Entored according to Act of Congress, in the year Eightoen

P e
O
Qm\ ~ =

nd Fifty-Nine, by BEny, CoLnx & Co., In the Clerk's Office of tho District Court of Massachusetts,

2 B}

Hundred

VOL. V.

Publishers,

BERRY, COLBY & COMPANY,

}

NEW YORK AND BOSTON, SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 1859,

L
=
1

{TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR,} -
- Payable in Advance,

NO. 13.

THE SUNDAY MORNING SERMONS
Of Revs. HENRY WARD BEECHER and EDWIN H.
CHAPIN aro reported for us by the bhest Phonographers of
New York, and published verbatim every week in this paper.

HENRY WARD BEECHER

PLYMOUTH CHURCH, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Sunday Morning, June 12th, 1859,

BPURTED FOR TIIE BANNER OF LIGHT, BY T. J. ELLINWOOD.

© Pgxri~Beck yo first the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness, nnd all these things shall bo added unto you.—
Matr. vi, 33 -

These words occur, as you will remember, in Christ's
Sermon on the Mount, as it is called. They are to
human life, what the compass is to a ship upon the !
sen. In them we haye, in the briefest space, an un-
erring guide. I you look at the context, you will per-
ceive exactly out of what thoughts this declaration

TeW i
& «[ say unto you, take no thought for your life, what
ye shall eat, or” what ye shail drink; nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. s not the life more than
meat, and the body more than raiment?” < Your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things.  But seek first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto

rou.”’

Now if it had been said that we are not to seck ex-
cessive enjoyment; that we are not to give undue con-

(4
in the spirit of selfishness, and taking counsol of his
lower nature, has formed o worldly ideal of happiness,
God will sceure all this to him on condition of his be-
coming pious. A man says, »Here I am drudging asa
clerki now I ghould like about twenty-five ncres of
ground for a conntry seat; [ should like a fine residence
upon it; I should Hke n carringe-house, and two pairs
of carriage-horses; [ should like a conchman, and a
gurdner, and a hired man to boot; T should like plenty
of choice fruit; [ should like a circle of agreeable vis-
iting neighborss I should like a literary reputation, in
order that I'might move in the best society—that is
about what [ should like in life, and the Bible says
that if 1 will only be pious, God will take eare of my
temporal aflairs; and Iwill be pious, hoping that God
will, on that account, give me this estate; and these
good things, which I desire.” And so he carves ont
what he would like in life, taking counsel of his lower
feelings, and supposes that if he is pions his desires
will be gratitied.” They may be, or they may not be.
Whether they are or not will depend upon cirenm.
stances.  But no man can mark out what he wants, and
then go to God and say, **You have promised to look
after 1 man’s temporal prosperity if he is only pious;
now here is what I want, and [ am willing to he pious,
and to pay for it in that way.” Such a course would
not be at all in accordance with the meaning of this
promise. I think that that kind of bartering, or
traficing. i< a3 abhprrent, alinost, to every truc-minded
man a3 it i3 to God himself : and yet, there is, among
men that would be ashamed to own it, the feeling,
+We are God's people: we have his promise that he
will further our temporal prosperity; amd he will be
hardly fair it it does not turn out that we ure hetter off
than our neighbors.””  There is no such promise in the
Bible as that you shall be better off than your neighbors
i respect to worldly things.  The promise is not that

and then I can afforl to be plous.’” Men carry their
religion as vessels -awry their little boats, which they
trail behind them, nd which dance upon the waves
that they create. Men have a little boat of picty,
which runs up and down the waves of their experience;
but their life is a geat hull of seltishness, the bow of
which ia rigged with the lower passions, God says,
*Your life should be made up, first and supremely, of
nioral rectitude—notof o common, coarse morality, but
of u morality which springs from piety, and from the
very hosom of Deity. Let this element be first and
chief in your character. Judge everything by it, and
oblige everything to conform to it. Build yourself,
and shape your aflairs in accordance with it, and I will
see to it thut you have sccular prosperity. Lead a
strictly righteouy life, and 1 will see to it that your
temporal wants are supplied. Seck first the kingdom
of God’—that is seek rectitude, scek moral purity—
‘and ail these things shall be ndded unto you.'”’ You
will not, perliaps, have all the things that you wish;
but you will have all the things that you need, God
himself being the judge of your necessities.

Some men put their passions first.  They do not do

I promised that I would go, but I have not the means
to go with. Among others, A and B are going to be
there. My word is given:; my reputation is nt stake;
and if 1 fail to meet my engagement, 1 shall lose my
standing among the young fellows. Now here are the
mesns, which [ can take it I choote.””  There is, after
all, something that says to him, +Remember your fa-
" ther, your mother, your brother and your sister; re-
“member that you are a child brought up under the law
" of conscience; and what acconnt will you give in the
s lnst day, if you steal and become a thief?””  So this
Fquestion «cotnes up for settlement betwen possions,
/usts, and the love of praise, on one side, and con-
! seience and the other moral feclings on the other: and
Uhy and by a glorions impulse seizes him, and he in.
stantly shuts the drwer, and says, «Devil, get behind
ime! tod help me! What have Ibeenabout?”’ And
he thanks God that he is yet an honest man.

S0 to many men in the strife of temptation, when it .

seems w8 though their lower feclings are nlmut_ to
swamp their higher feelings, God gives them the vieto-
ry, and all their lower natire is obliged to lie down in
" wubmission to their higher nature; and under eirenm.

sideration to the accumulation of great, wealths that | you shall have all that your vanity asks, ull that your
we are not to be anxions for luXuries in excess—if that | pride asks, al! that your passions ask, nor adl that the

this because they have no other fuelings except pas- [stanees of this kind does a man feel that he has been de-
sions: they have other feelings, There are a great !'grmlcd 2 In other words, whena man obliges his lower
many good feelings in and about them.  Dut such men ! nature to submit to his higher nature, does he notdo it
keep their goodness a3 people do their pianos. They [ with n sense that it is in aceordance with the fitness of
have them shat up, most of tSm time, at one side of the * things? Doces he not do it with wconsciousness that God,
parlor; and when they have looked after the affairs of | in the creation of the various Gieulties of the mind, in-
the kitchen, and taken their meals, and waited upon _tended that the moral nature should control those men.
theie company, and attended to all their other duties, . tal powers whieh are below it?  Does he not feel that
then, for relaxation, they open them, and play a few « it is according to the royal law of Nature that the
tunes upon thgm. Some men keep their conscience higher faculties shatl govern the lower faculties?

s_hut up a goo part of the time, and once in awhile, | Seck first the kingdom of Gml.  Put conscience, and
for @ change, they open it, and play upon it. They ' love, and veneration, and religions rectitude, first.
find it a little out of tune. but they do not mind that. | Make them supreme.  If you do this, everything else
Othery Keep their fuith laid awny most of the time, but | will have to follow them: and everything else will re-
once in awhile they bring it out and play a tune upon © port that it is fit and right that it should follow them,

had heen the command, it would not have been half so
strong as it is now; for there is no man that lives who
does not know that he can live without those things,
and that if it is not convenient for God Lo give them
to him, it is not particularly inconvenient for him to
do without them. . But there is no man that lives who
does not know that he cannot get along withoeut food
and raiment and shelter.  If there be, therefore, any-
thing which the fundamental conditions of existen
require us to think abont, und to see that we have. it
is these things on which life jtself stands: and these
fundamental necessities of life are the things which
Christ held ap before men saying, *«Do not worry your-
selves ubout even these."’

1 the question comes to this—if you say, *If I can-
not maintain my inciples, or my religion. ormy
faith, or my hope, without sacrificing my brewd, aud
nument, and life, what is the use of my endeavoring
to maintain thent at all 27’ Christ says, < Nay, even be-y
fore riment and food; jn shoret. before all the things |
on which life seems necessarily to stand, seek the king-
dom of God, aml his righteotisness, and these things
shall be added unto you,™

What is the kingdom of God?  What is inclnded in '
the term, kingdom of tiod 2 1L would seem to allude to
that tigure cmployed abundantly in every portion of
Seripture, by which the world s summarily divided
into two kingdoms—aone of good, and the other of evil. |
The kingdow ol evil Js called the Kingdom of thjs'
world, and the devil is said to be the prinee or ruler of'
it. The kingdom of good is ealled the kingdom of |
heaven, or the Kingdowm of God.  The language |
is lage and popular, yet suficiently close for good
comprehension, wnd for sound instruction.  And what
js meant by the kinglom of God, or the kingdom of |
heaven, in this worl, iv that enuse of God in which |
goodness {5 the clementary condition, which was hegan
by God, which ix supervised by God, and which in-
cludeseall who mean to be the children of God.

Christ commmunds us to seek those ends in life which
God governs and approves.  Hescommands us to seck
religions rectitude @ all that we mean by religions
purity, by justice and trethfulness, by reveranee and
obedicnce to God, by Kindness and love toward men—
in short, that life which springs trom the moral facul-
ties of the mind, in_ distinction from that life which
springs (rom the physical and the selfish powers.  The
expression weel givat, in this connecetion, has reference
not merely to priovity of time, but alse to intensity.
The command is, Let religious rectitude he the first in-
terest of your life; give to this development of life the
chief anthority.  Mike your manhood—your Christian
manhood—the most jmportant thing conneeted with
your existence. In every confliet, and in every place, |
where you are obliged to choose between that and |
something else, make moral rectitude first in authority
and bnportance.  Always adhere to that, whatever you
may lose thereby,

This commanud, whicl is so exquisite in its nature, s

the course which it marks out—wlho will aimat the |
high Christian charaeter and the moral rectitwde which |
it cujoing, and will be willing to saerifice worldly in- .
terests for the sake of virtue, alwnys making that reatly
and truly supreme, shall have all those things which
are essential to his carthly existence added unto him.
God says to such o man, You shall have temporal i
prosperity.’”  There are men in the world whao, for the

stke of honor, are sacrificing purity: who, for the sake

of wealth, are sacrifiving benevolence: who, for the

suke of temporary pleasure, are sacrificing morals.

God says, Do you, in the presence of these tcmpta-’
tions, maintain virtue, and truth, and love and good-

ness, and ultimately you shall obtain, by lvgilimulo'
methods, and in o pure and obedient way, the things |
that others seek to obtain by illegitimate methods, and -
inan impure and disobedient way. There is aright

way., and there is o wrong way, to get everything good

in this worll; and God says, <Take the right methods

of gaining these things, and 1 will charge mysell with

the eare and responsibility of remuncrating you with

all proper temporal gratifications.  Think of wme, and
my righteousness, and | will look after you and your,
temporalities,”

Let, then, the whole aim of your life be toward a,
true, manly, Christian character.  Oblige every in-|
terest of your daily life toshape itself with reference to’
that objeet, and to serve it.  And this is the promise:
1f you will honestly and persistently aim at goodness,
all needed secular blessings shall follow. But mark,
this promise does not suy that if o man mukes profes-
sion of religion, and joins a church, and establishes a
reputation for piety, he shall have all this worldly
prosperity,’ He may have it, or he may not. A man
may be profcssimmlly a religious wnn, and wmay so far
bo a religious man as to observe all the external rales
of religion—which are good enough in themselves—
‘and yet he may not have the clement of which we
shall speak in the sequol, hy which temporal prosperity

is made to inure to spiritunl purity. There are thou- -

sands. of men that are good enough members of the !
Church, who yet have no speh moral power, or religious i
feeling, ns to affect their temporal passage or prosperity. |
Neither does this promise say that if n man shuts |
himself off from the world, and prays, and sings, and
reads good hooks, and neglects his worldly business,
God will make up to him ali that he loses by such neg-
Iect. \When a man opens o store on Broadway, God
does not say to him, ©*Now you have rented your buihl-‘
ing, and purchased your goods, and hired your clerks, ’
and if you will go back into your counting.room, and
spend your time in reading and singing and praying, I
will see to the fore part of the store.””  He says noth.
ing of that sort. 1f nman wants to succeed in any
business, he must attend to it. If A man wants o
navigate a ship, he must give his attention to naviga-
tion. If & man wants to proxper in any trade, he must
faithfully devote himself to that trade. There is noth.
ing in religion that exempts a man from industry, or
from application and fidelity to his calling in life. It
is not a premium held out for Iaziness under the cove
of sanetity,” . . . ) .
Nor does this promise say nor hint that when a man,

l society fills the world as waters do the sea.

Jjudicivus arrangement ?

1apirit of selfishness whieh is in your regards as neces-
siry to your happiness in this world.  That is not the
| promise,
This is the gense of the promise: Let your whole
conduct, in every ealling and ander all experiences, he
ceontrolled by the highest religious truths, and by the
{noblest standards of rectitude, snd such a moral course
s shall not only work ont religious joy, but it ~hall be
Hlonnd, in the end, to be the true conrse for seeuring
fmere worklly prosperity.  Your religion, it true, shall
Pnever stamd in the way of your suceess; it shall never
Chinder your secunlar prosperity.  On the contrary, in o
long run, it shall promote your seculur prosperity, If
w man is guided jn his conduct in life, by the highest
standard of morals, God says to him, < Your rectitade
shall not be o manacte or a fetter to you: it shall not
Phlock up your way to suceess in this world; it shall
not be a hindrance to your temporal welfare; T will
stand up and see that it shall inure to your thrift in
this lite.””  How far those who live a pure life shall
realize their earthly hopes, is not specified—that is
left to God; but we have this great overlying assur-

| anee from God, that in its final results sueh a Jife shall

not hinder, but shall promote, our good in this world,

Dropping now the words of the text, let me enter
upon a consideration of the spirit of this truth, inits
lnrgest range; and | wish to =how, in this conneetion,
that it & man puts his religious nature first, and makes
abt the other departugents of his heing follow that nu-
ture, it will be best for him in every conceivable rela-
tion in life.
periment. Some thirty or forty very difterent forees
wre guthered together, are placed side by «ide, in inti-
mate relations, nml with powerful aftinities, and are
culled the mind, or the human soul; amd God, by his
actions, seems to say to every man in the world, « Take
thix group and bowl of powers, and go down into lite,
amd make your voywge and tight your battle with them,
There are in every one of you somne thirty or forty dis-
tinet parts or powers: go and teain them to live to-
gethers go and train them to act upon the outward
world,  Go down into life as into a school, and take
themn and dritl them, so that ench one ~hall be strong,
aned 3o that they shall all be harmoniously mited.
Carry them through life, and bring them out so that
you shall be prepared to come  hither, aml report to
me, and dwell with me.”” This seems to be the annun-
cintion of Godd to the cradle.

Here is a physical world; and we are connected with
it by our bodies, and by a system of passions and appe-
tites exquisitely fitted for relations to matter.  We are
connected, 1 repeat, with the physical globe.  Here
are swarins of men just like ourselves, and seeking the
sume things that we are seeking, They are rained
down about us, for multitude, like drops of water; and
Upon that
globe, and into that soeciety, God sends every one of
us, with all these untried. uneducated, undiseiplined

! I fiuculties, saying, *Go into that physical world—go ;
followed by the promise that the man who will pursue - into that society of men like yourselves—go ignorant |

of the natwre of the gigantic forces within you—go
down and make your trip across the continent of life;
anid then come hither, and report to me what you have
done, and what you have heen.””

Now men have got to deal with the natural world
according to the laws of their being. You cannot
shirk the necessity of doing this. There is no mother
that ean put ber wing over you and shield you frowm it.
There is no way in which you can exeape it. You

must go down with your physical body and passions .

into this world, and meet the trials and safferings of
life.  And not only this, but you have got to live,
with all the dillerent faculties and powers of your

Men are born into life upon a great ex- |

being, in the midst of a erowded society composed of,,

men of every nature, and bearing all possible relatjons
to you; amd notwithstanding the many influences Ly
which you will be surrounded, you have got to be con-
trolled by laws and governments, you have got to have
the pressure 6f hwnan authority upon you; and yet
God communds you to come out of this strife and strug-
gle with o lofty moral nature, aud with loliness of
heart, fitting yon for heaven, :

Now the question conmes, Is it of any consequence
how you carry yoursell in your eftort to do this? -~ Does
it make any difference which of your faculties are put
first, and made to lead the rest?  Is it o matter of any
importance how you rig yourself with your various
powers for the voyage of life? Here are the things
which you are to earry; does it make any diflerence
how you carry them? What is it advisable for you to
make the cut-water of your craft? Suppose you put

your selllsh passions first, and let them constitute the

bow: is that the most advisable plan?  Suppose you
bring your social affections furward, and go with them
first, and stow your selfish feelings In the hold; is that
the best way? “Suppose you bring your moral instincts
in front, and put conscience Iirst; is that the most
What is the way for o man to
build himself so that he shall make this unavoidable
voyage of life, in all its varied experiences, with the
hest results?

Most men roll into life withont a thought on this
point; hut & great question among parents and teachers
has been, How is a an to take the multiform passions
of, his nature, and organize for himself prosperity, or a
charneter that shall bear up immortality on it 7 God
siys, o When you-go down into life and undertake to
build your bark in the best shapo, carry your emotions
in the bow, and put righteousness first, i!ightenusnesa
must be sapreme.  With that for your prow, you will
go through life better than you will if you put any-
thing clse ahead. Judge everything by the law of
rectitude, by the law of purity, by the law of goodness;
and if you ohey these laws, and require everything to
submit to them, in the end your life shall be success-
ful. If you pursne any other course, you need not
hlopc to be 8o successful as you would be If you pursued
this,

This, however, is exactly the opposite course from
that pursued in ordinary life. Men say, *First, let mo
sce that I get a good hold on this globes second, let mo
gain-an- influecnce among men; and third, let me gt
cnough of this world’s goods to keep me by the way;

it, as @ man does with his guitar,

The only part of the mind which was mde to lead all

Men that are had have, Isay, a great many good : the rest of the mind peacefutly. is the moral nature of
things in and about them; but the guestion is not cman.  That this part <honld Tead, isinaceordince with
whether a man has some good or some bad,  The best  the order of nature, which was established at the erea-
men have enough that is bad, and the worst men have * tion.  And this order is not an arbitrary one; it has a
soe good. The prestion {s, What should be the cut- | reason within man's own heing.
water,  What faculties or powers of our nature should’,  But secondly: without this harmonization which
e placed foremost in order that we muy make the \'uy-’ comes from the sulmission of all the lower fueclings to
age of life with the best results? Worldly men put ' the highee, the irregularities and exeesses of unre-
their selfishiness in the bow, and hide their goodness in | strained passions will interfere with outward prosperi.
the saloon: but good men put religion ahead, and made . ty, and yet more with ouf happiness in that prosperity.
that first amd supreme, Some men attempt to take : o not think that it is a want of wisdom in the intel.
hold of life by their pride. their vanity, their selflsh- | lect that leads so many to failure in life.  There are
ness,  These are their artificers, their organizers.  Be- } men enough, that God knows, who want to suceeed in
bind, and within, they have a great many good things, | worldly things, There are men enough, every one of
but they are alternative. Some men attempt to take iynn knows, who put assiduity into this carthly strifie—
hold of life by their social attachments, hy their soft | who labor ten thousand times more than enough, it

wid gentle affections, by winning, by wiles and kindly
cheer—not by great moral elements, but by mere senti-
mentalities. Some men attempt to put knowledge,
intellect, mere mind-power, fiest.  Thev seek for intel-
ligenee, an ability to think; but thinking is the univer-
sal servant of the soul.  The life of the soul iy in the
feclings, and not in the thinking power. I take the
opposite ground from that taken by Buckle. who says
that knowledge, or the power of knowledge, is the
chief foundation of character. [ hold that feeling has
always been the lordliest parct of man’s being,  Think-
ing. intellection, iy the universal servant of the things
in which the truest character resides.  Character never
standg on the intelleetual feculties, but it always stands
on the emotive facultics.  Some men adopt neither of
the courses which I have enumersted, but follow an
aimless life, acting as they arve acted upon.

Now does it make any difference in the chances of
sueccess in life, which side of the mind is uppermnost?
Yes: the moral and religious nature is to lead all other
parts, and to conteol all other parts,

Let us look, then, into this. First, the mind is so
maude that each class of faculties controls downward,
and js responsible upwurd,  God has meant that the
bottom of the mind shall be controlled by that part
which is next above it; that the part which is next
above the bottom shall be controlled by the part which
is next above that: and that both the bottom and the
part next above it shall be controlled by the part which
is still higher, and o vn up to the highest part of the
mind—the moral and religious nature; so that each
class of feelingd shall govern all the clusses of feelings
which are below it.

When we bring a question hefore the mind for adju-
dication, we know that if the tendeneies of our natare
are not violated, the thing stands before us very differ-
ently when judged by oune faculty, from what it does
when judged by anothee faculty. If & man brings
question before the mind and judges it by anger or ha-
tred, or some other one of the lower passions, the mo-
ment he has formed Jhis judgment, he feels that that
judgment is going to be judged agnin,  He feels that
his socinl affeetions are going to take it up, and say to
him, +*You did not judge this right.”” And the mo-
ment the social aflections have taken up the question
and julged it, it goes to the higher court of approba-
tiveness: from the court of approbativeness it goes up
to the court of self-esteem; from the court of self-esteem
it poes on to the court of conscienee: from the court of
conxeience it i obliged to pass to the court of love or
supreme henevolence: and these higher courts have ju-
risdiction over ali the lowercourts, down to the bottom
of the mind. There is not a little, piddling justice’s
court in the whole nation that is not subjeet to the nu-
thority of our highest courts.  The highest court gov-
erns all the lower courts, clear down to the bottom of
our judicial system.  Aud God has made the human
soul so that its highest faenlty shall govern all the fae-
ulties helow it, elear down to the hottom,

Now the point of this statement is this: where a man
gives the authority te his higher fuculties, he holds his

mind in that order in which Nature meant it should ex- |

ist. 1lle goes back to Nature. [t has been well said
that when a man is converted, he comes to be natural.
It ix exactly what I understand, that the state of na-
twre, or the state in which man was originally create,
is the state which it i8 God’s design that we shall at-

tain, und that the power of God's Spirit is to help us

back to that state.  God meant that the top of the head
should govern the middle and the bottom; that the
moral nature should have sapree control over the low-
er faculties; and’that they should have in themselves a
sense of the righteousness of their submitting to such
control.

In proof that thisis so, I will appeal to your own
conseiousness, There are times when you make your
conscience submit to your lower passions; but you nev-
er, after having done this, look upon your course with
complacency.  Whenever you do it you disapprove of
your own conduct.  You cannot muke’ the higher
courts of your mind bow down to the lower, without
self-comdemnation.  On the other hand, younever take
an appetite, or a passion, or a feeling, or-a mental exer-
cise, or a course of conduct, and judge it by onc of the
highest faculties of your being, and compel it to obey
that faculty, without complacency.

Here is o man of anger.  He is as full of revenge as n
voleano is of luva, and what he would most delight in
would be an eruption, Conscience says to him,
+Quel] that wicked passion, and deport yourself like a
man. Hold! By the law of God Icommand you to
held 1" There is, for & little time, & bubbling and an

oscillation of the man’sgngry feclings, but at last down |

sinks the up-swelligg ‘molten lava. and he becomes
composed. Now how does he feel, when his jndgment
retarns to him, and he comes to refleet npon the course
he has pursued ?  Does he feePrexed with himself, and
say. *I have demeaned mysclf ' No; he goes home
and rays, <1 declare, I came as near -doing wrong as
one possibly could without doing it. My dear, I feel
go grateful that I was delivered from the commission of
a wicked deed. I feel a great deal better than Tshould
have felt if I had allowed myself to do a rash act under
the influence of an excited passion.’”’

Here is & young man, in whose besom is a quarrel
between conscientiousness and some of the lower pas-
sions. It is to bo adjudicated in the store. - He says,

i would seem, to seeure theiv suceess. And yet, T sup-

1 pose Bt s a very moderate calealation to say that of all
the men who endeavor to build themselves up in this
world, not one in five hundred ever reaches what he
means to reach, or comes anywhere near reaching it.
My own impression is that more than seventy-five per
cent. of such men are wrecked, so far as the attaimnent
of the things which they seck is coneerned, when those
things nre manly and proper in themselves,  Men come
out of life as they do out of a battle—crippled, wound-
ed, tarnished, blnckened,  There are very few who go
through life witnout a serateh vr a sear,

Now what is the cause of thisahnost universal failnre
of men in respect to their temporal interests? - Some
fail becanse they judge wrongly as to what they want;
more fail beeause they aim ut thing= which they are not

i adapted to obtaing und more still, 1 think, fail beeause
ol the folly and the fanaticism of theiv virions passions,
Here is 0 man who would huave sueceeded if he had
j not had such a Mgeitions tempers but this temper he
i manifested toward his fellow-men in saeh a way that
he made it for their interest to avoid him,and to thwart
< his pirposes. e wis wise enowgh, and had persever-
| anee enough, but he had an ungovernable Yemper, which
i caused his rain.
i Here is another man, who had great control of his
| temper, and who was a man, perhaps, of kKind and gond
i feelings; but he did not suceced; or, he wasalwayssue-
[eeeding and filing.  What was the matter in hiscase?

The reason of his i1l surcess was that e wis exceessive-
Iy greedy.  He never had enough.  He never could be
satisfied with anything.  He had no moderation in his
desires,  He was, therefore, like & mariner, who, de-
siring to make a quick voyage, courts disaster h{ Keep-
ing all his canvas spread, so that o sudden squall which
will do no harm to those who reef their sails, will foun-
der him. I think there are thousands of men whose
failure or ill suceess in Jife ix not to be attributed to a
want of what we call cwit and wisdom.” but simply
to the fact that they never can be sutisfied—that they
never can get enough.

Men talk about the fanaticism of religious feelings:
but the funaticism of seltish feelings is ten thousand
times more common, and ten thousand times worse,
than that of religious feelings, Now anything that shall
introduee into the minds of man the elements of maod-
eration, restaint and contentment, so that their pride
shall not mislead them, so that their avariee shall not
i mislead them, and so that their vamity shall not mis-

lend them, will be o means of promoting their tem-
poral prosperity.

Thirdly: wen are always agreeable to each other
aceording to the natura! Janguage of the higher senti-
ments as they are displayed in life: and they are al-
ways disngreeable to ench other according to the natu-
ral language of the lower feelings as they are displayed
in life. One way of earrying your mind heaps up
resistance on every side, front your fellow men—brings
in upon you oppositions, hatreds and connter-actions,
from the world around you.  Another way of careying
your mind soothes your way. by bringing men into
symphthy with you, and making them helpful to you,

Some men go through life as stemners do through
the sea, benting every wave with their padidles and
bows, determined to domineer over wiml and storm.
But it must be a well-built man that cun put his prow
into life. and go in u straight line to the point at
which he aims, by means of his own sheer sagneity
and strength. 1 think we are not at all conscious of
how much our worldly prosperity depends upon the
sympathy of our fellow men with us, und upon our
carrying ourselves in such a way as not to provoke
them to hinder us in our getting along; and yet, God
has so ordained the aflnirs of this world, that the gen-
eral and common sympathy of a whole community
oftentimes helps a man more than all his native wis-
dom and power,

Now a man that lives in his lower feelings is, in
apite of himsell, without the respect of his fellow men.
We will not overlosk in other men the fanlts which we
have in ourselves. One man ridicules his next-door
neighbor on account of his pride: but he would not
have known anything about that neighbor's pride if he
had not earried his own, head =0 high that he could look
over the fence and see how proud he was. A man
whd is stingy and avaricious, can see stinginess and
avarice in any other place except his own pocket.
And if we look into society, we shall find that men
will not allow us to be bad—that even bad men will
not allow us to be had. o

Do yon suppose that if Twere to fake to drinking,
i drunkards would honor me? Instead of that, they
would hold me in derision. Do you suppose that if I
were to becoe a gambler, ganiblers. would be my
friends? Nongmore than they would flail me. The
good would show pity to me. but the bad wauld perse-
cute me. A man by the manifestation of his own feel-
ings. stirs up the same feclings in other men.

Let a man carry himself with such sweetness of tem-
per, and with such n sense of justice, that his own
clerk shall say, **I belicve that if there ever was a man
who meant to be just to the very letter, it is

loyer;’” let a man carry himself in's
Eis neighbors shall s is :
after his own prosperity, but also after the prosperi-
ty of others;’” let & man carry himsell so that his
copartners in business shall’ say, '++We have scen

\ him, in tho utmost stress of fallure, in such a sitoa-

tion that he might havencluwed the whole, and he
would not do even thaty’ lot o man carry himself so
that merchants shall say of him, *He is a sainty"’ let
a man carry himself, for weeks, and mounths, und years,

edge of his real character, +There {3 & man who does
not want to hinder the success of other men, who does
not want to build himself up at the expense of any-
body else, but who wants to be true and just and
kind’'—let o man carry himself in such o way, and he
will have the key of every lock in creation. let g
man live so that his neighbors shall say of him, *+Here
is o man that always means to do right,”” and there is
no place in the world where be may not go. BEvery-
thing fuvers the prosperity of that man of whom the
world has decreed, <+ He i just and good.”’

It ix“ensy for us to carry oursclves amid the tem-
pestuous storms of this life, so long ns our desire is to
be good and just and true. The man who builds him-
self on the pattern of goodness, and carries himself
aecording to the law of rectitude, shall find that a pure
life, instend of stunding in the way of his success, in
the highest degree promotes it; he shall find that in-
stead of being obliged to go up the river to prosperity,
he will go down—and jt i3 very easy to go down
stream, either to virtue or to vice.

I thiuk wo neither know what influences we are pro-
ducing upon other men, nor what influbnees we are
recipients of from other men,  We are so bound up in
ourselves, that we do not stop even to see what a train
ol influences we carry with us all the time. We are
continunlly producing eflects on every side of us, of
which we take no note. I frequently see vast ocean
steamers going up to the yard for repuivs, or, having
just been launched, coming down to go out and make
their trinl teip. Do you suppose that one of these
Jleviathans of the deep, as it moves past, rolling its
ponderons wheels, thinks anything about the elfects it
is producing upon the smaller vessels in the channel ?
All it thinks of is, how many revolutions its wheels
can make per minute, and how rapidly it can glide
through the water.  But see how all the little boats
near its course hop and bound upon the waves which
it creates ax it sweeps along,  See how, as these waves
wash the shores of Brooklyn and New York, the ves-
sels lying at anchor there are tossing in the swell.
The steamer does not know that it is carrying vexa-
tion in its train. 1t coes out to sea all unconscious of
what it has dene, while every one behind it s out of
temper, amd swearing, in consequence of the disturb-
ance it has eansed,

We o theough life, deawing deep, so that the craft
on both sides of the avenne through which we pass are
mavde to lop amd bowwd upon the waves we produce,
atl =0 that men foered in prosperity and in charace-
ter, rock and grind at the pier. and are angry toward
us s aml yet we do not know what disturbance we are
citusitg. One thing iscertain, and that is this : selfish
passiogg make everyhody ehafe, whereas, the influence
of the holier feelings is like the odor of roses or mig-
nonnette, which  you can ~nell though you cannot sce
thew.  The atmosphere by which a righteons man sur-
rounds himself, i like the very perfumne of heaven,

But, fourthly, there is another view of this subject.
A man who, in going through this life, aims at another
and a higher lile, will have a great sdvantage which
those will not have who do not aim at such a life. If
you have walked acfoss a stream on w log—and of
course you have if you have been & boy—youn know
that if, while going over, you look at your feet, you
wre sure to lose yonr balance and get a dueking.  If
you were ever taught how to cross streams in this way,
you were told not to look down, but to look steadily
at the opposite bank. or at a strke, or some other ob-
jeet on the bank.  If & man follows this direction he
carries himself =afely across, and reaches the other
side with great exultation,

Now the man who, in this world, i3 looking at his
feet wll the time, will be oontinually slipping and mak:
ing blunders; but the man who fixes his eve upon the
bank on the other side of the stream of life, will be
enubled to carry himself with suflicient steadiness to
et acroas in safety,  Let o man put his eye upon the
uther workd, upon the eternal sphere, and say, It i3
necessary for me to get through this life, and to pro-
vide for myself during my sojourn heve; but, after all,
[ am not living for this world: to get to heavenis my
alm '—let ooman do this, and he will find that he can
make straighter paths, and walk casier, and get along
better in every respect, than a man who Jives for this
world alone,

And that i< not all—nor half, either. The effect of
things in this world apon us depends upon the way we
look at them.  Here is 1 man who suys, < Money. be
thou my God.”  And his God grows with him cvery
yeur, till it grows up to twenty thousand dollars.
Then comes a God-destroyer in the shape of a financial
revulsion, and knockx his God to picees; and in bitter-
ness he exclaims, ¢+ They have taken away my God.””
He is o poor, Godless fellow: he has lost his money—
that is all.  Right beside himis a neighibor who also
had twenty thousand dollars, and the same erisis swept
away all his carthly possessions : but this man, instend
of feeling that his all is gone, says, * The Lord Jeho-
vah is my God. Do you suppose that the loss of a
little gold dust is going to blust ail my hopes? + The
Lord gave. and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be
the name of the Lopd,” I am satistied to take what-
ever it may please him to give me."’

Here is a man who says, < I will place my affections
upon hy friends, and will depend upon them for sym.
pathy and support in this world.” He gets his friends
together, nml says, *+ 1 have got my household and
ncighbors to love me and suecor me, and 1 shall do,
well enough.” But ah! is there a man that can gather
his triends about him with a certainty of keeping them
with him? Is there an insuranee company that can
insure your friends aeainst sickuess und death?  Con
you get insured against infi-lelity on the part of yaur
friends?  Can you fortify yourself in the love and con-
fidenee of your fricnuds so that you can exultingly ask,
« Who shall take me or my fortress?”* No, There is
nothing that can insure the life of your friends, or the
continuance of their love toward you. Sickness may
destroy them.  In one disaster, like that, for instance,
of the sinking of a steanter, & whole household may be
swept awny. And those whose attachment to you
scems strongest, may como “to be your bitterest ene
mijes.

How many men that wero rich have been suddenly

erty? And how often iy it the case that & man’s.
friends, in the midst of whom he &tands up strong. s .

snatched from him by the ravages of disease, or by
estrangement of affection, s the forest trees are cut
away from the pine by the woodman’s axe; and how -
often, when men are thus left alone and unsnppprtegl. i
do they fail in lifo, as tho pine, when left standing-by

winds, falls to the ground.

money.’’ May be you will; and if you do, may beyou
will lose it; and in such an event what will hokl you .

Do you say that you

refinements of life?  May be you will ; but can you .

not be scattered?  Can you find an insuravge office
that will say to Time,

{ou find any body of men that will insure ¥ou against
can do no such thing. It is the man that says, +« I
it fixed on the. things of heaven. (and where, your
the disasters of life, and

by'them. | ’

I have gone throngﬁ two ‘great reynls?ons.','One_‘gf_'.’
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#o that men shall gay of him, from an actual knowle—

and unexpeetedly reduced to a state of extreme po¥.

a large pine stands in the midst of a thick forest, are..

itself, with nothing to shield it from the fary of*the .

Here is a man who says, **I am going to have .
up, if it is on money that all-your hopes are heged? -
will derive consolation from the .

kecp them? Can you say that your honsehold. shall : -

ense your ravages,” orthat .
will say to Disease, *+ Hold back your arrows?®”** Can .

having your way in life turned upsidedown? Yon:,

will not put my heart on carthly {hings, but will keep .

heart g, therovyour treasures, are,) who can meet all'+ .
‘not bealqrmed or discouraged *
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BA.NNER OF LI GHT.

. ¥ Writtan for the Banoor. of Light,

RECOLLEOTIONS.

. Ohy recollectiona of tho by-gono yoars,
What kindly frictids yo aro In solitudo;
How grateful memories melt to Joyous tears,
" Yhen wo recall the loved, the pure, and good!
8iHl linger near, fur 1 'm deserted now,
And weop for ono who falters at hier vow,
ghe Ieft mo with a sweet “ I1'H como sgain,”
Borne liko rick music to my trusting heart,
S¥hich through my angulsh soothed in part tho poin,
. Ifelt, whean first 't was sald that wo tmust past,
Datah! forgetfulness her mind has stored,
And 1t now sceme affection's best reward,

My life would be fudeed » summer's hour,
Full fraught with every joy, and pleasure, too,
Could I but trust her love's unfalling power,
And that herself was still nofaltering, truo,
As when in days gono by sho won my soul,
" And I found peace beneath her sweet control,
Ob, hearts that win us, to our joy or grief,
Whenco I8 the power yo wleld to our annoy,
Or bring to nature as n dark relief, )
To touch tho stony heart with its alloy ?
Lives 1t in beauty's form, In tender eyos?
;  'Wafte {t on summer alrs, or human slgh\?
" Oh, once again return to glad and cheer
A llfe that knows no joy but in thy gaze,
‘Which onoo bereft, forever wlil be drear,
Or by theo bleat have many happy days.
‘Lot hope not die, or I 'm deserted now, ,
"And thou wilt weep for thy neglected vow. -
Falir Bammer emilos with all the countless flowers
The Spring has left upon hier budding breast,
.o put thelr fragrance forth, in fields and bowers,
" And all tho world about me scemoth blest.
Let me not mourn—roturn, nor 1ongor stay, -
E'en June is cheerioss while thou art away, .

Written for the Banner of LtghL
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THE UNHEEDED WARNING. ‘

) '_ oY KATB KEITH, -

s Wl your honor do & kind turn ton poar- t‘ellow
who needs’ o bit of Christian - sympathy, - but he.e
httherto t‘ound as little of it'in & Chriétian land as
it’ it were o land of snvages 7 &

- 1 Jooked at ‘the author. of this somewhat quaint
nddress with & kindly feeling, for which I could not
wéll account, but which was confirmed the moment
I scanned his person and features. He was a young
man, ‘apparently about thirty-two or three, dark as
& ripe nutshell, with large, liquid and piercing eyes,
-yet full of an expression of manly though bomely
politencss. ! )

His legs. bare to the knee ; he wore no coat,
and the sleeves of his shirt ‘'were tucked up to the
shoulders, while his neck and chest were unocovered,
thus exposing to my view a figure in which the most
perfect symmetry was displayed, together with a.
development and compaotness of muscle, whioh in-
dicated the union of extraordimary atrength and

agility. Though his face exhibited no sinister lines,
but on the contrary an honest unequivooal expression,
there was, nevertheless, a look of indomitable reso-
lution in his olear bright eyes, which led me in-
stantly to infer that habit had strengthened the
manly daring of his nature. He was altogether a
very propossessing objeot. )

«What can 1do for you, my good fellow ?” 1in-

* quired frankly.

~ 4Why, your honor, I’ve been tqrned off the es-

v tates of all your wealthy neighbors, and last night

I pitched ‘my tent here hard by. My wife is just
taken ill, and I only come to ask if your honor will
suffer us to remain under God’s own sky, and upon
God’s own edrth, though yours by right of property,
until she gets strength enough to follow me to a
shelter, where, with the wild brutes of the forest, I
tay claim a free and undisputed inheritance.”

There was a rough pathos and a vigorous pro-
priety of expression in this reply which intercsted
me exceedingly, and increased the tnvornble im-
pression the man had already made,

-« That T will, my fine fellow,” I replied, “I would
not turn o dog from my door that wanted shelter,
-much more from my land; it is not likely then that
I couid refuse such au appeal as yours.”

CAL tear started to the man’s eye.

S § hn.ve been so little used to expresaions of that

kindrcd fellowehip. which ought to unite men in one

common 'bond, that I can hardly help playing the
womnn in the fullness of my surprise, and—I shall

not be ungrateful,” he said, stopping short and dash-

" jog awny a tear.

", wWhere is your tont?” said I,in'a tone of com-:
mlse,ration that ovidently incrensed his - emotion,
@ Perhaps 1 may be of some little service to- your

‘wife, to ‘whom,.in her present condition, pome of

-those comforts ‘may be welcome, which you have nob
perhn.ps, the means of procuring.”-

- He'thanked me shortly but warmly, and led the
wey to his nomadio tenement.  In  snug’ corner be-
tween two hedges, upon & small piece of waaste land,
1found.a ragged - tent pltohed which was nothmg
more than a square piece of oanvas thrown over o
pole, supported horizontally by two forked stiocks
dnven into the ground, scarcely moro than five feet
- high, and about cight feet'apart. At the further

" end a piece of squara cloth. covered the - aperture,

- _-nd egress of the several inmates.

- while the nearer romained -opened for the entrance
These were the
gipsey, for such was the man, two children, the
mother and grandmother. .

" The gipsey’s wife was lying under a oonrse, tat-
tered -rug upon a bed of clean straw, while the two
children, both " girls, were seated on'the ground by

- their mother’s side, with only a single ragged gar

ment for a covering. The elder one was a bronzed,
dark-eyed girl, rather delicate in feature, but robust

_in limb, and exhibiting a promise of all the father’s

fine anatomical proportions, together with that deli-
cate roundness of outline which is the chief attrac-
tion of female beauty.

She was, as I afterwards o.scertmned only twelve
yoars old ; but, a3 is commonly the case with this
race, who still maintain many of the idiocratical
peouliarities of their eastern origin, she appeared so
mature asg to make me think it high time that she

-, should be attired in something & little less ethereal

than tho rather primitive costume in which, with
the most perfect sceming of inmocence, hawever, sho
notr stood before me,

The furniture of the tent was admirably caloulated
for expeditious removal, a3 the whole of it might
have been packed in o handbagket, There were a
few cooking utensils scattered about in the undeeu-
‘pied corner of this patriarchal abode, 8o ingccurely
-covered by the canvas that the brogd light of heaven
exposed them to my unwilling scrutiny with all
their dingy incrustations of raust and smut A
broken pitcher, filled with water as high as the
fracture, stood in the opposite coraer, while a small
ToA¢ of barley bread and & gallipot of dark dripping

"{ were placed upon o withered cabbagofeal in the

middlo of the tent.

I asked the poor woman low she felt. Sho an-
swored cheerfully, on hearing from’ ber husband,
who was evidently extremely anxious about her, that
1 had promiscd they should remain unmolested on
tho spot which they had chosen for their temporary
abode. Iput asmall sum of moncy into the hand
of tho poor woman on quitting this vagrant but
really interesting family, and, as soon as I got home,
ordered such things to be sent 8 I consldered might
be required by tho wife, and -uscful to the husband
and other members of the gipsey establishment. ' For
o fow days tho medical man of the ncighboring
town visited,at my desire, the paitent on the common;
and within o week I had the pleasure of secing the

-

bodily energies recruited and improved.
- 1t happened, shortly after my introduction to this

- | poor family, that"tho gipsey was apprehended upon

suspicion of having stolen some poultry from the
premises of a neighboring gentleman whohad turned
him off his estate. Thinking that he had been
taken up and committed upon insufficient evidence,

sel’s advice and assistance at lis trial, so that he
wag happily acquitted, and o short time aftor.the
real offender was apprehended and convioted.

Within a fow weeks after his acquittal, the gipscy,

. {in whom I really took great interest, for ho was one

of the finest fellows I ever remember to have scen,

whither.

supplied - by his bodily energies; I, on the contrary,
frequently dull and dissatisfied, with all aroutid me
that wealth -could administer to the caprices of hu-
man desire, The gipsey ‘had not only quitted my
estute, but, as far could asoertain, the country,
Years passed g and he did not again oross my
path. Business or pleasure at length took me to
Paris ; from thence I determined to cross the Alpine
barrier into Piedmont, and pass a few months in
Turin, where an old friend of my family resided.
Ileft tho French capital, for this city, the latter
part of the summer, and after passing a few days at
Lyons, proceeded on my journey with all the im-
patient eagerness of a novice. When entering Savoy,
that country of romance and song, with which we
are so fond of assooiating fruitful fields, luxuriant
vineyards, happy valleys, and a hardy, prosperous
peasatry, I was greatly burprised at the wretched-
ness which abounded everywhere. Miserable hovels,
squalid inmates, and importunate beggars, formed
the most prominent characteristics of a land whose
scenery is beyond comparison picturesque; I was
glad to quit a country which seemed to me to exhibit
every variety of wretchedness;und made the best of
my way to Turin, in the hope of seeing more happi-
ness among my speoies than I had witnessed in “the
mountains and valleys of Bavoy.
-1 was a perfect stranger in Turin, but soon dis-
covered that there were many English residents in
the city with whom it would be easy to associate, as
the formalities of introduction are not very strictly ] &
attended to where persons of the same country meet
abroad. Ihad a letter of credit upon a banker, who,
finding that I had plenty of money, and was likely
to be liberal, was as attentive as such a double in-
ducement may be supposed to have rendered him.
He had & vulgar shufile in his gait,a sinister obli-
quity of vision, and never looked you in the face,
except when he could steal & glance unobserved, and
then one eye seomed to-watch the other, lest it
should be detdoted in a violation of the observances
of o caleulating and deferential humility.

I passed some months in Turin without anything

ocourring to me out of the ordinary course of events,

when* one evening, as I was returning from .the
opera, & ‘stranger, dressed in the costume of the
country, accosted me in tolerably pure Italian ;

A cold night, slr."

'I'was at o loss what to think of the mnn, nnd sim.

ply replied: .

“ Very? . . .

- %A sad place, this Turin,” continued the strnn

ger ¢ *full of knaves and vngo.bonds.”

« There are knnves and vugebonds everywhere 1

replied. ’

«Trua; but you, perhups, hnve not ‘met them

elsewhere, and may meet them here.?”

- 'wYou mpistakes I have met them eisewhore.”
“ Then bewnre,l st you also meet them here.”” -
- But why do you caution me 7 '

- #Because you are a foreigner, and mexperionoed

id Italian villany”

#1.am not the novice you tu.ke me for- I 'am.too

woll armed ugumst the wiles of- vilinny to be reudxiy

deceived.”

-4 The fox is a cunnmg creuture, but his ounmng

does not always keep him out' of the trap. Take a

piece of honest advico—beware of ‘the banker 1”

1 wos confounded for & moment; the stranger re-

peated his warning more emphntieally. then: strode

hastily down & narrow alley which interseoted. the
main street that led to my hotel.
It was ‘strange! The warning, however, was not

to bo altogother overlooked ; so the mnext morning I

called upon the banker, and explicitly related to

symptoms of emotion, observing, with great calm-
him into disrepnte, and thus sccure a grenter acees-
sion of business.

rally of a very unsuspicious temperament, was read-
of & commercial rival; besides, I had always a peeu-

liar antipathy to mysterious or anonymous commu:
nications of any kind.

pressive and even painful.
oceasional abstraction while conversing with me,

anxiety in my welfare.

hardy woman up, and stirring about, with all her

I furnished him with the means of obtaining coun-

called with his wife to thank me for my attentions,
‘which "he did  with & manliness and warmth that
confirmed my liking, ‘After this visit, he packed up
.| his fragile habitation, together with his slender ac
companiment of buggnge, and depnrted I knew not

X confess I could not hoip reflecting upon the in-
equniitles of the human condition, when I considered
| this poor man’s situation and my own ; he contented
and seemingly happy, without any resources but those

him the adventure of the. preceding evening. Ho
smiled sardonically, but without betraying the least

ness, though with an evident effort at forbecarance,
that it was % plan adopted by & rival houso to bring

He treated the adventure as a triflo, and I, being|.

ily persuaded to look upon the warning as the trick

-1 was frequently. invited by the banker to his
house, where I occu.sionnily' met some of the first
persons in Turin. The man always treated mo with
‘singular attention, but there was often an evident
effort to be agreeable in his manner, which was op-
Ho exhibited, too, an

that clearly ehowed his mind was wandoring to other
objects of far moro absorbing intercst, at the very
moment when he was professing the moat unbounded

I had been introduced to him as & young man of
considerablo property, and this fact I had given him

no reagon to fjuestion, as, ever nlnco my arcival in
Turln, ho had retained o large sum of uy tioney in
his hands, I considered thisto Lo bue prudent pol-
fey, Liaving had good reason to knéw that tho respect
which a stranger obtaing, capécinily abroad, is every.
where in precise Proportion to Bis purse; and there.
fore tho best course ho can pursueie, i possiblo, to
show it to be a long and tull oug, when he can do 8o

without runuing tho risk of Inving his throat cut
for the sake of its contents. ) .

I bappencd ono day to mention my intention of ro.
turning to Lyons, and of visiting somo of tho most
remarkablo Alpin pnsscs that might chance to lie
within a small dlstance of my regular raute. Tho

guides, which ho readily undertookto do for me, as-
suring me that they werg persons (n whom I might
depend, a8 ho had, upon soveral dmilar occasions,
availed himseif of their services. Leaving & large
sum of monoy in his hands, for which ho gave me a
letter of credit upon a banker at Lyons, I prepared
for my departure,

While I was sitting alone aftr dinner in the
apartment of my hotel which I rsually ocoupied, a
note was put into my hands, contalning these words :

“ Have you forgotten, or do you mean to reject,
the warning of the stranger? A bhint is sufficient
to & wise man; you slight this dmonition at your
peril 1.

I was exceedingiy annoyed at the mysterious char-
aoter of this note, and made up my mind to think it
either o mere wanton trick to -terrify me, or a pieco
‘of malicp agninst the banker; aad concluding. that
if there had really been any kindness meant by the
writer, he would have been more explicit. With
that sullen determination, thercfore, which we some-
times feel—a determination of angry recklessness—
when our fears have beon aroused without tho cause
of them having been sufficiently developed ; under
that-irritation of mind, produced by what seemed to
me the unnecessary mystery of the writer of this, as

mined to proceed on ' the morrow, with my servant
and two guides, withput any regard to the mysterx-
ous warning,

What the banker had steted to mo respeohng the
rival firm, satisfied me that he was an injured man,
and that I was marked out s an object to be made
& dupe of at his expense, It was oleap that he could
havo no advantage in procuring for ‘me" unfaithful
guides, since he had all my money in his own' hands ;
g0 that he could be no gainer elther by my being
robbed or murdered,

I retired early to, rest; bat the agitation of my
mind—for agitated it was, in spite of my incredulity
and stout resolution—a long time prevented repose ;
and ot length, just 88 I was cothposing myself to
gleep, my sorvant entered the room to eay that all
was ready for my departure.

Early in the morning, then, of a chill Ootober days
I set out for Lyons. The weather was remarkably
fine, but cold. I was accompanied by my own ser
vant, Andrew, and the two guides recommended by
the banker. We traveled by easy stages, and did not
commence the agcent of Mount Cenis till the follow-
ing morning, As I begun to ascend the barrier
which divides Italy from France, T folt tho cold pain-
fully intemse; but the incrensing beauty of the
scenery, in proportion, as I ascended above the
champaign country, made me forget the cold in the
exciting raptures of adiniration. Rooks towered
above my head as if théy hadl been placed thero by
the giants of old, in order to. scale the heavens; and
the eye, straining to reach tho faint outline in which
they terminated, dwelt painfully upen their enowy
summits and tall spires, which had never been trod-
den by human foot, and-seemed to pierce the skies
by which they were canopied.

After a journey of some difficulty, for we had devi:
ated from the ordinary route, we reached a celebras
ted pass, which I was exceedingly anxious to explore,
The path, narrow and rugged, was traced elong the
edge of a frightful ravine, of which the sides were g0
precipitous that it appeared as if the mountain had
been cleft by some mighty engine of a former worid
when « thero were giants on the earth,” and which
had been, either by mistaké or acoident, dircoted a
little out of the perpendicular. The sides of the
preciplce presented two sheer walls, that looked like
innccessible ramparts, “and, many hundred feet be-

Jlow,a deep and rapid streath dshed onward over

‘'opposing rooks, and thundenng along with the most"
deafening uproar, was lost. in the windings ot' the
valley.

_Although at -such'an- eievntlon above the torrent
that’ foamed bencath; when I cast my eyes upward
Iuppeared to ba'at the'base of the -mountain, and
when I cast ‘thom downward I seemed to bo at its

. | summit, X stood ‘upon & narrow ledge which ‘had
_ been cut from an almost. perpendicular segment of -

the olreulnr hill, and ‘afforded a very inconvenient

benenth, though not without & sickening apprehen-
of dunger for :it was' so'slight as to be aliost in-
capable of reslsting ‘any sudden shock, absolutely
yielding to the firfh pressure of the knee, while the
masses of loose and’ proyectin'g rook -whiok every
now and then trembled over‘our heads, kept me in
‘continual alarm lest - ‘they” should "roll down and
sweep mo into the guif below.

tention of the two guides, who were stout,” notive
fellows, and veryrready to do their duty, One of
them had rather a crafty cast of countenance, but
this was ueutralized in a great degree by a certain
expression of quaint good humor, and he contrived
to dissipate any unfavorablo impression which the

relating, with great emphasis and energy, those dar-
ing feats that had been occasionally performed by
the hardy mountaincers,

The other was a dull looking person, who spoke
little; his countenance was imperturbably placid,
and imparted rather the idea of stupid msensibnlity
than of any more active quahty. cither of mind or
feeling.

I had almost forgotten the stranger’s warning,
and, conceiving that had my guides been disposed to
bo treacherous, they had had sufficient opportunity,
now reposed in full securlty upon their honesty.

About noon the following day we reached an ac-
clivity of more than ordinary leBgth and steepness.
The road wound gradually up the mountain like &
serrated stair, and in many parts projected from the
aides, overhuugmg the abyss beneath, ag if hung
amid the clouds. Here and there was & solitary

on the dark surface of tho hill.

After & long and weary ascent, we reached & small
urea of nearly level ground at the extrenuty of

banker strongly advised me to hire a couplo of trusty

I then thought it, officious communication, I detere .

passage forjtwo persons abreast. On the side of the
ohasm it vwow parapet, over which
the traveler might look im o the truggling torrent

I had hitherto felt perfectly satisfied with the at--

voiceless language of his features might awaken, by -

traveler upon ‘the -terraces above, like o moving dot

which o bigo barrier of rock secmed to forbld our
further progress, rlsisgto a prodiglous elevatlon
above tho plaiu. Tho fndustry of man, howorer,
liad subdued tho rudo asperity of nature, An ene
trance bad ‘been hollowed in tho centro of the bar-
rler, and & regular road out with incrediblo labor
through the very heart of the rock. It was o tun-
ncl about twelvo feet wido and ten high, continulng
tho length of about o quarter of & milo; the light
was admitted at tho apertures at either cxtromity.

- I determined to explore alono this curious excava-
tion, while Andrew and tho guides were taking thelr
mid-day repast on the green sward beforo the cn.
trance. When 1 had penetrated some distance I
fancied I perceived some one pass me. It was too
dark to particularize, but tho firm, heavy tread
gatisfied mo that it was & man, [ inquired who was
there, but, receiving no answer, began to apprehend
that some mischief was intended.

I heard the fuotsteps returning at a quick pace,
and followed, when I distinctly eaw the figure of o
man pass rapidly through the extremity of the tun-
nel, and turn suddenly round the angle of tho reck
which abutted upon the hill. On renching the ex-
tremity I could see no one. Knowing that it would
b¢ not only vain, but perilous, to search among the
intricate defiles of the mountain for an imaginary
robber or assassin, I returned to the guideg; who had
by this time finished their meal, and we
to proceed.

« Fricnd,” said Ito the moro ini .
two, “do you frequently meet passengers on this
part of the hill 9 v

-#Not frequently; thero are strange legends of
Trolls® occupying this pass, and ghosts, too.”

# Do you believe in ghosts 2 . .

1 never saw. one yet.”

# But I have,” sald the other guide somewhat dog-
gedly, « and in this hollow, too. I saw one the very
doy on which the rich’ Lyonnese merchant was mur-
dered as ho was passing through this- tunnel.” -

He gpoko this with his eyes fixed on vacancy, but
without betraying either an emotion of terrar at the
thought of & supernatural visitation, or of compas-
sion at the fate of the murdered Lyonnese.. We now
proceeded, but slowly, through the tunnel, and soon
after wo had entered, it suddenly struck me that
there was a growing familiarity in the more intelli-
gent of the guides, which he had not hitherto ex-

1 ordered Andrew to keep close by my side, and at
the samp time desired, in somewhat o peremptory
tone, that the guides should go-before,

One of them observed, with a very significant em-
phasis, that as there was no difficulty in the road
here, they should, with the signor’s permission, pro-
ceed a8 was most agreeable to them, There was an
assumption of olvility in the man’s manner by whom
this was spoken, but it was nevertheless clearly evi-
dent to me that I was in the power of men who had
mischievous intentions toward me, -

They gradually lagged behind, and I whlspered
Andrew to be on his guard ; he, however, felt no ap.
prehension, as they had been extremely civil to him
during the wholo of the journey, and had thus con-
trived to lull his suspicions, When we reached the
centre of the pass, Andrew, who had been backward
in obeying my order, from the impression that my
alarm was needless, was suddenly seized from be-
hind, end a handouff dexterously slipped on his
wrists, Bofore I had timo to dmw o pistol I was
alio seized and gagged.

# Now,” said one of the robbers, * give us quietly
what you possess, and no harm shall happen to you;
but dare attempt to baulk us of our prey, and you
shall sleep with the Lyonnese merchant in yonder
dark hollow, which is visited only by the dead, 1f
you remein quiet and submissive, you are destined
to be the preyof one who, I dare say, will -exact a
good ransom, but no more than you are well able to
pay. Come, shell out; it is but fair that-wo should
get a little of the pmkmgs, before you are drawn by
more dexterous hands,”

They now began to rifle my pookets, from Which
they took my keys, and leading me to'the further
extremity of the tunnel, proceeded to examine the
richness of their booty. They were, however, greatly
disappointed, finding merely a small quantity of
loose cash, a3 I had. taken'the precaution of leaving
my money.in the banker’s hands,and almost the
whole of my baggage ‘had beén forwerded to Lyons
by & 1more- seours eonveyo.nee. The villains. were
sadly mortified, and I was, apprehenswe, lest their
disappointment should induce them to wreak their
cowardly vengeunce upon my person, & pmotice but

‘too common among Alpine robbers.

After the guides had examined my trunks: thh

| tho'most - anxious serutiny, they carefully répaoked
| them, They then retired & littlo distance apart, and

held a consultatiod of some minutes, when one of
them approaching me, snid with a smile, the malig-
nity of which was but very imperfeotiy concealed by
the assumption of corelesiness under whloh it wus
attempted to be disguised :

* ‘wgignor,.you hive outwitted us. Itds o common
practice among persons of odr profession to lovy in-
voluntary contributions upon travelers whom we are
hired -to conduct over - these mountains, iz'gnhuﬂ
therefore, only been actmg in our habitual voé&tio
Will you pledge yourself not to raise an slarm if I

“}ungag.you? though if you shiould; the mountein

echoes will be your only reply.” =~ - i

I nodded . assent, and my mouth was inats.ntiy re-
heved from' the rough mstrument ‘which had i nn
posed such an unwilling silonce upon me. -

 that you have been treated with all due courtesy
and respect. You cannot but admit that we have
dono our duty.”

yourselves and to me” |

As for ourselves, we shall not be mueh tho gainers
by the robbery; we are but poorly paid for staking
our credit. Reputation is o commodity that deserves
something better for the barter of it than we are
likely to get for this day’s speculation,”

. % Are you known,” I 1nqu1red “to my frxcnd the
banker a¢ Turin?” . -,

The robber smiled with an expressxon of much
meaning on his full, broad lip.
Jriend the banker I had nover been born.”.

« How do you mean ?

swer quostions.”

* Neither were you hired to rob.”

“ That'’s more than “even & better wit than yours
can prove.” .

It now flashed suddeniy upon my mmd that I did

6 A word originally signmcant of nny evil spirlt, monster,
maglcian, or evil person, Tho Trolls are repreunled as llv-
ing Inside of hills.

hibited, and whiob began to be rather disagreeable. |
ciliate the ruffians into whose Liands I had evxdontiy .

- uYou must’ allow, Sigaor,” continued the robber :

« Certainly,” 1 enrcnaticnliy rephed "both to

“ But for your

1 mean that an inquisitive man belics the prov-
erb if he hears any good, I was not hired to an-

not bire the guldes, but that thoy had been recome
mended, and, In foct, employed by tho banker. My

attempted to dound tho man as to his conneetlon
with hls employer; but tho wily knavo was not to be
drawn out.

« 1t’s no uso asking,” eoid thoman, with o shrewd,
significant twinkle of tho left eye; “I hope you'll
allow that wo'vo been civil, and will, therefore, keop
dark about tho gugging and overhauling your port-
montenu,”

“ Why, truly,” said I, “for robbers, who are not
proverbially courteous, you havo been civil enough”

Wo now procecded on our journey. The guides,
'having taken'the precaution to deprive Andrew and
mysolf of tho platols with which we were still armed,
released us from our disagreeablo restraints, They
watched us, however, with & keen sorutiny ; mor
were Wwo, on our part, less alive to the suspected
intention of treachery on that of our companjons.
Thero was & mutual reserve betweon us, from the

and the consciousness of detection on the other

I now observed, for the first time, that the coun.
tenance of the more taciturn of the robboers had an
expression the most repulsively sullen, and which
indicated ferocity of temperament, as well as ob-

act. It was evident that the disappointment which
had attended his search of my person and valise
had greatly discomposed him. The other, on the
contrary, was blithe and careless, as if nothing had
happened; he even rallied his companion on his sul-
lenness ; nevertheless, his quick, piercing eyes were
continually turned toward us, so that not a single
movement should escape his vigilance.

I began, by this time, to bo cxcessively fatiguod,

at ‘tho last halting-place and proceeded on foot, on
account, s they assured us, of the impracticability
of the pscent for mules, expeoting to find a fresh
supply o fow miles in edvance. It was now evident
that we had been deceived, for what purpose has

go forward, the more communicative of the robbérs
informed me that about half a league onward thers

and refreshments,
-4 I ghall keep your seeret ” gaid I, willing to con-

been betrayed.

“Reep it or divulge it, as you like, in these
mountains,” replied tho fellow; “no one will ever
suspeot foul play from men who have conduoted &
traveler safe to refreshment and a night's - lodging.
The robbers of the Alps are known xot to spare,
Tell your story as you may, you will not bo belleved,
though a cracked orown might roward your loguac-
ity.”?

% But here’s o witness." said the sullen ruffian in
an undertone, looking at Andrew; when a rapid
but significant glance passed between the guides,
unobserved by him who was the object of it, but
which exoited in me the most painful apprehension,
I quickly perocived that the man who had spoken
to me was merely pluying a game to alarm me into
silence, as he had ounning enough to know that a
secret is always secure in the breast of a coward—
which, it seems, he most flatteringly considered mo
to bo—where ho deoms the betrayal of it will bring
him into peril. I humored the fellow’s solf:aatisfied
disorimination, assuring him thnt o far from being
indignant at his troatment of mo, 1 felt surprised at
the exemplary lenity he had shown, krowing that
robbers do not usually study the comfott of their

ently indioated the difficulty of 1mposing on his ore-
dulity.

Before long we entered a gorgo of the mountain,
through o pass so narrow that only one person could
proceed at a time. The guides went first, Andrew
and myself followed. . We now advanced into o deep
deflle, surrounded on all sidos by precipitous rooks,
and after going a few yards found it terminated - -by
a parrow wooden, bridge, thrown over a deep chasm,
which yawned hideously below. The bridge was
formed by the squared trunk of a large tree, and
rested upon two parallgl ledges of stone, tliat wero
separated by the gulf. "Beneath, all was dark, un-

ochasm so narrow, and the light so perfectly exoluded
by‘the proyeotxon of the rugged benks, that the eye
could not ponetrate moro then a few yards mto tho
do.rkness. ) :

.'I shuddered 4t the iden oi’ passing this formido.bie

mined. to do so without the assistance of the two

as I did not at all relish 8o near a contnot with oon-
mon thieves, and commenced my hazardous progress
over the unstendy trunk, R

feeling myself off my equlhbrlum I darted my body

tho stone with my hands, when one of ‘the guides
caught me by the arm and promptly’ resoued mo
from my jeopardy.. Andrew followed ;- but, to. my

hitber end of the bridge thoe more enlien of. the rob-

tated him into the chasm below. i

I heard the poor fellow's body dash from orag to
orag in its dark and rapid descent, While my blood
curdled ag I fancied my ears caught the dull, dead

‘| sound of his bones erashing upon the rocks benoath,

I dared not utter o word, lest I-should be subjeoted

{ confess I could noi now help feeling tho trath of
the devil’s declaration in holy wrjt : « Skin for skin,
yea, all that a man hath, will he give for his life.”
We now emerged from the gorge into o more tract.
able "path, which led, with a gentle slope, to the
summit of the hill. This wo soon reached. I ob-
served somo mules picking up the herbage which
the rugged surface but scantily supplied, and hero
and there a goat browzing among them indicated a
proximity to some human habitation. This waa
further confirmed, when, after the lapse of a fow
minutes, I saw a figure issue, ns it were, out of the
carth and approach the spot where I was standing

old acquaintance, the gipsey, before me

Ilo advanced, accosted mo with the greatest re.
spect, when 1 grasped his hand 'with a warmth and
familiarity which appeared ns grateful to him as it
was evidently unwelcomo to my companions. I per
ceived that they both looked surprised, while the
eountenu.nco of the more sullen darkened as he wit-

.

apprehension of renewed injury on” the one hand,’

trultora, who offered their services, which I deolined,”

“Just as I had pnssed the centre my foot shppod ;

suspiclons wero by this timo fully aroused, and I - -

tusotiess of fecling. Heo several times muttered to .
himsolf, as if he meditated somo sécret, malicions

a8 by the advice of the guides we had left our mules - .

oiroudy been shown. Beeing that I could scarcely |

was & hospice, where we might obtain ogood bed .

captives. The man gave me sslook which suffigl- -

definable, terrifie; while the depth was so great, t.he .

nft, for the bridge rooked” and swayed fenrfuiiy ’
under the weight of the guides, as they orossed the
ingeoute platform, I had. mno' alternative, however,.-
but to brave the peril of the passage, and was deter’ -

forward, at the same time seizing the rough edge of .

consternation ‘and - horror, het‘ore ‘ho reached the )

bera suddeniy struck him on the breast, and preolpi- . }

to a similar fate, and therefore advanced in silence, '

but what was my astonishment at beholding my_.





















