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Oh for the time—the olden time
 When earth was in Its youthful

] | B
When smlles were worn to w‘:;{oome friends,

. And emiles and frowns had hon

' THR OLDEN TIME..

BY HENRY WILLYAM NERBERT, '

i e B i

prime!
* The time of truth and glory, -
on men were men of manly mould,

re fatth was bought, and friendship o)
And honor.but a gs;ne for gold, ’ d'

And loye a minstrel's sto!
And frowns for open foes, - .

- Zea), falth, and lusty blows!

ést elfds, )

‘When wonds.but spoke the hosom's truth,
And hands avouched that words were sooth;

+ < And men were welghed as they were worth,
. For gallant deeds and generous birth, e

. Wit, virtué, valor, fame!

Jor them nor garb the l{mbs might wear,. ..

Nor glitterIng trash thelr pouches baar, ., ,.'

Gave honor, place, or'name;

All In the time~the olden time— ! @ °

‘When earth was in her youthiful

prlmé.
The time of truth and glory. ~

Then slavish bearlng maked the slave,
And none were noble but the brave;
None louted to the golden knave,

With pedigree in pursel

Then honest merit stood as high,
. Although his ‘weeds wore sere,
And bore his head as near the sky,

As Paladin or Peer,

The proudest prince the sword who drew,

‘When trumpéets rang, and splinters flow,

Shields broke, and red blood ran, .

Dared not, though daring was his trade,
To wrong by word, unlpmved by blade,

The meanest gentleman.,

The poet's place was honored then,
The fount of glory was his pen,

His scorn the deepest curse,

Then courtesy was nigh to 8tate,
.. And none 80 gentle as tho great,

- 80 humble as the high.

And wealth was vile that decked the rude,
And good was prized but for the good

he owner did thereby,

- All in the ¢time—thé olden time=-
‘When earth was in her youthful prime,

The time of truth and glorx;

" Then Iadley’ love was merit's meed,
And sought in truth, and wooed in deed—

For it was worth the wooing;

T T .nw‘mlnhn.honewsm r there,
< mﬂymm or eourtly v~p°~m3

\" Unless his heart were right;

‘When hearts were only proved by trial,
And constancy by stern denial,

And courage but by fight!

. "'When, to have failed the weak to ald,

‘When, to have wronged the humulest maid,

To have heédged one pace from truth aside,
an ﬁm from war’s tnost d(adl{ tide,

ad been a king's undoing

‘Whien every wish, that, half expressed,
Nalnt faltered from the maiden's breast, .

‘Who, safs a8 diamond wrapt in flame,

Preserved her honor's purlty,

‘Was law to every knightly crest—
Although a queen’s supreme behest,
‘Were but oneé blot upon her fame,

-Had passed unheeded by,

AWl In the time~—the olden timo—

When earth was in her

€ Xout.hful prime,
The time.of love and glory; .

‘When men were men of ma_ly mould,
Ere faith was bought, and friendship sold,
And honor but a uame for gold,

And love a minstrel’s story!

Then happy was the peasant's hut,
The squire’s hull door was never shut,

Nor yet bis buttery latch;

,And when the Christmas chimes rang out,
Though wild the wint'ry storms did shout,
The l;;mumtm sent the ale about,

eneath his roof of thateh!

His step was firtn, his bearing bold, *
His heart of tije good Engllsh mould,

Bowed not to force or fearl

. ‘Noslave was he i’ the olden day,
Yet dared his parents to obey,

“Hls betters to revere!

For though he could not pen a line,
Nor knew to read the book divine,

.The churchwi

~ Nor clerkly hymns to sing,
drd path he weekly trod,

His heart was fa{thful to his God,

And loyal to his king.

No brawling demagogues had then

+ Poured

ison in the ears of men,
And filled their souls with gall;

¢ The laborer, by his evening cheer,
* Envied not, hated not the peer |

. 1n his ancestrul hall;

But rich and poor were neighbors good,
And dreamed not, inethelr happy mood,

.. Nature had made them foes;

;" . For side by side In sport they stood,

“ " he noble wnstes his Iigh estate,

-+ " And side by side lay in their biood,’

. When Britain's war cry rose, -

"' Allin the time—the olden time—

‘When earth was in her youthful prime,

The time of truth and glory.

' Now honesty is nothing worth,

T

And honor nothivg high,

1f 't huve not won the sky,

he meanest wrotch

o lie, to falter, ond o fuwn=-

. Give him but wealth enough,

*  And how shall virtue, Lirth, or name,

8

ervice, desert, wisdom. fame,
Mateh Wwithi hie gilded stuffl«

¥or hy shall cringe before the proud,
- ¥latter the runk, ignuble crowd,

Tl ho hath won fils wa
. Aud sits triumphant ant{

With fulse deuican, or falr,

to stute,
clple,
Where heroes might déspalr.

The rich man hoards his paltry pelf,

-Or wastcs it on his sordid self ; .

And beauty 18 no more the meod :
1, Of generous wourth or gallant deed, -

Of tulth or conataucy ;

_ “"ut ludles wolgh the purse'v length
‘Against affcetion's desthiees atrength,

~ Virtue und lineage highl

s
that wakes at dawn,

And youth, young spiiit, soul of nré, -
All n{m, enﬂnorw muids desire,

‘When wriukied el
Of loveless wedlock linked to shame,

You sigh and plead in vain, -

. Bo wealth be in the truinl

. - The easalit shivers at his gato, .

" Thelow, it

fth curses deep und low ;

.
e

rofers his claim, - "

vy

i Yor evil longuus have thrust between, ' =

‘ Augd {ron:hands have minrred

oo+ - Mallce, havghtiness and epleen,

Qpprussion, care uid woe;
the scene,

+. . Whioh ginddenod every village green . ¢

- Thyee hundred yeurs ago,

.. The prince's atate {s sullen pride, - -
... The Ehurch'a rights are now denled, :

' And'equity foreworn -

onely, Xow are slaves, ‘

&The high, it courteous, fawning kqnvés.
ile from thoir cradles to thelr graves,

-

" The brawling liberal's scorn.

" New world, alas! whera all Is stratige,
Unoertain, dark, aud full of change, :

x

8

And natight jreserves Ita name,

That men may doubt from all around,

inco nothing now s constant found,
" "If heaven be stili the eama, ,

Oh, for the ume—lhe'o“en tme— -~
. ‘When earth was in hefouthful prime,

The time of truth and glory} -

. Oh, for the timo—the olden tjmioee -,

L3

That now but ljves in storyl

)

o Oyl Poetrys

" Translsted for the Banner of Light. -

FROM THE 'a;nm. C
CHAPTER L

“It is wo lléht chance. We were sot
Wisely by him who rules the heart.”

‘

-+ | oepting'this situation,

T
i

entire,

nues of fir that lined its court.

‘beyond.

lively, mischievous elves] -

THE NET PURSK,

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A GOVERNESS,

1, Sophie Von Alwin, was governess for the Coun.
'| tess . Vahlan! My father's little estate had been
wholly sdorificed. in the disorder of the times; and
now “my good Muller,” a8 I had called the bailif"a
| wife singe early childhood, wisely suggested my ac-

She knew that to>be the only alternative left be-
tween me apd poverty~the keen, the cruel enemy of
the orphan ! For a sam of money which had hap.

-pened strangely in my-possession, I had also firmly
.resolved, if chance but favored, should be returned

Thus it happened ’t was from ﬁer little .wagon,
I caught with a throbbing heart my first glimpse of
| the ancient battlemented castle, and the dark ave.

Two of the loveliest little maidens in the worl

1 fiitted about the principal entranck, Offering gaily
to show me their rooms, mine also in future, they
danoed round and about me through the- épacious
halls, up its staircase. Those lie in an upper story,
pleasant and bright, with a prospeot of the - hills]

In such quarters could I not establish myself
most seourely? Vithout, such calm, grand views
of nature! Within, busy life'in the charge of such

The mother I found & besutiful womap; the

........

3 .

tain tone of gommand ensuring sttention, « What dis

or.

vtarns

ingly.

me, * Madamolselle,
arm 9

my arm in his and we slowly moved
of my recent mortification, many eyes turned to the

That evening the fitst danoing at the fort came
off since our arrival—my ‘fivst ball, too. Our pro-
poted departure being’ Boon ;known, we were sur-
rounded by a motley abquatitance, and an officer,
moré conspicuous for loud laughing and bad jokes,
than anything in'conversation, asked an engagement
‘fof me for the first waltz,” I at onoe refused—for I|-
thought, too, I should prefer looking on. But, as the
lines of dancers, on the’ musle’s striking up, broke
in the merry circle, the effeot was electrical; and
already beginning to repent, I accepted another
invitation.” We had nearly made the tour of. the
room when I observed the waltzer I had just reject-
ed. He reddened violently, and demanded an expla-
nation, which my partner could not or would not give,
for Hie did not defend me, Bo we were soon, after the
opposite couple stopped, thé centreof & curious crowd
eager to know what was going on! 1 was ready to
sink with vexation, when & voice called in that cer-

tarbance have we here?” and I instantly recognized
my friend of the morning, though dressed now in the
full uniform of a field officer,  Boon, gaining sufficient
information, the officer turned on'my torment-

 Possibly Lieutenant, the young lady may not have
known well the rules of the ball-room—but allowing
you were offended, ié this the way to address a lady

“ But, General, allow me ——-" he sald, stammer-

“ No exouse sir—this is no place ;” and with evi-
dent courtesy my friend continued, now addressing
will you #ccept my remaining

His fyleti&lineaa gave me oourage; it was evident
my protector was & gentleman of rank, for, as I placed
from -the scene

1 clung to his arm—I knew its reliance, His
voice broke the sijence : ‘9

 Sophie, darling, that this moment were eternity !
Yet I must go!”

will become of me ?” ‘ )
¢ Sophie, [ am & true friend. Ioan never forget
you; yet it is best so—=" !

- 1 was weeping violently, still olinging to him.

“ Farewell,” he at lost called in o suppressed
voice. Tears filled his eyes, Ho was sincere, and,
bending down, our lips met. I felt the past and
present vanishing. .

'Bewildered, frightened, I sat alone. A purse of
netted silk lay on my lap—how that circumstance is
burned on my brain! Yes, filled with gold! How
keenly I felt, then, the difference of fortume, Yet
the present claimed my thoughts and energies; and,
as all lefc the valley, I thought of my dear Muller,
once my mother’s lady’s-maid. ) ,

My life pagsed quietly~~monotonously—for months
without interest. But was it not better than a
passion whioh I thought to cast behind—a passion
for a stranger, evidently a father, perhaps a hus-
band! Yet sometimes after the labor of the day,
when I turned over my treasure, never, never to be
‘ueed, allurivg fancies overstepping good judgment,
genso, all, would take possession of mé with dream:
like, fascinating power. Yet, sharing & burden
lightens the weary, wayworn; and, in “my good
Muller’s” wonder at refusing some offer of marriage,
she had been confided in,

But the governess at Wiltenbach was joyous, as of
old; for, with the rebounding elasticity of girlhood
spirit, the sadness or trouble of the past. seldom
oasts it shadow on my phth; and the silk purse
was seldom drawn from its hiding-place.

« Away. from me? Ieave me? Oh, Godl what

Countess” Vahlan had courtly elegance of manuer,
but her feeling ever seemed absorbed with her life
in the gay world where she shone “a bright par-

-] tioular star” She was much more jnterested in the
oyt y R

‘4ot that” my Eppestante did et snris thd peatunt;
‘than in what 1 might do for her children.

Thus left, with & few unimportant remarks, 1
found the duties of my situatibn very easy. For my
| leisure in the evening, the society of the house-
steward, Muhlburgh, and his young wife, was an
uhexpeoted pleasure, Much with them, I could not
“but observe how severely, even anxiously, they re.
‘garded the noisy company which filled the castle
nightly with uproarious miith—the countess’s dis.
regard, too, of her children. (And in a short time,
from some remarks, I learned Muhlburgh had in
regard the tdstes and wishes ‘also of his master.
But in my littl: republio ruled different hours and
orders ; the littlé ones sometimes, though not. the
only'ones‘, chatted of their fat'her, whose long  ab.
gence I imagined at that time was compelled from
the importidcé of his rank in the military service.
And with pity, then, I thought of the countess—
most probably driven to reckless excess of gaiety for
forgetfu]ness | ' ’

household—~in fact everybody—spoke of the absent
" count, was charming. And one day, passingdhrough

‘1 the boudbir. I had scen his-portrait, which the coun-

tesd usually wore-about her neck, lying with its ox-
quisite Venetian chain broken.” Stax;tilié"v“ﬁth eager. |
ndss forward, I scrutinized well those handsome
features—yes, regularly handsome ! But where was

- .| that expression of nobility, of. command, that dis-

I N T S )
. e amcaone

1 to merriment. The sport, too,
busily pelting with flowery missiles, o gentle

tinguishes hiin born to sway men’s souls and hearts?
Iinagination suggested possibly the fault of the
artist, but this, like & hundred more possibilities,
vanished, and I was disappointed.

" The reader_will remember my mention of & sum

pleasant to meet |
of the oFowd #0 dladg

agalp the gl
gredily

of money in my possession when I firat came as |
| governess to Wiltenbach, which must be restored

distingnished man before whom all respectfully gave
way. 'He turned the conversation, merely alluding
to the encounter with'_the suggestion it might be an
g, ,fgg‘\thst -evening,
now I noticed the diffioulty the exertion even walking

was to him, I did not venture to propose finding my
sunt alone. His converaation was singularly agree-
able; the magnificence of his dark eyes and noble
bearing even won my stately aunt.

On reaching the furthest nhtqfroom. wkere we found
her, ho related—inquiring at the same time our name
and residence—the occurrence, so that I never re-
ceived the dreaded and expectad reproof. He wds
nearly interrupted by the entrance of an officer who
delivered some message iu a low tone, yet waiting to
inish, he then rose, and excusing himself with court .
eous regrets, left, leaning on the officer’s arm, My
aunt finally, exhausted in his praises, made vigilant
inqujries, yet learned nothing further than bis arri-
val had been noticed the previous evening with sev-
eral servants and a child. The next morning we left

. During the next few months the peace of our coun.

. . ha : ~*Tiry was destroyed, and these comparatively unimpor-
 The enthusiasm with which the teufntry, the tant avents were nearly forgotten in the tr{su,blea_ tl:’at
followed. An engagement unfortunately ocoured in
our valley, giving the enemy doubtful viotory, and
they still lingered about its outskirts. Though they
bore my father no personal resentment, yet they so
plundered his property and enlisted his service, that
his estate was ruined. They demanded him as se-
curity from our village of its good will. This was
dangerous in his 6nfeebled strength and ‘years, but
not this separation but the claims ant threats of ser
vicés abhorrent to his nature, broke his loyal heart. : .
The grave closed over my father! Those dreadfuli-hands, his sword and dress, all with enthusiasm.
ﬁgeks of grief, of terror, had'borne me from the
oarelessness of girlhood, into

the resolute, saddened

gome future day. ' That money was ponnected with
| the most eventful incidents of my past life!:
. 'Goback with me to the summer, two years ago,

withstood & surprise, and how our benrts beat when,
one morning, cannonading began, yet finding our em-

The pastle where I had taken refuge oould not have

CHAPTER 1L

“Yet ¢'en {n yon sequestered spot,
‘May worthier conquest be thy lot,
Than yet thy life has known;

Conquest unbought by blood or harm,
That needs not foreign aid or arm—
oA bebe thy Q'L’L L

The oount was  expeoted ! All Was~ Gonfurlon— .
almost intoxication of delight manifest in the swarm-
peasantry! Aud, no longer distantly eyed among
them as a stranger, I learned, now, the feeling that
their master was not happy in his home, strongly
influenced, redoubled each preparation of welcome.

" Perhaps to compeneate for that dark side in for-
tune, my little ones were charming in some fanciful
dresses.] had designed from flowers; and I delighted
in my success, 88 I heard the childish voices declaim
words of welcome I bad written for my pets.
Banpers, arches, garlands. festooned, were in pro-
fasion, heightened, if possible, by the glorious sin-
ghine of that merning, Our household corps looking
finely, were headed by Muhlburgh; and, defiling
past, they respectfully doffed their onps to the count.
ess and children. Then reaching the gateway, a
shout burst from the assembly of neighboring vil-
lagers, and old men of our own left behind, speeding
the count’s éscort on their way.

The countess’ beauty, now brilliant with diamonds,
ghone dazzling as the sunshine. YetIdid regrot
she should so continually tell her children how lovely
they were. .

A peal of bells soon announced his approach, an:
every ear was eagerly strained, ’mid the thunder of
cannon and shouts, for the sound of carringe-wheels.

But, no! “still drawing nearer, the, tumult was
heard. The count bad left his carriage at thoen-
trance of the,village, and was standing quite sur-
roupded in the courtyard below. They kissed bis

Yot the countess wholly attracted my attention, as
she Tooked on at these demonsatrations with mystify-
ing indifforence. At length she called me, languidly,

The countess advanced, and now,

and, with the children, I svon stood in the court

for :he firat

the-invalid; With this journey

urgent request, that I should ‘accompany my invalid
cousins to Baden Baths, paﬂly for- soolety, and
partly for all those little attentions so essential to
' 1 was to have my
first’ glimpse of & world larger than that hithierto
bounded by our little village. All was novel, sur-
prising. | ,The young ladies met acquaintances, yet 1

bankments firmer than -we had feared,

“whishmy - father- yielded~finally- to-Aunt-Maud’s.,

pot jast; and even & skirmish cémmencing before the
castle walla—for our own soldiery had not been dis-
tant—would probably decide the fate of the castle,
Silently we sat—the stewardess, her daughter and
[—not having the courage to speak out of deapair-
ing hearts, Yet by the shriek upon shrick which
suddonly filled the air, our fears were ‘startled - into

But it could

olose,
It ‘was

my companions,

R T RN .
reasons for regrotting its
with the same polite attention. The profen

¥ with questions aboat the offiser.

quite crowded wheén'I rejoined my compatiofiy
I was soon rallied on all sldes for dmmqug '.\»a,nd;

did ot 12} truth regret whei our stey was near Its

a beautifal summer morning, that we
strolled up and down one of the avenues somewhat
"} retired.- 'The air was fresh from & storm the pre.
vlous night, ond accorded well with the spirits. of
who gaily ridiculed all, turned all
’ of a lovely ohild

who sat in o shaded nook, his arm evidently wound-
ed, from -the well-known "pign, o sling—furnished a
fresh subject. But for finding anything ridiculous,
the manner he bore the inconvenience occasioned by

| the frolicsome elf, to me was admirable; and I did
| not repent this interest, when losing my broooh, the
gift of o dead mother, he roge on notioing my return,.
{ and bowing, gravely inquired what 1 had last, then,
‘I framediately joiniog in the search, was able soon to
+|'restare it ; this my companions noticed too in the
‘distanos, As I received it, glancing for thie first
tiwo fuil‘at him, I saw o man, looking about thirty,
but sppsrently much older from his manner; and
| with inoreased embarrasement I expréwed my own
s for regro loss, & ho ell listencd
de was

o

A

, and

all their dreadful, their appalling reality.

longer powerless. It was my unklii;v!n friend.

fames still wildly glared in the dark night.-

ba left, then, turning, called: ,
« Compose yourself, dear ohild; it’s all over!”
. « Sl how can I ever thank you?”

mid: | .
* w What are you doing ?” and kissed myzloﬂpud.

We'saw flames stream with lightning-like rapidity
—the roof was fired—the doors fell with a crash.
The combatants plunged in through the apartment.
I heard the ory of *largess!” . The gleaming
bayonet at my breast one moment, and the next saw
it hurled from the murderer’s hand. I felt a pro-
tecting arm thrown about me, and remember the
flashing ‘sword which was wielded by an arm no

Coming to consolousncss again, two persons wero
near, Nothing but the inhabitants had “been saved
from the onstle. Through the opsp. window, the

'l lenrned, with a thousand conflicting feelings,
that it waas the general who had saved me, and been
immediately onlled back to command of his troops;
and when, a holf-hour-afterward, the door opening,
my preserver Btood beforo me, the sudden %ood of
gratitudo whick filled my soul “at dangers past,”
overpowered mo—even my thanks, He beokoned to

And-here raising his hend, I would hnvo’pmsad
my lips toit; but throwing his nr:qg "about me, he

time, I saw him. I knew-him. Merciful Father!

in his own honse!. .

Flight instantly was all my dismay could suggest,
and turning—it was impossible. Madame Muhl-
burgh was near. To all inquiries, I was dumb; but
faintly said : » [ should be better out of the crowd.”

Glancing back, as we slowly moved nway, I saw

the children olinging about his neck. ' He set thom

At this, his surprise was evident, and my foolish
heart bounded to have given him pleasure.

But, on reaching my room, my fears overpowered
all. 1 shuddered at what Vahlan might belleve,
and every moment my fears became more painful.
Finally, snatohing a pen, I wrote nearly the follow-
ing:— . ’

» A remarkable suocession of circumstances have
alwhys concealed your name ; and in this jgnorance,
1 acoepted my preseut situation, came to your house
—your children—without imogining Count Vahlan
all honor, and my uuknown proteotor were the same,
[ avolded meeting you, since only previous explana.
tion could keep my blushes back. 8till, the gener-
osity which has always ohuracterized yuu, leaves mg
to hope. Not fecling one doubt, you will judge as I
am convinced I deserve. 8. VoN Anwin.” .

I had hardly finished, when. my disguised oupids
sprang in to display their presents, with the mes.
sage, too, from papa, that he wished to offer his
thanks in person to the retiring poetess.

oan go to the table; and where is papa, now,
« In his cabinet, reading papers with Muhlburgh.”
4 Then bo po-good, Uarling, as to carry this note,
containing my exouses.” . - -’ )
And when I saw the little things hop joyfully
(awny,lfeltquiwoomposod. T

’

1 Lyl N N

I-recognised -instantly-my- prosever,—-Aud L - here |

down, and their shrill 'voicesswere distinctly heard.

« Minnie,” 1 said to the eldest, I do n’t think I"

T

They come back finally, telling me their father
had read my note, but had not spoken at first, only
walked fast about the room; and had sent them
away with the anawer ho would come himeelf, if not
unpleasant to me. '

My composure was gone instantly, and I sgé vainly
counting the minutes till his arrival. AtWast the
ocount entered—1I heard his foot-step in the hall, and,
a8 he drev_v nearer, my lost calmnes!}l seemed to re-
turn, ¥

He met me with solf- possession—nay, even quietly; -
and if I had folt, then, the timidity and alarm I ex-
perienced when I saw him in the court, his manner
would have immediately dispelled it. He spoke of
his children, and then, referring to the accident
which brought me there, said—

“1 bless the day; and promise me that you will
never, never leave me?” Then, with an earnest
impulse, e clasped my hand in his. .

I atarted aud tried to read his thoughts. My
love fain would have seen an answer in his faco.
But no, nothing but consideration for his children
prompted his words., Iochid my foolish heart for
that moment’s suspicion,

That night was passed in sleeplessness, I gave
up the half-formed resolution of leaving him. I
thought of the scene where he had saved my life, at .
the peril of his own, and shuddered as I imagined
his soorn of my base ingratitude. Could 1 more
nobly repay hini than by consecrating my life to the
care of his children? But wo be constantly near
one you love and know that you are but regarded
with friedship! True, it was hard; yet 1 would
steel my beart against the sorrow with time. ‘fhe
duys went by ; we et but seldom—never alone—and
when 1 way with the obildren bo passed them with a
fewgwords, never stopping. I saw he avoided me.
Fioally, one evening as he frequently sat in Muhl-
burgh’s parlor, where uow 1 seldom went—expoot.
ing to fiud him there, 1 took the purse he had left
with me, so that there should be nothing between us
that could bring me mortification, and entered the
m&lspeuking, courgoonsly, 1 laid.i¢ in hin hand,

rody bty abmn At ndndy —eatalcend . L
« I will take it since you feél any aunoyance.” *
“ Not any, count, but my situation in your houss
is free of every expense. 1 need it no longer,”
Here he glanced at me quickly, then at the purse.
Call it weakness; yet ] had given back another in
its place. Was it not the only memento of that
never-to-bo-forgotten bhour left me? A flitting
crimson, scarce perceptible, colored his face during
the moment’s pause, when he said— )
“ Yet, think still, young lady, I have further gcare
of you—are guardian of this property—your -dowry,
perhaps. Then you will receive it back ?
I had remained outwardly calm, silent; but then
the quick flashing eye, as he hastily dropped my
hand, startled me justin time to see him leaving
the room.

riage; now I learnt its history. His wife wasa
dependant in the house of haughty relations, and
tho evident harshness with which she was treated
first interested him. Opposition to this interest
coming from his own family speodily ripened the
boyish fancy her superb loveliness. had but com-
menced, to the most passionate love. With his mar-
riage he risked family and friends!

His beautiful countess was received at court, and
as years passed, developing her character, soon
through- flattery and intrigue his family’s wurst
fears were realized. But only too late did the un-
happy husband receive their sympathy and obtain
pardon. His country’s service unfortunately separ-
ated him at that time from his wife, otherwise the
scandal which filled both court and city might have
been avoided. But with the ruinof his domestic happi-
ness, for her childron’s sake she must withdraw
from court, aud love for them still forbade any
thought of & public separation. Yet even at Wilten-
bach, since the count’s ‘departure,: that happened

soenes did this house present! This waa'the life of
great people thén; but I was destined to see it
nearer. I learnt, though when tho count. was away
the countess was rarcly noticed, she had now re-
ceived, most singularly, invitations for the bridal .
festivities of the primier's son with the daughter of
a rich old count. From the rank of thie parties and
the bride’s family, great expeotation prevailed in
the country round ; and whien one day, the countess
sent for me, I sorcely imagined I should make my
entreo in a brilliant concert-room that evening. ‘But
her ladyship must have a companion—what if her
children did miss their friend; and every duty
urged, every objeotion, wera in vain.  She was my
misiress, and I went, o
" Btrauss’ unrivalled band won unlimited applause,
and though entertnined, yet 1 was more delighted to
find myself once back with my little ones again.
-Countess Vahlan, evon gayer than usual, pralsing
every ono and everything, declared I must acéompany
Lier on the morrow for the dinnerand ball following,
yet with a release from the solemn etiquette of a
pompous state dinver, Her ludyehip:b own maid
was gent to dress me, bringing flowers, laces, and.
appropriate ornaments, It was a brilliant assembly,
graced by fair women. Celobrated beauties at couxy
rose jn & new sphere with no less radiance, Every:
feeling of loneliness vanished as I recelved politness.
from all, which lustre I felt with joy was shed on.
me,” even a8 & friend of that one name. Yet the:
soene itaelf roused a thousand painful memories, and.
like the ghost of them I saw near me, with brother

officers -from a reglment” stationed shortly distant,,

© an old apquaintance—no other than the lioutenant o-

I had heard something of Vahlan'’s unbappy mar-

#ooh after “that interview ~last— mentioned; - what -



Ve

the Baden Baths, Unfortunnteiy the~ reeognitlon :
was mutusl, and he unehenged as I found ni‘eer the'
' | him, and the violent agitation following his mnster ]

ordinary greetings were passed. :
" Well, really, Madamoiselle, I am convinced for-\
tune’s favors are often those most unexpected 1" he
observed, in n loud voite, as'he again sought me for
the dance, and not this time in vain.

1 was sileut.

«Yes, tho interest I conceived for you in that.

jolly little misunderstanding has steadily flamed,
fed meantime by flying reports; but begad, how
docs the countess take this last phase 9”

lo paused ; the composed expression of my faco
was evidently unexpected. -But, nothivg daunted,
he continued in his usunl felicitous manner, joked
on about  my Knight Errant,”” as he chose to call
the count, nud my position in his houso also, most
offensively.

And as my thoughts grew wilder, more’ ‘unman-
ageable, the countess's carringe by chance was ah-
nounced. Once seated, and collecting myself fora
moving appeal, I was surprised by her saying she
would find another friend for the masquerade ball—
the ‘grand closing festivity. Had she heard the

evening’s conversation ?  No, I was mistaken, She -

_sent for the overdress [ had worn, for her friend the
next evening. I tock it, nnd, as the carriage was
waiting, appronched, with the purpose of agsisting
a young lady who stood leaningsngainst o pillar of
the alcove in twilight holdmg o mask. Thoe dress
dropped from my hands. It was the very face of
that miniature I had once taken for the count ¢

wWhat are you doing, Madnmoisclle Alwin ?”
the countess loudly called, then approaching, her-
gelf laughingly helped on with the pelisse, which
being a lady’s, was accordingly too small.

—

CHAPTER IIL

1 hastened from the room—horror and contempt
mingling principally in every thought of them. But
another, that he, my noble Vahlan, should suffer in

. this great wrong was overvhelming! Ilis gift, the
net purse, lay on my lap as I sat brooding and un-
ocoupied except with undefined fears. But soon
they took furm. I heard o loud outery of voices. 1

saw that a carviage steod in the gatewny by the
glnnmermg of torches Leld by a few persons. Then
quick steps sounded in the ante-room, and the door
ppéning, there appeared the countess’s maid’s pale,
frightened face.

#For God’s sake, quick, my young lady!” she
called honreely, *the count’s below.” And seizing
my haud she hurried me down the staircase, leaving
me at the door of his dressing-room.

I went in. There was his valet, and the surgeon
bending over the couch where he lay still conscious.
As he saw me, be stretched out his hand to take
_mine, begging my pardon for this fright.

His tones of voice gave me no calmness now, and
as my linuds trembled so in his he looked up
earncstly at me. I took heart—what could swch
trembling hands do for him ?—and calmed myself
with such good effect that the surgeon on leaving
entrusted me with all prescriptions.

Vablan overheard, His face grew scarlet.

« No, doctor, thnt 1’1l not allow ; the young lady

needs quict now.’
., 4Rt caunt g gt austt mgitatise? .-s..«poled
she doctor.

Here Muhlburgh came in, and we were goon left.

Then [ heard him relating the circumstances to his
old friend. Yet previously, as his glance had fallen
for a moment on the countess’s maid who had even
followed me in, a suspicion of the truth flashed into
my mind.

He said he had turned toward the castle on meet
ing the countess and learned then she was accom-
panied by Madamoisello Alwin. Her valet had pro-
curéd him a mantle and mask, and thus disguiseds
he entered the arena of maskers. He scon observed
his wife, and determining the young lady with her
was not the governess of his children, had followed
them, It was very evident from the conversation of

. two masks behind, he was not alone in suspicion of

his wife's companion.
On their entering a g oom, ho followed also.
The stranger lajd asid€ his mask. Vahlan then re-

" cognized o man he had long known as the enemy of

his honor, and, rusbing forward, eonfronted the
guilty pair.

The man rose, tore off his woman's dress, and, ad-
journing to a grove in the rear of the castle, had ro-
ceived a thrust which would ever memoralize this
night. Vahlan was wounded in the side. His fever
increased during the recital, and his agitation was
so violent at recurrence of past events that delirium
soon followed. Days passed, moments of delirium, ,
when I listened for his low words with rapture, and
heard feelings now poured out I had never dared con-
fegs to my own heart. If never before, I must bave
loved him then, She returned—she whose name
even now I scarce can write—and we had con-
cealed it from' him. But the second day after her
return, as he rested apparently calm, her maid,
though never having ventured' in since that first
night, came and beckoned me. From the spiteful

manner with which the jade proceeded ne, '} I hzid e,
“termined to speak to her mistress. As I ‘Butevell sho
“8t on-g sofn, and .the purse Vahlan had given me
lay before her. =

“You mny well turn pnle, madame I"” she sneered,
# at such evidenco ¢ your guilt.”

#Quilt!” I cjaculated, Tousing myself  hero to
.spenk * what can you term guilt ?” ,

7 wretched woman!” and, screnming with pas.

. f.sion. she sintched the purse, tossing it at my feot,

_and the’ torrent of inveotive which followed was”
frightful on woman’s lips,

ultisa pity in acting such perfection should fnil
from the mere peep behind the curtain; such o nice
‘little plot too, I’m bound to say I should appland, if
the game bad been' secured.” Then dropping sar-
casm, which is a keen weapon to the sensitivo, she

»

‘ informed mo I must leave her house, and that, too,

fn twenty-four hours. I waited no longer, but noise
lessly, like one stunned by 'a ‘heavy blow, orept:,

- away, while her voico atill cchoed after me.

‘If T'remember, it ‘was about twilight, tho maid
oame for the children—little innocents! They had

* bon olinging with their muto sympathy. for tho few

Inst hourgabout me. Theirs were but childish out-
i bursts o’ grief; still their loving natures were

* 4 deeply wounded, and refused comfort. The countess

'

t hnnds back for me. - it b

«"direoted their little night-dresses, beds, playthings,

" books, -all should bo ‘taken. Yeton all I looked tear-

- less, unmored.  Yes; even: with unmoved face: when B

* my darlings kissed my 1ips-and étretohed .t.heiralittle

3onowa v.l.";r

. 'The next -ftrain’ K- reeall, -on my poor,’ pent~n’p'.

; ‘hesrt, ~was, Mubiburgh’s giving meé news’ of - the

+ ootmt, - After different inquiries -for* me, which had
heen passed along, his valet gave: some’ puswer that
con ' : . . V . -

thid" oount fmmediately. seized on, : His snspleions
excited, the poor follow was then too’ simple to eludo

learning it, deprived him of cousbiousness. I gaw
what Mublburgh feared; what ho endenvored still
to hide, and cried out in my desolation—

«I have no ond ou searth. What will become of
mo ?”

« Not 80; go back to tho Mullers, my dear young
lndy-—-anlnn atill lives, DBelieve me, thero are hap-
pier days in store.”” - But speaking hopelessly him.
gelf, he was unnble to give comfort.

In the morning, bis wife came to make prepnre-
tions for my departure. I had’ never spoken of the
count—never been to his room’ since I was called
from it by the maid. So I was ignorant of all that
had hnppened sinco I saw Muhlburgh last. After
perhaps an hour’s waiting, Mublburgh appeared,
greatly agitated, but said, with evident control—

“Will you npt go s.t once? The carriage waits
below.”

Ilooked at them passively, Oh God! how little
prepared for what ho was to add!

# Qtherwise you remain only to witness earth’s
snddest sight! *They but wait tho arrival of priests
to administer the lnst sncrament.”

Yes, it was a reality, to ‘have it sfid so ﬁrmly, 80
clen.rly, yet now both husband and wife were weep-

ting, and jt was 1 who broke the silence.

“ Then let me stay! Should any one leave this
house while its master lics dying

Mulburgh assented; for, putung my arm with
feeling in bis, he supported me in fact to the draw-
ing-room, passing down the principal staircase, lined
with the white, terrificd servaits, each holding a
wax-taper that their tremblings almost might have
extinguished! I remember also, even now, bow,
after we entered, ho pointed to enger, tearful faces
in tho court. Here were the count’s fricnds and
family. The priests and choristers had procceded
to the sick man’s room, and, as the sudden ringing
of bells from his cabinet broke on the air, the whole
assembly sank on their knces,-and hands were
crossed in gilent prayer! I must have fainted, for,
as all rose, I lay forward on my face. Then Muhl-
burgh, with several of the upper servants tho coun.
tess’s ban had not frightened from me, raised and
placed me in the catriage that still waited,

During the weeks that then pnsseq&n my life's
blank, yet suffering existence, “ my good Muller”
had been constantly in receipt of cordials and money
from Wiltenbach, and I was gradually becoming my.
gelf aguin, when Muhlburgh came. That he should
not recognize me in my changed health till I ex.
tended a hand in welcome, I think gave me pleasure.

« My dear young lady, you have suffered so much
already, how can you pardon my sad office ?”

His words thrilled my shuddering frame; yet
what could I learn worse than that already known ?
And glancing at the paper he held I ejaculated—for
1 knew the count had added a codicil in my favor in
his last illness— .

« His will 2”

#No;a letter.”

«Oh, give it tome quick! DBut yet impossible!
e would not have written thnt last day he was un-
OODEQXOUB
« What, - mpdtvlociio 7 Tou &re certainly in
some singular error! Vahlan is totally recovered,
and sends me —"

“wAlive! The count lives!” I gasped, and my sud-
den joy was too much. I fainted. When, after a
little time, I was able to listen, he continued, though
with caution :

« Late that day he roused suddenly from his ap.
parently dying oondition. All thought his fast
ebbing life then received its strength from a pro.
found sleep which strangely resembled death; yet
he unaccountably revived. And as he grew better,
his family made arrangements with the countess for
an entire separation, endeavoring to prevent an in-
terview fraught with so much pain' and' agitation,
But he saw ber once. The children are now, Mad-
ame, with his sister; Who remains entirely with the
count.”

That Muhlburgh paused here, strangely embar.
rassed, struck me with alarm, and I hastened to
urge his cotitinuing.

#May I hope to find you no 1éss composed in what
go nearly concerns your future "

1 nodded an assent.

«The scandal of the count’s sepnratlon fell on the
guilty ; but that no suspicion may rest on his present
course, he will hesitate at no sacrifice.”

“1 understand 1" I exclaimed, as 1 rose,’ “Vo.hle.n
nced not fear; he shall never meet me.”

. wYet do you guess what it cost him 9 he said,

| following me to &' window where I had turned away.

« Enough, sir! Trouble yourself np farther, Muhi.
burgh, I 8ay farewell!sfor from this time I see no
one from that house.” _

He left, while every feeling of bitterness remorse.
lessly tortured my heart, Yes, even how [ longed

thing preferable to this cold separation! With this
thought I remembered his letter, still lying with its
seal unbroken, and shuddered at its probable indii’
ference. Yetahow different ! pnssion and purity
breathed throughout, and charaoterized & love he
described as won from the first, yet unacknowledged
even to himself, till danger, threatening me, be.
trayed its depths. But when he related bis finding

combnt the martyrdom in which love had still ‘con.
quered—for had it not yielded to manliness, honor ?
With prayers thnt every blessing might be showered
on me; nnd in: hnppmess I should forget him, he
added, ¢ but in misfortune, which ever sll‘ences the
world, you shnil still find o strong heart.”
My pride was gone; every mortifioation t‘orgotten.
Ho loved me! " I wrote, tnd Muhlburgh, from boy.
hood his friend and eonﬁdo.nt, returned for the con-
versntion my hnughty spirit at first had rejected.
The bsttle was neurly won,even In those hours we
sat in Madame Muller’s littlo patlor. Life had other
aims, I saw. - I had been loved-—loved as fow wives
seldom ave!  That was in the past. My duty- whs
now to give him up without bitierness, without re-
pronehi‘ui coldness. <
CHAPTER Iv.. -
Neerly six. yeers hnve passed since I, a young.
inexperlenoed girl of seventeen, firat visited Baden.
The years, I find, that have ko .changed the joyous| .
frankuess of & sunny, open nature, to sedate woman-
lu;od. bave not been. idle here. .The quiet vnliey,
wit
o487 16w thrown . Into ;a promenade, and the last
trace of. lyxu
erence will

bifige|m )tdopted mdthm',tMldemeiLimm,;i

porp

so-mupli Drnsgiters ey B0 )y

g

again for that poor eomfort, to mourn him—any.|

me again in his own house,l felt once more_thel

woodland shade of;lindens~a former retreatt

tnatere vanished... But ‘with, rev..-
w to. the nymph of these: waters, |-

2 ,the Hampster's trsde.

But before proee‘ ing further,
hasten to. introduee it some pl’iA my ld°Pt°d
parents, The Littens are old, worthy 0“‘““ of
Hamburg, that had just lost thelr, ohild enly
daughter, when by chance we met. They
childless, and lonely in life, were’ mlerested, not_

alone in my friendlessnces, but from my history, -
‘With them I left my cobuntry, and, on ‘renouncing it, .

beoame heiress to all their wealth. Yo, ther it-was
with heavy heart I loosed the ties that bound me to
a land where [ hnd suﬂ‘ered all—whert 1 had loved!
Yet it was better sel The bitterness I had thought
subdued, outlived; even now comes bnoki » And ‘can
I ever, ever leern—-to forget? But now itis impos.
sible to say whm—weeks, months, may pass before
we turn our faces again toward Hnmburg. The

air of my fe.therlnnd that I drsw in’ with weeried‘

spirit, seems iobee.r, them new life, end it scarco
needs persuasion on my part to remain’ my lifetime

here. Yot in my heart lingers that one sentence,

« Homeward  bound, gmteful to me.ny of earth’s
mariners !". - :
o o (] e . o’

Is it posslble that last sentence was penned by me,
this morning, not twelve hours ago ? ‘But perohance

some reader who has followed & history, dating its.

happiness or unhsppmess from Baden Be.ths 80 far,
8i entitled to immediate ‘reloase, -
To.day, as I strolled, through the gardens, late for

morning promenade, the past was brighter—more .

vmdly than usual present with me. And. thus
wrapt in “a world of my own,” I hsrdly perceived
a stranger occupied & ,iplu.ce I had destined as the
limit of my walk, And ag 1 drew near, & fancied
resemblance grew momsntarily stronger! 1 remain.
ed rooted, without power to tear myself from . the
spot. when, fanoy my. surprisei The faee turned
It was really Count Vn{hlen! :

With one stride, it seemed, he was at my side, a.nd

after a moment’s hesitatron—for he pereeived my :

wish to fly—he exolaimed:

“ You were esoaping—would he.ye gono, had I ‘ot

seen you {”

6 Yes :

 But Sophie, we have not met for & long time; ;
how have the years passed with you ?”

#Well, count. I am oared for—"

“ Married ! ho exclaimed quickly, while his face
I thought, grew a shade paler.

-+ No; with friends,” and at his questioning glance
Idescribed my parents,the reasons of the present jour-
ney, and acquainted him with every little change or
circumstance. Meanwhile he had brought me back,
to his seat, placing himself beside me; and though
he addressed me heartily, with the freedom of an old
friend, yet I did not trust myself to meethis glauce !
Noticing then for the first time the crape Worn on
his hat, I said : .

“ You are in mouEnng, Count Vahlan?”

¢

The surprise of his reply affected me much when
he assented ; remarking, »The—countess is dead,”
with the calm grzvity which accompanies deep
feeling. 1

Perceiving now hours had flown unnoticed, for it

was gix, the hour when my parents took their eve- .

ning stroll, | sprang 4% ; he would atcompany me,

1.folt some nve. Aﬂ 'pu‘h' of the countoss’s carly
death, and her extreme beauty ; but more as he dis-
closed, though with indulgence, how it had been the
result of a reckless life. IHer physician had com-
manded quiét, through which, though dangerously
injured by being thrown in the chaise—for she was
o wild rider—he still hoped to save her. But a reet
| lessness, in accordance with all, shortened her eamer,
though not her suffering ; all hopes of recovery were
speedily lost. Twas then it seemed impossible to
léave her among unfeeling relatives, and he had
brought her to Wiltenbach. In his own words:
# Through God’s mercy, on her death-bed she repent-
ed of her past life, and died peacefully in my arms.”

We had now reached the entrance to the avenue,
where we met Madamo Libbens, with some gentle-
men who were often at our house, I introduced the
count, and éne of the gentlemen remarked jokingly
upon my absepoe, -

« We casily decided mndnmmselle, on her mother’s
missing her, was again on a pilgrimage.”

« Pilgrimage ?”” amazingly inquired the count, and
1 was excessively aunoyed that he should hear it. But
not pereelvlng it, the stranger continued wrth busi-
ness-like precision— S

# Yes, it is made once surely each day, always
alone, to a seat at the end ot‘ the avenue, and the
same one at the left below ; twice I think I have dis-
covered tears in the young le,dy s eyes.)’ '~

Here my mother who ignew apart of my history,
seught to turn the eonverention, by inviting. Count
Valhan to our house, which he accepted. .

Yet I felt he knd underatood but too well the blud- -
der, and my face grew . sparlet. He' wnlked slowly, ~

silent, rather lingering bthind till ns our ps.rty v?
sufficiently out of hearmg, stopped, turned suddeu A
exolaiming— .

#Bophie! I now know you he.ve not wholly forgot-
ten old times ; and why did youleave me yenrs with.
out one word 2"

-4 Qould-1- Qg?:therw:se and respect: yonr eommnnds,

count, which'1n reality meant my existenee should be
a blank to you Vil

«You have nccomplnshed it keeping your promise
all well.”
My peace, if not my hnppiness ‘seeure. and
why should I dlsturh enother’s desrer to ‘me tho.n
life m .
* uOh, Bophie! then youvlove me still l"

.. wQould you doubt f¢ 2t v < re

 Yes, during those yeats'ef trigl I was sometimes
tempted to feel a doubt of love beyond -the- human He
but now, Sophie, will you be ming?” -
~'w Yours only, Tor eternity ” I murtaured,
In that moment of joy Il sorrows, grlefs, wers of
the past. Slowly leaning on' his  arm we rejoined

{our ' party, and my rapid excuses immedintely brought

my mother’s quick penetrating eye” upon’me, and

Papn Litten's evident cordiality to: the.count betray- -
‘ed he too guessed & part of what had passed between

us,. ‘Thoughts of my happiness too, 1 percoived with

Joy, overcame any’selfish feclivg in'losing me. What

a'hiappy evaning wns this! Kneeling as bofore - own

* | boved parents did my poble Vahlan receive my hand

selvee :

“Are we porlshlng heref Are we perishlng heref
|10 sight of fhe friends whom we all love sodear? ~ - -
Oh, ehriekingsfor mereyl Ob, walls of despairl
‘Are YR all tho echeeu that bend to oiir prayer? R
Oh, mariner, say, Is no hope to be fonnd—
No joy and no safety come to tho rock-buund? Sk
Wil the rage of the tempest, the wsr of tho sea R
Ne'er calm 1tself, brlugingh aucoor 10 me? | U
Oh, waves of-old Ocoan, that keep us from home, | o
Must yo bo our portlen,’ engulfed In your fonm‘{" Vot
lnsiead of the green, grassy. knoll of our dreams,. s
-| Where we thought to lie, charmed bythe murmuringstreaml.
.| Muat we eoftly recline in thy billowy swells,
/And sleep by tho chimo of thy tiny foam-bola?
Instead of bright meadows, enchanting'to view, .. #.,
Must we tread thy dark caverns, and tenani- them, too; P
And, lenviug the moss-bank that pillowed our head.
Beck out from thy treasures tho sea-coral bed, :
Where the shark, and tho mullot, and gold- -fleh there mlm,
And bring us glad welcomo to visit their home?

If thus wo are destined, oh summons, como soon,
Give to us our place, and asslgn us our doom ;

'} Oh, proud lab'ring veseel, contend yo no more

With elements raging, thy freight to devour,

By Steam-king forsaken when most In thy heed,

Thy cloeing scene hastens, thy trust wherefore heed?
Full well hast thou struggled to rescue thy friends,
The farce is played out, and in tragedy ends,

Thy poor gaping sides can no Jonger restrsln .
The storm’s direful strength, or their trensures retain;
And when we havo lost In the closely-fought race,
*T'is best to submit, o'en In sorrow, with grace,
Together from port wo have sailed on our way,
Together have pictured our joy's coming day,
Together we'vo glided o’er sunshipy deep,

Together we've toiled, and together we'll aloep,

-

But no; though our forms all forgotten recline, .
Thy own stalwart beams, and our bones, in the brine, .
Although they may sink *neath dscay’ 8 erumbllng power.
The Architect lives, and he lives to Testoro,

Ye waves, all exultant in horrible‘glee,

The BoDY {8 yours, but the splrit Is free, .

Ye may bend TuaT, or break/lt, or chain to your will,

‘The soul {8 triumphant and pnimate still!

Lald all thy stout timbe
Another shall rear, t|
Yictorlous Ocean s
"} Ahd proclaim to tha world, though the tempests may rave,
Man’s will shall yey/conquer tlie wind and the wave?

[] . . o ° ° [} °
Hark, hark, what) lad sound! Ah! our volce is too weak,
Oh, Parent of good, 4il thy praises to speak !

High over the sound of the breakers that raved,

Comes the ery, lip to lip, *we are saved, we are saved!"
‘Tho lfe-boat is Inunched on the line to the shore, *

The sea’s heavy booming can fret us no more,

And In the deep silence of overy broast, '
Each heart peals full anthem for long-despaired rest

To bim, who in bounty hath given to our kind,

The wiLs that shall conquer the wavo and the wind!

ProviDRNCE, January 7, 1858,

“Written for thie Banner of Light.

KATE STRATYON;

OR,
BORN FOR AN OLD MAID,

BY WILLIE F. WILLEY.

Al Littleton declared with one exoeptlon, (my own
humble self,) that Kate Stratton was “born for an

six hundred persons, in a thriving settlement Ilike
ours, ought to have boen regarded as of infinite im-

of & single individual.

prudlsh girl like Neighbor Stratton’s oldest daughter,
should find in the person of Willianm Willey so brave
a champion and defender. They could not possibly
accuse me of any degree of selfinterest in the matter,
for Kate Stratton and I, although living scarce more
than a mile apart, were, at the time of the commenoe-

while with her two younger sisters, who were ac-
counted thesbelles of the village, I had carried on for
some timg past, & most desperate flirtation,
Farmer Stratton was o man in easy circumstances,
though faf from ‘being wealthy in the general accep-
| tation of the term. He had been from early youth o
hnrd-working man, and was not ashamed to own that
he earned his bread solely by the labor of his hands
and the swent of his brow. His large family of chil
dien, consisting of three boys and threegirls, heintend-
ed to have brought up after his own idens of industry
and morality; but as years of better fortune began.to
dawn upon them, Mrs. Stratton_ began to entertain
Tofty ideas tht were hardly consistent with hor for-
mer humble position in life, and which, at last, re-
sulted in her assumption of the entiro Teins of gov-
ernment, in regard to the menngement of ‘her chil-

\Ir. Stratton, whose authority in domestio mntters
soon dwindled.into insignificance.

Very different was the girlhood of Emma nnd Lauru
Stratton from that ,f their elder slster Kate. While

ers and slsters nently and comfortably - ciothed her
more beautiful faced sisters found only time to sing
and play upon the plano, and write blllet-doux to

have eondeynned in Kate, was not only tolerafed, but
, snnctioned upon the part. of I]mme, and Laura, The
secret of thls maternal partmllty might have “been
| casily divined, hed people been disposed to view the
matter - its proper light. Emma and Laura, whose
respeetlve ages wero twenty and twenty- gno. yenrs
were unluckily codowed with an unusually largo
shnre of what the world terms physieu.l beauty. They
were blonde in the strictest sense of the word, - pos-
sessing roseate complexions and curly hair of a deli-
| cate golden oolor, and eyes whoso blue seemed the re-
, | flection of Lkeaven’s own-azure,  In form and features
they wero so nearly the counterpart of ono another,
as to'be often taken, by straugers, for twins.’

Kate, the senior of Laura, by some threo years, wes

.| ceedingly plain girl, At lonst, 80 thought all’ Little
ton, and so thought I, too, at first sight,” before ‘my
eycs were clearly opened to the severs trials and dif-
fioulties under which sho labored, and the keen in-

sults and injuries which she duily suffered . at the
hands of her miother and younger sisters. The pale
olive complexion of Kate Stratton was rarely if ever

from theirs] Weo wotp .their ohildren; indeed tha~Jeniivened by oven the faintest tinge of orimson, Hey

count will now urge thejr hurrying out.the long-dis- .

cuased plan of #ettling in'my fatherland. :
Ishnll soe my lovely angels- again] thoy. will bo-

‘mine again by tho blessedirite, to opusborate my life,

nmy strength to their andito their/fatber's happi- .

neid 1 All sorrows; all sncrifices forgoyten, he is mine /
And 3 henvenly~bright futire smxles towards mel

,Hur ry and Cnnning eN the two hp
Dispatoh and 8kill; but neither of thom vey 1lhyirn,

R

» -

hair of & dark brown oolor waa perfectly etrnight
and was parted smoothly upon & brow, which if not
white and marble-like agthe poets have it, was never-
less high and expanslve, nnd belokened no sllght de-
greo of int«.lleot. Nota wave or ripple wu,s dlsoeﬁn
nble in the mo.ss o{ dusky iznir that was gethemd in
a single poll at the back of her smnll but’ well.gbaped
hend, The eyes of Knte Stratton wore by dnyligllt of

‘_ grsyish eust, although whien seen by the faint j

of ovenfng they scemed to_ have beerr suddeniy d)
a barol eolor, hnd wore ni times strengely luetrou ,/

i . e
\

A model

old maid,” .To be sure, the opinion of soma five or

portance, compared to that of & minority, composed

People thought it strange that a plmn Tooking and

ment of my story, but little more than strangers;

dren and all in-door nii‘e.irs, to the totol”exolusion of
the latter toiled thh her needlo every moment «8le

could snatch from school, to keep her younger broth-

their.numerous- beeux.«—Whet Mra:-Stratton would:

hat people would, generully spenking, ol an“ex-

17 i A
i ’Ke&e Strntton's pigggi fpolin
ype ihnﬁ“ o G
boldl eut, Word meyertholess:
‘ithei‘ onld 8. senlptor htfve ohGBR! Kier foin for a
@fﬁee in stature Kate Stratton was a little be. -
low. the médium height, and aliogether too thin to
l}‘&ﬂi a{t\fist’s idea of beauty e.nd symmetry.
Othe external desenptlon of the three

LE ~g’ism§. ‘In hie ‘qualities of the mmd und‘henrt, the

'eontrest wu ei;unlly a strilnng one, Emmn and -

| Latra, with' & conisciousness of their own superior

personel charms, were exacting and’ tyrannical,
while Kate, on the contrnry, was a8 gentle and kind.
hearted as her sisters were cold and unfeeling,

My nequsintenee with the Strattens had not been

. | ong of long standing, as'it was only some sixor eight
CL monihs previous to the time of the' opening -of..our
.+ | story, that I came to thtle\ixlxo\t;) meke iy home with

my mother, who, by the dea¥h of her husband, was
left desolate‘and alone. My fa her, Charles Willey,
was for many years a justioe of “the ‘peade, in
Mugsachusetts, and.a native and resident of Bosum.

N Til health at last eompelled him to.resign an’ office’

whioh he had so honorably and faithfully filled for
nearly & quarter of-a century. Having accidentally”

. | stumbled upen the ehnrmmg village ot’ thtleton while

making & summer tour through his own' netlve State,
my father, pleased with the seclusion and pieturesque
scenery of the place, determined to fix upon this town
as his future residence. In this instance, as in many .
others, foktune seemed to favor my father. A fing
mansion house with highly caltivated grounds and
the property of the heirs of Jacob Littleton, the orig-
inal settler of the town, was up for sale.. My moth-
or's pleasure was ever that of her husband, and as
my father was evidently dehghted with the quaint
architeoture of the old mansion house, and .its beau-

-| tiful and tastefully arranged grounds, pnrchase of the '

sforementxoned estate wasimmediatély made by him,

and thither his wife and he at once removed, This

Jhappened just at the time of my entering eollege. and

a8 the prospect of a home in the country was any-

thing but a pleasant piece of contemplntlon for a boy’

who had been born and brought upin the city, I must -

oconfess that I looked upon college walls a8 a kind of .
blest refuge and shelter from' rural ills.

Upon the expiration of my collegiate term, some
five years after,.I was, owing to my father’s influence,
specinlly admitted to the bar, as-a lawyer. I had,
however, hardly commenced practice, in eompnny
with an old friend of my father’s, when I received
the sudden and astounding intelligence of my beloved
father's denth! As quick.as cars and coach would
take me 1 hastened home, and learned from the lips
of my afflicted mother that it was my father's dying
request that I should give up practicing law in the
city, and take up my residenco with my only surviv-
ing parent, until the time of her death.

Buch a sacrifice was no easy thing for & young
and ambitious man.to make, who was Jist entering
upon the world’s great and everchanging arena.
But duty demanded, and young and wayward as I
had always been, I would sconer have .cut off my
right hand, than have denied my beloved father his
last request, and by so doing, leave niy idolized and
bereaved mother to worry out the remaining years of
| her existence, in the sulitude of ucountlj village, ‘
with no one to look to for comfort and ‘sympathy in
this her great musfortune, but stre.ngers, whose feel.
ings and interests were a8 far removed from those
of her own heart, as Greenland is distant from the
charming shores of la belle France or Southern ltaly.
And thas it was that I come to make Littleton my
place df regidence, The large property of which my
father, while living, was the possessor, would at the
death of his wife, by the right of mhermince, fall
entirely to his son and only child.

My mother, who had nought left to love and live
for besideg her boy, was anxious to share with me
the liberal income which my father had settled upon
her. I thanked her for that generosity which was
ever 8o noble & characteristio of her worshiping
nature, at the same time decllnmg the bounty and
support, which my great pride of heart’ would not
permlt me to aceept.

I accordingly opened & small law office, (a thing
of which the little gillage of Littleton was quite
destltute.) with the determination of persevering in
a profession to which my taste and will had ever
inolined. At first my clients were but few and far
between, like angel visitants; but my father’s: pree
vious reputation, and the novelty of having an attors
noy in 8o small & place, soon made William Willey
famous, not.only in Littleton, but throughout the
neighboring towns, 8¢ that before I'had been six
months & resident of Littleton, I found myself doing
a tolerably gopd business, and the récipient of a fair
share of practise, that was daily on the increale,

The 800 of an ex-judge, not made void of those
natural elements of success—youth and good looks,
atd whose every act and movement betokened his
city extragtioti; could not fail, to be lionized in o
quict country town, where gossip nnd leet.ure going
scom' to be the chief amusements of the day and
night. Very few of my college vacations had been:

Tor, u8” Tack Would have ity I generally muneged to
have some intimate .class-mate or chum, who alwayd'
insisted upon trnnsporting mo to his own pleasant
home, where, with every species of existing amuse-
ments in the known world, we managed to pess
away & month’s tlme most agrecably, -

What littlo timé, however, I spent at home during
my five yoars's scliool-term, was usually so much oo-
cupied with the society of old friends, who. generally
seized that opportunity of visiting my parents in
their country home, that I had renlly little or no’
chance of forming an ncqumnto.noe with the severnl
familjes living in Littleton.

But, now that I had ldeated myself in their midst
for an ifdefinite term of years, I began to look about_
me for compauions, wliose ha.bits and tostes, if not
exactly like my own, would in’ somd’ mensure as.
similate with them, ~ - - -

The Misses Emma and Lnura Strution weré emong

the first young ]ndles in tho place, to whom: Ireoeived
the honor of an introduction. . Their fresh and pleas- -
ing style of beauty charmed mo at first eight, and I
inwardly songratulated: myself upon the grent degres “ -
of plensure’ which' the soolety of two aimple and
bewitohing rustic bolles would afford o village attor-
ney, whom time-and distanoe’ quite ¢ gliut out and
isolated from:the more populnr' und fnehionnble
amusements of the eity. IR

My mother,. who, during her' geason oi’ mouminsp .
recelved. but littlo company, seemed.  highly gratified, -
when I related: to her -the- oiroumstence of my lntro.
duction to, tho {4vely daughiers of. FarmeF Biratton, -
‘Her own eeqhnintpnee wi;h tixlen:i hadl}ree i
t§ very lengthy one,. for,during the firab
d | her residetivg It Likt1eVop; they Wetp edli:ani at bO“?d-
ing dehool 8 eto‘nn some fife miles

l KO.;".
) :

I8 nh.i

spent in Littleton previous to my father’s decense'



v "my i{ps; a8 T beheld in"the person of the' pale_ and |’
,,,,mmmtiue dlylng” befors e 'my youtgeollegiate | ning ferlously.to fou the fulluroof my project, vmy -
'felond, Ralph Wallors, of Boston.” As the ekercises | mothor will. lay. your refusal more “mly v hem

¢ 1nsthllation progressed; I oould mot but look with | than you'imaglne - - P
ph 51':‘ en.' hose' Infolléotut endow: | Tndead ", ,mm“ml Mrs. Btratwn, ln on under " tlmt ‘moment {0 him,. who was_my frlond? _Heaven
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" When they returued home, ﬂnlehed ledlee, a8 thelr
. dmiring mamma. fully believed, they were regarded
by théir less fortunate femele eeeoolem, as. woqdere,
together, y with no. plrght mixture,of,envy and jeal.
- ousy, Erom that hour Emma ¢ end Leure mede Lit-
- tleton, ‘their queendom—her youthful gons thelr
warmest. and most degoted euhjeets. ) ;
During the two years that preceded the ex; jndge'e
.death; the gisters Stratton and my mother hed inter-
changed;calls a8 often as three or four times-a year;
and in the ellght knowledge which they had gained
of one, enother’e charaaters, by their rere' and unfre-
quent meetlnge, the hearts of all, three lediee were
‘equally prepossessed in each ether s favor. If not
really twins in years, Enma and Lnure Btratton were
evidently twins ond . co.workers in. eye;yth\ng that ;|

pertained to artifics and ounnlng.' All of & sudden, |-

their " visits to tho mansion of my late father in.
oreased pereeptrhly, and their ‘efforts towards oon-
dolenoe upon the paitt'of my ‘bereaved purent and
théir uppnrently deep anxiety in regard to her' health
“and comfort, quite toushed the sensitive heart of my
’ mother, nnd oxoited a feelmg of gretrtude oand friend-
ship in her breust, i’ whxeh Imyeelf wos for n tune

+ g shaver, '
Two or -three’ evemnge of eaoh' week were now

" gpent by me ‘at the comforiable-and chieerful farm-
" houee 'of- uelghbor Stratwn. *Bmms and ' Laura
equnlly cocupied my atterition; and. so’ theronghly
proficient” had-each become in the -art of pleasing
“and captivating, that llttle or no room for preference
was'left me between the two. It was ensy for me to
percerve that my visrte at the house of* Mr. Stratton
(who was a man of genuine hospitality and sincerity
*of hee.rt,) were 'a source of infinite pleastre to his
wife, whose generel manner, strango to say, had
been exeeedlng repulelve to,my feehnge, from the
mement of our ﬁret intervlew. There was an in’
arnuutlng nnd deoertful air ebout the woman, that
‘made me ulwaye suspicious as to the. ‘nature and
truth of her professed l‘nendehxp, in"short, hers
Was & soul upon which the’ heart of i innocence and
faith mlght not with eafety cast its unnhor. o
The far- from pleasant rmpreeeron which the
’ mother ot‘ Emme dnd Laura Stratton made upon
my hee.rt seemed to increase and strengthen ‘daily
wtth our aequn.mtnnee. When I related the olreum.
etence to my beloved ‘mother, she accused me of pre-
judice, and chided me for the little confidence I was
disposed to repose in the other sex. I bore her kind
rebuke meekly, but felt myeelf in no degree dissuaded
of the strange ideas which hed 80 singularly found |,
lodgment in my brain.
.1 had known Emma and Laura for at least three
months, before I-became aware of the fact that they
were blessed in the possession of a slster older than
themselves. In the frequency of my calls upon
them, 1.had often heard both mention the name of
Kate, but, from the strangely indifferent and unfeel-
ing manner in which they ulweye gpoke of her, I
judged that said Kate was cither o domestio, or
some poor- maiden aunt, who was totally dependent
upon their bounty for an existence.

It was by mere accident, that I learned from ope |
of the villagers, that farmer Stratton had anoth
daughter besides the two which I had seen, and
whose Christian name was Kate. Kate Stratton! it
. was & sauoy sounding name, and, with the bearer of
it, I neeoolqted & shrewish, headstrong woman, like
Shakspeare’s Catharine in the play of Catharine
and Petruchio. I instituted inquiries among the
good people of Littleton, about this mysterious pera
sonage; whom my eyes had as yet never been per
mitted to look upon, but roceived -but one answer
from the majority of -them, that. Kate Stratton was
a plain-locking and reserved girl of about twenty-
four, who was without doubt * born for an old maid.”

_ Being, however, a person who was inclined to be
# littlo skeptical in regard to the opinions of others,
and disposed to credit only what.came under the
actual observation of myown eenses, I determined

" to withhold my. opimon until an opportinity of
judging for myself wis granted me. Once or twice
after this, [ ventured to broach the subject of Kate's
near reletlouehlp, when in the presence of " “Mra,
Stratton and her pet daughters. Isaw the nervous
glances which passed from one to another, and no-

dlvlnee and Ghrietinn eeeoolalee by whom he vee

Bomething withln my ovm heurt eeemed to say,
there is at least one in this oongregation, who will
properly eppreelate this talented youth, and that is"
Kate Stratton ; -for,. during . the .entlre  exercises, I
had closely sorutinized . her ple,in, but strangely ex-
pressive  countenance, as, unooneoioue of my. deep
gaze, she sat with her dark and lustrous eyes  fixed
firmly fipon the pale face of the young dlvxne. Inoted
the breathless attention wlth whioch ehe listened to
every word that fell from his thin lips, while her
mother and more fashionablo sisters were buzzlng
like bees | e.hout persons and things around them,
hevlng nppee.eed their aurioeity ehortly after Mr,
Woltere’ first appearande in the pulpit.
he exercises at the church fairly over,
t the foot of the altar to greet my friend, whom I
had not seen for more than two years.. The joy of
our meeting oan only be imagined by those who,
after long months and years of separation, find
themeelvee guddenly, and almost magioally, brought
face to face with one who had shared wlth them the
vo.ried pleasures and toils of oollege or ‘school life.
uch’ re-unions are as grnteful and refreshing to the
heerts of men, as is_ the elght of an onsis to the
wenry feot and’ perohed llps of the traveler in ‘the’

" After o brief mtreduotron to my mother, I pro-
poeed that my frlend should become the guest of my
mother and self for a few vieeks, as the pereonnge
was undergoing a state of thorough repairs, Relph
Walters demurred a little, at ﬁrst, in régard to' the
uocepw,noe of my invitation;’ but the - urgent” en-
tréaties of my beloved parent, together with
my own, scon banished all' goruples of delicacy
which he felt in the matter, and ended by our bear- | Miss Strntton ﬁm,her‘
ing him to our home, & most eubmleerve. and, by ne
means, reluctant prisoner. i

The young pastor had been with us ubout a fort-
night, when I suggested to my indulgent mother the
propriety. of giving a leves, or party, to the residents
Littleton, for the purpose of introducing our guest to
his parishioners, among whoin he had formed, as yet,
but few acquaintances, and those, for the most part,

As I had expected, my mother at once acquiesced
with my wishes, and a general igvitation was ac-
cord1neg extended to young and old, rich and poor,
grave and gay, thoroughout our little village,

For reasons best known to myself, I detertnined to
become the bearer of the invitation (which, accord-
ing to true etiquette, was given in my mother’s
name,) to the Stratton family. In doing so, I laid a
particular stress upon the name of Miss Kate Strat-
ton, whloh doubtless revealed to the senses of Mrs,
Stratton and her favorite daughters the fact that I
was no longer rgnore.nt of euoh a person’s existence

Kate, as ueual was not visible at the time; but,
with many thanks from Emma and Laura, and as
many compliments from Mrs Stratton to my mother,
I left their house, promising to call for the ladies
upon' the proscribed evening, about & week hence.

‘The evening of our proposed party at last arrived.
The Logpitality of the widow of ex Judge Willey had
been eulogized and commented upon the whole town
over, until every one was fairly infeoted with the
spirit of anticipation. Agreeable to promise, I pre.
sented myse!f at an early hour at the door of farmer
atton, The wife of the latter received me with
exceeding warmth of manner, and a few minutes
later I was joined in the parlor by the sisters Emmn.
and Laura, who wero “arrayed in bright plaid ellke,
which were doubtless \new for the occasion.
their entrance, their beautiful faces were perfectly
wreathed in .smiles; but, upon my inquiry after
Kate, they were at once dispelled, giving place to
frowns, which, if more natural to them, were not
half as becoming to their handsome features,

Observing the annoyance of her darling daughters,
Mrs, Stratton attempted to say, by way of apology,
that Kate, who had been quite busy all the after
moon in getting her brothers and sisters ready, was
terribly, tired, and preferred remaining at home as
company-for her father, who had eprained his ankle s o ° o o °
the day previous, and was suffering from lameness

ned

Upon

ticed their conjoined efforts to change the topio
conversation.

I made no further, allueion to the eubjeot in ques-
tion at that time, but “said’ mentally to myeelf. all
is not’ rlght with the Strattons; Here is food for
mvestlgotlon, and hang me for no lawyer, if before |
‘many weeks [ don’t succeed in elmng this matter

thoroughlytothe bottom. o
o"e-o - -0 ©o o e

Fortune favored soonmer than I had entlolpeted

<

A new minister was- to be -installed as. pastor over

of In consequence thereof,

and speak with her,

and suid—’

the eingle church which our village then boasted. personally.”

“0f- couree the knowledge of such an affair created |
a gree.t sensation among the town’s people. Tn short,
‘Il Littieton was on the gui vive“to behold this young

end fortunate dleolple of Chriet.

" “The night for his ordination arrived, The inhabit-
nnte of Littleton turned out en masse, and, accom-
pemed by my mother, L. made one of the large orowd

i hat thronged the little vlllege churoh. Curxoelty to ,whioh made her look really handsome in my eyes at

: ', oe.toh\e. glimpse at the person of the young candi~
- date, was ovldently widely afloat among the young
..people.of the place; and, conspicuous in the front pew
“'of the broad nisle, sat Mrs. Stratton, with " her two
de,ughtere, Emma and Laurs, looking like o pair of
- Hebes, in all the -splendor of .thelr costly silks n.nd

jo.unty bonuets.

“Asl ren my aye heetlly over that verred congre:
getlon, I"turned to rhy mother, and nsked her if
“present, She replied in the
eﬂirmetlve. and direoted my,attention to a gide pow,
‘whiere & pleinly .dressed, and modest, dark-complex-
" 1oned girl was sitting with farmer Stratton and his

Xate Stratton” w

. threée boys, ’ v
. Con it:be poeelble,” I enld hell’ nudrbly. uthnt

dau htera 9 . r

all oompeny upon the part of Kato Btre,tton, is.

. mager of, ‘choloe, rather’ than necessity. | But hugh]
.- hore oomes the new minister 1" eaid my mother, as a
‘ i)ereeptlble flutter ran through the Sutire houee. "
.With ‘blow aud stately step’ the young, pastor |
wn.lkedxup the atsle, and from thenoe ascended fnto

;- the pulpte/
peotunt

i edmire onk ' upol
i mente knew tobe 80 vost

sage, to her elder sister.

out my hand—

& | dering cars,

the sense of henring. .

rior te the older itone, - Copd ;w' et e e g

Iread in the faces of the young ladies, a look of
heartfelt relief; but stranger a3 I was to Eate, I had
no idea of being daunted in my determination to sce

‘In & playful manner, whose meaning was far
deeper than my words betrayed; Lturned to Emma,

# You will - oblige me by preeentlng my comph-
ments to your sister, and informing her that I can
feceive mo excuse for her absence from our little’
party this evening, unless it comes from her lips

Here was .something for. which that artful trio
were wholly unprepnred‘ and so, after & few mo-
ment'e hesitation, Emma withdrew to deliver my mes.

Five minutes after, Kato entered the parlor alons,-
(for Emma, ashamed at the contrast in their dréss,
had lagged behind,) with a face suffused with blushes,

the.t moment, ‘even in her calico morning-dress, “Bhe™
would have npologmd. but was too much affected by
1hy presence to do 80 and, 1o order to relieve lier of
the temporary emburrosement under which she la-
bored, I advanced towo.rde her, and, without waiting
for an introduction, eeid, at the same time holding

« I ‘am happy, very happy, to mest 8 lady w}rom
I have long known by reputation, but whom, until
the present moment, I have never had, the' plensure
of bekolding. May I hope, Miss Stratton, that you
will favor my mother and self with your company
this evening 7 1 agked, still retaining the” hand
which my o‘o‘npnmon bad extended to meet that of
o |mine own, and looking enrneetly down into the
’mother oould find it in her beart to exclude her first- | depths of her hazel eyes.

, . born from the gidiety of herself and more beuutrful For a second Kate Btratton made no answer, while
Mrs. Btratton and her daughters, Emmo. and Laura,
“1am told, Willl, that she fs very f“ﬂﬂdlouﬂ and exchanged significant glances with’ one "another, as

rudleh in her tastes, and that this. isolation from | my etrnngely interested words fell upon thexr won-

l{netlly recqverlng herself; however, Kate et orico
replred in o tone whose unelfeoted eweetneep oharmed

T canbut elneerely thnnk hoth Mre. Stretwn and
het son for the groe.t kindneee whiok they have been
£ As h turtied i face full upbn the éx’ ‘pleaséd to bestow upon & stranger, and’ could almost
enice, 1t was with dlﬂleulty that I could | regret that duty prevente my uoeeptenoe of your ln-
" yepest this bxelamiitioh of 'surprise that started to vitatfon of this evening”

12, Bag; my.denr Miss Stratton,” I interposed, begin-

Kl

. “How strange he. telke to-night, mamma [”* whis.
pered Lnure, at her mother’e elbow.

“ Come, come, Miss Btratton, you must go along
wlth u this evening 3 I, for'one will not take no for
an nnewer,” I exelelmed pereexvlng Kate Stro.tton’e
heelteney ofmennero

ouely tewarde her‘mother and sisters,
I have it, he ehall go ‘too!” I orled; “and now,
Mrs. Btratton, if you and your twin Hebes, (alittle
ﬂettery eometllnee helpe the work along,) will just
step into my eurmge, whioh is at the door, I will ac-
eompeny you to Willey Meneron, preeont you to my
'mother, and then return for Miss Kate and her father,
in less than half an hour, if possible.”
N Without uttering o word. the threo lndies soated
themselves ln the' eouoh, ‘into which I eprnng. (nfter
cautioning Kate {0 be ready at the Hine of my re-
turn,) and we were soon driving towards my mother’s
reeidenoe, ate rnpxd rate. "

Three-quertere of an hour later, and I cntered the
densely eﬁed perlor, ‘with' Kate Stratton, simply
attired in 8"dress of plain hlnok silk, leaning grace-
fully, but timidly, upbn one arm, and her good heart-
ed; but lame, father on the other.

-All eyes were turned upon us a3 we appeared upon
the threshold aud' the burning blush which dyed
| the cheeks nnd temples of- Mra, Stratton and her
showily- dreeeed daughters; did not escape my obser-
vation.

. Just then my mother stepped forward with the
young minister, Mr. Walters, who had assumed the
ﬂioe of ehevelrer durrng my absence, and after theo
proper introductions; and mutual exchange of com-
| pliments had been mede, began to oongrutulnte me
upon the victory which I had achieved in. bringing

As soon a8 time and .opportunity would permlt
Ralph Walters seated himself beside Kate, who, anx-
ious to escape the angry glances of her mother, had
shrunk into & retired corner. Peroeiving the éager-
ness with which my young friend ehtered into con-
versation with one, who had been regarded as o kind
of wall flower among -the ‘villagers, I inoreased my
attentions towards the sisters, Emma and Laura, to

the envy and jealousy of nearly all the youths and
maidens present, The cold indifference with which
Kate Stratton was treated by’her relatives, ghen-
ever they chanced to pass near one another, through
out the entire evening, did not escape my keen scru-
tiny, although  the former had probabiy not the
slightest suspicion'that I knew aught of their family
troubles. '

Upon the breaking up of our little party, Mr. Wal-
ters proposed accompanying Kate home, for whom
he seemed to have formed quite a penchint, and
after seeing that Mr. and Mrs. Stratton were com-
fortably deposited in the family coach, I offered my
escort to the Misses Laura and Emma.

For some time after our guest bad retired, and the
entire dispersion of the large company who had been
-| present, my /mother and I remained below in the
parlor, busily engaged in earnest conversation.

« It is ae I expeoted,” said I, during our long talk
about Kate Stratton; * Emma and Laura are the
pets of their mother, whilo Kate, less handsome, but
I dare venture to eay, & hundred times more amiable
than her sisters, is kept drudging at home—the Cin-
derella of the family, in whose pleasures and joys
she should, by right, become an equal sharer.
Now, my dear mother,-i(: you wijll but listen to
the advice of your 80p, ou may yet become of as
essential service to poor Ka Stfatton, as was the
fairy good mother to the little maid of the glass
slipper.”

« How, and in what mauper, my chlld ? asgked
my mother, eagerly.

« By tekmg Kate Stratton into your family as &
companion.” ]

I will consider the subject well,” was my dear
mother’s reply, a8, imprinting a snored kiss upon
my brow, she bade me good night at the door of her
chamber.

Kate Stratton had been an inmate of our house-
hold for about the space of six months, when Ralph
Walters saddenly made his appearance in my office
one day, with a face so rife with anguish and despair
that it fairly startled me in- its perfect ghastliness,
and made me soatter here ani there the pile of law-
paper whioh I was perusing.

# What ails you, Ralph?” I cried, at'the same

wards him. But he made no wnswer to my que‘etron,
and only fixed his large blue ¥yes sorrowfully upon
me, with an expression of couhtenance that seemed
to say, * Thou art the cause of all my suffering.”

I could not bear the sight pf that accusing face,
nnd agnin I cried, » For the love of leaven speak,
‘man 1 Ibeseech youto téll me what has go disturbed
thy peace of heart, and ade thee more like a ghost
to look upon than a living man 9”

ly cut lips elowly parted, 08, with his ‘cold blue eyes
still keenly fixed upon my face, he said—

“ But my fathor §” she interrognted, glanoing ner-{’

the great satisfaction of their ambitious mamma, and |-

time springing up from my-yeat, and advancing to-|

The musclés of his pale face relaxed, and his thin-

s William,.you were my classmate, and are Btlll myl

l

ly up in his face, and foreed my lips to utter & base
lie, a8 1 replied—— ~© .~

. % Upon my word, Ralph, I do not" Imew thle man,
who stands between your love and Kate Strattfn.”

.Tears gushed from the eyes of the young .dlvl‘ne,
a8, pressing my hand gratefully, he Bajd— "
 Your last words have’ greatly relieved iny heart,
and'now; thank God! L. shall go forth from your
office & stronger and a better man,” :

I returned tho firm clasp of his hand, and the next
minute Ralph Walters had passed out of my sight.

Kteer thie, my recent conversation with my friend,
T sedulously avoided the sooiety of Knte Stratton, who
now occupied alinost o daughter's place in the affeo-
tions of my mother, Almost lmperceptlbly, love,
strong and enduring, had-crept into mJ heart, as day
after day revealed tho innor loveliness of Kate Btrat-
ton’s soul. My ottentions townrds her had been as
tender and delicate as the heart of a devoted brother
might offer to n sister whom he fondly adored—noth-
ing more ; yet thero was that in the young girl's man-
ner which told me in actions more eloquent than
words, that she, Kate Stratton, was not insensible to
the love which wy heart folt, yet my lips dared . not
utter, That my mother did not for o moment suspeot
my seoret, I was suro of, and &0 to prevent the rise
of any fresh snspixe I redoubled my ‘attentions to
Emma and Leura Stratton, and sought to drown my
own gorrow in their insipid and heedless sooiety.

I know not how it happened, but Ralph Walters
still continued o visitor at the residence of my moth-
er, and one lovely morning in the latter end of June,
my beloved paront came to me with teara of gelight
in her eyes, and told me that Ralph and Kate were
to be married in a week’s time.

And they were married ; and J was their grooms-

| man, while Laura Stratton in all the pride of her:

queenly beauty stood by my sideas her sister’s brides-
moid. There'was something statue like in Kate's
maunner, as she plnced her hand within that of Ralph
at the altar of the little village church, and the mar-
ringe vows fell strangely and mechanically from" her
lips, a3 she promised love, honor, and obedience to
tho noble youth who stood in the full tido of man-
ly happiness at her side.

The ceremony was at last over, and after reociving
the numerous congratulations of those who had onco
prophesied that Kate Btratton % was born for an eld
maid,” the newly wedded couple returned to the par-
sonage, which, was to be their gutu're home.  People
said that it was a good.match, and even whispered
around that Laura Stratton and I would soon be mar-
ried. Fatal mistake! the heart-wounds of my sensi
tlve nature were not to be so casily healed! . From
that day I began to lose all interest in persons, places
and things generally. 1 neglected my business af-
fairs, deserted my former acqunintances, and, refus-
ing all company, shut myself up in my chamber,
where'I remained for the most part of the time in & -
gloomy and abstracted state of mind. As a natural
consequence, my physical health began to suffer per-
ceptibly. Alarmed at the terrible changes which
three or four months had wrought upon my naturai~
ly robust constitution, my mother consulted an eml-
nent physicign in Boston, He ndvised o ehnnge of
scenc and climate, and early in October my mother
and I set out for Cuba, having rented the old’ xhon-
sion house to o fawily for the space of & year.

1t was full three years before I again directed my
steps towards the village of Littleton. The two years
which I'had spent upon the continent had greatly im-
proved miy bodily health, although my spirits had’
lost much of their buoyanoy and elasticity. My
mother had experienced many home yearnings dur-
ing our absence, and it was to oblige her, rather than
myself, that I proposed re-visiting Littleton again.
Time had apparently wrought but few changes in
our little village, and without stopping to gain any
information concerning its inhabitants, wo quickly
pursued our way towards the old parsonage. My
mother knocked at the door, and inquired of the ger-
vant whq answered tho -summons if Mrs. Walters
atill-resided there, and was at home. She replied in
the affirmative, and ushered us into a small but neat-
ly furnished parlor, whose surroundings looked new
and unnatural. Buta single moment had elapsed
before the parlor door swung open, and Kate Wal-
ters, olad in sable robes, rushed wildly into the room !

«Koate!” » William |” were the. words that simul-
taneously burst forth from the lips of both, aa in my
great joy I strained my long-loved one to my heart!
Ralph Walters had been dead a twelvemonth, and a
new minister had been chosen to fill his place. Since
his death Kate Walters had filled the office of sohool-
teacher in her flative villago.

Qur double sacrifice had not been in vain,’and she
whom all Littleton had dgelured “born for an old
maid,” is now blest and happy in the love of her hus-
‘band, your humble servant, while Laura and Emma
are still unmarried and loverless.

Writton for the Banuler of Light.

TO A FRIEND ON HIS BIRTEDAY, =
* . BY onrm.
¥ P4

Thy birthday, degrest brother! .
Trs the anniversary of that blessed morn
Which gave to earth one truo spirit more,
Though clad in mertel form?

frlend and, being suoh, you are entitled in some de-
gree to my confidence.”

“o ] trust so,” I replied, lrttle euepeotlng wliat wos
8o soon to follow. ‘ s

#To be-brief, then, I ellude, Wlllinm, to n-eubyeot
which closely offects 'y heart..'In short, 1 have
loved Kate Stratton ever since the first night of our
meeting. My frequent visits to your mother’s man-

“['clearly rovealed this fact to your éyés. During your
absenca .t an adjuining town last night, I again
-oalléd upon Miss Stratton, and, requesting a private
interview with her, knelt at her feet, and made offer-

oulmly bade mé rise, snylag, in rétdrn for the deoln-
ration which 1 had just made, ¢+ Mr. Walters, I ro-
epeot youas a friend, but cannot noeept your noble
oﬂ'er. for 1 love another'" o ¢

oold Blue eyes, yrhloh eeemed penetre.tlng my inner-

most souls
" 'With a quick n movement the youhg mlnleter pln.oed
his hand upon my shoulder, and, dre.wlng iy face

voloe— .-
W erllnm, tell me, do you know thle rival of mine,

'the man whom Kate Stratton loves’ f" nnd ‘the last

olose was my eompnnlon'e mouth to Iy enr.
. How could I tell the , bitter henrt—euttlng truth at

epere meo the ein, for tho next moment I loeked hold-

gion, long after I cossed to. be her guest, must hove|

ing of my heartand hand, “Po my astonishment, she| .

‘A slight’ tremor ran through my frame a8 the|
worde o I love another " fell upon my ear. I turned|
my head away, o avold the keen' glances of those|

onca more towerde his own. ee,ld, ln u‘low u.nd hueky 5

word seemed 08 if hissed iumy oar by a serpént, 80|

E
-

™ Would THAToh e BIbArs of My sonl T
There burned tho fires which poets kindle!
Then would 1 weave for theo a song,
_Deop, eloquent and forvid, 1t should
- Btir thy vory soul, as though an angel's hand
Had swept the harp-strings of o spirit lyre,
“Until theregushed forth niusic,
Buch as might hold epeli-bound tho eternal seraph,
" Noble and true of heart
" Wort thou, my_friend! Thou hast boen
Tho sharer of i iy sympnthies; the ono
" “Who prompted mo to good; the hand -
That shed dew on my trooping spirits,
. Bay, shall I forget theg, friend of ny carliest years,
When time, with remorscless touch,
Doth placo his signet on thy brow ?
Or when thy manly step dotli full,
And that proud, noble form movos wearily,

.. As one who soeke reposc? Nay, not go; not so!
Affections pure and undclllod know no change!
T i only passion‘'s flame, which, like the taper's glow,
Burns brightly for a passing motment, thon ¢
Flickers, l‘ndee, and dies.

: "Thy birthday, dearost brother!
Heaven's cholcest blessings on-this Joyous hour!
Nor 1 alono, & simple unprotendlng mad,

" Whom thy lovo hath blcsied, shall breathe .

This heart-warm, earnest wish; but they, ' .

_ The widow and tho orphan, who in their afliction
Turned to thee, aud ever found p ready sympathizer,

. Thoy shall repoat thy name, coupled with a blesslig,
Thy birthday! oh, muy mony a bright one ’

) Greot theo yot with a joyous morn, ere thou
8halt hear the angel's summon to thnt land -
“Whero timo {8 net, nor Death oomeo w ennwh .
: Our idols from us, : ’ o

.

Never seok to be. lntrueted wlth your friend’s.
eeoret, for, no mptwr how, fnlthfully you_may keop.

it, yon will be liable fn & theuennd contingenolee to
the euspfelen of hevlng betreyed lt. Lo -

1 '

THE PHILOSOPHY OF PSYCHOLOGY..

BY A. 3,'DAVIS,

Tt is good to know that the peycometrlonl atate, (or -

the soul-measuring conditton,) and the superior con- -
ditlon, (or the apiritusl state,) are to all men attain- -
able. It isaleo good to know that interior eight is
no gift which can be lost—is nothing merely bestowed
upon the soul—but it i a spontaneous result, or man-
ifestation of the harmonious.mind ; it is an inevitable
development of thesoul’s indestructible and unchange-
able energics ; but the development of thesesublime
powers, this side of the spirit-land, depen%upon the
favorableness of tho hercditary prodisposition of the -
individual——upon his habits, his social situation, edu-
oatlon, moral state, and upon the etrcn_gth and pu-
rity of his soul’s aspiratjon.
1f spiritual perceptions wero given to, or beetowed
upon, any individual, or class of individuals, (in &
manner identical with the presentation of a jewel by
one friend to another;) or, if the Divine Mind should
entrust them to the exolusive protection and use of
any particular favorite, thereby making that individ-
ual his agent or attorney, then it would be reason-
able to conclude that, should that individual, thus
honored and blessed, not use his gift as it was“origi-
nally}designed to be used, that he would conseguently
lose it entirely. Although these powers can not bo
lost, they can, novertheless, bo much wenkened, and
rendered comparatively worthless, by a misuse or
pervereR’(of their proper functions. And the same
may be sdid of every sense or faculty whiol belonge
to man’s material or epmtunl constitution.
It.is very wrong to beliove that the Deity bestows
special blessings and atteutions ; that he, by an ar-
bitrary exerciso of his voluntary powers, gives, to
certain individuals, intellestual or moral attributes,
which attributes he can afterward take away,

The constitution and perfection of the Divine Mind
render it absolutely impossible that he should be a

to believe that every individual is constitutionally
and eternally endowed with certain moral orintellect-
ual attributes; the manifestation of such attributes
depends wholly upon the favorablencss or propitious.
ness of those circumstances and condltlone, which
have enumerated.

Inasmuch s the psycho-metrical and spiritual
states are to all minds attainable, it is proper to in-
quire how individuals shall proceed to attain them.
It is proper to ask—What diets, what habits, what
occupations, what activities, aro essential or favor-
able to spiritual elevation and illumination ?

If pareats desire their children to occupy a higher
moral and intellectual position than they themselves
do, they must must not themselves violate uny phy-
siological o psychological law, nor go countér to tho
pure admonitions of intuition. Hereditary predispo-
sition is the fuundntiéu upon which to base the for-
mation of your child's character. Of course, every
human soul has an intrinsic predisposition to good-
ness, to harmony, and to spiritual illumination,
which is communioated to it by the Father of all

spirits; but it is essential that the legitimate ten-

dencies and developments of this intrinsic predispo-
sition be not in the least retarded by the transgres-
sions of parents or progenitors, Insteadof these ten-
dencies being obstructed, everything should be done
by the parents wlfich is calculated to augment their
full and pérfect manifestation,

Tho world has seen examples of what hereditary
predisposition can do, especially when that predispo-
sition i3 favored and strengthened by propef diots,
moderate activities, and careful dieonphne, Extraor.
dinary warriors, pocts, phlloeophere, and mathema-
ticians, have been made by progenitory impression ;
and even 8o, it i8 possible to present to the world a
variety of spiritually elevated and endowed individ-
uals, who shall be, in morals and philosophy, what
Napoleon was in the battle-field, and what young
Safford is in the sphere of mathematios.

In order to augment the development of the spirit-
unl perceptions, the individual (or the youth) should
never be actuated by any extreme or impulsive sen-
sations. Ilis habits should be consistent with har-
mony. He should never walk, nor play, nor exercise
the body or mind violently and inconsiderately ; for
extremes always disturb and retard the soul’s tran-
quility and devclopment. It is very important that
the body be exercised in all its ‘parts; no set of
muscles should be allowed to remain unemployed ;
because the individual must attain to the * fullness
of the stature of the perfect man,” before any very
valuable results can be permanently and satisfacto-
rily obtained. It is aleo necessary to spiritual ad-
vancement that the moral Btate is good.

What is meant by good in this connection is, that
the mind entertains a strong and unchanging friend-
ship and veneration for Truth, Justice, and Deity.

And quictness of mind is also essential to interior
light. Nothing will so injure and deform the soul's
internal powers, a8 an uneasy, dissatisfied, impatient,
combutlve. révengeful, and a non—cenformmg slate

“|of mind, particularly when the individual is con-

soious, or desires to become conscious, of his relation-
ship to the material and spiritunl universe. The
spirit mustgesive a revelation of Truth, Justice and

earth ; nor limited by the solar system to which our

| earth belonga; but tho soul must secek. to egpand

throughout the width and breadth of the immenyur-
able univercelum,

/In o word, strict-adherence to- rules of physical
and mental discipline will always refine tho feelings,

{and clevato the mind.  And if we will but turn feom
the externnl world of effects to oursclves and the in-

ternal world of onuscs, our kiowledge of spiritual
traths will-bo muoh higher and greater, “Wisdom,

"I the angel of the mirfd, which leads unto all truth,

gently whispers—* Seck, and yo shall find—knock,
oand it shall be opericd'unto thee.”

NewspapEns.—~Of all the amusements that oan
possibly bo imagined for o hard-working man, after
n dny’s toll, or in its intervals, there is nothing like
reading an entertaining newspaper. It relioves his
home of its dullness or sameness, which in nine cases
out of ten, {8 what drives him to the ale house, to
his own ruin, and his family’s. It transports him
into o gayer and livelier, and more diversified and
{nteresting scene ; and while bo enjoys hlmbelf there.
he may forget the evils of the present moment fully

-| &8 muoki a8 if he was over go drunk; with the great
| ndvantage of finding himself the next day with the

money §n' bis pocket, or &t least, laid out in-real ne-

". | cessirics and comforts for himself and family, with- ~
‘Joat & -headache. ~*Nny, it nccompanies him in his-

next day's work, and i tho papér he has been read-
ing bo nnything above the very idlest and lighteet,
gives him something to think of beeldee the me-

chenfcal drudgery of his every day oeenpntlon._

; lomething ha can enjoy while stment,

« rogpecter of persons;” and hence it is only proper &

Deity,—Its - nspirations..ghould.not be..confined - to - -

/

-

@



. ympathy for human welfare. and human -bappiess,-

o

- people from & rostrum which another religious de.
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THE BEAUTY OF BIGOTRY.

We are all of us familiar enough 'with the hateful.,

ness of bigotry as it illustratestself in the religious
arvangements of the day,and maiy and many a new
case of it comes up to excite alternately our profound
wonder and our specchless indignation. - We have
been refreshed with the appearance of a recent in-
stance of this most unattrative quality, exhibited in
~ respect to the lecture delivered, not many weeks ago,
by Henry Ward Beecher, before the « Fraternity As-
sociation *’ of Theodore Parker’s church,

Mr. Beecher was employed to deliver one of “the
Jectures of the course that was laid out by this Fra-
ternity Committee. He came on from New York and
delivered it. His topic was “ The Burdens of Socie-
ty;” and it was treated, we need not add, with all
the breadth and cloquence, spirit and energy, for
which be has become so famous as an orator.

The New York Examiner, however, an organ of
the Baptist denomination, has seen fit to call him to
gecount for the unprecedented liberty taken by him
iit lecturing at the invitation of an  infidel ” organi.

+ zation ; and we give -the subjoined extract from its
highly illiberal and unchristian article, to show the
reader the quality of that bigotry which is so detes-
table in the eyes of all but its possessors. Says the
Examiner :—

o Tue * FRATERNITY ’ AND MR, Beecuer.—In the
congregation ministered to by Theodore Parker at
the Music Hall in Bosten, known as the # Twenty-
eighth Congregational Society,’ there is a literary
association styled the *Fraternity.’ Said ¢Frater-
pity * has got up a series of *Fraternity Lectures,’
an avowed object of which, if a newspaper announce.
ment may be credited, was to give to the *ideas’ of
Mr. Parker a freer scope than the Lyceum platform

- allows: But whether that was the purpose or not, it
is manifest that the effect would be, so far as any
impression was made on the publie, to give increased
popularity to the man and his *church.” If the lec.
tures prove, as has been claimed, *the most sucoessful
course of the senson,’ they will refiect a certain lustre
upon the ‘ Twenty-eighth Congregational Society,’ and
upon the man whose infidelity is its pervading spirit.
Such an effeot, we should suppose, would be depre-
cated—-at least would not be even constructively
aided—by a sincere friend of evangelical religion.
But the pastor of the Plymouth Church in Brooklyn
has appeared upon Mr, Parker’s platform, to lend to
it his popularity. Mr. Beecher has asserted his right
to do in all things what is right in his own eyes, and
we are not disposed, even if we were able, to abridge
his liberty, But it is'utterly inco . prehensible by us,
how he reconciles with his love for the Gospel such open
aid and comfort to-its bitterest enemies. To appear
with'Mr. Parker, contemporaneously or successively,
upon a platform which represents neither him nor
his ¢idens,” is one thing; to assist in giving eclat to
an infidel enterprise is a very different thing—and
that is what every Fraternity lecturer, aud every
purchaser of a Fraternity ticket has done.”

To this indecent assault, Mr. Beecher has made
answer in two consecutive numbers of the New York
Independent ; the first article he devoted to a manly
exposition of his Faith, and the second to an exposi-
tion of his Practice. For diréotness of reply, for.the
noble and Christian spirit that breathes through the

whole article, for manly force and exaltation, and for”
« overwhelming energy and impetuousness, this an™]

swer i8 a memorable example. Mr, Beecher has done
for himeelf, not less than for all true and trusting
souls that knd¥ not how to wield the huge battld-nxe
of controversy like himself, a noble service. He has
held up this canting bigotry to the merited scorn
and detestation of all living men and women. In
his hands, the poor, poverty.stricken spirits that at-
tempt to assail him in a vulnerable part, become the

most pitiful of all walking creatures. If ever strait. .

laced religion, that .pulses with no vital, bounding

wag rebuked and put to open shame, it has been by
_these recent bold and outspoken replies of Henry
Ward Beechér. While wo in no sense subscribe to,

~or sympathize with that rigid, iron-handed « Ortho- -
doxy " which, it is but too apparent, yearly relaxes

its gripe on his own soul, wo nevertheless put in our
expressions of thanks and delight to find that even
within §t8 own ranks a man is to be found, who both
.dares and has the soul to come out and openly put
his heel upon one of its most hateful practiocs,
It is 'a pretty spectacle, indeed, in this ‘boasted
day of light'and life, that a preacher of one religious
-denomination may not be permitted to speak to the
nomination happens to have furnished! And yot
this is-called & Christian age,~an age of toleration,—

then, when we eay, that, though we would earnestly
desire men to belleve aright in religion, yet, if they
will not, then we hope that their life will bé better
1 than their creed: And, if we see men of a heretical
turn of mind practicing Gospel.virtues and charities,
we shaoll certuinly encourage and help them, For
men do not derive the right to do good from the
Thipty-nine Articles; nor need they go to the West-
minster Confession for liberty to recover the intem.
perate, sct free the bond, feeit the hungry, clothe;the
nakedheducate the ignorant, and give gleigh-rides to
beggars’ children that never before laughed and oud-
dled in a buffale-robe! It seewms to us.a great deal
better business for a Christian man to encourage
men in- well-doing, than to punish them for wrong
thinking.” . :
o Q (] o o o Qo o .
«If anybody does right, he ought to be applauded.
If Mr, Parker does well, he deserves the credit for
well-doing. If the young men of his charge do well,
they deserve all the * lustre ’ of it. Or shall we take
ground that no man who is ‘not of soupd orthodox
faith i3 to have any ¢lustre’ for practical virtue?
Must nobody be counted ethically right until -heis
theologically ‘sound?  8uch a doctrine would be
monstrous! Every just and generous man in the
community ought to rejoice in the good conduot of
every man, without regard to his speculative views
or theological affinities.
« If a man institutes a temperance movement, must
I refuse to help him because, being o Universalist
[V minister, his zeal and fidi§ity in that cause would

* } ¢ reflect a lustre’ upon him®nd his sect? If a man

would establish and endow an hospital, must I re-
fuse to co-work with him because, being a Unitarian,
its success Wwould reflect & certain lustre upon that
faith ?”

But the Examiner, like a good many other timid
Jand surface-considering persons, are specially con.
cerned to know what effect such an’ independent
course as this of Mr. Beecher is going to produce, It
cares a great dea| more for the appearance than the
reality. It is anxious, like all others who are con-
scious of the hollowness of their faith, or position, to
understand what people will say! And this, of all
things, is the ourse of all manhood and the blight
of all religion.

To this suggestion as to what will be said of his
conduct, Mr. Beecher replies :— '

« But, it will be asked, will the public understand
your position, and, however you may design it, will
not the impression go abroad; either that you sym-
pathize with infidel views, or are indifferent to
them ? No. The public are just the ones who will
not-misunderstand. There is formed and forming
a moral judgment in the intelligent parts of the
community, that popular Christianity needs more
love in it. Men at large will be a great deal more
apt to say that [ have done a more exemplary Chris-
tinn act, in darving to avow an ethical sympathy with
Theodore Purker, between whom and myself there
exists an irreconcilable theological differeuce, than
if [ had bombarded him for a whole year, aud retused
to touch his hand !”
On the subject of .Love, as the great corrector of
all carthly evils and the active central principle of
life, he adds:—
#The disposition to find some common ground of
kindness and benevolence work, with those from whom
we are known to differ, will be a real preaching of the
Gospel to tens of thousands who are unmoved by
dogmas or doctrines. It is Love that the world
wants, When Love goes abroad in the full worth’
of its nature, and endures, and suffers, without re-
ward, except the sweetness of suffering borne for
another, then men begin to see what is the heart
and spirit of Christ, and to have some motions to-
wards faith in bim ! :
o [+ ] o 1] o o ]
«] have long ago been convinced that it was bet.
ter to love men than to hate them; that one would
be more likely to convince them of wroug belief by
showing a cordial sympathy for their-welfare, than
by nipping and pinching them with logic. And al-
though I do not disdnin, but honor, philosopby ap-
plied to religion, I think that the world just now needs
the Christian heartmore than anything else. And,even if
the only and greatest question were the propagation of
right theology, I am confident that right speculative
views will grow up faster and firmer in the summer
of true’ Christian loving, than in the rigorous winter
of solid, congealed orthodoxy, or the blustering
March of controversy.”

This is noble and worthy of highest commendation.
It is ﬁlledzwith the ‘right spirit, because the true
Christian spirit. It will produce such an effect on
the minds-of men, that bigots and canting pharisees
will find themselves scouted by all to whom they
presume to offer their smivelling complaints; not,
perhaps, scouted themselves, but in their doctrines
and practices and customs.

The concluding paragraph of “Mr, Beecher’s reply
is #o0 tender and full of love, especially by contrast:
with the article already ‘quoted from his assailant,
that we shall leave the subject where it is, with the

heart. He says :— .

4 While we write, word comes that Mr. Parker
broken down by over-labor, seeka rest and restora-
 tion in & warmer clime. 8hould these lines reach his
eye, let him know that one heart at least remembers
his fidelity to man, in great public exigencies when
so many swerved, of whom we had a right to expeot
hetter things. God shield him from the ocean, the
storm, the pestilence; and heal him of lurking dis-
ease, Aud there shall be one Christian who will
daily speak his name to the heart of God in earn:
est prayer, that with health of body he may receive
upon his soul the greatest gify of God—faith in Jesus
Christ as the Divine Saviour of the world,”

AT THE EVENING FIRE,
In the city we have neither: fire.sticks_.nor.bnck-
logs ; those old-fashioned and substantial delights
belong to the country alone, We sit to-night at our
grate of blue burning coal, and think of those who
are sitting at their blazing wood-fires on the broad
and cheerful hearth~-themselves, perhaps, even at
this silent hour, thinking in turn of us. o
" It is sweet to reflect that, though we know it not,
far separated friends may bo engaged in simalta-
negus thought, each of the other, and their souls

. mupion at the same moment. You are at your work
in the city still. The night has-come down upon the
world, dark and cold. You have withdrawn yourself
to the comfort of your solitary room, and-there, per-
haps vainly tryiag to read or to write, are obliged to.
give all else up; and -sit down in silence, and dream
of one who is far away. What feelings, at such a

fears, such dneam, nay, such love, that you dre fain
to turn about in your chair to see if it be she indeed
that has come in, "And you beoome sad to find that
you are alone by your ccal fire, when your heart is
at that blazing ‘and glowing hiokory fire on the
country hearth, O, if you could sit at this moment
beside her iittlé low ohair, and hold her hand in your
own, and without a word even {ell her that you loved
her still, and why you loved her, and . Aow muck you
loved her—what a solace would it mot be for all the
trials and pei-blexitiee of the day-just spent, and
how the spirit would ‘revive again from the depres-
sion and temporary sadness into which it had
fallen! . S

You seo her still—that sweet face, so full of
heavenly expression—and that expression all love,
The hour—the atillness—-the fitful blazé of your fire
—the very atmosphere in which yon sit—the memo
ries—the hopes—alas, what work they make with
the sensitive heart, and how strangely they thrill
the chords 8{ fooling! , Only at sygh times do we
scem really to know what it is to lovd”

MESSAGES VERIFIED,

Messns, Epitors—In your lssue of this week, I
notice & communloation which purports to come
fromi John Page.’ I.saw his first communieation,
which appeared .in‘your paper some months since,
when he gave an ‘account of the manner in which
ho met his death, at Danvers, eleven years ago.
His account corresponded with the facts of - the case,
i. e, being shot by the watchman of the village bank,
North Danvers. Mis last communication was char
acteristic, and seemed just like him.  But I should
like to inquire, Messrs, Editors, as an investigator,
if the spirits come and communicate through the
medium, without being called for, either by their
friends, or some ons who has been acquainted with
them during their earth-life, I should like to satisfy
myself that there is no mind influence in this case, -

There was another communication (which ap-
peared in your paper about the time of John Page's
first message) from Mary Byrant, who said she was
murdered by being thrown into a soap-boiler, by a
man who lives in Lawrence. When reading that
message, [ was struck with wonder, - Knowing thera
was & Mary Bryant who lived in Sglem, and who
mysteriously dissappeared from - that place, and sus-
picion was rife thet. she was boiled up with soap, as
& means to déstroy all traces of her murder. I
might give you some of the reasons which suspicion
was grounded gn; but as her suspeoted murderer
is still alive, perhaps it would be &s well to remain
silent.

I have one more message, from- one whom we all
knew in this town, which, I would inform you, bears
thg characteristio of the one whom it assumes to be,
viz,, Oliver Bacon. He was respected by .all -who
knew him, He was a man of property, and with a
big heart, as many would testify who have been re-
lieved of pain and suffering by his strong healing
powers, without money and without price.

* I have sent you these few lines-at the suggestion
of the standing invitation at the head of your » Mes-
senger - Department.” Perhaps; some one else has
sent you better information concerning the same
persons; if 8o, I am glad [ have tried to make my

.note as plain a8 possible, although it is quite an

effort for me to write. Truly yours,

. INvEsTIGATOR,
Wosury, Mass,, Dec. 18, 1858,
No spirit is ever called upon at our circle to give
a communications and'lt is distinctly understood by
viditors, that. no ,communications are ever given to
them, hence they'do not call for them. It js an ex-
ception, when a person in the cirole, on hearing the
name given by the spirit, recognizes him.
We have known persons to come with the intent
and expectation of communicating with their friends,
but in only two instances in nearly as many years,
and'in at least two thousand communications, has
any been made to them at the time,
We prefer to give up ghe management of our cir
cles wholly and entirely to the spirit-world, asking
for nothing, but receiving just what is given us.
We are satisfied we obtain more reliable matter by
8o doing. It scems to be a rule with them, that no
spirit shall commupicate to his friends who are
present ; they do 8o at subsequent ‘times when they
are absent, we are told. .
. Thus the theory of mind-reading will not apply to
the manifestions published by us, of which our

addition of the closing expressions of his Christian¥¥riend can satisfy himself, if he has leisure to at-*

tend our sittings, which are free to all. The parties
he mentions, were unknown to us; when o spirit
communes whom we kunow, we always make it'
known. : o ‘
"We wish every reader would fallow your example,
and write us of the truth or falsity of the messages.
We can always afford to publish the truth, even
though that should prove a messagh false sometimes, -
The fact that we are not attacked 'on accgunt of the
great number of message and facts stated_ in them,
is good presumptive proof of their truth, whilo many
are verified by letter, ' o
The message from Elizabeth Spinney, published ir;
the Banner of Deo. 4th, we have ascertained fron;k,n‘,,
‘relinb)e Bource, is truthfal in every particular.

s

_ OUR REPORTS. - ..

.We have found it necessary to report Mr. Beeche
more fully. Weconnot do him justice, we are sat
isfied, in abstract reports. : o '

- The sermon we print this week is reported verbo
tim, by an expert phonographist.. - We shall continu §
the same, so long 'sg we find it Interesting to ouw
readers, and productive of a liberal Christianenti)
ment, ' B v

_At the enrnest solicitation of friends, we shal:
oonimence the publioation of -verbatim reports of E.
H. Chapin’s sermons, in our next issue, by the samyj.
reporter. ; . .
"+ We trust this will do something towards filling th
wvoid occasioned by the illness of Theodore Parker.

8

| cated from the Congregational church at Lee, Sab-

.| stadt or Cherbourg.

@ Busi

#a~ We publish ‘on our first page this week,.a
poem, found among the unpublished papera of:the.
late Willlam' Henry Herbert, neatly enclosed in-a
wrapper, on which was written, in his own hand-
writing, # Compiled by the author, immediately pre-
vious to his death.” - It was'obtajned for us by our
New York Editor, from a friénd in whose hands Mr.|
H. placed it, and other documents, Just previous to
his suicide. ) —

i ﬂ- It is with particular satisfaption that we are
sble to announce that Miss Lizzie Doten, oft Ply-
mouth, will apeak at the Melodeon next Sunday.
Ser Frez—Seven Spiritualists were excommuni-

bath before last —wupiritual Age. ,

That church may as well. make themselves busy
about digging & deep grave; for the, act of excom-
munication was the first note of its death-knell.

" It is.often said that mo woman can keep a seoret.
We kiow of one who ‘says she can; but we are
almost afraid try-the experiment, for fear she would
break her promise. o '
CoxeLiveNTARY.—A Ball will be given by the
Boston Brass Band, complimentary to M. D, C, Hall,
leader, on Monday everfing, 8lst-inst, at Union
Hall. Halls'full band, (fifteen performers) will pro-
vide the musio. The tickets are one dollar, admit-
ting.a gentleman and ladies, and may be obtained
at the usual places, o
The Post says the sbery about thé dog that.refused
to leave his master’s tomb, in King’s Chapel bury.
ing ground, is a grave joke. .

Georgia, has been removed by the President, on the
grounds of not exercising sufficient vigilance in
gard to the yacht Wanderer case. - - :

Havana papers of the 19th inst., contain a state-
ment to the effect that Gen. Reneau had offered Gen.
Concha $15,000,000 to declare Cuba independent. .

In executive session of the U. 8. Senate on Satur.
day, an exciting discussion arose between Mesars,
Douglas and Fitch. The latter twice charged the
former with uttering untruths, It was feared a
duel would follow ; but the difficulty has been refer-
red to friends, and a correspondence opened.

In the U, 8. House of Representatives, on Satur.
day last, & resolution was adopted, calling on the
President for information concerning the importa-
tion of slaves into Georgia and elsewhere.

Accounts from Montevideo, of Nov. 30th;state that
a portion of the United States squadron for Paraguay
had reached that port, and were awaiting reinforce.
ments, ‘The vessels were expected to leave in the
course of o few weeks, :

Tre RevorurioN 1y Havri—A correspondent of
the New York Herald says neither insurgents nor
imperialists know whom to trust or confide in, and
all is confusion and doubt. Should the army remain
firm—whioh, however, is questionable—Fdustin may
be re-established on his throne more seourely than
ever; then woe to the revolutionists. ’

ForeioN.—The steamship Europa, from Liverpool,
Jan. 8th, arrived at New York on the 22d inst. There
is nothing important from Great Britain; but the
news from other quarters is éxceedingly interesting, ]

The disquietude caused by Napoleou’s menace to
the Austrian Minister, continued, The panio ¢on-
tinued od the Paris Bourse, the decline at one Hme
being 2 1.2 per ceut. since New Year's, On the Tth,
the Moniteur published the following paragraph :—
« For several days the public opinion has been agi-
tated by alarming reporis, which it is the duty of
government to put a stop to, by declaring that nothing
in diplomatic relations authorizes the fears which
those reports tend to provoke.” This caused & slight
improvement in the funds in Paris and London, but
was only temporary, and all improvement was subse-:
quently lost. ' .

It is reported that France bas sent a very threat.
cning note to Austria, warning her of the conse-
quence of Austrian troops crossing the Servian fron:
tier. .

- Accounts from Italy continue very alarming, -
-Austria is sending strong reinforoements to Lom
bardy, where the garrisons are on & war footing,
An outbreak was anticipated at Milan. It was
rumored, but not donfirmed, that the city was'in a
state of siege, :

Great agitation likewise existed at Cremons, Mo-
deng, and elsewhere. '

Austrian and Hungarian soldiers at Cremonn.,

Further details of the debate in the Spanish Cham-
bers on Buchanan’s message, show that 0’Donnell
expressed great surprise at the proposition in regard
to Cuba, and deolared the Government. disposed to.
demand due satisfaction for such an insult, He de-
clared emphatically that Spain would never cede any
of her territory, - : :

The object of the conspiracy at Cracow was to re-
cover the independence of the Repablie.

The London Times says that an American inven-
tion had been taken to England, with a .view to its
heing disposed of to the Dritish or any other Euro-
pean government, and which, if it does” one-half of
what the patentee guarantces can be done with it,
will make such a change ig _the mode of carrying on
& naval war, as will put stkmers out of the question,
and render of no avail the tremendous forts of Cron-

..The .invention. is .&-submarine- boat, for working
under water without air tubes, or any other commu_
nication with the surface of the water, and capable
of carrying men, and a large quantity of explosives.
The American and French' governments are said to
have declined to have anything to do with the in-
vention, while the British Admiralty was giving it
full and prompt attention. ‘ <
Acoording to official despatches, there ave one hun-
dred thousand arm d men determined to oppose
Turkish rule in Servia. Somewhat -urgent requests
had reached Constantinople for reinforcements. The
Porte has augmented the Ottoman forces in Candia
by 6000 men. The agitntion amongst the Christian
population {8 increasing throughout the Turkish
empire.* - . :

: ' PRO:ELYTISM.
The statément has gained oredit to considerable

extent, that tho Jewish people in the Weat, are be-
coming deeply interested in Christianity, and join:

It is said 'that Mr, Stewart, U, 8. marshal for}

A seuffle is reported to have taken' place between |

" 'BOSTON THEATRE, ' '
_ The immense résoutees of this theatre, ‘are amply -
shown in the splendid manner in which: “ The Cata.
ract of ‘the Ganges ” is put upon’ the ‘atage, "It iy,
without exception, the most sublime  piece of-scento
representation, ever seen in Boaton. And the publiy
think’ so too, for the immense building has been
crowded every night sinoe its- first-fepresontation,
Our country veaders will do well to give the Boston

serves great oredit for the part he performs. In the
lagt “sceno ‘of‘the first aot, when his whole troups
and stud 'appear, is & mést beautiful tableau, The
fearful asceht of the stepsof the cataract, to a hight
of nearly fifty feet, by the little blaok horse and ity
rider is, taken as a soene, worth the price of admis.
slon. CoomTy E

.. .ATLANTIO MONTHLY, .
The February number of this best of American
magaziyes is before the public. ¢ Bulls and Bears”
is continued, and grows more - and more_interesting
as it reaches the “beginning of the end.”” Mrg,
Stowe’s new novel, + The Minister’s Wooing,” s con.
tinued, and has some capital hits at the dying mon.
ster. of old churchisms. * The Professor at the
Breakfast Table V. is remarkably sparkling, and no.

‘body who Joves genuine wit, and good sense, can

‘afford to miss his tabletalk,  Ought Womeu to -
learn the Alphabet,” “In a Cellar,”” “The Philter,”
u The New Life of Dante,” are capital articles, « Ham.
let at the Boston,” a poem by Mrs, Howe, is receiving
much commendation. S
.Our readers will find this magazine suifed to their
tastes, and we advise them to buy it, or subscribe.

INSANITY IN, MAINE,

The Superintendent’s report of the state of the.
Maine Insane Hospital, has been sentus. It con-
tains a very flattering account bf, the general condi.
tion of the institution. o ST

One hundred and twenty-six patients were ad-
mitted during .the last year. The assigned causes
of thelr insanity were—ill health, 28 religious ez-
citement, 11; Spiritualism, 8; domestio troubles, 11
intemperance, 8; over exertion, 7 ; injuries to the
heaﬁ, 6; masturbation, 6; puerperm, 4; disappointed
affection, 8} fright, 2; business, 2; defective educa-
tion, 2; epilepsy, 2; loss of friends, poisoning and
paralysis, 1 each. - :

Comment on the above statistios is unnecessary,
as they tell their own story.

PAINE'S BIRTHDAY. '

The anniveraary of the birth of Thomas Paine is
to be celebrated in Boston, at Union Hall, on Friday
evening, Jan, 28th, being the one hundred and twen.
ty-eighth anniversary The exercises will consist
of speeokes, songs, toasts, a ball, and supper. Dane-
ing will commence &t half past seven o’olock. Musio
by Savage’s Quadrille Band. -Tickets one dollar.

. We do not know of & man whose memory is more
entitled to respect, than much-abused Thomas Paine,
Nor do we know one whose memory is more oalcu-
lated to awaken noble aspirations of freedom. Two-
thirds of the .people of America are beginning to
catch-the same spirit of # Common Sense,” which
animated him, and are trying to do their own think.
ing, -instead of employing people to lead them, by
the very life-strings, to the slavery of bigotry.

N. FRANK WHITE, '
This gentleman last Sunday, gave his third and
fourth leoture in Boston, to large houses. Ho goes”
West immediately, to fill engagements made some

bim again for the present. "He won laurels here in

friends who desire his services will address him at
Troy, N. Y. o

MISS MUNSON IN.PHILADELPHIA,
Miss Munson is still in Philadelphia, where she

has a very extensive and succeseful medical practice,
8he has been highly recommended in publio by s

| distinguished physician of that city, who stated

that she haa'thrown more light upon his own easo
than he had derived from other sources,and there-
fore advised his friends to consult her, Her office is
at N&. 716 Samson street.

. MOVEMENTS.0OF MEDIUMS

" Miss Emma Hardinge will lecture at Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan.
30th, for the beneflt of the poor. During the month of Feb- -

month Miss Hardlnge s fully engaged.) . In.March, at Phila-
delphia; in April, at New York. For the weck day evenings
of these_mouths she willirecelvo applicatibns to lecture, _1n
May, at Providence, R. I'; Worcester, Mass,; Nashua, NoH.;
and- other plices week-day ovenings where her services may
be needod. In June, at Portlund, Me, and Oswego, N. Y.
Next fall and winter Miss HardInge deslgns to lJabor exclue
aively fn the West, and SBouth as fur ns New Orleans, and
requests applications for these distriets to be addrassed, dur-
fng the spring and summer, at her residence, 194 Grand street,
New York. : S )
Prof. J. L. D. Otis will speak at Waltham, Mass,, Jan, 80th;
Abington, ‘Mass., Feb. 6th; Leominster Mass., Feb. 13th;
Natick, Mass, Feb, 20th; Dover, N. H. Feb. 2Tth. ,He will
answer calls to speak at other pluces during the week.
His addresses aro mainly in the trance state, and upon the
subject of Education, He will act as agent for the Banxxs,
aud receive subscriptions either for this ﬂ:per. or for the
New Enginnd Unfon Unlversity. Address, Lowell, Mass,

Mrs, Fannie Burbank Felton will Jecsure in Lamartine Hall,

the four Sundaya of February. Address, unii} Jau, 28th, Wil
Inrd Barnes Felton, Nurwich, Gt.; from Jan. 28th to Feb, 4th,
No. 14 Lamartine Place, 20ch street, New Yourk,

John I Currler, of Lawrence, will speak as follows: Feb.
oth, at Warwick: Feb. 10th, at North Orango; Heb. llth, at
North Dana; Feb, 12th, at Orange: Fob. 13th, at Ervings
Fab, 14th and 1th, at Northfield; Feb. I6th, at Montague,

Warren Chaeo will lecture, San, 30th, in*New York; Feb.
6th and 13th, in Philadelphin; Heb, 20th and 37th, in Baltl«
more; March and April in Ohio; May, in Michigan, Ad-
drees, No, 14 Bromfield street, Boston, L,

Miss M. Munson will speak in Baltimore, Md,, on the two,
first, and {n Philadelphia on the twolast Sundays in Februarye
She wili make engngements to lecture at places on the route
from Philadelphin to Chicago at any tme previous to the first
ofhmlnr&h {I)elln Address her ot Philadejphin, care‘of H. F.
Chiid, M. D. | . . . :

Anna M. Henderson will lecturo in Providence, R.I., Sun-

town, Conn, ) . et .
- Mps. M, IL Tuttle, tranco s eakhll? medium, will leoture li,
Putnam, Ct., In Quinchaug Hall, ol Bunday, Jan., 80th inst.,
morning and afiernoon atthe usual hour of religious service..

Mrs. M. 8. Townsond will: speak nt Quincy, Jan, 80th;

acall. Nixon’s horses are well trained and he de. -

time since, and the people of Boston will. not hear

the lecturing field, and will be gladly welcomed back -
again. He will make & tour West to Chieago, and .

ruary al Boston, Lynn, Lowell, and Groveland. (In this -

day, Jandury 30th,  All businces letters may be sent to News

Cambridgeport, Feb., 6th; Waltham, Peb, 18thi Cumbridge-

Y

New York, Sunday, Jan, 80th: and tn’ Binghamplon, N. Y., ™™

, an age overflowing with charity and universal love,—

- an age when the pure teachings and example of

. Jesus are in progess of becoming the controlling’

", principles of the world] And the men of tho New
York Examiner are supposed (by some few) to be

" the men who are to hurry on the coming of Christ’s

;l)grlt. Feb, 20th; Olinton, Peb, 27th; Taunton, March 6th §n¢
dh, , . o o

Miss Emmna Houston, trance-speaking medium,
turned from a visit to Now Humpshire, will answer calls 0

- snored hour, crowd in thheart!

Bhe is at the old homestead hearth likewise. You
know too well she'is there. Your spirit’s eyes be-
hold her seated in her little chair, her hands lying

; unemployed in her lap, her gaze fixed-on the orumb

: AT . |ing the Evangelical churches. But Dr. Isane M.
ILLNESS OF THEQODORE PARKER, . Wise, over his own autograph, in the last number of

. Dra. Jnckson, Bowditch and. Cabot, have-had { |the Israelite, makes the following disolaimer :— : awer calls %
consultation on his case, the decision of which i+ | ¢ know nearly every Jewish ohild in this city, Bg.tﬁelgtgl:&ygo:ngo\:gﬁl Jﬁ’&ﬁ'ﬁ’huﬁﬁﬁg"':'v o car "d-'
Weat hnd -

that heis in a deeply-seated pulmonary consumption ' |anq four fifths of all Westorn Israelites; mark, ‘| ure In’
' ' ' ‘ A. B. Whiting will attend calls to-lecture In'the
We have hopes, notwithstanding this sad intelligenc: , nen ’ Soutl?w;zt? 335:3 t|a|.o ogmlng 'throee niontha. He may. be

having re-

/' alid4he Examiner ‘re

. Mr.Parker is the mueh-beloved pastor, Mr.
.. Aets forth bis views of doing good, and belng godd, in

' " took g0 do good by a eourse of general leotures;. we
'leo?a{:d {nthe course ; good papers are lullo';z':lef; '
s 1t a8 *utterly In
‘ 8

Jingdom to earth] . »

.After denying that the Fraternity Leotures were
aeton foot for the purposs of prepagating * infideli.
£37.or “reflecting lustre ” on the Society of which

oher

. #he Jollowing liberal paragraphs:—~ .
i ,J',Tbezoung en in. My, Parker's soclety under.
o

re.

- bensibje’ We: must be'atiHl mese ingomprebiasible
N : . : . * ,, ot .

! T

ling conls, her lips half parted, as if she would in
an instant speak to you, and her thoughta—nll:. all
+dpon you/ There she sits, a blessed angel in your
“eyes; in the peacoful lap of Home ; surrounded by

all whom she loves and who loves her; thoughtful, |

 balf sad, dreaming of the faturo of which ber eyes
catoh such bright glimpses in the reddening and
|ing constently and steadily ogou.  © .
Sho 41la’ your very soul. - Het image dauces duto

| your solitary room, dnd, with finger ‘1aid across the
- preity lipy, awikens sush'funciés, suoti ‘hophs; Wiioh

.| dying coals Lut ir her silent, sweet thought, turn-{’

that a sea voyage, & warmer climate, and the adva; '
tage of his age over this disease, will restore hi) '
again to his people, '
_’\) ‘

.

‘

. NEW BPIRITUAL BOOK,
Twelve Mossages from the Spirit of John Quine -
Adams, through Joseph Btiles, Medium, to Josia
‘B_righam‘. ’ Bosb‘on" ; Bola Marsh, 14 Bromfield st.
. We have only.time dnd space, in this number, 1
rpoommend this book to the petusal of our reader.
A more extended: ‘no;loo is unavoldably postponed’s )
our next fsgue, " ¢t BN e g

.| Bridgewatery Vt., on the 20th and 80th of anuary.

know them personally, and by their nomen proprium ;
dand I do tell you, honestly and openly, what you say
is positively not true. You ‘cannot mention the
name of one converted Jew in Cinoinnati, nor two
names in the Weat, of Jews who believe a word of
your dogmas. It is & hoax to amuse some good

woinen somewhere.” .

o

" SPIRITUALISTS' CONVENTION. - .
-~ A Conventlon of Spiritualists will bo holden at

1859, to which ‘all reformeérs and Spiritualists: are

Invited, *The‘oall is ,signed by Nathan -Lamb, Dr, | 204

Brooklyn, Michigan, ull Feb. 1at." b
H. F. Miller will answor calls_for lectures to bé- given by
Mre, Miller, trance-speaker, i _New York, Ponnsylvaula and
the Westorn States, Address, Dunkirk, N. Y. lm ,;‘ ln tho .
_ Miss Barah A, Magoun will ‘anawer calls to lecta
ll‘:lilt;: stato_on sllfndan ahd week day evonings. - Mdml
caro of ‘Goorge L. Cdde, Camuridgeport, Msss. /.

addressed A his home,

. Miss Rosa T\ Amedey will s in Marblehead, ot B
Jan, 81st; Lowell, Bunday, ¥e! 6th ; Cambridgepor i
‘Feb, 18th, -2/ /0t v L N

"B, L, Lyon. intends to:4
Malte, and those 8
will plesso address b J
.Goorge Atkivs will speak in Orl
25t Oy

{a'?-‘}'l‘i.’ Cnlibh

Holt, and,Charles Walker, - )

th dh,’ W‘
Teantdy/ Basdsy,
thi Middiaboro'y

Bune

i Oriasas

day,
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day, Reb, 20th, and on Intarvening evengs in towns adjoin;
ing, or in the vicinity of the above, if notified soon.. * .-

R, B. Wheeler will speak at Waltham, Masa, Bunday, Feb,
6th,. He will answer calls from Norwich, Conn., where ho
may be addressed. o ‘

G, W. Atfrood, of Boston, will speak” under spirit influences
at Washington Hell, Charlestown, on 8unday, 80th.inst., at
21.2and 7 1-18 o’clock, P M.. : ¢ " co

H. B. Btorer will lecture on the four Sundays of February,
at Providence, R. I. L

Mrs. Charlotte F, Works, publio trance-speaking medium
may be addrested.at No. 19 Greeti street, Boston. .

" Miss Busan M. Johnson will recelve calls to speak on Sun.
days. Address, Medford, Mase, \

bright 1and of beauty," ending with-s loving *good night,"
that cami from the depths of her true, womanly heart, ad- .
dressed to all, R e
 Blessings be on her path, and on the way of all who teach
80 gently, 8o -persuasively of God and duty! who portray lifa-
so divinely, and deck purity.in such exalted seraph-robes. -

PLYMOUTR, Jan, 17.—¢On Mondsy evening lnst we vislted

EXTRAOTS l‘BOM OOBBEBEONDENOE. can bs sustained, Tt must bs done with uncommen eloquencs.

1}iko this question, or any quostion that will enable me-wn

man. I find myself kontinually disappolnted In my estimate

planetary cholr. -

seventy years of age—by the mame of Manter, belonging to

“Mlw A, W, Sprague 1s withdus; and angels have blessed ' | Hal-way Ponds, was qntrancod, and the spirite, through her

d of splrits from

have judged well df him ; but I havé had my judgment re-
versod by unkindness and malevolence. Thus the judgment | ba)atice and found wanting.
W bestow on othors §s prompled by circumstances; and I ; _—
know of no other way.of which to judge of men, but by what
thoy do, and thls judgment is subject to constant change.

Mr, Wetherboo—There s nothing in this quostion fit for

=

back your miesionarics from the wilds of Africa, for thelr re-
liglons do not require tho sacrifice of souls to prosmnw di-

) 1 : repd correatly tho ¢haracter of others, I have found myeelf 1vine vengeance. Avoid tho cold valley of seotarinntsm with
the hall ocoupled by the Spiritualists of Plymoutl, in'which | upable to read humin character by the manifestations of tho . e

they have regular circles on Monda, Wednesday and Friday
evenings. On entering tho hall, wo were favorably impress- | of character. Whgh a mian has been kind and benevolent, I,
More of such sngel-téachings; moreof thal broad, enduring, ed, by listening to swoet, and, as It appesrid to us, hoavenly
all-embracing " charity, that I8 so Chrlstiike, 8o divine! and |#Inging} and we at once folt thata large
earth, Indeed, ere Jong, will join n the starry music; earth, { the higher spheres were present. We had scarcely takon &
which the poet T\ L. Harris says, as yet {s mute amid' the |Bcatat the table, when an elderly Iady—wo should judge somo

Its nirs of mystery, and intoxicating foge; up from the luxu-
eré you bocome chilled and frozon there. Rule yourself by

Faith, Hope and Charlty, and you will not be welghed In the

N Bunday Evening.
In tho evoning, after'a hymn from the cholr, the lecturer

tlous couch of orthodoxy—fly from Its enervating “embrace, «

: . , | @ave out his subject as the « Opposition to, and good resulting
X ‘%rr:.' 'Alvvvlga %r'ggﬁne | am‘\,. Jnnoe-npeakeronmble subjecta. | her lifo-path with a noble and sugcessfal mission; with re- | OfRanization, poured forth a straln of hoartfult devotlon sl- | discusslon, - It is absurd to think you can judge of & MAR" | yom gpirit Communton,™ s .

Dr. Lyon wlll 5 in Oambridg /834 {nst,; in Ply-
mouth.yBunday, an. 80th, dgoport, ob.; In Fly

H. A. Tucker, trauce-speaking medium, miy be addreued
at Foxboro', Mass, .He will speak there BundaygJan, 80th,

Miss'E, E, Glbson, impressional spoaking sedium, may be
sddressed at Augusta, Me, P“ ‘s‘m m.. y‘

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Bineox Baxrreriy, Daxron, Omrto.—~We do not think it
profitable to publish articles denounclng past and preseat
institutions as worthless, Everything that has exlpbed has-
boen & necesslty of condition, the best that could bo—and so
of the present—and 80 it must be of the future, Humanity
is progressive, and, as it comes Into a new and higher con-
ditlon, It only sees, by contrast, that what once was right and
guod, has beon superceded by something bettér,

R. A. MeBBLAX, B PAgo.—The bost cure.we know for a
roal cancer, is, to have it cut out befpe it suppurates, Con-
sult.a good surgeon Immediatoly. } )

T, G. M., SrArriern, Iuo—Thank you:for your kind re-
gards. We should be pleased to print the communication
you allude to, did not the press of other matter prevent.

_.H. 0. P, Wismindron, D, 0.—Your poem will appear next
week.  Hippy to hear from you often.

* Pitudelphx ‘.__VQLur‘respuithemr’

Mrs, Hyzor's Laotures—Miss A, W, Spragne's Address,
DeAR BAnner-—-Mrs, Hyzer lectired to a full house. on

* Bunday morning, giving abundantly of that beautiful fnspira-
tion she draws from-80 fully, . Bhe spoke of the imfortallty
of every.fact, to the indwelling and abiding spirit of which,
the fact was the outer or material garb. And men clung to
ita external view and adaptation, forgetful of the immortality
enthrined within; questioning not the revelatlons given to
thelr own souls, nor their own souls acceptation of truth;
but relying on the literal versions of the pust, heedless of the
spiritual beauty dwelllng therein. . She told “us of the divine
faculties lying dormant within the soul of the vilest sensual-

- {ist, giving soarcely any»g}ilcauon of their oxistence in his

outward and debaaing actdy yet, at some time in the future,
the dross cast off, the souliregenerated by the fires of purif-
cation, which suffering entalis on’ the perverted use of noble
energles, the angel would stand forth, and bless the trials
that had upraided him from hle darkness, Not tosay “Iam
holier than thou'—not to fear contamination by tact

newed strength, and with untiring effurt in the cause she has
espousod. Blooming, radiant, and serenely happy, she boams
upon us for a short visit. Bhe lectured on Bunday afternoon,
at three o'clock, at Bamson BtreetfHall, giving us a beautiful
ex'émluon of the pHinct lq&%‘justlce. '

he spoke of meroya anifestation of justice, where-
with the advanced soul accorded forglveness of all Injuries,
That much of the feellng of resentment within, was occa-
sloned by the want of harmony in the soul; whon that was
attained, then justice was a natural impulso, and forgiveness
a spontancous act. She compared the theoretical preachings
of the law of love, as taught by Jesus, with the. practical
enforcements of the Moaale law; still calling loudly an eye
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, blood for blood!" B8he eald
that 1t was justice not to return a favor we had received to
the giver, who needed not its return, but to besto® 1t upon
thou_more needy than oursclves or he; thus, carrying atill .
furtl?or the purposcs and lovely mission of benevolence, thus
truly exerclsing Justice, : )
I Tothose who call for stringent laws, an nding penal
codes, her address would prove unpalatable; but to the re-

dlum to different porsons in
satisfactory.
Miea M, A.

spirits entranced, and although we have had the pl

dom listened to by earth's children; It was listened to atten- | whit ho says of another. Tdlloyrand says langusge was
tively, and caused & foeling to run through the .clrcle, that | by givon for man to disguise his thoughts, There are o
falrly lited them from thelr seats, and not only them, but | thousand better ways to judgo of character than this.* There
the table, seemed a thing of life, and waved 1 and fro. |

Tho next speaker was Miss 0. Allen, thié well-known poet- } I8 dlready developed In some very impressible medlums to n
ess, and it is unnoccessary for us to say, that the aspirations | considerable degree. Thie Is dong, and -1t is done too with
that came through hor organism, wore of the highest order, | undoviating cortainty, This s a now development; it comes
and God grant that we may l.ufnlnbeallowod to listen to such | with Splrltualism. It has been well -tested, and proved to b
gentiments, . . -

Mlss Retsoy Ann Ryder was tho next medium whom the resding; which, by some unsecn, aud yet unexplained means,

Is being developed atruo way of readlug foharacter. This

somothing new, and of great value, Wo may call it soul-

¢ of | 18 tho reflected character of one soul on another, the itpres-
listening to her before, we must say, that in no caso did we slon of which is certain knowlodgo of the character of an-
over nee a medlum progress 8o, fast; hor volce 1a soft and other. '
sweet ; her attitudes beautiful; her language sublime, Wo
think there Is no doubt that ehe willsmako a medlum of the | useful and interesting. The character of men and women
first order. - A number of tests wero given through thiyme- | 61 be known to & great extent by what they say of others,
the hall, whlch' waro entirely A charitable man is never a bad man. The most beautiful of

Mr, Wheaton—The ¢onideration of thie question {s both

all virtuos {8 chiarity.g No man would place implicit trust in

Shaw was n“d in & vary pleasant and intorest- | calumniator, * Mr. Burke's position In regard to this ques-
ing manner, a8 a medium for speaking to the Spiritualists of tion Is coryect inamany respecte,

Mr, Edson=-The man who forgives all the faults of others

beautiful truth, sn evident fact.

medium. God alo

the aspiration afthiosé longing souls!

she will always be found a falthful sentinel.

thusiasm, All longyto hear him again.

former, the man and woman exerclsing thelr best aspirations
in charity, this merging of meroy into simple justice, was a

Practicing as well as preaching this angelic doctrine, Miss
Bprague bends her willing fuptateps to the prisons, and cheers
the drooping souls the world hast castout from ita joys and
herltage, by words of love and hope, and counsel, -long re-
membered by the grateful throng. I am told that the poor
prisoners listen respectfully, in deep sflence, to the spirit-
ows the upwolling prayer, the faith,

Miss Munson {s very successful in this city, Bhe }sengaged
to lecture In Bamson strect two woeks {n February. Amid
the band of earnest, unfiinching, soulful workers in the causs, - - "

thelr dutles as Christians; also, giving tosts, Thespliritsalso
sang & beautiful hymn through her'organism, -

Mre, Seymour's ideas on prayer were elevating and beau-
tiful, L B

Tho Enyer by the spirit of Dr. Ervin Webster, through the
mediutmehip of B, N. Crandon, was listenod to attentively, and
the circle was closed by einging *Old Hundred." Wo do say,
of all the public circles that we ever attendod, this sgemed to
o the most bxalting and keavenly, and if the 8piritunlists of
Plymouth hold such circles as these, the hall which th‘ey{ow
occupy—although capable of holding threo hundred person—

anxious to hear. God grant.that tho glorlous cavse may
prosper.

—

. ~—-{ Jorx E. Case, Nonwicw, CT.—*The spirlt of reform is
Our friend Thomas G. Forster is spoken of with much en- | fuirly before the peoplo of this placc. - We have had lectures

from Mrs. Faroum, Mise Johnson, Mr, Whiting, Mr. 8torer,

‘| will not be large enough to hold the peoplo who will be s

has the character which approaches that of an angel; whilo
tho man who forgives nobody, and finds fuult with everybody,
has a character which approaches that of beasts aud birds of
prey, a chatacter that rends and devours,
present time & refining process in the natural development of
man, which is the unfolding of an instiuctive perception of
the real qualities and characteristics of others, This woe may
8ay 18 the result of a refining process in the growth of man,
Bome are g0 developed In this dfrcotion, as to correetly per-
€lve ‘?9 true moral atmosphers and character of others.
[ TR -

Sunday Amrno;:. January 234,

The cholr of six swoet volcos sang tho psalm beginning
“Lifo Is onward—use It."

A society for health reform is organizing. Altogether, the
slgus of the tmes are hopeful; and men and women are
rapidly growing out of the frivolities of life, to aspire: to
high¢r, nobler things; to cultivate the spirlt and enrich the
heart; and Philadelphin, although *slow," is sure, .
Yours for truth, Cora WILBURNX,
PRILADRLPHIA, Jan, 17, 1859, e

ebo Bk Correspondence,

with those beneath—not tofear to pass through firg, least

smoke should staln our robes of purity; but to enfold with

loving tharlty all God's world of suffering, wrong and'misery.

Buch Is the missjon of the true reformer—the earncst Spirit-

ualist. Notin the assemblies of the mighty and the good,

would the great teacher, Jesus, be always fofind; but in
the lowergealmp, distributing his love, upraising to a better
fife, the siftner and the darkened soul.

She told us of a little child—away among the mountains of
YVermont—whose jnfantile mind dwelt on the Heavenly Father
until 4t-grew'the one dominadt idea of her life; and, im-
pressed with the bellef that he was sitting above in the clouds
on his great white throne, surrounded by his angellc legions,
a crowned and scoptered King, shedetermined that she would
see his face. - For that purpose she mounted on an eminence,
and, armed with a long pole, vainly entleavored to reach the
clouds, thinking to plerco thelr denseness, and there behold
the God she heard so much of. But failing to accomplish her
purpose, and, losing her equillbrium, she fell from her eleva-
tad position, down among her father's swine. Theaffrighted
animals scampered away in all directions; and, alarmed by
their nolse, her parents hastened to the spot, tofind their
darling prostrate on the ground—to hear from -her, her
strange attempt at discovering God. Then they reasoned

_with the child;” told her that Ho she sought was everywhero

Zin ‘ovoiythloge—aud Tled "hér mind--tv Toftier-AGY losror

views of Deity.  The medium proceeded to give the simple

fact, n scriplural language, proving, then, how sacred it

would be he'l(f. as bearing the signet of anclent authorily;
and how the child's aspiring, seeking mind, would have beén
portrayed a8 a mark of presumptuous investigation—her fall
among the unclean animals, a manlfest sign of especial pun-
ishigint. Thus, forgetful of the revelations, the immortality
living within the facts of the present, we reach far back into
the past, or aspire to tho future, while life 18 every day un-
folding In beauty of revelation before'us, .

- "Not to become so harmonfous (within our own bellef) that
we cannot’ harmonize with any one; but to enfold, even as
God's archangels descend to do, the suffering and the erring
with the gulding, saving arms of love and charity; taking to
ourselves no merit for this—thinking oursclves no better or
holler—but -slmply performing the angel dutles of love to
huménity, Much more she said, that was true and beautiful,
as responded to by the beaming. countenances, the amiles of

* genuine gpproval bestowed upon her utterances.

In the evening, a crowded houso awalted her. The sweel,
dovotional strain: “Joyfully, joyfully, onward we move "
was sung by the choir, and ‘Mrs, Hyzer arose to give her

. farewell lectyre, which was listened to with that sllence and

*“attention indlcative of profound interest, and strongly awak-

encd feeling. L T K

Bhe spoko of the deep significance of our almplest forms of
expresslon, takifigas an {llustration the phfase: “Man e
the creature of circumstances.” Eloque‘nuﬁd convincing”

‘13"“ vl_ewed‘ by the light qf .her own experlenceu—Tvlewed
from the standpolnt of moral elevation that s galned by con-
fiict, she combatted this suntiment; demonstrating that cir-
cumétduces, however crushing and oppressive, were the
exrvanTs of our being, as they ministered to our spiritual

- education;’ and,.by thelr force, by trial and suffering, fitted
the soul for & higher life. We are, therefore, the gainers and

"the couquerors, and clrcumstances serve us;.and we are
benefitted by them, oven when they wring out hearts with;
the Intensest sulforing, for thereby strength and elevation s
given to the higher. nature, Shower and tempest were as
necesssry to the earth'as sunshine; and so the spirlt, In
placa of shrinking fom and dreading tria), should even ask

_.of.thio Father more of that piritual discipline whereby the'
goul is purified ond exalted. ST :

', The farmer, casting the small sced into the earth, despalrs
not because it dogs not at once uprear ita head above the
ground. He waity patiently, knowing: that the shower is as
beneficent as the sufishine; and ho waits until Umo brings
forth tho plentoous harvest. Bo with human souls; Indica:

. tlons are there of Godlike-capacitics, vast intellectual powers,
deathloss encrgies, undying affoctions ; acintillations of glory
from the source divine that gave themi; they need only ex-

. pauslon, growth, cultivation. Trial and suffering, by soften-

"' fng and spiritualizing, brought out the soul's divinest fucul-

tles, endowing It with strength, with power of conquest,
'~ Rvery aupiration of Nature was responded to by Inspiration;
aud, gujded by purity of motive, wo could soar above the fol~
tors of clroumstances, that could not returd tho soul’s pro-
gresston, The besutiful and spiritual moaning of the worde,
o hini that overcorneth will I'glve to-eat of the hidden
manns, and will give him'a whito stone, and in the stone ‘s

.

The Weather—The Conforence—Mras. W. R, Hayden—
: Warren Chase. ‘

Drar Baxnzr—I sit down thisbright, beautiful, spring-
like morning, somowhat in the predicament of the man
who was called upon to speak. Idon't know how tobegin,
or what to say ; thercfore, I'judge the safest and best, to bo
the commonest way, aud begin about the weather, which for
the last fow days has been so mild and glorioue, especially for
a clime ke this, not noted, I should say, for nilldness in these
months, that one might suppose the clerk of'the weather, for
some service rendered, had conferred an especlal favor upoen
the denizens of this wilderness of souls. And Broadway, be-
tween Canal street and Union square, during these pleasant
days, has teemed with gay and costly equipayges, handsome

A.J. Davis," Mary F. Davis, and other fearless laborers in
reform,  Mr. E. 8. Whoeler, of this town, recontly delivered | art weighed in the balance, and found wanting:” He said:
two able lectures. He is'n mechanic, and his advantages for | Mystoriously written as by the hand of fir on the walls of
education have only been such as poverty, care, and hard | the templo of the king of Babylon, centurles ago, wero theso
]abor have offered him. His speaking, consldering his ad-| words. In peace, the people of the luxurious city had grown
vantages, is truly wonderful—he may Lo ranked amoug the carcless in thelr security, and lascivions pleasure had enner-
first speakers, Thoso who have knuwn his past iife arc filled | vated the heart of the king, lemding him to neglect the in-
ishment ot the eloguence and [ntelligence he now | terests of his nation; and the glut of prospority had made
utters. We commend Mr. W. as a speaker to such as ave | his subjects sit in fancied sccurity when the chariot-whoels
in want of a profound clear and beautiful expongut of the ) of the enemy rumblod distinet to the listening ear. On her
truths of 8piritualism,

The locturer's text was the Old Testament passage, * Thou

boards were the products of every clime, and in the intoxica-
tion of thie 8onse, every one felt the impgnding, {rresistable

. D&, E. L. Lyox.—*Lhave just returned from tho ftate of| dyom, though none dured spenk the word of warning, as they
Malne. I spoke thres Babbaths in the city of Portland, 10 [ yigtoned to the frightful orgles to Bacchus, blending with the
large and highly Intelligent audiences, The cause 18 pro-| clariun of the beleaguering army. Suddenly on tho walls of
gressing In that city, and their motto scoms to be, in the [ 116 patnceas with tho brilliancy of & hundred lights, a fiam-
fullest scnse of the word, truth and progression. Thelr 8nan- { jne fAyprer was seen, writing this direful message, and pleas-

clal'affulra are executed with promptness and discretion. A8 [ yro frightened, flod, while mirth trembled in it galety. And
a practical demonstration of thefr persevorance and Uberality, | while the sentencs, “Thou art weighed In the balance, and
they send you filty new subscribors for the Banger. May|found wanting,” was trembling on the lips of the Hebrew
their noble and pralscworthy efforts for truth and freedomn | rophet, the city was the pray of & victorlous ‘enemy. That
be crowned with abundant success.”. |

beautiful city was weighed®y the hand of Justice, and found

;Z{_c_.gurts.‘

wanting In thoso God-given princlples which exalt the soul
above servility. Her king-became s cringing slave, deserted
by thuse who in the mandlin silliness of intoxicatiun, pledged

fame, Iifo and service to their master. And thelr own do-

1adies, and of the men I think it more just to leave the oppo-
sito sex to decide. But after all, what is life in New York?
‘T'o become acquainted with it In its fullest sense, its Wnyste-
rles, its pleasures and its glare, a péraon must first bid fare-
well to sympathy and Ingenuoueness, and submit to the mo-
tion of fashion, as an anchorless ehip is swayed Ly the waves
of the sea, '

The Conferencs, last night, notwithstanding a storm which
set in about noon, was quite fully attended. Question
for the evening was as fullows :—The 8plritual Circle, whatare
it solontifia -al ts, Its. ugax, Al aud dangers? . Dr. .
Orton nrgued that an indiscriminato or mixed circle was hot
wlithout its dangers, for there Is, sald he, not only thein-
fluenco of tho spirits, but certainly the influence of mortals,
The condition of each member is taken up to a certain ex-
tent by the other, as well also as the condition of the splrite;
thus If tho condition of those composing the circle is not har-
monlous, jLattracts o like condition on the spiritual plane.
And so, while even disease may be comnunicated by this |
bleading of the physical, the moral may be Injured by the
blending of the epiritual, attracted by such inharmony. ,
Dr, Hallock—Use 1s the basic element and fundamental
pringiple underlying Spititunlism, as well as everything else.
And this 'use is administered by the most rigid economy.
Bpiritualism must be needed before we canhaveit. And tho
absence of & wany of realization of a need, I8 not in {tself ob-
Jectlonal—it 18'only a state. Spirituallsm becomesa want and
need to the man who has found that mothing else answers”
his queries of llrgz]a man who has to grapple with his own
mind the great question of a hereafter, '

Theterm circle, is a state—a communication between two
planes—one must be positive, the otlier negative or receptive, .
\In every congregation founded on true religious sentiments,
the minister is posltive, the congregation negative, This
state exiets in all life, botween father and child, between earth
and heaven; and, until the clrcle comesinto a° fiegative, a-
wanting condlition, 1t must not expect to recelve anything
from any source, It is not necessary that a man who s fm-
bucd with the love of use—~a man who acts on the God plano
—should be subject to fall by associating with those beneath
him; if 50, is ot God In danger, who 18 overy day communi-
cating with this world, where all aro beneath him? Wasnot
Christ in danger, as hewalked the earth? Aman has no
business to lay his shortcomings to his nelghbor; to the in-
dividual Is the sourca of fault; to-day tho individual s talked
to. A whiskey-bottle is no temptation-to you or I, but it is
to s man on the plane with the whigkey-bottle, A man who
{a abiove a thing which tempts him, cannot be in danger; if
o, God himself may be porveneéz;‘thé'ihlnmn arlsing from.

his own world. '
Dr. Gray—By the spiritual circle, I understand always the
arrangements of cunditions for communicating with the world
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in him which, when brought out
of the same fault he condotnns,

graded selves answered for their full,

*Thou art welghed In the balunce, and found wanting."
In after years this was writton on the ultars of Levi's or-
datned priesthood—not in the langudge of livid flame, but in

SuBsecT—* Can & 0an's character be known by his judg- wurds that spoke to the minds of men. The smuke that rose
N

ment of others?"
Mr. Burke—There {8 nothing more common than to pass the wall of the lamb before the sluughter-knlfe whispered it

Judgment on the character of others, for or agalnet them. All In accents not tw Le mistaken, Yeos, the altar of the Levite

men do this—~some in a greater, and some in a lcss degree. | W8 welghed in thiebalance and found wanting, and now

Why is it not right to thus judge? Of the nnt,_ural world wo only smouldering ashes mark tho spot where it stood.

Judge: . wa Judge of $he gharscteg of the coming day by signs

in the heavens: we judgyof the qualities of plants and dfb-

from tho desecrated altars wreathed it in funtastic letters, and

Rome, robed in all the brazen Insignia of power—surround-

a shadow of whiat ouce shie was, That same dread scntenco
Is being written on the walls of the temples of ull powers that
have made the masses tremble in fear and terror, and they
re passing awny, or surrendering supinely to the enemy ay
the gates.  The religion of to-day Is a worthless nonentity,

What {s hope but.a meaningless word? How docs the

And lnst cumes hoaven-born Charity. Burely this hideous

brow, 18 nut Charityl Wo did not think to find her in the

ed by all the mjesty of courts; her thirsty maw satidted by
criminate lotween the jfolsonous and the nutritious; we | the blood of heritics, was weighed in the balance, and found
pass our judgment on wq] ht, measure, size, and shape, and wanting., Although her apostollc-descended priesthoed hurl
why may we not Judge of the qualitics and charactor of men, | the thunderbolts of malignant malediction, they are mpotent
1o which all othier things, of which we judge, arc subdrdinate? [ to harm, and she sits on tho-ruing of her power, snd
To judge well of a man's character, we tust first know his| only frowns and scowls. She I8 jaselng from among the
ruling jasslon; ahd, by knowln‘g‘ this, we _dlscrlmlnum with | powers that huve ruled mun's soul by terror, and js now only
almost unerring certaluty, and iearn his real character:
s8earch, then, the rullng passion: there alone,
The wild are constant, and the cunning known;

The fool consistent, and the filse sincere;
Pricsts, princos, women, no dissomblers hore.”

Pope delineated the character of Wharton by knowling his
ruling passion. Now, every man has a ruling passion, which, ty—the essence of theteachings of theman of Nazareth 2 Where
it wo learn, we have a key to hls character. The motives of | 18 faith? Weo find it not. The eick may perish with disesss,
action lle concoaled fn the ruling passlon. If o man has & | and none can bid lilm rise, be healed. 1f one attempt to do
love of praise, e will condemn others; if he desires a clean tho act of kindness to suffering mortality, the laugh of scorn
repyiation, ho will biast thut of others.’ It ls a conclusion of| isheard. From tho pulpltthe cry of eorcery comes, and curses
practicalife, that, just in propof‘uOn' as a man levies fanlts | are hurled by clergy and laity againet all who éxercise the gifts
on me, or on you, just in that proportion ho has the elements that should be thelrs to use. Sl_m has no faith fn humanity ;
Wwill ciuee him to be gullty | all sho has 18 stamped on creeds and dogmas. There i8 no
L is_not honorable, or repu- | faith In fnmortality, nslde from that promised by blind creeds,

.| table, to call any man or woman disroputable. The man who and when the evidouce comes to the searcher after it, they
has & fault, Is nlways first and loudest to condemn that same | reject it. apd call the ones who recelve it, fools. Thoy know .
fault in others, : Thus it 18 falr to prosume that the fudgment | Immortality only as o transcondental dream, frosted over: with
s man bestows on others, 18 but the reflection of his own|8ge.*
charactor, ) L W
Mr..Buntin—To me it s exceedingly difficult to know a Christinn die? Is there no fear and trembling whon tho‘lgy
man's character; for deception runs through all the ramifica. | fingers of death feel for tho hoart-strihg, to break them?
tion of socicty. I cannot agree with Mr, Butke, for I known | Some have, or aflict to have, 8 stupid confidenco in salvation
a virtuous, honest nnd‘good man who dld denounce wrong in through another's death. Yet they dream of fearful torture,
others, The world i8 8o deceltful, and decerit s so cominon and couple immortality with it. When the grim terror, Death
in all the busincss transaction of men, that a man cannot | reaks 8 gentlo bud from the parent stem, and the weary
maintain his own without it. If I hearan honest man ex-| mourners weep from night to morning, and mourn from
posing tho dfshonesty of & dislioncst man, it 18 to me evidence | morning to night, you know thelr hope is hidden beneath the
of honor and Justice; whils if he did not exposo dishonesty, cofiin lid. No matter what the lips may say, tho hoart tells
when he s consclous of it, wonld be dishonorable and unjust. | the sad stof'y,

I believe that the man &no loudly praises dishonesty, is the
bigaest cheat; and the man who denouncos It, {s tho moet | monster, with that holy name stamped upon her brazen
honest.

What has she of thuse three virtues, Faith, lopoe and Charl- -

fits, &c.; but wo have the coneolation that such are casily

the body—that of continuing the relation, whether spiritual,

of spirits, It hasan analogy on earth; there {sno real com- | character of another porson by the*judgmenb that person
‘wiitileation here; unless one beoo'mel negutive or attentive to | y:idérd another ? - Bayings-ars: mopnshine. It scems to me
the other, All communication may be expressed by this world- | ¢hat the scries of actlons that make up a man's life, make
creovz.  But spiritual clrele s the creating of conditions for | yhe basis for bur judgment of his character. You can form
oommunlcduon with' the spirit-world. One .danger arises | but a false judi;mem. of a priest by his sermons; his nctloqa
from sitting in s circle, entirely an earth one, and imagining | aro the anly true standard by which to judge of his chardcter.
fttobo s spiritual one. Parties constituting such circlus are | A fow men may have tho power L0 analyze and read character
apt to bocome ecstatio, jump about, slng, go off info mesmerlc | by the conformation of the phronologlcal™ orghhs, and the

featiires of the face; but I cannot agroe with brother Burke

cured, and quickly got aver; all parasitical ‘plants die carly. |hat character csn bo judged of, by Judgment passed on
Another danger I8 tho abuse of the mesmerio relation heré in | gthors, :

Mr. Gushman—The Interest taken in the suhject before us

N \ ity of the person.. Bome take but
or not, too long—such us in meetings, where mon are elevated |depends upon the capac
"s littlo above tho business plane, where tho ttiesmetic condi- |little Interest in it, while othors think it full of intercst.

{8 lovely
The f§

Mr. Trask—Iow aro wo going to judgo corrcctly of tho| Church of Rome{ but the folfowers of Calvin aud Luther, and
thoee who fied from the tyranny of an established church to
tho-coldness of - western-wild; - should, gaging - themeolves -
by thelr own need for it, treat with kindness they whom they
came in contact with, But 1t was not so, anll Charity sought
her birthplace in the heavens agaju, and & brazon strampet -
ook her place.

Clitlstianity was weighed in tho balance, and found want-
Ing—wanting in Ealth, Hope and Churity, and, 8o, In all that
nd of good repute within her,
st of bigotry Is nearly over, Ier own self-confl-
onco has been her ruin, The  ehrinking flesh no longer
quivors beneath- tho pincers sho has heated, Trath is dlvino, s
and neods no longer a croed, to. make it bolleved, Ivmay be
bound for a time ; lonr.nql rabbins may chaln it, but while it

bo kept in sesslon over one hour and u half; no revival meet-
ing, no poetlc fover, orcourtship., Now, atrue epliritual pircle
must ho known by 8 physical manifeetation; afler we have
become perfectly negative, before wo aro certain that we are

resd, but ho who does, may run and rend, and err not. . I'wlll
g0 fnto an assembly with whom I have no acqualntance, and | the blue and cloud-ficcked dome of heaven, away from the
lhear.e:tpreashfns from each, pecullar to each; one will cen-| diecordant jangle of tho selfieh church bells, the soul may

tlon cxisls between speaker and listener. No clrolo ought to | Every man and woman -carry with theim an tndex of thelr | is mmortal, the chiains wiil rust away by ‘e, und sho will
character, AIL may nob undorsietd IO S box:%?n:f:lnénly aro tho soul's wants ‘entisficd, Out undor. | %0 guide and dircet, ‘as tho compass. -And tho lightning,
. ) which was God's finsh of power, and tho.thunder which was . -

. Wo shall give a fullor abstract of it* next weok, fgr, like
pent-up Ullea, our' powers are cramped; and it is :'aw of
modern philosophy that tho lesscr eannot contaln the greater.
In other words, our paper has only forty columns of matter,
and when they are full, will hold no more,

CORA L.'V. HATOH AT GLINTON HALL,
NEW YORK,

Wedﬁ'eldly, January 19, 1859,

As usual, a committeo of_t.hree was called for, and nomi
natod by the audience, to chooso & subject for the evening's

Mr. Cowell, Mr. Greenough, and Mr, Jones, who rotired, and
in o few moments returned the fullowing subjects, submitting
tho cholea to the audience: [
18t Biology {8 derived from two Grook words—Blos, menn-
ing lifo, and Logos, meaning a word, The question therefore
would be “a word about life.” It la a vory opdx question—
might be taken by & smart person in a variety of senscs. But
1f the spirita can tell the seuses of the word, they can also tetl
the derivation, ’ '
2d. Which has done the most toward the progress of Chris-
tlanity—the literature of the Ilcbrews, or that of the Ro-
‘mans ? .
8d. Is there any difference In the tides in the Atiantic and
Paclfic oceans, at the Isthmus of Darien? If so, Whl{t. s tho
ditference, and the cnuse of it? N
Theso questions wero read in order to the audience, aud in
the voting on each, the yeas cqualled the nays, and a sceno
onducd not very ereditable to an audiencn which as far as the
v could tell, were quite respoctable.  Loud calls were made
for & new comnilttee—equally loud ones for the first, second
and third subjects, Ouc gentleman,_a Mr. Gardner, who
hardly knew what he did want, essayed to speak, but with
the hissing and * sit downs** ho was obliged to resumo his
scat. Ho thouglt it was n't quite right to voto the Clucinna-
t{ directory and cail it onr own. Ifthe audlencoe chooss a
question, let them choose—if the megdium chooses one, ajl well
and good. Mrs I, here rose—* We desired the audience to
select a cominittee—not to have a frce fight—a committee that
would chooso one subject, not three ** Hero the committee re-
tired again, and declded upon the 2d subject which was
presented.  Vofee—It's too common o anbject. 2d volco~-
we've had too much theology—we want something practicall
The subject was cried down, and a new committeo called,
consifiing of Mr. Potter, Mr. Gardner, (who was nominated as
«tho man that tried to say eomething, but could n't."'} and
Mr. Lawrence. » These gentlemen handed up the fullowing
subject, which was heartlly cheered.
Has man progressed in fntelicetual power since the Chrls-
tian ern? Intelicet o bu~ux'u_lerswod as deflued by Webster.
' PRAYER.
Our Father, we adore thy power, thy light and thy majesty,
Waothonk thee for all the blessings which thou hast poured
upon‘l»hi' children. We usk no especinl fuvor of theo to-night
—wo simply ask that we may partake of the blessings hero
and hercafter; that we may be filled with thy love and power
—and to thy name shall be the power and glory forever und
forever., . v
N DISBCOURSE. .
The usugl time devoted w thie discussion of the subject,
hus been spent In useless controversy, and therefore we pro-
ceed at once Lo the consideration of the subject. Intellect,

men's minds of the cunseeutive arrangement of ideas  Intel-
ligence and Intellect uro to us as widely scparated as cause
and effect—une the outgrowth of the other. Intelligeuco is
the instinet of the mind—that which belougs to every grade
of being. Intclligonce Is a plece of marble—Intellect (s the
sculptor, Intellect Is the gorgeous landscape pleture. In-
tellect is alwanys second--always governed by men's umyghtu.
We aro not fur out of the way when wg spy man has ud-
vanced but little In Qiitelligence, although intellect may have
modificd him. Every perlod has its intellectual criterfon—Iits
standnrd which irrndiates all about it. Intellect Is not com-
mon—it belongs to few minds—and the Chilstian era s re-
garded as a stupendous triumph of the mind.
The Hebiews, Greeks and RRomans "wore the shrines of In-
tellecctual power—the arts and poetry of their time were
cqual to anything we have now. It did not make an errand
boy of tho lightning; It drove no snorting horse across the
country; It was grand; ail alone in the prison; all alone in
the cloistor; all alone where the poet spake of splendid things.
Greece and Romo—we have none now.  Thelr glory is forever
departed, and tho scholastic besuty of their halls is broad-
cast over the land—the pyramids remuln as silent monuinents
of the intellectual grandeur of the age. Intelicet has
breathed on all thodern seience In this way: that, what was
confined to the clolster and the cell, is now the common prop-
erty of all who Wwill posscss it. What wus once known as
astrology, the sclence of the stars, the school-boy now dwells .
upon.  What was known as alchemy, 1s now known by every
artist, every scientific man, every person who understands
the practical departments of ilfe, ns chemistry. What wus
known ns mytholugy, is now understood as ancient history ;
pnd a bird, a leaf, or fower I8 comprehended by all. What
was then in secret, is now lsped by infant Hps and reached by
milllons. Poetry known then ag an art by those who were
far above those beneath them, 18 now the theme of all who.
revel in art and literature, Mathematics, then used as
an accomplishment, .{s now a standard of every-duy life,
Every farmer, mechanic and merchant must be mathemati-
clans, and without it your practical lifo would sink into nothing.
We have not such exciting stractures as those which arein
3gypt, but still we havethose which serve utility better. Wo
have something etronger than marble pillars, something
higher than trees, and more grand than the pyramids, What
has done this? The Theologian says, Christianity; the In-
fidel, Intelligence. We say bLoth. Iutelligence was before
Christlanity; Intellset before the Christlan era; but no
power short of God could blend the two. The myiteries of
the pyramlds were stripped, but the knowledge did not como
vut until yenrs and years afior the builders slumbered jn
their graves, Christianity has done this for the diffusion of

discourse~~conslsting. of the followlng named gentlemen: .

aceurding to our idea uf Welister, Is the power of consecutive
thought based upon the investigation of science, or th:ﬁfﬂn\\

Tntellect; 1t has “not ‘made people more Intelligent or more
intellectual; it hadeimply given what was already known to
afow to the whale. Bume will tell you Christianity has done
nothing for the world. Why have we not a Bocrates? 1f
Christianity hins done nothing to advance intelligence, we
would say that every school-boy s a Bocrutes or Plato. Have
you not in every school the wiedom of u Pythagoras? Two
and two make four, {8 the sceret of all mathemutics. Tho
simplo rules of ifioral deportment ape worth more than alk
the sciences, ) .

Again, we do not eay that the dawn of Christianity has had
all to do with the diffuson of intolligence; it has simply beon
a means that God has made usc of. Tho stars, once nstrolo-
gleally consldered, now aro rond, as they gemt God's templo,

God's anger, now i your messenger; and you smile as you
read o message oft broughit you by the lightning,  The.water,

. . [ tal ‘n single -hour
new name written,' Which no man knoweth,' saving he that | conimunicating with thoso on & differont planc, womust have | sure everybody and overything ; nothing 18 riglt, and every-g learn more of lifo, dath and Immortallty in s singlo b

; i . hings of the theologlun,
3 {8 wrofig. Buch o person Is dll wrong within; hasa than in & Jifetime spent under the teachir
recelveths 1t," she rondo;e? ulhglgnllbi::gmu:e :.L:':ngth a::l a physieal manifestation, which cnnnlot be referred toa visible :lllll:l":c oy mf'l rosts on. tho condemnation. of others, that| Ask of the world wiyt aro the attributes of Deity, Your own
wisdom gained fn overcoming the wor e outaide tempta- | source. .

which was known only s the occan and in drops to .refresh
men, now 18 & motive powoer, and Intellcet travels to the ro-
motest corners of thevenrth, Frauklin, the trifler and fanatie,

tions, tho grossness of downward tendencies. The name writ-
ton on the stone was the eacred namo of liberty, understood:
~only by him who recelved it. ' :
“We'belleve in repentance,” she sald, for recognition of
. erTor is repentance, and that Is continual, and with it brings
salvation in the future from the liko crror; webeliegein a
practical hell—a purifying process for the soul; In baptiem
" in the living waters of a purer 1ifs,a higher morallly; but our
heoll §8 not everlssting—~It s not punishmont of an offended
Dolty, bub the natural, inevitable condition resulling from
. wrong.:' C ’ o TR
~Awshe proceeded Lo bid’ us’ farewell. many eyes wére filled
"“with tesrs, snd many hearts throbbed:in unison with her
words of loye, Bhe tianked the frionds for the kindness and
cordiality she had met with ; she promised to return among
‘s, mying thero wai now no iz afiixed to that willing pledge,
" -he knew ehp would Petirn, It fiol with'the morial organism
** 46 sddress ub—in splyitt for she hiad felt the warm hauds of
' love} the heart-thirobs of sympathy had met. her utberances,
 and:she wopld -surely rejurn to us m A reverentisl

Mr. Parlridge

Whom they suppose to be negative; by and by, after concen-
trating thelr-thoughts, and getting tho. negatlve party under

colving us,' Now.

After Bome further remarke, tho Oonferenco adjourned. -

time to come, i Lot v )

sa many blessiiigs ds full to bis Jot, may vielt you,
: ' < ET i Bemados,

‘. - pllence pervaded the deeply-moved audfsnce ns 'n{Ie‘ sang-her
" Wweot, touchilng, farewell wong, promisiag reunion in”¥ihe

o HorzruL,
Naw Yoax, Jan. 89,1880, - . sy

t

; : i's character to bo generally bad, Another cen-
tll woknew when thoe truo cirélo begins, gnd tho fulse ends, | this persol e e
llilo thought this hot-housgelrelo business was objectionable— suros justiy—finds fault with that only which is faulty—glves

this developing of mediums, Tho clrcle gets somo friend credit whoré oredit is duo. This scems just, and ls Indicative

of & just character, while those who censure everyhody and
everything are suspicious, unjust, and bad. Justice pradicat-

‘s high state of excitement, ho ar shie takes hold and moves | od on reason ls one of t:ne b:r::u 5“;:,?3:,' :omgarz : :\:txﬁ
{he tablo with thelr hands; thon the clrelo says, you are do- soclety, But judgment bey! g "

: tho negative party is not to blame; they |source, and bears with it bad 0011150(1:0“00'- o best mon
are honest; the circlo—ignorant, too,. In their vwn folly— find the lenst fault, and judge tho leas

‘caused this movement on the part of the susceptiblo party.

Mr. Plko—Thls i8 an important question, if it will lay down
gome rule whereby wo, can know a man's charaotor. The

N is always an important study. I wanta rule
Mrs. Hayden, of Boston, opened at Muneon's rodms a fow | study of man o
days sincs, andTam informed that she gives goneral eatis. | by which I ean Judgoof Fanan “J“h “;:ltl ne;:r falls. Mr.
faotion, beling quite suocosefidl In glving names. Her timo fs | Burke's rale 1 think may sometimes il e oan. Judgo
entirely oocupled, and I bellove shels to remain for some |something of aman's character by his phrenology and his

physlognoniy, by his speaking and his writings, by his vnpre-

L . and ral notionay all thoso together, If well
"Warreh Olikss' Gotmences st Dodworth's, to-mortow; and | tending and his geno the X
Yo nrqulwdlnmiuéd-h:th-mméu-comnpondcnt. hoplog that | studiod, give us somo correot clue toa man's character, whilo

stmply from the opinion & man may express of another, I foel

. Mr. Colmane=1f Mr, Burke's opinion for rendlng oharacter

great unceriainty about a corroct estimato of his charsoter, *

o8 the Young an
byrgs the widow on the fune

: B ; ) e tlo 1you that love ls not the lenst. ‘The grain sced
thought tho guestion Soulens bodeclded un- | noods Poieting 1. B e maraly bad - Aot . :(:fi(’;l::::el:ﬂgi:u of omulpm:\mco; the rolling and beatipg
waves of ocean tell you of pawor; the dark-rolling cloudi—
tho Jeaping Nghtning, and munn‘u.rlng thunders, of majesty.
Then, come out of the sin-stalned templos of passion and:
appotite. ‘Bow.notat tho Lehost of thoy who cry “Great s
Dlana!" for you know why they ery, Don't confess yourself
the slave of the past. The rellglon of tho prasent day Lids
you helleve that God, after creating: the carth, mot his antag-
onist on ati open field In warfare, and -his children, cronted
in God's own image, wero the prize. How much of victory
was God's, let them answer. Nine-tentifd“of thosé innocent
victlins are doomed to unonding torment. They prato of Lhe
glorles of hoaven ; but let them stop thelr cars and shut thelr
eyes, to hide the horrld cries gnd keep out the sight of the
rolling eye-balls—rolllug aver in scarch of rolief, and rolling
{n vajn. It elckens mo to dwell on such fables, 'Was not tho
mythalogic Jove, moro of a God than this?

L fm’ur volces no longer agatnst tho religion which thrusts
the zesious believer bofore the Juggernaut car~which plung-
dold in the bod of muddy Ganges—which
ral pyro of her husband; cul%

1s now. the idolized of n natlon ; and, still Iater, Morse, who
carriod out Franklin's ides, hus given you an intellectual
achlevement. ’ : e

- Compare Greceo with all her classical history to modern
‘Intelloct, It liny caused earthiand sky to move, and bridged

‘tho atars. A comot, then s terror or forerunuer of evil, s
now a mystery to common people; yot It is known by thien
as a substanco which has nothing to do with this earth; that
it 18 composed of something. which, If ten thousand were to
strike tho north pole, Wouldu't move it n mite. But, says

which constitute religlon,

have not tho acguircments of the Romans, the light of the

derstand ; and if the huelness world could. find the time, it
would outbulld the pyramids, if only to show thé anclents
what could be dons, Though you havo not classical litera-

' . OONTINUKD ON THE EIGHTH PAGE.

Ié

“

the abysh betwoen carth aid heaven; and pow you talk with -

a

Though you have not the colussal: pyramids—though you -

the inqulrer, what has this to do with the Chrlstian religion? |
Wo aro speaking of tho Intellect only~~not of the speclulitics

Hebrows, all are in the minds of those thut can read snd un-



* powers to be uged only for this ohject.
Theso messages aro not published on account of litorary |
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BANNER OF LIGHT

.

T

&

@he Bessenger,

Each article in this department of the Baxnzg, we claim
was given by the epirit whoese name it bears, thTough Mre,
J. 1. Coxast, Trance Medium, who alle

morit, but os tests of spirit communion to those friends L0
whom they are addrepsed.

Wo hapd to show thut spirits carry the characteristics of
their earth life to thot beyond, and do away with the errvne-
ous idea that they are moroe thnn PINITE belngs.

Wo belleve the public should seo the apirit world asit ts—
should learn that there is evll as woll as good In it, and not
'pmn. that purity alone shall tlow from spirits tp mortuls,

Wenek the reader w recelve nodoetring put forth by spirits,
§n theso columus, that dues not comport with his resson.
Each expresses 80 much of truth as he percvives,—no merad.
Fach can speak’of his own condition with truth, while hio
Rives opinions merely, relative to things not-experfenced. ¢

iei n— to. satiafy the public that
‘hy!?l}“ogéi'&m&fsearéco]lngln‘g we claini, our sittinge aro
frea to any one who may desire to attend, ou application to vs,
They are held every afternoon, at our office, commeneing
AL HALY-PAST TWo, after Which tiine, no oo will beadmitted ;
they are closed by the spirit governing the manifestutions,
usually nt half-past four, aud visitors are expected to remain
until dismissed.

. MEBSSAGES TO BE PUBLISHED.

Tho communications given by the following spirits, will bo
published In regular courso. Will every Spiritualist, who
reads one from a spirit they recognize, write us whether true
or false? By so dolng, they will do as much to advance @ho
causo of Spiritualism, as we can do by their publication,:

Dec. 21—William Poor, Mary Foater, John Washbura.

Doc. 22—~John King, Anonymous, William Chase, David
R, James Fionegan,

Dec, 23—Fiizabeth Hopkinson,

Dec. 27—-Win. Alliston, Tom Aiken to Richard.

Dec. 28—=Polly Barelay, Edward Wilson, Josu{;h Jewell,

Dec. 20—James Brooks, Charlus Adams, A iguil Slmson;

- Charies Wilkins, Francis Whit.

Dec. 30—=Mury Ann Mnnlu;r. Solomon Winslow, George
Collyer, Edward Butler. . :
Jan. 1==George White, David 8incluir, Susan Brown, Chatles

Johnson.

Jan. 3=Charlotte Tucker, Soth . Winslow, Lorenzo Dow,
Lizzio Homer. . .
Jan. 5~Geo, Loveland, Petor Elkina Sanborn, Tim, Brickett.
Jun. 8—~Elizabeth Dow, Anonymous, Joseph Hutchins,

* Richard 8ims.

Jan, 7—Alexander Noble, Fdward Hepderson, Willism
Crozier, - .

Jan. 8—Tenr! Dejoin, John Hazwell, Patrick Murphy, Ed-
ward Payson,

Samuel Atkinson, London.

I am a stranger, and do not understand your
mode of operating. I have been told you require
certain things of those who come unte yow May1
ask what you require of me? Suppose 1 have no
friends here, what then ? .

Well, friend, I am & stranger to you and yours,
but 1 think I have some on earth who may recognize
me. Will it make any .difference how far distant
they are from here? You require my nime and
age, and such facts as [ can give to identify myself.
Am [ to understand that all who come here are to
give what they please ?

My name was Samuel Atkinson.
London. | died in London, Lngland; that’s my
bome, 1 have friends there—relatives; one in par-
ticular, whom I am very anxious to speak with,.or
approach in some way. That person is my grand.
, Who lives where I used to live, in Wellington
Square, London. I had two brothers—John and
tis—they are both in -spirit-life. Three sons
there\were of Jonathan Atkinson. I feel troubled
aboutithe past. Can 1, through your medium, make
such testitution ~as 1shall deem proper? At the
time of my death,1 was possessed of many thousand
poundsx I disposed of all 1 had, and remembered
not those I should have remembered—wmy daughter
and her thild. My daughter has singe left earth;
her child now sustains life by hard labor, and ]
would not have it 8o, for 1 cannot rest. Can I not
do something to undo the wrong I did on carth ?
Can I doit? Tell me, for I want to know.

That chilg was then an infant. Can I not reach
some one who will hear me and obey me? Ihave s
nephew who has plenty—he is without children— is
living. in affluence.- Can he not, by virtue of my
desirus, attend to the wants of that child ? - He lives
in London ; his name corresponds with my own.

Tell bim 1 desire that he aid my grandebild; I,
who died in 1831, while he was in youth, He, with
many others, stood by my bedside, and received my
last words. 1 will tell him I have repented of those
words, and wish to unlock the seals | made 8o long
ago. And if he does not aid me, by Heaven I will
punith him. 1 know my power, but I have failed to
use it, and I have looked forward to this avenue to
gain happiness. My grand.daughter is by name
Maria ; her latter name, Wilbraham. I tell this,
that there may be no mistake made, although she is
ie\only one on earth bearing this relution to me. I

as sixty-five years of age when I died. I would
have this nephew of mine to give me an opportunity
of speaking with him, for there are sources at home
to which he can apply, and I will not be slow to
meet him. The mother of this child has long, long
followed me, demanding justice for her child. ’Tis
well; I would be happy by entering the right gate-
way of the city; but it is hard—very bard—to
effect that we wish to, after we have lost our mortal
bodies. .

What else, sir, is needed ? I expect you will gend
this to him. 1 can sce no other avenue but for you
to do so, How long before you will send this?
Four weeks ! and four weeks more to reach home!
Ahél forget—yoy travel faster than we were wont
to do.

Direct to Bamuel Atkinson, London. Should I fail
in this my first undertaking, can I come to you
again ?  Well, then, in the meantime 1 will gain
more information, and, if nccessary, give it to you,
Oh, I am no stranger there. For the last ten years
of my life I was a banker, Ob, that I had all that
I havo handled, and could do what I pleased wjth it,

I-wns horn in

" T could aid many of the suffering sons of earth.

But it is gone, and I, a poor, foolish old man, am
permitted to come back by some influence thut per
vades all things, to undo the wrong I did on earth.
1 fecl I shall succeed in my undertaking, else I should -
not have been permitted to come, I will go,as [
have nothing further to give you. Deo. 14.

ws her medivm. ] _

Ob, by the w
what they all te

body could. Deo. 14,

Caleb Reed.
1 have visited you before, as.-yg
shall give you thiv'name I bore when on earth, One

church as myself, has desired me to come here and

believer in these things. - He feels persuuded in his
own mind that these manifestations are not what they

proof that they are, and I will beliove in them.”
The question is, * Will the fervent prayer of the

truly rightcous man draw down such blessings

as lio may ask of ‘his God 2" '

Now, | cnonot answer that question, perhaps, to

the wuth. :
.In the first place, God is not what the brother
thinks heis. As 1 understand him, he is o law—
an immutable, fixed, unchanging law—which governs
all things in life. ‘Every atom in the vast universes
of unture is subject to that law,and that isun.
changeable; aud 'man may pray until e finds hiw-
self an inhabitant of the spirig-world, aud his prayers
will not avail him anything, C
" We find the Christian sometimes praying that
God*will send rain upon the earth. Now, if God is
a law unto himself—unchangeable—bhe certainly can-
not be changed. God is nut o toy, that he cun be

public opinion as you please. God is not a child,
that you can control him ; not a slave, thut you can
compel him to these things. o
Now, who arc the righteous of earth? Ccrgmnly
not the brethren of the church. 1 find quite as
tuch Cliristianity in the pcople not subject to the
church,.ns among those in the sanotuary of the Lord
God, so called. . L.
Suppose that brother has n deor one lying sick,
and all carthly aid has failed, aod he sees that na-
ture is failing—that all remedies have proved un-
availing—suppose he should kneel down and pray
fervently with that power to restore the sick one to
health, can he- violently wrench the power from
death and nature? No, it cannot be. 1 will here
tell him that the child has yiolated the laws of ber
natural being, and must die to natural sight, and
all the prayers of the congregations of earth cannot
save her, .
Men sometimes grasp at strawsywhen all of
carth has failed them; then theyare willing tu
grasp the unreal things of life, or those which Le-
long to that portion of nature that is concealed from
their gaze.
Sowetimes a friendly hand is stretched out to
them, and, instead of grasping at nothing, they take
hold of somethingy/ That dear brother has yet to
understand- of God—of himself—of the laws that
govern him; and when he has understood them, he
will not expect-he can trespnss upon those laws, and
then reccive & pardon for all, by virtue of prayer.
Oh, prayer is good in its place, but it will not alter
God, for God is nature; and while it progressces, its
laws are fixed, and noge can violate them without
suffering.the consequen®es. '
If my good brother will condescend for o time,to
lay aside his old prejudices, and will mcet me fage
to face, so that I may speak with him as I now
speak here, I will prove to him that I do indee%
bave power to come to carth and control a form tha
is not mine, and wi]l give him such advice as will
bonefit him. And all I ask from bim is faith and
goud ' will, not only to myself, but to all the earth,
and to be in harmony with'God, and, of course, with
all mankind.
My dear brother may choose his own way of com-
muning with me, and I will endeavor to meet him.
But as regards his prayers, he may as well stop
now, for, in my opinion, they will be of no avail,
1 will not give you-the name of the friend who
calls for me, for it will not be advisable. Mine was
Caleb Reed, and I ome in answer to a good brother,
who desires to kuow if his ohild can be saved by
prayer. Good day. Deo. 14, .
Betsey Davis,
Oh, stranger, tell my husband to seek on until I
shall be able to give the intelligence I wish to. 1
caunot be happy on account of my children.
Dec. 14. - Bersey Davis,
Mary Snyder.
What bave you done with the letter sent for me to
answer? And so youhavelostit. Yuu had a letter for
me six mouths ago. Well, tell my friends you lost
it. I could not answer it before to-duy.
Well, well, no matter; tell them I came. Good
bye. Deoc. 14,
We are constantly in receipt of sealed letters from
parties requesting answers to them from' spirits, to
whom they are said to-be-written. It will be seen
at o glance that we could not enter into this branch
of mediumship, and give any satisfaction to the pub-
lic, with the limitel time we can devdte to this
page of our paper. Still we place the letters on
our table, and occasionally one is answered. The

to her from our file; but not finding the one she
recognized as a call upon her, asked where her letter
was, We replied, that if she could not find it there,
we must have loat it, a8 she affirmed we had once
had one, which she Intended to answer.

Charles Washburn,
Surely Nature is a fine workman; she is mighty
{n herself, who can comprehend her. Surely not the

" | crenture, for he secs only through the present; h

. William Hodgdon.

How do you do, sir? 1’mn a lucky individual—1
think 1 am., I had no money to worry me, aud to
bring e bere, . .

1 got a littlo insight into this business, hearing
that old fellow asking you questions, 1 was named
William Hodgdon, I 'lived and died in Vosealbore’,
Maine, 1 don’t menn to say'l lived there N1l my
life, I went.to sea ouce, a8 fur as Baltimore, and got

- siok of it.. -~

I’ve got a sister down there, and I want to talk to
her; but she’s there, and | am here, and how can I

- talk to her? Well, then; most I have to say‘here to

her;is for her to g0 romewhere and : let me talk to

~ her. I was in my twenty.second year when I died—

that ’s certain; but I was n’t ‘sick. I was drowned.
Oh, don’t go to classing me with suicides, for I

* had n’t sourage onough to do that, I fell overboard.

1 was a little drunk at the time, 8o it was suivide in
one way ; if I had n’t been drunk, I should not have
fallen overboard. They told me I.must tell the
truth. - Well, do you think I have a good chance to
talk to my sister ? . 1 would n’t have come here if 1
thought there was no- chance, for it lsn't any casy
road for such as mo to travel over. I wasa chajr
maker; I did not work much at it, after I learned
the trade. - :

"My sister's name is Mn;'y Aon Ridgeley, My

* father and motber died long ago; if it had n't been

. for that, I might not have been quite such a chap n
I was. ‘I was drowned in Portland ; I was there on

“ s spree. I thought I’d go to sea again—should nt’

have thought of that if [ hadn’t been drunk—so I
got & chance to go another way, rot

.. Well, what do you pay when you como here? I

N

", wos going.to say you would n’t get any pay out of
- me, for L did n’t leave any propcr%;. vE .y‘

. 1’d like to ask Mary Ann if sho remembers the .
Jast words she saidl t0: me..+ They were, * That she
haped I’d come back eober, or not at all;”, and then
sho. mourned terribly, I.am wld, at my: death,
IWasn't she & fool? Lo

cannot grasp the future with any certainly.™”

When 1 was in & mortal form, I supposed, and
vainly, too, that when that form should be luid aside,
I should fully understand myself, and become fully
acquainted with my God. Butno: I find - that the
Creator proceeds from man the creaturo—as man
passes from one state of development to another, lie
finds hiimself no nearer to his Creator—on no better

tery. A thousand mysterious folds enshroud her;
ment that croature shall pass through ?
The ‘Christian attempts to toll you; but as he

doubt—nothing tangible—nothing real.

that God has given them to know of these things.

flesh, told them so—that he told the
day shalt thou be with me in Par
tell you, of this day, that.the soul shall pass from
earth to the immediate presence of God. o

The people of today are crying out for. betto

nitent, % To-

for the children of to-day.
Oh, my spirit went forth from tlif

present s for I saw that man must be contént with

hour, and be able to unders
tor will give him more. * " et
. Now Nature is' an a1l bountifal and ‘all ‘powerful
God; from hep sfring all things; by lier:are all

ay, whore is the Devil? That’s
Il me—that they don’t know any
such fellow. I guess there aint any, or some o.f them
would have seent him ; and I ’m suro  would, if avy-

will see when I
of the brethreh, who was a member of the same
answer lim the following question. Perhaps it will

be well for-me to here state that the brother is no

purport to be, and yet he - says, « Give me sufficlent

satisfy that brother; but I will answer it aslsee

played with by the hands of the multitude. God is
not o bubble, that you can cast upon the ocean of

spirit, at first coming, endeavored lo select the letter

rvte oo

terms with him. Ob, nature! it is wrapped in mys-

and as the creature comes forth at her bidding, who,
who can number the different degrees of develop-

stretches his finger into the fature, he finds all

The Christians tell ydu,if you repent and come
under their especinl gpidance, that as the soul passes
out of mortal, near the closeof day, you shall be
with the Redeemer in Paradise. They will tell you

They ‘will tell you that one Jesus, who was God in

ise;” so they

light—moredruth,  They are not sutisfied with tho
ast; but they are beginning-to know tliat the past
longs to the past, and the light of to-dny shines

8 hody of death,
trammeled by superstition and error—loaded : so
heavily with the vile dogmes of my time, that wlieh
I'awoke in the land where spirits dwell, 1:found that
I was'a stranger ; that I must travel back théatrth
and there buy ofl, that I might sce and know of ‘the

the light of to-day-—must grasp at the truflis 6f his
tand * them, e"m‘iit‘hejf)ng ~

for all blessinge—for all light ;. to her as our God,.
our creator, our father, our brother, our ‘mother, our
sister. - They who dwell in light have taught me of
these things ; they have smotbered that fame that
has been burning on the altar of superstition’and
error, and I no longer send forth my hands to grasp
a God in the Now Jerusalem, paved with man's idol,
gold. The New Jerusalem! & meré¢ phantom fn the
fancy of map, decked with all the valuables that
man<has found in this stage of life. -The Christian
tells you the strects of the cityare paved‘with gold.
Whence came this? From the baser portion of man
—that which bows before o throne of gold, and wor
ships at the shrine of Mammon. o
The OClristians tell you tbat what you receive
from the spirit-world is & pioture formed on the
brain and given from the lips. But they tell you of
the great city, with, its white throne, whereon sits
the King of Ages, Whenco comes this knowledge?
Mny we not say this is an imoginary picture, and
doth it not come from the grosser part of man him-
self ? S :
" Man loves gold, and the baser things of earth, and
his spirit hath attenuated itseif into the far-off land,
h-pictured to him a heaven to suit ~himself.
old must be ‘there, for gold is his idol—precious
stones, the gems of carth-must deck that oity, else
man, the gross one, could not conceive of & heaven.
But the time has come when truth will rise trium-
phant—error will fade away—when truth_shall give
the creature man w know of the\present, and when
knowing of the present, ho may be better able to
judge of the future. T . :
1 was wounded in spirit, depressed in mortal, and"
came to the land of spirits in & mood hardly fit to
ceater that pure stateof existence. My spirit-had
been go rudely dealt with by the vile Buperstitions

it was o lopg time ere I could tell where ] way, But
thunks be to Nature, that kind father, that loving
mother, who will never leave the child who reposes
in her confidence, has taken mp-back to the mundane
aphere, that I might be happy in\going hence again.

Eighteen years ago my spirit payised from the mor-
tal, from yonder State Lunatic Hospital, Ah, well
may I say amid the shadows of death—so dark was
the valley of its shade, that the angels of the spheres
beyond were not seen by me, by reason of the dark-

—insanity induced by what? By religion—by striv-
ing to crowd too much upon my mental and physical
—by trying to believe I should ong day be permitted -
to walk in a city whose streets were paved with gold,
and sing Hallelujah go the Lamb.- :
My dear friends told me this was true; but my
spirit rebelled at the nonsense, and 'mid the battle
[ became shrowded in insanity, from whose vile grasp
I could not free myself, but from whence, in lucid
moments, I could see the t&rfible battle going onj
and then I looked for tlie ¢ity of the New Jerusalem

then I left the mortal in that dreadful state.

ling in houses without windows ? I cannot say Peace,
be still! for they have no ears to hear, no eyes to sce.
Yes, [ am told that iy mission is to minister to some’
poor soul who is-bound by insanity. They say Lcan
cnter the darkest temple—yet I know not how. How
dnre I ask ? for the answer, 1 know, will be, Go forth
—for: sufficient to the hour shall be the knowledge
thereof.

But to those minds, or souls, or spirits, dwelling in
mortal, who ave striving to reconcile doubt with ces-
tainty, 1 would say, Peace, be still, and strive no lon.
ger to war with that you cannot reach. Be gatisfied
with the developments of to day, which are the light
of to dny. Grasp at all within your reach, and when
you have accomplished that, you never need ask for
more, for nature will give you more. ,
When you find & duty that has come,to you from
nature, in the .name of all-that 18 holy, do that
duty. And when nature‘tells you there is no such-
place as n New Jerusalem, do not strive to quiet that
doubt, but reach forth for a solution, and be content
with what you get; for he who occupies the talent,
will receive the welcome words, Well done, faithful
servant; but he who doth ndt! improve the talent,
will find he will have fo{lig down deep in nature for
the buried talent, ere moje than this be given.

Oh, mortal, bo satisfieft with'the light of the pres-
ent. Grasp not gold in the far-off land which the
Caristian tells you of]  You nced no gold in the land
Fof the spirit—no precious stones are needed there—
no white throne for the Lord God to' sit upon—no
Book is there with your name. enrolled upon it, ex-
cept the Book of Nature. If thy life be pure and holy,
be sure the page will bo white as a lily. Oh, walk
in purity here, and nature, your father, your mother,
will do'well for you. She will enfold you in her
arms, and you shall look back, not with grief, but joy.

light. Get it ere you pass on over the river of light,
und you shall make no stop by the way, but shall
pass on from one step to another, worshiping riature,
gathering from the wayside gems of truth which
sliall guide you on to happiness:

Seek, as individunls—worship nature as individu-
als—for she is thy God—thy father, thy mother.

Yes, Naturc hns been kind enough to lift the
gloomy veil which has 8o long shrouded my spirit.
Nature—how should I thank her.? how should I praise
her, knowing as I do that in ber exists my God? °I
would say to the few friends and relatives I have on
ocarth, that I am happy—say that I have outlived
the darkness of the pust, und a8 nature prompts me-
I shall return and perform the duty she‘bids me do.

My namo you want ere L go? Charles Washburn—
a resident of Cincinnati. The rest you know; no
more is needed, ‘Fare you well, Doo. 20

Ann Mitchell,

The epirit was sonie time entrancing Mrs. C., and
we remarked ‘that we were ready for the manifesta-
tion, a3 wo thought the spirit might be Waiting for
us to speak to it. ' ,

You would n’ be ready for me if you knew who I
was. I guess I know what people are.. I just want

o month ago, down in Ann street, Boston. Well,
you see I went there, and there
[ used to live there, and died’ there,
thought 1’d move something—go Imoved o table, and
they gnid, it ’s spirit rappings, and so they set down
and I'spelled out ‘my name, and they said if I'd
come here and give my name they ’d believe, -

1 died- eight years ago—in 1850—aint it cight
years? I used to live in the snme house. My name

Jane, I gave the name of ‘Ann there.. 1 wont tell
you the old  woman’s name; it aint her I want to
talk to. ‘She'and I had a'fight a while before 1 died.
Tell "her so; she knows me; I should think. she
might ) she knows why, 1 would n't talk to her if
I knew it would save her goul. I waut to save the
gol that jsa medium there, She’ll believe now [
come here. You fooll don’t you seo what I want?
1’m just the same as I used to be, and you may tell
tho old woinan that I think just the same of her,
Nobody else- would.go there, perhaps, but me; and
I’m as good as anybody to go there. i

OQur attention was hiere called from tho speaker to
n visitor, c :

Here, look here, you fool | ‘tend to me. When will
you publish this? Then what will I tell them?
The girl’s name that is @ medium is Mary Martin,
I’m going there now. You'll publis my name in
next week’s -paper, will you? Now if you lie to mel’
do n't you lie to me—if youdol . Dec: 20,

+.  Frank Germon,.

T can’t see ‘what - possible. chatce have

any good by coming here, Some people think if

they can' get this thing, and that thing, and.the

other, they - will" besatisfied ; and those peoplo are
generally the worst to be satisfied. - ... |

Well, well, all are aotors,and 1

‘that sometiody. is:-~wants me ta come’here: and com-

oL

things made perfect ; to bher we look; or should Jook, '

that crowd your land and make so many souls sad, |-

ness, Insanity had shrouded me like a gloomy' pall ¢

but my soul was shrouded in darkiess again; and, )

What shall I say to the deluded ones who are dwel-

You of your time have no need to return to earth for }

to Tet them kuow 1 cin obit; and that I'eame atmost

Ros a medium there,
and -1 just.

.

then was Ann Mitchell—my right name was Nancy -

of daiﬁg ,

: uuli 0 I oﬁéglvxt‘}g,‘
not to expest any oneto abtiox: belleve. just. a8 I do.
Bomebody-ino consequense ' what somebody; or who..

been here before and accomplished . what .l came for,
But to-day I do not see how I am to do good; . how:
ever, I will work ahead in the.dark, and if [ gocom-
plish- anything, perhaps Il come again. Idon't
care to give my opinion on what I am called here to.
It js-something I don’t care about—it.do n't interest
me.at all, and [ do n't . believe [ am .going to do any
good by talkingonit. . oo
" Bomebody wants to know why my brother and his
traveling company don’t get along well together,
ond why she and he don’t harmonize. .You.might
as'well ask Jack Shepard. about it—he knows ag
1much of it as I do, and oares as much about it. . -

.- This individual eeems to think, if harmony was

restored, (by the way, I don’tbelieve there ever
was any between: them) they might get along and
do good. Now, suppose that friend, if he is 80 much

out where the difficulty is; and if he finds a breach

]to live in harmony ; but if two persons are positive,
how are you going to make harmony between them ¢
They ought to have seen the difficulty before. It’sa
or time to prevent a thing being stolen after it
m been stolen, : ) '

Just say 1 dou’t fanoy the business I'have been
called to engage in, and don’t care to get any far-
ther in it. [ just come to let them know I heard
the chll and don’t oare to meddle with it. Perhaps
this i§ my business, and that I ought.to do it up
brown ; but I don't think itis. ~ o

In answer to a question, the spirit said:

The last thing I called for was a copy of Shek-
speare, and the last prayer I uttered was, * Now'I
lay me down to sleep” This was near’49, and I
was about twenty-eight years old.. Dee. 20.

.Close oi"_—tié Cirele.”

for the means thou hast devised, whereby all souls
may receive light from thy own divine self. "-: -

dark, material sphere of life; and we would offer
praises to thee in behalf of thy mortal children, We
would thank thee, oh source of strength, for the man-.
ifestations of thy power in behalf of the darkened:
ones of ‘thy creation, which are drawing them toa
plane where thy light shines, where truth abounds,
and where the fowers of progress are growing spon-
taneously by the wayside of love. » :

We would praise thee, oh our- Creator, because
thou art blessing us; we would offer thanks in be-
half of the darkened ones in spirit life, because thou
art blessing them. We would ask no favors of thee,
oh Source of all Life, because we know thy blessings
are freely given—that thy hands are outstretched to
aid those who need thy aid. - We koow that no child
of thine is forgotten, however far that ‘child has
wandered in-scenes of darkness’ and desolation; we
know thy arms’ encompass thew,-and that all
shall be made holy a8 those who now worship thee
in higher spheres of light are holy. SN

Our Father and our God, thou hast commanded
the light to shine, and we will not pray unto thee
that the light may shiue, for we well know thy word
is law, and unchangeable, | .

We would not.ask thee to visit with light the dark-
ened ones of earth or of spirit-life, for thou hast
taught us to know that in thy time and thy own way,
all thy creatures, all thy children, shall not only be
‘brought to a knowledge of truth, but to dwell forever
in the sunlight of thy love,

We find, oh Father, standing by onr side, one whose
spirit is shrouded ih the vices and sins of an earthly
life. We would not pray for' the salvation of that
spirit, but we would offer praises unto thee for the
nicl)de of salvation thou hast placed in the hands of
all, :

And oh, our God, while nature smiles triumphant-
ly upon all she has created, wo would return the
smile of love. These poor, darkened ones, who hear
not and seejnot, cannot praise thee; and, therefore,
we, who have been doubly blessed by the spirit of thy
progress, will bless thee for that we have received,
and that they are day by day receiving,

And as our feet'are gliding along the pathway of
life, wo will not ask that thou wilt give us strength
to guide all who may come after us, for we well know
each soul will be endowed with power for itself and
those coming after them. '

We ask thee for nothing, but offer thee our thanks-
giving for all we are, and all we have, and all thou
hast set about us. . )

- We recoguize thee in heaven, we see thee in hell,
we find thee in nature’s laws, in the caverns where
vice reigns—down deep in the soul, where sin has
set its signet, we find thee, and will praise thee for-
ever more. Dee. 20,

David Harris,

Lifo seems to be life to-day as much as it did six.
teen years ago, and that was when I was on earth,
Life seems to ebb ‘and flow just according to condi.
tions. Life with me has seemed to be an ebb.ide
for tho last sixteen years. : o

I am told that anybody has the privilege of speak-
ing for themselves through your medium,’or Gpd’s
medium, or the Devil’s—it matters not ,much to me,
80 as L speak, Ob, I am a strange individual, and
you must not expest much from me. So you want

L 3

they have forgotten .the names they were known by
on earth? Then of course- nobody will know them.

course nobody will know them. It is not so with

inch of ground 1 could call my owp before.
1. was. born in Guifstown, N.«H.,, and died there,

matter what I worked at—it is of no consequonce.
So I have a ohild—a cbild! who desires to know if
there is any truth in Spiritualism, so-called. I have
no means of proving the theory true to her. - No,
I ocan come and speak as I used to speak-—that
would.not be any proof to mo, and 1 doubt whether
it will be to her, . But no matter—it will satisfy me
‘to-eome;and-I shall then start upon a new-path;where
they tell me [ ehall find. wisdom—or living waters,

try——hoping to renlize the dreams-of by-gone days.

I must tell you a story : it is fresh in my memory,
and may answer & good purpose. One afternoon,
about ten years before I died, I laid me down to
sleep in my cornfield, for I had worked very hard
all day, and while L slept I dreamed—drenmed that
I should dio in ten years. That I was told .of then

ground for sixteen years—that I should be chained
to that spot. Nevertheless, I could see fio chains,
but should be bound—that, while there, I should be
visited by many - bright and beautiful strangers I
should consider gods—that, at the end of sixteen

‘| where I should have more room and be my own
master—for they told me that, on coming back to
oarth, I should loose the chains that had bound me
to earth, and that I should be futnished wings, with
which 1 could come and go to and from earth,

was too vivid for & dream ;.but after awhile I forgot
the dream. Ten years passed, and I lay sick ; death

stared me in the face,;and I.called for the old book

in which was recorded my dream, and, in looking
| at it, I exclaimed, * Oh, God, to-morrow I shall die J”
* Yes,” said a.voioe, f you should have heard to that
voige of long ago,:and have put your housein order.”
I concetved this sixteen years should . bemy hell,
and that at that ;ﬁme,l should be free from. hell and
what,: And:thus' I .have, been,wearylngghy!é‘lfﬂtg
proye.rue.my.dream, and to-day it is. proved réal &
me;;and.Iam. sure that what is to come will prove as
Arve od the former pdrthas,  © 7T "
_ The child kuow of the .dream, , The, wifo knew

mune, saying I might do a.denl..ofrxéopd.e-.; ."[‘-lba’.ye'

interested in' this matter, should go to work and find{ "~

in the walls, build it up, - It:is woll for all persons | . ..

Light of Nature, Soul of Wisdom, we thank thee

We find thee in . thy manifestations here, in the |

to know who everybody is that comes here. What if

What if. they have come up out of a void ? : Then of
me; 1 know too much ; and 1 am just ready to start
from the point I left on earth, I never could see an

and ‘my hame was David Harris, dnd I lived to be
forty-three years old. Sixteen years ago I died, No

V- v j -
also; but death has sealed- her earth-lips, Wi
ocannot spenk exodpt as'l do, in 'atborrowl:,d form. the
. “Now I come not in & dream 40 thosd who éalled for
me, but' in my own vdlde, in'my own form—and
what ghall I say to them? ,-vﬂim‘p{i that “they set «
Aheir house in order, that they:may be ready whep
strangers call for them, «* " e iv it G

.'\\I'huve no more to say, 80 good ‘bye-” " De&zl.

' 4. PLOWERS. .. ..

Do e,

R Fd . | p— g Tt e
| . Tvenotthe heart toout them downl.. -. .
7" i-Thohk'dry and dusty flowers, | :
That spring and summer smiled upon, '
' “And fed with déws and showers; " ' )
*xt: . Tknow they 'rg dead, thelr leaves aro flown,
: Thelr stalke ave crisp snd brown; & " .
" Yet they may giand tlll.winter's gono—
I cannot cut them downl” .. . ..
_ T've not {ho heart {0 cui thom downl
For during 'sumrhet's heat, = ~* - !
‘While pent within the sultry town,
They sprang up reund my feet;
They looked upin my face and smiled, -
Aund comfortéd my soul,
-Bo that'], like a chastened child, - -
Endured my dally dole,

. [} . o ~ .
I've not the heart to cut them down|
- Thoy were my garden's pride;
.. Aud when tho buds wore fully blown
Their fragrance wandered vide,
And freely entered at my door,
" Below, around, above,
Till from the celling to the floor
The house was swoet with love !

I've not the heart o cut them down| -
_ Itmnybethey willfal .
" Whon Winter casts his heavy crown
. Ofsnow,upop them all; . - .~
‘Yetlot them sténd till Spring shall lay

Her blessing on tho earth,
_.Then gently bear the dead pwny.t o
" While kindred flowers have birth !

Tl Public Pross,
@l Public Press,
[This pnge'll‘openqd to the public for a free-oexpression of

opinion on the phenomena of Spiritualism.] '

THE DIVINITY OF JESUS.

Messes, Eprrons—The report of Henry Ward
Beecher’s sermon, on Sunday succeeding Christmas,
(contained in your issue of January eighth,) is more
suggestive to me’of the necessity of the advent of
Spiritualism, than any sermon which has fallen under '
my eye for many yenrs. What shall we think of the
ordinary pabulum dealt out to the Jaity generally, in
the churches, if the masterly intellect of a Beecher
can stoop g0 low as to defend, to an intelligent cone
gregation, positions so deplorably out. of place as
the following: God was born.  God was born of a '
virgin.  God ceased to be infinitely wise during 'tlxir,ty’
years, and grew lo manhood from infancy! Such doc-
trineg do we find gravely put forth in that Sunday
homily. And on what testimony are we to acoredit
the doctrines? Mainly.on that of four Evangelists,
of whose personal experience in: the verification of
the facts on which they are claimed to be based, we
know nothing. Laying out of view their intrinsic in.
credibility, how do we know that those Evaugelists
were ever in & condition or position where they could
understand that God really was born ; that, if born,
he was born of a virgin; that -he held his infuite
knowledge in abeyance, while he. grew in wisdom ?
Does the, fact that the oldest Oriental religions tauglt
an * Incarnation of the Deity,” prove that rueh an in.
carnation must at some time be realized fn' buman ,
history—or did the beliel 1n-suach .& Tuve, norfnully -
and natarally grow out of the extravagances of re-
ligious: epeculation? Isit true in any other way
than as a figure of speech, that God was ever in-
carnate in o singleman? Does the doctrine, in truth,
need any more sober investigation, or discover any
‘more serious argument for its disproof th#l the kin-
‘dred dogma of Transubstantiation, which the Protess
tant world, now for nearly three centuries, has deign.
ed to treat only with ridicule? L

If not, is it not one of the saddest sights under the
sun, to see an intellect .of the capacity and brilliancy
of our liberal preacher, befogging and bewildering
the minds of the thousands,under his ministry with
sophisms o shallow and disgusting? How dissimi:
lar this to the preaching of Jesus himself, if we are
to take the Sermon on the Mount, and not the meta-
physical dissertations of the Pseudo-John, as a_sam:
ple of his method! Be a natural and good man, i
the substance of those precepts. Heg does not require
his hearers to believe in a miraculously' born - “Son
of God,” in the Virgin Mary, in Incarnations of the
Deity, in Atonements, in Eternal Torments, in “Faith-
in-Chﬂ," as a recipe for salvation. On the contrary,
it was. his wish that men should love ‘one another, and .
aot in the apirit of siich a love, letting faith take care
of itself. And if he.is now conscious of what is pass-
ing upon earth, is it probable that he is partigularly
anxious that men should believe that: he is God,; that
he was born of & Virgin, that he died to save men

from his own wrath, by the * merits of hig blood
Or would he not prefer, that they should he infidel
to all these precious and divinely inspired. dootrinet,
and try to be brothers? - If $his 1s” what he may be
expected {o wish, may we not imagine that_he is
Party incognito to this: letting loose of -Spiritualism -

If I thought I should find no-more than I found on
earth, I would not walk & step to find it ; but I will

‘{by a bright form, I supposed to bean angel. I
dreamed I should stand upon one small space of

years, L sliould be saddenly hurled back tg eirth,
and should live, breatlie and moye in a form I had
borrowed on earth. ‘Then, again, I'should go to the
‘spirit-world—not to the place I had occupied, but

I awoke from my dream, and it troubled me—it'

sent to earth to take on some other form, I knew nop

upon the ohurch, ¢ that great Babylon,” to shelter
their magnificent oreeds, their thousand and one -
« refuges of lies,” and disenthral the unlettered laity
from the spiritual bondage of their « blind guides,”
those brilliant spinners of sophistical juggles; who
teach that God was born of & virgin, and that there i
no salvation without faith in Christ ? Would he rather
that men should belicve in his divinity, and livo vre
worthy lives, or be sincerely and naturally upright

| and good, and infidel to his divinity? -And‘as i
seems somewhat difficult to mako 61l men pure and
good in these days, without tolerating some doubta of
the entire reliability of Soripture, would it not be well
on the authority of Jesus himselt, to sy plainly and A
unmistakeably to them: “ Beliovejust so much of
Beripture ns secms to you to be truo, and no ‘inore—
and cultivate o sweet, natural good:ngss ; that s tho
only strait and narrow way to heaven.”

Though the doctrines above énumerated .geem Uf*
worthy of onfutationon purely speculative ground®
it may b desirable to raise the question, Whether
tho miraoulous birth of Jesus, while expliqitvly-}&usm
by two Evangelists, is not Smplioitly - rjected-by--&-
third ?" Theréis no doubt that the miraculous birth
is taught by.Matthew ahd Like mot,.howeyer, 8¢
the birth of God—ass represented by Beether—but 82
the-birthof & creature begotten by.the Diviue Bpirit )
Just as'n'the oreatioh; according to Genesls, thet
Bpigt bfvided over o vates, 15 orfgite 1 U
Mving creptures ; so, fi tafo of she Heangellsth L7
vamo Spirit overshndowed a human, wOLLEF 40 5 ol
ihate the parest of the m:; of m& ;’ ?:ﬁ: :el;&w
1y the tedlitig of Matihow dnd BEKR B S oy
Iy in by Wiyt s Heliyy I 1 Won €

=
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- John, or not, fn- reference to the. origin of -Qhigl ;}
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BANNER-QF LIGHT. . =

the Bpirit as.the originator of life, that,] cannot con-
coive how.#0 gross a conoeption as that of -the birth
of God should evet have been uttributed to'them..,
But if Jesus fn'those Evangelists Is a divine crea-
ture, it seems equally clear to me that thé Fourth
Evangelist (the Peeudo-John-—John .the Presbyterl)
would teach that Jesus was not born at"all. At the
- very opening of his Gospel, the Christ is represented’
as existing beforo birth ; and when his advent is ani-
nounced, (John 1,14,) it is 8nid that he,was ‘made
(became) fibsh, as if in centrast with the “sons of God,”
who, in the preceding verse are represented as being
born. 'Thisidea'of an aternal Christ, who put on
flesh, pervades the whole of the Fourth Gospel. When-
ever Jesus alludes to his origin, he is.made 'to ghint
at o conscious existence before his advent. * For I
came down from heaven,” he is made'to say, in that
discourse in which he alludes to the Eucharist as an
institution already established, (chap. 6,) * 8o in the
prayer attributed to Jesus before the .arrest in the

Garden of Gethsemans, # Glorify thou mé with thine.

own self, with tho glory which I hed with the/e before
the world was.” Many citations'to the spmie effect
might be made from this Gospel, hut thoy . are use-

"less to any one who has carefully studied it, Toany
one convinced that the pre-existence of Christ is most
clearly taught by the Fourth Eyangeliat, it is quite
impossible to take those passages which speak of &
descent from heaven, as’ figurative expressions.. A
writer who could not use the Greek words conveying
the motions of “birth”.and “to' be'born,” when

 speaking of Jesus’s advent into the world, who' at-
tributed to him in plain and simple language, a ¢on-
scious existence along with God before -the oreation,
never coyld have believed that he was born. *

- * That he speaks of Jesus’s mother and brethren
should not' militate against his holding the iden of
Jesus’s miraculous descent from Heaven in the form
of an adult. Matthew spenks of Joseph-as Jesus's
father, in the very chapter in whioh he' teaches that
Jesus was created by the Divine spirit. But t'.hg' idea,
moreover, of Jesus’s literal descent from Heaven, was
already held by the Guosties of that- age.: Marcion,
of Pontus, taught " it. plainly, finding aunthority for
it in Paul aud Luke. (In his copy, Luke’s -Gospel
began with chap. 8d of the work krown to us).
But Marcion taught that Christ came in a phantasmic
body, while our . Presbyter Johu teaches that heis
anti-Christ who * confesseth not that Jesus Chridt is
come in the flesh ”—which is a special s_troke at the
beltevers in the phantasmic body. For those Gnos-
tics who believed that Jesus came in the flesh, he

hod no censures. If; while combatting the idea of a

phantasmio body, he cannot speak of J_esus’s being
born, which would have effectually disposed of that
fancy, but always spesks of Jesus's: coming in the
flesh, how could such language ever have become
patural to him, unless he habitually conceived of
Christ as entering the world by some ofher door
than that of birth—-as miraculously and suddenly
descending frop heaven in & body of flesh, but in
the form of a man ln the full vigor of life—a king
and priest after the order of Meclohisedeo, “ without
father, without mother, -without pedigree—having
neither beginning of days, nor end of life ud

When I hear a Beecher discoursing so eloquently
of the bitth of God, and of his giowth In knowledge,
parsuing it under difficulties in the capacity of ‘o

carpenter in Galilee, the abave questions throng at

once into my mind ; dnd I'feel impelled to propose
them for inveatigation to such Bpiritualists as are
inolined to read the Seriptures through the speotacles
furnished by the Churches. And with the ono above
proposéd in 'regard " to the nombirth of Christ, the

following will be found interesting to him who iu-

vestigates thom with a serious gandor :
1. If the great historians of antiquity, such as
Thucydides, Livy, Sallust, and Tacitus, composed

imaginary specches for the heroes of their story,

might not the Evangelists have done the same

thing ? ) .
9, Is there any satisfactory historic proof that

any one of the Evangelists ever 80 much a8 saw,

Jesus ? ) oo
3. Did those Evanpelists primarily address their
parratives to historic cuifosity, or did they address
them to the unquestioning oredulity of their readers?
4. Is not the ¢hief ‘object of the Gospels to glorify
« the Bon of God,” and prodice & * saving faith ?”
5. If shé Evangelists wrd'té;.\t‘mder an overwhelm-
ing conviction that Jesus’s sepond advent was' just
at hend in their day,” pod thatsouls gould be saved
only through faith in Christ, could it have been of
much: corisequence to them what deeds they deolared
to have been wrought by him during his first ad.vent,
provided those deeds comported with the character
of - Son of-God, and tended to cq'nfrm the faith of
believers? . .. C .
6. -\V{‘S.ﬂdt.is'ji}??ﬂ ‘gpgenring after death——vulgarly.

i

sty‘led'lfxs""ﬁsutre&tfﬁiﬂ-ﬂhe grand faot that proved}-

to his followers that hewas Son of God ? .

7. Are fiot the Gospels rather dramatjo pictures of
the Ministry of an idesl Christ; than biographics of
the man Jesus? ST e :

8. Are not the Gospels the joint product of devo-

,-tipnal, diduictic, and polemio jntqresta,in“the mi.nds

L

tlon, .‘)‘“ one may bear  very heavy cross, by sim. -
- Ply disbelieving -auy, auch thing. And to tell the

truth, It is rasher more easy to. disbelieve that doo,
trine tEgn‘ to do otherwise,  Then, too, some of the
mone brilllant lighta in" the chureh, (which has sure

vived 'thet end of the world, which, aocording {5~
_your. gospele, should have come eighteen himdrgd,
'years ago,)-are pressing the ‘dootrine ,to & very un-
,warrantable extreme. They are teaching that God
;w88 born,-and was -shorn.of his iufinite wisdom for

some thirty years, and then died & horriddeath,

guthority, ' The largest Christian..Church in our
world teaches that God can enter a wafer, and can be,
carnally eaten by a devout beliéver! These things
ghook us who'are willing to'follow your divine Mas-
ter in bearing the oross of being ‘called unbelievers
anddblasphemers. . Now, as we perceive that the
fountain of such pernicious teaching, which is con-
verting the laity into blind tools ob our modern
Boribes gﬁd‘Pharlsees,‘ is nothing else than unques-
tioning faith in all the statements of your gospels,
we are obliged, when called to helieve palpable ab.
surdities related in ‘your writings, to eay: It is
claimed that such and such dootrines are true; becauss
they were revealed; but they mever were revealed, be-
cause they are untrus, We are sorry to be compelled
to take such grounds in regard to them, But really,
if you only knew howthe Churoh disparages the use
of Reason In maters of Religion, you could hardly

with divine mysteries, that we are almost ashamed
to have any reason; and when we get any natural
light that {s distasteful to the Church, we clap it at
once under a bushel. And then you must remember,
that though we know you are infallible, we have no
means of discovering to what special- points your in-
fallibility extended. You will, therefore, allow us in
matters of doctrine to contraot by degrees the do:
main'of your authority, and say upon this point,
that, ahd the other: Our Evangelisls were not in-
spived here]: Your plain, practical precepts (saving

the upiversal conscienco of mankind intuitively re-
cognizes to be right. | We think you cannot censure
us fof such- mental freedom. We but follow your
example. ' As'you burst away from an effete Juda-
ism, and the oppressive traditions of the Rabbins,
animated and encouraged * to seek the kingdom’ by
the *signr and wonders’ that attended the min-
istry of your Master, 8o we take our leave of & de-
crepit Church, and the dootrines and speculations of
our modern Rabbins ; for to us, as to you, Hedven
ond Immortality are again made known by great
signs and wonders, and confirmed by thé accompany-’
ing revelp.tiion of that *cloud of witnesses’ which
was seen by your beloved brother Paul.” ¢

In conclusion, let me say, that 1 am highly pleased
with Mr. Beecher’s Christmas Sermon, and find it,.
as you 'perceive, wonderfully suggestive. While we
Bpiritualists are daily instructed by the Church and
the world of “the follies and fanaticisms of members

|of our own body, it is well to be reminded that mem-

| bers of churches under-the very eyes of the apostles,
were wont to be become intoxicated when commermno-
'rnting the denth of their Lotd, and that in this later
day the noblest teaohdis in the Church do not hesi.
tate to retail dogmas, which deserve only. to be

reckoned among old wives’ fables. P
3t
. ORTHODOX GEMS. :

Yours, truly,
_Barrie CREEK, Mion,

Messgs. Eprrons—Reading an extraot in the Ban.

ner from the writings of & clergyman, reminded me

of former -days,” carefully prescrved in & corner of
wy desk, to whioh I love to refer ocoasionally, as

to our worthy forefathers, wherewith to satisfy the
soul’s yearnings after & kgowledge of those loved
ones who have gone from their sight, over the dark
waters of the streatn that divides time and etornity.
No.doubt these extracts were exceedingly orthodox
in their day; dnd be who had the audacity to ques.
tion their teachings, was called an infidel, and doom.

led to the place g0 graphically described, as one of

the subjects suitable to furnish the Christian in
Heaven.an opporttnity to *draw fresh pleasurcs
from the scenes below.” . . e

' wDown in the deep where darkness dwells, '
! The lantd'of horror and despair,
Justice hath bullt a disnal Hell,
. And laid her stores of vengeance there.
Thore Ratdn, the first sinner, les,
‘And roats and bites his iron bands;
In vain the rebel tries to rise, y )
. QOrushed by the welglit'of both thy hands,”

wWhero saints and angels from thelr blost abode, -
muming loud balleluiah's to thelr God,
TLook down on inners in the realms of woe, . !

_ And draw freeh plensures from the scones below."

~. Quite consoling to the Christian "parent must such,
& faith prove in thie hour of afliction! How delight-

‘| fu), after entering the pearly gates ‘of the new Jeru-..

salem, to-look.down upon a loved child gone before,
writhing in all thé agony and torment of the » scenes
‘below.” - And“even the prattling infants are sub-

g. If their authors wrote on the assimption that
Jesus was Christ and Son of God, and were destitute
of any certain knowledge of the nature of,,'his. -rela-
tion to God, dould they well avoid having their own
theories about his origin ? R

10. Is the idea of his miraculoiia oreation by the

 Divine spirit, by the intervention of & woman—which

* we find in Matthew and Luke—anything better than
- their theory to account for the. way in which he be
onme Son.of God—a theory, however, ‘h'onestly in.
vented by them ? . L

_ 11, Is hot, John’s theory. quite as good; nomely,
that ho lived along with God bofore his firat advent,
and was not born (egennethe), but was made (egeneto)
the only-begotten, without the intérvention of wo-

man? that he -himself took & body, and “flaghed at

onco o revelation of perfect monbood upon ‘the
world ? ‘that he came'in the flesh sctively—not pas-
-oively? v o T
12, Whether Matthew and Luke disagres with
may we not justly hold to theso evangelists, langua
"Something 1{ke the following:

« Beloved Evangolists, your authority is very greu&‘

with us children of the Nineteenth Century, Weé
assurms that you never orr; that every statement -of
" fact and doctrine contalned n.your beautiful'gospely
is infallibly truo, © Wo ave trained 'in this reverence
for your writlngs from' cyildpqqd, . We think it sin-
ful to question your assertions In" any—the most
insigniﬁcmit point, ‘Times have changed, dear Evgn-
" gelistd, sinco’ you were on earth, In your day, to
beliye that Jesus was Son of God, in such & sense
‘a8 no other man could be son, was to bear one's

-

 oross, But now that beliof is 80 honorable & disting-

BAYSI—= e ‘
« Reprobate infants are vipers of vengednce, which
Jehovah will hold over Hell in the tongs of his
wrath; until they turn and epib venom in ‘his fnce.’l"
The young reprobates, probably, when they find
themselves in that predicament, will begin to think

born ; and the good old Calvin disposes of the juven-
ile portion of the sinners without ceremony ; le tells
us— ‘ .

« Théy bring their condemnation with them from
their mother’s womb, being liable to punishment,

0

not for the sin of another, but for their own ; for

have-not yat produged tho fruits of
:llxtel::ux%lllqlril;;{ they have );he Eec'd inolosed in them-
selves ; ‘nay, theii whole nature i, as it were, & seed
of sin; thercfore it cannot but be odious dnd abom.
jnablo to God.” T
Very comforting to the Calvinist mother must
‘such o faith be, as sho bel;olds her darling, who but
yesterdoy was o pioture of health and happiness,

| tiow ‘turning upon o bed of ugdpy; and, as sho
| whtotios 16 « heave its thiok breath nud gasp its life

¥ *"‘%“y;ig; how calmly she ought to-resign It into the
8503 of, that_great-Jehovah, thinking it-moy pos-
sibly prove one of tho * reprobates.”” -
Thatik God 'such delusions aro fast. giving way to,
better viaws, and our Heavenly Fathor ls being re.
vealed {n his true character—ever kind, helping the
children of his love to draw nigh unto him with
freedom, trusting in his meroy, and, dovoid of fear,
viewing him in all hisworks, knowing his watebful
cat s over all. -Anil fn this conineotion Spiritualism
has o work to do: firet, to dispel the dark olouds of
superatition that have hung e0 long over tho world;

through ﬁhlqh .the.fut{l'rp 'qu;)ks dark and globmy, Ls0e tho, renson of all his copduot. because we cannot

praying to" himself! But this is only one of the -
many monstrous absurdities that 'are taught on your’

and to.teach purity, self.deplal, and forbearance, in
all our daily intercourse.yith one another, making
virtue, cliarity; love, aud truth, the cardinal points
of & fajth that will' go forth-over all the earth, Jike
‘|» white-winged angel of peace, rescuing from the
hells of . pollutipn and vice dun, brothers and sisters ;
placing them, redeomed .and !{vcd. among men, as
living instromentalities in the hands of God, with
which to carry out his ‘great designsin creating
|man. Buoch a faith is worth living for, bringing &
penceful consoiousness nothing can destroy ; and may
it find its way wherover human fuot. doth tread, gnd
be weloome- as " the beginning of the reign of peace

see tho conneotion existing between all” parts of his
system, nor discern the end from the beginning.
This, liowever, is owing in somo degree to the imper-
feotion of our faculties, and, in soifie degreg, to our
own voluntary blindness—a blindoess produced by
willful ignorance and sin on our part. We may rest
assured, however, that tho Judge of all the earth will
do right, though the manner and the means may not
at prespnt be ugderstood by us.

, THEH TRANUE.

Dear Bannen—1 find in the report of the Boston
Reform Confarence, of December 20th, some remarks

blame,us, She has ‘so bewildered and muddled us”

always such a8 that over which poor Origin stum.’
bled) we'shall always respect; especially those which .

of o fow  gleanings among the sayings of the lights -

specimens of the spiritual food dealt out so liberally

Zote for divine vengohtics, fof DF. Jonhthidl Blwards

it would have been better if they had, never been’

and love, -
* FELTONVJLLE, Mass,

MIRACLES—NO, 5.

wrought by them. .

tion of their reason,
4 new

exercise of their own reason.

his benevolent purposes, L

efforts for their benefit. . ,

A

A

Messgs, Eprrors—From the ixfancy of man, to the'
present period of the world, in the whole course of
his Providence towards him, it would seem that the
Deity has had regard to his then existing character
and condition. In the beginning, when he had made
but small progress in knowledge, avhen hig faculties
were but feebly developed, and his reason dim, he
was pleased to accompany the communication of his
will to him, by such manifestations of his power in
the miracles he wrought, s w'ould_ produce & strik-
ing impression upon the senses, becanse, at that tine,
mankind were chiéfly under the dominion of thes
and could be convinced in no other way, And it i
for this reason, I concelve, that miracles of this de-,
soription are related in the Old Testament to have;
.| been so frequently wrought., They required imme-
diate and frequent diveotion of the course they were
to pursue; and ocould, from the imperfection of their
rensox'i, receive this direoclon‘ln no other way. Such
was the character of the people at tho time of Moses
and Aaron, and such were the miracles that God

" In later ages, or at the time.when Christianity
was first promulgated, mankind had made great
progress in learning and-science, and in the cultiva-
They.were then fitted to receive
velation from God, communicating new and
important trutls, or confirming old ones in a new
way, and giving them a code of miracles of o higher
and purer standard than they had hitherto received
directly from God, or would probably acquire by the
And this revelation
was attested by miggcles of a species entirely differ-
ent from any former ope, being of a more moral and
benevolent character, and, in themselves, also in-
tended and fitted to improve their moral nature.
This evidence, arising from these miracles,in favor
of Christianity, as well ag all the other evidence of
every kind, were both addressed to the understand-
ing, and designed to operate upon the moral feelings,
and such'o.s‘ was suited to every grade of intellect and
character, aiid every subsequent period of the world.

The Deity, by reason of the plan of his government
over his rational creatures, never sces fif to deviate
from the usual course of his Providqnce, and work
mirdoles, except when the object intended to b
effected cannot be effected in the former way. Forffexplanations which, he then gave as the reasons of
if these wore wrought frequsngly, and in other. than
under extraordinary circumstances, they would either
linterfere with the intellectual nature of man, by
leaving no scope for the exercise of his readon, or
with his moral nature, by controlling with an irre-
'| sistible power his will; or else they would fail to
make much impression, and lose their efféct from
their frequenoy, and be no quﬁger distinguisl}ablo
from the usual course of events, *Mirncles are never
wrought with a view of improving the moral and in-
tellectual nature of man, since they are not fitted in
‘themselves a8 means for such n purpose, but only to
attest some communication from the Supreme Being,
or as another and more striking way of displaying
his attributes. Our moral and intelleotual natare
| must be improved by the gradual process of educas
tion and discipline, which are in the nature of things,
as it is constituted, adapted to this purpose.

With the foregoing explnnation, we con readily
understand how it is, that the conditions of some
parts of the world, and some periods of time, both iu
a religious and civil point of view, have been so much
more advantageous than those of others; how it is
that some'nations are blessed with a higher degree
of civilization dud refinement, and governments of a
ibore liberal character than others; and how. it is
that one region is enlightened by the divine rays.of
Chiristianity, while another is obsoured by pagan
.ldarkness, It is because these nations and periods
| have ditfered in their intellectial and moral charae-
ter; and while some have attained to that degree of
advancement, as to render them fitted for the recep-
tion of theso blessfngs. others are incapable of receiy-
|ing theid; on ace6iifit of their degraded condition.
Just as fust as mankind become capable of ‘living
under & free system of government, just go fust will
the Deity, in the ordinary progress of events, and by
his accustomed means, acting in connection with hu-
mdn agency, bestow it upon them. And just as fast
as by their advancoment in civilization, they become
capable of understanding the nature of Christianity,
and governing themselves by its principles, just o
pat-will 1te-light be-imparted to themz—But to bring
them to this condition, and give them this light, we
‘I must not expect miracles to be wrought; and if they
were wrought, they could not effect this purpose,
since miracles could not give them-that intellectual
and moral ndvancement ‘that are necessary for tho
com;irehension of“t,he'truths of Christianity, and the
refulation of their conduct by them, This must be
effected in pavt by the benevolent exertions of tilat
portion of mankind who enjoy these ndvantages. In
this way they will perform a duty which Providence
enjoins upon them, and in this way. will ‘they setond

That mankind-are riot more improved in their con-
| dition, in every portion of the world, ie eithor their
own fault, or the fault of their more civilized neigh-,
bors, aud o negleot for which “they are ‘08 much ac-
countable as for gther omiesions of duty. = As they
| frevly roceive, so ought they -freely to: g}vg. The
world is purposely so constituted, that tho gondition
of all, whether as individuals or nations, depeuds
very much upon one another ; and 88 we would hnve
our own happiness increased by tho benevolent.re
gard and efforts of others, so we should, in our turn,
be willing ‘to bestow this regard, and' make - théso . th
o a7 e the tenohings of Christ; and in proportion as this is.
The system of govornment.'pursue_d by the Teity Nﬁ‘ﬂ'
over his intelligent universe, is, in all " ite parts,.and
in the most enlargod sonse, & paternal one, & systoin"
designed to produce the grentest amount of vixjtuol
and happiness. And whether he confers_ his bleds-
ings, natursl or revealed, upon one individual, aud
not upon another, _and upon oh‘e‘nntion_, nnd not upon
another, the whole cause of his Providence - is'de-

aignod to effeot this greas end. It is trug, we cagnot

from Mr. Bunderland, upon the subjest of “The
Tranoe,” which docs pot huzrganize with the theories .
which-the gutleman sought to enforco upon the pub-
lic mind some years since, in regard to the manner
in which the trancg was produced, - He then declared
to his audiences that tho sleep or trance then induced,
waag by the power of his will over them; but now it
seems a8 though he renounces all oredit in the mate
ter, by saying: I kave had two hundred gnd Sfifty in
my audience entranced at one time, and these trances have
never been produced by my will, except by its acling
through the eiternal sonses of the person eniranced. 1
‘am abliged to say, that always, in this kind of trancs, it
ia self-induced .

By the number of yenrs which Mr. Sunderland has
devoted to the subject of the trance, or sleep, it would
be natural to suppose, that!by this time he would
have some clear and well-defined method to give the
public, by whiich the trance, or sleep, was produced.
He seems to divide the trance into:so many different
kinds, that one is almost bewildered in keeping ac-
count of the divisions which he makes, and instead
of being enlightened upon the subject, with his views,
it continually grows more dark.

Some twelve years ago, or more, his placards wero
placed in the most conspicuous places all over the
.country, telling the publio what he would do by the
power of his will. "The thinga were done ; but it now
appears that the manner by which they were dono
ia not so npparcut. He alleges that * the will is only
known to act through the external senses.” [T would
like to inquire how he substantiates the nbove propo-
gition, whén it is so -ably contradicted by the fucts
connected with his lecturds on Pathetism. e would
announce on one evening that he would cause the
sleep, or trauce, to be “produced before his subjects
entered the hall, A ‘
It becomes o query in my mind how his will could
affect them prior to their coming iuto the hall, when
their external senses could not possibly aid his will
in the matter? agnin, by what method would his
subjects do things which were in accordance with
his professed will, when no appeal was made to their
external scnses to do such things as were done?
agein, under whose control wero his subjects when

spirite related tosome one of his audiences, especially
when the size, formyyond appearance were not known
to Mr. 8, thereby precluding the possibility of his
having any control in the matter ? again, were the

their secing spirits, ntimely—that they were halluci-
nated—in accordance with the facts in the case, nnd
may it pot be truly said by the facts of modern
Spiritualism, that the professor was himself halluci-
nated, instend of his subjeots ? At the conclusion of
his remarks before the Conference, be speaks thus:—

1 do not believe in giving up individuality ; it is
wrong to give up selfhood.” o

May I not inquire, if too much learning has not
wrought mischief in the mind of the professor of
Pathetism, and is he not, in his advancing years,
getting to be uncharitable towards those who have
been unwittingly instrumental in helping, uncon-
sciously, to build up for him fame and notoriety ?
Pathology, pathetism and magnetism, of which he
clanims to be the expounder, could never in the world
have been introduced before the public, until some
one volunteered to give up their individuality and
gelfliood for the purpose. When Spiritualism seeks
to esmblis& its facts before the world, it is denied by
him, the right'to use the same instrumentalities
which he so foudly coveted, to establish his thebries,
unless by the commission of & wrong in so doing, 1
would like to inquire if it is wrong for me to giva up
my gindividunlity and selfhood to the control of
spirits? Was it not wrong for me to do o to Mr.
Sunderland, (as I -did,) to establish the science of
Pathetism?  Will Mr. 8. reply, and satisfy

Facy River, Jan, 17, 1859, INQuIRER,

I8 SPIRITUALISM . RELIGION P

Messrs, Evtrors—This question is often pro-
pounded, and nearly as often inadaquately answered:
What is Spiritualism, and for what was it mani-
fested t6 man, if it is not religion and designed by
our Heavenly Father for our good ? Itis either of
God or.the personage calledrthe Devil—the Orthodox
Devil. If it is of God, he must certainly have given
it to us for our greatest good in this dark state of
probation. On the other hand, if it is from the
popular” Orthodox Devil, itis contrary to all just
ideas we have ever received from the tenchings of

Spiritualism is the same thing that was mani-
feated in Christ and his followers nearly nineteen:
centuries ago—only a modification. ib form, We
more certainly obtain this influence by the circle;
and we are made to understand that all these mani-
festations aro in obedience to the natural laws of
God, and,” therefore, owing to our being more en-
lightencd thiin the world was dt-Christ’s advent, the
gpiritual manifostutions come in & way that woe can
understand the true relationship existing between
us and the spirit-world, But some -will-usk, if this
‘be-of God,‘why is there o much of evil attached to
it? - . l&..» ' T .
- Admit that thore are no such things as evil apirits,
and we fly in thef fuco of the positiv teachings of
Christ, thereby severing the present texchings from
that great epirjtunl’ luminary, whoso cqual the
world hag never had before or since his day. If we
discard the teachings of Christ, in vain may we en.
«denvor to sustain’ any we may havo at the presont
time.:, In, my opinion this is the great error that is
banging-ngw on tho neck of our heaven-sent phi:

the clinin which conneots modern” Spiritualism with

voted, in the same proportion will it be unreliable,
and ultimately become contemptible in the opinions
of the wise and good. - I beliove the time has:arrived,
'v}itti our' loving Father, that the world shall have
this demonstration to enablo us moro clearly to un-
derstand the tenchings of the lowly Nuznriue, and
it with tho. teachiugs’ we “have through Christ and
what we can now obtaih through the present unfold-
ing, vgé;!{[l;"posbring our reason and’ judgment to
. A .

they would give accurate descriptions of some of the. |

Christ and.all common sense ideas-of-a just God- -

lospphy. .. Many, too many, aro balf inolined to sever-

bear, to discriminato between tho evil and good, we

cannot possibly flourish unless we are properly con-
nected with the vine. In vain may men endeavor to
propagate Bpiritualism and rejeot the Bible. I be-
lieve.the Old and New Testawments, when properly re-
garded, are as perfect under all tho ciroumstanoces as
they should bo. In fooking at the old, we must
recollect the tine nnd age when it was writien,

The mission of Spiritualism is to teach us the

spiritualize the world, and until we learn to lead the
pure and inner life it inculeatos, in vain do we say
to Orthodoxy, * Behold our teachings from the heas
vens,” In vain may wo say to thew, © What a mir-
aole was performed here or there,” if gur lives do fiot
testify in our favor, that we have had teachings
from the spiritual world. .

In conclusion, I will repeat again, dear brother’
Spiritualist, faint not, but continue to trust in our .
Heavenly Father, for if wo will live the life the good
and truo’ of spiritdand invites and entreats us to
live, wo shall continue to have all the blessings of
our beloved and heavenly faith. Y. C. B.
Guerxe Counr House, Va., Jan, 15, 1858,

LEOCTURB BY H. B. STORER,
Mgssus, Emrons —On the evening of Sunday, Nov.
18th, I listeried to I B. Storer, at Wells’s Hall, in
Lowell, Mass. Ilis subject, * Immortality,” had
been given by Benjomin Blood, of Middlesox village.
Mr. 8. was entranced, and said :—

“The desolation of winter reigns without ; nature
is wrapping ber winding sheet of snow around the

gono; the naked branches of the trees stretoly up-
ward, a8 in pity, and, ono who had never looked on

the face of nature before, might infer that all the
bloom of summer was forever lost. But exporience

has,proved that the verdure shall be renewed. Though
we may illustrate the subject by reference to thesea
sons, yet the analogy fails, when we come to speak

of man., Who hay seen the revivified form of man,

after the body had died ?

Thiero are those who have been satisfied with the

analogy of naturo, who have trusted to their noble

intentions, have listened to voices of the spirit host,

as they have appealed to their inmost feelings. Oth.

ers must have fucts, It is Nature’s' method to deal

with both ; she points to analogy, and also to con-

crete facts,  We propose to base man’s immortality

on the facts of his counsciousuess, and on the wani-

festations. Ve can only utter our thoughts, our bey
lief; cach individual must be the finnl judge. We

love the skeptio; we love the doubter; for we know

that when the doubts are removed, he will be strong

in his new faith. Although we give thoughts which

have long been accepted by the children of men, yet

o pour through them the convictions inepired by

life in the spirit-world.

Man is as immortal in every stage, as in any stage

of being. Mau is as much immortal to-dayas he

ever will‘be. If man is not in possession of alM{he

faculties he deems’immortal—unless you find imwmor- .
tality in the essence of each faculty—look not for it

in any book, although given by inspired Mps.
1f the spirit may be considered immortal, by virtue

of its essentinl nature, then we muy expect\that it
will not be affected by the changes of the body. If
the spirit is changed by change of body, then isLe-
comes us to inquire if the change of body once in
seven years affects immortality. The old elements
of thoe body of the babe have all been changed—no
single clement remains.  If the impressions made on
the spirit arc not affected by the gradual changes,
why should they be by the loss of all at once? The
P4
body is builded by the spirit. We ‘must define tho
spirit.  That which you look on, which: first meets
the eye, does change ; the thoughts and loves do not
change. )
Review your lives ; cnll up memories, distinet and
perfect, of that which took place in tho past; you
may have varied melodies played upon this harp.
What is this being but o compilation of the experi-
ences of life, all made on the sensitive spirit ? Yet you
do not need to call back the particles that once com-
posed your body, Where is now that face through
which you looked in babyhood ? It is all gone. What-
is left? Can you make an impression upon nothing?
Can there.be an effect without a cause?  Each spirit
is & centre to attract spirit, matter from the great
illimitable ocean of unindividualized spirit. That it
is matter, is demoustrated by the fact that it is seen
by mortnl. vision. )
The body is affected by the food you eat; must not
the mind be affected by the fuod of the spirit? It is
true, whether you accept' it or not, that our food

-| nourighes the soul as well as the body. Our experi-

ence has demonstrated that, as the spirit-form is
cowposed of the clements of the animal, vegetable
sud mineral kingdom, therefore the spirit is ever in
rupport with all the life of the globe.

\gc nppeal to facts. We ask that time be afforded
toprove to you that man is immortal. Are not
manifestations made in your day ? If you will reso-
lutely close your eyes, then you must remain infidel
to the great truth of your nature. 1f a man says he
will only be convinced by argument, not by fact, then
must he still be unconvinced. Tue history of man
teems with facts of spirit-influencg; they are all
olong the line of history. Bpirit buas succeeded in
the past in demonstrating its presence.  Wheh you

gravity, by an intelligent power, is not that power
worthy the name of spjrit? When we lift a ponder-
able body, and hmM uspended in the air, we dlaim
your credence. 1f the spirit-world, and its inhabi-
tants, had never been scen or felt, then might tho
skeptie wisely deny. . o

Many suppose spirit to. be wholly immaterial,
without limit of time or space.in its notion—that it
oan permente all substance—do anything and every-
thing, without let or hindrance, = )

" Does spirit in the spirit-world attract nourishment
The gpiritunl body needs food, and receives ft~food
more refined thau yours—aromas from the most rg.
fined material substances of your cvarth, But if‘'we

What does your body need? Material foal. The
miud needs knowledge, principles. Principles nre as
really substuntial to the.mind, /s foud to the body,

" Understanding great principles makes the mind
grow: If principles arc not. substantial, how do you

you use the rock. Man feels that, although -limited,
yet ho ‘goes towards the boundless, the infinite.
Demonstrate the nature of the clements that enter
into the composition of spirit, and you demonstrate
its continuity. ~You do not throw off any elements of

gusneds that makes up its forn. Thought may be
held in abeyance, but cannot deeay. . L

+ Hope,” says the poet, *springs cternal in the hu-
man heart.’ Yes, we have found it so. Hope tnkes

| hold of possibilitics not yot realized, Who, entisfied

with present attainments, ask na more, thus places
himself on o level with thebrute. Man is neversat-

head frostdd with age.

abounding life, imwmortal in its nature.”
~ Honace A, Kriom,

yvill have to suffer the consequences. Christ says he -
is the vine and wo are the branches, and that wo,,

true interpretations of Christ’s teachings and to

eorpse of the dying year ; the spirit of the woods has -

talk of bodies, there must be a piri¢ in those bodies,”
uecount for their influence? You onn use them as -

thought, The spirit is bounded ouly by the consoi-

Oh, Infinite Father, thanke to’ theo. for this gkont

‘see~0. - ponderable - body ~moved - agrinst- the -law-of ——-

jufied, whethor at thrée score ycars and ten, or go- ¥
temporary with the rounded centuty, "The jnfait’is -
not cut off more prematurely than the man with his
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ture, classical knowloedge, eto. arts, mechanics, soulptures
. and paintings like thelrs; yet you havo those which
will compare fay orab'y—you have that which makes up that
lutcllectual stamina which would cause the anclents to wor-
ship. Intellect has advanced; Christianity has been the
motor-power, nud intetlect the meaus thtough which the pro-
gress has gmm ocoompllehed

HENRY WARD BEECHER AT PLYMOUTH
' ' OHURCH, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

,Bunday, Januery 15th, 1859,

i

Text ——"Andncoruun scribe came, and enld unte hln:i
Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou ;.':w(] f\"r
Josus safth unfo him, the foxes have hales, and the bin »io
the air have nests; but the son of man hath net where to luy
Iils head."—[ Mar., 8th chup,, 10th and 2uth verses.]

A gwod book may bo known by the amount of knowledge
which it imparts; but a better ook yeb. iy known by.tha
thought'which (¢ uxcltes. And the power of a mind fs not to
> measured by the things itcan think, so much as by the
taings 1t can make others think. 8o thit mind is not men-
~ured by tho things it brings to you, but by the things it
brings out of you. Every great, commanding spirit, makes
thase about him think even more than he thinks for them.
Iudebd, nothing is more tudlous than knowledge or philosophy
brought to us after it is completed, -so that nothing is leh for

but u waves werd rocks, thore would not
bo nuy waves at all. 8o, though water s tho advaniage of
moving quickly, it as.tho disadvaniage that esch wave is
rubbed out by the one behind it Bo thero are advantages in
"hnving quick feolings; but there stands over aguinst these
advantages this pecullar disadvantage—that when the indi-
vidual comes under one et of influcnces, the soul goes all
one way, and that as soon aa he comes under other influences
the sonl goes all another way, e belng as Impressible In ono
direction as another; so that his lfe, as regards his resolu.
i tion, ts one constant scene of tylny and untying, reefing and
unreefing., Persons with an imaginative temperament, have
o sort of vagueness about their resolutions,  They are rather
goneric and multitudinous than specific and single. A reep-
fution ought to be both thick on the back and thin on the
edge. You want the goneric resolution to glve systemnatic
action to your specific resolution; and you want the specific
resolutlon to glve point to your generic resolution.

Lersons with an emotive and imaginative temperament—
persons who have a mind that ncts quitkly, and also a strong
imagination—sée @ great deal that they don't sce. They
bring themselves into such a state that they are llke flowers,
which at daylight in the morning are all sprinkled over with
déw, but which; by ten o'clock Jn the day, aro all dry, There
are thousands of persons to whom, when they are under ex-
citement, overything seems to spoak and ring, but who, when
the excitement {s removed, relapse into the opposite state—
in the morning they are all covered with daw, but before the
day s gone every drop ls dried off from them, Thelr purposes

if they wero rocks;

ws, for the Imagination, fr the active power In us, todooyy (o 5 L o

‘Paking completed knowledge 1 like golng to market for your

watne, your hare, partridge and trout, and thus depriving

sourself of the much greater exhilaration which you might ex-

{ rrience from secking it in the fields and along tho brooke.

1' -obably nowhere else will you find this peculiar power so

.urikingly illustrated as In the record of the life of Christ;

uud without doubt it existed much more in reality thun it

\iwes In the record.” But even in the record there is sketched

that which a period of eighteen hundred. years has been

1 ling, but has not yut filled.

That Christ was indeed divine, appears frgm a hundred
signs of the endless fire which enflames every soul that ap-
proaches his words, Wherever he preached, there the

t-1pid souls of routine men began to paipitate. Men looked
' \p who had slways looked down lefore, The susceptible

.warned, the noble aspired, the practical resolved. Such was

the instance set fortlh in the text. Touched by the preaching

.+ Christ, which ran back of nll didactic forms, and struck

the source of truth, a certain scribe had been won to diselple-

=aip. Without ridding himself of his old ideas; without an-
rwering old objections; without making either calculation or
|oovision for the exigences which a radical change would

J-rduce ; In the glow of religioun enthusiustn; while yet the

1. -at was upon him—he offered to follow Christ, and become

a disciple. And if he hud had a truer view of Christ; if he

hud not been so much fasciuated with the expectation of un

\-:ward future history ; if he had been more Imbued with

tae inwand, moral truth which was presented to him—we

viay suppose the Saviour would huve encouraged him to per-
svere in following him, and sllowed himn to become his dis-
¢yde. But as it was, Christ sald to him, in language the most
t-uching—to us more touching than it was to him—+1am
yoorer than the foxes. 1 am more houseless and homeless
than the very birda."*  After this, we do not hear that he en-
Jeavored to follow Christ any more. Those words were
enough to reveal to him that discipleshlp was not going to be
respectable, or honorable before men, or lucretive; that i

was only inward benefltigply 1 Tianliness, not outwand estate,

that it promised. Diffevent individuals will judge him differ-
onll) for the course he pursued on this occaslon, -

Those who are cautious and practical will find fault with
hitn for forming such a hasty resolution us he did, while
others, who are conscientious and firm, will rather blame him
for not completing what he begun,  We differ from both these
clusses, in sume respects ; though most frum the former, Ho
ought surely to have given himself up tothe noble impulse
which he felt, and to have executed the glorlous resolution
which he formed; yet, It was better to have wished to do
right, and to have tried to do It and fulled, than not to have
g0 wished, or moved at all in the right dircction.

Pitiful as arc all mistakes, all backslidings, all broken reso- ,
lutions, in religioos life, nothing in all the wreck of these
things is so painful and gulity as to not make any good reso-
lutions or endeavors-at all. A too unaspiring heart, that
never dotermines or resolves higher things than the present,
but trudges along the dreary path of life without one spirit-
flash, without one downfall from springing too high, is one of
the most sorrowful of all the rights the world has ever bo-
held. Itis a aad thing to sce n man wish to do right and
come short of it; but It is a sadder thing to see a man that
never scems to wish to do right. 1 pass w a considerativn of
the subject of good resolutions, .

All persons—unless very stupld, or proud, or wicked—have
perlods of moral elevation, either from influences that arise
withln them, or from the pressure of dircumstances upoir
them from without. In other words, men have periods of
lool?!ng upon their ordinary conduct—and that part of it,
especially, which I8 bad—from u higher elevation: and so
they both see and feel the hatefulness and danger of their
nature, or of thelr evil. They look out upon the way they
aro traveling, and have the most significant fears, and the
strongest premonitions of its danger. I suppose this is not
peculiar to any class of men, except those who are so
thoroughly hardened in wrong:doing as to have their he;
searcd. In like manner, men have higher views of truth, u
times. There are vislons of excellonce, and of virtue, there
are thoughts of a nobler human life, there are thoughts of
eternal life, that come to men at certain houre, they scarcely
know whence or how: althdugh, in the moment of experi-
once, they feel that they are divine influences.

Now these Inspiratiois of the nature of-evil, and the ovil-
ness of evil, the sinfulness of slny these momentary risings
above the drudging influences of wrong to look from a higher
point of vigw: in judgment upon our own acts; these condl-
tions in which we have clehrer conceptions of the excccdlng
desirableness of holiness—these status or Mmen may takeon -
one of three forms,

First—they may becomo and remain as mere emotions,
As globes of water may be rocked, and all their liquid con-
tonts pwing back and Mrth undlelurbul 80 the heart and its
feelings may be agitated to oaclllntlnn ond after a while settle
down ; and then the little ‘goldon fish of vanity or pleasure
will swim put, and sport about, as if nothing had happened.

or, 5ccondly. these feelings may toke tho fornf of aspira-
tions—may become something mor¢ than mere omotions.
They may aim it some positive good. As a child, weaning, If
tt hear the mother's voice through some suddenly-opened
door, straightway yearns and cries, and, refusing.to be com.
forted, sobs and lovks toward the door, still longing for the
mother's breast—so lhe nspiring soul hungers and thursts
- afier righteousness, - -and- cannot - bo sabisfied, - -Though, from -
any cause, it.;pay make but jittle progrees towards the good,
the yearning desire yet ‘lingers; and at the opening door of
every effort, through which it inwardly hears the volce of
God, the heart points upward, longing and aspiring still,

And, thindly, when out of elther of thesc states4hiere comes .
to 1o formed o definite, practical purpose, then it bocomes &
rosolution: the will resolves to abandon ovi, or to seck to
realize good, When at sca a man suspects that the curronts
have drifted him far out of his course, ho may feel uncasy,
and yet do nothing, When at length ho takes an obeervutlon
‘and finds himself bundreds of miles out of his way; and In s
perlloul situation, he rouses up, and. laments, and wishes he -

" was where he'ought to be. Thon he rapires. But when he
eaye 10 tho man at the wheel, “Onance HEr coumsx,” thon
he resolves ; for a resolution ll a setting of the rudder; a.
resolution kept 18 a rudder hield in its placo ; and a resolution

+.—.-broken is a rudder perpetuslly changing: ~ Regolutions, then,

-

_not alike i1 different individuals,

are feellngs wrought into purposes: thoy are the lowor. tho
mldwny. or the higher feclings, brought to bear as purpows

" apon some definite object in life. Let us cxamine the nature

and operation of resolutions, \

. 'Tho naturo of differont minds has & modlfylng influenéo on
the rosult, »s has also the natuto of the things resolved, A
mind will- reproduce iteelf in its resolutions, . Resolutions ar¢
¥or insfance, mon withi
active, excitable, mercurial temperaments, are led to resolvo
easily, and are Just aa easily led to dissolve thelr resolutlons,
Under cortain clrcumstances they are alwnys saying, * Well,
1 will do evil no more;" are always saying;, *1 will at least
take huld upon this virtue and this good.” It)s apgasy to
bring them to resolve ono thing or another, as it Is for the

" wind to move s stalk of wheat this way or that, according to

-whother it Is blowing north or south, There are many men

» with sslender stom and a heavy head, who are thus easily

swayed just which way the winds of doctrine Llow, - It is not
bochuse tho thing resolved s not duly estcemed, but because
of tho mind's extreme susceptibility. It fs justas susceptible
*10 tho second thing.presented to it as to the first; as suscop-
.tible {0 the third ss to the second { and a3 suscopiiblo to the

« fourthas to the third,. This very readiness to resolve has

. banefits to compensate for its evile, Wavos all move quickly,
ond are lm 88 300D 88 formed, which wouldn't be the eue

.

‘| houso are not even furnished. Like a miser,

Porsons of an unemotivo and practical nature are not
usually Influonced to make resolutions through the feelings.
A man with such a naturo, listening to that part of a sermon
which appeals to the feelings, wiil sny, * That is very well for
those who want it, but [ am golng to walt and see what the
-subatance of the discourse {s."" And when ho can see any-
thing practical, thon he eays, *It {8 my turn: now is tho
time for mo to make resolutions;" ano the resolutions which
he makes are not comprehensive resolutions of the feelings,
but definite purposes, which respect the specinlities. While
you will find a man with an emotive and imaginative temper-
ament resolving that he will be heroie, honorable, and high-
minded, you will find the man who is unemotive and practical,
saying, “Iwill make up my mind thatI won't swear any
more, I will make up my mind that I won't drink any more;*
thus dirocting his resolutions to defi polnta,

One sprends his resolution over a great nnmber of short-
comings, while the other strikes each particular. thing in
which he wishes to reform, a8 the woodpecker strikes each
particular hole in a trec which contains the food he deslres,
He goes round the trunk of duty, probing for the specialities,
Persons of a strong will and a fixed nature, usually resolve
slowly; but when they have once resolved, they usually keep
theirresolution. A person who resolves quick, changes quick,
and does not keep his resolution ; but one who resolves slow-
ly, changes slowly, and does kecp hia resolution. What im-
pertinence do we see in instruction. DPersons having noticed
that those who resolve slowly stick to their resolutions, often
say to those forming conclusions, * You had better be cautious.
Do not make up your mind hastily.” They try to make onc
man act according.to_unether man's peculiaritics, which are
entirely ditierent from his own—a thing which is impossible.

1f a man whose feelings come quick and go quick, stops to
think about making a resolution, there is nothing of him, and
he will not make it at all. 1T he does anything, he must do It
at the time when the feeling exists.  Advising such a persun
to make up his mind slowly, would be ike » man's saying to
his ritle, * When 1 strike fire you hold on awhile, and see
whether you can send the ball to the desired polnt or not, be-
fore yon go of." Ifitdon't gooff when the spark touches
the powder, it won't go oft'at nll.

Buppose persons who resolve quickly ARe unable to kbep-
thelr resolutions?  8till the best thing they could do wag to
make them. Men must fit themselves to the peculiarities of
their temperaments, Thatds the way we have got -to- work.
It I8 folly to undertake to make one man do as another does
who hus bone where he has muscle, and stee! where he has
lend. Every men is to take hls nature according to its laws,
and- {8 not to compare himself witl others.

Difttrent persons, nefther In forming or in breaking resoli=
Tutlon’s act from tho same stand-point.  What will aflecct the
mercurinl man, will not touch his practical neighbor. A ser-
mon that makes a deep impression upon one, makes no im-
pression at all upon anvther. Some men think, “ What wick-
ed persous these must be, who can sit under such preaching,
and not be melted down !™ nnd yet the sermon may never
touch them,

There have been those who thought, it stmnge that the
equator is 8o hot, while the north pole {8 80 cold ; but the heat
that makes the equator hot never got to tho north pole, or
that would be hot too.

To il of our houses there are different doors, each having
its appropriate use. Tho master enters and roceives his cum-
pony at the front deor; but the more common part of the
househuld nust enter at tho sidodoor. Then there is nnoth-
er door at which the servants must go in; and the men who
bring packages must,deliver themat the ceflar door. 8o there
ure twenty or thirty difterent doors lending into the'minds of

door, saying, I have got a package for you," and he won't
hear you. He don't live In that part of the house. That door
is not unlocked ounce In an age. The rooms in thas part of tho

lives way.
duwn towards the kitchen. You may knock till your knuck-
les are sore, and he wont know anything nbout. TR

You may go to the imagination door and knock there, and
you may take it out in knocking, for nobody lives there. If
you go to the door of the affections and knock, you may, if you
listen, perhnpe hear eomet.hlng baying, as though a dog “Were
waked up bu nobody nppoars, for nobody serves that door.

1f you go roun Lo the kitchen door, you will probably find
some one.” If you want to find  man to serve a writ on him,
or to collect & Lill from him, you must ascertain where ho
lives, and go there. Boin orderto preach efiectually to a
Lungregnuon, I must appeal to that part of thelr mind in which
they more particularly reside.

In order to reachi*one class, I will speak to them of their in:
terests.” T will say to thern, * Gedlineas Iy profitable unto ‘alj
things, having promise of the life that now {s, add of that
which It {8 to come.” 1 will bring the Gospel down to the low

perity, and how respectable 1t is.  And they will say, * That's
right—that's qohxg it; now you are preaching to somo pur-
pose. I think if that's so I'will be a Christian.”

“They there are other men who, smlng in their pews and
llal.enh\ to such preaching, will say, * What is the use of
talking t§ people of such things? Why don't he speak of the
higher 1ife?" I will preach the Gospel to the feelings of au-
other class, and I will redch thelr hearts by appealing to the
affoctions of father, mother, husband, wife and cﬂlldron, 8O
that they will drip like trees after n~shower.” Others in-the
congregation will say, “This {6 o singular spootacle! This
man seems to have quite an influence upon thess persons,
Buch preaching would n't touch mo to the day of judgment."’
By aud by'I prench a sermon to the logical portion of my
hoarers. I have my premise and conclusion—my major, iy
‘minor, and my inferenco—and thon thess men wako up, and
‘say,  Retilly, he could do something, if he wonld only preach
that way oftener.* Thus I go where thoy live~to their in-
tellectual door. 8o every man has an entrance to his mlnd
Thero are fey who have minds ol furnished. . L
fPhore aro fow who keep all the doors in their house un-
Tocked. Ono sermon touches one class, and another sermon
touches another clnss. Each purson, when touched, must
act accordlng to tho law of his mind, and he is no, better of
worse than his neighbor for so doing. One maj solvoe when
prido §s touched ; another when vanity is touched ; another
when roor fs touched ; another when consclence is touched :
anothor when s emotlons are awakened ; another only wlien
his ntellect 18 excited.

Every one has a right to take hoalthy excitemont where he
can get it, and no one has o right to judge hlm for it. 8o
much for the naturo ofthe mind {tsclf in modifying resulutions.
1 will now speak of things on which men form their reso.
lutions, and which have o great cffoct on the resolutions them-
sclves. A resolution for leaving off will be dm‘uron!. from a

and to resolve to begin to do o thing, aro as different as reap-
ing and sowing—ns different as working in one clement, and
another. Aman finds himself surrounded by companions who
have drawn him lnsenslbly Into wrong ways, tll wrong Wwayy
have taken hold upon him, His {dea s to take the first, stops
towards becoming good by gotting rid’of those evil compan-
fons. Now a resolntion formed:thus to break away from sin,
1s very diffbrunt from a resolution formed to t4ko on & positive
irtue, For one man to eay, “I will neither gamblo or drink,"
1s diffbrent from anothor's saylng, “ I will clothe myself with
meokness as with a. garment," The attitudes of the two men
in thus resolving, are very dlfferent; and the resolutions’ aro
not only diffbrent, but the whole mode of keeping anll execut-
ibg thom will be diffarent. A .resolujion ;which touches s
single line of conduct, andanother which hureremnoe to the

wﬁole lite, mm differ as widely &s dou mnuon wmcn ro-

men. You may go toonc of a man's doors, say his logical |

tide. murl\ 1 will show how Chrlstianity leads to worldly prose

resolution for taking on, To resolve to coaso doing a \thlng,'

Iates toa elngle olement of your buslnesa. trom one whloll
oomprehends the wholo of It—and the dlfferonce is great.

There is mnnyanun who could, without’ difficulty, attend
to ono branch of the business of an establishment, who gould '
not attend to the enm‘q bysiness. 1f one ;man- says, “I.will
chnnge Just this one thing," and another eoya, X will change
everything," nlthough they both make resolutions, tho fnte:

rior meaning of the word is different in the two cases, - Re-
solutions which rospeoy, the original elements of the mind--
the trnlnlng of the'faculties, the. formation of restrictive
hablta, the dBVelopment. of dormant facultiesa—are easy to
make, but difficult tg keep and execute; yet they are all
called recolutlons;’ ‘80 that when wo say o uap has formed a
resolutidn, we only state In general terms what he hias done,
Yon will filnd that resoluuone diftor accordIng to every faculty
in the mind, as regards uwir power and the difficulty of exe-
cuting them,

1 pnss next to some conaldc‘muone respecting the succoea or
faituro of men In keeping their resolutions, All resolutions
should be made as soon' ns possible, in order that they may
take a practica! form, The first and greatest mistake in form-
ing resolutions Is, that you simply form a purpese in your
mind, but do not giveit air nor exercise. Ono single thing
done on purpose, undor a definite refolution, will generally
go further than all the will you cun bring to bear upon it,
towards clenching, or fixing it. Whon & man makesa reso- |
lution to avoid a particular thing, he should take a dourse
similar to that which he would pursuec if he werg going to
buy a horge. In buying a horse ho would saddlet and bridle
it, mount it, and trot it, and gallop it, and take it where there
.was o locomotive; and afier having tried it sufficiently to bo-
come acquainted with its qualitics, if he liked 1t he would
buy it. * 8o when a man rhakes & resolution, he should take
it out of the stall as quick as posslblo—eaddle lt, brldle it, try
it,-and sce what it I8 good for. :

If & man resolves that he won't drlnk any more, let him,
when he goes homne to dinner, sce if he can keep his resolu-
tion. Let him aim at resisting the first témptation, and say,
1 will stop right here,” If he can take one dinnor without
yielding, he can nuothet, and another; but it not, then that
resolution is not worth much.; It won't do'for a man to eay,
1 am resolved to turn from a worldly lifo to o holy one—to
become o Christlan—just as quick as I can make my arrange-
ments therefor.” It I8 exactly such a case that wo have set
forth in the text. A man says to Christ, *I am going to fol-

-[1ow you just as soon as I have gone home and buried'my

father, and got ready.” If he had gone home he would have |
forgotten Christ, and never returned tohim. Christ, seeing

his wenkness, knew this; and it was not hard or cruel for
him tosay, * Let the dead bury their dead—Ilet folks that have

no spiritual life attend to those things; if you'wnnt to follow

me, you had better doit now." 8o when a man eays, *I

mean to become o Christlan," the value of that resolution

will depend upon how soon, and how effectually he takes the

first step towards keeping it. s

A resolution that is formed and not ncfed upon, is like n
cloud phut. forms, but won't rain. Clouds, to do any good, *
muet not only form, but also let down the min; and your
resolutions must be applied to practico, orsthey are good for
nothlng as resolutions, - If a man means t6 rid himself of an
ntquumu\nco who is a bad man—and a bad man lu Inﬂnlwly
worse than one who has tho small-pox; if 8 man means to
break away from a fascinating scquainthnce, that carries hell
and damnation in her soul; or one who is destroying him by
the paison of the cup; if a man means to break away from a
companion who, by the casting of the dice, or by the light
literature of the devil, i8 winning him, through gambling, to
destruction—he will probably do it if he takes the first step
at once; but if he don't, the probability is that he won't,
DId you ever seo & young plowman work with a nimble pajr
of horses? If the horses go before he gets the plow set in
the gronnd, {t will hop and bound, hop and bound, the entire
length of the ficld, and he will do little or no execution; but
1t he hias the plow properly adjusted bofore the horses otnm
ho will turn a good furrow the whole distance.

If your resolution goes in at the beginning, you will got a8
whole furrow; but if it does not, you had better go back and
start again, It {s snid that the first step is usually half the
battle. For this reason I think men, in ~making resolutions,
havoe a sort of ekepticlnm in’ thté own ‘mind, so that they
don't helleve they are golng to succeed. Itls of the utmost
importanco that a man should &ncourage his own mind.
You must inspire hope in yoursel\ee as you do in your chil-
dren, If a child feels, “I have done it once, and I can do it
again, and father thinke 80,” he will accomplish much more
than he otherwise would. You must bait your mind, by -
creating in it feelings similar to this.,, You must render your-
solf courageous to break down sin and take on Fighteousness.

If o man gains & victory at the first step in the excculion
of a resolutlon, victory at the next step will be twice as oasily

goined, and at tho next step it will be gained stil more
easily; and by and by he-will’ acquire a kind 6f momentum
in mora} zeal, and ho will carry out glorlo'ualy what, if he
had halted in the beginning, he never would have actom-
plished at all. When you have resolved to do o thing, take |
the first step without delay, and make up your mlnd that If
you succeed in taking that, the probability is you will succeed
in taking the subsequent ones,

Many persons fail because they resolve too much, Very

strange! for the next head under which I shall speak will be *
that they d6 not resolvo enough.” It is nevertheless true that
many men fail because they rosolve too comprehenslvely, A
child, or & man, grows In goodnees just,as he docs in intelll-
gence. How do we cducato a child? It s very desirable that
a child should have a knowledge of his own mother tongue,
and be able to speak it grammatically; it is very desirable that
he should know mathematics in sll its departments, and
Latin, and Greek, and t.he modern languages; and it fs very
desirable that his hands should be trained to music. Each of
these hranches is partof an education; but suppose you were
to pndertake to have a child twelvp years of age-study them
all ot once, how absurd the attempt would bel Now there
are a great many persons who undertake moral training fn
this way. They resolve todo everything at once—all sorts
Jjumbled together without distinction. In forming: and keep-
fng resolutions, just as in education, you have got to goin
single file, and not iy battallon: You have.got to take one
step ab 8 timo. You must form a gengric pprpose, and hold
that back, while you oxecuw it, indlvldual thing by indlvldunl
thing,

For Instance, & man nays, '“1 hpve 8 very dlsagroeoble tom-
per; itis my duty to reform, and I am resolved that I will,'
Now no man ﬁ‘m reform hls bad tomper in general. He may
say to himsclf, “I am very apt when I go home to spend my
111 temper upon my wife, I will direct my ensrgles to correct-
{ng this one fault first. - The others'I will take as they come
along, Iam like Mount Etna, sometimes, to her—I puur out
lava—I drive tho poor creature almost to distracilon.” (0,
you need n't look round to each other. ‘It is You I mean.)
If he would succeed in overcoming his bad temper he must
say,** 1. will- look that one- development of fi-In the face; and
subduo that, I will begin ‘on that to-dsy." . A person will
say, “Is that the best wuy? Ho manifests no better temper*
towards others. He is just as ygly to his scrvants, and a
groat. deal more g0 to persons who owe him, and ‘can't pay
bim. Ieay, Justlet him take that one fault and ovarcome It
firet, and thin ho will be the better able to overcome the
others. I havoa horse that 18 very restive. Ilo le afrald of
» locomotive. There Is ono passes near my house every
morning. I will take him down to tho raflroad and practice
him on that, To-morrow I will take him down and practico
him on it again; and if he can stand thatone, I am not afrald
of the thirty or forty others that are in tho depot. One is
a8 good as forty, Thus it is best to begin one thing at once,
gnd If 8 man can maintain’ his temper bt homé with his wife,
he can maintain it anywheroe, 1f a man can etand under his
own roof, where, more than anywhere elss, his feelings aro
unclothed ; whore, more than anywhero clse, ‘hig soul is apt
to bo swept by waves, one way or tho other; where ho has no
vanity or prido to exort a restraining influcnce upon him—if
there he can govern his temper, and be & decent and respoct.
able man, Lio can anywhere. The amount of moral strength
he will gain by that achlovement will enable him to control
his temper undor other olroumstances, Theroforo, in attempt-
ing to correct an evil disposition, don't attempt to correct all
tho differont phases of it at onco, but single out somo one
characteristic, and practice yourself on that. Thus you glve
point and direction tp your efforts; and when you hove suc-
coedod thore, you will ba able to succeed everywhero olee, 1
fool that this is more important than I hsve thado you fool
that it fs.

. In my position as teachor, being oonltantly called upon to
advise pooplo In this dopartmont of thelr lifo, with refererice
to beginuing and carrying on resolutions for amendmont, I
*have beon struck with the fact that men fritlor away the head.
and fall of tholr resolutions, bocauso they do not know how to
bring the stream to boar direetly upon the wheel of purpose,
and turn it. A man buys s hundred acres of woodland, and
says, *1am going to have an orchard, a gardon, grain flold,
mowing land, and pasturage.” Now suppose he phould say,
“1 am golng to havo them all at onoos™ héw absurd fi would
be! Ho can't, be dnhﬁlnz his land, And sotting out fruft

“| once a month; some only once a year; but there is not a re-
golution formed that does not neod to be wobnd up occasion- |-

umber. l{e must first cit off the, {imbes ion’ " grhn ot e
Toots, then draln off the superflucus molstare, then’ put‘ln it
ally his orchard and ganlep; will cpme;Jorward; and by the
time he obtains all ot which ho.at first ‘almed, ten or, ﬂnoen
youn will hove passod. ms geneﬂo purpose is to haves
farm, with nll these varlous improvements; but in executing
this purpose, he {s obliged to make one improvement ata’
time. 80 a man, as a moral belng. must have one general
purpose, and §n execuling i, ‘one thing must be wcompllehed
ofher, or ho will fall. - A man who desires to be good,

ut who, for waijt of Informntion. does. not know how to go to
work to make himself 80, after he has fallen down, and got up
again, repeatedly, in his. attempts to overcome his failings,
and allto no purpose, becomes disgusted, and says, **1am
tryjng to go ngulnst my’ noture. Idon't belleve lhem is any-
thing in ft."

Mnny mon are deutroyed. Just froma wont of intelligence
as to the mode of proceeding in the work of personnl reforma-
tion.  And here let me speak of a practice.which is prevalent
among Protestant salnts, By PROTESTANT sAINTs, I mesan
men good enough to have thelr lives wrltt.en. and to have
them published by the Tract Bociety.' There {8 no harm in-
writing down a long string of resolutions: You will find In
President Edwards's life two or three pages filled with resclu-
tlons, of which I beliove there are soventy in number. I re-
colloct when I began to be a satnt, I read Edwards, andI don't
know how many other men, and undertook to be all of them,
all together, Among other things, I used to pray six times a
dny, whether I had anything to say or not. Then I-wrote
some resolutions, I got down sume twopnty. but I found it
hard to think ornnythlng to put down, - I'don’t recolloct that
1 kept any of them. Now whon you havo learned, by actual
battle, that you can overcdme an evil disposition, you may
make o resolution over against a victory, in a form something
llke this: *I am resolved, having found. by experience that
I possess the ability to do so, that hereafter I will abstain from
this or that bad habit.” But let your resolutions follow your
victories, and not precede them, If you wish to wrile down
fiftecn or twenty resolutions that will cover the gréund you
have tried, to be a comfort to your memory, there is no objec-

tion to your doing it; but don't fall into that conventionalism
which would lead you to write your resolutiors first, and test
your ability to keep them afterwards, Itwill be time to write
them in your Jjournal after you have tried them nnd found
them to be practicable.

I havo said we undertake too much. On the other hand,
people do not form resolutlons enough. For {nstance, they
resolve that thoy will correct some singlo thing, without re:
momberlng that this single thing stands connected vmh col-
lateral things, and that their resolutions must cover  groups
and famflies. Human ife Is like cloth, which has athousand
threads, that all lio slde by side, 80 that what each particular
thread is, depends upon what f8 each side of it. Ifas man
is golng to change specifics, he has got to'ask all the compan-
fons of those specifics if they will change too. For Instance,
a man canuot change his moral habits, 8o long os he retains
his old assoclations., Ifa man 'ehoul_d say to me, I wijl be
a reformed drunkard, but I will continue todp to grog shops,
and to mingle with drinking men," I would¥say to him, “If
you do continug to go to these places,andto mlngle with such
men, you will xor bo a reformed ‘drunkard. In order to re-
form, you have got to make three or four resolutions; you
hiave got to resolve that you won't go to grog shops; that you
won't associate with men who drink; and that you won't
take ardent spirits; and the last one you will ‘keep, by keop-
ing the‘others, All men's habits go in groups, and you must
affect & great many more than a single one, if you are golng
to change that single one,

Hablts are like Jeaks in the roor of a.house, Through such
s leak the water will drip night and day, and will wet the

-~

owner may keep bailing, and sweeping, and drylng;ond yet
tho dripping continues, so long'as he neglects to stop up the
leak, Now there are a great: mnﬁy men who are continually
bafling qut thelr faults, but who fail to stop the leaks through
which they come, 80 that they run in at one point as fast as
they are balled out' st another. If you would rid yourself of
your faults, you must remove the causes which lead to them.
You must shingle the roof, and then you cap stop the flow,
and.r¢pair the damage.

“When men endeavor to turn frem evil to good, they make
mistakes in this respect oftenor than in any other. When
you miean to take a journoy, you should mark out yourcourse
before yon"met. ‘out. « The best way for a man to reform his
character, Is to make up his mind to be a Christian: the best
way to break off from drinking, gambling, stealing, Iylng, or
any other vice, Is to become a Christian—to be a child of God
—and apply your moral influences to them, Take the foun-
tain-head; for if you have the reservoirs, you can turn on any
faucet you like; but if you have no fountain-head, no reser-,
volr, you may turn empty faucets, and gel not & drop, Lela
man bring his mind under the constant inﬂuence of theliving
will and mind of God, and say, I will ntbempt to form my
life after the pattern of his life; but in detail, I will take one
thing at a time,” This is what s called by philosophers, a
goneric purpose, It coverd the whole of man's life, but you
must carry it out by epoclal volitfons. I haveaclockathome
‘that strikes not only the hours, but the quarters. ¥or in-
stance, at seven, it strikes just seven; ataquarter-past soven,
it first.strikes the hour, avd _then the quarter; at half-past
sevey, it first strikes seven, Bua then tho two-quarlers; and
at fony~ﬂve minutes post seven, it first strlkes seven, -nd
then the three-quarters,

Now, whenever you want to keep a reuolutlon. you must
strike the generic first, and the epecific afterwards—firat the
hours, and -then the quarters. A man who, in human lifs,
has no comprehensive plan of what he is going to be, and

no specific modes of carrying out the general plun of his life,
is like a person who_has n-good--body, but neither feet nor
hands. Both kinds of rosolm.lons are ossuntial-—the genorie
and the epeclﬂc.

1 remark, once more, and only once, that all resolutlons re-
quire to be newly furmed, reviowed, restored. They are like
‘clocks, Bome clocks aro.mado to run twenty-four hours;
some are soven-day clocks; soms will run three weeks; but

more or loss often, Resolutions ruwm ke clocks. . Some want
to be wound up overy morning; some every week; some-

ally; and mauy o man failg to keep hlo résolutions, because
he do o't wind them up,

discouraged from attempling anything ‘new on account of
thelr past experience. They eay, “Ihave tried to be good,
till I am gatisfied thore 18 no chance for me.” 1t s strange
‘0 see - how many men fall off into the trough of the nea from
this caueg, and lot the waves sweep over them; snd howy
- | despair gels - into - young--minds,--X-suppose I-shall-speak-to |-
'.he experience of thousands in this congregation when I ex-
presa my: bellef that there {s not & man who does not, before
he'arrives at the ago of fifteen years, say to himself, “It.is of
no use for mo to try to be good; I uay as well make up.my
mind to go to hell, and done with ft.” It was Just so with me,
I gave up and eaid, "I may as well take the good of life as I
‘go along.” "That kind of despair, and tho reaction of it Into
desperation, are very common and very dangerous, and re-
sult, In part, from a ‘mis-estimation of tho benefits arising
from resolutions that are mot perfectly kept. Suppose you
did not do sll you meant to do; suppose you did finally break
your rosolution, was It not better that you should attempt to
bo good, than that you should full without n resolution?
Buppose a man's house s dntered by robbers, and after he
has fought them manfully from' door to door, hp s at last
overcome, and his house is robbed; itis some comfort to
him, ag he lles grooning and woundod to bo able to say,
“Thoy didu'¢ get it without fighting for it. 1 did the best I
could." It is botter that a @nn formresolutions, even though
by and by he may bo unable to*keop: them, . The moral ad-
vantage of having;tried to keep & rosolutlon, is a great -deal
more than that of having glven up without trying. You who
have mado resolutions, and have not succeeded §n oxceuting
them, should not consider that your efforts to ‘execute them
are all lost, You gnined a great deat In trying to keop thom,
although you did not achleve a complete victory.

Our whole life I8 a serles of endeevore with shorlcomlngs.
Bome porsons say, * I ablior myself when I go to God with
roeolut.ions I have not fulfilled.” 'l'hore fs not n living man
that is not doing this all the tithe, - Bome ére doing it under
more rovomblo clrcumetencoe than othors; but all of us are

only Napoloon, for we npver reckon countorfnlle) died, lie
left, all over Franuce, works begun. but unfinlehed—founda-
tions lald; ocolumns panlyw statues portly formod—
Inceptions of things that woro to'have boen, To seo what he
meaht to do when death cut-him down, Is enough to make |-
men fool how Jittlo. thoy are, compared with that glant of
modern tlmoe—though far from belng the ben mun or hls
ago.

Mori should liye so that God und iho angels will gay

tms,ond ralsing. guln ‘sud hay, wmle bo fs removing tho

-

grafng, and prepare his meadow.and pastire Iaud, and grados }you could wish,

what he {s going to do; or, on the other hand, a man whohas {-

no clock will run forever. They sll have to be woundup {,

In closing, I will remark, first, that there are mnny peraons :

oomlng shoit, incessantly, bofoto God. Whon Napoloon (the |

Cedb o

s the paulens thm. lhey reand ‘colunins
forinéd statues there."’ If- you

o

5 unable ‘to acoomplish .n

brokeq resoluuone with more compoeure thon they ought to,
oh; whst & retrospect there 18 {n 1ife; ff s man oduld only nes
his'own history! - What & wonderful retrospect it would be,
Af youcould call up all that you thought and you felt in ".be
boors of fear; all that you thought and you felt in the hours
of grief; all that you t.hought. and you felt in the hours of
angulsh; all that you' thought and you felt in the hours of
exposure. all that you thought and you feit, and you prom. *
{sed when' you overhung that blackest gulf on elrth—the'
graye; all that you thought and you falt whon the hurricane
~the great dlsutor of life—struck you; all that you thought °
and you felt when you lay languiahlng undor disense, bej
unablg,to ralso your hand t6 your own mouth. all thnt. you _
thoug® and you felt when God overwhelmod you, 88 the
onk fs overwhetmed by the wind in a budden storm.in sum..
mer, rending §t, splming i4 uprooting ft, leveling it to the
ground; all that you' thought and you felt In ,the hoursof '
your highest rellglouo ecstasyl As we go back o old trunks
and draw out pnckoges of letters oonmlnlng wonderful memo-
rials of history; this package of childhood, this of early love,
this of mother, and this of father—aa from old trunks wep '
bring forth these mute momorlals of. Aaffection; 0 men some-
times go back to the ooﬂ'on of memory and bring forth past -

bpek upon thefr past history, would say, “Oh, the unkept .
resolutions; oh, the broken promlsea. oh, the unfulfilled de.
terminations of my lifel" Itis better that you formed them,
but itis to be deplofed that you broke them. Do you not
now call to mind some of those more solemn ones that took
the form of oaths? Are theie nol men here whose red blood -
hotokens health, that can recoliect the. day when. they could
see the sun through their pale hands as they lifted-them up .
t0.God, and said, * Give me health, and I will give that health.
to thee ''~~aro there not such men here on whom a score of
years of health have been bestowed sinco they made that
VOW, every Year, every month, every week, every day, every
Thour, every minute of whose lives, during all thlu time, has
been & perjury? [
Friends, is it not time for us to look oner our reeolutlona
to seo what we have resolved, what we have triedto do
what we have executed, and what remains to be done? A
farmer goes through his ofchiard, to ascortain the condition
of the trees therein. He finds one that fs all covered with "’
green branches full of promlalng buds, and he uyo, “This {s
ngood treo yet." Ho finds another which has some dead -
branches upon it, but which is sound in ‘all other respeots, |

tree is good for twenty years to comg.” By and by he comes
to a tree which Is very much decayed, All the braziches
pointing towards the south,and. those pointing towards the
north, aredead. The bark is falling offt There.is nothing ,
about-4t which {ndicates that it is yot alive, except one little
branch on one warm side, which holds up its green banner,
4s much as to say, * We still survive.” The furmer looks at
it, and then says, *Boys, go at it; you mny as well cut lt
down. It will never bear any more."

If God shonld dome into this congrexntion. and look around,
of how many would he say to his messenger, *Prune that
man; there is life in him yet?" Of how many others would
he say, “Clcanse the bark, scour-the trunk, be will bear more .
fruit ?“ And of how many others would he say, “This {g'a
dead tree. It will never bear anything again, Cut it down,
and burn it up®" Christian bretliren, let us look well. into
this thing. If- we are alive, where fs the fruit that shows it?-
If we are allve, where are the indicntlons that we are ® And
if we are dead, why ought we not to be cut’down and cast .

-1
OBITUARY. .
_ Born fnto’ the higher life, on the morning of Jaunuary 6th,
1859, GrAcE, eldest daughter of ‘8. T.and Lavenia Munsox,
aged eleven years, four months, and seven days.
.To mourn for her, or wish her back, would sesm nlmoet
selfish. Bhe was too tender and sensitive a flower for earth,
ssessing qualities of too refined a nature! to find happine:s
fo coutact with the world, but which, in spirit-life, wm unfold
{n truth, beauty and lovelincss. She was o truthful and lov-
ing child, and can bat become a pure and elevated spirit, and
will doubtless return, as she promised, and become the. guar-
dian of libr little sisters. 8he manifested no alarm or anxiety
on being informed that she oould not live; but, on she con=
trary, endeavored to comfort and sustain’ her parents and
friends, bldding them *not to weep, for she was assured that
she should be happy.'” B8he said “the svgels were with
her, presenting beautiful sconcs, and giving her beautifnl
thoughts,” Througghout the last hours of apparent intense
agony, her spirit seemed entirely sej aratéd from a conscious.
‘ness of heér condition. Bhe was engaged in play with chil.
dren, and ssemed rrfechly bappy, saying repeatedly that she
saw her *Cousin Josie," who had pnssed into the spirit-world
some time previous. On being recalled, and asked if she still
know her friends, she answered, * yes, I know you all; why'
should I not?" and would join in remark upon what mighG
bo said. 8he spoke repestedly of a huuse she-stw buflding,
and towards morning she turned and sa{d, . * Now I am home,
and here wo will live and speak {n poetry always.” At early
morning, when the sun had just risen, she passed qulety and

ave boen opeued, we should no doubt have seen her spiris
borno upward by those angels, of whosé presence sho was 80
entirely conacious. )
Our Gracle has gone to the mumlon B
8he beheld with the spirit-sight; .
Bhe hus finished her short life-mnissfon,
A poem of beauty and light. ,
We treasure the words of our darling: -
* - »Mamima, do not weep for me deur;
+  The love that I bear you is Inating,
Your Gracle will ever be near,
" Tell the pets I will often be with them'
In play; and to guard them I'll try,
For un angol has juat. now whisper
That Grucie will never dle.

Give my love to all who have known me,
“And forgive me all I've done wrong, '
And, papa, now come and kiss me, O
I cannot remain with you long,
And, Aunty, I ses Cousin Josjo—
She is bending above us now;"
(As she spoke, spirit-lights fiashed o'er her,)
. And a radlant star gemmed her hrow.
. Then a cloud passed at early downing.
' And hid the sunlight from a flower,
Thus ft faded in life's young morning,
And passed to an angel's bower, .

Thus flowors of beauty rarest,
.. But gladden our eyes awhile,
And goms that eparkle fairest,
‘ First walcomo the ungel's smllo. -
Thoy but linger near the portal, e
That opes to the morniug land,
To teach us that lovo is Immoruﬂ.
Ere joining the angel band,
The limner can trace but the creature.
) Tho scul{lwr but fashion fts mould
" . Of the sonl, mem'ry treasures cach feature,
. Aud love's fire can nover grow cold.
T e pots,” alluded to her little sisters Josephine and

The pow loses fta epring. nm Isalways bent; and the mind
will ngyer do mugh, unloss It sometimen does nothing,

"WHOLESALR AND RETAIL DHEALERS.
Our friends will confer a favor on us by purchasing the .
Bawxzg at the News Dxpor in the towns whore they reside,
if ono ls kept there, theroby encournging the Paper Déaler.
to keep'the BAxxER or.Lienr on his countor. They may bo
had at tho following places, wholesale and rotafl ime .
NEW, YORK-—-Ross & Tousky, 121 Nassau street' 8. T. Mox-
- sox, § Great Jones streot.
PHILADELPHIA~F, A, Drovix, 107 Bouth Third ltreets
' Barry & Henox, 836 Racg street.
BUFFALO, N, Y.—T. B. HAwxxs, . 5
CINOINNATI, 0.—8. W, Prase & Co., £8 Weet 6th nmo. i
MICHIGAN~—ApRIAN—JoxL HANDY; loNia—B. L. WxLos §
- CoLowaTER—N, T, Wuznnu.
ILLINOIS—Cuioaco—Hioorxs & BroTHERS; Rovmlb—n-
H. WaLpo; PEORIA—STRICKLER & BRoTHNRS.
INDIANA=Rrommonp~-8, ELpzx.. :
MIBSOURI~8r. Lovis—E. P. GRAY. . - i
LOUISIANA—NEW ORLEANS—A, Darrxruoxr.
TENNESSEE—MEMPRIS— ——nes, .
‘WISCONBIN—MILWAUKIR~W, Ereis

NOTIOES OF .ﬂE'I‘INGB.

Bostorw.—Miss Lizsiz Dores will lochure ab: ﬂw lﬂelodeﬂ"
on Bundoy nfternoon md ovenlng pexb~ .

A Cncu for trnnoe-lpelklng. &o, lo ho!d every Bnndl
rRlnz. at 101.2° oc!ock. at: No. 14 Bromﬂold nt.mo:. 'Ade
on § cents, . - e !
Mnmxau 1% OHELIRA, on-Bundays, mom H.‘
at’' Gunp Hawy, Wlnnldmmet otroel. D.
ulor spoaker, Roatsfree. - - . i
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let there bo memorials et least of what yoy
 meantand tried to do. Bome meir look ‘back upon a life or i

and he says, *Boys, trim off these dead branches, and this .

wi out? Why should we be cnmboren of the ground ® 7
carpets and chalrs, and everything else in the room, and the |

Keacemlly to the morning-land, and could our spirit-vision -

Loulsa, ond her disesse’ wasmembraneouscroup. M, ;;,.Q,M;' .

and cvenlnr .
Gonnnb. nl‘ ‘

Lawkxxor~The, Spiritaslists ol’ Lavmnoo hold e lll’ .

Lonw—-’l’he Bplmn-mh of nuls cuy bold-n&:u, A lhll. :

%xperlencen. How many here to-day, if they were to look '
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