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| ,MY HUSBAN])’S SECRE’I‘

- the yary antlpode of Fann
" Joyous, “the othier Teticent and .geave.  Bhe smpiled

“whenl spoke mertily. to“her. bnt she never laughed
- mot e!pp when, playlng with Bldne]. .who was now &
_ fat, lxealthy. rpbust hoy.

-nals, she would go on like & «clook wound upy quietly,
-~ evenly, till ehe had ta stop, from some. interrption ;

,oonld"dbeeribe ‘them ‘minutely, even"'to thelr dress

.and then would dlsappear for ‘an’ bour bat seldom

_absetice, Her favérite” resort’ wltlx
" old house, and if there was a 'j.rm. nunny day. she

. ;gfenf pleaaa:e ln sitting on the o1d mill-glone

o un od: honee aa we lnteudod,.my kustand’s Silness
. pnvenl.lng avy attention to.it; bat J kept the'key

. derlng travelers from entering.

"1 had olten thought, of. the paper labelled—¥ For my

" vpad and re.read every note, lqtter, or extract in his

o whmlt first atirg
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BY A. I*POBTEB

\"u" o ‘OHAPTEEXIU. et toen!
¢TIt ¥as long before 1 beeamp dnqnalnted with Em-
ma Vinal, though ‘weé llved tbe eame houee,
and ate,’sat snd wirked in’ pany ‘She was
, the one all frank and

s e
She seldom pommenced a- oonveraatlon, but when
T asked her about Windsor, and-Eer: friends, the Vi-

her world hitberw hed been the; litsle ;village circle,
and to ber there were no heroeu llke the gteu.t men |
of that small placs, . B e
Mr. Evans_had' resided thm many yga
was eleoted from that distriot to Congress. Eama
had resided near hiim, ‘and -his bouse, garden, wife,
ohildren, domestios, were all known’ to her, and ehe

and daily employments. : ‘When we' werb:sewing, 1
often “'wound her up,”-just to seé how lobg'she wonld
talk’s ‘and ber icnjoyment . was: 8o great in it, that 1
took mnob pleasure in lietemng 3 bnt. it B lhlrd pe
son eame 1n, 3f it were 0o one bnt annt Hanng

even.a.sobool girl, she shrank ‘baok. within lxprlelf
sud preserved a silenoa that:was painfal, '

Bhe seemed fond:of walking, for alrhoet every day/| -
she would :say— I-am gofng ot for ‘8 little while,””

referred to abyllﬁqg Which she Bav, dr heard in her
idney was. tbe

d ,aup. w notu,ken dawn

hangiog in the kitchen .of . my own house, not that
tllaye was anything valuable. to Jock. up, but partly
from force of habit, and partly to prevenh any wan.

. .One day beforo wlnter set in, 1 at.arled for tl:e old

mt, thinking. to find an anclent fire-set whioh still
remained there, but the key was missing ;. and sup-
poslog Biduey had used it es a8 plaything, 1 bogan
my. pearoh through_the house, and came at:last to
Emma’a room, where sho was sewing wlth the baby,
88 wo still called hlm—by her alde. -
. #T'do wonder where the old key Is,” Isaid. Qan
1t be that Sldney bae thrown it away 2

To my great sutprise Emma blushed, and appeared

med I thought she mnet mlenndereund me.

“ I mean the  key to the old honee.” I aald.

R Xee ma’m." ‘said she, appearing etlll more ng.
iupd, and, putung ber band. in her poeket. 4 Ex-
o ] me.” she aald in a low, hall-trembllng voloe
$ took it and went in yesterday,” . .

o ' Why, my ehlld " I sald, “this need w't trouble
yyq-, ,Ton may g0 as:often a8 yon please. . T like to
£0.0n08 '‘in awhlle myeelf but it’s & gloomy house
Jfano’. foa aq;-an;er. 1 have gome . pleasant asso-
olatlona wlth At that !qake lz very dear to me.”

~ Bhe made no reply, but, Jooked so_sad and forlorn
nbont. the matter, aa Itahe had pemmifted  orime In | ©
olng there, that ;1 ran_ away, - with the key in my
nd, thioking she was & queer Jmlg body,, .
lahonld meyer, however, have u:onght. of it gggin,
ad not 8 elngular olmamaunee ooonmd B0Mme
"’, ka ,alterwarde. The. carpenter, who,, buil, our
use came to me for. some epeqlﬁeatloae Which he
vlehed in l:la bnslneee. and I had promised & oopy |
fpr hhn. He remlnded me of thle promise, and hay:
inga lelauxe bour, one rainy day, I went to ' Y. bug.
bhnd'u deelr-the desk whish 1 had not;opened sinos
tha day Ifell il Maurioe had advlaed me nat to do
0, fs be had arranged my buelneee,eo that it would
not be aeoeeeary for me to trouble-myself abont it.

qua.” bnt as it was lald with notes and recelpts, |
puppospd. it only & bnelneee document, and while |

\lnd ﬁritlng. 1 avolded thps paekage of papers,, He
. vrlwen 8 great deal-—nom on his hlelm'lcal
intw, on & course of ohemleal 1 prpe—-yaleable
" T804 an gardening, &s., &o.. These had afforded
h‘ mueh Mutisoment, and . was very. glad to Tet,
$hese papery Tomain upresd, , - o b 4
‘ ﬁ“m"v %Y opened the deek, I was qtarlled %
,n:'“ dista l:m' ‘issing. . I was sare that I:had].
 Morh (tor 1 W, ainoe, the day,- ‘when, with. great
v Afor1 was yory mak, then) I had replaced it
%d:my notioe. I wished to be
enn, however, that 1
A!‘tlo:: carefally fl'm’:“‘:g:larned it,and took every
not there—some other bany:
it .. The key had . never lent:? n/ln'l:: :::; :;r:!o; e;
whioh it wag attashed, T .WOre Somsiantly, exosptin
ighte when LIald I o the Bt g3 SLePAIE
.mwmr used it, must have had ‘aq
Wae it atrange, um ;
g ntents of the desk- jmu., (s
maaner.of Bp "
4941 b0tk key, ehwldmmo 1:'; 6
ot ma’ll hoomparative. nraamthmb trl

Mll" mlnuts choerver, dnd: It
wh iy fan

notloe. 8ho must hiave known wbere 1 kept that key. !

{my prlvate paperb? There wad a bix near ihe
| with &'fow' nra old oolne. bt every otle ¥ was It lu :

tordo? * Barely, not aneuae ayoung gir! and » stran:
Dd | gor ‘of thefe1: A ‘poor, friendless child, entrusted to

'Mre Har;non. 'a pa.le. ,ead woman. in bleeln Bhe

.| window near which I eat, and wishing all euch re-

| bore it patiently, but I was: sure he felt the-ohilli-

gesk, but the paper was| -

with my watch. |-

tbe 0on-
lhnuve me
2 o0, 1 Judge ber to-be afectionais, but d ittls diy:
'« PO0TTed, andiyet fu gombtont with unng;:;

and yot:what ehnnld such s ohild g that wleb' with

s

iplaoe’s” thm was also b box of jewels. ‘Some rluge,
jabd two ‘or three’ tdthne breulplne, which must
sutely have had more cbarms tor's yonug glrl thau
o o1d papérd.* No, ‘b, it could siot be Edmi.’ 1 Tooked

by stime mietéke have been. ‘alipped 1o With theti-—
bat it wds’ xiot ‘there.’ ' In' one package; 1 fancled s
part had been removed, ‘for the band’ Wae loose, and
on refling them ' I notised'that they were nnmbered
from one o twenty, dnd’thiat numbers ntne and teid
‘were thiasing; but whether they -had Been” removed
since my | husband’s death, I had no AN of ‘aboer.,
taining. ' ‘But I'wes becoming véry aueplelone and
uncomfortable, and I olosed-the desk to alt down and
thlnk. e l.v""w.vv, ERARFH S |

The more 1 thougbt, the ' mom perplexed 1 became,
Ll ronelng myeell with ' endden impnlse, Tpre
pmd for 8 Velk. The ¥aln was over--ond” clear
‘bide: spét ' gave promlee of & fide evenlng, and I
'walked rapldly in the ‘diredtion of the parsonage—
and had proeeaded morb than a mile before I stopped
{0/ nik ‘myself dellberately-“ What are’ you golng

you for prot,eetlon I” When I put the matter in 'this

blupt way, I was atartled at the rapidity with which

I'had come to eoaelnelone. No, it was absurd, | had

no doubt mislaid the pepar myo%:—-perhape in my*
flindss. - Oonld aunt Hannah ?—XNo; no; “for: I had

found the' 'key In its safe’ bldlng place the first day

that ['was able to leave my rdom withott asslstanoe’
| Then'I thought of &1l the strange things which peo-

F | ple sometites do in thelr aleep. snd in fllness, and.

[ wondered: it I oonld have been thne nnconeelonh of

iny own' aete. e

T waa‘elnetant to belleva lt and aame u; the eon-

eluelon tlxat Iwas lnnoeent of any, stich “outrs pro,

oeedlngs Meanwhile, )1 valked on tlll 1 fonnd my;

self at the pamonage door' ; 1t was opened for md'by,

wae Alwaya fn blaok. . 1§ naver eaw her ln uolore, an
m ppepred }whenevarl aaw her to havaon tho eame y
{ soant. Yan kr.hluk !l“:rnd arga' a1
mnelln oollar<*8he did ot smile when she’ met me, ]
bat. gava her hand which was large and cold, and
did nol retarn the presnnre ‘of mine.  Bhe aeked me
to walk fn, and seated'me in'a ﬂreleee parlor, sl
was warm from walklng, IHelt s endden ohill, and
wrapped my shawl closer aronnd me, L.
o Wonld you llke to peo. Mr. Barmon m ehe aeked
turnlng toward me with a look in her aold blue
eye, which _sesmed to eay, “ l’m aure rou did not
come to see mo.” |
1 was taken qnite abaek. Iwas hoplng ebe would
consider this a rrlendly call, . -
"4 Not particularly,” I replied. . uy pame ont for: a
walk, and stopped-in-a" fow momenta to say good
evening, Do mot duitnrb Mr. Harmon, if he s
busy.”? .. - ‘
“ He le newr eo buay that he eannot attend to
Ahoso who wleh to #ee him?
“ Tbank you; do n’t oall blm, for I eannol stay
Tong,” 1. eald, beginning, to feel 'y eensatlon ef oold-
ness that strock to my heart. -, .
Bnt she insisted upon calling hlm. anra that I bad
some §mportant communication to make, and I was
left alone for some -minutes, looking ronnd op the
nicely farnished room, darkened,. excepting one

ceptlon reome 1n the River Styx, when Mr. Barmon
came fn,. -,
I had evidantly lnten-npted lns etndlea, tbongh he

ness of the room, and was not_genial as usgali; 1°
have often bepn amused at the different deportment
of- buebande 1in: the .presenca .of theic wives: soma
are more brilllant, anqxat their pase— the presence
ol tl:e ,loped one lneplmﬁ thewm s others sre.hushed
lnw Mllence, nnd sretire, trqrn, tbe ﬂeld leaving the
wite' full contro)...- Mr, Harmon was peither. of theee,
and yet wblle he took the ¢ laboring oar’” he was not .
quiet and easy - lnw hle mannar. and wal oanlloaa in
malrlng amrtlone. OO WG
1418 Emma well 9 ha aeked. after nwblle.
.1 .had. been walting for Mrs.- Harmon : to ask the
queation, bt/ she ‘had apparently lorgomn the eXe
Iathhos of the Ohildy, - wwoix b dr vl G g
T answared in;the eﬂir atlve. and. aeked ln retnm
if Bh, h&d nnll'or;n be&u R P B Y
i 4 Yen, 1 tblnk;eo,"uldur. Harmpn.z TR
) Bhe, I & vory. peooliar:. ohild,”..said ;bis mlre.
“she might, b . siok - for days, and .you' would n’ -
knoy,lt. saye: by her leeeened sppetite, - Bhe'is very -
ooreblee . ity ini ol : ; '
+11 Jooked at, Ml‘i Hamon- ; &
~#Lthink,” ho:sald elowly, " thats ebe is :enmln e
beotmee sho has never had s companion of her own |
sge- to trust and :love. The,. people:with: whom she |
lived., were. aged; and eomewbat dluppolnud)lnd !
soured Wigh thy world. Y ey i e
« 1 never could make bu- ont.” #ald *Mrd. Harmon,
# When' she 'was with mp-E to-hot: tbluk she' epokg
twenty words 4 day. seldom ‘withous :my -pemngq,o
her. 0 e i TR RTERO it ';'ux‘,
¢ She has had- «tronblq,” oaid ’ the gebd itmm. who |
was always looking on the best:'side of/humat 'wa:
ture, # and . trouble makes’ the: young old Ihibpe
you may win. ber confidence; Mis, Pérryy it 1 mlt-
take not, you will-be rewarded ih: your eforts 1 de !

llvl"-

trastfol.”? . RTINS ll.». ity o dina
biK-oould web that. thd‘hnebind sy a*lmle featful

et npreased .qon

‘hs

ﬂdeneer.h

7’)1

prelelod ) be wlﬁhed md”te mlve of! Emmb- Ee
| walked with me to the gm.usdnd~ o
rd | %L m doply lntereeted i
you will’ ‘be patlent wigh
may ‘s’ mistaken “Tn- bé{' g
thought that | benbath e_,

ot'a fiap eharaeler »
+ 1+ 1-catinot may.
T over the Hités of bills; 'old’ notee, &3, lest this’ elxehld ghe 'edhveremon’ 'of Ms"

Bhraates, but ”WT
that, ee’ Iﬂlhd beg

mined ‘to- treat: bt withi: -itlf(wllme frankness:and
confidehod’ 88 Nghal, Babf,;
become of that?. Uatil that'
pect, thap (other handy- uiw‘pilne hiad ’9pened itie
aeﬂk- ' ’ T pivie [ view of hlpa,pr rather, in imitation .of the. other.

Tima paeeed, “The. fine -Mud' :
and gene. and wlpter falrly ngtln. Maurlde weaat

wloNhe

;na Vinel. and bope
sculiar’ ‘répervg.

e wes lhe atel;l

", 10 Yo

\revlewlng
morl Anpe 1

mmg«bat I Aster-

il '
P )'Whn d bad
“foqnd l mneuae-

home, snd. I bad much of maoalety _Afzer dinner
he icamb in aud sat’ awblle‘lglviag methe news of
the day, and reading slopd - AnY interesting | Artloles
from the papers. Littls Sidaey had leerned tolove
bim, and to find hie place on his knes. The'arni
chair was abpreprlaled"to th6' Judgs, - Baoma, who

to dinner. -It was very dallgbtlnl to bave ‘him iead

for his volce’wae fow, well’ modnlated and pleaelng ;
then he was famiiar with’ tha hlelory of ‘bur doun-
try, and fully éxplained:to'mé any newep‘per yofer-
ences to politios be' pnblie men wltlnhleh Fwss ‘ndt
familiar. Emma would' ‘gensidlly bribg bei work
#nd oit in ths 'room; and* tbongb‘nlent. was,' | thlnk'X
inferested In the conversation, but he "hever ex-
preased it in her’ oonntananee. Manl'lee M not

annoy bim, -

eyes,” Ldon'C] beliévs in these st nndemonsirative
people' ererybody hés’ l, oerlaln share gl wleked.

_m qd“‘pﬂ‘

", ]strange ways. Buspicion fow bigah- to ‘take form

| slow 0 suspeot, and rememiber that : eneplolona elr

s | prejudioed: agalost Emma, and would st onoe pro-

H buelneds, and I dreaded to-do this:'!

‘ dore goolal and easy in her: manner; and ‘dven sedric

wae very lhonghtful ln&‘all theee 1ttle mamu, wonld

.....

fancy the elﬂld and hel‘ vary preeenee nppeued w

 wghe reminds’ me,” hie-sald, “of an old ellent of
wine who annoyed me yery much; she l'ae thie same
tarn. ol ttio_bead, and ‘' the " same e;pmslon of the

ness, | nnd lika the hnmore of the body. It 'ls balter
to' be’ont eomewbal tban’ "to be working on the vltal
organs within.”?
I agreed with hlm. bnu would.. not”knowledge
{hal she must tiscessarily bs) dsoeptiva bessuse ohe
lhgungé p-Judpy of charaos
m-. I,wag sorry to ﬂnd that ho tlma ragp'ded Emma.
1 notiaed ‘that t/he key of the old_ bousq reme,lned
eonatently in lu .place now, and fearing, ehe wad de-
priving hereelt of a plensdre, L neked her cue day to

newepapers, there for me. For, tha first time since

up aud her step qule\en.

Do n’t. hael.en." I said; o take plenly o time,
for 1 am going to. glve Sldnay ‘hisibath, and theh he
wlll eleep a8 oonple of honrs, and I shall b abeorbed
{n my reading.”. TR .

. Bhe obeyed me lllerally. and: remalned all tbe af-
ternoon. returning in time for tes, bringing the pa-
pers that I wished with her. "I bégan tothink she
must be a little antiquarian, fof on my questioning
ber she sald that she had been ln l.l:e garret all the
time.” -

For some d ye afte tble 1 was enge.ged in‘exam-
ining the'ne " Maurice had been telling me
of Burr:and Hpnflton, and I wished to examine the
artioles written at the time, I'had with - great care
and labor seleoted : the nnmbere I wished and ar.
ranged them on- the carpet, when -my roguish-boy;
thinking, I sipposs, to arrange them after a fashion
ot :his own, gathered them up dnd threvr thedl all
into confusion, .': . - o .
: #You naughty child!’{ exalalmed and taklng
him up hastily I oarried him into Emma’s room, not
stopping: to knook at her door. :Bhe #at upon her
trunk mear her bed, busily engaged In reading a
manuscript of some kind, whioh; 88 sdon aa she saw
me, she' throw behind- her and:1doked :much con:
fused.' For'a second .I was Irresolutd what to do,
bat Sidney eprnng from my arms and Emma rose
to take him,: RS
..+ Please take hlm a little wblle,”l eald. “ tbat 1
may arrange .those newspipers- again,” and then
walked deliberstely down stairs, where I sat for five
minutes, motionless, lost in speculating apon Emma’s

pol

and shape, and there came to my heart an 'evil sug
geation to searoh her room; but I.recoiléd from it,
for 1 thought of what my father: used ‘to eay, +:B¢

ourhstances are not proofa?: .- .-

/It is slogular that. I now beoame pmmed of A
atrong desire to see that: paper, aiidday and ' night
was revolviug in' my mind:some.way to ‘prooure it.
Onoe’ or “twloo I way'on’ the ! polut:of speakink’ to
Maurlod o the subjeot; but I’ knew he was already

'| moumoe - het guilty; aud attribute - her ‘offence to Wo:
mahly catiodity, ‘Then he had told me that he would
fnform me whenever it was: necossary to examine
baginess papers, and 1 -must give myself notrouble
abdut the matter, The lost paper would: lmrodaoe

-+ Bome days pmed. and with the exeeptlon of ooon:
slonal timed of féserve and 'melaneboly, Emma grow

od to try to win .my affeation-~b :Gomimodity which
$.bad in store for'het whenishe catne, hat'having no
tage. for: It for 86 long s time; it-had polled in the
keeplng - 1 missed my ‘waroyhearted,: 1mpulalv5
Fatny} ller Jottérs, though rather sad/Werd a sodroe
of uoti'pleasure £6 mé, - 1'scardely kidew] however,

him any. T o
+T'shall be along lm'e agaln this avenlng. atesven |
o'clock, and if you wlah t0 eend anythlng. 1 wlll
take It e

simplicity 6f the Géspel; which thesa robu repred
sent, bow my heart wonld njoleo e '

B ‘Tm IR 0
asevery letler had Qor:n throuph lhe hande of 815
ter Aligs, and’ her‘ ﬁendaa wu nleo reqnlred
whenever wp walked. out.l l:ad no opporlnnity to,
I}mallit. But one day, nnp( “aa\,qmlng &t oy, llttle

watohing spme blnejayn pleklng the seeds from the'
shrubbery, abd” wlahlng’ on 1 ‘8o emleelly. that 1.
were & bird, jnet for.u, ! few da(e. Teawa eovered‘
wagon, driven by & fian with a broad brimmed bat,.
and white coaty:and reeognlud bim, 896 oort of ex-
press-man or carrler, that comes often_with grooer-.
fes and packages from ‘the vmage. Slster Alics al-
ways attended [ blm, (everylhing 18 very system-
atlo here) I’ opened my window.to_get & bester;

girls, who ‘often watohed his coming with the expeo-
tation of & paaknga feorn Noie, ' He™ had ‘at this:
time nothigg bnl some tea and ﬁonr, bat 1 heard

l
+1 know of no enande l.o day. but you may eall !
An idea ,poppe;l into my head euddenly, as'] eaw

Bister Alice, with her whlw 8000p of 8 bonnet and
her black serge dress; and when we met at dinner,
I asked her to come and eee mé in-the evenlng. ‘AS.
we were sitting together ln thé twllight. talklng, l
eaid 'to her, lavghivgly's

+ Come, Bidter Aliee,}ﬂt me 8ee how 1 'll Took Ini your

dress. Woo knowe, but 1 may beeome a Blster of ;
your'Order yet ; lot ‘ine try on'your ‘diess and eap.
Bhe willingly oonaenbed. aird “really, aunlle,l waa
not such sfrlgbt a8 you mlght lmaglne, aven the
good Bister’ ileeed me, and sald:

+Oh, my darllng. it you could be olelhed in the

Ll

lretnrneg berearaee, aud ' sald, 'I{ I were only

as good a3 y(ln1 dear Blbter. I would ‘be ‘sare of !
heaven. '’

Bhe stood, wrapped in a.shawl, her long, beautifal -

hair hanging over her shodfders. "I wound itid a
tress arotrid her head,  and placed upn it & wreath |
of white ﬂeware frem my drawar-then. without her :

knowlog: what' was dolng. Ithirew over hef & white |
moelhr.. --‘ '/
whlte. full throat. Al thln tln;e 1 wal slyly watoh-
tbg the window, and, ‘a8l expeoted just afterwards
the old Quaker ntobpad at the gate. I threw on
her slsters’ bonnet which lay near, and run out of ;

go over tq lhe old garret and examine some files of [¢ha room, and was at- the gate before she had time

to guess my . mind. I moved -very slowly, and

ber coming to me T observed: her ooum.enanoe light walked as demurely as the Principa), when I came

within elgbt. -of the wagon-drlver. I handed him
my letter, and told him that ‘was ail the packege
this evening. The houeet Quaker never suspected
merand I returned quite elated with my suocess,
"{and was dellghtad to find the Bister just disrobing
herself, but’ loeklng g0 sad as she held the white
wreath in her hand. Instead of rugping after me,
a8 I feared, she bad evidently stolen a look at the

could wholly subdue her pleasure in her comeliness,
But there was somethiog in the Sister’s face 80 ead
and so regretful, that I'could not help tbrowlng my
arms round her, and sayiog, :
+ Are not you eorry you bave vowed never to be &
bride?. .
. +No, nol” slle replled, ‘take oﬁ' this dreee. 1anm
uncomfortable in it ° 0

Dear, nnanapeeung goul, if she bad only kmown
what I had been doing, bow her pure goul would
have been grleved 1 Wasn't Ilucky? ¢ :am think.
ing now how L'oan. get 8 letter from Frank. This

Now; I know ‘you will look yery grave, and say,
Honor thy father,’ &o.; .but, auntte, dpn’t class

would thoughtléssly fling happliness. away. No;
were I not sure that my father was wrong, I should

life away in thig bloody war, without the eoneola.
tion which my friendship glves him” .

» wPoor Fanny 1”” Isaid to myself, she is mng;
and while the Judge came in a3 usual that .eyening,

to bring theee two, father and daughter, into more
intimate frlendehlp “with each other.

- More than'a year had now elapsed since my hns-
bnnd’e deatlx. ‘Thad lived retired, seoluded from all
socloty, save the few. nelghbors who called ocos-

and then & ocall from-Mr, Harmon, and the daily
visits of oy brother, « Adnt Hanneh ” had been very
nelghborly and kind; bt fora week she had avold. -
ed the house, and whanever T wont there, she putonan
air of distanpe:and reserye, whioh I thought very on.
beeoming jn_oné ‘in her poaillon. ‘Bometimens 1’
thought’ hhe was sadly dleappolated beeause Rosetts,
her nleoe, bad falled to' moke' the aplendld tiatoh
which.had: ‘been propo,sed for. lxer fn New York, : Per. -
bhaps her kindness to me. after my husband’s death,
had arisen from the thought that it was juet a8 well ;
thst Rosotta had bt inatrlod futo the {amlly, for her
trlumph wonld hq.ve been 60 ehort o

'Whon I found sunt . Hannab so orabbed at homo,l
I rofrained.from golug tbere, but, like all disagreea- :
ble people, she was dewrmlned to make me unhpp..
by, grea 1f she took the | ‘trauble to ome, to « by
Elws”.. Emms. -had . lmpmed 8 & compagion, and ,
sive'the suéplclons circumatances whioh hadTed nis ;
té gl zl pxlrau her, was nore genlal than I had over,

thaepbe wife would not glwlae aU favorablé ad Loy

s ')N e il g z 'AI byl "‘17”1)51

bt algar ot conpd et

)l e dna v

Sk Bn it e

g B Lonrnt

window, looking tlf the, 0ld trees jn'the lawn, and; |

-y pm-la aw\\nd ez "

mirror] Never yet lived a beautiful woman who

will be more difficalt to accomplish; but.love laughs :
at loekemltlre, and hunger, makes, the timid bold. -

me - amodg : those . wild,  reckless girlg, who .

be more scrupulous; bat 1 must not let Frank fling

80 ‘bland and g0 thoughtfal of my comfort, I longed -

slonally, and from all gontlemen’s soclety, save now .

great rellef he was not eurprleed &t m! nnep!olone’
" Yodng gitls often bad great curioslty, and bb‘llad
déen it d miaoh bifatit, vesorvod Poople, as’fb 't
puleive’ ‘tétiperavionts; like'Pavny.” -+ 1o S
Then'bs qneelloned me mlnately, qulu llke &‘laﬁ’
yer, 1 thbnght s sl
' # Where was the paper when you falnted ? Wbéﬁ
did you keep it from the time you discovered it tieab
¥ou, till you' were able to replace It in the drawer
- Now, a8'no one was in the room from the dnla I
falnted Il I 'way ablé‘to tepldce it, aud as theiseal:
ing ‘wax was unbroken when 1 found it beslde n':e. i
was sure that no ‘one knéw'its ‘contents. et
" #'Where was it qhen T wae wnn my fntber so
many weeks?? - ¢
. “Inmy desky but 1 hed the key with me, anil
ain sare the desk was looked when 1'came lmme."
“Are yon sure the paper was there whan yon rb-

| turned #2-

“ It mugt have’ been, of oonm, though 1 eeuld*a'l
swear positively to the fadt ; but' I am sure the'lock
haa not beédt tampered wlth. and ehr;thlng wp in
order 1t the desk.” T dm “sure -1 ‘did not mlu the
paper till after Kfoma oame here.”

The gobd méa mused awkhile, then’ begged me ﬁot
to Judge Bmma hastily ; ho'conld learn in' tidie’ if
she wére guilty, He was so considerate and kind -
and sympathized so thorenghly with me in mvP“‘"

| plexity, that 1 ‘felt ‘much relieved. ‘But <v¢h he

could kot olear Emins, st my anxiels 8t the losd
of the paper: bedsine 80 gheat; that: ¢' longed % pnf
| the question'to ket 'at onoe, * 3is impatienod was
somewhat increased, and wy suspicion confirmed
by sunt Hannah, who mmé over- one dsy, her knit-

“Jng-work: ln band and eeated lxereelf for a nelgb.

borly oAll, -

» Emma nlwn / leappemd vben annt Hannal! »

Joame, a3 & feightened deer flies the hunter, and - 8¢

5001 B3 816 WS fairly out of her seam needle’ llmna
and Sidney were oh their way to the old house, |

nah; “she haunts ‘the.old hong like s cat. ' I'af
| very suspioious of Buch sly, stlll bodiés hs she le, dnd
if 1’m not much mleuken, ebe nlolwa book lrom bcr
| houpe the other day.¥ . ‘

- A atarted aaif I had been etrnek. and’ llelee
Bl06a" rusk to wy (woes | s 3

. # Yon meed n’t'look " 80 angg,” eald the honle-

swear to ber taking it, but she wasin looking over
our books'in_the old secretary, in what used to be
the cbildren’s room, and . the very. vext day I was
there for pn old receipt book'that’s been in the
house ever sinoe Mrs. Perry’s day ; there was nothing
In it I wanted bout a piokle receipt, and it was solled
aud one cover off—'t wan’t worth two cents, but I
remember seeing it there & few days ago when I put
things to rights ; and it bad in it, ' Flora Perry to
Mrs. Bmith.” 1 suppose it once- belonged to the Mrs,
Bmith that lived in the old house. It’s of no gonse-
quence, but straws show which way the wind blows.”
All T could say in reply was that »it was an
odd thing for a child to take,” but | thiught to my-
self- that the child must have a strong passion for
antiquities; she owght to be an agent for the Boston
Antiquarian Soolety.

“ You had better watoh her,” said nunt Hannah,
“for wo don’t want any more scandal about the
family.”

Ilooked up in surprise, but I sald nota word,
only prepared mysolf ¢o be tortured. I had often
read of the Indians’ torfuring their capiives by slow
fire, and of martyrs burned at the btake, and I have
sometimes wondered how the vletlma folt as they
saw the preparations, No doubt many repved them.
selves to endurance, thinking lhe‘ time short before
{death would dome to their release.  Now-when aunt
Hannah commenced in this way,l rallied sall my
forces of éndurance to maintain .the. slege. I wasg
gtill ellent ; this vexed her, and she eommenced n‘ain
on Emma!

- wI'msure I don’t know but the child le well
enongh and Ibave never heard a word of harm
about her, but the Judge says he should think you'’ i)

‘ weary of ber for company ; he thinks she is n't mora
than hall’ wltted—but if. report gpeaks true, :op
do n't depend on berfor company.” "

Again [ felt the hot blood tingle in my veins,. m;
1 thought there was virtue in-silence, and went on
with my sewing, doing my work on the wrong n}de,
{hough. o " . ;

" Bllenee glves consent.” o

# Mrs, Prioe,” aid 1, now thoronghly ronaed l.nd
a8 usual with me on such’ oocasions, saying the very
thiog 1 ou$ht not, “Mrs. Price, I perceive you have
dome here to vex me; it I have given any cause of.
offence,. tell me, for I am ignorant to .what jouwal-
lude, and lnnoeent,l am Bure, "of intentional wrong.”

" #Very innocent, no doubt, and hlind as & new-
born kitten, but all your nelghbors see it if you do
not.”

I should not have apoken bere, but  did, and that
very lmpallently. it I

" Boe what "I aald. I, ¥°° hl“ l".V l°°°'lr
tion, make It at 0noo; tble plov torture is ungndur-
able.” el
Bhe had now tbe power over me, and ebe need It
. wQh yes; you don’s know thiat all Bursside l.q
ringlog with your. engsgement. to: tho Judge!. And .
the geqeral oplplon is, that mr 'idonhood 18 to bo
short”

" Now, reader, I havp, alnady ehom you m,e,
though the moat, prominent cbaraater in, , this story,
fam Bot, lhe herolne, nop have, I the qwmu to

the followlog 8!+ fit1 3hu - |aaprosed " slip! woidle d b°°°'l‘°', Y'bad ‘cordjuded, as:
Ef:l;:e?g:n::e-hl st 1l you of my'siddies yoo' flal Ao ;v:r P Lp.patispt awhile but || !ke to the «h“d‘ ‘;’ Y pvmentar, bPF 1 forgos all
Vrday ln gotting & otier 1o Fanl* 1 ad whithen | I-ponld moti holm inimy. w!ht! forvthe ) paper, of J"’ "“l““““' d“h% poe "‘dmnﬂ#m& and X
bty of UB m.., wind séilod utd s0p 1t b opeeing iy whels Beart bo My, Hasmioo (14 was 4 | § do thiakT oouid have seen W PI ouspkeoper.abat .

.
Yad gl

. wThere goes that strangochild,” esld sunt Hen:

keeper, “ it aint & book of any value, and 1 won't -

make one. 1 ehould hm bepn very meek and dove-
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