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MATERIALIZATION IN BAN FRANOISCO,

To tho Editor of the Banner of Light: .

Since materialization is the most astonishing
as it is the most convincing form in which Spir-
itualism has been presented on this earth, it is
incumbent on those who have witnessed it to
bear evidence of the truth asit appears to them,

. In this city no small controversy and even acri-

mony have existed in regard to the genuineness
of such manifestations made here, among those
who, for the sake of the cause they are main-
taining, should be more charitable toward the
views of each other. The two materializing
mediums of this eity are Mrs. Crindle and Mis.
Sawyer. Of the latter I shall not speak, as I
know nothing personally of her doings., With
the former I have had considerable acquaint-
ance as a medium, and-have seen.her materiali-
zations in almost every condition. Xer rooms
are in a large, public lodging-house, the owner
of which is a Catholic, and has no connection
with any kind of Spiritualism. They consist
of two rooms. The front parlor is about 10x25
feet, fronting westerly on Third street, one of
the principal streets of the city.. There is but
one entrance to it, which is from a short wing
of alarge public hall. The remaining, or dark
room, is easterly of the parlor, opening into it
by folding doors extending the larger part of
the side. This room is about nine feet square,
and has no entrance nor any opening from it
except by the folding doors. To the northerly

" of this little room is a small room which opens

into the main hall, but which formerly con-
nected by a door with this room, which door-

-~ way is now strongly and closely boarded and

spiked, the paper which covers it being, at the
corner proximate to the materializing corner,
partly torn off by investigating skeptics trying
to find & clue to the discovery of fraud. The
little room on the north has been occupied ex-
clusively by a single man as a sleeping-room,
who, a8 I am informed, regards his mysterious
neighbor and her intelligent visitors as a lot of
Junatics. . o
At one evening of the public materializations,
taking idvantage of the absence of the occu-
pant, a-‘ﬂ'rofessionul gentleman of large intelli-
gence and strict Yeracity, to remove all doubts
of communication from that room, occupied it
with a good light before the adjoiningroom was
darkened or materializations were commenced,
and for about an hour afterwards, and the dark

‘room was thoroughly examined before the .me-

dium entered it ; no one but-the medium was
admitted into it. The materializations went on
as usual, and as many as three materialized
human bodies appeared at the door at one time.
In the meantime the well-known voice of Mr,
Gruff, the presiding spirit of the dark séances

could be heard making good-humored calls to
the gentleman in the northerly room. In about
an hour that gentleman returned into the main
room and vouched to the perfect certainty that
no communications were made with that room.
The following is a diagram of the rooms, show-

" ing also the connection with the main building

and streets, and particular positions at private

sittings: '
Third street.

B

Mission street.

°F
-A‘ 'D»EA

A The Parlor,

B Entrance Door,
¢ Folding Doors,
‘D 8mall Tablo, -

¥ The Dark Corner.
G The Northerly Room,
H The Maln Hall, .

The room immediately below is alarge high
store-room, extending back twice as far as the
materializing rooms. It isoctupied asa Jew
clothing store; the occupants are neither vis-
itants nor believers in the materializations.
There is not the shadow of - & chance for a trap-

" door. The furniture of the dark room:is very

simple, & small table, a small wardrobe on the
east. side, & burean, -three or four chairs, and
a few musical instruments, the latter being

’

‘mine for strength. She Is perfectly and com-

placed in the dark corner., The room has always
been open for exnmination. I myself, and more
than fifty others, have at various times exam-
ined it to our satisfaction. The medium isa
plain, honest-looking woman, a resident of
Oregon before her removal to San Franclsco.
She has not~ been a traveler, has had no oppor-
tunity to study legerdemain, and has never
been known, 8o far as I can'learn, to have prac-
ticed it. It is simply ridlculous to suppose that
she could perform the feats of an accomplished
Jugelor without the juggler’s conditions, much
less tho exhibitions I have witnessed, which far
oxceed any known feats of jugglery.

There are three modes of exhibition: One a
dark circle. The next a circle partially lighted
by a large lamp, which is so far regulated that
sufficient light is glven to distinguish a face at
the door, and ordinarily in the circle when in
close proximity. The third, and most reliable,
is the private exhibition in the dark room par-
tinlly lighted. The leading spirits are, first, Mr.
Gruff, the presiding spirit of the dark circles,
and assistant at materializing circles. He can,
only materialize in the dark. He has a beauti-
ful masculine voice, which in both talking and
singing is full of melody. He is decidedly a live
spirit, full of ready wit.and repartee. Heap-
pears to penetrate your most private doings,
distinguish persons outside at a distance, and
read letters in the pockets. He usually speaks
through along tin horn, and his voice can be
heard coming from all parts of the room. Lat-
terly he lights the speaking end of the horn with
s phosphoric light. The controlling material-
izing spirit-is Mr. Bird. He has a kind voice
and a good face, and he materializes at all public
circles. He also intelligently answers questions
by written communications. The most per-
fectly materialized form is Inez Logan. She ap-
pears on all occasions, has a soft sweet voice,
and a handsome face and figure, Her figure,
voice, and even her countenace in the material-
ized condition, are well known to the writer,
and those who have frequented the materiali-
zations, She was personally known in her life-
time to n gentleman who calls to see her often,
and with whom she claims to have been in love
when living, He is a believer in the reality,
almost to fanaticism.

Another well-materialized spirit is Star Eye.
She has a peculiar and well-known voice, but
always appears in a stooping attitude. Another
thoroughly materialized spirit is ‘*Grandma
Miller,” a very old lady—for they all material-
ize as they appeared when they departed. Her
face is well known, and she has only two teeth
in her head, which she allows any one to ex-
amine ad libitum. She is very loquaclous, and
talks of old times up in Vermont, and shows
themhow to bake “slapjacks,” &e. Father Mat-
thew’s face is known to a good many, but I have
never seen it under sufficiently favorable eir-
cumstances to catch the precise features. I
have had five private séances; once alone, twice
with one other, and twice with two others; all
in the daytime., Just enough of light is let in
through the folding-doors from the front room,
to distinguish and recognize materialized forms
passing in front of the opening and the coun-
tenance by examining it at the door, where
I have examined carefully the countenance of
Inez. Ihave seated myself each time by the
side of the medium, so that I could feel her, see
ler outlines, and reach all over and behind her,
She has never put us under any special condi-
tions, except that she has requested that the
small place about 3x5 feet in the dark corner
should ‘not be occupied by us, as there was
barely space enough for the materialized forms
to rise and stand there, there being alsq several
musical instruments placed in the corner. I
have, however, put my hand clear around into
the dark corner, and felt the patting of the
hands which I could not see there. ‘The medi-
um seems always desirous to give us the best
possible conditions for examining, only request-
ing harmony and but little noise. Inez usually
comes out first, steps around to the light, ad-
vances and salutes us, and afterwards usually
comes around to me and places her hands in

pletely formed, only I haye not yet been able
definitely todistinguish tfie beating of the pulde
and heart. She Is as natural as-in life. \Each
time I have talked with her about twenty min-
utes. She shows nearly an average amount of
mind for a girl of twenty-two years, very kind
manners, strong affection and great purity, I
have seen evidence which I cannot here detall,
called forth by pure accident, which almost
convinced me of her pure spirituality.

Latterly one purporting to be my sister has
appeared first to me. Of her identity I cannot
fully determine, ns she has not been able to
show her countenance, and has only been able
to speak a few words ; but her height and figure
appear to correspond exactly. She comes neat-
1y and very fully dressed. Herappearance seems
accompanied with considerable pain, and she
displays evidence of the deepest emotion and
affection. Atonesitting a very tall materialized
form appeared to the lady sitting with me as
her mother, and a small girl asher daugbter,
both of whom she recognized as such. Another
figure has been partly materialized before me,
showing the height and a partial form covered
with materialized drapery. She was represented
as a friend whom I had known from.childhood.
Isaid: “Howcan- I tell that it is you, since I
cannot see your face nor hear your voice?”’ The
medium then described her clairvoyantly to per-
fect identification. What appeared and pur-
ported to be the same one, I have seen rising
before, but could only perceive a dark strong
ghade, with complete profile. Another form I
have seen several times rise up over the table,
with head, arms and drapery; but the lower
portion of the body did not seem to be material.

dium. Shealways comes sweeping widely her
drapery over the room.) Each one has a pecu-
linrity of manner and ‘movements, and all the
volces are very distinet,'peculiar, and generally
very melodious, Ihavewitnessed two or three
times the dematerlalization of Inez. Sho com-
menced todematerinlize stitlin frontof theopen-
ing in the door, but her head would incline to
the dark side of the medium, the brain-power
appearing to return toward the medium from
whence it came. The drapery and lower part
of the body appeared to sink into the floor as I
stooped over to watch it disappear. Ihave also
shaken hands with Mr, Gruff, his hand only ma-
terializing, and visible tome. Iletook my hand
with o strong masculine grasp. I have seenat
these private sittingsas many as three material-
ized forms at a time, and as many as seven dis-
tinct forms appearing separately. I have also
watched the singular phenomenonof building up
from short shapeless shadows to full life-size
ones, with form and complete profile; arms and
hands without body, or with a plece of a body,
and apparently fingera without hands. Insome
of the public circles have been exhibited many
interesting things, although not so satisfactory
as at the private sittings, I shall leave them for
others or for another oceasion to describe, Liko
exhibitions have been made to many others;
not all, however, have taken so -much pains to
obtain tho fullest views of tliese astonishing
phenomena.

Amongst the observers are scientific and pro-
fessional men, merchants and artists, seeing as
I do, with the natural eye—practical men, who
are the hardest to deceive and the keenest to
detect jugglery. All, so faras I know, havebeen
actuated by a high desire to know the truth, and
avail themselves of these tangible and super-
human proofs of a future existence. Many old
Spiritualists have condemned without seeing;
none, however, that I know of, have gone so far
as todispute the actual appearancesof flesh and
blood, but attribute it to expert jugglery. They
say the materialized persons are too real, but
they have never yet been able to tell where all
these different ladies, gentlemen and children
have been concenled, and how they are so deftly
brought upon the scenes. Others require the
conditions of examining éach time tho person
of the medium, and pld\?‘g o galvanio battery
or some delicato ‘arrangéribnt by her to deter-
mine her movements; a8 though several full-
grown persons could be concealed under the
Indy’s skirts, or that each movement of hers
would bring forth a matured human being!
These births may well be compared to, Minerva
springing from the head of Jupiter. A distin-
guished lady Spiritualist has denounced theso
materinlizationsin a public lecture, always tak-
ing care, however, to mention no names, If
found in error she can still exclaim, *“Thou
canst not say Xdid it!" -Nelther will she an-
nounce lier opinion on the authority of lher
spiritual guide. Her views, I think, can be ex-
plained on two grounds—mistake of facts and
mistake of laws. All the ordinary spiritual in-
telligence is given, as exhibited by clairvoyants,
with the addition that the voices come from
without the medium, But other great psycho-
logical laws and extraordinary scientific achiove-
ments are manifested.  The mechanical and
chemical composition of the human body, from
the floating atoms of the atmosphere; the cur-
rent of electric or astral fluid from the medium
and mediumistic pérsons, as an instrument for
the workmen to perform their work; and the
Miqw of the brain-power from the medium to the
materialized forms, appear to be some of the
wonderg of this great work. As I havo never
yet been conWe‘bﬁﬁef of Spiritualism,
Iam open to o ion or conviction of the
truth, whatever it may be; but I cannot be con-
vinced by the mere denunciation of persons,
with whatever fame they may plume them-
selves, who will neither go themselves to see,
nor accopt the most authentic statements of the
facts, as'given by others. . 4
8an Francisco, 1880,

AN INTERESTING BITTING WITH
WATKINS.

To the Editorof tho Banner of Light:

I have had a second sitting with Mr. C, E.
Watkins, a private one, which I propose to give
a brief account of, as I think such important
facts as occur in his presence cannot be kept
toc much before the public mind.

I commenced by writing a name of a deceased
friend, and a question, on & slip of paper. Six
of thesoe slips being thus prepared, and placed
on the table, Mr. Watkins, who had retired from
the room while the writing was being done, re-
turned, and requested me to point with a pen-
cil to the folded papers, which, I may observe, I
could not distinguish the one from the other.
Having told mo to hold a particular pellet in my
hand, he said, * Write down T, T.” These were
the initials of one of the'names I had written,
which was soon after given in full, accompanied
by a reply to my question. The person ad-
dressed held strong materialistic views, and,
moreover, was very conservative—anti-demo-
cratic in the extreme, and my question referred
to this. The roply given was: “Ido not think
much of Materialism, or I should not be here
now, and Ido not think much of the views I

held.” s v ;
On pointing to another paper the medium at

once commenced laughing,; and sald, “I cannot
say what I want for laughing, but the spirit,
James Dexter, says, ‘ This manifestation’ is not
produced by a dog’s tail.’”

" The question was addresséd to a facetious
friend of mine, who once told me .an anecdote
(he was great at anecdotes) of some people he
knew being scared by hearing what they sup-
posed to be spirit raps, which turned out to have
been produced by a dog wagging its tail, and my

fzed. Thisone is called the sister of the me-

question referred to this circumstance.

-

The next question was addressed to a young
man who died from the effects of intemperato
habits, and was as follows : ** Do you suffer from
the effocts of your drinking propensitics now 2
Towhich areply was written between two slates
I held in my hand, and read thus: “Well,
friend Cooper, it makos it almost a hell for mo
at times, but I am working out slowly., Tell all
not to drink. Graham Hewett,”

I was then informed that the writing was not
done by the safd Graham Hewett, but at his re-
quest, by one of the gnides of the medium,

Two other slates were now taken and placed
together, with a fragment of pencil hetween
them. Mr. Watkins here remarked that he was
going to try a new experiment, which was for
his baby to hold the slate. So, little one.yoar-
old was brought forward, and its hands placed
in contact with the slate. But passivity could
not be obtained in this manner, and a now ex-
pedient was adopted: The slates were placed
in a chair, and the baby deposited upon them.
After the lapse of about a minute the slates
were examined, and on one of them was writ-
ten, in a bold, legiblo hand, My dear friend
Cooper, I am writing this myself. Graham
Hewett.” .

Another question addressed to a relative was
replied to by the medium writing with pencil
and paper automatically, the writing strongly
resembling that of the person addressed, the
signature being almost a fuc simile.

Suech arg the principal occurrences at this
highly safisfactory séance, and Ido not see how
persons who witness these things can escape
from the conclusion that spirits are the active
agents in the production of theso phenomena.
I think even friend Seaver, of the Investigator,
who considers me over-credulous in testifying
to these facts, would Le constrained to admit,
on attending one of Mr. Watking's séances, that
there “are more things in heaven and earth”
than are comprised in his materialistic philoso-
phy. .

Mr. Watkins has received a highly satisfacto-
1y letter from a gentleman holding an ofticial
position in this city, who had a sitting with him
a few days ago. ‘I'he writer says, ‘I am more
than satisfied with {the result of my sitting with
you, and you are at liberty to refer to mo at any
time, and Ishall take pleasuro in testifying to
-tho genuinencss of the manifestations which
take place in your presence. My experionce
with you yesterday was the ‘last straw which
broke the camel’s back’ of materialism with
me, and I have not a leg to stand on as a denier
of spiritual force. I am a convert, and shall
hereafter call myself a Spiritualist, and can give
to any who ask a solid reason for the faith that
is in me.” -

As it is uncertain how long Mr. Watkins is to
remain in Boston, Spiritualists will do well to
induce their skeptical friends to pay him a visit
while they have the opportunity.

Doston, April ith, 1880, RopeEnrT COOPER.

CONFIDENCH IN MRS. CORNER.

A gentleman of position, writing fromabroad,
sends the following expression of sympathy
with Mrs, Corner, and of confidence in her in-
teprity and mediumistic power:

A story of an unfortunate occurrence that
happened at the rooms of the B, N, A. 8., where
Mrs. Corner was the medium, has reached my
ears, and I think that, as she has probably had
a good deal of unpleasantness to put up with,
she may like to see & line from one whose confi-
dence in her has been in no way shaken by what
transpired. . :

I have had the pleasure of sitting with her as
a medium a great number of times, and scen
tho materinlizations of several spirits through
her instrumentality., Marie, her own control,
especially do I know, and have watched her
closely., During Mrs. Corner’s séances at Mr.
Fletcher’s, I always sat quite near to the cur-
tain of the inner drawing-room on the left hand
side, a vantage ground of observation from
whence I could inspect what was going on with
minuteness. On several occasions I have seen
Marie only pm'tinlly materialized, gradually

rowing up into her full form of about five feet

our. I haveconversed with Marie; have often
touched her hand, which was almost invariably
a cold one; and have measured her height
against the door-post; and I solemnly declare,
against all possib ll&y of contradiction, that she
is not Mrs. Corner, does not resemble Mrs. Cor-
ner in figure, and is several inches taller than
Mrs, Corner. .

I have also seen Marie come out into the cirele
with a vell on, just sufficient to reach below her
knees, and then, before all, cause an elongation
of the veil to the extent of many yards. But
perhaps the most convincing proof of the medi-
um and the spirit being different individuals oc-
curred in October last at Mr. Fletcher’s house.
The medium was in a trance, when suddenly a
tall spirit in & white Oriental robe, with a gir-
dle round the waist, and a swarthy face, ap-

eared, holding Mrs, Corner with his'arm about

her, she being still entranced. For some time
the two forms stood together before the cur-
tain, showing a romarkable contrast to one an-
other in height, size, dressand general features,
At length the tall figure—which looked to e
about six feet three inches, or six feet four
inches—got more shadowy, and Marie’s voice
from within was heard, calling to Mr. Fletcher
to come, as the spirit was going to let the medi-
um fall; and before Mr, Fletcher could render
assistance the spirit vanished, and let Mrs, Cor-
ner fall on the floor so heavily that we were all
afraid she might be seriously hurt.

Besides Marie, who always, by the way, ap-
peared with bare feet, I have seen many other
materialized spirits tf)rough Mrs. Corner’s me.
diumship—Winona, Dewdrop, Marguerite and
others connected with myself, who have appear-
ed upon the scene—and it has been very inter-
esting to watch the process of materialization,
which varies according to the power that is
present, and the employment of it by spirits
who wish to clothe themselves with flesh.
There is a marked difference between the ef-
forts of those who make the attempt for the
first time, and others, such as Marie, who prac-
tice materialization constantly.

I understand that Marie was not with Mrs,
Corner on the late unfortunate occurrence, and
1should judge, therefore, that the medium was
made the victim of some malicious spirit who
found her unprotected. Isincerely hoPe that
the matter may pass over without giving her

too much annoyance, and that her professional
carcer may not be prejudicially affected. The
timo has come for her friends to speak out on
tho genunineness of the phenomena which take
place through her mediumship, and if 1 were in
ingland I wonld most readily tako all tho means
in my power to put her right before the world.
Allow me to conclude by oxp;'esnlnix my un-
abated confidence in her power and in ler in.
tegrity, Ilook forward to thetime when Ishall
again have the pleasure of a séance with her
and bo again shaking hands with Marie and
Winona.—Spiritual Notes, London, Enyg.

MATERIALIZING MEDIUMS.

Tothe Editor of the Banner of Light :

Yesterday morning I had a sitting with Dr. J. V.
Mansfleld, 6t West Forty-Seeond street, N, Y., whose
remarkable mediumistle powers are so wldely and
favorably known. Among other questions I wrote the
following three, all addressed to Theodore Parker In
one envelope:

1st. Can Theodore I'arker tell me liow our perse-
cuted materlalizing mediums will prosper in the
future?

2d. Will the self-constituted junto of professed Spir-
ftualists succeed in doing them and thoe cause of Spirit-
uallsm further injury than they have already done ?

3d. WL the English cucmies, or mistaken friends
of the cause, succeed In thefr endeavor to destroy the
necessary condltions for materlalizing spirit-forms by
crushing out dark clrcles, as they propose todo?

The above three questions were sealed 5o as to bo
impervious to the external vision of the medium, and
submitted to him, The answer came (verbatim):

** Thanks, thanks, for suchrespeetful notlee. I have
frequently talked with you since my departure through
the God-gifted and beautltnl lady, Staats, and trust T
may live the pleasure of conversfng many tines more
through_the samo channel ere you cone over here to,
dwell, Not long slnee 1T was talking with Henry
Ware, Jr., and my old friend W, . Channlug, of
the signs of tho tlmes, and our conjolnt conelusiony
wero that Splritualism had obtained such a hold upon
the minds of the Inhabitants of earth that all other
1ams would be lost or swallowed up by it in less than
the next century, ‘Lalk about crushing out the lght
of Spiritualism ! You might ag well say you wonld
crush out the light of that great lumlmu'{. the sun !
Fear not, then, brother Thomas, ‘This great lght that 1s
now so much feared by the elergy, and those who would
sido with them, Is managed by the angel-world, and no
]mwcr on carth, or all |‘mwcrs combined, will affect
t or impede Its progress in the least,  The day Is not
far dlstant, my falthful co-laborer, when spirits will
not only materlalize, as you sco them from thme to
time, but they will stand before mortal audlences and
prncl:\lm the truths which are cternal ! 'The mediums
will bo proteeted—for, persecuted as they are, yet they
are under the watchful eare of the angel'liosts, Then
my brother, * ery aloud, and spare not.! Your friend
and brother, Turo. PARKER"

April 8, 1880,

I next submitted the following sealed question to
Mr, Parker: WII (as I have been told) materlalized
splrits walk our streets so as to be visiblo to all within
the space of the coming five years? The answer came
word for word:

** Yes; 1t has been so told you, and It will be verlfled
to a wonderful extent; but that «ll will be able to sce
them I do not belleve, not even for ten times that time,
They walk out now, and to your vision and touch are
as real as could well be. The strides that are to bo
made In materialization the next five years will shako

-modern theology from centre to circumference.

CTuro, PARKER"
In conclusion let me say, might it not be well for
you, Mr. Lditor, to suggest in all humility to our
learned London frlends, who, in thelr wisdom, have
decided that spirlts shall materialize in the light of
noonday, or not at all, whether it would not be equally
proper for them to demand like condlitions from Giod
Almighty (as they do from his angels), who, though
held to be omnipotent, has never as yet In all time, so
far as my slender selentijio attainments enable mo to
speak, perfected on carth the matertalizatlon of asin.
gle specimen of the Inunan, animal or vegetable king-
dom, without subjecting 1t to thic condition of darkuness
in its lnclpient stage? Tioxas R, Hazanb,
New York, April 9th, 1880,
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SEANCES WITH HENRY B. ALLEN,
To the Edltor of the Banner of Light:

Thinking that many of your readers may not have
had an opportunity to witness the manifestations oc-
curring in the presence of Henry B, Allen, I propose
to give a brief account of what transpired at two. sé-
ances lately hicld In this place. On the evening of
February 17th a table was placed in the middloof a
room, and upon it several bells, a guitar and writing
materials. Around this sat twenty-four persons, Mr,
Allen, the medium, being scated with them, ‘The per-
sons on efther slde of Mr, Allen held him by his hands,
The lights wero then extingulshed. '

In a few minutes the dulelmer, which was outslde the
cfrcle and nearly bLehind,the medium, was played
upon, the bells were rung, and the guitar, which was
floated about the room, was also played upon, and
geveral persons sitting some distance from the medl-
um were touched by it upon the head; It was also
placed In the laps of many present, playing the sweet-
est of musie at the same time. Hands were felt, volees
heard, and lights were scen’ above the clrcle. By re-
quest of persons present, hands were shown in the air,
accompanied by lights, some of which were seen above
the wrist. Independent writing was obtalned, full
names being given of persons who passed away twenty-
five years ago, the messages belng dlrected to the per-
sons for whom they were Intended. Writing was given
on tho collars and shirt-hosoms of gentlemen, and one
had a pencil taken from his vest pocket, his collar
written upon, and then the pencll replaced. Chalrs
were taken from three persons at a time, Including the
medium. Toward the close of the séance the dulel-
mer, which weighs thirty pounds, was heatd moving
about, jl‘len raised over the circle and placed upon the
tableswhere it was again played upon. The chairs on
whichijie duletmer haa rested were also ralsed In the
same manner and placed upon the duleimer, that of
the medium being taken and put upon the top of the
whole, where they were found at the close of the sé-
ance.

On the evening of the 18th the manifestations were
more remarkable than those of the previous evening.
Some one asked if the tickingof the clock would inter-
fere with tho manifestations. The medium sald if it
dld the spirits would stop it; and no sooner had he
sald it than it was done; and during the evening it was
several times started and stopped. At my request,
loud raps were produced upon the top of the clock. It
wag several times taken from the shelf, carrled over
the company, and deposited upon the table. Infact,
about everything that we asked was done by the un-
seen power. A message was written upon a slate, and
when finished the pencll was carrled up to the ceiling
and then back to the slate Instantaneously. Time

and space forbid my telling the many wonderful things—— "~
that were done at these two séances, ~They have™ -

caused much speculation, both among those who were
present and those who were not. e lope to have

him with us agaln at some future time,
Ezreter, N, H. E_mwmp V. GILMAN,
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APRIL 24, 1880.

Ehilbren's Lpeenms.

Inauguration of the Shawmut Npirit-
ual Lyceumn.

On Sunday morning, April 4th, was held the closing
session of Lyceum No. 2, of Boston, at Amory Hall—
it having been decided by the management to change
its name, In obedlence to the request of the splvit
friends of the school. The hall on that occaslon was
crowded, the number of adult spectators being large,
and the children present sceming to be.filled with hap-
pluess, and a cheerful wish to ablde by the discipline
necessary to correct partieipation in the services.

As an opening excreise the school and audlence
united In singing * Nearer, My God, to Thee,”” Mrs.
Hattie E. Sheldon, Assistant Guardian, leading. Sllver
Chaln recitations—in which Mrs. May Biggs, Guardian,
Mrs, Sheldon, and Mr, C. Frank Rand, Assistant Con-
duetor, jolned with the school, from the platform—were
next participated in; after which eame the grand Ban-

. ner Mareh, which was executed in a style reflecting
lilgh eredit alike upon the Lyceum and its orchestra.

Mr. J. B. Hatch then redeemed his promise made on
a former occaslon, by making a somewhat extended
address, In which he skillfully and interestingly por-
trayed the history of “ No. 2" from the Inception of the

movenent to the time of its approaching change of !

name.  Aswe have not space for all Mr, Hatel's re-
marks, the following abstriact, embodying its main
poluts as they appeared to our representative, must
siflice : He called the attentlon of his hearers, in com-
meneing, to the fact that Sunday, April 4th, was the
first Sabbath of the Lyceum's second yeur of existence.
What he was about to say concerning the instituting
of Lyceum No, 2, and its continuance up to the present
time, had not for its spring any feeling of vainglory, or
ndividual pride.  Both himself and his coadjutors.
considered the making of this statement to the public
anact Justly due o those invisible workers by whose
direetion the school had been founded, and by whost
ald it had been earrded forward to the present hour.
He desired to make this open acknowledgment of the
gratitude which himself and his assistants in the work
felt that they owed to the spirit-world. About one
year ago the speaker severed his connectlon with Ly-
cewm No. 1; and not only did he suppose his work in
that direction doue, but it was his Intentlon at that
time never again to enter fnto any public service con-
nected with Spiritualism,  But in the month of Febru.
ary, 1879, he was approached by i friend who stated
that some evenings before a spirit purporting to be
Mrs. Fannte A. Conant had controlled the medium at
a séance attended by this friend, and had expressed
the wish that he [Mr. 11.] would come Into the presence
of the instrument thien used, as she had something to
say to him. He obeyed the call, and to his surprise he
was requested, carnestly, to make aneffort to estab-
1Hsh a Chlldren's Lyceum in Charlestown District, he
being assurced of ultimate success. Ifls falth in the
practicabllity of the enterprise was not very SUong,
but that of his friend, C. Frank Rand, now his worthy
asslstant, was, and he {I1.] ylelded to the wishes of
others expressed in the same direction, the result
belng the hiring of Armory Hall (once @& Methodlst
chureh) and the announcing of the experfmental formi-
tion of No.2, The first sesslon—small indeed—was
held April 6th, one year ago, in that hall, In Charles-
town Distriet.  About half a-dozen worthy people
came, and about the same number of children (among
the latter he cited the three sons of Mr. Rand, ilso
Misses Elly Carr and Gracle Burroughs), But some-
thing seemed to say to him, amd to all present, *“ Go on-
this s but the beginning,” and they did * go on,” withe
out books, paraphernalia, or any of the ordinry ac-
cessorles whieh do so much to render Lyceum sesslons
pleasant to allconcerned.  Obedient to a call published
{n the Banner of Light, the frlends met at his house,
and organlzed a Lyceum Assoclation, the ofticers then
chosen serving (substantially) up to the present time,
For one month the school continued to be without
books, ete., but Its numbers fnereased, aml the adult
attendance muitipied, and the bills were paid each
Sunday before leaving the hall. Then came the time
when thie set ol equipments nowin use was obtained
for the school; and at the date—in June—when the
Lycenm closed its seasions for the heated term, Its mem-
bership rolls contalned the names of eighty ehildren,
surely i good result for so short a perlod of work.

When the summer vacatfon passed an attempt was
made to exrll the school together in September) in
Ivanhoe Hall, on City Square, in the Distrlet; the
pliace, however. proved unfavorable, and the prospeets
for suecess agaln seemed to wane; but the spirit advis-
ers were not hackward fn deelarlng that the victory
was sure, and that a way out of the present diffieulties
woulil certainly be provided. This proved to be the
case in a most wne rpected mannerto him (1.3, for Lyce-
um No. 1 of Boston in the fall of 79 decided toremove to
Patne Bullding, thus placing Amory Hall(on Washing-
ton street, Boston, ein in the tield as a candidate for
occupancey, awd he was able to obtaln the use of It for
No. 2. Since coming to the ety proper the new school
had steadily moved onward, galnlng numbers, attend-
ance and prestige, and it was now in a sound finaneial
condition—"* owing no man, woman o child anything”
In a pecuntary sense.  [Applause.}

In concluding, the speaker refterated his statement
of thanks tothe spirit-world, and to the splrit Mrs, Fan-
nle A. Conant, whose advice had led to all the success.
es which had been won by the new organization—even
the coming of the New York and Brooklyn detegations
to Boston having been the result of her direction; and
tho assurances she had glven that all expenses would
e met without trouble hitd been glorionsly fulfilled.
While, for nstance, the two New York State delega-
tions were in this city No, 2 Lycceum had recelved near-
1y §100, without any marked effort on the part of fts man-
agement—all was iccomplished, he believed, by spirit-
power acting upon hunian agents to whom, as well as
to the spirlts, be dedired to return the earnest ac-
knowledgments of the school.  After a few eloquent
sentences touching the finportance of the Lyceum
movement and the good work it was accompllshing in
all parts of the country wherever introduced;he closed
his remarks by reading a paragraph (from the Banner
of Lighty whereln Bishop Shmpson was put on record
as preaching the true splritual doctrine concerning the
grave and that which lies héyoud.

At the elose of Mr. Hateh's carnest and eloguent re-
marks, Miss Carrfe Shelhamer read n o highly aceept-

able manuer the poem *The Message of Light—The |

Advent of Modern Spiritualism,” (written by her sister,
Miss M. Theresa Shelhamer,) which appeared In the
EBanner of Light for Aprll 3d; Misses Carrie Weleh,
Carrle Yuff, (iracle Jacobs, AMaud Marion, Gracie Bur-
roughs, Kittic May Bosquet, Lucy Gunter, gave reci-
tatlons ; Miss Dertie Xemp performed aplano solo;
Hattle Davison sang; Mra, Russell and Mr, Falrbanks
presented a vocal scleetlon (Miss Davison accompa-
nist); Miss Esther Singleton sang, (Mrs, J. W. Day ac-
companist), and Miss Lizzie J. Thompson read a fine
poem by Willlam Denton, In a style which would have
pleased that rentleman himself had he been present.

Mr. Hatch next introduced Mrs. M. V. Lincoln, who,
he sald, would now explain to the school and the audi-
ence the meaning, purpose and orlgin of the new exer-
cise which she had proposed for the Sunday following
Easter, and which the Lyceum now gathered: was
about to put into practleal form for the first time.

Mrs. Lincoln stated the case and Its surrounding cir.
cumstances in the following manner: While present
at the banquet given 1o theNew York and Brooklyndel.
egations during their visit to Boston, she was Inform-
ed by one of her most intimate spirit controls that Mrs.
Fannle A. Conant had a niessage which she desired
her [Mrs. L.] to dellver to the friends there assembled.
This message involved a project, the nature of which
she afterwards explalned to the delegates at the fare-
well meeting in the Banner of Light Free Circle-1toom,
Thursday afternoon, March 1ith. The substance of
the communication ran as follows: Destring that the
New York and Brooklyn friends should take home
with them something more than the memory of pleas-
ant hours, and that they should Inaugurate, on thelr
return, a rite whose yearly recurrence would not only
bring up the recollections of the past most vividly, but
also preach a sermon of practical worth and suggest-
fveness, both to adults and children, wherever the
ceremony was observed, the spirit of Mrs. Conant
w;llshed that the appended plan be taken Into conslder-
atlon:

The 318t of March was a date marking the death of

old Theology—at least ils death as far as the converts
to Splrituallsm were concerned—and the birth of Mod-
ern Bpirituallsm, and as stuch was eminently worthy
the services regularly held on that day. The Sunday
following the 31st the splirit desired should be regular-
1y celebrated hereafter as the SPIRITUAL EASTER, ns
marking the dellverance of those commemorating it
from the dark bonds of theologie superstition, and the
galning of freedom and light—a freedom which would
ultimately exert its beneficent sway over every child
of humanlity, and a light whose divine effulgence would
yet shine upon all! )

As an appropriate order of service the spirit sug-
gested that In each Lyceum all over the land should be
set up on that Sabbath an evergreen trec, to be called
the TREE oF Wispbod. Upon it each group—at the
end of amarch similarto the Grand Banner March,
except that flowers Instead of fiags were borne In the
hands of the partielpants—in order, and each scholar
of each group in turn, should deposit a flower, at the
same time reciting aloud a sentiment appropriate to
the time and place. This exercise could also be jolned
{n by the officers, if they so willed, Around the base
of the tree the splrit requested that a bank of moss—
torepresent the Ever-green Shore--be arranged, where-
on the lttle ones, too small to reach the branches,
might lay their offerings, while they recited thelrverses.
This plan, she announced, ** No. 2” was about to pric-
tically Inaugurate as a distinctive feature of Lyceum
work.

The Floral March was then participated in. The
Lyceum made a circuit of the hall, Iits members and
leadeis carrying in the right hand (instead of flags or
other fnsignla) the flowers which were to be placed
upon the * Wisdom Tree'; each group then returned
to Its own regulir place of convening (as marked by
the targets when the school was ordinarily in sesslon),
and {ts members took seats at a word from the Con-
ductor ; after which that ofllcial ealled one group after
another, with its leader, to como to the foot of the tree
and deposit the flowers n the possession of {ts mem-
bers, each child or teacher in so doing reelting an
appropriate metto; the puards standing by the trec
took the offerings and aflixed them to the branches
with such gpeed as was practicable, and thus the ser-
vice proceeded titl allhad been included In theexerclse,
The place assigned, during this new service, for the
Conductors and the Guardians was upon the platforns,
but each oflicer personally gave a blossom for the tree,
and recited a motto, The tree was of moderate size,
and was surmounted with a white dove. The flowers
placed upon It embraced specimens of the calla 1y,
heliotrope, forget-me-not, pink, rose, Ivy, white lily,
pansy, willow bloom, ete., cte., the whole making a
beautiful and attractive display. Mr, Hateh announced
that the tree, as it stood, with its floral offerings, was,
at the close of the meceting, to Le presented to the City
Hospltal, that the flowers might give pleasure to the
slck—which notice was recelved with marked appro-
bation by the assembly. .

Mr. Hateh then announced that the name of the
Shawmut Spiritual Lyceum, formally accepted at a
previous meeting of the Assoclatlon, would now be
adopted by Lyceum No. 2 In place of its old patronym-
fe; and _that after a song by her slster Carrle, Miss
Shelhamer, the medium at " the Banner of Light Free
Cirele-Room, would install the ofticers In thelr respect-
Ive pousitions In the new organizatfon. At the conclu-
sion of the song, Miss M. T, Shelhamer advanced to
the front of the platform, holdlng in her hand a ealla
Hly, wd spoke as follows :

Mr. Conductor, Ogieers and Membersof this Lyceum @
As I have been sitting here this morning llstening to
the virlous exerclses, my mind has reverted to that
grand Simmner-Land Lyceum which meets above us in
the spiritual world, and many of whose members I feel
have gathered in unison with you -at this hour In har-
mony and sympathy; and as I thought of that grand
Lyceum~that glorious school of learning in the heav-
ens—i thought also came to me of one whose name s
“Lily.,”  She it was who requested me to bring to you
at this thme, as an offering from the splrit-world, a lily
for your Laster tree ; it was with a happy heart that I
consented ; and now, Mr, Conductor, I place upon the
symbulic tree this fruit of the spirit’s request.

Mr. Conduetor, officers and members, will you be
good enough to rise to yourfeet? ([Heve the school
rose.] The day has passed by, and Lyceum No, 2 of
Boston s numbered with the things that were, To-
day we gather here to inauguate a new Lyceum, which
shall be known to you and to the world at Jarge as the
Shawmut Spiritual Lyceum, of Boston. This name
which we present to you to-day has been handed down
to you from the splrit-world, in commemoratfon of
the coming of the Indian lmndrs, who return to you
from the upper hunting-grounds ‘of the spirit-land to
Impart to you strength and courage; and in thefrname,
and the names of the pure and holy angels—workers for
the ‘spirltual cause~who have ascended on high, we
to-day formally confer upon you this new and signifl-
cant deslgnation. And may this new Lyceum go forth
Into the world strong In the power of the splrit, and
spreading far and near a grand and noble influence
which shall uplllf all those with whom 1t comes in con-
tact. May this new title be to members, oflicers, and
all who hear it, a sweet sound, which shall suggest the
hills, the valleys, the rivers and streams which this
poetie Indian name calls up before the imagination.

[Addressing the oficers—the school belng seated by
order of the Conductor—the influence controlling Miss
Shelhamer spoke as follows:)

To-lay we fustall you anew as officers of this organ-
fzatlon,aind as actively working friends of the dear
little chlldren who meet here from week to week, We
would say to each, be as pure as the white ltly; remem-
ber the vast possibllities residing in the little ones
around you; possiblilities that can be gradually drawn
out, and by-and-by be turned to good purposcs. As
you look upon a tiny seed you may not comprehend
what possibilities of beauty or fruitage are Iying dor-
mant within; but as the summer sun shines from
above, and the clear and crystal dews fall, then that
little seed expands and reaches outward to the fultill-
ment of its duty as alink in the chaln of being, whether
of flower, or graln, or fruit, And so with these little ones
gathered here to-day: If at times they outwardly ap-
pear nnmindful of thelr glorious privileges, or fnatten-
tive to the life lessons sought to be Imparted to them,
be not discouraged, for the work is going on within
them, to an extent, perhaps, even beyond thefr own
comprehiension, and in due time the harvest of your
labors will surely appear, Glve them thc calim, clear
sunshine of life, the crystal dew of appreciative friend-
ship, and you will, in due season, see how these possi-
bilitles within cach will bloom forth in beautiful
flowers of love and Leauty.

Mr. Conductor, we glve to you, in behalf of the grand
splrit-world, the carc of these dear Iittle ¢hildren. In
them you may find the possibilities for great and noble
work; remember that what they are, you, and the
dear officers joined with you, are responsible forin o
measure: It they eventuate in great and good men
‘and women, & glorlous meed of praise will ife at your
door. May noble and exalted ones in spirit-life wateh
over and gulde you,and as the days go on, and the
summer months proceed, bringing forth the beauteous
flowers and blossoms, s0 may you go forth In your glo-
rlous work, and may your own lives unfold, to the
extension and enlarging of the lives of all who come
within the sphere of youir Influence.

Aund to thee, ol our Father and our Mother God ! we
would offer the pralses of every heart at this hour ; we
would place uponthinealtar the aspirations, the thanks-
glvings, the Jove of these tiy ehildren : May they ever
work with thee and with thine angel hosts. May these
officers and teachiers here-gathered work hand in hand
with the spirtt messengers, guarding and gulding these
young souls through the highways of time until they
shall hear the final summons from on high, which blds
them rest from thelr labors in the mortal, and shall
respond with loving and thank{ul hearts, knowing that
the good they have done will never be lost, but be per-
petuated and Improved upon In the lives of these thy
little ones. Amen, - '

[At the conclusion of the invocation the officers took
thelr seats, and Miss Shelhamer continued :}

Now, Mr. Conductor, I have here two books—the one
the * Blography of Mrs.J. H. Conant,” the other its
companion volume, * Flashes of Light from the Spirit-
Land"—which I wish -to present to your organization
as a memento of the present happy occaston. It has
been the request of this dear medium, who while on
earth devoted herlife to the cause of truth~this dear
medium who has since devoted her energles in the

same direction In those glorious organlzations which

-the scenes of earth,

are as Lyceums and kindred associatlons above us,
that these. books be prescnted to this school as anu-

they hope you will bo assisted to form in this city.

Not from any mystertous source these volumes reach
you—thoughin fustice let it be sald that credit iscertain-
1y due those who have been the mundane Instruments
by whomthey have been provided—but as a gift of that
risen soul who takes such an Interest in your labors
I refer to our noble medium, who, though out of sight,
i3 still to memory dear—>rs. J. H.Conant. This biog-
raphy of that salnted woman : outlining as it does her
life from its unfoldment to Its cessation on the mortal
shore, to be more widely unfolded in the spirit splere
of belng~containing as it does a history of her strug-
gles, her trials and her triumphs—containing as it
does noble utterances from the splirit-world : I present
to you In the name of the Spiritual Lyceums, as an In-
dex pointing the young mind to the fact that fidelity
to its own interior. impressions of right,and to the
highest inspirations which may reach it from without,
fsthe spirit’s true course while yet a pligrlin among
And this other, which bears the
title of “Flashes of Light from the Splrit-Land*
glven through Mra. Conant by advanced intelligences
from beyond the tide, I also present,with the hope that
these flashes may fllumine your lives, and that the
teachings of this book, carefully perused by you all,
may send you forth to the battle of life bearing a shin-
ing and ultimately victorious light {n all your souls !

Take these volumes, Mr. Conductor, and though
thelr intrinsle value may not be great, yet measured
by the labors that have called them forth, thie noble and
exalted deeds of whieh they have Dheen the fruftage, and
the power they are able to exert upon the thought of
those who read, they are indeed of untold worth,

Mr. Hatch accepted the offerings in a few words
fitting to the oceaslon, and expressed the determl-
natlon that with thesetwo works as a foundation,
the labors which himself and his colleagues would
surely perform In future would result in the formation
of a library for this new Lyceum which would allke be
an hionor to Spirituallsm as known in the city of Bos-
ton, and a grateful acknowledgment of what had been
done in this direction for them by the spirit-world, He
then, as his first official act as Conductor of the Shaw-
mut Spiritual Lyceum, presented to Miss Shelhamer a
fine Louquet which had graced the table durlng the
exerclses, his gift belng acknowledged by the sur-
prised reclplent in remarks at once appropriate and
full of feeling. :

The exercises of the occasion then closed with the
Target March by the school. The Shawmut Spir-
{tual Lyceum has inaugurated its oftleial exlstence
under bright prospects for future usefulness, and we
joln with all its numerous friends in wishing its offi-
cers, teachers and members suceess in the important
work of personal supervision and the impartation or
reception of practical Instruction {n which they are
severally engaged,

- @he Anmibersary,

Celebration of the Thirty-Second An-
niversary of the Modern Spiritunl
Advent, at Charter Oak Hall, San
Francisco, Cal., March 30th, 1880.

BY EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN.

T'o the Editor of the Banner of Light: .
According to promise, I have the pleasure of sending
you a brlef report of the commemorative cxerclses
hield at the above place on the 30th of March, an ocea-
ston which has become memorable here, from the re-
markable interest it exclted inthe genecral public, as
well ng amongst the press of the city. The meetings
were held during the afternoon and evening of Tues-
day, March 3o0th, under the management of Mrs, Ada
Foye, lessee of Charter Oak Hall, and the afternoon
sesslon wag attended by quite a number of promitfent
and talented workers in the spiritual ranks, who vol.
unteered to assist in making the occasion one long to

fsm. The hall was proIleely decorated with flags,
banners, floral emblems, Frttures lent for the oceasion,

greens.
At 2 o'clock r. ». the hall was densely crowded ;

clection was proceeding at that very time, strangers
kept pouring In until every part of the hall was densely
crowded. The afternoon session was opened. by the
wrlter in an Invocatlon, after which Mrs, Upham-Hen-
dee, a highly respected electric physleian, and a vete-
ran Californfa medium of twenty-flve years’ standing,
commenced the proceedings by a stirring trance speech
of about half an hour's duration. Mrs. Hendee com-
mented on the many disablllties which beset the prog-
ress of the movement, enlarging in eloquent terms on
the retinion of long-severed friends, the good and use
of the glorious telegraph between mortals and immor-
tals, and the tremendous struggle by which Spiritual-
fsm has had to win its way to popularaceeptance. She
urged her hearers not to fear the obnoxlous name of
“Spirltualist,” and promised them that the time was
at hand when that title would be esteecmed the most
lonorable one that could be desired. She concluded a
fine and affecting inspirational address by the recita-
tion of an impromptu poem,

Mrs. Elza Fuller McKinley next took the stand,
This admired and popular trance speaker remarked
that she was laboring under the {ndisposition conse-
quent upon several weeks' confinement to the house by
slckness, nevertlieless she could not resist the urgent
appeal which the glorions occaslon, and the invitation
of her friends, Mesdames Ada Foye and Emma
Britten, had made upon her. The angels, too, had bid
her come, hence she was there, and nobly did the lady
testify to the worth of the work which the angels had
given her todo, She defined Spiritualism as the re-
liglon of life, and thought that the present occasion
was one especlally caleulated to cement the ties of
human brotherhood which bound the race together,
She pleaded that at such a time all misunderstandings
should be forgotten, all petty differences merged in the
grand recognition of the sublime revelations which
Spiritualism had brought. She spoke of the great
work which Spiritualism might perforin amongst the
insane, when competent magnetic physiclans were al-.
lowed to demonstrate the difference between obsession
and lunacy, and deal with such eases as the old prac-
tice could never affect. The lady concluded an admi-
rable address amidst loud applause.

She was suceeeded by Miss Clara Mayo, who eliclt-
ed tokens of universal approbation by her exqulsite
recitation of Whitticr's poem, * The Two Sisters.”

This was followed by a brief and pithy address from
our esteemed Universalist clergyman of this city, the
Rev. Mr. Parker, a ripe scholar, the warm friend of
the Iate Mr. fIoyt, Mrs. Ada Foye's father, and a b~
eral, outspoken spiritual Christian preacher. Mr. Par-
ker related the memarable history of John Murray, the
founder of Universalism, and pointed out the Intimato
relations between the sweet and humanitary dogtrines
of that faith, and the teachings of the most enliglitened

spirits of the New Dispensation.

At the close of Mr. Parker's address, the Prestdent
introduced Mr. C. M. Plumb, who commenced by a
brief alluslon to the significance of this anniversary,
and reminded those present of the necessity of show-
ing their colors when the next census was taken. He
pald a passing tributo to_the raps as heard through
the mediumship of Mrs, Foye, and to Mrs. Britten, for
her loyaity In Ueclining to forsake her spiritual hall
for a church, at the invitation and for the gratification
of the few.

He dwelt upon the ennobling Influence of Spiritual-
fsm; the small occasion there was to fear the com-
munion of ¢ evil spirits,” and closed with the inquiry
whether each succeeding annlversary brings us any
enlarged power over ourselves—makes us stronger,
‘better, more hopeful and more true? He related a
touching ineldent in fllustration, which I glve in his
own words: ** A reporter at an exhibitlon.of that ex-
quisite work of art, Powers’s * Greek Slave,’ observed.
three ragged, barefoot and dirty little street urchins,
who had by some chance found their way within the
entrance, and stood in speechless wonder before the
sublime creation. One little girl was seen to steal
sllently away. She presently returned, but when she
resumed her silent devotlon the observer percelved

cleus, small though 1t be, of a spiritual library, which.

be remembered In the annals of Californian Spiritual-
and a magnificent displ %t chotee flowers and ever-
7

over six hundred persons had already assembled, and
desplte the fact that an unusually exciting politieal

that she had come back with face, hands and fect care-
fully washed, She had gone out from the silent teach-
er of purity, inspired with the need of preparing her-
sell to Jook upon sfie form divine, and to the extent of
her means she }4d made herself clean, whilst angels
witnessed thopure and holy purpose enshrined in her
child’s heagt, 'We are happily admitted to the enrapt-
uring vigion of the angel-world with our earth-stained
garments and sofled personalities. How many of us
hiaveturned aside to cleanse ourselves from all un-
vorthiness, that we may with fitting countenances and
purified lives gaze upon the holy scene?”’

The next speaker was Mr. Win, Emmette Coleman,
who was warmly greeted by the many admirers who
have become acquainted with him through his stirring
writings and eloquent lectures. Ar. Coleman spoke
at morelength than any of the former speakers, and
his remarks were, like Mr. Plumb’s; so warmly appre-
ciated by the audlence that I am unwilling to mar
thelr excellence Ly a mere synopsis. With this paper,
therefore, I send you a full report of Mr. Coleman’s
speech, not doubting it will ind that place which it so
well deserves In the columns of the Banner of Light,
“when the press of anniversary reports Is over.s I will
only say at present it was an admirable exposition of
true Spiritualism as a religion, a moral force and a
sclence. ‘The speaker dilated on the priceless value
of the movement In forming his own life, character
and Intellect, and after painting In vivid colors-the
glorlous illumination which it shed over the day of
lite and the hour of death, concluded amidst loud
applause. ’

Mrs. P, V. Stephiens, of Sacramento, the slster of our
esteemed veteran speaker, E. V. Wilson, was next in-
troduced, and gave an ingenious definition of the rela-
tion between Phrenology and Splirituallsm, the organs
of the brain, and the constituent elements of human
soclety, )

The last speaker was a venerable and well-known
gentleman, who for more than a score of years has
honored the cause of Spirituallsm on this coast by his
noble and fearless advocacy, *Father Plerson,” as he
was named by his own request, was recefved witha
warm welcome, and commenced by the somewhat
startling suggestion that they (the audience) should
unite with him In soliclting the good spirits to do some-
thing to prevent Emma HardInge-Britten from leaving
the rostrum, “a calamity,” as the venerable speaker
termed {t, which that audaclous apostle of the move-
ment has publlcly announced her intentiontodo. After
gome touching and acceptable alluslons to the lectures
now belng given In that place, and warm congratula-
tions onthe grand status thie cause had achieved in this
city, Father Plerson pronounced the closing words of
the afternoon’s addresses. Mrs. Britten dismissed the
audlence, and the first session, thus brilliantly and
harmoniously conducted, ended,

Mrs. Cressy, & charming young amateur singer, Miss
Nlckerson and other professtonal voeallsts, contributed
.| toenliven the addresses with sweet music, and the
audience separated, evidently delighted with the gra-
tultous entertainment provided for them,

In the evening, although a small fee of ten cents was
charged to help defray the cost of the hall, &e., long
before the time of commencement—7:30 r. M.—the
body of the hall, gallery, In fact every foot of standing-
room, was literally choked up, and many went away,
unable to obtaln a chancd of squeezing inside the
doors. In addition to some good vocal and. instru-
mental musie, the evening exercises were limited to
the anniversary oration by Mrs. DBritten, and a test
rapping séanco by Mrs. Foye.

The address consisted of a sucecinct account of the
rise and progress of the spirltual movement; a de-
scription of the famous * spoolk house’’ at Hydesville;
the first publie investigations at Corinthian Hall, and
divers other points of history pertinent to the time and
place. The speaker gave an account of her own con-

doxy to Amerlcan Spirituallsm, through the instru-
mentality of the very medium who then sat at her side,
and the very same raps that were sounding jubilate at
that moment and on that platform.

The address concluded amidst a very shout of pro-
longed applause, to he succeeded by the crowning
triumph of the day, namely, a rapping and writing
test séance by Mrs, Foye, Inabout three-quarters of
an hour about an average of one spirit a minute pre-
sented itself, which this marvelous medlum described
to the audience without a moment’s pause or breathing
time, Ballots were disregarded, though the names
glven were mostly written within them, They ap-
peared to the eye of the seeress Inshining letters on
the wall, were spoken in her ear, or glven by the spirits
in form to her clairvoyant sight. Test after test was
poured out as fast aswords could give them. The
raps resotinded through the hall with clarion clearness.
Every name and descrlption was instantaneously re-
cognized, and all were given, as is almost always the
case at Mrs. Foye's,public meetings, to strangers.

Such was the closing trlumph of a glorlpus and tri-
umphant day, and when all was done the vast erowd
poured out into the city streets, many of them dazed,
bewlldered, astonished, but all obliged to confess they
had heard Splirituallsm placed on the highest pinna-
cles of religion and sclence, and seen Spirltualism so
_clearly demonstrated that night, that they could no
longer resist the conclusion that they had heard from
the land of souls the grand choral anthem, “T am lie
that lveth, and was dead, and behold I am alive for-
evermore.”

II'NAI B'RITH HALL,

We have recelved, and shall print next week, an in-
teresting report of the Anniversary proceedings held
in this hall on’ Sunday, Aprll dth—the account belng
kindly prepared for our columns by Willlam Emmette
Coleman, Iisq., of S8an Francisco.

{*We shall give this speech to our readers at the carliest
oppormunity afforded us,—ED, B, oF L.} .

Albany, N. Y.

We have celebrated here, for the first time I think,
the annlversary of what is termed the advent of Mod-
ern Spiritualism. NMrs, Williams, formerly a stanch
Presbyterian, opened her pleasant parlors and invited
the more prominent Spiritualists of our dull city to
celebrate with her what she now deems the most glo-
rlous epoch of the world’s history.

As an introductory, a young girl played on the piano
and sang several appropriate airs with no little feeling
and effect. Mrs, Willlams then read an article in the
Banner of Light respecting the dawn of our faith at
Hydesvlille, and the majestic sweep of the light arising
thence—that effulgence ¢hat isyet to know a higher
noon.

Dr, G. L. Dltson being called upon, read an account
of the manifestations that took place at his house a
number of years since, when the Fox sisters were his
guests. Some explanations of these wonderful phe-
nomena followed.

Mrs. Elihu Smith, a trance medium and a highly es-
teemed momber of soclety, then gave a lengthy dis-
course, principally relating to our growth out of the
Orthodox trammels, superstitions and false teachings.
A small table was then placed in the room, and four
persons, selected by an Indian control, were seated at
it, when itsoon began to tip and manifest an intelll-
gence that would have surprised -many; in one in-
stance giving the age (97) of an old lady who had re-
cently gone to a higher life. '

At rather a late hour we parted with our most esti-
mable hostess and her husband (only half—his better

halft—a Splritualist), gratetul for thelr courtesy and

thoughtful attention on this unique occasion.
: AX OLD SPIRITUALIST.

RBelfhst, Me.

On Wednesday forenoon, March 3tst, we assembled
inPierce's Hall, Belfast, to celebrate the Thirty-Seb.
ond Annlversary of American Splritualism—parties
engaging Hayford’s Hall having made the change
after the meeting was advertised. L

HMorning Sesston.—The President called the meeting
to order, and announced a conference, in which Mr. A,

T. Stevens, Geo. C, Walte, Mr. A, T, Peabody and Mr.

Frank Patterson took part. Singing by the cholr. The

mesting then adjourned until 2 p. ar.

Afternoon Session.—Singing by the cholr. Regular

lecture by Geo. C. Walte on “The Anniversary of
American Spiritualism,” showing the rapld progress of
the new light since its advent In the churches, and
among scientists and materlalists, and the good it had

done humanity in teaching us that we must meet the

verslon, some twenty years ago, from English Ortho-

consequences of our own acts, and that.In time we
should learn that the only way to, avold those conse-
quences is not to commit the acts. . o :

Interesting and {nstructive remarks were made by
Mr. A. T.S8tevens, Mr. Leveusellar, Mr. Shorer, Dr,
Merrfll, Mr., Patterson, and Mrs, Ford. Singing by the
cholr, and the meeting gdjourned. .

A cirele was held In the evening, in which considera-
ble interest was manifested. GEo, C. WAITE.

Eden Mills, Vt.

The Spiritualists of this place celebrated the Thirty.
Becond Annlversary by services in-the church in thd
afternoon of March 31st, consisting of music by Mr.
Paul and Miss Cox, of Lowell; recitation by Mrs, Paul;
prayer and very fine address by Mrs. Woods; singing
by the cholr. Then followed a very able speech'from
Mra. Paul. Next came supper In 8, Scott’s Hall. After
the tables were cleared the company formed for an
old-fashioned dance, ‘‘ Money Musk,” and all jolned—
from the father of seventy-two years to the child of
seven. The exerclses passed off very pleasantly.

: SARAH M, BANBORN, Sec.

Written for the Banner of Light.
THE VILLAGE MAIDEN,

All modest, and simple, and fair,

Unused to the proud or the poor,
She lias spent her bright life In the alr,

As the flowers that blush by the door!
She’s ltke the Innocent birds,

For the fullness of pleasure and glee ;
And I listen in joy to her words,

That are sweet as the bloom on the tree!

I think as I see her In grace,
Wrapt round like the mountains in ealm,

As I turn to her falr open face, )
Like the antclope's, free from all harm,

How the flowers and trees may have mirth,
Have surely the witness of God,

Bringing back lost dreams to the earth,
And glimpses of lands yet untrod ! ,

WILLIAM BRUNTON.

SPIRITUALISM IN SAN FRANCISCO,CAL,

Mediumistic Activity—Mrs, Emma Ilardinge-Britten and
Mrs, Foye— Children's Progressive Lyceum — Lectures
and Test Stances, etc., ete.

- BY WILLIAM.EMMETTE COLEMAN.

To the Edltor of the Banner of Light : -

Reaching San Francisco a few weeks since, I was.
pleased at the great interest and activity manlfest In
all matters pertaining to Spiritualism. Private clrcles
are held almost nightly all over the city, while the dafly
papers contain notices regularly of overa dozen or more
public circles belng held three or four times a week, -
with nearly a dozen more well-known mediums, in ad-
ditfon to those holding public séances, engaged in glv-
fug private sittings to anxious inquirers day after day.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten {s drawing overflowing
houses every Sunday; and though upon her previous
visit, prior to her departure for Australla, tho clty news-
‘papers Ignored her and her work completely, now fuil
and impartial reports of herlectures are found in the
leading dailles—a great change in public sentfment to-
ward Splritualism being thius evidenced. Mrs. Britten
has delivered several remarkable lectures here of Iate,
fncluding one on theastronomie perilielion, in which
she predicted many startling changes—physically, in-
tellectually, religtously and morally—resulting to our
earth and {ts Inhabltants and institutlons from the
great planetary conjunction ; and onc on “Why Does
not God Iill the Devil?”

At the conclusion of eachh Sunday evening lecture of
Mrs. Britten, Mrs. Ada Foye holds a ballot-test séance,
fncluding -the phases of seeing, hearing, writing and
rapping. Having heard It stated that her manifesta-
tions were accomplished by jugglery and trick, I care-
fully and critically Investigated their character, both
in the public hall and at her residence; and I am con-
vinced that the hypothesis of trick and fraud is entire-
1y out of the question, that quite remarkable genuine
“‘psychic” or spiritual phenomena oceur in her pres-
ence, and seemlngly ag well-in an overcrowded public
hall as in a private parlor, excellent tests belng given
in both places.

The “First Spiritnal Unfon,” the regular Society of
the city, meets thrice every Sunday in B’nal B’rith
Hall. Mr, C. M. Plumb, well known in the East, has
spoken for the Soclety during March. His Iectures are
ever scholarly and well digested, and are well recelved.
A conference and séance are held, under the auspices
of the Soclety, every Sunday afternoon, in which some
gix to ten mediums participate. All persons attending
are privileged to have a sltting with any of the me-
diums present, and many investigatorsavall themselves
of the opportunity thus presented of testing the plhe-
nomena. At every séance quite a number of the in-
quirers, and others, publicly declare that they have re-
celved good tests of 1dentity from onc or more of the
mediums present, By these ‘free-grace” meetings,
open to all investigators, much good is done the cause;
and other localities would do well to institute similar
sdéances at thelr Sunday afterncon gatherings. Among

séances, I recall the following mediums: Mrs, Clarke,
Mrs. Breed, Mrs. Babbitt, Mrs. Aitkin, Mrs. Secales,
Mrs. Miller, Mr. and Mrs. A. Barton Hill, Mr. Davis
and Mr, Winslow. " Short speeches are also made at
intervals by mediumsand others, including Mrs. Lewls,
Mrs. Hendee and Mrs. Miller. Original poems are also
given by Mrs, C. M. Stowe. By Invitation, your corre-
spondent gavo a few remarks at one of these meetings,

At Soclal Hall, another meeting very simllar to the
above is held Sunday afternoons, at which Mrs. Crin.
dle and other mediums glve mental tests. Atboth
these gatherlngs delightful musle, vocal and instru-

Mrs. M. E. Morris, a most competent musieal Instryetor,
ably presides at the piano at B'nal B'rith Hall.

THE CHILDREN’S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.

in Ban Franeisco ; in fact, one of thie best I have ever
gseen. Ithas an eflicient band of zealous workers to
gulde its course, headed by the Conductor, Mrs. La-
verna Mathews, who is undoubtedly the right woman
fn the right'place. She is devoted to its interests, an
untiring, unselfish worker, and {s ably assisted by her
husband, Mrs, Scales and Mrs, Irvine (the Guardians),
Mr, Ryder (an active, effective worker alike in con-
ference, séance, or Lyccum, and whose genlal face
beams upon us whenever there {s good work to be
done), Mr. Lyons, Mr, Wadsworth, and others whose
names Ihave not yet learned. :

I notlce some valuable additional features in the Ly-
ceum exerclses., The schoo! isat thines opened with
Indian club exercises, in which all participate who de-
sire. A lesson in elocution, voecal enunciation, s given
by Prof. Willilam N, Van De Mark, than whom & more
competent instructor could scarcely be found. (By the
way, Prof. Van De Mark, formerly a Universalist
minfster, has of late identified himself with the Spirit-
ualists, and for some months lectured for the Soclety
quite acceptably. He has now opened a School of
Oratory, and I learn s very successful thereln. He
1s & welcome accesslon to the spiritual ranks.) Modl-
fications and additions are made in the Lyceum, Inand
to the calisthentie exercises, Including the practice of
breathing exerclses—thereby increasing their utility
and grace. ' An interesting feature of the Lyceum is
the publication of the ¢ Lyceum AMonthly,” conducted
each month by some volunteer editor from the higher
groups, and read to the school by the editor the third
Sunday of t