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^Spiritual, Reformatory and 
Miscellaneous Books

•Apocryphal New Testament.
Being all the Gospels, Epistles and 

other pieces now extant, attributed in 
the first four centuries to Jesus Christ, 
his Apostles and their companions, and 
not? included in the New Testament by 
its compilers. This is a valuable work 
to every student, scholar and investi­
gator, while there is within its pages 
enough of the marvelous to excite the 
interest of the most wondering of chil­
dren. Cloth ............................................ $1.25

Bible of Bibles.
Or, Twenty-Seven “Divine Revelations." 
containing a description of Twenty­
Seven Bibles, and an Exposition of Two 
Thousand Biblical Errors in Science, His- 
toSy, Morals. Religion, and General 
Events. Also a Delineation of the 
Characters of the Principal Person­
ages of the Christian Bible and an 
Examination .of their Doctrines. By 
Kersey Graves. Cloth, large limo. pp. 
440 ..................................................................$1.75

Postage 10 cents.

•Biographic Memorial of Luther Colby.

Founder of the Banner of Eight, by the 
pen of his co-worker for many years. 
John W. Day. The volume is replete 
with personal information, poetic trib­
ute and friendly memory Bound in 
cloth, with portrait of Mr. Colby. .. $ .50

Biography of Satan;

Or. A Historical Exposition of the Devil 
and His Fiery Dominions, disclosing the 
Oriental origin of the belief in a Devil 
and Future .Endless Punishment. Also, 
the Pagan' Origin of the Scriptural 
Terms, Bottomless Pit. Lake of Fire 
and Brimstone. Keys of Hell. Chains 
of Darkness, Casting out Devils. Ever­
lasting Punishment, the Worm that 
Never Dieth. etc., etc. All explained. 
By K. Graves. Cloth, pp. 123. with
portrait of author .....................................$ .50

Paper ........................................................ $ .35

Cultivation of Personal Magnetism.
A treatise on Human Culture. By 

Le Roy Berrier. Pamphlet, pp. 109..$..50

•Edward Burton. *
A Metaphysical Novel, by HeniV

Wood. Cloth, pp. 300.............................$1.25
Paper covers ........................................$. .50

Esoteric Christianity and Mental Thera­
peutics.
By W. F. Evans. This volume con­

tains a series of twelve lessons or lec­
tures.,. Cloth ............................................$1.50

•Gleanings from the Rostrum.
• By A. B. French. The “Gleanings” 

consist of twelve addresses delivered at 
different times by Sir. French, who 
needs no introduction to our readers. 
Mediumistic from youth, and recogniz­
ing at an early age the source of his 
inspiration,4 he has ever been a free 
channel for an unobstructed flow of the

most advanced knowledge concerning 
the life here and the life beyond. 12mo, 
cloth, pp. 299. with portrait.............. $1.00 

Postage 10 cents.

•History of the Origin of All Things, 
Including the History of Man, from his 
Creation to his Finality, but not to his 
End. Written by God's Holy Spirit 
through an Earthly Medium. L. M. 
Arnold Published by direction /OL the 
Spirits, and. in God's Will, submitted 
to a Holy and Searching Criticism from 
cverv Earnest Seeker after Truth.
Cloth ..............................................................$2.00

•“Life."-------
By William W. Wheeiet. "Life" as 

a story turns for its intrinsic interest 
mainly on hypnotism, and on this the 
philosophy of life on which the phe­
nomena rest is Impressive!? expounded. 
Paper .........................................................■’■$ .50

Cloth ............................................... $1.25

Life Beyond Death.
Being a review of the wi l id's beliefs 

on the subject, a consideration of pres­
ent conditions of thought and feeling, 
leading to the question as to whether 
it can be demonstrated as a fact. By 
Minot J. Savage, D D. Cloth..........$1.50
'Lizbeth.

A Story of Two Worlds. By Mrs. 
Carrie E. S. Twing. The Story of 
“ 'Lizbeth" is true to life in essentials
and is so simply and beautifully told as 
to hold the reader's deepest interest 
from the initial chapter unto the close. 
Wit. humor, pathos, bursts of elo­
quence. homely philosophy and spirit­
ual instruction can all be found in this 
book. The style is similar to that of 
Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, and it is 
not too much to assert that the gifted 
author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin" was 
not far away when Mrs. Twing’s hand 
was penning the neautiful story. Cloth, 
12mo. pp. 354.............................................. $1.00

♦Mollie Fancher.
The. Brooklyn Enigma. An Authentic 
Statement of Facjs in the Life of Mary 
J. Fancher, the Psychological Marvel 
of the Nineteenth Century. By Judge 
Abram H. Dailey. Jud^e Dailey has 
proved himself a most competent bio­
grapher. and has done a deed of great, 
value in presenting to. the public, in 
book-form, the principal events in the 
life of Miss Fancher. Cloth. I2mo...$1.50

• Postage-10 cents.
! Mysteries of the Border-Land;
Or. .The Conscious Side of Unconscious
Life. Also the Second Part of the 

.Volume, “The Golden Key; or. Mys­
teries Beyond the Veil.” By Mrs. Net­
tie Pease Fox.............................................$1.50
Philip Carlisle:
A Romance by Carlyle Petersilea. Cloth, 
12mo..................................  -............ $1.25

Poems of the Life Beyond and Within.
Voices from many Lands and Centu­

ries, saying, “Man, thou shalt never
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Spiritual, Reformatory and Miscellaneous 
BooKs, Continued)

die.” Edited and compiled by Giles B. 
Stebbins. New edition. These Poems 
are selected and arranged with the hope 
that they may help to make still more 
clear and vital an abiding sense of the 
reality and nearness of the immortal 
life, and of the power and beauty of 
the spiritual life and light within us— 
the truths of the soul. Here are the 
Inspired and intuitive statements of 
the great Tact, Immortality, in words 
full of sweetness and glory and of a 
divine philosophy. Cloth ......................$1.50

•Principles of Light and Color.
Including, among other things, the 

Harmonic Laws of the Universe, the 
Etherio-Atomic Philosophy of Force, 
Chromo Chemistry, Chromo Therapeutics 
and the general Philosophy of Fine 
Forces, together* with numerous dis­
coveries and practical applications. Il­
lustrated by more than two hundred en­
gravings and four colored plates. By 
Edwin D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. Cloth. 
8vo, pp. 560 ........................... ’................ $5.00

Postage 25 cents.
Religion of Spiritualism; Its Phenomena

and Philosophy.
By Samuel Watson, author of "The 

Clock Struck One, Two and Three." 
Thirty-six years a Methodist minister. 
Mr. Watson’s long connection with one 
of the largest and most influential re­
ligious organizations in this country, to­
gether with his well-known character 
for integrity of purpose and faithfulness 
in the discharge of every known duty, 
combine to render this a book that will 
attract the attention and command the 
studious perusal of thoughtful minds. 
It is eminently well adapted to place in 
the hands ot those whose attachment 
to the faiths, and forms of the Church 
incline them to have nothing to do 
with the subject upon which it treats. 
New edition, with portrait of author. 
Cloth, 12mo...................................................$1.00
Review of the Seybert CemmIssioners’

Rebort:

Or. What I Saw at Cassadaga Lake. 
By A. B. Richmond. Esq. This able 
and comprehensive work should be read 
by every thoughtful man and woman 
who has heard of the Seybert Bequest. 
Its clearness of statement, its unan-. 
swerable logic, its scholarly style, at 
once original and forcible, its vigorous 
mentality, and, above all. its loyalty 
to the highest principles of truth and 
justice—all combine to make this work 
a valuable addition to the advanced 
thought of the day. Cloth. 12mo. 
pp. 244 ........ ’.......... .....................................$1-25

Right Knock.
A Story. By Helen Van-Anderson. The 
author, in her preface to the fifth edi­
tion, says: “The unnumbered letters 
of gratitude, the kind words, the warm 
hand-clasps, the many testimonials or' 
sick beds forsaken, depressed spirits 
revived, vices discontinued of physical 
and moral strength regained, prove that 
the work of the Spirit is not to be 
measured by punv human standards of 
judgment. Pp. 317 ................................. $..50

•Volney’s Ruins; •
Or, Meditation on the Revolutions of 
Empires. Translated under the imme­
diate inspection of the Author, from the 
latest Paris edition, with his Notes 
and Illustration. To which is added 
“The Law of Nature.” and a short Bio­
graphical Notice, bv Count Daru. Cloth.

........................................  $ .75
Postage 5 cents.

SECOND EDITION

The Demonism Of The Ages,
AND .

Spirit Obsessions in Spiritism and 
Oriental and Occidental Occultism 
Dy J. M. Peebles, M,. D. A. M.

Contents.
Evil Spirits and Their Influences. Chi­

nese Spiritism, Demoniacal Possessions in 
Japan and Korea. Demonism of the An­
cient Greeks. Demons in Jesus’ Time. Ob­
sessions, Witchcraft and Insanity, Swed­
enborg and His Obsessing Evil Spirits. 
Spiritualism as it is. etc. Thirty-three 
chapters. 382 pages, cloth, gilt lettered. 
Price.$1.00. Postage.18 cents.

PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
By Prof. James H. Hyslop,

Vice-President of the Society of Psychical 
Research

■ BORDERLAND OF PSYCHICAL RE­
SEARCH” treats of Pseudo-Spiritistic 
Phenomena.

"ENIGMAS OF PSYCHICAL RE­
SEARCH” treats of the supernatural.

"SCIENCE AND A FUTURE LIFE” 
treats of the scientific investigation of 
Mediumistic Phenomena.
Ench book $1.50 net. 12c. each postage.

1 '

A Guiding Star
A NEW PUBLICATION.

"The Guiding Star" is a record of 
teachings and testimonies by members of 
the ;’Sta.r Circle Spirit Band." It coitb 
tains' nearly thirty portraits of members 
of the Band as photographed by a spirit 
artist during the seances where their 
bodily forms were manifest to the as­
sembly.

"The Guiding Star” is a 16mo. volume 
of 428 pages, beautifully printed on heavy 
fine white paper, bound in silk cloth.

Price, $2.50, postpaid.



BANNER OF LIGHT ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

WORKS BV
LILIAN WHITIN6.

THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL. First, Sec­
ond, and Third Series. 3 vols. 16mo. 
$1.00 per vol. Decorated cloth, $1.25 per 
vol.

Cannot help being uplifting and inspiring.
There is a delightful sense about it of be­

, ing lifted out of tlie prosaic every-day du­
ties of life into a newer and more sun­
ny and. above all, more spiritual concep­
tion of these prosaic duties.—New Church 
Messenger.
AFTER HER DEATH. 16mo. $1.00. Deco- . 

rated cloth. $1.25.
We find a firm belief in the possibility 
of communion with the spiritual world, 
dignified by a beautiful philosophy inspir­
ing high thoughts and noble purposes.— 
Whig and Courier.
FROM DREAMLAND SENT. Verses of 

the Life to Come. 16 mo $1.00. Deco­
rated cloth, $1.25.

Graceful, tender, and true, appealing to 
what is best in the human heart.—The 
Independent.
THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE: or.

Death as an Event in Life. 16mo. $1.00. 
Decorated cloth, $1.25.

It suggests and hints at the ultimate sig- 
noficance of scientific investigation witli 
relation to the totality of thought in a 
very fresh and, suggestive way....The 
spirit of her book, like that of its prede­
cessors, is admirable.—The Outlook.
KATE FIELD: A RECORD. With por­

traits, including one by Elihu Vedder. 
12mo. Decorated cloth, $2.00.

A. volume rich in side-lights upon distin­
guished personages of this century, both 
here and abroad.—Philadelphia Bulletin.
A STUDY OF ELIZABETH BARRETT

BROWNING. 16mo. Decorated cloth. 
$1.25."' 
The most virile picture of Mrs. Brown­

ing in all our literature... .A distinctly 
valuable addition to our*Browning litera­
ture.—New York Times.
THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL IN BOOKS.

16mo. $1.00 net. Decorated cloth, $1.25 
net.

Miss Whiting leads her readers on and 
on through many delightful pages where­
in the great thoughts of great writers 
are touched upon with bare discrimina­
tion and critical power.—Boston Trans­
cript. " ■ ,
BOSTON DAYS. Illustrated. 12mo. $1.50 

net.
All the famous names associated with 
Boston pass in review before the readeT 
of this apotheosis of the intellectual life 
of Massachusetts.—Boston Herald. —

\ THE LIFE RADIANT. 16mo. $1.00 net. 
Decorated cloth, $1.25 net.

, No one can read the book .without hav­
ing a clearer perception of the meaning 
of life and of the infinite possibilities of 
the human soul in its process of advance­
ment—Chicago £hronicl4.
THE OUTLOOK BEAUTIFUL. 16mo.

$1.00 net White and gold, $1.25 net.
Miss Whiting’s new book deals with the 
mystery of death and the relations be­
tween life, that now is and that which Is 
to ■ come. • „

THE JOY THAT NO MAN TAKETH 
FROM YOU. 18mo. 50 cents net.

In this book she has succeeded in giving 
a spiritual interpretation of the seeming 
direful disasters that beset us and then 
with steady hand holds forth the box of 
priceless ointment that shall heal our 
wounds and fill our hearts with that su­
preme joy of which she writes.—Banner 
of Light.
THE FLORENCE OF LANDOR. Illus­

trated. 8vo. In box. $2.50 net.
Miss Whiting describes the beautiful 
"flower town" of Florence, with which 
Walter Savage lender's name is undy- 
ingly associated, and makes live again 
to the reader some of the 'great writers 
who have been so closely associated with

FROM DREAM TO VISION OF LIFE.
16mo. 181 pp.. $1: White and Gold, $1.25.

This book teaches hs how Spiritualism 
is the only faith which fills every demand 
of life and death. It cheers the droop­
ing and downcast; ii builds up new hope 
for the despairing, it fills the days with 
the sweet companionship of ohr best be­
loved. and guards our rights with the 
inceasing watchfulness of undying love.— 
Banner Of Light. -

Gne vs. Slow Science.
By J. G. DALTON.

The main purpose of these works is to 
provide useful and sure data in the as­
tronomical part- of the subject, which is 
so defective in the usual trade produc­
tions. The books are got up In first- 
rate style and sold at lowest prices.

The Spherical Basis of
• Astrology

Gives continuous Tables of Houses for 
latitudes 22 degrees to 56 degrees, both 
north and south, and four other tables 
needed in making true figures, with am­
ple instructions, and exposure of errors 
in the ordinary tables and methods; also 
an account of Standard Time in this 
country, and how to use it. with other 
scientific points much neglected.,

Cloth. Price, $2.00.

The Sixteen Principal 
Stars, Etc.

THIS IS WHOLLY NEW, 

and fills a great vacancy in the theory 
and practice, giving their positions and 
aspects, for 1824-1948, with instructions 
for use in Nativities.

Contains also the first correct epheme­
ris of Uranus and Neptune tor 1835­
1816; and one of Neptune from 1799-1835. 
the only ephemeris of the planet for that 
period. This Jatter separate is 15 cents.

Paper. Price, 70 Cents.
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There are vari-
Caniille Flammar- ous methods 

ion and Psy- used in com- 
chic Research bating the evi­

dence that human personality survives 
bodily death. Perhaps nothing is 
more perplexing than the silence 
maintained in unsympathetic quarters 
when a distinguished man of science, 
whose opinion is taken at full value 
on any subject other than psychic ex­
periments, takes a position of endorse­
ment toward spiritistic conclusions. 
But the earnestness with which these 
same centres publish recantation of 
such conclusions by eminent men, is 
amusing.

Alfred Russel Wallace testifying in 
conviction of spirit communications, 
neither press, nor pulpit, nor scientist 
give prominence to the testimony; but 
let a rumor get afloat that he is doubt­
ful, and every printed sheet from the 
metropolitan daily to the “boiler plate 
weekly” finds space for the informa­
tion, and from a quarter to ha whole 
column of mush and nonsense is 
thrown at the readers in the name di . 
sanity and religion.
\ This time it is Camille Flammarion, • 
the famous French astronomer, whose 
apostacy is heralded throughout the 
reading world, ^,

Hardly have these “great public ed­
ucators” sold their information (?) 
when we are authorized by M. Flam-.,

NO 1 

n

marion’s American publishers, Henry 
B. Turner & Co., of this city, to say 
that by personal communication, the 
great scientist denies the report that 
he “no longer believes in the contin­
uance of human personality after bod­
ily death,” in these words:

“There is not one word of truth in 
the story. The work that you are 
about to issue will, on the contrary, 
prove indisputably the objective real­
ity of psysical phenomena. These 
phenomena are absolutely certain to 
every impartial observer who has been, 
able to give sufficient time to their 
study. My work on ‘Some Natural 
Unknown Forces’ will contain the re­
sults of my experiments with the fa­
mous medium Eusapia Paladino, and 
with the principal mediums since the 
time of Allan Kardec.”

Now note the attention this plain 
statement from the author himself 
will attract.

The energy displayed by mankind 
in resisting the message of .the dead 
must cause wonder even to the an­
gels.

*

The evidence that the
Congo Free King of Belgium has

State maintained a lobby in 
this country for the purpose of pre­
venting congress from considering the 
atrocities of his diabolical work in the- 
Congo Free State, proof of which has
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of children supposedly under the im­
mediate care of the government.

“6. Great injustice in the admin­
istration of the courts,-so that the na­
tives dread the name of Bona, as the 
place where the judicial system is cen­
tralized.

“7. The sending out of punitive 
expeditions, not for the purpose of es­
tablishing peace and order, but for the 
purpose of terrifying the natives into 
paying a tax, which, as administered, 
even the commissioners regard as in­
human.”

NO ATTEMPT AT REFORM.

“It is to be remembered tha. these 
are not charges brought against the 
Congo government, but findings of 
the commission appointed by the chief 
executive of the government to inves­
tigate-and report on the facts. Acting 
upon these findings a second commis­
sion; also appointed by the king, has 
recommended measures of reform. No 
steps have been taken to adopt them. 
There is no evidence that the Congo 
government' is undertaking seriously 
to remedy these evils.

“The powers which created the Con­
go government have clearly a right 
to call that ggvernment to account. 
Inasmuch as the United States gave 
its nominal support to the establish­
ment of the Congo government, it is 
justified in giving its moral support to 
any undertaking to secure conditions 
in the Congo that will not disgrace 
civilization.

“We wish to assure you that' for 
any measure you may adopt, in order 
to give the powers such moral sup­
port of the United States, you will 
have our earnest and urgent approv­
al.”

The letter is signed by the Rev: Drs.

OF LIGHT 3
Lyman Abbott, Henry Mottet, Wil­
ford L. Robbins, George W. Knox, 
Charles H. Parkhurst, John P. Peters, 
William Richards, Anson P. Atter­
bury, the Rev. Percy S. Grant, and 
William Jay Schieffelin, William H. 
Douglas, Charles R. Schirm, Spen­
cer Trask, George Haven Putnam, Ev­
erett P. Wheeler, Robert C. Ogden, J. 
Pierpont Morgan, Willis James, R. 
Fulton Cutting, J. Cleveland Cady and 
W. J. Havemeyer.

M
The careful house-

Robbed by the keeper has felt for 
Dayton Scale, a long time that 

she is the victim of high prices,’but 
few doubtless looked for a deliberate 
plot to steal from her in weight. The 
mayor of Omaha seems to have left 
no room for doubt on the subject. In­
structing the inspector of weights and 
measures in his city he gives th£ fol­
lowing killing evidence:

“A demonstration of said scales 
made before me with representatives 
of the Dayton Monpy Weight company 
present disclosed the fact that a large 
number of the money value figures 
are wrongly placed on the chart of 
this scale, said figures being set too 
near zero, so that they are brought in­
to indicating position before there is 
enough weight on the scale, thereby 
resulting gn the systematic short 
weighting of the buying public. While 
it is true, there are sothe money val­
ue figures on the chart of this scale 
which • give a slight overweight, yet 
the number of values which result in 
short weight are so many in excess 
of those which give an overweight 
that the net result of the use of such a 
scale is to defraud the public as above 
stated.

“In this connection I quote from a 
decision by the United States circuit 
court of appeals, sitting at Cincinnati. 
O., before which a thorough test and
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examination of this scale was made in 
a pending action. The opinion of this 
court was handed dowrt on January 
9, 1906, and is in part as follows:

The circular of the appellee 
(meaning the Computing Scale 
company of Dayton) above set 
fqrth produces a strong impres­
sion upon our minds that the 
scales in question were designed 
for the purpose of enabling the 
users to impose upon the purchas­
ing public by inducing the belief 
on the part of the latter that they 
were getting what they were pay­
ing for when in fact they were 
nbt.
The circular referred to by this 

court on these scales is as follows: 
“CAN YOU DO THIS ON YOUR 

SCALE?
Ruy 20 pounds pork loins at 9 

cents a pound, retail them to your 
trade at the same price and get 
your money back?

WE CAN 
on our scale and make vou 

3 PER CENT. PROFIT BESIDES.
If your business amounts to $10 

a dav sales WE CAN EARN 
YOU 30^ CENTS IN FRAC­
TIONS “YOU DON’T GET 
NOW. Thirty cents a day means 
you BUY THIS SCALE every 
180 days. How long have you 
been in business? How many 
have you bought in that time? 
Think of it.
ONE SCALE LOST EVERY 

SIX MONTHS.
LET OUR MAN PROVE THUS. 
MONEY WEIGHT SCALE CO.. 
47 STATE ST., CHICAGO, ILL.”

The court further says in regard 
to th.ese scales as follows:

“ ‘A demonstration of the operation 
of ,the scale made before us at the 
hearing confirms the belief that by 
its use the purchaser never gains, but 
the seller generally, possibly not al­
ways, gains over the results obtained 
by ordinary methods of weighing, and 
that this gain would be as much or

more than 3 per cent;, apparently con­
siderably more.’

“My own examination of the scale 
convinces me that the circuit court of 
appeals reached the only logical con­
clusion as to these scales, and, being 
thus convinced, I am obliged to advise 
you to re-in spect all such scales now 
in use in Omaha and to withdraw the 
city’s stamp of approval from the 
same. Respectfully,

“TAMES C. DAHLMAN.
“Mayor.” 

H
Massachusetts on

State Free Em- Dec. 1 opened for 
ploymevt Of- business a State 

flee. Free Employment 
office at 8 Kneeland street, Bos­
ton. This is done under an act of the 
Legislature (approved May 31, 1906). 
It is under the care and direction of 
the Bureau of Statistics and Labor. 
Important characteristics of the work 
are in the provisions that.-no fees, di­
rect or indirect, shall in any case be 
taken from those seeking the benefits 
of the offices provided for: (Any 
clerk or superintendent who directly 
or indirectly charges or receives any 
fee in the performances of his duties 
shall be deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor, and shall be subject to a fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars, or 
to imprisonment for a term of thirty 
days and be disqualified from holding 
further connection with said offices.)

The privilege of registration shall 
be confined to residents of the Com­
monwealth.

. H
Much noise is 'being 

“Good made by the 10 per cent. 
Times" “voluntary raise” in 

wages on the part of certain large 
corporations. It is always mollifying 
to see one’s own being returned to 
rightful hands, even in small instal-
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ments, but when in addition to this 

, partial restoration it is urged that 
there has been “no material advance 
in the cost of living,” it is wholesome 
to have the facts brought out as Hen­
ry B. Blackwell has recently done in 
a Boston daily.

.- In a former article he showed that, 
measured by their purchasing power, 
wages have been and are steadily de­
clining under the joint exactions of 
the Dingley tariff and its pernicious 
offspring, the industrial trusts.

He illustrates his position in the 
following telling manner:

“My contention of an average ad­
vance of 45 pej cent, in prices and in 
cost of living since 1896 can be more 
than confirmed from a variety of 
sources.

Take, for instance, the trend of 
prices given in R. G. Dun’s monthly 
review for 1896 and 1906, respective­
ly:

1896 1906
Breadstuffs ........... 10,589 17,923
Meats .................... 7,529 9.677
Dairy and 

garden ........... 8,714 12,590
Other food ........... 7,887 9,645
Clothing .............. 13,808 I9J77
Metals .............. r.. 11,642 16,649
Miscellaneous .... 12.288 19,555

72,45^ 105,21-6
In other words, it will cost, in 1906, 

$105.21 to buy what $72.45 would 
have bought before the Dingley sched­
ules went into effect—an advance.of 

/ more than 45 per cent: .
These Dun prices are prepared by 

the leading commercial authority of 
the country. They are not made by 
any political party, or to sustain any 
economic theory. And they absolute-

ly sustain my contention that under 
our existing “system” wages have 
been steadily declining in their pur­
chasing power and are advancing 
backward.”

HENRY B. BLACKWELL.

Banner of Light, Volume 100
With the coming of the New Year 

and the first number of our One Hun­
dredth volume, we make our initial 
bow in the magazine form.

We do so in full confidence of the 
loyal support of our thinking public 
which is ever seeking for a proper 
presentation of the message of Spirit­
ualism.

We take this occasion to thank those 
whose generous patience has made 
our tasks possible of accomplishment.

We would in this acknowledge the 
correspondence which we have been 
unable to recognize in a regular way, 
while preparing for the publication’of 
the magazine. Such rare expressions 
of sympathetic appreciation of the 
“Banner's” message is pathetic in the 
concern manifested for her life.

The paths we trod, the shadows 
■ through which we groped, the bitter 
opposition from the seen and unseen 
forces, all now have lost their power, 
and in the accomplishment of our pur­
pose they f^l to disturb us, save as 
now and then a faint tremor reminds 
us of the horrors of the experience that 
murdered sleep and sapped our forces.

With our ears attuned to the voice 
of Truth, with our faith in the power 
of the Spiritual forces undimmed, we 
face the morning of the New Day, de­
termined that so long as the power to 
serve is ours, “neither tribulation or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword” shall

\
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separate us from the high calling that 
has summoned us—even to giving all 
for the truth that made us free.

Now, with die “Banner's" bright 
face looking confidently into yours, 
what are you going to do with it, dear 
reader ?

If you are in earnest about your 
love of the truth that brought the 
Banner of Light into being and 
has for nearly 50 years kept it as a 
beacon light for the storm-tossed and 
distressed, draw nearer to us and the 
work, and in the place of the question, 
“What shall this man do. Lord ?" ask 
“What can I do to pass on the word 
of joy and peace and power that has 
given me the key to life, and in. a 
brighter, broader and more brilliant 
light than the dim rays that beckoned 
me to the path ?”

For the New Year, peace, and the 
fullest service!

American Psychical Research 
Society Speaks

/We have before us the first num­
ber of the “Journal'’ of the Ainerican 
Society for Psychical Research. It 
is an interesting book. The estimate 
of Dr. Hodgson as given here by Dr. 
Hyslop is a valuable contribution to 
popular psychic literature. To have 
Dr. Hodgson revealed to the popular 
mind as having “a profoundly emo­
tional nature" throws a light on his 
indefatigable effort for scientific 
methods in his work that must place 
him among the sound men of science.

We cannot forbear quoting an ex­
tract from a private letter written 
by him in 1901 :

“I went^hrough toils and turmoils 
and perplexities in '97 and ’98 about 
the significance of this whole Imper-

ator regime but I have seemed to get 
on a rock after that,—I seem to un­
derstand clearly the reasons for in­
coherence and obscurity, and I think 
that if for the rest of my life from 
now I should never see another trance 
or have another word from Impera- 
tor or his group, it would make no 
difference to my knowledge that all 
is well, that Imperator and his group 
are all that they claim to be an'd are 
indeed messengers that we may call 
divine." [Perhaps we should say 
for those of our readers who are un­
familiar with his work that “Imper- 
ator,” to whom reference is made, 
was the spirit who was the head of 
the group of spirits through whom 
the later Hodgson experiments were 
carried on under Mrs. Piper's med­
iumship.]

It seems to us significant that, ac­
cording to Dr. Hyslop's testimony. 
Dr. Hodgson, ’ while he thought 
Crooke's experiments with Home 
were the best attested psychical phe­
nomena on record, he could not final­
ly accept them until some additional 
ones had been added.

Dr. Hyslop marks Dr. Hodgson's 
“extreme reluctance to accept phe­
nomena which he had not personally 
examined.” .

This seems to us worthy of more 
than passing notice. The Psychical 
Research workers are ^ver solicitous 
for what they term the unreasoning 
credulity of Spiritualism. They pro­
pose. as did Hodgson, to put all ex­
periments beyond the possibility of 
deception. Good. But, if Hodgson 
had “extreme reluctance to accept 
phenomena which he had not person­
ally examined" may we expect others 
to suffer less than he did from this
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same desire for the personal experi­
ence? If he could not accept so dis­
tinctive an authority as Crookes, how 
can the Psychical Research experi­
menters expect the world to come to 
its conclusion in a manner less con­
vincing- than the personal experience? 
Isn’t this the reason why the many 
who receive testimony in various 
channels open to the public,-—in Spir­
itualistic circles or through the “Pro­
fessional medium” (who oftener than 
otherwise has no connection with the 
serious work of organized Spiritual­
ism)—find in these unguarded cen­
tres (unguarded from the scientist’s 
stand-point), more of reality in the 
fact of Spirit communications than 
the average inquirer evinces who 
seeks in the scientifically guarded 
quarters of Psychical Research ?

We would not be understood a* 
unsvmpathetic with the work of the 
old or new society, but while these 
investigators have been spending 
$75,000 experimenting through the 
mediumship of JIrs. Piper, the thou­
sands have been refreshed at other 
fountains,—and not often does a giv­
en individual continue to fill his pitch­
er with bitter water.

We believe that we can over-do the 
“scientific methods” in these matters. 
In fact, the samples that have come 
to oua notice of those lay inquirers 
who seek at the scientific centres for 
their knowledge of these things do 
not compare favorably with the more 
intelligent who. hold converse with 
their arisen in the natural, wholesome 
manner that Mrs. Livermore talked 
with Dr. Livermore after his passing, 
and in which Lilian W hiting visits 
with Kate Field today.

We are reminded of the valued

words of that.clear-headed and brave- 
hearted investigator and incomparable 
medium, the Rev. Stainton Moses, as 
given in “Spirit Identity”:—He (the 
investigator) will find as he goes on, 
that his early notions of literal dem­
onstration and scientific analysis are 
becoming impossible. He will see 
that the subtler truths of spirit—or 
rather the higher conception of spir­
itual truth—lend themselves to no 
such methods; and that they even 
elude the hard limits of human lan­
guage, and find expression or adum­
bration (if at all) in the language of 
symbolism and allegory. More fre­
quently they are intuitively perceived, 
and elude absolutely and entirely the 
crude methods of human expression.”

By all means let the rough work 
of Psychic Research experimentation 
go < n. To those who must have a 
professional endorsement of a sub­
ject before they can feel secure in 
their experiences it may prove help­
ful. We are glad to see the work go 
on. but it ill becomes those urging 
their own. methods to continue to be­
little the work of Spiritualism. While 
they are preparing to erect the scaf­
folding of their evidence, the multi­
tude is being fed intelligently by spir­
its through mediumship in natural, 
sane and altogether healthy ways. We 
believe that the quotation given above 
from'Dr. Hodgson is a tribute to the 
inherent growth of healthy co-opera­
tion with spirits in natural relation­
ship.

France and Religious Liberty
Sorry days when all great powers 

cannot see to work in . their given 
states to one purpose, even for the 
progress of all. F.rance is struggling
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for separation of Church and State. 
We have heard of no serious com­
plaint from Protestants at the meth­
ods adopted to this end, after being 
considered by prominent discussion in 
several elections’

As we understand it, the real things 
a spiritual organization should stand 
for are left perfectly free. It is the 
“coat” that is being taken from them 
(even when the Catholics tell it.) 
Here is a grand opportunity for this 
self-assumed “only authoritative rep­
resentative of our Divine Lord” to of­
fer the “cloak also.”

If in the adjustment of an involved 
situation the Roman church loses in 
her material possessions she may have 
cause for complaint ; Unit if her mis­
sion is spiritual she\ should not be 
cast down while she is peft\free to ex­
ercise her divine right Jo worship in 
her own manner and serve in the 
name of her acclaimed Master. The 
fact is that the church has made the 
worst of hyr wretched history when 
she has been the greatest in temporal 
power. France has so seriously felt 
the political power of Rome in the in­
ternal affairs of the country that af­
ter full discussion in several elections, 
as we npte above, she has determined 
on a policy that breaks this untoward 
power and makes a separation of the 
Church and State. „

It cannot be overlooked that much 
of the temporal holdings of tips same 
organization was accumulated by roy­
al grants and tithes enforced by a 
state with whom Rpme had power.

To separate such holdings from 
those gained by bequests and private 
sources seems too great a task to have 
been accomplished, and whatever tem­
poral loss comes to the Church is
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only one of the results from this un­
holy wedlock.

But let us note that in the new or­
der. some eighty parishes in France 
have taken over the church buildings 
and other property, through the lay­
men of the congregations, and are al­
ready authorized to conduit religious 
sendees under the “separation law.” 
This leaves out the priests, but when 
have they wrought in political mat­
ters with benefit to the State or honor 
to their head ? Mark also in the new 
order, whatever the priestly orators 
may declaim, that it is not proposed 
to attempt to change a tenet in the 
Roman Catholic faith. We would na- 
iurally expect to hear from Roman 
Catholic sources much about Atheists 
and Socialism, but the fact is this is 
the decision of the State after much 
deliberation. If the United States 
politicians keep up their flirtations 

With Rome,/w e may be able to'real­
ize more clearly than we do today 
what it means to have a church or­
ganization set up a claim to a dis­
tinct kingdom and will more fully 
sympathize with the statesmen of our 
sister republic in their attempt to 
bring the clergy under the common 
law.

Capital Punishment
. . * . . .It is impossible for a Spiritualist 

to “believe in” capital punishment, for 
he knows that when by legalized vio­
lence we release from the body the 
spirit of a murderer “with all his im­
perfections on his head,” we have but 
turned loose upon an ignorant, because 
unseeing, community a bad spirit 
who, earth bound by his sin, will re­
main here seeking to wreak further 
harm. We have committed the

\
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worst possible folly. We justify capi­
tal punishment on the ground that by 
it we are protecting the community. 
Protecting it? We are loosing upon 
our friends a new and constant pow­
er for evil.

Isn»t Jesse Pomeroy in his cell at 
Charlestown far safer for the com­
munity than would be his unfleshed 
spirit, tempting weak boys and girls 
to commit the horrible cruelties in 
which his soul rejoices?

There can be no doubt about this 
in the mind of any Spiritualist. •

But?our audience is larger than the 
Spiritualistic body. In order to 
abolish this legalized evil we must ap­
peal to others than of our own fold 
and to do so effectively we must use 
arguments which our audience, this 
outside audience, can understand.

One forceible argument is that the 
evidence shows that

(1) . In those states where there 
is no capital punishment murders are 
less frequent/or at least no more fre­
quent than in the Killing States. The 
records of Maine and Wisconsin 
show just that.

(2) . The records also show that 
convictions more frequently follow 
accusations in the non-killing states 
than in the others.

(3) . Further, the community Vis 
just as well protected without capital 
punishment, ^he most frequent dis­
position of a murder case is not death 
but th^ acceptance of a settlement by 
which /imprisonment is substituted for 
the death penalty.

(4) . Jj|^..courts ^arehuman tri 
bunals and ^^ .other thipgs human 
are not infall^. ,^^5$, will oc­
cur and inpo^p^e^j^d. u. Jt,4s 
hard lines to find we have killed the

wrong -man. It cannot be undone.
But an innocent man can be released 
from prison. .A dead man cannot be 
brought back to life.

Psychic Page in a Secular 
Paper

The secular press has from time to 
time of late given space in a more or 
less important way to the newer 
thought, including psychic matters. It 
has generally been discounted by edi­
torial sarcasm in the same editions.

The “Denver Post" has made a de­
parture in this line by making as a 
regular feature of its Sunday edition 
a department for the consideration of 
these matters, with Dr. Alexander 
Mclvor-Tyndall as “New Thought 
editor.” Some of the topics consid­
ered in a recent edition are the fol­
lowing: The Power of Magnetism, 
Fear of Death a Common One, is it 
Harmful to Leave the Physical Body 
at Will?, A Wonderful Psychical Ex­
perience, What if the World Accept­
ed “New Thought?" '

From an editorial on “The Doc­
trine of .Non-Resistance,” the doctor 
gives among other telling paragraphs 
these which we beg to quote:

“The ‘resist not evil’ doctrine has 
always been misunde«tod in its ap­
plication, and we have had the spec­
tacle of human beings spending their 
good time that should have been de­
voted to useful work or recreation or 
mutual help, or some kind of joyous, 
creative effort, on their knees in fran­
tic appeal to a supposed all-wise Cre­
ator, to absolve them from this ter­
rible, formidable monster, ‘Evil.’

“.As a matter of fact this bugbear 
we have created for ourselves (or 
more properly speaking, for our
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neighbor), simply lives and thrives 
upon the power we give it by our con^ 
centrated thought.

“It is as though one held in one's 
hands a scales. On one side is good 
(creative thought), on the other side 
is evil (destructive thought.)

“We cry out to all who pass to see 
how weighty the evil side is becom­
ing, and each one who looks remem­
bers something that will add a little 
more weight to it, and so the evil in 
time chains our attention by the very 
power of dur concentrated thought.

“And in the meantime the good is 
forgotten and neglected, so busy are 
we calling attention to the import­
ance and the terrific power of, what ? 
—negation, which is nothing in itself 
—only the lack of something. Now. 
how can we lessen this effect ?

“By losing sight of the negative 
side and throwing all our power to 
the side of Love. Life may be divid­
ed into two spectrums through 
which we look out upon/all manifesta­
tion. The spectrums of Love and 
Hate.

“The only way in which we may 
overcome the false power given to 
Hate is by outweighing it in Love. ■>

“Can this be done by constantly 
crying out to all, to see how strong 
Hate is? I think not.

“When preachers talk about preach­
ing ‘more hell,’ and warning people 
against the terrible evil that is about 
to ‘catch ’em’ like ‘goblins,’ they are 
keeping alive the very power they so 
much wish to crush.

“I once had a Methodist evangelist 
in my classes in Psychic and Mental 
Science, and the only fault he found 
with my philosophy was that T didn't 
tell my students of the terrible pitfalls
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of evil.’ He said: 'We must preach 
more about the awfulness of Hell if 
we would save people from their sins, 
and the snares of the devil.’

“And so I asked him whom he was 
working for, God or the Devil, and 
he said he was working for God, of 
course. I advised him to preach only 
God or Love then, and let the Devil 
do his own advertising.”

Cesare Lombroso and 
Spiritualism

Everyone knows of Prof. Lom­
broso, the great Italian brain special­
ist and psychologist. The scientists 
everywhere know their' leaders.- The 
general reader knows the learned 
man whose researches have so chang­
ed former notions of good and evil. 
Tlie Spiritualists all over the world 
recognize the fearless thinker who has 
not hesitated to investigate psychic 
phenomena when such investigation 
was everywhere in the scientific world 
greeted with derision and contempt.

He is. indeed, a most interesting 
personality aside from his marvellous 
scientific attainments. Although six­
ty years of age, with a devoted wife 
and daughters, he is in all practical 
affairs a big overgrown boy. His 
moods are of the highest happiness 
or of the most despondent gloom. Us­
ually it is sunshiny weather, however, 
and then wfth the light-heartedness 
of youth, his work is a labor of love.

His habits of work, too, are like a 
boy’s. No matter where he is, he 
seizes paper and pen and writes. 
Perhaps it is on his own desk, per­
haps at the table in the kitchen; it is 
all alike to him, provided he is in the 
sunshine; that is the only requisite. 
Quiet and seclusion so necessary to

I
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most of us for clear conected 
thought, are not at all needed by this 
great mind. .

His charity is as big as his purse, 
giving to every applicant, and cf the 
use of money he knows nothing. 
When he makes a purchase at a shop 
he often opens his purse and tells 
the tradesman to take what is his 
due.

It is quite in keeping with this dis­
regard, or rather ignorance, of con­
ventionalities in practical affairs that 
in his mental life he should be equal­
ly careless of the opinions of his con­
freres, and when, in 1890 or there­
abouts, M. Ercole Chiaia published 
an open letter inviting Prof. Lombro- 
so to investigate Spiritualism and to 
come to Naples for that purpose, the 
invitation was accepted; and in 
March. 1891, he, in company with 
a dozen professors and doctors, be­
gan and carried on a series of sit­
tings with the Italian medium. Eusa- 
pia "Paladino. The conditions imposed 
by Prof. Lombroso upon the medium 
were most severe, but the results ob­
tained were to him so startling, that 
he wrote:

“I am all confused and am filled 
with regret at having, with so much 
persistence, combatted the possibility 
of the facts of Spiritualism; I say 
facts because I still do not believe 
their theory. But the facts exist and 
I boast that I am their slave.”

This frank statemei.it created every­
where a most profound impression. 
M. Alexandre Aksakoff, the great 
Russian Spiritualist, wrote of it, 
“Glory to M. Lombroso for his noble 
words.”

From this resulted the memorable 
sittings at Mikur in October. 1892, in
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which took part Lombroso, Aksakoff, 
Chas. Richet, Schiaparelli, Brofferio 
and Gerosa and Drs. Finzi, Karl du 
Prel and G. B. Ermacora, where 
equally marked results were ob­
tained.

In 1893 M- Chiaia obtained, under 
the mediumship of Eusapia Paladino, 
his marvellous impressions on 'plas­
ter. Lombroso wrote of these in 
1903 that they were of more import­
ance than he had supposed. “Cer­
tain sculptors,” he added, “have told 
me that they could not produce so 
perfect a piece of work in a month.”

Truly is Prof. Lombroso especi.al- 
ly entitled to credit for having added 
the weight and authority of his great 
reputation to the investigation of the 
phenomena of objective mediumship, 
a side of the field too much neglected 
and despised. The intellectual phas­
es of supernormal phenomena have 
too long excluded all other subjects 
of investigation.-

He is one man of science who, like 
Myers in England and Hyslop in 
America, is not deterred by a laugh 

' or a sneer.
Honor to Italy and Lombroso

M
MY PRAYER

By Helen Hawthorne.
To hold the>brimming cup to parching 

lips,
The staff for feet That fail;

To set the candle hiigh for dimming eyes. 
Pour balm for such as wall—

My prayer. O Master! great the boon I 
ask,

Yet humbly do I plead.
Strength of the staff, wine of the cup, art 

thou;
Light, Balm for sorrow’s need—

I do but ask to serve, and—like the hind , 
Who parts his master’s bread— •

Some crumbs from Thy abundant store- 
to keep.

And by Thy hand be led.

statemei.it


Spiritualism and Its Critics
By Mark A. Barwise

I have decided to speak to you for 
a little while on “Spiritualism and Its 
Critics.” I do not expect to complete­
ly cover so large a subject in the lit­
tle time that I shall ask your indulg­
ence, but my purpose is merely to take 
up four or five of the more important 
theories which have been advanced by 
the Critics of Spiritualism, as explan­
ations of mediumship, and to point out 
what seems to me to be the fatal 
weakness in each. .

The question of whether or not 
Spiritualism is true, is now reduced 
to very narrow limits. In the early 
fifties, and even in the sixties and sev­
enties, the opponents of our philoso­
phy and religion had two explana­
tions, and only two, which were of­
fered on all occasions’as the explana­
tion of mediumship: and they were 
“fraud” and “the Devil.” The genu­
ineness of phenomena was either de­
nied altogether, or else was due to 
the presence of Satan and his imps. 
Our opponents have grown in the last 
forty or fifty years—somewhat 
through our own teachings—and now­
adays they themselves do not seriotis- 
ly believe in the Devil, and we never 
hear fraud advanced in intelligent 
quarters as an explanation of medium- 
istic phenomena. All are now agreed 
that tpe phenomena of mediumship 
are real, that most mediums are hon­
est, but instead of t^e , “Devil” and

[The presidential address delivered by 
Mark A. Barwise at the opening of Temple 
Heights Spiritualist- camp meeting. North­
port, Me., Aug. 11, 1906, substantially as It 
was delivered.]

"fraud" being appealed to as explana­
tions we hear much about “subcon­
scious selves,” “secondary personali­
ties,” the “spirit ego,” “astral shells,” 
“telepathy,” etc.

In ordinary discussions of Spirit- 
ualisni, especially in the arguments of 
its critics, one important point is com­
monly lost sight of, or at least is not 
emphasized as it should be, and that 
is, Spiritualism proclaims its own 
philosophy through’ its phenomena. 
This is unique in the history of sci­
ence as well as religion. Men have be­
lieved. and still are believing today in 
Spiritualism, not so much because 
they have reached this .conclusion 
through large generalizations, as be­
cause the controls themselves declare 
through unconscious mediums that 
they are actually spirits,, that they are 
our old friends. In all the thousands 
upon thousands of controls which 
have manifested and spoken through 
mediums, I never have heard of one 
who claimed that he or she was a tel­
epathic wave, a subconscious mind, or 
a secondary personality, but on the 
other'hand they invariably say ,or 
make known that they are real per­
sons who used to live here, our fathers, 
mothers, relatives, and others whom 
we never knew in earth-life. Now, 
the significance of this fact can hardly 
be overestimated. The causes of med- 
iumistic phenomena seem to be spirit­
ual ; the controls seem to be spirits; 
and it is not incumbent on Spiritual­
ists to prove that the controls are really 
spirits, but it is incumbent on the op-



BANNER OF LIGHT1907 
ponents, if they wish to make out 
their case, to prove that the controls 
are not what they seem to be by offer­
ing some explanation. As a matter of 
logic we are not compelled to prove 
that what seems to be real is actually 
real, till some point is raised which 
casts serious 'doubts upon its reality. 
For instance I am not required to 
prove that this flower is really a flow­
er till you bring forward some good 
reason for supposing it to be some­
thing else.

In the light of this principle let us 
n6w review, briefly to be sure, cer­
tain theories which by some are re­
garded as casting serious doubts on 
the truths of Spiritualism.

SECONDARY PERSONALITY

We hear much nowadays about 
Secondary' Personality as a theory to 
explain the phenomena of controls. 
By some this secondary personality is 
regarded as another mind, belonging 
to our brain, as complete and even 
more subtle than our^ordinary waking 
consciousness. By others it is regarded 
as merely' the temporary' control of 
certain groups of ideas, or lower cen- 
t^rs of consciousness, which belong 
to our ordinary mind but commonly 
remain below the conscious threshold. 
Such writers claim that the secondary­
personality merely claims to be this 
spirit or that spirit in much the same 
way that children at play claim that 
they are great men of whom they have 
heard. This view is strengthened by 
the fact that a, medium under control 
often makes statements which the me­
dium in a normal condition believes to 
be true, and which afterward turn out 
not to be true at all—statements 
which it might be presumed that the

13 
controlling spirit ought to know all 
about.

Now, I, myself, am not yet ready to 
admit the existence of any such a 
thing at all as a secondary personali­
ty, much less that such a personality 
could be advanced as an adequate ex­
planation of the phenomena of con­
trols. My own view is that where 
the medium’s knowledge and opinions 
become mixed- with those of the con­
trol. it is merely an unsuccessful at­
tempt on the part of the spirit to con­
trol the medium—in fact, is a case 
where the spirit is able to control only- 
certain parts of the brain, and ideas 
from the medium’s consciousness flow 
on unguided as in dreams- and be­
come blended with the messages of 
the spirit.

But whether I am right or wrong 
in denying altogether the existence of 
a secondary personality, it is clear that 
if this theory is to be set up in opposi­
tion to the theory of spirit control it 
must explain all the facts of medium­
ship where spirits are apparently con­
trolling the medium. A theory in 
opposition to the apparent explana­
tion which fails to account for all the 
facts—or what is still more to the 
point, a theory against which one or 
more well-defined facts militate— 
must be abandoned as a working hy- 
potbesis. A-nd it is equally clear 
that any kind of a secondary person­
ality could have only such knowledge 
as thg training, experience and envi­
ronment of the medium would allow.

Mrs. Carrie E. S. Twing has never 
studied German, unless she has done 
so in recent years. Several years 
ago she was controlled and wrote au­
tomatically a great deal. Among 
other things she wrote many pages of
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a foreign language, not knowing what 
it was, but upon taking it to a Germair 
scholar she learned that it was Ger­
man written with tile ease and pre­
cision of a native. In my judgment 
this is inexplicable on any view of sec­
ondary personality. Again, Dr. Col­
son, of Bangor, Me., has never stud­
ied Abnaki or any of the Indian dia­
lects whatever. He has never asso­
ciated with Indians in earth life and 
has given no thought to their lan­
guage. Several years ago Nicawa 
controlled him in the presence of two 
<jr three Indians of the Penobscot 
tribe, and they could understand Ni­
cawa when he spoke in his own lan­
guage ; only they declared that he 
used old-fashioned" words and expres­
sions which would not be common 
among Indians now. This likewise 
cannot be explained on the theory of a 
secondary personality. If we should 
resort to telepathy and say that in 
some way the language was gotten 
out of the minds of the Penobscot In-
dians present, how are we to account 
for the oH-fashioned words and ex­
pressions which they were not in the
habit of using? Now, when we ac­
cept Nicawa’s account of himself.
that he is a real Indian spirit, that he 
died more than a hundred years ago,
and of course used a language which
would differ in little, expressions from 
that now in use, as the language of
Washington and Jefferson would dif­
fer from ours, all the difficulties dis­
appear and everything becomes as 
clear as light. The spiritual explana­
tion is the simplest, most natural, and 
the only one which will explain all the 
facts. And if one Indian spirit can 
control a medium, other spirits can 
control other mediums under favor-

able conditions, and the theory of sec­
ondary personalities as exclusively ex­
plaining the phenomena of controls is 
forever exploded.

ANCESTRAL CELLS

Last winter a lecturer, heralded as 
a scientist of repute, among the other 
subjects, lectured upon Spiritualism, 
and he claimed the whole subject 
could be explained without tlje suppo-. 
sition of spirits. He- made many 
foolish criticisms on mediumship, 
which showed small knowledge of 
that which he was attempting to teach 
others. The greater part of his talk 
was very ordinary and not worthy of 
our attention at this time, but there 
was one point which, so far as I 
know, never was advanced before, and 
as it might seem a reasonable explana­
tion of mediumship to some, it may 
be well for us to examine it a little 
more closely. He lays great stress 
on heredity and asserts that there are 
tiny cells in our brains which have 
been handed down from father to
son even from the remote cave dwell­
ers. He takes up the question of 
ancient controls, undeveloped controls 
and Indian controls, and attempts to 
show that they are not real spirits, 
but are merely certain brain-cells 
which we have inherited from our an­
cestors of long agri and which have 
become unduly excited in the brain 
of the medium and take-on the sem­

s', blance of spirits. What seem to be 
Spirits on this view are ancestral 
brain cells which become active in 
our brains and control the organs of 
speech and the senses.

Now, in the first place in answer to 
this theory-, it is not at all clear that 
brain cells are handed down from a 
remote past by means of heredity.
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The modern biologist is in no position 
to dogmatically affirm this, but on the 
contrary there are many things* which 
go to show that this is not the case. 
But for our purpose we will give the 
lecturer the benefit of what little 
doubt there may be, and assume that 
cells from* the brains of our ances­
tors still exist in the brains of modem 
mediums through heredity. Then 
mediums would never be controlled 
by their own parents and ancestors. 
It would be utterly impossible for 
anyone having a pure European an­
cestry to be controlled by Indians. It 
would be likewise impossible to re­
ceive messages from one’s father or 
grandfather through a strange med­
ium. Cine could never receive mes­
sages from boys or girls who died 
leaving no children. One could nev­
er receive messages from a sister, 
brother, aunt, uncle, cousin or any lat­
eral relative or friend. You must 
receive messages, according to this 
theory, only from those from whom 
you are directly descended; because 
it is clear that you could not inherit 
brain cells from anyone outside of a 
direct line of descent.

Now, everyone of. these supposi­
tions which this theory forces upon us 
are contradicted by the plain, every­
day facts of mediumship. We all 
know that mediums do receive mes­
sages from aunts, uncles, and lateral 
relatives and friends, as well as those 
of whom the medium never km w. We 
know, also, that mediums wli a have 
not a drop 'of Indian blood ia their 
veins have well defined Indian con­
trols. In fact some metfituhn have 
half a dozen nationalities among 
their controls, rendering it in possible

IS 
that they could have ancestors in all 
of them.

It is quite clear that for this theory 
of ancestral cells to.be of any value, 
it must explain all the facts of a like 
nature, and as we have pointed out 
several of the more common ones 
which it does not explain, the theory 
is at once exploded.

ORDINARY TELEPATHY

Ordinary telepathy to distinguish it 
from what I shall designate as larger 
telepathy, is the transference of 
thought from the mind of one living 
person to the mind of another while 
the thought process is actually going 
on. Some writers, mostly those of 
small acquaintance with the great 
mass of mediumistic phenomena, hav­
ing affirmed that all communications 
received through 'mediums are 
thoughts which are occupying the sit­
ter's mind during the sitting, or the 
minds of other persons with whom 
cither the sitter or medium is en rap­
port. As a matter of fact telepathic 
connection between the minds of the 
living is pretty well established, but 
nothing could be more absurd than to 
put forward ordinary telepathy as the 
explanation of mediumistic communi­
cations. The common experience of 
sitters is that they do not get what 
they most wanted to hear ^nd what 
they were thinking about at the time 
of the sitting. A common expres­
sion winch we have all heard about 
the. ca’ tipground, and which sums up 
the rase is this: ^Mrs. Chapman (or 
Dr. Emerson, or somebody else) gave 
me a test message this morning which 
nobdy on earth knew, but myself, and 
I hadn’t thought of it for twenty 
years.”

It is not necessary for me to give

I \
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recorded cases. The universal expe­
rience of all cafeful students of medi­
umship shows conclusively that ordi­
nary telepathy—that is, the transfer­
ence of thought which is active in the 
mind of one person to that of anoth­
er—does not explain communications 
as a whole, arjd does not in the least 
affect the evidence for spirit return.

LARGER TELEPATHY

Another theory which is defended 
by many of the ablest critics of Spir­
itualism is what we may conveniently 
call “larger telepathy.” In this theo­
ry the telepathic process is so extend­
ed and is made to cover so much 
ground that at first sight you might 
not recognize it as telepathic at all. 
The position taken by this group of 
writers is this: All thoughts which 
have ever occupied the minds of liv­
ing persons both past and present— 
all through the ages—are floating now 
somewhere in the universe; it matters 
not whether such persons are now liv­
ing or dead, the thoughts which they 
now entertain or entertained before 
death, exist somewhere'in space; and 
mediumship on this view is nothing 
but the process of coming in contact 
wi{h these floating thoughts, and 
when apparently we get messages 
from our friends beyond, it is merely 
the catching of ideas which they were 
thinking while living. In fact such 
writers deny the future life altogeth­
er. This theory of larger telepathy 
is very ingenious and has many sup­
porters, and at the first glance seems 
plausible.

Now, let us see just what this the­
ory involves, and how the phenomena 
of controls and messages stand to­
ward such an explanation.

All the higher activities in nature,
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such as sound, light, X-rays, radio­
action, exist in the form of vibrations. 
If thoughts are floating in space they 
are vibratory in their nature; any oth­
er-view of them is incompatible with 
modern ideas of matter and forces. As 
the existence of spirit is denied, such 
thoughts are traveling through space 
without the direction of any will or 
purpose, just as the messages in wire­
less telegraphy travel; and just as the 
receiver, or coherer, in wireless teleg­
raphy catches any messages to which 
it is attuned, so mediums receive any 
thought that happens to be floating 
in their pitch of vibration. But there 
is one point to be carefully noted. 
Wireless telegraph coherers do not 
catch vibrations which were started 
out last week, last month, or twenty­
years ago. They only receive mes­
sages which have been on the way for 
a few seconds, or minutes, and never 
over a day old. For in much less 
than a day the vibrations would have 
traveled out of reach and would have 
been going on and on beyond sun, 
moon, and planets, never to return. 
Similarwise with the discharge of a 
rifle half a mile away, one sees the 
puff of smoke, then the gun is low­
ered and set up* against a tree before 
the report is heard, but when the 
sound waves reach the ear then the re­
port^ is heard, and but once,*never 
to return. A friend farther up the 
mountain sees the same puff of smoke 
and hears the report a few seconds 
later, but he likewise hears it but once. 
The sound vibrations never in all 
eternity return to a point which they 
have once passed.

It is just the same with thought vi­
brations. We cannot say- definitely 
how fast they- travel, but as they
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are so fine that they do not affect 
chemicals and instruments which 
heat and light vibrations affect, we 
might reasonably presume that 
thought travels even faster than light, 
which is nearly 200,000 miles in a 
single second. But giving the ad­
herents of larger telepathy every ad­
vantage possible, we will, for the pur­
pose of this argument, complete 
thought vibrations on the basis of the 
velocity of sound, which is one of the 
slowest vibratory movements of any 
of the higher physical activities, being 
only a mile in a little less than five sec­
onds. At this rate thought vibra­
tions travel about 18,000 miles in a 
day, or 500,000 miles in a month. 
That is to say, a thought which my 
mind entertained a month ago today 
exists now in vibratory waves away 
beyond the orbit of the moon and is 
still moving rapidly farther and far­
ther away in ever increasing concen­
tric rings, and never in all eternity 
will it return to a point once travers­
ed. The same is true whether the 
thought emanated from the mind of 
a person now living, or whether it 
started from the mind of one who 
died last week. -•

Now let us apply these laws to the 
theory of larger telepathy as an ex­
planation of messages and communi­
cations which are apparently spiritual. 
Larger telepathy affirms that all so- 
called spirit messages are floating 
thoughts which the deceased enter­
tained before death. In one-day af­
ter. a friend dies the vibrations of 
every thought whg'h. he ever enter­
tained would be more than 17,000 
miles away and in less than a month 
would be beyond the orbit of the 
moon, never to return. It would be

Utterly impossible for a medium to 
catch a floating thought from a mind 
that died even a week before the sit­
ting. It is not necessary for me to 
point out the fact that the best evi­
dence of spirit communication which 
we have are the messages received 
months and even years after the death 
of our friends. In fact the messages 
become clearer as time goes on. This 
is what we would naturally expect if 
the origin is spiritual, as the spirits 
have more practice in controlling a 
medium naturally they would became 
more proficient.

Thus it is seen that the theory of 
larger telepathy which at first sight 
seemed plausible, even when consid­
ered in its most favorable light, is ut­
terly incompetent to explain any con­
siderable part of mediumistic phe­
nomena.

SUB-CONSCIOUS CONTAGION
W'e now come to the theory which 

I have called subconscious contagion. 
This theory is the most complicated 
and involved of any we have discuss­
ed this afternoon. Up to this time it 
has not been given to the public-at- 
large, but was embodied in a paper 
which was read before a learned club 
in Boston. The originator of this 
theory is one of Massachusetts’ fore­
most educators and I had the pleasure 
of talking over the whole question 
^ith him only a few weeks ago. He 
intends to publish his views when 
more fully worked out. Briefly, the 
theory of subconscious contagion is 
this:

In much the same way that parallel 
wires are affected by a heavy current 
of electricity passing over one of 
them; and as one musical instrument 
is affected by the vibration of another
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close by; so our subconscious minds 
are affected by tlje unspoken 
thoughts of our associates. A med­
ium, by inhibiting the more active and 
clamorous forms of consciousness, is 
enabled to come en rapport with these 
subconscious thoughts in our minds 
which were deposited there by the ac­
tive thoughts of our friends before 
they died.

This theory, like that of larger tele­
pathy, regards all messages apparent­
ly coming from spirits as the thoughts 
whith our friends entertained before 
their death; only instead of the 
thoughts being regarded as floating 
in space, they are lodged in our sub­
conscious minds, and are so faintly 
recorded that no effort of ours can 
bring them into consciousness.

A specific illustration will perhaps 
make this more clear. My grand­
father, we will say, kept a secret diary. 
No one on earth knew of this fact. 
He, of course, thought a great deal 
about this diary and as I was asso­
ciated with him during his last days, 
his thoughts of this diary became 
lodged in my subconscious mind all 
unknown to me. .After his death, 
we will say, I visit Mrs: Chapman 
and a power purporting to be the 
spirit of my grandfather speaks 
through her lips while she is undbn- 
scious and tells me all about this diary 
and where it can be found. I after­
ward find the diary as directed in the 
message.

Now I have purposely chosen this 
illustration as a type which admits of 
either explanation. Spiritualists re­
gard this type of cases as good evi­
dence of a future life. The adher­
ents to the theory of subconscious 
contagion would not admit that this

message in regard to the diary had 
any connection with the future life 
at all. They would claim that dur­
ing my grandfather’s life his thoughts 
of the diary were stamped on my 
mind like words on a phonograph rec­
ord but below the conscious threshold, 
and that the medium in some way got 
these ideas out of my subconscious 
mind so that they seemed like a spir­
it communication. In other words 
spirit communications are second­
hand thoughts which the medium ex­
tracts from the mind of the sitter.

It .is not necessary for me to point 
out to an audience of Spiritualists 
that this theory could not explain a 
large part of the phenomena in ques­
tion ; and if it is to be set up in oppo­
sition to the spirit theory, it must ex­
plain all the facts which the spirit 
theory explains, and explain them as 
simply, as directly, and as naturally. 
The theory of subconscious contagion 
would only explain communications 
purporting to come . from ■ friends 
whom the sitter knew personally. It 
would not explain Indian controls. It 
would not explain the majority of for­
eign controls. It would not explain 
messages from persons who died be­
fore either the medium or sitter was 
born. It would noj explain messa­
ges from a person purporting to have 
lived in a distant state whose identity 
f?as later established. It would not 
explain the control’s knowledge bf 
events which took place after his or 

■ her death. It would not explain the 
phenomena of an elaborate and pro­
found lecture given through an un­
conscious 'medium. It would not 
explain the fact that one distinct per­
sonality continues to . control a med­
ium say once or twice a week for

X
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twenty or even forty years. It 
would not explain the ability of con­
trols to meet new circumstances: for 
instance this is the forty-eighth year 
that Nicawa, to whom I referred 
above, has controlled his medium, and 
during all this time he has doctored 
new diseases and met in consultation 
with other physicians, and has fully 
demonstrated his ability to meet va­
ried conditions. In fact, the theory 
of subconscious contagion is so limit­
ed in its scope by the great mass of 
mediumistic phenomena that, however 
respectable its origin, we cannot se­
riously entertain it as a rival to the 
Spiritualistic theory.

One instance will show the weak­
ness of subconscious contagion. There 
are hundreds of recorded cases along 
similar lines. My friend. Dr. Edgar 
W. Emerson of Manchester, X. H., 
was riding in a train in Ohio on his 
way to fill a lecture engagement and 
it was of course important that he 
should not disappoint his audience.. 
One of his spirit guides, who seems to 
him as truly a personality as any of 
his intimate friends, told him to get 
off the train at the next station as 
there would be an accident. Reluct­
antly he did as commanded, and there 
was an accident to the train a few 
miles' beyond the little Ration where 
he alighted. No one living knew 
there was to be an accident. <so no 
thought from the living could have 
been deposited in Dr. Emerson's sub­
conscious mind. .

As I have pointed out several 
times this afternoon, a theory to suc­
cessfully ^compete with the spirit 
theory must explain all the facts 
which the spirit theory explains, and 
as the theory of subconscious conta-
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gion does not do this, we are logically 
bound to abandon it.

We have now reviewed the several 
theories which have been set up in 
opposition to Spiritualism. I have 
endeavored to be fair with our op­
ponents. I think that I have stated 
their arguments as strongly as the 
facts would bear. I have given them 
every advantage possible, and have 
even conceded certain things to be 
true which we have good reason for 
believing are not true at all. And 
notwithstanding all this, we have dis­
covered a fatal flaw in each theory 
which they have advanced. There 
may be many other flaws. It is suf­
ficient for our purpose to point out 
one in a theory which is set up in 
opposition to the apparent and natur­
al explanation.

We are now in a position to answer 
the question raised at the beginning 
of our discussion. Is there anything 
in all these opposing theories which 
raised an intelligent doubt in your 
minds as to the truth of Spiritualism? 
I think you will agree with me most 
assuredly that there is not. The 
simple “I still live" of the murdered 
peddler at Hydesville has withstood, 
and is still withstanding the petrified 
bigotry of centuries, as well as the 
would-be scientific prejudice of these 
later days.

( hilv to know' what our duty is and 
then to be brave enough to do it with­
out fret or murmur; perhaps not con­
tent w'ith the very thing we are doing, 
only in so far as we are sure it is best 
for us to do it at the time. That is 
what we want and that is what we are 
striving to understand.

\
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Something About 
• Vaccirfation
By Sara Newcomb Merrick, M. D.

Now that the legislature will soon 
be ready for action again, it is well 
for us to give some consideration to 
the much-vexed subject of vaccina­
tion.

How vaccine is obtained every one 
ought to know. The process is so 
revolting that I will not attempt a 
full description of it. All know that 
vaccine is obtained from a calf. The 
calf selected is usually less than a year 
old and must be a heifer. One hun­
dred vaccinations, or about that num­
ber, are made upon its abdomen. On 
the sixth day the scabs are taken off 
one by one and the lymph and pus are 
scraped from the sore and mixed with 
glycerine. Then this mixture is eith­
er pressed into glass tubes or spread 
on the ivory points so familiar to 
every one.

Where the vaccineWomes from 
which is used to vaccinate the calves 
I do not know and have not met any­
one yet who does. In England for a 

' time the pus was scraped from the 
sores on corpses of those who died in 
the pest house and the calves were 
vaccinated from this. In the United 
States all one learns is that the vac­
cine is “imported.” If any reader has 
time it might be well to visit the 
State Vaccine Establishment and see 
what answer he would get to this in­
quiry. Certainly people ought to knqw 
what this poisonous material is tha.t 
is being given to them through their 
blood. When the State forces medi­
cine upon a person, that person has a 
right to know what the medicine is 
and where it comes from.

-----  \

However, in Massachusetts there 
is an exemption law for children. This 
fact is not generally known either to 
parents or teachers. This is not quite 
equal to the “Conscience Clause” in 
England, for here there must be an 
examination by a regular practicing 
physician.

Therefore, parents, if you think 
vaccination will injure your child you 
may have a certificate of exemption 
and the child may attend school with­
out vaccination.

Massachusetts has carried a vac­
cination case all the way through the 
courts, even to the Supreme Court 
in Washington. Every one of these 
courts decided that the matter must 
be settled by the state legislature and 
the people. We, then, who do not ap­
prove of vaccination should take pains 
to let our legislators know our senti­
ments, for the- Supreme Court says 
that “the Legislature expresses the 
will of the people.”

Pennsylvania has been, and still is, 
having a strenuous time with the pub­
lic vaccinator. About a year ago a 
new health officer was appointed who 
determined to carry out to the letter 
the compulsory law in that state. As 
a result many children were made sick 
and several died. In some of the 

^schools the teachers resigned and the 
pupils left until the schools had to ' 
close «for want of pupils and teach­
ers. Cases were carried to the courts, 
public meetings were held and speak­
ers who understood the subject of vac­
cine making and the effects of vac­
cination upon the human, were pres­
ent and gave talks. Also an organiz­
er was hired and paid to travel 
through the state giving information 
upon the subject and forming anti-
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compulsory vaccination societies in all 
the towns and villages visited. This 
organizer is still at work and we may 
hope to see the Keystone State Treed 
from this superstitious rite at an early 
day. .

If only the people of Massachusetts 
would wake nip and work with equal 
eagerness we also might hope for a 
speedy change. If a guaranty fund 
of six hundred dollars could be ob­
tained an organizer is ready to spend 
one year in the work for Massachu- 
seats. Readers of the “Banner,” will 
not you consider this proposition ?

You all know from experience that 
not only does vaccination not prevent 
small-pox, but that it on the contrary 
causes small-pox and that sometimes 
in a severe form. Had there been no 
vaccination small-pox would have 
died out of itself, as has the “Black 
Plague,” Asiatic cholera, etc. Clean 
living, hygienic surroundings, these 
are what prevent disease of any kind, 
small-pox included.

Small-pox is a filth disease. Vac­
cine is filth scraped from a putrid 

' sore on a sick beast. No one knows 
what germs of disease are mixed in 
Kith the vaccine.

Parents, have your children ^ ex­
empted.

One more caution to those who eat 
flesh. The same firms that make vac­
cine and anti-toxin also make beef ex­
tract. Does any one know what be­
comes of the horses used for anti­
toxin and the calves used for vac­
cine? They are not lost.

\ " *
Miss Lillian Whiting sailed Saturday 

December 1st, for Italy wheeg she will 
spend the winter amid scenes and asso­
ciations with which, she has made us all 
familiar through her obedient pen.

•----- \

OF LIGHT 21

The Power of Thought
By William Strong.

The power of mind over matter has 
found general acceptance only in re­
cent years. One of the points of dif­
ference between the physical scientist 
and the occultist is in the question of 
the possible transfer of magnetism or 
nervous force. The physical scientist 
insists that although the nervous force 
exists and does all within the body 
that the occultist claims, yet it is con­
fined to the nervous systems and can­
not traverse their limits. The occult­
ist. however, knows by experience 
that this magnetism or nervous force 
can and does traverse the boundaries 
of the nervous system and is projected 
at times to a great distance from the 
person in whose system it was stored 
up. All positive thought, good or 
bad. is more or less heavily charged 
with magnetism. The man of strong 
will power sends forth vigorous 
thought, consciously or unconsciously, 
according to his knowledge of the 
subject, and sends with it a supply of 
magnetism in proportion to the force 
or energy of the thought. Thoughts 
so charged are sent like a bullet from 
consciousness to consciousness. A pub­
lic speaker understanding the law, 
who is himself highly charged with 
magnetism, ^can send fortl^ words 
which are but the expression _ of 
thought and send them with such 
force that one can fairly feel the im­
pact of the thought. These thoughts 
may be so impregnated with living 
power that they will act like living 
forces.

Interesting experiments along the 
line of human magnetism may be 
tried. Let a number of friends sit in
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a circle, holding hands. Let all con­
centrate their minds on the common 
purpose of sending a magnetic cur­
rent. There must be the understand 
ing that the current shall move in one 
direction so that there may be the ben­
efit of co-operation without clashing 
and consequent loss. If the party is 
very harmonious and all conditions 
favorable, they will soon feel a faint­
tingling like an electric current. This 
practice will be very helpful to any in 
the circle who may be physically 
weak and especially so if there be a 
number in the circle who are very 
vigorous and highly charged with 
magnetism. This practice must be in­
dulged in moderately to prevent un­
profitable phenomena.

The old and‘well understood prac­
tice of laying on of hands enjoined in 
the Newr Testament touches the same 
principle. Evolution at its best brings 
us ever in close touch with all that is 
best in thought and practice through 
the ages. Truth is a living principle 
and can never die. Hence the Man of 
Nazareth—the Christ of history—the 
world’s great Teacher said, “I am the 
Truth.” The good, pure priest, who 
through obedience to Divine Law’, 
builds himself up into perfect man­
hood, out of nature’s elements in his 
environment, becomes surcharged 
with human magnetism and if at the 
same time, he, through a knowledge 
of the God-principle, cultivates his 
soul-force, thus giving an absolute 
equilibrium to manhood he may, by a 
right direction of his power amongst 
his people (a constant receiving and 
imparting out of a sympathetic na­
ture) become a power for good—a sa­
vior of men. Hence, the need of 
knowledge and a holy, pure purpose
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in the priesthood, that the ignorant 
and erring may ^e redeemed by the 
same power.

Sorrow' and sickness are twin broth­
ers and the offspring ’ of ignorance. 
Knowledge is the w'orld’s savior—not 
the knowledge of the schools, but the 
higher and richer thought, which is a 
controlling power in the life and con­
duct.
With knowledge comes love like an 

ocean,
All boundless and shoreless and vast. 
As you dip in its life-giving waters, 
This, this w ill w ipe out the past.

*
A COUNTRY GOVERNED BY WOMEN

From "La Fraternidad

Among the colonial possessions of 
Holland is a very noteworthy little state, 
whose constitution and customs are ex­
traordinary.

In the island of Java, between the 
cities of Batavia and Sainarang, is the 
kingdom of Bantom; while this is trib­
utary to Holland, it is in other respects 
independent, and, although it is -of no 
political importance, it is rich and pros­
perous and from time immemorial has 
been governed and defended by women.

The sovereign is a man, but the rest 
of the government is in the hands of 
the fair sex. The Council of State, 
upon which the king depends ^ntirely, 
is ^om posed of three women; and the 
most important authorities; all the of­
ficials of the State; members of the Sen­
ate; the chiefs of the military depart­
ment and the soldiers are without ex­
ception, women. The men are mer- 

, Chants and agriculturalists.
The crown is transmissible to the old­

est son of the king. In case the king 
should die without leaving a successor, 
one hundred amazons assemble to elect 
a new king from among their own sons.

Translated for The Banner of Light.



Spiritualism and the Law
By Hon. Cliarles R. Schirm

Practically no attempt at classifica­
tion has been made in these papers. I 
have elsewhere, intimated that this 
must be left for some one to do at a 
later date. The demands upon my 
time will not permit me to make a 
careful arrangement under various 
headings. It seems urgent that the 
substance be given as quickly as pos­
sible, leaving details to be attended to 
in the future, as I am convinced that 
we have reached a period of general 
interest in spirit phenomena and that 
every Spiritualist should be as thor­
oughly equipped as „ possible in a 
knowledge of his legal rights and the 
method of enforcing them, as well as 
the phenomena and philosophy.

The first case I shall take up in this 
paper is interesting from the fact that 
the opinion of the Appellate Court 
lays down a broad rule for deciding 
cases wherein the opinions of the tes­
tator are made the ground of contest.

In the Matter of W. F. Story, 20 
Ill>App. 183, decided 1886. Wilbur 
F. Story died October 27th, 1884, and 
on December 5th, 1884. his widow, 
the executrix, presented his will, 
dated February ist, 1881, to the Prob­
ate Court of Cook county for probate. 
Objection thereto having been made, 
a hearing was had. Testimony of wit­
nesses to the will was taken and upon 
that testimony -the court refused to 
admit the will to probate. An appeal 
was taken to tlie Circuit Court, which 
court reversed the decision Sof' the 
Probate Court and ordered the will to 
be probated. An appeal was then tak­

en to the Appellate Court. The 
grounds of the appeal were want of 
testamentary capacity, undue influence 
and other grounds based on legal 
technicalities. The Appellate Court 
affirmed the finding of the Circuit 
Court. As we are interested in that 
phase of the case which bears on 
Spiritualism. I shall quote such por­
tions of the opinion of the Appellate 
Court pertaining to that subject.

“To support the contention that the 
testator was not of sound mind, it 
was shown that in 1878 he suffered 
a paralytic stroke, which it was 
claimed, affected his mind, and from 
the effects of which he never recov­
ered ; and an offer was made to show 
by the record of the probate court that 
on August 8th, 1884, testator was de­
clared by said court, by an order 
based on the verdict of a jury, to be 
a distracted person, but this record 
was ruled out by the court as being 
too remote. It was shown that for 
several years prior to his death, tes­
tator held the belief that communica­
tions could be had with the spirits of 
another world, and it is contended 
that advantage was taken of hi^cred- 
ulity in the matter of such spiritual 
communications by Mrs. Story and 
her sister, one Mrs. Rose, to practice 
imposition upon him. Mrs. Rose pre­
tended. it is’ said, to have received 
communications from the spirit of 
some Indian, who took great interest 
in the welfare of Mr. Story. It is 
shown by references made by said 
Storv in some of the letters written
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by him, that he thought himself in re­
ceipt of Sdvice, as to some of his mat­
ters, from a spirit or individual, to 
whom he alluded as the ‘litfie squaw ;’ 
that he is receiving treatment for his 
bodily ailments from the same source, 
which is greatly benefitting him. His 
faith ir\ these ‘little squaw’ manifesta­
tions and communications, which they 
regard as delusion and the result of 
the imposition alleged, is one of the 
main facts stated in support of their 
opinion by the witnesses who testify 
that the testator was of non-disposing 
mind.”,

“This witness (Alfred S. Trude, 
the attorney who drew the will and 
signed it as a witness) also mentions 
a belief of the testator’s that he was 
the victim of sewer-gas, which belief 
was based on information obtained 
from the spirit of ‘Little Squaw,’ 
through Mrs. Rose; that testator was 
urged by ‘Little Squaw to hurry the 
completion, and at the same dictation 
change, in many ways, the plans of 
the building known as the Story man­
sion, the expenditure for the erection 
of which was, it is argued, out of all 
proportion to testator’s financial abil­
ity and not in accordance with pru­
dent business management ;^that tes­
tator was led on to gratify the ambi­
tion of Mrs. Story in this course, by 
conspiracy of Mrs. Story and her sis-, 
ter and through means of the pretend­
ed spiritual communications, and that 
the signing of the will in question 
was brought about by the same 
means.”-'

Such are the salient facts as re­
hearsed by the court and now I quote 
its opinion as to the application of the 
law to such a state of facts.

“The fact that a man somewhat ad-
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vanced in years, and suffering from 
disease, holds the opinion, whether 
founded on his own imagination or 
the suggestion of others, that his ail­
ment is due to this or that cause, or 
that one who professes a belief in 
what is known as Spiritualism, may 
be influenced by and led to give cred­
ence to alleged communications from 
spirits which are, in fact, no commun­
ications, but impositions and delusions 
contrived by designing persons, is 
very far from sufficient to prove in 
such persons want of testamentary ca­
pacity. Such beliefs, even if whims 
or delusions, are compatible with dis­
posing mind on the part of those hold­
ing them, buLsuch facts are proper to 
be considered with reference to ques­
tions of mental weakness and the sus­
ceptibility of the testator to the arts 
of those who would mislead him for 
some purpose of their own.”

The court in commenting upon the 
testimony of some of the witnesses 
said:

“There is much in the testimony of 
these witnesses to lead to the belief 
that they confused the term sound 
memory with defective memory. 
Sound mind and memory is equiva­
lent to the term sanity, and the mind 
and memory which is sufficiently 
sound to constitute testamentary capa­
city, is the capacity to transact ordi­
nary business.” <

Ip support of the doctrines con­
tained in the foregoing paragraph, I 
refer to five Illinois cases.

“If the testator was of sound mind 
but of poor or impaired memory, he 
was of sound mind and memory, as 
the phrase is known in law. The fail­
ure of memory is not sufficient to cre­
ate the incapacity, unless it be quite

1
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total fir extend to his immediate fam­
ily and property. As known in law, 
sound memory is something quite dif­
ferent from good or unimpaired 
memory, in which sense the subscrib­
ing witnesses understood it. Failure 
of memory does not constitute un­
soundness of memory.”

Yoe vs. McCord, 74 Ill. 33.
"A person who is capable of trans­

acting, ordinary business, is also cap­
able of making a valid will. It is not 
required that he shall possess a high • 
er capacity for that than for the 
transaction of the ordinary affairs of 
life. A man cajable of buying and 
selling property, settling accounts, 
collecting and paying out money or 
borrowing or loaning money, must 
usually be regarded as capable of 
making a valid disposition of his prop­
ertv bv will. The rule is the same in 
the case of a sale of a property and 
its disposition by will, and the usual 
test is, that the party be capable of 
acting rationally in the ordinary af­
fairs of life.”"

Meeker vs. Meeker, 75 Ill., 266, de­
cided 1874. ,

Rutherford vs. Morris, 77 Ill., 410. 
decided 1875.

Carpenter vs. Calvert, 83 Ill., 67, 
decided 1876.

“The property owner, unless an 
idiot or a lunatic, must be allowed to 
make his own distribution of his prop­
erty ; nor does the fact that a party 
is physically unable to look after his 
property, or that his mind is enfeebled 
by age or disease, if not to tlie point 
of'lunacy or absolute imbecility, take 
from him this powtr.”

• Kimball vs. Cuddy, Supreme Court 
Ill. 6 N. E. Rep. 539.

(To be continued.)

“Congregationalist 
(Trinitarian)”

By William Stansfield
Your editorial on the above in a 

former issue of the “Banner” is a 
splendid reminder of how things 
move in matters theological. Of 
course from the “hotbed of Unitarian- 
ism” (Boston), what else can be 
expected? To many of us the im­
provement seems terribly slow, and 
proves to a demonstration how deep­
ly ingrained and rooted in the minds 
of the people have been the autocratic 
teachings of the priesthood during the 
past centuries, when none were al­
lowed independent thought on the 
teachings which pertained to their 
supposed spiritual welfare.

If the readers of the paper from 
which you quote would but extend 
their faculties of reasoning just a lit­
tle further, they would see that even 
their present position has its troubles 
in both the mental and spiritual 
spheres, for their statements of pres­
ent faith are purely wordy, and not 
open to; the dictates of logic and 
sound reason. The very term “in­
carnation" referred to bears upon its 
face a meaning which the writer him- 

-.self would refuse to countenance.
It^ is acknowledged that this phase 

of belief in Jesus carrier with *it a 
theological meaning altogether for­
eign to our conception of the moral 
and ethical basis of the true spiritual 
existence. .

However, this-writer tries to invade 
the province of the “Fathers” in his 
criticisms of their theological stand­
ing, he cannot but see how thin is 
the partition which divides them, in 
that it merely amounts to words.
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Definitions have proved too much 
for the advanced theologian, so jow 
he asks to be freed from a full expres­
sion of his “beliefs.” It is well, 
though, to advance at this feeble pace, 
for we may be sure that in these 
times of mental and social reaction an 
early acceleration of the pace will 
mark another page in the history of 
the thought of the world. The church­
es will then see such a “departure" 
from the old well-beaten tracks as 
they have not hitherto witnessed.

I well rerfiember, some 30 years 
ago. a lengthy correspondence which 
took place in the columns of the Eng­
lish Congregational weekly . (The 
Christian World) of which I was a 
subscriber for 30 years—on the sub­
ject of “Eternal Punishment,” the 
discussion of which was participated 
in by large numbers of ministerial 
and lay preachers, many of whom 
dare not sign their names.

Many of these writers stoutly con 
demned this doctrine,_ some of them 
pertinently asking how it could be 
punishment if it was “eternal." as 
“punishment” is intended to be reme­
dial and not meted out in a vengeful 
spirit, which would be the case if it 
was eternal. They pointed out that 
this gave the death blow to the doc­
trine coming from a God of Love. The 
position that these controversialists 
took up at that time in the old coun­
try made for a much larger and 
broader field dj thought amongst the 
churches on this subject. The “Chris­
tian World’\ has largely led the way 
in the matter of freedom for the in­
dividual conscience on theological 
propositions. As an old Unitarian I 
was delighted with these aspects of 
advancing orthodoxy.

Two years ago the “Daily' Tele­
graph,” one of the largest circulated 
dailies in Great Britain, allowed its 
columns to be opened on the subject 
of “Do we believe?” The correspond­
ence on this subject became so vast 
and writers opened their minds so 
candidly that one of the contributors 
remarked that the columns of that 
journal had been transformed into a 
public confession box.

To- a student of contemporaneous 
thought this controversy was an eye 
opener. Many who wrote were mem­
bers of Christian churches and ac­
knowledged that they did not "be­
lieve” in the commonly accepted doc­
trines of the churches. In fact, there 
was an epidemic of questionings. It 
was found that there was a real de­
sire to “believe” in the majority of 
cases, but a strong feeling that the 
"beliefs” current in the churches 
were not tenable in the light of mod­
ern knowledge.

The article in the “Congregation­
alist" appears to me to bear some­
what similar relationship to this lat­
ter phase of the -subject. The writer 
and his friends desire to hold to the 
“beliefs," but to place a new construc­
tion on them by altering their verbi­
age, though, at the same tim^ keep- 
ingMiold of ‘‘beliefs” for which no 
logical interpretation in words can 
possibly be found. ,

Spiritualism has everything in its 
favor, not being brought face to face 

‘with these difficulties of varying “be­
liefs” and theological discrepancies. 
Its faith rests upon “The truth shall 
make you free.” .

Quest St., Newcastle, Pa. >

(Late of England.)



Last Words on Evolution
By Mime Inness

The ancient champion of Monism, 
EAst Haeckel of the University of 
Jena, was last year induced, in spite 
of his advanced age, to address the 
people of Berlin. The lectures were 
entirely popular and Prof. Haeckel 
determined to make them his last 
word on Evolution. The original two 
w^re supplemented by a third and last 
on “Immortality and God.” These 
lectures coming as they did, from the 
highest authority on the doctrine of 
Monism, an old gladiator in the field, 
and one who had for over half a cen­
tury met all comers, attracted wide at­
tention. They were published and 
quickly ran through several editions. 
From the second edition Joseph Mc­
Cabe translated them and the volume 
under review is the result of that 

j translation.
Monism is the most materialistic of 

all materialistic views of the universe. 
It is, as its name signifies, the doctrine 
that all is one; that in the last analy­
sis every known thing is matter or 
some expression of matter.

The learned professor is, as he con­
fesses in his preface, no compromiser. 
When he fights, he fights hard and 
there is for him no middle ground. 
For many years he has known what 
it is to endure all sorts of personal, 
ignominious attacks on account of his 
philosophy and when in reading the 
book we find polemics where we ex­
pect philosophy, we cannot long al-

•(Last Words On Evolution. By Ernst 
Haeckel'. Translated by Joseph McCabe. 179 
pp. $1.00. Peter Eckler, New York.)

low that to create wonder. Ratlier 
is it to be wondered at that the old 
war horse does not more harshly re­
sent the attacks and does not feel 
more bitterly the gibes of his antag­
onists. And yet one scarcely sees 
wjiat Prof. Haeckel gains with an au­
dience of the present day in calling 
the Pope “the charlatan of the Vati­
can” or in scorning the Jesuits now 
that they have come, partly at least 
and in their own way, into a belief in 
the truth of Evolution. That Wass- 
man is a Jesuit, has no tendency eith­
er to prove or disprove his thesis. 
Why then ring the changes on Jesuit­
ism? Is it to catch the public ear? 
All very well in a political discussion; 
but can we thus teach the great philo­
sophical truths of the universe?

Chapter one is devoted to a discus­
sion, largely historical, of Evolution 
and Dogma. Here the traces of the 
long .fight between Science and the 
Church, now practically at an end, ap­
pear in the text. The bitterness which 
characterized the controversy in its 
day, the old professor cannot forget. 
Nor is he satisfied*with the fact that 
all Protestantism, has long accepted 
Evolution and the Catholic church 
has come to a partial acceptance of 
it. The smell of the battle still re­
turns and inspires the veteran, to fight 
over the old battles, now possible 
only in imagination.

In his second chapter he devotes 
himself to proving that man is de­
scended from an ape. He delights 
to put the question thus in its most

\
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revolting form and then to drive his 
opponents to a confession of defeat 
by his arguments. It fe the fight 
which apparently charms him, but. his 
contest is like that of Don Quixote, 
with windmills only. There is sub­
stantial scientific agreement with him 
today on this point of the descent of 
man, with this qualification; that 
while it is probable that the apes are 
an earlier form of the human animal, 
it is but a theory incapable of proof 
upon present-data.

Haeckel admits the necessity of 
finding the missing link, but claims 
that it has been found in one or two 
fossil skeletons unearthed within ten 
years. Inasmuch as Haeckel is a Sci­
entist demanding of his opponents the 
fullest and most convincing evidence 
to prove their claims, it seems remark­
able that upon one or two fossil skel­
etons, which may have well been ab­
normal types, he founds the whole 
doctrine of the Descent of Man.

But this is Haeckel. The wooden 
feet of the golden statue become pain­
fully. evident when we analyze his 
evidence and his arguments. We find 
him only human after all and we learn 
that scientific men may be most fall­
ible and, just like other people, in­
clined to accept, as conclusive proof 
in their own case, evidence which they 
would scornfully reject if offered Ho 
prove their opponents’ claim.

The third chapter covers immor­
tality and the soul. Neither of these 
exist, .according to Haeckel. All is 
mere matter, and mere matter sprang 
into'existence by spontaneous gener­
ation. All its laws ^are chemical or 
organic laws. There is no soul and 
hence can be no immortality.' There 
is no soul because there is nothing but
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matter and mind is merely a function 
of the brain. “When the brain dies 
the soul comes to an end” and life “is 
only a chemical and physical process.”

To state this outline of the Monist 
philosophy is refutation enough. It 
has been refuted many times. It is 
an unthinkable belief and a curiously 
short-sighted one. If life be but a 
process, process implies a law under 
which the process acts. Whence that 
law? “Process" also implies action of 
some sort. Whence the force which 
makes the action possible?

“When the brain dies the soul 
comes to an end.”

According to Haeckel the brain is 
simply an engine which produces a 
result, to wit: mind; like a steam en­
gine which when run produces steam. 
Haeckel says that when the engine 
dies the steam comes to an end. Was 
there ever a clearer case of mistaking 
the cause for the effect and vice ver­
sa? Verily, too much learning doth 
make men mad.

The whole Monist system depends 
absolutely upon the truth of “Spon­
taneous generation.” Being a scien­
tist, Haeckel rejects every thing for 
which he has no scientific evidence 
resting on facts. He cannot accept 
things which he cannot in some way 
apprehend by his senses. Therefore, 
he rejects soul and spirit and says, all 
is matter. But this very theory is 
based upon spontaneous generation, 
an unknown act, never experienced, 
for -which there is not a scrap of tes­
timony of any sort and which is as 
elusive as “the baseless fabric of a 
dream.”

Spontaneous generation is, so far 
as we know, a myth, pure and sim­
ple; Why does Haeckel so insist upon
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it? Because without it, he is driven 
Back upon some unmaterial power, 
some force outside of ourselves. This 
would make his world of matter but 
the visible, tangible, audible tools 
through which this “force” is shown 
to us. This would drive him to the
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Spiritualistic theory by which all is in­
deed one. but that one is all spirit and 
the world of sense but forms of the 
manifestation of that spirit. Monism 
of the spirit is truth; Monism of mat­
ter an illogical, false theory.

Book Comment and Revieu)
What a sermon of 

From Dream to sweetness and light is 
Vision of Life every one of Miss 

Whiting’s books. Not 
only a sermon, but a uniting of science 
and idealism, mathematics and the imag­
ination. How clearly this little book 
answers the stock questions of those 
whose sneers at Spiritualism are but the 
echo of their ignorance! It is such a de­
lightful satisfaction that even to indicate 
it would detract from the charm to 
which every one should treat himself by 
becoming a reader of “From Dream to 
Vision of Life.”

Have you any doubt, O ye practical 
man of affairs, as to whether or not life 
beyond this is a fact? Read this book 
which does not so much demonstrate as 
it-convincingly announces. “What good 
does it do?” do you ask, you materialis­
tic utilitarian? Then read the book and 
get some ideas upon things you have al­
ways known, but never yet knew that 
you knew.

Is there a sneer and a frown at the 
hardness of this life, and a longing for 
it to be absorbed into nothingness, ris­
ing in your heart, O Idbely agnostic? 
Take counsel of this book, see how the 
continuity of life and intercommunica­
tion of friends, lends radiance, sweet­
ness, contentment and joy to this world 
of ours, and then fling away your doubts 
and your darkness, step out into life and 
for once just live one, good, true, real 
hour. Your agnosticism will drop from 
you like & garment that is soiled and 
over-worn, and for the first time life will 
smell sweet to you.

This book teaches us how Spiritualism 
is the only faith which fills every de-

mand of life and death. It cheers the 
drooping and downcast; it builds up new 
hope for the despairing, it fills the days 
with the sweet companionship of our 
best beloved, and guards our rights with 
the unceasing watchfulness of undying 
love. It gives to poetry its true signifi­
cance and makes the prose of daily life 
an inspiration. It explains the mysteries 
of "life, death and the vast forever,” and 
makes of them “one grand sweet song.” 
It shows "us God and through it He 
speaks to our waiting ears. It answers 
the every question of the skeptic and 
brings life into the dead corpse of his un­
belief. It makes intelligible the sacred 
truths of the Bible, and truer than any of 
the Christian religions, it reveals to us 
the Christ. It reconciles what otherwise 
is forever unreconcilable— the long war­
fare of science and religion—and shows 
the warring factions that all true science 
is religion and all true religion is science.

Like mercy “ ’tis mightiest in the 
mightiest,” and yet no child of God so 
small and weak as not to be warmed in­
to new joy and sweeter life by the clasp 
of its all embracing arms.

The mysteries of the universe are 
within its ken, and the ihessengers of its 
loving friendship guide us daily, even in 
our rising up and sitting down. It teach­
es us that all religions are one, as the 
human heart is one, one with all and all 
with God. It was from the beginning of 
the world, it is now, supremest, best and 
ever shall be through eternity’s unend­
ing aeons, always and forever, vibrating, 
pulsating, living life.

(From Dream to Vision of Life, by 
Lilian Whiting. Little, Brown & Co., 19 
mo. 181 pp., $1; white and'gold, $1.25.
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This novel is all American.

Mister Bill, Its flavor is of the West, al- 
“A* Man.” though the greater part of 

the story has to do with New York life. 
The hero is a New Yorker, transplanted 
to the mining regions, who returns to the 
money metropolis, and in the language of 
the street, ‘‘does up the gang,” who are 
trying, by manipulating the stock of the 
company owning his mines, to compel a 
sale of the “properties” to them at their 
own price.

Incidentally the hero meets the young 
widow, the heroine of the story, and mar­
ries her after he has ruined her financial­
ly by his success in “the deal.”

The plot making and the handling of 
the details are well done. The compli­
cations are not as intricate as those in 
Wilkie Collins’ stories, nor is it difficult 
to forecast the very evident outcome of 
the story.

The character painting is best de­
scribed by saying it is good work for an 
amateur. To the handling of his tools 
he has not yet become fully accustomed, 
but it is quite evident that underneath a 
little awkwardness lies the true artist.

The criticism one would make upon 
the hero, as he stands out in the picture, 
is that he is altogether too spotless, too 
strong, too good. He never gets the 
worst of it, even in the slightest conver­
sation, and while one never loses inter­
est in “Mister Bill," one feels that he is 
dangerously near being a bit of a prig.

His talks with the heroine when, dur­
ing the earlier part of their acquaint­
ance, it is a case of battle royal, are the 
best managed parts of the book.

Later his iJve making' is a shade too 
cold, and although it is revealed to us 
before it is to him t®at the widow loves 
him, yet when, they both find out that 
they are in love, neither seems to take 
advantage of the opportunity to indulge 
in the caresses and endearment with 
which newly-discovered love is wont to 

. regale itself. The widow has “been 
there” and knows how. She is one of 
those bits of femininity which hates to 
yield and does so only when it recog­
nizes a master, but -when the yielding 
does come, it is not usual for such wom-

OF LIGHT January
en to remain one side of the room, while 
her lord Is on the other, and indulge only 
in such fierce endearments as to call her 
conquering hero “dear.” One wonders 
whether the author was ever in love or 
whether he feared that the strong man 
he had drawn might be made a shade 
weaker should love-making be allowed.

But isn’t it the strong man with the 
big heart who is the most ardent lover of 
them all when he meets his fate?

The book shows th6 author to have 
strength which will some day put him 
alongside the author of “The Virginian.’’ 
It is evidence of this quality that makes 
the book such easy reading that it is 
hard to lay it down until the last page 
has been turned.

The best chapter in the book, where 
the writer seems most at home, is that 
entitled “A Real and Truly Story.”

(By Albert E. Lyons, 319 pp. Richard 
G. Badger, Boston.)

*.
What the Banner 
of Light did for the 
early history of Spirit­
ualism in America bj 
publishing Emma Har­

The Pioneers of 
Spiritualism in 

France

dinge Britten’s “Modern American Spir­
itualism” La Revue Spirite is attemp­
ting to do in bringing forward the work 
of M. Malgras “The Pioneers of Spirit­
ualism in France.” La Revhe Spirite, 
setting forth the work editorially in a 
recent number of this valuable journal 
(founded by that ripe scholar and brave 
soldier, Allan Kardec,) gives us in these 

thoughtful words an emphasis to the 
^situation that makes this work necessary: 

"In the masterly review by Ed. Grimard 
of the book *of which we speak, he per­
tinently inquires, will there not come a 
time when we must try to get the level 
of our situation, intellectually, morally 
and, more specially, spiritually? We 
have come-to one of those turning points 
in human history where problems mul­
tiply; opinions become intrenched, where 
a thousand things of a complexed and 
confusing nature are believed in;- where 
it is important, nevertheless, that there 
should come out of it, if not absolute 
truth, at least some, idea synthetic and

1
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directive, capable of indicating to earthlj' 
pilgrims, so easily discouraged upon 
their journey, some rational and normal 
clearing up.

“In order to make an attempt to res­
pond to this we present to the public, 
“The Pioneers of Spiritualism in France” 
This work comprehends two parts. The 
first, the pages on the ‘old men,' to use 
the expression of Camille Chaigneau, 
where are represented by extracts from 
their works relating to Spiritualism or 
inspired by it, all the great men of the 
second half of the 19th century, Honore 
de Belzac, M. de Girardin, Jean Reynaud, 
Boucher de Perthes, Allan Kardec, Alex­
andre Dumas. Th. Guthier, Jacques Bab- 
inet, J. Michelet. Georges Sand, Victor 
Hugo, Andre Godin, Villiers de ’Isle- 
Adam, Louis Figuer, Ch. Fauvety, Eug. 
Nus, Aug. Vasquerie, Ch. Lomon, Sadi 
Carnot, etc.

“The second part, our contemporaries 
(and this is the most important part 
of the work)who have been willing to 
show by their writings, for the most part 
not edited, their opinion upon Spiritualism 
and psychic science. Among the latter 
besides Victorien Sardou, Flammarion, 
Professor Richet, Colonel de Rochas, 
there are a number of people of the 
literary world; members of the literary 
and spiritual press, well known writers, 
lecturers, artists, savants, doctors, high 
officials, professors of universities, su­
perior officers of the army, old parliamen­
tarians and people of the world.

“Spiritualism is barely a half century 
old and already has a considerable his­
tory. Few Spiritualists, we speak of 
the new ones, know this. Where can 
this history be found? Who is the His­
torian of it. We believe that this work, 
so conscientiously prepared by M. Mal- 
gras, without pretending to be this his 
tory, will be at least the first stone of 
the edifice which will one day be raised 
to the glory of our ancient doctrine.

As to those who are almost entirely 
ignorant of psychic science, they will 
find in this book a clear and precise ex­
pression of the most important principles 
upon which that science is established and 
they will see that this science so decried
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by the ignorant mass, nevertheless is 
the study of choice among those who 
constitute in France the highest intel­
lectual class.

Besides the postage, the work will be 
sold for eight francs in a large volume 
de luxe, of about six hundred pages em­
bellished with numerous photographs.

Add to the price 1 FT. 2 S. For the 
present, subscriptions may be sent to 
M. Leymarie, 42 Rue St. Jacques, Paris.

M
This is a good book 

A Sketch of the in every true sense 
Life of John M. of the word “good." 
Todd This leads to the in­

quiry. what makeJ a 
book “good?”

A book may be good literature, good 
morals, good history. This book is all 
these, not that the style or the rhetoric 
or the grammar or the arrangement 
meets the highest canons of rhetorical 
art. But it is a human document, told 
in a natural way by a good man. a good 
citizen, a liberal thinker and a broad 
mind. 'Tis true we seldom expect to find 
such qualities in one whose long life has 
been occupied by the duties of a barber, 
but here is a barber who has read and 
thought to good advantage. It is a good 
book. ■ The world will be better for the 
book and for the life of the man who 
wrote it. (A Sketch of the Life_ of 
John M. Todd.) Sixty years in a bar­
ber shop and reminiscences of his cus­
tomers written by himself. (324 pp.) 
William W. Roberts. Co., Portland, Me . 
51.00.

* M
St, Nicholas is to have 

Mrs. Rice’s Alice Hegan Rice’s first se- 
New Serial rial story for young people, 

and the opening chapters ap­
peared in the December issue, the Christ­
mas number. /‘Captain June” is the 
title; and the story deals with a little 
American lad's adventures in Japan. 
The tale is full, it is said, of the same 
sunny humor that has characterized Mrs. 
Rice’s books for older readers. The 
story is being illustrated by C. D. Wel­
don. •

\
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To Commander Peary, U.S. N.
By Minnie Meserve Soule

[Written after hearing the Commander 
lecture as he was preparing for the voy­
age from which he has just returned.]

Oh, strong, brave soul, undaunted still, 
You’d search the Northern Sea, 
Where sits in silence awful, grand. 
The topmost mystery;

Where cruel winds, for ages past, 
Have shrieked and hissed in glee;
And up and down the icebergs hurled, 
In wildest revelry.

The eye of man ne’er looked upon 
The power-house of Night, 
Till, through the unbroken sea of ice. 
It burst upon your sight.

At last, beneath the stars’ cold gleam— 
So near to all you sought— 
O'ercome by nature, sick and sore. 
You feared your fight was fought.

There, at the desolate end of earth, 
In a cairn, our. flag was laid;
Tribute to country and to wife— 
(By her loved hand ’twas made.)

“My dream is o’er,” you wrote that day,.
And southward turned your eyes; 
The years of hope had passed away, 
And doubt was in your skies.

Ah, no! for you .hope cannot die, 
'Twill e'er burn in your breast;
It's altar fires are in your heart 
To serve you in your quest.

'Twill light you in that sunless place;
'Twill guide unerringly;
'Twill melt the trackless wastes of ice, 
And ope the Polar Sea.

And while we work in sunny clime. 
Our prayers a.nd love will go. 
As trusty friends; to bring you back 
The Conqueror, we know.

The Plurality of Inhabited Worlds

Camille Flammarion closes a splen­
did article on this subject, too long 
for us^to quote ^entire, with t^ese 
words:

“Work beidg the law of life, it 
is necessary that in this universe in 
which activity is the function of Be­
ings, we should- be born in a state of 
simplicity and ignorance; that in 
worlds a little more advanced we 
should begin-wlth elementary works; 
it is necessary that we should take 
with us into worlds still more ad­
vanced a certain amount of knowledge 
already acquired; and. finally, it is

necessary that Happiness, to which 
we all aspire, should be the reward of 
our labor, the fruit of our energy. If 
in our, Father’s house, there are many 

* mansions, they are not so many beds 
of repose; they are rather the dwell­
ing places in which the faculties of 
the soul are to be aroused in all their 
spheres of action into a vigorous ac­
tivity and greater energy. In these 
mansions riches increase in propor­
tion to our effort, in them we learn 
better to understand the nature of 
things ; better to comprehend God in 
His power: better to adore Him in His 
glory and His splendor.”
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A LINK IN OUR GOLDEN CHAIN: 

tDeath Has No flower to Unite or 
Divide; It Is an Incident.

“If Spiritualists believe what they 
preach about the beautiful and won­
derful spirit world, where separation 
cannot come, I should think they 
would refuse to take medicine when 
ill that they could the sooner reach 
that better country', and I should think 
that suicide would be a stepping stone 
to peace.”

It was a man of rare intelligence, 
and unusual opportunities, who made 
that statement. His life for two years 
had been full of sorrow and heartache, 
and as he stood over the last open 
grave he could -see nothing of light or 
life, or love, no glintings even of hope 
to lighten the shadows of his present. 
Alone, his grief unspeakable, his bur­
den heavy, all that he loved gone. 
Gone, somewhere. He did not know 
where. No voice had sounded through 
his silence. No message had cheered 
his heart, and the agony of doubt was 
fast growing into settled despair.

Only' to be with the one whose voice 
was hushed and still!

Only to feel the touch of a loved 
hand 1

It might be blackest night where 
the dear one was wandering; but 
night, or torture or hell, with the con­
scious companionship of that loved

one, would be better than separation.
Why not lie down and let death re­

lease him from the bondage of life, or, 
better still, why not seek the Death 
Angel and under his sheltering wing 
be wafted to the land of Spirits?

.Why not, indeed!
Many men have put this question 

to their souls, in the dark, and when 
alone, while the billows of sorrow 
were rolling around and about them.

Many women have weighed the 
matter calculating to a nicety the 
chances for and against happiness, and 
have at last ended the pain or dis­
grace of a moment. '

Very often men have said, “My life 
is my own, but it isn't worth living,” 
and the click of the revolver was the 
last_sad note in the song of their lives.

If life is better and sweeter “over 
there,” why should they not cut cor­
ners and get over there as soon as 
posible?

If the separation from those they 
hold dear is more than they can bear, 
and death will unite them, why not 
court death ?

Ah, if we believed that the separa­
tion were real, even though it be but 
for a term of years, how could we 
smile! The mother’s empty arms 
would refuse to do her bidding. The 
bereaved husband’s eyes, dimmed 
with tears, could see no springtime
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beauty, for the gray mist of sorrow 
would shut the glory out. The or­
phan’s sobbing breath would fill the 
earth with wailing and the harmonies 
of the world would be turned to dis­
cord and moans.

But how can they tear themselves 
away from their griefs and pains and 
look the world squarely in the face 
once more? •

How can they obey the inclination ' 
to toss the soul out on the sea of 
Death, that it may sail onward to the 
sunny harbor of the Spirit Land?

These tantalizing suggestions repeat 
themselves over and over again to 
those who blindly grope through the 
dark uncertain passages of life, cling­
ing to whatever is nearest, or dearest, 
or strongest, with an appalling sense 
of desolation, if, for a moment, the 
familiar grasp is broken.

One who is not a Spiritualist can­
not easily comprehend- the wonderful 
peace which is a bequest --from the 
knowledge of spirit-return.

Like children crying in the dark for 
the mother whose low bending face 
they cannot see. are they who weep at 
death.

To wait for the dawning, and with­
out fret or whimper walk into the 
glory of the coming day. is not a sim­
ple matter for one whose night is peo­
pled with fear. *To plunge out into 
the darkness of , the street searching 
through more' hazardous shades for 
the precious hand that slipped away, 
brings neither light nor strength.

Proximity, of itself, will never pro­
duce peace.

It is the realization of the active, 
sympathetic, co-operative presence of 
spirit friends which makes the Spir­
itualist calm and peaceful in the pres-
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ence of that master of tragedies, 
Death. •

Death, hideously masked, for ages 
thrust upon the stage of life, stalk­
ing through his part in silence so aw­
ful that men and women fell to tremb­
ling and weeping at his feet, has been 
arrested in his march. His sombre dis­
guise torn apart by brave and fearless 
investigators, and all his boasted 
prowess set to flight by the arrows 
of Truth.

And they who bear upon their fore­
heads the bright star of Knowledge 
are Spiritualists.

The limited and incomplete exist­
ence of the death-bound creation los­
es its horizon line and broadens out 
into life, sweet, beautiful, enduring, 
triumphant, in the presence of the. il­
luminating truth.

Why jump into the sea in a vain 
attempt to swim across the ocean, 

.when the currents and tides, heaving 
billows and mountains of water, give 
themselves, in untiring apd ceaseless 
devotion, to man, for his discoveries 
and development, his upkftment and 
progression, his co-operative. labors 
and sojourneyings in service and love?

Why toss one’s spirit out into the 
sea of spiritual life when the. oceans 
of eternity lend themselves to all our 
needs, bearing upon their foaming 
crests our crafts of fine purposes and 
lofty deeds, and bringing to the har­
bors of our love, the friends who 
sailed away at Death’s command?

Just because one is a Spiritualist, 
he can never dream of doing what he 
who is not a Spiritualist might ' at­
tempt that his seeming separation and 
loneliness, of heart be dispelled by the 
selfish satisfaction of a bodily re­
union. "' M. M. S.
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The Barbarism of Hunting

In “Eltka.”
“The best thing that has been contrib­
uted to current literature of late is 
buted to current literature of late is 
from the pen of Capt. L. W. Billings­
ley, an eminent counsellor-at-law of 
Lincoln, Neb., on “The Barbarism of 
Hunting.” The Lincoln Herald says 
it “should be reproduced in every pa­
per in the land and used as a text­
book in every school.]

By many men and all boys it is 
deemed great sport in displaying skill 
in taking the lives of birds and ani­
mals. To follow hounds and other 
dogs of the chase through field and 
wood, and bringing to earth victim af­
ter victim, and with unerring shots, is 
deemed a fascinating achievement. All 
huntsmen often witness the killing of 
innocent victims, and see the suffering 
and agonizing death of birds and ani­
mals that dearly love their lives, and 
have done their hunters no harm. 
Most huntsmen of kindly nature tell 
you that at times a feeling of self-re­
proach has passed through them as 
they stood by the dying victims of 
their skill. '

Hunters of elk, deer and antelope 
can tell you of seeing the terror-strick­
en eyes of those animals, filled with 
tears, glaring at them with mute re­
proach as they sobbed their lives away, 
and deprived of all power to wreak 
vengeance on their human aggressors. 
Such memories'should haunt men who 
are not hardened or calloused with 
savagery.

Time and again we have seen ani­
mals in their native state, peaceful, 
happy, and seemingly enjoying to the 
full the gifts of life, wounded or killed 
at the pulling of a trigger. If such
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animals are wounded, they are relent­
lessly pursued, and may for hours or 
days suffer agony before death closes 
the suffering.

Hunting is a relic of barbarism in 
man’s nature. One of the most pite­
ous of sights is to see life pass out of 
the innocent, quivering, helpless 
grouse, quail, dove or other birds. Of­
ten these scenes are garnished with 
•the cheers and laughter of their hunt- 
ters, when beating out the brains of 
the birds that sharply cry and cling to 
their lives.

The more humane and civilized man 
becomes the more he will despise the 
killing for fun. Such amusement 
marks the low, savage instinct. Not 
even a president of a great nation 
can dignify the mock heroism of kill­
ing “big game.” Only a hard-hearted 
man can derive pleasure in such bar­
barous sport. The man of genuine 
sympthy and kindly disposition can 
only feel disgust at the sight of killing 
the unoffending innocents.—I.. W. 
Billingsley.

M
A CHILD TEACHER1

A dear little girl was running about 
the room where a seance was to be 
held and with a business like air was 
helping to arrange the people and The 
chairs and various other details for 
her mother, who was the medium for 
the occasion.

“Don’t make the cabinet too hot, for 
if you do mamma says she will suffo­
cate,” she cautioned the interested 
friends, and of course evenbody 
laughed.

“Aren't you afraid to stay in the 
circle, little one?” asked a lady.

"Oh. no. What is there to be afraid 
of?” •

The lady turned away and con-
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fessed afterward that the child’s sim­
ple faith quite put to shame her own 
uneasiness.

During the seance a woman became 
so nervous that she had to be excused 
from the circle, and a man with gray 
in his hair told us that it was years 
before he could go to the cabinet to 
talk with a spirit without visible agi­
tation in his legs.
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What is there to be afraid of? 

Blessed little maiden!
At seven she was mistress of tHb oc­

casion and was able to teach seventy 
the gracious manners of a hostess to 
her spirit guests.

So simplv and naturally do children 
accept truth that they rebuke our own 
doubting hearts.

Where Art Thou
By Anna M. S. Rossiter

Sweetheart, there is no night in that 
blest land

Which thy dear feet entered but 
yesterCen;

Yet. I so miss thy heart on which to 
lean.

And vainly long once more to clasp
. thy hand.
How fair .a future we together 

planned, x
In those brief days, ’neath skies blue ' 

and serene, * 
u andering by babbling brooks, o’er 

meadows green;
Or where the waves oroke on the sil­

ver strand!
Alas! alas! my eyes are dim tonight; 

The stars have lost their lustre, and 
the skies

Cast darksome shadows, now we 
walk apart;

I only know thy presence made the
• light, -
And ndw, for thee in vain my spirit 

cries.
Alas! would I were with thee now, 

sweetheart! .

/
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A New Year’s
Resolution

. By M. M. S.
Laurie went to bed the night after 

Christmas with a sad heart. She had 
tried to be good, but it was such hard 
work.

Nobody seemed to understand how 
hard it was or how much of. an effort 
she made and it did seem to her as if 
the baby ought to know enough to do 
something himself, instead of crying 
every time she stopped to look out of 
the window or glance at a book.

But the baby had cried and the baby 
had fussed, and the baby had at last 
screamed so-hard that, with an impa­
tient gesture, Laurie had said in a 
loud voice, “Stop that crying, Philip, 
or I’ll whip you as hard as ever I 
can.”

She hadn’t the slightest notion that 
she would whip him, but She was 
tired and wanted to go out with 
George, who was sliding down the hill 
behind the house, and who every time 
he went by the window called out to 
her, “Oh, it’s fine coasting, Laurie, 
you ought to come out.”

Of course she ought to go out, she 
knew it. It was Saturday and Sunday 
she couldn’t go, and Monday she 
would have to go to school and here 
it was 4 o’clock and her mother was 
still away, and the Baby was “as cross 
as two bears,” she said to herself, and 
“Oh, dear,” then he cried and she 
shook him, and looked around.

There was her mother in the door­
way. A look of despair crossed poor 
Laurie’s face. “I didn’t mean to hurt 
him,” she said piteously to the wom­
an standing there. “I really didn't 
mean to,. I was only trying to make
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him keep quiet until you came,” she 
continued. The woman walked rapid­
ly across the room and lifted the child 
from the tired arms of the little girl 
and in a hard, cold voice said, “Some­
thing is wrong with the baby, what 
have you been doing to him?” Even 
as she spoke the little fellow gasped 
and fell back in her lap in a spasm.

“Wicked girl, see what you've 
done.” cried the mother. “Get the doc­
tor; don't wait a minute, run.” Like 
a wild frightened creature Laurie ran 
from the house, hatless, her feet flying 
over the slippery sidewalk and great 
tears rolling down her cheeks as she 
moaned and sobbed in her anguish.

The doctor was at his door, just go­
ing in, when Laurie panting and 
breathless reached his house.

Without a word he heard her de­
mand. “Come quick, Philip is dying',” 
and putting her into his sleigh beside 
him he drove hurriedly to her home.

Laurie followed him into the sit­
ting room and Saw the baby lyin^ so 
white and still on the mother's knee, 
heard the words, “He is better now,” 
and then sat down on the stairs and 
waited. -

By and by when the doctor cante 
out a disconsolate little figure caught 
his hand and cried. “Oh. he isn’t go­
ing to die, is he?”

“Oh. I guess not,” said the doctor. 
“I guess it is only a teething spasm.”

“I didn’t mean to do it. doctor,” 
continued Laurie. “I truly didn’t.”

“You didn't do it, little girl, don’t 
fret your little heart about that,” and 
the doctor stooped and looked into the 
child’s wild eyes that were swollen 
with weeping. “Why, what makes you 
think you did it?” he asked, gently.

“Because I shook him when he
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fussed while 'mamma was away?” 
murmured Laurie.

‘‘He fussed because he felt sick,” 
said the doctor. “If his mother had 
been there to quiet him he might not 
have had the spasm. Don’t you cry 
another tear.”

Laurie crept softly into the ’ room 
where Philip was, and he gave a wee 
little smile as he saw her, for the lit­
tle fellow loved her.

“You here, you naughty girl,” 
said the mother, when she saw her. 
“You go right up stairs and go to bed. 
I’ll send your father up to punish you 
when he comes.”

So Laurie went up stairs.
Her heart was heavy and the light 

had gone out of her eye. She crept 
into bed and cried and cried.

Suddenly she looked up at the pic­
ture of her real mother, which hung 
beside her bed.

“I want- you, I want ’you," she 
cried out.

“I can't be good if I try ever so 
hard. I don’t like Philip's mamma. 1 
want a mamma of my own. I want 
a mamma of my own.”

So she tossed and turned and talked 
and, fobbed, and when her father 
went in to see her he found a little 

‘girl too ill to even know who was 
, speaking to hei.

K “Laurie is very sic^’ he said to his 
wife when he went down stairs. “We 
nmst have the doctor at once.”

So the doctor came again and tak­
ing the hot little hand in his own 
shook his head solemnly. •

“It is a fever." he said. “The fright, 
the exposure and the reaction were 
too much for the child. We may be 
able to subdue it, but she is very ill 
now.”
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For several days Laurie lay in her 

little bed and cried and moaned in- f 
cessantly.

“I didn’t mean to, mamma. I didn't 
mean to kill Philip. Oh, I want my 
own real mamma. I don't like Philip’s 
mamma. I want one of my own, my 
very own.

And Philip's mother Ayas ever near 
that little bed and ever tried to soothe 
and comfort the'child whose mother's 
place she had taken without a moth­
er's love to make her worthy of that 
high estate.

On New Year's morning Laurie 
awoke so weak, but no more wander­
ing. The mind was clear and keen.

Papa came and kissed her and whis­
pered a word in her ear that brought 
a wan little smile, mamma brought her • 
breakfast and sat beside her just like 
a “real mamma.” George came and 
looked at her for a moment.

It was all so sweet and dear and yet
—there was somthing that seemed to 
trouble her. • ’

After awhile she drew her papa's 
face close to her own and asked in an 
anguished tone, “Did Philip die?”

“Did Philip die." laughed papaz 
“Listen!"

A merry laugh came ringing up 
from, the sitting room and a baby’s 
voice was saying, or trying to say, 
“ appy n’ ’ear. appy n’ ’ear.” .

“Oh," gasped Laurie, “that’s Phil­
ip and he’s trying to say “Happy New 
Year.’ I want to see him. Oh. may 
I ?" .

Philip was brought, and he gave 
Laurie a sailor kiss and said “ 'appy, 
‘appy, appy ’ear,' and “me ’ove Lau- 
lie,” till Laurie cried with delight.

Oh, that was a happy, happy New
Year’s Day, indeed.

I
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Everybody was. so glad to see Lau 

rie’s brown eyes shine with joy.
Just before the lights were lighted, 

a weak little voice said, plaintively to 
mamma, who was sitting in the sha­
dow with a warm hand fast holding 
Laurie’s, “Oh, mamma, we haven't 
made any New Year's resolutions, 
have we? Well, I’m going to resolve 
to never be impatient with Philip or 
anybody again as long as I live, and 
I’m going to ask my real heavenly 
mamma to help me to keep that res­
olution.”

“And I. dear." said Philip’s moth­
er. “am going to make a resolution 
to be such a good step-mother to Lau­
rie that she will never feel that no one 
understands her. And I am going to 
ask Laurie's real heavenly mamma to 
help me to be as faithful to her little 
Laurie as I would like her to be to 
my little Philip were he in heaven with 
her.”

INFLUENCES

By Sylvanus Lyon

Influences light as air control us.
The Destiny of Individuals and Na­

tions often change by little cir­
cumstances,

And who dare say I'll do. build or 
give, regardless of ^ie if
which chances may bring. .

We write of the influences of a 
three line postal card.

' “Great Barrington, May 10, 1906. 
Moderation Society,

23 Park Row, N. Y.:
Gents—Will not your society give 

out flowers again this year, for our
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ladies and children are longing to send 
some ? Yours truly,

W. C. T. U. SOCIETY,
R. G. Logan, Secretary.

Tire above is a postal card, and now 
of its influences.

The Moderation Society first start­
ed this beautiful charity in 1882, giv­
ing out flowers weekly, and last year 
completed the 820th distribution! It 
was now in May, the 27th year of the 
society’s good charities. Blind, lame, 
and old, and just from the hospital, 
the chief officer thought to fulfill his 
duties to the laborers and poor of the 
great city with simply carrying on 
the free ice water fountains, which 
give a cup of cold water to 100,000 in 
the summer time daily, omitting the 
flower mission, the most beautiful of 
all charities to "God's Poor Children" 
who never see a flower and know lit­
tle of nature’s beauties.

This little postal card with influ­
ences coming from kind friends, who 
had for seven years sent weekly thou­
sands of beautiful bouquets, decided 
the work again for this summer 
passed ; and by this, the many boxes 
and baskets of flowers received during 
the summer, many thousands of poor 
children of Mulberry Bend, Paradise 
Park. Mission churches and Cherry 
Hill have been blessed with the tiny 
flower.

None can realize the amount of 
good and happiness these flower dis­
tributions give to the poor and lowly 
and the wonder is that so few of the 
world’s rich and fair ones do not 
know the happiness of thus giving it 
to those who know little of any good. 
And another mystery is, that kind 
friends and little children in the coun-
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try who through faith and trust are 
thus willing to work for the poor of 
the slums without pay and little thanks 
except the • sweet reward of doing 
good and the Soul's Blessing of “Well 
Done.”

Kind readers, send postal cards, let­
ters, or even words or thoughts; but 
be sure that their influences shall 
bless and do good to some one who is- 
anxious to receive and longing for 
some one to give any good.

n
“There is a tide in the affairs of men. 
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to 

fortune ;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.”

—Shakespeare.
If I were called upon to assist in 

preparing a young man s 'mind for

success in life, I should begin by ask­
ing him to forget the Shakespearean 
aphorism; for it is as false in meta­
phor as it is in principle. The tides 
of the ocean ebb as well as flow; and 
they do both twice in 24 hours. The 
mariner who misses a flood tide does 
not abandon his voyage; nor does he 
deliberately sail into the “shallows," 
or indulge in “miseries.” He simply 
watches for the next flood. The tide 
in the affairs of men also ebbs and 
flows many times during the average 
lifetime. It follows that, if there is 
any logical analogy between the two 
tides, thle lesson to be derived is full 
of hope and.not of despair. It teaches 
that, if. through the mistakes of inex 
perience, the first flood tide is missed, 
the next is equally available.—Thom­
son J. Hudson.

SPIRIT MESSAGES 
Given Through the Mediumship of 

MINNIE RESERVE SOULE
•The following communications are given 

by Mrs. Soule while under the control of 
her own guides for the good of the individual 
spirits seeking to reach their friends on 
earth. The messages are reported stenogra­
phic-ally by a representative of the Han­
ner of Light and are given in the presence 
of other members of the “Banner” staff.

These circles are not public, for the pres­
en t.

We earnestly request our readers to verify 
such communications as they recognize. 
Many of those to whom the messages are 
addressed are not subscribers to the “Ban­
ner,” or even Spiritualists, and to the bet­
ter serve the purposes for which this de­
partment of the “Hhnner” is maintained we 

-desire to have the communications reach 
those for whom they are specially inter­
ested. . -

This effort is not intended to displace 
the private interview, and we cannot under­
take to select the spirits who may avail 
themselves of this opportunity to speak back 
to us. This work is directed by the Ban­
ner of Light Spirit Band. . We would 
recommend that the general reader study 
the communications for the suggestion they 
offer in their naturalness, as words from 
people who have experienced the earth life 
with Its varieties, and studying these ex­
pressions much light may be thrown bn the 
naturalness of the next plane of the soul’s 
existence.

We hope, in the near future, to again 
make these circles public, free to the “Ban-, 
ner” subscribers. When we are able to 
do so we will make announcement in these 
columns.

Invocation
Listen, the great heart'of Christen­

dom throbs in reverent endeavor to 
keep His Natal Day. The nations 
unite, singing their songs of peace.

Up from the loom and the market­
place the mind is lifted in contem­
plation of the beginning of the story 
of a wonderful life. So sweet the 
song, so glorious the message brought 
down .through the centuries,, our 
hearts are touched, our life is deep­
ened with the beauty and simplicity 
of the great song.

So, today, from out that world of 
spirits another song of joy and tri­
umph, of greatness and good cheer is 
being sung by immortals. Triumph­
ant life, illuminating truth, overbrood-
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ing love speaking out from the 
mouths of those called- dead. The 
gates of Paradise open wide that all 
the glad song of joy may come float­
ing through to the world today.

Oh, may the understanding and 
blessedness of this assurance of life 
after death bring to the heart of 
the mourner that same glad joy that 
finds expression wherever the note of 
peace rings true. .

Help Us, Oh, Spirit of Truth, to 
render our service, to give of our full 
knowledge something that shall keep 
peace in the heart and give joy to the 
life.

May the dear spirits seeking to find 
their own find us ever ready to give 
all that we have for their assistance— 
a simple confidence and faith, an un­
dying devotion to their need and a 
trust in the power of Truth to bring 
out of all darkness the light that shall 
make the world free. Amen.

Messages
(James Kimball, West Burke, Vt.)

There is an old gentleman here 
now. who says his name is James 
Kimball, and he says. “I lived in 
West Burke. Vt. It seems to me as if 
I had been gone a hundred years, 
I am so far removed from the scenes 
that are familiar tome. I knew some­
thing about this and I am very anxi­
ous to*say a few things that will 
bring comfort, to my friends. Death 
was n’t unexpected by me, but at the 
same time nobody seemed quite ready 
for it. I always used to like to have 
things given to me so clearly and 
definitely that there would be no ques­
tion about communication, and I have 
felt that I ought to be able to give a 
■clear word myself, and there are so 
many of us over here, my father and
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mother and brother, and we are all 
so anxious to speak, but it isn’t as 
easy as I thought. I woftld like to 
send a message to my wife and tell 
her that I am not unhappy, but I 
would like to put her in a little bet­
ter condition and I am working as 
fast as I can to do it. Tell her that 
Nellie is with me and. sends her dear 
love and there is no hour in the day 
or night that some beloved friend 
isn’t with her. This is a short mess­
age, but it is the best I can do and I 
thank you.”

M
(Lizzie and John Mills, New Bed­

ford, Mass.)
There is a woman and a man here 

now. the woman says that her name 
is Lizzie. The man’s name is John, 
the last name as they write it is Mills. 
She says: “I lived in New Bed­
ford. Mass.. and this is all 
new to me. I suppose if it were 
not new I would have some other 
way of coming. I was .glad to 
die. I was tired and sick. If I could 
have been ,well, I would have be?n 
glad to stay, but to struggle along 
half well, half sick, was more than 1 
wanted. I didn’t' care much what 
came after, I used to say it couldn’t 
be worse than what I had. I didn’t 
have any one near to me who had 
died. My grandmother I had never 
known, but when I opened my eyes in 
the spirit world and I found some one 
so near to me that I could touch the 
hand and hear the voice, and I felt 
no sense of pain or loss, it seemed to 
me I must have dreamed of an angel. 
I have never seen any angels as you 
speak of them, they have all been 
just like the people I have known, 
and this .one seemed to have no ques-
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tion but what she would stay right 
with me until I grew strong, and she 
did. Her name was Belle MacDon­
ald, and she had known some of my 
people, they had helped her and she 
wanted to help me. My mother is 
just beginning to look into this sub­
ject a little, but she has done it be­
cause of my father’s death and we 
are both anxious to help her; we 
think that if She wouldn’t go to so 
many people, but would take one and 
stay right there that we could do bet­
ter, because it doesn’t change condi­
tions so often and that is what I 
wanted to say. I wanted to ask her 
if she wouldn’t just select the' one 
that pleases her best and stay right 
there. That is all, there is nothing 
else that I can say. I can see some 
things that are coming. I can see that 
she is going to move, but it will be 
better than where she is and I can 
see that some changes whieh have 
come into her life within the last six 
months have made it possible for her 
to take the step that she will be called 
to take. There is no one going to be 
called out of the body at present. Just 
go on and develop and then I can 
help. I thank you ven: much."

n
(Charles Gordon, Nashua, N .H.)
Here is the spirit of a man quite 

tall and*not very stout, black hair, 
with some gray mixed in it, blue eyes 
and dark lashes. He is very importu­
nate' and he says, “I don’t mean to 
be impatient, little girl. I want to 
be as patient as any one on earth cAn 
be, but it seems as if I cannot wait an­
other day without speaking to my 
friends. My name is Charles Gor­
don; I am a New Hampshire man. 'I 
was bom and brought up in Nashua

and I want to send this message to 
Emma. A good many of m/ friends 
are interested in Spiritualism, but 
they don’t seem to get at me or I 
don’t seem to get at them. It was 
hard for me to die because I hadn't 
done with my life,what I planned. I 
was so anxious to be successful, to- 
make money, to get ahead, and every­
time when I thought I was on the 
fair road to better times something 
came in and tipped up my bucket and 
I was strapped again. The strang­
est sensation came to me when I died. 
My first thought was that there is no 
use trying any more, the game is up, 
the thing is done and I cannot make 
any success now ; and in thinking of 
things that way, T lost my desire for 
money and position and began to see 
what there was besides that would in­
terest me. Then 1 saw how many op­
portunities I had lost for doing things 
that I might have done to make the 
world better and I decided that I 
would own up 'to the failure I 'had 
made and would start anew. So 
here I am and I want to take the hand 
of my loved one. Emma, and I want 
her to feel that I am (vith her and 
whatever she does that makes anoth­
er's life better or stronger, helps me. 
She has plenty of time now and is 
able to do it, and I hope she has for­
gotten our struggles and will feel that 
we can have good comradeship in this 
good work. She is so sensitive and 
mediumistic that I' think it will be 
easy for her to feel that I am her com­
panion. I want Henry to know that I 
appreciate what he has done for her 
and I will help him if I can. Thank 
vou.”
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life now. Why, everybody has to 
have death in the family, and 'if they 
have got to and there is anything that 
will 'make it easier to bear, let us 
know all about it. My wife is with 
me and she says we join in our ex­
pression of love to all our friends and 
hope the day isn’t ‘far distant when 
we may be able to speak to them in 
a smaller group and where all the 
things that are in our hearts may be 
spoken out plainly. Thank you.’’

MESSAGE FROM SPIRIT SARAH A,

BYRNES

A little medium who loved Mrs. 
Byrnes very dearly and who kept very 
close to her heart all through those 
last months of suffering,' giving con­
stant and never ceasing attention, has 
received through her own hand, the 
following message written automati­
cally.

It is so beautiful in its simplicity 
and makes the first days of Mrs. 
Byrnes' new life so real that we print 
it for the comfort of her many 
friends.

“The perfect freedom'from pain or 
distress is the first conscious thought, 
and. then, the companionship of those 
we have loved in earth life makes 

. this life real and natural in every 
sense. It was such a relief to awaken 

. to the consciousness that it was all 

. over and that I was home with moth­
, er and my boy, and that they were 
। the ones to first greet me in my life in 
> the spiritual.
: “Many of my friends I had known
: upon earth met me with loving greet- 
5 ings, but the content, the peace of the 
t new life came through the compan- 
r ionship of my own.”
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(Charles H. Harris, .Amherst,

Mass.)

Here is the spirit of a man, the jol- 
liest old man. I should think him 
about 75 years old. He is all smiles 
and looks as fresh as a baby in his 
face, and he says his name is Charles 
H. Harris. He says,. “Well, well, 
well! I was a minister, and I 
preached for years what I considered 
was the thing that would save men’s 
souls. I was honest in it. I thought 
they ought to know that unless they 
did the will of God, they would be 
eternally damned, and I told them so, 
and I thought so. You will be sur­
prised when I tell you that I haven't 
changed my' opinion one bit. The 
will of God, as expressed through 
Jesus Christ, is to love your neigh­
bor as yourself, and any man who 
doesn’t live up to that is damned as 
long as he lives. So my philosophy 
was all right only I had a different 
stick to lick them with than you Spir­
itualists have. In fact, you don't 
seem to have any, you seem to let 
them do as they please and have a 
faith that they will come out all right 
in the end. I have a son who is alive 
and lives in Amherst, Mass. He 
doesn't know one single thing about 
what you people are teaching and yet 
he condemns it wholesale, because he 
has a notion that it is something deal­
ing with things people don’t know 
anything about. Now, his wife, Hat­
tie, has only been over here a little 
while and she is anxious to tell him 
of her love and interest in him. He 
goes and sits by her grave and he 
weeps and thinks that she doiesn t 
know anything about it. She begs 
him to stop it, because every tear that 
he sheds brings pain to her in her
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Night
By Jerome K. Jerome

It was a glorious night. The moon 
had sunk, and left the quiet earth 
alone with the stars. It seemed as if, 
in the silence and the hush, while we 
her children slept, they were talking 
with her, their sister—conversing of 
mighty mysteries in voices too vast 
and deep for childish human ears to 
catch the sound.

They awe us, these strange stars, so 
cold, so clear. We are as children, 
whose small feet have strayed into 
some dim-lighted temple of the god 
they have been taught to worship but 
know not; and, standing where the 
echoing dome spans the long'vista of 
the shadowy night, glance up, half 
hoping, half afraid to see some awful 
vision hovering there. And yet it 
seems so full of comfort and of 
strength, the night. In its great pres­
ence our small sorrows creep away, 
ashamed. The day has been so full 
of fret and care, and our hearts have 
been so full of evil and of bitter 
thoughts, and the world has seemed
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so hard and wrong to us. Then Night, 
like some great loving mothej, gently 
lays her hand upon our fevered head, 
and turns our little tear-stained faces 
up to hers, and smiles; and, though 
she does not speak, we know what she 
would say, and lay our hot flushed 
cheek against her bosom, and the pain 
is gone.

Sometimes our pain is very real, 
and we stand before her very silent, 
because there is no langauge for our 
pain, only a moan. Night’s heart is 
full of pity for us; she cannot ease 
our aching; she takes our hand in 
hers, and the little world grows very 
small and very far away beneath us, 
and borne on her dark wings, we pass 
for a moment into a mightier Pres­
ence than hers, and in that great Pres­
ence. all human life lies like a book 
before us, and we know that Pain ahd 
Sorrow are but the angels of God.

Only those who have worn the 
crown of suffering can look upon that 
wondrous light: and they, when/they 
return, may not speak of it, or tell the 
mystery they 1<now.—Selected.

Our Arisen Friends
Swiftly the days have slipped into Jie 

past and, as the sun has nightly- set and 
the shadows have fallen across the world 
so som^ sunlike lives closely intertwined 
with ours in the blessed work of Spiritual­
ism have set'for us and left us watching 
through the shadows for the light of 
their glorious dawn.

When the gardens were bursting with 
bloom and the song of birds made every 
hour alive with melody and all the sweet 
odors of rich Summer days wooed ns 
from sterner tasks and duties out into 
the open life, our friend and co-worker, 
Miss Susie C. Clark, of Cambridge, lay 
a crown of flowers beside het mother's

silent form in token of her finished earth­
ly day. 1

Wherever the voice of Miss Clark has 
been lifted in appeal to a better under­
standing of lite and its opportunities, 
there has the unfailing presence of her 
mother, Mrs, Johnson, lent a gracious in­
fluence, and we know that all the days 
and all the years that wa.it her coming 
will find the mother-heart still beating 
in unison with the child she loved so 
well.

Services were held at the home in 
Cambridge, Mrs. N. J. Willis officiating. 
There among the fragrant flowers, offer­
ings of love from neighbors and friends,
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Miss Clark in sweet, brave fashion, paid 
tribute to her mother in words fraught 
with holiest emotion.

Mrs. Johnson was eighty-seven years 
old but her young heart, her unusual vi­
tality and energy defeated time in its 
accustomed method of marking off the 
years, so that she seemed much younger.

Her sturdy womanhood, her sterling 
integrity, her fearless devotim to truth 
and, above all, the wonderful power of 
her mother-ho<xl dolors our every recol­
lection of her with an aspiration toward 
her attainments.

The beautiful Chapel at Mount Auburn, 
Cambridge, was the scene of another 
sad event that deeply touched the hearts 
of all, when friends from far and near 
gathered there to look for the last time 
on the beloved face of Mrs. Sarah A. 
Byrnes.

So long has her name been a house­
hold word throughout New England, 
where her voice melted into strains of 
sympathy as she stood beside the Spirit­
ualists' dead, that her passing to the 
other life seemed to many, many fami­
lies, the breaking of that invisible but 
mighty cord which binds the mourner 
to the comforter.

That subtle relationship which exists 
between a consecrated leader and de­
voted followers existed between Mrs. 
Byrnes and her numberless friends in 
Spiritualism; for she was more than 
co-worker, she was ever a leader whose 
guides wisely taught and awakened the 
soul to its opportunities today.

Some day an adequate history of her 
life work may be written but today the 
story of her sanctified service is breath­
ing itself out from hearts that have been 
healed,, brains that have been'quickened 
and lives that have been adjusted 
through her untiring labors.

From Mr. John M. Stockman, the pass­
ing of Miss Mary E. Blanchard, the 
well known writer of Calais, Maine, has 
been noted.

Her last serial entitled' “Was It the 
Same Woman?” was published in the 
Banner of Light .three years ago. A

beautiful story on the line of re-incarna­
tion. Her book of 41 ne poems may be 
found in the Boston Public Library. Fail­
ing in health she has written but little 
during the past two years.

*
Miss Eliza Hodges Smith, a woman of 

rare and beautiful teemperament, passed 
to the spirit life from the home of her, 
brother-in-law, Mr. Albert Perry, in At­
tleboro. AH her life Miss Smith had 
been peculiarly devoted to a maiden sis­
ter, who, in the latter years, had grown 
very dependent on her, through invalid­
ism. So strange and pathetic it seems 
that the caretaking and ever vigilant sis­
ter should slip away and leave the depen­
dent, until one sees the naturalness of 
the brave and strong in that new life 
making ready for the coming of the one 
she loved so much. May just that 
thought sustain and cheer the waiting 
one who daily prays for the speedy reun­
ion of the hitherto inseparable sisters.

M
The sad, announcement of the death of 

Dr, Taylor, who died aboard the steamer 
Korona. and was buried at sea. has 
been Received. /

Charles Edwin William Bernardo Tay­
lor. was born in London *54 y/ars ago, 
but made St. Thomas his home, having, ■ 
lived here for nearly 40 years, where he 
was widely kpown and esteemed. He 
had been in poor health for months, the 
result of a cold taken on his recent trip 
to his native land, and the voyage some 
weeks ago to New York, whence he was 
returning, was to try and restore his 
broken health. .

Dr. Taylor during his busy life showed, 
himself to be a man possessed of talents 
which he displayed in literary and other 
ways and for which he was recognizea 
and honoured by eminent institutions 
abroad. Although consigned to 'he 
vasty deep, far from home and friends, 
it will assuage the grief of the family 
to know that his death is much regret­
ted. ■

X - .
Dr. Ellen Goodell Smith, a frequent : 

contributor to the columns of the Banner
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of Light and one whose faithful friend­
ship was highly esteemed by the present 
editor, passed to the spirit life in a sani­
tarium in Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 3. She 
was a pioneer woman physician and au­
thor, a native of Belchertown, Mass., but 
a resident of Amherst most-of the time 
during the past sp years and had many 
friends there.

While a resident of Amherst she was 
one of the editors of a popular New York 
health magazine and her last book “The 
Art of Lining,” had an extensive sale 
both in this country and Europe. She 
strove to teach people how by right liv­
ing to prevent sickness as well as to 
cure. Unselfish to a fault, of a genial, 
cheerful nature, no matter how thick 
and dark the clouds of trouble and mis­
fortune were that gathered around her­
self or others she always saw a silver 
lining and a bright light ahead, and sh" 
had the faculty of imparting much of 
her cheerfulness and optimism to oth­
ers. Her life was devoted to the up­
lifting of humanity without regard to 
mere self interest and all who knew her 
became her lasting frierfds. Last 
spring she fell and received injuries 
from which she partially recovered but 
had a relapse and was taken to the sani­
tarium where it was found that she nad

received internal injuries which ulti­
mately caused her death. Although 
helpless for many weeks she was cour­
ageous and cheerful to the end. .

She was educated in the common 
schools and the Amherst academy. Be­
ing in very poor health and threatened 
with consumption she went to the sani­
tarium of Dr. William T. Vail at Hill, 
N. H., where her health was completely 
restored. Impressed by the new meth­
ods employed, she resolved to study for 
and become a physician herself. Enter­
ing the college of Dr. R. T. Trail in New 
York city, she graduated in 1861 in a 
large class with high honors. Soon 
after this she became matron and a phy­
sician at Dr. Vail’s Institute leaving there 
after several years to accept the position 
of a physician in the sanitarium of Dr. 
J. H. Hero at Westboro. She was mar­
ried in 1867 to Dr. J. B. Smith of North­
field. Minn., and in 1868'they established 
in St, Paul the first sanitarium and Turk­
ish baths in that city. In 1870 she-was 
a physician in Dr. Trail's sanitarium in 
Philadelphia and then practiced her pro­
fession. independently, for many years 
in towns and cities in this state ^nd for 
two years in California, with great suc­
cess.

Questions and Answers
Conducted hy W. J. Colville

Question by James Montressor. Ade­
laide, Australia:
Affinity,

WhWt is its object in evolution?
How does it originate?
What is its essence?
Is affinity the same as personal or in­

dividual or group magnetism?
Answer:

To fully explain affinity it would be 
necessary to search profoundly into the 
mysteries of the Universe with a view 
tc discovering the immortal relation ex­
isting between spiritual entities regard­
less of presence or absence of terrestrial 
consanguinity. “Souls are in groups” 
is one of those terse declarations con­
cerning spiritual relationship which sug­

gests enquiring at once into what is 
merit by a‘ “group" or even a “family'’ 
beyond the barriers of physical relation­
ship.

The ancient Hermetic philosophy 
teaches that the human race is in 12 
distinct sections familiarly described as 
"twelve Signs of the Zodiac,” and in each 
of these twelve sections there are twelve 
minor sections making the grand total 
of one hundred and forty-four groups 
within the family of humankind. This 
ancient teaching historically traceable to 
Egypt at a remote period has in recent 
years been considerably popularized (su­
perficially) by various widely circulating 
treatises, ail of which attach great im­
portance to time of birth.
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That there is much truth in the central 

claim put forward by astrologers we 
are quite willing to admit, but it is never 
wise to attempt to establish a matri­
monial bureau based simply on easily 
procured birthday information.

Speaking broadly one may observe that 
time of birth indicates type of disposi­
tion and general trend of aptitudes, but 
deep spiritual affection evidently is not 
regulated by any such external stand­
ard.

Kindred events certainly do find each 
other out, indeed they discern each other 
instantly, they are knit into each other's 
outer atmosphere, but spiritual kinship 
thus discovered is very far removed from 
recognition of agreeable personal mag­
netism which only gives evidence of ex­
terior congeniality, which is often only of 
very brief duration. The use of term 
“Magnetism" is commonly very elastic, 
as that single word is very often made to 
cover attractive force in general, regard­
less of any special plane on which force 
may be manifesting.

When .we are asked what, is the object 
of "affinity” between intelligent self-con­
scious entities, we can only reply that 
one use is entirely obvious, viz., the ap­
pointment of certain groups of individ­
uals to accomplish certain definite services 
in Cosmic harmony. That the Universe 
is Cosmical, we learn both from its scien­
tific study on the outer plane and from 
spiritual experiences within ourselves. 
“Order is Heaven’s first law" is a most 
excellent time-honored saying, and never 
was it more necessary to seek to apply 
the^vital truth contained in that momen­
tous statement to social and economic 
conditions than during the present epoch 
of world-wide revolution and unrest.

We hear much of the Social Organism, 
and the term is a good one, but it must 
be meaningless to those who fail to ac­
knowledge the existence of distinct though 
inseparable organs, each with definite 
uses to fulfill. We are all functioning 
in a mighty body the whole of which is 
divinely contrived to serve a perfect end. 
The peculiar attraction which some indiv­
iduals feel for others can only-be inter­
preted reasonably or helpfully as we re-
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member that instinctive muttjal attraction 
is a means by which the order of the 
Universe is demonstrably maintained.

Noticing the three terms our questioner 
employs, "personal,” “individual” and 
"group" in connection with magnetism, 
we should define group magnetism as the 
attractive force which holds together the 
various members of a spiritual society 
otherwise designated a circle or sphere; 
individual magnetism is the special grade 
of force which marks the development 
of any distinctive individuality, and this 
is necessarily in accord with kindred 
force emanating from other individuals, 
both identical and complementary; person­
al magnetism on the most external plane 
is only a physical emanation and is nat­
urally far more transient or evanescent 
than aught that pertains to an inner or 
higher plane of Nature.

Affinity is most strongly felt between 
identicals or direct opposites. In the 
first instance there is a delightful sense of 
restful companionship and close agree­
ment of ideas and modes of life, but it is 
only in the secofid instance that we ex­
perience the useful mental stimulus which 
we feel when a comrade sharpens our 
wits and putfe us upon our metal?

People who acknowledge affinity only 
on the most* external plane are apt to 
find their relationships very fickle be­
cause the lowest degrees of our natures 
change most rapidly.' The highest affinity 
is entirely of the abiding ego and con­
stitutes a bond of permanent spiritual 
affiliation.

*
Questions by Lydia Palmer, Adelaide, 

Australia:
(1) Will we in the astral body be 

subject to fatigue?
(2) Will the children that die young 

or are stillborn be educated in astral 
life?
Answer 1:

We are undoubtedly subject to fatigue 
in the inner body as we realize the mean­
ing of the common phrase “tired men­
tally.” All sense of tiredness is psychical 
or mental and can be expressed .through 
any body which is serving as a vehicle 
for outwardly manifesting interior feel-
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of world-wide revolution and unrest.

We hear much of the Social Organism, 
and the term is a good one, but it must 
be meaningless to those who fail to ac­
knowledge the existence of distinct though 
inseparable organs, each with definite 
uses to fulfill. We are all functioning 
in a mighty body the whole of which is 
divinely contrived to serve a perfect end. 
The peculiar attraction which some indiv­
iduals feel for others can only-be inter­
preted reasonably or helpfully as we re-
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member that instinctive muttjal attraction 
is a means by which the order of the 
Universe is demonstrably maintained.

Noticing the three terms our questioner 
employs, "personal,” “individual” and 
"group" in connection with magnetism, 
we should define group magnetism as the 
attractive force which holds together the 
various members of a spiritual society 
otherwise designated a circle or sphere; 
individual magnetism is the special grade 
of force which marks the development 
of any distinctive individuality, and this 
is necessarily in accord with kindred 
force emanating from other individuals, 
both identical and complementary; person­
al magnetism on the most external plane 
is only a physical emanation and is nat­
urally far more transient or evanescent 
than aught that pertains to an inner or 
higher plane of Nature.

Affinity is most strongly felt between 
identicals or direct opposites. In the 
first instance there is a delightful sense of 
restful companionship and close agree­
ment of ideas and modes of life, but it is 
only in the secofid instance that we ex­
perience the useful mental stimulus which 
we feel when a comrade sharpens our 
wits and putfe us upon our metal?

People who acknowledge affinity only 
on the most* external plane are apt to 
find their relationships very fickle be­
cause the lowest degrees of our natures 
change most rapidly.' The highest affinity 
is entirely of the abiding ego and con­
stitutes a bond of permanent spiritual 
affiliation.

*
Questions by Lydia Palmer, Adelaide, 

Australia:
(1) Will we in the astral body be 

subject to fatigue?
(2) Will the children that die young 

or are stillborn be educated in astral 
life?
Answer 1:

We are undoubtedly subject to fatigue 
in the inner body as we realize the mean­
ing of the common phrase “tired men­
tally.” All sense of tiredness is psychical 
or mental and can be expressed .through 
any body which is serving as a vehicle 
for outwardly manifesting interior feel-
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ings. We all know how frequently a tired 
mind is rested and refreshed during vig­
orous physical exercise. Walking, run­
ning, swimming and various athletic pur­
suits while they make the outer body 
work actively supply rest to a jaded 
brain. -

All tiredness is due to lack of balance. 
In a state of perfect equilibrium we dis­
cover the secret of perpetual motion. Ma­
chinery even gets fatigued because it is 
not perfectly constructed or ' operated. 
When we learn to so balance our forces 
that equipoise will be not the exception 
but the rule we shall know no more the 
sense of tiredness though we shall even 
then enjoy sleep which is truly passing 
on to another plane of consciousness, and 
we need change on all planes of activity. 
We should seek to learn the law of har­
monious activity, rejoicing in all em­
ployment but varying our work so as to 
cultivate the whole instead of only a part 
of our organism.

The "astral” body is the facsimile of 
the physical structure in all essential par­
ticulars because the latter is only the 
outer sheath of the former. At physical 
dissolution, only the outer shell drops 
away, leaving the inner body to continue 
its accustomed functioning subject al­
ways to the law of progressive develop­
ment.

Mental treatment reaches the physi­
cal body only indirectly through the psy­
chical. All sense of physical tiredness 
quickly vanishes when some such cheer­
ing emotion as hope or joy turns out 
such depressing emotions as fear and 
doubt. We feel a thrill of new life cours­
ing through our veins when we accept 
good tidings and likewise do we feel 
strength going out of us when we credit 
a sorrowful tale. So long as we have 
physical as well as psychical bodies the 
sensations felt in one can surely be trans­
ferred to the other, but there is no strictly 
physical sensation.

It is quite possible in states of mental 
exaltation to undergo immense physical 
strain and privation without any dis­
agreeable after-feeling, and it is also a 
very common occurrence for one to utter­
ly languish, physically, simply > through

indulging the depleting belief timt one’s 
circumstances are adverse and one's work 
exhausting.

It is quite easy to practically test the 
effects of mental emotions on the phy­
sical organism whiqp has no life in itself 
or sensations exclusively its own. 
Answer 2: ^ .

When children pass out of physical 
existence in early infancy or even at the 
moment of birth they continue to live 
in the psychic realm which is the true 
earth union, its physical accompaniment 
They are subject to all the mental dis­
cipline which comes from contact with 
kindred instructing minds. Schools and 
teachers abound in spirit life and growth 
of mind and body are made manifest in 
harmony with universal order.

Bereaved parents who have some faith 
in immortality and who sleep soundly 
at night very often pass their sleeping 
time with their departed children, and 
sometimes when they wake' in the morn­
ing these parents feel all the blessed Ef­
fects of the true communion they have 
enjoyed with their loved ones. Some par­
ents still more sensitive and more than 
usually emancipated from prevailing ma­
terialism are often conscious during ’the 
day hours of the spiritual presence of 
their children and-«they know that these 
children are growing up with them.

As to outward appearance, this, in the 
spirit world, is always indicative of the 
state of development, and has nothing 
to do with mere passing of time.

When- people give up their insane hold 
upon materialistic doctrines and allow 
their psychic faculties to have natural 
free play they will find the “astral” world 
the larger and the physical realm the 
smaller; even of this earth. Children 
who are allowed, and even encouraged, to 
let their clairvoyance and clairsentie>ncy 
develop, see and consciously commingle 
with spirit playmates, who are very often 
discarnate members of their family who 
have passed out in early childhood.

Stillborn children have their'“astral”' 
experiences equally with all others.
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Nature Corner
"Aunt Fanny” has an attentive ear, expe- 

Tienced eye and a heart in sympathy with 
the wild life that abounds. in the protected 
districts of the farming sections. She has 
promised to teach us from month to month 
through the columns of the "Banner,” some 
of these facts in animal ’and bird life as her 
keen observation has given them to her. We 
open this "Nature Corner" for this purpose 
and would be glad to have our Little Folks 
question her, or give some observations of 
their own. Any unusual facts on this Une 
which the older readers have gathered will 
be courteous!ys considered for this depart­
ment.—The Editor.

Ornithologists tell us that the 
Screech Ov 1 is a very common bird. 
I have not found it so. If we do not 
see the owl it is hard to know one by 
the voice. Early in July found me 
at my country home. Hearing a 
very strange sound, much like the 
neighing of a colt and the barking 
of dogs—strange combinations—1 
peered into the gathering shade of 
eve.

A soft flutter of wings passed by: 
the voice belonged to a bird, a night 
bird, of course. Down came my bird 
book and I looked up night hawks, 
but could'not place the bird.

Every night a concert was given by 
this visitor. I called in my nearest 
neighbor, who had lived in the place 
for 75 years, and he said that he nev­
er heard the noise before.

We made a great show of courage, 
living Aone in the big farm house, 
but the least uncommon noise in the 
night found us ready to investigate. 
I Was awakened suddenly one night 
by a strange whisper at my chamber 
door, “Get um-quick. there’s a tramp 
in the garden chair under my window, 
snoring fearfully.” It was my com­
panion who spoke. I peered from the 
window where the familiar notes of 
the Screech Owl settled the question 
of the snoring tramp. It seemed

strange that these birds should be so 
little known by country people, for 
they nest in hcilow trees and even in 
houses where they find some suitable 
hole.

Owls usually inhabit the woods. 
The short eared one is an exception ; 
he nests in grassy marshes and pass­
es the day on the ground, but at dusk 
may be seen skimming over the 
marshes looking for the field mice. 
We have the long eared owls about 
the size of the short eared ones, but 
their ear tufts ,are an inch or more in 
length. The sides and belly are bared.

In voice these owls seem almost hu­
man and it sounds uncanny to hear 
them hoot and laugh in a manner 
hard to describe.

The dignity of the owls is like the 
dignity of many people. It passes for 
wisdom while the fact is, they lose 
their head on slight provocation. Our 
delightful Mr. W. J. Long has found 
why they hoot. . If they are yoking 
owls they hoot for practice, but the 
regular "whoo-*vhoot. whoot, who- 
whoot" always five. notes, with the 
second two very short—-is a hunting 
call and they use it to alarm the game.

Their ears are so wonderfully sen­
sitive that they can hear the rustle 
of a 'mouse in the grass, or the scrape 
of a sparrow’s toes on a limb fifty 
feet away. So they sit on the watch 
tower and hoot suddenly, then listen. 
It frightens every bird and small ani­
mal within hearing. At last they 
drop on their prey and it is all over 
for the victim. We thought that when 
the owls hooted it was a sign of rain 
and we are very glad to find a more 
sensible reason.

We have four horned owls. The 
Great Horned Owl is the largest of
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our resident owls, the male measur­
ing 22 inches in length, while its ear 
tufts are nearly two inches long.

If the prey is small enough the owl 
swallows it whole. The indigestible 
parts, hair, bones and feathers, are 
formed into pellets in the stomach, 
and are ejected from the mouth. You 
may find their roosting ' places by 
these pellets on the ground.

The beautiful snowy owl from the 
Arctic region sometimes visit us. Not 
many moons ago a pair of these 
snowy owls was seen in an inland 
town in Maine. The man with a gun 
was there and this beautiful rare bird

was his victim. The other has been 
seen and it will not be long before/he 
will share the same fate. It is hard 
to understand this insane idea of 
country people to be ready to kill 
every thing of wild bird and beast 
life. Living in isolated country 
homes they do not seem to. realize 
how much pleasure may be added to 
their lives by having wild life about 
them.

I always feel that missionaries are 
needed to teach our farmers and fam­
ily the use and beauty of animal and 
bird life.

AUNT FANNY

Impressive Psychic Experiences
[We are gathering from various sourc­

es evidence of value on things pertaining 
to the Spirit, in the confidence that tes­
timony from the same parties on any
subject would Tenei 
sideration ]

A New Apparatus for Direct Spirit­
Writing

From “Psychische Studies ’
For a long time I have occupied myself 

with spiritism and I now have a medium 
with whom I have been experimenting 
twice a week for three months and have 
obtained truly interesting phenomena.

The medium is a country girl, fourteen 
years old and quite ignorant. She has 
finished only^two classes in the village 
school; can read only with difficulty and 
can write a little. - She is employed as 
chambermaid by a Madame R. in Bialy- 
kamien. • At the sittings which are held 
at my house, there are present besides 
the medium and myself, the Madame R. 
and one of my friends; Dr. W. With my 
medium we got direct writing. Remark- 
able,-and' so far as my knowledge goes, 
new, is the form in which this phenom­
enon occurs. Many times have I seen 
the writing produced as usual between 
two slates or upon paper with pencil in

•e thoughtful con-

a darkened room. The precautions 
which we have taken have been of the 
kind always to exclude absolutely any 
deception, not only on the part of the 
medium, but also of the other persons. 
But I wanted to see, without restrictions, 
how the writing was produced, and in the 
light this was not possible, ^ I therefore 
constructed, with • the consent of the 
controlling intelligence, the following ap­
paratus :

A little wooden box a-b-c-d, 30 centi­
metres in each dimension, possesses in 
the place of the forward wall b-d, a fun­
nel formed sack s-s,\made of dark, very 
thick but soft silk, 50 centimetres long.
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In the point of this sack is fastened a 
little tube, h, into which a pencil, m-n, is 
inserted so that the blunt end of the pen­
cil and tire greater part of its length is 
within the box; the sharpened end lies 
outside the box upon a sheet of paper p-p. 
The interior of the box is quite dark and 
the broad, soft sack does not hinder in 
the least the movement of the pencil. 
Under this arrangement we succeeded, in 
the full light and so that the process 
was visible to all, in obtaining very quick­
ly and surely written communibations. 
The medium lays her hands upon the up­
per wall, c-d, of the box and after a few 
minutes the writing begins, during which 
the under side of the sack is puffed out 
in such a way as if a hand was thrust 
into it.

Under such conditions direct writing 
is now for us the only means of ipter- 
course with the invisible intelligence com­
municating with us. As to the contents 
of the messages,—often very long,— they 
are far above the intellectual reach of me 
medium and many times beyond the com­
prehension of the persons present, for w, 
often receive communications in German 
and French—the medium speaks ' only 
Kleinruthenish—and once we received a 
five page message in the English lan­
guage with which no one of us was ac­
quainted. The messages are many 
times very ingenious and suggestive: for 
example, I asked the Intelligence on a 
certain evening whether Spirits were 
immaterial. The answer was. “In a cer­
tain sense, yes." "Then you are outside 
of space and time?" I asked. Answer: 
“No.’” “How can that be?” Answer: 
“The geometrical point is also immaterial, 
for it has no dimensions, and yet it lies 
in space. But I §ay this’only for a com­
parison,-for we spirits have dimensions— 
are dimensional,—but not as you men.” 
An ignorant fourteen-year-old country 
girl surely could not give such an answer. 
Once we received an undoubted proof of 
identity. During the sitting the pencil 
wrote in characters that were quite new 
to us, the following message: “I thank 
you for the injection that you made for 
me, when I was lying in pain on my death' 
bed. You relieved my pain. Karoline

51 
C----- .” I asked to whom were these 
words directed. The Intelligence an­
swered ‘To you.” “When was that/and 
who are you?” I asked. The pencil wrote; 
"On the 18th of September, 1900, in the 
Lemberg Clinic for house patients.” In 
that year I was still a student and worked 
in the Clinic mentioned as assistant. I 
remembered nothing mgre.

A few days after this sitting I had 
occason to go to Lemberg. I went to 
the hospital and found in fact in the hos­
pital register of 1900, the name in ques­
tion. It was the name of a woman, fifty- 
six years old, who suffered with cancer 
of the stomach and who died there. I 
went then to the bureau of information 
at the police station with the question 
whether anyone by the name of C------  
lived in Lemberg. I was informed that 
there was at this time in Lemberg a 
teacher by that name. 1 visited her the 
same day and after she had told me that 
she had lost her mother in the year 
19"o, i showed her the message that I had 
received by direct writing. The lady 
recognized immediately, and with great 
astonishment, the characferstic handwrit­
ing and signature of her dead mother and 
showed to me some letters which her 
mother had written, py which the identity 
of the writing was proved without a 
doubt. The lady readily gave me one of 
these letters. But I did not remember 
that I had given to Caroline C----- an in­
jection of morphine. _

Another remarkable phenomenon ob­
tained with the same medium is the fol­
lowing: To the Intelligence that gave 
me that clever answer relative to the ma­
teriality of spirits, I often proposed spe­
cial questions to determine in the surest 
manner possible whether mind-reading or 
clairvoyance might not be the solution of 
the problem. My method of procedure 
was this: I took 100 little white cards 
and inscribed them with numbers from 0 
to 9; on each card one figure, so that I 
had 10 cards bearing the figure 0; 10 the 
figure 1; ten the figure 2 and so forth. 
After I had mixed the cards thoroughly, 
the light was extinguished and I drew 
some of the cards .out and laid them in a 
row from left to right on the table. Then
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I asked the Intelligence to write for us 
the number which the cards formed. 
After the answer was written, we lighted 
the lamp and read it. The answer was 
always correct. This could not be mind­
reading, for no one of us knew what was 
the number in question. But perhaps it 
might be clairvoyance. In order to-de­
termine this point, I asked the Intelli­
gence not to give the number, arid then 
to write the result. This experiment was 
also successful; for out of 42 trials in 
only two were the answers incorrect.'

My medium’s knowledge of arithmetic 
was very slight, she had only learned 
the four principal operations, in the vil­
lage school, and it may be suspected that 
the medium is clairvoyant and that she. 
by means of this gift, also multiplied and 
divided.

In order to determine this possibility, 1 
arranged the following experiment: I laid, 
in complete darkness., twenty cards on-- 
against another, and asked the Intelli­
gence to give me the fourth root of the 
number thus formed. The answer was 
ready in a few minutes and was 7501273­
011. This was correct, for the number 
which the cards made was ->62690967^5- 
557006121. I repeated this experiment 
twelve times. Three times I got no an­
swer; one answer was wrong, but eight 
were correct.

Such computations ih arithmetic as 
these last, are entirely out of the power 
of my medium. The results of my expe­
riments were plainly not due to thought­
transference nor to clairvoyance.

DR. ROMAN VRYAZ.
Chief Physician in the Hospital in Bealy- 
Kamien.—Translated for the Banner of 
Light. *

A Photograph by Telepathy 
From the.Spanish of "La,Fraternidad.” 
Doctor Tstrotti, residing in Campania, 

made an agreement with Professor Has- 
den of Bucharest, that he would appear in 
spirit to the professor on a date fixed in 
advance, at his residence. The profes­
sor, on the night apointed, placed in his 
bedroom a photographic apparatus.

Doctor Tstrotti, in Campania, after 
having concentrated his thought and his

will upon the photographic plate of his 
friend, fell asleep, and, on awakening, Jie 
felt certain that the experiment had been 
successful. He wrote a letter immedi­
ately to the professor and verified the 
fact, for on developing the negative, Dr. 
Tstrotti, who had not left Campania, ap­
peared on the plate, looking fixedly at 
the objective of the apparatus whose ex­
tremity of bronze was illuminated by the 
reflection of the apparition.

The most extraordinary circumstance 
connected with this case is that the pho­
tograph of the doctor taken in this way, 
is the best that up to this time has been 
Obtained of him.—Translated for (the 
Banner of Light.

M
Spirit Healing

This remarkable case of Spirit Heal­
ing is attested to by an eminent physic­
ist, Doctor Hyppolite Baraduc of Paris, 
in “La Vie Nouvelle.”

Claire G--- had been suffering for 
many years from a disease of the stom­
ach for which she had consulted several 
physicians of the greatest repute, but 
without obtaining any relief: The spir­
it of the curate of Ars, whom she in­
voked, promised to cure her. The fol­
lowing is her story: •

“According to the order of the spirit, 
I waited for the morrtwv to come; but 
said nothing to anyone about the myste­
rious promise of a supernatural treat­
ment. -

“The time for the meeting with the 
spirit of the curate having come. I shut 
myself in my chamber, ostensibly to take 
a short rest, and I followed minutely ill 
the directions given to me by the invisi­
ble. .

I had been charged by my invisible ad­
viser to meditate on the life and the 
death of Christ, and I did my best to do 
so; but I did not succeed very well for 
I was not accustomed to mental’ exer­
cises of this kind, and besides I was only 
beginning to catch a glimpse of the true 
character and mission of the Nazarene. 
At last I repeated the text of the formula 
of appeal, dictated through a medium, 
and waited, while my curiosity was 
aroused to the utmost.
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"I remained in this attitude of expec­

tation for about a quarter of an hour. 
Nothing came; always nothing. Already 
I was beginning to doubt and to reproach 
myself for my credulity. But what is 
happening? A copious shower of sparks 
is falling perpendicularly upon me, in­
undating me immediately with a burn­
ing current that reaches from my head 
to the soles of my feet.

“By this rain of fire, not only did I 
experience the keenest physical sensa­
tions, but my ears distinguished the noise, 
as of a light electrical discharge, and my 
body was almost lifted from the couch 
on which I was lying.

"However, although the impression 
which this phenomenon produced on me 
was startling, far from feeling any fear, 
my soul had a sensation of exquisite joy, 
never to be forgotten. Nothing that ex­
ists in this world can be compared with 
it. My emotion was so great that tears 
fell from my eyes in spite of myself. I 
remained in this singular, extra-normal 
state about a quarter of an hour; then 
the sensations diminished in intensity, 
and finally disappeared entirely. • When 
I came back to myself, that is to say, 
when I regained the free movement of 
my limbs, for, while the phenomenon 
lasted, I was bound by a sort of magnetic 
chain which it was impossible for me to 
break, I found myself relieved, strength­
ened and animated with a more than 
earthly vitality.

“This was not the effect of imagina­
tion; for when I had left my chamber, 
after having thanked God and my invis­
ible benefactor for such a marvelous fa­
vor, the Expression of my face was so 
youthful, so radiant; my eyes, ordinarily 
dull in consequence of my suffering, so 
brilliant, that my husband exclaimed in 
surprise:

“Your digestion is all right this time. 
You look perfectly well; you are en­
tirely changed.’

“ ‘Yes,’ I replied, ,‘the rest has done me 
good; I am going to form the habit of 
retiring into my chamber every day al­
ter dinner.’ ” ■

These phenomena were repeated each 
day thereafter and Madam Claire G------—
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was subjected to a regular fluidic treat­
ment by her invisible benefactor^ until 

■ she was completely cured.
Now let us read what the illustrious 

Doctor Hyppolite Baraduc of Paris says 
of this remarkable case, for he, a short 
time after, investigated the matter at 
the request of the husband of Madame 
Claire G. He says: .

"I give here”—that is in his recent 
book entitled the "Vibrations of the Hu­
man Vitality:”—“a photographic plate 
which reproduces the impressions of 
curative psychic projections in the form 
of little globes, projected from external 
planes upon a person very ill of a dis­
order of the stomach, who had consulted 
twenty-five physicians without success.

' She has been cured of this obstinate 
malady by lying upon her couch after 
the midday meal and following the direc­
tions furnished by her guide. This per­
son is not hysteric; she is not a person 
of blind faith, but of a superior intelli­
gence and absolutely sincere in what 
she has done.

'Very much astonished by the amelior­
ation produced by these strange practices, 
her husband begged me to be present 
at a seance of spiritual fluids—this^is 
what took place:

"I received permission to cover the 
head of Madame C* G------------; her fore­
head, her stomach and her hands with 
photographic plates put back into black 
radiographic paper, impermeable to the 
light. I have obtained, coming from space, 
toward the person, as the photographic 
plate proves, a-quantity of the impress­
ions of these globules which she felt 
touch her, penetrate her and vivify her 
I have contructed for this purpose a 
little black chamber of wood with an 
orange-red glass, into which I could put 
three plates, to find out which oflfe would 
receive the impression, that near the 
glass or that near the wood.

“The phenomenon was produced upon 
neither of these plates, but upon the one 
in the middle, which alone showed vividly 
the impression, but not perpendicularly, 
but obliquely from right to left. Each 
little globe of spiritual power jeems to 
have rolled upon the plate, leaving its
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trace. She has been cured by these pro­
jections of spiritual substance.

“Such is the fact with its demonstra­
tion.” .

The observation of Dr. Baraduc that 
the curative psychic projections came 
from the invisible towards the person is 
extremely important; for, in this case, 
they did not set out from the body ot 
the subject, so that we cannot suppose 
them to be an “odic emanation” from 
her own body. On the contrary they 
started from an unknown point of the 
surrounding space and moved towards 
the body. >

The phenomena renders imperious the 
necessity, for its explanation, of the in­
tervention of an occult agent. Every 
Other hypothesis is more sophistical, 
more paradoxical, much stranger and 
above all less simple than the spiritual 
hypothesis.—Translated for The Banner 
of Light.

•1
THE PROPHECY OF A SEERESS

From the Spanish “La-Fraternidad.”
In the palace of Madame Hochon were 

assembled, in the middle of last Febru­
ary, several notable persons of the ua- 
tion to have some experiences with a fa­
mous clairvoyant. Among the persons 
present was Madame Archdeacon, wife 
of the politician, who asked the clairvoy­
ant, if the person of whom she was 
thinking, her husband, would be re­
elected as deputy. “No, lady,” said the 
seeress, “he will ni^ be re-elected.” All 
who heard this burst out laughing, for 
the re-election of Monsieur Archdeacon 
was considered to be a sure thing. “I 
feel very sorry-to be obliged to say this," 
said the seeress; “but the person of 
whom you are thinking, will not be re­
elected, for he will have died before.”

New shouts of laughter greeted this 
second assertion: for nobody suspected 
that Mons. Archdeacon, who was appar­
ently in perfect health, was so near the 
end of his days, but the statement was 
justified. The Archdeason died sudden- 

'ly a few days before the election.

From the Field
PLYMOUTH SPIRITUAL CHURCH, 

ROCHESTER, N. Y.
“Rochester” is a word that is bound to 

appear in every historical paper on Spir­
itualism. As the word “Christian” was 
born as a term of derision, but was made 
by the followers of Jesus a symbol for in­
spiration to a larger spiritual life, so has 
“Rochester” grown from the rough em­
phasis in “Rochester knockings” to stand 
for a bright, clean, spiritual undertaking 
in the “Plymouth Spiritual Church” of 
Rochester.

Our readers have already been told of 
the inspiration that moved our great sol- 
die'r, Dr. B. F. Austin and his associates 
to possess a thoroughly equipped church 
property in Rochester for the permanent 
use of Spiritualism. They have so far 
succeeded with the undertaIcing that in 
October the “Plymouth Spiritual Church 
of Rochester” was opened to the public in 
proper dedicatory services.

No more fitting pastor could have been 
selected for this important work than 
the same pure, scholarly and" devoted Dr. 
Austin.

Among the worthy workers who took 
part on the occasion were the veterans, 
Dr. J. M. Peebles, Mrs. Helen P. Russe- 
gue, Lyman C. Howe, and the phenome­
nal worker, S. C. Fenner.

Among permanent features in the 
services of the church will be. A high 
standard of music (the church is equip­
ped with a splendid pipe organ), and 
Spirit-messages, at the close of the Sun­
day services.

A local paper, reporting the dedication, 
notes the following important features 
in these words:

"A feature of the Plymouth Church 
work will be the bringing here of nota­
ble scientists, like Prof. Hyslop and oth­
ers of psychical research fame, who will 
discuss the scientific department of the 
spiritual philosophy, revealing facts, 
which have caused such multitudes of 
.learned and distinguished then and wom­
en in all parts of the world to embrace 
Spiritualism.
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“A remarkable feature of the present 

spiritual movement in Rochester is the 
donations, some as large as $100, by 
prominent members of the orthodox 
churches.”

We would, if we could, give space to 
the admirable addresses given on this 
memorable occasion and do yield to the 
temptation to give the following most 
intelligent resume of Lyman Howe’s in­
spiration at one of the services, as re-, 
ported by the “Rochester Union and Ad­
vertiser":

"No one would imagine, on looking at 
Mr. Howe as Kb modestly made his way 
to a seat on the platform, that he pos­
sessed any remarkable qualifications aB 
a scientist or that he had any eloquence 
with which to impart ideas.

"He is of the Abraham Lincoln type 
of countenance and physique and might 
easily be taken for a retired farmer, and 
when, after an introduction by Dr. Aus­
tin, he made a few preliminary remarks 
to the audience, there was nothing in 
his language or manner to distinguisn 
him from a very ordinary person. But 
suddenly, his manner changed. He 
brought his two hands together—closed 
his eyes and seemingly a new voice 
camefor th from his lips. He was no 
longer Lyman C. Howe in spirit, but un­
der complete control by one supposed to 
have long been a dweller in the spirit 
realms, and for about one hour, without 
faltering, the speaker poured forth a 
stream of eloquence that kept the large 
and intelligent audience spellbound. It 
would be impossible to give men a faint 
outline of the marvelous address given 
through the organism of Mr. Howe in a 
newspaper report. The speaker des­
cribed the evolutionary processes ot 
world formation with its Incessant con­
vulsions which he called nature’s pro­
gress for greater perfection—prayers al­
ways answered. ¥The upheavals of con­
tinents, the belching forth of volcanic 
fires, the raging of the el cm chits with 
electric cyclones, tornadoes rushing 
with whirlwipd fury over the surface of 
the new born planet. The formation 
of the mineral kingdom, the coming into 
existence of the germs of the vegetable 
and animal kingdoms culminating with 
man in his lowest, most abject type, was 
vividly described. All through the un- 
conceivably vast periods of time, by in­
finitesimally slow processes of evolution 
man gradually was raised, to the intellec­
tual plane. The guiding power during 
all these convulsions and processes of 
development was the unseen or spiritual. 
During the lengthy discourse the speak­
er described the marvelous composition

of the human body—and man’s relation / 
to the realms of spirit, touching upon 
the thousands of religious beliefs which 
have sprung from, environment and phys­
ical conditions during vast ages of time, 
in which, man had to combat the ter- 
riffic forces of nature and win his way 
to the intellectual plane and fit himself 
for the recognition of things spiritual.

“We have passed through the mate­
rial and mechanical age into that of the 
electrical and the spiritual. Every act 
of nature in the past has been a prayer. 
Every cry or laugh of the infant is a 
prayer to the unseen and every prayer 
has been answered.”

Valiant workers, as you undertake to 
till this field where the first furrows 
wei ’ cut in clear lines by spirit co-opera­
tor: though the Fox children, permit the 
old tanner of Light to bestow the bless­
ing f her full confidence for the har­
ves*

M
C eetings From the Secretary of the Wis­

consin State Spiritualists’
Association.

Rev. Geo. H. Brooks, president of the 
W. S. S. A., having completed his report 
of work done in the State for the interest 
of Spiritualism since coming into office 
last April, I wish to say that no officer 
ever worked harder and more earnestly, 
under circumstances such as Mr. Brooks 
had to meet everywhere. ’

Financially, Mr. Brooks had . success, 
in fact -more than we ever dared to an­
ticipate, when starting out into the' field 
of work, not knowing where to stop, but 
making a most earnest effort for all the 
good possibly, to be gained both for the 
Spiritualists and the interest of the State 
Association.

As a representative of the people we 
have been able to pay all running ex­
penses, pay all interest due on notes held 
against the W. S. S. A., and have some 
money in the Treasury, with which we 
expect to make part payment on some 
notes in order to make our interest less, 
and we most sincerely thank the good 
friends in all localities for the kind 
courtesy shown our president and the 
help to the W. S. S. A.

While Mr. Brooks was out in the 
St&te working hard from place to place 
your Secretary tried also to do some-
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thing in the way of raising money to 

^ help defray expense at the next Annual 
Convention, which will be held in Mil­
waukee, April 16 to 18, 1907. I have 
succeeded. in interesting the ladies of 
Milwaukee to each one in turn to open 
her home for an afternoon coffee, or en­
tertainment of some sort, and raise 
money. We have succeeded by so do­
ing. . .

Mrs. Anna Mehrtens of 189 Lloyd 
street, has announced a Flower Reading 
Social on Jan. 8, 1907,- 2 p. m., which 
she invites all friends interested to at­
tend.

May the happy season’s blessings 
reach each and every one interested in 
the truth of Spiritualism.

Sincerely yours,
LOUISE G. LOEBEL, 

Sec’y W. S. S. A.
202 North Ave., Milwaukee, Wis.

•e
The Gospel of Spirit-Return Society 

Entertain
The Christmas festival given under 

the auspices of The Gospel of Spirit- Re­
turn Society was a happy affair.

It was held at the home of Mrs. Soule, 
the pastor, 17 Fayette street, Cambridge, 
on Christmas day. At two o’clock a 
turkey dinner was served to the little 
guests, and then the merry company en­
tertained each other with songs and rec­
itations, until time for the distribution 
of gifts.

The Christmas Tree, filled with toys, 
games, books, mittens and warm cloth­
ing, and glittering with holiday finery, 
was a beautiful sight to these children, 
whose lives have t<jo much of shadow to 
bfing joy to their hearts very often. And 
the friends who had worked So hard 
and earnestly to give this happiness to 
these lititle ones, had nothing but 
praise in their hearts when they looked 
at the happy throng and realized that 
but for their efforts there would have 
been no Christmas cheer for them. - '

M '
Miss Susie C. Clark is located for the 

winter at the Eddwill, 5 B street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., where all communica­
tions may be addressed.

OF LIGHT ^ January
W. J. Colville in a personal letter re­

ceived just as we go to press informs 
us that by his plans when writing from 
New Zealand, he expected to be in Amer­
ica before the New Year, and that "Uni­
versal Spiritualism,” his last book, will 
appear at about the same time.

His address as given will be for the 
present 1649 Everett street, Alameda, 
California.

Welcome, welcome, sweet messenger 
of Truth! •

*
GOOD PAINT AS AN ASSET

Among all the routine expenses of the 
property owner there is none that yields 
more satisfactory returns than good 
paint. In this respect it is like fire in- 
•surance, but with a difference. Fire is 
accidental and when an insured building 
burns the Insurance Company pays a 
good proportion of the cost of rebuild­
ing. But when a building suffers for 
the lack of paint—as it must suffer if 
painting is neglected—the owner bears 

, the entire loss. It is the height of im­
providence, therefore, too, for paint is 
not only a form of insurance that pays 
its own premiums, but in the selling val­
ue it adds to a building, it is an actual 
cash asset.

The best time to paint is in tbe spring 
or the fall, when the weather is settled, 
and paint applied at the proper time will 
wear better and protect better than if 
applied at an unfavorable season.

For ordinary use there is nothing su­
perior to the better grades of ready- 
mixed paints put on the market by re­
sponsible manufacturers. They can be 
bought anywhere in convenient quanti­
ties, and of any desired tint or shade, 
from local dealers. A little inquiry re­
garding the local record of any such 
paint offered for sale, will usually enable 
the consumer to judge of its quality. ,

So much for the selection of the paint; 
its application should be left to a good 
painter who will get better results, with 
less material, from any form of paint 

. than the unskilled novice dan obtain.
. D. P.
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Miscellaneous Advertisements

CRYSTAL CAZINC
Z Raya “Clairvoyance”

Outfit Complete, with Full Instructions

Reduced to Half Price

$2 Crystals reduced to *1 
tl •• •• •• #2
•6 “ " •< «3
$8 " ,^ “ $4
♦ 10 “ / •• •• *i
Indian Mirrors reduced 

to $4. #8. $12 each. .

Mrs. H. writes: "I am pleased with the 
Crystal. I had never looked into one before, 
neitherdid I know anything about them I have 
seen many interesting things for myself and 
friends; they have been astonished at what I 
have told them. I find I am developing clair­
voyance verv quickly. I am becoming a good 
medium.

Prof. Zazra, 115 Praed St, London, W., England

When writing send Money Order payable in 
England and 2 cents postage.

J P. CHAMBERLIN, M. 0. h«™. 
House, Suite 3, 212 Columbus Ave., Bos­
ton. Nervous and Chronic Diseases 
Cases requiring careful diagnosis suc­
cessfully treated. Office hours 10 a. m. 
to 2 p. m. daily, except Sunday and Mon­
day. At other times by appointment.

Why Buy a “BUCK”

Because it is the typewriter best suit­

ed to your needs, it does handsome work 

which is visible; 72 styles of type; type 

is changed in less than half a minute; 

every up-to-date attachment. Two Mod­

els. No. 5. Price $35; No. 7. Price $50.

Free trial. Cash or monthly payments.

Blickensdefer Typewriter Co.
334 Boylston Street. Bostop.

Cancer Cured
WITH SOOTHING. BALMY OILS.

■Cancer. Tumor. Catarrh. Piles. Fistula. 
Ulcers. Eczema and all Skin and Female 
Diseases. Write for Illustrated Book 
Sent free. Address Dr. Bye. Cor. 9th ana 
Broadway, Kansas City, Mo.

SOUVENIR POST CAllDS
views of Washington. . D. C., -12 for 25 
cents, mailed singly to any address for 
*9 cents extra. Send cash. W. W. Fen­
tress, £02 Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C.

UNCLE SAM SPECIALTIES
Uncle Sam’s Self-Filling Fountain Pen.

14k gold pen, iridium point, hard rub­
ber holder, cheap in price only; fully 
warranted. $1.25r~

UNCLE SAM STAMP BOX.
Holds 25 postage stamps; one move­

ment of the thumb delivers or receives 
a stamp, without disturbing the icst; 
can't stick together or be destroyed, 25c. 
UNCLE SAM VEST POCKET TABLET.

Aluminum back to write on; tear 
leaf out anywhere without disturbin 
the rest; put new paper in yourself, 10c.

All three $1.50 postpaid.
AGENTS WANTED.

Dr. K,tUy Dale. N. Y.

« to

Astral Guidance

Great and Wise of all climes have fol­
lowed their Star. Scientifically lead 
they tell your characteristics, aptitudes, 
prospects. Guide as to Friends. Ene­
mies. Love. Marriage. Health, Travel.

Send birth-date and 2 ct. stamp for 
Sample Reading. Prof. Alcor B. Mizaro.

The Stars actuate human destiny. The 
Box 940. Bridgeport. Conn.

These trade-mark cri^krossBes on every package 

CRESClFMUrDYSPEPSIA 
( Formerl\»U^; Ara/FLOUR ) 

SPECIAL JfABHHC FLOUR 
K. G wh<m5\wibat FLOUR 

Unlike all Xher Mil. \sk grocers?
Forsook drskniple, write

FARWELL & MINES,nVATEWTOWN, N. V.. U. S. A.
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' Important Books
A Biographical Memorial

OF

Luther Colby
FOUNDER OF THE

Banner of Light
FROM THE PEN OF HIS CO-WORKER 

FOR MANY YEARS,

JOHN W. DAY
This volume is replete with personal 

information, poetic tribute and friendly 
memory.

Appreciative testimony is borne the 
Veteran Editor by some of the brightest 
minds in the Modern 'Dispensation.

Those who would acquire, in a closely- 
packed. and convenient form for refer­
ence. much and valuable Information 
concerning one whose name has been 
since 1857 a household word among the 
Spiritualists of the world, can find it in 
this work.

The chapters are titled respectively:
‘■A MAN-CHILD IS BORN."

A SOUL IS RECOGNIED.
THE BANNER IS UNFURLED. 

MR. COLBY’S MEDIUMSHIP.
"GONE HOME.”

TRIBUTES—Prose and Poetic.
In its Dedication the author gives the 

keynote of the volume:
TO MR. ISAAC B. RICH, the earnest 

friend and faithful co-partner of Mr. 
Colby for many years;

TO THE PIONEERS OF MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM, a hardy race, now 
passing rapidly to their well-merited 
"guerdon In the skies”;

AND TO THE' YOUTH OF THE NEW 
DISPENSATION, who are reaping in 
Joy what their forbears have sown in 
tears, and whose faces are nov^ set 
todtard the surflight of world-wide vic­
tory,

THESE PAGES, 
V

Briefly descriptive of an earnest and 
practical life now closed in the mortal, 
are lovingly dedicated.
The work, in.addition, to the engraving 

of Mr. Colby, has a picture of his be­
loved mother (taken In her eighty-third 
year), and a fine likeness of William Ber­
ry (co-founder of the BANNER OF 
LIGHT); also views of the Fox Cottage, 
the First Spiritual Temple (Newbury and 
Exeter streets. Boston) and the Birth­
place of Mr. Colby in Amesbury, Mass.
50 Cents Per Copy, Postage, Free.

MiwJachoii Davis
PENETRALIA, CONTAINING HARMO-

NIAL ANSWERS.

The topics treated in this work are 
mainly theological and spiritual, and 
questions of practical interest and value 
are answered, tendering the volume an 

• acquisition to the student, philosopher 
and theologian. Some of the chapters 
contain revelations of the realities of the 
world beyond the grave.

$1.25. Postage 12 cents.

S
ANSWERS TO EVER - RECURRING

QUESTIONS FROM THE PEOPLE.

(A Sequel to "Penetralia”) This vol­
ume is alive with new ideas and inspira­

- tions. The answers comprise a wide 
range of subjects, embracing points of 
peculiar interest connected with the Spir­
itual Philosophy.

Cloth $1.10. Postpaid.

BEYOND THE VALLEY:

An Autobiography of Andrew Jackson 
Davis. Six beautiful illustrations pictur­
ing what the Seer has seen. 408 pages, 
containing six attractive and original il­
lustrations. $1.00. Full gilt. $1.50.

Postage 10 cents. ^

HARBINGER OF HEALTH.

Containing Medical Prescriptions for 
the Human Body and Mind. It is a plain, 
simple guide to health, with no quackery, 
no humbug, no universal panacea. It 
imparts knowledge whereby any individ­
ual may be greatly assisted in resisting 
and overcoming the assaults of disease, 
and enjoying uninterrupted good health. 
More than three hundred prescriptions, 
for the cure of over one hundred forms 
of disease, are given. As a book of 
family reference, it is adapted to univer­
sal use.

Cloth, $1.00. Postage 10 cents.

HARMONIAL MAN; OR, THOUGHTS 
FOR THE AGE.

Designed to enlarge man’s views con­
cerning the Political and ecclesiastical 
condition of America, and to point out 
the paths of reform. Also considers scien­
tific themes which concern man’s social 
and personal happiness, comprising the 
meteoric laws, and the philosophy of con­
trolling rain. .

Paper, 35c, Cloth 50c. Postage 2c.
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Important Books
The Discovery 

------- OF------- 

A LOST TRAIL
By Mr. Charles B. Newcomb.

Mr. Newcomb's great ability as a writ­
er upon subjects of spiritual truth is too 
well known to require further reference 
at this time. It is sufficient to say that 
he is a teacher of tesyffiers—a man of 
high ideals. endowed with the ‘happy 
faculty of being able to impart them to 
others. It is a rare book, and its merits 
should command for it a large sale. A 
writer says:

“Mr. Newcomb made a distinct success 
with ‘All’s Right With the World,’ which 
continues in the front rank of the meta­
physical books that are now so popular. 
The great number who have been 
cheered and strengthened by him will 
welcome another book by this wise teach­
er whose words of help are doing so much 
to make the world better by making mefi 
and women better able to understand 
and enjoy it. 'Discovery of a Dost 
Trail’ is a simple study of -that strange 
and beautiful thing that we call life, but 
grand in its scholarly-' simplicity. In 
the words of the author. ‘Plain sug­
gestions of confidence, patience, gladness 
and decision often bring us back to the 
trail we have lost through the uncer­
tainty of our own power and freedom.’ ’’

12mo., Cloth; 270 Pages. Price $1.50.,

THE PROOFS
-------OF-------

Life After Death
A TWENTIETH CENTURY SYMPOShlM

A (Ampliation of Letters and Expres­
sions from Distinguished Living Scien­
tists and PhUosophers Throughout the 
World in Answer to the Question: What 
is the Strongest" and Best Reason Known 
to ManTAside from Religious Doctrine) 
for .Believing that Man’s Soul Lives on 
After the Death- of the Body?

. Compiled and Edited By
ROBERT J. THOMPSON,

Officer of the Legion of Honor of France, 
Late Diplomatic Envoy- of the 

United States to France Sec­
retary of the Lafayette 

Memorial Commission,
CHICAGO.

Price, $2.00. Postage, 12 cents.

STUDIES IN THETHOUGHT-WORLD
By Henry Wood.

Contents—Ownership through Idealism; 
The Evolutionary Climb of Man; A Great 
Art Museum; The Vital Energy and Its 
Increase; A Corrected Standpoint in Psy­
chical Research; The Divinity of Nature; 
The Hygiene of the Consciousness; What 
is Man? Our Relations to Environment; 
Divinity and Humanity; Has Mental 
Healing a Valid Scientific and Religious 
Basis? The Unity of Diversity; The Dy­
namics of Mind; Auto-Suggestion and 
Concentration; Human Evolution and the 
“Fall”; Omnipresent Divinity; Mental 
and Physical Chemistry in the Human 
Economy; The Education of Thought; 
The Nature and Uses of Pain; The Sub­
conscious Mind; The. Psychology of 
Crime; The Signs of the Times.

These papers deal with thought educa­
tion, mental science Abd spiritual' evolu- 

-tion in their practical aspects. Their 
restorative forces are explained and ap­
plied to human life. No one can read 
this book without receiving a great men­
tal and spiritual uplift.

Fine English cloth, pp. 269; price $1.25.
Other books by the same author:

IDEA!- SUGGESTION THROUGH MEN- 
TAT. PHOTOGRAPHY. Fine cloth, 
octavo: price, $1.25.

‘EDWARD BURTON (a Novel). Cloth, 
$1.25; paper. 50 cents.

GOD’S IMAGE IN MAN. Cloth, pp. 253; 
price. $1.00.

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF NA­
TURAL LAW. Fine cloth; price, $1.25.

THE HENRY SEYBERT BEQUEST
ANO WHAT HAS BECOME OF IT?

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE SEYBERT 
COMMISSIONERS AND THE LEG­

ATEES OF HENRY SEYBERT.
By Hon. A. B. Richmond.

The article of Mr. A. B Richmond, on 
his published review of the Seybert Com­
missioners’ Report, appeals strongly to 
the deep interest of all readers who have 
a demonstrated knowledge of the com­
munion of spirits excarnate and incar­
nate.

While It penetrates all the. prejudices 
governing the Commissioners, and ex­
poses the blankness of their willful ig­
norance. it furnishes a lucid statement 
of the truths of Spiritualism and a con­
vincing argument in its support for 
which a great multitude of readers will 
feel spontaneously grateful.

The complete refutation of the Com­
missioners by Mr. Richmond is estab­
lished. •

Now issued in neat pamphlet form, 
containing twenty-eight' pages.

Price 10 cents; ‘3 copies. 25 cents;
7 copies. 50 cents.
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The great number who have been 
cheered and strengthened by him will 
welcome another book by this wise teach­
er whose words of help are doing so much 
to make the world better by making mefi 
and women better able to understand 
and enjoy it. 'Discovery of a Dost 
Trail’ is a simple study of -that strange 
and beautiful thing that we call life, but 
grand in its scholarly-' simplicity. In 
the words of the author. ‘Plain sug­
gestions of confidence, patience, gladness 
and decision often bring us back to the 
trail we have lost through the uncer­
tainty of our own power and freedom.’ ’’

12mo., Cloth; 270 Pages. Price $1.50.,

THE PROOFS
-------OF-------

Life After Death
A TWENTIETH CENTURY SYMPOShlM

A (Ampliation of Letters and Expres­
sions from Distinguished Living Scien­
tists and PhUosophers Throughout the 
World in Answer to the Question: What 
is the Strongest" and Best Reason Known 
to ManTAside from Religious Doctrine) 
for .Believing that Man’s Soul Lives on 
After the Death- of the Body?

. Compiled and Edited By
ROBERT J. THOMPSON,

Officer of the Legion of Honor of France, 
Late Diplomatic Envoy- of the 

United States to France Sec­
retary of the Lafayette 

Memorial Commission,
CHICAGO.

Price, $2.00. Postage, 12 cents.

STUDIES IN THETHOUGHT-WORLD
By Henry Wood.

Contents—Ownership through Idealism; 
The Evolutionary Climb of Man; A Great 
Art Museum; The Vital Energy and Its 
Increase; A Corrected Standpoint in Psy­
chical Research; The Divinity of Nature; 
The Hygiene of the Consciousness; What 
is Man? Our Relations to Environment; 
Divinity and Humanity; Has Mental 
Healing a Valid Scientific and Religious 
Basis? The Unity of Diversity; The Dy­
namics of Mind; Auto-Suggestion and 
Concentration; Human Evolution and the 
“Fall”; Omnipresent Divinity; Mental 
and Physical Chemistry in the Human 
Economy; The Education of Thought; 
The Nature and Uses of Pain; The Sub­
conscious Mind; The. Psychology of 
Crime; The Signs of the Times.

These papers deal with thought educa­
tion, mental science Abd spiritual' evolu- 

-tion in their practical aspects. Their 
restorative forces are explained and ap­
plied to human life. No one can read 
this book without receiving a great men­
tal and spiritual uplift.

Fine English cloth, pp. 269; price $1.25.
Other books by the same author:

IDEA!- SUGGESTION THROUGH MEN- 
TAT. PHOTOGRAPHY. Fine cloth, 
octavo: price, $1.25.

‘EDWARD BURTON (a Novel). Cloth, 
$1.25; paper. 50 cents.

GOD’S IMAGE IN MAN. Cloth, pp. 253; 
price. $1.00.

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF NA­
TURAL LAW. Fine cloth; price, $1.25.

THE HENRY SEYBERT BEQUEST
ANO WHAT HAS BECOME OF IT?

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE SEYBERT 
COMMISSIONERS AND THE LEG­

ATEES OF HENRY SEYBERT.
By Hon. A. B. Richmond.

The article of Mr. A. B Richmond, on 
his published review of the Seybert Com­
missioners’ Report, appeals strongly to 
the deep interest of all readers who have 
a demonstrated knowledge of the com­
munion of spirits excarnate and incar­
nate.

While It penetrates all the. prejudices 
governing the Commissioners, and ex­
poses the blankness of their willful ig­
norance. it furnishes a lucid statement 
of the truths of Spiritualism and a con­
vincing argument in its support for 
which a great multitude of readers will 
feel spontaneously grateful.

The complete refutation of the Com­
missioners by Mr. Richmond is estab­
lished. •

Now issued in neat pamphlet form, 
containing twenty-eight' pages.

Price 10 cents; ‘3 copies. 25 cents;
7 copies. 50 cents.
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Important Books
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A Work of Immense Importance 

FUTURE LIFE
IN THE LIGHT OF ANCIENT WISDOM 

AND MODERN SCIENCE.
By Louis Elbe.

Louis Elbe, in his remarkable book 
"FUTURE LIFE’’ argues that the soul 
appears to be a force, and as in nature 
no force is created and none lost, the 
soul for this very fact must be immortal.

There has from the beginning been 
a groping for credible evidence, and for 
the first time there is furnished in this 
book a summary of the arguments made 
in behalf of a future existence. The 
whole human family is vitally interested 
in this theme, and the book fills a long 
existing need. Clearly printed, Cloth, 
410 pages, $1.20; by mail, $1.30.

ROW TO GET WELL
------- AND-------

BOW TO KEEP WELL
A FAMILY PHYSICIAN AND GUIDE 

TO HEALTH.
By T. A. Bland, M. D., 

President of the Eclectic Medical Society 
of the District of Columbia.

This is a book of great practical value, 
by an author of progressive views, large 
experience as a physician, and a writer 
of great ability and popularity.

“Dear Dr. Bland: Your charming book 
has had something of-interest to me on 
every page, and not only of interest, but 
instruction also. It cannot fail to do 
vast good.

Sincerely,. A. A. MINER, D. D.”
“I endorse it most heartily.”—H. B. 

Storer.
“It is packed full of sensible ideas^— 

Golden. Rule. x •
“SinSe I got Dr. Bland's book I feel 

quite independent of doctors.”—Hon, O. 
M. Kem, M. C. .

"Its health Jeachings are alone worth 
ten times its price.”—W. C. Cooper, M. 
D., Cincinnati.

"It, is hardly possible for Dr. Bland’s 
book to do any harm, and it cannot fail 
of, doing much good. A large class of 
physicians would be less dangerous if 
tied to the teachings of Dr. Bland.”— 
Medical Gleaner.

"Dr. Bland’s books are all good, but 
this is altogether his best.”—Republic, 
Washington, D. C. „

Fine paper, beautiful print, elegant 
and substantial binding.

202 pages, 12mo. Price, $1.00.

Mediums and Healers.

Mrs. Addie E. Brown
Spiritual Medium

Readings daily for business and spirit 
messages.—Parlors 191 St. Botolph St., 
Suite 1, near Massachusetts and Hunt­
ington Aves., formerly of 176 Columbus 
Ave.

ANYONE wishing to know the truth 
concerning the affairs in Earth Life and 
Spirit Communications should consult 
Mrs. L. P. Ware, 590 Columbus Ave., 
Suite 4, Boston, Mass.

An Astonishing Offer
Send three two-cent stamps, lock of 

hair, age, name, sex and one leading 
symptom, and your disease will be 
diagnosed free by spirit power.—Mrs. Dr. 
Dobson Barker, 230 No. Sixth St., San 
Jose, Cal.

MRS. C. SCOTT, Trance and Business 
Medium. Sittings 9 to 4. 216 W. 22d St., 
New York.

DR. J. R. NEWTON still heals the sick 
through Mrs. Newton, at a distance. Ad­
dress, Mrs. J. R. Newton, P. O. Station 1, 
New York City.

CEORCEW. KATES
CHEYNEY, PA.

Astrologer and Lecturer
Astral Reading by Mall, with Chart 

of Nativity, One Dollar and Four Cents.
I must know the Date, Hour and 

Place of your Birth.
Will then give delineation of Character, 

Adaptability, Life Promises and Progno­
sis for the current year, with favorable 
dates.

These delineations help you to achieve 
good results. It Is Important to KNOW 
THYSELF. . . . •

Astrology Is Important for all per­
sons and Invaluable for Children.

Address me as above at any time.

Helen Stuart-Richings
Lecturer and Psyohometrist

gives PSYCHOMETRIC and 

PROPHETIC READINGS
By mail, full; $2.00. Concise, $1.00. Send 
money per draft, express, or P. O. Mon­
ey Order. No attention given to let­
ters unaccompanied by stamp for reply. 
Address No. 319. East High St.. New 
Philadelphia. O.


