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For the Banner of Light.

During my sojourn here iu Virginia since tlie 
war began, while visiting among my friends and 
relatives, tlie subject of religion has often been tho 
topic of convorsation, in wliich thy views have been 
pretty freely expressed. At times; my remarks 
have been misunderstood; at others, I have rea- 
san to think, by bigotry they have been pervert­
ed. I differ, it is true, froih tho Orthodoxy of the 
day—my religious sentiments have not been 
lightly embraced as mero speculative opinion; 
but are tlie honest convictions of my mind, after 
careful and prayerful investigation, using as best 
I could, all the faculties God has bestowed, with 
simple, unalloyed aspiration for Truth, asking of 
him who said, “ Beck, and ye shall find.”

That I may bo neither misunderstood or tra­
duced, I leave this paper for tho benefit of my 
children, in which I Shall endeavor to set forth in 
clear and explicit terms what it is I do and what 
I do not believe, and “ give a reason for tho faith 
that is in me."

Truth is God’s word, and a blessing to all; but 
error is a constant curse, whether spoken at tlie 
fireside dr from'the tasseled pulpit. Wo never can 
ho sure that our ideas are correct until we havo 
examined them fairly, and scrutinized them with­
out prejudice; otherwise we may be hugging a 
dangerous error to our bosoms, and casting the 
truth from us. There is nothing good that is false, 
and we should always bo glad to exchange an er­
ror for a truth. Carlyle says, "To honestly believe 
B thing, we must first have disbelieved it.” Yes, 
otherwise our Judgment is partial and prejudiced, 
and wo are apt to fall into tho weakness of believ­
ing a thing because we like to, and not because we 
know it to be true. Many church members assent 
to tho dogmas of their sect, and think they believe 
them, but between assent and belief there is a wide 
difference.

Thero was a timo when I considered it wrong 
to. investigate such a subject as this—when I 
thought that reason had no right to intermeddle 
with sacred things, and that every one did wrong 
who questioned God’s Word, us I then regarded 
the wholo of the Scriptures to be. That time is 
gone—gone. I argue with the proverb, “ He that 
will not reason is a bigot; he that cannot is a fool; 
he that dare not is a slave." I liavo thought, read, 
investigated for myself. My practice 1ms been 
for some years to cut from tho papers whatever 
struck my attention, and also make copious ex­
tracts, culling hero and there wherever I found 
anything that accorded witli my sentiments, and 
from a little book, tho title of which is forgotten. 
The result of my investigation is before you.

.“Francis Hopkinson.
Who else were present ?
" Father, mother, Frank,Isabelle, Leigh” (my 

children), “two grandfathers, two grandmothers, 
Isaac.”

The next day my son continued tho list, and 
after giving fifty-eight names, somo of them en­
tire strangers, others known to me by reputation, 
but chiefly niy friends and relative. I remarked:

“Why, you seem to havo had quite a Con­
gress.” .

“ Half a thousand, father. They all approved 
of what you wrote; they thought it unanswerable. 
Tako your stand on this platform, and naught 
can prevail against you. Delightful is the re­
membrance of this Congress.” •

I shall now resume my essay, and introduce 
tho comments of tho spirits as given.

The opinion of the Protestant churches is this: 
The Biblo is a miraculous collection of miraculous 
books; overy word it contains was written by a 
miraculous inspiration from God, which was so 
full, complete and infallible, that tho authors de­
livered the truth, and nothing but thu truth—that 
tlio Bible contains no false statements of fact or 
doctrine, but sets forth all religious and moral 
truth which man needs, or which it is possible for 
him to receive, and no particle of error; therefore, 
tiio Bible is the only authoritative rule of religious 
faith end practice. To doubt this is reckoned a 
dangerous error, if not an unpardonable sin. The 
Biblo is master of tho soul, superior to intellect, 
truer than conscience. It presupposes that each 
book within tlie lids of the Bible has an absolute 
right to be there, and each sentence and word 
therein is infallibly true. <

Spirit.—" Believe nothing but what you can un­
derstand.”

Now I ask, is tho Bible “ the inspired Word of 
God?” On the answer to this the whole argu­
ment depends. Let us look into its origin. When 
wits the Bible formed? where? and by whom?

Tho Council of Nice, which assembled A. D. 325, 
under tho command of the Emperor Constantino, 
is the pivot upon which all Ecclesiastical History 
turns. It was nt first composed of two thousand

of years. Some think tho six days wore occupied 
in merely remodeling tho earth—others, that it 
only applies to a limited portion, tho Garden-of 
Eden.

Spirit.—"The world is indeed millions of mil­
lions years old.”.

When and by whom were the books of the Biblo 
written? Theso nre questions still open to Bibli­
cal critics. I will briefly advert to some of tlio 
arguments relied on to show they could not havo 
been written by their reputed authors.

1. The annals of Egypt record none of the Pha­
raohs recorded in Genesis and Exodus; and nd 
history except tho Biblo and those taken from it 
celebrate the deoils ascribed to Moses, Joshua, 
Samuel, and others.

2. In Gen. xiv: 14, Abraham pursued his broth­
er's captors linto Dan. No place called Dim ex­
isted until threo hundred and thirty-one years af­
ter the death of Moses. In Judges xviii: 27, it is 
said the place wns called Laish at first, and re­
ceived the name of Dan after the death of Samson.

if
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Tho rough draft of this paper was completed on 
tho 3th of August. The Sundny following (9th) 
was a happy day for me, for then was granted tho 
great desire of my heart—then was tho barrier 
thrown down which separated me from my un­
seen friends. I no longer require a medium to 
aid me in communing with them; for I myself 
am ono, and can and do hold sweet converse with 
thorn.

Soon nfter I began to investigate tho Divine 
Harmonial Philosophy In 1855,1 hoped that I, too, 

- might become a medium. I sat at tho dial, off 
and on, for many hours, continued with short in- 
termissiohs for several months; but nil of no 
avail. I never could perceive tho slightest motion 
of the table, and finally gave it tip in despair—for 
the last six years or moro I have not oven made 
an effort.

Early hi 1850,. iny spirit-friends endeavored to 
develop mo for writing, and in some measure suc­
ceeded—a good deal was written through mo, but 
I never could feel confidence in what camo through 
my own hand, unless afterwards confirmed by 
the dial, or otherwise through somo other me­
dium. I struggled against tins want of faith, but 
in vtiin; and for this, perhaps, tho gift was with­
drawn after a few months’ trial, and no influence 
has been since imparted.

While sitting at my desk reading, on the 6th of 
August, I felt Impressed to tako up tho pencil. 
Instantly tho well known electric thrill rushed- 
through my arm, my hand was shaken, and then 
a short sentence of not much import was written. 
Next day this was repeated, giving a page or 
more.; I know it wns not from my own brain, be­
cause the phraseology was quite different from 
what I should havo dictated.

Seeing they could so easily shako my hand, I 
requested' them to confirm it by threo distinct 
shakes, if it was indeed spirit-writing. Instantly 
the answer was given with at* interval of two 
or three seconds between each motion. More 
writing followed, confirmed in the same way. It 
then occurred to me tliat possibly this might be 
the means of opening a channel of communica­
tion in which 1 could confide; accordingly I in­
quired if they could respond through tho alphabet 
by shaking my hand. '‘Yes." And immediately 

■ was given, “Get the dial—I will communicate.
Nancy.” J ust the last thing I should have expect­

. ed. .
With a throbbing heart the dial was placed on 

the table. I sat for half an hour before I could 
perceive the least motion. Another half hour 
was spent in slow oscillations of tho index. Then 

• ciune: “ It is difficult, father—bo patient; wo shall
succeed." .

This encouraged me. In a quarter of an hour 
more there came communications from my son 
Frank, and step-mother, clear and unmistakable! 
Overwhelmed with Joy, with streaming tears, and 
a voice broken by sobs, I fell upon my knees and 

, poured out my soul in gratitude to God for the 
great blessing just bestowed. Returning to the 
dial, it gave, “ God has answered your prayer, 
for ho is the hearer and answerer of prayer, and 
tho rowarder of all who seek him.”

Communications after this camo freely from my 
spirit-friends. It seemed they were always in 
waiting, for the moment I took iny seat tho dial 

■ began to move. I inquired if they knew what 
had lately engaged my attention: •

' “ Yes; you liavo.been writing out your belief in 
religion. It is the strength of the Christian 

. Faith."
> 1 expressed a desiro to read it out to them, and 

to have tlieir opinion of it ns I proceeded. To 
this they assented, and appointed 4 o'clock that 
afternoon for tho meeting. At thnt hour I took 
my seat, and as I read along the dial moved, giv­
ing their comments, and concluded with: "
.This is the truth of God. Goon, my son; tho 

angels are your ministers, who will record what 
you have written, and have it in remembrance 
when you are called from earth.”

Who presided at tho dial?

ami forty-eight bishops, who became so violent 
and vociferous, tliat but for the Emperor’s pres­
ence they would have engaged in battle. Con­
stantine was obliged to expel ono thousand seven 
hundred and thirty of them, and only three hun­
dred and eighteen of them remained. Before 
them was produced a vast number of parchments, 
or pamphlets, comprising most of the religious 
writings of tlie day. From them was selected 
tlie present Bible, except " The Acts," not then 
discovered; also, James, Jude,nnd the “Revolu­
tions,” wliich were rejected.

Tho Book of Tobit is In the apocrypha—that is, 
the Church may receive or reject as to them seems 
proper; but Eusebius, who was present, says it 
was rejected by three votes; consequently it 
lacked but three votes of being tho inspired Word 
of God! -

But the decision of the Council did not settle 
tho matter, fur Dr. Lardner acknowledges that so 
late as A, D. 506 tlio Canon of tho Now Testament 
liad not been settled, but Christian people,were at 
liberty to judge for themtydves concerning the 
genuiness of writings proposed to them as Apos­
tolic, and to determine according to the evidence. 
Thus it.continued until the Council of Toledo, A. 
D. 033, when the whole subject came up again for 
consideration. By them the rejected books were 
received and added to tho Canon. Also, “Tho 
Acts,” found A. D. 408, and thus was the Bible 
formed.

Now why wore not thoso ono thousand seven 
hundred and thirty discarded bishops as well 
qualified to decide which books were tlio “ Word 
of God,” as those who remained? It was no in­
fallible judge who made the selection but tho cor­
rupt and licentious Constantino.

Thus it appears that what is and what is not 
“ tho Word of God,” has been, decided for us by 
three hundred and eighteen exasperated bishops, 
whoso decision was afterwards revised and 
amended by another set of bishops, and given to 
us as an infallible rule of faith and practice.

Spirit.— ' This is all true. Tho Bible is a collcc- 
tion of pamphlets, given to tho world at different 
times by ditierent writers, each one differently in­
spired. Belief in - them should bo according to 
tlieir respective merit, of which each must judge 
for himself.”

I said, “ You aro doubtless aware that Church 
History bus kept dark about tho early Fathers 
and the Nicone Council. Havo you obtained 
further information on the subject since, you have 
been in the spirit-world ?”

Spirit.—“ Wo have. Your account, as given, is 
correct.”

But the Biblo itself makes no such pretension 
of infallible inspiration. It no where says that 
the sixty-six books of which it is composed are 
the “Word of God,” and tliat it does not, is a pow­
erful argument against its being so. David seems 
to have regarded the ten commandments as God’s 
Word, blit that is far from claiming tbo title for 
all tho books. Paul indeed says, “All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, &A;” but it bIiouM bo known that 
tho word “ is" is in italics, showing that it is not 
in the original, but supplied by tho translator. 
Scripture moans writing, nnd as it now reads,' if 
all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, tlien 
Homer and the Arabian Nights are inspired writ­
ings. What Paul appears to mean is this, “All 
Scripture given by inspiration is profitable, &c.” 
Let the Scriptures bo tried by this rule, and it may 
well bo asked what is thero in tho endless genealo­
gies, or Solomon’s Song, for instance, that is good 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and instruc­
tion? Does not this interpolation of the word 
“is,” look very like a priestly fraud?

Thero are several theories of inspiration. Tho 
most common and Orthodox is, that God appoint­
ed men to write it, and breathed his spirit into 
them, so that they gave a faithful transcript of his 
will. Let us test this Book, and seo whether it is 
in agreement with reason and the diameter we 
love to apply to the Divine Being, and to the 
Book of Nature.

The astronomy of tho Bible differs widely from 
that of Nature. Genesis represents God as being 
employed for five days in making this littlo globe, 
and yet forming the universe of "rolling universes 
in one day 1 Six days spent by Omnipotence in 
forming aiid adorning this floating dew-drop; and 
an ocean of stars, one hundred millions seen by 
the naked eye, poured out in a breath, and dis­
missed in five words I “ He made the stars also.”

The same writer informs us thero were three

3. It is said in Gen.xxxv: 21, that Israel “spread 
his tent beyond the tower of Edar.” Now tlie 
tower of Edar was over the gates of Jerusalem, 
and wns not built until the reign of David, many 
years after the death of Moses.

4. In Gen. xxxvi: 31, it is said, “And thoso nre 
the kings which reigned in Edom before thero 
reigned any king over the childriin of Israel.” 
No king reigned ovof Israel till eight hundred and 
sixty years after tlie death of Moses.

5. The book of Deuteronomy is made to record 
the death of Moses. ' .

6. Joshua xxiv: 31 is made to say, “ And Israel 
served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and nil 
tho days of tho elders that outlired Joshua! ,,j

7. Tho phrase “ unto this day” occurs free lently 
in the book of Joshua, nnd shows that thoAuthor 
lived nfter the event wns supposed Io hive hap­
pened; thus: “And Joshua burned th', city, and 
made it a heap forever, a desolation unto this day." 
"And Joshua * * • laid great stones in the 
cave’s mouth, which remain unto this very day." 
Tliis expression means the lapse of a long, long 
time. It is supposed the book of Joshua was writ­
ten nfter the establishment of the Jewish mon­
archy.

8. Between the first and last'books rolls ninny 
centures. All other languages have undergone 
great changes in much less time. In the English, 
for instance, the reader of Chaucer requires the 
aid of a glossary. But any one who can read 
Genesis can read any other book.

The Gospels, some of tho Epistles and Revela­
tions are supposed to have been written from 
thirty to sixty years after tho crucifixion, nnd ex­
copt some of the Epistles—the authors unknown 
—that the chief inquiries and the collection of 
facts relative to tho birth, lifo and death of Jesus 
were not mado until many years after his death, 
nnd were transmittdl1 moro from henrsay than 
from actual knowledge, the art of writing being 
understood only by a very few. ,

But all this 1 consider of minor importance. It 
concerns us littlo by whom or at what time they 
were written. Here nro the books handed down 
to us from remote antiquity, and believed for ages 
to bo tho inspired word of God. Let us look into 
them.

If God has written a book to bo tho universal 
guide of man: to teach him what to do and what 
not to do; to deliver him from eternal death, and 
exalt him to everlasting bliss, we may reasonably 
expect that one part will perfectly agree with an­
other, that tlie principles would be tho same 
throughout, since God is the same in all ages, 
man’s nature tho same, and the laws of right eter­
nally tho same. But the principle of tho earlier 
books is hatred. The Old Testament teaches us to 
do onr enemy all the harm wc can, while thu prin- 
cipleof the New Testament is lore,and we are-en­
joined to do our enemy all tho yuod wo can. In 
tho Old Testament wc read, “ An eye for an eye, 
a tooth for a tooth, stripe for stripe;” but our Sa­
viour tehches us, “ resist not evil; but whoso shall 
smite thee on tho one dlieek, turn to him tho other 
also.” .

Joshua orders, “ thou shall' save alive nothing 
that breatheth:” “ and Joshua smote all tho coun­
try, &c., and destroyed all that breathed, os the 
Lord (Sod commanded."

The very opposite of this wo rend in the New 
Testament. “ Lovo your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you. If thy 
enemy hunger, feed him.”

A book written by tho hand of God would show 
no contradictions. Turn to theso passages: “I 
have seen God face to face, and my lifo is pre­
served." “ Aud the Lord spake to Moses face to 
face as a man speaketh to his friend.” “Then 
went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they saw 
tho God of Israel.”

How do they agree with theso? “ No man bath 
seen God at any time.” “ Who only hath immor­
tality. dwelling in the light which no man can ap­
proach unto,'whom no man hath or can sec.” 
“ Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor 
seen his shape.”

In one place wo read, “ I will not pity nor spare, 
nor havo mercy, bitt destroy.” “ Thine eye shall 
have no pity upon them.” “ The Lord thy God is 
a consuming lire.” , '

In another, just tho opposite: “ The Lord is very, 
pitiful and of tender mercy.” “He doth not af- 
diet willingly.” “His mercy enduroth forever.” 
“ The Lord is good to all." “ God is love.”

In II. Samuel we read that ono of tho penalties 
of David’s sin was seven years of famine. But 
Chron. xxi says three years of famine.

“ So David bought the threshing-floor and tlio 
oxen for fifty shekels of silver.” 11. Sam. xxiv. .

“ So Dovid gave to Oman for the place six huri- 
dred shekels of gold.” I. Chron. xxi.

It is asserted in Ezekiel xviii: 20, “ Tho son shall 
not bear the iniquity of tho father.”

In Exodus xxv: 6, “I cm a Jealous God,visit- 
ing the iniquities of tho fathers upon the children.”

In tho second book of Samuel, xxiv, are these 
words: “And again the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel, and lie moved David

pleasure in the death of him that dieth, because 1 
" he hardened their hearts," to keep them froih i 
the state in which they might find favor, and thus 
“be destroyed." Scores of such self-eontmdic- . 
tions can be shown, and no violation of tlie con­
text;

Are they to be explained away by an ingenious 
and clerical reading of the text? Can it bo said 
that these inconsistencies will not appear when ; 
the wholo is read in its connections? Can’ they । 
ba repudiated on tho ground of garbled extracts < 
and misrepr " imitations? Is it not fact opposed to 
fact, princi le to principle? All assertion and de- , 
nuncintion I regard as mere breath—it amounts to 
notliing. It is one thing to indulge ridicule, quite . 
another to confute with argument. .
• Spirit.—" God is the same to-day and forever.” . 

■ Turn to Deut. xili: 6-10. It is the natural, in- ‘ 
alienable right of every one to judge for them­
selves of the character of God, and of tho true 
nnd most acceptable form of worshiping him, and 
also to tench tho same. Suppose my religious 
views differ from those of my family, my friends 
and my neighbors, differ from the community and 
nation in which I live, and by Christendom gen­
erally. The object of their religious adoration is 
to me a demon of wrath, revenge and blood; and 
but for the fact that their conceptions of God 
could not wholly root out nor suppress in their 
hearts all kindly instinct and sympathy, all rev­
erence for truth and humanity, all sentiments of 
justice and right, their theology had converted 
them into monsters of iniquity and cruelty. From 
a desire to save them from such dangerous views 
of God, I go to them and seek earnestly to win 
them to what I deem higher and truer views, and 
to a more practical and elevated worship. I am 
seized, and without regard to my sincerity and 
parental love, am stonca to death!

The idea that God ever enjoined a husband to 
stone a wife to death, it parent to kill u child, a 
child a parent, is monstrous. Human nature 
shudders at it. The human family is a unit, bound 
together by a common parentage, common na­
tures, common destiny. The idea that the uni­
versal Father could have exacted this is simply 
horrible—the human soul recoils from it. It nev­
er was and never can be done, while man is man 
and God is God. The Bible says ho did, anil gives 
certain evidence to prove it. I have no moro re­
spect for tlie proof than for the thing to be proved. 
1 can believe nothing which militates against the 
noblest attributes of Deity. Both are opposed to 
the teachings of God in Nature. A wrong is a 
wrong, no matter who commands it.

, Spirit.—“ Death is tlie triumph of life, but God 
never sanctioned such barbarity."

Turn to Exodus xvii, Deut. xxv, I. Sam. xv. 
Tlio Israelites attack tho Ainalokites, but nre re­
pulsed. Because of this it is said, “ Tho Lord will 
have war witli Amalek from generation to gen­
eration.” Moses was commanded to record the 
injury done to them by Amalek, and their wrath 
aiid revenge kept alive till a suitable time arrived 
to gratify it. In I. Samuel is an account of the 
final extermination of tho Amalekit.es, and the 
accomplishment of tho long-nurtured revenge. 
Saul is sent by Samuel to do the deed; and the 
commission begins with the usual “ thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, go and smite Amalek, and utterly 
destroy all that they have and spare them not, 
but slay both men mid women, infant and suck­
ling, ox and sheep, camel and ass."

Some four hundred years had elapsed since tho 
injury was done; now we are told God roused up 
in the Jews tlie spirit of revenge, and sends them 
out to slaughter men, women, children and suck­
lings, to punish them for wrongs done by thoir re­
mote ancestors. Can it be believed that tho God 
of Nature ever commanded a tribe of men to be 
exterminated because their ancestors centuries 
ago did wrong? What would bo thought of ven­
geance inflicted upon the people of England be­
cause of something committed by their forefathers 
in the time of Edward IV? Cail it bo believed

lions of Innocent people in Mexico, to sot up the 
cross. Who justifies tiiis'now? ■

And what evidence have we except from their 
own records. Unit these Jews were " the chosen 
people of God?" Does any cotemporary history 
even allude to such a claim? That they were cor­
rupt to the last degree, wo want no other jiroof 
than that afforded by themselves; nor havo wo 
any reason to believe that tho nations whom they 
destroyed, witli nil their idolatry, were moro wick­
ed than themselves, in all the relations of life.

Spirit.—“Tho God of all tho earth is a God of 
Justice."

In Judges xiv, 9: wo aro told thnt Samson, on 
the occasion of bls marriage, put forth a riddle to 
thirty young men, and made a bet of thirty sheets 
and thirty garments, that they could not solve it. 
Through the connivance of his wife, they succeed­
ed; and Samson, according to the account, in­
spired by tho spirit of the Lord, murdered nnd 
robbed thirty men to obtain the means of paying 
liis bet! ,

If.God is Lovo, the spirit of God is tbo spirit of 
Love. How, then, could Samson, under its influ­
ence, slay thirty innocent men? Suppose a man 
in the present day loses a bet, and to pay it, robs 
and murders thu first person lie meets on tho high­
way, and when arrested, tells us that tjio spirit of 
God incited him to the act! Who could believe 
him? If sinful now, was it not so tlien? “ Thou 
shalt not kill—thou shak not steal" was tho law 
then as well as now.

In Judges xv, 14-20: wearo told, “The spirit of 
tlie Lord came mightily upon Samson," and with 
the jaw-bone of an ass ho slow, a thousand men. 
Allow one minute to ono man, there were then 
seventeen hours of slaughterl .

■ And now the day declines—there stands Sam­
son, and around lie the bodies of his thousand 
victims, cold, stiff and ghastly. Exiiltingly he 
exclaims: “ Heaps upon heaps, with the jaw-bone 
of an ass have I slain a thousand men,” His long 
continued labor made him thirsty, and lie prayed. 
Prayed? Yes, prayed. To whom, Mars or Mo­
loch? Is he a devil worshiper, about to oiler his 
supplications to tlie God of Evil, who has assisted 
liim in his fiendish work? Nol he preys to the 
God of Mercy, Truth and Love—the Christian’s 
God, who inspired Jesus to say, “ Be ye merciful 
as your Father in heaven is merciful,’’.and “Fa­
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” • ■

But the story tells us, “God heard the prayer of 
Samson,” and caused water to spring out of the 
gory jaw-bone to revive his strength!”

Spirit.— ' All that is a fable, and not worthy of 
belief.”

When I withhold iny belief in these so-called 
miracles, I am told “ all things are possible witli 
God.” True; that God can at will,control or modi 
ify nature, is unquestionable. I say, al will, for 
the question is of will not of power. It is not that 
the Deity cannot modify his laws, but that we in­
sult him in imagining a possible necessity for mod­
ification. God’s laws were fashioned to embrace 
all contingencies that could bo in the future. With 
God, all is now.

An unchangeable God cannot work a miracle in 
tho theological definition. He cannot, produce an' 
effect without an adequate causo, or an u?ent 
above eternal law. God cannot contradict him­
self. He can will what he pleases, but lie must 
will in accordance with the principles ho has es­
tablished. If he could be supposed to will a world 
to be oblong or square, gravity, one of his own 
principles, would pay no heed to It, but would 
round it just as it would a dew drop. We cannot 
suppose God to annul, alter or destroy his own 
perfect attributes. •■

The Israelites, at the command of God, through 
Moses, Num. xxxi: warred against the Midianites.. 
All the male children and married women were .

I

evenings and mornings before the sun was made 
“ to divide the day from tho night!” Light ou tho 
first day—the sun and moon on the fourth 1

In its Geology it teaches that God mado the 
earth iu six days about six thousand years ago; 
whereas Geology demonstrates that the earth has 
existed for millions of ages, anil no geologist wor­
thy of the name disputes it. Many attempts have 
been made to reconcile this, new explanations aro 
being constantly made, and no two of them agree. 
Ono thinks tho six days means six thousand years, 
“ for a thousand years is with the Lord as one day 
and ono day as a thousand years,” which also 
makes the Lord to havo rested a thousand years!

Another pretends that every day was an indefi­
nite period of time, embracing countless millions

against them to say, ‘ Go number Israel and Ju­
dah.’ ” - •

Iu the corresponding plan, I. Chron. xxi,it reads, 
“ And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked 
David to number Israel.”

As these two quotations confessedly relate to 
the same event, how. can they be reconciled ? 
Wliich of the two was it tliat tempted David to 
number Israel? There is nothing to qualify or 
alter the literal reading of the two accounts, nor 
is the language metaphorical. If it is not a con­
tradiction, 1 do not know how words can be put 
together to make a contradiction. How comes it 
thnt nearly all books written without inspiration 
can be understood by al) alike, while a book said 
to be inspired by God himself as an infallible rule 
of faith aud'practice, should need commentators 
to explain it, and yet so intricate that no two com­
mentators can agree as to its meaning.

Gen. i: 31, “ God saw everything that ho had 
made, and behold, it was very good.”

Gen. vi: 6,"It repented the Lord that ho had 
made man, and it grieved him at his heart.”

Ezek. xviii: 32, “ The Lord has ho pleasure in 
him that dieth.” • -

Joshua x: 20, “ The Lord hardened their hearts, 
that they might find no favor and be utterly de­
stroyed.

Here tho prophet asserts that tho Lord does tako

that the Father of Love commanded his children 
thus to cherish the spirit of deadly hatred toward 
their fellow-beings from age to age, and then, nf­
ter ages had passed, instigate them to satiate their 
cherished revenge in the blood of infants? Yes, 
this is all assented to ns truth by Christendom, and 
I am denied the name of Christian because I do 
not and cannot believe it.
' Spirit.—“ God is a God of Lovo; that is a suffi­
cient denial.” .

Turn to Deut. vii. Did the God of Nature write 
the laws of lovo and fraternity on the hearts of his 
children, and then forbid one portion to promote 
one another’s prosperity or enter into any agree­
ment or friendship witli another portion of them? 
The Biblo says it did, and gives the following rea­
son why he did it: “ For thou art a holy people 
unto tho Lord thy God; therefore thine eye shall 
have ho pity upon-tho nations which tho Lord thy 
God giveth unto thee, but shall utterly consume 
them all.” Holy people, indeed! If this be holi­
ness, what is sin? • ■

Joshua vi. tells how this holy people executed 
these instructions. “They utterly destroyed all 
that was in the city, both men and women, young 
and old, ass and sheep, with tho edge of tlie 
sword.” And in viii: 24-26, it says: “Ho drew 
not back his hand until ho had utterly destroyed 
all the inhabitants of Ai as the Lord God of Israel 
commanded.” . ' .

Then we aro told that for four hundred years 
God watched over and disciplined that portion of 
liis children called Israelites, to wage tho extrem­
ity of war against other portions of the great hu­
man family, all children of the same heavenly Fa­
ther. :

Tho story, as told in the Biblo, is one of fearful 
horror. God, as it relates, had settled to destroy 
certain nations, and to give their country and 
wealth to ahother nation. Four hundred years 
before tho deed was done, ho is made to say that 
he must wait “ till their iniquity is full.” So the 
Jews aro led through various trials for four hun­
dred years, till the Canaanites nro wicked enough 
to bo destroyed! Why not convert and not kill 
them?

Then by a series of most astounding-events, 
such as tho passage of a deep sea or river on dry 
land; of one million of people being sustained 
forty years in a desert without laboring for food 
or raiment,one suit of clothes lasting all the time; 
a flock of quails gathering round tho camp 
of Israel, covering tho surface of the earth Over 
thirty miles in width all around tho camp, and 
three and one-half feet deep, to furnish food for, 
the people; the sun and moon standing still to 
enable these holy people to march to tho slaugh­
ter of whole nations of God’s children, which had 
never known or injured them. This, God is said 
to have done, because ho bad sworn to Abraham 
that ho would do it.

The great end of all this slangliter is said to have 
been to establish on earth tlie worship of ono. 
God, in opposition to Polytheism. Important as 
this maybe, can it be supposed that to win men 
to this doctrine, tho just and loving Father would 
array his children one against another? Is this 
tho why to root out error and establish truth? If 
living in darkness, could not tho infinite wisdom 
and power of God have devised some way to en­
lighten them? But the Bible and all Christians 
would havo us believe that the sword, dyed deep 
in tho blood of millions, was the great argument 
to establish the doctrine and worship of God I So 
thought tho Spaniards when they sacrificed mil-

ordered to bo massacred, and the unmarried wo- . 
men'to bo given to their captors for wives and 
concubines. Thirty-two thousand maidens were 
thus distributed among them. How many men, 
women nnd children were butchered, tho record 
does not show; and all done by the express coin- - 
maud of God—“Tho Lord said unto Moses.”

Pause—reflect on this order. “ Kill every male 
among the little ones.” The little ones all to bo 
killed solely because they aro males I nnil women 
solely because they are mothers! and thirty-two 
thousand youugdaughters to be handed over to be-, 
come wives and concubines of those who had mur­
dered their parents and defenceless infant brothers I 
And the Biblo assures us all this was sanctioned 
by God, and tho Churches of Christendom say 
they believe it.. No one would believe it were tho 
account in any other book; yet they profess to be­
lieve it because it is in the Biblo.

Spirit.—" This is the strongest passage you havo 
written.” .

We read in Judges xx: that the children of Is­
rael went up to tho house of God, and asked coun­
cil of Him, saying: “ Which of us shall go up first 
to battle against the children of Benjamin?" And 
tho Lord said, Judah shall go up first. Judah 
went up first, but was defeated, with tho loss of 
twenty-two thousand men. Again they inquired 
of tho Lord, find tbo Lord said, “Go up against 
Him;” and in tlio second onset Benjamin slew 
eighteen thousand of them. Again they inquired, 
and the Lord said,“Go—I will deliver them into 
thy hand.” They went up—they surprised tho 
Benjamites and slew twenty-five thousand. Thus, 
in theso three battles, fought according to the Bi­
ble, by direct command of God, sixty-fivo thou­
sand of God’s children are slain, brother against 
brother! Call you this a God of Mercy? •

Spirit.—“No; that is a God of wrath, while our 
Father is a God of Love.” .

We have another dreadful account in 2 Sam. 
xxi: which states that God sent a famine in the 
days of David, for three years, and when they in­
quired of the Lord, lie said it was for Saul and liis. 
bloody house—he slew the Gibeonites. We might 
ask, was that any worse than killing the Amali- 
kites? However, to appease the wrath of tho 
Lord, they hung up Saul’s seven sous to atone for 
tho sin of their father, and after that wc aro told, 
“God was entreated for the land."

Is It reasonable to suppose that God moved 
David to number Israel, and then for his doing so, 
slew seventy thousand people innocent of David’s 
sin, if sin it be? or tliat God slew fifty thousand 
men in one town for looking into the ark. '

As Elisha is journeying toward Bethel, he falls . 
in with a number of children, who, sportively, call ' 
him “Bald Head.” For this trivial offence ho 
curses them “in tho name of the Lord,” and there 
came forth two she bears from the wood and tear 
forty-two of them to pieces. 2 Kings, i, 23-24.

By this we are taught that the Almighty God— 
the source of all loveliness, who tills all space with 
his glory, who is never swayed as man is by thu 
impulse of passion—suddenly feH into a rage with 
children, and sent two infuriated wild beasts to 
destroy them! and all this because they cried out 
iu mirthful derision of an old man! And what 
sort of a prophet or teacher Of truth and goodness, 
both by word and actions, could he be who could 
thus malevolently curse a child? Not so did. Je­
sus, the greatest of all prophets. Ho evoked no 
curse, but blessings, even ou his enemies; and. as 
to children, he said, “ Suffer little children to come 
unto me.”

Viewing these things with a mind divested of 
the pTO'Utiice caused by early training,! am shock­
ed by theso atrocities; and many moro might be
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cited, committed tinder tho pretended sanction of । 
Jehovah. As likely would It bo for tho clouds to i 
rain down fire, and burn up all vegetation, as that I 
an all-loving Father should give his sanction to 
such iniquities. i>

Spirit.—"W’u llko that; knowledge in too well 
dlffUHed for men to believe nil that is in thalli' 
ble." ...

Turn to Exodus, xxxil: which represents God 
ns exceedingly angry, and saying: “ Let me alono 
thnt my wrath may wax hot against them, and 
that I may consume them, and I will make of theo 
a great tuition.” But Moses is represented as re- 
inonstrating against such n wholesale slaughter: 
appeals to the Lord’s ambition and vanity, and 
asks what, tho Egyptians will say of him if ho 
does; tells him they will exult over him, etc. Tho 
Lord finally repents of the evil which ho thought 
to do in killing tho wholo nation for that one act, 
sparing only Moses. But tho Lord said, “Put 
every mnn his sword by his side, nnd go in nnd 
out from gate to gate throughout tho camp; nnd 
slay every man Ids brother, aud every man his 
companion, and every man his neighbor;” nnd 
there fell that day three thousand men. By this 
sacrifice, the Lord’s anger was appeased.

And is God angry with men,passionate, revenge­
ful? Is he to bo teased and coaxed from murder? 
Are we called on to believe this in the name of 
Christianity? It. is true, there are men who pro­
fess to believe this to the letter—pious men, who 
find comfort therein, and count it part of their 
Christianity to believe it. Read tlie whole, chap­
ter, then contrast it with the idea, “ God is Love,” 
and reconcile the two if yoti can. It has been said 
with truth, “ Perfect love casts out fear.” Tlio 
converse is quite as true—fear easts out love. The 
superstitious man begins by fearing God, not lov­
ing him. ’

Spirit.—" Wc aro pleased with every word.”
This God of terror, fear, hatred, revenge, belongs 

to tho Jews; one which they fashioned for them­
selves after their own image. Now, turn to the 

' teachings of the blessed Jesus nnd his disciples: 
“ Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 
God, and every one that lovcth is born of God 
and knoweth God, for God is Love. Herein is 
love, not that wo loved God, but that he loved us. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, wo ought also to lovo 
ono another."

Look on that picture, thon on this. Can two 
things be more essentially ■ and eternally at war 
than are these two ideas of God? Yet wo aro 
told that both are true, and that wo must learn to 
reconcile them.

. is it possible for human ingenuity to effect a 
compromise between tho spirit that dictated tho 
109th Psal in, and that which dictated Luke vi :27-28? 
The spirit, that controlled thc Psalmist, led him to 
imprecate every - conceivable curse and calamity 

' upon his enemy, and upon his wife and children: 
“Let his days be few, and another take liis oflico 
—let his children bo fatherless, and his wife a 
widow—lot his children bo continually vagabonds 
and bog—let them seek their bread, also, out of 
their desolate places—let tho extortioner catch all 
that he hath, and lot the stranger spoil his labor. 
Let there be none: to extend mercy unto him, 
neither let there bo any to favor his fatherless' 
children. Let his posterity be ciit off, and in the 
generations following, let their', namo be blotted 
out. Let tlio iniquity of his father be remember­
ed with the Lord, and lot not tho sin of his mother 
be blotted out. Lot them bo before tlio Lord con-

such a host could hnvo been had nowhere. I can­
not believe that the Gileadites slcwof tho Ephraim- 
ites, tlieir brethren, 42,(100 men—that tlio Benjam- 
Ites killed 40,000 men of Israel, nor that tho hitter 
retaliated, and killed 43,000 Benlnmltcs “nil mighty 
men of valor"—thnt tho Philistines slow of Is­
rael 30,000 men—that the former had 30,000 chari­
ots—that David slew 40/100 Syrian horsemen— 
that Peknh, king of Israel slew of Judah in one 1 
day 120,000 men, “ all valiant and brave ”—or that 
ho carried away captive sons and daughters, wo­
men and fair maidens to tho number of 200,000— 
that Abijah with 400,000 men went out to fight 
Jeroboam with 800,000, nnd bent him, leaving half 
a* million Israelites dead on the field, to say noth­
ing of his own losses, a carnage simply impossible. 
Waterloo’s bloody field counted less than 5000 dead. 
Manassas, Richmond’s seven days’ fighting, Fred­
ericksburg, Antietam, Chnncellorsvllle, Gettys­
burg, with tlieir mighty hosts, backed by Parrot 
guns, shell, grapnel!, grope nnd Minitf bullets, 
rifled cannon and revolving pistols, swords, car­
bines, heat and thirst, with all other dreadful en­
ginery, did not send lialf that number of souls to 
their long rest. How, then, is it possible to be­
lieve theso Rabbinical statements?—and bow can 
I believe that 12,000 Israelites slew all tho males 
of an entire nation, the Midianites, and took cap­
tives all tin Ir little ones and women, without the 
loss of a man ?

It is reasonable to suppose that if God had 
mado or caused a book to lie made that was to bo 
a guide in tho most important matters to young 
and old, learned and unlearned, that it would 
havo been written in tlio plainest possible man­
ner, with no ambiguity, that all might understand 
and obey. A book full of mysteries can benefit 
no ono. But the Bible contains a great deal that 
tbe mass of people cannot understand, aud not a 
little that no one can understand.

Take tho Book of Revelations, for instance. 
Hundreds of persons have written comments up­
on it, and yet thero is no agreement upon, its 
meaning; a proof thnt it is anything but plain. 
One supposes that it is the history of the Christian 
Church to tho end of the world; another, that it 
refers to the destruction of Jerusalem and tho 
wars of tlie Romans. Protestants think that it 
points in tlie very plainest manner to the Roman 
Anti-Christ, and tlie final destruction of Popery; 
while the Catholic is equally certain that it refers 
t > tlio Anti-Christ Luther, and tlie final destruction 
of Protestantism. Tlie greatest portion of Ezekiel 
is a cloud of thick darkness that the mind’s eye 
seeks in vain to penetrate; and the same may be 
said of Daniel. In fact, except tho historical part 
of tho Bible, a great proportion of it is dark aud 
mysterious, and comparatively littlo of it plain 
and easy to be understood. Hence wc havo many 
contending sects and parties, each professing to 
mako the Bible its guide and standard, yet all sat­
isfied that the rest aro wrong.

The Bible is so dark that it reflects the imago of 
every sect professed to be based upon its teach­
ings. Tlio Methodist looks therein, and ho sees 
the religious system of John Wesley. Tho Cal­
vinist sees his partial, cruel God, and the everlast­
ing damnation of all but tho chosen few, tho elect. 

. Tho Universalist, the ultiinato felicity of all. In 
short, every one sees thc imago of his own belief, 
as in a mirror, and persuades himself that ho 
alono is right. If tho Bible wore not obscure, 
thero could not bo this world-wide difference

Wrlttcn for the llnniier of Light.

A FLEA FOK THE TEMPTED.
BY MABY ANNWIHTAKEJt.

" Hut ro ye, nnd fcarn whnt Hint nirnnctli;
1 will have mercy, nnd not lacrfllcc."

Swift rolling centuries have passed sinco Ho, 
The Italy one, in whom wns found no guilo, 

Bade men, self-righteous, solve the mystery
Of thoso strange words, nor tho weak heart ro- 

vilo, '
When striving ’gainst tho fierce and angry swoop 

Of dark Temptation’s waters, as they rise, 
And onward rush across tho mighty deep

Of life, o’crwhehiiing all its sympathies; 
And yet our bands we coldly, proudly wave, 
Unlike His hand stretched forth tl i sinking soul 

to save.

Man scorns his fallen brother, oven now, 
Though Christ's puro teachings echo through 

the land.
He stands erect, with stern and haughty brow, 

The strictest retribution to demand;
And the poor sinner, trampled in the dust, 

Bears to his grave thc footprints of disdain;
He looks around, but finds no placo of trust 

Where he may rest, in hope to rise again.
Relentless glances freeze the blesse'd tears, 
Which angels consecrate, and penitence endears.

Shame on the coward Pharisees that spurn ;
The trembling, erring child of grief and sin, | 

Who longs, yet fears to speak of thoughts which j 
burn

On the stained altar, onco so fair, within
That glorious temple of humanity, >

Now desecrated, yet not ruined all;
Oh! Love’s restoring power, so strong and free, 

Alone can answer tlio wild spiritual!,
And by a thrilling music of Its own, . ■ ■
Chango every burning thought to sorrow’s gen­

tlest tones.

Where, where aro they, the champions .of our 
faith, . . " . .

Whoso bosoms throb with impulses divino?
Heedless of all that worldly wisdom saith

In Reason’s name, they wait not to define
The compliciited causes that have led

Frail human beings down the rocky steep 
Of Error; with a rapid, whirling tread,

Till, dizzy and affrighted, they would leap
Into the dark abyss of woejbut there,
E’en there God’s servants haste to save them from

edge should Increase.'* Ho who lives true to him- 
seif, whose aspirations nro for divine growth, will 
receive those Inspirations wliich will link him to 
nil thc magnetic Centres from which nre radiated 
divine intelligence, mid he may bo said to be in 
rapport with Deity, and a most perfect image of 
Deity himself. But as the shell is often more 
conspicuous than its contents, and must bo neces­
sarily sacrificed in thc perfection and growth of 
tho germ, so tho old forms, the old theologies, 
injist decay In thc incubation and birth of higher 
conditions.

Tho dawning light of to-dny reveals where wo 
havo slumbered in the night of tho past. Real 
practical benevolence is the watchword of souls 
standing at the threshold of heaven, aud they 
who, infatuated by passion nnd selfishness, nro 
wandering by thc moonbeam's misty' light to seek 
some easy couch or rose-scented bower of repose, 
and cling to thc drapery of mysterious mnrvcl- 
ousness, selling the gift of God for pieces of silver, 
will, like Judas of old, blindly fall from the rug­
ged heights of sublime grandeur where they have 
stood in the presence of Deity of old, they betray 
him with a kiss into the hands of those who would 
cast lots for tho spotless robe of purity, and placo 
thorns upon the head of the just, till drops of 
grief and bloody sweat trickle down the face, and 
cruel thrusts bring forth the exclamation, “ My 

I Godl my God! why hast thou forsaken me?” Ye 
I upon whoso vision has burst the iloodgato of 
I everlasting light, proclaiming freedom and deliv- 
| erance from the thralldom of the past, why stand 
I ye at the giddy’ shrine.of pleasure, idly intoxicat­

ed with your petty schemes for happiness and a 
I name, in the worship of idols you havo carved 

with your own hands, while the cry of the mourn- 
I er is hoard in the land and the wretched souls yo 
I have starved aro crying to you for light, and seek­

lug at your hands sympathy, encouragement, and 
aid? ' .

I Tho great battle between Gog and Magog is bo­
ring fought. Hundreds of thousands of sufferers 

aro martyrs, by loss of everything that life holds 
dear for the cause of freedom. Tho freed, thom- 

Iselvcs, fly in destitution together, only to suffer 
I from fear of tliose who hunt, shoot and rob them, 
I to whom they aro indebted for property and

no power could stay Its onward progress. It 
would cituso the desert to blossom like thc rose, 
and bring the West ofthe spirit-world into rapport 
with' thc generous souls of this, till love, good­
will, kindness and harmony would drown tho 
spirit of passion and hate.

J. DWIOUT STILLMAN,
A. A. Surgeon, V. S. A., Columbia, Kg.

OrerlniKl Sketches.—No. !J»
Dear Banneb—Again from the land of sun- ’ 

set I greet you and your many readers with a fow 
brief sketches. Wo nro now encamped for a few 
days to recruit our teams,‘upon a beautiful stream 
on tho western slope of tho Kooky Mountains, 
sixty miles from Balt Lake City.

While ascending thc mountains, for many days 
before wo reached Ft. Laramic, wo saw Laramie 
Peak, whose snow-capped summit, high reared 
amid thc clouds, seemed almost to join the shad­
ow-land with ours. Tho scenery along dur road 
is beautiful, ay, even grand, and defies iny poor 
powers of description. Yet its grandeur does not 
come up to iny expectations. Instead of passing 
through deop defiles and ragged gorges, with 
craggy cliffs towering mountain-high on cither 
side, ns I had supposed, our pathway has been 
smooth and almost unbroken over thc top of tho 
Rocky Mountains. The chief objects of interest 
along our journey on the eastern slope of tho 
mountains, were the rocky bluff on cither side of 
tlio Platte and Sweetwater rivers. These bluffs 
arc not high, but old father Timo, with liis chisels 
of wind and storm, has beautifully carved their 
perpendicular sides into fanciful and grotesque 
shapes, making them resemble ancient castles, 
towers, and,fortifications.

Tho Devil's Gate is composed of granite rocks 
forming a solid wall over four hundred feet high, 
on cither side of the Sweetwater, a beautiful 
stream, whoso surface seemed liko a polished 
mirror, reflecting the perpendicular walls and 
tho blue sky above, until tho beholder fancies ho 
has found a gateway to a beautiful world below; 
Inscribed high upon tho walls of this gate aro the 
names of hundreds who have passed onto the 
land of gold. Why this should bo called the

tinually, thnt ho may cut off tho memory of them 
from the earth." And all this because his enemy 
had slandered him! '

How different tlio spirit which influenced the 
heart of Josus, which led him to say, “ Lovo your • 
enemies; do good to them that hate you; bless 
them thnt curse you and despltefully use you and 
persecute you.” . .

Spirit.—" This is the true roligiph."
The great ovil of tho doctrine that the Bible as a 

whole is to bo received as a truth, is that it lays 
ono under tho constant mental effort to reconcile 
contradictions in morals; to prove that which is 
false now wns a truth' onco; that which is injus-. 
ticc now was justice onco; that -which is wrong 
now was right once, nnd what is inherently op- 
poend to the nature of God, was onco in harmony 
•withit. '

Tne word of G od should bo puro. Coming from 
a God of purity and holiness to teach men to bo 
puro nnd holy, there should bo nothing in it to 
sully the mind nnd thus brutalize mnn. If tbe 
Bible had been God’s book, and intended by him 
to bo in the hands of all, ho certainly would havo 

' made it fit for all to read. But many parts of the 
Bible are filthy’, nnd unfit for tho bauds of young 
persons, anil were they in any otiier book, a dc- 
cent man would be ashamed for it to bo seen in 
his house. How can that bo tho word of God 
which is too indecent to bo road? wliat father 
would fend out aloud such parts to his daughters?

(Spirit.—“That is a just criticism.”
If God had written, or inspired men to write, ‘a 

book which was to be man’s guide to happiness 
and heaven, in all ages of the world, to tho end of 
time, is it not reasonable to expect that it would 
be filled with thc most important truths, and that 
nothing would lip found therein but wliat was of 
universal benefit? Now, all wlio diave read tho 
.Bible with open eyes, know that a considerable 
flortion of it is occupied with trifling matters of no, 
inportance to any one, and a great deal more ls 

■ occupied with wliat might havo been useful to 
tho Jews, but do not in the least concern us.

. Look nt tho long and conflicting genealogies—tho 
dreadful account of murder and rapine, and tho 

' numerous stories which can have no relation
1 whatever to our well-being horo or destiny here­

after. .
What moral lesson is taught by telling us of 

Judah’s intercourse with Tamar—of the Levites 
cutting up his cdncublne into twelve pieces, and 
distributing a piece to each of the twelve tribes— 
of David’s killing and mutilating two hundred 
Philistines, that he might marry Saul’s daughter 
—of David’s numerous adulteries, and of David's 
dying charge to Solomon to bring down tlie hoary 
head of old Shimei to the grave with blood, be­
cause Shimoi had cursed him.

Of wliat use is it to us how tho tabernacle was 
built—how many curtains were made for it, and 

■ what the length and breadth of them? Of what 
importance is it to us to know what kind of a 
dress Aaron wore—what the shoulder-pieces were 
composed of, and how it was fastened together? 
Such petty details might suit the cramped minds 
of a semi-barbarous people, but what world-wido 
uso of beauty is thero in them that they should 
be regarded by intelligent persons of tho present 
day’ as divine oracles? •

Who can believe that tho God of Nature ever

among honost, well-meaning men, as thousands 
of sectarians are. . • •
' Many think that tho doctrine of tho Trinity is 

.cooval with the writings of the Apostles, but 
history has marked its origin at a later period. 
Tho sentiments of tlio primitive Christians for the . 
first three centuries were pretty uniform,butin the 
reign of Constantine a dispute arose between two 
blsiiops of Alexandria—Arius and Alexander— 
which soon spread into other Churches, inflaming 
bishop against bishop, and exciting tho most dead­
ly strifes and hatred against each other. The con­
troversy related to tho character of Christ; ono 
maintained the unity of God, while tho other con­
tended that tho son was “ consubstantial with the 
Father." Nothing was ever said of tho “ third per­
son;” that came in long after, nor was the word 
Trinity ever mentioned. '

It was to settle this question that tho Council of 
Nico was in fact assembled; the makingofthe Bi­
ble was a secondary consideration, and camo up 
incidentally. Tho Council decided in favor of 
Alexander, and proceeded to draw up tho “Nicene 
Creed,” and to anathematize all who dared enter­
tain a different opinion.

Tlio Scriptures were then no longer the standard 
of the Christian faith; wliat was Orthodox nnd 
what Heterodox was to be determined by the do? 
cisions-of Fathers and Councils, and enforced by 
imperial edicts and decrees. The now doctrine 
and the old wore banded about from council to 
council, first tho ono and then tho other being 
in the ascendant.- Now tlio Orthodox are de­
posed, tlio Arians substituted in tlieir places, 
with tho murder of thousands, tho now bishops 
Introduced into their churches by armed soldiers, 
and when once iti possession thoy treated thoso 
who differed from them without mercy. Then 
again tho Synod of A. D., 375, after two months’ 
consultation, decreed tho doctrino of“tho Son’s 
being llko the Father or to his essence,” to 
bo the true Orthodox faith, and deposed all 
tho bishops of the Arian party. This highly 
exasperated tho Emperor Valens, who convened 
a Council of Arian bishops, transferring their 
churches to their opponents.

In tho year 378, Gratian, of tlio Orthodox party, 
ascended tlio throne. He recalled thoso that had 
been banished, and drove tho Arians like wild 
beasts out of their churches.

In 383 the Second General Council was assem­
bled at Constantinople, “ in order to confirm the 
Nicene faith.” Here, then, is tho origin and pro­
gress of tho doctrine of tho Trinity. During all 
thistimo tho controversy was confined to“tho 
consubstantiality of the Father and tlio Son;” 
several centuries rolled on before tho personality 
of the Holy Spirit was brought in; nor was the 
dispute finally settled until tho Council of Trout 
in 15(12 fixed the doctrino of “ three in one undone 
in three" upon the Christian Church.

[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.]

despair.

On wings of love they fly, and fondly clasp 
Tlie'drooping form so sullied and debased;

No worldling’s; taunt can loosen tlieir firm clasp, 
Wliich close, and closer grows, till holies en­

cased
By iron Prejudice onco more are free; .

That casket shivers at Compassion’s touch,
And the warm sunlight of tho lifo to be

Renews tlio softening heart, though overmuch 
It sinned. Who knows how long such hearts 

have striven,
Bruised, crushed, unaided, lone, by vain men un­

. forgiven?

Hopeful, wo turn our yearning gaze around 
This busy, moving scene of mortal strife, 

Believing Christian heroes may be found, 
Steadfast and puro, to lead us on where lifo 

Immortal flows from tho Eternal source, 
Transparent, pure, bursting the icy chains', 

Designed by rigid formalists to force
Tho free-born mind to own. their ruthless claims. 

Ains I how fow stand true to Liberty, 
That glorious heritagejof humanityl *

Rise, soldiers of tho Cross I your leader lives t 
. Lift your glad eyes to yonder home of peace, 
Whence ho surveys tho struggling world, and 

■ gives
Now power to wield tlio weapons of release— 

Rise, in tho strength of Him whoso ijame yo bear,
Fight tho good fight of faith for all who mourn, 

Victims of sin, oppressed by wrong and care,
Down-trodden by tho world, despised, forlorn— 

Up! rest not till tho victory be ■won! ' .
Till Christ triumphant reign, till His great work 

bo done! ' '
St. Louie, Mo.,IBM,' . '

wealth. They stand dying upon the shores of tho 
great Fatlier of Waters for want of food and 
clothing and knowledge. Family after family of 
white ai)d black refiigees, in tho most squalid 
wretchedness, and poverty, aro coming to these 
shores for protection. Aro those who ignore tho 
Church for want of puro benevolence, who as­
sume to contend for the weightier matters of tho 
law, Justice, temperance and mercy to bo without 
commissions for their aid? Xs it necessary that 
Spiritualists become organized into a body before 

‘tlioy can send men and women, money, food 
and clothing to tho suffering? If so, then in 
tho name of humanity, bo yo organized; if not, 

I let it no longer be said to you, “ By your fruits 
I shall yo know them,” that while “ Christian Com­
missions ” and “ Sanitary Commissions ” of every 
other namo abound, that nowhero aro the Spiritu­
allots represented in the great work of humanity 
and benevolence. 'Wliile they arc rich and influ- 
cntial, ready for every good word and work, thoy 
havo nowhere agents, or teachers, or commissiaus 
to give dignity to tho great cause of social and 

I political progress by occupying the field of usoful- 
I ness and labor, upon principles corresponding 
I with tho liberality and charity which they hold 
I forth, uninfluenced, as not many societies are, 
I like their representatives, by tho bigoted and sec- 
I tarian lines which they draw for the guidance of 

tlieir charities. Hence tho popular soldier, who is 
I paid by Government and furnished by Govern- 
I ment with liberal rations and food when well or 
I sick, is the almoner of popular commissions, while

the poor, and ignorant, and suffering die in sightjof 
I well-stored buildings for a more fortunate .but 
I none thc less deserving class.
I To-day I met a woman living in a wretched hut 
I with eight of lier children, soverargrandchildrcn, 
I and others, who says sho has had nineteen chil­

dren, five of whom are in tho Union army, six

ferrispnnfo^

ordered a man to be decked out liko a harlequin, 
in order tliat he might minister acceptably at his 
altar? Read the description of tho breastplate, 
tho ephod, the robe, tho braided coat, the girdle, 
the mitre, and crown. Imagine a man decked 
out in all this gaudy show. Yet wo arc told that 
the quality, the ent, fashion, and trimming of the 
garments were all ordered by the Being " who 
hath measured thc waters in the hollow of his 
hand and meted out heaven with the span,” 
“ whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain!”

Spirit.—" All tins accords with our sentiments.” 
Now let it be distinctly understood, once for all, 

that no one can entertain a profounder respect 
for the truths of tho Bible than myself. Its moral 
teachings embraced in tbe golden rule, its sublime 
prophecies of good to come, and its eloquence 
challenge our deepest regard. But it does not 
follow tliat I am bound to accept tho interpola­
tions, puerilities and absurdities of tho Rabbins, 
because they happen to bo bound up within its 
lids along with much tliat is unquestionably true.

I cannot believe that the -waters of tlio Jordan 
ever stood in heaps liko solid walls in tlio time of 
its flood, nor that the sun and moon stood still at 
tho command of Joshua, or Any other man. I 
cannot believe that iu Noah's time a flood of wa­
ter only twenty-seven and a half feet deep above 
tho level of the sea, covered the Himalaya moun­
tains, which arc five miles high—“ fifteen cubits 
upwards did the waters prevail and tho moun­
tains were covered." A cubit is twenty-two 
inches.

I do not believe that the Egyptian magicians 
over transformed rods into living serpents—that 
a whale’s throat, no larger than my arm, over 
swallowed a man—that tho Hebrews in their 
flight from Egypt numbered 603,550 fighting men 
over twenty years of ago, and to tliis we must add 
the old men, women aud children to get tho entire 
population. Those who havo visited tbe plains 
where this vast host were said to havo been, aver 
that by no. possibility could every available spot 
of cultivable land in that whole region, from Si- 

i to the. Mediterranean, and from the Nilo to 
jcho afford food enough in ono year to sup- 

t number for a single week; while water for

For tho Banner of Light.
■ ■. . XINES. ' ' ' ' '

THROUGH MBS. CABBIE V. McLELLAN.-WASHING-
. ton, i>. c. ,

The earth was shaken with terrific thunder, - 
That sounded far and wide, ■ . / : .

And shed.o ’er Washington’s great city
A pall of warfare’s tide.. . . .

' The cannon told its fearful story, ' ■''
As loudly booming, its shot it sped, 

Marking with a desolation gory, .
Its pathway o’er the early dead.

Soldiers with earnest looks and mien , 
Went forth from out their earthly screen, 
And bado defiance to tho band .
That would pollute a nation’s land.
Man takes his course, and vengeance falls 
With fearful force. Lo I rise tho dead, 
That waken from their bloody bed, 
On the bright spirit’s hoppy, shore. 
There, lost in wonder, joy, and peace, 
Each mortal feels immortal life, 
And greets onco moro familiar face.
Still voices fall from spirit-land, 
To every patriot on every hand, 

11 Your country cries—it begs—it bleeds 
For Justice, aye, for honest deeds! 
Oh, will yo let it die indeed, 
For want of trutli, in want of good 
Merely, for politicians’ food? ' 
Ah, no! remember tho early fathers stood 

' With planted foot, uplifted hand, 
Upon a glorious, free-born land;
And now with eyes and ears more clear, 
Mark a nation’s action on earth’s sphere.

. Oh, listen ero it bo too late!
A people’s pride and boast should bo 
Justice and Truth and Purity." 
Ah! loud and fearful'is tho storm 
That's gathering round tho quiet homo! 
For Vengeance treads with awful feet 
Tho Nation’s path—and small and great 
Must feel the force of heavenly fate, 
’Till Truth is come, and Justice dono 
In all tho land of Washington.

Prncticnl Spirituality—An Appeal for I 
the Suffering Unionists. '
Tliere was a timo when every moral impulse I 

which filleda conscious nature with inward satis- I 
faction was regarded as the Holy Spirit, so that I 
Christianity camo down to us baptized in its very I 
essence with'tho idea of spirit influence. Too I 
vague and mythical are all tho expressions of re- I 
ligious literature for tlio metaphysician, who I 
would base the laws of mind upon a natural and I 
firm.basis, with its superstructure symmetrical I 
and beautiful, the handiwork of a divino artist, 
who had studied tlio sculptured, souls of all ere- I 
ation, and imaged forth in mali tho omnipresent I 
principle of intelligence in its perfection. For 
wipit of a true appreciation of divino or perfect 
harmony, wo have fed, liko the prodigal, upon the 
husks, and now tho present age of reason arid free I 
thought calls aloud for the fatted calf to be slain, 
and the great family of mankind to be gathered 
together fora' feast of rejoicing that our erring 
brothers are still with us, and not cast out of the 
humanitarian church, ortho brotherhood of God,

are dead, and eight are with lior, with nothing but 
the cold ground for a bed, suffering from disease 
and inclemency of weather. As I went from the 
wretched dwelling to another where were congre­
gated women and children in the same condition, 
another said, “ I hayo five sons in tho arniy, fight­
ing for freedom.” And yet sho, like thousands of 
others who have bornoand raised up defenders 
of our country’s honor, tlio martyrs for freedom 

I in a darker hue, are gathered together in. camps, 
women and cliildren, whoso husbands, fathers 
and sons aro conscripted. In their closely crowd­
ed huts, rudely built, yoti will find an old woman 

I learning her letters, witli hor children, half naked,

Devil’s Gate I cannot tell; it seemed to me more 
like an entrance to paradise.

As we neared tlio South Pass, the lofty, snow­
capped peaks of tlio Wind River Mountains pre­
sented a cold but beautiful contrast to tlio scenery 
wo had left behind, yet one-half of their grandeur 
is lost to the beholder, for he cannot sec them un­
til ho has more than half wny ascended to their 
summit. Our descent down the western slope of 
the mountain, for nearly two hundred miles, is 
the same smooth and almost unbroken roadway 
which characterized that of the eastern slope. Tlio 
surrounding scenery, however, is changed, for up­
on threo sides of us aro high mountains, whose, 
snowy summits are lost amid tlie clouds—the 
Wind IRiver on the northeast, the Bear on'the 
west, and the Uintah on the south. • Nestled upon 
a littlo stream wliich winds its way through the 
latter into tlie Great Salt Luke, is our present 
encampment. Close by, and on either side of us, 
theso mountains rear their snowy heads. One of 
our party lias just returned with a pail full of 
snow gathered from the top of thq nearest It 
was certainly a rarity for midsummer. .

Our journey thus far has been a very pleasant 
one, tho weather fair, and in the mountains quite 
cool. Wo have encountered but one storm since 
we loft Iowa, and that was moro terrific than J 
thought it possible for mo to behold. The clouds 
commenced gathering about noon, arid as they 
drew near they grew dense and still more dense, 
until it seemed as if one-lialf tlio sky was vailed 
in midnight darkness. And thus it continued 

-to gatlier tho blackened clouds of heaven, as if 
preparing for the mighty combat. We halted; 
pitched our tents, and prepared for the . worst; 
About dark tho storm broke forth in thunder 
peals above our heads, and the lightning danced 
in mystic majesty, lighting up tho dense darkness, 
not at intervals as I liad seen it in tho States, for 
there was no cessation until nearly day-break. 
The rain fell not as is usual ih thunder storms, but 
tho whole heaven of blackened clouds seemed 
condensed to water, aud fell in one vast sheet; sub­
merging the laud surrounding our encampment 
in about eight inches of water; but the morning 
dawned again as calm, and tho sun' looked forth 

' as if forgetful of tho stormy past, and we passed 
i on our way rejoicing. .

We have passed hundreds of men and women, 
, mostly with-ox teams, bound for Idaho, Califof-j 
i nia, Nevada, and Oregon. Nearly nil exhibit 
' happy, smiling faces as they greet us with, “ Where

around tlie blitzing fire, terrified at tlie thought of 
guerrillas or rebel soldiers, who treat them with- 
outmercy.

Is there not work here for practical Spiritualists 
and philanthropists? and is it not consistent with 
the position by which you wish to contradistin­
guish yourselves frem others? Tliere is n fascina­
tion in words fitly spoken, come they from intel­
ligences in the form or out, but there is a inpre 
sublime significance in deeds that dry the tears of 
anguish, that warm the freezing heart, desolate 
and weary with want and suffering and pain.

Arc tho millions of Spiritualists, whoso very 
name links them to the most benevolent and puro 
that ever trod the earth, who went about doing 
good, feeding tho hungry and staying the tide of 
misery, tho teacher and saviour of his age, who 
spoke the parable that illustrated the spirituality 
of tlio kingdom of heaven in these words, “ I was 
an hungered, and yo gave me moat; I was naked, 
and ye clothed me; I was in prison, and yo visited 
me," to stand idle amid scenes like these?

to wiinder alono with tho passionate and selfish 
swine, and partake of their unsatisfying food, 
haggard and pale for want of a full and generous 
diet. The day when devils and diseased condi- 
tipns -were synonymous is being revived; with i Is the kingdom of heaven, of spirituality, to 
thc latter as the most prominent idea instead of I degenerate, its light be hidden under the bushel 
tho former, and preachers of tho sublime truths of I of selfishness, and its only landmarks through the
lovo nnd humanity are quite willing that many I land bo its arcadias of selfish and passionate 
theological notions which havo hung as dead pleasure, its mercenary psychonietrists, its for- 
weights about Christianity should lie submerged I tune-tellers, its clairvoyants, its showmen? Is 
jeneath a rational religion which has for its ob- all tho mediumship of tho land to bo sacrificed 
iect the cultivation of tlio moral nature. That I upon tho altar of Mammon—a trade by tho side 
cultivation is founded upon a recognition of a I of jugglers, advertised and mado tho capital stock 
germ of divinity implanted within every human I of a lucrative employment?
mind, and by right of its divino'origin and nature If .not, then in tho name of tho angels of mercy 
is yot to stand forth in its growth of freedom, an I —who would bo glad to uso the humblest agency 
emancipated deity, that shall with ono hand forgo for good—tako a position in your country’s mis- 
into plowshares ahd pruning-hooks tho shackles I fortune worthy j’our numbers, your intelligence, 
that once bound its limbs, and with tho other I and your noblest aspirations. Such a work is 
grasp tho sword that determines tho destinies of I necessary for your vitality and permanence; for
Empires and States, and say, “ Peace, bo still.” 
Then tho passionate elements shall listen to tho 
song that conies through all of Nature’s harmo­
nics, written in glowing letters, and vocal to the 
enraptured car, “ Peace on earth and good will to 
man.”

Tlio desdent of tho holy principle which rules 
and governs tho universe was not moro marked 
at Pentecost than it is to-day, when tho language 
of Nature is so recognized that every man can 
hear and seo in his own native tongue the words 
of humanity uttered and written on the bulletin, 
as telegraphic dispatches that como from tho In­
ternal battery wherein is generated every motive 
and impulse.1 It is tho day prophesied of when

tho watchman should see eyo to oyc, and knowl-

want of it your conventions and gatherings are 
overrun witli speculative theorizers and inonoma-' 
hiacal hobbyists, from whose visionary harangues' 
arise contentious bickerings and animosities that 
endanger your future influence and usefulness. 
The intellectual mind wants work; tho moral as 
well, or its efforts will become abortive, and dis­
eased from misdirection, become sickly and weak, 
tho prey of idle passions or ambitious motives, 
till tlio otherwise nobler nature is wrecked on the 
shoals of deceit. Lot tho spirituality of Spiritual­
ism but bo tho watchword; purity aud benevolent 
action bo inscribed upon its banners, then would 
it go forth, and its leaves would bo for tho healing 
of tho nations. Tho darkest caverns of misery 
and want would bo illuminated by its rays, and

aro you from? whither aro you bound?” ■ '; • 
Although we have traveled hundreds of miles' 

without , seeing a human habitation save that of 
the red man, yet we have been In the constant so­
ciety of numerous friends and familiar faces; not 
only have those of this sphere contributed to our 
happiness by their presence along our tedious 
journey, but tho immortal ones from the summer­
land have also been with us. Especially have . 
they allayed our fears in regard to Indian depro-- 
dations, which tho emigrant is sure to hear have ' 
been perpetrated a littlo ways ahead. Through 
Mrs. Mary E. Beach—who with her husband arid1 
only daughter, like myself, are seeking on-the 
shores of the Pacific tho boon of health which 
they lost in the East—a fine tost and speaking' 
medium, come the denizens of tho summer-land.

Ono evening after arriving at our camping 
ground, tired and weary with our day’s travel, 
four red men of ithe mountains rodo up and dis­
mounted from their ponies. Oue aged man, claim­
ing to bo a chief, presented us with a paper,Writ- 
ten by somo oflicer at Ft. Laramie, saying that he 
was a chief, friendly, and worthy to be treated as 
a brother. And as brothers wo greeted them; 
gave them a place at our table, which was upon 
tho green carpet Mother Nature had spread so 
beautifully around us. After finishing our meal 
and while trying to mako them understand us, 
Mrs. Beach was controlled by one of their tribe— 
a Sioux brave. She raised her hands and head as 
if in prayer. The old cliief bowed his head and 
wept, saying, “ That is good, that is good.” Sho 
then talked tohim of tho beautiful hunting-ground 
the Great Spirit had prepared for his red children 
beyond the river of death—of his ownloved child­
ren wlio hud passed before him. They then enter­
ed into conversation, he asking and she answer­
ing questions. Although we could not understand 
them, yet it was interesting to seo with what in-
tense eagerness tliose red men listened to catch 
each word as it fell from the medium's lip.

Tlie old chief who could speak a littlo English, said 
sho talked to him in his own proper dialect. This 
was a good test for the few skeptics iu our compa­
ny. To us it was a holy communion with the in­
habitants of the spirit-world.

Thoy loft us pleased and happy, telling us that 
the Great Spirit would bless us—that wo were 
good palc-faces, and that tliey loved us—that wo 
need have no fears of tlio Indians on our journey. 
Oh 1 how much better it would be to treat the In­
dians according to father Beeson’s plan than ac­
cording to that of our Christian civilization I

Mrs. Beach has talked with threo different na­
tions of Indians, all understanding hor as well as

h
^®
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. . Laura Deforce Gordon.
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ono of their own brethren; yet bIki, in her norniiil 
state, knows no other tongue than tho English. 
Wo have passed several new gritty with liend- 
boards informing us that the occupants were kill­
ed by Indians. Yet we linvo never been treated 
better by white men Hum by these same Indians, 
and wc have found upon inquiry that where In­
dian depredations have been committed, that tho 
white num has been tlio aggressor..

Before leaving the subject of the Indians I will 
describe a Sioux grave—if It could bo called a 

.grave. It consisted of four posts driven into the 
ground, At the height of about ten feet is strctch- 
ed the skin of a buffalo. Tho dead Indian was 
placed upon tho skin shrouded in his blankets 
and buffalo-robe, his gun and hat.chet and bow 
and arrow placed beside him. Beneath his 
airy bed his brethren had killed and placed his fa­
vorite pony, believing that in tho beautiful hunt­
ing-ground beyond the river of death he could use 
all that thoy had given him.
- Since writing tlio abovo wo have arrived at 
Great Salt Lake City. But of this city and this 
beautiful valley, and of its inhabitants, the length 
of this letter admonishes mo to defer speaking un­
til some future time. '

. Yours for the right, Mus. C. M. Stowe.
Chalk. Creek, Utah Ter., July 14,1804.

miscegenation of Creole capital and Yankee enter­
prise half ns many yearn mi thero has been of 
Anglo-Maxon and African blood In this country, 
and tho wealth of tho State would be increased 
tin hundred fold, ay, a thousand.

Tho health of this climate cannot ho disputed, 
since the ” Yankees " havo deinoiistratcd to a cer­
tainty thnt “clennliness is next to Godliness:” 
nnd notwithstanding tho numerous predictions 
(accompanied with prayers thnt it might be so) of 
the rebels, that yellow fever would soon make way 
with the contemptible “ Yankees,” we find that 
Yankee prudence and cleanliness have as fully 
non-plnssed “ Yellow Jack," as rebel wiseacres 
and prophets have been disappointed. Two 
months of summer aro gone, and the city and par­
ish are both remarkably healthy. Thanks to tlio 
vigilance of- such able Post Commanders as Gen­
erals Butler and Banks,

Tim announcement of the Grand National Con­
vention at Chicago, fills me with a longing dosiro 
to bo with the many noble and true hearts that 
will meet thero. My heart responds to tho.call, 
and if impossible to bo uiero In propria persona, I 
shall be ip spirit, and hopo to bo remembered as 
one still truo to tiie faith.

1 Thino for Truth and tho Right,

Eottcr from New Orleans.
■ In the midst of “’wars and rumors of wars,” 
the peaceful folds of the dear Banner of Light, 
with its “glad tidings of great joy,” comedown 

. to me with their heavenly treasures, breathing of 
peace, and love, and harmony, and a heaven near 

. to us, aud everything so good and truo, wbut won-.
dor that I hail with eager, thankful heart, the me­

' dium of enfranchised spirits—some from the flesh,
Others from mental and religious thralldom? - 

. .; When the eyes grow weary of beholding the 
■ .ceaseless accumulations of War’s horrible para­

, .phernalia, and the soul sickens and revolts at the 
narration and realization of this terrible sanguin- 

, ary. conflict that absorbs all else withitsexciting 
intensity, then it is that the contemplation of a 
page containing communications from spirits dear 
to us in this and spirit-life also, fills the soul with 
joy unspeakable, and brings us nearer to the fact, 
that despite all the conflict and strife between the 
inhabitants of earth, those in spirit-life and those 
in - this “ lower sphere ” are certainly drawing 
nearer each other, and .approximating toward a 
loving union of the two worlds. Muy God vouch­
safe, ,to us, through tho instrumentality of his 
“ ministering spirits,” as full a union of love and 
confidence between man and Ids brother man, as 
between mortals and spirits.

It is impossible, dear Banner, for ma to write 
you anything about Spiritualism and its believ­
ers, (if it has any in New Orleans), for I have not 
soen a single Spiritualist sinco I camo South, ex­
cepting thoso from the North, who aro with the 
Army, of whom thero aro a largo number, I am 
.told, including several officers of high rank. 
.There may bo Spiritualists amongst the citizens 
here, but being a “Yankee,” and'knowing hpw 
obnoxious everything that savors of Yankeodqm 
is to tho Creoles (the name here for everything 
.native to the city or State), I have taken pains to 
.do as they havo desired of "Father Abram,” “ Let 
them alone." (

Since favorable conditions aro requisite to a 
spiritual state of mind, I doubt not my communi­
cation will bo full of the doings of this world. As 
I write, everything breathes of the “earth earthy,” 
excepting tho Banner on the table where I ■ 
Write. Tho steady, measured tread of tho patrol 
guard rings out from the suu-heated sidewalk, 
and tlio deep rumbling of wheels tells of artillery 
dragging their murderous weapons of war to and 
from various barracks in and about tho city. 
Near mo, on one hand, a massive pilo of brick 
and mortar rears aloft its dark form, and from 
many a quaint, venerable looking gable rises a 
huge cross (typical of tho God therein worshiped), 
which answers as an unmistakable label, aud 
says, “ Cathedral.”

Qn the other, looms up a less imposing piece of 
architecture of the same material, indicated to be 
‘.Tarish Prison" by a troop of liard-visaged mortals, 
Who. find their way thither every morning from 
the numerous courts of justice. The most, noxious 
plants and poisonous vegetation grow rankest in 
the shade. Thus, the temples reared by man shut 
out ’the sunlight of God, and crime and sin 
flourish as a result. .. ‘
^(New Orleans may not bo a worse city than any 

.pthor.but.I think, one can truly say there are as 
manyVcasos brought boforo tho various Police, 
provost, pud other Courts each wook, as there 
are,church-communicants on tho Sabbath in this 
temple of worship, numerous though they be.

There is an opinion that poverty produces more 
crime than any other cause. If so, New Orleans 

,has plenty of material on hand, or will havo anon. 
The prices that prevail hero for the common ne­
cessaries of life, mako it nearly impossible for 
people to live who havo a very small income, ■ 
, AValkiug through the Market of a morning, in­
quire, “How much apiece for those chickens ?” 
(half grown.) “ $1,50, madam.” Look dissatisfied 

. .with the.price, and you arc assured they'arc
‘‘ Creole chickens, madam.? As though tho in­
formation would silence all objections! -

. “ How much apieco for thoso peaches?”.
.(“Forty cents—Creole peaches, madam ’’—the in­
variable clincher resorted to when a word or a 
look evidences a difference of opinion as regards 
value. 7 ■, , . \ .
. “How much.por dozen are your oranges?”■

“ Three dollars—fine oranges, madam.” .
“So they should bo;” and remembering how 

much better I had bought for thirty cents per. doz- 
endn Boston, make no purchase. Strawberries, 
in thoir season, sold for ono dollar and fifty cents 
per box, which would bo considered dear nt ten 
cents in' Boston. Fruit is a necessity in this cli­
mate, and whoro it grows so abundantly, almost 
spontaneously, one would expect to pay at least 
fifty per cent, less than at the North; but “Creole” 
is equivalent to Rebel (in tho opinion of one Yan­
kee, at least), and tho fruit-venders, &c., seem de­
termined to try and maintain the exorbitant 
prices that ruled under tho “reign” of Jeff. Davis, 
when gold sold at $12,50 instead of $2,50. And so 
long as tho authorities do n't interfere, they aro 
successful to a great degree. .
( Tliis is ono of tho richest States on tho conti­
nent, the resources of which have never yet been 
developed. Tho “ upas," Slavery, blighted all the 
enterprise that has over been introduced here, and 
.thousands of acres of land nro waiting for Demo­
cracy to supercede Aristocracy, to mako glad tho 
hearts of hundreds of homeless men and women, 
wlio need but meagre capital, if possessed of much 
energy, to make this desert waste of uncultivat­
ed land blossom like tho rose. A shrewd Y’ankeo 
farmer would hardly credit his own senses, if he 
wero to seo the implements used here for tilling 
tlio soil (they nre three hundred years behind 
Now England), and tho rich reward which comes 
of their poorly executed labor.

Think of the prolific productions of this coun­
try under its fanners and present management, 
and ask, “ What may wo not expect when the 
old shall give place to tho new?” Let there bo a

‘ ■ For Uio Banner of Light.

EINES. ■■ , ■ '
WRITTEN AT TRE GRAVE OF A YOUNG FRIEND.

/ BY JOYCO JOYCELIN. '

Tread lightly, speak gently, 
. For here ’neath the shade
Of the cypress and myrtle, ■ •

. * Sweet Elsie is laid. _ • '
Whore the fragrant sweetbriar, 

- And tlie Jessamines climb, 
And the wild Howers blossom

' To the brbok’s mellow chime;
a In tho vale of her birth, 

Just in life's summer morn, 
Perished Elsie; oli, Elsie!

Thou liast left us forlorn.

So graceful thy beauty, 
So guileless tliy truth—

Oli! wliy hast thou fallen '
In tho spring of thy youth?

Fair rose of our valley; , 
Like the roses of June,

Though withered, they'still yield 
A fragrant perfume;

So thy,beauty still llveth— 
In our inner heart glows, 

And a hallowed sweetness 
. O’er our memory throws.'

When tlie spring-birds wore Joyous, 
And hillsides wero green,

And tho maple-buds crimson, 
And mignonette seen,

Her step was as light
•As the nimble gazelle’s,

And as blitlie was her song •
As the glad marriage bells,

Till death, cruel death—
Without warning came he, 

Jn tlio bloom of her youth
Struck down lovely Elsie.

Tlion tread lightly, speak softly, 
For here ’noath the shade

Ofthe cypress and myrtle, 
, Her grave wo havo mado;

'Long tho murmuring brooklet 
Where tho violets bloom,

In the spot that she loved, 
We bavo made her a tomb;

And though tears wot the grass 
Of her grave 'ncath tho tree,

Yet we know a bright angel • 
Art thou, lovely, Elsie.

A Remarkable Manifestation of Spirit 
Power in the Fine Arts.

In a former communication I gave an account 
of tho portrait of a child with her guardian angel, 
painted by an old gentleman of this city, in vision, 
through spirit-power. I havo now to give an afc- 
count of a similar manifestation, ■which, to my 
surprise, comes much nearer homo to mo.

My wife, who is a medium of varied powers, on 
seeing tho portrait abovo alluded to, expressed in 
tho hearing of tho artist medium, that sho would 
liko of all things, to possess a portrait of our daugh­
ter, who departed this world somo eighteen years 
ago, when she had only passed ten months in this 
earthly existence. After giving this expression to 
her desire, wo thought lio moro of tho matter. 
Two or three weeks subsequently, Our artist 
friend told my wife that he desired her to come to 
his residence—that he had something Of exceed­
ing interest to show her. So soon as opportunity 
presented,' my wife went to the residence of tho 
medium artist, and to her amazement, was shown 
a life-size portrait of a young Woman of nineteen 
years of age, whom sho readily recognized as our 
daughter. Of course my wife told mo of the won­
der, and as soon as convenient, wo went together 
to see the picture. .

On looking at tlio portrait, I was moro than sur­
prised. "Without saying a word I gazed upon it 
for full a quarter of an iiour. There wore half-a- 
dozen ladies present at the timo, and thoy wero 
anxiously awaiting somo expression from mo. 
Finally,! said: .

“Mr. Starr,” addressing tho medium artist,“I 
sincerely triist that plcturo is a. portrait of my 
daughter as she now is in the spirit-world." Mr; 
Starr replied: . , ■ < . .

“ It is a portrait, as much as the gross material 
of paint and brush, in my hands tlirough spirit­
power, could make it.”

I asked how it was painted, and Mr. Starr pro- 
cecdcd to explain: That - soon after he heard the 
wish expressed by my wife to have a picture of 
our daughter, ho was deeply impressed to execute 
a portrait; and some days thereafter ho was ab­
solutely impelled to take paint, brash and can­
vas, and go to work; and when about to begin, 
with all materials collected together, a most beau­
tiful vision presented itself, of a young woman; 
and then, with that vision before him, to work he 
was impelled to go, liis hand, in the execution of 
tho picture, being guided by spirit-power. Ho ex­
ercised no volition about it, liis hand and brain 
and eyes seemed to bo possessed by another. He' 
did nobrain work; he exercised no intellect in the 
production of tho picture, but was merely an in­
strument with all material prepared in the hands 
of a higher power.

“ But, oli,” says 'Mr. Starr, 7 if you could only 
havo seen that young spirit woman, as I saw hor. 
To say that that picture represents truly what I 
saw in vision, would bo a gross outrage; what I 
saw was spirit-form, feature and lineament; that 
picture is of tho earth earthy.”

Ho then went on to describe his vision, and I

must confess, his description was far superior to 
the picture.

•• Bitt nevertheless,” conelitded'Mr. Starr, “ that 
picture is as good a representation of wliat I saw 
in vision, as paint, brush and canvas could mako

near our regiment, when I noticed a negro man 
looking earnestly nnd mournfully at one of tho 
soldiers, a negro also.

“Well, my mnn, what do you seo about that 
man, or soldier ?” said I.

“ What?—mo?—ilnt soldier? Nothin’.”
“ But hold on, my man; what wore you looking 

at, if you saw nothing?”
■ “ Well, Massa Lieutenant, dat soldier die Tore 
long.”

“ How do you know?"
“ ’Cause I seed it.” .
“ What did you seo?”
“ I saw de light over his head, and I saw do 

black spot in do middle of do light, and when I 
sees dat light whl do black spot in it, den I 
knows de person is gwoing to die; but when I 
sees de light and dar is no dark dare, den I know 
ho is gwoing to live.”

“ Do you see anything about mo?” I asked.
He looked at mo earnestly for a few moments, 

then there camo a light, spasmodic shudder over 
him, he waved his hand toward me, and said:

“ De good Lord talks with you, and shows you 
more'n lie does tliis chile;” and then walked oft'.

I then talked with the negro soldier referred to. 
I found him well, his pulse regular, and his 
tongue gave no evidence of fever. Ton days after 
this, tho negro soldier was borne to his loug homo 
in the spirit-land. .

Now, Mr. Editor, every medium will at onco 
recognize in these traits, mediumship. Wb know 
what it is. Thero is considerable interest hero on 
tho subject of Spiritualism, and my medium­
ship attracts a good deal of attention^ nnd I am 
so situated that I can give considerable time to 
the' discussion of the subject. Among tho Ann 
believers here, Dr. Gilbert stands but in bold re­
lief; and next to him, Elder Watson, presiding 
Elder of tho Methodist Church in this section; and 
he preaches it, too. All milids engaged in investi­
gating the subject aro of tho best order; and ! 
predict that tho day is not far distant when there 
will be a spiritual revival hero that will astound 
the world. I am, dear Banner, thino fraternally,

And now to tbo picture itself. It is that of a 
young woman, apparently about nineteen years 
of age—tbo ago tliat our daughter would havo 
been had sho survived upon earth. She holds In 
hor left band beautiful flowers of the “ Forget-me- 
not,’’ and with her right hand and index fin­
ger, her arm across her bosom, she points to them, 
us if sho were reminding us to forget her not. Sho 
is of blonde complexion, golden hair in ringlets, 
blue eyes, and full face, with singularly regular 
features, nil of which were tlio eminent character­
istics of our child. But a peculiar characteristic 
is that of a pouting under-lip wliich belonged to 
our child. She looks moro liko my wife than my­
self, yet there is a combination of tlie likenesses 
of both my wifi) and myself in tlie picture, and 
tliis every one who has seen the picture has ob­
served, and tliink it remarkable. Tho dress is of 
a beautiful azure color, and covered over the shoul­
ders with a mantle of lace of most exquisite work­
manship. Tliis lace painting is truly skillful. On 
tho right shoulder is a beautiful, small white rose. 
And all this white and azure, tho artist told us, 
was emblematic of purity and truth. From tho 
top of the forehead shines an effulgent star, its 
rays beaming upward, and its centre made resplen­
dent by the insertion of a “ gem of purest ray se­
rene." The artist told us ho was obliged to insert 
tliis gem in tlie centre ofthe star, to give any idea 
of tho brightness of the pure star which ho saw in 
.vision, What is most curious to observe is, that 
the portrait seems to bo in a kind of haze. How 
this effect is produced, I know not, but it is re­
marked by all who havo seen the picture. It docs 
not, indeed, look quite liko tho production of mor­
tal hauds alono. < ,
; As to the character of the. painting, I do not 
think a connoisseur in art would place it on tlio, 
highest pinnacle; but even with them it would be 
considered a good painting, Tho artist medium-, 
Mr. Starr, has always been an amateur painter, 
l>ut he. wholly disclaims being a professional art­
ist, and besides, he is now over sixty years of age. 
He tells us ho cannot paint now in his normal 
condition. So soon as lie undertakes to paint, ho 
gets at once under spiritual influence, and some 
spirit guides his hand. ' He lias executed recently 
several other spiritual paintings.

This painting of my daughter was exhibited by 
the medium artist, at the hall somo Sundays ago, 
before the congregation of progressive Spiritual­
ists, and all recognized the combination likeness 
in it of my wife and myself, and thouglit it truly 
remarkable, Noone failed to observe tho singu­
larly hazy atmosphere wliich seemed to belong to 
the picture. I was called upon by tho audience 
to speak of tbo picture, and I did so in some fif­
teen minutes’ narration and reflection, and con­
cluded by assuring the audience that, tho picture 
was certainly a portrait of our daughter, as we 
would expect to see her now, if so wo could, in tho 
spirit-land. A. G. W. C,

Cincinnati, 0., July 6th, IM-1.

[Wo have received from our friend, D. H. Shaf­
fer, of Cincinnati, a photographic copy of tlio pic­
ture above described, together with ten others, 
one being that of a child of Mrs. Anna E. Carver, 
formerly Miss Anna E. Kenley, of this city. Tlie 
child is represented as being brought in the arms 
of its guardian. It was immediately recognized 
by Mrs. C., as being a picture of her child. The 
other picture is a group, in which a young lady is 
represented as having Just received a letter an- 
nounoing the death of her betrothed in battle. 
Near by stands tlie sjiirit'of tlie departed, seeking 
to impress the young lady with his presence. The 
scene has been recoguized.]

Do Animals see Spirits?
While at Alton, Ill., on business, I became ac­

quainted with a lady who is a partially develop­
ed medium. Being a stranger, she introduced me 
to Mr. and Mrs. Burns, who are both mediums— 
Mr. B. a healing, and Mrs. B. a tipping medium. 
As wo approached the gate Mr. Burns was there, 
and at his side a large Newfoundland Dog. Tho 
lady aforesaid introduced me to Mr. Burns, but 
declined going in on account ofthe dog, as he was 
not inclined to bo sociable to strangers. The gate 
was opened for mo to pass through, and immedi-, 
ately the dog was noticed to act uncommonly 
strange. He rushed in tho house and crept under 
the sofa, from which place Mr. Burns had tho

i greatest difficulty to get him out. Mr. B. remark­
ed that it was the second time only that tho dog had 
ventured into that room. After harmony was re­
stored I was invited to tho table, and we placed 
our bauds on it for a few minutes, when it tipped. 
Mr. B. then asked if there were any spirit-rela­
tions of mine who wished to communicate. Tho 
answer camo, “ yes.” I then asked what relation; 
answer, “ Grandfather.” I then inquired if my 
good old friend, the Indian doctor, was present; 
answer, “Yes.” Mr. B. then asked my grandfa­
ther if lie could tell why tho dog acted so strange- ' 
ly. He answered that the Indian camo with me 
through the gate, dressed in his full costume, and 
brandished at tho dog to keep him from me, and 
that th6 dog was a seeing medium, and saw tho 
Indian. Tlio next evening Mr. Burns asked his 
guardian spirit about tho dog; he said he saw tlio 
whole i>roceeding, and- described it the somo as 
my grandfather had done. .

This being tho flrst occurrence, of the kind I' 
havo hoard of, I send tho account of it to you, 
thinking it may possibly interest your readers.

CHARLES Chatfield.
Mediumship Among, tlio Contrabands.

MyDear Banner—Aro you willing to re- 
ceivo ono more paper from an old subscriber and 
contributor? If so, you are at liberty to publish 
this, and I may solid another, if material should 
offer of sufficient interest to fill a place in your 
columns.

I am in the service of our venerable old rela­
tive, Unclo Samuel, and have been sinco last 
si>ring. I am First Lieutenant in a Wisconsin 
regiment, and wo aro doing picket duty about 
three miles from this city. We seo but littlo of 
the enemy actually in arms. Thoro aro, however, 
any quantity of enemies in the city and all around 
us; but Gon. Washburne knows how to handle 
the Chivalry, and where to putthem when they 
get too blatent.

Wo have just had a sharp fight at Tupelo, be­
tween Generals A. J. Smith on our side, and For­
rest on the part of the rebels, in which Forrest was 
wounded, and his army badly whipped. Thero is 
another expedition oii foot that will move ere 
long.

Wo liad a terrible steamboat accident, by which 
we lost many bravo soldiers, mostly belonging to 
the Tenth Missouri Cavalry. I saw tiie boys 
when tlioy camo ashore from tho wreck, and while 
they gave evidence of sorrow for tho loss of thoir 
comrades, they were still ready and willing to 

•fight and whip rebels.
. Tho negro is hbre in groat abundance, and is 
virtually free. No slaveholder in this city, or 
State, at present, pretends to hold or retain them. 
The negro character is ono of great interest to mo, 
arid should be to every Spiritualist' It is intui­
tive, ' inspirational, religious; and mediumistic. 
They are good, natural, jolly ..fellows, and mako 
the'best of soldiers, and are always faithful to 
th'e Union cause. I said that the negro is me- 
dluniistlo. My reasons for sayiiig so, are—First, a 
knowledge of tho properties in man that warrant 
mediumship; Second, in tho fact that they havo 
amongst them those who see spirits, foretell 

, events, and recognize influences. Thoy, Of course, 
from their religious training as slaves, believe it 
is God, or Jesus, who influences them. Wo know 
that it is of God, aud through his agents the spirits 
and augels. .

I saw an .okl, grey-headed negro, a slave from 
Mississippi, an exliorter in the colored Methodist 
Congregation, and he told me thus:'

“ Why, Massa Lieutenant, we knowd all'bout 
dis war long ago; do good Lord cum an’ told it to 
de ones dat ho talk wid. Massa, I saw do Lord 
in his own home up yonder in de skies, and he told 
dis poor child dat he should live to seo de glory of 
do Lord, and dat de niggers should bo free. But, 
Massa Lieutenant, de Lord showd dis chile moro 
den dot.”

“ Well, Unclo Ben, what did ho show you?”
’• Ho showd mo dat after many years de colored 

people should pass away liko de red man, and bo 
no more in dis country. Dat I didn’t liko; but 
do Lord knows what is right, bless him.”

“ Well, ijhclo Ben, when did the Lord show and 
tell you all this?"

“ Ho showd mb dis ting more 'n ten years gono; 
an* my olo woman's mother saw dis war when 
slio was a littlo gal, and dar is moro ’n fifty dat I 
knows on who saw dis war long timo ago.’.’

On tho 4th of July I was at the Negro Camp,

noranco and superstition. Tlio causo is a noble 
one, nnd worthy of our greatest exertions.

Milton T. Peters thought organization was ne­
cessary, so far nt least, as to obtain tho names of 
Spiritualists, so that'wo might know who they 
were. Mr. Dayton spoke upon harmony and char­
ity, and endeavored to show tliht evil had its uses 
and benellts. Mr. Hamilton favored liberality. 
He thought wo should divide tho fruits of our su­
perior mental and muscular faculties with our 
neighbors. Dr. Dunn spoke upon the diversity of 
human organisms. Dr. Lowell explained the de­
veloping inlluencc of Spiritualism. .

Dr. Hamilton, of Maine, delivered tho first reg­
ular lecture. His subject was “ Charity and tho 
overruling power of fortune.”

Mrs. Crowoll and Mrs. Conncrspoke on (ho sub­
Ject of spirit influence. Dr. Lowell spoke upon 
mediumship. Mrs. Todd, Mrs. Tryon, Mrs. Tefft, 
made brief addresses,

Mrs. Tefft then read a very beautiful lecture 
written by Corn Wilburn, on tho subject of“Tho 
Life of the Affections."

Warren Chase spoko on tho good time we wero 
now having, ami Harvey Jones on tho free agency 
of man; followed by Mr. Dayton, Mr. Parks, Dr. 
Dunn, Warren Chase and Mrs. Tryon, which 
closed the flrst days’ session. The house was so 
crowded that many who came could uot obtain 
admission. .

Sunday MorMng.—Metin tho grove at 8) o’clock. 
Opened in Conference. Judge Boardman, of Wau­
kegan, made some very interesting remarks upon 
the religious instinct of man; his emotional or af- 
fectional nature, and truo and false religion.

Dr. Lowell, Mrs. Snow, Mrs. Tryon, Mrs. Lyon, 
Mrs. Parker, Dr. Hamilton, Mr. Matteson, all took 
part in making the occasion ono of profitable in- ■ 
structlon. Music and singing were freely inter­
spersed between the speeches, by Miss Morgan, 
Mr. Watson aud others.

Mrs. Bafnes, of Chicago, then gave the first reg­
ular lecture of the day, on “Tho Past, Present 
andTuturo,” which was listened to with close at­
tention. . .

Warren Chase and Dr. Hamilton mado brief 
speeches, and after Miss Morgan sung “ Spirit-
Rappings," . ,

Mr. Warwick Martin, of Waukegan, delivered 
the second regular lecture, taking for his subject 
this text: “I was alive without the law once, but 
tho law camo, sin revived, nnd I died.” He dwelt' 
with marked ability upon the power of Authority 
and the power of Love, -

After singing, tho Convention adjourned till >' 
afternoon. ‘ . ■ .

Afternoon.—Mrs. Potts, of Genova, spoke on self­
culture, dress, reform and individual freedom; fol­
lowed by Mrs. Munn, on the same subject.

Mr. Peters spoke of tho transition state of the 
world, religiously, spiritually, theologically and 
politically. Mrs. Lyon recited a poem, and after • 
singing, -

The third regular lecture was. given by Warren 
Chase, who took for his text, “ Gen. Grant,” and 
for ills subject, “ Change of Base.” The discourse 
was full of live sentiment, and practical sugges­
tions, which, with Mr. Chase’s well-known ability, 
commanded the closest atttention of tho largo au­
dience. .

A session of Conference followed, in which Dr. 
Lowell, Dr. Hamilton, took part, when tho meet-
ing adjourned.

| Evening.—Mr. Niddozier spoko upon Spiritual­
turn mill tlm » V.utt awl it . 11ism, and the absurdities in tho Biblo, followed by

Tbo Fifth Annual Festival of the Re> 
ligio-Philosopbical Society, ■ 

at St. Charles,.Ill. ■
(Reported for the Bonner of Light. ’

This Society convened for their Annual Fcsti- • 
val at St. Charles, on Saturday morning, July 
2d, and continued through the following Sunday 
and Monday, a largo number were present, and 
nearly all tho Northern States were represented. 
Tlie weather was fine, and a harmonious spirit 
pervaded tho largo assemblage.

Hon. S. S. Jones, of St. Charles, was. chosen 
President; E. S. Holbrook, Mrs. Martha Wilson 
and S. R. S. Ufford, Vice Presidents; Milton T. 
Peters, of Salem, Ill., and Mrs. M. M. Daniels, of 
the Rising Tide, Secretaries.

After the transaction of some preliminary busi­
ness, the President addressed the Convention. In 
behalf of a common humanity, he said, ho again 
greeted them with a cordial welcome. Tliis was 
tho fifth call which had brought them together; 
and onco more upon a broad and free platform wo 
wore to compare notes of the additional experi­
ences and wisdom wo havo gained while floating 
down tho tide of time. Ho then alluded to the 
present time as a momentous era in the history of 
our country.’ We were active members of ah ago 
big with mighty events. But he whoso soul is 
filled wit h the inspiration of truth, can look calmly 
upon the terrible convulsions of the times; for 
with tlie prophetic eyo of the seer, ho can behold 
tho bright sunshine just beyond tho dark clouds 
tliat now enshroud our beloved country. The re­
splendent glory which is soon to dawn upon us, 
will more than compensate for all our present suf­
fering and sacrifices.' We,as Spiritualists, as liar- 
monial philosophers, seo and acknowledge the 
power that controls all fJr good. Ho themspoko 
of. tho hard struggles through which all reforms 
had to pass. Experience was the schoolmaster, 
and “ compensation ” tho result. Tho ordeal is ter­
rible to pass, but the compensation is full and am­
ple. Ho continued to dwell at somo length upon 
this themo, and then proceeded briefly to discuss 
man’s religious enslavement. In speaking of tlio 
subject of slavery, ho said African slavery was 
tho only typo that seemed to engross the atten­
tion of the masses at the i>resent day. He feeling­
ly touched upon various other conditions of bond­
age. How long, he asked, would it be before th^ 
victims of all kinds of tyranny—despising their 
condition—would strike for independence, demand 
a reform, and with the powers now dormant in 
in their natures, execute the demand.

When every soul is willing to listen to tho “ still 
small voice” speaking from within, and crying 
out against public and private wrongs, then, and 
not till then, will tho fathers of this Republic bo 
able to draw near, and imbuo impressive minds 
with the spirit of a new and high type of Govern­
ment which shall bo truly democratic in spirit and 
fact Tho truo principles of the harmonial philos­
ophy will then bo folt and recognized, and upon it 
will bo built tbo future Government of our peo­
ple. Then let us, friends, bo bold and firm; and 
with renewed energy persevere in tho groat work 
of human emancipation from the thralldom of ig-

Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Robinson.
Dr. Dunn said Spiritualists wero constantly 

reaching out aud upward after truth. ■ ■
Monday Morning, July 4th.—Tho Convention was 

very largely attended, and tlio grovo was ulivo 
witli eagor listeners, by 8 j o’clock. .

After singing, Mr. Swan gave an interesting ao- 
count of his visit to Salt Lake, and interview with
Brigham Young. . : :

Judge Boardman mado somo able remarks on 
the supremacy of faith. • .

Letters from Dr. John Mayhow and Dr. Under- • 
hill wore then read. S. S. Jones, Esq,, then read 
and explained tho Constitution of tliii Religio-Fhi- 
losophical Society, closing with some interesting 
remarks on organization. " . .

Mr. Brewster, of Michigan, advocated home re­
form associations, and gave a description of one 
at Black Lake.' ■ . <

Warren Chase then delivered a Fourth of July 
Oration, defining wliat he considers a truly dem- 
ocratio government. . , ' ' .

After singing, Miss Worthington spoko upon tho 
war and the good results which will accrue from 
it. Mrs. Barnes spoke upon the beauties of truth.

Afternoon.—The President exhibited to tho Con­
vention an ambrotype of tho spirit-pictures, by An­
derson, of the deceased, husband and children of 
Mrs. Martha Wilson, of Princeton, Ill. Mrs. Wil­
son then explained their history and how she ob­
tained them. t

E. S. Holbrook spoke of Mr. Anderson .and his 
spirit-pictures. Leo Miller exhibited tho spirit­
portrait of his deceased sister, and related how ho 
was converted to Spiritualism while lecturing 
against it. .

Leo Miller then delivered tho second Oration of 
tho day. His subject was “War generally; tho 
present war; the state of tho country generally, 
and the issues inVol veil in this rebellion.” It was 
an excellent and highly instructive discourse.

After singing, and brief speeches from Dr. Low­
ell, Mrs. Logan and the President, tbo Convention 
adjourned to meet again on tlio next Fourth 
of July. Harmony and good feeling pervaded 
throughout tho three days’ sessions.

, Pay up Old Debts. .
’. Now is tho lime to get out of debt and to release 
tlio property from all pecuniary incumbrance. 
Tho abundant, depreciated paper money will pay 
old debts onco payable in specie, or its equivalent. 
The Government can, and Iios, and Will, make 'tho 
greenbacks as good as gold, to pay all liabilities 
on contract, however much tbo unjustifiable raid 
on tho currency by a sot of Shylocks in Now York 
may depreciate it, or widen tho margin between 
it and gold. A metallic currency is the currency, 
or basis of currency, of all nations; and of course 
for foreign trade we need it, or export exchanges, 
but for homo uso wo havo no moro uso for gold 
and silver for currency, than wo have for foreign 
coinage. Wo are capable, as a nation, of produc­
ing all we need, even of gold and silver, and our 
foreign trade should bo in our favor by balance of 
exports, and will be in times of peace. If tho riv­
ers wero out, and all our intercourse with New 
Yofk and Brooklyn closed for six montlis, our cur­
rency would be regulated, aud there would not bo 
overten per cent, difference between greenbacks 
and gold, and prices would recede to reasonable 
rates. This wild speculation and reckless extrav­
agance is neither produced by scarcity of art icles, 
or of money, nor by real depreciation of value in 
tho currency, except, perhaps, in tho over issues 
of some local banks. Tho jieoplo need not look 
after gold, nor care what its price, but sell all they 
have to spare at the high prices; buy as littlo as 
they can get along with; pay all debts, uso no tea, 
cofleo, tobacco or liquors; mend tho old clothes, 
wear the old coat anil dress a year longer; work 
steadily, and practice rigid economy, and all will 
be well, and the country prosper Ju spite of tho 
speculators. . i. ■.; . Warren Chase.

IFAiteicater, JFi's., July 27,1864.
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tottspnbmc in ^ritf>
The Hanner-—Harald—Convention.

Enclosed please find one dollar, tlio half of 
which you will do me tlie favor to accept iw an 
act of Justice, to enable you to meet the current 
expeiiaeii of thu publication of the Banner, and 
the other half you will be kind enough to appro- 
priatu toward the support of your " tree OircteH,” 
neither of which should bu allowed to fail for 
want of adequate pecuniary sup|K>rt from its Bet 
of grateful, and, I treat, generous aiibscribora.

In ‘an emergency like thu present, when high 
prices rule, I think it Is the bounden duty of every 
ono of the subscribers to. the Banner. wlio really 
and truly values the sublime philosophy of Spirit­
ualism, and is desirous that its lofty and.divine 
principles should bo promulgated to tho world, 
should come forth aud not only protect you from 
a pecuniary loss in its publication, but should also 
uso every effort tu distribute and extend its cir­
culation as widely as Ills influence may per­
mit; that those beautiful principles which we so 
sacredly cherish, and by which we have been 
enriched, may be sent forth on the wings of the 
wind to bless and enrich others. Let every one 
feel this a duty incumbent upon them, then shall 
our glorious Banner not only wave from pole to 
pole, but the praises of our exalted faith and its 
divine philosophy become resonant from shore to 
shore.

I sincerely regret that our Brother Davis has 
been compelled to suspend the Herald of Progress 
for lack of support. These things should not be; 
and I do think if our brother and sister Spiritual­
ists would only consider the matter over a little 
in their minds, they would arouse themselves and 
rally to the rescue.

I do most earnestly hope that the doings at the 
forthcoming Convention at Chicago, as it is the 
first great National Convention of Spiritualists, 
may be attended with much good, and infuse new 
life into the hearts of all who may assemble there 
on that occasion. I hope, dear Banner, tliat you 
will have a reporter there, and that the sayings 
and doings of this first National Convention of 
Spiritualists may be duly and fully reported and 
put into pamphlet form, similar to those of tho 
Rutland Convention a fow years since. I think1 
the tiling would pay: but apart from that, should 
there not be a record kept of one of the most ex­
traordinary movements that has ever agitated the 
world? Say, shall this thing bo done? I know 
not but that you may havo already arranged it to 
lie so. • ' '

With best wishes that prosperity may attend 
your every effort in the good cause, believo me, as 
ever, Yours very truly, . .

' Tuomas Middleton.
Woodsfocfc, Vt., Aui/.8,1804. ■ ,

A laoud Voice from Canada* .
Respected Brothers;—I- do n’t know what 

effect the suspension of tho Herald or Progress 
may have witli you, hut it seems tome as though I 
had lost a dear friend. What a pity that amongst tlio 
millions of Spiritualists iu America there should 
be such lack of liberality to support tlieir presses. 
There must be thousands of Spiritualists to whom 
five dollars ptfl1 annum can bo no object. Why, 
then, do they let it well-conducted organ liko tho 
Herald of Progress parish from lack of support? 
Itisashamel .

My object in writing to you is, that should you 
(which God forbid) find yourselves in like circum­
stances, before you suspend tlie publication of the 
Banner, you will make an appeal to your 
wealthier subscribers for: an increased subscrip­
tion, sufficiently remunerative to unablo its pro­
prietors. to keep it flying to the end of timo. I 
do n’t know the number of your subscribers; but, 
according to its merits you should have them by 
the hundreds of thousands. Let not a second 
such calamity aflllct tho spiritual camp.. Let a 
few thousand well-wishers to the causo of Pro­
gress and Truth, nay five dollars fbr their yearly 
subscriptions, and then they need not fenr the 
lowering, of the Banner, to tho great rejoicing of 
our opponents.

Let my subscription in future bo charged five 
dollars, until such time as the restoration of peace 
and.prosperity to tho land will not render it nec­
essary. I would ratlier pay twenty dollars than 
that the Banner should stop.

Ydurs sincerely, for tho advancement of >our 
truthful Philosophy, L. Bertolotto.

Quebec, L. V., July 25, 1864. •
[Those who love the cause and have tho means, 

our worthy brother adds in a postscript, had bet­
ter “go and do likewise.” We shouldn’t have 
tho slightest objections. Bro. B. .will please ac­
cept our heartfelt thanks for the great interest he 
manifests in us and our glorious cause.]

Notes from Dr. Coonley*
Dear Banner—We are longing, to meet you 

again regularly. In this section the Herald or 
Progress hns beeii taken more than the Banner; 
and for some reason which I cannot tell, where that 
has been the case, the Spiritualists are not, and 
havo not been so active as where tho Banner or 
Light circulates most freely. It will soon bo dif­
ferent. We lectured hero July 24th, and moro in­
terest was manifested in this place, than at either 
of the times when we were here before. Wo are 
to speak again Saturday evening, Aug. fltli, in 
Bank Hall—largest in the place—on the “ Warnnd 
its Results;’’ and next Sunday in tho Court House. 
Last Sunday we spoko in Marengo twice, to good 
audiences. A sudden and heavy shower caused. 
the morning meeting to bo rather small. In Ma­
rengo progression is plainly visible. The Spirit­
ualists and Universalists have united, and now 
hold regular meetings in tho Episcopal Church, 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock: Rev. A. B. 
Call, officiates. Bro. Call was a regular Method­
ist minister until quite recently, when his spirit, 
grown to big for tho Methodist body, burst its 
bondage, and is now an anxious seeker after spir­
itual light, and teaches, as far as he secs, the 
truth. Spiritual lecturers who may bo acceptable 
to the moral perceptions of the people, can have 
the use of tho church Sunday morning and even­
ing. *

Wo have had in this section, for tho last three 
weeks, tho finest harvest weather I ever saw; and 
it is pleasing to report that theorops in Illinois have 
never been better in average; two months since 
some of the farmers thought to plow up their 
wheat fields, but leaving them; those very Helds 
aro now yielding from twelve to twenty bushels 
to the acre. L. K. COONLEY.
' Elgin, III., Aug. 5th, 1864.

An Appeal to the Subscriber, ortho Banner.
Mr. Editor—In consideration of your appeal 

in a late number of the Banner for help, and 
moro especially since the announcement of the 
fate of tlio Herald of Progress—viz., its dis­
continuance for want of sufficient means—I am 
constrained to hand you ono dollar, in addition to 
your present price of subscription, which I havo 
heretofore sent you. Every reader of your most 
excellent paper must bo aware that the Banner 
must ere long share tho fate of the Herald, un­
less you receive a larger price for each and every 
paper.

What Spiritualist is ready to say, Discontinue 
the publication of tho Banner; we can do with­
out it? 1 trust not ono. No; you can each and 
every ono of you better afford to send on another 
dollar, gratis, to the publishers, than you can do 
without your paper. Shall wo, tho subscribers, 
allow an enterprise of the magnitude and bearing 
upon the progress of tho civilized world , to go 
down to tiie shades of night, and then grope our 
way on tlie journey of life in Egyptian darkness, 
as it were? I trust not.

In behalf of our noblo cause, in behalf of tho 
present and of coming generations, I appeal to 
you, ono and all, with tlio earnest request that 
you, without fail, forward the sum of ono dollar, 
and that immediately. Say to tho editor, send 
me your paper as long as you can afford to for the 
amount advanced, and then give us notice that 
you want. more. W. D. Holbrook.

Waukesha, Wis., Aug., 1864.
Dynamic Institute* Milwaukee* Wl«» .

Healing tho sick, raising the desponding, and 
casting out disease, forms a largo jiart of living 
and active Spiritualism at tlio present time. It is 
astonishing to soo the successor some healing me­
diums, and the interest awakened thereby. It is 
only three weeks since tho above Institute was 
opened by Dr. Persons and Mrs. C. A. Gould, who 
purchased and fitted up tho magnificent residence 
of the late Moses Knecland, one of tho largest and 
finest in thocitv, and they have already treated 
almost ono hundred patients (having over eighty

on their books). Many of Dr. Persuns's cures nro 
of thosanio character ns those of Drs. Newton mid 
Bryant, equally wonderful mid powerful, nnd bls 
success seems ns grent, to the extent of Ids appli­
cations. Mrs. C. A. Gould, M. D., whoso success 
ns n practitioner In Chicago has long since given 
her n wide acquaintance, I hnve known for mnny 
yenrs ns one of thu best mid most successful chilr- 
voynnts mid magnetic operators in tho West. 
They have also one other excellent trance medi­
um mid operator, and will soon need more, as 
their business rapidly iucrenses. ficveral of the 
most prominent citizens of tho city, inside nnd 
outside of the professions, nro among their pa­
tients, nnd give their testimony to thu cures or 
benefits,

It seems a day of triumph for our cause. I 
have been compelled to yield the last two weeks 
of uiy time to the treatment of a patient tn this 
State, but lectured to good audiences July 24 anil 
31, In Whitewater, Wis., anil in this city twice 
yesterday, to two of the most intelligent audiences 
1 ever addressed in this city. I enclose a notice 
of the Institute for the affiicted.

- Warren Chase.
Milwaukee, Wis., Aug. 8,1864.

Spiritualist National Convention.
Byran Hall, Chicago, Illinois, August Oth, loth, 

lltll, l»th, 13th, and 14th, 1804.

1 [Reported for the Bunner of Light by U. Clabk.]

FIRST DAY.

Pursuant to the call published in tho Banner 
of Light for several weeks in succession, the 
National Convention of Spiritualists to commence 
in Chicago, Tuesday, Aug. Oth, began to attract a 
large number of visitors from a distance, several 
days befor^ the appointed time. On Sunday, the 
7th, Metropolitan Hall, tho place used by the 
Spiritualists of Chicago, was well filled in the 
morning and evening. Miss Lizzie Doten, of Bos­
ton, had been engaged by the Chicago friends to 
occupy tho platform. Her inspirations were in 
her highest and happiest vein. In the afternoon, 
ten-minute speeches were announced as the order, 
and J. 8; Loveland, Miss Julia J. Hubbard, Mrs. 
Dr. Bryon, U. ClarkrDr. H. F. Gardner, and an 
.Iowa friend, were called to the platform. ■

On Tuesday, the Oth, at 10 A. M., a large number 
of speakers and delegates from a distance, as well 
as Chicago friends, assembled in Bryan Hall, tho 
largest hall in the city, and Intense interest ap­
peared in every countenance. ■ ,■

Dr. H. F. Gardner, of Boston, Chairman of the 
Committee for calling the Convention, called the 
meeting to order, and was then elected Chairman 
pro tern.; and J. S. Loveland, of Willimantic, Ct., 
Secretary. /

Tho Boston and Chicago Committees having 
been in council on the day previous, and having 
prepared suggestions in regard to organizing the 
Convention, U. Clark, in.behalf of said committees, 

/was called on to report, J, 8. Finney, aud several 
others entered into a warm discussion, protesting 
against receiving the suggestions of any previous 
consultation. But’ all objections wore finally 
overruled. <

Voted, that one delegate from each State, Terri­
tory, and the British Provinces, be appointed to 
prepare a list of all tho persons in attendance, 
willing to act as delegates; and that the said dele­
gates select one man and one woman from each 
State, Territory and Province, the whole acting 
as a committee to nominate permanent officers for 
the Convention. Adjourned.

Tuesday, 2 P. M.—Dr. Gardner in tho chair. Tho 
following States, etc., reported the following per­
sons to form tho nominating committee: Maine, 
D. M. Hamilton; Now Hampshire, Miss Julia J. 
Hubbard; Vermont, N. Randall, Mrs, E. M. Wol­
cott; Massachusetts, Miss Lizzie Dotcn, A. H. 
Richardson; Rhode Island, delegate not arrived; 
Connecticut, J. S. Loveland, H. B, Storer; Now 
York, J. W. Seaver, Mrs. L.' Heath; Pennsylva­
nia, J. Whiting; Maryland, J. Brist; Tennessee, 
J. E. Chadwick; Kentucky, Mrs. S. Smith, J. L, 
Taylor; Ohio, Mrs. Laura Cupjiy, S. J. Finney; 
Michigan, J. G. Wait, Mrs. J. E. Fuller; Illinois, 
M. W; Leavitt, Mrs. J. 8. Fuller; Indiana, F. M. 
Shuey, Mrs. P. Eddy; Iowa, A. P. Bowman, A. J. 
Smith; Wisconsin, O. Townsend, Mrs. S. Williams; 
Missouri, A. J. Brown, Mrs. D. Oversole; Califor­
nia, 0. Pinkham; Canada, Wm. Bissell, U. C. 
Whiting,. ' . .

■' The Committee retiring, LT. Clark moved that 
the Interim be filled up by voluntary ten minute 
speeches. Loo Miller, Benjamin Todd, Dr. H. F. 
Gardner, Warren Chase, H. 0. Wright, J. M. Pce- 
bles, Dr. Parker, Mr. Reynolds, and Mrs, S. E. War­
ner each spoke in the order - named, and held tho 
meeting with interest. ' .

Tho Nominating Committee then reported for 
President of the Convention, Hon. S. 8. Jones, of 
Illinois; Vice.Prcsiilents, Dr. H. K Gardner, Mrs. 
Laura Cuppy,Ira Porter, and Miss Lizzie Doten; 
Secretaries, H. B. Storer, Mrs. L. Patterson, F. L. 
Wadsworth, and Mrs. Buffum. The report was 
accepted and adopted. Tlie President, on being 
introduced to tho chair, made some pertinent, con­
gratulatory remarks. Several Committees were 
appointed, after very warm discussions, growing 
out of a radical minority element among a few 
Western friends, and the afternoon session ad­
journed. . .

Tuesday Evening Session.—An audience of about 
one thousand appearedin Bryan Hall; notwith­
standing the intense heat of the. evening. 8. 8. 
Jones in the chair. On motion of . H. C. Wright, 
a committee of five was appointed to report on the 
state of the Country, consisting of Mr. Wright, Col. 
Fox, Mr. Waterman, 8. J. Finne/ and Leo Miller.

J. M. Peebles was announced for a half-hour 
speech, and was followed tho same length of time 
by J. S. Lovelaud. . .

The Committee on the State of the Country re­
ported a scries of strongly loyal and patriotic res­
olutions which we're loudly applauded by the 
large assembly. On motion of Warren Chase, the 
resolutions were received and laid over for action 
till Thursday. Dr. D. M. Hamilton closed the 
evening with somo pointed drives at the popular 
idea of infernal agents, and the Convention ad­
journed to meet at nine, A. M,, on Wednesday.

Tho delegation of the first day was much larger 
than tho most sanguine had anticipated, about 
twenty States being represented, and more than 
fifty of the most popular lecturers reporting them­
selves in preparation for the greatest Pentecost in 

. our ago. It is difficult to anticipate tho results of 
this Convention, but the readers of tho BANNER 
may look for an interesting report in as few 
Words as possible. Our synopsis will continue in 
tho next issue of this paper.

Till# Paper I* ioaued every Monday, fur the 
week ending at dole.
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8rinneAuan Is based on tlio cardinal fact of spirit comtnun 
Ion and Influx; Ills the effort to discover all truth rclatlnir to 
man’s spiritual nature, capacities, relations, duties, welfare 
and destiny, and Its application to a regenerate life. It recog­
nizes a continuous Divine Inspiration In Jlun i It dins, through 
a enreftil, reverent study of facts, at a knowledge of tlio laws 
and principles which govern the occult forces of the universe; 
of the relations of spirit to matter, and of man to God and tho 
spiritual world. It Is thus catholic and progressive, leading to 
true religion as at ono with the highest phllosophy.-Xondon 
Spiritual Mugaiine.

Price of the Banner.
Our friends will please take, notice that the 

price of tho Banner, commencing with this num­
ber, is three dollars per year, or eight cents per 
single copy. .
' Our former co-worker, tho Herald of Progress, 
was obliged to suspend for want of sufficient sup­
port; but wo trust the friends of tho Banner will 
not permit a liko disaster to befall tlieir favorite 
journal. '

. . Economy. .
It is easier by far to talk of this homely virtuoand 

the practice of it, than to setup an example which 
others will like to follow. And yet the times 
press such a lesson upon us with full force; eyery- 
thing, in truth, has turned into'a preacher of 
economy. Not long ago tho country was teeming 
with all that was wanted to eat and to drink, and 
tho last thing that troubled a body’s thoughts was 
the fear lest enough moro.might not readily be 
got whero the last supply came from. And so tho 
country produces now, refusing nothing which its 
generous bountifulness has always furnished. 
But the difference between theso times and those 
timesis just here: wo have to carry the heavy 
burden of a vast national debt on our shoulders 
now, and those shoulders had not felt the gall of 
such a load then. We were perfectly free then, 
and knew not what wns tho privilege wo enjoyed.

Yet, even if this necessity did not press us so 
heavily, and wero not sure to press us still moro 
so in tlio future, it would bo just'as incumbent on 
us to take caro of our current expenditures, and seo 
that tlioy did not outstrip our incomes. Economy 
should bo tho order of tho day; instead of that, 
however, wastefulness would seem to have taken 
its place. There is little or no thought about re­

sults—everything is left to present luck. Wo do 
not stop long enough to calculate. Wo crack on 
as if there was no end to tho resources. Caution 
and prudence are tho least fashionable of nil 
habits and practices. There is waste everywhere 
—waste at tho spiggot, and waste at tho bunghole. 
A dollar more in the yard now, is of less conse­
quence in general estimation than a shilling moro 
only a little time ago. The war, with its gigantic 
expenditures, which fow or none of us can realize 
now, has so familiarized us with largo sums of 
money that we appear to think it os necessary to 
lavish on ourselves ns for the treasury to answer 
lavishly to the calls of the nation.

It is so easy to fall into such habits that the 
difficulty of getting out is all the greater. But 
get out we must, and that right speedily, else tho 
fate that awaits us is no different from that which, 
has overtaken other nations before us, for having 
given themselves up to tho temptations of enerva­
tion and luxury. Whore expenditures exceed in­
comes, as ours do in this country to-day, ruin will 
inevitably result; and we cannot expect that our 
experience is to bo very much different from what 
that of other people has been in tho past. Tn 
dressing, in living, in equipage, in general style of 
social expenditure, in all things where money is 
to go out of tho pocket, wo must certainly begin at 
once and turn over a now leaf. Tlio hasty ones 
will say, upon this, “ Oh, yes, wo can economize 
in ever so many respects. There is the weekly 
paper—” But wb ask you to stop right there, 
friends. When you seriously take hold to cut 
down expenses in' the matter of moat and sugar, 
of winos and cigars, and of the various superflui­
ties and waste that afllict rather than advantage 
your lives, then it will be time enough tb reduce 
your living and your life by trying to do without 
the weekly visitor wliose cost to you is so trifling 
at the most, but whose return is so generous and 
permanent. It is short-sightedness that begins at 
the wrong end in these matters: Dr. Sam John­
son trying to get up earlier in tho morning, by 
way of mending his habits, but . going to bed no 
earlier the night before.

■ How effective this huge debt will prove, through 
its taxes, to make us temperate and thoughtful, 
almost any reflecting person can forsee. It can­
not operate otherwise than as a power to balance, 
us and keep us steady. Wp sliall find that wo 
must either increase our supervisory care over 
ourselves, or go entirely under, there is such an 
ocean of waste all around us. Go into almost any 
largo family whore money comes easily just now 
to the head of it, and you will find a recklessness 
in relation to tho table alono as will make a pru­
dent person discouraged. In France tho people 
are economical to the last letter; notlilngis suffer­
ed to bo thrown away or wasted; it used to be 
said that they could cook a nettle in forty differ­
ent ways, and wo know tliat every scrap of every­
thing is adroitly turned to advantage and mado 
to contribute its part in tiie general economy. 
Just so in Germany. Probably a more frugul na­
tion of people, in a domestic sense, does not live 
anywhere, than theso same thrifty, healthy, in­
dustrious, and always well-to-do Germans. Nono 
could get along moro economically than they and 
still secure a better subsistence. ,

And from theso, anil such as these, old-world 
people, all of them, wo must take our lessons. 
They have practiced this primal virtue of econo­
my from generation to generation, and know how 
to do it traditionally. Tliey havo learned to bear 
the burden of taxation, and do it patiently. And 
alTthese things are como but newly upon us, and 
we must now begin to learn. Our aptitude, liow- 
ever—be it set down to our credit—is far in ad­
vance of that of any other people in existence; and 
there is littlo question that wo should learn in a 
single generation what it has cost others so much 
time and struggle to master. Yet learn it we must, 
as a first condition of our knitting together and 
consolidating the character which it is our un­
doubted destiny to fill up and establish.

Heaven teaches us economy on all sides. The 
Almighty Power wastes no single stream, how­
ever minute, of that unlimited, spiritual force 
which is all tho while flowing over tho universe. 
Great as are tho divine expenditures of spiritual 
power, they aro such by reason of the fact that 
nothing of it all is suffered to be lost. Profuse 
beyond human and angelic conception as aro tho

Peace between Germany and Den­
' mark.

The following is tho latest European intelli­
gence by the Persia:

London, July 31.—Tho Paris Press, under re­
serve, announces the conclusion of peace between 
Germany and Denmark. Tlio basis is unknown. 
Tho amnesty lias been slightly prolonged.

Tho French journals continue to harp on an im­
pending sea-fight between Federal and- rebel 
cruisers in the channel.

In tho House of Commons Mr. Layard said 
England intended to recognize tho now Mexican 
Empire without waiting tor the States and Terri­
tories now under Juarez to bo brought within tho 
authority of tho now government.

resources of tlint power, they are nevertheless ex* 
pended with a wino adaptation of mentis to an 
end, which rebuke our thoughtless wastefulness 
hi the most overwhelming iiiuniier. There Is cer­
tainly lio excuse for our eriinliiii! Invlshness with 
all our resources, given to ns, too, when tho gener­
ous donor himself takes Infinite care that not a 
particle-of //fa power bu thrown away or used to 
no purpose.

Browning on MedinniMilp.
Robert Browning, who< owes his distinction 

chiefly to tho circumstance tliat ho became the 
husband of Mrs. Barrett Browning, has put forth 
a new volume of poems, entitled, “ Dramatis I’er- 
Hona!,” hi which he undertakes to throw ridicule 
on the spiritual phenomena. In a piece entitled, 
“ Mr. Sludge, tho Medium,” and which Is under­
stood to be aimed at Mr. Homo, we find the fol­
lowing passage:

" Wlmt'an ‘medium’? Ho’■«means, 
Good, bad, IndHR’rent. still the only moons 
Spirits call Hpeuk by; be may misconceive, 
Stutter nnd Hammer—Iio 'a tlieir Sludge aud drudge, 

. Take him nr leave him; they must hold tholr peace, 
Or else put up with havlnipknowledgc strained 
To half-expression through his Ignorance.
Suppose, the spirit Beethoven wants to shed 
Now music lie’s brimful of: why, he turns 
The handle of this organ, grinds with Sludge, .
And whnt Iio poured iu at the mouth o' tho mill 
As n Thirty-third Sonata (fancy now I)
Comes from the hopper as briin-ncw Sludge, naught else— 
The Shakers' liymn In G, with a natural 1', .
Or tlio ‘ Stars nnd Stripes ’ set to consecutive fourths."

This is a fair specimen of tho somewhat hazy 
stylo which Browning indulges in. Witli the ex­
ception of ono or two tolerable ballads, ho has 
done nothing to entitle himself to any high repu­
tation as a poet. In genius he falls incomparably 
below Mrs. Browning. This lady, as we all know, 
received the great truths of Spiritualism, investi­
gated them with tho profoundest interest, and 
found a congenial soul for them , in her devout, 
studious and liberal mind. It was a sore mortifi­
cation to Browning, that in spite of liis own pro­
tests and bitter opposition, his wife should accept 
ns true, what he chose to reject with a supercilious 
and arrogant contempt. And now, not oven re­
spect for his wife's memory, was potent enough 
to withold him from the expression of the-' bitter­
ness ho has long clierishcd.

Mr. Home, in a communication to tho London 
Spiritual Magazine, has given nn interesting ao-. 
count of his own interviews with Mr. and Mrs. 
Browning, in wiiich he exposes the ill-temper, 
bigotry, and intolerance of tho former, and the 
truthfulness and candor of tho latter. Tlie lady 
seems to havo been as far above her husband in 
generosity and elevation of character as she was 
in literary ability and poetical genius. Browning’s 
foggy verses against Spiritualism can do littlo 
harm to tho cause, and will hardly bo relished 
even by those who hato it as heartily ns ho. Tho 
testimony of two such intellects as Archbishop 
Whately and the late Mr. Senior, is more than an 
ofl’set for all that a host of such bardlings as 
Browning can utter.

Tlie truly great poets, liko Shnkspearo, Milton, 
Dante, Tasso, aro all Spiritualists. Tho number 
of passages that could be qudted from those wri­
ters, showing tho truth of this assertion, would 
surprise the foes of modern Spiritualism. Wo may 
some day give evidence of this in our columns. 
Meanwhile, we dismiss Mr. Browning with the re­
mark, that as his now book will bo soon repub­
lished by Ticknor & Fields, tho curious may learn 
for themselves whether or no wo have ([one him 
justice in our remarks.

No Need of Arguing.
Many persons think they cannot havo a sound 

hold in what they aro really conscious of believ­
ing, unless they can at any time support tlieir 
formula of. faith successfully, against the world, 
with downright arguments. It is a mischievous 
delusion. Our spiritual instincts are farhbove 
reason, and reason comes up lute to do its work 
of harmonizing what is perceived so clearly with 
tbo capacity of tho intoUect to Comprehend. But 
a living faith never rests upon reason. It takes 
hold a good ways ahead of that; flies farther and 
foster; outstrips it everywhere in tho race; com­
pletes its work, in fact, before reason has begun 
it. Moro than this, it is impossible to make tho 
reason adopt views which tho higher instincts 
positively reject; thus showing that it is the soul 
which explores for ground on which to establish 
its faith, and not tho intellect, which is but one of 
tho faculties of the . soul. Emerson discourages 
everything like holding arguments over one’s 
form of .belief; for, In arguing, we talk fqr not 
much more than victory, in spite of ourselves. 
But the truth is what wo want to get at, and not 
intellectual victory. Besides, a very different 
class of feelings, thoughts aiid • reflections are 
called out when a person is under the stimulating 
operation.of discussion with another; but in the 
hour of contemplation, which , is tho most truly 
spiritual season tho soul knows anything about, 
the stunulus is of a very different character. 
Then no spirit of antagonism rises in tho heart to 
cloud the thought. A subject is taken hold of by 
the handle, and for the sake of mastering it; not 
wherever it can be most adroitly seized for the 
purpose of overthrowing an opponent. Much ar­
gument only proves too little genuine spirituality.

A New Policyfor England*
Tlie EnglislfMinistry have just laid down a pol­

icy entirely different from any . which has charac­
terized tlieir national life hitherto.. It has been 
publicly announced that hereafter,-England will 
occupy a ground, among nations, of complete iso­
lation, refraining from all interforenco in tho in­
terests or rights of other nations, and prepared to 
use her army and navy only when such use is de­
manded by an immediate threat of danger. The 
leading English journal, the Times, endorses this 
novel platform for tho nation and proceeds with­
out delay to apply it to tho matter of aiding in 
putting a stop to the African slave trade. That 
paper argues that, under the now rule of national 
conduct, it can no longer bo expected of England 
that she will lend a hand, in tho shape of a fleet, 
off the coast of Africa and in tho West Indian wa­
ters, to repress tho slave trade, that being none of 
her business any more, and tho Africans being 
probably as well off with this incident of. slavery 
hanging over them ns if they were suffered to be 
left alone.whero they are born. It all means— 
this change in English policy—a plan to get tlie 
slave-trade machinery ready to run, by tho time 
it is expected that the South will achieve its in­
dependence; then there will be cheap labor in 
plenty to take tho place of what lias been sacri­
ficed in the rebellious'States by means of tho war, 
and cotton will bo got out of tho Southern fields for 
British account without any hindrance. England 
means, by isolating herself just now from the 
world, to do what tho old rat did, that, bado his 
children good-bye because ho wns about to retire 
from all earthly vanities; when it was discovered 
that ho had provided himself witli a snug berth in 
a whole Cheshire cheese I

53?” Wo invito especial attention to an article 
on our first page, entitled “ My Religion.” It is 
from tho pen of ono of our old aqd valued con­
tributors, and written in the spirit of fairness and 
candon

I’sychuitictry applied to NtoacM*
We had a little experience a day or twoslnco 

that limy Interest thu readers of "Tim Soul of 
Thlngii.’’ A friend, recently from Rome, gave tut 
several speeliiieim of innrble from various Inter­
esting localities thereabouts. Happening to bo in 
company with Mrs. J. 8. Adams, wc placed ono of 
theso relics in her hands In such u way that sho 
could not seo it, and said nothing in relation to 
whnt it was. '81m was therefore Ignorant, so for 
ns the outer senses wero concerned, of its naturo 
and history. '

In about ono minute she remarked,"! nin in 
tho sphere of sonic place, or building, that is very 
old. I seo a dark marble, ami the mime of Sever­
us is before me.”

Tliis was ail correct; for wo had given lier it 
piece of dark green marble taken from tho Baths 
of Carracalla, nt Romo, the building of which was 
finished about A. d. 212, by Severus I

We then, without imparting to her any knowl­
edge of tho object, placed in her hands a piece of 
white marble from a temple on tiie Vin Appia, at 
Rome, and she said: '

"I seo a largo and elegant building formed of 
white marble.”

To test still further this power, another article 
was handed toiler, which was no sooner done than 
sho remarked:

" I seo fine palm trees, and camels, and sandy 
plains.” ’

Tills was in keeping with tlio object she held—a 
small earthen mold taken from a catacomb In 
Egypt. ' .

Sucli uniform correctness in her expressions ' 
concerning tlio sphere of each object, end the rap­
id changes from ono to another, giving tho appro­
priate surroundings of each without tho least hes­
itation, may well puzzle tho savans among us 
whoso only source of information on these subtle 
mental phenomena, is a dry and musty library, a 
repository of tho thoughts of those who knew no 
more than themselves. Leaving these, however, 
and becoming receptive to the tide of inspiration­
al thought thnt is flooding the world with light, 
wo may become informed of the philosophy that' 
governs theso things, and add something to our lim­
ited knowledge of tho wonderful powers of- the 
human mind. ‘

Popular Fictions . '.
Those journals, styling themselves literary, 

which have taken it upon themselves to stigma­
tise works of fiction like Hawthorne’s “ Scarlet 
Letter,” as unhealthy, because they lay bare the 
springs of hulniin action and minister to the long 
hidden diseases of tlie human heart, aro found on 
examination, to be tho very ones which endorse 
and praise tlio melodramatic tales, as thick as the 
locusts of Egypt almost, wliose turning-point is 
rascality of the deepest dye, and whose heroes 
aro sure to be adulterers, traitors to all forms of 
morals, and scoundrels without room for apology or 
palliation. Tliis style of fiction is especially popu­
lar in England at tho present time. It'argues any­
thing but a pure and healthy condition of the hu­
man heart over tho water. Miss Braddon's works, 
largely as they are read among the higher classes 
of renders in England, all turn upon a hinge of the 
description above alluded to. As for healthy do­
mestic fiction, or fiction whose interest rests main­
ly on those natural and legitimate analyses of 
human motives in which all speculative minds 
are strangely interested*, and wiiich they love to 
follow out to the last investigation of the mystery 
—little or none of it is “ the rage ” in tho reading 
world of England to-day, and It is a question if 
for some time It is likely to be. That fiction is a 
powerful preacher of morals, there can be no 
doubt; but nobody can make us believe that such 
superficial and such really dirty stuff as is 
spawned from the English press, is of any par­
ticular account in the work of making mon wiser 
or better. - It is not nature at all; it is high-spiced 
crime, vulgar and unseemly; unfit to be taken 
into the family whore a healthy jlomcstlo senti­
ment is Bought to be produced and perpotuated.

New Philanthropic Paper iu New 
Orleans. ' •

Wo have received the first number of the “ New 
Orleans Tribune,” printed in French and English, 
the object of which is to advocate and defend the 
rights of tho colored population. It is now pub­
lished tri-weekly, but the proprietors announce a . 
daily, edition, to commence as .soon as typo and 
press can be obtained from Now York. The num­
ber beforo us contains a report of the proceedings 
of a meeting of the National Union Brotherhood 
Association, No. 1, held at St. James’s Churcli.. 
This association, to use the words of'ono of the 
speakers, is composed of “ a peop]e just emerging 
from, darkness, into light, from chains and hand- 
cufts to freedom, some of them with tho marks of' 
tho slave-driver’s lash upon them.” Another 
speaker, Rev. J. Goodwin, said, “I judgo this to 
•be one of tho greatest institutions of the present 
ago. I have passed through blood to reach this 
land of liberty, Whore I came from tho number 
of stripes was from five to six hundred, and if you 
could not stand the flogging you would have tb 
die, I have known some to dio underlie lash.. 
I have beon whipped to mako me deny.my rell- 
gion, but hero I stand, thank God, upon free soil, 
a living monument of God’s mercy and protection 
to those who lovo and serve him.” ' \ •

The new paper, in connection with the “Broth­
erhood,” is destined to do a great and good work. 
Certainly the field of their operations is 'very 
large, and ono in which there is much need of la- ■ 
borers. May their philanthropic efforts be crown­
ed with'abundant success. . ." ',.

A Slight Mistake. <
Tho Herald of Progress was the medium through 

which departed spirits communed with the inhab- ’ 
Hants of this terrestrial ball, and its decease will 
cut oft' all communion with the celestial powers.— 
New York Sunday Mercury. ,

Our friend of tho Mercury has made a slight 
mistake which wo hasten to (correct, that ho may 
not suffer under tho idea that communion with 
the celestial spheres is entirely suspended, for 
such an event would leave this world in a sad 
condition. The writer has ascribed to the Herald 
what is due tho Banner. Tho former never has, ■ 
to any extent, published communications from the 
spirit-world, while the latter has in every issue 
fertile past seven years given its readers from 
two to six columns of them. And wo aro happy 
in being able to state that it will continue to do so. 
If the editor of tho Mercury could see the quanti­
ty of MS..articles sent us for our columns, and 
tho almost innumerable letters which wait our 
attention every morning, ho would reasonably 
conclude that tho interest in Spiritualism had hot : 
abated to any very great extent.

' 53?“ Susie Rivers informs us that the poom pub- 1 
lished in the Banner of August 6th, entitled 
“ Angels aro ever near,” by Isaac P. Aikon, was 
written by her and printed in our paper about a 
year ago, (with the exception of part of the first 
two lines,) under tho title of “ Presence of An­
gels." "Wb aro sorry that any one should sb far 
forget the golden rule as to desire to impose upon 
us or any one else. •_ , '



AUGUST 20, 1864. BAN NEK OF LIGHT.
A C«w oi* l*r<<iii<>iil(lnii.

A writer In tlio Clirhtliui Atiibansndor, nfter 
taking Hpwlnl juiIiih to iiiipreM upon tlio iiiliiiln 
of liln reiulcrn tlint Iio in no believer in Hplrlt ninn* 
IfentntloiiH, nilniltH tlmt ho derives sweet underlie- 
tlon from widened showing that tlio Hplrlt, on the 
appronch of dentil, cutches gllnipnen of the bounty 
nnil glory of tho Ininiortnl Htnto. Ifo then reintea 
the InHtnnco of a boy alx years anil six months 
old,an follows:

“ One evening Iio ro«o from bln couch very much 
affected. On IiIh parents inquiring the ciiuho of 
his feelings, he replied,‘I dreamed I was dead, 
and in a beautiful place, which wns Inid out in 
pleasant walks—a garden where nil was bright 
and beautiful and fair, and everybody and every­
thing seemed to bo very happy; and I "was very 
happy too, but I wonted to come back and see 
Ma. There were a great many people there, but I 
knew none of them but God.’ Sitting ou ids 
mother’s knee, lie soon burst into tears, while his 
gaze was riveted on some scene beyond tlio lamp 
which burned before him. Being asked what 
grieved him, he answered, ‘ Our .yard is full of 
horses .and buggies. I did not dream it; I see 
them.’ ’ . '

In his dream he saw a room full of people; the 
wall hung with nice pictures, thus in all describ­
Ing minutely Ids own funeral scene, which took 
place Ajiril 2(>th, after the spring had spread’ a 
green carpet over the earth.”

Mrs. Currier’s T.eclures in Haverhill.
The Haverhill Publisher, in alluding to hire. A. A. 

Ciirrier's.recent lectures in that place, says: “The 
subject of her first lecture was a comparison be­
tween Christianity, in its primitive simplicity and 
purity, and that wliich is regarded as such nt this 
day, and set forth in tho creeds and dogmas of the 
various denominations. Sho denied the charge 
of infidelity made against tlioso who, by careful- 
investigation and research, havo como to look up­
on death and immortality in an entirely different 
light from that in which they had been accustom­
ed: to by early education and association, and de­
clared that true Spiritualism, when rightly undcr- 

' stood and practised, was calculated to elevate the 
human race and harmonize the many conflicting 
elements which now distract mankind.

' The speaker claims to be moved or impressed 
to speak by spirit agency; bitt however this may 
bo, it is a well known fact that sho is wholly un­
fitted, either by education or natural ability, to 
speak with the power she exhibits upon any of 
the subjects of her lectures.” '

: . Mow Publications.
We shall take occasion to review the new work 

of Prof. S. B. Brittain—" Man and his Relations ” 
—in the next issue of the Banner. We desire 
more time to investigate the contents of a volume 
to which tlie author lias given so many of tho best 
years of his lifo, before putting pen to paper in or­
der to speak of it as it properly deserves, It is, 
however, a great work; wo can assure our read­
ers of that. It is printed in readable and most at­
tractive form, and will havo a largo sale through­
out the country, and wherever thero are advanced 
minds to appreciate the author’s thoughts and 
speculations. ■

The Philosophic and Scientific Ultima­
tum is tho title of a neatly printed volume of 420 
pages, which tho advertiser informs us may bo had, 
at two dollars per copy, of W. A. Allibaco, Box 
4774, New York P, O. It professes to have in 
view tho discovery and application of Truth, in 
every departmo nt of tho Universe. ,'

Advance In the Price of Newspapers.
We notice that most of the weekly papers have 

been obliged to add fifty cents to their yearly 
prices. ,

The Boston daily papers, Post, Advertiser, 
Journal, Traveller, and Transcript, have raised 
their prices to thirty cents per week, or eight dol­
lars per year; and the Herald to eighteen cents per 
week. . '
. At the recent Newspaper Convention in Maine, 
a proposition wns adopted to advance the price of 
all the papers fifty cents.

all StToFmaSukis.

Tlie Investigatorlms not been received at this of­
fice for tho last six weeks. What is the reason, 
Bro. Mendum? _________

The new Government Loan is being taken up 
rapidly, Five million dollars’ worth wore taken 

• in New York in one day.
, A lady in this city has recently had extracted 

from her right'thumb the fragment of a.needle, 
which was accidentally broken off in her hip 
about twenty-eight years ago. :, Dr. Page, who 
performed the operation, regards this as one of 
tho most singular‘cases which has come within 
his knowledge,  .1 .

President Lincoln is confident that the draft for 
flye hundred thousand men Will, promptly be fill­
ed. Men hero aro working hard to justify Presi­
dential confidence, and several towns have al­
ready filled tlicir quotas, and in some cases have 
exceeded them.  ;

As tiio dove will clasp Its wings to its side, and 
cover and conceal the arrow that Is preying on its 
vitals, so is the nature of woman to hide from tho 
world the pangs of wonndod affection.
' Tiie' Virginia City papers state that a convent 

is shortly to be established by a Catholic order at 
.American . Flat, N. T.' The Catholic clergy con­
template establishing, shortly, a nunnery end fe­
male school at American City, Nevada Territory. 
Sb says the Was/ioe Herald. ' . :

• Oil wells have lately boon discovered near Vis­
alia. The flow is. said to be very largo and in a 
crude state. It burns as brilliantly as refined oil.

Often, over my silent hours of solitude and 
.communion with tho unscon, sweep refrains from 

. the shores of past experience, and I hoar again 
■ the voices, nnd clasp tho dear hands of “long 

ago.”—Cora Wilburn. .
Dr. Edward Beecher, in the funeral sermon of 

Owen Lovejoy, at his homo in Illinois, stated that 
• Mr. L. originally sought ordination in tho Episco­

pal Church, at tho hands of Bishop Chase, who re- 
qnirotl him to pledge himself in writing, that ho 
would not agitato tho subject of slavery. He re­
plied: " My right arm sliall drop off before I will 

• sign that pledge. If I should sign it, I should ex­
pect it to drop off.” Tho Bishop then agreed that 
he might lecture on slavery, if ho would say noth- 
ingabout it in the pulpit. “ Promise not to preach 
against sin, and that a prevailing sin? Never." 
Abd so ho turned to the Congregational polity.

Foreigners forced into the Rebel Army. 
A Mr. R. D. Ogden, an English actor, was seized 
as a conscript, a few months ago, and sent to camp, 
although ho had bis consular ccrtiflcato showing 
that he was a British subject His case is now 
before a Confederate Court nt Richmond. Mr. P. 
H. Aylett, in behalf of tho War Department, main­
tained that all domiciled foreigners aro really on 
tho same footing as to military service as the res­
ident inhabitants. And ho further maintains that 
if Ogden is released, twenty thousand soldiers will 
have to be released.

Tho Constitution:!! amendment of i’cnnsylvn* 
tilii, allowing soldiers to vote, Ims been adopted 
by vote of the people.

People nre beginning to find out that much 
which they have heretofore looked upon us Indis­
pensable on their table, can be omitted altogether 
without Injury or Inconvenience to themselves.

Monday was so hot tliat many people thought 
they were dead, and getting their due.—Traveller.

Tho Degree of Doctor of Laws has been con­
ferred on Gen. Butler by Williams College.

isrznzsr kaktiilv asp iiBAvzsi.r.
Urn Attain luitl a golden coin, one ttay, 

Which he put out nt Interest with it Jew;
Ycnr nfter year, awaiting him, It lay,

Until the doubled coin two niece. crew, 
And these two, four—so on till people said, 

" How rich Hen Adam Is," and bowed tho servile head.
Hen Selim had a golden coin that day, 

Which to n stranger asking alms lie gave, 
Who went rejoicing on his unknown way—

Ben Sellin died too poor to own a grave; ' 
But when his soul reached heaven, angels with pride 
Showed him tlio wealth to which his coin had multiplied.

One day a littlo girl about five yours old, beard 
a preacher of a certain denomination praying 
most lustily, till tho roof rang with tlio strength of 
his supplications. Turning to hor mother, and 
beckoning tho maternal car to a speaking dis­
tance, sho whispered, “ Mother, do n't you think 
that if ho lived nearer to God ho would n’t havo 
to speak so loud?” .

It is said that Renan’s " Life of Jesus " has made 
him “ independently rich.”

• Do you think a rough hand, rudely swept over 
the strings of tho human .heart, will bo likely to 
bring much music out of it? It will bear no such 
performances. ; • ■ . ■ \

“That’s what I call repetition," exclaimed a 
wag tho other day.. “ What’s that, Toni?” said 
his friend. “ Why, look at that sign across tho. 
way—J. E;Woller, jeweller.

The distinguished individual known among the 
ancients as Cupid, has recently changed his name 
to Cupidity, and will hereafter'devote his atten­
tion to matters of money as well as matrimony,

Foote, praising the hospitality of the Irish,'after 
one of his trips to the sistor kingdom, a gentleman 
asked him if ho had ever been at Cork; “No,sir,” 
said Foote, “ but I have scon many drawings of 
it.” 1 ' ..

Admiral Farragut, in command of tlio Federal 
fleet, has succeeded in gaining possession of Mo­
bile Bay. Fort Powell was evacuated and blown 
up, and Fort Gaines, the most formidable one in 
tlio bay, surrendered to the fleet. This seals the 
fato of the city. ______________

Two Government ammunition barges blew up, 
Aug. Oth, at City Point, Vn., killing and wound­
ing over two hundred persons, destroying wharves, 
warehouses, and sinking several vessels. Loss of 
property, '$2,000,000.

If we will not accept facts on evidence unless 
we understand how they aro produced and' all 
about them, our creed will soon be reduced to tho 
single article—“ I beliovo in nothing at all?" for 
belief is the result of powers and processes which 
are ill themselves inscrutable.—Thomas Brevior.

A philosopher, wlio married a vulgar but amia­
ble girl, used to call his wife brown sugar, because, 
he said, sho was sweet hut unrefined.

Milton was asked by a friend whether he would 
instruct his daughters in the different languages, 
to which he replied, “ No, sir; ono tongue is suffi­
cient for a woman.”

rinses requisite.
Have a tear for tho wretched—a «mllo for the glad;
For the worthy,applause—an excuse tar the bad;
Homo help for tho needy—somo pity for those 
Who stray from tho path where true happiness flows.
Have a laugh for tho child In her play nt thy foot;
Have respect for the aged; and pleasantly greet 
Tho stranger that soekoth for shelter from tlieo— 
Havo a covering to spare If ho naked should bo.
Have hopo In thy sorrow—a calm In thy Joy;
Havo a work that Is worthy thy lifo to employ; 
And oh I above all things on this side tho sod, 
Have ponce with thy conscience, nnd peace with thy Qod.

A wliito man not long since sued a black man 
in one of tlie courts, and while tbo trial was be­
fore the judge, the litigants came to an amicable 
settlement, and so tho counsel stated to the court. 
“Averbal settlement will not answer,” replied 
the judge; " it must bo in writing.” “Hore is the 
agreement in black and wliito," responded tlio 
counsel, pointing,to the parties; “ pray, what does 
your honor want moro than this?” '

All of tho $50,000 subscription required from 
Amherst to got the Agricultural College there has 
boon secured. William Kellogg, formerly an Am­
herst merchant, gave $5000. ■

George Selwyn once affirmed in company, that 
no Woman,ever wrote a letter without a postcript. 
“ My next letter shall refute you,” said Lady G. 
Selwyn soon after received a letter from her lady­
ship, .when after her signature stood, “P. S.—Wlio 
is right now—you or I?” ..

A great comet is predicted for 1865, by a Bava­
rian astronomer now in Australia, Who says it 
will come near enough to endanger the,earth; but 
if it should n’t annihilate us, the sight w^l bo 
most beautiful to behold. During three nights wo 
shall have no. darkness, but bo bathed in the bril­
liant light of tho blazing train.

Mr. Hall, the Arctic explorer, was at St. Johns, 
N. F., on tho 18th of July, in fine spirits, and ex­
pecting to sail Immediately; He wnS cordially re­
ceived by the'eitizens. His Esquimaux guide was 
in very feeble health. ...

During an examination, a medical student being 
asked the question, “ When does mortification 
ensue?” “ When you pop the question, and are 
answered,'No,” ' '

“ Peace brings plenty, plenty pride; pride quar­
rel, quarrel war; war spoil, spoil poverty; pover-1 
ty patience, patience peace.”

A dilemma with a number of horns; on which 
shall wo hang? _^____:__

At church. Joe says his manly heart .
- With true devotion swells, .
Denying that—as somo assert— ' ■

He *s led there by tho belief;
While Jane, tlio happiest of coquettes, 

Whoso eyes no sorrow dims, ■ *
Most piously employs her timo '

InJooklng for tho Anni. '

. Sir William Temple said, “Tho greatest pleas­
ure is love; tho greatest ease is sleep; the great­
est medicino is a true friend.” . .

Prof. Agassiz says that a grasshopper’s organ 
for hearing aro his legs. Of course, when in doubt 
as to tho threatening danger, he is enabled to 
jump to a conclusion and a safe position at the 
same time. _____________ _

A Spiritualist says he sometimes secs tho spirits 
of departed friends. Tlie religious opposer cries 
humbug I deception ! or the work of tho. Devil I 
impossible! You can't seo spirits; and then away 
goes this same religious opposer, and aids in pay­
ing a minister from five hundred to five thousand 
a year to preach about Christ taking his disciples 
up into tlio mount, whoro they beheld his very 
raiment transfigured, and saw Moses and Elias 
talking with him, long after tho bodies of Moses 
and Elias had been changed to dust. Now, if tho 
opposition of theso religionists to Spiritualism 
was founded in right reason and consistency, they 
would oppose tho spiritualism of the Bible, as 
well as that of the present day.—.Hackefs Chariot.

NpIritaFoHrnito.
Wo will fill orders for spirit-portraits during this 

montli, for tlioso who nro very noxious, nnd havo 
long been wnltlng for an opportunity. Tho nnino 
mid ago of tho spirit, nnd thu timo of their depart- 
uro from earth-life Hhoiild be given, nlso a lock of 
of hnlr, if convenient. Terms ten dollars ncconi- 
ponying the order; applicants taklng.tlieir chances 
ns to tbo pictures being correct likenesses. Tho 
picture forwarded or the money returned, within 
one week after receiving the order, The style of 
the work will be the same as wo have twenty-five 
dollars for in New York.

Fraternally, W. P. Anderson. 
Box 02, Station L, Hew York.

“Good Ncwh” for the Sick.
Hundreds of those who are languishing under 

chronic ailments, will rejoice at the return of Dr. 
J. P. Bryant, the successful practitioner of new 
therapeutics, which renews the suspended action 
of vital organs, replaces those that havo been de­
ranged, and gives new, healthful and vigorous 
tone to the whole system, and that without medi­
cine or machinery. The thousands w|io have been 
treated by Dr. B., mid been restored to health and 
usefulness—some after years of suffering and in­
capacity—testify to the efficacy of his system. 
Wherever he goes, his rooms are thronged by the 
sick, lame and dumb, seeking to lie restored, anil 
not often failing to find relief; He is now at Con­
gress Hall, Avon Springs, N. Y., where he will re­
ceive patients during the present month. The 
poor, who are unable to pay a fee, aro irviteil to 
accept his services, which are offered gratuitously. 
We learn that thousands of tho sick poor have 
been restored by him, as well as hundreds of the 
wealthy, and all unite in commending his prac­
tice.—Rochester, N. Y., Express, Aug. 1.

Tho readers of this paper can form an excellent 
idea of the appearance and uso of tho celebrated 
Graig Microscope by examining tho above cut. 
This instrument is warranted to be all and more 
than is represented in tho advertisomont. It will 
show the thousands of strange animals swimming 
and chasing each other about in a small drop of 
water taken from any stagnant pool, or ditch, and, 
in fact, the minute and wonderful works of Na­
ture, unseen by the naked eyo, which can be 
brought to view by this great invention aro with­
out number, nnd its low price places it within tho 
roach of everybody. All who live in tho vicinity 
of Milwaukee -are invited to call and examine, 
corner of East Water and Huron streets. Per­
sons living at a distance need not be afraid of 
being humbugged. Beautiful mounted objects, 
adapted to tho use of this instrument, can be sent 
by mail for $1,50 per dozen. If agents and others 
wish to make money fast, wo advise them to send 
for a supply of these Microscopes. It is very 
good employment for persons unable to do bard 
work. : >•

Notice to Advertisers*
Advertisements will be inserted hereafter in this 

paper nt the following rates, viz: Twenty cents per 
line for the first insertion, and fifteen cents per 
line for every subsequent insertion.

To Correspondents.
tWe c*nnot engage to return rejected manuscript.]

Mrs. F. A. L., McIlENitY, Iu.—The money was received.

Obituaries.
Passed to the Higher Life, July 28th, Richard B. Lane, only 

boh of Harrison and Mary Augusta Laue, of Taunton, Mass., 
aged 17 years 8 months and 27 days.

This young man boro svlth patlenco a long Illness, and with 
the liopcful vlews of death and tho future life which charac­
terize the spiritual faith, calmly awaited his transit to the 
higher life. ’ -

ills many friends experienced a melancholy pleasure In min­
istering to his bodily and mental wants; and his parents sus­
tained with tho unfailing consolatlonsortho Spiritual Philoso­
phy, resigned without a murmur their only beloved son to that 
liiuwelinig and surrounding Providence tliat over ortloretli all 
things well. From the sorrow of temporary, outward separa­
tion springs tho immortal hope uf a reunion hl the Summer- 
Liuul. Even now they welcome Ills presence anil spiritual In­
fluence, and feel assured that tliere Is Indeed a balm for every 
wound, and thnt tho a fractional and spiritual nuturcls brought, 
tlirough the discipline of nfllictlon, into a closer communion 
witli nil Hint Is beautiful nnil Immortal. Tho overshadowing 
presence of Hie Impersonal life Is brought nearer to tlicir homes 
nnd lieurts. . . F. T. L.

Taunton', Mase., Aug. 10, J864.

Pnsscd through tho portals of Resurrection to the Splrlt- 
Eden, J uly Itli, 1861, Mrs. Lottlo B. Smnlley, nged 77 yeurs 9 
months. .

A X> V JE B T ISE M E N T S .

Our terms are twenty cento per line'fbr the 
first, nnd fifteen cents per line fbr ench subse­
quent Insertion. Pnyment Invariably In advance.

THE POSITIVE ANO NEGATIVE POWDERS I
THE GKEAT FEBRIFUGE, NERVINE AND

■ FjaMAkUE ItJEGrUXtATOIl,

ELECTRICITY nnd Its laws run through all nature. Every­
thing In Nature acts and re-acts in virtue of lu Electro-.

Positive, or Electro-Negative State. Disease Itself obeys the 
same great law; and hence all diseases aro either Positive or 
Negative. Tills fact Is recognized In the language which medi­
cal men, In all ages, have Instinctively but blindly used, when 
speaking of those opposite states which always nave existed, 
and always will exist In disease. Thus, we Hnd them using 
such words as “Active and Passive, Inflammatory and Con- 
§ estiva, Sthenic and Asthenic, Fever and Ague, Hot nnd Cold, 
ynochal and Typhoid,” Ac.. Ac. The true scientific names of 

theso opposite states, are—Positive anil Negative, wliich Is 
now, for the first time, stated as a scientific truth, and made 
tlio basis of a true scientific formula for prescribing for disease. 
Tho Positive and Negative Rowdens being composed of tlie 
most exquisite preparations of a number of vegetable produc­
tions of unparalleled medical powers, properly combined and 
chemically elaborated according to tho basic law of Posi­
tive and Negative, nre of more value than a wholo apothe­
cary's shop of drugs prepared and administered according to 
the old methods, almost nt random, and without nny reference 
whatever to the Electrical Laws of Diseases and of Medicines.

This UNPARALLELED FAMILY MEDICINE cures:
1st. All Fevers of every grade and degree.
2d. All Nervous Diseases, Neuralgias, Spasms, Fits, Convul­

sions, Palsies, &0,
3d. All Derangements of the Menstrual Function, and many 

other female diseases.
Mailed, postpaid, to all parts of the United States on re­

ceipt of tlie price.
PRICE $1,00 per package.
Prepared and sold by AMANDA M. SPENCE, No. 97 St.

Marks Place, New York City* Aug. 20.

DYNAMIC INSTITUTE.

HAVING purchased the elegant residence of the late Moses 
Kncclnnd, Esq., wc have fitted it up for tho reception of 

patients, and invite tho attention of the suffering- throughout 
tho country to our successful as well ns peculiar method of 
treatment. '* We challenge tho scientific physician to refute 
the fact, that all disease comes to the system by way of de­
ranged and diseased nervous fluids; hence, to regulate these 
fluids, Is to remove all cause of disease from the system, wheth­
er chronic or acute, nervous or muscular.” We can accom­
plish this with Animal Magnetism. We say to the afflicted, 
give U9 n trial. We can euro all curable disease, and relieve 
suffering nt any stage of the disease. Patients in Milwaukee 
visited at their residences. All cases accurately diagnosed.

Residence on Marshall, second door south of Division 
street. P. O. Box 1215.

Consultations free. Examination $1.00. 
/fiheatilee^Au^, 20,1864. Aug. 20.

5000 AGENTS WANTED 1

A GOOD, reliable .AGENT wanted In every county to take 
tho entire control of some of tho best and host profita-

DLK ARTICLES ever presented to the public. Tho right man or 
woman can make money easily. For Circular, with full de­
scription, address JACOB LEWIS, 82 Nassau street. New 
York. Box 3391._____________ 3m_____________ Aug. 20.

QUSIB D. GILBERT, Clairvoyant and Trance
D Medium, No. 1 McLean Court, Boston Mass. 2w*—Aug. 20

An Ori u; tn tit Jtookt
JUST I’UBUMIED,

MAN AND Ills RELATIONS; 
lUrnitATiNO tins inhjknck of tub 

MIND ON THE BODY;
THB RELATIONS OF THE FACt LTlM ANH AFFECTIONS TO THE 

ORGANS AND TIIEIII FUNCTIONS, AN1J TO THE ELK- '
RENTS, ORJECTN, AND PHENOMENA OF

THE KXTEIIXAL WOULD.
BY PROF. 8. B. 1J KITTAN, M. I).

1^011 fifteen years the author lias been employed In researches 
which have nt length resulted hi thu production of this 

extraordinary book,covering tlie wide range of Vital, mid Men* 
fal Phenomena, as exhibited In MAN mid the Animal World. 
It is. however, especially devoted to Man—to the constitution 
and Immortal exsteiicc of thcHoul; its present Relations to4Im 
Body} to the external forms ond Internal principles of Nature, 
and to the realm of Universal Intelligence.

Tho curious mental phenomena that hover along the horizon 
of our present existence—wjileh the learned have eitlior re­
garded as Illusions of the senses, cr hiillnelnntkmsuf the mind, 
while they have nursed tho superstitions of the Ignorant—aro 
hero carefully classified and explained with peculiar aptnesw 
and great copiousness of illustration t with singular independ- 
mce of thought, and rare philosophical ability, in the lan­
guage of one of our ablest literary reviewers, Ihe author hat a 
nappufaculty of to illustrating obscure anti profound subjects, 
that they are comprehended by the common mind.

Dr. Brittan grapples earnestly with the facts that have 
nuzzled the brains ot tlie philosophers of every ago and coun- 
iiy; and has grasped In his masterly classification the great­
est Wonderm of tuk Mental World!

In tills respect his remarkable book is a Collection of Rare 
Ccriositieh, and must attract universal attention. At the 
same time, tlie student of Vital Chemistry. Physiology and 
Medicine; tlie Divine and tho Moralist, the Metaphysical Phil- 
osopher/mul the Political Reformer, will find It replete with 
profound nnd profitable instruction,

TABLE OF~CONTENTS:
The Tenant and tlie House; Electro-Physiological Discover­

ies; Circulation of the Animal Fluids; Conditions of Vital 
Harmony; Physical Causes of Vital Derangement; Voluntary 
and Involuntary Faculties; Influence of the Passions on the 
Secretions; The Mind ns a Destructive Agent; Renovating 
Powersuf tlie Human Mind; Mental and Vital Powers of Re­
sistance; Evils of Excessive Pi nervation; Mental Electrotyp­
ing on Vital Surfaces; Influence of objects and Ideas upon tlie 
Mind and the Morals; Relations of Mind to Personal Beauty; 
Relations of Mind to the Character of Offspring; Tho Senses 
and tlicir Functions; Psychometric Perception; Philosophy of 
Fascination; Animal nnd Human Magnetism; Magnetism us a 
Therapeutic Agent: Importance of Magnetism hi Hurgcry: 
Tlie Phantom Creation; Psychological Hallucination*; Mental 
Telegraphing; The Faculty of Abstraction; Philosophy of 
Sleep; Psychological Mysteries of Sleep; Inspirations of tiio 
Night; Somnambulism and Homnlloquhm; The Clairvoyant 
Vision: Tlie Uw of Prophecy; Apparitions of tho Living: 
States Resembling Death; Philosophy of Inspiration; Ration­
ale of Worship; Natural Evidences ot Immortality.

£37* Ono elegant volume. 8vo,, tinted laid paper—extra vel­
lum cloth bev. boards—with Steel Engraven Portrait. Price 
$3,50, postage free. For sale at thia office. ^w8^?’

IMPORTANT
. TO ALL

IRON IH TRE BLOOP!

IT Is well known to tlio Medical Profession thnt IRON Is the 
Vital Principle, or Life Element of the blood. This Is de 

rived chiefly from the,food we cat; but If the food Is not proper- 
<ly digested, or if, from any cause whatever, the necessary 
quantity of iron Is not taken into the circulation, or becomes 
reduced, the whole system suffers. The bad blood will Irritate 
tho heart, will clog up tho lungs, will stupify tho brain, Will 
obstruct the liver, and will send Its disease-producing elements 
to all parts of the system, and every ono will suffer In what­
ever organ may be predisposed'to disease.

The great value of
IRON AS A MEDICINE

Is well known and acknowledged by ail medical men. Tho 
difficulty has been to obtain such a preparation of It as will en­
ter the circulation and assimilate at once with tho blood. This 
point, says Dr. Hayes, Massachusetts State Chemist, has been 
attained In tho Peruvian Syrup, by combination In a way be­
fore unknown.

THE PERUVIAN SYRUP
Is a PROTECTED solution of tho PROTOXIDE OF IRON. 

A NEW DISCOVERY IN MEDICINE, that strike nt the Root 
of Disease by supplying the blood with Its Vital Principle of 
Life Element—Iron.

THE PERUVIAN SYRUP
Cures Dyspepsia, Liver Complaint, Dropsy, Fever and Ague, 

Loss of Energy, and Low Spirits.

THE PERUVIAN SYRUP
InAiscs Strength, Vigor and Now Life into the System, and 

builds up an “ Iron Constitution.”

THE PERUVIAN SYRUP
Cures Nervous Affections, Female Complaints, and ail diseases 

of the Kidneys and Bladder.

THE PERUVIAN SYRUP
Is a SPECIFIC for all diseases originating hi a BAD STATE 

OF THE BLOOD, or accompanied hy Debility 
or a Low Sum of the System.

Pamphlets containing certificates of cures and recommends 
thins from some of tho most eminent Physicians, Clergymen 
and others, will be sent FREE to any address.

We select a few of tho names to show tlio character of the 
testimonials:

John E. Williams, Es^.,
President of tho Metropolis Bank, N. Y.

Rev. Abel Stevens,
Late Editor Christian Advocate and Journal.

Rev. P. Church,-
Editor Now York Chrdniclo.

Rev. John Pierpont, 
Rev. Warren Burton, 
Rev. Arthur B. Fuller, 
Rev. Gurdon Robbins, 
Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, 
Rev. T. Starr King, 
Rev. Ephraim Nute, Jr., 
Rev. Joseph 11. Clinch. 
Rev. Henry Upham, 
Rev. P. C. Hendley, 
Rov. John W. Olmstead,

Lewis Johnson, M. D. 
Roswell Kinney, M. D.
S.K. Kendall. M. I). 
W. R. Chisholm. M.D. 
Francis Dana, M. D. 
Jeremiah Stone, M. D. 
Jose Antonio Sanches, M. D, 
A. A. Hayes, M. D. 
Abraham Wendell, M. D. 
Ji R. Chilton, M. D.
IL K Kinney, M. I). •

SALE BYFOK
SETH W. FOWEE ds CO., - - . Boaton. 
J. P. DINSMORE, • - - - - New Yorii. 

AND BY ALL DRUGGISTS.
Aug. 20. • <w ' *

“One of‘the Best Books Ever Printed'” .

JUST PUBLISHED, । .

THE ART OF CONVERSATION,
•. • ■••••' • ' WITH '.' '

• DIRECTIONS FO^ELF-EDUOATION.
AN ELEGANT 12MO VOLUME, SOUND IN CLOTH, PIUCE, $1,25.

AN admirably conceived and entertaining book—sensible, ln- 
Btmctlvc,and full of suggestions valuable to everyone 

who desires to bo either a good talker or listener, or who' 
wishes to appear to advantage In good society, . • 

Among the table of contents, will be found chapters upon—
Attention in Conversation,
Satire—Puns, 
Sarcasm, 
Teasing, .
Censure, 
Fault-Finding, 
Compliments, 
Egotism, 
Politeness, 
Stories—Anecdotes, 
Questioning, '
Liberties, 
Impudence, .
Staring,

Dinner Conversation, 
Silent People, 
Timidity—Its Cure, ■
Modesty, 
Correct Language, 
Self-Instruction.
Miscellaneous Knowledge, 

. Languages,
Vulgarisms, 
Argument, '
Disagreeable Subjects, 
Selfishness, ;
Sacrifices. '

Every young and evenbld person should got this book: rend 
it, and study it over and over again; and follow thoso hints in 
it which lend them to break up bad 1 mbits and cultivate good 
ones. It Is the most perfect nnd excellent work of the sort 
ever published. •

•** Copies of this book will be sent by mall, postage free, on 
receipt of price, by “THE BANNER OF LIGHT,” Boston, 
Mass.  ' Aug, 20.

New Edition Now Beady. '

THE HABITS OF GOOD SOCIETY.

A HAND-BOOK OF ETIQUETTE FOR LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN: with Thoughts, Hints and Anecdotes con­

cerning Social Observances: nice points of Tastes and Good 
Manners, and the Art of Making oneself Agreeable. The wholo 
Interspersed with humorous Illustrations of Social Predict! 
ments; Remarks on Fashion, Ac., Ac. Ono large 12mo; ele­
gant cloth binding.

EXTRACT FROM TABLE OF CONTENTS:
Gentlemen’s Preface.
Ladies’ Preface.
Thoughts on Society.
Good Society. .
Bad Society.
The Dressing Room.
The Ladles'Toilet.
Dress.
Fashions.
Ladles’ Dress.
Accomplishments.
Feminine Accomplishments.
Manners and Habits.
Married Ladles.
Unmarried Ladles.
Unmarried Gentlemen.
Public Etiquette. , 
Calling Etiquette.
Cards.
Visiting Etiquette.
Dinners.

Dinner Parties. 
Little Dinners. 
Ladles at Dinner. 
Habits at Dinner. 
Carving, Ac.
Balls.
Dancing, 
Manners nt Supper. 
Morning Parties. 
Picnics.
Evening Parties.
Private Theatricals.
Receptions, Ac. 
Marriage. .
Engagements.
Thu’Uercmony. 
Invitations.
Dresses.
Bridesmaids. 
Presents.
Traveling Etiquette.

Together with a thousand other matters of such general in­
terest and attraction, tliat no person of any good taste whatever 
can bo otherwise than delighted with tho volume. It is made 
up of no dry, stupid rules thnt everyone knows, but Is sensible, 
good humored, entertaining and readable. Tho best and wit­
tiest book on “Manners” ever printed, aud which no ono should 
bo without. .

For sale at this office. Sent by mall, portage free^ on receipt 
of price, $1.50. Jan. 30.

SECOND EDITION
OF

a. Hi’iznrcmik voxajMia,
ENTITLED,

POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE!
BY MISS LIZZIE DOTEN.

THE quick exhaustion of tlie first edition of those beautiful 
Poems, and the raj>ld sale of the secund, shows how well 

they are appreciated by tlio public. The peculiarity and In- 
trhnilc merit of the Poems arc admired by all Intelligent and 
liberal minds. There had long been an earnest cull for the re* 
publication In book form of the Poems given by the spirit of 
Poo and others, which could not ba longer unheeded, hence 
their appearance in this splendid volume. Every Spiritualist 
in tho land should have a copy. 1 '

Table of Contents i ,
PA KT 1. . ‘

A Word to tho World (Prefa­
tory];

'I lie 1’raycr of the Sorrowing,
Tlio Hong of Truth, 
The Embarkation.
Kepler’s Vision, 
Love and Latin,

Tho Song of the North, 
The Burial of Webster, .
The Parting of Sigurd and

Gerda, •
The Meeting of Sigurd and 

Gerda.

PART II.
The Spirit-Child, [By “Jen­

nie.) •
The Revelation, 
Hope for tlie Sorrowing, 
Compensation. •
Tlie Engle of Freedom, 
Mistress Glcnare, [By Ma­

rian.) ,
Little Johnny, 
“ Birdie’s ” Kplrit-Song, 
My Spirit-Home, [A. W.

Sprague.) ’
1 Still Live, (A. W. Sprague,]

Life, CHhakspearo,]
Love, [Hhakspeare,] .
For A’ That, [Burns,]
Words O* Cheer, [Buras.] • 
Itesurrcxl, (Poo.]
The Prophecy or vain, (Foe,] 
The Kingdom, (Pee,]
The Cradle or Cotl.n* (Poe,]
The Streets of Baltimore, 

(Poe,]
The Mysteries of Godliness, 

A Lecture.
Farewell to Earth, (Poe,]

C^* BOOKSELLERS throughout the Loyal States and the 
British North American Provinces nro hereby notified that the 
Publishers arc ready to receive orders nt tho usual discount to 
the Trade.

Retail price of the frill gilt edition. 81,75; postage free. Re­
tail price of the edition In cloth, 81,25; postage, 16 cents.

Published by WILLIAM WHITE A Co., 158 Washington 
street, Boston. tf April 2.

IMPORTANT TO ISE FORMERS.

JUST PUBLISHED,

THE HYMNS OF PROGRESS:

BEING a Compilation, Original and Select, of Hymns, Songs, 
and Readings, designed to meet the progressive wants ot 

the ago In Church, Grove, Hall, Lyceum and School, .
RY LEVI K. COONLEY.

This very heat and most excellent- collection should be in 
every family whose feelings are the least Interested in the de- 
velopmvntot the times, It is without the music, but largely 
adapted to tunes in popular use. Where unusual music is re­
quired. reference Is given so that it can be obtained.

■ In the “Reasons for Dubllshlng this ahi to Melody,” tho 
author says; “ In traveling for the last seven years in various 
sections of our country, and attending Progressive Meetings, 
the want of more general singing to produce a oneness of feel­
ing has been very apparent. When offering, in Hitch places, 
tho works having the music attached, tho reply often comes r 
‘ Wo nro not acquainted with music; give us a book of Hymns 
and Songs without music, adapted to familiar tunes and well- 
known metres, of convenient size and comparatively low In 
price, and we should like it better.’ On the othqr hand, many 
uf the Leaders of Choirs say they prefer the words separate 
from the music, and in large-sized type; that they choose to 
select for themselves the music adapted to tho words to bo', 
used; tliat very frequently the words to bo sung, as tliey 
wish, arc In one part of the book and tho music In another, so' 
that two books became, necessary. This work Is.Issued to 
meet, In part, theso deficiencies.” .

Select Readings at the commencement and closing of meet­
ings Is a common practice, and gives a variety ot exercises 
that cannot well be dispensed with in the'present demands of 
society. .

When any of tho words have been taken from copyrighted 
works with music, tho author's name Is given, and reference 
made to where tho music or work containing it can bo ob­
tained, so as to give a wide-extended notice of such publka-

Nothing Is given In tho Hymns of Progress that can glvo 
offence to any true Reformer In whatever department ho or- 
she mny feci It a duty to In bur. Tho flrat uno hundred pages 
arc nearly all occupied with tile Hymns adapted to 7 lines in 
common uso throughout the country, and tlie rest of the work 
is classified as follows:

le Must be Bom Again—Being Hymns and flongs concerning 
the change from earth to spirit-life, hi various metres. .

Miscellany—Being selections adapted to a great variety of 
subjects and occasions Jn various metres. ..

Buds. Blossoms and Bruits—Designed for tho use of Lyceums* 
Schools and Festivities, in various metres.

Amps—Offerings of the Affections. .
Union Pearls—Sungs, patriotic and sympathetic, of our coun­

try and its defenden. .
Select Headings—For opening and closing mcctingSfOod for 

private or social gatherings.
£5?“ Wm. White A Co.. Publishers. 12 mo., 224 pages, large 

type; cloth bound in various colors. Price 15 cents, postage, 
12 cents. For sale wholesale mid retail at this office. Jc 25.

TXEE MISTOItY
OF THE

SUPERNATURAL
IN all Ages and Nations and In all Churches Christian and • •
HOW??!1 <”?mon8tr®^n8 a Universal Faith. By WILLIAM

“ There aro two courses of Nature—tho ordinary nnd tlic ex ’ 
trnordlnary.”—Sutler's Analogy. ^ •

“Thou const not call that madness of which thou art proved*
to know nothing.”—Tertullian. 7

CONTENTS OF VOLUME I.
An Apology for Faith in the Nineteenth Century; Spiritual­

ists before the American Development; Manifestations of tho 
Supernatural in Germany—continued; Manifestations of tho 
Supernatural In Germany—continued; The Supernatural in 
Switzerland and France; Tho Supernatural In the Bible; Tho 
Supernatural of the Apocrypha: The Supernatural of the New 
Testament; ThoSupernatural in tho Ancient Nations; Tlie 
Supernatural In Assyria, Chaldea and Persia: Tho Supernatu­
ral in Ancient Egypt; The Supernatural In Ancient India and 
China; The Supernatural lu Ancient Scandinavia; Tho Su­
pernatural in Ancient Greece; The Supernatural In Ancient 
Rome; The (same Faith continues In all these Nations to tlio 
Present Time; The Supernatural amongst the American In­
dians; The Supernatural amongst the Early Fathers; Super­
natural of the Neo-Piatonlsta; Tho Supernatural of the Ro­
man Catholic Church. .

. CONTENTS OF VOLUME IT.
Magic In Its Relation to tho Supernatural; The Supernatu­

ral hi the Greek nnd other Eastern Churches; Supernatural' 
Ism in tho Waldcnslan Church; The Supernatural amongst’ 
tho So-called Heretics and Mystics of the Middle Ages; Tho. 
Spiritualism of Luther and the Early Reformers; The Super­
natural and Hie Church of England; Present Materialized 
Condition of the Church of England and of .General Opinion; 
Tho Miracles in tho Churchyard In Paris in 1731 and Subse­
quently; Tho Supernatural and tho Church of England—con-. 
Untied: Spiritualism In North America: Spiritualism in Eng­
land; Opposition to New Facts; The Philadelphian Brethren; 
Spiritualism amongst tho Dissenters; George Fox and tlio 
Friends; Madame Guyon and Fencloii; The Propbets of the 
Cevenncs; The Wesleys. Whitefield, and Fletcher of Madeley; 
Bohme, Swedenborg, and Irving; The Moravian Brethren, or 
Unltas I rat rum; A Chapter, of Poets; Miscellaneous Mat 
tors; Conclusion. • . .

Two volumes. Price $3,00. For sale at this office. June 11.

IXJOTFAJJXJS
: : - ON THE . .

BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER WORLD;
WITH Narrative Illustration.. By KOBEHT DALE OWEN,'

formerly Member of Congress, and American Minister to. 
Naples. • • . . .

“ As it is tho peculiar method of tho Academy to Interpose no 
personal Judgment, but to admit tlioso opinions which appear 
most probable, to compare arguments, nnd to set forth all that 
may be reasonably stated in favor of each proposition, and so, 
without obtruding any authority of Its own, tu leave the judg­
ment of the hearers free and unprejudiced, we will retain this 
custom which has been handed down from Socrates; and this 
method, dear brother Quintus, If you please, we will adopt, as 
often us possible, In all our dialogues together.”— Cicero. ‘

/ CONTENTS, \ ‘
, , Preface.—List of Authors Cited. ‘ ■

BOOK!,—Preliminary. Statement of the Subject Cited;
Tho Impossible; The Miraculous; Tho Improbable.

' BOOK II.—Touciunu Certain Phases in Sleep. Sleep In 
General; Dreams.

BOOX HL—Disturbances Popularly Termed Hauntingii.’ 
General Character of tlie Phenomena; Narratives; Summing 

fcoOK IV.—Of Appearances Commonly Called Appari­
tions. Touching Hallucination; Apparitions of tho Living; 
Apparitions of tlie Dead. •

BOOK V.—Indications of Personal Interferences. Re­
tribution; Guardianship, ‘

; BOOK VI.—The Suggested Results. Tho Change at 
Death; Conclusion; Addenda to Tenth Thousand; Appendix: 
Index. !

Price $1,50, postage free. For sale at this office. * Juno 11.

' A BOOK FOR THE CENTURY 1
WOMAN AND HER ERA!

BY MRS. ELIZA W. FARNHAM. . ,
Two Volumes* ISmo.* nearly 800 pages.

THIS Remarkable and Powerful Work comprehends an 
exhaustive treatment ot tho Woman Question. The ar­

gument embraces the following divisions:
THE ORGANIC, THE RELIGIOUS,
THE ESTHETIC, THE HISTORIC.

Also, the testimony of Popular Sentiment and Common Ob­
servation ; with a clear Analysis of Woman's Nature and Ex­
periences; Her Affcctional Qualities, Intellectual Methods, 
Artistic Powers, Capabilities in Evil. Woman hi tho Kingdom 
of Uses, Maternity, Spiritual Development, Tho Ideal Wo­
man, Era of tho Feminine, Ac., Ac., Ac. ‘

The following are specimens of the notices already extended 
this work by the press: -

“A remarkable, original, powerful work.”— Buffalo Courier.
“ One of the most remarkable productions of tho age.”—W.

K Bispatch. .
“One of tho most valuable books of the century.”—Baily 

News. • - ■
“A book which Is likely to attract no littlo attention.’*~r

Bcening Post. ,
“ Unlike any of the works on Woman that has preceded 

it, broader, deeper and moro comprehensive.”—Aw covenant.
“A very thoughtful and suggestive work.”—J?/us. Bews. .
“ It has profoundly Impressed us, both' In regard to the gran­

deur of its object, and the ability of its author.”—liberator.
“Mrs. Farnham writes perspicuously and Invitingly.”--.

Chicago Journal. .
J3f“ Price, plain muslin, $3,00; extra gilt, $4,00. For sale 

at nils ofllco. Jnno 4. ■ -

"THE UNWEE00ME CHIlDj

OR, the Crime of Undesired and Undesigned Maternity
Considered, and its Laws under Legitimate Control.”

Send a red stamp for Circular to DR. D. D. LEFOE 
Puiriulclplila, Pa, ' July 30.

theillsca.se


6 BANISTER OF LIGHT. AUGUST 20, 1864.

Bach Message In this Department of tho Ban- 
NEK wo claim was' spoken by the Spirit whoso 
namo it bears, through the instrumentality of

' lira. J. II. Conant,
wliilo In nn abnormal condition culled the trance. 
Tho Messages with no names attached, were given, 
ns per dates, by tho Spirit-guides of tho circle—nil 
reported verbatim.

These Messages indicate thnt spirits enrry with 
thorn tho characteristics of their earth-life to that 

. beyond—whether for good or evil. But thoso wlio 
leave tho earth-sphero in nn undeveloped state, 
eventually progress into a higher condition.

Wo ask the reader to receive no doctrine put 
forth by Spirits in these columns tliat does not 
comport wfth his or her reason. All express as 
much of truth ns they perceive—no more.

Vncatlou for our Free Circles.
Our friends and tho public will bear in mind 

that our free circles aro closed until thelst of Sep­
tember, when tliey will again bo reopened.

MESSAGES TO BE PUBLISHED.
Tuesday, June 28. — Invocation; Questions and Answers; 

Eliza Lacey, killed nt tho destruction of the Arsenal at Wash 
ington, I). C„ to her mother; Charlie Wilkins, to his relatives 
in Jersey City, X. J. J Jonathan Withers, of Portsmouth, Eng.; 
Edward Mason, to his father, Giles Mason, of New Orleans, 
La.: G. Lewis Barclay, to relatives in Wilmington, Del.

Thursday, June 36.—Invocation: Questions and Answers; 
Nary Gregg, to her son, Dr. Daniel Gregg, at present In Rich­
mond; Win. Detacey, to his wife, near Atlanta, Ga.; Victoria, 
a slave, to Massa George Burgess, of Orville, La.; Andrew 
Colo Perry, to his brother, Joe, unit his parents.

Tuesday. July 5.—Invocation; Answer to Thought Question; 
Col. Fourko, uf Virginia, to his family, and Col. Win. Wright; 
John D. Hanney, to Capt. Martin, of the 3d Mass. Battery; 
Francis Staecy, to his mother, Mrs. Sarah C. Staecy, at Wick- 
Bett, Va.; Clarissa OWney. of Montgomery, Ala., to friends hi 
WililamsLurg. N. V.

Thursday, July 9.—Invocation; Questions nnd Answers; 
Hiram Allies, to relatives In Missouri, and Springfield, Mass.; 
Rachel Hill, to Capt. Alfred Todd, of the 7th Virginia Regulars; 
John Downey, to his brother, Timothy Downey, near New Or­
leans; Hattie Fuller, to her parent/, in Cambridge, Mass.

Monday, July 11.—Invocation; Answers to Secret Ques­
tions by a Minister; The Coal Oil Question; Is Allah n Hindoo 
God? Hiram Davis, to his family In Portsmouth, ILL; Win. . 
8. Reid, to his family In Gulley's Ford, Vn.; James L. Bowen, ■ 
Providence, R. L, to his mother, now In New Orleans. *

Tuesday, July IL —Invocation; Questions and Answers; 
Wm. Roland, of Norfolk, Vn., to his father; Capt. J. T. Cooke, 
of the ship Tallyrand, to Ids wife, in Liverpool, Eng ; Geo. W. 
Slmppdl, to lih mother and sister, in Morristown, Pa.; Jennie 
Ross, to her mother, and J oseph In the Anny.

Thursday. July U.—Invocation; Questions and Answers; 
Richard 8. Andrews, to Juke Porter. Charlie Allen and Philan­
der Ulee; Theodore Ellis, Jr., to Ids mother, in Bridgeport, 
Conn.; Edward WUson, to lib father, Gen. Wilson, of the Con­
federate Senko. .

Invocation.
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what 

they do.” Oh God, this simple prayer we' utter iu 
behalf of the; two great armies contending upon 
this American Continent. Surely, surely they 
know'not what they do, know not for what they 
are contending.. They seo,not the golden era that 
is to bo ushered in when war is no more with 
them. They know not of .the fair child who is 
struggling in the womb of this civil war for dellv- 

. crance. Oh, Mighty Itulcr of Nations, in oiir igno­
rance wo would ask thnt wo might bear these two 
great armies beyond their ignorance to wisdom. 
We would ask that they might. know for what 
they aro contending, might be led into a' knowl­
edge of truth, that they may no moro answer 
blindly when questioned concerning that for Which 
tliey nro fighting. Oh, thou parent of our souls, 
wo can but adofe theo, notwithstanding the wild 
tumult thnt is raging, notwithstanding tho dark­
ness that floods millions of souls, notwithstanding 
tho hard experiences tlirough which human life is 
called to pass, notwithstanding all that which 
men call evil. We praise thee, wo adore theo, wo

Juue 23.will lovo theo forever.

• ■ Questions and Answers.
Spirit.—We nro now ready to consider nny 

propositions tho friends may oiler.
Ques.—Please tell us why Christ said of Judas,

11 It had-been better for that man if ho-hnd not 
boon born.”
' Ans.—Christ, or that Indwelling spirit of Trutli 
by which he was at all times controlled, perceived 
not only tho present, but tho future and tho past. 
Ho knew that the course Judas was taking would 
bring sorrow upon him. Ho knew that ho would 
judge himself righteously when he should bo called 
before tho tribunal of his own better nature, and 
ho knew that tho God within him would pass se­
vere censuro'.upon him, and for many long years 
ho would be called upon to pass through great 
sorrow anil unhappiness. Jesus well knew that 
remorse, very keen remorse, would follow the 
course Jndnswos taking. He know that sooner 
or later ho would wake up to Ids true condition, 
and realize the wrong ho had committed. “It 
.wore bettor for that man,” said Josns, when speak­
ing of him, “ if ho had not been born.” And so 
doubtless it would havo been, when we look upon 

- the external, look upon the circumstantial, life of
tho man Judas. Josus was very sympathetic. 
His whole soul was filled’ with lovo and sympa-. 
thy, aud ho always looked upon tho sorrowing 
with tender eyes. “ Oh, it were better for him,” 
said Jesus, “ if ho had not' been born.”. Ho was 
then, doubtless, considering the sorrow that Judas 
would - bo compelled, to pass through, in conso-. 
quonce of his choosing the wrong, instead of tho 
right path to walk in.

Q.—Why did ho say, “ Ho that bclievMh on mo 
shall be saved; he that believeth not on mo shall 
be,damned”?. ■.-...■ - A

, A.—And again he says, “ He shall bo damned if 
he do believe”—at least so that portion of the an­
cient record which was‘rejected by Constantine 
informs*us. “Ho that believeth on mo shall bo 
ijaved; he that believeth not on roe shall be

. damned.” When questioned concerning tliis 
speech, we are told by the ancient record that ho ' 
added that “ho who docs believe shall be damned.” 
What aro wo to understand by this? Simply 
that every soul must pass through a certain 
amount of human experience, or, in other words, 
a certain amount of inharmonious life, that they 
may bo fitted for use, may become bright and 
shining lights in the mental world.

Q.—He also says, “ Thero is a way that secmeth 
right to a man, but tho end thereof is the way to 
death.” . .

' A.—How many of you in your earthly experi­
ence ofttimes choose that which at the time seems 
to bo right, yet find it ends in sorrow? It is be­
causo you aro limited in yonr judgment? ’T is 
becauso you cannot seo in tlie future what tho re­
sult of your acts will be. No one knows aught 
concerning tho right while they dwell in mortali­
ty. Wo caqnot believe that any one living on the 
earth knows enough of right to guide them through 
this world to the spirit-land, and through tho un­
ending cycles of eternity; There never was a 
living distinct individuality that sometime or

' other did not commit a mistake. If you made 
none, you would hardly appreciate the harmony 
of tho spheres. Night is as essential as the day. 
That which you call evil is as essential to man’s 
future happiness as good.

Q.—Tho way to death—how do you explain 
that? and what is death?
; A—What do you call tho death spoken of? 
Wo call it simply, a condition of inharmonious 
life, by no means that condition that refers to the 
dissolution of the body. There is really no death, 
for there is no ropm for it Life is everywhere, 
and if it is, there can bo no death. It is only a 
term used by mortality to denote dissolution. ’

Q.—Aro tho facilities for gaining knowledge in 
tho spirit-world greater than here?

A.—They nre superior, for InuniiK'li ns you cant 
oft' tho tram inch tliat bind you In earth-life, you 
nro more free to iuvcHtlgiito life in all Ito depart* 
menta In tho apirlt-lnnd. There poverty la not a 
misfortune, tis hero, over whleh the individual has 
no control. Iio limy desire earnently to acquire 
knowledge while in earth-life, but poverty debars 
liim from doing ho oftentimes. But in tho spirlt- 
land tliero 1h no poverty. It does not depend upon 
how much gold and Oliver you have, but upon 
your anxiety, upon your denirc to know. What­
ever you earneHtly desire to become possessed of 
in the spirit-land, that you will surely obtain. '

Q.—Are wo ns liable to mako mistakes in the 
spirit-world ns here concerning tho duties of life?

A.—Yes, quite as liable. It should bo remem­
bered that we aro flnite still, and cannot compre­
hend tho many mysteries of tho Infinite Father.

Q.—Aro not all clairvoyant in spirit-lifo?
A.—All are clairvoyant in the spirit-land. Tho 

spirit is always clairvoyant, but there are many 
degrees of clairvoyance.

(J.—Does not clairvoyance enable us to judge 
more correctly of our relations to each other and 
to the principles of life?

A.—Most certainly it does. It is tho great car 
in which mind rides throughout the universe.

S.—We are requested by ono in ofllco at tho 
Capital of your nation to answer tho following 
questions: Does modern Spiritualism givo us any 
positive demonstration concerning life after death? 
—and, if so, what aro those demonstrations?

Tho questions have boon answered many times, 
and it would seem to a superficial observer,to be 
hardly worth while for us to auswer them again. 
But wo havo a puqiose in view for so doing. Our 
answer, in brief, is, Modern Spiritualism gives you 
all tho demonstrations concerning life after death 
that you aro ready to receive. Tliese demonstra­
tions aro everywhere apparent. Sometimes, they 
appear to tho mind; sometimes they come through 
tho circumstances attending everyday life;, some­
times in tho quiot still voice that speaks to tho 
soul when you shut yourself in from tho wild tu­
mult of material life, and earnestly desiro to com- 
intiiie with your God and tho angels. Then mod­
ern Spiritualism will give you a demonstration 
that your soul will-respond to if your external 
senses fail to recognize it. If that friend desires 
to question further, wo shall bo very glad to an-
swer him. Juuo23.

Rebecca Thaxter.
Many things havo changed sinco I was hero in 

tlie body. I am liko Noah’s dove: I find no place 
that is familiar to me. Though I have been gone 
sinco 1780, yet I have kept my relation with tho 
earth unbroken. ■
' You are a strange people, a strange people. I 
look upon you ns I oan, and ns many of us can, 
and wo can but draw a great lino of demarcation 
between you and ourselves, between what you 
aro doing now and what wo did in my day. Why, 
when iny country was in war and I was here, do 
you suppose that wo lived as extravagantly as 
you do to-day? Why, I should have expected the 
vengeance of God Almighty to fall upon us. The 
women, as well ns the men, were alike patriotic; 
not tho patriotism that you folks havo to-day. 
You have tho kind that do n’t amount to much, I 
tliink, else you would ji’t bo so indifferent to what 
is going on about you ns you nre. Why, the wo­
men of my dny would kneel down four or five 
times n day, and pray to God that our General 
might bo sustained, that light might bo given him 
that in the end ho might bring us out ti free peo- 
plo. Why, 1 actually took niy gowns aud my pet­
ticoats oft' myself, and gave them for gun-wad­
ding to the soldiers of my time. I see it dono at 
the South, becauso war is right there, as it was 
witli mo when hero. But do you think thnt you 
of the North would do it? No, not one of-you.

1 lived not fhr from King street, in whnt wns 
culled Pudding Lano. I don’t know whnt you 
cull it now. I hnd two boys under General Wash­
ington, and one of them did n't wont to go to war. 
I told him if ho did n’t go my roof would n't af­
ford him shelter a night longer, if lie couldn’t 
fight for the salvation of his country, Ono of my 
sous was slightly wounded, and' tho other was 
killed. I was n’t sorry for it then, nnd I aint to 
this day. I'm only sorry I could n’t do moro, so 
you need n’t have been plunged where you are to­
day. ' . . .

Tlioy called ino when boro Rebecca Tlinxter. I 
was sixty-eight years old when I died. I nm 
sometimes attracted to Boston, and so strongly 
that I often wish that I was living hero agiiin. I 
have learned to talk through your mediums, and 
in some respects my influence is a very strong 
one. But I find it very hard to exert it over thoso 
persons who havo no real patriotism flowing in 
their veins, for they caro very llttlo about the 
country, caro very little about anything Beside 
their own comfort and pleasure.

I ’ni ashamed of you, every ono of you. I am 
ashamed of you; ashamed to think you are In­
heriting rights that my children fought for, when 
you ought to bo up and doing; ought to bo doing 
all you c&n to save your country from ruin, in­
stead of running here and there to places of 
amusement. Oh, you ought to bo ashamed, and 
you will be when your day of Judgment comes, 
and it's coming for you at tho North pretty quick. 
Good-by, sir. Juno 23.

- ’ Ben. Cooley, Jr.
■ I ’m Ben. Cooley, sir, of the Pennsylvania Ro- 
serves. I'm from Williamstown; Pennsylvania. 
I reckon that old lady’s denunciation do n’t apply 
to me. If the coat fits any ono of you here, why 
put it on and wear it ’ ' “

■ Well, tbo world wags on, do n’t It? [It seems 
to.] -And Richmond aint taken I Tho amount of 
it is, stranger, thero's too much being mado out 
of this war—money. Just so long as they can 
speculate and grow rich, just so long your war 
will last. Now if you ’ll all turn round and shoot 
that class who aro making money out of Govern­
ment, you ’ll get into Richmond a great deal soon­
er, and find yourself at peace.

Why, yon ’vo got mon right among you, captain, 
that would sell thoir country for fifty dollars. 
Y’ou 'vo got men sailing tho old Ship of State, who 
have got about as much reverenco for tlio Federal 
flag as Semmes has, who sails tho Alabama. I 
know it's so. I did n't light to defend them. I 
fought for tho Union and tho Constitution; that’s 
wliat I fought for, and I used to pray some power 
might cuf tlieir wind short. But somehow or 
other.tlio devil within them don’t seem to get 
killed out. I reckon bo's fire-proof. I don’t 
know, sir, as somo of thorn ere fellows would get 
hurt if they were placed in the front ranks; and 
I tliink if I was Commander-In-Chief, I’d put 
them tliero, then if tho devil could defend them 
when I put ’em there, ho might do it, otherwise 
they would stand a poor chance.

Well, stranger, I’ve got folks in Williamstown 
that I should be gladio communicate with in this 
way. That I’m dead, my folks know; well, dead 
in tho sense they understand it, but tlioy do n’t 
know anything about my coming back—aro not 
posted there, stranger. .
I’vo got a mother, two brothers, and a sister

thnt I should like to win over to some kind of de­
cent faitli, if I could. I want my folks to know 
thnt 1 *in ready to open correspondence with them 
privately.

Well, I lived on tho earth thirty-three—most 
thirty-four years. Ben. Cooley wns my name— 
Ben. Cooley, Junior. I by occupation was a man­
ufacturer of whiskey. Liko the article ? [Some­
times.] Well, I manufactured as good nn articlo 
of tho kind ns you *d wish to taste, not excepting 
old Bourbon. All you’d have to do was to givo 
it time to grow old, and then it would be ns fine 
ns any of it, anyway, if I was in the business. 
I believe my folks have disposed of all I had on 
hand. I mado a very good article, ami when I 
sold it I could aflbrd today back for awhile.

Now I suppose thero are these'kinds of folks 
that we can speak through in Pennsylvania; and 
I *d liko to have some one, or all of my folks find 
one I can come to nnd talk through nearer homo. 
If they ’ll do this I ’ll come and do tho best I can 
toward giving them some kind of light about this 
thing. How’ll that do, stranger? [Very well wo 
should say.]

They told me it was easier running the ropes 
after we’d been hero. I don’t find any trouble 
coming here, only I do n’t liko being so far away 
from iny folks; feel as though I’d much rather 
talk to them than you. Beg your pardon, stran­
ger, though. I shall have to got trusted, for I’m 
broke just now. [You can pay sometime.] I’ll 
promise to pay, but whether I shall keep my 
promise I can’t say. I do n’t know what they ’vo 
got for currency in the spirit-world. Maybe it’s 
worse sort of scrip than you havo on this side, but 
from all I can hear I reckon It’s bettor. I havo 
not got any yet, becauso I have n’t worked to get 
it. You ’ve got to work to get all you havo thero. 
So yhen I get a good situation, stranger, if I do 
get it, I’ll come round aiid pay you. [Thank
you-] July 23.

Eleanor Jarvis,
I am away from all; who know me, but I hope 

to meet them by coming hero; those who do know 
me. I have been in the spirit-world little over 
seventeen months. I havo tried always to como, 
but noyorcould till ndw. I suppose this place is 
a long way from Missouri. [Yes.] :

My parents moved'from New Hampshire in 
1834, some years before I was born, ten—somo- 
wliero.’s about ton years before I was born. They 
first went to Oakville, Michigan, and Inter they 
moved to Missouri. ' ‘ . ‘

My father. is living—an old man.. My mother 
went some years since to tho spirit-world. I have 
three brothers in the army. Ono is a Colonel— 
Colonel Joseph Jarvis. He, of all others, I wish 
Iconldtnlk to. I’vo so much to say to him. I 
want to tell him I was gone when his last letter 
reached our folks. I was gone, but I knew what 
he wrote, and if I had lived I should have done as 
ho desired, which wns to nssist his wife in taking 
enreof the children; mid in case anything hap­
pened to hor—sho wns sick—in case nnything 
linppened to her, thnt I should take chnrgc of the 
family until his return. Sho's alive, or on tlio 
earth, ami I ’in not. .

I should bo so glad to talk to my folks about 
this new country. It’s so wonderful, mid so dif­
ferent from whnt we thought it wns; 1 should 
have to tnlk many times to make them under­
stand nnything nbout it. *

I wish you’d sny thnt this letter is from Elennor 
Jarvis, to her brother Joseph, If I knew more 
nbout this I would stay longer nnd tnlk more 
nbout it. [What town do your relatives reside in 
in Missouri ?] Clarksville, sir. Good-day.

June 23. -----
Charles Williams.

Charles Williams, sir. 10th New Hampshire. 
I 'in' from Concord. [This State ?] No, air: New 
Hampshire, or now I linil from a city without a 
name; so can’t give you any namo for tlio place I 
come from now. But I'm speaking of my body, 
I was a carriage maker by trade; Worked on 
nbout ns many Concord wagons as tho next ono. 
Did you over ride in ono ? [Who did you work 
for ?] Downing, sometimes. [Did you ovor work 
for Abbott?] No, never worked for him. Tliis 
turning into a lady rather confuses mo. I'm con­
scious 1 'm myself, but tho clothes aro little differ­
ent from wliat I 'in used to wearing.
I’vo a brother in tho navy, and if thoro’s any 

possible way for nio to get a chance to say a word 
or two to him, I'd liko to. When last I hoard 
from him he was bn tlio gunboat Wyandotte. I 
lost track of him now, but he ’h ou tho earth somo- 
wlieres, nnd I wish ho'd let mo como to liliu if ho 
gets my letter, and if Iio will, I’ll tell him some­
thing I’vo learned sinco I came to tho spirit­
world—something tliat we could n't understand 
when I was hero on tho earth. But I 'vo learned 
from tho old gentleman how matters wcro, and 
where somo things wore wo could n't Umi.

The battle of Gettysburg was pretty tough. I 
don’t suppose you wns thoro? [No.] It wns 
pretty tough. I suppose thero. wns n good many 
that como out with whole heads, but a good many 
that was left there sure. I laid a long timo on tlio 
field, and tho last few hours I suffered a good 
deni; the first few I did n’t, but the last I did. I 
kind of take it on now, so I won’t stay any longer 
tlmi.r I can. stay to some purpose. Tell tlio folks 
I’m happy,-well, and “a soldier iu tlio army of 
.the Lord. Juno 23.

Annie Ellenwood.
Oh, soy that Annie Ellenwood, of Hamilton, 

Lower Canada, comes pleading for a privilege to 
go home. . . ' ■
- I believed in theso .things when here, and told 
my friends .1 should return. Yesterday niy body 
was buried. My friends will look for this, becauso 
I said they should have it; ' Juue 23.

• ' Invocation.
. Spirit of Divlnost Love, Maker of these count­
less rolling worlds, each one of which seetnil 
like a wondrous lyre through which tho soul 
chants its songs of Joy. or requiems of despair, 
forever would our souls worship thee. We in 
childlike confidence and love, forever would look 
out toward thee, asking for that strength wliich 
thou alone canst bestow upon thy children. 
Though wo can givo theo no dwelling-place, 
though we call thee by no name, though thou 
mayest havo no. form, yet thou art a Principle en­
shrined in tho universe, to which tho soul by vir­
tue of its own inherent power of adoration ovor 
pays its vows. Oh, thou Spirit of tho Past, Pres­
ent, and Eternal Future, we bear toward thee all 
tho aspirations of these thy children, their fears, 
all tho Borrows with which they aro oppressed, 
all tho joys with which they are buoyed up on 
tho sea of Life. Though wo may not grasp thee, 
yet we can come toward theo with theso offerings. 
We can reverently Tay them upon the altar of 
Life, and confidently ask thy blessing upon them. 
Oli, may we not call theo our Father, may wo not 
address thee by that endearing title with which 
we havo been accustomed to call thee ? Though 
darkness surround us, and temptation bo behind 
and before us, still may wo. not rest secure in thy 
love ? and thy lovo embraces all lifo. There is 
no place whore thy love hast not settled. Thero 
never was a time when thou didst not exist, and 
there never will bo a time when tliou wilt cease 
to exist. As wo feel our souls aro a part of theo, 
having beon thrown oft' from thy Divine Life, 
we know wo shall always exist, ami can but 
look forward through eternity for still higher 
and grander unfoldinents; look on, on through 
the universe, ever aspiring toward thee, over rest­
ing secure in thy arms of love. Though war and 
discord and mental darkness overshadow us, yet 
wo know thou art witli us still, thy presence is 
felt by tlie soul, realized and acknowledged by it, 
which is ever holding silent communion with 
thee. Oli, thou God of the Universe, unto theo 
now, as in all tho past, aud in all the future, wo 
render deathless praises. June 27.

Questions and. Answers.
Spirit.—We are now ready to consider what­

ever propositions tho friends may doom proper to 
offer.

. Ques.—Please explain tho words of Josus: 
“ What shall it profit a man if ho gain tho whole 
world and lose his own soul?”

Anh.—We cannot believe thnt Jenns Intended to 
convey this Men thnt mini ever could lose his soul, 
for that w<i know Is contrary to universal law— 
thnt Inw which recognizes the linmortiillty of tho 
soul. If soul bo Immortal then It cnn never bo 
lost. Wc believe he intended to convey this Men: 
thnt they would gnin nothing by striving to intiko 
themselves rich in tho things of this world, but 
would lose much instead of gaining happiness or 
heaven, which all seek for hut full to obtain. It 
would draw around the soul such conditions ns 
would render it imprisoned, for a time at least. 
Now it Is a well-known fiiet, by those conversant 
with spirit-life, or lifo nfter denth, thnt thoso per­
sons who nre blessed—or cursed we should say— 
with great riches here, aro always in hell in the 
spirit-land. Whnt we menu by tills is, they nro 
unhnppy In spirit-life. When Jesus snid, “It is 
easier for n camel to go through the eye of n nee­
dle thnn for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven,” he never spoke a greater trutli; for wo 
never saw a rich man in heaven; never saw ono 
wlio wns truly linppy and at peace with him­
self.

Q.—What is meant by the words, “Mako to 
yourselves friends of the Mammon of unright­
eousness, that, when yon fail on eartli they 
may receive you into tlieir everlasting habita­
tions?"

A.—Wo believe the passage is entirely allegori­
cal nnd has no reference at all to things of this 
world.

Q.—If you never saw a rich man in heaven, 
where are tlioy?

A.—Can you tell us what lioaven is? '
Qk.—Yes, I think I can; a very happy place, all 

harmony and peace. •
A.—Is it not a condition of mind rather than n 

locality? Did you ever see one that was over­
burdened with riches here, who was in harmony 
with liiinself and the world? Heaven means har­
mony.

Q.—Will not nil roach that state sometime?
A.—Most certainly; wo beliovo that is the des­

tiny of all. We cannot believe that any soul is 
condemned to eternal destruction, for infinite lovo 
is everywhere.

Q.—Is it true that Jesus walked on tho lake of 
Gennesaret? • ,

A.—Wo beliovo that it is. •
Q.—Is it true that Peter in walking began to 

sink, also?
A.—We believe that it is.
Q.—Please explain the law that governed in 

that case, or how tho law of gravitation was sus­
pended? ■ ' .

A.—You aro well awnro that the spirit has the 
power, or you should be aware .that spirit has tho 
power, under certain circumstances, to suspend 
tho law of gravitation with regard to material 
things. Now this law was suspended with refer­
ence to .tlie body of J esus. With Peter it was not 
suspended. Therefore in active; lifo tho law of 
gravitationgenerallygovernsallthings. Itisawell 
demonstrated fact, that by spirit-power articles 
aro held suspended in the atmosphere. Now this 
is positive proof to yon, that the law of gravitation 
is for the time being suspended, else theso pon­
derable bodies would gravitate toward a common 
centre on tlio earth.

Q.—Jesus says, “ If yo hail faith, yo might do 
greater works. What did ho mean by that? •

A.—Faith, to Jesus, meant something more than 
blind belief. It meant knowledge. Faith with­
out works, Jesus once said, is useless, or it is like 
a body having no soul. That blind faith of which 
so many talk at tho present day, is of little use. 
You havo faith, you of the Christian world, of a 
Jesus of Nazareth. You have never seen this 
Jesus, and liavo no knowledge of him, only that 
which is imparted to you. through imperfect rec­
ords of his time. But there are somo persons in 
Christendom whoso faith lias a living soul in it. 
If they havo faith in a Jesus, it is not becauso ex­
ternal education hits forced them into it, but is 
engendered by intuition, a»d intuition "becomes 
active; and so their faith has a living soul in it.

Q—Has thero ever beon any other law suspend­
ed beside the law of gravitation, by means of which 
writings have been convoyed into rooms by be­
ing passed through some other object?

A—No gross material object can bo passed 
through any other gross material object without 
separating the particles of that object, oAho ma­
terials of which it is composed. The law that pro­
tects one protects the other. Spirit-power may 
suspend this table in tlie atmosphere lor a certain 
time, but it would be a philosophical impossibil­
ity for me to pass tliis article of furniture through 
tlie side of your room without making an Opening. 
Law protects every object coming within its range. 
So wo cannot beliovo that any one poifderable ob­
ject can be passed through another ponderable 
object.

Q.—Please explain tho law by whicli Jesus sus­
pended tho law of gravitation in regard to hisowli 
body? .

A.—It would bo impossible to demonstrate it to 
your human senses. There aro no means by Which 
wc can do this. Wo know that it is so, Woknow 
that it is done, yet cannot demonstrate it to your 
human senses.

Q.—Is it true that Elijah was fed in tho wilder­
ness by ravens? ■ '

A.—Wo <lo liot know, but wo beliovo it was so. 
We havo no positive knowledge of tho matter our­
selves, but have been told so. . Doubtless it was 
so. ' ■ ' ‘

Q.—Is the animal creation subject to impres­
sions of spirit? , * . ‘ .

A,—Certainly. ■ , ,
Q.—Is there such a being called the devil? ' 
A.—Do you refer to a personal devil? If you 

do, wo shall answer certainly not.
Qr.—A spirit nt the last circle spoke of a devil. 

I can’t tell just how it was. - ■ .
A.—You have boon so long accustomed to tho 

term devil, that to use it becomes exceedinjgly nat­
ural to all. Y’ou have been taught from your ear­
liest Infancy to beliovo iu tho existence of a per­
sonal devil. .

Qr.—Yes: taught that ho goes abontliko a roar­
ing lion seeking whom ho may devour. . 1

A—It is high time that-theso ideas not founded 
upon truth, should fade away. If God lives in all 
liis creations, then ho mtist bo every where. If ho 
fills the whole Universe thero is no room for tho 
devil. : ■ ' ,

Q,—Did. those ideas of a personal God and Dev­
il havo their origin in astronomy, or tho early ages 
of astronomy? ...... • ■'■.'•

Ar-Yes; we believe they originated with the 
’Persians. . . ■ , . . .

Q.—And were with them merely descriptions 
of certain conjunctions of the planets? ' ■

A—Yes; and you wise, intelligent Christians 
are picking up the crumbs that fell from their re­
ligious table. . .

Q.—Is n’t the term “ devil ” often u?ed by spirits 
from necessity? • A / .

A.—Yes; it is absolutely necessary to mako uso 
of the term, when holding communion with you 
mortals. •

Q.—Is not a similar phrase expressed when they 
say “in hell”?- '

A.—Yes; unhappiness is hell. Hell exists in tho 
bosom of tho suftbrer, and nowhere else. The 
mother is in liell when slio parts with her dear be­
loved child. When sho stands gazing at tho in­
animate form of her darling child, sho is not in 
harmony, is not at peace with herself and the 
world, therefore must bo in hell. This is all tho 
hell wo know of.

Q.—Was Persia inhabited before Egypt?
A.—We believe it was.
Q.—How long a time would yon state that these 

religious notions were in existence before the com­
ing of Christ?

A.—Something liko nine thousand years. Now 
that, you will see, clashes very hard with your six 
thousand years period. If you could examine tho 
ancient records you would find that tlio same 
ideas embodied in tho Cliristian records, aro to­
day embodied in theirs. Now the Christian, if 
told ho was patterning after tlio Chinese, would 
scorn at it. Verily it is so.

Q.—How far back do Chineso records extend?
A.—They claim to bo tlio oldest records extant; 

but wo nro not sure they are tho oldest. Wo aro 
inclined to beliovo Unit tlio Persians claim as great 
antiquity as they do. June 27.

Colonel Richard. Todd.
I understand you entertain and deal honorably 

with ail wlio como to you? [Wo endeavor to.] I 
havo been striving to make my way hero since I 
passed from my own temple of human life, at 
Fredericksburg. I assure you, I feel very strange 
in coming here. l am not at all acquainted with 
the uso of tlio control of theso bodies; thought I 
know how to handle my own, but it’s quito an­
other thing to handlo this ono.

I am, or was, from Enterprise, Kentucky. I was

in the 2<1 Kentucky Cnvnlry. I fought, against 
you. 1 preimmc, were I here In the body, 1 hIioiiM 
ilii so again. Now if you are going to refuse do­
ing for nm whnt you <fo for others, you cnn any so, 
and I will leave. [Wo ahull do the eiimo by you ns 
wo do by nil others.] .....

1 liavo friends in tlie North, I liavo friends in 
tlio West, I have many frlemh South. I belitivo 
till nro ignorntit of the fnct thnt I cnn speak, and 
can return. I nm anxious to inform them that 
I can—anxious to inform them thnt I find myself 
the Home in my feelings ns when here.

1 wIhIi to Inform my friends nt the North, who 
nro fighting In tlio Federal ranks, thnt 1 hnvo no 
more sympathy with tliem now than I did before 
death. Could I bo invested with my body again 
to-dny, I should pursue exactly tho snino course 
as I did when here. ‘

I was once told by ono of my friends, or rela­
tives I should say, wlio wns slightly iinprcgnnfed 
with abolitionist Mens, that I should seo differ­
ently after death. I have failed to; should bo 
very glad to, if his way is right. But as yet I 
havo failed to see that 1 was wrong.

I have brothers in the Confederate service that 
I should bo very glad to commune with. I would 
like to have them furnish a means and I will try 
to mako uso of it. I am very anxious to make 
Jiersoiinl communicntioiis to my friends who aro 
lying at the South. So, if they will givo mo an 

opportunity, I should bo very glad to speak with 
any or all of them. I beliovo you exact, or it is 
necessary, that we give name and age. [Yes, and 
direct your message to Homo one.] Then I will 
direct to Thomas Todd of Kentucky. My own 
namo was Colonel Richard Todd, and I was 
thirty-eight years of age. Before I entered tlio 
Confederate service I was a lawyer by profession; 
thought I could do more good by enteriiig tlie ar- 

•my than by remaining quiot at homo. I am not 
sorry, and I would nor. have my friends mourn for 
nio at nil hero. I would do tho same again and 
havo no regrets. Good-day. Juno 27.

Cyrus Phillips.
I died in camp at Cairo. [Speak louder.] Can't 

do it. I did n’t speak lond for seven weeks before 
I died; you limy ask surgeon Hodgman if I didi 
I lost my voice I suppose by inflammation of tho 
lungs in tho first place. ,

Stranger, I ’vo got a mother in Huntsville, Mis­
souri; 1’d like to send some word to; good woman 
as ever was made. I was all tho son she hod. 
Slip’s mourning over my death because sho thinks 
I’m lost; 'tisntso. I’m not so well off as I. wish 
I was, but I'm about as well oft' ns I deserve, I 
reckon. Now, won’t you say that Cyrus Phillips 
reported himself here, nnd would bo very happy 
to report himself nearer home. Say 1 have met 
my father in tho spirit-world, Joseph Phillips, 
and a sister that died in infancy. And I've met 
a good many others, too; among the rest my un­
cle Nat, my mother’s brother, who died crazy. 
But ho is not crazy_there, and ho says, “Tell Sallie 
—that’s my mother—that I never destroyed thoso 
papers ns they thought I did, and sometime when 
1 cnn talk myself, I *11 tell where they are.”

1 was a private in the (ith- Missouri, Company 
G, and I was n’t quite twenty years old. They 
say, stranger, I Tl talk better next time. Now, tell 
my mother I’m as happy ns I ought to be. I'm 
sorry for a good many things I did, nnd a good 
many things I did n’t. do: so I aint exactly in 
heaven you see. [You ’ll soon work, yourself 
there.] Oh, yes, sir; I ’in al! right oil the road. 
Get tho order to inarch,' then go ahead. Farewell.

Juno 27. '

Louisa Griffin.
I’m Louisa Griffin. My mother would like to 

liavo me como here. Sho lives in New York. 
[City?) ■ Yes, sir. My father *s in the nrmy.

I left licr in March last. I was sick fourteen 
days; died on the 15th. I asked niy mother to 
givo mo a drink—last thing I asked for. My 
mother is poor, very poor. My father drank before 
he went away, and she has only small aid from 
tho State now; nothing else; and sho's sick, and 
sho's asked mo to come, so I liavo come.

Can I send some word to my father? I want 
him to bo sober and send as much money to my 
mother as ho can; and if he lives to get home from 
fighting, I want him to be better to niy mother 
than he was before ho wont away. My brother 
Eddie is in the spirit-land. Ho’s been there a 
long time, and ho wants my father to dodift'erent. 
And iny father’s. mother is thero too, and says, 
“ Tell Andrew if he do n't mend his ways ho 'll bo 
very sorry when ho comes to tho spirit-laud.” 

. That's my grandmother.
I was nine years old. If I'd stopped until May, 

I should havo been ten. I shall do all I can for 
iny mother and shall como to her whenever I can. 
If sho was here I should say more. [Will sho 
get your message?] Yes, if you print it. SlieTl 
get it; sho knows I’m coming. [Does slio? how 
did you make her understand that?] ’Cause I 
told her I would. . She’s one of theso folks her­
self. [Thou you can talk to her without coming.] 
Yespbutsho askedino to come here. She don't 
know anybody here. I didn’t before I come. 
Good-bye. ' Juue 27.

Peter O'Brien.
Well, sir, I hear about your sending whatever 

we may como to give. T thought 1 might as -well 
take nio:chniice as tho rest. Well, sir,Iliketo 
send something to me folks here, I' like 'em to • 
know—faithl 1 suppose tlioy know I'm dead—like 
’em to know I can como this way again,

Woll, sir, I say I got to the Spirit-world all . 
right.' When I, first arrive there, I fool a little 
nervous—Just a llttlo while. I thought I was go- ’ 
ing to get something pretty severe when I roach 
tho other sido.; We ’ro told hero that wo got taken 
through some small places when we die, as pun­
ishment for our sins here. So when I got on the 
other side I Kind of shako to nieself for n little 
while. “ Ah I” thinks I, “ I not do just right while 
living on tho earth.” •

Well, sir, I had a name here. I suppose it be­
longs 'to.ine here,though I dropt it when Igo 
away. Me name' will bo Petor O’Brien. I not 
got much experience in tlio spirit-world, sir. 
.Well, I may say 1 got nothing at all; just been 
thero. I suppose you hear of tho fight at Spottsyl- 
vania? That’s the way I como to bo out of me- 
self and in a condition to bo somebody else just 
now. . • ■

Now, sir, I liko to be-ablo to speak to ino broth­
ers in this way. I got two brothers here. One’s 
in nn Artillery Company; tho other is notin war 
at all. I shoutd like very much to spake with me 
family, too. I got a wife, two children, and I got 
ono in tho snirlt.*world wid nieself. . [Where aro 
your family?] How, sir? in Springfield, sir, tliis 
State. [Does your brother reside there?] Oli. no, 
sir; he’s in New Hampshire. Ah, I think of it, 
sir; in Manchester. ' ;

Mo brother Tim is in tho war. - I suppose he ’ll 
come the same way I did. I beliovo he’s not been 
wounded, but' I think ho Tl come - the way I did. 
Now, sir, I got no sort of money to como back for, 
but 1 got some things I *d liko to square up. See­
ing as mo brother's away nnd can’t ’tend to me 
wishes, I ’ll tell what I want to havo done with 
some of ino things. Well, I Tl tell mo wife what 
I liko hor to do if I can come to her.

Now, sir, I don't caro not a hank of tobacco to 
come and talk to you. [Is your brother a Catho­
lic?] Oh, yes, sir; I got something to do I know 
to get over that Ho was a Catholic, and so was 
I nieself when here. I Tn nothing at all, sir, or 
else I Tn anything, since I got to the spirit-world. 
Faith! Ido n’t seo as it makes any difference at 
all. But I suppose lie’s a good Catholic just now. 
[Did you givo his name?] Tim O’Brien. Well, 
I Tl liko much to havo him let nio conic and talk 
to him. Now, I Tl givo him something that will 
convince him It’s mo who comes hero.

Well sir, the last thing wo was talking about 
was about Home lady ho like, and nieself got whip­
ped. I did n’t lay up nothing hard against him. 
I suppose wo were a little tho worse for liquor, at 
the timo. I say nothing when I was nieself, but I 
say what I Tl no right to, at that time. Faith! ho 
gave me a jolly thrashing; he Tl remember it, I Tn 
sure. [Wliat wiis it about?] ■ About some lady 
he had. I dill n’t think much of her. I not say it 
had I been sober, and nio brother—he not liko it 
at all, and ho thrash me a bit, and I having too 
much whiskey down, wasn’t a match for him. 
Faitli! I think I could lick him anytime, if I was 
sober, but, you seo, I was n’t nieself thou. .

Well, sir,'if you Tl bo kind enough to do for mo 
just wliat you would for anybody else, I Tl do 
something for you. I was from the 32d Massa­
chusetts. [Were yon killed outright?] Oh, yes, 
outright. Faith! I do n't know how right it was, 
though. Iwas just loading, just agoing to fire, 
when I was saved.tho trouble. Ah, it's all right 
I suppose. Good-day, sir. Juno 27.'
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CWe dwlre to krrp till-. I.M pcrfi'ctly rrllnt'lc. and I" "Hrr 
to do Hila It In neccMury tlmt Hpcnkcrn notify u» promptly of 
their appointment, to h'ctiire. Lecture Committee, will pkn.c 
Inform u. of nny chunge In the regular appointment., nn pub­
lished. As wo publish the o/.piUnlmenlsof Lecturers gratui­
tously, wc hopo they will reciprocate by calling tho attention 
of their hearers to tlie HamiKII of Llonr.]
. L.JfPPl’Ai:i>r.i:wlll lecture hl Cliclscn, Hept. 4 mid 1|( In 
Worcester, Hept. In mid M. Will respond for the full.

MtuMaiimAL. BitOKWiTii, trance speaker, will lecture In 
BUIfnrd.Conn., Hept. 4 mid 111 1>> lortland, Ah.,Hept, la and 
Mt In JuIncy.Oct.g midlU In Springfield, Uet.l« nndM; hl 
I’hlladeTphla during Nuveinhert In I nunion during Juniuiryi 
In Hprlnglleld during Eebrmiryi In Worcester during .Mnreli; 
in Lowell during April, Address at New Huven, care of Geo, 
Beckwith.

II. P. Fairfield, franco speaker, will lecture inGtenbuni. 
Me., Aug. 21; In Milford, Aug. 28: hi Tiiuntun, Mas#.. Hept. 4 
and ll; Iu Fuxbnro’,Hept. W and 25; In Portland, 51c., Oct. 
23 and 39. Wilt answer calls tu lecture and attend funerals. 
Address, Greenwich Village, Mass.

Miss Sarah A. Nutt will speak In Locke’s Mills and Bryant’s 
Pond. Mv.. for one year, commencing thc Aral Sabbath ufAlarcli. 
Address, Locke's Mills, Me.

Mas. E. M. Wolcott will speak the first Sunday of each 
month In Leicester, V t., for the coming year; and the secund 
Sunday of each month in East Middlebury, Vt

Mrs. Fannie Burbank Felton will speak In Chelsea, Aug. 
21 and 28.

Mns. Augusta A. Currier will speak In Old Town. Me., 
during August. Address, box 815, Lowell, Mass.

’ Isaac 1’. Greenleaf will speilk In Rockland, Me., Aug. 
21, 28 and Sept. 4 ; in Gk-nburn, Sept. 11, Oct. 2, Nov. ll, 
and Dec. 4; in Stockton, Sept. 18 and 25; iu Exeter, Oct. 9, 
Nov. 13, and Dee. 11; in Bucksport, Oct. 18,24 and 39, Nov. 20 
and 27, and Dec. 18 and 25. Address, Exeter Mills, Me.

Janes 51. Allen speaks In Waltham, Me., Aug. 21; in Vero­
na. Aug. 28; In Stockton, Sept. 4. Address, StucKtun, Me. lie 
will receive subscriptions lor tho Banner of Light; also at­
tend funerals.

N. Frank White will speak in Plymouth, Mass., Sept 4 and 
11; In Chelsea, Hept. 18 and 25; in Taunton, Nov. 6 and 13; hi 
Quincy, Dec. 4 and 11; In Troy, N. V., during January; in 
bprlngllcld, during March. Address, Quincy, Muss.

Miss Lizzie 'Doten will speak in Philadelphia. Pa., during 
October. Address, Pavilion. 57 Tremont street, Boston, 5luss.

Charles A. Hayden will speak In Providence, R. I., during 
September; in Tauntun, during October; in Euxburo’, during 
November; in Worcester, during December; in Lowell, dur­
ing January and 5iay; In Chelsea, during February. ,

Mrs. 51. S. Townsend speaks in Quincy, Sent. 21 and 28? 
In Stafford, Conn., during November; in Troy,N. Y., during 
December. Address ns above.

, J. M. Peebles will speak In Rockford, BL, thc first two Sun­
days of each month. Address us above.
. Susie 51. Johnson will lecture In Taunton,Nov.20nnd27.
Will nut engage for August. Address, Bradley, Ale., cure of
A. B. Emery. . . ,

Warren Chase will lecture In Prophetstown, HL, Aug. 19, 
and 21; tn 51 urrisun. Aug. 23. He will receive subscrip Hons 

fur tho Banner of Light. * .
’Mm. A. P. Brown will speak tn Danville, VL, every other 

• Sunday until further notice. The opposite Sundays nut yet
engaged. Is ut liberty to speak on week-day evenings, If 
wanted. •

Walter Hyi>e lectures every week in his oflice at Hope 
Chapel, New York City. Sec advertisement. Address, 720 
Broadway.

J. G. Fitm will speak In Cleveland, O., during September. 
Will answer culls to attend funerals, picnlCR, grovo meetings, 
and to lecture week-day evenings in tno vicinity of ids Sunday 
appointments. Address according to appointments above.

Leo Miller will speak in Cincinnati, O., during September; 
In*Cleveland during October. Address us above, ur Detroit, 
Mich. .

W. K. Ripley will speak In tho grove, at Mechanic Falls, 
Me., Aug. 21; will attend tlie three days’ meeting at AHI­
ford. 51c,, Aug. 26,27 mid 28; will speak in Stockport, N. Y,, 
during September and October; in burners, Conn., during De­
cember; mStafford, Jan. land8; in Plymouth, Jun. 15iind22. 
Address ns above, or Snow's Falls, Ale.

Miu. Susie A. Hutchinson will speak In Vermont during 
August—address, Eiist Braintree, Vt.; in Quincy, Aluss., Sept. 
4; in Portland, Me., Nov. zO mid 27.

Alias Emma Houston will lecture In Somers, Conn., Sept. 
18 and 25; In Worcester, Mass, during October and November; 
in Taunton, March 5 and 12. Address as above, ur Alniiches- 
tcr, N.H. # .

Austen E. S)m^ons will speak In East Bethel, Vt., on tho 
fourth Sunday of every num th during thc cuDmigyeur. Ad­
dress, Woodstock, Vt. -

Dil and Mrs. L. K. Coonlet will lecture nnd heal In Cen­
tral and Northern Illinois this summer and fall, after July 15, 
until further notice. Address, Chicago, 111. Will furnish Spir­
itual and Reform Books ,'nt publishers' prices, and take sub­
scriptions for the Barnier of Light.

Father E. F. Martin will lecture,by splrit-inflncnce,atthc 
Indian Spring Grove, West i ownsend, Muss., every Sunday, at 
5 o’clock r. m., when Hie weather Is pleasant.

Dil James Couper, of Bellefontaine, Ohio, will speak In 
Greensboro’, Henry Co., Ind., Sept. 7 ami 8; in Cadiz, at the 
Quarterly Meeting, Sept. 9,19 and ll. Subscriptions taken fur 
tne Banner of Light, mid books fur sale. '

Miu. E. A. Bliss, ofSpringlteld, Musa., will speak in Lowell 
during September.

W. F. Jamieson, trance sneaker, Albion,SHch., will speak in 
St Johns unu-hnlf the Sundays of each muiitli.

Utfe Qualls £Mu ^Ms glmdlaiuos glcbhtms in gash™
GEMS OF INSPIRATION I PROF. DENTON'S NEW WORK! ASTROLOGY AM) MEDICINE!

JUST PUBLISHED,

BY

WILLIAM WHITE & CO
168 WASHINGTON STREET,

BOSTON,

AMD

?

OTHER POEMS

MISS A. W. SPRAGUE.

Price $1,25, , Postage 20 Cents.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

• THE POET.
SCENE! SCENE!! SCENE!!! SCENEIV.

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.
THE PEOPLE. •
THE SOLDIER’S SHROUD. 
EMANCIPATION in the DIST. COLUMBIA. 
THB AMERICAN EAGLE. .
TEMPTER AND TEMPTED.
LET THE SAINTS BE GLAD IN HEAVEN.
THE STOIC SOUL’S DEFIANCE.
CHANT OF THE SOUL. 
THE REAL PRAYER, 
THE RUINED CHURCH. '
BEAUTIFUL SLEEP.
INTO THE DEPTHS OF HADES.
SHAME ON THE COWARD SOULS.
ENDURE.
WENDELL PHILLIPS.
THE COMING TIME.
THE TRIAL.
THEY TELL ME THOU ART BEAUTIFUL.
SERENADE-" GOOD-NIGHT." 
“ YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME." 
BURY ME UNDER the GREENWOODTREE. 
THE MORNING LAND. 
DEVOTION. - 
WAITING AT THE .GATE. 
THE SOUL OF SONG. 
TAKE ME HOME. _____  
WHO ARE THE BEAUTIFUL ? 
HARK TO THE WAVES THAT ROLL. 
MOUNTAINS.___________________ • •

THE SOUL OF THINGS;
— on —

psyci iom irrn io
RESEARCIIESJM) discoveries.

By William and Elizabeth M, E Denton*

” Enter Into the soul of things.”— Wordworth.

Part L—Psychometrical Researches and Discoveries.
Chapter 1.—Plein res oh the Retina and Brain. Pictures formed 

on the Retina when beholding Objects; Thcae Pictures Endur­
ing; Pictures seen with closed eyes; Visions of the Blind; 
Visions uf Objects seen long before by tho Mick and Healthy; 
All objects once seen arc permanently retained In the Brain.

Chapter 2.—Pictures on Surrounding Objects. Dagucrrenn 
Pictures; Pictures taken In the Dark; Pictures taken on nil 
Bodies continually, mid enduring as Hfose bodies; All past 
History thus Recorded.

Chapter 3.—Psychomotry. Dr. Buchanan's Experiments; Ef­
fects of 5Icdlchios upon Persons when held in the Hand; 
Characters described from Unseen Letters.

Chapter 4.—Experiments. Experiments with Geological. 5fc- 
teoric,.Miscellaneous, Geographical, Archeological and Metal­
lie Specimens.

Chapter 6.—Remarkable Phenomena Explained, fincctral 
Illusions; Apparitions; Visions.

Chapter 6.—Utility of pRychojnetry. UtURv of Psychomctry 
to tho GeologKt.thu Paleontologist, thc .Miner, the Astrono­
mer, the Physiologist,ami the Anatomist; Its Employment 
in thc Cure of Diseases: Its Benefit to the Artht and the 
Historian; Radiant Forces passing from Human Beings mid 
Influencing Others; Influence «f People on the Country In 
which they live; Influence of Country un the People; 
Woman more susceptible to Psychometric Influence than 
Man; Psychomctry nsa Discoverer of Crime.

Chapter 7.—Sfysterles Revealed. Fortune-Telling; Dreams; 
Relles and Amulets; Hallucinations.

Chapter 8.—Conclusion. 1’sychnmetry reveals thc Powers of 
the Soul; Ar the Body becomes Weaker It becomes Stronger; 
Evidence of our Future Existence.

Part IL—Questions, Considerations, nnd Suggestions. How 
Objects are seen Psychomctrlrnlly; Seen best In Darkness, 
and with closed eyes; Why called Sight; Mesmeric Influence 
not needed to Induce the necessary Sensitiveness; Where thc 
gnzo In Directed; Why the Psychomotor Is unable to see some 
Objects; The Nature of thc Light by which Objects nro Seen; 
How thc Psychomotor Travels, or Appears to Travel; How 
Account for the Hearing of Sounds; Going Backward In 

. Timo; Continued Effects of Influences; Departed Spirits;
Predominant Influences; Conclusion.

For sale at this Ofllco. Price, 81.25; postage, 20 cent#.
July 25. tf

' A. Wow I*ootic Woi’lc*
BLOSSOMS OF-*OUR SPRING,

BY HUDSON AND EMMA TUTTLE,
* ' - «Jnat ’ Published*

Pr this elegant volume oC two hundred nnd twenty-eight 
pages, will be found some of the finest Poems In thc lan­
guage. All lovers of bean11 fill poetic thought will find a 

rich treat in their perusal. The spiritual harmony which per­
vades most of them will find a response in the hearts of.believ­
ers In the Spiritual Philosophy.

America: nNational Poem.
TABLE OF CONTEXTS:

ADDBEB8ES OF LECTURERS AND MEDIUMS.
[Under this heading wc Insert tlie names, and places of resi­

dence of Lecturers and Mediums, nt tho low prico of twenty- 
five cents pcr lino for threo months. As it takes eight words 
on an average to complete a line, tlio advertiser can see In ad­
vance how much It will cost tu advertise In this department, 
and remit accordingly. When a speaker has an appointment 
to lecture, tho notice and address will be published gratuitously 
under head of “ Lecturers’ Appointments.”]

Dr. IL F. Gardner, Pavilion,$7 Tremont street, Boston, will 
answer calls to lecture. apll—t

Miss Emma Hardinge, San Francisco, Cal. Bepl9—ly*
Cora L. V. Hatch. Present address, New York. Jan2—f 
Miss Susie M. Johnson Intends spending the fall, and per 

haps winter. In tho West, should employment warrant. Those 
desiring her services will oblige Uy an early application. Ad 
dress till August, Bradley, Me., care of IL B. Emery. Jy2—3m*

Ira IL Curtis speaks upon ucstlons of government Ad­
dress, Hartford, Conn. K nov21—ly*

Mlts. Sarah A. Byrnes, formerly Miss Sarah A. Magoon, 
tranco speaker, will answer calls to lecture; Address, No. W 
Spring street, East Cambridge, Mass. mnrl2—7m*

Mrs. Susie A. Hutchinson, Mllfunl, N. II. ap23—6m*
Miss Lizzie M. A. Carley, Ypsilanti, Mich., will make 

summer and fall engagements where ver (on public routes) 
her services nro desired. Will take subscriptions fur all the 
spiritual papers. . miiy28-3m*

Geo, A. PBtncn, Auburn, Mo., tranco speaker, will answer 
calls to lecture nnd*attend funerals, uug20-6m*

Mrs. Jennie S. Rudd, trance speaker. Taunton, Mass., will 
answer culls to lecture and attend funerals. Jy2—3m*

Mna, C. Fannie Allen's address will bo Stockton. Mc„after 
July 9. Sho will now receive culls to lecture fur the coming 
autumn and winter, and attend funerals when desired. Jyffl

Mrs. II. F. M. Brown may bo addressed at Cleveland, O.
jy!6-t

Mrs. C. A. PuLsirnRH, of Oneida, Knox Co., III., will answer 
calls to lecture, or speak on funeral occasions, jy9—3m*

Miss A. 1’. Mudgett will answer calls to lecture, and at lend 
funerals. Address, 89 Cambridge strcut, Boston, Mass.

. Jy9-3m*
Dr. Horatio L. Tryon, clairvoyant and’ trance sneaker. 

His Post Ofllco address until August will be Chicago, Ilf.
muy28—3m*

Fannie BurRank Felton, So. Malden, Mass,. Jun4'-6m* 
M ns. Annie Lord Chamberlain, musical medium. Address, 

19 Chapman street, Boston. Junie*
Dr. A. P. Pierce, tranco medium, will answer calls to lec­

ture on Sundays. Address, No. tf Haymarket place. Buston.
jun4-3m*

Mrs. Frank Reid, Breedsville, Van Buren Co., Mich.
. Jun4—3m*

Henry George, trance medium, will answer calls to lecture. 
Address care of U. B, Murry, box 1201, Baltimore, Md.

. . ’ /augG—3m*
Mrs. E. K. Ladd, medium, No. 4 Stoddard street. JH—3m* 
Mrs. Frances Lord Bond, caro of Mrs?J. A. Kellogg, Am­

herst,Mass. . , . Junli—Um*
Mrs. Mary FARKiiURSTj Fairport, N. Y., will answer calls to 

lecture and attend funerals. junll—Uw*
MBS. A. P. Brown’s address, St. Jolinsbuiy Centre. Vt 

z Juull—3m*
Mrs. Clarrie H. Dearborn will answer calls to lecture.

Address, Worcester, Mass. marl2—Gm*
A. B. Whiting, Albion, Mich. ' jy9—3m*
Miss L. T. Whittier will answer calls to ecturc on Health 

and Dress Reform, In Wisconsin and Illinois. Address, Wliltc- 
water, Walworth Co., Wis. • JanW—t

Mrs. Sophia L. Chappell. Battle Creek, Mich. t 
Mrs. F. 0. Hyzer, box 166, Buffalo, N. Y. ' mart—t ■
Mr. and Mus. II. M. Miller, Elmira, N. Y., care of Wm. B.

-Hatch. ' Jan23—t
Moses Hull, Kalamazoo, Mich. Jan9—t
F. L. IL Willis, 129 M East 20th st, New York. jan2-t
Samuel II. Paist, the blind medium, will answer calls to lec­

ture and sit for tests. Address, Henry T. Child, M. D., 634 Race 
atrect, Philadelphia, Pa. may?#—t

KABVr POEMS.
THE DYING WARRIOR.
THE WANDERER’S RETURN.
THE DAYS OF OLD.
DARK HOURS.
MUSINGS.
THE SHIP.
A VOICE FROM FRANCE. 1848.
THOUHTS ON LEAVING HOME.
THE MOURNER.
DISEASE. •
TO A BUNCH OF VIOLETS IN MY SICK 

ROOM.
THEY BID ME NERVE MY DROOPING 

SOUL.
SING TO ME. .
TO MY SISTER ON HER 18th BIRTHDAY. 
LAMENT OF THE JEWISH CAPTIVES. 
ADDRESS OF HENRY IV. TO HIS ARMY. 
TO ONE WHO CALLED ME UNGRATEFUL. 
DESPAIR.
“ SUFFER, YET BE STRONG.” 
RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS.
“ ONLY FOR ONE.”
LINES WRITTEN IN A SCHOOL-ROOM.
SONGS FROM SPIRIT-LAND.
MORNING. _
THE ANGEL'S VISIT.

THIS SPLENDID VOLUME
Comprises three hundred and twenty-eight pages, 12mo., 

bound In cloth. To bo had of nil Booksellers and News 
dealers.,

HT For sale wholesale and retail at tide office. May 14.

THE PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF
D. ». HOME,

Tho Celebrated ,.Spirit-Medium,
, . UNTITLED, .

INCIDENTS IN MY LIFE;
‘WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

Judge Edmond^of New York,
ONE ELEGANTLY PRINTED AND CLOTIt-DOUND 12MO.'TRICE $1.25.

The: extraordinary Life and History of Daniel Homo for 
Ilnmo, as ho Is sometimes called), tho spirit-Medium, from Ills 
humble birth through a series of associations with personages 
distinguished in scientific and literary circles throughout Eu­
rope, to oven a familiarity with crowned heads, hns surrounded 
him with nn interest ot the most powerful character. As a 
spirit-medium his superiority Is supreme.nnd tho publication ot 
these memoirs will probably excite as much comment in this 
country as they havo in Europe, and will be eagerly hailed by 
every onu interested in Spiritualism. ,

Introduction.
CONTENTS

Chapter L—Early Life; I become a Medium. » .
Chapter 2.—Before the World. . ’
Chapter 3.—Further Manifestations in America.
Chapter 4.—In England. •
Chapter 5.—At Florence, Naples, Rome and Paris.
Chapter 6;—In America*; Tho Press-gang.
Chapter 7.—1857-8—Franco, Italy and Russia—Marriage.
Chapter 8.—Russia, Paris and England.
Chapter 9.—Tho “ Cornhill,” amt other Narratives.
Chapter 10. —Miraculous Preservation; Franco aud England.
Chapter 11. —A Diary and Letter. *
Chapter 12. —In Memorlam. *

THE BANNElToF MCHT,
In order to meet the large demand for this remarkable Work, 
has made arrangements to supply It to Its subscribers and read­
ers, and will send it by mall,^osrap#/rMt on receipt of price— 
fll.25. ■ . . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . -

Address. , BAKNER OF LIGHT,. .
Aug. 15. tf Boston, Mass. -

L. Judd Pardee, Boston, Mass.
J. 8. Loveland, Willimantic, Conn.

Junll—f 
apll—t

H. B. Storer, Foxboro’, or 4 Warren st., Boston. je!8-f
Mm. Laura Cuppy, Dayton, Ohio. mar!2—t
Rev. Adin Ballou, lecturer, Hopedale, Moss. apll—f

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM;
. ■ ou« .

* Emancipation from Mental and Physical Bondage*

BY CHARLES S. WOODRUFF, M. D., author of “Legal­
ized Prostitution.” etc. This little book of one hundred 

nud eighteen pages Is the earnest testimony of an Inquiring 
spirit, In favor of ft more perfect emancipation from Intellectu­
al bondage, as well, too, us from tho servitude under which 
tho body of man labors, if it shall assist oven one truth-seek­
ing mind in taking another step forward into the light, it will 
^J®. answered a good purpose. , s

Price 50 cents. For Mile at this office. Juno 2.

EV1X>EjNCJES
or

MODERN SPIRITUALISM,

BEING a Debate hold at Decatur, Michigan, March 12th, 
13th and Hth, 1861, between Mr. A. B. Whiting and Rev.

JosRMl Junes, upon the question: “Resolved, That thc ori­
gin of Modem Spiritual Phenomena is entirely Hypothetical, 
and therefore, the Revelations from that source aro not nt all 
reliable.” .

This discussion created great Interest In Decatur, and vicinl 
ty, as thc disputants nro well known ns gentlemen of ability. 
Ar. Whiting is one of the ablest lecturers in tho spiritual 
ranks. This pamphlet of ono hundred and fourteen pages, la 
juttanch a document ns our friends should circulate among 
•keptlcs.

Prico 40 cents, postage free. For sale at this office.
May 28.

OF

RELIGIOUS HISTORY AND CRITICISM,
- - BY M. ERNEST RENAN,

TVl’EMBER of the Institute of France, author of “Thc Life 
of Jesus.” Authorized translation from the original 

French, by O. B. Frothingham. Pastor of thc Third Unitarian 
Church In New York. With ft Biographical Introduction.

Tills work’is very Interesting, mid al! tliose who rend tho 
“Lifeof Jesus,” by Renan, will desire to peruse these pages, 
written by thc same great nuthor, and translated into English 
by ono uf thc finest schulmn and most prominent, liberal 
clergymen In this country. Thc great interest excited by Re­
nan’s “ Life of Jesus,” induced the translation of this volumo 
of Essays, which is already meeting with a rapid sale. A 
glance nt the following table of contents will give an Idea of 
the variety of subjects treated upon:

Contents:—Translator’s Preface; 51. Ernest Renan; Auth­
or’s Preface; The Rcllgons of Antiquity; History of the Peo- 
Flo of Israel; The Part of tho Semitic ^People In thc History of 
civilization; Thc Critical Historians of Christ; Mahomet and 

the Origins of Islamism; John Calvin; Channing; 51. Feuer 
tmeh nnd the New Hegelian School; Thc Future of Religion 
In Modern Society.

Price 82,50, postnge free. For sale nt this office. May 28.

THE HIEROPHANT J

OR. GLEANINGS FROM THE PAST. Being an Exposi­
tion of Biblical Astronomy, and the Symbolism and Alys- 

teries on which were founded all Ancient, Religious and Secret 
Societies. Also, an Explanation of tho Dark Sayings and Alle­
gories which abound.In the Pagan, Jewish mid Christian Bibles. 
Also, the Real Sense of tho Doctrines and Observances of the 
Ajudern Christian Churches. By G. C. Stewart, Newark, 
N. J. -

Without making any pretence to literary talent, I have in 
tho following pages attempted to gather and arrange thc frag­
mentary remains of a world-wide system of worship and belief, 
which lias been perpetuated under different names In the vari­
ous systems of religion, and continues to give laws to thc mo­
dern Christian, as well as the Pagan world. •

Price 75 cents; postage 12 cents. For sale at this office.
Aug. 29._______________

THE AP00BYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT,

BEING all the Gospels, Epistles, anti other pieces now-ex­
tant, attributed, In thc first four centuries, to Jesus Christ, 

his Apostles, and their.companions, and not included in the 
New Testament by Its compilers. Bent by mail on receipt ot 
£ rice and postage. Price, 81,00; postage, 16 ceuU. Address, 

annsr of Light, Boston, Mass. Oct, 24.

Vision of Death, 
The Course of Empire. 
A Visit to tho Ocean. 
Tho Snow.
Pet.
Loulon. '
Boding#.
Weary.

i Tho Second Wife.
Heaven.
Nutting.
I’ve Been Thinking.
The Destitute.
Sleighing.
Weep.
Strange. .
Love.
How She Came. 
Evcrailvn.
Joan 1) Arc. 
Commissioned.

A Kono. .
. Spirit-Voices.
A Dream.
Light.
Tho Three Patriots.
Memories.
Why Dost thou Lovo Mo?
Leonore.
An Indian Legend of tho AL 

leghanlcs.
Thc Ohl Bachelor.
Bridal Musings.
Lele.
The Dying Robin.
Death of the Year.
Lights nnd Shadows.
My Homo.
On the $oa.
An Invocation.
The Undeceived.
Life's passion Story.

Published by WM. WHITE & CO., 158 Washington street, 
Boston, Mass.

Pricey Inacio th, $1; postage, 20 cents. For sale at this Office.

" TBIRDJE^^

First Volume of the Arcana of Nature.

BY HUDSON TUTTLE. Carefully revised and corrected by 
the author. .

CONTENTS:
Par I. Chapter I—A General Survey of Matter. Chapter 

II—The Origin of the Worlds, Chapter III—Tho Theory oi 
tho Origin of tho Worlds. Chapter IV—History of the Earth, 
from the Gaseous Ocean to thc Cambrian. Part II. Chapter 
V—Life and Organization. Chapter VI—Plan of Organic 
Beings. Chapter VII—Influence of Conditions. Chapter 
VIII—Dawn of Life. Chapter IX—The History of Life 
through the Silurian Formation. Chapter X—The Ohl Red 
Sandstone Aeries. Chapter Xl—Carboniferous or Coal Forma­
tion. Chapter XII—Permian and Trias Periods. Chapter 
X!It—Oolite: Lilas; Wenlden. Chapter XIV—The Creta­
ceous or Chalk Period. Chapter XV—The Tertiary. Chapter 
XVI—A Chanter of Inferences. Chapter XVII—Origin ot 
Man. Part III. Chapter XVIII—The Human Brain. Chap­
ter XIX—St met uro mid Functions of the Brain and Nervine# 
System, Studied with Reference to the Origin of Thought. 
Chapter XX—Tlio Source of Thought. Studied from ft Philo­
sophical Standpoint. Chapter XXI—Retrospect of the Theory 
of Development, ns herein advanced; Conclusions; Facts 
followed from their Source to their Legitimate Results. Ap­
pendix—An Explanation of somo of tho Laws of Nature, 
their Effects, &c.
lytccj 81.25; postage. 18 cents. For sale at this Office.

i>n. jDiM'iuan,
ASTROLOGER AND BOTANIO PHYSICIAN.

A 8T AT EM ENT of thc Disposition nud Quail Um of thc per* 
son will be given, nnd on thc Health arid Uonstltutioiif 

with advice ns to the best means to avoid the results of Con- 
stltiitlminl Complaint*, of tho Length of Life, nnd tlie .Manner 
uf Death, of Wealth, niid what ProimUn or Employment will 
be most suitable; a full statement uf Marriage, trie Descrip­
tion, Disposition ami Qualities of the Wife or lltiaband, and 
which will die first; of Children, what number, and If they will 
live, Thu Astrologer can lie consulted upon all affairs in confi­
dence. Time of birth necessary.

TERMS, ORA L—For Reading a Brief Statement nf Principal 
Events for three years t<» come, M Cents; a Minute Rending 
all through Life, with valuable advice how to avoid Constitu­
tional Diseases, 81,00, and In addition to the above, which I# 
tin* .Modem Practice of Astrology, (he Doctor will read your 
Life according to tho HyMcnl of Astrology ns practised by the 
Ancients, seven hundreil years before Christ, translated from 
an old Latin Book printed In 1488, [ho being thc only Astrolo­
ger who has the Work, having been translated at great expense 
Hito English.! Konev, to road both, $2,00.

TERMS FOR WRITING, (Sent i»r MAiu)-For Answering 
any Three Questions about same perron, 50 Cents,In Stamps or 
Currency. A written Nativity of Events three years to come, 
81,(10. A Full Nativity, written all through Life—Ludh'?, 83,00; 
Gents, 85.00, For Calculating the Most Important Directions, 
with the Transit of the Superior Planets, and Judgment Writ­
ten therefrom—hath Systems, very minute: Ladles,810,00. and 
Gentlemen, 820,00. The Doctor has been 19 years in this city.

CP* Address,

DR. LISTER,
26 Lowoll Street, Boston, Mass.

Maj- 29.—Jm.________________________________________

FEMALESmENGTHENINGCORWAL.

THIS MEDICINE Isof long tried efficacy for correcting all 
disorders incidental to the feminine sex. That thc afflicted 

may feel assured thnt this Cordial is truly valuable and worthy 
their confidence—not one of those secret compounds purposed 
to destroy hcaltliy action—1 add a few testimonials from physi­
cians. whom nil favoring the Eclectic and Reformed 1'ractleo 
of Aicdlcinc respect.

Dil Willahd C. George, formerly Professor In tho Worces­
ter Medical College, and President of the Eclectic Medical So­
ciety, Mass,, speaks of it in the following terms;

“I havo used the Female Strengthening Cordial, similar to 
thnt prepared by Dm Geo. W. Swett, 106 Hanover street, nnd 
I regard It as one of the best medicines for Female Complaints 
that enn be found ” ■

Dr. J. King, Author bf“ Woman: Her Diseases nnd their 
Treatment,” nays:

“This medicine appears to exert a specific influence on the 
Utenin. It in a valuable agent in all derangements uf thc Fe­
male Reproductive Organs.” .

fon. E. Smith, President of thc New York Association of Bo­
tanic Physicians, says:

^ No female, if in delicate health, should omit thc timely uso 
of this valuable Cardial. I owe much of my success in mid­
wifery to Hie use of this Medicine.” - ,

. MOTHERS AND MARRIED LADIES: ’’
The following from Dm Fay is well worthy your notice:
“An a general remedy for Female Complaints, this * Conlin! * 

is ft very valuable one. but by thc Profession It is esteemed 
moro highly fur Rs good results during Confinement In reliev­
ing thc great suffering attendant upon childbirth. 1 acknowl­
edge with Dr. Smith that much ot my success In midwifery Is 
due to the use of this medicine. It strengthens both mother 
and child. In such cases I follow the directions of Prof. King, 
by allowing iny patients to use It a few weeks previous to con­
finement, as by the energy It aparts to tlie uterine nervous sys­
tem the labor will be very much facilitated, and removes tho 
cramps wliich many females are liable to. No woman, if she 
knew tlie great value uf tlie Strengthening Cordial, would full 
to use it.

I have received numerous testimonials from different parts 
of tho country where used. Knowing Hie good It is capable ot 
doing, I will warrant every bottle of iny “ Cordial” to be sat- 
Isfetory In Its results.

The following symptoms indicate those affections In which 
tho Female Strengthening Cordial Ims proved Invaluable:

Indisposition to Exertion, Wakcfiilncss, Uneasiness.
Depression of Spirits, Trembling, Loss of Power, Palu In the 

Back, Alternate Chills, and Flushing of heart.
Dragging Sensation at the Lower Part of the Body, 

Headache. Languor, Aching Along the Thighs,
Intolerance of Light mid Sound, Pale Countenance.

Derangement of the Stomach and Bowels, Difficult Breathing, 
Hysteria, *te., Ac.

It iB a specific remedy In nil Uterine Diseases, Chlorosis, or 
Green Sickness, Irregularity, Palnfulnm, Protbse or

Suppression uf Customary Discharges, Leu- 
currham or Whites, bclrrhus or Ul­

cerated State of the Uterus, 
Sterility. Ac., Ac.

No better Tonic can possibly bo put up than this, and none 
less likely to do harm, as It is composed wholly of vegetable 
agents, and such ns we have known to be valuable, and have 
used for many years.

Price for Single Bottles, $1,001 Siz Bottles for $6,00.
Should your Druggist not havo it, send directly tons, and 

when six bottles are ordered, we will settle Express charges.
Ijy Bo sure nnd get that prepared at the NEW ENGLAND 

BOTANIC DEPOT, 166 Hanover Street, Boston.
April IBe-flm^^^^liEaw. HWKTT, Proprietor.

J>1<# MA1DPH

HEALTH institute,
AT NO. 7 DAVIS STREET, Is now open M 

heretofore for the lucemful treatment of diseases of 
every cIum, under Dn. Main’* personal supervision

Patients will )n> attended nt tlieir homes ns heretofore; those 
desiring board at tbo Institute will please send notice two or 
three days in advance, that room* may bo prepared •bcm.

CUT"’ Office Hums from 9 a. m. to fl r. m.
Those requesting examinations by letter will please enclose 

fl 1.00, a lock of hair, a return postage stamp, and tho address 
plainly written, and stalo sex and age.

CJZ* Medicine* carefully packed and sent by Express.
A liberal discount made to tho trade. tf May 7.

MRS. R. COLLINS,
CJQAIRVOYANT WIYWICIAN,

No. 6 Pine Street; Boston,

CONTINUES to heal tho sick by laying on of hands, 81
Spirit Physicians control her. The sick enn bo cured; mir­

acles arc being wrought through her dally. She Is continually 
benefiting sunerhig humanity. Examinations free. Call amt 
see lor yourselves. All medicines furnished by her wholly 
composed of routs and herbs from the garden of Nature.

I*. S,—Mrs. C. having so much business to attend to sho will 
not be able to examine locks of hair by letter. tf—Aug. 20.

DI! A. P. PiERCE, Clairvoyant, Magnetic and
Medical Electrician, nlso Developing and Business 

Medium, will examine, prescribe nnd magnetise the sick, both 
in body nnd mind, of all kinds uf diseases, at his oilier. No. 8 
Haymarket Vince, Boston, wliich ent ere by Avery Si. front 
Washington street, or at their bonus, in ur out of thc city. 
Charges moderate. 6w*—Aug. 20.

DR. WILLIAM B. WHITE,Sympathetic, Clair­
voyant, Magnetic and Electric Physician, cures nil dis­

eases Hint are curable. Nervous and disagreeable feelings 
removed. Advice free; operations, 81.09. No. 4 Jefferson 
Place, (leading from South Bennet struct), Boston.

June 11. 3m*

GAMUEL GROVEIl, Trance, Speaking and 
Healing Medium, No. 13 Dix Place, (opposite Harvard 

street). Huston. Hours from 9 tu 12 M., nud I to 5 r. M. Will 
visit the sick at their haineM’r attend funerals If requested. 
Residence, 3 Emerson Street, Somerville. tf Aug, 20.

TVIKS. CHARTER, Clairvoyant, Trance. Speak- 
AUL Ing nnd Writing Medium; descrlben absent friends: is 
very sucei sMul in business matters. Hutus from 9 a. n. to 8 r. 
M. Circles Thursday evenings. Nd. 11 LaGrange Place, Bos- 

<w* July 30.

MRS* m* w* HERRICK, Clairvoyant and
Trance Medium, nt No. 13 Dix Place, (opposite Hur 

van! street), Boston. Hours from 9 to 12 and 2 to 6. Wednes­
days excepted. tf Aug. 20.

1WKS.H. J. PRATT, Eclectic and Clairvoyant
Physician, No. 50 School street, Boston,-Room No. 2. 

Hours from 10 a. m. to 5 v. m, , 6w* July 23.

11JRS. H. P, OSBORN, Healing and Test
5! ediv m, No. 14 Kiwcland street Boston. 4w*-Jy 30, 

AfRS.~S? J. YOUNG, Medium, No. 80 Warren 
ATA Street, Boston, Mass. Smus* , Aug. 13.

SOUL READING,
Or Faychomctrlciil Delineation of Character.

MIL AND AIRS. A. B. SEVERANCE would respectfully 
announce to thc public that those who wish,and will visit 

tliem In person, or send their autograph or lock of hhlr, they 
will give an accurate description ot their leading trait# of char­
acter and peculiarities of disposition; marked changes In past 
and future life; physical disease, with prescription therefor; 
whttt business they nre best adapted to pursue In order to bo 
suclesHftil; the physical and mental adaptation of those In­
tending marriage; and hints to the Inhiirmonlunsly married, 
whereby they cun restore or perpet ante their former love.

They will give instructions for self-Improvement, by telling 
whnt faculties sliould be restrained, and what cultivated.

Hoven yenrs’experience warrants them in saying that they 
can do what they advertise without full,as hundreds nre will­
ing to testify. Skeptics nre particularly Invited to investigate.

Every thing of a private character kept strictly as such. 
Fur Written Delineation of Character, 81.00.

Hereafter all calls or letters will be promptly attended to by 
cither one or Hie other. ’ ,

Address, MIL AND 5!RS. A. B. SEVERANCE,
March 20. tf Whitewater. Walworth Co.. Wisconsin.

IiT< i*. aoousKuia.

THIS highly gifted and successful Magnetic, Electricniysl- 
clan, Is spending a few weeks In Providence, Rhode Island. 

Aug. 13. 3w*

THE CRAIG MICROSCOPE!
FOB THE FAMILY CHICLE.

A NEW OPTICAL WONDER I

Patented February 18th, 1808.

BE00ND EDITION-JUST PUBLISHED.

Second Volume of the Arcana of Nature.

OR, THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE, 
AND OF THE SPIRIT-WORLD. By Hudson Iuttlk.

Heaven, thc home of the immortal spirit, is originated and sus­
tained by natural laws.

Tho publishers of this Interesting nnd valuable work take 
pleasure In announcing to their friends ami patrons, nnd thc 
world, that thc second edition of tho secund volume is now 
ready for delivery. —

CONTENTS:
Chapter T—Evidences of Mau's Immortality, Drawn from Ills- 

tory; Spiritualism of tho Nations. Chapter 11—Proofs ui 
Immortality, Drawn from History, concluded. Chanter 
III—Evidences of Jinn’s Immortality, Derived from Modern 
Spiritualism. Chapter IV—Tho objects of modern Spiritu­
alism. Chapter v—Consideration of Spiritual Phenomena 
and their Distinction from such as arc not Spiritual, but De­
pendent on Similar Laws. Chapter VI—Space Ether. Chap­
ter VII—Philosophy of tho imponderable “Agents in their 
Relation to Spirit. Chanter VII I—Philosophy uf tho Impon- 
dorabla Agents In thoir Relations to Spirit, concluded. Chap­
ter IX—Tno Imponderable Agents as Manifested In Living 
Beings. Chapter X—Spiritual Elements. Chapter XI—Ani­
mal Magnetism. ChapterXII—Animal Magnetism, Its Phi­
losophy, Laws, Application and Relation to Spiritualism. 
Chunter XIII—Philosophy of Change and Death. Chapter 
XIV—Philosophy of Change and Death, concluded. Chapter 
XV—Spirit, its Origin, FncitlHosand Power. Chapter XVI—A 
Clairvoyant's View of tho Spirit Sphere. Chapter XVII— 
Philosophy of the SpIrlt-WorN. Chapter XVIII—Spirit-Life. 
Published by WILLI ASI WHITE & CO., 158 Washington 

street, Boston. Price $1,25: postage 18 cents. The usual dis­
count made to thc trade. For Bale at this office. May 23.

JUST OUT.

Spiritual Sunday School Manual!
For Sunday School#* Homes, Circles, Confer­

ences* tho Closet, etc.| An Eaay Flan 
for Forming and Conducting

• ' Sunday Schools.
By the Author of the “Plain Guido to Spiritualism.”

THE great demand forsome book for starting and conducting 
Spiritual Sunday Schools, and for the use of the young at 

home, Is at lost met by tills Manual. The style and plan arc so 
plain and easy, children themselves can form schools or classes, 
and yet tlio book |< entirely freo from tlie silly and thc stale, 
thc dogmatic and the sectarian. Tlie old as well ns thc young 
cannot full to find this book attractive and exceedingly sugges­
tive. Teachers and pupils arc nut on the same level. No tasks 
nro Imposed; no “catechism spirit is manifest; no dogmas 
aro taught, and yet the beautifiil sentiments of Spiritualism 
nro presented In the most simple nnd attractive style. The 
book contain a brief Introduction—How to use this Manual—a 
series of rich, original Readings, Responses, Ac., for opening 
ami closing schools—Lessons ami Questions on every practical 
and Important subject, the lessons and questions being sepa­
rate, many of the questions with no answers—Gems of Wis­
dom from ancient and modem authors—infant Lessons and 
Questions—a .variety of Littlo Spiritual Stories, must touching 
and exquisite, nnd a choice, new collection of the finest Spirit­
ual Songs and Hymns, with familiar tunes.

One hundred and forty-four compact pages. Sent by mall 
freo for 30 cents. Liberal discount tu the Trude and to Sunday 
Schools.

Hr* Address Publishers, WM. WHITE & CO.
Banner of Light Okficb, 

April 23. 158 Washington street, Boston, 51 ass. ”
SIXTEENTH EDITION. '

SCENES BEYOND THE GRAVE.
TRANCE OF MARIETTA RAVIS,

FROM NOTES DT
REVEREND J. L. SCOTT.- .

THIS very Interesting book hns already reached its sixteenth 
edition, which is imfllclcnt evidence thnt It is a work of 

merit. Tho following Is a list of its Contents: ■
Introductory Statement; Man at Death;’ City of Pence; 

Pilgrim's Address; The Glory of the Cross; The Child’s Nar­
ration; Artistic Order of Infant Paradise; The Paradisical 
Nursery; Infants Received by the Saviour; Infants Restored 
to Harmony; Christ Revealed as Suffering on thc Cross; The 
City Viewed from n Superior Plain; Scenes of Revolving and 
Living Thought; The Form of the Saviour in thc Cloud of 
Night; The Phantom Sphere; Address of the False Philoso­
pher: Tho Pandemonium-Mock Worship; Marietta Arises to 
thc Sphere of Harmony; Centre Dome of Infant Paradise; 
Marietta's Unfitness Revealed by Contrast; Song of Infants 
before their Chief Gimnlian: Tho Forlorn and Doomed Being; 
The Babu uf Buthclchcni; Justice and Mcrcv; Thc Betrayal; 
Cruelties Infllctlcd upon Joins; Apollyon; The Tribunal; The 
Dream: Jesus led out to be Crucified; Judas Repenting; Cal­
vary; Tho Last Struggle; Tho Tomb; The Resurrection Tho 
Ascension; ThoRescue; The Return.

£37” Price $1, postpaid. For sale at this office. April 23.

FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS FROM
THE WORLD OF SPIRITS,

ON subjects highly Important to the human family, by 
Joshua, Holomon and others, given through a lady.

Price, bound in cloth, 75 cents,postage 16cents; paper,W 
0snU; postage 10 «ent#. For sale at this office. tfMaylG.

Simplified and Adapted to Popular as well 
as Soientifio Use.

THIS Is the only Instrument of high power which requires 
no focnl adjustment, ami therefore can be readily used by 

every one—even by the children. Its low price places It with­
in tlie reach of nil, and should be on the table of every family. 
It Is valuable for physicians, scientific men, students and 
schools, and for every one who Is a lover of thc beautiful things 
of Nature. It magnifies 109 diameters, or 19,000 times, and is 
capable of being made a never-ending source of instruction to 
old ami young. It renders thc pus, blood nnd milk globules, 
and cancer cells, as well ns the thousands uf animals In a single 
drop of stagnant, water, distinctly visible s shows the tubular 
structure of thc hair, the claws on a fly s foot which enable 
him to walk on the colling, and the spongy bodies between thc 
claws, which enable him to adhere,to glass and other smooth 
surfaces, and opens up the mlnuthu ot creation to thc view of 
the astonished beholder, .“where the unassisted sight no beau­
ty sees,” As a gift, or a present to a friend or child, It Is un­
surpassed. On receipt of thc regular price, 62,50, this Micro­
scope will be carefully packed In a neat box, and sent to any 
address prepaid. A liberal discount offered to agents and 
others. Address, GEO. G. MEAD, Post Oflice box 719, Mil­
waukee, Wisconsin, corner of East Water nod Huron streets.

51 ay 28. eowtf

The Great Indian Catarrh Remedy

Is curing thousands of those afflicted with a cold tn thc head, 
or Catarrh. It excites action without inflammation, and is 

the only remedy yet discovered, whether In the form ot n liquid 
or a snuff, that does not aggravate the disease. It does nut re­
quire thc recommendation of Congressmen to make it sell, but 
by Its own merits it finds a rapid sale and recommendations 
among those afflicted. x >

Dr. ll'iGom—.Strr Please send me one moro box of your 
Indian Catarrh Remedy. 1 have, been afflicted with a troubles 
in my head for years. Lost fall I went to 5tilwnukcc, and em­
ployed a prominent physicinn to doctor me. Did no good. I 
grow worse. I applied to physicians In my own town, and wns 
told 1 could not be helped. Aboilt three weeks since 1 wrote 
to you for a box of the Indian Catarrh Remedy; commenced 
using according to your directions; Iff a few days 1 began to 
get bettor, and am now able to be about'the house. 1 have 
moro faith in the poor old Senaca’s remedy than nil else, nud 
think It will cure me. T MRS. E. ABBOTT.

Jackton, IHl, 1864.
Sent by mail on the receipt of 50 cents and a 3-cent stamp.
Address by mall, DR. A. J. HIGGINS, Box 190a, Chicago. 
HL July 9.

STONINGTON LINE!
Summer Arrangement! .... Inland Route!

NEW YORK, VIA GROTON !
Cars leave Station of Boston nnd Providence Railroad for 

Steamer . . •
' * ‘ COMMON WEAUTEC, ’ ’

Capt. ,T. W. Williams, MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS and 
FRIDAYS; for Steamer -

“ J?UYMOXJTII HOCK,”
Capt. J. C. Geer. TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS and SATUR­
DAYS, at fi.30 o’clock, p. M., landing in New York at Pier No. 
18 North River, (foot of Cortlandt struct) connecting with all 
Railroad and Steamboat lines for the North, South and West.

Tickets furnished and Baggage checked to New York, Phila­
delphia, Pittsburg, Pa., Baltimore. 51 d., Washington, D.C., Dun­
kirk and Buffalo, N. Y., and tho West. Passengers for Phlladcl- 
Rhla, Baltimore and Washington, make connections with tho 

all road without Charge or ’I ransfer at New York. Breakfast 
can be obtained on board the boat nt New York, in season for 
passengers taking thc cars for the above places. ‘ Returning, one 
of the above boats leave Pier 18, New York, nt 5 p. M. Freight 
taken at lowest rates. Steamers* Berths and State Rooms 
obtained nt 76 WASHINGTON STREET, and nt thc BOSTON 
AND PROVIDENCE IL IL STATION, Pleasant street, foot of 
thc Common. JOHN O. PILES BKEY, A Rent,

Boston, July 23. 76 Washington Street.

DRUNKARD'S FRIEND!

THIS REMEDY will remove all desire for strong drink. It 
can be given secretly and without Injury to health. Send 

stamp for particulars with recommendations. Address, DBS. 
MELLEN A THAYER, Lowell, Mass. 5w* July 23.

hooks :

BELA MARSH, at No. 14 Bromfield Street, keep# con­
stantly for sale a full supply of all the Spiritual and lie 

ofrmatory Works, at publishers* prices.
All Orders Promptly Attended To.

tf Dec. 12.

WILLOW PARK WATER CURE.

AT The Willow’Bark Water Cure and Hygienic Insti­
tute, Westboro*, Moss., patients who have been given up 

as hopeless, nre cured by the sc leu title application of Water, 
Electricity, Swedish Movements, Light Gymnastics, Graduat­
ed Horseback Riding, and other Hygienic'Influences. Address, 
enclosing stamp for circular, 

July23-6\v DR. J. II. HERO, Westboro, Mass.
EMANCIPATION FHOCLAMATIOX1 

LIBERTY AND FREED05I OURS I 
AN AGENCY FOR THE THOUSAND I

tt3?* 5Ien, Women and disabled Soldiers desiring nn Agency, 
wiirplenso address, for further particulars, MRS. F« A. LO­
GAN, McHenry, AlcHemy Co., III. July 9.

AJC THE OLI) STATED,

NO. 654 WASHINGTON STREET, may bo procured every 
variety of pure and fresh Alediclnm Roots, Herbs, Oils. 

Extracts, Patent and Popular Medicines, together with all arti­
cles usually found In any Drugstore.

A liberal discount made tu the Trade, Physicians, Clalrvoy 
ants, and those who buy to sell again.

March 2G. tf OCTAVIUS KING.

: DR. J. T. GILMAN PIKE, 
Hancock House, > > - Court Square, 

BOSTON.
... 15. CIIII/O, M. D., DENrrST, 
60 School Street, next door East of Parker House.

... “I STILL LIVE.”
A POEM FOE THE TIMES, DY MISS A. W. BPBAQUE.

THE above Is the title of a beautifiil POEM, by Miss
Sprague, and is thc lost written by her which ha# been 

published In pamphlet form. It makes a volume of 22 pages, 
and was published by thc lamented author lust before her de­
parture for the better land. Thc Poem Is dedicated to the brave 
and loyal hearts offering their lives at thc shrine of Liberty. 
• For sale at this Office. Price, 10 cents; postage free.

May 23. tf '

DWELLING-HOUSE FOR SALE.
A TWO-STORY WOODEN DWELLING­
House, containing eight rooms, with an L, 
sit unted at “Cambridge Crossing,” hi North 
Brighton, Is offered for sale at a bargain. 
It Is on the line of the Worcester Railroad 
and the Brighton Horse-Cure—five minutes* 

walk from either Depot. There Is n good cellar; hard and soft 
water,obtained from pumps in thc kitchen: handsome shade 
trees skirt tlie sidewalk. There nro 10,500 feet of superior 
land, under cultivation, embracing Vegetable nnd Flower Gar­
dens, with a supply of choice Pears, Apples, Quinces, Cur­
rants, etc., etc. , ■ •

The House is pleasantly located, in a very good neighbor­
hood, close to good schools, mid Is considered quite desirable 
for any one who wishes n genteel residence a few miles in tho 
country, nt n moderate cost—particularly so fur a person doink 
business hi Boston.

C3f~ For full particulars, apply nt 1.58 Washington Street, .• 
Ruum No. 8. tf June 11,

FOR SIOOO I IN GREEINI3A.CKS

THE following described property may be purchased of tho 
-subscriber (title perfect): Over two acres of Chy Lots In 
thc 1st Ward of Ripon, Wis., finely located, being a spot select­

ed long ago for iny residence, ami fitted with trees, fruit, Ac., 
for that purpose; has over three hundred trees, fruit anti 
ornamental, mostly bearing—apple, cherry and plum trees, 
with shrubbery and small fruit; within hall a mile of n college, 
near the best mill and union school In the town, fronting two . 
streets, anil alleys on both the other shies. . ~

Alsu, a Tenement in a block of buildings, two stories, with 
wide corridors, front yard and strip of land with It, 20 feet by 12 
rods. Tenement and fixtures cost In cheap times over 8800. 
and is but little 'damaged; fronting a public square,; fenced 
lots also comer on the square. .

Apply soon. If you want it, as Ripon Is ono of tho most thriv­
ing little cities of the West, and the price may increase, as I re­
fused this sum'several years ago. WARREN CHASE.

Whitewater^ H7f., duty 24,1864. 3w—Aug. 6.

SCENES IN THE SUMMER LAND!
NO. L-THE PORTICO OP THE SAGE.

BY HUDSON TUTTLE.

THE Artist has endeavored to impress on canvas tho view 
ho has often bad clairvoyantly of a landscape In tho 

Spheres, embracing tlio Hume of a group uf Sages. Wishing 
those who desire to have the samo view as himself of that mys­
terious land beyond the gulf of darkness, he lias published II in 
the popular Carte de VIRTU form. Single copies 25 cents, sent 
free of postage. Usual discount to the Trade. Fur sale at thia 
ofllco. . June 25.

PROGRESSIVE PUBLICATIONS.

WESTERN DEPOT, No. 356 State Street, corner Harri­
son street, Chicago, 111. .

Agency for the “Banner of Light,”
AND ALT.

LIBERAL, SPIRITUAL, PROGRESSIVE AND
REFORMATORY BOOKS ATO PERIODICALS.

. KF* A fine assortment of STATIONERY, NOTIONS, PHO- 
TOGRAPUS, &c., will be kept constantly on hand.

Address, TALLMADGE Js CO., 
April 30. , Box 2222 Chicago, Ill.

Walter Hyde's Specialty.
720 BROADWAY, -- NEW YORK.

TERMS for Classic Instruction in the Art of Healing and tbo 
Development of Medin, Ton Dollars.

Lessons every week, Tuesday, Wednesday nnd Thursday.
Original Panoramic Views (painted on 1,428 feet of canvas,) 

always accompany tlie lessons.
Parties desiring to be magnetized, will please call on Fridays 

and Saturdays, Terms Qin sitting.
For further particulars, address as above, or any of the many 

ladles and gentlemen who have attended our classes, thc names 
of a few of whom wc subjoin: . .

Mrs. Nancy E. Miller, 51. IM Saratov Springs, N. Y.
Mrs. Mary a Lucas, 51. D., New York City.
Mr. I. Sargent, 51.1).. 247 Washington street, Boston, Mass.
Rev. G. II. Pool, Now York City.
Dr. II. S. Phillips, Westfield, Mass.
Dr. T. C. Faultier, Troy, N. Y. Aug. 6.

VERMONT BOOK STORE,

S<t 0. B. SCOTT. Eden Mills, Vermont. Books of all 
• kinds constantly on hand and for sale on most reasonable 
terms. A supply of now nnd popular works ns soon as issued. 

Also, for sale, any uf tho works advertised in the “Banner of 
Light.” ' Juno 11.

BOOKS IN BRANDON, VERMONT.

XKEEP CONSTANTLY FOR SALE all Spiritual and Re­
formatory Works which aro advertised in the Ban err or 
Light. MILO O. MOTT.

Marchis._________________

MISS Ju. HASTINGS,

TEACHER OF PIANO AND MELODEON, Vocal Music.
(Italian Method,) and French and Latin Languages, will 

visit pupils at their residences, or receive them at her own, 33 
Lowell street, Boston. Terms reasonable. tf—June 18»

WM. U. JOHNS OX, Dentist, Nassau Hall, Wash
Ington street, entrance on Common street, Boston,Moss.

March 26. ' tf 1 •



8 BAN NEK OF LIGHT. AUGUST 20, J864.

(Cyilbnn’s gqmrtmeni
BY Jins. LOVE JI. WILMS,

M We think not thnt we daily neo
About our hrnrths, iinip'h tlmt are to he, 
Or mny he If they will, nnd we prepare 
Their souls arid uim tu meet in happy nlr?*

C LEIGH HUNT.

AUNT RATIE’S STORIES.
No. 9.—Love and Selfishness.

Ah the glad Chrintmas time approached we were 
nil very busy preparing, according to our best 
means, .some gifts for tliose we loved. AuntRatie, 
with her usual patient, generous kindness, had 
assisted us each, and suggested tho best and most 
profitable use of our time and of our means. She 
always knew jnst which shades of silk would 
blend well, and which would contrast, ho that our 
needle-books and pin-cushions were never so 
beautiful before. She taught us liow to crochet 
little mats, and with her gentle words of encour­
agement our work seemed a delight

She had been talking to us about tho sufferings 
of tho poor, and telling us how much we ought to 
do to make life more pleasant to them, when Anna 
broke in: ,

“I never could understand why, if God is good, 
' ho lets people Buffer. If I could do all that ho 
can I would mako everybody happy nnd comfort­
able.” . .

“ You forgot, Anna,” said Aunt Katie, “ that 
there is but one way to bo happy, and that is by 
having a happy spirit. And has not my history 
shown you that it is far better to struggle nobly 
with adversity than to be helped? But some­
times wo can become angels of mercy to tho Buf­
fering, if wo yield to the best impulses of our na­
ture.” ' . .

“ What do you moan by that?” said I.
“ Why, wo havo good and ovil inclinations, and 

as wo yield to the one or the other wo show our­
selves generous and loving, or selfish and unlov­
ing. I can luako this plain to you by reading you 
another of Fred Staunton’s letters."

“Oli, how splendid,” said Anna; “how briskly 
we can work while you read; but first tell mo what 
is wrong in my stitches.”

“And just tell mo how many beads to string for 
the handle of this ampler,” said Arthur. “I feel 
so proud of being able to make it all myself."

’ “ Most boys think it a diBgraco to do anything 
ornamental or beautiftil,” said Aunt Katio; “but 
I believe they can bo just as manly, and bravo, 
and strong, by cultivating their ingenuity nnd 
skill, as by loitering about tho stores, or on tho 
streets."

“ You told us ono day that Freddie could sow.” 
. “ Yos, when bo is on tho seas ho lias no oiie to 
do a stitch of work for him, and so ho determined 
to learn to do it for himsolf. Ho can also braid 
beautiful baskets; ho learned of the natives of ono 
of tho islands of tho Pacific.”

“Oh,do tell usnboiitit,”snid Susie. “I thought 
it wns quite silly for mon to do such things."

' “ I will got tho letter and rend, nnd thon you 
will know nil.” .

Sho went for tho inlnid cnskot nnd placing it on 
tho table, sho unfolded again its treasures and 
took out tho package of letters, and selecting ono, 
slio laid it open before hor and read:

“My Dear Friend—It is ninny months sinco 
you havo heard from mo, but I feel sure thnt you 
have trusted nio nil the timo, nnd havo never 
doubted my faithful remembrance. I havo some 
strange adventpr'es to relate to you. You know 
I always told you that I,wns suro that n loving 
providence ordered tho lives of every child of 
earth, and that no one would over be forsaken 
who did his duty faithfully. I hoped when I left 
port the last timo, to be able to return with a good 
cargo, and to feel myself rich enough to givo up a 
seafaring life, and to dwell in some quiet homo; 
and I need not say that I trusted that I should not 
live alone.”
’ “That means,” broke in Anno, “ that ho meant 
to marry you. I always thought ho would; and 
you sec if lie do n’t.”

“Hush, hush, Anna,” wo said; but we all laugh­
ed as we saw her earnest, hopeful face.

“Excuse me, Aunt Katie, for interrupting you; 
I am so anxious to know that providence really 
intends to reward you for your goodness and your 
self-sacrificing love.” ■ .

“Our voyage was prosperous at first; but a 
strange and unaccountable accident occurred to 
our vessel in the waters of the Indian Ocean. We 
landed on tine of tlio islands Avhcro I hoped the 
ingenuity of the natives would enable mo to make 
repairs and proceed; but nothing but delays met 
meat every turn; and soon all tho officers and 
men, except tlio faithful Simon, declared they 
would desort mo, and, moreover, they demanded 
their pay. I of course could have reftised them, 
but I would not; sol made the best possible uso 
of my cargo, paid them' all, and was left among 
ptrangers, and with np means of accomplishing 
what I bad believed so near. ■ For tho first timo 
for many years I doubted tho good providence 
that had always kept my life. I felt lonely and 
distressed, and had it not boon for Simon's words 
of hope, I should havo given myself up to de­
spair. .

Ono day wo walked out together, and I told Si­
mon that I no longer believed that a kind and lov­
ing Father watched over our lives. .
: ■* Why would he forsake us so, Simon,’.said I, 
‘ if ho really existed?’

‘ Bless you, iny dear captain,' said ho. ’ God is 
often nearest when we think him farthest; I’ve 
just been praying these many days that he would 
show his love, and now I’m going to wait Do 
you suppose tliat tho hosts of angels got'tired of 
blessing us? I tell you they ’re only waiting a 
good chance.’

We had walked quite a distance, and suddenly 
camo upon a settlement of tho natives. Thoy 
looked miserable, and seemed most ignorant, nnd 
I felt great pity for them. Why not try to be­
friend them, I thought. That thought was one of 
thoso inspirations of love that, if yielded to, bring 
us tho suro return of blessing. I went .to them, 
and first learned their mode of life aud their lan­
guage. I spent weeks in making myself familiar 
with them, and then I began to teach them. I 
taught tlio women many ways of making gar­
ments, and I taught tlie men various methods of 
improving their modes of life. I grew quite hap­
py with them, for they loved mo devotedly. I be­
gan to feel as if providence had indeed brought mo 
therefor a good and wise purpose; I no longer 
felt doubtful of the kind care that kept my life; I 
was oven willing to be separated from you for tho 
sake of the good I found I was doing to others. 
‘ But soon there camo a groat tost of my self-sac­
rifice. A vessel landed that would have taken mo 
away and carried mo to my friends. I thought at 
first I would go; but when I heard the voices of 
my new friends entreating me to stay, the inner 
voice of lovo spoke within me, and I determined 
to yet serve theso poor children that I had found 
so ignorant, and that looked to me as their best

and truext friend. When they found whnt 1 had 
been willing to do for them, there was no bound 
to their lovo and devotion. They brought me, 
dally, some beautiful and valuable gift*; mid, 
finally, they promised to take mo to tlieir moat sa­
cred place, where they kept their greatest trea­
sures. Here they loaded mo with gifts thnt, ill a 
civilized country, would havo made my fortiino. 
I determined to preserve them carefully. There 
were pearls fit to grace a queen, rare kinds of 
wood, the plumage of beautiful birds, and very 
many specimens of stone, that I believed to be 
valuable. One beautiful moss agate I said should 
some day belong to my beloved Katie.

When I found myself quite a prince in my pos­
sessions, I began to long, more than ever before, 
to bear my treasures to you; but I would not for­
sake my friends. So I told them all about my 
home, and even about you. And then the love of 
these people showed itself. They said, * He sluill 
go,’ and they talked incessantly of my leaving. 1 
began then to watch for vessels, but none arrived. 
This I thought the greatest of misfortunes; but 1 
found it to be the greatest of blessings. I deter­
mined to see what could be done with the old 
ship, tlmt had lain dismantled for so long a time. 
I consulted the most cunning and wise of the na­
tives, and they proved themselves really quite 
skillful aud ingenious. They brought me timber, 
and found substitutes for almost all kinds of ma­
terial that I wanted. Finally, after weeks of toil, 
wo found ourselves possessed of a very comforta­
ble ship, and a hundred hands ottered tlieir ser­
vices to go with me, if I would promise to bring 
them back soon. This. I agreed to do, and we 
Bailed eastward, for I could not feel it right to take 
these trusting cliildren of tho isles far away from 
their beloved homes, and I thought that wo might 
land in California, from whence I could-find 
means to reach homo. I was right, nnd hero wo 
are. My valuable treasures hnvo been disposed 
of. Simon is to tnko the ship back to tho Island, 
and I, a rich and happy man, expect to bo with 
you by-and-by, to prove to you that there is over 
a loving providence that watches ovor our lives, 
and guides and protects all thoso who seek to do 
right.”

“ Oh, Aunt Katie," exclaimed Anna, “ then it is 
true? Capt. Fred is coming; ho will marry you, 
and wo shall have a great wedding. Oh, how 
splendid!”
• “ But I have not quite finished tho letter. Capt. 
Fred adds: But I must not forgot to repent to you 
ono of Simon’s benutiful stories:

There dwelt on a beautiful isle in the midst of 
the ocean, a prince who had two lovely daughters. 
He wished vory much to bestow every good and 
blessing on these children, for ho loved them very 
much; and as ho loved ono just ns much as the 
other, ho found it very difficult to decide how to 
distribute his favors. So ho called them to him 
and said:

‘My children,I wish to make you tho most 
beautiful princesses that over lived in the Beauti­
ful Isle, but I cannot do it of myself, for I know 
not how to choose gifts of beauty for you; but I 
give yon both tho privilege of choosing for your­
selves. To ono I givo tho power of blessing others, 
and sho shall gain what sho can, but only by first 
giving to others. To my other child I givo tho 
power of acquiring all sho desires for herself.’

Then the oldest ono spoke and said:
‘ Oh, fathor, give mo tho latter gift. I will be­

come beautiful, and wise, and good. I am sure 
every ono will estoom me the most beautiful prin­
cess that ever lived.’

Tho youngest one said:
‘ Dear fathor, I was about to ask you to bestow 

on mo the flrst gift, that of blessing others. So 
wo are both well pleased.'

‘ Now,’said tho father, * you shall go through nil 
tho realm, and shall uso your gifts, and when you 
return tlio people shall declare which is tho most 
beautiful, and which they will choose to sit by mo 
and administer my power.’ .

So thoy went out togother, these two maidens, 
ono with the gift of benevolence, tho other of self­
ish power. They camo to a beautiful fountain, 
whore many children had come for water, but 
found tho water too far down for them to draw. 
‘ Here,’ said Salina, tho oldest,1 is a chance for mo 
to try my power.’ And so with a glance of her 
eye all the children turned toward her, and some 
mndoapliice forhor toile on, and somo fanned 
her cheeks, and- some brought fresh leaves and 
bound about her tired feet But tho younger sis­
ter, Ahava, said, * See those dear , littlo ones, with 
empty pitchers. Let mo fill them from tho foun­
tain, and' bind about each handle a green leaf of 
tho cool plantain, that their soft, tender hands 
may not bo tired.’

1. Vulgar Conceits of Love.

When Salina had fallen asleep, thinking how 
good it was to have so many to servo her, tlio 
children returned to the fountain. There they 
saw their pitchers, filled, and each handle bound 
about with a soft green leaf; and near by stood 
Ahava waiting to kiss them, and to help tho small­
est and feeblest carry thoir burdens a part of the 
way. Thon they took a littlo water from their 
pitchers, and sprinkled it over the face and gar­
ments of tho loving maiden, who by the soft touch 
felt sleep creeping over hor, and laid down on tbe 
bank not far from her sister. . ' '

When they awoke there were no children by tho 
fountain, and Salina saw herself clothed in her 
worn, dusty garments, but Ahava’s were white and 
pure, and hor skin was fair, and her cheeks were 
rosy, and sho looked hs if slio had como from the 
beautiftil land where maidens clothe themselves 
in lilies and catch the hue from the white and 
blushing roses. . . ■ •

• What hast thou done, Ahava?’ said the-eldost. 
* Thou lookest as fresh and fair as tho morning, 
while-1 am dusty and worn, and my garments 
are soiled and tumbled.’ '

* I havo done notliing; but the children scattered 
somo droops from the fountain upon mo just as I 
fell asleep,’ said Ahava. .

* Oh, I know: this is the fountain of youth nnd 
beauty,’ said Salina. ‘I will draw water, and 
bathe in it, and then if a few drops havo mado 
theo so lovely, how beautiful shall I become.’

So sho drew water, and bathed herself in it; but 
it did not inal^e her look lovely, or her garments 
fresh and puro. So thoy journeyed on, Ahava as 
fresh and beautiful as if she had just como from 
her palace, while Salina looked liko a tired trav­
eler, whose step flagged and whoso heart was sad 
and sorrowful. '

Just at nightfall they came to a garden of fruits 
and flowers, and there many moro children and 
aged and infirm people were trying to gather the 
fruits and flowers; but tho fruit grow so high that 
the cliildren could not reach it readily, and the 
old and feoblo had not half filled their baskets. 
Salina turned her eyes commandingly upon them, 
and they all went toward her, bearing the best of­
ferings that thoy had gathered. Sho selected tho 
choicest and ate them, and laid herself down to 
rest; but Ahava said,‘The poor tired little ones, 
and tbe weary feeble ones, how hard it is for them 
to toil and reap so little. Let me gather for them.’

And so she filled tho baskets of tho littlo ones, 
and of tho feeble and old, and when thoy returned 
from serving Salina they found their baskets full 
of fruit, gathered from tho topmost boughs, and

nrmiiii! each basket was n wreath of beautiful 
flowers.

' This Is tho fairtntilden tlmt has done this,' said 
they, ‘and she shall ent of tho fruit that grow on 
the topmost boughs, Ahava atu us they gave her, 
and like Salina sho fell asleep.’ When morning 
camo and they nwoko there wns no one in tlio 
garden. Ahava arose refreshed and beautiful, 
and her eyes sparkled liko thu beautiful star in 
Lyra, while her face shono with a radiance liko 
that of tho flowers while thu dew was yet on them 
and the sun first kissed them. But Salina was 
languid and her cyo looked dull, and there was 
no gleam on her countenance.

* Why, my sister,’said she,1 how fresh and beau­
tiful thou art! whnt hast thou done to make thy­
self so like Aurora, the queen of the morning?’

‘I liave done notliing,’ said Ahava, ‘save nt 
evening I ate of thc fruit that tho little ones and 
tlio poor and infirm gave me.’

‘ I ate, too,’ said Salina, ‘ but they must have 
given mo what grow on tho lower branches, while 
to then afterwards they gave the fruit of tho top­
most boughs; it is that which is sweet and lus­
cious, and they say has divinest life in it.’

So sho gathered of tho ripest and fairest that 
grow on the boughs on the top of thu trees, but it 
gave her no freshness or beauty; and they travel­
ed on until they come to a deep ravine. Hero 
were children, also, and many poor and friendless 
ones, and thoy wore seeking for gems and rich 
metals; but tho children know not where to 
search, and tho others seemed bewildered and 
unablo to seo tho shining treasures. Salina with 
a word summoned them to her, nnd thoy gave her 
all the treasures thoy had found, and sho held 
them in hor lap and wondered if they were really 
worthy a princess like herself. ,

Ahava said, ‘ How weary thoy must bo, toiling 
hero with no one to direct them! These littlo 
ones only need some gentle words and somo 
wiser love to load them to the spot where tho 
most brilliant gems and tho rarest metals arc to bo 
found. So she began pushing away thc sand and 
rubbish till sho came to tho bright, shining gems 
and tho sparkling gold and silver, and whon the 

.cliildren and other toilqrs returned leaving Salina 
asleep, thoy were delighted to see before them moro 
gems than thoy hadfound in all the weary days they 
had toiled before. Thoy gathered tlieir leathorn 
pouches full, and then they said, 1 This is the 
maiden who has enriched us; let us weave her a 
chaplet that she may wear it forever.” And thoy 
began twining a chaplot for her, and they made it 
of diamonds and rubies and emeralds and amoy- 
thists, and they placed first a cluster of rubies, 
and thon of emeralds, and tlion of garnets, and 
thon of amethysts, and then rubles again, and then 
of diamonds. * Thus,’ said they, ‘ wo spell by tho 
first letter of each gem tho word R-e-g-a-r-d, which 
proves our lovo for her, and thnt sho is fitted to bo 
tho princess to reign with hor fathor.’

While thoy wore making it Ahava foil asleep, 
and when tho maidens awoke thore was no one to 
bo seen. As Salina looked on the beautiful chap­
let of gems that tho children and tho poor toilers 
had placed on tho head of her sister, sho oxclaim- 
ad, * Oh, how magnificent! let mo but wear it and 
thoy will all think mo the. quoen of tho realm.’ 
So she placed it on her head; but it would not fit 
and she was obliged to relinquish it to her sister. 
1 Lot us go home,’ said she, * I am tired and worn 
and soiled, aiid I have not a gift to bear back to 
my father while thou hast a fresh countonauce, 
fair garments, and this beautiful crown.’

And thoy returnod. When tho Prince, thoir fa­
ther, saw them, ho called together all tho wise 
mon of tho realm nnd bndo them toll which of his 
children was to rule with him. They said with 
ono accord, ‘ Why dost thou ask? Has not Aha­
va, thy daughter of lovo, beauty and fair garments 
and a crown, such as has never been soen in all 
the beautiful Isle before? Let her bo called tho 
Princess of Lovo, and lot her rule over us forever.’

And sho has been over since the greatest ruler 
that ever lived, nnd hor realm extended ovor all 
the earth; but yot Borno chose the maiden of sel­
fishness, and all such became liko her, with soiled 
garments and lifeless faces and without gems or 
gold or the regard of the good and wise.”

Aunt Rachel paused, but wo wore all silent, for 
wo all of us felt as if wo were not under the entire 
rule of the beautiful princess Ahava the maiden'' 
of Love. At last Anna said, “ I do believe, Aunt 
Ratio, that you are the-good genius of my life ! yon 
always toll mo something I need to know. But 
Captain Fred did not sny when ho should be at 
home, but I have tho privilege of guessing nnd of 
wishing; and how I havo a groat secret to toll to 
all except you;; So please lot us go out into the 
kitchen while you put up that beautiful letter.” 
Wo all followed, and Anna revealed hor great se­
cret.- . : •

Enigma*
BY X. E. W. X

I am composed of 30 letters.
My 7, D, 8,1,19,2 is a planet. . .
My 21,14,10 is a domestic animal. 1
My 18,16,17 is nn insect. *
My 30,.29,12,11 is a (prominent) part of the face. 
My 13,3,23,22,15 is a boy’s name.
My 6,10,24,5 is a coin. : '
My 4,25,2 is a metal. . ■ ’■
My 30,28,15,5 is a number. ’ '
My 23,22,26, 27 grows principally in swamps.
My 11,20,5 is a human organ. .• . " '
My Whole is thb title of a.widely known “ Hii- 

maue Association." . ;.' ’ .'

' Kiddle. ' .
' . ”' . -BY B. F. R. ■ .

I’m composed of six letters; I’m common but
. sweet; ■ ■ -.

By somelivingcrenturesl’mesteemedgood tocat; 
Take my first—and to some pensive maiden I’In 
; -dear; ' - ' /.- ■ . . -
Take my next—I'm not under the sod it is clear. 
Take my first, then transpose—and I almost re­

volve.
Go forth in tho summer if this riddle you’d solve.

Answer to Enigma by A. H. M.—It is a fool­
ish sheep that makes the wolf his confessor.

Answer to Conundrum by X. E. W. X.— 
Because she is something to adore (a door).

S. F. R., Pautucket, R.I.—Very “ acceptable ’’ 
is tho response to tlio pleasant words. Let them 
not be the last. Tho heart of childhood needs all 
tho golden gifts of lovo, and tho goms gathered 
from the most experienced and faithful. It is 
sweet to know that there are homes that open 
their doors hospitably, and send out tho kindly 
sympathies that reach where tho eye cannot travel 
or tho car bcar back messages. ■

Prices are higher by a hundred per cent in In­
dia than they ever wore before. The silver rupee 
worth about fifty cents, will not buy as much as 
twenty-five cents will in England. Articles of 
ladies’ dresses thero cost five times as much as 
they do at home. And yet India is draining Eu­
rope of specie and keeps it all. A plethora of gold 
appears to be as bad ns a plethora of paper.

Three »oy»’ McoHng.
Thu Spiritualists of Ohl Town, Milford, Bradley 

mid vicinity, will hold a tinea ilnys’ Ineetlng in 
Milford, on thu’Mth, 27th and 2Hth of August.

It is expected that thu Davenport Brothers, 
whoso celebrity Ih world-wide, will be present, nnd 
possibly tho Davenport Sisters; also, somo prom­
inent Spiritual speakers and lecturers, Among 
them, W. K. Ripley, H. P. Fairfield, U. A. Hny- 
den, I. P. Greenleaf, Mrs. A. A. Currier, Emma 
Houston, Susie M. Johnson,' and, wo hope, a host 
of others. All lecturers, mediums and Spiritual­
ists are most cordially invited to come and share 
with us our homes, hearts and hopes.

The friends here will make provision to accom­
modate those coming from a distance, and want 
every niche of room occupied.

Come! one and all! Lotus join hand nndheart, 
that wc may more efl'ectunlly work—

“ For the cause that lacks assistance, 
For tho wrong that needs resistance, 

' For the future in thu distance, .
And the good that wo can do.”

H. B. Emery,
Newell Blake, Committee

■ A. Rigley, of
I. M. Robinson, Arrangements.
J. J. Norris, 

Bradley, Penobscot Co., Me., June 25,1864.

Oounty Convention;
Tho Spiritualists of Boone County and vicinty 

will hold a Three Days’ Meeting, on Friday, Sat­
urday and Sunday, the 2d, 3d, and 4th of Septem­
ber next, in tho incorporated town of Belvidere. 
A free platform will be sustained. Each speaker 
will bo responsible only for his or hor ideas.

Speakers- from* abroad are expected to bo pres­
ent, among whom is Rev. Moses Hull, of Battle 
Creek, Mich. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all. Arrangements will be nuido to entertain 
those who como from a distance.

By Order of Committee,.
H. Bidwell, of Belvidere; D. Chapman,of Bonus;

D. H. Ellis, of Manchester; S. Wellington, of 
Caledonia; S. Lovett, of Spring; A. S. Royal, 
of Flora; Win. Wadsworth, of Leroy; H. Wil­
lard, of Boone, Committee. : \

Charles Gorham, Cor. Sec'y., Belvidere.

Vermont Annual State Convention*.
Tho Annual State Convention of the Spiritual­

ists of Verinont will bo held at Montpelier, Fri­
day, Saturday and Sunday, the 2d, 3d -and 4th of 
September. A cordial invitation is extended to 
all. Mediums and speakers in and out of. the 
State aro especially invited to bo present and par­
ticipate. Ample accommodations will be provid­
ed at Montpelier on reasonable terms. Arrange­
ments will bo made with tho several Vermont 
railroads to carry members of the Convention for 
fare one way. '

George W. Ripley, )
Newman Weeks, ) Committee.
Nathan Lamb, j ; •

George Dutton, M. D., Cor. Sec'y.
Rutland, Vt., July 30,1864. .

Groy© Meeting.
A Grove Meeting will bo- hold at Howland 

Springs, Trumbull Co., O., commencing on the 
evening of Friday, Aug. 19, and continuing Satur­
day mid Sunday. Rev. Moses Hull will be pres­
ent, and other prominent speakers and mediums 
aro expected. Ample provision will be made for 
frionds from a distance. -

Bazell Bowell, . 
L. Nichols, 
D. Cherry, 
Caroline Stull, 
Barbary Banduzzell,

Committee.
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LIFE, DEATH AND FUTURITY

Illustrated from tho Best and Latest Authorities,
BY HORACE WELBY.

Author of Predictions llrullzi-d," “Signs Before Death,” etc.

THE nlm of thc writer Is to render bh book ncceptablo to 
a wide number of render", therefore he Inis cbdenvurid to 

make II attractive by the mites and comments of expositor# ol 
our own time,as well as from tliose one red treasure# 01 learning, 
and those studies of Herlpture. which strongly reveal to us the 
relation of God to num. The most reverent I al regard for 
things«acrvd has been lustered throughout the work? and al­
though thc stores of classic thought and fumy hate been occa­
sionally resorted to for cinbeUbdimeHt and Illustration, tiieso 
have been employed us subsidiary to the Hplrlt mu! tlio Truth.

d CONTENTS: . „ „ t .
Life and Time; Nature of thc Soul; Spiritual Life; Mental 

Phenomena; Belief and Hkeptlclsm: AV but h Superstition? 
Premature Interment; Phenomena of Death: Shi und Punish­
ment; Thc Crucifixion uf our Lord: The End of thu World 
Foretold; Man after Death; Thc Intermediate State; Tho 
Christian Resurrection: The Future States; ThcRecognition 
of each other by thc Blessed; Adversaria; The Pilgrim’s Pro­
gress; Appendix.

^If* Price 91,50; postage free. For Sate nt this office.
_Aprll 

THE MISTAKE OF OURISTENKOM |

OR, JESUS AND HIS GOSPEL BEFORE PAUL AND 
CHRISTIANITY. By George Stearns. “The Truth 

shall mako you free.”
Taut I.—Whnt the Church lias had to do with Jesus.
Part 11.—What Jesus had to do with Christianity.
Part HL—Whnt Reason lias to do witli the Gospel of Jesus.
“The author ofthe above work, after stating thc pretensions 

nnd character of tho modern Christian Church, proceeds to 
argue that Jesus of Nazareth was not, and never professed to 
be, such a Christ as Is claimed by bls worshipers, and thnt tho 
system of doctrines und of ccclcslnsticlsm. commcnly called 
Christianity, did not originate with him, out with Paul and 
later writers; 'hence that thc common supposition, that Jesus 
was the founder of thc existing Church, her urdlnunces and 
doctrines, is a stupendous mistake of Christendom. Ha further 
argues that Jesus himsolf taught rational and truthful doc­
trines; but that his biographers, though sincere nnd honest 
mon, yet lacked ability fully to comprehend Ids teachings, nnd 
hence could record only their own imperfect apprehensions of 
his moaning; thnt he wns a pre-eminent example of humanity, 
and a medium of Celestial Revelations and Angelic Influences; 
and that the leading characteristics of Ids doctrine were—one 
God the Father of all Goodness—Nature tho Method of Divino 
Beneficence—and Heaven the Fruit of Virtue.

{’The author displays much ability, research, Insight nnd In­
genuity in maintaining these positions; nnd we judge estab­
lishes the more important part of them beyond refutation.”— 
A. E. Newton, in the N. E. Epiritualist.

” Wc think thc author hns succeeded in establishing a veiy 
important point.”—Herald of Progress. • ■

1’rlco 91; postage 20 cents. For sale nt this office. July &
NEW WORK BY EGBERT DALE . OWEN?

WILL bo published early in August, in a handsome volume, 
large duodecimo, a New Work, entitled, .. .

THE WRONG OF SLAVERY,
’I’lio Hight of 12miincli>aton> .

. AND THE .
FUTURE OF TH£ AFRICAN RACE IN THE UNITED 

, . STATES.

BY THE HON. ROBERT DALE OWEN.
In Ono Volume, J2mo. . . , ,. Price 91,25; postage IBconU.

' FOR SALE BY
MBS. H. F. M. BROWN,

Aug. 13.' ' 288 Superior St., Cleveland, Ohio.

THE WONDERFUL
STORY OJP IVAVAUJSTTIS ;

ALSO,

TOM OLARK AND HIS WIFE,

THEIR Double Dreams and the Curious Things that 
Bevel them Th eh ein; or. the Rosiuruician’s Stout.

By Dr. 1% B. .Randolph, author uf “rre-Adnmltc Man,” 
“Dealings with the Dead,” etc., etc.

Tho author, in his Introductory, says, “ In giving whnt fol­
lows to tho world, no ono can be more alive to the fact thnt 
this is tho latter half of tlio nineteenth century, mid that tho 
I resent Is emphatically tho era of the grandest Utilitarianism, 
to volution, Nntter-uMtact, aiid Doubt, Hint tho world ever 

know, than Is tho editor of the following extraordinary tale. 
He has no apologies to mnko fur uttering it—no excuses, oven 
as a novelist, fur departing from tho beaten track of ‘ War, 
Love.Hinder nnd Revenge;’ * Politics, Passion, mid Prussic 
Acid, which constitute the staple ol* the modern novel.”

Price $1,25, postage free. For sale at this ofllce. Mny 28.

Grove Meeting.
Tho Spiritualists of Ridgetown, Bradford Coun­

ty, Pa., will hold their third annual Grove Meet­
ing, August 21st, in E. B. Beckwith's orchard, 
threo miles soutli of Wellsburgh Dojiot. Speak­
ers engaged: Mr. and Mrs. William Palmer, J. 
W. Mapes, and others. All friends of reform are 
invited to attend. - .

Committee: Mr. A. H. Voorhis. J. Carley, P. 
Miller, Mrs. E. R. Beckwith. Mrs. E. Voorhis, Mrs. 
G. W. Mead. E. B. Beckwith, Sec’y.

Grove Meeting.
Tho Spiritualists and friends of progress of St. 

Lawrence Co., N. Y., will hold their third Grovo 
Meeting of this season in the grove of Mr. Herry- 
man, iu Parishville, Aug. 20 anil 21, commencing 
at 10 o'clock a. m. Speakers from tho Chicago 
Convention on their return East, will find a cor­
dial reception with us, and, if need bo, tlieir extra 
expense provided, for. Stopping at Potsdam, or 
Napp’s Station on the N. R. It, N. Y.

By order of Committee, Kev. Jas. Francis. 
Parishville, N. Y., July 14,1864.

BANNER OF LIGHT:
A Journal of Bomanoo Literature and General Intelli- 

■genoe) also an Exponent of the Spiritual Phil­
osophy of the- Nineteenth Century.

Published weekly nt 158 Washington street, Boston, Mass., 
by William White, Isaac B. Rich, mid Charles H Crowell.

LUTHER COLBY, Editor, assisted by n largo corps of tlio 
ablest writers.

Wo hope that none of our friends will withdraw tlieir sup­
port from tho Banner, on account of tho small sum we aro 
compelled to add to Its price, but trust they will sco thb neces­
sity of giving ns n moro earnest support, so thnt wo may keep 
tlio Banner afloat, with nil tho distinguishing features which 
have characterized Its pages, nnd mnko improvements ns tho 
advanced condition of minds require. Wo therefore ask tho 
aid and co-operation of tho frionds of Spiritualism nnd Reform, 
to enable us to continue to make It nn able mid fearless advo­
cate of tho Rights of Humanity and Spiritual Progress, and 
worthy of Its name. A very littlo effort on tho part of our 
frionds will place tho Banner in tho front rank of success, 
and.thus aid in sending tho light of Truth all over tho land.

Grove Meeting.
Tlio friends of Progress at Mechanic Falls, Me., 

will hold a Grove Meeting in the grovo near the 
village, on Sunday, Aug. 21st. W. K. Ripley has 
been engaged to attend, and other speakers are 
expected. A general invitation to all. .

Mechanic Falls, Me., Aug. 1,1864. • Per Order. ■

Annual Meeting.'
Tho fourth Annual Meeting of Spiritualists will 

be held at Centreville, Bradford Co., Pip on tho 
21st day'of August, commencing at 10 A. M.

Spencer, Pa., July 17,1864. - WM. M; Palmer, -

NOTICES OP'MEETINGS.
nosriTAtAAn Hau..—Spiritual meetings nro held In tliln 

ball every Sunday, at Its a. m. AU mediums aro Invited.
. . Dil C. 11. Rines.
C1IBUSA.—Tho Splritunllats of Clielaca liave hired Library 

Hall, to hold regular mootinge Bunday nHcmoon and evening 
of each week. All communications concerning them should be 
addreased to Dr.-B. II. Crandon, Cliclsen, Mase. The following 
speaker has been engaged:—N. Frank White, Sept. IS and 25.

Lowell.—Splrltuallau hold mootings In Lee street Church. 
“The Children's Progressive Lyceum'' meets nt 10H A. M. 
Tho following lecturers nro engaged to speak afternoon and 
evening:—Mrs. Sarah A. Horton, during August; Mn. E. A. 
Bliss, during September; Nellie J. Tcnnile, during October, 
Novcmbcr'aitd December; Chas. A. Hayden, during January.

Quilter.—Meetings every Sundny In Rodger's Chanel. Ser­
vices In tho tbronoon nt 101;, nnd In the afternoon nt '.’’< o'clock. 
Speakers engaged:—Mrs. Susie A. Hutchinson, Sept. 4; Mrs. 
E. C, Clark, Sept. 11; Mrs. M. S. Townsend, Sept, id and 25; 
Miss Martha L. Beckwith, Oct. 2 nnd 9; Mrs. Frances Lord 
Bond, Oct. 23 and 30; Mrs. M. Macomber Wood,Nov. <1 and 13; 
N. Frank White, Dec. 4 and 11.

Taunton, Mass.—Spiritualists hold meetings In City Hall 
regularly at 2 and 78 1*. st. Speakers engaged:—H. 1*. Fair­
acid. Sent. 4 and 11; Sarah A. Ilyrncs Sent, id mid 25: Charles 
A. Hayden, during October; N. Frank White, Nov. G nnd 13; 
Miss Susie M. Johnson. Nov. 20 and 27; N. S. Greenleaf, during 
December: Miss Mattle L. Beckwith, during January; Mn. 
Anna M. Middlebrook,during February; Miss Emnm Houston, 
March 5 and 12.

Plymouth, Mass.—Spiritualists hold meetings In Leyden 
Hall. Bunday afternoon and evening, one-half the time. Icha­
bod Carver, Cor. See., to whom nil letters should bo addressed. 
Speaker engaged:—N. Frank White, Sept. 4 and 11.

PnoviDEScn.—Meetings aro held In Pratt's Hull, Wcybossct 
street, Sundays, afternoons at 3 end evenings nt 7H o'clock. 
Progressive Lyceum meets every Sundny forenoon, at 108 
o'clock. Speaker engaged:—Charles A. Hayden, during Sep- 
temper. '

PbnrLAXD, Mb.—Tlio Spiritualists of this city hold regular 
meetings every Sunday, fn Mechanics’ Hull, corner of Con­
gress and Casco streets. Free Conference In tho forenoon. 
Lectures afternoon and evening, at 3 and 78 o’clock. Speak­
ers engaged:—Hon.George Thompson,of Englnnd, Aug. 28; 
Miss Martha L. Beckwith, Sept. 18 and 25: 11.11. Storer, Oct. 
2; Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Oct. 9: II. P. Fairfield, Oct. 23 and 30; 
Mrs. Sarah A. Byrnes, Nov. G and 13; Mrs. Susie A. Hutchin­
son, Nov. 20 and 27. - '

Old Town, Me.—The Spiritualists of bld Town, Bradley, 
Mllfonland Upper Stillwater hold regular meetings every Sun­
day, afternoon nnd' evening, In tlio Unlvorsallst Church. 
Speaker engaged:—Mrs. A. A. Currier, during August.

Tint FniBSDB of I’booubss will hold spiritual meetings at 
Union Hall, corner of Broadway and 23d street. Now York, ev­
ery Sundny. Circles, wonderful diagnoses of disease, and pub­
lic speaking, ns per notices in tho dally papers.

Cincinnati, O.—The Spiritualists of CIncInnaU linvo organ­
ized themselves under the laws of Ohio as a “ Religious Socie­
ty of Progressive Spiritualists,’’ and have secured Metropolitan 
Hall, cornet of Ninth and Walnut streets, where they hold 
regular meetings on Sunday mornings nnd evenings, nt 10H 
and 78 o'clock. .

LOVS AND MOCK LOVE|

OB, now TO MARRY TO CONJUGAL SATISFACTION 
By George Stearns. This le thc name of what thc Bos

ton Investigator calls " A very handsome little work," and of 
which tlio Boston Cultivator says-“ A more unique, racy and 
practical essay has not often been written." Its loading topics 
arc:— ’

LITERARY DEPARTMENT.-Original Nov­
elettes uf reformatoiy tendencies, and occasionally translations 
from thc French and German. .

MESSAGE DEPARTMENT.-A variety of 
Spirit-Messages from tlie departed to their friends in earth-life, 
given through thc Instrumentality of Mns. J. II. Conant, from 
tho educated and the uneducated, the wicked and tho holy, 
which go to prove direct spirlt-lntorcounw between thc mun­
dane and supermundane worlds.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.-Subjects of 
General Interest, thc Spiritual Philosophy, Current Events, 
Entertaining Miscellany, Notices of New Publications, etc.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT. — Original 
Stories, Poetry, etc., suitable for children's rending, by Mus. 
Love M. Willis, one of our most gifted correspondents. ’ .

ORIGINAL ESSAYS-Upon Spiritual, PhUo- 
soplflcnl, and Scientific Subjects. ■

REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL LECTURES— 
By Tranco and Normal Speakers. ,

All which features render the banner of Light a popular 
Family Paper, and at tho same time tlio harbinger of a glori­
ous Scientific Religion,

■ CONTRIBUTORS f . ' •
Henry T. Child, M. D., 634 Race street, Philadelphia, Fa. 
llox. Warren Chase, of Battle Creek, Mich.
Hudson Tuttle, Esq., of Berlin Heights, Ohio.
Uboroe Stearns; Esq., of West Acton, Mass. •. 
Hon. Frederic Robinson, of Marblehead, Mass. 
C. I). Griswold. M. I)., of Cleaveland, Ohio.
A. B. Child, M. I)., of Boston. Mass. •- ■ - - 
Professor s. B. Brittan, of New York City. . ,-
Horace Dresser, LLD., or Washington, D. .
Kev. Fred. L. II. Willis, of New York.
Uriah Clark, of Auburn. N. Y. : . •
W. W. II. McCurdy, of Albany, N. Y.
Miss Emma Hardinge, of New York.
Miss Cora Wilburn, of Lasalle, 111. ,
Mrs. A. M. Spence, of New York City. . :
Miss Belle Bush, of Norristown. Pa.
Mrs. Ejima Tuttle, of Berlin Heights, Ohio, '

And many otiier writers of note. .
TERMS OF SUBSOROTION, IN ADVANCE i

Per Year, . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - g3 oo
Six Month#, - - - - - • - - - - - - - - - -. 1 fio 
Single Coplea, .......... g cento each,
0T There will Ve no deviation from the above prices. .
When drafts on Boston or New York cannot be procured, wa 

desire our patrons to send, In lieu thereof, United States Gov­
ernment money. • . ;

Subscriptions discontinued nt thc expiration of the time paid 
for. - • •

Subscribers In Canada will add to the terms of subscription 26 
cents per year, for pre-payment of American postage.

Post-Office Address.—It Is useless for subscribers to write, 
unless they give their Post-Office address and name of 
State. •

Subscribers wishing tho direction of their paper changed from 
one town to another, must always give thc name of thu 7oim. 
County and Slate to which it has been sent. ' ■

Specimen Copies sent free. • •
Subscribers are informed that twenty-six numbers of

lanner compose a volume. Thus wc publish two volumes 
a year. .

ADVEimsEMKNTS Inserted on thc most favorable terms.
All Communications designed for publication, or in any - 

way connected with the Editorial Department, should bo ad­
dressed to the Editor, Letters to the Editor not Intended for 
publication should be marked ‘'private ” on the envelope.

All Business Letters must be addressed
“Banner of Light, Boston, Mass.,”

WILLIAM WHITE & CO.

Attention Is called to thc plan wo have adopted of placing 
figures nt the end oLeacb of our subscribers’ names, ns printed 
on the paper or wrapper. These figures stnnd as nn Index, 
showing the exact time when tlio subscription expires: i.e.^ 
the time pnld for. When these figures correspond with tlio 
number ot the volume, and thc number of the paper Itself, then 
know thnt the subscription Is out. nnd that tlie paper will bo 
discontinued,unless a remittance is made previous to this time. 
The adoption of this method renders it unnecessary for us to 
send receipts. ___________________

WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR THE BANNEB5
John J. Dyer A Co.. 35 School street, Boston.
A. Williams & Co., 100 Washington street, “
C. Thacher, 0 Court street, “
Sinclair Toi sey. 121 Nassau street. New York City.
John It. Walsh. Madison street, Chicago. III.
Tallmadge A Co., flrst door north ot the Post Office, Chi­

cago, Illinois. •
. RETAIL AGENTS; .

W. D. Robinson. No. 20 Exchange street, Portland, Me.
J. W. Bartlett. Bangor. Me. • ■ ■ •■
C. II. Anderson, 458 Seventh street, (opposite tho Post 

Office), Washington, D. C.
Sins. C. W. Hale, No. 031 Race street. Philadelphia, Pa. •
E. E. RODINSON, No. 8 Market street, Coming, N. Y.

^3^ Publishers who insert the above Prospectus three timeit 
and call attention to it editorially, shall be entitled to a copy of 
the Banner one year. It will be forwarded to their address OH 
receipt of the papers with the advertisement mdrted.

7. Perils of Courtship.
8. When anil Whom io Marry,
9. Guido to Conjugal Har­

mony,
10. Wedding Without Woo­

ing. ’

2. Whnt thc Poets sny of Love.
3. Conflicting Notions of Love.
4. Characteristic of Mock Love, 
ft. Rationale of True Lovo.
6. Tho' Pathotism of Love’s 

Pretensions.
Price 25 cents; postage 5 cents. For sale at this office. '
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