shé’ passed, from her peak. It waa in-
stunt‘ly anséwéered from the shore.

w\Who I8 it ?” asked ono of tho sentlnels, of his
comrade.

“ A new comer, surcly,” was the reply. «1 have
never scen her before, at any rate in that rig.” .
As thoy spoke, n beautiful little schooner, with
coal.black hull and masts of the samo color, rounded
up toward the cove that skirted tho base of the
bluff; and as her mainsall swung down, she came
to anchor, close to the rocky shore. .
Upon o nearer viow, it appeared. that her mnsts
and tapering spars—like the hull—were all of- the
same deep huo, and as her nose swung upward to
the current, her namo_was discovered in & line be.
neath the small oabin windows. It wasthe RAVI‘.N,
BarTnioRe.” )

Sho was & ollpper schooner, of about & hundred‘ ,
tons ‘barden ; and though not so sharp and narrow-
a8 the clipper oraft of the present day, she ‘Wag nar.
row enough and sharp enough to outsail most of the'
vessels of that time, Her cargo ‘was vuluublo, and

consisted entirely of contraband articles, which. were
to bo landed and concealed, forthwith,

The master of the schooner immediately came
nshore, and was recognized by soveral of the band,
Ho was soon in communication with Ostrello, ‘who
received him kmdly, and they prooeedsd to ‘busi.
ness,

« You are here earlier than . antlclpnted * gald
the latter. I am glad you had so fine a pessoge."

« Nover bemr, captain,” replied tho other.” #Iho
Raven is & glorious sailor, and we have had good
winds and fine weather from the start.” :

# And your freight ”

“ As usual. I hope to olear the hold in the mext
four-arid-twenty hours.”

“We are all ready, then. Shall we ~commence
directly ?”

# Immediately after night.fall, I will haul in, and
we will go at it with a will.” .

The requisite orders were given, at once, and a
squad of men was furnished from the head: .quar-
ters of Ostrello to aid in discharging the olipper of
her choios cargo. In the course of two hours, the
Raven had been hauled alongside the inner cove,

under the shadow of the high bluff, and a small

basin, within the shelter of this rock, afforded & con-
venient and sefe landing.place for the [oods that
were socreted on board her. There was no re.
spite, day or night, until everything -had been got
out in safety, and the smuggled merchandise was
finally stowed away, out of the reach of.further
present pe The Raven's topmasts had been
housed, and she was finally dismantled” altogether,
for a time. Her masts were taken out; she was
safely secured, foro and aft, away from danger of
chafing, and she finally rode quietly and safely at
anchor, out of sight except from the inner shore.

The master of the Raven soon after started off,

for the interior, for the purpose of arranging for the
future disposal of the smuggled property,- and
Ostrello now had a little leisure to reflect upon his
plans for the release of Bugenie.
“If,” said 'he to himself, after a little reflection,
“if it wero possible for me once more to entice her
out of the reaoch of thoso who encompass her, and
who now watoh her movements so intently, I would
very quickly manago to arrange it so that she would
never again return to the bondage she suffers. She ig
right, in her wish to 'avoid violence, however. 1 do
not desire this ; though, if she were but to utter the
wish, I would remove her, at the hcad of. a regiment
of undaunted men, were it necessary. But Eug(me '
is disoreot beyond hor years,

“This abbe, too!” Ho will answer nothing, he
says, except upon promise of his liberty. He even
boasts that he knows o seoret in my history that
will yet . confound me! Ho ifsists that. I cannot
dream of the nnport of it, t06. Ha, hal Phllippe
Dugarre, you are -an old _deceiver, and 1 have you
where you can do me no harm; 8o, be quiet—xf you
wlll—,and your boasted * seeret’ will keep, I warrant
me-}"

“ Sweet, innocent, beautiful Eugemel" ‘he con-
tinued, as his thoughts turned again to'the {aptiyo
of Lsilrone, “ how artless in your nﬁ‘eolions, how
inexperienced in your amours / Your chance mect-
ings with the gaily-attired hunter have been' but few
and very.brief. You have soarcely noted that care
and hardships have already traced their lines ‘unmig-
takably upon his features! - You are yonug, tender,
lovely to look upon. Your lover is  your senior more
than a ecore of years, too. You are not discerning
in your taste, or you aro quick to love. o iugh
the better, Eugenie! Your Antonio will cherish you
with.a deeper and o firmer dovotion. = And the day
shall not be far distant’ when we mll meet, not
again to be separated.” -

It wag true, Antomo was miiny years older thnn
the delicate girl ho had so singularly ‘met—and -

Toved at sight. Eugenie had been ridlng tipon the -

outsksrts of the domain belonglng tothe castle, ono
nfternoon, when she was suddenly surprised ' by the
uppenmnce of o hunter, in showy nmre. who, uccost.
ed’ her -gracefully,and_finally escorted her to the
borders of the-onstle grounds. She found him ngnin,
goon after—and then again, “He was pleusmg in
his oonversunon,und affuble in his manner. She was
favorably struck with his appearance, and she com.
menced to relate to him how she was treated at the -
ocastle. Heloved her—came i again—wrote to her—
ghe responded—they wero suspected and dlscovered .
—and, finally, her rambling limits wefe curtulled 80

that they could not communicate,

We have scen how they subscquently managed to
pass a letter or two, to and fro. The * peasant” wis
o bribed attendant of hers, and Malech had “been
the faithful earrier of his master, in this nﬁ'ulr. i

Eugenie was too timid to" permit her lover o attack '

the castle and bear her away, and 8o she w;med
and hoped for 8 more favomblu opportunuy to
escape.

. But then she knew nothmg of tho real ohemcter
of the stranger whom she had thus fuvored. e
insisted upon being known simply ag Antomo, lest

the influence of the loxd of Ilsxlrone might reach - -





















