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THE “ PUREST BRANCH.”

In  reproducing the photograph of the “Purest 
Branch” so lovingly sent by the m aid-servant of God, 
Fareeza Khanum, to  the friends in  the Occident, 
Ihe following extracts from the “Life and Teachings
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of Abbas Effendi” (A bdul-Baha), by Myron H. 
Phelps, relating  how the “Purest Branch” came to 
his death, will be of interest:

“We were imprisoned in the barracks, without 
any substantial change in  our manner of life, for 
two years. D uring th is time none of us left the 
prison. One evening towards the end of the second 
year, my younger brother came, as was his habit, 
to w rite for his Father. B ut as he was not very 
well, and as others of the family were also ill, the 
Blessed Perfection ( Ba h a ’o’ix a h  ) told him to go 
and come later. So he went up to the flat roof of 
the barracks, where we were accustomed to walk, 
and which was our only recourse for fresh a ir and 
exercise. He was w alking up and down repeating 
Tablets and gazing a t  the sky, when he stumbled, 
lost his balance, and fell through the opening to 
which the ladder from below led up. The room into 
which he fell had a lofty ceiling; i t  was the living- 
room of the family. No one was in the room a t  the 
time, but hearing his cries, some of the fam ily 
rushed in  and found him in a heap on the floor with 
the blood pouring from his mouth.

“We took him up and laid him on his mat. He 
was perfectly conscious. Later the Blessed Perfec
tion came and remained w ith him. The physician 
was sent fo r; he said th a t there was no hope.

“My brother lived for th irty  hours. When he 
was about to  pass away the Blessed Perfection said 
to  him : ‘W hat do you desire? Do you wish to
live, or do you prefer to die? Tell me w hat you 
most wish for.’ My brother replied: ‘I don’t  care 
to live. I  have bu t one wish. I  w ant the believers 
to  be adm itted to see their Lord. If  you will promise 
me this, i t  is all I  ask.’ The Blessed Perfection 
told him th a t i t  would be as he desired.

“The death of th is youngest and favorite child— 
of a very gentle and sweet disposition—nearly broke 
his m other’s heart. We feared for her reason. When 
the Blessed Perfection was told of the condition of 
his wife, he went to her and said: ‘Your son has
been taken by God th a t His people might be free. 
His life was the ransom, and you should rejoi' 
th a t you had a son so dear to give to the Caus 
of God.’ When our mother heard these words sh 
seemed to rally, and after th a t she did not shed 
tear.”
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RECEPTION TO Dr. MOODY IN TEHERAN.

The following le tter has recently been received 
from the maid-servants of God in  Teheran, to  the 
maid-servants in  W ashington, D. 0., and other cities 
of the West, concerning a reception given in  honor 
of Dr. Moody, in the house of the maid-servant, 
Eareeza K hanum :

HE is  GOD.
0  ye sons and daughters of God!

May our lives be a sacrifice to  you! In  th is 
Day the maid-servants of Baha have gathered in  
this house this morning and are engaged in  reading 
the Tablets and discussing sp iritua l m atters w ith 
Dr. Moody. She presented to  us the photograph of 
Mrs. H enrie tta  Clark W agner, which was sent 
for Eareeza Khanum. I t  gave us g reat happiness 
and pleasure when we looked upon it. Those who 
were present in  the meeting kissed i t  many times, 
and i t  was as though th a t sp iritua l sister was 
present among us. We read Tablets and con
versed un til lunch time, and after the lunch the 
girls of the Bahai school chanted for us w ith a 
beautiful' melody the Tablet of the Clarion. We 
missed all of you. A fterward th is m aid-servant of 
Baha and other maid-servants of the Cause of God, 
and some of the rem nants of the m artyrdom s of 
Yazd, served tea. A fter the tea  Dr. Moody sang 
a holy commune. The meeting was overflowing 
w ith joy and fragrance, and this maid-servant read 
one oï the Tablets of Abdul-Baha. About 4:30 p. 
m. the men began to  come, and the grandson of the 
“Beloved of the M artyrs” of Isphahan was present 
and chanted for us a  glorious Tablet w ith a  sweet 
melody.

Some tim e ago I  received a Tablet from his 
highness Abdul-Baha, commanding me to  find some 
photographs of the Purest Branch, and forward them 
to American believers. As th a t photograph was 
very hard to find, i t  was obtained w ith great diffi
culty. I  enclose 19 w ith the name and a short 
description. Please forward each to  the particu lar 
person mentioned and acknowledge receipt. The 
circumstances connected w ith th is photograph are 
these: T hat immediately after the arriva l of Baha’-
o’ix a ii in Acca, the door of meeting was closed to  
all the beloved of God. His highness the Purest 
Branch, the brother of Abdul-Baha, begged m arty r
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dom from the Blessed Perfection so th a t at, the cost 
of the shedding of his blood the door of meeting 
might become open to the servants of God and the 
maid-servants of the Merciful. This supplication 
was accepted and the Purest Branch sacrificed his 
life, as it  is known in history, the result of which 
was the opening of the gates of Acea to. the believ
ers.

We hope th a t the news of America will reach us 
often and th a t you will communicate w ith us reg
ularly . * * *

Upon ye be Baha, and upon everyone who is firm 
and steadfast in the Cause.

(Signed) F areeza.
(This le tter is signed by 10G women and 14 men 

believers.) _________

THE UNITY BAND.

The purpose of “The U nity Band” is to correspond 
w ith the Women’s Assemblies of the Orient. Each 
member follows in rotation w ith a monthly letter 
to one of the Assemblies. As there are twelve As
semblies and twelve members of the U nity Band, 
each Assembly is insured a monthly letter. The 
results of the last year’s work have been most g ra ti
fying to  Abdul-Baha; and in  a letter received by 
one of the members from Mirza Aziolah Khan, of 
Teheran (to whom all letters are addressed), he 
assures her of the great joy and happiness these 
letters bring to these dear sisters of the East, and 
earnestly begs their continuance.

The revised list of our U nity Band, to begin March, 
1910, is as follows:

T eheran— Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingham .
Resi-it—Ur. Pauline Barton-Peeke.
K azvin—Mrs. Ida  A. Finch.
Yazd— Mrs. H enrietta  C. Wagner.
Tabriz—Mrs. M arie L. Botay.
K asi-ia n —Mrs. H arrie t Latimer.
K erm an— Mrs. Louise R. W aite.
H amadan—Miss Elizabeth H. Stewart.
Za n ja n —Mrs. May B. Maxwell.
Masiia d—Mrs. M. Leslie O’Keefe.
E s p iia h a n —Mrs. Claudia S tu a rt Coles.
Sh ira z—Mrs. Emma V. Goodale.
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TABLET BY BAHA’O’LLAH
A tablet by B a h a ’o’jllait to  the Persian Zoro- 

astrian  Bahais. Kevealed in  the purest old Per
sian language, w ithout an Arabic word in  it.*

I n  t h e  N a m e  oe God th e  P e e b e e s s !
Glory is due unto God, the Discoverer, who, 

through one shower of the ocean of H is Gen
erosity, expanded the firmam ent of existence, be
gemmed i t  w ith the s tars of knowledge and sum
moned the people to the most high court of per
ception and understanding!

This shower, which is the Prim al W ord of the 
Almighty, is sometimes called the W ater of Life, 
for it  quickens the dead souls in  the desert of 
ignorance w ith the spring of intelligence. Some
times i t  is called the F irs t Em anation which ap
pears from the Sun of Wisdom, and when i t  began 
to shine the first movement became m anifest and 
known; then phenomena stepped into the arena of 
existence and these appearances were through the 
generosity of the Incomparable, the W ise One. He 
is the Knower, the G iver! He is sanctified and 
holy above every statem ent and a ttr ib u te ! The 
seen and the unseen fa il to  a tta in  the measure of 
His understanding. The world of being and w hat
ever has issued from it bears witness to this 
utterance.

Therefore, it  has become known th a t the F irs t 
Bestowal of the Almighty is the Word. The re
ceiver and acceptor of i t  is the understanding. I t  
is the F irs t Instructor in the University of E xist
ence and i t  is the P rim al Em anation of God. 
W hatever has appeared is through the reflection 
of its  L ight and whatever is manifested is the 
appearance of its  Wisdom. All the names origi
nate in  His Name and the beginnings and endings 
of all affairs are in  H is Hand.

Your le tter came to  th is Captive of the world in 
th is prison. I t  brought happiness and increased 
friendship; i t  renewed the remembrance of the for
mer times. Thanks belong to  the Possessor of the 
universe, who perm itted us to  meet in  the land o f 
Persia. We met, we conversed and we listened. I t

* F irs t tim e published.
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is hoped th a t no forgetfulness shall follow th a t 
meeting, th a t the revolving of the wheel of time 
shall not take away its  remembrance from the heart 
and th a t the p lants of love shall grow out of th a t 
which is sown and become green, verdant and im 
perishable.

You have asked regarding the heavenly Books: 
The pulse of the universe is in  the hand of the 
skillful Physician. He diagnoses the illness and 
wisely prescribes the remedy. Every day has its 
own secret and every tongue a  melody. The illness 
of today has one cure and th a t of tomorrow an
other. Look ye upon this day; consider and dis
cuss its  needs. One sees th a t existence is afflicted 
w ith innumerable diseases compelling i t  to lie upon 
the bed of suffering. Men who are intoxicated w ith 
th e  wine of self-contemplation prevent the wise 
Physician from reaching it. Thus have they made 
themselves and the world to suffer. They know 
not the ailm ent nor recognize the cure. They take 
the wrong for the right, the crooked for the straight, 
the enemy for the friend.

Hearken ye to the melody of th is Prisoner! 
S tand up and proclaim! Perchance those who are 
asleep m ay awaken! Say, 0  ye dead ones! The 
generous H and of the Almighty is passing around 
the W ater of E ternal Life. H asten ye and drink! 
Whosoever becomes alive in  th is day shall never 
die, and whosoever dies in this day can never iind 
Life.

Ye have w ritten regarding the language: Both
Persian and Arabic are good, for th a t which one 
desires to  gain from language is to a tta in  to the 
meanings of the speaker and th is can be accom
plished in both. As in  this day the Sun of W is
dom has appeared and shone forth  from the horizon 
of Persia, the more you respect this language the 
better i t  is.

0  Friend! When the Prim al Word appeared in 
these la tte r  days, a number of the heavenly souls 
heard the Melody of the Beloved and hastened 
tow ard it, while others, finding th a t the deeds of 
some did not correspond w ith their words, were 
prevented from the Splendors of the Sun of Knowl
edge.

Say, O ye sons of earth ! The Pure God proclaims 
th a t  which in th is glorious day shall nurifv vou.
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from the stains of desire and enable you to  a tta in  
to tranquillity  in  My s tra igh t pa th  and My manifest 
road. To be severed from attachm ent means to be 
separated from those things which occasion loss 
and lessen the grandeur of man. If  the people of 
the world should a tta in  to  the Heavenly U tter
ances they would never be prevented from the Ocean 
of Divine Generosity.

The heaven of righteousness has no Star, and 
never shall have one, brighter than  th is. The first 
Utterance of the Wise One is th i s : O ye Sons of
E arth ! T urn from the night of foreignness to  the 
shining of the Sun of U nity. This is th a t which 
shall benefit the  people of the world more than 
aught else.

O Friend! The Tree of the Word has no better 
Blossom and the Ocean of Wisdom shall never have 
a  brighter Pearl than  th is : O ye Sons of In te l
ligence! The th in  eyelid prevents the eye from 
seeing the world and w hat is contained therein. 
Then th ink  of the resu lt when the curtain  of greed 
covers the sight of the heart.

Say, O People! The darkness of greed and envy 
obscures the light of the soul as the cloud prevents 
the penetration of the sun’s rays. Should one lis
ten w ith the ear of intelligence to  th is U tterance, 
he shall spread the wings of freedom and soar w ith 
great joy toward the heaven of understanding.

When the world was environed w ith  darkness, 
the Sea of Generosity was set in motion and Divine 
Illum ination appeared so th a t the deeds were dis
closed. This is the same illum ination which is 
promised in  the heavenly books. Should the Al
mighty desire the hearts of the people of the world, 
He will purify  and sanctify them w ith th e  power 
of the Word, and will pour forth  the L ight of the 
Sun of Unity upon the souls to  regenerate the world.

O People! The word m ust be demonstrated by 
the deed, for the righteous witness of the Word is 
action. The former w ithout the la tte r  shall not 
allay the th irs t of the needy nor open the doors 
of sight to  the blind.

The Heavenly Wise One proclaim eth: A harsh
word is like a sword, bu t gentle speech is like unto 
milk. The children of the world a tta in  to  knowl
edge and better themselves through this. The 
Tongue of Wisdom says: Whosoever possesses Me
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not, has nothing. Pass by whatever exists in this 
world and find Me. 1 am the Sun of Perception 
and the Ocean of Science. I  revive the withered 
ones and quicken the dead. I am th a t  L ight which 
illumines the path  of Insight. I  am  the Falcon of 
the H and of the A lm ighty; I  bear healing in My 
wings and teach the knowledge of soaring to the 
Heaven of T ruth.

The Peerless Beloved say s: The way of freedom
is opened! H asten ye! The Fountain  of KnowT- 
edge is gushing! Drink ye! Say, 0  Friends! The 
Tabernacle of Oneness is raised; look not upon 
each other W'ith the eye of strangeness. Ye are 
a ll the fru its of one tree and the leaves of one 
branch. Truly, 1 say, whatever lessens ignorance 
and increases knowledge, th a t has been, is and 
shall be accepted by the Creator.

Say, 0  People! W alk ye under the shade of the 
Tree of Righteousness; enter ye under the pro
tection of the Tent of Unity. Say, 0  thou Posses
sor of Sight! The past is the m irror of the fu tu re ; 
look and perceive. Perchance, a fter the acquire
m ent of knowledge, ye may know the Friend and 
a tta in  to His good pleasure. Today the best fru it 
of the Tree of Science and Knowledge is th a t which 
benefits m ankind and improves his condition.

Say! the tongue is the witness of My T ru th ; do 
not pollute i t  w ith untruthfulness. The sp irit is 
the treasu ry  of My M ystery; do no t deliver i t  into 
the hand of greed. I t  is hoped th a t in  this Dawn 
the universe shall become illumined w ith the rays 
of the sun of understanding and knowledge, so th a t 
we may a tta in  to the good pleasure of the Beloved 
and drink from the Ocean of Divine Recognition.

0  Friend! As there were few ears to  hear, so 
for some time the Pen has been silent in  its own 
chamber and to such a  degree th a t silence has 
preceded utterance. Say, O People! Words are 
revealed according to capacity, so th a t  the begin
ners may make progress. The m ilk m ust be given 
according to  the measure, so th a t the babe of the 
world may enter into the realm of grandeur and 
be established in the Court of Unity.

O Friend! We have seen the pure ground and 
cast the seed of knowledge. Now i t  depends upon 
the rays of the sun whether i t  burns up or is 
caused to  grow. Saw. today, through the greatness
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of the Peerless, Wise One, the Sun of Knowledge 
has appeared from behind the covering of the Spirit 
and ail the birds of the meadow of oneness are 
intoxicated w ith the wine of Understanding and are 
commemorating the Name of the Beloved. Happy 
is the one who finds this and becomes im mortal.

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Chicago, 
ill., Sept. 8, 1909.)

CONVENTION PROGRAM.
A joint meeting of the House of S p irituality  and 

the local Temple Committee was held a t  the home 
of Mrs. Corinne True, 5338 Kenmore avenue, on 
Tuesday evening, March 8tli, to discuss plans for 
the convention to be held in Chicago during the 
Beast of Kizwan. Several committees were ap^ 
pointed and the following programme arranged:

A pril 23rd, Saturday evening, U nity Feast.

A pril 24tli, Sunday, 10 a. m., meeting in Corinth
ian Hall, Masonic Temple.

A pril 24th, Sunday afternoon, friends and dele
gates w ill v isit the Temple grounds.

A pril 25th, Monday, 10 a. nr., C orinthian Hall, 
convention called to order.

A pril 26th, Tuesday, 10 a. m., Corinthian Hall, 
convention continued.

A pril 26th, Tuesday evening', D rill Hall, Masonic 
Temple, public meeting.

PERSIA.
In  a le tter from the Bahai Assembly a t Mashad, 

Persia, dated October 18, 1909, is the following: 
“The la test news which has happened in these parts, 
is th a t two villages in the Province of Khorassan, 
called H assar and Namag, five sanctified souls were 
martyred, and four of our sp iritua l sisters were as
saulted and wounded, and they have cut off the ears 
of one the believers; while other Bahais have been 
the subjects of persecution, pillage, etc.”
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MONTH 
1st . . . 2nd. . . 3rd... 4th... 5th... 6th... '7th. . . 8th... 9th... 10th... 11th... 12th... 13th... 14th... 15th... 16th... 17th... 18th...

19th. ..

BAHAI CALENDAR.
NAME YEAST DAYS

............B a h a  (S p le n d o r)  .......................M ar. 21
............J a la l  ( G lo r y ) ..................................A p r. 9
............J a m a l  (B e a u ty )  .........................A p r. 28
............A z a m a t (G re a tn e s s )  ................M ay  17
........... N o o r ( L ig h t )  ..............................J u n e  5
............R a h m a t  (M ercy ) .................... J u n e  24
........... K a le m a t  (W o rd s )  .................... J u ly  13
............A s sm a  (N a m e s) ...................... A u g . 1
........... K a m a a l  ( P e r f e c t io n )  .............A ug . 20
........... A z z a tt  (W e a l th )  .......................S ep t. 8
........... M a s h y a t (W ill)  .......................S ep t. 27
........... A im  (S c ie n c e )  ..............................O ct. 16
........... K u d r a t  (P o w e r)  .......................N ov. 4
........... K o u l (S a y in g )  ........................... N ov. 23
........... M a sae l (Q u e s tio n s )  ................Dec. 12
........... S h a ra f  (H o n o r)  .........................D ec. 31
........... S u l ta n  ( S u l ta n )  .........................J a n . 19
........... M a la k  ( R in g )  ..............................F eb . 7
( F o u r  in te r c a la r y  d a y s .)
........... O la (S u b lim ity )  .........................M ar. 2

ALLAHO’ABHA!
The need for a Bahai News Service is apparent to 

those who are in touch w ith the progress of the 
Bahai Movement throughout the Occident. To meet 
th is need this humble publication has stepped forth 
from non-existence into the court of existence. 
W hether it  shall rem ain and grow into a distinct 
departm ent of service in  this Glorious Day, we can
not foretell, knowing th a t “God doeth whatsoever 
He willeth.” I t  is the purpose of those undertak
ing the in itia l step to do all w ithin their power to 
make i t  a success, bu t the co-operation of all is
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needed th a t th is Service may extend unto all. In  a 
word: I t  is your Service and needs your assistance.

I t  is our hope th a t the Bahai News may appear 
every 19 days, bu t if the subscriptions received do 
not w arran t the expense of so doing by covering 
the cost of p rin ting  and postage, i t  w ill appear less 
frequently during the year, according to the means 
a t  hand.

We tru s t the Bahai News will be a messenger of 
peace, in  accord w ith the sp irit of the Cause i t  
hopes to  serve. To th is end its  editors respectfully 
request th a t contributors of news endeavor to  follow 
the Biblical injunction “to be wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves.”

The next issue of the Bahai News will be sent 
out in envelopes bearing only th is inscription: “If
not delivered, re tu rn  to P. 0 . Box 283, Chicago, 111., 
U. ¡i. A.” Any particu lar m ailing instructions to  
be pursued in special cases should be clearly stated 
and will be followed faithfully . Subscribers will 
please read general information outlined in  editorial 
heading, noting th a t all copies to the O rient will be 
mailed as first-class m atter.

THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR.

Through M irza Ahmad Kohrab, to the members of 
the Spiritual Assembly and the maid-servants of 
the Assembly of Teaching. Upon them be Baha’- 
o’-l l a ii-el-Abha  !

HE IS GOD.
0  ye friends and the maid-servants of the M erciful!

If  i t  is your intention to have the general Con
vention in  Chicago on the day of Naurooz, so th a t 
delegates m ight be sent there from everywhere to 
deliberate and discuss m atters pertaining to the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar, to  proclaim the oneness of the 
kingdom of hum anity, to explain the Divine Teach
ings and to elucidate and expound the Exhortations 
of the Blessed Perfection,—it  is better to  open this 
Convention during the Feast of Rizwan; for the 
Feast of Rizwan is greater and more im portant 
and the tem perature a t  th a t tim e mild and balmy.
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Therefore, proclaim ye to all parts  th a t all the 
delegates and friends gather in, Chicago during th a t 
blessed day.

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABH A !
(Signed) A bd u l-Ba h a  A b b a s .

(Translated by M irza Ahmad Sohrab, Feb. 24, 
1910, Washington, D. C.)

In  conformity w ith the above Tablet from Abdul- 
Baha, the Temple Convention is postponed from 
March 21st to A pril 23rd-26th, inclusive, and 
the  Chicago Assembly invites the delegates and 
friends to  celebrate the Feast of Rizwan w ith them 
Saturday evening, A pril 23rd.

Since the T reasurer’s report was published in 
the Bahai Temple Unity’s printed report, the re
m aining four notes from E astern contributions, 
then in bank for collection, have m atured making 
the to ta l E astern contribution $6,312.08.

Also contributions received from America to March 
7th, 1910, $7,011.60.

Another contribution from the E ast of 90£ and 
12 shillings was received the middle of February, 
and is in the bank for collection. Also $10.40 in 
March was received from Constantinople.

The sum of $2,639.94 has been received since 
January  10th, in all.

The following sums paid out :
February 10, Secretary’s supplies.....................$ 20.00
F rin ting  Reports ................................................... 21.00
Taxes on land, 1909-10 ....................................  436.70

$477.70
Cash on hand March 7th, 1910, $4,532.35.

Corinne True.

PERSIAN-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY.
Our beloved translator, Mizra Ahmad Sohrab, is 

ju s t now busily engaged in disseminating data  con
cerning the Persian-American Educational Society. 
The responses to the call for this work, while slow, 
are encouraging. The believers are urged to identify 
themselves with the work, and to assist in the for
mation of local circles. While not known directly 
as a Bahai work, for the sake of greater efficiency 
in Persia, th is is a practical demonstration of the
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sp irit of the teachings, and has the approval of 
Abdul-Baha. The headquarters of the Society is 
1800 Belmont Boad, W ashington, D. C.

Regarding the launching of th is worthy Society, 
the following extract from a le tter w ritten  by Mizra 
Ahmad Sohrab to Mr. Sidney Sprague, Teheran, 
Persia, will be of in terest:

“* * Having attended to all prelim inary details
and being financially strengthened by Mrs. Barney’s 
generous donation, we took the next step of p rin t
ing cards, inviting the friends and public for the 
evening of January  8th, to come and listen to the 
reading of the Statement, Constitution and By-Laws 
prepared by the committee. Then we arranged and 
printed a beautiful program interspersed w ith ad
dresses, songs, piano solos, recitations, etc.

“The night, fortunately, was clear and as blue 
as the Persian turquoise and the many millions of 
stars were shining in yon canopy of God and the 
atmosphere was permeated w ith  conviction in the 
success of our educational cause. N early 300 splen
did men and women assembled in  the great big 
studio; the recently appointed American M inister 
to  Persia, Mr. Charles Russell, w ith  his daughter, 
was there; the Representative of Persia was present, 
and reporters from a ll the W ashington papers were 
also there. The exercises began a t 8:30 and ended 
a t  11:30. The Statement, Constitution and By- 
Laws were read and officially adopted, and the offi
cers elected by -a unanimous vote. The whole 
gathering of friends and visitors responded nobly 
to  the sp irit of the movement and the music, the 
songs, the address, and Mr. H annen’s poetry made 
the people very happy and caused us to realize a 
little  the importance of th a t  memorable and never- 
to-be-forgotten night. * * *

“Next afternoon I  gave a  reception in  honor of 
the newly elected officers in the offices of the So
ciety and many people came. Many kinds of P e r
sian refreshments were served. * * *

“A few days later Mrs. Barney gave a reception 
in  her magnificent studio on behalf of the officers 
of P. A. E. S., in honor of Mr. Russell, the Amer
ican M inister to Persia, and invited about 150 
society people to meet him. I t  was a  b rillian t 
affair.”
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BOSTON.
Boston Assembly meetings, Sunday mornings, a t 

11 o’clock, in  Beckton Hall, 200 H untington avenue.
Miss Fannie Knobloch, of the W ashington, D. C., 

Assembly, spoke a t  the meeting of February 27th, 
and gave an account of her visit to Abdul-Baha. 
There were 32 a t  the meeting and all came nearer 
to  Acca and to  Abdul-Baha through the spiritual 
words of th is m aid-servant of God. In  the evening 
a Feast was held in Salem a t the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John S. Crowley about fifteen miles from Bos
ton. From 30 to 35 were present, many being 
friends who had heard the Message. Miss Knoblock 
told us of the Feast in Acca a t which she was present 
w ith Mrs. Finch and Miss Alma Knobloch. The 
sp irit and power of Abdul-Baha were w ith us, bind
ing our hearts to His heart.

Feasts were held a t the homes of the believers 
each night from February 26 to  March 2, inclusive. 
Miss Marie du Bedat, of New York, is in  Boston 
for a few weeks and is in attendance a t  the meet
ings.

An article entitled “A New Economic Movement 
and Young Persia,” which takes up the application 
of the laws of B ai-ia ’o’llai-i , in  so fa r as they have 
been revealed, to the social and economic life of 
Persia, was published in Boston in the Twentieth 
Century Magazine, February number.

Harlan F. Ober.

BUFFALO.
The Buffalo Assembly holds meetings every Sun

day and Thursday evening a t 494 Elwood avenue. 
An informal study class is forming a t 395 Ellicott 
Square on F riday evenings.

CHICAGO.
The Chicago Assembly is fo rtunate in having such 

an able student and lecturer in  Mr. H enry Clayton 
Thompson, to  address its  regular Sunday morning 
meetings a t  Corinthian H all, Masonic Temple. Many 
seekers are being attracted , and the effect of his 
work will be far-reaching.

The Vaheed Choral Society has resumed its re
hearsals and is working upon the programme music 
for the coming U nity Temple Convention to  be held
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in  Chicago, A pril 24th. On Wednesday evening, 
February 16th, a  concert was given under the 
auspices of the Society and a goodly sum was real
ized for the benefit of the Bahai Temple Fund. An 
excellent programme was given by a rtis ts  of note 
and their generous services were deeply appreciated.

The L ibrarian  of the H. of S. reports having re
ceived copies of fourteen Tablets for preservation in 
its  archives during the past month.

The Woman’s Assembly of Teaching held its  reg
u la r 19-day Tea on March 4th, a t the home of the 
Chairman of Organization, Mrs. Louise R. W aite, 
5217 W inthrop avenue. A programme was prepared 
bearing upon the subject of “Prayer and Fasting.” 
its  outward and inward significance. The work of 
the Assembly is spreading and in teresting  reports 
have been received of fa ith fu l service rendered. 
P rin ted  by-laws, adopted by the Chicago Woman’s 
Assembly of Teaching, are being sent out, not as a 
standard of adoption, bu t ra ther th a t other As
semblies m ight be cognizant of the laws and rules 
regulating its Assembly; also the form of annual 
election. Since organization, th is Assembly has 
found greater harm ony and results in  individual 
labor, and perfect system and order in its  work, and 
these by-laws aTe sent out merely as a  suggestion 
which others might desire to  adopt.

CINCINNATI.
The Bahai work in Cincinnati has been very active 

th is past w inter and the Revelation has been pre
sented to many. Two regular meetings are held 
each week: Wednesday evening, 8 o’clock, a t room
514 Odd Fellows’ Temple, for teaching and investiga
tion; and sp iritua l meeting, Sunday, 3 o’clock, a t 
2226 St. Jam es avenue.

Annie L, Parmerton.

DENVER.
Our four weekly gatherings are showing the fru its  

of Oneness in the lives of the seekers after the 
knowledge of the Revelation, and our ranks are being 
substantially strengthened through the acquisition of 
tested, sincere believers.

M rp  A . M  T in ia n  t
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HONOLULU.
Mr. Charles Mason Remey and Mr. Howard C. 

Struven, who are tak ing  a tr ip  around the world, 
found a very warm welcome aw aiting them when 
they reached Honolulu and spent three weeks w ith 
the Bahai friends there. On the day of their arrival 
forty-one persons gathered a t  the home of one of 
the friends to hear them speak on the subject of 
the Revelation of B a h a ’o’ll a h , and during the three 
weeks they gave the Message in eight homes, in ad
dition to a public meeting a t  the Young Hotel, 
where about eighty persons were present and th a t 
was followed by a meeting a t the A rt League to those 
interested. We quote from a letter w ritten  by one 
of our Bahai sisters in Honolulu: “Mr. Remey and
Mr. Struven were entertained, during their visit, in 
the best of our homes, and many words of praise 
of them were spoken. The whole atmosphere seemed 
to  breathe peace and joy and love. God has tru ly  
been w ith them and we have been greatly  blessed.”

KENOSHA.
The Kenosha Assembly has its own hall and all 

functions of the Assembly are carried on in this 
central place of meeting.

A Sunday school for children is held preceding the 
regular weekly service of the Assembly. On Tuesday 
evening the Board of Council meets to act upon all 
m atters brought before th a t body; and on Thursday 
evening a class is held for the study of the Book 
of Ighan.

The industria l school for girls, which meets on 
Saturday afternoon, has now 125 enrolled, taxing 
the capacity of the hall. This school has been in 
operation three years and is the most successful of 
its  kind in  Kenosha.

We are glad to hear from the friends, and com
munications sent to  the secretary, Mr. Fountain 
Nichols, 314 Valentine street, will be brought to 
the attention  of all. Bernard M. Jacobsen.

LOS ANGELES.
There is little  of news from Los Angeles. The 

hearts of the believers are warm and joyful in  the 
Faith . Several of the friends are “old tim ers,” those 
who learned and loved the Bahai Revelation in  the
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“early days” in  Chicago. Through all change and 
stress their fa ith  has never been shaken, the ir love 
never waned. There is a  strength, a  certainty, an 
authority , an assurance in the Bahai Word, which 
gives satisfaction. I t  is exalted above all other 
teachings to  such a  degree tha t, when once really 
tasted, there is no appetite for any other thing.

Weekly group meetings are held in Los Angeles, 
Pasadena and Tropico, a t the homes, respectively, of 
Mrs. Phillips, Miss Hammond, and Mr. and Mrs. 
W interburn. A general public meeting is held once 
a month in a hall in the city, to which the friends 
gather from their several localities w ithin a radius 
of twenty miles. Los Angeles is in the same latitude 
as Aeca, and we tu rn  our hearts and faces directly 
to the East, to  the Center of the Covenant, the 
shining Orb of guidance. Thus E ast and West are 
united in love and praise, communion and service.

Thahbet.

NEW  YORK CITY.
The annual election of the Board of Council re

cently took place. Those elected to serve for the 
ensuing year were: Messrs. Mills, Kinney, Brit-
tingham, Wilhelm, (ffm .) Dodge, Baker, M arshall, 
Woodcock and Mirza Raffle.

A Woman’s Board, to serve in conjunction with 
the Men’s Board, was elected a t the same time. The 
members are: Mesdames Hahn, Magee, Ford, Beede,
(A. P .) Dodge, B rittingham ; Misses Phillips, Boy- 
lan and Bingham.

Delegates and alternates to a ttend the Masliralc- 
el-Azkar Unity Convention in Chicago, A pril 23-26, 
1910, are Mr. M ountfort Mills, Mr. Percy Wood
cock; Miss Annie T. Boylan, Mrs. M ary H. Ford.

Weekly Bahai meetings held on Sunday mornings 
in  Genealogical Hall, 226 W est 58th street, and on 
Sunday evenings in the studio of Mr. Edward B. 
Kinney, 257 West 86th street, are growing in  spir
itu a l beauty and in  the size of their audiences. 
Other homes and studios through the week are also 
holding group meetings.

The “ Woman’s U nity” for teaching has nearly 
sixty members enrolled and is increasing in  its 
activities.
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The Mashrak-el-Azkar, surrounding which are His 
wondrous promises, is ever upon our hearts.

Isabella D. Brittingham .
Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, on a recent business trip , 

visited Assemblies in Ohio, Pennsylvania and W ash
ington, D. 0.

Mr. Ralph A. Osborne, of Brooklyn, recently visited 
the Chicago Assembly on his way to  Minneapolis.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
The Bahai Assembly of W ashington, D. C., holds 

its  meetings on F riday evenings a t 8 o’clock, a t 
the Gareissen Studio, 1219 Connecticut avenue, N. 
W. This Studio, which has been our headquar
te rs since December 1, 1909, is well located and 
commodious, having a  seating capacity of about 
200. The weekly meetings are well attended, and 
in terest is growing constantly. In  addition to  the 
F riday meetings, there is a  Sunday school, w ith 
classes for children and an adu lt department, which 
meets a t  11:15 Sunday mornings, for the study of 
bible prophecies and of the Ishrakat, Tarazat, 
T ajalleyat and Tablet of Paradise. The Unity 
Feasts are observed on the appointed dates, gen
erally a t the Studio, the rental of which covers 
a ll of these meetings. These la tte r  gatherings have 
proven to  be most helpful in  the spread of the 
Teachings, through the sp irit of love and unity  
which is noticeable there and a ttrac ts the seekers 
as seemingly nothing else can.

We are fortunate in having splendid music a t 
many of our meetings, through the courtesy of Mr. 
A rthur D. Mayo, who is musical director in one of 
our largest churches, and who frequently brings his 
soloists and other singers of reputation, all of 
whom are a ttrac ted  to the Cause and gladly give 
their services, in  the m ajority  of instances asking 
for the privilege of coming again and again.

On the evening of March 6th, an im portant 
gathering assembled a t  the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hannen, representing the joining in  one meeting 
of the white and the colored Bahais' and friends of 
th is city. Considerable work is being done among 
the la tte r, and a regular weekly meeting is held 
a t  the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dyer, 1937 13th street,

, N. W., on Wednesdays. In  February of last year, 
Abdui-Baha commanded th a t to  prove the validity



B A H A I  N E W S 19

of our Teachings and as a means of removing 
existing prejudices between the races, a  Spiritual 
Assembly or meeting be held, preferably a t the 
home of one of the white Bahais, in  which botli 
races should join. This is the first meeting of th a t 
character, and is to be repeated monthly. There 
were present about 35 persons, one-third of whom 
were colored, and nearly all believers. I t  is also 
planned th a t every fourth Unity Feast, beginning 
A pril 9, should be held in such manner th a t both 
races can join. This is a radical step in this
section of the country, and is in  reality  making
history.

Madame Jackson, of Paris, is visiting in Wash
ington for a few weeks, and has been welcomed a t 
several recent meetings.

I t  has been our pleasure to hear Messrs. Mac- 
N u tt and H arris during the year, and on Friday,
March 11, Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, of New York, was
w ith us. These visits from our eloquent teachers 
and workers, including the joy of meeting Miss 
Ju lie t Thompson earlier in the season, have been 
rare occasions of sp iritua l uplift.

Dr. Getsinger is now in Worcester, Mass. Mrs. 
Getsinger, who has completed another visit to Acca, 
is expected to re tu rn  about the 10th of March. 
Dr. Farced is returning w ith her.

The Bahai Hospice is a t  214 B street, S. E., where 
Mr. W. P. Ripley dispenses hospitality  to the 
visiting friends. All intending visitors to this city 
should bear this fact in  mind.

Jos. H. Hannen.

A letter was received March 9th by Mrs. Corinne 
True of Chicago, from Mr. C. M. Remey, dated Ran
goon, Burmah, February 7, 1910, in which he said: 
“Since being here in Rangoon we have scarcely had 
time in  which to sleep, so numerous have been our 
callers, the T ruth  seekers.” Also he said if they 
had no delays they would probably be in Port Said, 
Egypt, A pril 1st, and from there go to Acca.

Mr. Edwin Woodcock, of Moline, 111., is spending 
the month in  Cuba.
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The Mysterious Forces 
of Civilization

A new book of Bahai teaching printed in 
London, England, copies of which may now be 
had of Bahai Publishing Society, Chicago.

The publishers’ advertisement of the book is as 
follows:

This very remarkable book was written some 
thirty years ago by Abdul-Baha, the present 
revered Bahai leader, and there is little doubt 
that it was no insignificant factor in preparing 
his compatriots for the present constitutional 
regime.

It contains an exposition of his philosophy, 
indispensable to every serious student of the 
Bahai movement.

The translation is the work of Mr. Johanna 
Dawud, who has endeavored to convey to the 
reader, not only the deep spiritual significance 
of the master’s teaching, but to retain, as near
ly as the difference of idiom allows, the wealth 
of Oriental imagery and metaphor which forms 
so striking a feature of the original.

Bound in Cloth, postpaid, $1.00

B A H A I P U B L IS H IN G  S O C IE T Y
P. O. Box 283 

C H I C A G O ,  I L L .
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T H E  OUTLOOK IN  JAPAN.

E xtra c t from  a le tter w ritten  try Mr. Charles 
Mason liem ey , dated on hoard N . L . S. 8. Billow, 
betw een Shanghai and Singapore, Jan. 14, 1910, to 
th e  H ouse of S p ir itua lity , Chicago, III.:

In  Jap an  the sp iritu a l field of w ork is ready for 
th e  laborers. The Japanese need relig ion and, 
un like m ost people, they  realize th is  need and are  
searching. In  Japan  there  is no antagonism —none 
w hatever. Even the B uddh ist p riests  hail w itbt 
joy the com ing of ano ther M essenger of P eace- 
They are  all 'aw a itin g  the com ing of th e  M essage- 
The Japanese, like the B ahais, accept, th e  C hrist 
S p ir it bu t no t the creed and dogm atism  of the 
churches. The people who can be reached in  Japan  
a re  no t uneducated, b u t th e  firs t m en of th e  coun
try . W ith  us in  the W est i t  is th e  people of sm all 
im portance in  the w orld’s eye who are  seeking 
T ru th , w hereas in  Japan  th e  nobility  and th e  chief 
th in k e rs  of the country  a re  considering the sp irit
ual question, for i t  has been clearly  proved in  Japan  
th a t  m an cannot live by eth ics alone. Thousands 
of B ahai teachers are  needed in  Japan! Only 
yesterday  I was read ing  the  life  of S a in t F ranco is 
X avier, the first C hris tian  m issionary  to Japan , 
and  of h is tr ia ls  and hard sh ip s and of the g rea t 
f ru its  of h is work, and w ith  all m y soul I  p rayed 
th a t  God would now ra ise  up B ahais to go to  th a t  
sam e coun try  and proclaim  the K ingdom  estab
lished! C annot you, as a body, take some action 
in  th is  m a tte r  and m ake th e  w ay for several Ba
ha is  to go to the field of w ork in  Japan? * * * A 
w illing  A m erican w ould have no difficulty in  m ak
ing  a good liv ing  in  C hina or Japan , and ,1 tru s t 
th a t  soon some of our B ahais m ay come out as 
teachers. W hoever comes- in  th is  Cause m ust be 
well p repared so fa r as teach ing  is concerned;
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■should be a person or persons of education and 
cultu re , for they  w ill be obliged to w ork am ongst 
people of m uch cu ltu re  and wisdom. In  both 
■China and Japan  the upper classes' m ust first be 
reached. W hen a few of these are  reached, the 
m ass of the  people w ill come w ith  bu t litt le  effort.

L E T T E R  FROM MR. REMEY.
R angoon, B u k m a h , F eb ruary  4, 1910.

To th e  B ahai Assem bly of
W ashington, D. C., U. S. A.

Dear B a h a i F r ie n d s :—Since w ritin g  you la s t 
from  H onolulu, our B ahai b rother, H ow ard Stru- 
ven, and  I, have a tta ined  to th is  po in t on our line 
of travel, hav ing  v isited  Japan , and  some of the 
Chinese ports, as well as Singapore, on our w ay 
here  to Rangoon.

We arrived  here about ten  days ago; the in te r
vening tim e has sped past very quickly. B eing 
quarte red  in  th e  M ashrak-el-Azkar, we are  receiv
ing  believers and tru th-seekers from  a very  early  
to a very  la te  hour. Many a re  com ing to inquire  
about the Teachings, C hristians, Jew s, Zoroas- 
tr ian s, Moslems, B uddhists and B rahm ans or H in 
doos. We find th a t  the general know ledge w hich 
we had  of these latter-m ention'ed relig ions is very 
scanty, so we have been studying  and p reparing  
ourselves to m eet the questions of th e  people of 
these d ivers creeds. T his to  the B ahai is no t so 
difficult a  ta sk  as one m ig h t a t first im agine, as 
in  th e ir  p u rity  each of these relig ions of the world 
w as of divine origin, so now th a t  th e  B ahais have 
th e  sp iritu a l unders tand ing  or key to all religions, 
th e y  a re  all explained from  one sp iritu a l s tand 
point. The one sp iritua l explanation  satisfies the 
seeking soul from  w hatever religion he m ay come. 
T hus do we see th e  power and the sp iritu a l po
tency of the  T ru th .

In  Jap an  we spen t six  days w ith  Prof. M. Bara- 
k a tu llah , in  Tokyo, w here he  had  gathered  quite a 
group of tru th -seekers from  both th e  foreigners 
liv ing  in  Tokyo as well as from  the  Japanese peo
ple. Enclosed I send you a copy of a  notice in  
Japanese w hich w as circulated , in v iting  people to 
a large B ahai M eeting held  in  th e  Y. M. C. A. 
A uditorium  in  Tokyo. W e had  a w ell-attended



B A H A I  N E W S 3

m eeting, w hich im m ediately placed us in  touch 
w ith  a g rea t m any people. O ther m eetings were 
held and we m et m any personally , so th a t  the tim e 
in  Tokyo passed rapidly . A fter v is itin g  Yoka- 
homa, Kobe, K yato and  N agasaki, we passed over 
in to  China, w here in Shanghai we m et w ith a m ost 
devoted B ahai b ro ther from  P e rs ia  who lives there, 
M irza Abdul B adhi—M irza A hm ad know s him. 
Though our v is it in  S hanghai was no t long, we 
m et several people who w ere deeply in  sym pathy 
w ith  our work. We could have rem ained there  
indefinitely  and had p len ty  of w ork to do in the 
Cause, bu t we fe lt th a t  we should be pressing  on 
here  w here th e  call is m ore u rgent, and besides we 
w ish to  complete our tou r of Ind ia  before th e  ex
cessive h ea t sets in, for du ring  th e  cool w eather 
now on we have th e  best opportun ity  to m eet 
people.

Of the  w ork here  in  B urm ah I w ill w rite  la te r 
on in  a  general le tte r. Now I w ill m ake a brief 
m ention of the w ork in  Japan . T here th e  field is 
ready, and w hat is m ost encouraging is th a t  the 
th in k ers  and leaders of Jap am rea liz e  th is. Many 
a re  looking about for a religion suited  to the  needs 
of the Japanese people. Now is, I feel, th e  tim e for 
the B ahais to d irec t th e ir  energies tow ard  Japan.

A m erican B ahais a re  needed in  Japan . I f  all of 
the people w ill c a rry  th is  in  th e ir  m inds, someone 
m ay h ea r and respond to th is  call from  th e  fa r 
E ast. T eachers a re  needed also in  China, p artic 
u la rly  in  Shanghai, fo r th e re  the Cause is some
w hat known, and a  good beginning could easily  
be accomplished.

In  these E aste rn  countries th ere  a re  excellent 
business opportunities open to  young men. Several 
energetic  young B ahai b ro thers  from  A m erica 
could do a  g rea t w ork in  Japan , C hina o r here, 
and  a t the sam e tim e be estab lish ing  them selves 
and  doing well in  business.

I t r u s t  the tim e m ay soon come w hen B ahai 
w orkers from  th e  W est m ay come to these fields, 
for th e ir  services are  needed.

P lease extend our B ahai g ree ting  from  both  to 
all. The friends here  jo in  us.

Y ours in  H is Holy Cause,
Charles Mason Remey.
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T H E  CONVENTION.
PROGRAM.

A pril 23rd, Saturday evening, U nity Feast.
A pril 24th, Sunday, 10 a. m., meeting in  Corinth

ian  H ail, Masonic Temple.
A pril 24th, Sunday afternoon, friends and dele

gates w ill v is it the Temple grounds.
A pril 25th, Monday, 10 a. m., Corinthian Hall, 

convention called to order.
A pril 26th, Tuesday, 10 a. m., Corinthian Hall, 

convention continued.
A pril 26th, Tuesday evening, D rill Hall, Masonic 

Temple, public meeting.

DELEGATES.

Mr. B ernard  M. Jacobsen, K enosha, Wis.
Mr. M agnus Paulson, Racine, Wis.
Mr. R ussell L. Brooker, A kron, Ohio.
Mr. John  Deremo, F ru itp o rt, Mich.
Mr. W illiam  H oar, Fanwood, N. J.
Mr. John  A. F inch , Seattle, W ash.
Mr. A lbert H. H all, M inneapolis, Minn.
Mr. C harles H arg is, Genoa Jc., W is.
Mr. B yron S. Lane, Bangor, Mich.
Miss M argaret Thompson, G rand R apids, Mich. 
Miss E lla  C. Quant, Johnston  Navy-Yard and 

Vicinity.
Miss L elia  Sheuy, Oakland, Cal.
Miss F lorence Clapp, B altim ore, Md. (P robab ly ). 
Mrs. A. M. B ryan t, Denver, Colo.
Mrs. A nnie L. Parm erton , C incinnati, O.
Mrs. E rn es t Kelley, U rbana, 111.
Mrs. C harles L. Lincoln, B rooklyn, N. Y.
Mrs. C harlo tte  M orton, Milwaukee, Wis.
Mrs. Corinne True, Chicago, 111.
Mr. A rth u r S. Agnew, Chicago, III.
Mr. M ountford Mills, New Y ork City, N. Y. 
Miss A nnie T. Boylan, New Y ork City, N. Y. 
Mr. Roy C. W ilhelm  (A lte rna te ), Ithaca , N. Y. 
Mrs. Isabella D. B rittin g h am  (A lte rn a te ), P h ila 

delphia, Pa.
W ashington, D. C.; Boston, M ass.; Portland , 

Oregon; Muskegon, Mich.; Los Angeles, Cal.; San
dusky, Ohio; no t y e t reported.

B ernard M. Jacobsen.
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T H E  MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR.
Since la s t issue th e  friends from  m any parts  

have rem em bered 'the  M ashrak-el-Azkar. One g ift 
of special im portance is a  contribu tion  from  th e  
friends of Paris , P rance, because i t  comes to us 
from  them  a t a tim e w hen they  have passed th rough  
d ire  calam ities—th e  g rea t flood.

The contribu tion  from  th e  H onolulu Assem bly 
comes w ith  such a spark le  th a t we m ust quote 
from  Mrs. Coombs’ le tte r, as th e ir  secre ta ry . “Hop
ing  th a t  all offerings are  sen t w ith  as m uch love 
and as w illing  h ea rts  as ours.”

The financial secre tary  is  m ost happy to rep o rt 
th a t  over six ty  tow ns or c ities of A m erica are  con
tr ib u tin g  to the g rea t M ashrak-el-Azkar work.

The follow ing countries have sen t con tribu tions 
since la s t Convention: Canada, Mexico, E ngland,
P rance, G erm any, T urkey  in Europe, R ussia, P e r
sia, Ind ia , S y ria  and  Egypt.

Abdul-Baha said  to Mr. M ountfort Mills of New 
Y ork City, th a t  h e  was m ost pleased and satisfied 
w ith  la s t y ear’s Convention and  assu red  u s  th a t  
th e  fu tu re  would see m any more, constan tly  in 
creasing  in  a ttendance and b rin g in g  together repre
sen ta tives from  all p a rts  of th e  world. H e said  
th a t  these gatherings w ould be to the sp iritu a l 
body of the w orld w hat the in ru sh  of th e  sp ir it  is 
to the physical body of m an, quickening it  to its  
u tm ost p a rts  and in fu sing  a new  lig h t and power.

Gorinne True.
BOSTON.

The m eetings continue to draw  m ore and m ore 
seekers for the T ru th , and all rem ark  the grow ing 
firm ness and steadfastness of th e  Assembly and i ts  
pow er of a ttrac tion . I t  is our joy to  be able to  
reach g rea te r and g rea te r num bers w ith  th e  news 
of the glad tidings.

Since Nov. 7, a ll the  regu la r m eetings have been 
held in  Beckton H all—and from  th e  beginning 
th e re  has been a  sm all bu t steady  increase in  num 
bers. E very  Sunday from  one to five seekers come 
and receive th e  Message—-some a t  the  request of 
B ahais—others th rough  th e  notices of m eetings 
placed in  th ree  of the new spapers. E very  m eeting
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is add ing  to  th e  un ity , streng th , steadfastness and 
loye of the believers and to th e  a ttrac tiv e  power of 
th e  Assembly. We a re  s triv in g  to realize the won
derfu l g ifts and prom ises of Abdul-Baha.

A t a  recen t m eeting  of th e  Boston Assem bly the 
follow ing m em bers w ere elected to the B oard: 
M essrs. Ober and O sburg; M esdames Breed, Camp
bell, Goddard, Hoes and Sprague; Misses Culver 
and  R obarts.

The N aurooz F eas t held a t  th e  hall M arch 21st 
w as a ttended  by tw enty-seven people. The sp irit 
w as strong  and i t  was a  cause of joy and confirm a
tion  for all.

H arlan F. 01>er.

BUFFALO.
The Buffalo Assembly holds meetings every Sun

day and Thursday evening a t 494 Elwood avenue.

CHICAGO.
The prepara tions for th e  com ing convention are 

now being crystalized, and  v is iting  friends m ay be 
assu red  of a h ea rty  welcome.

Miss F lorence Clapp, form erly  of Leom inster, 
Mass., has moved to Chicago and is one w ith  th e  
Assembly.

The U nity  F eas t of A pril 9th w ill be held  a t the 
hom e of Mrs. Corinne True.

Mrs. A line Devin of E lio t, Maine, v isited  us 
several Sundays in  March.

Miss Levy, of New Y ork City, was w ith  us 
A pril 3d.

The 19-day Tea of th e  W om an’s Assem bly of 
Teaching, w as held on M arch 23rd a t the home of 
Mrs. George Lesch, the subject for th e  day being 
th e  F eas t of N aurooz or B ahai New Year. Among 
those p resen t from  out of tow n w ere Mrs. H enry
L. Goodale, and Mrs. Peckm an, both of Kenosha.

The F eas t of N aurooz w as celebrated a t  the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Foster, 3502 Lake 
Ave., on the  evening of M arch 21st. A fter a 
sp iritu a l feast, re freshm en ts w ere served and the 
friends m et socially.
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LOS ANGELES.
An inform al o rganization  has been effected of 

th e  B ahai Assem bly of Los Angeles, including be
lievers in  th e  city  of Los Angeles, Tropico, Glen
dale, L ong Beach, S an ta  M onica, Ocean P a rk  and  
Pasadena. The E xecutive Board is com prised of 
five m em bers: Mr. C harles F . H aney, Mr. T horn ton  
Chase, Mrs. H en rie tta  C lark  W agner, Mrs. N ellie 
Ph illip s and  Mrs. R osa V. W in terburn—w ith  th e  
w riter, Mr. P . B. Beckett, as Secretary . In  th e  
fu ture , to assure  prom pt receipt, all com m unica
tions to th is  Assembly, as well as all m a tte r fo r 
d is tribu tion  am ong th e  believers in  th is  p a r t  of th e  
country, should be addressed to the  Secretary , 
429 C itizens N ational B ank  B uilding, Los Angeles, 
C alifornia.

The Los Angeles B ahai Assem bly was organized 
w ith  th ir ty  believers, who signified th e ir  belief in  
w riting . T here a re  as m any m ore who a re  in  fa c t 
believers in  the R evelation of Ba h a ’o’ll a h  b u t who 
do no t w ish yet to connect them selves definitely 
w ith  any organization , no m a tte r how inform al i t  
m ay be, beside a la rge  num ber of people who seem 
deeply in terested . M eetings a re  held on T hursday  
afternoons in  Pasadena, Tuesday afternoons and 
F rid ay  evenings in  th e  city  of L os Angeles, and 
F rid ay  afternoons and Sunday evenings in  Tropico; 
also, once a m onth, on Sunday afternoon, a  m eet
ing  is held in  a down-town hall in th e  city. A t 
th is  la t te r  m eeting  th e  attendance  h as been from  
fo rty  to fifty people and  a  deep in te re s t is show n 
in  the Revelation.

P . B. Beckett,
SEATTLE.

The Cause in  Seattle  is firm  and  stead fast. Week
ly m eetings are  held every Sunday afternoon a t th e  
residence of Mr. and Mrs. John  A. P inch , and upon 
th e  occasion of com ing v is ito rs, who speak to us, 
they  are  held a t  various places in th e  city.

D uring  th e  past m onth we have listened  to able 
ta lk s  by Mr. T hornton Chase, who was w ith  us fo r 
several days. H is ta lk s  w ere strong  and  eloquent 
and  reached th e  ears of in terested  listeners.

D. D. Babcock.
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MONTH NAME FEAST DAYS
1 s t ___ ................ B a h a  (S p le n d o r)  . . . . 21
2 n d . . .  . , 9
3 r d ......... 28
4 t h ......... 17
5 t h ......... 5
6 t h ......... .................R a h m a t  (M ercy ) . . . 24
7 t h ......... ..............K a le m a t  (W o rd s )  . . . ........... J u ly 13
8 t h ......... ..............A ssm a  (N a m e s)  . . . . . 1
9 t h ......... ..............K a m a a l (P e r f e c t io n ) 20

10 t h ......... ..............A z z a tt  ( W e a l th )  .......... ......... S ep t. 8
1 1 th ......... 27
1 2 th ......... ..............A im  (S c ie n c e )  ............... 16
1 3 th ......... 4
1 4 th ......... 23
1 5 th ......... ..............M a sa e l (Q u e s tio n s )  . 12
1 6 th ......... 31
1 7 th ......... 19
1 8 th ......... 7

( P o u r  in te r c a la r y  d a y s .)
1 9 t h . . .  • . 2

ALLAHO’ABHA!
T he B ahai News Service believes all w ill be 

delighted  to know th a t a large num ber of sub
scrip tions have already  been received from  all 
p a rts  of Am erica, and th a t expressions of good w ill 
and  h earty  endorsem ent are  received in  every mail.

Com m encing w ith  th is issue a lim ited  num ber of 
copies w ill be p rin ted  over and above w hat is 
necessary  to cover th e  subscrip tion  list. Because 
of th is  we would advise those who desire to have 
a  complete file to subscribe a t  once.
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L E T T E R S FROM DR. MOODY.
T eh e r a n , P ee sia , Jan . 11, 1910. 

Dearest E v a :— * * * Please redeem  a prom ise I 
have made to  the s iste rs here  th a t  th e ir  photo 
should he copied and spread in  America. I  th in k
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I m entioned th a t  th is  is an  im p o rtan t event in 
th e ir  lives; they  have th row n down one rule, for 
once, th a t is, to  show th e ir  faces to  th e  w orld. I 
cannot describe to  you how they  are  deprived. 
A gain today I was in a  home—the w ife’s m other  
was closely veiled because the husband’s young 
b ro th er w as in the room ; and la te r  a ll th e  women 
le ft th e  room  because two m en friends of the fam 
ily  w ere coming. I could stay  and enjoy hearing  
th e  new'comers tell of a  recen t tr ip  to R ussia, etc. 
On leaving I w ent to say  good bye to the women— 
th e ir  room s are  in  an  en tire ly  separa te  court, as 
if in  ano ther house. A m an serv an t passed ju s t 
as I ra ised  the heavy cu rta in  to leave, and all the 
women scream ed and pulled down th e ir  veils, or 
drew  the “chadu r” up over th e ir  m outh and nose. 
The husband we m et in  P aris  and since being on 
the con tinen t he is anxious to help free th e  women 
from  th e ir  d reary  life.

The hosp ita l business is now arranged  and a fter 
th is  w eek I am  to be there  w ith  th e  o ther doctors 
in  the afternoons.

I m et another, a  non-Bahai doctor, th is  m orning, 
and he asked me to ass is t h im  in  an operation 
la ter. I liked h im  and hope to establish  p leasant 
re la tions w ith  them  all. A son of one of th e  four 
“H ands of the  Cause” (Jen ab i A dub), whose nam e 
is M irza Ali, s ta r ts  for M arseilles in  two days. 
H e goes to learn  th e  business of cu ring  leather. 
A t p resen t a ll h ides are  exported fo r cu ring  and 
re tu rned  a t  enorm ous cost. The progressive steps 
m ean m uch here, and i t  is the B ahai who has the 
courage to go fo rth  w ith  assurance of success.

Love to all,
Susan I. Moody.

E xtra c t from  a letter, dated Teheran, Persia, 
February  13, 1910:

Today we were invited  for lunch to the  home of 
M irza Ghavam  A ltojar. We had been told th a t it  
w as a m a tte r  of im portance. F irs t, I w an t to say 
th a t the home was a B ahai home very  near the 
city  w all, in  a good p a rt of town. The s tree ts  in 
some places w ere shaded by cypress trees and the 
garden  of th is  house has m any ta ll sycam ores. The 
in te rio r was rich  in  beautifu l rugs and the d inner
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w as served in  E uropean  sty le—table  and chairs. 
Our host po rp o sed 'th a t land  fo r a  M ashrak-el-Azker 
in. T eheran  he secured a t  once. H ave you ever 
seen a  m atch  touched to a  bundle  of d ry  straw ? 
Well, i t  took these noble m en about th a t  long to 
g rasp  th e  situa tion , g e t over th e ir  firs t surprise, 
appoin t a com m ittee of n ine and se t a  date to see 
th e  piece of land  proposed by our host. * * * I t  
m akes one hold h is  b rea th  to see the fa ith  of these 
g rand  old teachers and th e ir  fearlessness in  going 
forw ard. T he constitu tion  is rea lly  m aking  them  
able to  ac t like  free  men. They are, a t  th e  same 
tim e, careful not to  arouse public prejudice w hich 
is stro n g  still. * * * Yet one m ore piece of new s: 
T he g irls ’ school is assured. T hey w ill s ta r t  w ith  
accom odations for fifty pupils, and  they  th in k  as 
the g irls  a re  no t yet educated in P ers ian  th a t  they 
should no t ask  to have an  E ng lish  teacher sen t ju s t 
yet, b u t w a it a  few m onths and see how m any w ill 
then  w ant to  take  up E nglish . T here are  a few who 
have been in  th e  A m erican school and can ta lk  
very  well. P lease te ll any  who w an t to help th a t 
i t  w ill take only $1.50 per m onth  to educate a girl. 
T here are  m any here  too poor to pay and th is  is 
th e  w ay to help lif t  P e rs ia  from  her o therw ise 
hopeless condition. Do m ake a  strong  po in t of th is  
to  all th e  friends and help  the brave B ahais here. 
T h in k  of i t—since we a rrived  they  have s ta rted  a 
hospital, a  g ir l’s school and a M ashrak-el-Azkar! 
Gome over and help us. GOME!

Mr. Sprague has ju s t been appointed superin 
ten d en t of the boys’ school, th e  form er hav ing  
resigned.

Susan  I. Moody.

N EW  YORK CITY.
On the 26th of M arch M adam e Jackson  sailed 

from  New Y ork fo r Acca.
On the 3rd of A pril Mr. Woodcock delivered  h is 

second address w ith in  a m onth  upon the  B ahai 
m ovem ent to an  in terested  audience gathered  in 
M ontclair, N. J.

W ith in  th e  past m onth  Mrs. G etsinger and Dr. 
Fareed  a rrived  in New Y ork from  Acca, b ring ing  
w ith  them  the m erciful glad-tidings of the love of 
A bdul-Baha to  th e  beloved of God in  A m erica, and
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.giving several ta lks in the New Y ork Assembly. 
Dr. Fareed  b rough t w ith  h im  a general T ab le t from  
th e  presence  of A bdul-Baha to  the  A m erican be
lievers, em bodying th e  sam e precious adm onitions 
to  build the stab le  foundation  of u n ity  upon w hich 
th e  s tru c tu re  of the sacred  M ashrak-el-Azkar could 
be erected. They proceeded in  . a  few days to 
W ashing ton , D. C.

Mr. E dw ard  B. K inney, Jr., gave a very  fine 
en te r ta in m e n t in  h is studio on th e  evening of A pril 
1st, the  fund accrued to go to  the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar. He opened i t  w ith  a ta lk  of a very  h igh 
o rder upon m usic. The m usical program m e, both 
vocal and instrum en ta l, was rendered by some of 
liis  pupils who are  a r t is ts  in  the real sense of the 
word, and  Miss C lark  (an  elocu tion ist and  friend  
o f  th e  fam ily ) contribu ted  some 'm o s t excellent 
rec ita tions. In  a litt le  in te rva l Mr. K inney gave, 
in  a m ost delicate and  exquisitely  forceful way, a 
b rief m essage of the  advent of the S p iritua l K ing
dom in th is  g rea t Day, p refacing  i t  w ith  a  re fe r
ence to the w ord “M ashrak-el-Azkar” on the tickets. 
Some of those who took p a r t a fte rw ard  spoke to 
d ifferen t ones of th e  guests of the in sp ira tiona l 
effect received from  the audience. The sp ir it of 
th e  evening was fine. I t  was Mr. K inney’s form al 
dedication, in  H is Name, of h is  studio to music. 
A goodly audience w as present. T his studio  was 
dedicated  a t  th e  beginning to th e  Holy Cause.

Isabella  D. B rittingham .

W ASHINGTON, D. C.
R egu lar m eetings held F rid ay  evenings a t 8:15 

and  Sunday School a t  11:15, a t  the G areissen 
Studio, 1219 C onnecticut Avenue. P erm anen t ad
d ress of th e  B ahai Assembly, or ind iv idual m em 
bers, post office box 192.

A notable fea tu re  of th e  U nity  F eas t of A pril 9, 
is  th a t  our colored believers and friends are  to be 
inv ited  to partic ipa te , th e  p lan to hold every fou rth  
U nity  F ea s t in  th is m anner, being pu t in to  effect 
on  th is  date.

The V isiting  T ablet revealed by Abdul-Baha for 
Mrs. A m alie Knobloch has been read  over her 
g rave by a large num ber of the B ahais of W ashing
ton  on different occasions. M arch 13, Mr. Roy C.
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W ilhelm  w as accom panied to the tom b by a p a r ty  
of the young people; M arch 27 Mr. and  Mrs. 
K inney, Dr. Fareed  and  Mrs. G etsinger w ere v is it
ors, w ith  the Sunday School children  com pleting 
the party . The obedience of the friends to th is  
Command to read  th e  V isiting  Tablet, is notable 
and  a g rea t blessing a ttends th is  act.

On F riday , M arch 25, we w ere rejoiced to wel
come our beloved sister, L ua G etsinger, re tu rn in g  
from  the  Holy City. A te leg ram  announced her 
coming, together w ith  Mr. and Mrs. K inney and 
Dr. Ameen U llah Fareed. These dear friends w ere 
tendered  a reception a t  th e  home of Mr. and Mrs. 
R ipley S atu rday  evening, attended  and addressed 
the  Sunday School, received th e  friends Sunday 
evening, and on M onday m orn ing  th e  K inneys re
tu rned  to New York, tak in g  the sincere love of the  
W ashington friends w ith  them . Mrs. G etsinger 
and Dr. Fareed  have been kep t exceedingly busy 
a tten d in g  group m eetings d u ring  th e  week, and a 
la rge  audience a ttended  th e  regu la r m eeting  F r i
day, A pril 1, a t  w hich both spoke effectively on 
Unity.

The election for delegates and a lte rn a tes  for th e  
Chicago Temple U nity  Convention in  A pril, resulted  
in the  selection of the follow ing: Delegates, Jos.
H. H annen  and  Mrs. C laudia S tu a r t Coles; A lter
nates, Dr. E dw ard H. E gbert and Miss F an n y  A. 
Knobloch.

The B ethel L ite ra ry  and H isto rica l Society, the 
oldest and lead ing  colored organization  in the 
city , devoted its  session of Tuesday, A pril 5, to 
the B ahai R evelation, Mr. H annen  and Dr. Fareed  
speaking on the subject of “The Race Question 
from  the  S tandpo in t of th e  B ahai R evelation .” T his 
Society, of w hich Mr. Louis G. Gregory is P res i
dent, h as  given th ree  previous sessions th is  season 
to th e  B ahai T eachings, and  th is  has exerted  a 
pow erful influence in the w ork am ong the in te lli
gen t circles of th is  people, whom we a re  com
m anded to reach and help as b ro thers and  sisters.

A lecture is announced for May 2, to be given 
by Mrs. L. J. Y oung W ithee, a  well-known speaker, 
on the subject: “Persia, th e  L and  of th e  L ion and
Sun.” T his lecture, w hich is to be under th e  aus
pices of th e  Persian-A m erican E ducational Society, 
is to be for the benefit of the M ashrak-el-Azkar.
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The u n ity  developed by our teach ings is s tr ik 
ingly exemplified by th e  presence frequently  a t our 
m eetings of b ro thers from  India, Japan , th e  P h ilip 
pines and China, beside our dear P ers ian  brothers. 
The shades of belief am ong the local m em bers is as 
varied  and  divergent, before the tran sfo rm ation  of 
th e  W ord m ak ing  us one.

The F eas t of N aurooz, M arch 21, w as given by 
the ch ild ren  of our Sunday School, and was well 
attended. Those p resen t pronounced th e  exercises 
m ost effective. Our dear little  s ister, R u th  F uhr- 
m an, eleven years old, presided w ith  dignity . The 
n a rra tiv e  of P rofessor Brow ne’s m eeting  w ith  
B a h a ’o’ll a h  and A bdul-Baha was read  feelingly 
by M ary H otchkiss, w hile H elen H otchkiss ably 
gave the h is to ry  and sum m arized the teachings of 
the R evelation. Bessie R ipley read  some of the 
W ords, as did also B eula B arn itz . These, w ith  
M innie B arn itz  and P au l H annen, chanted  prayers 
in  A rabic. E s th e r H ughes gave two violin  solos, 
displaying m arked  ability .

Mr. George S'. H opper and  daughter, fo rm erly  of 
Ithaca, N. Y., a re  welcome additions to  our local 
Assembly. Miss Hebe Moore; who w ill trave l w ith  
Madame Jackson, le ft here  two weeks ago and w ill 
be g rea tly  missed.

Two m arriages have changed our l is t  of m em ber
ship, though  only in  nam e, as th e  fr iends rem ain  
w ith  us. Mrs. Josephine C onklin Cowles became 
M adam e DeLagnel, and  Miss U rsu la  Shum an is 
now Mrs. E lw yn Moore, th e  tran sfo rm ations occur
rin g  d u rin g  th e  sam e week. Our congratu lations 
and love are  w ith  the happy fam ilies thus united.

The B a h a i N ew s  is a welcome v isito r, being 
en thusiastica lly  received, and its  success seems 
assured. If  th e  friends everyw here w ill add finan
cial support to appreciation , an  edifice of perm a
nence and u tili ty  w ill be builded.

Jos. H. H annen.
N EW S NOTES.

Dr. F isher, of New Y ork City, is now in  London, 
England.

W hen Mrs. B rittin g h am  was in  Acca, Abdul-Baha 
desired her to  te ll all p ilg rim s no t to  v is it Acca 
d u ring  th e  sum m er season on account of its  un 
heal thfulness.

[The last two pages, 15 and 16, of this issue have 
been omitted. They are identical with page 20 of 
Vol. I, No. 3, and page 20 of Vol. I, No. 1 
respectively.-ED. July 1978]
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
Repealed and sen t to all parts of the world. 

h e  i s  god!
P ra ise  tie unto Thee, O my God! T hanks he 

unto Thee O m y Beloved! Glory be un to  Thee, 
O m y Lord! for th a t  w hich Thou h a s t bestowed, 
favored, conferred and gran ted . F o r Thou hast 
chosen sincere  servan ts from  am ong T hy people to 
serve T hy Religion. T hou h as t elected them  to 
draw  in sp ira tion  from  T hy M anifest L igh t, a ttrac 
tion  from  T hy Lum inous B eauty  and  to  w alk  in  
T hy s tra ig h t path . O m y Lord! V erily  the  souls 
are  heedless of T hy  m ention ing  and  h e a rts  de
prived of T hy love, th e  eyes veiled from  beholding 
the K ingdom  of T hy B eauty  and th e  in tellects 
w andering  aw ay from  th e  C entre of T hy  Glory, 
except those who are  firm  in  T hy Covenant, free 
from  dissension, a ttra c tin g  th e  rays of th e  Sun 
of T ru th , detach ing  them selves from  inharm ony, 
a ris in g  in  th e  service of T hy Cause am ongst Thy 
people and exh ilara ted  from  th e  pure  w ine of Thy 
Kingdom. Bestow upon them  un lim ited  blessing 
and creative good from  th e  never-ending Bounty, 
and  pour upon them  w ith  g rea t abundance, from  
th e  Cloud of T hy  M ajesty, th e  ra in  of T hy  Grace, 
the w ater of T hy G enerosity and the U niversal 
Favor.

O Lord, suffer them  to become th e  signs of Thy 
Guidance, th e  stan d ard s of th e  R ealm  of M ight, 
th e  w ords of v irtue , the  a rm y  o f the Suprem e Con
course and  th e  angels of heaven, so th a t  th rough  
them  the E a s t and  th e  W est of the ea rth  m ay be
come illum ined, Thy N am e be m entioned in  the 
N orth  and  South, th a t  they  m ay educate a ll races 
and  com m unities and  clothe them  w ith  th e  garm en t 
of the comely nam es and  th e  perfect exam ple in  
th is  rea lm  of existence.
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0  inÿ L ora, reveal th rough  them  th e  ensign of 
U nity  am ong m ank ind  and  the flag of Love be
tw een iiatiohs, so th a t m ultip lic ities m ay converge 
in to  the cen tre  of oneness and harm ony, the  veils 
of h a tred  be re n t asunder, th e  conditions of d is
cord pass aw ay and enm ity  and rancor vanish  from  
th e  world of m an, so th a t a fte r  d isunion the Be
loved of Union shall unveil h e r  countenance, 
an im osity  be changed in to  affection, the reign of 
faction and feud come to an end, and success and 
p rosperity  be a tta ined .

0  m y Lord, streng then  th e ir  backs in  th e ir  serv
ice, g ird  up th e ir  loins in  th e ir  adoration , d ilate 
th e ir  b reasts w ith  th e  lig h t of T hy Knowledge, 
illum ine the eyes by beholding T hy Face, gladden 
th e ir  sp irits  by the  significances of Thy Providence 
ahd  p u rify  th e ir  souls by th e  appearance of Thy 
Compassion. V erily  T hou a r t  th e  M erciful, the  
Clem ent, th e  A lm ighty, th e  Bestower, the  Uncon
stra ined! T here is no God bu t Thee, the Giver, 
th e  P ârdonèr, the H idden, th e  M anifest and  the 
Source of Bounties!

O ye friends of God! Joy and happiness of 
th e  people of fa ith fu lness consists in  serv ing  the 
T hreshold  of the M ost H igh  and tu rn in g  th e ir  
faces to th e  K ingdom  of Ab h a . The hope of the 
lovers is Self-sacrifice, and th e  y earn ing  of the 
longing ones is  self-effacement and  evanescence. 
F o r love is an  irresis tib le  power and an  inex tin 
gu ishable conflagration and the m irro r of th e  love 
Of God is the  g rea t m artyrdom . T herefore, the 
sanctified souls and  th e  M anifestations of God 
yearned  for Self-abnegation and a tta in m en t to the 
c ity  Of m artyrdom . They gave up  th e ir  lives, ex
perienced exile and ban ishm ent, endured persecu
tio n  and  d ire  calam ities, became subject to im 
prisonm ent and bondage and the ta rg e ts  of the 
a rro w s of oppression, and Objects o f the SWOrd of 
m alice. They did no t complains n e ith e r did they  
become disheartened . They d ran k  th e  cup of 
m arty rdom  from  th e  H and  of th e  Cup-Bearér Of 
Providence, and  tas ted  With th e  g rea test joy the 
sw eetness of ann ih ila tion . They found n o t a 
m om ent of rest. They sought no t an in s ta n t of 
tranqu illity . They w ithstood th é  persécution  of
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th e  enem ies and became th e  centres of derision 
and  scoffing of th e  people of envy. They sacrificed 
th e ir  homes and p roperty  and becam e hom eless and 
w anderers. , They experienced no t one hour of 
safety, nor a day of repose of m ind or body. T his 
is the proof of the sincere lover and  th is  is the 
evidence of th e  fa ith fu l friend . If  i t  w ere no t so 
every s tran g e r would become a friend  and  the  de
prived one would become th e  confidant of th e  
m ysteries, the rem ote one would become th e  near 
one and th e  ou tcast w ould become the  beloved. 
C onsequently th e  Most G reat W isdom  h as ordained 
th a t  the fire of tes ts  shall rage and  th e  rush ing  
to r re n t of ordeals sweep tum ultuously  from  the 
M ountain of R evelation, so th a t  the u n tru th fu l m ay 
become d istingu ished  from  the tru th fu l, th e  un
righ teous be know n from  th e  righteous, th e  wor
sh ipper of self become separated  from  the w or
sh ipper of God, th e  good f ru i t  be set a p a rt from  
the evil fru it, th e  signs of lig h t become m anifest 
and the gloom of darkness be dispelled, th e  n igh t
ingale of tru s tw o rth in ess  sing  th e  melody of love 
and th e  raven  of oppression croak the d iscordant 
notes of e rro r; th e  fe r tile  soil become green and 
ve rd an t and  the barren  ground produce its  tho rns 
and th is tle s ; the  a ttrac ted  ones to the B reath  of 
A b h a  become firm  and  the follow er of passion and 
desire tu rn  away. T h is is the w isdom  of tr ia ls  and 
th is  is the  cause of ordeals.

0  ye friends of God! In  these days the city  of 
T abriz has become red  w ith  th e  blood of m ankind. 
Holy souls from  am ong th e  believers of God sacri
ficed th e ir  lives in th e  p a th  of M anifest L ight. 
They hastened  to the  a lta r  of love. E yes a re  weep
ing  on th is  account, h ea rts  a re  b u rn in g  for these 
events, lam en ta tion  and  m oaning is ascending to 
the apex of th e  Suprem e Concourse and  g rea t grief 
and in tense m ourn ing  is experienced. I t  is the 
u tm ost yearn in g  of A bdul-Baha to  d rin k  from  th is 
cup of m arty rdom  and become exh ilara ted  w ith  th e  
w ine of sacrifice, so th a t  th e  end of h is  life shall 
become th e  opening chap te r of D ivine Bounty. 
0  m y Lord, confer upon me th a t  overflowing cup 
w ith  th e  m ost g rea t g ift! In tox icate  me w ith  th a t  
w ine of th e  glorious favor and suffer me to pa rtak e  
of th a t food w hich cannot be tas ted  except by Thy
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fa ith fu l servan t. Crown my head w ith  th is  re 
fu lgen t diadem , cause m y blood to be shed in Thy 
Cause, m y body to  he suspended betw een heaven 
and  earth , th is  tem ple to  he dism em bered and its  
bones be disjoined by th e  arrow s of th e  enemies.

0  ye friends of Abdul-Baha! In  these  days, 
th ro u g h  the happy circum stances and th e  confirma
tio n  of the L ord  of th e  Suprem e H eavens and  the 
assistance of th e  Unseen Kingdom , th e  holy re 
m ains of H is highness the  Suprem e (B ah) w ere 
tran sfe rred  to  th e  M ount of Carm el in  H a ifa  in  
th e  p resen t Tomb. T herefore, i t  is necessary for 
th e  believers to  celebrate th e  occasion w ith  joy and 
happiness. T he believers in  T abriz became exhila
ra ted  w ith  th is  cup and  w ith  th e  polo of m ag
n an im ity  carried  aw ay th e  ball of service from  the 
a ren a  of the Cause. P erhaps la te r  on th e  people of 
h a tred  and enm ity, m ay calum niate  and m isrep re
sen t th e  facts, s ta tin g  th a t  the blessed rem ains of 
th e  Bab a re  in  some o th er place, o r th a t  a  p a r t of 
i t  is elsewhere. The friends of God m ust know th a t 
th is  is a pu re  falsehood, calum ny and  m alicious 
slander. T h a t blessed, crucified body is in te rred  
in  its  en tire ty  on M ount Carmel, b u t the  enemies 
w ill no t re s t quiet. I t  is ce rta in  th a t  they  w ill 
ra ise  a clam or and claim  th a t we stole th a t blessed 
body, or fraudu len tly  tran sfe rred  i t  or got hold of 
a  p a r t  of it, or th a t  the genii took i t  aw ay from  
th e  firm  ones. All these sta tem en ts are  fabrica
tions and slanders. The whole t r u th  is explained 
here.

Upon ye be Baha-el-AmiA!
(S igned)  Abdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ran s la ted  by M irza A hm ad Sohrab, W ashing
ton, D. C., M arch 3, 1910.)

.E x trac t from  a recen t T ab le t from  A bdul-Baha: 
“The tim e has no t y e t a rrived , even in  those coun
tr ie s  (A m erica), to sp read  T ablets and  E p istles 
w ith  th e  u tm ost freedom , b u t i t  w ill soon come.”

The Bahai N ews of May 17th will contain the official 
proceedings of the Convention recently held in Chicago.
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L E T T E R  FROM MR. SPRAGUE.
T eheran, Persia , M arch 19, 1910.

My dear Roy: * * * I am  busier th an  ever th is
year and have litt le  tim e fo r w riting . The believ
e rs  have m ade m e principal of th e  T a rb ia t School 
as well as teacher and th is  keeps m y hands full. 
I  have to  deal ou t pun ishm ents to th e  boys, see 
th a t  they  study, behave them selves, etc. Mr. 
Sprague is a th in g  of the past. I am  now known 
as E sk an d ar K han, th e  new  nam e given me by 
Abdul-Baha, and I w ear a P ers ian  kola. T his has 
m ade a  very  good im pression am ong th e  Persians, 
for they  know  th a t, as a ru le, th e  E uropeans look 
down upon them  and  I am  th e  first W esterner who 
th in k s i t  an  honor to w ear th e ir  na tional hat.

I have had  the opportun ity  of m eeting  and 
speaking to several persons of im portance. Abdul- 
B aha prophesied two or th ree  m onths ago th a t  th is  
y ear we would see m any p rom inent persons come 
in to  the Cause and th is  is being realized. We are  
also seeing th a t  M oham m edans a re  hav ing  a 
g rea te r respect for the B ahais. F o r instance, two 
weeks ago H aji A khoun died. H e was one of the 
m ost p rom inen t B ahai teachers, a  m an of eighty, 
who had been a believer about fifty years, who 
had  suffered constan t persecution, had  been im 
prisoned m any tim es—once for th ree  years in 
chains—and in  th e  red days w henever h e  w ent out 
of h is  house and w alked th rough  th e  bazaars he 
w ould be cursed and  insulted . B ut on th e  day of 
h is  funera l he was taken  to th e  cem etery w ith  th e  
g rea tes t respect, a  com pany of fo rty  police—all 
believers—escorting  him . N ot one cry  w as raised  
in  th e  bazaars, a lthough  all expected it.

T he passing  ou t of H aji A khoun w as very  beau
tifu l. H e had re tu rn ed  one day from  th e  bath , 
and  com plaining of feeling  tired , he called fo r a 
glass of w ater, d ran k  i t  and  w ithou t a  w ord the 
s p ir it  le f t th e  body. A bout th ir ty  years ago 
Ua h a ’o’ll a h  had  foretold, in  a  T ablet, th a t  H a ji 
A khoun would die in  th is  way, peacefully  and 
calm ly. H e revealed th is  T ablet w hen H aji 
A khoun w as in  p rison  and  all w ere expecting  th a t  
he would m eet w ith  some vio len t end. W hat a  
w onderful life  to  have lived and served and  suf
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fered  for th e  Cause of God d u ring  fifty years! Be
fore  h is  conversion,- too, he was a very  im portan t 
M ullah and he sacrificed position, w ealth , name, 
every th ing  for the  sake of B a h a ’o’l l a h . I t  was a 
g re a t p riv ilege to have m et and know n such a 
m an. * * *

Your b ro th er in  E1-Abha ,
E skandar  (Sydney  Sprague).

L E T T E R  FROM MR. STRUYEN.
S. S. B angala, Feb. 28, 1910.

D ear b ro ther Dr. Bolles: Ju s t a  few lines to
acknow ledge your beau tifu l sp iritua l le tte r. Indeed 
you are  r ig h t; i t  w ill tak e  a lo t m ore suffering in  
th is  w orld to open people’s eyes and show them  the 
p u re  self-sacrificing w ay to serve hum anity . I t  
w ill come, believe me, and i t  w ill no t be so very 
long.

W e are  sa iling  for C alcu tta  a fte r a  stay  of one 
m onth  in  B urm ah. We spen t five heavenly  days 
w ith  our devoted b ro thers in  M andalay, and these 
people who, a few years ago, would have k illed  us 
if  we had  touched them , now loved us and  could 
no t serve us enough in  any  way. W e also spent 
th ree  days off in  a jung le  village of D eadnan, 
w here th e  Cause has only been plan ted  for th ree 
years and  th e re  are  now m ore th an  four hundred  
B ahais here . Seventy-five accepted th e  Cause 
in  th e  th ree  days we w ere there. In  Rangoon, 
w here we spent m ost of our tim e, we had  th ree  
large  m eetings w hich w ere advertised, every eve
n ing  we w ould hold m inor m eetings and  all day 
people w ould come and go and we would give them  
the  teachings. I  find th e  Cause grow ing every
w here, no t m aking  converts by thousands, bu t ju s t 
qu ietly  w orking, and I would ra th e r  see th is  th an  
to have thousands flow in  and then  fa ll by th e  
wayside. W hen a  cause goes quietly  b u t surely, i t  
is w orth  noticing.

Mr. Rem ey jo ins m e in  sending B ahai love and 
gree tings to all th e  dear friends in  Denver.

S incerely your hum ble b ro th er in  God’s Cause, 
H oward 0. S truven .
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L E T T E R  TO T H E  UNITY BAND FROM YAZD, 
PERSIA .

In  the N am e of our Lord, the H oly, the A hha!
O ye leaves of th e  T ree of th e  K ingdom  and fru its  

of the G arden of the A lm ighty! Upon ye be 
B aha, and  the p raise  of the people of the world!

T he blessed le tte r  w hich w as w ritten  by those 
friends reached us like th e  n igh tingale  of the city  
of love, and i t  im parted  to us th e  news of the 
happiness and  prosperity  of those a ttrac ted  leaves. 
I t  im parted  a  new  life to  th is  y earn ing  one and 
gave inexhaustib le  p leasure and happiness. I t  is 
hoped from  the ou tpouring of th is  cycle of the 
Covenant w hich is sh in ing  upon th e  world, th a t  a  
day m ay come when we m ay m eet each o ther, and 
th e  door of going and  com ing betw een th e  tw o 
continen ts become opened. Verily, th is  is no t im 
possible for God.

0  ye th an k fu l birds! 0  ye n igh tingales of th e  
Rose-Garden of Forgiveness! 0  ye who are  in 
toxicated  w ith  th e  w ine of th e  D ay of M anifesta
tion  and  the period of R esurrection  and R evival! 
’T is the tim e of happiness and rejo icing  and  th e  
period of a ttrac tio n  and  enkindlem ent. The feast 
of deligh t and sp iritu a l beatitude is spread. The 
o rchards of significances are  adorned w ith  the 
flowers and hyacin ths of p raise. F rom  th e  g a ther
ings th e  w onderful m elodies of thanksg iv ings are  
ra ised  to the  H eaven of M ight. The cup-bearers 
of G enerosity a re  going around, g iv ing  the w ine of 
Love, and th e  people a re  in toxicated  thereby. W ith  
th e  power of th e  G reatest Name, th e  friends of God 
a re  cap tiva ting  the  h ea rts  of the people of th e  
w orld, and th rough  the soul-ravishing songs and 
ly re  of D ivine Love and celestial harm ony, th e  
h ea rts  a re  a ttrac ted  tow ard  th e  countenance of the 
Beloved. The people of fa ith fu lness are  serv ing  H is 
H ighness th e  Incom parable One, and th e  friends 
of righteousness, w ith  w isdom  and assurance, a re  
engaged in  every p a r t  to  p raise  and th an k  Him. 
T he to rches of guidance a re  ligh ted  and  th e  lan 
te rn s  of t r u th  dispense rays of beneficence an d  
sp iritu a l direction. The s ta rs  of Providence are 
sh in ing  and  th e  ligh ts of the Orb of R eality  are
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illum in ing  th e  darkened  h ea rts  of men. T herefore, 
O ye sp iritu a l s is te rs  and b ird s of th e  atm osphere 
of significances! I t  is th e  tim e tha t, under the 
shade of th e  Covenant, th rough  th e  P ro tection  and 
Providence of the  B eauty  of Ab h a  and  th e  power 
of Abdul-Baha, we m ay extend to each o ther th e  
hand  of friendsh ip  and  im part to th e  w orld the 
pearls of th e ir  teach ings and instructions.

O ye doves of the K ingdom  of God, and b irds of 
R eality! If  a n igh tingale  does no t sing  d u ring  th e  
spring tim e, then  a t  w hat tim e  can i t  sing? The 
sp rin g  of the K ingdom  has ra ised  its  te n t in  the 
w orld of existence and  has adorned th e  created  
th ings w ith  a new  garm en t, and has bestowed 
upon the w orld of m an  a new  life. U nder a ll c ir
cum stances, we m ust adorn  ourselves w ith  th e  
garm en t of san c tity  and p u rity . U nder persecution 
we m ust have patience and  endurance. All the 
P rophets and M essengers of God have given proph
ecies regard ing  th is  G reatest M anifestation. Ev
e ry  one in  a special language has prom ised H is 
people the appearance of th is  Day and th e  glad- 
tid ings of the M anifestation  of God and  the B eauty  
of our Lord. As soon as th e  tem ple of th e ' w orld 
reached to th e  s ta te  of m a tu rity  and th e  Coun
tenance of th e  Beloved w as unveiled from  behind 
the  cu rta in s  of Glory and M ajesty, th e  divine 
sp ring tim e stepped fo rth  in to  th e  arena  of the 
w orld like unto  a bride, and th rough  th e  appear
ance of H is h ighness th e  Bab, th e  ea rth  of re lig 
ions received a w onderful life  and rejuvenation , 
th e  Rose-Garden of the  K ingdom  became ve rd an t 
and  green, the surface of meadow and field w ere 
adorned w ith  tu lip s and hyacin ths, th e  trees be
came full of blossoms, the sw eet sing ing  b irds be
gan to ra ise  th e ir  melodies, th e  n igh tingale  sang 
th e  harm ony  of heaven, and  the new  p lan ts bu rst 
fo r th  from  th e  ground of hearts . T hen  the Blessed 
B eauty  of Ab h a  sa t upon th e  th rone  of G reatness 
and  L ordship, the prophecies of th e  Books of all 
th e  Seers of th e  p as t w ere fulfilled, th e  m ysteries 
of creation  became realized, love and harm ony were 
im prin ted  upon th e  page of existence. W hen the  
Sun of th e  Blessed Perfection  becam e h idden be
h ind  the  cloud of M ajesty, th en  th e  Center of the 
C ovenant sa t upon th e  th rone  of Servitude, b reak
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ing  th e  idols of th e  people of p ride and  hau g h ti
ness, filling th e  a ir  w ith  the  atm osphere of san c tity  
and holiness. H e accepted all k inds of sufferings 
and persecutions, and em braced all tr ia ls  and  vicis
situdes in  th e  service of the  Cause o f God. Among 
the friends and enem ies he  is a k ind  lover, w ith  
fa ith fu lness and generosity , and  like  unto  a globe 
of fire he is sh in ing  betw ix t heaven and earth . H e 
plan ted  th e  seeds of w isdom  and  in telligence in  the 
hearts  of h is follow ers, so th a t  th e  hyacin ths and 
anem ones of affection and harm ony  grew  out of 
th a t land, to bless the w orld w ith  the frag rances 
of servitude. H e spread the table of heavenly food 
and  inv ited  all th e  people to  p a rtak e  of th e  sus
tenance w hich is sen t down on th e  p a r t of God. 
The lig h t sh in ing  from  h is face is a  guide for m en 
and  th e  ra in  descending from  th e  cloud of h is  
generosity  ir rig a te s  th e  hearts.

T herefore, 0  ye seekers of T ru th  and  0  ye who 
have eaten  from  th is  H eavenly Food! Y our ex
cellent le tte rs  w ere read in  each assem bly of said 
se rvan ts  of God, and a t  every tim e th a t  we read 
those epistles our h ea rts  w ere rejoiced and we 
asked confirm ation and  assistance from  God on 
your behalf. W e hope th a t  country  w ill become 
like unto a ball of fire and guide a ll th e  na tions 
of th e  w orld to th e  C enter of th e  Covenant. Today 
th a t  w hich is acceptable in  th e  presence of Abdul- 
B aha is beauty  of character, u n ity  and  concord, 
fa ith fu lness and p u rity , love and steadfastness. W e 
hope th a t  a ll of us m ay a tta in  to  these heavenly 
bounties and be engaged w ith  all m igh t in  sp read
in g  the frag rances of God, delivering  the W ord of 
God, and p rom ulgating  the  Cause of God; be oc
cupied w ith  sp iritu a lity  and th e  devotion of in ten 
tio n  to  quicken and enkindle  th e  hea rts , and  be 
k ind  and benevolent to the ch ild ren  of men. 
Should th e  people persecute us, we m ust show 
kindness.

All th e  friends in  th is  city  send you g reeting  and  
praise.

F rom  your B ahai sister,
Rouhani.

(T ransla ted  by M irza A hm ad Sohrab, Novem ber 
22, 1909, W ashington, D. C.)
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■6 th.... ...... Rahmat (Mercy) .... 247th.... ____July 198 th.... 19th.... 2010th.... ...... Azzatt (Wealth) ..... 911th.... 2712th.... IB13th.... ...... Kudrat (Power) ..... 414th.... 2915th.... 1216th.... ...... Sharaf (Honor) ..... 9117th.... 1»18th.... 7
19th.. . -. (Four intercalary days.) 2

The B a h a i N ew s  m akes no apology for devoting 
m uch space to the m essages of g ree ting  from  the 
H onolulu Assembly. In  th e  providence of God, 
H aw aii is undoubtedly  th e  hub of the “islands of 
th e  sea,” especially th a t  of th e  Pacific—the ocean 
of peace. In  th e  descrip tion  of the  F eas t of Nau- 
rooz, the service in  the Oahu prison  and in  the 
verse  “Aloha,” we feel the glow, th e  fragrance, the 
soothing b rea th  of love, and a som ething sweeps 
over th e  h ea rts tr in g s , the melody of w hich can 
never be forgotten. On behalf of all we re tu rn  
th e ir  g ree tin g : “A loha!” AMoTio’Ab h a !
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ALOHA*.
L e t H aw aii share  th e  m essage w hich the w orld 

sends fo rth  today,
A message w hich grow s fu lle r as the years shall 

pass away,
L e t H aw aii’s sons and daugh ters stand  ready, heart 

and hand,
To m ake H is burden  ligh ter, th roughou t th is  

blessed land,
Aloha, w ord of p a rtin g  or w ord of greeting, too,
Aloha, Abdul-Baha, our love to  Thee anew.

1. D r. A u g u r 7. M rs. Row land
2. M rs. A u g u r’s maid 8. M r. Struven
3. M rs. Coombs 9. M rs. A ugur
4. M iss F le tch e r of N. Y. C ity 10. A gnes A lexander
5. M r. Remey 11. M iss Johnson
6. M rs. S u therland 12. M iss M u th er

13. V irg in ia  Row land

NAUROOZ IN  HAW AII.
W ith  skies cleared by n ig h t showers, M arch 21st, 

N aurooz daw ned a glorious sp ring  day—a happy 
New Y ear indeed. I t  seem ed as though  the  whole 
universe  m ust lovingly acknow ledge and  p ra ise  the 
Suprem e C reator of such a  perfect day.
*“ Aloha”  is the Hawaiian word of greeting and means “ love.”
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The hou r of nine-fifteen found several B ahai 
friends assem bled ready  fo r th e  tw elve-m ile ra il
road jou rney  to  the  P earl H arbor peninsula, we 
num bered th e  B ahai num ber nine. T hrough  rice 
fields and duck ponds, on th rough  th e  cane fields, 
now by th e  w a te r’s edge and  again  rid in g  inland, 
alw ays in  view of the beau tifu lly  tin ted  h ills  and 
valleys, stopping here  and  th ere  to  le t passengers 
on and off, the  tr a in  sped on to P earl City. H ere, 
ou r hostess m et us, th e  lig h t of gladness illum in
ing  h e r face. T ak ing  th e  pen insu la  tra in , we 
rode on th rough  m ore rice fields and  soon arrived  
a t  th e  home blessed indeed by such a peaceful 
gathering .

The house w as p re ttily  decorated w ith  greens and 
flowers and seem ed to open its  a rm s to welcome 
each of us on en tering . T he ladies soon made 
them selves a t  home, in a ss is ting  w ith  the arrange
m ents for the  feast, or w ith  a  b it of needlew ork 
and  lis ten in g  to the read ing  of Mrs. W aite’s beau ti
fu l le tters.

W hen a la te r  tra in  b rough t four m ore ladies we 
w alked over to the  w ate r’s edge w here the sea 
breeze refreshed  us d u rin g  the long hou r to d inner. 
P ro m  the steps of a  cottage there , a bench and 
th e  g rassy  law n, we again  listened to the  le tte rs  
and  la te r  discussed p lans fo r the E aste r Sunday 
service a t  th e  Oahu prison, as well as p lans for 
ra is in g  funds tow ard  th e  bu ild ing  of th e  M ashrak- 
el-Azkar, in  Chicago.

A neighbor on th e  peninsula, jo ined us and six
teen  sa t down to th e  delicious feas t prepared. 
A fter repeating  “A llaho’A bha” n in e  tim es, th e  
“H idden W ords” w ere read  around  th e  long table, 
th en  came the  read ing  of th e  beau tifu l T ablet of 
th e  F eas t and th e  S p ir it w as m ost ce rta in ly  w ith  
us.

T ra in  tim e came all too quickly and  we bade 
farew ell to our k ind  hostess and s ta rted  back to 
tow n, reach ing  H onolulu a t five-thirty, w here we 
sca tte red  fo r our d ifferent homes.

BAHAI SERV ICE AT T H E  OAHU PRISON, 
HAW AII.

In  th e  cen te r of th e  prison  yard  an  old kam ani 
tre e  stands, its  large leaves of various hues, like
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an au tum n foliage, its  b ranches like  a  huge um 
brella ; beneath  th e  branches a re  row s and row s 
of benches provided fo r those who care to h ea r th e  
w ords of the  guests who frequen t th a t  p rison  yard  
every Sunday.

As the  population  of H aw aii is m ade up of peo
ple from  all corners of the world, n a tu ra lly , th a t  
prison is m ade up of m en whose sk ins and whose 
languages differ from  ours. R eligious services 
have been held for m any years beneath  th is  g rea t 
tree, and  i t  is the hope of the H onolulu B ahai As
sem bly to take  one Sabbath m orn ing  in  each m onth  
for th is  work.

E aste r Sabbath  m orn ing  was chosen for th e  first 
B ahai service a t  Oahu prison, and  a t  a  q u arte r to 
eleven some eigh t or n ine ladies and  gentlem en 
and five B ahais w ere aw aiting  th e  hour, in  th e  
office of the  p rison  superin tenden t. T hrough  th e  
hall to th e  back door we w ere led, descending th e  
steps into th e  sandy prison  yard  w hich has already  
been p ic tu red  briefly. The w hole y a rd  p resen ted  
such a clean appearance and  the faces of the m en 
w ere scarcely less so as they  sa t aw aiting  us.

In  d is tr ib u tin g  th e  hundred  bu ttonhole bouquets 
w hich one of th e  s is te rs  had  k ind ly  b rough t for 
the  men, i t  was both in te re s tin g  and im pressive to  
note th e  m anner in  w hich these little  tokens w ere 
received. W hile none w ere refused, often  eager 
hands w ere held ou t and m any expressed in  looks 
and words, th e ir  g ra titu d e  and  appreciation .

The service opened w ith  soft s tra in s  on th e  
organ followed by the read ing  by our B ahai b ro th er 
of “Hold Thou My R ig h t Arm, O God,” and am ong 
the selected hym ns w ere “Onward, C hris tian  
Soldiers,” “Joy to the  W orld,” “The B attle  H ym n 
of th e  R epublic,” “Abide W ith  Me,” and  Mrs. 
W aite’s “B enediction.” In  m ost of these hym ns, 
the p risoners h ea rtily  jo ined and a fte r  th e  sing ing  
by a  tr io  of H aw aiian  girls, th e  prison  q u a rte t sang  
in  H aw aiian , “Sweet Peace, the G ift of God’s Love.”

A p ray er by one of the gentlem en present, a  few 
w ords by a  visitor, th e  v io lin  p lay ing  by one of th e  
assistan ts, the sing ing  by one who had  come ten  
m iles by tr a in  to ass ist in  th e  service, and the few 
rem arks by our b ro ther and  s is te r  in  the Cause, 
b rough t th e  service to a  close.
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A lthough our b ro th er did n o t give th e  Message, 
h is  w ords w ere very  helpfu l and a  w ord in  regard  
to  The Most G reat P rison  in  w hich d istress and 
m isfo rtune has been changed to hea lth , harm ony 
and  blessed service, leads to a  longer address a t 
some fu tu re  date.

HONOLULU.
The H onolulu B ahai Assem bly continues to  have 

th e  sp iritu a l m eetings every Tuesday afternoon  and 
every  T hursday  m orn ing  a class for study  meets. 
In  o rder to  b e tte r organize for w ork, a business 
m eeting  is held tw ice a m onth  on F rid ay  a fte r
noons.

One of th e  sisters has asked the priv ilege of hav
ing  the “Nineteen-Day F eas ts” a t  h e r home and in 
th e  evening, so our B ahai m en m ay also be w ith  us 
a t  th a t tim e.

Since th e  v is it of our b ro thers, Mr. Rem ey and 
Mr. S truven, to  us Novem ber 23rd to December 
12th, we have fe lt a  g rea t stim ulus and  in sp ira 
tion  to work. Many have undoubtedly heard  of the 
joyous v is it and the g re a t in te re s t shown in  th e  
Cause in  our m idst. D uring  the th ree  weeks of 
th e ir  v is it  m any m eetings w ere held and they  
w ere inv ited  to speak in  homes of those who are  
no t B ahais.

The h a rv es t seemed tru ly  ripe and Mr. Rem ey 
sa id  he found m ore response to th e  Message here  
th an  in  any  o ther place he had  visited. T his m ade 
us very  happy, fo r th e  Is lands seem destined to be 
a place w here the O riental, O ccidental and Poly
nesian  races m eet and are  m ingled together.

In  F eb ru a ry  Mr. S igurd  R ussell joined th e  ran k s 
of the H onolulu B ahais. We gave h im  a w arm  
welcome for up to th is  tim e our Assem bly had  
only  one m an in  its  ranks. One of our sisters had 
know n Mr. R ussell in  th e  P a ris  Assem bly n ine 
years before, so he cam e no t as a  s tran g e r to  all. 
H e seemed especially sen t to us, as none of our 
Assem bly have v isited  Acca and Mr. R ussell has 
m ade th e  p ilgrim age four tim es. I t  is a  g rea t joy 
and blessing to have am ong us one who can te ll 
of the life lived a t  Acca.

G reetings in  H is  Name,
The H onolulu  Assem bly.
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T H E  MASHRAK-EKAZKAR.
T hrough  M irza A hm ad Sohrab, to the m aid-servant

of God who is firm in  the Covenant, Mrs. Corinne
T rue  (Upon her be B a h a ’o’l l a h ! ), Chicago, 111.: 

h e  is  god!
0 thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy le tter, dated Jan u a ry  6, 1910, w as received 
w ith  th e  enclosed papers.

R egard ing  th e  appo in tm en t of the tim e for the 
opening of the general convention in  Chicago, th is  
m a tte r  is a lready  w ritten  about. U ndoubtedly you 
have received i t  by th is  tim e. I t  was suggested to 
postpone th e  20th of M arch to  th e  days of R izw an, 
in  w hich th e  clim ate is tem perate.

You have w ritten  regard ing  the election of dele
gates from  am ong the O riental B ahais. T he season 
for th is w ork has no t y e t come. God w illing, in  
its  opportune tim e they  w ill be sent.

Several p lans and designs of the Mashrak-el- 
A zkar have been received from  Am erica. Now the 
believers m ust display an  endeavor so th a t  the 
land  m ay be bought in  its  en tire ty ; th en  collect 
con tribu tions for th e  building, and then  they  m ay 
th in k  about th e  plans. So fa r th e  m eans are  lack
ing. I hope from  th e  favor of the T rue One th a t 
sufficient and  am ple con tribu tion  m ay be gathered  
and  a fte rw ard  the best and m ost acceptable p lans 
be decided upon.

Upon thee be Baha-el-ABHA,
( Signed) Abdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ran sla ted  by M irza A hm ad Sohrab, A pril 12, 
1910, W ashington, D. C.)

The sc rip tu re  prophecies are  th a t th is  Gospel of 
th e  K ingdom  w ill be carried  even to  the “isles of 
th e  sea,” and  a proof th a t  such prophecies a re  now 
being fulfilled, came in  a le tte r  from  Mr. Jenner, 
of London, con ta in ing  a contribu tion  from  th e  isle 
of M auritius, in  the Ind ian  ocean and  east of the 
is land  of M adagascar, off th e  coast of A frica.

Two li tt le  s is te rs  aged th ree  and five, from  M us
kegon, Mich., have taken  exceeding joy in  sending 
the  contents of th e ir  b lessing box to the conven
tion.
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The Vaheed Choral Society of Chicago is pleased 
w ith  th e  resu lts  of its  concert given recen tly  for 
th e  M ashrak-el-Azkar. A bout $65.00' w as realized 
th rough  th e  efforts of th e  Society.

A gain th e  noble P e rs ian  believers have ra llied  
to  our aid, sending th rough  a W ashington friend, 
re tu rn in g  from  Abdul-Baha, £66  or $330.00. To 
give from  th e  overflow of one’s cup is easy, b u t to 
give from  its  very  contents and go w ithou t is true  
sacrifice. To read  Dr. Moody’s le tte rs  w ill prove to 
us th e  noble self-denial ou r P ers ian  friends m ust 
m ake to a id  us.

A bdul-Baha’s p a rtin g  w ords to  Mr. Woodcock 
la s t sum m er were, “Be patien t, i t  is all com ing as 
I w an t it.”

Corinne True.
BOSTON.

The Sunday m orn ing  m eetings a t  11 o’clock, 
held  in  B eckton H all, 200 H un ting ton  Ave., con
tinue  to grow in  num bers and  in  th e  power of the 
Spirit.

Miss Hebe Moore, of the  W ashington, D. C., As
sembly, w as p resen t a t  the m eeting  on A pril 17th. 
The v is its  of b ro thers and s iste rs from  o ther As
sem blies do m uch tow ard  s treng then ing  us and en
la rg in g  our consciousness of th e  m eaning  of th is  
g rea t “fam ily  of God.”

We are  now an tic ip a tin g  a  v is it from  Mr. Percy 
F . Woodcock, of New York, a fte r th e  Convention.

Mrs. Alice Ives B reed’s recen t v is it to New Y ork 
has b rough t us close to th e  earnestness and fa ith  
of th a t  Assembly.

Mrs. Sprague is spending a  few weeks in  New 
York.

Mr. H arlan  F . Ober w as unanim ously  elected as 
ou r rep resen ta tive  to  th e  Chicago Tem ple U nity  
Convention.

W hen we realize th e  t ru th  of our p ray e r: “All
a re  H is servan ts and  all a re  stand ing  by H is Com
m and,” i t  is beyond our capacity  to estim ate  th e  
v ita liz ing  effect of such a  m eeting. God’s bounties 
a re  m anifold  in  th e  Cause, and to  H im  be th e  
glory.

Grace R oberts.
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BUFFALO.
The Buffalo Assembly holds meetings every Sun

day and Thursday evening a t  494 Elwood avenue.

DENVER.
Sunday service, 3 p. m .; Tuesday evening group 

a t  the home of Mrs. C lara  B. Craig, 4190 Y ates st.; 
W ednesday, special appointm ents; T hursday , v is it
ing  day; F rid ay  evening, u n ity  group; Saturday 
evening, inq u iry  class, h e ld  a t  th e  hom e of M rs 
Josephine H. C lark, 4141 X avier St.,— regu lar As
sem bly place, except T uesday evening.

Mr. G. N. C lark, Secretary , is absen t from  th e  
city.

A special business session was called w ith  Dr. 
N ewton A lden Bolles tem porary  secretary , a t w hich 
tim e Mrs. Cecilia M. H arrison , of Chicago, w as 
appointed by the Assem bly as a lte rn a te  for the 
Tem ple Convention, Mrs. A. M. B ryan t, delegate, 
being unable to attend. Mrs. A. M. B ryant.

M eetings a re  held reg u la rly  every Sunday a fte r
noon a t  the  residence of Mrs. and  Miss Nash, 3530 
D ecatur St. They are  well attended. These m eet
ings w ere begun a year ago and have shown re
m arkable  results. A m eeting every T uesday a fte r
noon, a t  the residence of Mrs. C art, 2218 W illiam s 
St., is conducted by Mrs. Nash. These m eetings 
a re  particu la rly  for those who have no t heard  th e  
Message of th e  Day of Days. We a re  very  much 
encouraged w ith  the progress of th e  w ork in  Den
ver. E lla  T. Nash.

N EW  YORK CITY.
Mrs. Breed, of Boston, w as recen tly  in  New York 

fo r a few days and we w ere happy to have h e r 
w ith  us and  to hear from  h e r in  th e  B ahai m eet
ings. She s ta ted  th a t  M irza Ali K uli K han ’s re 
tu rn  to A m erica w as expected d u ring  May.

T he F eas t of R izw an w as com m em orated on th e  
evening of A pril 21st, in  this. Assembly, a t  the 
hom e of Mr. P ercy  F . Woodcock.

The reg u la r N ineteen-D ay F eas t w ill he held on 
A pril 28th a t th e  home of Mr. and  Mrs. A rth u r P. 
Dodge. Isabella  D. B rittingham .
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PA CIFIC  COAST.
The w rite r has recen tly  v isited  Seattle, Portland , 

Ore., and Oakland, Calif. In  each place the know l
edge of th e  Cause is spread ing  and m any are  m an i
festing  deep and  favorable in te re s t in  th e  rea lity  
of th e  B ahai R evelation. T his in te re s t resu lts  
from  th e  earnes t and self-sacrificing efforts of the 
friends in  each city, those whose h ea rts  are  afire 
w ith  the  love of God and who desire to serve H is 
Cause. M eetings a re  a rranged  a t  d ifferent homes 
and halls  on succeeding evenings and  in afternoons 
also, th a t  all who w ill m ay have th e  opportun ity  to 
hear th e  glad-tidings. Notes of in v ita tio n  are  sen t 
to m any and th e  telephone is k ep t busy no tify ing  
th e  acquaintances of th e  various gatherings. All 
th is  m eans w ork, bu t i t  is a service of love and 
there  is ever a p resen t rew ard  in  seeing the  eager 
faces and  th e  ea rn e s t a tten tio n  to  th e  M essage 
by those who come and come again.

T his w onderful Message is so ra d ia n t w ith  
beauty, so noble in  teaching, so sane and practical 
in  application, th a t  i t  is heard  w ith  favor from  all 
who a re  no t blinded by prejudice, and  even before 
its  divine ch aracter is acknowledged. A nd m any 
“lif t  up th e ir  h ea rts  w ith  deligh t th a t they  m ay 
be fitted to m eet H im  and  to m irro r fo rth  H is 
B eauty .”

ThaKbet.
W ASHINGTON, D. C.

The W ashington Assem bly has g rea tly  enjoyed 
and profited by a v is it from  Mr. Percy F . Woodcock, 
who was w ith  us from  F riday , A pril 15, to Monday, 
A pril 18, inclusive. On F rid ay  n ig h t a large aud i
ence greeted our b ro ther, including several s tra n 
gers. S a tu rday  evening a reception a t  th e  Hospice, 
214 “B” S treet, S. E., crowded the spacious parlors, 
and again  on Sunday m orning, despite a  heavy 
downpour, m any came out to h ear the splendid 
teachings. On Sunday n igh t, the wife of one of 
th e  professors a t  H ow ard U niversity , who had  re
cently  inv ited  a large num ber of her friends to 
h e a r Mr. W ilhelm , again  called them  together, and 
though the  ra in  continued, a  num ber of m ost in, 
te rested  souls, leaders am ong th e  colored race, 
listened  a tten tive ly  to the  glad-tidings. A lthough
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Mr. Woodcock had  in tended to re tu rn  home on 
Monday m orning, he agreed to rem ain  over a day 
in  o rder to v is it th e  B altim ore Assem bly a t  the ir 
T uesday n ig h t m eeting. So on 24 hours notice a 
m eeting  was called for Monday nigh t, a t  Mrs. 
B arn itz ’s home. A gain a la rge  audience assembled.

The U nity F eas t of A pril 9, previously m entioned 
as hotable because it  was the first w here the w hite 
and  the colored B ahais un ited , w as held and 
proved to be w onderfully  blessed and successful. 
Several lead ing  m en and women of the colored 
race attended. Mr. Gregory gave th e  Message m ost 
eloquently. Mrs. George W illiam  Cook expressed 
in  a  few well-chosen w ords h e r approbation of the 
Cause. Several of th e  friends read  T ablets and 
th e  child ren  again  chanted  melodiously in  Arabic. 
Miss Knobloch was the hostess of the evening. 
O ur th an k s  a re  due to  Mr. H. S. C rag in  and  Miss 
S tam per for th e  use of th e ir  home, w hich is the 
g rea t double parlo r w here the Assembly was so 
happy for a few m onths p rtd r to  th e  securing  of 
our p resen t location.

Dr. Fareed  is still w ith  us; Miss B ngelhorn has 
departed , going to  Chicago, w here she w ill be a 
delegate a t  the Conventioh.

Mr. Rfimey has been h eard  froth, th is  tim é in  
BarOda and Bombay, With Mr. S truvén. Me re 
po rts th a t a t  B aroda a iheétihg was planned under 
the auspices of th e  governm ent, to w hich the secre
ta ry  of sta te  issued inv ita tions to  the  officials. 
W as ever a m issionary  propaganda so en thusias
tica lly  received?

Our reg u la r m eetings are  held F rid ay  evenings 
a t  8:15 and  Sunday school a t  11:15 a. m., a t  the 
G ariessen Studio, 1219 C onnecticut avenue. Per- 
m an en t address of th e  B ahai Assembly, o r individ
ual mem bers, P. 0 . Box 192. A ddress of th e  Bahai 
Hospice, 219 “S ” S treet, S. E.

Joseph if . Hannen.

Mrs. A. M. B ry an t sum m ers a t  W oodland P ark , 
Colorado, and would be pleased to correspond w ith  
any  of th e  friends who would like a res tfu l and 
helpful ou ting  m idst th e  p ines of Colorado. Ad
dress, 4141 X avier stree t, D enver, Colorado.
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Three Splendid Books

The UNIVERSAL RELIGION
By M. HIPPOLYTE DREYFUS, of Paris, France

Paper Covered 75c.; postage 10c. extra
Mr. Dreyfus is well qualified to write this short history 

and epitome of the teachings of the Bahai Revelation. 
He is well known to many Bahais from travels in Persia 
and India, and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
translation of many of the books of Baha’o’llah from the 
Persian to the French. It is condensed, and may be well 
recommended to thinkers.

SOME ANSWERED QUESTIONS
By LAURA CLIFFORD BARNEY

Cloth $1.25; postage 15c. extra 
This book contains most valuable information on a 

variety of subjects. It was dictated by Abdul-Baha 
during his spare moments to Miss Barney during her two 
years’ stay in Acca, and by her translated from the 
Persian into English. It follows well upon the opening 
made by the above book by M. Dreyfus. It is in the easy 
style of the great master, food alike for the learned and 
for the simple hearted. The book is printed also in 
French and Persian.

THE BAHAI REVELATION
By THORNTON CHASE

Paper Covered 50c.; postage 10c.
This book contains a most excellent compilation of 

the teachings of Baha’o’llah, gathered from various 
translations and arranged so as to be harmonious and 
and consecutive as to subjects. Aside from this Mr. 
Chase’s argument is convincing, you soon get into the 
swing of it and are carried right along, and it leaves 
with you a pleasant realization of the sweetness and 
strength of the Bahai Revelation.
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THE TEMPLE U NITY  C O N VENTIO N, 
CHICAGO, ILL.

T he pow er of th e  W ord to  u n ite  th e  h ea rts  of 
the  se rvan ts  in divine love, and to solve all diffi
culties, is apparen t in  B ahai ga therings, and  
especially  w here th e  partic ip an ts  a re  g a thered  to 
ge th e r from  d is tan t points. In  th e  holy P resence

PARTIAL VIEW OF A MORNING SESSION OF THE CONVENTION, 
CORINTHIAN HALL IN MASONIC TEMPLE,

MR. HALL PRESIDING.

of our beloved Abdul-Baha th e  effect is, of course, 
m ost pow erful. Second only to  th a t  g rea t experi
ence w as th e  Chicago Convention of 1910. W e had  
heard  m uch of the g rea t love of the Chicago 
F riends, and  i t  w as indeed  m an ifested  to  a  super
la tive  degree. T hus th e  env ironm ent w as ideal 
fo r the developm ent of the sp iritu a l forces, w hich 
clim atic  and o ther adverse  conditions on th e  out-
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side only m ade m ore evident, as one appreciates 
th e  gen ial w arm th  of the  fireside m ost on a 
s to rm y  night.

T he four days of t*he Convention w ere m ost 
unusually  th e  period of a  continuous snow storm , 
w hich had  been preceded  by balm y days and w ere 
follow ed by th e  re tu rn  of norm al spring  tem 
p e ra tu re  and sunshine. F or th is reason, th e  m eet
ing  a t  th e  Tem ple Grounds, p lanned for Sunday 
afternoon , A pril 24, was abandoned. I t  seemed 
s tran g e  th a t the da te  w as changed to  avoid ju s t 
such w ea th e r conditions, w hile in  M arch it  w as 
ideal and  springlike. One felt, however, th a t  there  
w as a  divine wisdom in it, and th a t for some 
reason , it  w as for th e  best. Such, indeed, proved 
to  be the  case.

S a tu rday  evening, A pril 23d, the F eas t of Rizw an 
w as celeb ra ted , in  a  la rge  café downtown. The 
very  ñam e of this café, th e  “Bon A m i” w as rea s 
su rin g  and w elcom ing! T ab les w ere se t for about 
200, and  every  availab le  space seem ed filled. 
"W onderful reunions and  m eetings w ere tak ing  
■place everyw here, and th e  S p irit w as fe lt as the 
g rea te s t pow erful influence. W hen B ahais m eet, 
it  Is as though  a  fam ily w as hav ing  a reunion, 
though  th e  F riends m ay in  rea lity  never have 
seen each o ther before.

A fte r som e read ing  of T ablets, a  few  of those  
p re sen t delivered  brief ta lk s ; am ong them  Mr. 
P e rcy  W oodcock, Mr. W. H. H oar, M rs. B ritting- 
ham , Miss Boylan, Mr. H all and Mr. H annen. 
I t  w as abou t 11 o’clock w hen we left, filled w ith  
th e  Sp irit, tired  bu t happy.

Sunday  m orning, a lthough snow y and cold, th e  
large  hall on th e  17th floor of th e  M asonic Tem ple 
w as crowded w ith  delegates and  the Chicago 
friends, as w ell as a num ber of v is ito rs. The 
m eeting  w as called for 10, bu t i t  was n ea r 11 
O’clock w hen i t  convened, the  in te rven ing  tim e 
being sp en t busily  in  ge tting  acquainted , deliver
ing  g reetings, etc. Mr. M ountfort Mills of New 
York, w as in  th e  chair, and he  presided  w ith  ra re  
d ign ity  and sw eet grace. T he Chicago friends 
have a choral society  and th e ir  singing helped 
th e  sp ir it of th e  occasion w onderfully. T he pro
g ram  w as as follows;
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P rogram  B a h a i  F e s t iv a l  S er v ic e
CORINTHIAN HALL 
MASONIC TEMPLE

A p r il  24, 1910. a t  10 o'cl o c k  a . m .

1. P ian o — “C ontem plation ,” fro m  th e  “H oly  C ity ” . 'G a u l
2. C ongreg a tio n a l S ing ing— “H is G lorious Sun

H a s  R isen ” .............................................................. W a i te
3. R ead in g — W ords of B a h a 'o 'l l a h  : “T a b le t of

V is ita tio n .”
4. C hoir— “P ro p h e tic  Song” .....................................P a r k e r

V aheed  C horal Society
5. A ddress of W elcom e by  C h airm an .

Mr. M o u n tfo rt M ills
6. R ead ing— T a b le t fro m  A b d u l-B ah a  revealed

fo r  C onvention  of 1909.
M rs. C orinne T rue

7. Solo— “Song of T h an k sg iv in g ” ..........................A l l i t s e n
M iss W a lle r

8. P e rs ia n  C h an t— Z ia  B aghdadi.
9. Com m une, follow ed by Silence.

10. ( a )  P ian o — “A d o ra tio n ,” fro m  th e  “H oly  C ity ” .G a u l  
(t>) C hoir— “A N ew  H eav en  an d  a  N ew

E a r th ,” a r ra n g e d  fro m  th e  “H o ly  C ity” . . .  G a u l  
V aheed  C horal Society

( c )  Solo— “In te rlu d e ” ............................................- .W a i t e
M iss B essie D ig g e tt

(c l) C hoir— “B enediction” .....................................W a i te
V aheed  C horal Society

11. T he M essage— M rs. I sa b e lla  D. B rittin g h am .
12. F iv e-m in u te  A ddresses— Mr. B. M. Jacobsen , K eno

sha , W is. ; M rs. C. S. Coles, W ash ing ton , D. C.
13. C ongregational S inging— “G rea t D ay  of God” . W a i te
14. F iv e-m in u te  A ddresses— Mr. Ober, B oston, M ass. ;

M rs. K illius, Spokane, W ash . ; Mr. W ilhelm , 
I th a c a , N . V.

15. Solo— “Com e U n to  Me” ............................................
M adam e R a g n a  L inné

16. F iv e-m in u te  A ddresses— Mr. F inch , S eattle , W ash . ;
P ro f. A rm strong , o f McGill U n iversity , M on trea l ; 
Mr. H o ar, F anw ood , N. J.

17. C ongregational S in g in g ~ “Tem pIe Song” ......... W a ite
(C om posed especia lly  fo r  th is  occasion .)

18. F iv e-m in u te  A ddresses— M iss Q uan t, Jo h n sto w n , N.
Y., a n d  v ic in ity  ; Mr. F lail, M inneapolis, Minn. ; 
Mr. P e rcy  F . W oodcock, N ew  Y ork City.

19. C hoir— “T he H eavens R esound” .................. B e e th o v e n
V aheed  C h o ra l ' Society

Mr. A lb e rt R. W indust, M u s ic a l  D ir e c to r .
M rs. W . V. H olm es, A c c o m p a n is t .

W e find i t  difficult to describe th e  vary ing  
em otions th is tru ly  B ahai F estiva l Service pro
duced upon th e  m inds and h ea rts  of those  p resen t,
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th e  sub lim ity  of w hich w as no t in  any sense 
affected  by th e  in troduction  of a b it of ex traneous 
m a tte r  by th e  dear b ro ther on whose behalf our 
love and p rayers are  boundless and unending. The 
rin g in g  m elody of the  “Tem ple Song,” w ritten  by 
Mrs. W aite  for th e  occasion, seems still resound
ing  w ith in  th e  h e a rts  of those who w ere privileged 
to  jo in  in  its  s tirr in g  stra in s .

T he B usiness Sessions a re  described in  detail 
elsew here in  th is  issue of the B a h a i Ne w s , 
th erefo re , we will no t ou tline them  here. T here 
w as an  incident, how ever, w hich we will m ention: 
W hen  th e  Convention officially closed a t  5:15 
T uesday  afternoon, a scene followed w hich 
beggars description. All p resen t clasped hands, 
an d  in  a  m om ent a g re a t ring  w as form ed, reach 
in g  around  th e  large hall. All tu rn ed  E a s t and 
p ray ed  for guidance and  s treng th . T he  th r ill th a t 
passed  around  th e  circle can only be apprecia ted  
by  those  who w ere links in  th a t  g rea t human, 
chain. A gain th e  S p irit w as pow erful, and i t  w as 
w ith  genuine re g re t th a t  we left th e  scene of w ork 
in  H is g rea t Cause.

On th e  evening of th e  26th inst., a  large public 
m ee tin g  w as held, and h e re  splendid add resses 
w e re  given by th e  v is iting  b ro thers  and s isters, 
w h ile  betw een  these, sw eet s tra in s  of m usic w ere 
provided  by th e  choral society—Miss E llerm an , a 
fine vocalist, assisting . If hum an m ind could com
prehend  th e  m eaning  of Glory added to  Glory, 
th is  g rea t clim ax could b e tte r  be described. I t  w as 
n early  m idn igh t w hen a  w eary  bu t happy  band 
tu rn e d  th e ir  foo tsteps hom ew ard, and as God’s 
w ork is followed by added stren g th , we realized 
th a t  g re a te r  pow er would come to  all who p a rti
c ipa ted  in  th is  m em orable occasion.

On W ednesday m orning, th e  w ork of the  con
ven tion  being over, th e  d ark  clouds gave w ay to 
heaven ly  sunshine, and  th e  b itte r  w inds becam e 
balm y breezes. T hus charm ed by N a tu re ’s sm iles, 
m any  of th e  delega tes and friends jou rneyed  to  
th e  s ite  of th e  M ashrak-el-Azkar, w hose g rea t 
dom e shall soon becom e th e  cen te r of all eyes in 
A m erica. T he location  is adm irable, and gazing 
o u t tow ard  th e  E ast, w ith  th e  reced ing  w aterline  
o f th e  g rea t L ake M ichigan in  perspective, it  
w as easy  to  th in k  of Acca and H aifa  in  th e  dis-



DELEGATES AND FRIENDS ASSEMBLED AT THE GEOME 
GREATEST NAME AS THEII
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tance. T he p ray e rs  th a t  w en t fo rth  th a t  m orning 
w ere surely  heard  hy Ahdul-Baha, whose Pres- 
ence w ith  us had been so constan tly  felt. I t  was 
as though  one w ere on holy ground, and  th e  
sam e sp iritua l exa lta tion  is ap p aren t th e re  as 
w hen ascending  old M ount Carmel. T hus does 
th e  hallow ed rad iance  of the old pass to  th e  new  
w hen used in  H is service, and “All th ings become 
new .”

Sidelights on the  Convention a re  as num erous 
as the  sw eet-singing birds by the lake th a t b rillian t 
m orning. M ention was m ade of th e  w eather hav
ing a divine wisdom. On the la s t day of the

DELEGATES AND FRIENDS VIEWING THE INTAKE FROM LAKE 
MICHIGAN OF THE FAMOUS DRAINAGE CANAL, 

NORTHEAST FROM TEMPLE SITE.

Convention, a t alm ost th e  concluding hour, it 
developed th a t because of hav ing  m islaid Mr. 
Jax o n ’s address, and w hile he w as w aiting  to 
h ear from  them , th e  S an itary  Comm ission had 
about decided th a t  the  B ahais did no t w an t the 
m odification in  p lans necessary  to  su it our pu r
poses, and if th e  w ea th e r had continued fair they  
w ould have tak en  up the w ork on the  canal in take  
in  such m anner th a t  we could n o t th en  have 
go tten  th e  desired  concessions. Only th e  unusual 
sto rm  had  delayed them , and  m eanw hile they  had  
located  him. In  h is ta lk , i t  developed th a t  th e  
ti tle  to  th e  Tem ple s ite  w as first in  th e  nam e of an 
Ind ian  g ir l nam ed “A rchangel”—one of th e  tr ib e  
of O uilm ette  (W ilm ette ), whose R eservation  was 
a t  one tim e upon th is  po in t of land.
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In  all th e  discussions, w hich wel-e e a rn es t and 
p artic ip a ted  in  by pow erful m inds and g rea t 
souls, th e re  w as a unan im ity  of action  w hich 
abundan tly  tes tified  to  th e  Pow er of the  W ord to  
b ring  about U nity. T here  w as no difference be
tw een  rich  and poor, learned  and  un le ttered . 
Indeed, th e  special fea tu res  of th e  m eetings w ere 
sh o rt ta lk s  by dear ones w ho explained th e ir  
inab ility  to  speak  eloquently , bu t w hose ea rn e s t
ness m ade up for th e ir  shortcom ings in rhetoric .

A descrip tion  of th e  Convention w ould be inade
quate  if it  failed to  include a m eed of p ra ise  for 
th e  m aste rfu l service of our B ro th er H all as 
C hairm an of its  B usiness Sessions. In  th e  m ajesty  
of sim ple love, and d isplaying an infinite degree 
of finesse, he guided our affairs safely p a s t th e  
im pending rocks of ou tside in terfe rence , and no 
th o u g h t of inharm ony m arred  th e  sym phony of 
H eavenly  M elodies. Joseph H . H annen.

Record of the Second Annual Convention of Bahai 
Temple Unity, held April 25 and 26, 1910.

MORNING SESSION.
Monday, Apish, 25, 1910.

In  C orinthian Hall, 11th Floor M asonic Temple, 
S ta te  and R andolph Streets.

T he C onvention w as opened by Mr. M ountfort 
Mills, P res id en t of B ahai Temple' U nity, read ing  
th e  follow ing T ab le t revealed  by A bdul-Baha:

H E  is OOD !
O m y G o d ! O m y G o d ! W e a re  se rv a n ts  w ho have 

sincere ly  tu rn e d  o u r faces u n to  T h y  G ran d  F ace, 
severed  ourse lves fro m  a ll  else sav e  T hee in  th is  G rea t 
D ay  an d  a re  assem b led  to g e th e r  in  th is  g lo rio u s m eet
ing  of one acco rd  an d  desire, a n d  u n an im o u s in  th o u g h t 
to  p ro m u lg a te  T hy  W ord  am id  T hy  c rea tu res .

O m y L o rd  ! O m y L o r d ! Suffer u s  to  be S igns of 
G uidance, S ta n d a rd s  of T hy  M an ifes t R e lig ion  th ro u g h 
o u t the  w orld , se rv a n ts  of T h y  G re a t C ovenant, O o u r 
E x a lte d  L o r d !— a p p ea ran ces  o f T h y  O neness in  Thy 
K ingdom , th e  E1-Ab h a , a n d  s ta r s  w h ich  daw n  fo rth  
un to  a ll  regions.

O L ord , m ak e  us a s  seas ro ilin g  w ith  th e  w av es o f 
T h y  G rea t A bundance, r iv e rs  flow ing fro m  th e  m oun
ta in s  of T hy  G lorious K ingdom , p u re  f ru i ts  on th e  
T ree  of T hy  I llu s tr io u s  C ause, p la n ts  re fre sh ed  an d  
m oved by  th e  B reeze o f h y  G ift in  T h y  w on d erfu l 
v ineyard .

O L ord, cau se  o u r sou ls to depend upon th e  signs 
of T h y  O neness, o u r h e a r ts  to  be d ila ted  w ith  th e  boun
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t ie s  o f T h y  S ingleness, so th a t  w e m a y  becom e u n ited  
a s  a re  ripp les on a  w av in g  se a  ; becom e harm o n ized  
a s  a re  th e  r a y s  w hich  shine fo rth  fro m  a  b r i ll ia n t  l ig h t ;  
so th a t  o u r th o u g h ts , opin ions an d  fee lings becom e as  
one re a lity , fro m  w hich  th e  sp ir it  of acco rd  m ay  be 
d iffused  th ro u g h o u t a ll  regions.

V erily , T hou a r t  T he B eneficent, T he B esto w er ! 
V erily  T hou a r t  T he G iver, T he M ighty, T he L oving, 
T he M ercifu l !

( S ig n e d ) A z d u l -B a h a  Ab b a s . 
The follow ing T ablet, sen t by A bdul-Baha for 

th is  C onvention w as th en  read  by Mrs. E va W eb
s te r  R ussell:

H E is  god !
T h ro u g h  h is h onor D r. P areed ,

To th e  beloved of God in A m erica.
U pon th em  be B a h a 'o'l l a h -61-Ab h a  !

O y e  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  o f  th e  K in g d o m  !
P ra ise  be to  God ! T he in fin ite  b o u n ty  of God h a th  

re su sc ita te d  th e  w hole w orld , an d  th e  E a s t  a n d  th e  
W e s t hav e  com e u n ited  w ith  th e  bond of th e  sum m ons 
of God.

T o day  th e  ca ll o f  th e  K in g d o m  of God h a th  reached  
th e  h e a r in g  of the  f a r  an d  n e a r  of a l l  th e  co n tin en ts  
o f  th e  w o rld  an d  th e  s ta n d a rd  of th e  so lid a r ity  of 
m an k in d  is he ld  a lo f t by  the  g ra sp  o f D ivine Pow er.

T he m elody of th e  E a s t  h a s  m ade joyous an d  h appy  
th e  W e s te rn  w orld , an d  th e  song  of th e  W e s t h a s  
p e n e tra te d  th e  e a rs  o f th e  E a s te rn  people.

F ro m  the- inception  of th e  w orld  u n til  now  th e re  h a s  
been no u n itin g  bond betw een  P e rs ia  an d  A m erica, an d  
com m unication  an d  co rrespondence n ev er tra n sp ire d  
betw een  these  tw o co un tries. N ow  consider w h a t a  
Joy  an d  b liss hav e  un ited  these  tw o reg ions in the  
sh o r te s t space  of tim e  ! W h a t a  r e a l  arid id ea l tie  
h a th  bound  these  to g e th e r  ! W h a t sp ir itu a l com m uni
c a tio n s  h av e  been rev ea led  ? A nd now  is on ly  the  
b eg inn ing  of th is  e a r ly  m o m  an d  th is  is only  th e  
re su lt  o f th e  tw ilig h t p reced ing  th e  daw n. Soon w ill 
th e  s ta r  of th is  u n ity  sh ine  fo r th  an d  flood a ll' th e  
ho rizons w ith  its  ligh t, a n d  p e rfe c t connection  an d  
rea l oneness be ob ta ined  in  a l l  th e  reg ions of th e  ea rth . 
B u t th e  speedy re a liz a tio n  o f these  hopes is dependent 
upon th is  : T h a t  th e  beloved of God in  th e  W est sha ll 
a r ise  in unison  w ith  p e rfe c t s tre n g th , g ird in g  the  lo ins 
o f endeavor in serv ice an d  p u ttin g  fo rth  th e ir  g re a te s t 
e ffo rt in th e  w a y  of u n ity  an d  love. T hey  m u st no t 
r e s t  a  m om en t n o r ta k e  a  b re a th  o f ease. N ay, ra th e r, 
n ig h t an d  d ay  m u st th e y  be striv ing , w o rk in g  an d  
se rv in g  ! A nd w ith  p e rfe c t severance, sp ir itu a lity  an d  
th e  b es t in te n t an d  e ffo rt m u s t th ey  h a s te n  to  p ro m u l
g a te  th e  D ivine T each ing , a n d  above a ll  th ey  m u st a c t 
acco rd in g  to  th e  p recep ts  an d  e x h o rta tio n s  of H is 
H o liness B a h a V l l a h , fo r  in  th is  cycle of B a h a 'o 'l l a h  
v e rb a l confessions a n d  acknow ledgm ents , l i te ra l  f a i th  
a n d  c e r ta in ty  a n d  e x te rn a l re la tio n s  a re  of no avail. 
N ay , r a th e r ,  th e  beloved of God an d  th e  m a id -se rv a n ts  
o f th e  M ercifu l m u st m a n ife s t such  a t t r ib u te s  an d  
e th ic a l conduct a s  to  em body an d  p erso n ify  th e  te a c h 
in g s o f B a h a 'o-’l l a h . T hey  m u st p ro m u lg a te  th e  law
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o i th e  K ingdom  w ith  deeds a n d  n o t w ords. T hu s m ay  
th ey  becom e th e  q u in tessence  o£ being, th e  sig n s o i 
th e  K ingdom  o i God, s ta n d a rd s  o f th e  Suprem e Con
course. M ay  ye be s a lu ta ry  w a te r  fo r  th e  th irs ty , an  
evidence of g u idance  fo r th e  seeker, p ro tec tio n  an d  
su p p o rt fo r  th e  help less, a  sh e lte r  an d  hom e fo r  th e  
w and erers , the  tr e a su ry  of the  K ingdom  fo r  th e  p o o r; 
th e  sou rce  of hope an d  hap p in ess fo r  th e  d isa p p o in te d ; 
th e  rem edy  of th e  h e a r t  an d  soul fo r  th e  a iling . 
M ay you m a n ife s t th e  u tm o st o f k indness to th e  h u m an  
r a c e ; to w eep w ith  h im  w ho m o u rn e th  an d  to lau g h  
w ith  h im  w ho re jo ic c th ; sy m p a th iz in g  w ith  th e  h e lp 
le s s ; in com m union with the wanderer; a  f rie n d  to  
th e  f rien d  an d  foe.

O ye beloved  of A b d u l-B a h a ! T he beloved of God 
a n d  the  m a id -se rv a n ts  o f th e  M ercifu l in ten d  to  found 
a  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r in Chicago. T hey h av e  se n t to  u s 
n um erous p lans, th a t  one m ay  be accep ted  a n d  th e  
edifice be b u ilt accord ing ly . N ow  th e  fu n d s m u st be 
accum ulated , the  lan d  en tire ly  p a id  fo r an d  the  neces
s a ry  p re p a ra tio n s  fo r bu ild ing  m ade an d  th en  th e  acces
so ry  m a tte rs  considered . T herefore , m ak e  ye a n  effo rt 
an d  show  ye  zeal th a t  th e  p rice  o f th e  lan d  be fu lly  
d isch arg ed  an d  th e  m ean s fo r  th e  edifice procured .

T he beloved in  th e  B a s t  a re  s tr iv in g  w ith  h e a r t  an d  
soul to co n tr ib u te  to  the  b es t o f th e ir  ab ility , a lth o u g h  
th e  in te rn a l conditions of P e r s ia  have, d u rin g  th e  la s t  
few  y ea rs , been exceed ing ly  d istu rbed . T h is  revo lu tion  
affec ted  a ll  conditions an d  w a lk s  o f life. T here  h a s  been 
no ag ricu ltu re , no tra d e  an d  no c o m m erce ; n ay , ra th e r , 
in a l l  th e  p rov inces th e re  h av e  been p o litica l d isp u tes 
an d  q u a r re ls  betw een  th e  tw o p artie s , nam ely , th e  
n a tio n a lis ts  an d  th e  c o n s titu tio n a lis ts . T hus, th ey  hav e  
been w holly  occupied w ith  th e ir  ow n a ffa irs . N o tw ith 
s ta n d in g  th is, th ey  have  str iv en  to  co n tr ib u te  to  th e  
M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r in_C hicago  acco rd in g  to  th e ir  bes t 
ab ility , a n d  th ey  w ill nev er be found  w a n t in g ! 
I f  P e r s ia  shou ld  o b ta in  o rder, th e  beloved th e re  w ill 
m ak e  a  w o rth y  co n tribu tion .

A nd I  sup p lica te  th e  K ingdom  of God to a id  an d  
confirm  you.

U pon ye be B a h a ’o’l l a h -cI-Ab h a !
( S ig n e d ) A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

(T ra n s la te d  by  D r. A m een U. F areed , M arch  18, 
1910.)

Mr. M ills th en  delivered  th e  opening address. 
H e paid tr ib u te  to  th e  sp irit of sacrifice w hich 
had  been m an ifested  by all in  laboring  for th e  
M ashrak-el-Azkar and said  th a t  th e  rea l bu ild ing  
of th e  Tem ple is going on rig h t now in our 
h e a rts ; th a t  th e  Tem ple is to  be b u t an outw ard  
expression  of th e  sp iritua l u n ity  am ong us. T his 
sp iritua l u n ity  w ill increase  w ith  our grow th. May 
i t  ever rem ain  the  m an ifest sign of th e  love of 
God in  th e  h e a rt of hum anity .

The firs t business to  come before th e  Conven
tion  w as th e  elec tion  of a chairm an.
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On m otion by Mr. H annen, duly seconded by 
Mr. H oar and unanim ously  carried , Mr. A lbert H. 
H all, of M inneapolis, w as elected  chairm an  of 
th e  Convention.

A ddress by Mr. H all: “God chooses the  w eak
th in g s to  confound th e  m ighty. You have m ade 
th e  choice of a w eak in strum en t. I  feel very  
w eak and lowly, as nothing, and I would no t bear 
th e  responsib ility  of th is  place w ere I no t pos
sessed  w ith  th e  sense of my own em ptiness, seek 
ing  only the inpouring  of H is Sp irit, s tren g th  and 
wisdom . T his C onvention bu t now called  to  order, 
h a s  been in conscious, s ilen t session  fo r several 
hours. T here  is no need of any  in troduction . 
T he opening of th is  C onvention w as sung  in the  
h e a r t of every  one of you who tu rn ed  h is face to 
the E a s t th is  m orning, and if you did no t then  
ca tch  th e  m essage of love and un ity  in  all its  
fu llness, it  has beau tifu lly  sounded in your ears 
a s  the  in sp iring  T ab le t has been read. T here  is 
no o ther -word to  be u tte red . I t  is for us now to 
add ress  ourselves d irec tly  to  th e  w ork in  hand. 
W e a re  h ere  rep resen tin g  th e  B ahai A ssem blies 
th roughou t A m erica and  C anada, to  b ring  hom e 
th e  sub s tan tia l offerings of our sacrifice, to  en
courage each  o th e r w ith  th e  rep o rt of our w ork—• 
n o t to  boast or over-sta te  it. W e m ust face H is 
T ru th  ju s t a s  it  is. Do no t le t us delude our
selves. T hey  are  th e  w o rst deluded in  th e  w orld 
who a re  self-deluded. W e are  n o t a fra id  nor 
asham ed  of th e  situa tion , b u t of ourselves—th a t  is 
all. L e t us seek know ledge w ith th e  lig h t of 
T ru th  and th e  T ru th  shall m ake us free .”

On m otion of Mr. Mills, w hich w as duly 
seconded and unanim ously  carried , Mr. B ernard
M. Jacobsen, S ecre ta ry  of the E xecutive B oard 
of B ahai Tem ple U nity , w as elec ted  S ecre ta ry  of 
th e  Convention and M iss G ertrude B uikem a was 
e lec ted  as h is a ss is tan t.

The C hairm an th en  called  upon th e  S ecre tary  
fo r th e  ro ll call of th e  delegates and th e  following 
w ere p resen t:
M ilw aukee, W is ..................................M rs. C h a rlo tte  M orton
R acine , W is ......................................... Mr. M agnus P ou lsen
D enver, C o lo ......... (A lte rn a te )  M rs. C ecilia  M. H a rr is o n
A kron, O h io ..........................................Mr. R u sse ll L. B rooker
B a ltim o re , M d ....................... ...........Mr. E d w a rd  D. S truven
C incinnati, O h io ............................M rs. A nnie L. P a rm e rto n
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.M rs. M arie  A. W atso nL ansing , Mich. i
S u g ar G rove, Penn.
M ontrea l, C a n a d a .....................P ro f . H en ry  F . A rm stro n g
D ixon, 111................................................M rs. M arie  L. H opper
B oston, M a ss ............................................Mr. H a r la n  F . O ber
Spokane, W a s h ................................M rs. A n n a  B elle  K illius
P o rtlan d , O re g o n .. .  (A lte rn a te )  M iss S ophia E n g e lh o rn
P h ilad e lp h ia , P e n n . ..........................................................................

................ (A lte rn a te )  M rs. Is a b e lla  D. B ritt in g h a m
F ru itp o r t, M ic h ............................................Mr. Jo h n  D erem o
S eattle , W a s h .............................................. Mr. Jo h n  A. F in ch
N ew  Y ork, N. Y ....................  i  M iss A nnie T. B oy lan

(M r. M o u n tfo rt M ills
N ew  Y ork, N. Y . . .  (A lte rn a te )  M r. P e rcy  F . W oodcock
M uskegon, M ich ..............................M rs. A m b ro sia  S an fo rd
B angor, Mich. \  M r ^ rr.nr> q. T.a™
L aw rence , M ich J ................................... ‘ J:Syron ■L,ane
I th a c a , N. Y .................. (A lte rn a te )  Mr. H oy C. W ilhelm
W ash in g to n , D. C ......................... lì.M rs. C lau d ia  S. Coles

' j Mr. Jo seph  H . H annen
N o rth  H udson , N. J. )

.M r. W illiam  H . H o a rJe rs e y  C ity, N. J.
N ew ark , N. J.
M ontc la ir, N. J.
B rooklyn, N. Y .. . . . . .  (A l te rn a te )1 Mr. W illiam  H. H o a r
O akland , C a l ...................................................M rs. L e lia  Shuey
G enoa Jun c tio n , W is ......................... Mr. C harles S. H a rg is
B rooklyn, N. Y .............................. M rs. C h a rles  L. L inco ln
Jo hnstow n , N. Y.
H udson, N. Y.
U tica , N. Y.
C linton, N. Y.
C ortlan d , N . Y.
Oswego, N. Y.
B uffalo, N . Y.
M inneapolis, M inn.................................... Mr. A lb e rt H. H a ll
N ew  Y ork M ills, M inn......................... ............. Mr. O laf P a ry
Chicago, 111..........................................i ^ rS ,4Cy inna rJi rUe»’ ( Mr. A rth u r  S. A gnew
K enosha, W is ................................M r. B e rn a rd  M. Jaco b sen

.M iss E lla  C. Q u an t

The follow ing delegates w ere absen t:
D enver, C o lo rad o .....................................M rs. A. M. B ry a n t
G ra n d  R apids, M ich.................... M iss M a rg a re t T hom pson
P o rtla n d , O reg o n .....................................M rs. M ary  M. R ab b
C leveland, O h io ................................ D r. C ha rles M. Sw ingle
Ith a c a , N. Y.........................................M rs. G eorge S. H opper
B uffalo, N. Y............................................. Mr. P ra n k  D. C la rk
P h ilad e lp h ia , P a .....................................M rs. M a ry  J . R evell
U rb an a , 111........................................... M rs. W . E rn e s t  K elley
N ew  Y ork, N. Y............. (A lte rn a te )  M rs. M ary  H. F o rd

Mr. B ernard . M. Jacobsen , Secre tary , p resen ted  
a  com plete and graphic  sum m ary  of th e  w ork of 
th e  y ear done by th e  E xecutive Board. I t  w as an 
in sp iring  fea tu re  of th e  C onvention. T he follow
ing  is a b rie f condensation :

T he E x ecu tiv e  B oard , im m ed ia te ly  upon its  o rg an i
za tio n  a  y e a r  ago, took  up  a t  once th e  ta s k  of accom 
p lish in g  th e  p u rch ase  o f th e  chosen site  fo r  th e  
A m erican  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r. M r. H a ll, Mr. M ills
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a n d  Mr. Jaco b sen  w ere  appo in ted  a  com m ittee  to do 
th a t  w o rk . O n th e  d ay  of th e ir  app o in tm en t, they  
beg an  n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  th e  a g en ts  o f th e  ow ner. The 
com m ittee  w a s  p laced  in  possession  of m o st va lu ab le  
an d  tru s tw o r th y  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  th e  a c tu a l va lu e  of 
th is  a n d  su rro u n d in g  p ro p erty , an d  w as ab le  to en te r  
in to  n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  fu ll know ledge of th e  s itu a tio n , 
so th a t  l i t t le  tim e w as  lo s t betw een  th e  c o n tra c tin g  
p a r tie s  in  n ego tia tion .

T he op tion  on tw elve  lots, of th e  t r a c t  p rev iously  
ta k e n  by  Mr. H a ll in  the  n am e  of M rs. T ru e  p roved  
v a lu ab le  in  fixing th e  price. T he com m ittee  m ade an  
offer of $32,500 fo r  th e  en tire  tr a c t ,  inc lud ing  th e  
tw elve  lo ts  u n d e r th e  option.

T h is offer w as accep ted  an d  a  c o n tra c t p rov id ing  for 
th e  p ay m en t of $5,000 every  s ix  m onths, an d  inte.M St, 
com m encing Ju ly  i ,  1909, w as  en te red  into. A ll p ay 
m en ts  hav e  been p ro m p tly  m et, a s  w e h av e  been a d 
v ised  by th e  t r e a s u re r ’s repo rt. T he conveyanc ing  h as 
been in th e  h an d s  of Mr. G reenacre, a n  em inen t a t to r 
ney  of C hicago, by  w hom  every  in te re s t h a s  been m ost 
c a re fu lly  sa feg u a rd ed . T itle  is secured  to  M rs. T rue, 
Mr. A gnew  a n d  Mr. Ja co b sen  w ho com prise  th e  T em ple 
T reasu ry . T hey  have  dec la red  a  tru s t, by  a p p ro p ria te  
conveyance, in fav o r o f B a h a i T em ple U nity , a  cor
p o ra tion .

A re lig ious in co rp o ra tio n  w as  effected u n d er th e  law s 
of I llin o is  in th e  nam e “B a h a i T em ple U n ity .”

To th e  sam e tru s te e s  w ere  du ly  conveyed th e  tw o 
lo ts  h e re to fo re  p u rch ased  in th e  sam e t r a c t  an d  held  
by  th e  H ouse of S p iritu a lity  of Chicago.

A s soon a s  n eg o tia tio n s  fo r  the  p u rc h a se  h a d  been 
com pleted, n eg o tia tio n s  w ere  ta k e n  up w ith  th e  D ra in 
ag e  B o ^ rd  of th e  S a n ita ry  D is tr ic t of C hicago, an d  
w ith  th e  T ru s tees  o f th e  V illage  of W ilm ette  fo r  th e  
purpose  o f se cu rin g  th e  v a c a tio n  of a lley s  d iv id ing  our 
t r a c t  an d  of ch an g in g  th e  course  of S h erid an  R oad  to 
avo id  a  sh a rp  co rner a t  o u r p ro p erty , a n d  to give 
th e  ro a d  a  m ore des irab le  d irection.

T hese n eg o tia tio n s w ere  la te r  ta k e n  up  an d  hav e  been 
c a rr ie d  on w ith  g r e a t  success by Mr. H onoré  Jax o n , 
w hose re p o rt thereon  covers th a t  b ra n c h  of th e  w ork.

M essrs. H a ll an d  R em ey w ere  appo in ted  a n  A rch itec
tu ra l  an d  B u ild in g  C om m ittee, an d  to  th e  ca ll issued  
by  th em  to th e  a rc h ite c ts  of A m erica, th e re  have  been 
su b m itted  seven se ts  of b e a u tifu l designs fo r  th e  Tem ple 
by em inen t a rc h ite c ts  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s  an d  C anada, 
n a m e ly :

Mr. R em ey of W ash in g to n , Mr. B uffington of M inne
apolis, Mr. B ru sh  of C hicago, Mr. L inco ln  of B rooklyn, 
Mr. W oodw ard of W ash in g to n , a  b eau tifu l an d  elabo 
ra te  design u n d e r a  nom  de p lum e by  a n  em inen t a rc h i
te c t of 'New Y ork  C ity, an d  b y  Mr. M axw ell of M ontrea l.

T hese b eau tifu l designs a re  in  th em se lves a  rev e la 
tion . N o selection  h a s  y e t been m ad e  fro m  these 
con trib u tio n s . O th er a rc h ite c ts  hav e  m ade ap p lica tio n  
to  su b m it p lans, an d  th e  en tire  su b je c t is  s till before  
th e  B o a rd  fo r fu tu re  conference a n d  action . All p la n s  
w ill be su b m itted  to  A b d u l-B ah a  a n d  th e  fu lle s t con
ference  h a d  to th e  end th a t  th e  final selection  m ay  
m eet w ith  u n ited  app ro v a l.

T he E xecu tiv e  B o a rd  h a s  w orked  o u t a  p la n  of co r
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respondence so t h a t  i t  is p ra c tic a lly  in  con tinuous 
session. M otions a n d  p ropositions su b m itted  to an y  
m em ber a re  fo rw ard ed  to th e  p re sid en t a n d  se c re ta ry , 
a n d  th en  by th e  sh o r te s t m ail route, a re  p assed  to a ll 
th e  m em bers of the  B o a rd  w ho endorse th e reo n  th e ir  
judgm en t, ap p ro v in g  or d isapprov ing , a n d  upon con
cu rrence  du ly  asce rta in e d , th e  m a tte r  is en te red  on 
th e  m in u tes  a n d  becom es th e  ac tio n  of th e  B oard . 
T hu s fa r , a ll m a tte rs  hav e  been d e te rm in ed  u n a n i
m ously, an d  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th a t  m an y  v ex a tio u s  
questions have  come before  th e  B oard , w e h av e  a lw a y s  
reach ed  u n ited  action .

F o u r  m eetings of th e  B o a rd  d u rin g  th e  y e a r  have  
been a tte n d e d  by  a  quorum  thereof. T h is h a s  been 
done a t  considerab le  sacrifice  an d  expense to  th e  m em 
bers, M rs. G oodall tra v e lin g  fro m  San F ran c isco , M rs. 
P a rm e r  ton  f ro m  C incinnati, Mr. H a ll fro m  M inneapolis 
a n d  Mr. Ja co b sen  fro m  K enosha.

T he in ju n c tio n  to  beg in  no bu ild in g  o p e ra tio n s u n til 
the  site  h a s  been fu lly  pa id  fo r  h a s  been accep ted  a s  
th e  se ttled  policy of th e  B o a rd  a n d  a ll  e ffo rts w ill be 
ad d ressed  to th e  speedy p a y m e n t of th e  p u rch ase  p rice  
an d  the  se cu rin g  of the  s ite  an d  sa fe g u a rd in g  i t  fro m  
su rro u n d in g s th a t  w ou ld  b lem ish  it.

H e re a f te r, th e  B a h a i N e w s , w ill be th e  o rg an  of 
com m unication  an d  a ll f rien d s m ay  look th e re in  fo r  
re g u la r  an d  period ic  in fo rm ation .

B ern a u d  M. J a c o b s e n , S e c r e t a r y .  

On m otion of Miss Boylan, duly seconded by 
Mr. Ober, and unanim ously  carried , th e  rep o rt of 
th e  Secretary  of th e  E xecutive B oard of B ahai 
Tem ple U nity  w as accepted  and i t  w as requested  
th a t  it  should be placed on file.

T he follow ing T ab le ts w ere read  by Mr. H annen :
To h is h onor .Am een,* T eheran . U pon h im  be B a h a -

O'LLAH-el-ABHA !
HE IS GOD !

O t h o u  s p i r i t u a l  A m e e n !
In  a ll  th e  w orld  of c rea tio n  a l l  th e  e x is te n t be ings 

a re  in the  u tm o s t connection. T hrough  th is  connection, 
m u tu a l he lp fu ln ess a n d  co -opera tion  is rea lized . T h is  
m u tu a l h e lp fu lness an d  co -opera tion  is th e  o rig in  o f 
th e  conserva tion  of th e  fo rces of life. I f  fo r  one in s ta n t  
th is  m u tu a l he lp fu ln ess an d  co -opera tion  w ere  c u t off 
fro m  the  sou rces an d  re a litie s  of th ings, a ll th e  e x is te n t 
beings a n d  th in g s w ould  be th ro w n  in to  confusion  an d  
chaos an d  be reduced  to n o th in g n ess a n d  an n ih ila tio n . 
F o r  instance, fro m  th e  b re a th  of th e  a n im a ls  a  w a te ry  
elem ent, ca lled  hydrogen , an d  carbon  is ex h a led  an d  
th is  is th e  life  p rinc ip le  of th e  vegetab le  kingdom . 
F ro m  th e  veg e tab le  k ingdom  an d  th e  trees, a  fiery 
elem ent, ca lled  oxygen, is  e m itted  an d  th is  becom es 
th e  cau se  of th e  m ain ten an ce  o f th e  life  of th e  a n im a l 
kingdom . In  such a  m anner, m u tu a l he lp fu ln ess an d  
co -opera tion  is rea lized  co n tin u a lly  betw een  a ll  th e  
e x is te n t beings. L ikew ise, th e  g re a te s t  in te r-re la tio n

♦One of the  ven erab le  teach e rs  of th e  E a s t.
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a n d  com m unication  ex is ts  betw een  th e  sons of men, 
w ith o u t w hich  peace, life  a n d  ex istence  is e n tire ly  im 
possible. F o r  a  soul independen t of a ll  th e  o th e r  sou ls 
a n d  w ith o u t receiving' a s s is ta n c e  fro m  o th e r  sources 
c a n n o t live fo r  th e  tw ink ling’ o f an  ey e ; nay , ra th e r , 
he  w ill becom e n o n -ex is ten t an d  reduced  to  n o th in g 
ness ; e specia lly  am ong  th e  believers of God betw een  
Whom m a te r ia l  an d  sp ir itu a l com m unication  is devel
oped up to  th e  h ig h es t po in t of perfec tion . I t  is th is  
re a l  com m unication , the  e ssen tia l necessity  an d  re q u ire 
m en t of w hich  is th e  m u tu a l help fu lness, co-operation  
a n d  confirm ation . W ith o u t th e  com plete es tab lish m en t 
o f  th is  d iv ine  p rin c ip le  in th e  h e a r ts  of th e  frien d s  of 
God, n o th in g  c a n  be accom plished, fo r  th ey  a re  th e  
h y a c in th s  of one g arden , th e  w aves of one sea, th e  
s ta r s  o f one heaven  a n d  th e  ra y s  o f one sun. F ro m  
every  s ta n d p o in t th e  essen tia l un ity , th e  lum inous un ity , 
th e  re lig ious u n ity  an d  th e  m a te r ia l u n ity  a re  founded 
a n d  o rgan ized  betw een  them .

In  these  tim es th e  u tm o s t hope a n d  w ish  of th e  
fr ie n d s  o f th e  W e s t is  th e  erec tion  of th e  M a sh rak -e l- 
A z k a r  an d  in th o se  reg ions th e  m a te r ia ls  fo r  c o n s tru c 
tio n  an d  b u ild ing  a re  expensive an d  costly  ; a  la rg e  
su m  o f m oney  is needed fo r  th e  bu ild in g  of a  re s i
dence— th en  how  m uch m o re  is needed  fo r  th e  fo u n d a 
tio n  of th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r w h ich  m u s t be erec ted  
W ith th e  u tm o s t sp lendor, b e a u ty  a n d  m agnificence. 
T herefo re , th e  frien d s  of God m u st a r ise  in every  p a r t  
o f  th e  w o rld  to  ra ise  co n trib u tio n s an d  w ith  th e ir  
h e a r ts  an d  sou ls s tr iv e  to  g a th e r  these  fu n d s to  be 
se n t to  th e  O ccident th a t  i t  m ay  becom e know n an d  
ev iden t th ro u g h o u t th e  u n iv erse  th a t  th e  B a h a is  of 
th e  E a s t  an d  W e s t a re  a s  m em bers of one household  
a n d  th e  ch ild ren  of th e  one L ord . T he T u rk s  an d  th e  
P e rs ia n s , th e  P a rse e  a n d  th e  A m ericans, th e  H indu  
a n d  th e  A frican s, a ll  of th em  a re  one a rm y  an d  one 
co h o rt an d  w ith o u t an y  co n sid era tio n  th ey  a r ise  fo r 
th e  a s s is ta n c e  an d  a id  o f each o ther.

T h is p ra ise w o rth y  m ovem ent is  beloved a n d  accep ted  
in  th e  T h resh o ld  of th e  F o rg iv in g  L ord . T ru ly , I  say , 
in  the  erec tion  of th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r in Ish k ab ad , 
th e  frien d s  of God hav e  la id  th e  fo u n d a tio n  of th e  
o n e n e s s  o f th e  k ingdom  of h u m a n ity  a n d  th ey  w orked  
nobly  to g e th e r  u n til now  an d  i t  is n e a r ly  com pleted. 
P ra is e  be to  God, th a t  a t  th is  m om en t f ro m  every  
c o u n try  in  th e  w orld, acco rd in g  to th e ir  v a rio u s  m eans, 
co n tr ib u tio n s a re  co n tin u a lly  being  se n t to w a rd  th e  
fu n d  of th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r in A m erica.

Convey th e  g ra ti tu d e  o f  A b d u l-B ah a  to  a l l  th e  frien d s 
o f God in  th is  service.

In  re a li ty  th is  m a g n a n im ity  o f th e  believ ers  is  w o rth y  
of g re a t  p ra ise  an d  th an k fu ln ess , fo r  f ro m  T eheran , 
K o ro san , S h iraz , J a h ra m , E sp h ah an , even fro m  the  
to w n s an d  v illag es of K h o rassan , S h iraz  an d  Y azd 
c o n tr ib u tio n s  w ere  sent. T h is  donation  in th e  p a th  of 
th e  O rb of R egions is conducive to th e  h ap p in ess of th e  
souls o f th e  sp ir itu a l ones..

F ro m  th e  D ay  of A dam  u n til now such  a n  even t h a s  
n ever even been w itn essed  by  m en, th a t  fro m  th e  f a r th e r 
m o st c o u n try  o f A sia  co n tr ib u tio n s w ere  fo rw ard ed  to 
th e  fa r th e rm o s t co u n try  of A m erica. F ro m  R angoon, 
Ind ia , d o n a tio n s  a re  se n t to  C hicago, an d  fro m  Ja h ra m , 
a  l i t t le  v illag e  o f S h iraz  a n d  K heiro l-G o ra  of T arsh iz ,
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m oney is tr a n sm itte d  fo r  th e  - M a sh ra k -e P A z k a r  in  
A m erica. T h is is  th ro u g h  th e  b o u n ty  a n d  prov idence 
of the  B lessed  P erfec tio n , th e  a s s is ta n c e  a n d  confirm a
tio n  of th e  Sun of T ru th  an d  th e  v ic to ry  an d  triu m p h  
of th e  L u m in a ry  o f E ffu lgence  w ho h a s  u n ite d  so m a rv e l
ously  the  reg ions of th e  w o rld  to g e th er. G lory  belongs 
to th e  L o rd  o f H o s ts  S overe ign ty  belongs to  th e  Com 
p a ss io n a te  God, P ow er a n d  M igh t belongs to  th e  L iving, 
S e lf-su b siste n t O ne w ho h a s  u n ited  th e  people o f th e  
w orld  a n d  assem b led  th em  to g e th e r  like u n to  th e  
b r i ll ia n t  s ta r s  o f th e  horizon  of ad o ra tio n .

O m y God ! O m y God ! F a v o r  belongs to Thee, 
G enerosity  belongs to  Thee, P ra is e  belongs to T hee 
a n d  G lorification  is Thine, fo r  th a t  w h ich  T hou h a s t 
bestow ed  upon these  in d ig en t ones, g ra n te d  a  re fuge  
an d  a sy lu m  to  th ese  w e a k  ones in  th e  cave o f T hy 
p ro tec tio n  an d  p rese rv a tio n , a s s is te d  th em  in  th e  se r
vice of T hy  C ause a n d  confirm ed th em  in  th e  w orsh ip  
o f T hy  E x a lte d  T hresho ld . O L o rd  ! T hey  hav e  sa c ri
ficed th e ir  belong ings a n d  sou ls in  T h y  path , co n tr ib u te d  
fo r  love of T hee an d  m issed  no chance  o r  o p p o rtu n ity  
in  sp read in g  T h y  Signs, d iffusing  T hy  W ord, p rom ul
g a tin g  T hy  N am e am ong  T hy  se rv a n ts  a n d  p ro c la im in g  
T h y  w onders am ong  T hy  c rea tu res.

V erily  T hou a r t  th e  P ow erfu l, th e  M ighty, th e  M ost 
H igh, th e  O m nip resen t a n d  v e rily  T hou a r t  th e  C lem ent 
an d  the  M ost M ercifu l !

{ S i g n e d )  A bd u b -B a h a  A b b a s .
(T ra n s la te d  by  M irza  A hm ad  Sohrab, A pril 19, 1910, 

W ash ing ton , D. C.)
E x tra c t from  a T ablet to h is honor E bn Abhar.*
E x p la in  to th e  people th e  d e ta ils  o f th e  M ash rak -e l- 

A z k a r  in C hicago a n d  te ll th em  how  c o n tr ib u tio n s  a re  
received fro m  th e  E a s t  a n d  th e  W est. F o r  exam ple, a t  
th is  m om ent fo u r co n tr ib u tio n s w ere  received  in one 
d ay  fro m  R angoon, B om bay  ( In d ia ) ,  J a h ra m  of S h iraz  
a n d  K heiro l-G o ra  of K h o ra ssa n  fo r  th e  M ashrak-e l- 
A z k a r  of A m erica  a n d  w ere  fo rw ard ed  to th e ir  d e s tin a 
tion.

T ru ly , I  say , th e  frien d s o f God d isp layed  w onderfu l 
g en e ro sity  in re g a rd  to  th e  co n trib u tio n s fo r  th e  M ash- 
rak -e l-A zk ar. T hey  d isp layed  m a g n a n im ity  a t  a n y  cost 
to  such a n  e x te n t th a t  som e of th em  sold  p o rtio n s  of 
th e ir  c lo th in g  on th e  s tree ts . T h is is  th ro u g h  th e  P ow er 
of th e  C ovenan t of God, fo r u n til  th is  day  a n  even t of 
th is  c h a ra c te r  h a s  n ev e r tra n sp ire d  th a t  fro m  th e  E a s t  
a n d  A sia  co n trib u tio n s w ere  fo rw ard ed  to  th e  W e s t fo r  
th e  bu ild in g  of a  Tem ple. V erily  th is  is a  cause  of 
as to n ish m en t fo r  th e  people of perception .

{ S ig n e d )  A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .
(T ra n s la te d  by  M irza  A hm ad  Sohrab, A p ril 19, 1910.) 
Mrs. T rue , F inancia l Secre tary , p resen ted  th e  

follow ing rep o rt:
A t th e  close of the  C onvention  o f 1909, th e  fo rm er 

T re a s u re r  o f th e  T em ple F u n d  tu rn e d  over to  th e  new ly 
appo in ted  T re a su re r  of B a h a i T em ple U n ity  th e  sum

♦A nother of th e  v en e rab le  te a c h e rs  o f th e  E a s t .



16 B A H A I  N E W S

of $3,666.44, a n d  th e  rece ip ts  fro m  M arch  21, 1909, to 
A p ril 23, 1910, am o u n t to  $20,397.95.

The co n tr ib u tio n s se n t fro m  the  O rien t am o u n t to 
$7,092.85. T hese cam e fro m  Ind ia , P e rs ia , T urkey , 
S y ria , P a le s tin e , R u s s ia  an d  E g yp t. E u ro p e  an d
A m erica  co n tr ib u te d  $7,638.66. The fo llow ing  c ities  of 
E u ro p e  se n t co n tr ib u tio n s : B erlin , G erm an y  ; Con
sta n tin o p le , T u rk ey  ; P a r is  an d  D enan, F ra n c e  ; London, 
E n g la n d . E v en  th e  l i t t le  isle of th e  sea, M auritiu s, 
knew  o f th is  g r e a t  w orld  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r an d  se n t 
h e r  g ift. “F ro m  G reen lan d ’s icy m o u n ta in s  to  In d ia ’s 
c o ra l  s tr a n d ,” lite ra lly , h av e  com e con tribu tions . 
C a n a d a  on th e  n o rth , o ld Mexico C ity  on th e  sou th , 
H a w a iia n  Is la n d s  on th e  w e s t h av e  a ll added  th e ir  
g if ts  a n d  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  th e  fo llow ing  p laces 
hav e  se n t co n tr ib u tio n s :
A kron , Ohio. 
A naconda , M ont. 
A n aco rtes , W ash . 
A rle ta , Ore. 
B a ltim o re , Md. 
B oston, M ass.
B e a r  L ake, Penn. 
B uffalo , N. Y. 
B rooklyn , N. Y. 
B angor, Mich. 
C ortlan d , N. Y. 
C la rk s to w n , W ash. 
C linchton, A la. 
Chicago, 111. 
C leveland, Ohio. 
C incinnati, Ohio. 
C ongress P a rk , 111. 
Clyde, 111.
D ayton , W ash . 
D enver, Colo.
D ixon, 111.
E n te rp r ise , K an. 
E nglew ood, N. J. 
E lio t, Me.
F ru itp o r t , Mich. 
F e rn a n d in a , F la . 
G enoa Ju n c tio n , W is. 
G ra n d  R apids, Mich. 
G oblesville, Mich. 
N o rth  H udson , N. Y. 
H a rv a rd , 111.

H oughton , Mich.
I th a c a , N . Y. 
Jo hnstow n , N. Y. 
K enosha, W is.
L a rtin e , Ore.
L on g  B each, Cal.
L os A ngeles, Cal. 
M ilw aukee, W is. 
M inneapolis, Minn. 
M uskegon, Mich. 
N ew ark , N . J .
N ew port, V t.
N ew  Y ork  M ills, Minn. 
N ew  Y ork, N. Y. 
O ak land , Cal.
P a sa d e n a , Cal. 
P h ilad e lp h ia , Penn. 
P o rtla n d , Ore.
P ittsb u rg , Penn.
R acine, W is.
Sandusky , Ohio.
S eattle , W ash .
Spokane, W ash .
S lade’s C orner, W is.
St. Louis, Mo.
T urk , W ash .
W a lla  W alla , W ash . 
W ash ing ton , D. C. 
W estfield ,. M ass. 
W es te rn  Springs, 111.

T he b lessin g  boxes d is tr ib u te d  by  M rs. A nnie L. P a r -  
m erto n , o f  C incinnati, h av e  p roved a  v e ry  h ap p y  idea  
a n d  th e  sum s g a th e re d  hy  th em  in d ica te  a n  ab u n d an ce  
o f  b lessings. The w idow ’s q u ilt fund, in  ch arg e  of 
M rs. C lau d ia  S tu a r t  Coles, h a s  add ed  qu ite  a  su m  
to  th e  fund. T he sa le  of M rs. L ouise R . W a ite ’s hym n- 
books is c o n s ta n tly  b rin g in g  re tu rn s , every  pen n y  of 
w hich  is  ded ica ted  to  th e  T em ple F u n d . T he B a h a i 
S u n d ay  Schools th ro u g h o u t th e  A ssem blies show  by  
th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n s th a t  th e  h e a r ts  of th e  ch ild ren  a re  
a flam e fo r  th e  M ashrak -e l-A zkar.

T he O rien ta l B a h a is  send  th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n s firs t 
to  A cca a n d  A b d u l-B ah a  sends th em  to  A m erica. T hus 
th ey  com e ju s t  like th e  life -g iv ing  b lood p u lsa tin g  from  
th e  v e ry  h e a r t  of th e  un iverse. A b d u l-B ah a  te lls  u s



i t  is  n o t so m uch th e  am o u n t of th e  g if t  a s  th e  love 
o f th e  h e a r t  p ro m p tin g  th e  g ift.

D u rin g  th e  C onvention  $921.50 w a s  con tribu ted .
Co r in n e  T r u e , F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y .  

H r. H all to ld  th e  s to ry  of the  offering of a poor 
w idow in th e  O rient, who ea rn s  a few  pennies a 
day by bak ing  and selling  coarse  bread. She pro
te s ted  ag a in s t th e  seem ing sligh t in  n o t being 
asked  to con tribu te  to  th e  A m erican M ashrak-el- 
A zkar. She had  no m oney to  give, so took an 
old earrin g  from  her ear, sold i t  and proudly 
b rough t h e r offering to  th e  Tem ple fund, rem ark 
ing: “See! The good God in  H is bounty  gives us
all som eth ing  we can sp are .”

Mrs. Coles to ld  th e  sto ry  of th e  w idow ’s m ite 
and the  s ta r t  of th e  qu ilt fund.

Mrs. P arm erto n , as C hairm an of th e  W ays and 
M eans Com m ittee, gave an  accoun t of th e  b less
ing  boxes. She also s ta ted  th a t  these  boxes had 
been  donated  by tw o P resb y te rian s, who, in  addi
tion  to  th is gift, had  con tribu ted  tow ard  the 
postage fund in sending  them  th rough  th e  m ail to 
th e  various cen ters.

T his w as followed by th e  C hairm an read ing  a 
le tte r , accom panying a  contribu tion , w hich had  
been sen t by a devout C atholic, b rea th in g  a  beau
tiful, generous spirit.

L e tte rs  from  th e  Pacific C oast and th e  H aw aiian  
Is lands w ere read. Also th e  follow ing from  Mr. 
T horn ton  Chase:
T hrough  Mr. Jo h n  A. F inch , o f S eattle , W ash ., to  the 

B a h a i F rie n d s  g a th e re d  in  C hicago, w ho h av e  p laced  
th e ir  t r u s t  in th e  W o rd  of God, a re  firm  in  th e  Cove
n a n t  and. liv in g  citizens in  th e  K ingdom  of God. 

D e a r  F e l l o w - S e r v a n t s  i n  t h e  N a m e  o f  G o d :
T his is a  w o rd  of g ree tin g  a n d  co n g ra tu la tio n  to  you 

in th is  tim e of rejoicing. I  long to  h e a r  y o u r g la d  voices 
a n d  see the  lig h t of a s su ra n c e  sh in ing  in  y o u r  faces, 
a n d  I  am  w ith  you in  sp ir it  in y o u r F e a s t  a n d  Convo
cation .

T he C ause of God is e n te rin g  th e  h e a r ts  of m an y  in 
th e  W est. I t s  fam e  is sp read in g  q u ie tly  b u t w idely, 
a n d  th e  e a rn e s t w o rk e rs  a re  seeing  rich  re w a rd s  in  the  
in c reas in g  in te re s t of m an y  souls. I n  S ea ttle  an d  P o r t 
land , O ak lan d  an d  L os A ngeles, m an y  new  faces g a th e r  
to  th e  m eetings, an d  th e  h u n g e r fo r  T ru th  is m an ifest.

I n  th e  D iv ine P rovidence, no. sing le  a s se m b lie s 'a re  y e t 
p e rm itte d  to  becom e so la rg e  a n d  pow erfu l a s  to  a t t r a c t  
s tro n g  opposition  fro m  th e  enem ies of sp ir itu a l p rogress. 
T h is  is o f th e  M ercy of God, p ro tec tin g  H is ch ild ren  an d  
H is  C ause u n til i t  sh a ll be firm ly  es tab lish ed  In

B A H A I  N E W S  17
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s tre n g th  a n d  w isdom . B u t th e  g lad -tid in g s  sp read s 
like leaven  in  m eal a n d  th e  v ita l seed of T ru th  is 
g row ing  an d  m a n ife s tin g  a ll th ro u g h  th e  com m unities 
o f th is  w ide land.

T he T em ple of U n ity  is be ing  ra ise d  in th e  tem ple 
o f m an , an d  th e  serv ice of love an d  w orsh ip  is a lre a d y  
p erfo rm ed  in a  m u ltitu d e  of h e a r ts . So sh a ll th e  m a 
te r ia l  T em ple a r ise  to  b e a r  w itn ess to  th e  w o rld  of th e  
re a li ty  of G od’s R ev e la tio n  in H is  inm ost sa n c tu a ry , 
th e  h u m an  h ea rt.

“O Son of H u m a n ity ! T he tem ple of be ing  is My 
T hrone. P u rg e  it  of every th ing , th a t  I  m ay  descend 
th e re in  to  re ign  over i t .”

“O Son of E x is ten ce  ! T hy  h e a r t  is  M y H o m e ; p u r i t y  
i t  fo r  M y D escent. T h y  sp ir it  is M y O u tlo o k ; p rep a re  
i t  fo r  M y M an ife s ta tio n .”

T he faces of a ll  be lievers a re  tu rn e d  to w a rd  Chicago. 
M ay y o u r  ac tio n s  be founded  upon th e  W ill of God an d  
m a y  “C o n su lta tio n  an d  K in d n ess” be th e  m ean s of 
w isd o m ! M ay th e  D ivine S p irit ever be o u r G uide an d  
o u r  R e lian ce  an d  th e  H o ly  W o rd  of God be th e  lam p  
fo r  o u r fee t in  th e  jo u rn ey  fro m  e a r th  to  h e a v e n !

In  H is  N am e, y o u r fe llow -servan t,
T h o r n t o n  C h a s e .

On m otion, a com m ittee of th ree  w as appointed  
by th e ' C hair to aud it th e  books of th e  Tem ple 
T reasu ry  of B ahai Tem ple U nity  and to rep o rt 
thereon . M essrs. H oar, W ilhelm  and O ber w ere 
appointed  on th is  com m ittee.

T he nam es of Mrs. P arm erton , Miss Boylan, 
Mrs. Coles and Prof. A rm strong  w ere added to the 
aud iting  com m ittee ju s t appointed, th ese  seven 
to  com prise a com m ittee to  consider and  suggest 
p lans of finance and w ays and m eans for th e  com
ing  year.

A djournm ent for d inner a t  th e  B riggs House, 
served by Mr. L ouis K eller, chef, m em ber of 
th e  H ouse of Sp irituality .

A FTERNO ON  SESSION.
Monday, A pr il  25, 1910.

The T re a su re r  m ade h is annual rep o rt as 
follow s:

R E C E IP T S .
F ro m  B a h a i Tem ple F und . C harles Scheffler, T reas .
F u n d  ............................................................ . . $2,000.00
C ash  ....................................... .................... 3,666.44 5,666.44

C on trib u tio n s since M arch  21, 1909 :
F ro m  th e  E a s t  ......................................... . ............. $7,092.85
F ro m  A m erica  .........................................................  7,638.66

$20,397.95
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D IS B U R S E M E N T S .
L a n d  A ccount ....................................... $12,000.00
T ax es an d  A ssessm en ts  ................  974.79
In te re s t  .....................................................  1,425.00
B uild ings (S h e lte r  H o u ses) ............ 105.00
E xp en ses (P o s ta g e , P rin tin g , E tc .)  183.70

$14,688.49
C ash in B a n k  (A pr. 23, 1 9 1 0 ) . . . .  5,709.46

$20,397.95
A r t h u r  S. A g n e w , T r e a s u r e r .

A udited  a n d  found  co rrec t, A pril 25, 1910.
W . H . H oar,
R ot  C. W i l h e l m , 
H a r l a n  F .  Ob e r , 

A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e .
On m otion of M iss Boylan, th e  follow ing reso

lu tion  w as unanim ously  adopted:
Resolved,, T h a t the E xecutive B oard be in s tru c t

ed to address itself to th e  problem  oL acquiring  
th e  t r a c t  of land  betw een Sheridan  Road and L ake 
M ichigan, and be em pow ered to  tak e  such  action  
to  th a t  end as in  th e ir  judgm ent m ay be w ise 
and  d isc ree t and consonant w ith  th e  d irections of 
Abdul-Baha.

To th is  m otion i t  w as am ended by Mr. H oar 
th a t  th e  E xecutive B oard be in s tru c ted  to  follow 
th e  princip le  of consu lta tion  w ith  F rien d s guided 
to  a ss is t in  th is  w ork of nego tia tion  and consoli
dation.

Mr. H onoré Jaxon  p resen ted  a  full re p o r t of 
nego tia tions had  and pending  for th e  change of 
S heridan  R oad and the  vacation  of ce rta in  s tre e ts  
and alleys in  th e  T em ple site . T h is he  illu s tra ted  
by p la ts and surveys show ing th e  exact situa tion  
and  boundaries of th e  site , its  ex ac t dim ensions 
and cen te r, to g e th e r w ith  th e  d irection  line from  
its  cen te r to Acca. H is rep o rt show ed m ost 
courteous and  ju s t tre a tm en t from  the several 
public officials w ith  w hom  th e  nego tia tions had  
been conducted. M any ap p a ren t difficulties had 
been  rem oved by happy coincidences and  a sp irit 
of sw eet reasonab leness guiding and  contro lling  
all—m anifest confirm ations of divine favor.

H e also repo rted  th e  step s tak en  to  in su re  
perfec t ti t le  to  B ahai Tem ple U nity  of th e  por
tions of th e  s ite  em braced w ith in  all such vacated  
s tre e ts  and  alleys, also proposed construction  of 
sidew alks.
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Mr. Jaxon  had  n o t concluded h is m ost in te re s t
ing rep o rt w hen the  Convention, hav ing  reached  
th e  closing hour, ad journed  to  m eet a t  th e  sam e 
place T uesday  m orning a t  10 o’clock.

MORNING SESSION.
T u e s d a y , A p r il  26, 1910.

I n  C orinthian H all, 11th Floor M asonic Temple, 
S ta te  and R andolph S treets.

The session  w as opened by the C onvention sing
ing, “Softly H is Voice is C alling Now.”

T he follow ing p ray e r w as th en  read  by the  
C hairm an, Mr. H all:

G lory  be to  Thee, m y G od a n d  m y B e lo v e d ! T hy  
F ire  is  b u rn in g  in m e, O m y L ord , a n d  I  feel its  
g low ing  in  every  m em b er of m y w eak  body. E v ery  
o rg an  of m y tem ple d ec la re s  T hy  P o w er an d  Thy 
M ight, a n d  every  m em ber testifies th a t  T hou a re  pow 
erfu l over a ll  th ings. B y T h y  S tre n g th  I  feel s tro n g  
to  w ith s ta n d  a ll t r ia ls  a n d  a ll  tem p ta tio n s . M ake firm  
T hy  love in . m y  h e a r t  an d  th en  I  can  b e a r  a ll  the 
sw ords o f th e  ea rth . V erily  every  h a ir  o f m y head  
say s, “W ere  i t  n o t fo r  tr ia ls  in  T hy  P a th , I  shou ld  no t 
h av e  a p p rec ia ted  T h y  L ove.” O m y L ord , s tre n g th e n  
m e to  rem a in  firm  a n d  to  uphold  th e  h a n d s  of T hy  
C ause, to  se rve  T hee am o n g  T hy  • people. T hou a r t  
lo v in g ! T hou a r t  B o u n tifu l!

Mr. Jaxon  concluded h is rep o rt resp ec tin g  the 
site .

On m otion by ,Miss Boylan, seconded by Mr. 
Jacobsen  and unanim ously  carried , a le t te r  of 
g ra titu d e  w as d irec ted  to be sen t to  Mrs. Paul 
K. D ealy and Mr. A rth u r D ealy fo r th e ir  k indness 
in  send ing  flowers to  th e  C onvention hall as a 
token  of th e ir  love.

On m otion by Mr. W ilhelm , seconded by Mr. 
H oar and  unanim ously  carried , a  le t te r  w as 
d irec ted  to  be sen t to  th e  friends in th e  O rient, 
expressing  our g ra titu d e  for w hat they  have done 
for th is  g re a t Cause.

On m otion by Mrs. Coles, seconded by Mrs. 
L incoln and unanim ously  carried , it  w as fu rth e r 
d irec ted  th a t  th is  le tte r , w hen fram ed, be sen t 
to  M irza A hm ad Sohrab, for tran s la tio n  into 
P ersian .

A com m ittee consisting  of M irza A hm ad Sohrab, 
Mrs. Coles and  Mr. H all, w as appointed  to  fram e 
th e  le tte r .

On m otion of Mr. H oar, seconded by Mr. H annen
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and  unanim ously carried , th e  action  tak en  by th e  
Board, regard ing  th e  nego tia tions of Mr. Jaxon 
and  his engagem ents so en te red  in to  -with the 
D rainage Board and w ith  th e  V illage of W ilm ette , 
w ere approved by  th is  Convention, and  th e  E xecu
tive B oard w as au tho rized  to  conclude th e  engage
m en ts and to  m ake th e  conveyances th a t  h ave  
been rep o rted  in  those m atte rs .

The C onvention th e n  proceeded to  a  call of th e  
A ssem blies. T he S ec re ta ry  called  th e  roll and  th e  
several delegates from  each A ssem bly gave rep o rt 
of th e  p rogress of th e  w ork in th e ir  resp ec tiv e  
A ssem blies.

Mrs. Corinne T rue  delivered  th e  g ree tings from  
Chicago to  the  delegates.

Mr. H oar, chairm an  of the  A uditing  C om m ittee, 
repo rted  th a t  th e  T re a su re r’s books and re p o r ts  
had  been found to be absolutely correct, and th e  
accounts of th e  T rea su re r and F inancia l S ec re ta ry  
k ep t in  a m ost com plete and  adm irab le  m anner.

On m otion m ade by Mr. H annen , seconded by 
Miss Boylan and carried , the F inanc ia l S ecre ta ry  
w as in s tru c ted  to  p repare  a form  of rece ip t in  
th e  P e rs ian  language th a t  a ll con tribu tions from  
th e  O rient be acknow ledged w ith  a rece ip t in  
th a t  language.

A djournm en t for lunch.
A FTERNO ON  SESSION.
T uesday , Ap r il  26, 1910.

T he C hairm an, Mr. H all, opened th e  m eeting  
by read ing  th e  follow ing ex trac t from  the “W ords 
of W isdom :”

O ye d iscern in g  ones o f th e  people ! V erily  th e  
W o rd s w h ich  h av e  descended fro m  th e  H eay en  of th e  
W ill of God a re  th e  source of u n ity  an d  h a rm o n y  fo r  
th e  w orld . Close y o u r eyes to  r a c ia l d ifferences a n d  
w elcom e a ll w ith  the  lig h t o f Oneness. Be th e  cause  
o f co m fo rt an d  p rom o tio n  of h u m an ity . T h is  h a n d fu l 
of dust, th e  w orld , is one hom e ; le t i t  be in  un ity . 
F o rsa k e  p ride, i t  is  a  cau se  of d iscord . F o llow  th a t  
w hich  tends to harm ony .

On m otion by Miss Boylan, seconded by Mr. 
H arg is and unanim ously  carried , th e  follow ing 
R esolution  w as adopted:

Resolved, T h a t in  accordance w ith  th e  expressed 
w ish  of A bdul-Baha and  th e  recom m endation of 
th e  Executive C om m ittee, A rtic le  6 of th e  Con



:22 B A H A I  N E W S

s titu tio n  of B ahai Tem ple U nity  he am ended by 
su b s titu tin g  for th e  w ords, “20th day of M arch” 
th ere in , th e  w ords, “th e  firs t M onday in  th e  F eas t 
of th e  R izw an.”

On m otion by Mr. Oher, seconded by Mr. L ane 
and  unanim ously  carried :

Resolved, T h a t the  B a h a i N ew s  be m ade the 
m edium  for spread ing  th e  rep o rt of th is  Conven
tio n  before  th e  B ahais of th e  E a s t and  th e  W est, 
and  th a t  B ahai Tem ple U nity  bear, and  th e  E xecu
t iv e  B oard he em pow ered to  pay, its  p roportionate  
share  of or a ll th e  expense of publication  of th is 
issue.

On m otion by Mr. L ane, seconded by Mr. O ber 
a n d  carried , a  com m ittee w as au thorized  and 
appoin ted  to  rev ise  and co rrec t th e  m inu tes of 
th e  Convention.

Mr. H all and  Miss B uikem a w ere appointed  on 
th is  com m ittee.

On m otion by Miss Boylan, seconded by Mr. 
Jaco b sen  and unanim ously  carried , a  cab legram  of 
g ree tin g s  and love from  th is Convention and th is 
U n ity  w as d irec ted  to  be sen t to  Abdul-Baha.

T he C hairm an appointed  M essrs. W ilhelm , 
W oodcock and  Mills to  send g ree tings to  Abdul- 
B aha as d irected.

Mr. W ilhelm  suggested  th a t  Mr. B rooker being 
a n  expert in cem ent, ou r E xecutive B oard, in 
a rran g in g  for sidew alks, should confer w ith  him  
a s  well as w ith  Mr. Jaxon.

R ecom m endation re fe rred  to  th e  Executive 
B oard.

On m otion by Mrs. P arm erton , seconded by Mrs. 
B rittingham  and unanim ously  carried , th e  Con
ven tion  expressed  and  re tu rn ed  its  sense of deep 
g ra titu d e  to  th e  b ro th e rs  and s is te rs  of Chicago, 
to  th e  A ssem bly of Chicago, to  th e  H ouse of 
S p iritu a lity  of Chicago and  to  all th e  d ear friends 
w ho received  us w ith  such joy and frag ran ce  here.

On m otion by Mr. H oar, seconded by Mrs. 
H opper and  unanim ously  carried , a  vo te  of thanks 
a n d  deep g ra titu d e  w as extended  to  Mr. Jacobsen  
fo r th e  g rea t w ork he has done for th e  U nity  
d u ring  th e  p a s t y ea r and for th e  c lea r and com
prehensive rep o rt of th e  w ork given to  th e  Con
vention.

On m otion by Mrs. W atson, seconded by Mrs.



B A H A I  N E W S 23

P arm erton  and unanim ously  carried , a  vote of 
th an k s  w as tendered  M iss G ertrude B uikem a fo r 
h e r fa ith fu l serv ice in  h e r labors darin g  th e  y ea r 
and also  as reco rder of th e  m inu tes of th is  Con
vention.

On m otion by Mrs. B rittingham , seconded by 
Mr. M ills and unanim ously  carried , a  vote of 
th an k s  w as given to  th e  m usic com m ittee, to  th e  
m usical d irector, Mr. A lbert R. W indust, and  also  
to  Mrs. L ouise R. W aite.

On m otion by M iss Boylan, seconded by Mrs. 
B rittingham  and unanim ously  carried , a  tr ib u te  
was paid to the prim e m over in  th is  w ork of the  
M ashrak-el-Azkar, our dear s is te r  Mrs. Corinne 
T rue, who has given h e r h e a r t and soul and h e r  
physical labor to th e  serv ice of God and  of H is 
people, and who has so beau tifu lly  en te rta in ed  
u s  who w ere w illing to  a s s is t in  th is work. To h e r  
w e ex tend  our deep g ra titude.

T he C hairm an, Mr. H all, announced and ru led  
th a t we now proceed w ith  th e  election of th e  
Executive B oard for th e  ensu ing  year by tak in g  
an inform al ballot, each delega te  voting  for n ine 
m em bers of th e  Executive Board. U pon th e  in 
form al ba llo t th u s taken , nine delega tes w ere 
found to  have received th e  p rac tica lly  unanim ous 
ballo t of th e  Convention.

On m otion by Mr. Ober, seconded by .Mrs. Coles 
and unanim ously  carried , th e  inform al ballo t w as 
m ade th e  form al ba llo t of th e  C onvention and 
the n ine receiv ing  th e  h ig h es t num ber of vo tes 
in th e  in form al ballo t w ere declared  th e  n ine 
m em bers of th e  E xecutive B oard duly e lec ted  for 
the  ensu ing  year.

The n ine m em bers of th e  E xecutive B oard th u s  
elected  w ere :

Mr. A lbert H. H all 
Mr. M ountfort Mills 
Mr. B ernard  M. Jacobsen  
Mrs. Corinne T rue 
Mr. A rthu r S. Agnew 
Mr. W illiam  H. H oar 
Mrs. A nnie L. P a rm erto n  
Mr. Joseph H. H annen  
Mr. Roy C. W ilhelm *

*M ay n o t accep t.
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U pon suggestion  of th e  C hairm an, Mr. H all, a 
r is in g  vo te  of th an k s  w as given to  Mr. H onore 
Jaxon . T h is w as unanim ous.

A t th e  request of the  C hairm an, Mr. H all, th e  
T a b le t revealed  by A bdul-Baha for th is  Convention, 
w hich  had been read  by Mrs. E va W ebster 
B u sse ll du ring  th e  m orning session, A pril 25th, 
w as again  read  by her.

T he C onvention closed by all of th e  delegates 
an d  friends jo in ing  hands and fac ing  th e  E ast, 
w hile Mr. H all read  th e  following, w hich w as 
revealed  as a c losing p ray e r for th e  H ouse of 
S p ir itu a lity  :

h e  is  god !
O God ! O God ! T hou d o st look upon u s  fro m  

T hine u nseen  K ingdom  of O neness, [beholding] th a t  w e 
h a v e  assem bled  in  th is  S p iritu a l M eeting, believ ing  in 
Thee, confident in  T hy  signs, firm  in  T h y  C ovenant 
a n d  T estam en t, a t t r a c te d  un to  Thee, se t ag low  w ith  th e  
fire of T h y  love, sincere  in  T h y  C ause, se rv a n ts  in 
T h y  v in ey ard , sp re a d e rs  o f T h y  R eligion, w o rsh ip p ers  
o f  T hy  C ountenance, hum ble to  T hy  beloved, subm is
s iv e  a t  T h y  door an d  im p lo rin g  T hee to confirm  us 
in  th e  se rv ice  of T hy  chosen ones. S upport u s  w ith  
T h in e  unseen  hosts , s tre n g th e n  o u r loins in  T hy  se rv i
tu d e  an d  m ak e  u s  subm issive  a n d  w o rsh ipp ing  se rv an ts , 
co m m u n in g  w ith  Thee.

O our L o rd  ! W e a re  w e a k  an d  T hou a re  th e  
M ighty , th e  P o w erfu l ! W e a re  m o rta ls  a n d  Thou a r t  
th e  g re a t  life -g iv in g  S p irit ! W e a re  needy  a n d  Thou 
a r t  th e  P o w erfu l a n d  S u s ta in e r  !

O o u r L o rd  ! T u rn  o u r faces un to  T h y  divine face  ; 
feed  us fro m  T hy  heav en ly  ta b le  by T h y  godly  g ra c e  ; 
h e lp  us th ro u g h  th e  h o sts  of T h y  sup rem e an gels an d  
confirm  u s  b y  th e  holy  ones o f th e  K ingdom  of Ab h a .

V erily  T hou a r t  th e  G enerous, th e  M ercifu l ! Thou 
a r t  p ossesso r of g r e a t  b o u n ty  an d  v e rily  T hou a r t  the  
C lem en t a n d  G racious !

( S i g n e d ) A bd u l -B a h a  A b b a s .
Then,, still jo in ing  hands and w ith  bowed heads, 

a ll jo ined in silen t p ray er and  thanksg iv ing  to  
God for th e  S p ir it of Love and U nity  th a t  had 
pervaded  and guided th e  Convention. T he G reat
e s t  N am e w as rep ea ted  in  unison n ine  tim es and 
th e  C onvention ad journed  in  unity.

Pho tographs of scenes and  inciden ts connected 
w ith  th e  Tem ple s ite  m ay be ob tained  from  Mrs. 
T rue , or from  Mr. Jaxon, a t  1751 W est L ake St., 
Chicago. P rofits to  go to Sidew alk Fund. P rin ts  
4x5, two for 25c. P r in ts  3V2xlO, 25c each.
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B R IE F R EPO R T TO DATE ON SITE 
NEGOTIATIONS.

C ontributed by Mr. H onore Jaxon  on request o f 
Secretary Jacobsen.

P ending  th e  erection  of th e  Tem ple itse lf  th e  
in te re s t of th e  B ahai friends is v e ry  n a tu ra lly  
en listed  to no sm all degree in  th e  developm ent of 
th e  Tem ple site ; and th e  w rite r  has been  asked  
to  p repare  a  s ta tem en t recoun ting  th e  steps w hich 
have been  tak en , and th e  re su lts  w hich have  been  
achieved, in  th is connection.

P a rtly  because we a re  no t y e t officially “out of 
th e  w oods,” bu t m ainly  because of th e  lim ited  
space w hich can  be given to  th is  su b jec t in  th e  
p resen t issue of th e  N e w s , th is  sta tem en t m ust 
necessarily  be both b rie f and incom plete. Suffice 
i t  to  say  by w ay of p re lim inary  descrip tion  th a t  
th e  nego tia tions, as so fa r  com pleted, for the  con
so lidating  o f,o u r land holdings have fu rn ished  us 
w ith  repeated  and w onderful confirm ations of ou r 
fa ith  and w ith  w arm est encouragem ent to  cling 
like tru s tfu l ch ild ren  to  th e  robe of evanescence 
and non-resistance. T ak ing  th e ir  incep tion  in  a  
d iscovery w hich w as th e  d irec t re su lt of a desire  
to  see our Tem ple w ork perform ed by loving 
vo lun teer service ra th e r  th an  by h ire ling  labor, 
th ese  nego tia tions have  been  b lessed w ith  a divine 
support and  gu idance w hich has m an ifested  itse lf  
n o t only in th e  co n stan t providing of happy  solu
tions for difficulties w hich could no t be fo reseen  
by th e  hum an in te llec t—and w hich th ere fo re  had 
to  be dealt w ith  m om ent by m om ent as they  p re
sen ted  them selves in  our p a th —bu t also in th e  
uniform  and ex trao rd inary  k indness w hich w e 
experienced, all along th e  tra il, from  th e  officials 
and  rep resen ta tiv es  of outside in te re s ts  w ith  
w hom th ese  nego tia tions had  to  effect ad ju s tm en ts  
of one kind or o ther. I t  becam e abundan tly  
proven as we w en t a long th a t  in  th e  case of th ese  
friends, no le ss  th a n  in our own experience, th e  
head  w as insp ired , th e  hand  w as d irected  and 
s treng thened , and th e  h e a r t se t aglow w ith  th e  
w arm est good will a t  every  po in t and m om ent of 
con tac t w ith  th is  b lessed  and deligh tfu l Tem ple 
service. C ertain ly  we could no t a sk  fo r any  
s tronger o r m ore convincing fulfilm ent of th e
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divine prom ises w hich have been u tte red  for the 
com fort and encouragem en t of all those  who in  
any  w ay shall find them selves priv ileged to  b ear 
a  help ing hand  in  th is  glorious sp iritua l exercise.

As the  m a tte r  is now agreed upon, by all the  
p a rtie s  in  in te rest, our holdings a re  so consoli
da ted  th a t  on our own land  we can draw  a circle 
of nearly  five hundred  feet diam eter, w hile for 
purposes of law n and garden an add itional te r r i
to ry—aggregating  perhaps a 20% increase—has 
been freely  placed a t our disposal, to be so beau ti
fied as we please.

L E T T E R  FROM  RANGOON, INDIA.
A pril 4, 1910.

D ear and honored friends of God in th e  holy 
v ineyard  of El-B aha:
Your kind note, w ith  th e  p rayers  appended 

there to , has w afted  in th is  province th e  sw eet 
frag ran ce  of th e  splendid rose-garden of th e  W est, 
and  we in th e  O rien t have been w atch ing  w ith 
deep adm iration  the m ost appreciab le  m ovem ents 
of th e  b lessed  ones of God in th e  O ccident, as 
each and every  one of such m ovem ents prom ises 
very  eloquently  to deepen our m utual affection 
and love—th e  m ost precious b lessings in the  
K ingdom  of Baha. W e have fully app recia ted  the 
idea th a t all the  ch ild ren  of A b h a  in  one voice, 
from  every region m ay sim ultaneously  sing the 
p ra ise  of God and supplicate for help and stren g th  
to b ring  into com pletion the Holy Tem ple of 
Mashralr-el-Azkar, and accordingly m ade use of the, 
p rayer as was d irected  d u ring  the B ahai fasting  
m onth, in  th is Assem bly and all o ther s is te r As
sem blies of th is  country. We are  very deeply in 
terested  in  the construction  of th is  noble and 
divine in s titu tio n  and i t  would be our g rea t joy to 
h ear of its  p rogress every now and then. The 
Cause is m ak ing  very  rap id  progress. * * *

In  conclusion, I tak e  th is  opportun ity  of con
veying th e  B ahai love and  gree tings of th e  
believers of th is  p lace to  th e  beloved ones of 
God in  th e  W est. I am  your devoted b ro th er a t 
th e  fa ith fu l service of Abdul-Baha,

( S igned ) A. S'. I s m a e l .
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A LLAH’O’ABHA!
A copy of th is  issue of th e  B a h a i  N e w s  is being 

sen t to every one on its  m ailing  list, including 
subscribers. Anyone desiring  add itional copies 
m ay get them  from  the F in an c ia l Secretary  of the 
B ahai Tem ple U nity, Mrs. C orinne T rue, 5338 
K enm ore Ave., Chicago, by enclosing a two-cent 
stam p w ith  such request.
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C O N V E N T IO N  EC H O ES 
BOSTON.

In  response  to th e  k ind inv ita tion  of Mr. and 
M rs. G eorge O stburg, a  num ber of th e  believers 
w ere  p re se n t a t  a  delightfu l supper given a t th e ir 
hom e in  South  B oston on May 7th, th e  occasion 
o f th e  supper being to  w elcom e our delegate, Mr. 
H arlan  F. Oher, and to  h e a r h is rep o rt of the 
C hicago Convention. The generous and hosp it
ab le  sp irit of th e ir  tru e  B ahai hom e m ade a 
fitting  atm osphere  in  w hich to  lea rn  of th e  loving 
h o sp ita lity  extended by th e  m em bers of th e  
C hicago A ssem bly to  all delegates.

D uring  Mr. O her’s ta lk  th a t  evening, and  upon 
th e  Sunday m orn ing  following, all p resen t were 
m ade conscious, by w hat he b rought w ith  him , th a t 
h e  had  in  t r u th  been on holy ground.

T he Pow er of God h as been so m an ifestly  a t 
w ork as th e  “One R em over of difficulties” since 
th e  la s t C onvention th a t  we m ay expect—if all 
a re  fa ith fu l and  full of fa ith —th a t th e  seem ingly 
im possib le shall be realized  before th e  n ex t Con
vention. T he  financial ass is tance  so generously  
sen t from  the  O rien t and M rs. W aite ’s s tirr in g  
“Tem ple Song” should su re ly  fire each one of us 
w ith  a fresh  determ ination  to  add our shoulder to 
th e  w heel w ith  renew ed fa ith , courage and  de te r
m ination  and  m ake i t  possible fo r th e  B ahai 
Tem ple U nity  to  begin build ing opera tions w ithou t 
loss of tim e. “The field is w hite un to  h a rv e s t” 
and  th e re  is need for as speedy ac tion  as possible. 
In  un ity  and  in  fa ith  lie our power. God’s b lessing  
is upon each e a rn e s t endeavor.

Grace Robarts.
MONTREAL.

Our delegate, Prof. A rm strong, on h is re tu rn  
from  th e  Tem ple Convention in  Chicago, called 
th e  believers to g e th e r a t  h is hom e and  gave us 
a  full account of th is  w onderful g a thering  of 
th é  se rv an ts  of God.

O ur b ro th e r w as so a ttra c te d  and  enkindled  by 
th is  m eeting  w ith  th e  friends th a t  w hen he  
re tu rn ed , a ll received  a portion  of th e  divine 
bounty.

T he rea lity  of th o se  days of m eeting  and  ga ther
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ing  in  Chicago is th e  tru e  foundation  of th e  
Temple, and  the  rad iance  of divine love and un ity  
shed upon th a t  conclave of th e  fa ith fu l has surely  
been diffused fa r  and  w ide to  th e  ends of the 
earth .

Our revered  A bdul-Baha said  to  som e M ontreal 
believers w ho w ere  in  A cca la s t year, th a t  we 
w ere g a thered  to g e th e r th rough  no ea rth ly  aim, 
jie ither for political m otives, no r social in te res t, 
no r any w orldly purpose, bu t by th e  Pow er of th e  
W ord of God, in  th e  u tm o st love, un ity  and a ttra c 
tion. W ith  a look of g rea t se ren ity  and peace, he 
said : “T h is is a  m eeting  of pure love: noth ing  
m ars our p e rfec t un ity ; therefo re , th e  influence 
and  pow er of th is  ga th erin g  will be fe lt th rough
ou t th e  w orld and its  effects w ill la s t fo rever and 
ever.”

W e are  happy  and th an k fu l in  pa rtak in g  of the  
b lessings of th is  g rea t D ay of God, and we send 
love and  gree tings to  th e  dear ones everyw here 
th rough  the B a h a i  N e w s .

The M ontreal A ssem bly.
N EW  YORK.

A t our reg u la r m eeting  a t  G enealogical H all, 
226 W est 58th S tree t, Sunday m orning, M ay 8th, 
w e listened  to a rep o rt from  our delega tes who 
a tten d ed  th e  Tem ple C onvention in  Chicago.

Our own delegates, Mr. M ountfort Mills and 
M iss Boylan, spoke and  we also had  th e  p leasu re  
of hav ing  w ith  us Mrs. L incoln who w as th e  
B rooklyn delega te  and  who also spoke to  us. 
T hey all gave us th e  m ost beau tifu l accounts of 
th e  g re a t love and harm ony w hich w as every
w here in  evidence a t  th e  Convention. W e all fe lt 
a s  if we had  been  personally  p re sen t and  expressed  
th e  w ish  th a t  we m ight be th e re  n ex t year, as 
ou r h e a rts  and  sp irits  w ere  th is year.

Jam es F. BrittingJiam .

On th e  T hu rsday  evening  n ex t follow ing th e  
close of th e  Convention th e  delegates and Chicago 
B ahais ce leb ra ted  th e  19-day F e a s t a t  th e  “den” 
of b ro thers  Jaxon  and  Sprague a t  1751 W est L ake 
St. Seats and  friends w ere ju s t evenly  balanced, 
and a  delightfu l S p iritua l F e a s t k ep t pace w ith  th e  
cakes and  tea.
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TEM PL E  SONG.
W ords & , Musió 

B y  L O U ISE  R . W A ITE.

The Tem*ple to our Glo - nous King Can rise a - lone through love, And
A Tem-ple of true u - ni * ty Where-in all na - tions meet, And 

With-in this Tem-ple’s might - y walls His spin - it e'er will be , And

as we built it let us send, Up to His throne A
wor- ship tiod and Him a - lone, In and com-mune sweet. A
chant - ed there the songs of love, The songs of i - ni - ty. And

S

ft

song to  w a. - ken . ev - ’ry heart And spread sweet har- mon ♦ y; A
Tem-ple to the liv - ing God Who hears our ev - ’ry call, The
ev - ’ry heart that is in tune With His great, lov - ing heart, Will

song tri -umph -ant clear and strong, Of love and u - ni ty- !a
King of Kings and Lord of Lords And Fa - ther of us all. The
be with - in this Tem-I>le fair An ev - er • last - ing part. Will

song tri- umph-ant, clear and strong,
King of Kings and .Lord of Lords, And 
be with - in this Thm-ple fair An

T he above is a  reproduction  of th e  “Temple 
Song,” one of th e  no tew orthy fea tu res of and  com
posed especially for the recen t B ahai Tem ple U nity  
Convention.
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HE IS GOD !

O ye Spiritual Friends of Abdul-Baha!

How long are ye silent and speechless ! 
Although ye are speaking, yet in this age the 
speech of the believers of God must be the soul 
entrancing melody of the Kingdom of A bha and 
the harmony of the Supreme Concourse ! 
Therefore Abdul-Baha is not satisfied with a 
meek voice and depressing lamentation! He 
'seeks the passionate tumult and joyous clamor 
and he roars and cries at the top of his voice so 
that the realities of things may stir into move
ment and action and the Beloved of Bounty 
unveil her Countence in the world of creation ! 
Those friends must, like unto the stars in 
heaven, shine and gleam in the horizon of 
Truth with the Light of Guidance so that the 
realities of the existent beings and the spirit of 
humankind may find joy and happiness!

Upon ye be greeting and praise !

{Signed) A bdul-B aha  A bbas.

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab,
Washington, D.C., May 27, 1910.
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T H E  PERSIAN-AM ERICAN EDUCATIONAL 

SOCIETY.
One of th e  m ost im p o rtan t developm ents in  the 

B ahai w orld d u ring  th e  cu rren t year w as rep re
sented  by a  m eeting  held in  W ashington, D. C., on 
Ja n u a ry  8th, a t w hich tim e th e  Persian-A m erican 
E ducational Society m ade its  form al announce
m en t and appeal for co-operation. Since th a t  tim e, 
39 active and 13 associate m em bers have been en
rolled, one d ra f t for $300 has been forw arded  to 
T eheran  and  ano ther rem ittance  is to be m ade 
d u rin g  the cu rren t m onth. Considerable in te res t 
aside from  th a t represen ted  by contribu tions, has 
been aroused, and prom ises of add itional m em ber
ships have been received. The w ork of th e  Society 
m ay now be said  to  be • fa irly  under way, and  a 
concise s ta tem en t m ay be tim ely  for th e  guidance 
and  in fo rm ation  of th e  friends.

D uring the sum m er of 1909, Mr. Sydney Sprague, 
who had  been for some tim e a  teacher in  the 
School of T arb ia t, in  T eheran, Persia, v is ited  th is  
country , w hich is h is na tive  land. A t various 
points he delivered lectures on the country  and the 
work, and a large num ber of people becam e in te r
ested. T he School of T a rb ia t was founded some 
years ago by P ers ian  B ahais, and w as p lanned to  
m eet the need of non-sectarian education along 
m odern  lines, as opposed to the old regim e of 
Moslem schools. Mr. Sprague’s association  w ith  
th e  school w as an ind ication  of the tren d  of plans. 
On account of the political conditions and general 
dem oralization  of in te rn a l affairs, th e  founders of 
th is  school, before th a t  tim e m en of m eans, found 
them selves unable to continue its  ac tiv ities be
cause of lack  o.f funds, and th e  problem  of closing 
i t  en tire ly  or lim iting  its  usefulness w as being dis
cussed When Mr. Sprague obtained leave to v is it 
h is  home during  the vacation  season. As an out
come of the  in te re s t m anifested, and considering 
the  g rea te r needs of the East,, as well as the oppor
tu n ity  for a B ahai dem onstration  from  the W est to 
the O rient, th is  Society w as form ed. I t  is no t the 
purpose of th is  artic le  to  se t fo rth  in  detail the  
objects of the Society, w hich a re  explained a t 
leng th  in  its  Prospectus, no r to m ention its  activ 
ities, b u t ra th e r  to show th e  im portance of the



m ovem ent from  th e  W ords of Abdul-Baha, and its 
p resen t needs.

As to  th e  School of T arb ia t, the  following Tab
lets have been revealed:

T here  ex is ts  a. g r e a t  C onfirm ation  in  th e  School of 
T a rb ia t  w hich  is founded  by  th e  friends. A lthough  
a t  th is m om ent i t  is observed  b u t by a  few , y e t i t  is 
a ss is te d  by  th e  A lm ighty . I f  th e  b e lievers of God d is
p lay  generosity , th a t  school w ill p ro g ress  d ay  by d ay  
in a ll i ts  g rad es. E n co u rag e m e n t an d  s tim u lu s  is 
necessary .

( S i g n e d )  A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .
T he p rob lem  of the  School of T a rb ia t  is of the  u t 

m o st im portance . I t  is an  essen tia l ob liga tion  an d  
d u ty  incum ben t upon a ll  th e  f rie n d s  to  se rv e  t h a t  
school. T his is  th e  f irs t  school th a t  th e  frien d s  hav e  
founded  in P e rs ia , a n d  a ll th e  people know  th a t  i t  be
longs to  them . N eg lect an d  ca re lessn ess in  th e  m a n 
ag em en t of its  p rog ressiv e  a ffa irs  is a  blow  to th e  
C ause of God. T herefo re  everyone m u s t g ive e x tr a 
o rd in a ry  im p o rtan ce  to th e  school o f T a rb ia t  an d  a s 
s is t  i t  f ro m  som e sta n d p o in t, e ith e r  th ro u g h  en lig h t
ened id ea ls  o r  th e  in tro d u c tio n  of m odern  sy s tem  of 
education , e ith e r  by  lib e ra l co n trib u tio n s o r con tin u a l 
encou rag em en t and  a ss is ta n ce . To be b r ie f :  I t  is th e  
hope of th is  S e rv a n t th a t  in  th e  course  of tim e  th is  
school becom e d istingu ished  fro m  am o n g  a ll th e  
schools o f the  w orld . N ow  consider how  im p o rta n t is  
th is  m a tte r .

( S ig n ed ) A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .
T he q uestion  of th e  School of T a rb ia t  is v e ry  im 

p o rtan t. T h rough  th e  B oun ty  an d  P rov idence  of the  
T rue  One i t  m u s t becom e ev iden t to a ll th a t  it  is the  
firs t school of P e r s ia  an d  its  g ra d u a te s  a re  th e  m o st 
successfu l. O therw ise its  non-being  is b e tte r  th a n  its  
being. T herefo re  d isp lay  th e  u tm o st zea l in m atte rs , 
p e r ta in in g  to th e  p ro g ress o f th is  school.

( S i g n e d )  A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s ,

The Society has received the approval of Abdul- 
B aha, the follow ing T ablets hav ing  been revealed 
recently, addressed to  M irza A hm ad Sohrab and to 
the officers of the Society, respectively:
To his honor M irza A hm ad Sohrab.

U pon him  be B a h a ' o 'l l a i-i -E I-A b h a  !
h e  is  god !

In  th e  l a s t  tw o m ails, d e ta iled  a n sw ers  hav e  been 
w ritte n  to thee. N ow  the  p ap e rs  th a t  you hav e  fo r 
w ard ed  p e rta in in g  to th e  P ersian -A m eric an  E d u ca tio n 
a l Society h av e  been received. T ru ly  I  say , a lth o u g h  
th e  im p o rtan ce  of th is  Society a t  p resen t, is a p p a re n tly  
unknow n, b u t if  i t  re m a in  firm, a n d  s te a d fa s t  in  th e  
fu tu re  i t  w ill becom e th e  A ssociation  of th e  union of 
th e  rea lm  'of m an, it  w ill tho rough ly  com bine an d  
h arm o n ize  th e  E a s t  an d  th e  W efst  an d  accom plish  a  
g re a t  serv ice to hum an ity . * * *

B A H A I  N E W S  3
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The believers o f God m u st g ive g re a t  im p o rtan ce  to 

th is  Society an d  a r ise  to p e rfo rm  its  fu n d a m e n ta l p r in 
cip les an d  essen tia l d u ties w ith  h e a r t  an d  soul. I  send 
m y c o n g ra tu la tio n  an d  fe lic ita tio n  to th is  b lessed  So
c ie ty  a n d  a sk  fro m  th e  b o u n ty  of H is  H ighness the  
In co m p arab le , confirm ation  a n d  a ssis ta n ce , su pp lica te  
a n d  e n tre a t  a t  th e  T hresh o ld  o f O neness an d  beg  fro m  
th e  K ingdom  of A b h a  p re se rv a tio n  an d  pro tection , 
prov idence a n d  sa fe ty . I f  th is  'S ociety  a c ts  w ith  in 
dependence an d  e x e r ts  i ts e lf  in b rin g in g  ab o u t re la tio n s  
betw een  th e  E a s t  a n d  th e  W est, it w ill becom e th e  
fo u n d a tio n  o f the  o n e n e s s  o f  th e  w orld  of hum an ity . 
F irm n e ss  is essen tia l, fo r  if  sm a ll a f fa irs  can  n o t be 
accom plished  w ith o u t firm ness an d  s te a d fa s tn e ss , how  
m uch  m ore  a re  these  q u a litie s  needed fo r  th e  u n d e r
ta k in g  of g r e a t  m a tte r s  ! T he frien d s  of God m u st 
enco u rag e  each  o th e r  to  be firm  a n d  s te a d fa s t, to 
re a so n  an d  consu lt w ith  each  o th e r  so th a t  d ay  by  
d a y  th is  Society  wall p rog ress.

P e r s ia  an d  A m erica  a re  in g re a t  need of such a  So
c ie ty , even to  m a tte r s  p e r ta in in g  to m a te r ia l re la tio n s  
betw een  th ese  tw o C ountries, especia lly  A m erica. T h is 
Society  w ill becom e th e  cau se  of sp read in g  th e  A m eri
can  in d u str ie s  in P e r s ia  a n d  th e  g re a t  profits , w hich 
in  th e  p a s t  o th e r  „nations hav e  collected  th ro u g h  th e  
in tro d u c tio n  of th e ir  goods an d  im plem ents in  P e rs ia , 
w ill th en  go to  A m erica. N ow  consider thou, w h a t 
g r e a t  p ro fits  w ill he th e  re su lt  ! M oreover th e  sp ir i t
u a l  pow ers w ill a s s is t  a n d  help, th e  B re a th s  of the  
H o ly  S p irit w ill be sp read , th e  B reezes o f th e  P a ra d ise  
o f  A b h a  diffused  an d  th e  r a y s  of th e  Sun of T ru th  
w ill d isp lay  w on d erfu l influence.

Convey, on beh 'alf o f A bdu l-B aha, to  a ll th e  frien d s  
o f  God a n d  th e  m a id -se rv a n ts  o f  the  M ercifu l in A m er
ic a  th e  w o n d erfu l g ree tin g  o f A b h a  an d  c o n g ra tu la te  
5,nd fe lic ita te  th em  fo r  th e  o rg an iza tio n  of th is  Society.

U pon th e e  h e  B a h a  E1-Ab h a  !
( S i g n e d )  A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

(R ev ea led  in H a ifa , S yria , A pril 3, 1910. T ra n s 
la te d  by  M irza  A hm ad Solirab, W ash ing ton , D. C., 
M ay  18, 1910.)
To th e  Officers o f th e  P e rs ian -A m eric an  E d u ca tio n a l 

Society, th ro u g h  M irza  A hm ad  Sohrab.
U pon th ee  be B a h a  E 1-A b h a  ! 

h e  is  god !
O y e  w h o  a r e  f a v o r e d  in  t h e  T h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  A l m i g h t y  

a n d  t h e  l o v e r s  o f  H i s  H o l i n e s s , B a h a ’o’l l a h  !
A ccord ing  to  th e  re p o rts  of h is  h o n o r M irza  A hm ad 

Sohrab , in these  d ay s  th e  P ersian -A m eric an  E d u c a tio n 
a l  Society is  o rgan ized  in A m erica  a n d  th e  f rie n d s  of 
G od a n d  th e  m a id -se rv a n ts  o f th e  M ercifu l w ith  th e  
u tm o s t zea l an d  en th u s ia sm  a re  engaged  in th e  so lid a r
ity  o f th is  Society. I f  possible, change th e  n am e  of 
th is  Society  ,to P e rs ian -A m eric an  In te rd ep en d en ce  So
c ie ty  so th a t  in  th e  fu tu re  i t  m a y  inc lude  a ll  poin ts, 
■such a s  com m erce, in d u s try  an d  education  so th a t  
sp ir i tu a l  an d  m a te r ia l  re su lts  an d  benefits  m ig h t be 
p roduced. N ow  in th e  b eg inn ing  i t  m ay  find  no im 



B A H A I  N E W S 5

p o rtan ce  in th e  eyes o f som e of th e  people b u t in  th e  
fu tu re  i t  w ill a t ta in  tb  w orld -w ide  ce leb rity  an d  i t  
w ill in d ica te  th a t— P ra ise  be to  G o d !— a t  th is  e a rly  
period  th e  frien d s  h av e  d irec ted  th e ir  th o u g h ts  to th is  
m o st im p o rta n t sub ject. Should  th e  circ le  of th is  So
c ie ty  be w idely  ex tended  a n d  its  v a rio u s  b ran ch es w ell 
o rgan ized  a n d  sy s tem a tized  i t  w ill rem a in  firm  an d  
becom e estab lished , and  if  i ts  m em bers a r ise  w ith  p e r
fec t u n ity  an d  ag reem en t, Know ye of a  c e r ta in ty  th a t  
a t  th e  end, i t  w ill becom e th e  g re a te s t  Society of th e  
w orld, produce in ex h au stib le  re su lts  an d  benefits, becom e 
the  tree  of th e  oneness o f th e  rea lm  of h u m a n ity  an d  cas t 
i ts  a il-en c irc lin g  shad e  over th e  people of the  E a s t  
an d  th e  W est. B u t firm ness an d  firm ness, s te a d fa s t
ness an d  s te a d fa s tn e ss  is necessa ry . T h is Society m u st 
be so o rgan ized  an d  in th e  course  o f tim e its  v a rio u s  
policies so w ell defined, th a t  since th e  b eg inn ing  of 
th e  w o rld  u n til  now  no such  asso c ia tio n  h a s  ever 
been founded. T h is m u s t becom e th e  f irs t  Society em 
b rac in g  such u n iv e rsa l a im s an d  objects. A b d u l-B ah a  
w ith  .th e  u tm o s t supp lica tio n  an d  con tem pla tion  to 
w a rd s  th e  K ingdom  of Ab h a , p ra y s  in yo u r b e h a lf  an d  
begs co n firm ation  an d  a ssis tan ce .

B lessed  is th e  O rien ta l-O cciden ta l In terdependence  
S o c ie ty ! I f  i t  is o rgan ized  in a  b efittin g  m an n er 
i t  w ill he p roductive  of g r e a t  r e s u l t s ; o therw ise  it  w ill 
be f ru itle s s  a n d  profitless.

L ong live th is  S o c ie ty ! L ong  live th is  Society ! 
U ndoubted ly  a t  th e  b eg inn ing  of every  m on th  a  re p o rt 
o f th is  Society should  be se n t to  th is  H oly  L a n d . '

O Thou A lm ig h ty ! I llu m in e  T hou th is  A ssocia tion  
an d  m ak e  T hou th is  g a th e r in g  th e  b r ig h t cand le  of the  
w o rld !  F o r  th e ir  in ten tio n  is fo r  th e  p u b lic 'g o o d  a n d  
th e ir  a im  is Serv ice to  h um ank ind .

O k in d  an d  com passio n a te  G o d ! Such a  Society m e r
its  T hy  F a v o rs  an d  such  a  B ody deserves in e x h a u s t
ib le B o u n ty  a n d  P rovidence.

V erily , Thou a r t  P ow erfu l, M ighty  a n d  O m nipoten t 
and , verily , T hou  a r t  th e  P ee rle ss  an d  In co m p ara b le  
G od!

( S ig n e d ) A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

(R evek led  in  H a ifa , S yria , A pril 3, 1910. T ra n s 
la te d  byi M irza  A hm ad Sohrab , W ash in g to n , L>. C., 
M ay IS, 1910.)

F rom  'the foregoing, i t  w ill be realized th a t th e  
co-operation and assistance of all th e  friends is 
necessary, in  o rder th a t  the Society m ay be able 
to  do e lec tiv e  work, to  realize th e  ideals of the 
organization , to  open th e  door of opportun ity  to 
o u r m erchants, to spread know ledge in  th e  Orient, 
and to  fac ilita te  the  m eans of in dustria l, com m er
cial, educational and ag ricu ltu ra l in terchange. As 
Abdul-Baha w rites, the final and im portan t resu lts 
of th e  activ ities of th is  Society w ill accrue to 
A merica. In  these T ablets he has opened a 
g rea t door of in tercom m unication  between the
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E a s t and the W est, and  has clearly  detailed  the 
policies and  aim s w hich m ust be followed in  order 
th a t  it  m ay become a  fitting  se rvan t in  the world. 
To m ake the A ssociation firm  and perm anent, as 
Abdul-Baha desires, we need the active and ener
getic co-operation of all tru e  lovers of progress, of 
hum an ity , of all the  friends of tru th  and  ph ilan 
th rop ists . May we all become assisted  to perform  
th is  comm and, and m ake th is  Society a  Society of 
th e  U nion of the R ealm  of Man!

R egard ing  the suggestion of A bdul-Baha to 
change th e  nam e of the Society, it  is the concensus 
of opinion th a t  the O riental-O ccidental In terdepen
dence Society is the nam e to adopt. N atu ra lly , th e  
p resen t C onstitu tion  w ill be changed a g rea t deal, 
and  it  w ill take a little  tim e before every th ing  is 
a rranged  officially.

A lready a b ranch Society has been form ed in 
Chicago, and i t  is earnestly  desired th a t  o ther 
c ities w ill follow w ith s im ila r action. P a rticu la rly  
in  New Y ork the m ovem ent requires recognition 
and co-operation. P ersia  has done m ore th an  h e r 
share  for the M ashrak-el-Azkar in  Chicago, and 
fo r th is sacrifice, made a t a  critical m om ent, no 
m ore fitting  recognition could be m ade th an  .by 
libera l con tribu tions tow ard  the cause of education 
w ith in  her borders.

In  a le tte r recently  received, Mr. Sprague sta tes 
th a t the news of the form ation  of th e  Society has 
g rea tly  cheered our b ro thers in  Persia , who are  
proceeding to form  a local E xecutive Com m ittee in  
T eheran  w hich, w ith  th e  E xecutive Com m ittee 
here, w ill adm in is te r the affairs of the body. They 
n a tu ra lly  expect a large num ber of scholarships, 
and m ust no t be disappointed.

Dr. Moody w rites from  Teheran, A pril 27, 1910, 
th a t  “On the firs t day of Rizw an, th ree  m eetings 
w ere held in  various gardens and  about six h u n 
dred tom ans ($600) w ere collected to found the 
school fo r g irls. T h is is a  g rea t sum  for these 
tim es, and shows how eager the people are  to 
progress.” She adds: “They have been m uch
stim u la ted  by th e  loving w ork of the P. A. E. S., 
and  we hope the in te re s t there  continues to be of 
a p rac tica l tu rn . T here is g rea t necessity  and 
also a h igh sense of honor in  regard  to the love
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of all th e  friends in th is  m a tte r .” If P e rs ia  in 
her hou r t>f need can do these th ings, how much 
g reater should the response of favored A m erica he! 
The O rien t la s t year sen t over $8,000 to A m erica 
tow ard the  M ashrak-el-Azkar, and in  a sm all way 
we can show our appreciation  of th is  m unificent 
g ift by help ing  to educate th e ir  children.

Mr. Sprague reports th a t  the. photographs of the  
ch ild ren  who have received th e  scholarships al
ready given, w ill be sen t a t  an  early  date. More 
m em bers are  needed; it  costs ju s t $1.50 a m onth  
to educate a child, and under the p resen t a rran g e
m ents e ither a g irl or a  hoy can he chosen, a t the 
option of the mem ber. Associate m em bers pay 
$1.00 a year, these m em berships rep resen ting  a 
con tribu tion  to the expenses of the Society. Local 
circles can be organized in  c ities or sections w here 
n ine  or m ore active m em bers are  located.

A second need is useful books, papers or m aga
zines. In  the la t te r  category the follow ing m igh t 
be m entioned: “K indergarten  M agazine,” “E du
cational,” “The E lem en tary  School T eacher,” “The 
M anual T ra in in g  M agazine,” “The Pedagogical 
Sem inary ,” “E ducational R eview ” and  o ther edu
cational publications. On the fly-leaf or firs t page 
of all m agazines or books contributed , the nam e 
of the donor should be w ritten , and a dedication 
to th e  L ib rary  of the School of T arb ia t. W herever 
possible, l i te ra ry  con tribu tions should be sen t di
rec t to Mr. Sydney Sprague, care of M irza Azizol- 
lah  K han, rue A rbab Jem sheed, T eheran , Persia . 
However, books m ay also be sen t to the L ib ra rian  
of th e  Society, Mrs. C. S. Coles, Apt. 301, the B ur
lington, W ashington, D. C.

T he official h eadquarters of the Society is a t 
1800 B elm ont Road, and  its  address is P o st Office 
Box 192, W ashington, D. C. C om m unications and  
m em berships are  earnestly  solicited, th a t  the de
sire  of our beloved Abdul-Baha, as expressed in 
h is Tablets, m ay be carried  out, and th a t speedily. 
I t  is a g rea t privilege w hich is offered, ra th e r  than  
a  favor on th e  p a r t of those who help, yet the 
g ra tefu l th a n k s  of th e  beneficiaries w ill resound 
in  the p ra ise  of those who respond.

Joseph S .  H annen.
W ashington, D. C., May 26, 1910.
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A l ber t  R . W in d u s t — E D I T O R S — G e r tr u d e  B u ik e m a

S U B S C R IPT IO N  P R IC E  P E R  Y EA R .
S ent p o stp a id  th ro u g h o u t N o rth  A m erica, includ ing  

C a n a l Zone a n d  P a n a ,m a ; a n d  fo llow ing  is la n d s : Cuba, 
P o rto  Rico, H aw aii, P h ilip p in e s ; a lso  E n g la n d , Ire lan d , 
S co tland , W ales, G erm any , an d  S han g h a i C ity  (C h in a )  ; 
U n sea led  $1.00; s ing le  copy 10c. Sealed  $1.25; sing le  
copy 12 c.

S en t p o stp a id  th ro u g h o u t o th e r  p a r ts  o f O ccident an d  
a d ja c e n t is lan d s  includ ing  N ew fo u n d lan d : U nsea led
$1.00; sing le  copy 10c. Sealed  $1.75; sing le  copy 15c. 
S en t p o stp a id  th ro u g h o u t O rient, inc lud ing  E g y p t an d  
R u s s ia :  Sealed  $1.75; sing le  copy 15c.

A ddress a ll  'co m m unications to 
B a h a i N ew s  Service, P .O . B ox 283, Chicago, 111., U.S.A.

V ol. I. CH IC A G O , (Ju n e  5 , 1910) NOOR N o . 5

BA PIA I C A L E N D A R .
M O N T H N A M E F E A S T  D A Y S

1 s t .............. 21
2 n d ............. »
3 r d ............. 28
4 t h ............. 17
5 t h ............. 5
6 t h ............. 24
7 t h .............‘ 13
8 t h ............. 1
9 t h ............. 2«

1 0 t h ............. 8
1 1 t h ............. .............M a s h y a t  (Will) .............. 27
12 t h ............. 16
1 3 t h ............. 4
1 4 t h ............. 23
1 5 t h ............. 12
1 6 t h ............. 31
1 7 t h ............. 19
1 8 t h .............

(F o u r  in t e r c a la r y  d a y s .)
7

1 9 t h ............. 2
(M onth  o f fa s tin g )

A L L A H ’O’ABHA!
The recen t T ablets to th e  Persian-A m erican 

E ducational Society, published in  th is  issue, again  
rem ind  us th a t  the  “b irds of the m inds of m en” 
in  th is  Day, th rough  th e  W ord of God, a re  tau g h t 
a new  flight:- U niversal Interdependence.

The B a h a i N ew s  is  in  receip t of a  le tte r , which, 
coupled w ith  th e  T ablets above re fe rred  to, demon-
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s tra te s  th e  tim e is a t  hand  lo r the  prac tica l appli
cation of th is new outlook. We quote the follow
ing  ex trac t:

I a m  in receipt of a letter from Teheran, stating that 
they would like to have catalogs, showing machinery and processes for manufacturing gloves, laces, ladies’ and gentlemen’s wear, thread, etc. * * * In view
of all the East is trying to do for us, the least we can do is to give the most careful attention to the smallest request or inquiry that might come from, there. It has 
occurred to me that you rtiight possibly be willing to mention these matters in the next issue of the N e w s , in order that they could reach the friends in all pans, some of w h o m  would doubtless be able to run down ihe information desired.

In  the sam e le tte r  is m entioned th a t a com petent 
engineer, who is fam ilia r w ith  the se ttin g  up of 
all classes of m achinery  is g reatly  needed.

A ny in fo rm ation  covering these requests, if  sen t 
to th e  B a h a i N e w s , w ill be forw arded to th e  
proper pa rtie s  u n til th is  Society shall have organ
ized such a  departm en t of service.

God speed th e  O riental-O ccidental In terdepend
ence Society!

“V erily, I  have come from  God and unto  H im  do 
I  return, severed from  all else save H im  and hold
ing  to H is Name, the M erciful, the  Compassionate.”

These W ords of B a h a ’o’l l a ii, revealed for th e  
departed  soul, a re  as fa r  exalted above the con
ventional “D ust to  dust; ashes to ashes’’—as lig h t 
is from  darkness. In  one is revealed the m ystery  
of “And God shall wipe aw ay all tea rs  from  th e ir 
eyes, and th ere  shall be no m ore death, n e ith e r 
sorrow  nor cry ing” ; in  th e  o ther is h idden the 
m ystery  of “L et th e  dead bury  the dead.” W on
derful, indeed, is the new, exalted outlook of th is  
g rea t Day w herein  H is W ord creates “a new  
heaven and  a new e a r th !”

In  the departu re  of Mrs. E lizabeth  Van D yk 
B uikem a, m other of our respected E ditor, we 
again  touched th e  rea lity  of th e  power of th e  
W ord of God as revealed in  th is  Day. On the 
an n iversary  of ‘ the Day of th e  D epartu re  of 
B a h a ’o’l l a ii, May 28th, her soul passed to th a t  
S tation , th e  glory of w hich H e has revealed: —
But concerning that which you asked about the spirit and its everlastingness - after its ascension, know that it will ascend at- the time of its departure until
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i t  e n te rs  th e  P resen ce  of God in  a  fo rm  w hich, th ro u g h 
o u t a ll cen tu ries, tim es a n d  th ro u g h o u t a ll  c ircum 
s ta n c e s  a n d  even ts of th e  w orld , w ill rem a in  u n 
changed , b u t w ill be e v e rla s tin g  a s  th e  p e rp e tu ity  of 
th e  K ingdom  of God, H is  S overeignty , H is  P o w er an d  
H is  M ight, an d  fro m  i t  w ill a p p e a r th e  tra c e s  of God, 
H is  Q ualities, P rov idences an d  F av o rs . T he P en  c a n 
n o t m ove a t  th e  m en tio n in g  of th is  S ta tio n  a s  i t  is in 
i t s  Suprem eness a n d  E x a l ta t io n !

T he h a n d  of th e  D ivine B oun ty  w ill cau se  i t  to e n te r  
in to  a  S ta tio n  th a t  c a n n o t be com prehended  b y  ex
p ression , n o r be exp la in ed  by  a ll  th e  c re a tu re s  of th e  
ex istence . B lessing  be upon th e  sp ir it  w ho d ep a rted  
fro m  th e  body purified  fro m  th e  d oub ts an d  su p e rs ti
tio n s o f the  n a tio n s !  V erily , i t  m oves in  th e  a tm o s
p h e re  of G od’s desire  an d  e n te rs  in to  th e  Suprem e P a r a 
dise ! A ll th e  ang e ls  of th e  Suprem e P a ra d is e  a tte n d  an d  
su r ro u n d  it, a n d  i t  w ill have  fellow ship  w ith  a ll  the  
P ro p h e ts  of God an d  H is sa in ts  an d  sp e ak  w ith  th em  
a n d  te ll th em  w h a t happened  to i t  in  th e  C ause of 
God, th e  L ord  of th e  U n iverse  l

I f  an yone cou ld  rea lize  w h a t h a th  been assig n ed  fo r  
i t  in th e  K ingdom  of God, th e  L o rd  of th e  T h rone a n d  
th e  dust, he w ould  im m ed ia te ly  y e a rn  w ith  a  g re a t  
lo n g in g  fo r  th a t  U nm ovable, E x a lte d , H o ly  an d  A b h a  
S ta tio n  !

Services w ere held a t the fam ily  residence and 
th e  body la id  to re s t in  F o res t Home Cem etery on 
D ecoration  Day, May 30th. P ro testan ts , Catholics 
and  B ahais, by th e ir  presence, paid  tr ib u te  to th is  
tio ly  soul who tr iu m p h an tly  completed h e r earth ly  
p ilg rim age of a  full three-score years and ten.

We feel th a t our fa ith fu l co-worker and be
reaved  fam ily have the love and sym pathy of all 
th e  friends. a , u . W.

TA B LET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
T hrough  h is  honor M irza Ahmad, to Mrs. Louise 

R. W aite, Chicago, 111.
i ie  i s  god!

O thou daughter of the K in g d o m !
Thy le tte r  was considered. On account of the 

lack  of tim e, a b rief answ er is given.
The S p iritua l A ssem blies w hich a re  organized 

fo r th e  sake of teach ing  th e  T ru th , w hether as
sem blies fo r men, assem blies for women or m ixed 
assem blies, a re  all accepted and are conducive to 
th e  spread ing  of the F rag rances of God. T his is 
essen tia l. L ikew ise th e  public m eeting  in  w hich, 
one day d u ring  th e  week, the believers gather, to
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be engaged in  the com m em oration of God, to  read 
comm unes and deliver effective speeches, is ac
ceptable and  beloved: B ut now i t  is u tte rly  im 
possible to estab lish  the House of Justice , w hich 
is m entioned in  the Book of A kdas; nay, ra th e r, 
i t  is im practicable and no t to  be though t of. T hat 
is for th e  tim e w hen th e  Cause is proclaim ed and 
th e  Commands of God have become1 effective. 
T herefore, now is no t the tim e for the H ouse of 
Justice , w hich m ust be established by general elec
tion. Its  m ention is no t perm issible and its  real-' 
ization impossible.

E ndeavor ye as m uch as possible th a t  differences 
m ay no t arise  in  the affairs; le t no t every in 
significant m atte r become the cause of d isagree
m ent. If such a  condition exists, th e  end w ill be 
complete dispersion.

The believers and the m aid-servants of the Mer
ciful m ust a ll consider how to produce harm ony, 
so th a t th e  u n ity  of the hum an w orld m ay be real
ized; no t th a t every w holly un im portan t subject 
become conducive to differences of opinion. I t  is 
m y hope th a t  the friends and  m aid-servants of 
A m erica become united  on all subjects and not 
disagree a t all, for d isagreem ent destroys tbe foun
dation  of the  Cause of God. If  they  agree upon a 
subject, even though  i t  be wrong, i t  is be tter th an  
to  disagree and be in th e  righ t. F o r th is  differ
ence w ill produce dem olition of th e  D ivine foun
dation. Though one of the parties m ay be in the 
r ig h t and they  disagree, th a t  w ill be the cause of a 
thousand  w ro n g s; bu t if they  agree and both 
pa rtie s  a re  in  th e  wrong, as it  is un ity , the tru th  
w ill be revealed and the w rong m ade righ t.

Upon thee be B aha E1-Abh a !
( Signed) A bd u l-B ai-ia  A b b a s .

(T ran s la ted  by M irza A hm ad Sohrab, W ashing
ton, D. C., A pril 20, 1910.)

Mrs. M arie A. W atson is now in  New Y ork City.
Mr. John  H. W ilco tt and  h is m other, form erly  

of K enosha, Wis., a re  now se ttled  on a claim  a t 
K endall, Mont., and expect to be located there  for 
the  com ing fourteen  m onths. They would appre
ciate le tte rs  from  th e  friends.
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BOSTON.
On May 15th about fo rty  people w ere gathered, 

in  B eckton H all to  h ear Mr. Percy F. Woodcock, 
of New Y ork City. So tru ly  did Mr. Woodcock 
b rin g  to us th e  S p ir it of Acca th a t  i t  w as difficult 
to  realize we w ere so. m any thousand  m iles apart. 
The Message w as so 'sim ply  and  clearly  given th a t 
even s tran g ers  w ere touched by it.

I t  is ever a b lessing to  come in  contact w ith  
those who have sojourned in  th a t  Holy H ouse
hold and the Boston Assem bly is g ra tefu l fo r hav
ing  had  th is  opportunity .

In  th e  afternoon  a  few of the believers m et a t 
the  home of Mr. A usten in Jam aica  P lain , and  in  
th e  evening Mr. Woodcock shared  again  w ith  
o thers in  A llston h is  experiences of Acca.

H um ility  and reverence are  two d is tinc t char
ac te ris tics  b rought by all who have been in  tl;e 
presence of Abdul-Baha. Those two g reatly  needed 
elem ents in  ou r A m erican life, coupled w ith  the 
fire of en thusiasm  they  all have, m ake a  strong  
se ttin g  for the love w hich they  b rin g  from  H im  
w hose life is all Love and  Service.

Grace Robarts.
CHICAGO.

Mr. M. T. B asheer of P o r t Said, a rrived  in  Chi
cago, May 30th, and is stay ing  w ith  "Dr. Zia M. 
Baghdadi.

Miss C lara C. Tychsen, who has been ill a t  the 
H enrotin-M em orial H ospita l fo r th e  p as t few 
weeks is now a t  hom e and  im proving rapidly.

The L ib ra r ian  of th e  H ouse of S p iritu a lity  re
po rts hav ing  received about six ty  T ablets for 
p reservation  in  th e  archives du ring  th e  past 
m onth.

Mr. A rth u r S. Agnew has gone to Colorado on a 
two Weeks’ t r ip  and expects to  v is it the  D enver 
Assembly.

The N ineteen-Day F eas t of May 17th was held a t 
the home of Mr. and  Mrs. George Lesch, 3540 W. 
Monroe St. A. R . W.

The N ineteen-Day T ea of the W om an’s Assembly 
of T eaching was held  a t  th e  hom e of Mrs. Louise 
R . W aite, 5217 W inthrop  Ave., M onday afternoon, 
May 23rd. I t  being th e  ann iversary  of the  D eclara-
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tion  of th e  Bab, a special program  was prepared 
dealing  w ith  the life of th e  Bab. Dr. Zia M. 
B aghdadi gave a m ost in te restin g  and  in structive  
ta lk  upon the subject. I t  w as also the annual 
election day of th e  Executive B oard for the en
su ing  year and the  follow ing w ere elected:
P re s id e n t............................................................M rs. Id a  B ru sh
V ic e -P re s id e n t...................................M rs. M a ry  B. G rayson
R ecord ing  S e c re ta ry ....................... M rs. F a n n ie  G. Leech
C orresponding  S e c re ta ry ................ M rs. Louise R. W aite
T re a s u re r .............................. . . . . M r s .  C ecilia M. H a rriso n
C h a irm an  V isitin g  C o m m ittee . . .  M rs. M arie  L. H opper 
C h a irm an  P h ila n th ro p ic  C om m ittee M rs. E . G race  F o s te r
C h a irm an  Sick C o m m ittee ......... M rs. C hris tin e  hooding
C h a irm an  E d u c a tio n a l C o m m ittee . M iss L a u ra  E . Jon es 
C h a irm an  O rg an iza tio n  C om m ittee M rs. Louise R. W aite  
C h a irm an  P ro g ra m  C om m ittee . . M rs. F a n n ie  G. L esch 
T he work, as show n by th e  annual reports of the 
officers and  chairm en, has been m ost encouraging 
and the sp ir it of zeal and loving service is strongly  
m anifested  by all. Louise B. Waite.

Mr. Jam es Gudgeon departed  on May 26th, aged 
69 years, beloved husband of B ertha  Viola, who 
survives him . H e w as born in  E ng land  dnd came 
to th is  city  over th ir ty  years ago. He received the 
B ahai R evelation  from  h is  w ife and  becam e a  firm 
believer and attended  all the m eetings regularly , 
and  passed aw ay w ith  th e  G reatest N am e on h is 
lips. He was buried  from  h is la te  residence 839 N. 
H oyne Ave., on Sunday, May 29th, a  very  large 
num ber of B ahais being present. The B ahai serv
ice was conducted by Mr. George Lesch a fte r 
w hich a g rea t m any of those p resen t accom panied 
th e  rem ains to F o re s t Home C em etery w here 
praySrs w ere said and  Mr. Gudgeon w as tenderly  
la id  to rest. The B ahai pallbearers w ere Messrs. 
Jam es M urphy, L ars  Johnson, George Lesch and 
J. P . Carm ichael. J. F. Carmichael.

DENVER.
Mr. Roy C. W ilhelm  v isited  D enver, M ay 3rd. 

A bout fo rty  tru th  seekers, who w ere in terested  in  
th e  R evelation  of B a h a ’o’l l a h , gathered  a t  th e  
home of Mrs. N ash to h ea r h im  tell of th e  g rea t 
S p ir it of B a h a ’o’l l a h  and  Abdul-Baha now pre- 
vad ing  th e  w orld of m ankind . Those p resen t re 
ceived w ith  en thusiasm  h is descrip tion  of the 
w ork a lready  accom plished by these lives lived 
am ong m en and  the  w onderful sp irit displayed by
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th e  Bah. O ther hom es w ere also opened to  Mr. 
W ilhelm  and  i t  was g rea tly  reg re tted  th a t he could 
no t rem ain  w ith  us longer. Ella  T. Nash.

JOHNSTOW N, N. Y.
The B ahai Assembly of Johnstow n, N. Y., holds 

a  regu la r m eeting  a t  7 Hoosac stree t, the  home of 
Mrs. E m ily  Gustin. The n ineteen-day F e a s t or 
Supper of the  L ord is also regu larly  observed.

T his Assem bly has received special bounty  in  
th e  v is its  of dear believers du ring  th e  past year: 
Mr. W ilhelm , Mr. Rem ey and  Mrs. M ary H anford  
Ford. The precious souls who a re  privileged of 
God to v is it the  various Assem blies have some
th in g  to give, and to us, each v is ito r b rings bless
ing, lig h t and  love.

H udson, Clinton, Mica, C ortland, Pav ilion  and 
Oswego, N. Y., each has a believer—Oswego h av in g  
two to  uphold th e  s tan d ard  of th e  Cause. These 
dear ones, no t hav ing  the blessing of an  Assembly, 
need, perhaps, ou r especial care. If  trave ling  
B ahais can v is it any of the above nam ed places, 
m uch good w ill be done in  stren g th en in g  these 
iso lated  ones. The nam es and addresses w ill be 
g ladly  given to any  one upon application  to Mrs. 
M argare t LaG range, 42 E. M ain stree t, Johns
tow n, Secretary  of th e  Assembly.

May b lessing and love in  H is N am e be upon 
every soul. P ra ise  God, the  Day of U nity  is daw n
ing, th e  D ay w herein  the M ashrak-el-Azkar is to 
be bu ilt. Ella G. Quant.

N EW  YORK CITY.
The usual m eetings in  New Y ork are  being held, 

except a t  Mr. Dodge’s on Sunday afternoons and 
Mrs. G annett’s on T uesday afternoons, w hich have 
been discontinued for th e  present.

The B rooklyn Assem bly has given up its  hall a t 
Lockwood Academy for its  m eetings on Sunday 
evening, and the m eetings are  now held  a t Mr. 
M acN utt’s a t 3 o’clock Sunday afternoon.

Sunday, May 15th, Mr. Woodcock spent in  Bos
ton  by in v ita tion  and addressed th a t  Assembly. He 
reports th a t  th ere  is a  grow ing in te re s t in  Boston, 
and w as g rea tly  encouraged by h is v is it there .

The A nn iversary  of th e  D eclaration  of th e  Bab 
w as celebrated a t Mr. K inney’s on th e  evening of 
May 23rd. Jam es F. B rit t ingham .



PH ILA D ELPH IA .
The Ph iladelph ia  Assem bly hold m eetings every 

F rid ay  and Sunday evenings, m eeting  a t  the  homes 
of the believers going in  a lphabetical order. T he 
m eetings a re  fu ll of the sp ir it  of love, th e  believers 
being un ited  as one soul in  m any bodies. Our aim  
is to  ever strive  to hold a loft the snow-white ban
ner of un ity . E very  n ineteen  days we comm emor
a te  th e  nineteen-day F east, and  i t  is a  heavenly 
sp iritu a l F east of th e  Love of God.

Our Assem bly w as favored by a v is it from  M iss 
A nnie T. Boylan, of New York, w hile she was on 
h e r  re tu rn  from  the Convention held in  Chi
cago, a t  w hich she was a New Y ork delegate. H er 
v is it to our Assembly was very  helpful to all who 
attended  the m eeting  and m any thanks from  our 
Assem bly are  due to her for her kindness.

The Message is being continually  spread in  th is  
city. T here is m uch w ork being done in  a qu ie t 
way. Jessie E. Revell.

PORTLAND, OREGON.
Recently, a  Dr. B uchanan, who is no t a  B ahai, 

gave an in te restin g  lec tu re  a t  Fellow ship H all. 
H is subject w as: “A Com m ercial Prophecy Soon
to be Fulfilled.” He sta ted  th a t  a survey had been 
m ade by C aptain Cameron of the Royal N avy and 
now in the B ritish  A dm iralty  Office in London. 
T his survey is to build  a  canal from  Acca to th e  
river Jordan , thence to the Dead Sea, filling it  up 
to the level of the M editerranean Sea, show ing 
clearly  th a t  th e  two la s t chapters of Ezekiel w ill 
be lite ra lly  fulfilled. L ater, we had the  opportu
n ity  of delivering  to h im  The Message, w ith  w hich 
he was m uch im pressed.

He delivered, one afternoon, a t  th e  W om en’s 
Club, a  splendid address on the economic question. 
The th ree  principal points of h is  lec tu re  w ere: 
1st, N ationa l Co-operation; 2d, Com m ercial Co
operation, and 3rd, R eligious Co-operation. H e 
showed clearly  th a t Jerusa lem  was to be the g rea t 
co-operative cen te r of th e  w orld, and ju s t before 
the close of h is  ta lk  he gave The Message, te lling  
of the com ing of the Bab, B a h a ’o’l l a h  and Abdul- 
B aha, and ended by saying: “Who know s b u t th a t
th is  g rea t B ahai Message is to be th e  g rea t co
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operative relig ion  of th e  ■world. F o r does i t  no t 
come from  th e  cen te r and  a t  the very  tim e spoken 
of in  o u r B ib le!”

T he P o rtlan d  Assem bly feels th a t  th e  friends 
w ill be g lad to  know  th a t  The Message is even 
being  given by those who a re  n o t professed be
lievers.

B ahai greetings from  our Assembly to all.
(Mrs.) H a ttie  Latimer.
(Mrs.) Mary  iff. Rabl).

L E T T E R  FROM DR. MOODY.
T eheran, P ersia , A pril 23, 1910.

D earest G ertrude: * * * T his beau tifu l Rizw an 
is  b ring ing  m any blessings. I attended  a wo.man’s 
m eeting  on T hu rsday  w here more than  fifty were 
p resen t and the w arm th  of B ahai love was again 
felt. * * * Y esterday w as a glorious day. In
th e  afternoon, the B ahais divided in to  th ree  groups 
and  w ent to th ree  different gardens ou ts ida  of 'the 
c ity  to discuss the subject of th e  g ir ls ’ school and 
ra ise  the funds. The yorCng m en took charge of 
th e  m a tte r . The m eeting  w hich I attended  ra ised  
n early  five hundred  dollars—th a t is'“ a  g rea t sum  
fo r P ers ia  ju s t now.

M irza Ali A kbar, a  new  a rr iv a l from  Acca, read  
one of th e  T ablets fo r the m arty rs  and  then  sa id : 
“Your re la tives and  friends gave up th e ir  lives 
fo r th e  Cause, and all th a t  we a re  asked to  do to
day is to educate th e  children. Shall we no t do 
it? ” T hen he chanted  th e  T ablet concerning “E du
cation .”

* * * T he B a h a i  N e w s  has been of g rea t 
service a lready  in  th e  Cause.

G reat love fo r all from  all,
Susan I. Moody.

The Theosophic M essenger for June  contains an 
a rtic le  by H a rr ie t Tooker F elix  upon th e  B ahai 
R evelation, w ritten  from  th e  Theosophic view  
point. In  sp ite  of th e  divergence of opinion be
tw een Theosophists and  B ahais as to re incarna tion  
and  th e  S ta tion  of B a h a ’o’l l a h  and  Abdul-Baha, 
th e  a rtic le  expresses a  sym pathy for th e  B ahai 
m ovem ent th a t  w ill in te re s t B ahais.
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TABLETS PROM ABDUL-BAHA.
T hrough  his honor M irza A hm ad Sohrab, to the 

believers of God, Chicago, 111.
Upon them  be B a h a ’o ' i .l a h  E1-Abh a !

S t a n d i n g  ( left  to r i g h t ) —  Mr. W in d u s t ,  Mr.  Remey, Mrs.  T r u e ,  M r  
Lesch, Mrs .  Brush,  M r.  Hall’,' Mr.  Br ush ,  Mr. Chase ,  Mr. Jacobsen 
Mr. Cur r ie r .

Se at ed  ( l e f t  to r ig h t )  — Mr. Scheffler,  Mr.  Struven, Mr. Agnew, Mr. 
W ood wor th ,  M r.  Fuller.

HE IS GOD!
0  ye mercifu l fr iends and the respected spiritual  

maid-servants !
Y our blessed photograph* was received and  stud 

ied. I t  im parted  unm easurable happiness. P raise  
be to God! th a t  the faces are  illum ined, the  hearts

* R e fers  'to  above p h o to g rap h  ta k e n  of th e  com m ittee 
g a th e red  to exam ine th e  p la n s  su b m itted  by a rch itec ts  
fo r  the  M ashrak -e l-A zkar, a t  th e  residence  of M rs. 
C orinne T rue, Chicago, A u g u st 1, 1909.
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a re  the rose-gardens of th e  love of God and the 
sp irits  a re  rejoiced th rough  th e  divine G lad-tidings. 
T hank  ye God th a t ye have assem bled your like
nesses upon one page. All of you a re  the sons and 
daugh ters of th e  K ingdom , are  in  perfect harm ony 
and  united , a ttrac ted  and  enkindled.

J u s t as these bodies a re  assem bled together, so 
th e  h ea rts  a re  a ttuned  w ith  th e  m usic of heaven 
and  th e  souls en rap tu red  w ith  th e  melody of T ru th . 
Ye a re  all waves of one sea, rays of one sun, trees 
of one o rchard  and  flowers of one garden. The 
pow er of th e  K ingdom  h a th  assem bled you to 
gether, and  I hope th a t  you m ay become assisted  
in  such wise as to  ra ise  the  canopy of th e  oneness 
of the  kingdom  of hum anity , to u n fu rl the banner 
of love and k indness am ong the sons of men, to 
perfum e th e  n ostrils  w ith  th e  F rag rances of the 
P arad ise  of Ab h a  and to  illum ine th e  hearts  of the 
people of th e  w orld w ith  th e  splendors of the Sun 
o f T ru th .

Upon ye be B aha E1-Abha !
(S igned)  Abdtjl-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ra n s la te d  by  M irza  A hm ad  Sohrab, Feb. 28, 1910, 
W ashing-ton, D. C .)

T hrough  M irza A hm ad Sohrab to th e  friends of 
Buffalo, N. Y.

Upon th em  be B a h a ’o’ll a h -EI-Ab h a ! 
h e  is  god!

0  ye  sons and daughters of the Kingdom,!
Y our b rief and in te restin g  le tte r  w as perused. 

A lthough i t  w as brief, y e t in rea lity  i t  w as a de
ta iled  book. E very  w ord was a  le tte r, for i t  con
ta ined  th e  oneness of the realm  of hum anity , and 
i t  w as a  proof of th e  oneness and concord among 
th e  friends and  m aid-servants of God. Today all 
the com m unities of the w orld are  engaged in  fight
ing  and  q u arre ling  w ith  each other. T here is a 
relig ious s trife , a  sec ta rian  strife , racial bias, p a t
rio tism , political contentions, com m ercial compe
tition , in d u s tria l r iv a lry  and a  b a ttle  to defend 
th e ir  honor.

In  rea lity  these s trifes  are  continual, and there  
is no cessation o r in te rru p tio n  thereto . Now con
s id e r  ye w ith  w hat power and  streng th , love and 
devotion, union and  harm ony, happiness and joy
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th e  friends of God m u st arise , so th a t  th ey  may 
reconcile and crystallize  together these different 
fighting and quarre ling  com m unities. W ere i t  no t 
for th e  confirm ations of th e  W ord of God th e  real
ization of these facts would have been im possible 
and im probable. B u t th e  confirm ation of the  K ing
dom of God, the penetra tion  of th e  W ord of God, 
th e  illum ination  of th e  D ivine Teachings, th e  in 
s truc tions and advices o f B a h a 'o’ll a h  w ill solve 
these problem s and  ere long th e  T abernacle of the 
Oneness of hum an ity  w ill be ra ised  in  all regions, 
th e  beloved w ill find g rea t rejo icing and beatitude 
and  like unto th e  lum inous s ta rs  they  w ill shine 
from  th e  horizon of sanctity .

Upon ye be B aha EI-Ab h a !
( Signed)  A bdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ra n s la te d  b y  M irza  A hm ad  Sohrab, W ash in g to n , 
D. C„ M ay 4, 1910.)
T hrough  M irza A hm ad Sohrab, to  the B ahai As 

sem bly of Cleveland, Ohio.
D r. P au lin e  B. Peeke,
E . C. B. Peeke,
E m m a  K. Noble,
M yrtle  P e rk in s  Sw ingle, 
D r. C. M. Sw ingle, 
M ildred  E m ily  Swingle, 
E v a  M ae Sw ingle,

E lla  P . P rid a y , 
K a th ry n  P re s to n , 
M rs. J . C lark ,
A lb e rt J . W est, 
M innie E. G redsann , 
A hm ad Sohrab.

HE IS GOD!
0  ye brothers and sisters of Abdul-Baha!

T our le t te r  w as received. T he m eeting  w hich 
w as established in  the  home of Dr. P au line  was 
an  illum ined ga th e rin g  and  m ercifu l assembly. 
Should ye rem ain  firm and steadfast, know  ye of 
a c e rta in ty  th a t ye w ill be assisted  by th e  help of 
the  K ingdom  of A b i-i a  and confirmed in th e  service 
in  th e  R ealm  of T ru th , fo r th rough  th e  pow er of 
the  W ord of God and th e  brea ths of the Holy 
S p ir it th e  un iversal forces of th e  angels of heaven 
a re  draw n in  b a ttle  a rra y  on th e  p lain  of th e  Su
prem e Apex and a re  expecting to  a ss is t and m ake 
victorious th a t soul who is h asten ing  tow ard  the 
field of the K ingdom.

U pon ye be B a h a  EI-A b h a !
( S ig n ed ) Abdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ra n s la te d  b v  M irza  A hm ad Sohrab, W ash in g to n , 
D. C., M ay 4, 1910.)
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T hrough  M irza Ahmad, to  th e  friends and m aid 
se rv an ts  of God, Sandusky, Ohio.

Upon th e m  be B a h a ’o’ix a h -E1-Ab h a !
H E IS  GOD!

O ye  who are favored in  the Threshold of the  
A lm ig h ty !

Y our le t te r  was a rose-garden of significances 
and  from  i t  th e  frag rance  of the Love of God was 
exhaled. The friends can ta lk  w ith  each o ther 
w ithou t the lips o r  tongue, and  w ith o u t the as
sistance of pen, ink  and  paper they  correspond 
w ith  each o ther in  th e  w orld of h e a r t and  sp irit. 
Y our b rie f le t te r  w as an ind ication  of those de
ta iled  le tte rs . I t  w as th e  essence of tru th s  and 
contained innum erable  m eanings. . T herefore, in 
re a lity  I read  in  your le t te r  a book, and I felt 
th a t  all of you are  illum ined  by the  lig h t of guid
ance, a re  soaring  in  th e  infinite sphere of th e  love 
of God, like  unto  th e  b ird s sing ing  w onderful melo
dies in  th is  rose-garden and lik e -u n to  th e  n igh t
ingale  ch an ting  harm onious songs and m usic. We 
expect th a t  day a fte r  day th is  melody w ill become 
sw eeter, th is  sym phony m ore w onderful and th is 
song m ore exquisite. I t  is assured  th a t  the  con
firm ations of God w ill a ss is t th a t  ga th e rin g  to 
p rogress; th e  boundless g ifts w ill increase and  il
lum ine a ll w ith  th e  lig h t of guidance.

Upon th e m  be B a h a ’o’llai-i -EI-Ab h a !
(S igned)  Abdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ra n s la te d  by  M irza  A hm ad  Sohrab, W ash in g to n , 
D . C„ M ay 4, 1910.)

E xtra c ts  fr o m  a Tablet to a California Believer.- 
H E IS  GOD!^

I beg of God th a t  th e  m eans of th y  composure 
m ay be b rough t about, th a t  thou m ayest be released 
from  th e  fe tte rs  of th is  w orld, become a n ig h tin 
gale, be freed from  the cage of the a ttach m en t of 
th is  e a r th  and soar heavenw ard in  th e  atm osphere 
o f joy.

R egard ing  the  use of liquors: A ccording to the
tex ts  o f th e  Book of Akdas, both lig h t and  strong  
d rin k s  a re  p rohibited . T he reason fo r th is  p roh i
b ition  is th a t  it  leads th e  m ind as tray  and  is the 
cause of w eakening  the  body. If alcohol w ere
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beneficial, i t  w ould have been b rough t in to  the  
world by the divine creation  and no t by th e  effort 
of m an. W hatever is beneficial for m an exists in 
creation. Now,, it  has been proved and  is estab
lished m edically  and scientifically  th a t  liquors a re  
harm ful.

T herefore th e  m eaning  of th a t  w hich is w rit
ten  .in the  T ablets: “I  have  chosen for thee  w hat
soever is in  the  heaven and  ea rth ,” signifies those 
th ings w hich are  according to the d iv ine creation  
and no t the th ings w hich a re  harm ful. F o r in 
stance, poison is one of the th in g s: now, can we 
say th a t  poisons are  to be used h ab itua lly  because 
God has created  them  for m an? H owever, sp iritu 
ous liquors, if  prescribed by a  physician  fo r the 
p a tien t and  th e ir  use is necessary, then  th ey  m ay 
be used as directed.

In  brief, I hope th a t  thou  m ayest find e ternal 
bliss and receive inexhaustib le  joy and  happiness. 
The a fte r  effect of d rin k in g  is depression, b u t the 
w ine of th e  Love of God bestows exa lta tion  of th e  
sp irit.

Upon th ee  be B a h a  E1-Abh 'a !
(Signed) A bdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

h e  i s  god!
0  thou seeker a fter  the knowledge of num bers!

T hy le tte r  w as received. The science of num 
bers is one of the common sciences, b u t the  aim  
of A bdul-Baha is, th a t  th e  H eavenly Knowledge 
and D ivine W isdom  encircle the w orld of existence.

Shouldst thou  desire to become m y pupil thou 
m ust acquire th e  M ysteries of God and a tta in  to 
the Knowledges and Sciences of th e  K ingdom —for 
they  are  th e  cause of th e  life of th e  w orld  and  the 
salvation  of hum anity .

Upon thee  be g ree ting  and praise!
( Signed) A bdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ra n s la te d  bv  M irza  A h m ad  Sohrab, W ash ing ton , 
D. C., M ay 27th, 19X0.)

A recen t le tte r  from  Mrs. M arie A. W atson in 
form s us th a t she is now settled  in  her new  home, 
“The K nickerbocker,” 794 E a s t 158th St., New Y ork 
City, w hich is open a t all tim es to in q u ire rs  o r  the 
friends from  any or everyw here.
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L E T T E R  FROM MR. SPRAGUE.
T eheran, Persia, May 21, 1910.

My dear B ro ther A hm ad: Your two le tters, en
closing check for £61, w ere received la s t week. 
Y esterday I p resented  your le tte rs  to th e  S p iritua l 
A ssem bly and a t the sam e tim e w ere read  two 
T ablets from  A bdul-Baha giving' h is  perm ission to 
th e  believers to accept tile offering from  A m erica 
fo r th e  T a rb ia t school. * * * The believers are
going to  discuss th is  m a tte r  a t  a  special m eeting 
n ex t W ednesday and then  an  answ er w ill be sen t 
to  you. A t la s t I am  happy to say th ings are  mov
ing  here, and I hope th e  n ex t tim e I w rite  I can 
send th e  nam es of the boys we have picked out 
and also a rep o rt of w hat th e  com m ittee has done. 
I th in k  th e  p resen t com m ittee th a t we have for 
th e  T arbiat- school w ill also tak e  charge of th e  af
fa irs  of the  Persian-A m erican E ducational Society.

I hope you w ill pardon  m y n o t w ritin g  m ore 
often. One, reason is, th e re  w as n o th in g  definite 
to  w rite  u n til th e  perm ission cam e from  Acca; 
an o th e r reason, th a t  I have m ore th a n  one m an 
can do. I have a good aid in  th e  school now— 
M irza Yousef K han—so w ill have m ore leisure. 
E very  day new pupils are  coming. D uring  the 
past ten  weeks seventy have been enrolled and th e  
school is too sm all and we m ust soon build  a new 
school.

L as t week we had a reception  in  th e  school 
w hich w as very  successful. The fa th e rs  of th e  
ch ild ren  w ere p resen t and  several notable persons, 
such as P rince  F arm an-F arm a, Sheik-or-Rais, the 
A m erican M inister, Mr. R ussell, e t al. The boys 
delivered ta lk s  in  E nglish , French , P ers ian  and 
A rabic, w en t th rough  a m ilita ry  d rill and  sang 
p a trio tic  songs. Mr. R ussell seemed very  pleased 
w ith  all he saw. * * * The pictu res w ere taken, 
w hich I w ill send to you. Roy W ilhelm  had  sen t 
a fo un ta in  pen to  be g iven to  th e  boy who m ade 
th e  best progress, and  th is  was given and  created 
a  good im pression am ong th e  v isitors.

H ave I to ld  you about the g ir ls ’ school? I t  
looks as though  we w ould have one s ta rted  soon. 
On th e  firs t day of th e  F eas t of th e  R izw an our 
young m en’s society—th e  M ahfele-M orattab—of 
w hich I am  a m em ber, held a m eeting  in  one of



th e  gardens in  o rder to ra ise  money fo r th is  p u r
pose. In  one day over 600 toum ans w as raised, 
and  w ith  the  help th a t  comes from  A m erica we 
ought to have a very  good school for g irls. A le tte r 
has been w ritten  to Acca, ask ing  for a  w om an 
teacher. Of course the believers in  A m erica w ill 
choose th e  one best fitted. * * * I am  expecting 
to leave in  a  m onth  for Acca, so w hoever is ap
pointed can s ta r t  from  A m erica in  July, m eet me 
in  Acca and th en  re tu rn  w ith  me to  P e rs ia  in  
Septem ber.

Probably you have heard  from  Dr. P areed  of m y 
g rea t good fo rtune—th a t  I am  to m arry  one of our 
O rien tal sp iritu a l sisters, and  so th e  second E ast 
and  W est m arriage  am ong the believers w ill take  
place. Does no t the fact th a t  A bdul-Baha g ran ted  
h is perm ission show th a t g rea t changes have taken  
place in  Persia?  I shall b ring  my w ife to T eheran 
and take a home and  se ttle  down in a  tru e  P ers ian  
fashion.

I have n o t been able to  see m uch of Miss R ussell, 
the  daugh ter of the A m erican m in ister, as I have 
so litt le  tim e to m ake calls. I spoke to  h e r about 
teach ing  in th e  g ir ls ’ school and she. said  she was 
quite ready to come. I w ill w rite  her to v is it th e  
school some day soon.

G reeting  to a ll the friends and best w ishes to 
yourself. Y ours fa ith fu lly  in  the  Cause,

Sydney  Syrague.
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On Sunday, Ju n e  12th, the Vaheed Choral So
ciety v isited  the K enosha Assem bly and repeated 
the  m usical program  of the la te  Convention. I t  
was a perfect day and th e  hosp ita lity  of th e  K e
nosha friends knew  no bounds. Upon th e ir  a r 
rival, th e  singers and v is itin g  friends from  o ther 
nearby  A ssem blies partook  of a lav ish  feast, a f te r  
w hich a  service was held  and  sh o rt speeches from, 
the v is iting  friends in terspersed  th e  m usical p ro
gram , w hich was added to  by the young m usicians 
of the K enosha Assembly. T hroughou t the day 
th e  w onderful A bh a  S p ir it w as m anifested , and 
the  Choral Society desires to extend, th rough  th is  
m edium , to the K enosha friends, its  deep apprecia
tion  of th e  p leasure afforded upon th is  m em orable 
occasion. Louise R. Waite, Pres. V. C. S.
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A U jAH’O’ABHA!
The follow ing artic le  appeared in the daily  

press of recen t date, and is an evidence of the 
w orkings of the S p irit of th is  G reat D ay as out
lined in the  T ablets to th e  Persian-A m erican E du
cational Society, published in  our la s t issue:

(Special C able to th e  C hicago D aily  N ew s fro m  P a r is , 
F ra n ce , Ju n e  14.)

“A m e r ic a n s  : R e ju v e n a ted  T u rk ey  b ids you welcom e. 
T h is  is th e  m essage  I  w ould  like to give to  A m erica  on 
b e h a lf  of th e  people of T u rk ey  th ro u g h  th e  colum ns of
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th e  D aily  N ew s. T he O tto m an  em pire  ex tends its  h an d s 
to  th e  m e rc h a n ts  an d  tra v e le rs  of a ll  n a tio n s . T he 
door a t  la s t  is w ide  open a n d  the  o ld regim e is dead  
beyond hope of re su rre c tio n .”

T hese w o rd s w ere  ad d ressed  w ith  the  fe rv o r of p a 
tr io tism  to th e  co rre sp o n d en t of th e  D aily  N ew s to d ay  
by Ism a il D jen an y  Bey, p re fe c t of C onstan tinop le , w ho 
lias ju s t  a r r iv e d  in P a r is  a s  th e  h ead  of a  m ission  o f  
ab o u t fifty  re p re se n ta tiv e  T urks , inc lu d in g  g o vernm en t 
officials, so ld iers, b an k ers , th e  h ead s of s ta te  m on
opolies an d  m erch an ts .

T he door, indeed, is  open, fo r  th e  m ission  is th e  firs t 
of a  se ries  in tended  to  c a r ry  T u rk e y ’s  m essage  o f good
w ill to  a ll  th e  w o rld  a n d  w ith in  tw o y e a r s  i t  is ex
pected  th a t  a  s im ila r  m ission  w ill invade A m erica.

D jen an y  Bey, a  l i t t le  b lond m an  w ho, excep t fo r  th e  
inev itab le  red  fez, m ig h t be m is tak en  fo r  a n  A m erican , 
w elcom ed th e  co rre sponden t cord ially .

“A m ericans hav e  a lre a d y  done m uch to a id  T u rkey  
in its  s tru g g le  fo r  b e tte rm e n t,” he exclaim ed, “a n d  
th ey  m ay  hav e  a  chance  to  do even m ore fo r  us. W e  
hope to in te re s t A m erican  m erch an ts , eng ineers an d  
tra v e le rs  in o u r c o u n try .”

“A m ericans m ig h t h e s ita te  to  go th e re ,” i t  w a s  su g 
gested , “because  th e  m em ory  of th e  A rm en ian  m a ssa 
cres th a t  occurred  a  few  y e a rs  ago w ould  g ive them  
th e  im pression  th a t  T u rk ey  w a s  u n sa fe .”

“ All th a t  is  p a s t ,” sa id  th e  C onstan tinop le  rep re sen 
ta tiv e  w ith  em phasis. “I t  w ill never h appen  aga in . 
T he w orld  m u s t rea lize  th a t  T u rk ey  is no lo n g er th e  
p lace  i t  once w as. T he y o ung  T u rk s  a re  in ab so lu te  
con tro l a n d  a  sp ir it  o f p ro g ress ru le s  th e  em pire. T h e  
p ro jec ts  of A m erican  an d  o th e r  firm s fo r  lig h tin g  Con
sta n tin o p le  b y  e lec tr ic ity  a re  even now  bein g  consid
ered. M ore ra ilro a d s  a re  needed. Schools fo r  bo th  
m en an d  w om en a re  b eing  es tab lish ed  an d  th e  fo rm er 
fa n a tic ism  is no lo n g er to le ra te d .”

God speed the O riental-Occidental In terdepend
ence Society!

T H E  MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR.
The F inanc ia l Secretary , Mrs. C orinne True, re

ports th e  follow ing paym ents due th is  m onth : The 
th ird  note of $5,000 due Ju n e  24th. Sem i-annual 
in te re s t on the extended m ortgage of $12,500. In 
te res t on the fou rth  $5,000 note, due nex t January .

She also sends the follow ing le tte r  from  Mr. 
Remey, w hich te lls  of th e  la te s t con tribu tion  from, 
th e  O rient: 1527 N ew  H am p h ire  Ave.,

W ash in g to n , D. C., Ju n e  15, 1910. 
M rs. C orinne T rue, Chicago, 111.

D e a r  B a h a i S i s te r : Y our k in d  le t te r  to H o w ard  an d
to  m e cam e to  us on o u r w ay  to th e  H o ly  C ity  a s  w e 
w ere  p ass in g  b y  P o r t  Said.

W hen  w e m et A b d u l-B ah a  w e asked  h im  if  he h a d
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a n y  fu r th e r  in s tru c tio n s  reg ard in g 1 th e  T em ple w ork. 
T he only in s tru c tio n s  w hich  he gave u s  w ere  re g a rd in g  
th e  U n ity  of th e  believers in  th is  g r e a t  w ork . T ha t, 
w e learned , a s  befo re  ta u g h t, is th e  a ll n ecessa ry  th ing . 
T h e  design, sty le , co n stru c tio n  an d  a ll  else o f th e  bu ild 
in g  should  be b u t a s  a f te r  th o u g h ts  w h en  w e consider 
th e m  w ith  th is  g r e a t  u n ity  of th e  sou ls o f th e  believ
ers, w h ich  is th e  re a l Tem ple, th e  S p iritu a l T e m p le ! 
In c id e n ta lly  A b d u l-B ah a  sa id  th a t  th e  Tem ple should  
be  a s  b e a u tifu l a s  th e  frien d s  could* m ak e  it, b u t  th is  
w a s  b u t a  side re m a rk  w hen  com pared  w ith  h is  d is
co u rses upon th e  S p iritu a l T em ple w h ich  is th e  u n ity  
a n d  so lid a r ity  of th e  believers.

You know  how  in te re s te d  I  hav e  been in  th e  m a te r ia l 
side  of th e  Tem ple. W ell, now  since th is  la s t  v is it  to 
A b d u l-B ah a  th is  in te re s t h a s  becom e seco n d ary  to th e  
im m a te ria l w o rk  w hich  m u s t f irs t  be  accom plished.

I  le f t H o w ard  in E urope. A  p o sta l fro m  h im  y es
te rd a y  te lls  m e th a t  he is tra v e lin g  in  E urope, w here  
he  w ill v is it sev era l of o u r B a h a i cen ters. H e w ill 
r e tu rn  to  th e  S ta te s  som etim e d u rin g  th e  sum m er. I 
a m  here  in  W a sh in g to n  ag a in  to  se ttle  dow n a n d  a s 
s im ila te  an d  t r y  to g ive to  o th ers  som e of th e  m any  
b le ssin g s received  in th e  H oly  "Land an d  fro m  our 
people in th e  m an y  cou n tries  v is ited  d u rin g  th e  p a s t 
y e a r .

E nclosed  I  send  you a  check fo r  £135 (one hundred  
a n d  th ir ty  five pounds s te rlin g ) w hich  A b d u l-B ah a  is 
se n d in g  fo r  th e  T em ple fro m  th e  believers in  th e  E a s t.

A s y e t I  hav e  n o t g o tte n  a  ho ld  o f m a tte rs  and  
w ork . Now, p lease  te ll m e if  th e re  is  a n y  w ay  in 
w h ich  I  can  help  you w ith  th e  T em ple w ork . Soon I 
w ill be b usily  engaged  in m a te r ia l w ork , b u t I  w ill 
m ak e  tim e  an d  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  th e  B a h a i w ork.

P lease  give m y love an d  g re e tin g  to  a ll  a n d  le t me 
kn o w  how  I  can  help  you.

Y ours in  E1-Ab iia ,
C h a r l e s  M a s o n  R e r n e y .

L E T T E R  FROM MANDALAY.
M andalay, A pril 11, 1910. 

My dear b ro thers and  s is te rs  in  th e  Cause of God:
Y our m issive concerning th e  M ashrak-El-Azkar 

b rough t th e  breeze of th e  love of those beloved 
ones who are  try in g  w ith  all th e ir  s tren g th  to 
serve in  th e  field of God. A t th e  com m and of 
Abdul-Baha you a re  g iv ing these th ings to weak, 
hu n g ry  and  th irs ty  ones.

We w ere m ade happy by th e  welcome a rr iv a l of 
Mr. Rem ey and  Mr. S truven, whom we had  so 
earnestly  longed to see and  hear from  them  of 
th e ir  v is it in  China, Jap an  and H onolulu, w here 
they  m et w ith  those beloved of God.

In  our country  there  a re  about four hundred
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new believers in  a  village called Koon-Jan-Ghone, 
near Rangoon, w here our two A m erican b ro thers 
reached. God has conferred  g rea t benefits upon 
them . 'T he v illagers w ere so unk ind  to  each o ther 
th a t they  did no t give each o ther th e ir  th ings of 
trifling  value; bu t now they  are  free from  such 
th ings. T h is is from  th e  power of the W ord ot 
God.

Though we live in  separa te  countries, your love 
comes to us, passing  th rough  oceans and m ountains 
w hich separa te  us from  you. In  our M andalay 
there  are  about one hundred  and fifty beloved ones 
who a re  w eaker in know ledge and w orldly m an
ners and th ings th an  you, bu t sam e in  sp irit, soul 
and  belief. Today m any p a th s a re  opened. I do 
n o t know  w hy i t  is th a t  Koon-Jan-Ghone has m ore 
believers th a n  M andalay, for th e  in h ab itan ts  of 
M andalay know  m ore K oran and m any accounts of 
th e ir  re lig ion  th a n  those of Koon-Jan-Ghone. 
Though we are  w eak and negligent, God is pow er
ful and k ind  and H ealer of a ll sufferings! Abdul- 
B aha is w alk ing  in  th e  w ork of Serv itude and he 
is our Guide, Exam ple and  M aster, and his com
m ands are  the  sw ift healing  antidote.

Our coun try  is so sm all and w eak th a t  no one 
ven tures to m ake investigation  of ou r religion, 
though we announce the teachings and publish 
them . Abdul-Baha is th e  K ing  of Serv itude over 
the whole world, s tr iv in g  to  un ite  all th e  different 
peoples and  le t them  enjoy peace and tran q u illity  
of Paradise. T hrough  the  power of B aha all th e  
problem s of the  w orld a re  to  be solved, overcom 
ing  all the difficulties. We are  all g e tting  and 
keeping good health  and doing the duty  w hich all 
the  ancien t P rophets desired to do and  prayed to 
God to  m eet w ith  these days of blessing. H e is th e  
Ocean of oceans w hich can never be em ptied, and 
from  th is  Ocean g rea t quan tities  of w ater are  
conducted by riv e rs  w hich m ake th e  countries fer
tile  w hen they  receive it. W e w ere pleased to re
ceive such clear W ater and  are  g iv ing i t  to  all 
th irs ty  ones who come and receive it.

Give our love and greetings to all th e  beloved 
of God. in  j j i s  Holy Name,

Maung B a  Kya.



BALTIMORE.
A series of inform al out-door m eetings w ill be 

given by th e  B altim ore Assem bly d u rin g  June, Ju ly  
and  A ugust, a t  the home of Mrs. Rose Struven, on 
Sundays a t 3 p. m. Among th e  speakers expected 
a re  th e  follow ing: Mrs. P au line H annen, M irza
A hm ad Sohrab, Mr. H ooper H arris , Mons. H. Drey
fus, Mr. Joseph H. H annen, Mrs. E. C. G etsinger, 
Dr. Ameen U. Fareed , Mr. H ow ard M acN utt, Mr. 
C harles Mason Remey.

CHICAGO.
The U nity  F eas t of June  5th, held a t  the res i

dence of Mrs. E. F . Davies, 5847 L aSalle St., was 
an  occasion of sp iritu a l up lifting  to  the m any who 
attended.

Mrs. C orinne T rue is now a t her sum m er home 
in  F ru itp o rt, Mich., w.hich is an  active B ahai cen
ter. Mrs. Louise R. W aite  is spending a couple of 
weeks w ith  her.

Mrs. E va W ebster R ussell and Miss B eatrice 
D avies expect to leave Chicago about Ju ly  1st for 
an  eastern  tr ip  and sum m er outing. They w ill 
v is it th e  W ashington, D. C., and  B altim ore Assem
blies, then  go to N orfolk, Va., and from  th ere  to 
New Y ork City. Miss D avies w ill re tu rn  to  Chi
cago from  New Y ork and  Mrs. R ussell w ill go to 
Providence, R. I., re tu rn in g  home some tim e in  
A ugust.

LONDON, ENGLAND.
T he B a h a i N ew s  com es to  u s  w ith  r e fre sh in g  t id 

in g s  o f p ro g re ss  in  a ll lan d s .
Our h ea rts  have been m ade glad  w ith  the su- 

p rem est joy in  h earin g  the verbal m essages b rough t 
us by Miss B uckton and Miss Schepel who have 
spen t a  few  weeks a t  Acca. Miss B uckton is a  
stro n g  club woman here  and her re tu rn  has been 
th e  m eans of spread ing  the  “G lad-tidings” am ong 
m any who otherw ise would have w aited  loqg for 
th is  Message.

A t a  recen t m eeting  Mons. D reyfus, of P aris, 
gave us an in sp irin g  ta lk . He w as en rou te  for 
Am erica. T h is address w as listened to w ith  m uch 
in te re s t by a  good num ber of believers who gather 
each F rid ay  evening a t  10 Chem iston G ardens, K en
sington.

V I B A H A I  N E W S
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Two feasts have been given a t  Dr. F ish e r’s a t

trac tive  studio  in  T ren tishoe M ansions. As th e  
believers a re  scattered , these F easts  have been 
largely  a ttended  in  the  afternoon. A t these g a th 
erings B ahais have come from  E astborne, Surrey, 
H ornsey and  Essex. M any w ere able to  avail them 
selves of th is  m eeting  by holding i t  on a  week 
day. Dr. F ish e r has also been giv ing  a  series of 
lec tu res on th e  “Seven V alleys” F rid ay  evenings. 
These w ere in te rru p ted  by h is recen t v is it to 
America. We are  to  have the nex t F eas t a t  h is 
studio, w here i t  is hoped m any w ill ga ther to wel
come Dr.. F ish e r back to London.

W e are  g ra te fu l to Mrs. B rittingham , Mrs. B ar
n a rd  and  Mr. W ilhelm , of New Y ork City, for lite ra 
tu re  as well as personal le tte rs  w hich have been 
read  to  th e  A ssem bly from  tim e to  tim e.

K hosroe Bohrnan, from  B urm ah, is v is itin g  the 
London Assembly. He tells us the grow th of un ity  
is  rap id ly  spread ing  th rough  th e  B ahai Cause. H is 
beau tifu l expositions of T ru th  are  picturesque and 
im pressive. He speaks E nglish  understandingly .

The A ssem bly is sp lendidly  harm onious and 
grow ing health ily . C. B.

N EW  YORK CITY.
The N ew  Y ork Assem bly has been g rea tly  favored 

by the presence of and  beau tifu l ta lk s  from  our 
B ahai b ro ther Mons. H ippolyte D reyfus of P aris, 
F rance.

Mr. K inney has gone ou t of the city, w ith  h is 
fam ily, for the  sum m er, and the Sunday evening 
m eetings, w hich w ere held  in  h is studio, w ill be 
held, instead, in  th e  home of o ther believers. Miss 
P hilips, in  whose studio some beautifu l occasional 
m eetings have been held th roughou t the w in ter, has 
also gone out of New Y ork for the sum m er. The 
W ednesday evening m eeting  for Bible in s truc tion  
in  th e  studio of Mrs. G annett, “T he Chelsea,” 222 
W est 23rd St., is yet open; also the regu la r F rid ay  
evening m eetings held  in  Miss Thom pson’s studio, 
119 E ast 19th S't.

T he G enealogical H all m eetings (226 W est 58th 
S t.) , held every Sunday m orning, have h itherto  
been closed d u rin g  Ju ly  and  A ugust, bu t d u ring  the 
p resen t sum m er w ill be regu larly  continued there. 
On June -5th th e  n ineteen  day F eas t w as held in
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B ronx Park . In  our G enealogical H all Sunday 
m orn ing  m eetings th e  firs t h a lf of the hour is given 
to  th e  read ing  of th e  W ord by the one who con
ducts th e  m eeting, followed by a  b rief ta lk  from  
some one of the friends. T his m eeting  is conducted 
by both our b ro thers and  s iste rs in  th e  Cause of 
God. Always the hym ns, composed by Mrs. W aite, 
a re  sung and often a  sacred  solo is rendered, gen
e ra lly  by Miss E d ith  Magee. A B ahai chant, com
posed by one of our early  New Y ork believers, 
Mrs. Gibbons, is also som etim es sung  as a  solo. 
These Sunday m orn ing  m eetings are  becoming in 
creasing ly  beautifu l in  sp irit.

By perm ission from  Abdul-Baha, Dr. S arah  Clock, 
of New Y ork Assembly, w ill soon go to P e rs ia  in 
professional services.

We g rea tly  reg re t to  s ta te  the  illnesses of the fol
low ing b ro thers  in  these v ic in ities : Mr. H ow ard
M acNutt, who is reported  to be better, and Mr. J. 
O tis W ilhelm  who is no t y e t ou t of danger.

Isabella D. BrittingJiani.
PASADENA, CALIF.

Our m eetings a re  grow ing in  in te re s t and a tten d 
ance. The g rea t love w hich is being poured ou t so 
abundan tly  from  our “H om e” is a ttra c tin g  the souls 
and  dear ones a re  being gathered  in  who w ill b ring  
o thers.

Miss H am m ond and  Miss W ise re tu rn ed  la s t 
w eek from  a  ten-days tr ip  to the Mojave Desert, 
San B ernard ino  County, Calif. They gave the 
Message everyw here, going and  coming, and held 
B ahai m eetings on the desert. H. G. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Since th e  la s t T etter from  W ashington, there  

have been several happenings of im portance here. 
On Saturday, Ju n e  4th, Mr. C harles Mason Rem ey 
re tu rned , a f te r  an absence of a  year,M uring  w hich 
tim e  he has traveled  around  the  w orld in  th e  in 
te re s t of th e  Cause. Mr. Rem ey b rough t w ith  h im  
a  P ersian  b ro ther, F a ra ju llah  K han, who w ill re 
m ain  in  W ashington for some tim e. F a rra ju lla h  
K han  is a  son of the V izier of Isphahan, who has 
held  th is  im p o rtan t office for 35. years, although 
know n as a B ahai d u ring  all th a t  tim e. ¡This
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V izier is one of the m ost im p o rtan t personages in  
th e  Cause, and  it  is th e  com m and of Abdul-Baha 
th a t  h is son be show n every loving courtesy by th e  
A m erican believers. I t  is h is  p lan  to  rem ain  in  
W ashington for some tim e, study ing  th e  A m erican 
form  of governm ent and occidental m ethods in gen
eral. Mr. Rem ey reports th a t  all is well in  H aifa, 
w here our beloved A bdul-Baha is m eeting  m any 
pilgrim s, and seem s to be in  the best of health . 
H is in s truc tions being to re tu rn  to  A m erica by th e  
m ost d irect route, Mr. Rem ey did no t rem ain  to  
v is it th e  E uropean  Assem blies. Mr. H ow ard Stru- 
ven, h is  trav e lin g  companion, w as le ft a t  P o rt 
Said, it  being h is in ten tion  to v is it the  believers in  
E gyp t and  in  Europe, he hav ing  been given th e  
m essages from  Abdul-Baha to th e  friends in  those 
regions. Mr. S truven’s re tu rn  is indefinite, w ith in  
a  period of from  th ree  weeks to several m onths. 
Space w ill no t p e rm it of even a condensed s ta te 
m en t of th e  new s b rough t; th e  general tone w as 
m ost in sp iring , both as to p rogress and  th e  neces
s ity  for fu r th e r  effort. P a rticu la rly  in  Ind ia  and 
Japan , A m erican teachers, m en and women, a re  
needed in  th e  Cause. Good business opportun ities 
ex ist for these, who can devote th e ir  tim e largely  
to the Cause. To anyone in terested  full p a rticu la rs  
w ill be given by addressing  th e  W ashington As
sembly.

T he W ashington delegates from  the  Tem ple 
U nity  Convention a rrived  home in  tim e for th e  
m eeting  of F riday , A pril 29th. Much in te re s t was 
m anifested  in  th e ir  report, and a  Tem ple U nity  
Com m ittee w as form ed to devise m eans fo r ra is in g  
funds for th e  M ashrak-el-Azkar. I t  is hoped th a t  
im portan t w ork w ill be done in 'th a t  direction. The 
receip t of the B a h a i N ew s  em bodying th e  official 
report has aw akened fu r th e r in terest. Many good 
ideas w ere b rough t from  the  Chicago Assembly, 
w hich we hope to  incorporate in to  our methods. 
P a rticu la rly  is th is  tru e  of th e  music, w hich w as 
found such an in sp iring  fea tu re  of th e  m eetings 
there.

A t the  U nity  F east, May 17th, a goodly num ber 
w ere present. Mrs. H elen S. Moss and Miss Mayo 
w ere th e  hostesses; Mrs. F. J. W oodward read Tab
le ts; E s th e r H ughes, of the  B ahai Sunday school.
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gave th e  Message very  effectively, and M irza 
A hm ad Sohrab spoke.

On May 23rd, the  A nn iversary  of th e  D eclaration 
of the Bab was celebrated. To a  la rge  audience 
form ed in  a sem i-circle around  the H all, Dr. Ameen 
U llah Fareed  gave details of the tra n s fe r  of th e  
body of the blessed Bab from  its  tem porary  resting- 
place in  P ers ia  to the tom b on M ount Carmel. All 
p resen t w ere deeply im pressed w ith  th e  sp irit and 
power of th is  h is to ric  incident, in  w hich M irza 
A ssad U llah and  Dr. F areed  w ere p artic ipan ts , 
sh a rin g  w ith  A bdul-Baha th e  know ledge of th e  
secret resting-place of the body.

The U nity  F e a s t of Ju n e  5th, w as se t aside as 
one in  w hich the  colored believers joined. I t  was 
held a t th e  W ashington C onservatory of Music, and 
th e  a ttendance was m ost g ra tify ing , betw een 75 and 
100 being present. A num ber of these w ere s tra n 
gers, show ing the grow ing in terest. A t th is  m eet
ing  F a ra ju llah  K han w as presen t and  addressed th e  
friends, being given th e  A b iia  G reeting  by th e  
en tire  audience. A m ost in te res tin g  program  w as 
followed by refreshm ents, and m any h ea rts  w ere 
touched by th e  G lad-tidings of th e  K ingdom.

The Sunday-school m eetings w ill continue 
th rough  June. I t  has been our good fortune to 
m eet a  num ber of the friends who w ere v is iting  
here, du ring  the season, on Sunday m ornings, and 
th is, w ith  the bible study, has enabled us to fill 
these Sunday m orn ing  m eetings w ith  a g rea t sp ir it
ual uplift.

T he regu la r m eetings on F rid ay  evenings, a t 
8:15, w ill be held d u ring  the sum m er, a t the Gareis- 
sen Studio, 1219 C onnecticut Avenue.

Mrs. G etsinger is v is itin g  in  New York, and Dr. 
F areed  is in  A tlan tic  City. Some of the friends 
a re  leaving fo r th e ir  sum m er homes or stopping- 
places. A nucleus alw ays rem ains to continue the 
w ork a t home.

The Acca notes of Mrs. F inch, M isses F an n y  and 
Alma Knobloch, w ill soon be issued in  a ttrac tiv e  
booklet form.

T he address of the Assem bly and ind iv idual m em 
bers 'is P ost Office Box 192. The B ahai Hospice is 
located a t 214 “B” S tree t, South E ast, th e  re s i
dence of Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Ripley.

Joseph U. Hannen.
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TA BLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA TO T H E  
B EL IE V ER S OF GOD IN  PERSIA .

Upon them  be th e  Glory of God, th e  Most Glorious! 
h e  is  god!

0  God! 0  God! V erily, verily  the rea lity  of 
Thy Oneness is sanctified above ascent o r descent, 
and  the Sun of T hy Singleness is holy above ap
pearance or d isappearance. T hou h a s t been in  the 
m ystery  of T hine Id en tity  and the  e te rn a lity  of 
T hine E xistence; m oving in  the exalta tion  of Thy 
S anctity  and th e  loftiness of T hy P u rity . The 
souls who penetra te  th rough  th e  facts of life can
no t know  Thee, and the m inds w hich a re  im bued 
w ith  th e  sub tle ties of th e  universe  do no t appre
hend Thee. F a r  from  th e  spiders of im agination  
to weave th e  web of th e ir  w eak though ts in  the 
im perial palaces of T hy Knowledge, and fa r  from  
th e  b irds of unders tand ing  to  a ttem p t soaring 
w ith  th e ir  broken w ings tow ard the golden apex 
of T hine E xplanation! V erily, all th e  w ings of 
effort a re  broken and w ill no t reach  the glorious 
heaven of T hy Singleness. The in tellects are  be
w ildered and  if  they  cannot com prehend one verse 
of the verses of T hine Omnipotence, how then  can 
they  perceive T hy R eality  w hich su rrounds all 
th ings and is no t surrounded! T hy H oly and 
Sanctified Id en tity  is beyond th e  know ledge of the 
w isest and m igh tiest in  th e  w orld of em anation!

O Lord! O Lord! D eliver the  souls from  the 
superstitions, th a t they  m ay no t im agine any  dis
appearance for T hy  L igh ts, any se ttin g  fo r Thy 
L um inary , any descent for T hy R eality , and  any 
ascent for Thy Iden tity . F o r verily  Thou a r t 
above all these qualifications and  beyond all these 
a ttrib u tes . Thou h as t been and forever sh a lt be 
in  T hine Inaccessible S tation  and T hine U na tta in 
able Position. T he road is barred  and th e  path  
is closed. T hy Proof is T hy Verses and  Thy 
P a th  is T hy  Dominion.
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O Lord! O Lord! These souls a re  righteous, 
th e ir  h ea rts  a ttrac ted , th e ir  m inds enkindled 
th e ir  ears opened, th e ir  eyes seeing, th e ir  sp irits  
rejoiced, th e ir  b reasts d ilated, th e ir  rea lities  con
ten ted , th e ir  iden tities, satisfied and  th e ir  h ea rts  
a tten tive . T hey are  supplicating  tow ard  Thee, 
tu rn in g  th e ir  faces to  Thee, and begging for Thy 
Mercy.

O Lord! 0  Lord! E nk ind le  th e ir  lam ps, ignite 
th e ir  torches, up lift th e ir  waves and open to them  
th e  Door of Bounty.

0  Lord! A dorn th e ir  gardens, beau tify  th e ir  
o rchards, illum ine th e ir  faces, confirm th e ir  
words, ho is t th e ir  ensigns, com m em orate th e ir  
nam es, perfect th e ir  m orals, cleanse th e ir  hearts , 
p u rify  th e ir  b reasts and  glorify  th e ir  counten
ances; so th a t  th e  m an ifest lig h t m ay be seen 
upon th e ir  brow, and the  Bloom of P arad ise  in  
th e ir  faces. V erily, T hou a r t  the M erciful, Thou 
a r t  the Clem ent, th e  Com passionate and the An
cient!

O ye friends of God! T he waves of confirm a
tions a re  successive and  th e  hosts of assistance are  
d raw n in  b a ttle  a rray . The arm ies of the K ing
dom of A b h a , like  un to  th e  waves of the  Suprem e 
Concourse, a re  tum ultuous, and th e  Breezes of 
Providence w afting  from  th e  direction  of Grace, 
re juvenate  w ith  new life every faded and w ithered  
soul. The trees  of the G arden of the Covenant 
a re  s tirre d  in to  the u tm ost cheerfulness and the 
fru its  of th e  O rchard of th e  T estam en t have 
reached th e  stage of perfection, sw eetness and 
delicacy. The M ajestic P alm  produces luscious 
dates, and the Lum inous S ta r shines w ith  infinite 
brigh tness. The Zephyrs of the City of God bestow 
e te rn a l life, and  the D ivine W isdom g ran ts  sp irit
ual insight. The B ounties of God a re  perfected on 
every side, and  th e  Favors of the Most H igh  have 
encircled all. B lessed a re  you!—and again, 
blessed a re  you!—for you have become the object 
of the B estow als of th e  B eauty  of A b h a  and th e  
C enter of th e  R evelations of the M ysteries of the 
Suprem e Concourse.

H is honor Ameen* has g iven th e  u tm ost p raise
* N o t e : A m een is one of th e  old, v enerab le , s a n c ti

fied teach e rs  of P e rs ia .— T r a n s l a t o r .
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and com m endation on behalf of all, saying th a t— 
P ra ise  be to God!'—all the friends in  all p arts  of 
P ers ia  are  firm in the Covenant, have taken  hold 
of th e  T estam en t of H is H ighness the M erciful; 
th e ir  m inds are  fu ll of acclam ations, th e ir  faces 
illum ined, th e ir  h ea rts  asp iring  and th e ir  sp irits  
soaring  tow ard the R ealm  of T ru th , th e ir  souls 
fu ll of glad-tidings and th e ir  consciences in infin ite 
happiness. Day and n ig h t they a re  engaged in  
spreading th e  fragrances, and  m orn ing  and eve
n in g  they  deliver the W ord of God. They are th e  
Signs of Oneness and the Tokens of the B ounties 
of the Glorious Lord. They are  the b rig h t lam ps 
and  incontrovertib le  proofs. They a re  the horizons 
of knowledge and the  hosts of the Suprem e Con
course. In  rea lity  he has given the g rea test p ra ise  
and glorification. On account of th is  news g rea t 
happiness w as produced in  the h ea rts  of the be
lievers, and all a re  expressing th e ir  m ost w onder
fu l glad-tidings.

I beg of God, th a t day by d a y , th is  F ire  m ay 
consum e th e  w orld, and th is  F lam e enkindle  th e  
ea rth ; th is  Favor become a ll-surrounding  and 
th is  P a th  s tra ig h t. C ast ye in to  oblivion all signs 
of a ttachm en t and im purity  so th a t all the  regions 
m ay become sanctified and purified and  all th e  
daw ning-places sh in ing  and illum ined. T hen  th e  
P arad ise  of A etia  w ill be established in  the E ast 
and in  the W est, th e  glorious outpouring of th e  
M ajestic Lord, become universal, th e  princip les 
of the Cause produce resu lts  and the s tru c tu re  of 
th e  R evelation of T ru th  reach  to  th e  M ansions of 
the  Suprem e H eights.

Upon ye be Glory!
( S i g n e d )  A bd ul-Ba h a  A b b a s .

(T ra n s la te d  b y  M irza  A hm ad Sohrab, especially  fo r  
th e  B a h a i  N e w s ,  W ash ing ton , D. C., Ju n e  17, 1910.)

T H E  TARBIA T SCHOOL, PERSIA .
LETTER FROM SYDXEY SPRAGUE.

T eheran, Persia , Ju n e  9, 1910. 
My dear b ro th er A hm ad: You have been aw ay

so long from  P ers ia  and have become so w estern
ized th a t  you have fo rgo tten  how long i t  tak es
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tilings to move in  the E ast. I have learned  d u r
in g  these two years in  T eheran  how “to labor and 
to  w ait.” I have been hoping each week to be able 
to  w rite  you som ething definite, bu t th e re  have 
been m any h indrances in  th e  way to  organization. 
F ir s t,  th e  believers would do no th ing  un til they 
received perm ission from  Acca and a fte r th a t came,

THE ENGLISH CLASS OF THE TARBIAT SCHOOL. PERSIA.

about two or th ree  weeks ago, i t  took several 
m eetings of discussion to decide how ti, a com
m ittee  should be form ed, th e  constitu tion  w ritten , 
etc. You know  liow carefully  every po in t is 
w eighed and pondered over in  the O rient before 
a  decision is reached. A t th e  la s t m eeting  i t  was 
decided th a t th e  presen t com m ittee of the  T arb ia t 
school take  charge of th e  w ork of th e  Persian-
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A m erican E ducational Society and th a t I should 
ac t as a rep resen ta tive  from  the Society in  A m er
ica and fulfill the  duties th a t  you designated for 
me in your program . I hope to send you, nex t 
week, th e  lis t of th e  boys’ nam es, a litt le  descrip
tion  of each and te ll to whom they  belong.

As the g ir ls ’ school is n o t yet s ta rted , I have 
decided, w ith  the consent of th e  S p iritua l As
sem bly (of C onsu lta tion), to use th e  money 
sen t for the  six teen g irls ’ scholarships tow ard  th e  
expenses of s ta r tin g  th e  school and w hen the 
school is opened we w ill appoin t th e  six teen girls. 
P lease notify  the givers of these scholarships. We 
hope th e  school w ill he ready in  the autum n. Al
ready we have received over $600 here  in  T eheran  
tow ard the school and w ith  the help from  A m er
ica, th is  w ill be enough to s ta r t  a  good school. * * *

Now I w ill try  to answ er your questions about 
th e  T a rb ia t school: W e have a t p resen t 270 
pupils, about 50 new ones hav ing  come to us d u r
ing  the past two 'months, for the school has really  
a  very fine repu ta tion  in Persia. I t  is claim ed by 
everybody as one of the very  best. Several new 
schools have been founded h ere  since th e  g ra n t
ing  of the constitu tion  and though libera lly  helped 
by rich  Persians, none of them  equal ours. The 
o ther day a professor from  the D oral-Fonoun 
(S h ah ’s U niversity ) came to  our school to exam ine 
the boys in  arithm etic , a lgebra and geom etry. H e 
had  been sen t by the governm ent to  v is it all the  
schools. A fter exam ining carefu lly  each class, he 
to ld  me th a t  our school in  T eheran had such 
b rig h t and  in te lligen t boys and th a t in  m athe
m atics we w ere ’way in  advance of o ther schools. 
One of the reasons why we m ake g rea te r progress 
is th a t  our school program  is based on th a t  of th e  
A m erican schools. W hen I came to T a rb ia t school 
two years ago, I found its  program  was like  th a t 
of all o ther P ersian  schools. F o r instance, m athe
m atics would be tau g h t bu t th ree  days a week and 
th en  all th e  ch ild ren  w ho stud ied  m athem atics 
would be pu t in  one room  and tau g h t a t one tim e, 
though some m igh t be advanced and o thers far be
hind. The first th in g  I did w as to a rran g e  th e  pupils 
in  classes according to th e ir  ab ility  and degree of 
advancem ent and have them  study  m athem atics,
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E nglish , A rabic, etc., every day in  th e  week. Ours 
is the only school in  Teheran, I believe, w hich 
has such a program  and th a t  is one of the reasons

T H E  S C H O O L  C O M M IT T E E , T H E  T E A C H E E S  A N D  T H E  P U P I L S  
O F  T H E  H I G H E R  C L A S S E S  I N  T H E  T A R E IA T  S C H O O L , 
T E H E R A N , P E R S IA .

•why i t  m akes g rea te r progress. I t  takes e igh t 
years  for a boy to  finish the  school and  g e t h is 
diplom a. A boy is necessarily  about seven years 
old w hen he s ta r ts  going to school. D uring  th e  
firs t th ree  years he m ust study P ers ian  and  a litt le
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m athem atics, geography and h is to ry . T hen w hen 
the boy has a  good ground w ork in  P ersian , he 
m ay s ta r t  e ith e r in  E nglish  or F rench . M irza 
F a ra ju lla h  K han  is  the  F rench  teacher and a 
yery  good one, and I am  the E ng lish  teacher a s
sisted  by F aribo rz  who came w ith  me from  Acca". 
D uring  th e  five years  of th e  advanced course the 
boys study  one of these languages, so th a t  when 
they  leave they  are  able to converse, w rite  and 
tran sla te . They study anc ien t and m odern h isto ry , 
foreign and P ersian , m athem atics, physics, chem
istry , etc. They all, of course, m ust study Arabic. 
I teach also some physiology and botany to  m y 
advanced classes in  E nglish . * * * We have
eleven teachers now. We have a p residen t of the 
school, Dr. Ata-Ollah K han, whose du ty  is to v is it 
the  school each day for an  hour and report to th e  
com m ittee w hich m eets every week. T h is servant, 
as you know, is th e  superin tenden t, and  h a s . a  
help, M irza Y ousaf K han, who keeps the books, 
etc. T here  are  also two servants. We have a 
good size school bu ild ing  for w hich we pay tw enty  
toum ans a  m onth, bu t i t  is too sm all for our grow
ing  school and I hope nex t year we w ill be able 
to buy a  big piece of land  and build  for ourselves. 
A nother place we need is a  place for hoys to  live 
who come to us from  o ther cities. I am  anxious 
to have dorm itories w ith  ru les and regulations 
lik e  our board ing  school in  A m erica. We have 
s ta rted  a boys’ club of th e  older boys in  th e  school, 
w hich m eets every week, and  I hope we can have 
a room for th a t  some day w here we can have 
E ng lish  and F rench  m agazines and books. Your 
“L ite ra ry  D igest” is very  welcome and any o ther 
A m erican m agazines th a t people have finished 
read ing  w ill be very  acceptable. I w ish you could 
find some plays for boys to  send m e tno  g irls  
p a r ta k e )—short, easy ac ting  pieces. * * * I
am  sending you two photographs; one of some of 
th e  boys of th e  E ng lish  class and th e  o ther of th e  
teachers and the m em bers of the com m ittee and  
the  pupils in  the advanced course.

F ra te rn a l greetings to Bro. H annen  and all our 
friends who are  w ith  us in  th is g rea t work.

F a ith fu lly  your b ro ther in  th e  Cause,
E skander  Sydney  S prague.
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2

The follow ing le tte r  from  M onsieur H ippolyte 
D reyfus, of Paris , now trav e lin g  in  Am erica, w ill 
be of in te re s t to  a ll:
To th e  E d i to r s  of th e  B a h a i  N e w s .

D ear F r ien d s: I trust I w ill be allow ed tb use the
publicity o f the B a h a i  N e w s  for sending to all the 
A ssem blies o f Am erica, which I am  not able to v isit  
in  th is too short trip, the love and the greetings of 
our friends in P a r is ; and also  for conveying to a ll a  
little suggestion w hich the reading of the 4th issue of 
your publication, g iv ing the account of the Convention  
in  Chicago, and only just received— from  Paris, has 
led me to deem advisable.

I really  think that w e should m ake a  point never
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to  use  th e  n am e  “T em ple” in  re g a rd  to  th e  M a s h r i g u ' l  
A s k a r .  T here  a re  w ords in  P e rs ia n  an d  A rab ic  to sa y  
“tem ple ,” b u t  M a s h r i g u ' l  A s k a r  lia s  q u ite  a n o th e r  s ig 
n ification , m uch  b ro ad e r a n d  m uch  m ore beau tifu l. I t  
m eans, a s  you know , “ the  D aw ning-p lace  of th e  M en
tio n s  of G od,” an d  th is  p lu ra l in  itse lf  is  qu ite  signifi
can t, inasm u ch  a s  it  rem in d s u s  th a t  B a h a ' u 'l l a h  
h a s  ta u g h t th a t  w e shou ld  n o t be sa tis fied  by  p ra y in g  
G od only  in  a  p lace  p re p a re d  fo r  o u r m ed ita tio n s, b u t 
th a t  w e should  ab o v e  a ll  p ra y  to  H im  by  o u r actions, 
in  se rv in g  o u r b ro th e rs , ta k in g  c a re  of th e  w eak  ones, 
g iv ing  h o sp ita lity  a n d  sp read in g  in s tru c tio n  a n d  know l
edge. A nd  th e  H ouse of p ra y e r, w hich  is to  be th e  
c en te r  o f th e  M a s h r t g u ,l A s k a r ,  g e ts  i ts  t ru e  signifi
cance, in  th is  new  d ispensation , fro m  its  connection 
w ith  th e  d ifferen t social in s titu tio n s  w hich  ‘A b d u ’l 
B a l l  a  h a s  o ften  in d ica ted  to  us, an d  w h ich  sym bolize 
th e  w hole a c tiv ity  of o u r fu tu re  com m unities.

B y ca llin g  i t  a  Tem ple, n o t only, i t  seem s to me, 
a re  w e b e littlin g  one of the  g re a te s t  F o u n d a tio n s  of 
th is  Cause, b u t I  fe a r  th a t  w e a re  d riv in g  a w a y  fro m  
us m an y  sincere  souls w ho, ill o u r days, hav e  le f t 
churches, m osques, tem ples, in se a rc h  of a  b ro ad e r 
ideal.

B esides, don’t  you th in k  th a t  th e  w o rd  M a sh r ig u - ' l  
A s k a r  is  ha rm o n io u s enough to acq u ire  c itizensh ip  in 
o u r occiden ta l lan g u ag es w ith  Q uran , a lgeb ra , su ltan , 
ja sm in e  an d  m an y  o th e r  w ords w h ich  a lso  come d i
rec tly  fro m  th e  E a s t?  L e t us be th e  p ioneers of th is  
re fo rm  of lin gu istics , w hich  w ill enab le  u s to im p lan t 
m o re  eas ily  new  ideas in to  th e  w orld .

Y ours t ru ly  in  th e  C ause of A l  A b h a ,
H . D r e y f u s .

The B a h a i  N e w s  endorses these suggestions a n d  
has adhered to th e  phrase, “M ashrak-el-Azkar,” 
from  th e  first, bu t has no t fe lt a t  liberty  to change 
m anuscrip t sen t in  fo r publication. We tru s t  the 
friends w ill give th is  m a tte r careful consideration.

T h a t a ll m ay  be inform ed as to w hat is in tended 
fo r th is  In s titu tio n , we quote the follow ing from  
a  T ablet revealed by A bdul-Baha:

I  am  hopeful by  div ine b oun ty  an d  g race  th a t  the  
beloved ones of God m ay  be confirm ed in  th e  building’ 
o f  the  M a.shrak-e l-A zkar an d  a ll  i ts  accessories, fo r 
t h e  M a s h r a k - e l - A s k a r  h a s  i m p o r t a n t  a c c e s s o r i e s  w h i c h  
a r e  a c c o u n t e d  o f  t h e  b a s i c  f o u n d a t i o n s .  T hese a re  : 
School fo r  o rp h an  ch ild ren  ; H osp ita l an d  D isp en sary  
fo r th e  p o o r; P lace  fo r  the  in c a p a b le : 1. e., (H om e 
fo r  the  cripp le) ; College fo r  th e  H ig h er Scientific E d u 
cation .

T he m ean in g  is th is , t h a t  in  every  p lace :
F i r s t  a  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r m u s t be founded.
T hen a  School fo r  the  E d u c a tio n  of o rp h a n  children, 

an d  th e  x^oor.
T hen th e  H o sp ita l a n d  M edical D isp e n sa ry  m u st be 

founded.
T hen th e  hom e of the  Cripple.
T hen th e  College of H ig h e r Scientific E duca tio n .
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I n  e v e r y  c i t y  a  g r e a t  M a s h r a k - e l - A s k a r  m u s t  be  
f o u n d e d  a f t e r  t h i s  o r d e r .

N ow  w e hope th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r m ay  be found
ed  In C hicago. A fte r  its  fo u n d a tio n  th e  im p o rta n t 
accesso ries  m a y  g ra d u a lly  be founded.

( S i g n e d ) A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

T H E  MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR.
The F inanc ia l Secretary  announces the following 

paym ents have been m et on th e  land  for the 
M ashrak-el-A zkar:
Ju n e  24, 1910, in te re s t on renew ed  m o r tg a g e . .?  375 
Ju ly  1, 1910, th ird  no te  of $5,000, w ith  in te re s t on

$10,000 ...................................................  5,300

T o ta l .................................................................................$5,675
W e are approaching th e  goal so earnestly  

requested  by Abdul-Baha, th a t  is, to  pay for the  
land  in  its  en tire ty  before bu ild ing  thereon. Tne 
friends have been so sincere and  earnes t in  en
deavoring  to accom plish th is  first step  th a t  a s ta te 
m en t of th e  paym ents necessary to complete its  
ow nership  w ill in sp ire  us to bend efforts to bring  
th is  about speedily:
D ec. 24, 1910, se m i-an n u a l in te re s t on renew ed

m o rtg a g e  ($12,500) ..................... $ 375
Ja n . 1, 1911, fo u rth  no te  o f $5,000 an d  in te re s t 5,150 
M ay 1, 1911, ta x e s  an d  Daving a s s e s s m e n ts . . .  700 
M a y  1, 1911, m o rtg a g e  o f .........................................  12,500

T o ta l am o u n t to be p a id ....................................... $18,725
Corinne True.

BOSTON.
The Boston Assembly had  the p leasure on June  

12th of h earin g  Mr. and Mrs. E. C. G etsinger and
Miss G ertrude Stanwood, of th e  B altim ore As

sem bly, has been presen t a t  the m eetings recently.
Miss Ju lie tte  Z im m erm an and Miss Jeane Moore 

w ere guests from  W orcester on Ju n e  19th.
Mrs. M yron P resco tt Po tter, of Tacom a, W ash

ing ton , has been in  a ttendance a t th e  m eetings on 
several occasions, com ing in  from  W est Newbury, 
h e r  form er home. She left for Tacom a June 20th, 
M iss G ertrude Stanwood, of the B altim ore Assem
bly, h as been p resen t a t the m eetings recently .

Harlan F. Ober.
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CHICAGO.
R e g u la r  w eek ly  m ee tin g  of A ssem bly, Sunday , 11 a. 
m., a t  C o rin tliian  H all, 17th  floor M asonic Tem ple, 
S ta te  an d  R a n d o lp h  Sts. G eorge Resell, Sec’y. A d
d ress of A ssem bly , P . O. B ox 283.

T he b rie f v is it of M. H ippolyte D reyfus, of 
P aris , has acted as a stim ulus to all departm ents 
of B ahai ac tiv ity  in  th is  city. Sunday m orning, 
Ju ly  3rd, a t th e  regu la r w eekly m eeting of the 
Assembly, he gave an  excellent p resen ta tion  of 
some of th e  teachings of the  KitahuJ-Aquclas,  The 
M ost H oly Book. T he n ig h t before, Saturday , the 
friends gathered  a t the home of Mrs. E va W. 
R ussell, 329 S. H oyne Ave., to h ea r him , and again  
on M onday nigh t, Ju ly  4th. Sunday afternoon, he 
m e t w ith  th e  m em bers of the S p iritua l M eeting of 
C onsultation  (H . of S .), d iscussing w ith  them  m at
te rs  perta in in g  to the w elfare of th e  Cause, and in 
th e  evening, addressing  m any of the friends a t the 
hom e of Miss G ertrude B uikem a, 1827 W. 12th 
St. Mrs. Corinne T rue  re tu rned  from  F ru itp o rt, 
and  opened her home on Tuesday evening, thus 
g iv ing  ano ther opportun ity  to h ear h im  before h is 
departu re  for M ontreal, the  follow ing day.

Mrs. A. S'. Agnew and son a re  spending a  few 
w eeks in  N orth  Muskegon, Mich.

The U nity  F eas t of Ju n e  24th w as held a t the 
home of Mrs. A nnie E. M cKinney, 619 W ellington 
St.

The pupils of Miss L illian  Jam es, our fa ith fu l 
p ian ist, gave a m usicale, June  25th, a t the E leanor 
Club, 4 Tw enty-fourth St.

Mrs. M yron P resco tt Po tter, of Tacoma, W ash
ington, spen t a day in  Chicago recen tly  on the 
w ay from  New E ngland  to h e r home in  the  west.

DENVER.
S ecre ta ry  of A ssem bly , G. N a th a n ie l C lark , 4141 
X a v ie r  St.

M eetings a re  held  a t  the  home of Mrs. E. J. 
Bell, E m poria St., A urora, M onday evenings.

Mrs. A. M. B ry an t is a t  h e r home in W oodland 
P a rk , Colorado. Mrs. E lla  T. N ash  and her 
daughter, Miss Louise Nash, are  a t p resen t a t  
E stes P ark , H orse Shoe R anch, Colorado.

Josephine H. Clark.
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FR U ITPO R T, MICH.

Mrs. C orinne True, of Chicago, has re tu rn ed  for 
the  sum m er and  has taken  up h e r active w ork for 
the  B ahai Cause.

Mrs. Tobin and Mrs. W aite are  the guests of 
Mrs. T rue and together w ith  Mrs. G reenleaf, who 
is spending th e  sum m er here, a re  a ss is ting  in  the 
group work.

A w eekly m eeting is held a t  the home of Mrs. 
N elson P e te rso n ; also one in G rand R apids and 
Muskegon, Mich. T here is grow ing in te re s t in  the 
M ovem ent and  the seeds p lanted  in  these cities 
a re  bearing  the fru its  of fa ith fu lness and firm ness 
in  the Covenant.

The U nity  Feast, F riday , June  24th, w as held a t 
th e  home of Mrs. T rue. Mrs. W aite told of her 
tr ip  to  Acca and read from  her notes taken  while 
there.

Mr. C harles Scheffler and Miss Sophie Loeding, 
of Chicago, spen t the follow ing Sunday w ith  Mrs. 
T rue, and Mr. Scheffler ta lked  in  a  m ost im pressive 
way a t  the group m eeting  on the subject of “W hy 
I am a B ahai.’’

KENOSHA.
R e g u la r  w eek ly  m ee tin g  o f A ssem bly, S u n d ay  m o rn 
ing, 1 0 :3 0 ; S unday  School, 9:30 a. m ., a t  G ronquish  
H all, 218 P a rk  St. A d dress a ll  m ail fo r  A ssem bly  to 
F o u n ta in  N ichols, Sec’y, 868 P a rk  St.

The In d u s tria l School closed the season’s w ork 
w ith  a picnic. Many a ttended  and an  enjoyable 
tim e w as h ad  w ith  gam es and refreshm ents. Mr. 
W ilhelm , of New York, m ade a contribu tion  for 
the litt le  ones and i t  was used for fu rn ish in g  ice 
cream  and cakes. The school w ill open again  in  
Septem ber.

The Ighan  class, w hich w as held a t the K enosha 
A ssem bly’s H all du ring  the w in te r and spring, has 
also closed for the sum m er.

Two vacancies in  our B oard of C onsultation 
w ere caused by M essrs. W ilcott and Y ager leaving 
the city. These w ere filled, June  19th, by the 
election of M essrs. Z ina T anner and C harles C arl
son. Bernard M. Jacobsen.



LOS ANGELES.
S ecre ta ry  of A ssem bly, F . B. B eckett, 429 C itizens 
N a tio n a l B a n k  Bldg.

Mrs. Replogle, of Bakersfield, fo rm erly  of B al
tim ore, has moved to Los Angeles.

Miss E lla  Bailey, of B erkeley, v isited  the  friends 
here  fo r two days and is now  spending the sum m er 
a t B anning, C alifornia.

Tropico is a beau tifu l suburb  of Los Angeles, 
about n ine m iles away, and so m any of the 
friends live th e re  th a t  the U nity  F easts  a re  now 
regu larly  held in  Tropico. T here was a happy 
g a thering  a t  “El A zkar,” the  hom e of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. J. F rank land , Ju n e  24th. Mr. and Mrs. 
W in terburn , Mr. and Mrs. Cline, Mr. and  Mrs. 
B eckett, Mrs. S toddard, Mrs. Carvel, Miss Tesky, 
Mrs. Roper, all of Tropico, w ere th ere  and also 
two v isitors, one from  n ear San Diego and another 
from  Nevada. These m eetings a re  attended  by 
about fifteen believers and th e  num ber is steadily  
grow ing.

A beau tifu l w ork is being done th rough  the 
efforts of the friends in  F rid ay  afternoon meeting's, 
w here th e  study  of the Ighan  is being pursued in 
a system atic m anner under the wise guidance of 
Mrs. W interburn , T h is w ork is a ttra c tin g  some 
ea rn es t studen ts whose in te re s t is grow ing. Regu
la r  group m eetings a re  he ld  w eekly a t  Miss H am 
m ond’s home in Pasadena and a t Mrs. P h illip ’s 
home in Los Angeles. The open m eetings on 
Sundays in  B lanchard  L ib rary  H all a re  attended  
by about fo rty  people and are  a m eans of p resen t
ing  the glad-tidings to stran g ers  who go to a hall 
ra th e r  th a n  to a home, to  learn  w hat is going on. 
I t  is hoped th a t  m any of them  shall find th e ir  
h e a rt’s desire in  the w onderful W ords of T ru th  
th a t  a re  offered to them  in  the  B ahai R evelation.

Thalibet.
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NEW S NOTES.
W ord comes to us th a t  Mme. A urelia  B ethlen is 

holding m eetings in  Salt L ake City, U tah.
Mr. E dw ard  D iedrich S truven  and Miss M argaret 

E stelle Lowndes w ere un ited  in  m arriage, W ednes
day, Ju n e  29th, a t B altim ore, Md.
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NEW  YORK CITY.
R e g u la r  w eek ly  m eeting  of A ssem bly, Sunday, 11 a. 
m ., a t  G enealog ica l H all, 226 W est 58th St. P a u l F. 
G. M arsh a ll, Sec’y, 139 Shippen St., W eehaw ken  
H eigh ts , N ew  Je rsey .

A U nity  F eas t w as held in  the  studio of Mrs. 
G annett on Sunday evening, June  26th.

Mr. H ow ard M acN utt has recovered and Mr. 
J . Otis W ilhelm  is reported  to  be convalescent.

We have th e  p leasure of welcoming Miss E da 
M offatt F alken , from  Oakland, Calif., in to  our 
vicin ities.

The Ba h a i New s  is  crea tin g  m uch in terest, and 
is  a g rea t bond of u n ity  betw een the O rien t and 
Occident.

Mr. C harles Mason Rem ey recen tly  spen t a few 
hou rs in  New Y ork City, on h is w ay to  jo in  h is 
paren ts  in  New E ngland.

In  th e  B rooklyn Assembly m eetings a re  con
tinued  on Sunday afternoons, a t 3 o’clock, a t  th e  
hom e of Mr. M acNutt, 935 E aste rn  Parkw ay.

R ecently  a beau tifu l m eeting  w as held a t  the  
home of Mr. Hooper H arris , 1180 B road St., New
ark , N. J., th e  guest of honor being M. H ippolyte 
D reyfus.

The m eetings in  New Y ork C ity are  as follows: 
Mrs. Em m a G annett, “The Chelsea,” 222 W est 
23rd St., W ednesday evenings a t  8 o’clock. Miss 
Ju lie t Thom pson, 119 E a s t 19th St., F rid ay  eve
n ings a t  8 o’clock. Since Mr. K inney and h is 
fam ily are  ou t of tow n for th e  sum m er, th e  Sunday 
evening m eeting, w hich is under th e  auspices of 
th e  Council B oard and the W om an’s U nity, is 
being held in  the  hom es of th e  d ifferent believers.

W ord has come from  Dr. Moody th a t  the 
T eheran  B oard of C onsultation  has supplicated 
A bdul-Baha th a t Miss L illian  K appes m igh t be 
perm itted  to come to  th a t  city  to teach  in  the 
G irls’ B ahai School, and th a t Dr. Moody had 
personally  supplicated th a t Miss E lizabeth  H. 
S tew art m igh t be perm itted  to come to T eheran 
as  professional nu rse  to ass ist th e  doctor in  her 
m edical work. If these  supplications a re  accepted, 
th e  hope of th e  P e rs ian  friends is th a t  they  can 
jo in  Mr. Sydney Sprague in  H aifa  and re tu rn  w ith  
him  to T eheran. Isabella, D. B rittingham .
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W ASHINGTON, D. C.
R e g u la r  w eek ly  m eeting  of A ssem bly, F r id a y  evening, 
a t  1219 C onnecticu t Ave. Joseph  H . H annen , Sec’y. 
A ddress of A ssem bly , P . O. B ox 192.

The W ashington Assem bly was honored by a  
v is it from  M. H ippolyte D reyfus, of P aris , who 
addressed m eetings on June  15th and Ju n e  17th. 
On June 16th, a reception  was given, a t  th e  
G areissen Studio, to M essrs. D reyfus, Rem ey and 
F a ra ju llah  K han. The first of th is  series of m eet
ings was th e  regu la r W ednesday evening ga th erin g  
a t  th e  residence of Mr. and Mrs. A ndrew  Dyer, a t  
w hich the colored believers jo ined w ith  us, and a  
large num ber w ere present. Mr. Rem ey spoke 
briefly, and the address of th e  evening w as deliv
ered by M. D reyfus. A t th e  reception the th ree  
b ro thers w ere welcomed in  b rie f speeches, and 
responded in  a m ost in te res tin g  m anner, o u tlin ing  
the  progress of the Cause in th ree  con tinen ts. 
I t  is seldom indeed th a t  such a body of co-workers 
is assembled, and a large and  rep resen ta tive  body 
of believers and friends w ere on hand  to g ive 
greeting . I t  was announced th a t  M. D reyfus would 
be the speaker of th e  evening on F riday , June  17, 
th is  being th e  regu la r w eekly gathering , and a  
goodly attendance  followed. We found th e  expo
sitions of th is  b ro th er m ost helpful, and h is pres
ence w as insp iring .

The U nity  F ea s t of June  24th w as given a t  th e  
hall, w ith  Mrs. W ellesca Pollock Allen as hostess. 
A com m unication from  Mrs. G arrison, fo rm erly  of 
th e  W ashington Asembly and now on th e  Pacific 
Coast, w as read. T alks w ere given by F a ra ju llah  
K han, Dr. Fareed , Mr. Rem ey and Mrs. G etsinger. 
N ategh H annen, who h as been for th e  p as t fifteen 
m onths in  S tu ttg a rt, Germany, and  is home on 
vacation, read  a T ablet addressed to  th e  S tu ttg a r t 
Assem bly and delivered the  greetings of th e  friends' 
in  th a t  country  to  W ashington.

Miss A lma S. Knobloch, whose address is Alex- 
an ders tr. 69, 1, S tu ttg a rt, G erm any, w ill welcome 
le tte rs  and especially copies of T ablets and o ther 
lite ra tu re  from  th e  friends everyw here. H er e n tire  
tim e is devoted to  th e  w ork of th e  Cause, and  only  
those who a re  aw ay from  home and country  know  
to w hat ex ten t new s and co-operation is  helpful..



On Sunday, Ju n e  26th, th e  w rite r had th e  p riv i
lege of v is itin g  th e  fam ily of Mrs. Duckett., of 
Sum erduck, Va., an isolated believer. A nnounce
m ents had  been m ade for a public m eeting  a t  th e  
school house in  the afternoon, and m ore th an  a 
hundred  persons responded, eagerly listen ing  to 
th e  G lad-tidings of th e  com ing of th e  K ingdom. 
F u r th e r  m eetings are  planned. T his suggests a 
v as t field of service in  ou tly ing  d is tric ts ; as for 
exam ple in  the section m entioned th ere  is only one 
preach ing  service each m onth, and w ith  am ple 
tim e for th o u g h t and reflection, th e  people are  
hungering  and th irs t in g  for sp iritua l th ings.

Tuesday evening, Ju n e  28th, the residen t officers 
of the Persian-A m erican E ducational Society m et 
w ith  a  few of the friends, a t  the Society’s head
quarters, 1800 Belm ont Road, to consider w ays and 
m eans for the extension of th e  w ork in  line w ith  
th e  com m ands of Abdul-Baha, m erg ing  the E du 
cational Society in to  th e  O ccidental-O riental In te r
dependence Society. A com m ittee was chosen to 
d ra f t a new  set of p lans and la te r on fu rth e r 
conferences w ill be held.

On Sunday, Ju n e  26th, a  special m eeting  was 
held a t the residence of Mr, and Mrs. F red  J. 
W oodward. T ablets w ere read  and the sp irit of 
th e  earlie r days w as strongly  evidenced.

M irza F a ra ju lla h  K han, whose v is it was chron
icled in  our la s t le tte r, has given us some splendid 
ta lks. As he is no t yet fluent in  E nglish , Dr. 
Fareed  has in te rp re ted  for him .

The B ahai Hospice w ill be closed u n til fu r th e r 
notice, owing to  the absence from  the city  of Mr. 
R ipley and fam ily, Joseph H . H annen.

lb !'. A H A I N E W S

The Rev. O liver M. F isher, Ph. D., 5 H aym arket, 
London, E ngland , has prepared a series of illu s
tra te d  lec tu res p e rta in in g  to the Cause. H is sub
jects a re : “U nity  of All R e lig ions;” “The G reat
est E xponent of U nity—‘A bdul-B aha;” “The R e
m arkab le  S tory of Over F o rty  Y ears in  a T u rk ish  
P r iso n ;” “M arty rs of th e  N ineteen th  C en tu ry ;” 
“Dawn of Freedom  in T urkey  and P e rs ia ;” “P al
estine  of Today.”
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WORDS OP ABDUL-BAHA

F rom  notes taleen a t H aifa, Syria , by Mirza  
Moneer flam , during the recent v is it of Mr. Charles 
Mason R em ey and Mr. H oward C. B truven.

P H O T O G R A P H  O F  B E L I E V E R S  A S S E M B L E D  AT THE TOMB O F  T H E  B A B .  

M O U N T  C A R M E L ,  S Y R I A ,  M A Y  1 5 ,  1 9 10 .

In the cen tre  of the group, marked  with an X, is the aged  Afnan, who 
supervised the bu ild ing  of the Mashrak- el -Azka r  in Ishkabad , 

Russia.  As soon as i t  was finished he was called to Acca 
by Abd ul -B aha  to remain the balance of his days.

T he following le tte r  from  Mi\ R em ey to  the 
B a iia i  N e w s  m akes a  fitting* in troduction  to the 
no tes w hich follow:

To th e  E d ito rs  of th e  B a h a i  N e w s  :
M irza  M oneer Z ain  h a s  se n t m e no tes ta k e n  in 

P e rs ia n  an d  then  tra n s la te d , fro m  fo u r o f A b d u l-B ah a’s  
ta lk s  g iven w hile Mr, S tru v en  a n d  I  w ere  in  H aifa .
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I  am  enclosing  th em  to you, know ing  th e y  w ill be  of 
va lue  to  you in  y o u r  w ork .

T a lk  No. 1 w as  g iven  sh o r tly  a f te r  o u r a r r iv a l  in 
H a ifa .

T a lk  No. 2 w as  g iven  a t  a  fe a s t  w hich  A b d u l-B ah a  
sp read  in  h is  hom e, a t  w hich  th e re  w as  g a th e re d  a 
th ro n g  of be lievers fro m  m an y  cou n tries  an d  of v ario u s  
relig ious fa ith s .

T a lk  No. 3 w a s  g iven  upon  a  m o st m em orab le  occa
sion, th e  68th  a n n iv e rsa ry  of th e  D ec la ra tio n  o f th e  
B ab. (A ccord ing  to so la r  reckon ing  M ay 23rd  of the  
p re sen t y e a r  w a s  th e  66 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f th is  event, 
b u t acco rd in g  to  lu n a r  reckoning— still  used  in  som e 
of th e  O rien ta l cou n tries— M ay 15th  o f th is  p resen t 
y e a r  w a s  th e  68th a n n iv e rsa ry .)

A t a n  e a r ly  h o u r o f th e  day  th e  believers from  
H a ifa  a n d  th e  v is itin g  p ilg rim s w en t up to  th e  hospice, 
s itu a te d  n e a r  th e  Tom b of th e  B ab, upon th e  M ount 
o f C arm el. W hen  th e  f e a s t  w a s  p re p a re d  A bdu l-B ah a  
se rved  u s  a s  w e w ere  se a te d  ab o u t th e  ta b le  w hich  
h a d  tw e n ty -fo u r  p laces. T h e re  w as  á  second service 
a n d  a lso  a  th ird , th e re  bein g  betw een  s ix ty  a n d  seven ty  
p resen t. A fte r  a l l  h a d  been se rved  th en  he, h im self, 
p a r to o k  of food. A s A b d u l-B ah a  g av e  th e  m a te r ia l 
food he m ad e  th e  enclosed b rie f  b u t soul su s ta in in g  
address. I t  w a s  th e  m o st im pressive  m eal th a t  one 
could possib ly  im agine. A ny  d escrip tion  of m ine  w ould 
n o t give a n y  id ea  of th e  sp ir it  m an ifested . N o t only 
w ere  th e re  th e  m an y  m en tioned  p ilg rim s p resen t, b u t 
a lso  a  n u m b er o f  those old a n d  fa ith fu l se rv a n ts  of 
th e  C ause— m en w ho h av e  done p ioneer w o rk  in  P e r 
s ia  a n d  in  ne ig h b o rin g  lan d s— m en w ho h av e  suffered  
fo r  th e  f a i th  in  p riso n s an d  in  exile, an d  w ho now  a re  
spending  th e  evening of life  se rv ing  in  th e  shadow  of 
A bdu l-B aha. In  th e  la te  a f te rn o o n  th e  f rie n d s  a s 
sem bled befo re  th e  door of th e  Tom b. A b d u l-B ah a  
w as there . A ll en te red  th e  o u te r  ch am b er a n d  stood 
fac in g  th e  door of th e  in n e r ch am b er w h ile  he  ch an ted  
tw o ta b le ts . A ll stood save one, fo r  w hom  a  ch a ir  
h ad  been p laced, A g a  Seyed T aghi, th e  ag ed  A fnan  
w ho w a s  a s s is te d  in to  th e  building, ten d erly  supported  
upon one side by  A b d u l-B ah a  an d  upon th e  o th er by 
o u r good b ro th e r, H o w ard  S truven .

D irectly  over th e  T om b h an g s a  n in e -b ran c h  c a n 
d e la b ra  an d  in  th is  w e w ere  p e rm itted  to  p lace  ligh ted  
candles. In  th e  n ig h t H o w ard  an d  I  a g a in  clim bed th e  
m o u n ta in  a  second tim e. T he cand les w ere  s till b u rn 
ing, an d  w e h a d  a  qu iet ho u r of p ra y e r  th e re  to g e th er, 
rem em bering  in  our sup p lica tio n s th e  frien d s  in  th e  
m an y  assem blies an d  lan d s v isited  on our long journey , 
a n d  th a n k in g  G od fo r  I-Iis w on d erfu l boun ties an d  
blessings.

T a lk  No. 4 w as  given a s  A b d u l-B ah a  w a s  g iv ing  us 
h is p a r t in g  b lessing . I  a s su re  you i t  w as  w ith  jo y fu l 
y e t se rio u s h e a r ts  th a t  w e le f t h im  to  r e tu rn  to 
A m erica. H e h ad  filled o u r souls w ith  h is  w onderfu l 
sp ir it  o f love an d  w e w ere  an x io u s to  be aw a y  an d  
se rv ing  a s  he d irected .

Y ours in  H is  service,
C h a r le s  Ma so n  B e m e y .
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Tallc No. 1—H aifa, M ay 10, 1910.

C oncerning th e  dea th  of K ing E dw ard  of E ng
land, A bdul-Baha said : “T he E nglish  king, w ith  
his pomp and grandeur, u sed  to ad d ress  th e  sun 
and say : ‘Thou dost never disappear from  my
lands’ * * *; b u t now he is buried  under the 
earth . Some tim e ago th e  flags a t  th e  top  of th e  
m asts  proclaim ed th e  day of h is ascension to the 
th rone ; b u t today th e  flags a re  a t  half-m ast, for 
he is dead. T he  flags and  banners of th e  Beloved 
a re  ever w aving a t  th e  top of th e  m as ts ; they  
a re  never inverted ; nay, ra th e r, they  go on h igher 
day by day; in  fact, th e irs  is th e  sovereignty . 
W ithout fighting forces they  conquer th e  cities; 
and w ithout tak in g  any  tr ib u te  they  bestow  and 
give freely. T he kings gain  th e ir  v ic to ry  th rough  
bloodshed and th e  tak in g  of life; w hereas the  
Beloved of God confer life and a re  victorious. 
The sovereignty  of the  friends is an e te rn a l one.”

C oncerning th e  tr ia ls  and hardsh ips, ordeals 
and oppressions w hich befell the  beloved of God 
in  P ersia , A bdul-Baha said: “In A m erica th e  peo
ple shall also thus serve you a  litt le ; they shall not 
p erm it you to escape and you canno t g e t rid  of 
them .”

W e spoke about th e  in h ab itan ts  of H onolulu; 
th a t m any n a tiona lities  a re  th e re  rep resen ted  and 
yet all a re  in g rea t harm ony. A bdul-Baha said: 
“Tim e and  place p lay a  g re a t influence over the 
conditions; w hen in  a  ce rta in  p lace som e s tran g ers  
m eet, n ecessity  requ ires th a t  they  should be in  
harm ony; b u t our purpose is th is , th a t  th e  divine 
un ity  and  concord m ay becom e w ell estab lished  
am ong all th e  nations, so th a t they  m ay becom e 
as one sp irit in  d ifferent bodies; the drops of one 
ocean; th e  fru its  of one tre e  and th e  rays of the 
sam e sun. In  A m erica, w hen the  d ifferen t people 
un ited  to g e th e r th ey  w ere enabled  to  drive away 
th e  E ng lish  governm ent and establish  a  new  gov
e rnm en t lo r them selves. C onsider how g re a t is 
th e  re su lt of un ity  and  harm ony! T h ere  nas 
never been any  action  perform d nor any  philan
thropic  deed achieved except th rough  un ity  and 
concord; d isag reem en t and d issension have alw ays 
been th e  m eans of evil and  co rrup tion .”
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“A nim als are of two kinds, one the g raz ing  and 
dom estic; the  o th er th e  w ild and ferocious. If 
th e  w ild b easts  are  n e a r each o ther for te n  years, 
still, as soon as they  find an  opportun ity  they  
a tta ck  and  te a r  one an o th e r to p ieces; w hereas 
th e  tam e c rea tu res  show th e ir  k ind feelings 
tow ard  each other. * * * The beloved of God are 
like th e  b lessed  b irds; they  a re  kind and m ercifu l.”

Abdul-Baha said  a con tribu tion  had been  sen t 
from  P ers ia  for the M ashralt-el-Azkar in  Chicago 
and we should tak e  the  sum  w ith  us to  th e  U nited 
S tates. Mr. S truven  said  th a t  since con tribu tions 
had  com e from  th e  E a s t to th e  W est, we had  felt 
asham ed of ourselves. Abdul-Baha rep lied : “You 
should never be asham ed; nay, ra th e r, you m ust 
be very  happy in realiz ing  the  pow er of th e  W ord 
of God, w hich has enabled th e  beloved to  send 
con tribu tions from  sm all villages of P e rs ia .”

“Some tim e ago, a few souls in A m erica ex
p ressed  th e ir  w ish  for a journey  to  P ersia , bu t I 
to ld  them  to  defer th is undertak ing  for a while. 
Now th e  tim e has come; they  can go in  these  
days, as th e re  is no danger now .”

“As you both have been to ge ther du ring  th is 
long tour, I hope th a t  you shall be to g e th e r also 
on your journey  to  P e rs ia  in th e  fu tu re .”

C oncerning th e  m any A ssem blies in  Am erica, 
Abdul-Baha said: “T hese cen te rs m ust have a 
com plete connection and a  firm union w ith  each 
other, ju s t as all th e  various A ssem blies in  Persia . 
R est assu red , all th is  shall come to  pass .”

“Now is th e  com m encem ent of th e  daybreak  
and th e  rad ian t m orn is approaching. Consider 
th e  tre e s  yonder; as soon as th ey  peep out of 
th e  ea rth  they  receive th e  bounty of th e  sun, the  
show er of m ercy  and th e  g ift of breeze. A lthough 
th e  sam e bounties a re  being bestow ed upon them  
w hen they  b ring  fo rth  leaves, blossom s and fru it, 
still, th e re  is a  g re a t difference betw een th is  s ta te  
and th a t  of th e  form er one.”

A bdul-Baha asked  Mr. Rerney if he rem em bered 
the  few  P ers ian  w ords he  had learned, and then  
h e  said : “T he beloved of God are  endow ed w ith 
a  p a rticu la r language th rough  w hich they  express
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th e ir feelings and converse w ith one another. 
The sun  speaks to  th e  existing  beings, th e  cloud 
com m unicates w ith  th e  e a r th  and  th e  gen tle  
breeze w hispers to  th e  tre e s .”

“The ass is tance  and  confirm ations of God w hich 
shall a tten d  you in th e  fu tu re  w ill be so g rea t 
and m agnificent th a t w hen com pared w ith  those 
a lready  experienced will m ake th em  seem  very  
litt le .”

Abdul-Baha said : “The two words, E a s t and
W est, a re  im aginary  w ords; th e re  is no E a s t and 
th e re  is no W est.”

Talk No. 2—H aifa, M ay 13, 1910.

Abdul-Baha spoke these w ords to a  num ber of 
Jew ish, Z oroastrian , C hris tian  and M oham m edan 
B ahais sea ted  around  h is tab le  and w hile serv ing  
them  all:

“Among the hum an race, th e  bonds of and  m eans 
for love a re  num erous, for m an canno t live w ith 
ou t it ; nay, ra th e r, hum an life is dependent 
upon friendsh ip  and affection. Both the m a teria l 
and in trin sic  developm ent of m an a re  conditional 
upon am ity  and love, and  th e  g re a te s t honor 
and p leasu re  in th e  hum an w orld is love; bu t the 
w ays and m eans a re  different. Som etim es th e  
cause of love is sim ply re la tionsh ip  and  k insh ip ; 
and som etim es i t  is a rac ia l bond, patrio tism , 
political affairs, etc. B ut, th rough  all these v a ri
ous bonds and  m eans i t  is im possible to obtain  
a rea l and pure  love; i t  is ra th e r  superficial and 
tem porary. Such love m ay easily  be changed 
in to  enm ity and rancor, for it  is affected by the  
s lig h tes t m an ifesta tion  of hostility ; w hereas a 
tru e  and  ideal love is fa ith  and assu rance . Those 
who believe in  God and are  confident in H is 
W ord shall en te r th e  K ingdom, and th e  essen tia l 
oneness appears  am ong them  to  such an ex ten t 
th a t  all become th e  drops of one ocean, th e  rays 
of one sun, th e  fishes of one sea, th e  tre e s  of 
one garden , th e  b irds of one orchard , th e  candles 
of one assem bly and  the  s ta rs  of th e  sam e 
heaven. Such love is - rea l; th e re  is no 
in te rru p tio n  for th is  connection, no r any sep a ra 
tion  for th is  union; th is  foundation  shall never.
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be destroyed, for i t  is e te rn a l; hence it  is e s tab 
lished  th a t  th e  love w hich ex ists  am ong th e  be
loved of God is everlasting , for i t  is a  D ivine 
bounty, a Godly appearance , a  m elody of the 
K ingdom  and a  heavenly  cohesion.

“In  th e  K oran  i t  is said ; ‘They love H im  and 
H e loves them ’— i. e., th e  bounty of love is one 
of the  D ivine bounties w hich com es to  m an from  
God; ju s t as th e  sun w hen it  sends its  ray s to  th e  
m irro rs  and th ereb y  th e  m irro rs a re  illum ined; 
th is  effulgence and splendor are  from  th e  bounty  
of th e  sun. T herefore , th is  love w hich is am ong 
th e  beloved is a  D ivine bounty, a Godly splendor, 
an  e te rn a l m an ifesta tion  and th e  pow er of D ivin
ity ; i t  is perpetual.

“P ra ise  be to God! Ye a re  gathered  h ere  under 
th e  shadow  of th e  B lessed B eauty  and  your h ea rts  
a re  overflow ing w ith  H is love, your souls a re  re 
jo ic in g  in  H is favors and A bdul-Baha is serv ing  
you. W h a t m ore do you need?”

Talk: No. 3—H aifa, M ay 15, 1910.

U tte red  by A bdul-Baha on th e  day of th e  annual 
ce leb ra tion  of th e  B ab’s D eclaration , held on 
M ount Carm el, w hen rep resen ta tiv es  of all differ
e n t relig ions, such as Jew ish , Z oroastrian , C hris
tia n  and  M oham m edan B ahais w ere sea ted  around 
th e  tab le  and A bdul-Baha was serv ing  them  all 
personally :

“T here  a re  d ifferen t ga therings and various 
m eetings held in  th e  w orld w hich apparen tly  a re  
in  th e  u tm o st degree of a rran g em en t and  o rder; 
in  th e  palaces of th e  k ings m any feas ts  and 
banquets a re  held w hich a re  incom parable and 
p eerless; also, in  th e  castle s  of the opulen t ones 
g rea t en te r ta in m en ts  a re  p resen ted  and various 
k inds of foods and v ic tuals are  served; the sing ing  
of m elodious tu n es  and playing of m usical in 
s tru m en ts  exh ilara te  and deeply affect th e  con
course. A ssociations for political affairs a re  
form ed and convivial banquets fo r p leasu re  and 
g ratification  a re  offered; assem blages for exhibi
tion  of a r ts  and sciences, lite ra tu re  and  acqu ire
m ents a re  estab lished ; m eetings for th e  prom o
tion  of in dustry  and com m ercial m a tte rs  a re  being
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held; ex trao rd in ary  conventions and  relig ious con
g resses a re  arranged . B ut all th ese  assem blages 
and differen t ga therings a re  no t to be com pared 
w ith and equal to th is, our m eeting. A lthough 
from  those gatherings and conferences certa in  
re su lts  and  effects a re  produced w hich re n d e r  
g re a t service to  the  hum an w orld and  m ake m an
k ind  progress and develop on th e  plane o f 
civilization, p rom ulgate  the  a ttr ib u te s  and v ir tu es  
of th e  w orld of hum an ity ; y e t th e  re su lts  a re  
lim ited , the  fru its  thereo f are  finite and  th e  
signs are  bounded; w hereas the traces, th e  lights, 
and th e  re su lts  of th is  ga th erin g  a re  unlim ited, 
boundless and infinite, for it  is held on th e  Su
prem e Spot (the  Tomb of th e  Bab) and u n d e r 
th e  shadow  of th e  B lessed Beauty.

“T his feas t is one e te rna l! I t has connection 
w ith  and re la tio n  to  th e  soul and body; it  shall 
be continued everlasting ly . A t le a s t an  hundred  
thousand  feas ts  shall follow th is  one. All th e  
o ther ga therings shall be forgotten, w hereas the 
com m em oration and celebration of th is  m eeting  
shall rem ain  and be duly observed forever 
th roughou t endless ages; it  is under th e  m erciful 
g lances of th e  B lessed B eauty.

“Once H is H oliness C hrist ga thered  th e  disci
ples together, and hav ing  offered to  them  th e  
L ord ’s Supper, H e advised them , adm onished 
them  and u tte red  ce rta in  teach ings to  them , and 
then  He said th is  w as ‘The L ord’s S upper.’ Now, 
as th is m eeting  is held under th e  shadow  of th e  
B lessed B eauty, i t  should be called ‘T he L ord’s 
Sustenance,’ and as th e  consequences of ‘The 
L o rd ’s S upper’ continued un til th e  p resen t time, 
so we hope th a t  th e  re su lts  and effects of th is  
‘L ord’s S ustenance’ m ay also becom e perm anen t 
and perpetual. In  fact, th ere  is no m eeting  b e tte r  
th a n  th is , for it  is he ld  in  th e  v icin ity  of th e  
Suprem e Spot and th e  faces are  so b rillian t and 
rad ian t! W hat is th e re  superio r to  th is ? ”

Talk  No. 4—H aifa , M ay 18, 1910.

These w ords of A bdul-Baha w ere addressed to 
Mr. C harles M ason R em ey and Mr. H ow ard C. 
S truven  on th e  day of th e ir  dep a rtu re  from  his 
presence:
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“In fact, you have show n fo rth  a w onderful 
devotion; you le ft th e  W est and cam e to  th e  
fu r th e rm o s t p a r t of Asia. On your jou rney  you 
h a d  to pass th rough  h a rd  experiences and diffi
cu ltie s ; y e t th e  confirm ations of God enabled you 
to  sp read  th e  Cause and to  ra ise  th e  sum m ons 
of th e  K ingdom  in all regions. T he Sun of T ru th  
sh a ll send fo rth  its  rays, th e  breeze of favor 
shall pass over and th e  ra in  of m ercy shall be 
sen t down upon th e  seeds w hich you have sca t
te re d  and  th e re  shall be g a thered  and collected 
m any  h arv es ts . The re su lts  shall indeed be m ag
nificent and  glorious; som e of them  you shall 
soon w itness  w ith  your own eyes.

“Now, w hen you go back to  A m erica you m ust 
c ircu la te  in de tail all th e  inc iden ts and new s about 
your v a s t tr ip  and inform  them  fully of th e  w orks 
achieved successfu lly  th roughou t th e  d ifferen t 
coun tries.

“Now you have to  re s t  and  repose for some 
tim e  and  le t your s tren g th  and  b rea th  be renew ed. 
W hen a b ird  h as been  soaring  in  th e  a ir  fo r a 
long tim e, it  h as  to  come down and  re s t  for a 
w hile; a f te r  a  long w alk  one m ust be sea ted  and 
ta k e  som e rest.

“I p ray  and  supp lica te  a t  th e  D ivine T hreshold  
to  confirm  and  aid you in all conditions, and th a t  
th e  seeds sca tte red  m ay grow  rap id ly  and form  
a  charm ing  p lan ta tio n .”

A fte r giving in s tru c tio n s to  som e P ers ian  pil
grim s who w ere leav ing  on th e  sam e day, Abdul- 
B aha arose  and  em braced  them  all one by one. 
Some w ere crying, th e  te a rs  ro lling  down th e ir  
cheeks.

“Good-by!” he  said  to all.

AROUND T H E  WORLD W IT H  M ESSRS. REM EY 
AND STRUYEN.

B elieving th a t  th e  jou rney  of Mr. C harles M ason 
R em ey and  Mr. H ow ard C. S truven  h as a ttra c ted  
w ide-spread a tten tio n  am ong th e  friends of th e  
Cause, th e  B a h a i N ew s  inv ited  Mr. Remey, upon 
h is re tu rn , to  com pile a series of a rtic le s  for
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publication  concerning th e ir  observations. In  
rep ly  he  w r ite s :

I  sh a ll he  v e ry  p leased  indeed  to  help  yon w ith  th e  
m a tte r  o f a r tic le s  fo r  the  B a h a i  N e w s . * * * W hile  
in  In d ia  a n d  B u rm a h  I  w ro te  le tte rs  to  th e  W a sh in g 
to n  A ssem bly  an d  to  th e  H ouse o f S p ir itu a lity  (C hi
cag o ) ab o u t th e  w o rk  th ere . I  th in k  these  w ould  he  
f re sh e r  a n d  hav e  m ore life  in  th em  th a n  a n y th in g  
w h ich  I  could  w r ite  now , fo r  w h en  i t  w a s  w r itte n  I  
w a s  am o n g s t th e  people o f w hom  I  w a s  w ritin g . I  
w ro te  M r. W ag n er (o f P a sa d e n a , C a lif .)  f ro m  K ung- 
yangoon  te llin g  a ll  ab o u t o u r v is it  a n d  th e  life  there . 
I t  seem s to m e th a t  th is  le t te r  w ould  be  ju s t  th e  
th in g  now  since you  hav e  p ub lished  in a  recen t issue  
a  le t te r  by M aung  B a  K y a  of M a n d a lay  in  w h ich  
m ention  is m ad e  of K u n gyangoon  (K o o n -Ja n -G h o n e ) .

T he le tte rs  re fe rred  to  have  been obtained  and 
will appear in  th e  n ea r fu tu re . A t Mr. R em ey’s 
suggestion  w e publish  herew ith  th e  one te lling  
of th e  v is it to

KUN G Y A N G O O N .

E l-M ash rak -e l-A zk a r, 20 S p a rk s  St., 
R angoon, B u rm ah , F e b ru a ry  22, 1910. 

T h ro u g h  M rs. H . C. W a g n e r  to  th e  B a h a i
A sse m b ly ,. P a sa d e n a , C alif,, U . S. A.

D e a r  F rie n d s  in  E1-A b h a  !
D u rin g  th e  p a s t  few  m o n th s M r. S tru v en  a n d  I  h av e  

been u n a b le  to  w r ite  a s  m a n y  le t te r s  a s  w e w ould  
h av e  liked. W e hav e  p len ty  to  r e la te  w hich  w ould  be  
o f in te re s t  to  th e  B a h a is , w ith  b u t  l i t t le  le isu re  fo r  
correspondence.

A fte r  th re e  w eek s in  H onolu lu , w e v isited  Several 
c ities  in Ja p a n , re m a in in g  in  Tokyo som e d ay s  W ith 
P ro f . M. B a ra k t’u llah . T h e re  se v e ra l m ee tin g s w ere  
held  w ith  good resu lts . S h an g h a i in C h ina  w as. o u r  
n e x t field  fo r  do ing  a  li t t le  w ork . T h e re  in te re s t  in 
th e  teach in g s  is  ju s t  beg inn ing . W hile  th e re  w e m et 
M irza  A bdul B ag h i (p ronounced  b a j- jy )  one of th e  
firm  P e rs ia n  B a h a is , w ho h a s  lived th e re  fo r  se v e ra l 
y e a rs  p a s t. A t la s t, a f te r  v is itin g  v a r io u s  p o rts , w e 
found  ou rse lv es se ttle d  in  th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r, a t  
th e  above ad d ress , a m id  th e  B a h a i fr ie n d s  h e re  in  
R angoon.

O ur m o n th  h e re  h a s  p a sse d  v e ry  qu ick ly . T h e re  
h av e  been m a n y  m eetin g s an d  w e have m e t a  n u m b er 
o f people. W e sp e n t som e d a y s  w ith  th e  fr ie n d s  in  
M a n d a lay  in U p p er B u rm ah , an d  w e only  re tu rn e d  
to  th e  c ity  y e s te rd a y  fro m  a  v is i t  o f se v e ra l d a y s  w ith  
th e  B a h a is  in  K ungyangoon , a  sm a ll p lace  off in  th e  
ju n g le  o f  th e  d e lta  o f th e  I r r a w a d d y  R iver. T h is  la s t 
assem b ly  w as  to ta l ly  d iffe ren t fro m  a n y  I  hav e  ev er 
v isited . I t  p re sen ted  such  a  p ic tu re  of o u r F a i th  
a m id  su rro u n d in g s  so d iffe ren t a n d  opposite to  tho se  
o f  th e  W est th a t  I  a m  su re  you w ill en joy  h e a r in g
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o f i t  in de ta il. T here  w e sa w  a  b eau tifu l d e m o n s tra 
tio n  of th e  pow er of th e  love of E l-B a h a  g low ing1 in 
th e  h e a r t  a n d  soul o f th e  s im p le  ju n g le  m an.

H e a r in g  of o u r a r r iv a l  in R angoon, fo u r of th e  
K u n gyangoon  B a h a is— one w om an  an d  th re e  m en—  
se t o u t to  convey to th e  R angoon  frie n d s  an d  to  u s 
the  greeting* of th e ir  assem bly , an d  to  a sk  us to v is it 
th e ir  p a r t  o f th e  coun try . A fte r  an  a ll-n ig h t jo u rn ey  
on foot, th e y  reached  th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r, fa tig u ed  
in  body b u t f re sh  in  sp irit. T hen  i t  w as  a r ra n g e d  th a t  
a.t th e  end  of fifteen  d ay s  th e  v is it shou ld  ta k e  place, 
th e  in te r im  g iv ing  th em  am ple  tim e to  fin ish  th e ir  
h a rv e s tin g  an d  to  a r ra n g e  fo r  our recep tion . A fte r  
a  d ay  o r  tw o of repose a n d  m eeting  w ith  th e  believers, 
these fa ith fu l frien d s  le f t u s to r e tu rn  to th e ir  v illage. 
F ro m  th e  doo rw ay  o f  th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r I  w atched  
th em  d isa p p e a r in to  th e  n ig h t. W ith  san d led  fee t 
a n d  s ta ff  in  hand , th ey  m ad e  a  p ic tu re  n o t to  be 
fo rg o tten .

T he assem b ly  in  K ungyangoon  is o f recen t orig in . 
T h ree  y e a rs  ago th e re  w ere  no B a h a is  there , b u t 
now  th ey  n u m b er fo u r  o r  five h u n d red  .souls. T he 
fo u n d a tio n  w a s  a s  fo llo w s : A  K ungyangoon! n am ed  
K o-C hit-T hoon  w a s  in R angoon  an d  in trouble. The 
believers th e re  befrien d ed  h im  a n d  fina lly  Seyyed 
M u stap h a  R oem i w en t w ith  h im  to h is  hom e, in  o rder 
to  fu r th e r  a s s is t  him . D u rin g  th is  v is it  K o-C hit-T hoon  
a n d  som e of h is ne ig h b o rs becam e so m uch in te re s ted  
in  th e  H o ly  C ause th a t  Seyyed M u stap h a  R oem i began  
to  p reach  in th e  M osque, g iv ing  th e  M essage to th e  
w hole com m unity . T h is  w as  th e  beginning. T hrough  
se v e ra l successive v is its  a  g r e a t  w o rk  h a s  been done. 
A ll h a s  n o t gone sm ooth ly , e ither. T here  h a s  been 
g r e a t  opposition  upon th e  p a r t  of th e  M usselm en of 
th e  v icin ity , b u t now  th ese  m a tte rs  a re  b e tte r  th a n  in 
th e  beginning.

In  due tim e a n o th e r  d e legation  o f frien d s  a rr iv e d  
f ro m  K ung y an g o o n  to  rem ind  us of o u r prom ise, an d  
to  a s su re  u s th a t  a ll  w a s  in read in ess fo r  o u r v isit. 
A ccord ing ly  o u r p a r ty  w a s  form ed, co n ta in in g  in  a ll  
tw elve  believers. D u rin g  tw o d ay s e la b o ra te  p re p a ra 
tio n s fo r  th e  excu rsion  w ere  u n d er w ay . A ll m an n er 
o f  c u lin a ry  a p p a ra tu s , ta b le  fu rn itu re , m a ts  an d  c a r 
pets , ba les  o f bedding, fo ld ing  cots, a  b a th  tub , bases 
o f  p rov isions an d  th e  like w ere  co llected  a n d  packed, 
f o r  w e w ere  go ing  in to  th e  jung le  w h ere  a ll  th in g s 
need fu l h ad  to be ta k e n  w ith  us. One of th e  K ung- 
y an g o o n is  p receded  us by  one d a y  w ith  th e  h eav y  
luggage, w hile  w e to o k  w ith  u s  th e  rem a in d e r, con
sisting- o f ab o u t fo r ty  pieces. A b o a t ride  of n ine  o r 
te n  h o u rs th ro  th e  in le ts  an d  lagoons of th e  d e lta  
b ro u g h t u s to  th e  lan d in g  of th e  K ung y an g o o n  w here  
a  crow d of be lievers received  us. H ere  w e clim bed 
in to  bu llock  c a r ts , w h ich  conveyed th e  p a r ty  a  d is
ta n c e  of ab o u t fo u r m iles to  th e  cen te r o f th e  com 
m u n ity  w h ere  stood  th e  M a sh rak -e l-A zk a r.

Some tim e a f te r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t of th e  C ause in 
th is  p lace, th e  M osque, in w hich  the  M essage h a d  firs t 
been given, w a s  destro y ed  by  a  cyclone. A s p ra c tic  illy  
a l l  of those  w ho fo rm erly  w orsh ipped  th e re  w ere  then
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B ah ais , th e re  w as  no n ecessity  fo r  a n o th e r  M osque, 
so upon th e  o ld s ite  an d  w ith  som e of th e  o ld m a te r ia ls  
a  bu ild ing  w a s  p u t up w h ich  now  se rves a s  a  p lace  o f 
assem bly . H ere  v is itin g  teach e rs  lec tu re  a n d  receive 
T ru th seek ers . N e a r  th is  bu ild ing  is a  r e s t  house fo r  
th e  accom m odation  of w a y fa re rs , a n d  n o t f a r  from  
e ith e r  th e  frien d s  hav e  recen tly  b u ilt a  M a sh rak -e l-  
A zkar, a  sim ple bu ild ing  of te a k  w ood tim b e rs  covered  
w ith  a n  iro n  roof, w ith  p ro jec tin g  eaves to  sh e lte r  th e  
sides of th e  bu ild ing  fro m  the  su n ’s ray s . H ere  w e 
w ere  lodged.

O ur ow n p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  th e  exped ition  -were b u t sec
o n d a ry  to th o se  of th e  K u ngyangoon  frien d s . T hey  
h a d  p u t up sev era l te m p o ra ry  bu ild ings fo r  o u r accom 
m odation . A kitchen , a  b a th ro o m  an d  finally , to 
accom m odate  th e  crow d, th e  space b etw een  th e  M ash- 
ra k -e l-A z k a r  an d  th e  a ssem b ly  house w a s  roofed  over 
w ith  bam boo poles an d  th a tc h e d  w ith  p a lm  leav es an d  
rice s tra w , th u s  affo rd in g  in  a ll  sh e lte r  fo r  sev era l 
hu n d red  people.

D u rin g  th e  rid e  th ro  th e  jung le  w e w ere  g ree ted  by 
m an y  an  “A llah o ’ABHA!” fro m  m en, w om en a n d  ch il
dren , w ho cam e o u t of th e ir  th a tc h e d  h u ts  a s  w e 
passed . A s soon a s  w e reach ed  th e  se ttle m e n t th e  
frien d s beg an  to  a r r iv e  fro m  a ll  d irec tions. A s th e  
n ig h t fell, s ta k e s  w e re  d riven  in to  th e  g ro u n d  ab o u t 
th e  te m p o ra ry  sh e lte r, a n d  to rch es w ere  a tta c h e d  
th ere to . I t  w as  v e ry  im pressive  a s  w e a ll  s a t  th e re  in 
th e  flickering  to rch  ligh t. Seyyed M u s ta p h a  Roem i 
spoke to these  believers in th e ir  ow n lan g u ag e , an d  
tr a n s la te d  fo r th em  our m essages of love a n d  g ree tin g  
fro m  th e  B a h a is  of th e  W est.

O ur go ing  to K u n gyangoon  w a s  indeed  a  v is ita tio n . 
I t  rem inded  one of a n  o ld -fash ioned  cam p m eeting. 
The believers cam e fro m  d istan c es b rin g in g  w ith  them  
w hole fam ilie s  of ch ild ren . One p roud  fa th e r  exp la ined  
to  us, th ro  v e ry  expressive  g es tu res , th a t  he h ad  ten  
child ren , a ll  of w hom  w ere  B a h a is . T here  w ere  o th er 
fam ilie s  o f fo u r  g en era tio n s, a ll of th e  F a ith . These 
sim ple people have, w ith  a ll  th e ir  souls, accep ted  the  
M essage, an d  th o  unciv ilized  th ey  a re  aflam e w ith  th e  
S p irit o f th e  K ingdom . M any of th e  m en w o re  b u t a  
sim ple piece of c lo th  ab o u t th e  m iddle of th e  body, 
w hile  th e  ch ild ren  w ere  even m ore sc an tily  clad , som e 
c lo thed  on ly  w ith  jew elry .

Seyyed M u stap h a  R oem i is a  m o st v e rsa tile  speaker, 
h av in g  a  know ledge of m an y  languages. D u rin g  th e  
m eetings a t  K u n gyangoon  he w a s  k ep t bu sy  speak in g  
fro m  e a r ly  daw n  to la te  a t  n igh t. N ew  people w ere  a r 
riv in g  every  hour, bo th  M oslem s an d  B uddh ists. W ith  
th e ir  fam ilie s  th ey  a r ra n g e d  th em se lves on m a ts  on th e  
floor in th e  a ssem b ly  she lte r, w here  ja r s  o f  d rin k in g  
w a te r  w ere  p laced  ab o u t fo r th e ir  re fre sh m en t. T here  
th ey  w ould  re m a in  fo r h o u rs a t  a  tim e, bo th  a sk in g  
q uestions an d  lis ten in g  a tte n tiv e ly  to  th e ir  answ ers. 
A s n ig h t fell th e  ch ild ren  w ere  p u t to bed  th e re  
w here  th ey  sa t, w ith o u t a n y  in te rru p tio n  to th e  m ee t
ing. A t a  la te  ho u r th e  m eeting  w ould be ad jo u rn ed  
u n til th e  fo llow ing m o rn in g  sh o rtly  a f te r  sun rise , w hen

(C on tinued  on page  17.)
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The B a h a i N ew s devotes th is issue to  notes 
tak en  and le tte rs  w ritten  by Mr. C harles Mason 
R em ey and Mr. H ow ard C. S truven  during  th e ir  
re c e n t jou rney  around  th e  w orld in th e  in te re s ts  
of th e  Cause. T he follow ing ex trac ts  from  T ab le ts



B A H A I  N E W S 13

revealed  by A bdul-Baha show the  im portance  and 
world-wide effect of th is  tou r:

T ru ly , I  say , th is  beloved o f  A b d u l-B ah a  le f t  h is  
n a tiv e  land , tu rn e d  h is b ack  upon th e  co m fo rts  a n d  
p le a su re s  o f hom e, accep ted  th e  difficulties of trav e ls , 
an d  crossed  th e  Pacific  a n d  th e  A tla n tic  oceans. In  
th e  H a w a iia n  Is la n d s  he gave  th e  G lad -tid in g s o f th e  
K in g d o m ; in  J a p a n  he delivered  th e  T each ings of H is 
H ig h n ess th e  In com parab le . H e sum m oned  th e  souls 
to  th e  M ost G re a t G uidance, an d  suffered  th e  th irs ty  
ones to  d r in k  f ro m  th e  F o u n ta in  of Job . H e  p rocla im ed  
th e  D aw n  of th e  M a n ifes t L ig h t in C hina, a n d  he p e r
fum ed In d ia  w ith  th e  F ra g ra n c e  o f th e  R ose-garden  of 
th e  M erciful. P ra ise  be to  God, he  becam e assisted , 
confirm ed, an d  ra ise d  th e  Sum m ons of th e  K ingdom  in 
tho se  co un tries, su ffered  th e  M ysteries o f th e  R ealm  
of M ight to  becom e m an ifest, b u ilt  a  s tru c tu re  w hich  
w ill rem a in  firm  an d  e s tab lish ed  fo rev e r an d  ever, 
enk ind led  a  lam p  w hose illu m in a tio n  w ill be perp e tu a l, 
a n d  p la n te d  a  t re e  w hose f ru i ts  w ill be  lim itless.

C onsider th o u  how  th e  p ow er o f th e  W o rd  of God 
h a s  u n ited  th e  E a s t  an d  th e  W est a n d  bestow ed sp ir it
ua l com m unication , th a t  a  b lessed  soul fro m  th e  in 
h a b ita n ts  of A m erica, w hile  in  th e  H o ly  L and , m en
tioned  to  A b d u l-B ah a  th e  n am e  of a  m an  liv ing  in 
A sia , a n d  w ith  th e  u tm o st devo tion  req u ests  th e  w r i t 
in g  o f a  T ab le t. P ra is e  be to  God ! W h a t a  com m uni
ca tio n  ! W h a t a  u n ity  a n d  concord  ! T o day  th e  in 
h a b ita n ts  o f th e  w o rld  m u s t be en gaged  g en e ra lly  in 
p ra is in g  th e  W ord  of God, w h ich  h a s  bestow ed  such a  
b o u n ty  a n d  h a s  e s tab lish ed  such  a  h a rm o n y  an d  affilia
tio n  th a t  th e  B eloved of th e  un io n  of th e  race  o f m an  
h a s  uncovered  th e  face, d isp lay in g  th e  u tm o s t b e a u ty  
a n d  p e rfec tio n  in  th e  a ssem b lag es of th e ' w orld , an d  
is cap tiv a tin g  th e  h e a r ts  of everyone in a ll th e  regions.

( S ig n e d )  A bd u l-B a h a  A b b a s .

Im pressions received  upon such  a  journey and 
v is it w ith  A bdul-Baha a re  of value to  all, th e re 
fore we a re  p leased  to  quote th e  follow ing com
m unication  from  Mr. R em ey:
D e a r F rie n d s  in E1-A b h a  :

Since m y a r r iv a l  in th is  country , fro m  th e  H oly  
L and , on Ju n e  3rd, I  hav e  received m an y  in q u iries  
f ro m  th e  f rie n d s  re g a rd in g  a n y  possib le  in s tru c tio n s  
w hich  A b d u l-B ah a  m ig h t hav e  se n t th ro u g h  Mr. S tru -  
ven  an d  m e to  th e  frien d s in  A m erica  to be follow ed in  
th e  B a h a i w ork . W e a re  th e  b e a re rs  of no in s tru c 
tio n s w h a te v e r  ; n evertheless , we, a s  a ll w ho com e 
f ro m  A bdu l-B aha, h av e  a  m essag e  o r a  lesson  to  
sh a re  w ith  all.

T he one g r e a t  lesson  w hich  w e lea rn ed  w hile  w ith  
A b d u l-B ah a  w a s  th e  lesson of th e  U n ity  o f th e  
believers— th e  in terdependence  o f th e  believers in  each 
of th e  assem blies, an d  th e  in terdependence  of these  
assem blies betw een  one an o th er, bo th  E a s t  a n d  W est.

On o u r long  jou rney  to  A cca  m an y  of th e  frien d s  
a sk ed  u s  to  p lace  befo re  A b d u l-B ah a  c e r ta in  ques
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tio n s  p e r ta in in g  to th e  w o rk  of th e  H o ly  C ause. In  
p ra c tic a lly  every  case  h is rep ly  w as  t h a t  th e  frien d s 
sh ou ld  co n su lt to g e th e r  an d  th a t  t h a t  w hich  th ey  
a g re e d  upon in  a ll jo y  an d  f ra g ra n c e  w ould  be p leas
ing  a n d  accep tab le  to  him , an d  th a t  w h a te v e r  should 
b e  th u s  decided a f te r  co n su lta tio n  a n d  de lib era tio n  is 
th e  course to * be p u rsu ed  in c a r ry in g  on th e  w o rk  of 
th e  H o ly  Cause.

In  te llin g  A b d u l-B ah a  of th e  w o rk  in th e  v ario u s  
c itie s  in w hich  th e  frien d s  w ere  u n ited  in  co n su lta tio n  
a n d  w orks, he w a s  g re a tly  p leased  a n d  show ed eviden t 
sa tis fa c tio n . In  p ra c tic a lly  every  con v ersa tio n  w hich  
w e h ad  w ith  A b d u l-B ah a  he gave  u s  a  lesson upon 
co n su lta tio n  an d  w o rk in g  to g e th e r— som etim es to ld  in 
one w ay  a n d  som etim es to ld  in ano ther.

D u rin g  o u r tra v e ls  of la s t  su m m er Mr. S tru v en  an d  
I  found th a t  som e of th e  frien d s  in te rp re te d  the  
in s tru c tio n s  of A b d u l-B ah a  to  m ean  th a t  th e  tim e 
h a s  n o t y e t  a r r iv e d  fo r m eetings of co n su lta tio n  in 
th e  v ario u s  assem blies , n o r  fo r  sy s tem  in  c a r ry in g  on 
th e  w o rk  ( th a t  is  to  say , o rg a n iz a tio n ).

W hile  w ith  A b d u l-B ah a  w e lea rn ed  th a t  he h ad  
to ld  o th e rs  (a s  w ell a s  o u rse lv es) th a t  now  is no t th e  
tim e  fo r  e s tab lish in g  T he H ouse  of Ju s tic e  acco rd ing  
to  T he B ook of A kdas. H ow ever, fro m  h is  m any  
ta lk s  he le f t  no doubt in o u r m inds th a t  he w ished  
th e  believers to unite , consu lt, o rgan ize  an d  w ork  
tog e th er.

P e rso n a lly  I  can  see t h a t  u n ited  effo rt in th e  B a h a i 
w o rk  is th e  c ry in g  need  of th is  day. T he rea l w o rk  
is  now  n o t being  c a rr ie d  on by  se p a ra te  in d iv iduals 
b u t  by  th o se  w ho a re  c a s tin g  aside in d iv id u a lism  an d  
a r e  ad h e r in g  to  th e  p rincip les of U n ity  in  though t, 
sp ir i t  a n d  ac tion . T h is is  th e  p rinc ip le  o f th e  sp ir itu a l 
g ro w th  a n d  s tre n g th  of th e  H oly  C ause w hich  A bdul- 
B a h a  m ade so very  c lea r  to  us.

I t  is a lm o s t need less to m ention  th a t  Mr. S truven  
a n d  I, in o u r round  of v isits , no ticed  th a t  in those  
cen te rs  w h ere  th e  frien d s  w ere  u n ited  in  co n su lta tio n  
a n d  in  h arm o n io u s w o rk  an d  service, th a t  th e re  th e  
C ause  w as  m an ife s tly  s tro n g  an d  v igorous, w hile  in 
tho se  cen te rs  w here  th e  f rie n d s  w ere  n o t w o rk in g  
a lo n g  sy s te m a tic  lines th e  f ru its  o f th e  w o rk  w ere 
n o t  so evident.

Some copies of th e  B a h a i  N e w s  w ere  reach in g  the  
O rien t w hile  w e w ere  there . E v ery w h ere  th e  frien d s 
w ere  p leased  w ith  th is  effort. D u rin g  o u r tra v e ls  Mr. 
S tru v e n  a n d  I  fe lt m uch th e  need  of such  a n  o rg an  
w h ich  w ould  s tre n g th e n  th e  ties  of U n ity  betw een  the  
E a s t  an d  th e  W est.

A bout th re e  y e a rs  ago  A b d u l-B ah a  to ld  m e to  p u b 
lish , sem i-an n u a lly , a  b u lle tin  in b o th  P e rs ia n  an d  
E ng lish , a t  th e  sam e tim e  in s tru c tin g  th a t  th e  m a tte r  
to  be pub lish ed  shou ld  f irs t  be se n t to  h im  to be 
approved . A ccordingly , th e  m an u sc rip t fo r  th e  firs t 
issue  w a s  se n t to  him , an d  a f te r  a n  in te rv a l of th ree  
o r  fo u r m o n th s th e  m a t te r  fo r  the  second issu e  w as 
a lso  fo rw ard ed . N o th in g  w a s  ever h e a rd  fro m  e ith e r  
p ack ag e  T here  w as  m uch  correspondence fro m  m y 
end  of th e  line, b u t a ll to  no av a il fo r  th e re  w ere  no 
tr a c e s  to  follow  up.
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I  know  th a t  A b d u l-B ah a  is s ti l l  an x io u s to have  an  
O cc id en ta l-O rien ta l p u b lica tio n  to  fu r th e r  th e  holy  
w ork. I  feel th a t  th e  B a h a i  N e w s  is  a  m o st im por
ta n t  step  to w a rd  th is  o th e r  w ork , a n d  a t  th e  sam e 
tim e  is accom plish ing“ a  long  needed w o rk  am o n g  the  
E n g lish  sp e ak in g  assem blies . * * *

F a ith fu lly  y o u rs in H is Cause,
C h a r l e s  M a s o n  R e m e y .

W ith th is  issue of the  B a h a i  N e w s , th rough  
th e  inaugura tion  of a  section  in  P ers ian , we be
lieve a  stronger bond 
of U nity  w ill be es
tab lished  betw een the 
E a s t and th e  W est, 
fo r i t  is ev iden t th a t 
so long as th is  pub
lication  a p p e a r e d  
only in  E ng lish  we 
could no t fu lly  serve 
th e  Cause in  the 
E ast, especially P e r
sia—t h e  “dawning- 
place” of th e  U niver
sal L igh t of t h i s  
G reat Day.

T his section—u n 
der th e  title , “Occi
dental M essenger,” 
and th e  able guid
ance of M irza Ahmad 
S o h r  a b—w ill en
deavor to  u n f o l d  
W e s t e r n  thoughts 
and m ethods fo r our 
O riental b r o t h e r s  
and sisters. In  th is 
in itia l section of six 
pages he tre a ts  upon 
t h e  pow er of the 
press and th e  need of 
a li te ra ry  o rgan  be
tween the E ast and 
th e  W est to spread 
T ab le ts and  new s of th e  C ause; he ou tlines nine 
a rtic le s  of policy, concluding writh  an  appeal for 
co-operation in th is endea jr  to  serve hum anity  
and  m ake th e  publication  a success.

MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB.
Editor Persi an  section of B a h a i  News
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F ourteen  years ago the follow ing w ords w ere 
revealed by A bdul-Baha in  a  T ablet to th e  P ers ian  
be liev ers:

T he D ivine co n firm ations have  in  every  w a y  p re 
p a re d  fo r  you th e  m ean s of developm ent. B efore long 
y o u r b re th re n  w ill com e to  P e rs ia  fro m  E u ro p e  and  
A m erica. T hey  w ill o rg an ize  new  in d u s tr ie s ; found 
th e  tra c e s  o f c iv iliza tion , v a rio u s  fac to ries , th e  sp read  
o f  com m erce, in c rease  o f ag ricu ltu re , an d  th e  u n iv e r
sa liz a tio n  of lea rn in g . A s soon a s  se c u rity  a n d  t r a n 
q u ility  a r e  reach ed  to th e  lim it of p e rfec tio n  by  the  
endeav o rs of th e  governm ent, th ey  w ill com e, an d  w ill 
m ak e  th e  te r r i to ry  of P e r s ia  th e  envy of th e  w orld  
a n d  of th e  o th e r  provinces. A t th a t  tim e  th e  g overn 
m en t w ill becom e exceed ing ly  p leased , an d  th e  w ishes 
of th is  S e rv an t in w ish in g  good fo r  th e  E m p ire  an d  
m y sin c e rity  to  th e  Im p e ria l T hrone, w ill becom e 
m an ifest.

T he o rgan ization  of th e  O riental-O ccidental 
In terdependence  Society in A m erica; th e  w ork 
of Mr. Sydney Sprague and  Dr. Susan I. Moody in  
T eheran ; the jou rney  of Mr. Rem ey and Mr. Stru- 
ven, and now th e  inaugu ra tion  of a P ers ian  sec
tion  in the B a h a i N ew s , all ind icate  t h a t  th e  
prophecy of A bdul-Baha is beg inn ing  to be fulfilled.

GREAT SPIR ITU A L AW AKENING IN  PERSIA .
LETTER FROM TEHERAN.

T eheran , P ersia , A pril 14, 1910. 
T hrough  Mrs. John  Deremo, Sec’y, F ru itp o rt, 

Mich., U. S. A.
Our beloved b ro th e rs  and s is te rs  in  El-B aha: 

W e w ere ex trem ely  deligh ted  to receive your k ind 
le tte r  of Ja n u a ry  31st, in  w hich you v e ry  k ind ly  
inform ed us of th e  im provem ent of th e  Cause a t 
F ru itp o rt. R eally, your le t te r  w as like a  breeze 
of th e  dawn, m aking  th e  blossoms of th e  gardens 
of our h ea rts  to unfold and re fresh ing  th e  tre e s  
w hich th e  hand of God has p lan ted  in ou r h e a rts  
and  irr ig a ted  w ith  th e  w a te r of love.

Now we feel we m ust inform  you of th e  im 
provem ent of th e  Cause in Persia , especially  a t 
T eheran. The friends are  busy serv ing  in  
th e  w hole land  of P ersia , particu la rly  a t  T eheran . 
M ost of th e  people of T eheran , including nobles 
and  o thers  of every class, have been quickened 
by a sp iritua l aw akening, accep ting  th e  Cause 
w ithout the need of propounding any reaso n ; for
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th e  Cause is so rapidly  and  w onderfully  p rog ress
ing  th a t no th ing  is needed to elucidate  th e  tru th  
of it. T hey  see the  tru th  as th e  ligh t of day.

D ear b ro thers  and sisters, we m ust apprecia te  
th e  value of our tim e very  m uch and tak e  it  up 
w ith  H is service—th a t is, in serv ing  th e  pieople 
who are  neglecting , for if today passes aw ay it 
does no t come back again. The duties of to 
m orrow  w ill be according to th e  needs thereof, 
and its service w ill be a  b ranch  of th e  tre e  of th e  
service of today ; therefo re , if we do no t p lan t the 
tre e  today, we will no t have th e  b ran ch  tom orrow . 
M oreover, in every  day o r cen tu ry  God does not 
m an ifest in th e  w orld; if H e did, we w ould no t 
be honored w ith  th e  unlim ited  bounty  of th e  day 
of th e  M anifestation . So we m ust try  to sep a ra te  
ourselves from  all else save God and help  each 
o th e r in  serv ing  th e  people, so th a t th ey  m ay get 
ou t o f ' th e  deadly  dark  w ilderness and see the 
L igh t of El-Baha, th rough  w hich they  can reach  
th e  Source of Love, w hich is th e  only purpose of 
creation .

T he door of correspondence is th e  b e s t m eans 
of all for help ing  each o ther and rem em bering  
one another, so we hope you w ill k ind ly  have it 
alw ays open and  le t u s know how you a re  in 
hea lth  and  in  serv ing  th e  Cause.

B ahai g ree tings and love from  all to all, We 
rem ain ,

Y our m ost loving bro thers,
The m em bers of Mai-iffa e-Mobattab o E Teheran.

A ddress in response : M onsieur M irza R ah im e K han ,
Chef de B u re a u  des C olis-posteaux , T eheran .

AROUND T H E  W ORLD W IT H  MESSRS.
REM EY AND STRUVEN.

(C on tinued  fro m  page 11.)
m a tte rs  w ould  he  con tinued  fo r  th e  day . D u rin g  the  
tw o d ay s an d  th re e  n ig h ts  of o u r v isit, seventy-five 
new  people w ished  to re g is te r  th e ir  nam es, to  have 
th e  lis t se n t on to A bdu l-B alia  a s  believers. A t the  
firs t season  of teach in g  in  th is  p lace  over 360 re g is
te re d  in like m anner.

N ow, in sp irin g  a s  is th is  assem b ly  of K ungyangoon , 
n ev erth e less  th e re  is  a  g-reat re sp o n sib ility  there , the  
re sp o n sib ility  of ed u ca tin g  over one h u n d red  ch ild ren  
w ho a re  now  to ta lly  w ith o u t schooling. W e a re  m uch
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in hopes th a t  th e  f rie n d s  in th e  W est w ill a r ise  to 
a s s is t  in  th is  ed u cational m a tte r . In  M a n d a lay  a  
school is a lso  m uch needed. T he m ass of be lievers 
h ere  in  B u rm a h  a re  v e ry  poor, an d  a lone  th ey  canno t 
in a u g u ra te  th is  m a tte r . T hey  need a  h e lp ing  B a h a i 
h a n d  fro m  w ith o u t th e ir  circle.

The education  of ch ild ren  is one o f th e  m ost 
im p o rta n t com m ands of B a h a ’o’l l a h . In  th e  W est 
on acco u n t of o u r excellen t school system s, th e  B a h a is  
a s  a  body hav e  n o t been called , upon to  found  such 
in stitu tio n s , b u t here  in th e  O rien t i t  is  a  v e ry  se rious 
question  before  o u r people to  be solved.

I t  w ould  be w ell if  som e of th e  assem b lies  w ould 
co rrespond  occasionally  w ith  the  cen te rs  h e re  in B u r- 
m ah. L e tte rs  se n t to  th e  above a d d re ss  w ill be 
fo rw ard ed  to  th e  M an d alay  friends.

T he B a h a is  h ere  send you th e ir  love an d  g ree ting , to 
vh ich  Mr. S tru v en  an d  I  ad d  ours.

Y ours in  th e  Love of A bdul-B aha,
C h a r l e s  M a so n  R e m e v

E x trac ts  from  a le tte r  w ritten  Mr. Rem ey to th e  
m em bers of The W om an’s Assem bly of Chicago, 
dated Bombay, India, A pril 19, 1910:

BOMBAY.

M y d e a r  s is te rs , th e re  is  a  g re a t w o rk  fo r you to  do 
am ong th e  w om en of th e  E a s t— a  w o rk  w hich  none 
save you ( the  B a h a i w om en of the  W est)  can do) 
T he E a s te rn  w om an needs th e  help ing  h an d  of h e r  
W este rn  s is te r. * * * F o r  ages she h a s  been le f t
in  ignorance  an d  in th e  s la v e ry  w hich  ignorance  p e r
force p laces one. U nder th e  ligh t o f th e  B a h a i C ause 
she now  rea lizes  h e r  condition  an d  seeks th e  freedom  
w hich  en lig h ten m en t an d  education  a lo n e  can  give. She 
m u s t now  be ta u g h t, b u t h ere  in th e  E a s t  she h a s  no 
te a c h e r s ! She is a w a itin g  yo u r com ing an d  the  
em ancipation  an d  b lessings w hich  th a t  w ill b ring . 
B a h a i w om en te a c h e rs  fro m  th e  W e s t a re  g re a tly  
needed in a ll p a r ts  of th e  O rient. * * # W este rn
te a c h e rs  m u s t come h ere  a n d  live. F ly in g  v is its  a rc  
n o t sufficient to m eet th e  needs.

W om an is th e  k ey  of th e  p roblem  of O rien ta l edu ca
tion  bo th  m a te r ia l an d  sp ir itu a l, an d  w e  see c lea rly  
th a t  th e  B a h a is  m u s t a r ise  to  m eet th is  need. * * *

C h a r l e s  Ma s o n  R e m e y .

C O N V ER SA TIO N A L  P E R S IA N  T A U G H T  BY 
C O R R E SPO N D E N C E .

T h e  B a h a i  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o l  te ach es  P e rs ia n  
by  sim ple lessons an d  phonograph ic  records. E a c h  
pupil receives a ll n ecessa ry  ind iv idual help  an d  a t te n 
tion  th ro u g h  a  sys tem  of w ritte n  l e s s o n s  a n d  c r i t i 
cism s. No P e rs ia n  w ritte n  c h a ra c te rs  a re  used  ; th e



E n g lish  le tte rs  only a re  em ployed an d  p ro n u n c ia tio n s 
expressed  in E n g lish  c h a ra c te rs . M any a re  ta k in g  
ad v a n ta g e  of th is  system , bo th  in E u ro p e  an d  in 
A m erica.

F o r  p a r t ic u la rs  ad d ress  M IR Z A  S. M. R A F F IE , 
S. B., 729 L iv ingston  H all, C olum bia U n iversity , N ew  
Y ork City, XJ. S. A.
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AROUND T H E  WORLD W IT H  MESSRS.
REM EY AND STRUVEN.

Second of a Series of L e tters  Under Th is Heading.

T A B L E T  FR O M  A BD U L-BA ITA .

T hrough  Mr. H ow ard S truven, to th e  S p iritua l
Assem bly of B altim ore, M aryland: 

h e  is  god!
0  ye M erciful Assembly!

Mr. S truven  becam e th e  hera ld  of the Kingdom 
and  traveled  th rough  th e  countries of China, Ind ia  
and Japan . The Suprem e C onfirm ations bestowed 
assistance, so th a t  he a tta in ed  to th is heavenly 
Bounty. He became th e  cause of th e  glory of the 
believers of B altim ore and im parted  happiness 
and joy to  th e  friends and m aid-servants of the 
M erciful. He sacrificed every th ing  in  th e  P a th  of 
th e  K ingdom  and  im parted  life to m any souls. 
The resu lts  of th is  tr ip , ere long, w ill become ap
pa ren t and m an ifest like unto  th e  sun  and moon, 
and the Most G reat Confirm ation be unveiled.

O ye friends and th e  m aid-servants of the M erci
ful, h earken  to th e  counsels of Abdul-Baha. The 
w orld of m atte r is not w orthy of consideration  or 
indulgence there in . Soon th e  life of every th ing  will 
come to an  end, th ere fo re  you m ust endeavor to 
ra ise  the  banner of g rea tness in  the  unicol- 
'ored un iverse  of God, a ttra c t the  splendors 
of the Sun of T ru th , become the cause of th e  il
lum ina tion  of th e  realm  of m an, serve all hum an
ity, sp read  th e  essen tia l oneness, become th e  em
bodim ent of D ivine Mercy, the im personation  of 
th e  G ift of H is H ighness th e  A lm ighty, seek 
e ternal life, and discover th e  m ajesty  of th e  age- 
ab id ing  sovereignty.

Ponder and reflect a m om ent, m illions of kings 
have stepped fo rth  from  th e  invisib le w orld into
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the  arena  of appearance, and all of them  have van
ished and disappeared. B ut a se rvan t of th e  serv
an ts  of th e  T rue  One, wh-o finds e ternal life 
th rough  th e  B reaths of th e  Holy S p irit, establishes 
everlasting  dom inion in  th e  K ingdom  of God; even 
in  th is  tem poral w orld h is signs are  spread and 
are  know n, h is nam e becomes fam ous and h is 
lig h t diffused in  every region.

Upon ye be the Glory of God!
( Signed) Abdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

(T ra n s la te d  by  M irza A hm ad Sohrab, W ash ing ton , 
Ju n e  17, 1910.)

As sta ted  in  our la s t edition, the le tte rs  w rit
ten  by Mr. Rem ey to .th e  W ashington (D. C.) As
sem bly and th e  H ouse of S p iritu a lity  (Chicago) 
have been obtained for publication, two of w hich 
we p resen t herew ith :

PA SA D E N A , C A B IF.
Sept. 30, 1909.

To th e  B a h a i A ssem bly  of W ash ing ton , D. C.
B e lo v e d  F r ie n d s :— T h e  f a r t h e r  w e s t  t h a t  B ro . S tru -  

ven an d  I  tra v e l th e  m ore im pressed  w e a re  by  the  
degree o f firm ness of th e  frien d s  in th e  C en tre  o f the  
C ovenant— o u r beloved A bdul-B aha. * * *

In  Ju n e , a  y e a r  ag o , w h ile  I  w a s  w i th  A b d u l-B a h a , he  
spoke of th e  necessity  of the  believers com ing to g e th er 
— o n l y  th e  believers— to re a d  th e  H oly  V erses an d  to 
speak  of an d  d iscuss th e  H oly  T eachings. I  am  su re  
th a t  th is  is  m ore n ecessa ry  fo r u s  th a n  th a t  w e should 
come to g e th e r  to  h e a r  one of our nu m b er give The 
M e ssag e  to  t r u th s e e k e r s  w h o  h a v e  a s se m b le d  to  se e k  
know ledge of th e  Cause. T here  a re  tw o  ty p es of m ee t
ing. One fo r  receiv ing  sp ir itu a l gu idance  an d  one fo r 
g iv ing  th e  sam e. One w hen th e  beloved m eet to g e th er 
fo r  s tre n g th  an d  en ligh tenm en t an d  one w hen th ey  call 
th e  s e e k e r s  to g e th e r  to  s h a re  th e  h e a v e n ly  b le s s 
ings. U ndoubted ly , A b d u l-B ah a  saw  th e  necessity  of 
th e  believers com ing to g e th e r  in th e  close com m union of 
a  m ee tin g  e ssen tia lly  fo r those  of th e  F a ith , w hen he 
spoke to  m e a s  he did. I  rem em ber som e y e a rs  ago in 
W ash in g to n  w e tr ie d  ho ld ing  these m ee tin g s (w hich 
w ere n o t fo r  th e  pub lic) fo r  th e  stu d y  of th e  inn er 
SDiritual T each ings an d  fo r  th e  re a d in g  of th e  H oly  
W ords— m  o th er w ords to found  th e  T each in g s in our 
own h e a r t. A t th a t  tim e, how ever, w e w ere  n o t v e ry  
successfu l because  th e  f rie n d s  p e rsis ted  in  b rin g in g  
those  of th e ir  acq u a in tan ce s  in to  th e  m ee tin g  w ho knew  
n o th in g  of th e  H o ly  C ause an d  each tim e a  m ee tin g  fo r 
read in g  an d  stu d y  w a s  announced  m an y  v isito rs  cam e 
an d  th e  tim e  w a s  consum ed by  g iv ing  th e  h isto rica l 
ske tches of th e  B a h a i M ovem ent an d  th e  frien d s  w en t 
w ith o u t h av in g  accom plished th e  ob jec t fo r  w hich  th ey
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h a d  assem bled, an d  some w ere  d isappoin ted . Now, 
'surely, w ith  th e  p re sen t deg ree  of u n ity  a n d  h arm ony  
of th e  W ash in g to n  friends, a ll  of th is  p a s t  is  changed  
a n d  now, th ro u g h  u n ited  action , th ey  can  a r ra n g e  stu d y  
m eetin g s an d  c a r ry  th em  o u t in a  u n ited  w ay.

T h is  lead s m e to m y  point. T h o u san d s of teach e rs  
a re  needed in th e  H oly  Cause, teach e rs  w ho a re  read y  
a n d  cap ab le ’ of going o u t a n d  p ro c la im in g  T he M essage. 
Bro. S tru v en  an d  I  have  been tra v e rs in g  a n  im m ense 
field in w hich  th e re  is b u t a  h a n d fu l of lab o re rs . T he 
people a re  h u n g ry  fo r th e  W ord. N ow  w e m u st do a ll 
in  our pow er to a r ise  to th is  s itu a tio n  an d  p re p a re  to 
fulfil th is  ca lling  an d  need.

W herev er w e go w e find th a t  th e  m en in  th e  C ause 
need  encouragem ent, an d  need to com e to g e th er a s  
b r o th e r s  a n d  w o rk  in  th e  C ause . S o m etim e  s in c e  I 
w ro te  to  so m e of th e m e n  of th e  W a s h in g to n  A ssem b ly , 
su g g e stin g  th a t  th ey  fo rm  an  assem bly  of T each ing  
am ong  th e  m en. N ow  is th e  tim e  fo r  u s  to  c a rry  on 
a  sy s tem a tic  sp read in g  of T he M essage— sow ing  of th e  
seed. The W ash in g to n  frien d s  th ro u g h  concerted  ac tion  
could w ith  ease e s tab lish  B a h a i cen te rs  in  th e  tow ns 
ab o u t th e  city , a s  well a s  in th e  v ario u s  p a r t s  of the  
city , an d  th en  a s  th e  w ork  p ro g resses th ey  w ill be ab le  
to  go to o th e r  cities an d  th en  es tab lish  assem blies. 
W henever th e re  is  a  soul in te re s te d  in  a  tow n th e re  is  
a  chance to in te re s t o thers. W h erev er a  door is  th row n  
open to th e  Cause, th e re  th e  b e lievers can  go a n d  m eet 
n e w  p eo p le  a n d  g iv e  T h e  M e ssag e . * * *

H ere  in  P a sa d e n a , B ro. S tru v e n  an d  I  h av e  been fo r 
ten  d ay s  b u sy  every  m om ent. The w o rk  in th is  v ic in ity  
is grow ing  each day. P ro m  here  w e go n o rth  to San 
F ran c isco , P o rtla n d , S ea ttle  an d  to o th e r  p laces in 
W ash in g to n  ( s ta te ) .  Then w e sa il fo r  H aw aii, Ja p an  
an d  o th er p laces. W e b o th  join in love a n d  g ree tin g  to 
each  an d  all.

Y our b ro th e r  in  H is  Service,
C h a r l e s  M a s o n  R e m e t .

G E Y S E R V IL L E , C A L IF.
Nov. 9, 1909.

To the  M em bers of The H ouse of S p iritu a lity  o f B ahais, 
Chicago, 111.

D ear B r o th e r s :— * * * Of th e  fo rty  a n d  m ore cen
tr e s  w hich  we have v isited  on th is  p re se n t tour, b u t 
v e ry  few  a re  o rganized  fo r efficient w ork. In  m ost 
p laces th e  w o rk  is ca rr ie d  on by  th e  w om en a lm o st 
en tire ly . The fa c t  th a t  in m an y  p laces th e  m eetings 
a re  held  in  th e  ea rly  a f te rn o o n  would in d ica te  th e  a b 
sence of m an y  m en. W herev er w e have  gone w e have 
tr ie d  to s t ir  up th e  m en to o rg an ized  effo rt. Now, if 
you could w ork  fo r  th is  end w ith  a ll of th e  o rgan ized  
assem blies in the  country , I  am  su re  th a t  a  g re a t  w ork 
w ould  be accom plished. In  o rd e r  to  hold an d  in te re s t 
m en  th ey  m u st be k ep t busy. W om en n a tu ra lly  g ra v i
t a te  to g e th e r  in  m ee tin g s even w hen  th e re  is  no w ork  
doing, b u t m en do n o t  J u s t  now  th e  m en  a re  m ost in 
need  of be ing  reached .

In  some assem blies th ey  hav e  s ta r te d  o rg an iz in g
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W om en’s M eetings befo re  o rg an iz in g  th e  m en an d  w o
m en together, th u s  a c ce n tu a tin g , r a th e r  th a n  m in is te r
in g  p roperly , to th e  difficulty. O nly to d ay  I  h a d  a  le t
te r  fro m  a  good m a id -se rv a n t say in g  th a t  th e  only  m an  
in  h e r  assem bly  h ad  re fu sed  to  com e to m eetings be- 
oe-use he  w as th e  on ly  m an  presen t. I  m ention  th is  be
cau se  th is  condition  is ty p ica l of th a t  in m o st of th e  
a ssem b lies  o f A m erica. N o one caji g a in sa y  th a t  th e  
d e a r  m a id -se rv a n ts  hav e  f a r  m ore zeal th a n  w e have, 
b u t I  know  th a t  in  m an y  p laces th e  m en a re  sim ply  
w a itin g  fo r  m en to show  th em  how  to w ork  a n d  w h a t 
to  do.

Now, b ro th e rs , if you can  th ro u g h  co rrespondence 
a ro u se  th e  m en in th e  v a rio u s  assem blies to o rg an iza 
tion , you w ill indeed  do a  w o rk  fo r A bdul-B aha. In  
m o s t p laces th e  m en  a re  doing b u t little . A s soon a s  
th ey  a re  o rgan ized  an d  w o rk in g  to g e th er th ey  w ill b r in g  
in  m ore m en— an d  so on.

T h is  w o rk  of o rg an iza tio n  is, I  feel, especially  neces
s a ry  in th e  e a r ly  g ro w th  of an  assem bly . I  h av e  seen 
th e  ill-effects of u n o rg an ized  effo rts w hich h av e  been 
allow ed  to  ru n  a lo n g  indefin itely . * * *

F ro m  w h a t I  hav e  seen upon m y recen t tra v e ls  I  
know  th a t  the  B a h a is  th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n try  w ould  h a il 
w ith  deligh t an d  respond  to  a  p lan  of sim ple o rg a n iz a 
tion  w hich you could suggest. N ow  is th e  tim e  fo r  such 
a  move. T he re su lts  of i t  w ill be fa r-reach in g . A ll th e  
people need is  a  good suggestion  an d  a  l i t t le  encour
agem ent. * * *

D e a r  b ro th e r s .  I  k n o w  y o u  w ill  u n d e r s ta d  m y  m o 
tiv e  so I  w ill n o t apologize to  you fo r g iv ing  so m uch 
adv ice. * * *

Y ours in  H is  Service,
C h a r l e s  M a so n  R e m e y .

ACCA, SYRIA.
Hie O ttom an officials have recen tly  opened two 

large gatew ays th rough  th e  thick, solid and an 
cien t w alls of th e  old fo rt of Acca. B oth open out 
on th e  green p lain  in  fro n t of Behje, w here the 
H oly Tomb is located. W onderful to relate, one of 
these gates is s itua ted  back of th e  old house of 
A bdul-Baha, w here he often  w alked, during  the 
tim e of h is confinement, to the fortress!

F u rtherm ore , official men, arch itec ts and m asons 
have come from  C onstantinople for th e  express 
purpose of p lann ing  a  beau tifu l city  outside of the 
old prison walls! To live today and w itness 
the ac tua l fu lfillm ent of th e  old prophecies is 
verily  a blessing fo r w hich we cannot be suffi
c iently  thank fu l. L et th e  B ahai young arch itec ts 
and  engineers get ready fo r w ork in  th e  Holy 
City! A m een  V. Fareed.
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IN TER V IEW  W IT H  ABDUL-BAHA.

E x tra c t from  a le tter w ritten  by a Mrs. Crockett, 
May, i q i o , to M iss Frances Johnson, P earl City, 
H awaii:

I m u s t te ll you a little  about P alestine  and about 
one experience in  particu la r. A v is it to  P alestine 
does certa in ly  m ake th e  B ible seem like a new 
book and brings home to one’s h ea rt th e  rea lity  of 
C h ris t’s life and teachings.

I fe lt th is  p a rticu la rly  a t N azareth, the home of 
H is boyhood, and a t th e  Sea of Galilee, w hich is 
so associated  w ith  H is m in is try . W e had  a lovely 
early  m orn ing  row on the peaceful lake, and th e  
m em ories of C hris t th a t  cam e to  us seem ed to 
m ake H is presence very  real.

Now, I know  you w ill be eager to hear of my in 
terv iew  w ith  the  one in  P alestine  whose teachings 
m ean so m uch to you, th e  P rophet, or Abbas Ef- 
fendi,* as he is generally  called.

I found th a t he is no t now k ep t a p risoner a t  
Acca, bu t since th e  order of constitu tional govern
m en t in  T u rkey  he  is free to  live in  h is home a t 
H aifa  (n ea r by) and go and come as he will.

I p lanned m y tr ip  so th a t  I could stop and see 
him , for I rem em ber w hen you gave m e some of 
th e  li te ra tu re  to read you sa id : “If  you go to
Egypt, P alestine is no t fa r  aw ay and you will 
su re ly  w an t to see h im .” So I p lanned for th e  in 
terv iew  w ith  h im  w hen the o thers of th e  p a rty  
w ent to Acca for a drive. (P erhaps you know  th a t 
H aifa  is a p re tty  litt le  tow n r ig h t a t  th e  foot of 
Mi. Carm el.)

W ell, I  sen t word to  him  of my w ish to see him  
and he replied th a t  he would see me in  the a fte r
noon, as h is tim e w as taken  up th a t  m orn ing  in 
seeing some people from  India. So I w ent to  h is 
house a t th e  tim e appointed  and w as show n in to  
the  presence of an old m an, clothed in  th e  flowing 
robe of a Persian , w ith  w hite h a ir  and  a  long w hite 
beard, w ith  eyes th a t  seemed to look me th rough  
and yet w ere m ost friendly , too. I t  w as th e  
P rophet! H e received me m ost graciously, and h is 
in te rp re te r, a  young Syrian, a  stu d en t a t  the  A m er
ican M issionary College a t  Beyrout.

* A b/inl-Raha.
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I told h im  first about th e  litt le  circle of h is 
fr ien d s in  fa r  off H onolulu—you who m eet to 
ge ther to discuss h is teach ings—and I to ld  h im  of 
you r love and loyalty. H e seemed very  happy a t 
th is  and  h is  face ' ligh ted  up as he asked for the 
nam es of those who knew  and  loved him . * * *
He sen t you all h is love and blessing and  said he 
w ould p ray  fo r each one of you, and he added: 
“Tell them  th a t  they  have a g rea t m ission—to m ake 
th e  b lind  eyes see, to m ake th e  deaf ears h ear and 
to  shed the  ligh t of know ledge w here the darkness 
of ignorance p revails.” T h a t was h is m essage to 
you. H e ta lked  w ith  me fo r some tim e, f irs t te ll
ing me of h is country, Persia , of h is life  and then  
of h is teachings.

As he ta lked  w ith  me I fe lt my h e a rt soften un
der th e  influence of h is goodness and kindness, 
and th e  tea rs  came to m y eyes. H e asked me about 
myself, if  I w ere well and  if I w ere happy. I re
plied to th e  la t te r  question: “I have had  m any
sorrow s.” “F o rge t th em !” he answ ered. “W hen 
your h e a rt is filled w ith  th e  love of God th ere  w ill 
be no room for sorrow . T here w ill only be love 
and happiness.” I cannot te ll you the sw eet sym 
pathy  of h is voice as he said these beautifu l and 
com forting words.

T hen he had the a tten d an t b ring  in tea, a  cup 
fo r h im  and a cup for me. We d ran k  together, 
w ish ing  each o ther h ea lth  and happiness, and then  
he  told me th a t  he  hoped he should tak e  tea  w ith  
m e in  th e  K ingdom  of Heaven!

W hen I p raised  the tea  he said  i t  was rea l P e r
sian  tea  and  presented  me w ith  a package to take  
aw ay w ith  me. (I  w ish  I could send you some of 
it. I am a fra id  it  would lose its  s tren g th  though  
before i t  reached you.)

W hen I finally said good-by he p u t h is  hand  on 
my head and blessed me and w ished th a t  I m igh t 
be a blessing. * * * I w ent aw ay feeling soft
ened, up lifted  and blessed. I am so glad you told 
me of h im  and urged me to see him . H e w rote h is 
nam e in  m y book fo r me and told me alw ays to 
rem em ber it.

I te ll you all these little  inciden ts as I know  
they  w ill in te rest you.
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TEH ERA N , PERSIA .

E skander K han  (M r. Sydney Sprague) left for 
Acca, Ju n e  20tn, as fa r  as B aku, R ussia, w ith 
M irza Ali K uli K han, who has been appointed 
Charge d’A ffaires for "Washington, or ra th e r, all 
A m erica. The form er w ill re tu rn  w ith  h is bride, 
Farahngese, th e  s is te r of Doctor Fareed, in the 
fall: We are  all hoping th a t M irza A ssad Ullah
w ill also come, as well as R azeah K hanum  (M irza 
Assad U llah’s w ife).

M irza Ali K uli K han had six P ersian  boys in h is 
charge, some to be left in  Europe, o thers taken  
to A m erica to be educated. Dr. Mohammed K han 
gave a  d inner p arty  for M irza A li K uli K han, to  
w hich Mr. Sprague and I w ere invited . He told 
us of h is p a rtin g  call on th e  young k ing  th a t 
m orning. The P ersian  parliam en t has given h is 
w ife a ti tle  and  a decoration. H e wps pleased th a t 
th e  title , “M aker of Souls,” coincides so well w ith  
the  one previously  g ran ted  by Abdul-Baha, Rou- 
han iah , or “S p iritua l One.” He also read h is las t 
Tablet, w hich he received a fte r  h is a rriv a l here. 
In  th is  Abdul-Baha confirms him  in  the Cause and 
also prophesies the glorious fu tu re  of Persia , th e  
land  of B a h a ’oTx a h .

A long and in te restin g  artic le  has recently  been 
published in  the  jou rna l of th e  Society of A rts , 
London. I t  is a  re p r in t in fu ll of a lec tu re  given 
by Mr. B ernard  Temple, w ho spent some m onths in  
T eheran la s t w inter. He was in th e  O rient one 
year, m aking  a  close study of th e  B ahai R evela
tion, and th e  lecture  is devoted to the Cause. The 
London Spectator  of June  4th has quite a review  
of th e  lecture. I t  w ill a ttra c t a tten tio n  to  the 
g rea t w ork being accom plished. Mr. Tem ple is a 
Jew  and w hile he states, “ I am not a B ahai,” h is 
a rtic le  shows a clear and really  a rd en t appreciation  
of its principles, and as he quotes volum inously 
from  th e  “H idden W ords” and gives th e  fu ll facts 
and teachings in  p a rt by quoting from  Sydney 
Sprague’s books—th u s he gives out the essence, 
and we believe his w ork w ill be fru itfu l in  leading 
m any who seek the L ight. M irza A zizullah K han  
wishes to tran s la te  it  into Persian .

Susan I. Moody.
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T H E  MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR.
A recen t p ilg rim  to Acca w rote to th e  F in an c ia l 

Secretary  th a t w hen she w as in H aifa  la s t w in te r 
she asked A bdul-Baha if  it  w as no t of g rea t im por
tance to  help in  the sending  of sp iritu a l people to 
Syria  to be ta u g h t by him , and he  replied : “I t  is
now of u tm ost im portance for th e  Mashrak-el- 
A zkar to  be b u ilt.” Corinne True.

SPOKANE, WASH.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Lehm ann, 8 2d Ave., 

is  o;:en W ednesday evenings for teaching.

BELIEVERS OF SPOKANE, WASH., HOLDING A UNITY FEAST 
IN A SUBURB OF THEIR CITY.

The U nity  F eas t is reg u la rly  observed, being 
served a t  the homes of th e  different believers. 
Y our correspondent served the F eas t fa lling  on 
Ju n e  5 th ; i t  was an out-of-door m eeting, w ith 
tw en ty  in  attendance. T he day was perfect, and 
a s  we w ended our w ay up th e  h ills ide  and  spread 
th e  feast beneath  the  p ine  trees  in  a p leasan t spot 
overlooking th e  valley, a sw eet sp ir it of harm ony 
and  u n ity  prevailed. A fter the F eas t photographs 
w ere taken , copies of w hich w ill be forw arded to 
th e  friends in  Persia. On June 24th the F eas t was 
held a t  the home of Mr. and Mrs. K illiu s; it  was 
well attended  and a tim e of sp iritu a l uplift.
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The Assem bly recently  held its  annua l election 
of officers, resu lting  as follows: Miss Mabel K ing,
Secre tary ; Mrs. A nnie K illius, T reasu re r of Mash- 
rak-el-A zkar F u n d ; Mr. A lbert K illius, L ib ra r ia n ; 
Mrs. E velyn Moore, Mr. Orson 0. W olcott and Mrs. 
K illius, B oard of Council; Mrs. Cora D itm ars, Mr. 
K illius and  Mrs. Lesley O’Keeffe, V isiting  Com
m ittee.

E ach m onth  the B a h a i  N e w s  comes w ith  the 
welcome news from  all parts , like wave a fte r wave 
of sw eet perfum e. L esley O’Keeffe.

SEATTLE, WASH.
R e g u la r  m eetings of A ssem bly  held a t  2916 B eacon  Ave. 
S ou th .

The F eas t of Aug. 1st was held a t th e  home of 
Mrs. F ra n k  Geary, 127 Belleview  Ave., N orth. In  
E verett, a  near-by town, Mr. and Mrs. W ashington 
M acCormick are  bu ild ing  a  hom e in  w hich they  
hope soon to hold m eetings. In  Omak a rran g e
m ents a re  being m ade to hold m eetings in th e  
hom e of Mrs. L au ra  L u ther. In  Tacom a a decided 
in te rest is now being m anifested  in th e  Cause. Mr. 
D. D. Babcock is a ttra c tin g  m any souls in  the  town 
of B rem erton. Mrs. C harlo tte  G illen is  devoting 
h e r sum m er outing  to the care of som e sm all chil
d ren  on W hidly Island  Ida  A. F inch, Sec'y.

HONOLULU, HAW AII.
The com ing of the B a h a i  N e w s , every n ineteen  

days, is aw aited  by one and all w ith  the g rea test 
eagerness.

The U nity  F eas t of A ugust 1st was observed 
very p leasan tly  by a num ber of B ahais and friends 
of th e  Cause a t  the hom e of Mrs. R., T hu rston  Ave. 
The presence of Abdul-Baha seems indeed a rea lity  
a t  these U nity  Feasts, and the home w hich is 
opened for them  seem s to  hold a  blessing th a t  lin 
gers ever w ithin its walls. Alla T. Rowland.

A ccording to th e  G overnm ent Census B ureau 
sta tis tic s  ga thered  in 1906, dealing w ith  th e  relig 
ious life of the  U nited S tates, and now in  press a t 
W ashington, D. C., B ahais have tw enty-four assem 
blies, aggregating  a  m em bership of 1,280.



B A H A I  N E W S
ISSUED M O N T H L Y

iL B E R T  R. W lN D U S T — E D I T O R S — G E R T R U D E  B U I K E M A  
Address all communications to 

B a h a i  N e w s  S e r v i c e ,  P.O. B ox 283, Chicago, 111., U.S.A.
P e r s i a n  E d i t o r .—M irza A h m a d  So h r a b , 1800 B el

m o n t R oad, W ash in g to n , D. C.

SU B S C R IPT IO N  P R IC E  P E R  Y EA R .
S ent p o stp a id  th ro u g h o u t N o rth  A m erica , includ ing  

C an a l Zone an d  P a n a m a ; an d  fo llow ing is la n d s : Cuba, 
P o rto  Rico, H aw aii, P h ilip p in e s ; a lso  E n g lan d , Ire lan d , 
S cotland, W ales, G erm any , an d  S han g h a i C ity  (C h in a )  ; 
U nsea led  $1.00; sing le  copy 10c. Sealed  $1.25; sing le  
copy 12 c.

S ent p o stp a id  th ro u g h o u t o th e r  p a r ts  of O ccident an d  
a d ja c e n t is la n d s  inc lud ing  N e w fo u n d la n d : U nsealed
$1.00; sing le  copy 10c. Sealed  $1.75; sing le  copy 15c.

S ent p o stp a id  th ro u g h o u t O rient, inc lud ing  E g y p t and  
R u s s ia :  S e a le d  $1.75 ; s in g le  co p y  15c. N o t e .— T h ro u g h  
a g e n t s  w h e n  e s ta b l is h e d  in  O r ie n ta l  c e n te r s :  $1.00 
p e r  y e a r .

V ol. 1. C h ica g o , (A u g . 20, 1910) H am al No. 9

B A H A I C A LEN D A R .
M O N T H  N A M E  F IR S T  D A T S

1 s t ............. 21
2nd........... , ............J a la l (G lory) ...................... 9
3 rd ............ 28
4 th ............ -----M ay 17
5 th ............ ............Nur (L ight) ........................ 5
6 th ............ 24
7 t h ............ 13
8 t h ............ 1
9 th ............ 20

10 t h ............ 8
11th ............ . .  . Sept. 27
12th ............ 16
1 3th ............ 4
1 4th ............ 23
15th ............ 12
1 6th ............ 31
17th ............ 1»
18 t h ............

(Four intercalary days.)
7

19 t h ............
(M onth of fasting .)

, . .  . Mar. 2

The le tte rs  of Mr. Remey, published in  th is  is
sue, and the  follow ing ex trac t from  a T ablet to a 
believer in  Persia , should receive the careful pe
ru sa l of th e  m en who are  in terested  in  th e  progress 
o i the  Cause in  the Occident:

You h av e  w ritte n  re g a rd in g  th e  A ssem bly  o f  W omen. 
U ndoubted ly , show  ye g re a t effort in th is  m a tte r , an d
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m ake co n s tan t endeavor in th e  expansion  of its  spheres, 
an d  know  ye of a  c e r ta in ty  th a t  i t  w ill be crow ned  with, 
g re a t  success. T h is su b jec t is p re g n a n t w ith  fa r- re a c h 
ing  re su lts  an d  w hen i t  is d irec ted  in a  benefit tin g  m a n 
ner, such w om en w ill be tra in e d  in th a t  A ssem bly  th a t  
th e  w hole w orld  w ill be aston ish ed  by th e ir  eloquen t 
speeches an d  fluent u tte ran ces , an d  th ey  w ill silence a n d  
d iscom fort th e  o ra to rs  of th e  E a s t  a n d  th e  W est, To
d ay  th e  w om en in th e  W est lead  th e  m en in  th e  serv ice 
of the  Cause, sum m on th e  people u n d er th e  shad e  of th e  
B lessed  P erfec tio n , an d  loosen th e ir  tongues in e loquen t 
lectu res, delivery  of w onderfu l p roo fs an d  the  elucida
tion  of new  argu m en ts .

( S ig n e d ) A b d u i.-Ba h a  A b b a s .
We can tes tify  th a t the above s ta tem en t is th e  

tru th . N ine-tenths of th e  active w orkers in  th e  
Cause in  the  W est a re  women. T h is should  no t 
only encourage the women of th e  E ast, bu t should 
aw aken th e  m en of the W est to th e ir  duty  in th e  
field of service.

Our P ers ian  section th is  m onth con tains: (1)
a  T ablet to the  W ashington (D. C.) A ssem bly; 
(2) an a rtic le  on U niversal B ahai E ducation, quot
ing  from  T ablets of B a h a ’o’l l a h  concerning the 
necessity  of studying  sciences and m odern  knowl- 
eges, c iting  s ta tis tic s  to show how m uch th e  
U nited S ta tes spends for public schools and educa
tion ; (3) new s item s of in te re s t to  our O rien tal 
b rothers and  sisters.

We are  pleased to  announce the engagem ent of 
Mr. C harles Mason Rem ey of W ashington, D. C., to 
Miss Ju lie t Thom pson of New Y ork City. On be
half of all th e  friends th e  B a h a i  N e w s  w ishes 
them  every happiness.

CHICAGO.
R e g u la r  w eek ly  m ee tin g  of A ssem bly , Sunday, 11 a. 
m., a t  C o rin th ian  H a ll, 17th floor M asonic Tem ple, 
S ta te  a n d  R a n d o lp h  Sts. G eorge Lesch, Sec’y. A d
d ress  of A ssem bly , P . O, B ox 283.

A w ord concerning the w ork fa ith fu lly  per
form ed by th e  B oard of W om en’s A ssem bly for the 
past year: The records were beau tifu lly  kept, the
T reasu re r perform ed her w ork fa ith fu lly  and th e  
litt le  box was supplied w ith  th e  necessary m eans 
for the w ork done by th e  different chairm en. T he 
w ork done by the C orresponding Secretary  is as
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w ell know n as it  is un iversal. Mrs. Loeding, 
C hairm an of the Sick Committee, and h e r a ss is t
an ts, Mrs. Scheffller and Mrs. Bonds, v isited  the 
sick  in  m any hosp ita ls and homes, b ring ing  fru it  
and  flowers, and, best of all, B ahai love and  cheer. 
M rs. F oster, C hairm an of th e  P h ilan th rop ic  Com
m ittee , is doing good w ork for the needy ones, as 
is also Mrs. B ara. Miss Jones, C hairm an of th e  
E d u ca tio n a l Commitee, is in terested  in  developing 
th e  Sunday School. We have established th e  tru th  
of A bdul-Baha’s w ords to  our C hairm an of O rgani
zation , Mrs. W aite, w hile she was in  Acca, th a t 
w om en should organize assem blies for th e  spread
ing  of the T ru th . H e said : “T here m ust be or
gan iza tion  to accom plish orderly  and system atic 
w ork. W ithou t it  no headw ay can be m ade.”

Id a  F. B rush, Pres, W om en’s Assem bly.

DENVER, COLO.
S e c re ta ry  of A ssem bly, G. N a th a n ie l C lark , 4141 
X a v ie r  St.

W hile Mrs. E lla  T. N ash and her daughter, Miss 
L ouise N ash, w ere v is iting  Mrs. W illard  A shton, a t 
H orse Shoe R anch, E stes  P ark , a sad accident oc
curred , caused by horses being frigh tened  by an 
autom obile, and resu lted  in  th e  death  of baby A sh
ton . Mrs. A shton was th row n ou t of th e  vehicle, 
followed by Mrs. N ash, who w as holding the  baby. 
Mrs. N ash susta ined  an  in ju ry  of a frac tu red  col
la r  bone. The baby never regained consciousness. 
H is li tt le  body w as la id  aw ay on a beau tifu l h ill
to p  overlooking th e  valley. T he n a tu ra l su r
round ings fitting ly  len t them selves to  th e  m eaning  
of the service, w hich included the follow ing read
ings and p rayers:

To consider th a t  a f te r  th e  d ea th  of th e  body the  
sp ir it  perishes, is like im ag in in g  th a t  a  b ird  in  a cage 
w ill be d estroyed  if th e  cage  is broken— th o u g h  th e  b ird  
h a s  no th ing  to  f e a r  fro m  th e  d es truction  of th e  cage. 
O u r body is like th e  cage, a n d  th e  sp ir it is  like th e  bird. 
W e  see th a t  w ith o u t th e  cage  th is  b ird  flies in  th e  "world 
o f sleep ; th e re fo re , if  th e  cage  becom es broken , th e  b ird  
w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  e x is t ;  i t s  f e e l in g s  w ill h e  e v e n  m o re  
pow erful, i ts  percep tio n s g re a te r  an d  its  h ap p in ess in 
creased . In  tru th , fro m  hell i t  reach es a  p a ra d ise  of 
daligh ts, because  fo r  the  th a n k fu l b ird  th e re  is  no p a r a 
d ise  g re a te r  th a n  freedom  fro m  th e  cage.

In fa n ts  a re  u n d er th e  shadow  of the  fav o r of God, 
a n d  a s  th ey  h av e  no t co m m itted  a n y  sin an d  a re  n o t 
soiled w ith  th e  im p u ritie s  o f th e  w orld of n a tu re , th ey
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a re  cen te rs  ©f th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  of bounty , an d  the 
E y e  of C om passion w ill be tu rn e d  upon them .

In  th e  N am e of God, th e  Suprem e, th e  H ig h  ! I  a sk  
Thee, by  th e  so rrow  of th e  h e a r ts  of th e  beloved an d  
b y  th e  te a r s  of th e  eyes of th e  lovers, to  deprive m e 
n o t fro m  th e  f ra g ra n c e s  of T h y  G odliness in  T hy  D ays, 
a n d  fro m  th e  m elodies of th e  Dove of T h y  O neness a t  
th e  a p p ea ran ce  of th e  L ig h ts  of T hy  F ace  !

. H old  T hou m y r ig h t a rm , O G o d ! an d  dw ell con
tin u a lly  w ith  m e ! G uide m e to  th e  fo u n ta in  of T hy 
K now ledge an d  encircle  m e w ith  T hy  G lory, L e t m ine 
e a rs  h e a rk en  un to  T hy  m elodious tone an d  com fort m e 
w ith  T hy  P resence . F o r  T hou a r t  th e  s tre n g th  of m y 
h e a r t, an d  th e  t r u s t  of m y soul, a n d  I  desire  no one be
side  T h e e !

I t  is th e  desire of th e  paren ts to have on th is  
hill-top an  open sanctuary— a place of w orship for 
o thers as well as fo r them selves.

W illard  H . Ashton.
FR U ITPO R T, MICH.

A picnic d inner w as served near th e  home of 
Mr. and Mrs. N elson P etersen  on Ju ly  31st. B ahais 
from  M uskegon, G rand R apids and Chicago were 
p resen t— about fifty in  all—an in v ita tio n  hav ing  
also been extended to those who w ere no t B ahais. 
A fter d inner the  G lad-tidings of th e  coming of the  
K ingdom  w ere given. The m eeting w as a very 
im pressive and profitable one, aw akening  th e  hearts  
of those who had  know n no th ing  of th e  Teaching 
before, as has been evidenced by th e ir  grow ing 
•interest in  th e  Cause since then.

Seo’y  F ru itport A ssem bly.

GREEN ACRE, MAINE.
D uring m y nine days a t  Green Acre five large 

Bahai m eetings were held, m any from  K ittery , 
Portsm outh  and o ther neighboring tow ns assem 
bling to h ear The Message. M irza Sinore M. Raffle 
and  Mr. Woodcock and fam ily  w ere also there , th e  
la t te r  for two days. Mr. Woodcock w as tire d  out 
and  no t lec tu ring , a lthough  he spoke m ost im pres
sively and w ith  m uch sp irit in  one of th e  m eetings.

The la s t U nity  F eas t was held a t the sum m er 
hom e of Mrs. A line S. D evin in  E liot, qu ite  a  num 
ber of B ahais and tru th seek e rs  ga thering  fo r tea  
la te  in th e  afternoon.

Mrs. Ives and Mrs. S tansell, as well as Mrs. 
Magee and  her daugh ters (a ll from  New Y ork), 
a re  now in Green Acre. Mrs. S tansell has been
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conducting conferences upon the T eachings. Miss 
Jack, who spent some tim e in  Acca, was a t the- 
Green A cre Inn.

Miss B rittingham  and Miss Z im m erm an, both of 
W ashington, D. C., and Miss R obarts, of Boston, 
were in camp n ear Green Acre. Twice during  th e  
past week there  w ere gatherings there , w here The 
Message was given to m any.

Charles M ason R em ey.

NEW  YORK CITY.
R e g u la r  w eek ly  m eeting' of A ssem bly, Sunday, 11 a . 
m ., a t  G enealogica l H all, 226 W est 58th  St. P a u l P. 
G. M arsh a ll, Sec ’y, 1 3 9  Shipp e n  S t ,  W eehaw ken
H eigh ts , N ew  Je rsey .

Mr. Percy Woodcock and fam ily  le ft New Y ork 
C ity Aug. 1st to spend a few weeks a t H eron Is
land, off the  M aine coast.

D uring the past th ree  weeks Mrs. B rittingham  
has been v is iting  Miss Dorr, a B ahai s is te r  in 
Forge Village, Mass., spen t a Sunday in Boston 
and addressed th a t assem bly and v isited  H udson,
N. Y., holding several m eetings. She is now in  
Philadelph ia . Jam es F. B rittingham .

W ASHINGTON, D. C.
R e g u la r  w eek ly  m eeting  of A ssem bly , F r id a y  evening, 
a t  1219 C onnecticu t Ave. Jo seph  H . H annen , Sec’y. 
A ddress of A ssem bly , P . O. B ox 192.

Since our la s t report a deligh tfu l supper and 
law n p a rty  was given a t  th e  residence of Mrs. 
H elen S. Moss, S ilver Springs, Md., in honor of 
Mrs. R ussell and Miss Davies, of Chicago, and  
M irza F a ra ju llah  K han, of Isphahan , Persia . A 
large num ber of th e  friends w ere present, and th e  
ab ility  of th is  charm ing  hostess to dispense hos
p ita lity  on a large scale w as again  proven. On 
such occasions th e  joy of u n ity  from  the  social 
aspect is dem onstrated, show ing anew th a t  in  all 
the  w alks of life the R evelation of B a h a ’oT l a h  
adds a  plus sign to th e  possib ilities of th e  past.

The U nity  F ea s t of A ugust 1 was particu la rly  
successful because of th e  partic ipa tion  of our col
ored friends, th e  la rge  hall of th e  C onservatory of 
Music being well filled. Louis G. Gregory pre
sided and  in troduced the speakers, who w ere lis t
ened to w ith  rap t a tten tion . Mrs. H annen  super



B A H A I  N E W S 15

in tended the m ateria l feast, w hich w as the  occa
sion of social in tercourse and ind iv idual teaching.

The w ork in Sum erduck, Va., re fe rred  to in  the 
■edition of Ju ly  13, has been followed up, th e  w riter 
hav ing  addressed ano ther capacity  audience a t the 
schoolhouse on Ju ly  24th. I t  is now planned to 
m ake th e  tr ip  on th e  fou rth  Sunday of every 
m onth, and as there  is regu la r p reach ing  service 
also once a  m onth, th is  m ay now be termed, an or
ganized assem bly. Furtherm ore , o ther points n ear
by are  ask ing  to r m eetings, and  i t  is hoped th a t  
th e  G lad-tidings can be spread quite thoroughly  as 
tim e passes.

I t  is w ith sincere reg re t th a t we m ust chronicle 
th e  departu re  from  th is  sphere of action of our be
loved sister, Miss C harlo tte J. Colt, who entered 
th e  B etter Land on the m orning of A ugust 3. H er 
dear, g ray  hair, surm oun ting  a face of unalterab le  
sw eetness, w ill be g reatly  m issed, as i t  seemed 
th a t  she w as like some angelic presence, com m and
ing  respect and lending  an a ir  of devotion and 
sp iritu a lity  w herever she w ent. None w as more 
fa ith fu l in  attendance upon the m eetings, despite 
her age—she was 73 w hen she le ft us. The as
surance of unfathom ed joys in the sp irit w orld is 
a sweet com fort to our sorrow, and again  th e  g reat 
te s t of religion is successfully  passed—th a t i t  is 
good enough to live by and sufficient unto death.

Joseph H. H annen.

I t  is reported  th a t a  litt le  daugh ter has come to 
bless the hom e of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. M axwell of 
M ontreal, Canada.

C O N V ER SA TIO N A L  P E R S IA N  T A U G H T BY 
C O R R E SPO N D E N C E .

T h e  B a h a i  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o l  teach es P e rs ia n  
by  sim ple lessons an d  phonograph ic  records. E a c h  
pup il receives a ll  n ecessa ry  ind iv idual help  an d  a t te n 
tion  th ro u g h  a  sy s tem  of w ritte n  lessons an d  c r i t i
cism s. N o P e rs ia n  w ritte n  c h a ra c te rs  a re  u se d ; th e  
E n g lish  le tte rs  only a re  em ployed an d  p ro n u n c ia tio n s 
expressed  in  E n g lish  c h a ra c te rs . M any  a re  ta k in g  
a d v a n ta g e  of th is  system , bo th  in E u rope a n d  in 
A m erica.

F o r  p a r t ic u la rs  a d d re ss  M IR Z A  S. M. R A F F IE , 
S. B., 729 L iv in g sto n  H a ll. C olum bia U n iversity , N ew  
Y ork City, U. S. A.
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BAHAI NEWS
Vol. 1 C h ica g o , (Sept. 8, 1910) Izzat No. 10

WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA TO FR IE N D S IN  
AMERICA.

E x tr a c t s  f ro m  T a b le ts  r e c e n t ly  re c e iv e d  .by th e  L i 
b ra r ia n  of th e  S p iritu a l A ssem bly  (H . of S.) of C hi
cago, fo r  p re serv a tio n  in arch ives, an d  sen t to  th e  
B a h a i  N e w s  fo r  pub lication .

HE IS god!

O thou son o f the K ingdom !
***Today, th e  m ost Im portan t affair and g rea t

est hope is th e  u n ity  and  concord of th e  F riends. 
In  every city  w here the F rien d s are  united, sp irit
u a lity  and illum ination  is m an ifest and apparen t 
w ith  in fin ite  power and  s tren g th ; b u t w here 
th ere  is a  lack  of th e  w arm th  of love, every one 
becomes w ithered, cold, unhappy  and  deprived. 
T herefore, endeavor ye w ith  all your h e a rt and 
soul so th a t  union and concord m ay be increased, 
th e  W ord of God prom oted and th e  lig h ts  of u n ity  
be_ spread. Convey on behalf of A bdul-Baha th e  
w onderful A b h a  G reeting to a ll th e  F riends of th a t  
S p iritua l Assembly.

(T ra n s la te d  by  M irza  A hm ad  Sohrab, A ug. 16, 1910.) 

0  thou daughter o f the K ingdom !
***Ere long th e  regions of th e  W est w ill become 

th e  daw ning-places of the E ast, and  th e  Sun of 
T ru th  w ill sh ine in  such w ise th a t  th e  darkness of 
ignorance w ill be dispelled. B ut a large m u ltitude  
of people w ill arise  aga in s t you, show ing oppres
sion, expressing contum ely and  derision, shunn ing  
your society, and  heaping  upon you ridicule. How
ever, the  H eavenly F a th e r  w ill illum ine you to 
such an  ex ten t th a t, like unto  th e  rays of the  sun, 
you shall sca tte r th e  dark  clouds of superstition , 
sh ine gloriously  in  the  m idst of H eaven and il
lum ine th e  face of th e  earth . You m ust m ake firm 
th e  feet a t the  tim e w hen these tr ia ls  tran sp ire , 
and  dem onstrate  fo rbearance and  patience. You



2 B A H A I  N E W S

m ust w ith s tand  them  w ith  th e  u tm ost love and 
k indness; consider th e ir  oppression and  persecu
tio n  as th e  caprice of children , and do no t g ive any 
im portance to w hatever they  do. F o r  a t  th e  end 
th e  illum ination  -of th e  K ingdom  w ill overw helm  
th e  darkness of the  world and the exalta tion  and 
g ran d eu r of your sta tion  w ill become apparen t 
and  m an ifest; no th ing  w ill rem ain  h idden. If th e  
lig h t rem ain  in  th e  depth of the well, ere long 
its  sh in ing  w ill appear on the sum m it of th e  h ill. 
T he sm all ones w ill become great, th e  pow erless 
pow erful, th e  babes w ill become th e  children  of 
th e  K ingdom, and the w anderers reach  th e  D ivine 
n a tive  land of th e  F a th e r. R est ye assured.

(T ra n s la te d  by M irza A hm ad Sohrab, Nov. 14, 1909.)
(S ig n ed ) A bd u l-Ba h a  A b b a s .

PERSIAN-AM ERICAN EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY.

In  an tic ipation  of an ac tive  fall and w in te r cam 
paign, th e  opportun ity  of repo rting  progress and 
p lans th rough  th e  m edium  of the  B a h a i  N e w s  is 
Welcomed.

A Com m ittee of R eorgan ization  is now consider
ing  an  am ended C onstitu tion  upon w hich to hase a 
world-wide work, w ith  no restric tions, such being 
th e  in s truc tions given by Abdul-Baha in  th e  T ablet 
addressed to  the  Officers of th e  Society, and w hich 
w as p rin ted  in  our previous review. I t  is contem 
p lated  th a t  the  nam e of th e  organization  shall be 
changed to th e  “Occidental & O riental In terdepend
ence A ssociation,” or th a t  a sim ilar designation  be 
adopted w hich w ill adequately  se t fo rth  its  aim s. 
In  addition  to th e  subject of education, th ere  are  to 
he separate  divisions, know n as departm en ts or 
com m ittees, devoted to  ag ricu ltu re , in d u s tria l de
velopm ent, commerce, medicine, a r ts  and sciences, 
etc. A plan  som ew hat s im ila r to  th e  B ureau of 
A m erican Republics, is in  view, w ith  th e  im portan t 
difference th a t  the aforesaid  B ureau is only  for 
N orth , South and C entral Am erica, w hile th is  As
sociation  is to  be fo r th e  w hole W orld.

In  due season i t  is hoped th a t  a  m onth ly  m aga
zine w ill be issued in  connection w ith  th e  w ork 
Of the new  A ssociation, p rin ted  in  E ng lish , P ers ian
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and  perhaps A rabic, and as th e  A ssociation grows, 
also in  o ther O riental languages. T here are  to  be 
agen ts in  all countries, and to th a t  end a com m ittee 
of correspondence w ith  all p a rts  of the world w ill 
be an  early  developm ent.

The h eadquarters of th e  O ccidental & O riental 
In terdependence A ssociation w ill be in  W ashing
ton. W orld Conventions are to  be held every th ree  
o r five years, th e  place to  be designated  a t each 
C onvention for th e  succeeding one.

B roadly speaking, th e  object of th e  A ssociation 
w ill be to fu rn ish  com m ercial and in d u s tria l data  
and  in fo rm ation  to orien ta l m erchan ts about 
A m erica, and to acquain t A m erican m anufactu rers 
•with th e  com m ercial possib ilities of th e  fa r  and 
n ear E ast. U nderly ing th is  p rac tica l w orking, 
th e re  is th e  idea of a  un iversa l A ssociation to 
g a ther and dissem inate in  th e  E ast and  the W est 
in fo rm ation  upon all subjects of hum an ac tiv ities 
and  inventions, so th a t both hem ispheres m ay find 
a common channel th rough  w hich th e ir  generous 
im pulses and h u m an ita rian  aim s m ay flow and  
commingle.

I t  is desired to  have th e  new  C onstitu tion  and 
By-Laws ready for subm ission a t the first A nnual 
M eeting of the Persian-A m erican E ducational So
ciety, in  A pril, 1911, a t w hich tim e th e  m erger 
w ill be proposed. M eanwhile, th e  Com m ittee de
sires to  receive from  all the F riends and o thers 
in terested , suggestions and advices based upon ex
perience and observation, so th a t the A ssociation 
m ay become tru ly  a fit in s tru m en t for the propaga
tion  of th e  g rea t princip les of brotherhood and 
an in te rn a tio n a l m edium  for the exchange of goods 
and  ideas. If  anyone should desire to d ra f t a  Con
stitu tio n  em bracing th e  foregoing suggestions, th is  
w ill be particu la rly  appreciated. The Com m ittee 
w ill w ait for one m onth  from  the date of th is  p u b 
lication, to receive suggestions, a fte r  w hich the 
form ation of a C onstitu tion  w ill be undertaken  
here. This w ill then  be subm itted  to law yers who 
are  available for consultation, and perfected be
fore being finally presented. All correspondence 
upon th is  subject m ay be addressed to M irza 
A hm ad Sohrab, 1800 B elm ont Road, W ashington, 
D. C.
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F rom  every standpo in t th e  proposed O ccidental 
& O riental In terdependence A ssociation w ill be th e  
f irs t organ ization  of its  k ind  in  the  w orld possess
ing  such a  b road p latfo rm  of un iversa l principles, 
and  th is  is tru ly  a m ovem ent along B ahai lines. 
We pray  God th a t  H e m ay confirm us to  accom
p lish  the  g rea t w ork ahead. Much can be done if 
we have the co-operation of all.

D uring  the  com ing fall and w inter, however, th e  
Persian-A m erican E ducational Society w ill repre
sen t th e  w orking nucleus of th e  la rg e r o rganiza
tion , and  our efforts w ill be concentrated  upon its  
success. Since th e  la s t report, a d ra f t for two 
hund red  do llars has been sent to  Mr. Sydney 
Sprague. Ten add itional scholarships have been 
subscribed, as follow s: No. 40, Miss M. B illet, New 
Y ork; No. 41, Mrs. G annett, New Y ork; No. 42, 
Mr. J. D. Bosch, G eyserville, Cal.; No. 43, Mme. 
A urelia  B ethlen, Salt L ake City, U tah ; No. 44, 
Mr. F. G. H ale, of Je rsey  City, and  Mr. Jam es, of 
Hoboken, N. J .; No. 45, Mrs. L uella  K irchner, 
Chicago; No. 46„ C. B. N ourse, No. 47, Miss K. E. 
N ourse, No. 48, P. H. N ourse, of A tlan tic  City, 
N. J .; No. 49, M!r. T. T. Steele, New York.

Many appreciative le tte rs  have been received 
from  prom inen t persons in  P e rs ia ; th e  P ers ian  
new spapers in  Persia , E gypt and Ind ia  have given 
colum ns to th e  consideration  of th is  v ita l subject, 
p red ic ting  g rea t th ings for the fu tu re . T hus th e  
O rient has aw akened to the  w ork we are  u n d ertak 
ing, and  we dare  no t fail or stop sh o rt of large 
achievem ents. I t  is reported  th a t  a  very  in te re s t
ing  C onstitu tion , w ritten  for the m anagem ent of 
th e  Society in  Persia , has been received from  th e  
au th o ritie s  of th e  T arb ia t School.

T he follow ing com m unications received recen tly  
by th e  C orresponding Secretary , w ill serve as an 
ind ication  of th e  in te re s t m anifested  a t rem ote 
p o in ts :

H is H onor, th e  P e rs ia n  Consul of B a toum , R ussia , 
t r a n sm itte d  to  m e  y o u r li t t le  booklet o f P e rs ia n -A m e ri
can  E d u ca tio n a l Society, an d  he  seem s to  h e  v e ry  m uch 
in te re s ted  in th is  m ovem ent. P e rh a p s  you h a v e  these  
li t t le  b ook le ts a lre a d y  t r a n s la te d  an d  p r in te d  In F re n c h  
a n d  R ussian . I t  w ill be  v e ry  ad v an tag eo u s  to u s  to  
find these  l i t t le  books in th ese  tw o langu ag es , so th a t  
w e m ay  sp read  i t  am o n g  o u r num ero u s acq u a in tan ce s
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of the  F re n c h  a n d  R u ssian  fam ilies, so th a t  th ey  m ay 
becom e acq u a in ted  w ith  y our g re a t w ork. W e w ill be 
in fin ite ly  obliged to you if you send u s  a  few  copies 
in  F ren ch . H oping  to h e a r  fro m  you, accept, M onsieur 
S ecre ta ry , th e  a s su ra n c e  of m y m o st d istin g u ish ed  con
side ra tio n . { S i g n e d )  M iss Z. R o b in s ,

(T ra n s la te d  fro m  th e  F re n ch .)  B atoum , R ussia .

D ea r S p iritu a l B ro th e r— I re a d  to d ay  in th e  B a h a i 
N e w s  sen t to m e by Mr. R oy C. W ilhelm , of W all 
S treet, an d  found  i t  o f th e  u tm o st im portance , nay , 
ra th e r , th e  g re a te s t  an d  m ost o b lig a to ry  th in g  to be 
done, to help th e  P e rs ian -A m eric an  In terdep en d en ce  
Society, an d  am  v e ry  desirous of help ing  i t  in a ll the  
w ay s I  can. I  am  ex trem ely  desirous of becom ing a n  
a c tiv e  m em ber of th e  Society fo r  B om bay, if p e rm itted , 
a n d  beg to be a sk ed  to do a il th a t  I  can  an d  should. I  
am  a s  y e t a  s tu d e n t of law , an d  have  n o t begun  to e a rn  
m y honest penny. M y m o st beloved fa th e r  is a  very  
s ta u n ch  Hindoo. I  be ing  th u s  s itu a ted  m ay  n o t be ab le  
to help th e  Society  by m a te r ia l m eans, w hich  i t  m o st 
needs, b u t hope to do so in th e  n ea r  fu tu re , w hen I  sha ll 
be ab le  to sp a re  a  li ttle  m oney. A t p re se n t I  offer m y  
m ost hum ble services, g re a te s t  ap p rec ia tio n  of its  need 
an d  usefu lness, an d  h e a r tfe lt  desire  to see i t  p ro g ress
ing. I  m o st hum bly  an d  m o st re sp ec tfu lly  p ra y  to God, 
th a t  th e  A lm ig h ty  m ay  show er H is F a v o rs  upon it. 
W ith  love an d  g ree tin g s  to  a ll th e  sp ir itu a l b ro th e rs  an d  
s is te rs  in E1-Ab h a  ; w ith  due th a n k s  to a ll th e  d ea r  
b ro th e rs  an d  s is te rs  w ho w ork  fo r  th e  P . A. I. Society, 
an d  a  sense of th e  ap p rec ia tio n  of th e  g re a t w o rk  th ey  
do, I  beg  to rem ain , m y d e a r  sp ir itu a l b ro th e r, y o u r 
b ro th e r  in  E1-Ab h a ,

{ S i g n e d  ) N. It. Va  K il ,
16th Ju ly , 1910. N av sari, Ind ia .

All are u rged to secure m ore scholarsh ips, and 
to w ork w ith  us so th a t th e  com ing w in te r season, 
m ay see a large increase in  th is  respect. We a re  
before th e  eyes of th e  world, and m ust do our fu ll 
d u ty !

The L ib rarian  asks th a t a tten tion  be called to  
th e  need of lite ra tu re  for th e  T arb ia t School in 
T eheran. Any books, m agazines, etc., w ill be 
welcomed. They m ay be sen t d irect to Mr. Sydney 
Sprague, e(o M irza A zizollah K han, ru e  A rbab 
Jem sheed, T eheran, P ersia , or to Mrs. C laudia S. 
Coles, 310 The B urling ton , W ashington, D. C. 
Postage on p rin ted  m atte r to P ers ia  is th e  sam e 
as domestic ra tes, and no b e tte r use could be 
found for discarded m agazines or spare books, 
th a n  to pass them  along fo r th is  w orthy  use.

Jos. H. H anxen , Cor. Seo'y.
W ash ing ton , D. C., A u g u st 27, 1910.
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AROUND T H E  WORLD W ITH  MESSRS. 
REM EY AND STRUYEN.

T hird  of a Series of L e tte rs  Under Th is Heading.
We take the liberty  of prefacing  the  le tte rs  se

lected for th is  issue w ith  th e  follow ing T ablet to 
one of th e  friends a t C incinnati, 0., believing it  
no t only confirms th e  correctness of th e  observa
tions of our b ro thers th a t  o rganization  and syste
m atic  w ork is needed in  m any centers, b u t th a t  it  
w ill ass is t such centers in  th e ir  endeavor to com
ply  w ith  the w ish of A bdul-Baha expressed there in : 

T A B L E T  FR O M  A BD U L-B A H A .
HE IS GOD.

O t h o u  s e e k e r  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m !
T hy le t te r  w a s  received. I t  is im possible to  o rgan ize  

th e  H ouse of Ju s tic e  in these  day s ; i t  w ill be fo rm ed  
a f te r  the  es tab lish m en t of th e  C ause of God. Now, th e  
S p iritu a l A ssem blies a re  o rgan ized  in m o st of th e  cities, 
you  m u st a lso  o rgan ize  a  S p iritu a l A ssem bly  in C in
c innati. I t  is  p e rm issib le  to  elec t th e  m em bers of the  
S p iritu a l A ssem bly  from  am ong  th e  m en an d  w om en ; 
nay , ra th e r , it  is  b e tte r, s o  th a t 'p e r f e c t  union m ay  r e 
su lt. A ccord ing  to th e  T ex ts  of th e  A k das th e  dues a re  
to be collected  in th e  T re a su ry  in o rd er to m eet the  
n ecessa ry  dem ands, b u t do n o t m ake th e  dues o b lig a to ry  
to  anyone. E veryone can  p ay  acco rd ing  to  th e  d ic ta te s  
o f th e ir  h e a r ts  an d  le t it be a  v o lu n ta ry  con tribu tion .

O th o u  seeker of the  K ingdom  ! N ow  is th e  tim e th a t  
you  m ay  becom e en gaged  in th a t  co u n try  in the  p rom o
tio n  of th e  W ord  of God, th e  d iffusion of th e  sw eet 
f ra g ra n c e s  of the  P a ra d ise  of A b h a  an d  the  sp read in g  
o f  th e  D ivine T eachings.

U pon th ee  be the  G lory  of God !
( S i g n e d )  A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

(T ra n s la te d  by M irza A hm ad Sohrab, M ay 18, 1910.)
H O N O LU LU , H . I.

H onolulu, H . L, Dec. 10, 1909.
To th e  M em bers of th e  H ouse of S p iritu a lity  of B ahais, 

Chicago, 111.
D ear B ro th e rs  In  H is  N a m e :— B efore  leav in g  th e  

C oast it  w a s  in m y m ind to w rite  you som eth ing  ab o u t 
th e  th in g s  w hich  B ro th e r  S truven  an d  I  h a d  experienced 
in  our v is its  w ith  th e  v ario u s  frien d s  of th e  m an y  B a h a i 
A ssem blies in  A m erica, hop ing  in  th is  w ay  to be of 
serv ice to you by  help ing  you to come in to  closer touch 
w ith  these m an y  cen ters. * * *

B oth  B ro th e r  S tru v en  an d  I  feel th e  necessity  of 
sy s tem a tic  an d  u n ited  w o rk  a n d  o rg an iza tio n  in th e  
v ario u s  A ssem blies ; th a t  th e  believers should  u n ite  an d  
w ork  in th e  n am e  of th e  A ssem bly, w hichever one i t  
m ay  be.

I t  seem s to  m e th a t  T he H ouse of S p iritu a lity  can
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clo m uch to m ee t th is  need. B y co rrespondence w ith  
th e  m en in  th e  v ario u s  cen tre s  th e  p lan  of sy s tem a tic  
w o rk  could be p re sen ted  to th em  in  su c h  a  w a y  th a t  
th ey  w ould ta k e  hold of it. * * * A s I  w ro te  before,
I  feel th a t  now  is n o t th e  tim e fo r th e  w om en th ro u g h 
o u t th e  co u n try  to organ ize, b u t r a th e r  fo r  the  m en  
a n d  w om en to o rgan ize  together. T he p lan  of o r
g an iz in g  exclusive w om en’s m eetings in  th e  yo u n g er 
assem blies t e n d s  t o w a r d s  a c c e n tu a tin g  r a th e r  th a n  
d im in ish ing  th e  g ra v ity  of th e  question  of g e ttin g  th e  
m en believers to ta k e  an  ac tiv e  p a r t  in  th e  w ork.

T h a t old m isconception, th e  id ea  th a t  A b du l-B aha 
does n o t w ish  an y  o rgan ized  effort, is  s till in  th e  
m inds of some of th e  friends. * * *

G reetings In  H is  N am e,
C h a r l e s  M a s o n  R e m e y .

H onolulu, PI. I., D e c .  14, 1909.
To th e  W ash in g to n  (D . C .) A ssem bly :

D ear F rie n d s  in  E1-A b h a  T oday H o w ard  S truven  
an d  I  a re  leav in g  these Is la n d s  fo r Ja p a n . O ur s ta y  
of th re e  w eeks h e re  h a s  been a  short, p le a sa n t an d  m ost 
bu sy  one. N ow here on our tra v e ls  h av e  w e found so 
sp ir itu a l a  response to The M essage a s  here in  Hono-* 
lu lu . F o r  som e tim e p a s t  th e re  have  been te n  or a  
dozen firm  believ ers  here, b u t outside of a  v e ry  few, th e  
B a h a i C ause w as n o t know n. All w as re a d y  fo r  a  p u b 
lic m ovem ent w hen w e arrived .

A cam paign  of pub lic  m eetings w a s  p lan n ed  an d  
successfu lly  c a rr ie d  ©ut. T here  h a s  been som e opposi
tion, b u t v e ry  l i t t l e ; an d  a  li ttle  ridicule,, b u t th is  h a s  
also  been v e ry  sligh t. P ub lic  m eetings h av e  been held  
a lm o st da ily  an d  besides these th e re  h av e  been stu d y  
classes fo r  th e  seekers a f te r  T r u th ; s tu d y  c lasses fo r 
b e liev e rs ; tw o U n ity  F e a s ts , an d  the  ce leb ra tio n  of th e  
F e te  of A b d u l-B ah a  (N ov. 2 6 th ) , a s  w ell a s  o th e r  
m eetings. P ra c tic a lly  th e  w hole tow n know s som eth ing  
ab o u t T he M essage— betw een  th e  m ee tin g s an d  papers, 
a lm o s t  e v e ry b o d y  a t  le a s t  k n o w s  th e  n a m e  “B a h a i,” 
a n d  know s th a t  now  a n  assem bly  is here  o rgan ized  fo r  
sy s tem a tic  w ork.

The lad ie s  a re  going in to  p h ilan th ro p ic  w ork, too—  
doing th is  in  th e  nam e of T he B ah a i A ssem bly  of H ono
lu lu . T h is , I fee l, a  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  s te p , a n d  o n e  w h ic h  
the  believers in  a ll p laces can  w ell em ula te . In  each 
cen tre  w e should  u n ite  a s  an  assem bly  an d  ta k e  a  po
sition  in the  ac tiv e  w o rk  of th e  p lace  in  benefiting  
th e  people an d  w o rk in g  fo r th e  public good I n  H i s  
N a m e ,  th e  N a m e  o f  B a l i a .  The m ore w e do th is  th e  
m ore w e w ill grow . T he less show  m ade th e  b e tte r, 
n ev erth e less  w e should  n o t w o rk  anonym ously , b u t le t 
our lig h t sh ine an d  be felt. T h is w ill a t t r a c t  th e  souls. 
A s A b d u l-B ah a  says, w e m u st m a n ife s t fo r th  th e  love 
of th e  K ingdom  th ro u g h  deeds. The o rg a n iz a tio n -a n d  
•work of th e  W ash in g to n  (D. C.) A ssem bly  is an  ex
am ple  an d  a n  in sp ira tio n  to  all. W e hav e  in form ed  a ll  
of th e  frien d s  of the  good new s w e h e a r  fro m  you, an d  
th is  is in sp ir in g  o th ers  to do likew ise.

T o u rs  in H is  Cause,
C h a r l e s  M a s o n  R e m e y .
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Our P ers ian  section th is  issue contains a T ablet 
to  th e  S p iritu a l Assem bly (H . of S.) Chicago, dated 
Dec. 16, 1902; an  a rtic le  on U niversal B ahai E duca
tion , quoting sta tis tic s  from  E ng land  and  F rance, 
also T ablets; and  follow ing news item s: (1) U nity  
F eas t a t W ashington, D. C., (2) H r. R em ey’s v is it 
to  Green Acre, (3) receip t of le tte rs  from  M ashad, 
P ersia , (4) concerning M irza Ali K u li K han.
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NEW S NOTES.

The Philadelph ia , Pa., A ssem bly has been 
g rea tly  favored by the  v is its  of Mr. and Mrs. B rit- 
tingham  of New Y ork City, Mrs. R ussell of Chi
cago, Mrs. D ixon of W ashington , Mr. Hope of 
B altim ore, Mr. and Mrs. D ahl of W est Hoboken, 
and  H ilbert D ahl of P ittsb u rg . On the evening of 
Aug. 17th, a m eeting  w as held in a  hall. Mrs. 
B rittingham  gave The Message in  a beautifu l, clear, 
loving w ay and every one w as a tten tiv e  and  seem
ing ly  eager to learn . About fifty people w ere pres
ent. A B ahai baptism  w as held a t th e  home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sum m ers, No. 3228 F a irh ill St., on 
th e  afternoon of Aug. 20. W alter, Irv in  and H arry  
Sum m ers, H a rry  W eyand, and Elwood, the in fan t 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W illiam  C. Revell, w ere bap
tized in  the nam e of th e  K ingdom  of E1-Ab i-i a , by 
Mrs. B rittingham . In  th e  evening th e  U nity  
F eas t was observed a t  th e  home of Mrs. M ary 
J. Revell, 1429 Mayfield St. Twenty-one believers 
w ere p resen t a t  th is  beau tifu l m eeting. J. E„ R.

E xcerp t from  a long p ray er revealed by Abdul- 
B aha a t th e  m arriage  feas t of M irza E sk an d er 
K han  (M r. Sydney Sprague) and F arah an g ise  
K hanum , daugh ter of the  well-known B ahai 
teacher, M irza A ssad U ilah, who w ere recen tly  
m arried  by Abdul-Baha, him self, in  th e  presence 
of rep resen ta tives of a ll na tions and relig ions a t  
H aifa, Syria:

L o rd !  V erily , T hy  se rv an t, E sk a n d e r  S prague, jo u r
neyed  to th e  m o st rem o te  co u n tr ie s  w hile  ag low  w ith  
T h y  L o v e ; he w a s  a t tr a c te d  by  T h y  C all w hile  in th o se  
fa r-a w a y  regions, h as te n e d  to  th e  R a d ia n t  Spot ( th e  
H o ly  L a n d )  an d  w illed  to  u n ite  w ith  T hy  pu re  m a id 
s e rv a n t w ho believeth  in  T h y  V erses, w ho is aflam e 
w ith  th e  F ire  of T h y  Love an d  w ho is  re la ted *  to  T he 
B ra n c h  of th e  T ree  of T hy  G race. L o rd  ! M ake th is  
m a rria g e  b lessed  b y  T hy  F a v o r  ; h ap p y  by th e  bened ic
tio n  of T h y  G e n e ro s ity ; a n  indissoluble  tie  ; a  p a r tn e r 
ship  holy un to  S p ra g u e ; a  b lend ing  fellow ship, a  re 
jo icing , a  u n ity  an d  an  affin ity  la s tin g  th ro u g h o u t th e  
E te rn i ty  o f E te rn itie s , in  every  w orld  of T h y  H oly  
W o rld s— upon th e  p lan e  of th e  S p irits  an d  th e  L igh ts . 
V erily , Thou a r t  th e  H e lp e r ! V erily , Thou a re  th e  
G enerous ! V erily , Thou a r t  th e  M ercifu l, th e  C lem ent 1 

(Signed) A b d u l -B a h a  A bb a s .
(T ra n s la te d  b y  D r. A m een IT. F a reed , Aug. 19, 1910.)
» F a ra h a n g ise  K h an u m  is a  niece of “T he B ra n c h ,”  

A bdul-Baha.-
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C harles Mason Rem ey addressed th e  regu la r 
m eeting  of the  New Y ork C ity Assem bly, held in  
G enealogical H all, Sunday, Aug. 21st, giving a  
v e ry  in te res tin g  account of h is extensive trave ls  
and  experiences w ith  the B ahais in  th e  New Holy 
C ity (Acca and  H aifa, S y ria ) and in  T urkey  gen
erally , and  in  India, Persia , R ussia  and  Europe. 
In  the evening both he and Miss Ju lie t Thom p
son, to w hom he is engaged, w ere presen t and 
took  p a r t in an in te restin g  and largely  a ttended  
m eeting  a t th e  residence of Mr. A rth u r  P. Dodge. 
Mr. T. D. Fu ller, of Chicago, was also p resen t a t 
th ese  m eetings. Mrs. E va  W ebster R ussell, also 
of Chicago, has been a m ost welcome v is ito r du r
in g  th e  sum m er, read ing  to th e  friends th e  le tte rs  
of D octor Moody from  T eheran, Persia . A. P. D.

Miss G eorgiana Dean is now in Fairhope, Ala., 
m in is te rin g  to  th e  needs of Mrs. P au l K. Dealy, 
who is afflicted w ith  b lindness. She w rites: “Mrs. 
D ealy  suffers a g rea t deal, yet she gives The Mes
sage to all she can. H er face shines w ith  th e  
l ig h t of God.”

M irza Ali K uli K han has arrived  in  W ashington, 
D . C., and  p resen ted  h is  creden tia ls to  th e  S tate  
D epartm en t in  the capacity  of Charge d ’Affaires 
from  Persia , bu t w ill leave in  a few days for the 
W est to b ring  back h is fam ily  who are  now in 
C alifornia.

Mr. Rem ey has recen tly  v isited  H udson, Johns
to n , U tica, C linton, Ithaca, Pom ery and  Cazenovia, 
N . Y., accom plishing m uch good for the propa
ganda, unification and so lidarity  of th e  Cause of 
God in  these centres.

C O N V ER SA TIO N A L  P E R S IA N  T A U G H T  BY 
C O R R E SPO N D E N C E .

T h e  B a h a i  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o l  teach es P e rs ia n  
b y  sim ple lessons an d  p h onograph ic  records. E ach  
p u p il receives a ll  n ecessa ry  Ind iv idua l help  an d  a t te n 
tio n  th ro u g h  a  sy s tem  of w ritte n  lessons a n d  c r i t i
cism s. No P e rs ia n  w ritte n  c h a ra c te rs  a re  u s e d ; th e  
E n g lish  le tte rs  only  a re  em ployed an d  p ro n u n c ia tio n s 
ex p ressed  in  E n g lish  c h a ra c te rs . M any  a re  ta k in g  
a d v a n ta g e  o f th is  system , bo th  in E u ro p e  a n d  in 
A m erica.

F o r  p a r t ic u la rs  ad d re ss  M IR Z A  S. M. R A F F IE , 
S. B., 729 L iv in g sto n  H a ll. C olum bia U n iversity , N ew  
Y o rk  C ity, U. S. A.
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
To the Beloved of God in Teheran, Persia. 

h e  is  g o d !

0  ye Beloved Friends of Abdul-Baha!
Today the most im portant affair is delivering the 

Cause of God and spreading the fragrances of God. 
The duty of every soul among the believers of God 
is th a t he m ust rest neither day nor night, and 
w ith every breath th ink of the diffusion of the fra 
grances of Truth. That is, he m ust endeavor as fa r  
as lies in  his power to quicken and guide a  soul to 
the P a th  of Im m ortality, for this service of his 
will be perpetuated throughout centuries and cycles.

The power of the faith  of the first guide will be 
transm itted, find continuation and become m anifest 
in the lives of other believers, until one sanctified 
soul will become the cause of quickening a hundred 
thousand souls. Consider how im portant this is, 
for the guidance of one soul is greater than  the 
sovereignty of a kingdom. The tem poral dominion 
is ended in a few days and no effect or result, no 
rejoicing or happiness, no beatitude or praise and 
no name or fame is produced thereby. B ut this 
sovereignty which consists in the guidance of the 
souls is e ternal and everlasting. I t  embraces the 
Divine Beloved and i t  establishes man upon the 
throne of grandeur. Therefore, Spiritual Assemblies 
m ust be established in all the cities and their aims 
m ust be the guidance of the souls.

Likewise some teachers m ust be sent to  various 
parts and in every direction, for the sake of diffus
ing the fragrances of God, so th a t they may direct 
the seekers to  the. Divine P a th  ; even the coming 
and going of the friends is beneficial. For instance, 
the friends who live in  the smaller cities often do 
not receive any news, and then only a t random. 
Now if certain souls arise to  travel through these 
places, give the Glad-tidings of God, stay  in  every



2 B A H A I  N E W S

place a n ight or two, deliver the news of the Holy 
Land and other countries and cities of the E ast and 
W est, and associate w ith them w ith the utm ost love, 
enthusiasm  and happiness, this w ill be conducive to 
a ttrac tion  and enkindlement, the people will be 
tra ined  in sp iritua l m atters and obtain exhilaration 
and life. This w ill become the cause of diffusing 
the fragrances and the motive-power of the promul
gation of the Word of God.

His Honor, M irza Aga Taraz, and Ali Akbar are 
two blessed souls, and they are the cause of happi
ness to the heart of Abdul-Baha. I t  is assured tha t 
they will become assisted in the universal services, 
and in the Kingdom of A biia  they will shine and 
gleam like unto the morning star.

Upon ye be the Glory of God!
(S ig n e d )  A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

(Translated by Mirza Abmad Sohrab, especially for tbe 
Bahai Ne w s , Washington, D. C., July 14, 1910.)

TEHERAN, PERSIA.
We are indebted to Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi of Chicago 

for the following extracts from a le t te r  which he 
received recently from Dr. Youniss K han of Teheran, 
Persia:

The troubles, calamities, poverty, etc., which happened dur
ing the la te  years, have resulted in th a t the people of 
Teheran, the old and the young, the rich and the poor, have 
turned their faces toward the Threshold of the Holy Cause in 
tuch a manner th a t a thousand teachers are not enough to 
five the glad-tidings. Although all the friends of God, men 
and women, are occupied in spreading the Cause, yet when 
a teacher comes from another city all rush to him, and they 
w ant to hear more.

The assemblies and organizations for the welfare of humanity 
and services for mankind are numerous in the city. For 
example: (1) The Spiritual Assembly has the charge of all
sp iritual m atters. (2) The Assembly of Peace for the settle
ment of difficulties which might occur among the friends. 
(3) M ahfala M ouratab is an assembly which looks a fter the 
order of the m aterial and spiritual m atters. (4) The Assembly 
of the New Society. This has charge of the financial welfare 
of the Cause, such as schools, etc. (5) Charity Society, for 
the help of the poor and needy. Besides these organizations 
there are two schools, one for boys and another for girls. 
These adm it not only Bahai children, but also outsiders. All 
are treated  equally. The poor are accepted free.

The T arbiat school held its  commencement exercises recently. 
This is the best school in Teheran. All the royal ministers 
and officers were present. The American embassador, although 
not a Bahai, was so filled w ith enthusiasm th a t he took a 
photograph of the party.

A hospital has been established in which Amat-el-Allah, Dr. 
Susan I. Moody, Dr. Aristo Khan, Dr. A tta  Ullah Khan, Dr.
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Mohammed Khan and the writer, Dr. Youniss Khan, are 
practicing. Each doctor is in charge of a special department.
Thus, Dr. Moody is the superintendent and the gynecologist 
for women’s diseases. This makes i t  a well-equipped hospital.

Besides the above mentioned institutions and sp iritual gath
erings there are fifty Assemblies for teaching. Consequently, 
in this day the Sun of B a h a’o' lla h  and the Light of Abdul- 
Balin, The Center of the Covenant, is shining w ith utmost 
br.ghtness in Persia.

DOCTORS OF THE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED HOSPITAL IN TEHERAN.

NEW S NOTE.
A farewell gathering for Dr. Sarah Clock was held in. the 

home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Dodge, 261 West 139th Street, 
New York City, on Sunday evening, September 4th. She sailed 
on Thursday, the 8th, for H aifa and Kazoin, Persia, with her 
friend, Miss Straiton, of Scranton, Pa.
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AROUND THE WORLD W ITH MESSRS. 
EEMEY AND STRUVEN.

Fourth of a Series of Letters under this Heading.
Certain letters from our brothers printed in pre

vious issues of the B a h a i  N e w s  properly belong to 
the series and should be incorporated in th is article. 
We refer to one under the heading “The Outlook in 
Japan” (No. 2 issue), and one concerning Ivunjan- 
goon (No. 8). As i t  is unnecessary to  reprin t 
them, we present the following, w ritten a t Rangoon 
and Bombay, India, respectively:

RANGOON, BURMA.
Rangoon, Burma, Feb. 10, 1910. 

The I-Iouso of Spirituality of Bahais, Chicago, 111., U. S.-A .
Dear Brothers in EI-Ahi-ia :— Brother Struven and I  arrived 

here one week ago and are enjoying, more than I can express, 
the companionship of the believers in this and neighboring 
cities. * * *

The time has come in India for the Cause to be known 
outside of Islam. As in the early days, Christianity was for 
years considered as a sect of Judaism, so now in many Ori
ental countries the Cause of EI-Aijha is thought to be a 
Moslem sect. Now, through the assistance of the Western 
friends, this notion is being corrected. "When our teachers 
come and travel in these countries they prove to all th a t 
the Holy Cause is for the W est as well as the E ast. This 
has a powerful eifect upon the people, and through i t  many 
are attracted.

Brother Struven and the Rangoon Assembly send you and 
all of the friends greeting. We are busy day and night with 
meetings and receiving trutliseekers from every phase of 
religion, Jews, Christians, Moslems, Parsecs, Buddhists and 
-Hindoos (Brahm ans). * * *

In His Service,
Ch a r le s  Mason  Re j ie t .

BOMBAY, INDIA.
Bombay, March 24, 1910.

To the House of Spirituality  of Bahais, Chicago, 111.
Beloved Brothers in the Love of Abdul-Baha:—  * * *

After leaving Rangoon, we came on to India, landing in 
Calcutta. There we remained six days, where several well- 
attended meetings and feasts were held, including one public 
lecture. In  Calcutta one assembly is composed chiefly of 
young men. I t  is a new center, yet full of life and v itality . 
There we had a very profitable stay.

From Calcutta we went to Benares, Cornpau, Agra, Delhi 
and Mount Aboo. Our travels in these places were chiefly 
on account of wishing to see the many architectural remains 
of past India. From this la tte r  place we went to Baroda, 
where our good friend, Mirza Mahmood, was expecting us.

Baroda is the capital of one of the free states of India, 
which has its  own government, ruler, etc. * * * I t  is the

-most progressive place (native) which we have visited here 
in India. I ts  M aharajah is the w ealthiest ruler in these parts, 
museums, schools and the like for the benefit of his people.
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There are very few English there. All of this progress comes 
from the native government * * * There the Cause is 
also in a good way. * * *

Here in Bombay we are having a beautiful time— quite a 
busy one with the friends. Several lectures are arranged. One 
before the students of Elphistom College for th is afternoon, 
and one for next Friday before the Theosophical Society. Many 
truthseekers are coming to the Maslirak-el-Azkar, where daily 
meetings are held. * * *

Here in these Oriental countries I see everywhere the need 
of the Western Bahais. These people here have something 
for us. From them we can learn a lesson of devotion and 
love, and we can also teach them certain things which they 
must learn. From my experience in these several Oriental 
countries I see, and have seen for some time, th a t the Cause 
here needs Western enthusiasm and “ push” to bring i t  out.
* * * We m ust come to their aid in th is m atter. * * *
The most necessary of all things- now in the Bahai Cause in 
these countries of the E ast, is th a t some teachers may be 
sent to the East. The Oriental Bahais have given us the 
motive force of the Cause; now we m ust go back to them 
with the application of the same. * * *

Faithfu lly  yours in H is Holy Cause,
Charles Mason R em ey.

P. S.—  * * * There was a good turnout this afternoon
a t the lecture on the Bahai Movement before the students of 
the Elphistom College— I should say about two hundred. A fter
wards we took tea with the Principal of the College and con
tinued the good work. C. M. R.

WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA.
Some of the words uttered by Abdul-Baha to 

Messrs. Howard C. Struven and Charles Mason 
Remey ivhile in  Ms presence at Haifa, Syria, May, 
W10:

“Welcome! You are blessed in making such a 
world pilgrimage and by being allowed to serve in 
so many countries. Many tourists travel around the 
globe visiting places and cities, but their tours have 
no lasting effect and are soon forgotten. The effect 
of your tou r will be eternal. Its  effect will be seen 
during the ensuing centuries.”

Abdul-Baha mentioned the great love w ith which 
the Persian Bahais had greeted Dr. Moody when 
she arrived in Persia, accompanied by Mr. Sprague, 
saying th a t between Enzeli, on the Caspian Sea, and 
Teheran there were nineteen relay stations and a t 
sixteen of these there were Bahais gathered to  greet 
these W estern Bahais.

Abdul-Baha then asked about Professor Barakatul- 
lah and the work in Japan. When told of the 
labors and service of th a t  believer, he was very 
pleased, and said th a t if the people of Japan  re
sponded to the Teaching theirs would be a blessing 
and production of the greatest good.
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Abdul-Baha sends word to the American believers 
th a t i t  is necessary for some of them to go to Japan 
and there engage in spreading the Cause, saying 
th a t great results would be produced if some of the 
friends were to go to  th a t country to enter into 
trade and business and a t  the same time do spiritual 
work.

The greetings and messages of the many friends 
in the various assemblies visited were given to 
Abdul-Baha and he was pleased. He was very much 
pleased when told of the love, kindness and hospital
ity  of the Bahais in all countries.

Abdul-Baha spoke of the great work done by the 
simple and uneducated Bahais. Through purity  of 
heart many had become so spiritually  enlightened 
th a t their words had had great effect upon the 
minds and hearts of the learned and wise. Some 
of these simple, pure souls had even w ritten books 
Oy dictation.

Abdul-Baha asked regarding the hardships of the 
journey, bu t rvas assured th a t any incidents of th a t 
nature were forgotten and as if they had never 
been. He then asked whether the addresses given in 
the various cities had been prepared or were extem
poraneous. When told they had been the la tte r  he 
said th a t the teacher should always speak from the 
heart, for only words from the heart reach the 
hearts of the hearers and has effect, whereas when 
one speaks not from the heart, the effect of his words 
is but a  passing one. All teaching should be done by 
the Spirit working or speaking through the teacher, 
and should not come from the m entality  of the in 
dividual. One should always use sp iritual methods 
in teaching.

In speaking of spreading the fragrances of the 
Kingdom, Abdul-Baha said: “In  movement there
is life ; in immobility there is death. The traveling 
of the teachers from place to  place, country to coun
try , and from the Occident to the Orient, is one 
of the greatest means for sowing sp iritual seeds in 
the souls of the people.”

In  speaking again of Japan, Abdul-Baha said: 
“Blessed results will appear from the Holy Cause 
established in th a t land. I have sent your letter 
regarding the work in Japan  to Mr. MacKutt* in

•See editorial, page 9.
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New York, th a t he may spread the word for some 
of the American believers to go to Japan, and there 
serve and teach in the Cause. I t  is very good for 
teachers to travel, and, through the love of God, 
give life to the people. American Bahais should go 
to the Oriental countries as teachers.”

A t another time Abdul-Baha said: “Encourage
the Bahais to hasten to India, both men and women 
teachers. In  India, in particular, women teachers 
are needed. Delay no t! Now is the time to travel 
there, and in  Persia, too.”

“Later on, the results of your journey will be 
clearly seen. Praise be to God!—now our meeting 
here in the Land of Desire (the Holy Land) is open 
and easy, while in the past i t  would have been 
most difficult. Some of the friends came long dis
tances and could only see me from a distance. Now 
you m ust go out and serve—you m ust no longer 
stay here.”

The B a h a i  N e w s  wishes to  inform its readers 
th a t Miss L aura Clifford Barney’s dram a, “God’s 
Heroes,” is now out. The publishers are, in U. S. 
A., J. B. Lippincott, Philadelphia; in  Europe, 
Kegan Paul, London. This play, as i t  deals with 
the early history of the Cause and the heroic influ
ence of Q urratul ’Ain, will be, we are sure, of 
interest to  all. The proceeds of the sale of this 
book will go to  the M ashrak-el-Azkar’s fund and 
towards helping to s ta r t a  school for girls in 
Teheran, Persia.

Our Persian section th is month contains: A Tab
let to  the New York Spiritual Assembly, received 
A ugust 13, .1909; an article on College Education 
of Women in Europe and America, and urging the 
friends in Persia and other countries of the E ast 
to open schools for g ir ls ; mention is made of the 
newspaper and magazine articles on the Bahai 
Revelation, published in the W est during the present 
year: (1) May 27, Journal of the Royal Society of
A r ts ; (2) June 4, London Spectator; (3) Ju ly  3, 
New York Tim es; (4) Ju ly  31, Baltimore Ameri
can; (5) August 1, Baltimore News; (6) August 5, 
Washington P ost; (7) August 16, W ashington Her
ald. Mention is also made of Prof. B arakatullah in 
Tokyo, Japan, and his monthly magazine, The 
Islamic Fraternity.
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2

Word has been received th a t Abdul-Baha is in 
E g y p t _________

Two m atters of importance are presented to the 
Bahai W orld through this issue of the B a h a i  N e w s . 
One is the necessity of raising approximately $3,000 
before January  1, 1911, to meet the payment due 
a t  th a t time upon the land for the Mashrak-el-
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Azkar in America; the - other is the necessity of 
teachers arising to go to India, Persia and Japan. 
Concerning the first m atter, moneys should be sent 
to  the Financial Secretary of the Bahai Temple 
Unity, Mrs. Corinne True, 5338 Ivenmore Ave., 
Chicago, 111., as early as possible; concerning the 
la tter, Mr. Howard M aeNutt, 935 E astern Parkway. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., will answer any inquiries and 
accept suggestions from or arrange plans w ith those 
who feel they can undertake this service in the 
Cause, in accord w ith the wishes of Abdul-Baha 
as expressed in the following Tablet:
To Ms honor, 

EI-Abiia .
Mr. MacNutl— Upon him 

h e  is  god 1

be B ajia-’o-’llah

o thou herald of the True One!
His honor, Mr. Remey, is traveling in India and has cre

ated wonderful interest among the people. Truly I say, in 
these days, India is awakened to a greater receptive capacity. 
The le tter of Mr. Remey is enclosed. Consider how India has 
a ttained to receptivity. If  several teachers from America 
travel to those parts i t  is certain th a t the Lights of the 
Kingdom shall illumine th a t region and many souls will be 
raised from among the Hindus and become the Army of 
Heaven, and through the power of the Word of God and the 
outpouring of the cloud of the Love of God. they will make 
India a rose-garden. Encourage and urge a few souls to take 
a trip  to India so th a t they may fully realize th a t the doors 
of the Kingdom are opened, behold the uninterrupted con
firmations of His Highness B ahaj,o-,llajij and unfurl a banner 
waving forever and ever w ith the breezes of Divine Confirma
tion and Assistance. Give this m atter your most earnest con
sideration, for i t  is the most im portant problem of all prob
lems concerning the Cause. We have also w ritten to Persia 
to send a teacher to th a t country, but if several souls go 
from America i t  will have greater influence and weight and 
far-reaching results will become apparent and manifest.

Upon thee be the Glory of the Most Glorious!
(Sin '3d) Abdul-Baha Ab ba s .

(Translated by Mirza Alimad Sohrab, May 17, 1910.)
If you feel the “call” of the S pirit to serve either or 
both of these needs in the Vineyard of E1-Abh a , 
we would suggest you respond a t  once. “Delay 
n o t!” Through quick decision and action i t  may be 
possible to send a representative to the Congress of 
Religions to  be held in  C alcutta in January  as sug
gested by the following extract from a le tter recent
ly received by Mr. Clias. Mason Remey:

The Bahai Assembly of Rangoon has ju s t received a letter 
from the House of Spirituality in Chicago, U. S. A., to the 
effect th a t no American can be sent as a Bahai delegate a t the 
Conference of Religions to be held in Calcutta in January next. 
As the meeting in th is conference will be solely conducted in 
English. I ask your leave to suggest th a t the presence of an 
American or a European Bahai in this Assembly would be ex-
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tremely beneficial to the Cause. Among us in this country— 
as you have seen yourself— there is none who can do this task 
so well as a brother of us from the West. However, as i t  is 
not yet too late, I hope you w ill see your way to help us in 
this m atter. * * * We people in the Bast are accustomed
to view such events as full of mysterious significances; and my 
personal notion is th a t the occurrence of such incidents in tiiis 
age is meant by Providence for the widespread of the Message.

Syed Janab Al i.

The editors desire to  express their deep apprecia
tion of the hearty  manner in which the friends are 
co-operating w ith them, uniting  their forces in an 
effort to make the B a h a i  N e w s  a w orthy servant 
in the glorious Cause. I t  is entirely a labor of 
love, all serving for the joy of so doing, the money 
received being used only to meet the necessary ex
penses of publication and mailing. By adding the 
Persian section, its field of service is. widened, and 
we hope, in time, if God wills, th a t both sections 
may be enlarged, thus perm itting us to utilize more 
of the valuable m aterial on hand for publication.

Three thousand copies of a forty-page booklet, 
printed in Persian by the B a h a i  N e w s  S e r v ic e , per
taining to the Mashrak-el-Azkar project in America 
up to and including the Convention of 1910, has 
been mailed throughout Persia, Russia, India and 
Egypt, during the past month. The m anuscript 
was compiled and w ritten by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab 
and the cover designed by Charles Mason Remey, 
while the cost of its production was donated by 
three of the American friends.

THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR.
“ The greatest affair and the most im portant m atter today 

is to establish a Mashrak-el-Azkar and to found a Temple 
from whieli the voices of praise may rise to the Kingdom 
o f the Majestic God.” — Abdul-Baha Ab ba s .

The real purpose for the construction of a m a
teria l structure, called the Mashrak-el-Azkar, has 
not been clear to all. Abdul-Baha tells us to exert 
every energy to build the m aterial structure—“thus 
may the outward represent the inward and the 
form or le tter express the reality  or meaning.” He 
teaches th a t no soul is formed separate from a 
body—hand in hand they come forth. As the great 
Mashrak-el-Azkar work develops, the effect upon 
the world, Abdul-Baha explains, is like the entrance 
of the sp irit into man. We m ust build this great 
Body so th a t the A b h a  Spirit may pervade the
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world—like the soul does the body—and have a 
throne upon which to be seated.

More zeal and earnest effort will be necessary 
from now on if we are to be obedient servants to 
Abdul-Baha, for i t  is his wish th a t we should meet 
the payments on the land as they come due. Not less 
than  $3,000 m ust be raised before January  1st, as 
the following will show:

On hand a t the la s t convention...............$5,709.46
Receipts since th e n ........................................ 2,910.29

Total ................................................................... $8,619.75
Disbursements ................................................  6,103.97

Amount now in banli.....................................$2,515.78

We have $375 interest to pay December 24, 1910, 
and $5,150 to pay January  1, 1911.

America has been magnificently aided and 
strengthened by liberal contributions from the Ori
ent. Shall we let these deeds of generosity end in 
failure and our glorions Mashrak-el-Azkar work 
flicker out like a  taper for lack of real, earnest, 
zealous work ? I t  will be built, Abdul-Baha says, 
bu t i t  is our privilege to  be the builders, or we may 
slumber and others come in and do this noble work 
of God.

Co r in n e  T r u e ,
Financial Secretary Bahai Temyle Unity.

NEWS NOTES.
Mr. and Mrs. B rittingham  recently spent four days w ith the 

friends in Baltimore.
Mr. T. C. Rice-Wray of Newark, N. J ., is in Los Angeles 

for two or three months.
Mr. Albert H. H all of Minneapolis was with the Chicago As

sembly Sunday, September 25th.
Mr. Percy F . Woodcock and family have returned to New 

York City and are a t their old address, 230 West 97th street.
Mr. Oscar Hinckley of National City, Cal., and formerly of 

Chicago, and Mr. L. K. Scotford of Chicago were in Los Ange
les recently.

We regret to report the severe illness of two of our Chicago 
young people: Mr. Charles Scheffler, who is suffering with
typhoid fever, and Miss A rna True, who is convalescing after an 
operation for appendicitis.

Mr. D. D. Babcock of Bremerton, Wash., reports th a t the 
fund for sending a teacher to Teheran, Persia, is now complete, 
a prompt and generous response having been received to his cir
cular le tter addressed to the friends.
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ABDUL-BAHA IN  EGYPT.
First of a series of special news item s pertaining to  

the tour of Abdul-Baha.
Portion of a le tte r from Mr. Sydney Sprague to Mrs. Isabella 

D. Brittingham.
Mount Carmel, A ugust 29, 1910.

Dear Sister in the Holy Cause:—I have a very big 
piece of news to  tell you. Abdul-Baha has left this 
Holy Spot for the first time in forty-two years, and 
has gone to Egypt. Think of the vast significance 
and importance of this s tep ! By i t  many prophecies 
of the sacred Scriptures are fulfilled. The Light and 
Life of Acea has departed and we feel as though we 
were now left in  obscurity while Egypt is illumined, 
and th a t ancient country which has seen the prophets 
Joseph and Moses and even the infant C hrist is now 
to see the Consummation of a ll the prophets. W ill 
i t  appreciate and realize th is Bounty? Everyone was 
astounded to hear of Abdul-Baha’s departure, for no 
one knew un til the very last minute th a t he had any 
idea of leaving. The afternoon of the day he left, he 
came to  M irza Assad U llah’s home to see us and sat 
w ith us awhile beside a new well th a t has ju s t been 
finished and said th a t he had come to taste  the water. 
We did no t realize th a t i t  was a  good-bye visit. Then 
he took a carriage and went up the hill to the Holy 
Tomb (of the B ab). That night, as usual, the be
lievers gathered before the house of Abdul-Baha to 
receive th a t blessing, which every day is ours, of be
ing in his presence, but we waited in vain, for one of 
the sons-in-law came and told us th a t  Abdul-Baha 
had taken the Khedivial steamer for P o rt Said. We 
could hardly  believe i t  was true, so g rea t was this 
news. Think how happy we m ust be th a t  after forty- 
two years in th is cage, the Divine Bird has spread 
His wings and in perfect freedom flown away.

S p e c ia l .—Word has been received from P o rt Said 
th a t Abdul-Baha has sailed from th a t port on a 
steamer for an unknown destination.
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ABOUND THE WOELD W ITH MESSES.
EEM EY AND STKDVEN.

F ifth  of ft Series of Articles under this Heading.
SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

W ritten  shortly after the interviews w ith  Abdul- 
Baha, from notes taken at the time, by Charles Mason 
Bemey, while in Haifa, Syria, May, 1910.

Question—Many of the American believers desire to  
worship daily in accordance will] the Teachings. W hat 
prayers should they use daily ? No instruction has 
yet been revealed for them regarding' daily worship.

Ansioer-—L ater on I will give instructions.
Q.—Was B a iia ’o’ix a i i  of the seed of Jesse?
A .—Yes. He wras the n in th  generation in succes

sion from Jesse, bu t th is was not the Jesse of the 
Bible.

Q.—W hat is the Command regarding the giving of 
tithes: Is it  19% of the increase of one’s capital, or 
is it the one-nineteenth part of one’s income ?

A.—I t  should be the one-nineteenth p art of one’s 
income. This tithe  giving is a blessed privilege. 
Among mankind money is the greatest thing. This 
giving will confirm the people. W ith this money 
many g reat works will be done. In  Hamadan in 
Persia, the Jewish believers raised much money in 
this way. A t first I did not accept this money, but 
later on I  directed th a t i t  should be used in their 
own town for the Bahai school. This giving was a 
g reat sp iritual blessing to those believers. Everyone 
knows how the Jews love money.

Q.— Is tne calendar as revealed by the Bab to be 
used in  this Dispensation ?

A .—Y es; but la ter on modifications will be made.
Q.— From w hat year does tne era of the New Dis

pensation date—from the Declaration of the Bab or 
from th a t of B a h a ’o’l l a ii ?

A.—From the Declaration of the Bab, 1260 A. H. 
or 1841 A. D.

0 .—Which day of the week wall the Bahais event
ually observe as a day of rest?

A.—Friday.
Q.—We have been taugh t th a t B a h a ’o’ix a h  was 

the Seventh of a series of great World  (Universal) 
Manifestations of this present cycle, C hrist being the 
sixth, Melchesidec the fifth, while the first four
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were before the compilation of our present world his
tory, and of them we have no records ; th a t their 
teachings were applicable to all mankind under all 
conditions ; while upon the other hand the M anifesta
tions, such as Zoroaster, Abraham, Moses, Moham
med and the Bab were sent each to a certain people, 
bringing teachings which were applicable to  those 
certain conditions and people only, while the teach
ings of the World M anifestations were not limited in 
their application to peoples.. Is this teaching correct ?

A.—Yes, i t  is correct.
In  a subsequent conversation, during ivhich ques

tions were being asked and ansivered, Abdul-Baha 
said :

That B a h a ’o’l l a h  was not a descendant from the 
Prophet Zoroaster.

I n a t  the Anniversary of the martyrdom  of the Bab 
should be observed w ith solemnity by the friends.

That the Anniversary of the Departure of B a h a ’- 
o 'l l a i i  should be observed in like manner, and th a t 
in the night time a meeting of prayer should be held.

That it  would be well for the W estern friends to 
interest themselves in commercial and industrial m at
ters w ith the people of Persia, for Persia and the 
West both need connection one w ith the other.

That, in serving together the believers should always 
avoid those m atters upon which they cannot agree. 
The believers should serve together, the men and 
women working together in harmony. In meetings of 
consultation the m ajority  should rule, bu t it  is far 
preferable th a t there should be such unity  th a t mere 
be no m inority—th a t all should be of one mind.

LETTERS FROM RANGOON AND BOMBAY.

A glimpse of the immediate result of the tour of 
Charles Mason Remey and Howard G. Struven, which 
Abdul-Baha has said w ill have eternal effect and “be 
seen during the ensuing centuries” :

Rangoon, Burma, Aug. 1, 1910.
Mr. Charles Mason Remey.

Dear Brother in the Great Service of El-Baha :— Our foremost 
thought is to heartily  congratulate you on your happy return 
home after a b rillian t conquest of so many kingdoms for the 
Great Kingdom of Balia’. That you have been the instrum ent 
to introduce this Divine Light in numberless dark regions is a 
pleasure in reality  to us. We always feel the sp irit le ft among 
us by your good self and dear brother Mr. Struven, who is 
rightly called by Abdul-Baha, in his Tablet, “ Broclaimer of



4 B A H A I  N E W S

T ru th ,”  and we look w ith  expectant eyes the recurrence of such 
events as often as possible, for they are calculated to leave, 
invariably, happy indelible impressions on the memory.

Another im portant event of which I would like to inform you, 
as the result of the wonderful work your happy sp irit has been 
doing in this region ever since we were blessed w ith your de
lightful presence here, is the opening of a school in Kunjangoon 
village in the suburb of Rangoon for the education of the 
Bahai children of that quarter, by our good Brother Jonah 
Syed M ustafa Sahib. He took great pains in getting a house 
erected in his presence and supplying books and various other 
materials as much as is consistent with our extremely poor fund. 
A t present there a re  71 children— 30 boys and 41 girls. The 
number, however, is swelling very rapidly. We like to connect 
it, if possible, with the Persian-American Bahai Educational 
Society, founded in Persia by Mr. Sydney Sprague, and we 
earnestly hope th a t this Society will arise from its  present 
limited sphere to the station of Universal Alma M ater for the 
Bahai W orld; and the Bahai educational seminaries in all 
regions may come under the direct supervision and parental con
trol of this Society. Kindly pray th a t this cherished hope of 
ours may be accomplished. Wc would welcome with great 
pleasure any suggestion th a t you would be pleased to offer re
garding the methods to be employed or the procedures to be 
adopted for the training of these Bahai children in this school. 
For the time being we have employed a Mulla, who has just 
accepted the Faith  under somewhat mysterious circumstances, 
to teach Burmese and Arabic.

The history of this Mulla is very interesting. He was one 
of the staunchest Mullas prior to when the Message came to 
be delivered in the village of Kunjangoon, in which place, as 
you have seen, the Bahai movement is progressing wonderfully.

This Mulla, immediately after the advent of the Bahai spirit 
in the village, became dumb, and remained so for the la s t three 
years. B ut during the la s t week when our Brother H azrat 
Syed M ustafa had been staying there and looking after the con
struction of the school building, this man in one night while 
he was by himself in his booth in the paddy field, saw a sudden 
glow of Light before himself and a t once, most wonderfully, 
regained his lost power of speech— his first utterance being, 
“ The M anifestation is a true one for i t  has enabled me to 
speak!” and for two or three days continuously was like one 
possessed, delivering talks in the praise of God. He embraced 
the Faith  himself on the spot and induced his father, 70 years 
old, and his grandfather, aged about 90 years, to do the same. 
* * ' * Such is the history of th is Mulla who is now a Bahai
and whom our friend Syed M ustafa chose to teach the children 
there.

The servants of God in this part of the world feel great de
light in extending their Bahai love and greetings to the friends 
of God living in the New World.

The Cause has received a very good encouragement by your 
presence in India, which we hope will be frequently repeated 
by other American teachers as well.

Our dear brother Syed M ustafa is ju s t preparing to leave 
Burma for India, with the view of watering the seeds already 
sown by you and Mr. Struven, and nursing them to bring forth 
healthy fru its to the best of his ability.

W ith Bahai love and greetings, we remain devotedly yours, 
Th b  Bahai A ssem bly  or  R angoon,,

P er  A. 8. Ismaeel.

Bombay, August 19, 1910. 
Miss Gertrude Buikema, Chicago, 111.

My Dear Spiritual S is te r :— You need not be amazed to 
read this le tter. This unity is due to the All-Powerful,
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and this correspondence due to the holy command tha t we 
should correspond in order to spread the holy breezes of
love and unity. This acquaintance of name is due to our 
beloved friend and brother Prof. Charles Mason Remey of 
Washington, D. C.

I am a Hindoo believer in the Most Blessed Cause, by 
the favor of the Almighty, and you will be interested in
knowing th a t we have a society in Bombay where there are 
many Zoroastrian and Mohammedan (Persian as well as 
Indian) believers. There are two Hindoo believers also. 
The president of the society is Aga Mirza Mahram, whose 
name you might have heard.

We had the happy occasion of having the cheerful faces 
of our two brothers, Prof. Charles Mason Remey and Mr. 
Howard C. Struven, in their tour around the  world, and 
hope to have many more as i t  is most needy.

We have another society in Rangoon and Mandalay, while 
we have scattered believers all over India. The cause is
not spread fa r and -wide over India, but Abdul-Baha has 
said th a t Bombay will surely advance and th a t India will 
become a beautiful garden of believers. No doubt the Cause 
is progressing very rapidly all over the world and when 
God thinks i t  fit, India will have her share. I t  is no 
doubt a blessing to us th a t we have a very learned teacher 
like Mirza Mahram, whose very presence is enough to 
breathe sp irit into our nostrils, but it is a misfortune of
India th a t he does not know English and cannot bestir her 
because of his w ant of the power of expression.

My desire is to inform you of many or any im portant or 
praiseworthy events th a t take place here. A Mohammedan 
believer of Punjab, who had recently believed and gone 
to his native place, was opposed and troubled by his parents, 
friends and relatives. At last, having found him firm, they 
asked his s ister to poison him. She did so. He was 
poisoned, but— thanks to the A lm ighty!— he was a t once 
removed to the hospital and is cured. He is the first Indian 
who gave the risk of life.

Give my love and Bahai greetings to all the sisters and 
brothers. I send the love and greetings on behalf of the 
society, too.

I am your spiritual brother in E1-Abh a ,
Narayan Ranguath  Va k il .

THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR.
“ Today all the beloved of God in those parts must endeavor 

th a t the Chicago Mrshrak-el-Azkar be founded and be built 
in the utmost solidity and exquisiteness.” — Abdul-Baha 
A bbas. Translated by Mirza A. K. Khan, Dee. 17, 1908.

The Executive Board of Bahai Temple U nity has 
ju s t held a session in Chicago and finds from reports 
of treasurer and financial secretary th a t more prayer, 
more work, more money, m ust be pu t into the Mash- 
nk-el-A zkar work than  we have been doing. Abdul- 
Baha tells us it  is the greatest and most im portant 
work in the Cause in America today, and yet this 
Board finds itself nearing the time for im portant pay
ments w ith a deficit in the fund unless the friends 
throughout the country arise w ith a tremendous zeal 
and sacrifice and supply the needed money.
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The treasurer reports money in bank' October 1st, 
$3,108.14; interest due in December, $375.00, and a 
note of $5,150.00 to be met January  1, 1911. Thus, in 
two months a t least $2,500 more will be needed.

Abdul-Baha said to  some Chicago p ilgrim s: “The 
most im portant thing now in America is the build
ing of the Mashrak-el-Azikar. You and your friends 
m ust endeavor in this m atter. This building w ill be 
the cause of the confirmation of the believers. It. has 
a  great effect because i t  is the beginning of the foun
dation. A fter centuries it  is not so im portant as i t  is 
now, but now it is very im portant. A t first they build 
the Temple and worship in it  and grow. In  past 
times they could not build it  so outwardly. This 
building will be the cause of Unity and prosperity of 
the Cause.”

When asked by a pilgrim  last year if he w'ould 
come to America, Abdul-Baha replied: “If they build 
the Mashrak-el-Azkar.” Again, when entirely alone 
with him, th is pilgrim asked, “Will you come to 
America ?” His face grew very serious and a great 
m ajesty came upon it. After a  second or two he con
tinued: “If the ground in America is well prepared 
so th a t much work can be done for the Cause.” The 
pilgrim then said to him, the responsibility rested 
upon the believers, and he replied: “The building of 
the Mashrak-el-Azkar will prepare th a t ground.”

The friends will read elsewhere in th is issue a 
description of Abdul-Baha’s sudden departure for 
Egypt. Let America take w arning from this sudden 
departure and exert her utm ost energy lest Abdul- 
Baha come upon us suddenly and “find us sleeping.” 

As one soul in many bodies let the believers of 
America work and pray till the Mashrak-el-Azkar is 
accomplished. All contributions will be received and 
receipted for by the financial secretary, Mrs. Corinne 
True, 5338 Kenmore Ave., Chicago, 111.

Your servants,
T h e  E x e c u t iv e  B oard B a h a i  T e m p l e  U n it y .

Mount fort Mills.
Annie L. Parmcrton.
Bernard M. Jacobsen.
Arthur 8. Agnew.
Corinne True.
William H. Boar.
Josefh F . Fanrun.
Boy 0. IViUidm.
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MARRIAGE OF MR. SYDNEY SPRAGUE AND 
FARAFIANGIZ KHANUM.

E xtrac t from a le tter w ritten  by Mr. Sydney 
Sprague, from Haifa, Syria, Aug. 3, 1910', to  Dr. 
Susan I. Moody, Teheran, P e rs ia :

Now I know you will w ant to hear all about my marriage. 
The first part look place July 20tli, which happened to be the 
feast day of E lijah, the Prophet, and Mt. Carmel was en fete. 
Abdul-Baha, himself, appointed the day so th a t Mr. Cobb could 
be here— he left the next day.

On th a t day all the pilgrims and the Bahais of H aifa gath
ered in the home of Mirza Assad Ullah, and Abdul-Baha was 
present. * * * A wonderful Tablet, which lie had re
vealed especially for our marriage, was chanted, and after the 
special prayers revealed by Baiia-’o-’llaii for such occasions 
were chanted, Abdul-Baha 'gave a long, beautiful talk, dwell
ing on the great sigoiiiciUHe of this union and calling down 
the blessing of God upon it. Then I had the great joy of 
pouring rose water, which I had brought from the garden of 
Kurat-ul-Ayn in Kazvin, on the hands of Abdul-Baha and all 
the guests and of serving them to shereeni (sweets), tea, etc. 
In another place Farali; ng.z was holding a meeting for women. 
These meetings took place a little  before sunset. Four days 
la te r a Mulla came and m arried us according to the' laws of 
Islam, Abdul-Baha also being present. Then th a t same night 
he called Faraliargiz and me to him, and as we knelt before 
him, he took from his hand two rings and gave them to ns, 
anointed our heads w ith oil and sent us forth  hand in hand from 
his presence, uplifted with pure and holy joy. Oh! I am sure 
no wedding was ever more sacred, more pure, more beautiful. 
All of the holy household were present. All of them have shown 
us such love and kindness. Tile G reatest Holy Leaf has given 
me a ring she used to wear a"d she, herself, prepared Fnrn- 
hangiZ 'for the wedding—a thing she has never done before, 
saying th a t Farahangiz was her own daughter. She and the 
holy mother and all sent us beautiful presents. Abdul-Baha 
presented us each with our wedding clothes. Is  it possible 
for any one to be more blest on this earth  than we? Ought 
not this union to be a very happy one and endure throughout 
all eternity as Abdul-Baha said?

There were several pTgrims here from Eschkabnd, Baghdad 
and Kazvin, and I entertained them and the Bahais of Haifa 
a t a dinner, Farahangiz entertaining the women. I forgot to 
say th a t on the day of our wedding Abdul-Baha sent me with 
his sons-in-law and grandchildren to pray a t the Holy Tomb.

Now we are settled a t the home of our parents and are very 
happy. Each day as we grow to know each other better our 
love deepens. I could never have found a more loving, de
voted, beautiful wife either E ast or West. She is willing to 
go anywhere w ith me.

NEWS ITEMS.

A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. A. R. W indust a t 
Chicago. October 3d.

WTe are asked to announce th a t Mrs. F. S. Smith, 3 Church 
Place. North Adams, Mass., will gladly entertain  any visiting 
believers.

Books, magazines, etc., for the Persian-Anwricnn Educational 
Society should be sent as heretofore requested, either direct to 
address given in Rahat Nf.wr No. id , or te  Mrs. C. S. Coles, 
Librarian, 310 The Burlington, Washington, D. C.
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(M on th  o f fa s t in g .)

A letter from M irza Heydar Ali Oskoey of Tabriz, 
Persia, tells of the joy of the friends over the inaugu
ration  of the Persian section of the B a i i a i  N e w s  and 
all eagerly aw ait the arrival of fu ture issues. He 
says it  is read again and again in their meetings, and 
th a t many of their youths can read and speak English 
fluently, therefore the section in English is also a 
great delight to them and they are kept busy trans-
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fating, as the older people wish to know w hat it 
contains.

Our Persian section this issue consists of (1) a 
Tablet revealed for the Hoboken (N. J .)  Assembly in 
1007; (2) an article on Universal Bahai Language 
in its religious, scientific and historical aspects— 
quoting from writings of B a h a ’o’ix a h  and Abdul- 
Balm—concluding w ith a description of the Sixth 
Esperanto W orld Congress held in  W ashington, D. C., 
recently; (3) news of Abdul-Baha’s sojourn in Egypt, 
(4) and of Aga Seyad Assadollah Gomi going to Port 
Said from Acea a t  the wish of Abdul-Baha—to take 
the place of the la te  Seyad Taki Menshadi—through 
whom all letters for Abdul-Baha from the E ast and 
the West are forwarded.

The little  band of fa ithful Bahais composing the 
Seattle, Wash., Assembly has by united and system
atic effort accomplished great results. Because of 
the inspiration it  will be to all, we quote the fol
lowing extract from a letter received recently by 
Mrs. Corinne True from Mrs. Ida A. Finch, Secretary 
of the Seattle Assembly:

“ Thank you, dear sister, for the kind words in regnrcl to 
our Assembly. The foot th a t money conies to you regularly 
is because we have determined, through the help of the Spirit 
of Atiiia, to be stendfast and »elf-sacrificing in the path so 
plainly marked out by Abdul-Br. 1a. We give for the love of 
giving. The reason the amounts are not larger is because 
there have been calls from so many persons in dire need for 
the necessities of life, and we never turn an appeal aside. 
Since January 30, 1910, we have given money according to 
the following sta tem en t:

Mashrak-el-Azkar fund .....................................$260.00
Printing and books.............................................  139.00
Expenses ...............................................................  152.61
Teheran school .................................................... 36.00
Teacher for Teheran and calls outside the

city ..................................................................... 109.35
Philanthropic work in S ea ttle .......................... 123.87

$820.83
We will, however, endeavor more and more for the Mashrok- 
el-Azkar, but you see from the amounts enumerated th a t it 
comes first in our giving.”

“The Oriental Rose— or, the Teachings of Abdul- 
Baha,5’ a book by M ary Hanford Ford, recently pub
lished by the Broadway Publishing Co., 835 Broad
way, New York, is a creditable addition to our Baliai 
literature. The author has caught the sp irit of the 
Subject and depicts i t  w ith an enthusiasm and
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warm th th a t is contagious. I t  gives an excellent h is
toric outline of the Bahai Movement, incorporating 
many incidents in the life of the Bab for which the 
author acknowledges indebtedness to M. Nicolas, sec
retary  of the Persian Legation in Paris, who has 
w ritten a biography of the Bab. I t  is a book every 
Bahai will enjoy reading and can hand to  others to 
interest them in the Cause of BAHA’o’tLAH. The book 
is tastily  bound in cloth; the price is $1.00, postpaid.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
The Fall campaign has commenced in earnest, and with the 

return of the regular a ttendants and a gratifying proportion oí 
inquirers, the meetings are assuming normal proportions. The 
Unity Feast of September 27 was devoted to the discussion of 
plans and the development of enthusiasm in the work of the 
coming season, in the Washington Assembly. Addresses wore 
delivered by Miss Grace E. Griswold, Mrs. Lua M. Getsinger, 
Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Dr. B. H. Egbert, and the w riter. Miss 
Katharine McNeal, who assumes charge of the Studio a t 1219 
Connecticut Avenue for the season, rendered charming musical 
selections, and with appropriate refreshments our Persian broth
ers, who had charge of the feast, concluded a most enjoyable 
evening.

Late advices from the E ast contain the im portant news that 
Abdul-Bahn, in fulfillment of a promise given la st year, is v s it
ing the believers in Cairo. He spent some time in Port S-'id 
eu route. The Glad-tidings seem almost incomprehensible. The 
first thought inspired is th a t America should proceed rap dly 
with the completion of finances for the Mashrak-el-Azkar, that 
we may consistently ask for the blessing of a  v isit to this 
country.

Ih o  Persian colony in Washington has been increased by the 
presence of three young men, brought over by the new Charge 
d ’Affaires, Mirza Ali Kuli Khan. These sons of nobility are 
here for the purpose of obtaining an education along American 
lines, and their coming marks an epoch in history. This is 
another fru it of the Bahai movement:.

Mr. Albert *H. Hall spent several days in the city as a dele
gate to the American Prison Association Convention. His v is 't 
is timely as an inspiration in plans for the Mashrak-el-Azkar 
fund.

The Sunday morning Bible class resumes its  sessions Octo
ber 2.

Mr. Stanwood Cobb, of Massachusetts, is to be in Washington 
this year'.

Mr. Charles Mason Remey returns shortly, and expects to re
main with us for some time.

Miss Louise Shuman and Ardeshir Irani, our friend from 
India, left on September 1 for Kirksville, Mo., where they have 
token up the study of Osteopathy. These devoted and regular 
a ttendants a t our meetings will be missed.

Several of the friends have been seriously ill recently, but all 
are progressing favorably. The recovery of Mrs. R. H. Barnitz 
has been little  short of miraculous. When, on September IS. a 
number of the friends gathered a t her home to join in prayers 
for her welfare, few thought th a t she would recover from a 
serious operation performed on the 19th. But a t the present 
writing her convalescence is most satisfactory. Mr. W. P. 
Ripley is recovering from his illness, and the condition of Mrs. 
Jere. W ilt shows improvement.

The de°th is reported, on September 9th, of John Klaus, the
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grandfather of Messrs. Edward and Howard Struven, a t his late 
residence. Catonsville, Md. H is age was S6. He enjoyed very 
much, even with his feeble and failing sight, the reading of 
such Bahai litera tu re  in German as could be secured.

The Baltimore Assembly has changed the Sunday Bible class 
from afternoons to evenings, and plans an alternation of leaders.

The work in Sumerduck, Va., progresses, and the meeting on 
the fourth Sunday of each month has been adopted permanently. 
At the last meeting, the school house was too small to accommo
date those who came, some driving several miles to hear the 
Glad-tidings. Any of the friends who undertake teaching in the 
smaller and isolated communities will find a gratifying number 
of thoughtful, earnest souls ready to listen.

Jos. H .  H a n n e n .

ASSEMBLIES IN THE OCCIDENT.
Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly represented. 

NO RTH A M ER IC A
B a l t i m o r e , MD.—  Regu la r weekly meet ings Tuesday  evenings at 

629 W e s t  North Avenue , and Sunday evenings  at 516 Broadway. Res i
dence of Secretary,  629 W e s t  North Avenue.

B o s t o n , M a s s .—  Sunday mornings,  at 11 o’clock, in Beckton  Hall,  
200 Hunt ington  Avenue.

B u f f a l o , N. Y . — Meet ings  every Sunday and Th u r sd ay  evening at 
494 Elwood Avenue.

C h i c a g o . Il l s .— R e gula r  weekly  meeting,  Sunday, 11 a. m.,  at Cor
inth ian Hall .  17th floor Masonic Tem ple .  State and Randolph Streets.  
Address of Assembly,  P.  O. Box 283 George Lesch, Secretary.

De n v e r , COLO.— G. Nathaniel  Clark  Secretary,  4141 Xavier Street . 
Ke n o s h a , W'i s .—  Regula r  weekly  ifieeting,  Sunday, 10:30 a. m . ; S un

day school. 9 :30  a.  m.,  at Gronquish Hall . 218 Park  Street .  Address of 
Assembly Fountain Nicholas, Secreta ry,  868 Pa rk  Street .

L o s  An g e l e s , CAL.— F. B. Becke tt ,  Secretary,  429 C iti zens  National 
Bank Eu lding .

Ne w  Y o r k , N. Y —  Regu lar  weekly  meet ing,  Sunday, 11 a.  m.. at 
Genealogical  Hall ,  226 W e s t  58th S t ree t .  Paul  T .  G. Marsha ll ,  Secre
tary.  139 Shipp en Street ,  W eehaw ken  Heights ,  New Jersey.

Se a t t l e , W a s h .— Reg u la r  week ly  meet ing  held at 2916 Beacon 
Avenue, South.

Su m e r d u c k , Va .— Meet ings  on fourth Sundays ; address care Mrs .  
R FI. Duckett .

W a s h i n g t o n , D. C..— R e gu la r  meet ings F r iday  evenings  at 8:15; 
Sunday mornings at 11:15, at  1219 Co n n ec t ic u t  Avenue.  Mail  address 
of Assembly,  P.  O, Box  192. Res idence  of Secretary,  1252 Eighth 
Street,  N. W .

CO N V ERSA TIO N A L, P E R S IA N  T A U G H T  BY 
C O R R E SPO N D EN C E.

T h e  B a h a i  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o l  teach es P e rs ia n  
by sim ple lessons an d  phonograph ic  records. E ach  
pupil receives a ll n ecessa ry  in d iv idual he lp  an d  a t te n 
tion  th ro u g h  a  sy s tem  of w ritte n  lessons an d  c r iti
cism s. No P e rs ia n  w ritte n  c h a ra c te rs  a re  u se d ; the  
E n g lish  le t te rs  only  a re  em ployed an d  p ro n u n c ia tio n s 
expressed  in E n g lish  c h a ra c te rs . M any a re  ta k in g  
a d v a n ta g e  of th is  system , bo th  in E u ro p e  an d  in 
A m erica.

F o r  p a r t ic u la rs  a d d ress  M IR ZA  S. M. R A F F IE , 
S. B., 729 L iv ingston  H a ll. C olum bia U n iversity , New 
Y ork C ity, U. S. A.
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TA B LET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
To the Believers in Systan, Persia.

Upon them be the Glory of God the Most Glorious. 
h e  i s  g od!

0 ye believers of God and freinds of Abdul-Baha!
If ye knew how the heart of Abdul-Baha is soaring 

a t th is moment a t your mentioning and the spirit 
is rejoicing a t your name, undoubtedly you would 
not contain yourselves in this physical temple, 
neither would you have heeded any persecution or 
suffering.

Today the world of existence is moved through 
the Call of the Covenant, and the disjoined members 
of th is earth  have found m utual communication. 
Consider ye th a t the confusion produced thereby can
not be cleared and the forces cannot be brought to 
gether save through the Power of the Testam ent, 
and the darkness of the E ast and the W est can only 
be dispelled through the Sun of the1 Covenant. The 
Divine Covenant is like unto the spiritual Spring
time, which encircles all creation.

Now the greatest te s t for a tree is to have the 
la ten t possibility of fruition, and w ith the appearance 
of the spring they  pu t forth  leaves, branches and 
blossoms, bu t if a tree is barren a t this season it 
will remain deprived and fruitless. Likewise, those 
souls who have been firm in the Covenant of God, 
are detached from all else save God, and are a t 
tracted to the fragrances of God, their faces will 
shine like unto the luminous moon, w ith the Light 
of Assurance. B ut the jealous bats, the people of in 
justice and pride, flew away from the L ight of the 
Covenant and shrank out of sight into the dark dun
geon of hesitation and fear. They have left the 
lamp of the Testam ent and are running in the Sahara 
of discord and are seeking the gloom of worldliness. 
They turned away from the Pure Spring of Life and 
attached themselves to the stagnant pools of super
stition. They left behind the Paradise of A b h a  and 
were contented w ith this nether world.
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They do not search after the Garden of Holiness 
but they wish for the sterile desert of passions and 
selfishness. They passed by the Blessed Tree and 
gathered around the stunted  b itte r plant. They did 
not yearn for the S tar of Guidance, bu t they de
sired the wil’ o’ the wisp of allurements. This is the 
result of the ir exertion in this life. Leave them to 
themselves, pay no heed to their faults, for verily 
they have left the Path  of Guidance and forgotten 
the Road to  Righteousness. Verily, they are a f 
flicted w ith inliarmony and discord and their loss 
will be very great.

Therefore, 0  ye friends of God! enter ye in the 
Rose-garden of Oneness, take ye a share from the 
essence of singleness and spread the Breaths of the 
Morn of Holiness. The Glad-tidings of the Bounty 
of the Blessed Perfection is descending- from the 
Invisible Kingdom, the Sea of Providence is moving 
and the waves of the Mercy of the Almighty are u n 
limited. Endeavor ye as fa r  as ye can, so th a t ye 
may immerse yourselves in th is vast Ocean and soar 
heavenward toward this Exalted Apex.

The greatest of a ll affairs is unity  and harmony, 
the love and affection of heart and soul. The be
lievers of God are the waves of one Sea, the drops 
of one River, the signs of one Kingdom, the stand
ards of one Regiment, the lights of one Orb, the 
Armies of one General, the stars of one Heaven and 
are addressed by pne Covenant. Consequently they 
m ust associate w ith each other like the brilliant 
S tars of Pleiades in one firmament and become the 
letters and words of one Book.

Upon ye be greeting and praise!
(Signed) A bdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

Translated by Muza Ahmad Sohrab especially for Bahai 
News, W asbinston. II. C.. July 21. 1910.

AROUND THE WORLD WTTH MESSRS. REMEY 
AND STRUVEN.

S ix th  of a series of Articles under this Heading.
A SUMMARY— BY MR. REMEY.

Dear F riends:—In these days the unity  of the 
Bahais of the Orient and Occident- is manifesting 
itself in more tangible wavs than  ever before; for 
now the believers in th is country are seeking to ex
press their love for their brothers and sisters on the
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other side of the planet in helpful service, following 
ever in the way of Abdul-Baha.

T hat which is most needed between the E ast and 
the West is sp iritual co-operation. There is as 
much in the E ast for the Occidental as there is in 
the West for the Oriental. These treasures, which 
are of different nature, need to be brought out— 
shown to the world. The Bahai is called to do this.

Since my re tu rn  from the Orient, I  have had 
many letters of inquiry regarding the ways and 
means through which the people in the W est can serve 
those in the E ast, and i t  is in the hope of being 
able to offer some ideas in  th is line th a t I  am 
w riting this general letter.

Our friends of the Orient are rich in  the love and 
unity  of the Cause. We, upon the other hand, are 
full of initiative force and activity. I t  is necessary 
th a t both should combine forces and work together, 
each strengthening the other. In reality, the E ast 
and the W est are very dependent one upon the 
other.

Undoubtedly the traveling of Bahais in  foreign 
countries is one of the most efficient means of 
unity. Abdul-Baha is now calling for those who can, 
to  go to  Japan, Persia, India, and B urm a and to  
other countries. There are comparatively few, how
ever, who are prepared to do th is ; consequently, 
many wish to  know how they can serve while rem ain
ing a t home.

Corresponding is another g reat means through 
which the love of the Kingdom is m anifesting; and 
this is open to  each and all of us. D uring the past 
few years this communication between the E ast 
and the W est has greatly  increased. The women 
of the assemblies of the W est are carrying on a 
systematic correspondence w ith the assemblies of 
the women of the E ast. This is already productive 
of much good and is paving the way for the Western 
women to go out to  the E ast as teachers, nurses and 
physicians, all of which are most needed there.

Of late the attention  of the American friends has 
been drawn to the Bahai educational movement now 
developing in Persia. This is of the most vita l in 
terest to the progress of the Cause and the devel
opment of the Persian people. I t  is a  subject which 
demands our most serious consideration. The Ba
hais in T urkistan, India and Burma, as well as in
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other countries, are also facing the educational 
problem, and they, too, need our assistance.

By assistance, I  mean our co-operation in starting  
these enterprises. There seems to be a slight m is
conception of the kind of “assistance” which our 
E astern friends need in this work. They do not 
need our money to support their institutions. No 
one should for a moment consider our work amongst 
them in the light of a “charity .” The Bahais of the 
E ast represent the most progressive of the people. 
They are prosperous. To be sure, a  year or two 
ago, we heard a great deal of the financial and com
mercial troubles of our people in Persia, bu t th a t 
was during the revolutionary troubles, when the 
whole country was crippled in business ways. Now 
th a t is all passed and the financial outlook there is 
better than  .ever before. Money is needed for carry
ing on any practical work, bu t the point to  bring out 
is th a t the Bahai institu tions of the E ast do not re
quire to be supported by W estern subscriptions and 
contributions. Our energies and funds should be 
so directed as to meet in the most efficient manner 
the needs in question.

The way in which I  feel we can best serve in the 
E a s t is through helping the friends there to inaugu
ra te  and s ta r t needed good works. Our enterprise 
and practicality  of temperament, combined w ith their 
knowledge of the conditions and needs of their own 
people, forms a very practical basis upon which to 
build. The work of Dr. Moody and Mr. Sprague 
in Teheran quite proves this. Surely the founding 
of a girls’ school in Teheran m arks a most im por
ta n t development in the Bahai work in Persia. This 
in stitu tion  which is being established is bu t one of 
the many needed. Once established and running and 
m inistering to the needs of the people, this g irls’ 
school will prosper and not lack for support. A 
timely and needed institu tion  always lives. Our 
policy should be to hold ourselves in readiness to 
give our tim ely co-operation along all of the v ari
ous avenues for service now opening between the 
E ast and the West. The good work done in Teheran 
by our two W estern Bahais there proves th a t the 
actual presence of the sincere W estern Bahai worker 
in an Oriental assembly is productive of more good 
than  could have been accomplished through the ex
penditures of vast sums of money.
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For many years W estern religious enterprises 
have furnished the funds for the maintenance of 
schools in the East, and a good work has thus been 
done, yet the mass of the people has remained in 
ignorance. Now, with our work, this is different. 
Through the light of the Revelation of B a h a ’o’ll a h  
the people of the countries themselves are being 
aroused, and now are desirous of improving their 
own condition. This, you see, is a new and a different 
problem from any of those of the past. I t  is given 
to  us to be allowed to go to these distant friends 
and, in the sp irit of brotherhood, share w ith them 
w hat rve have, and in tu rn  receive abundantly from 
them.

There is no way in which we can better co-operate 
w ith our Oriental friends than  by sending them 
Bahai teachers for the instruction of their children. 
These teachers, men and women, should be qualified 
physicially, m entally and spiritually. Their travel
ing and living expenses should be borne by us. We 
should come together in this work, preparing for all 
of the means, and then placing the m atter before 
Abdul-Baba, th a t he may guide and approve the 
E astern mission of the W estern workers.

Education is bu t one phase of the work before 
us. Medical institutions and commercial and in
dustrial enterprises, carried out upon interdependent 
lines, are to be formed, through which both the E ast 
and the West will be blessed. These enterprises will 
be a great means for the spreading of the fragrances 
of the Kingdom.

D uring our recent v isit to Abdul-Baha, Mr. Stru- 
ven and I spoke w ith him regarding these matters, 
and from the many and varied lessons which he gave 
us, demonstrating the power of combined spiritual 
and m aterial consultation and co-operation, we are 
assured of his sympathy w ith all such movements 
upon the p art of the friends.

Wherever Mr. Struven and I  traveled we found the 
people, both in and out of the Cause, looking toward 
America, ready and anxious to receive and to learn 
from us. Through judicious service upon our part, 
our own people in the E astern lands will be greatly 
assisted, and through them the great masses of hu
m anity about them will be lifted.

The time is a t  hand for us to come together and, 
through consultation, ascertain ways and means by
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which we will be able to accomplish maximum re
sults from the means a t  hand.

Nothing pleases Abdul-Baha more than  when the 
friends, through consultation and unity, inaugurate 
and carry on works of service. I t  is our privilege 
to ask him to guide and confirm us in carrying on 
these works. This he stands ever ready to do.

Faithfully  yours in His service,
Charles Mason  R em ey .

THE PERSIAN -AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL 
SOCIETY.

A photograph of the first th irty  children who are 
being educated in the T arbiat School, in Teheran, 
Persia, by this Society has been received, and is 
here reproduced. The following- list shows the names 
of the beneficiaries, w ith the names of the members 
contributing to  the scholarship of each:
No. N am es OP Ch ild een .

1 Ezzatollah
2 Mohammed Aga
3 Nasrollah Kahn
4 Fazlollah
5 Nasratollah
6 Aga Anayetullah
7 Habibollah
8 Aböl Gasem

9 Nasrollah
10 Mirza Foad
11 Aglia Habib

12 Mirza Ezzatollah

13 Godratollah
14 Abdol Peiman
15 Noruollah

16 Aga Azziz
17 Mirza Mohamad
18 Mebdi Khan
19 Zabi’ollali
20 Aga Fazlollah
21 Aga Jala l

22 Mashallah

23 Aziizollah

24 Abdollah
25 Mirza Mohamad Aga

2G Mirza Noureddin
27 Sayad Amoenollah
28 Aga Jala l Khan

29 Mirza Anayetollah
30 Aga Seysd Ali

Nam es op Contributors.
Mr W illiajn Remey, Washington, D. C.
Madame Bluementhal, Russia.
Mrs. Lesley O’Keefe, Spokane, Wash.
Mr. A rthur D. Mayo, Washington, D.C.
Miss Flora Raymond, Washington, D.C.
Miss Charlotte Segler, New York City.
Miss Jacox, New York City.
Mrs. Claudia S. Coles and Mr. Louis 

G. Gregory, Washington, D. C.
Mr. Joseph Staus, Cincinnati, 0.
Mrs. Agnes Parson, Washington, D. C.
Miss Laura Clifford Barney, Paris, 

France.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Goodale, Ken

osha, Wis.
Miss Emma Smith. Sandusky. Ohio.
Mrs. E. E. Stephens, Sandusky, Ohio.
Mr. Benjamin R. Taylor, Cincinnati, 

Ohio.
Mrs. J. F . Roberts. Brockville, Out.
Miss Mary Lesch, Chicago. 111.
Mrs. Grace Foster, Chicago, 111.
Mr. Lars Johnson, Chicago, 111.
Mr. L. W. Foster, Chicago, 111.
Mrs. Clara E. Frye, Mrs. Louise R. 

Waite, Mrs. Luella Kirchner, Chi
cago, 111.

Miss Gertrude Buikema, Mrs Eva W. 
Russell, Miss P. Casselberry, Chi
cago, 111.

Mrs. Emily Olsen. Mrs. Cecilia M. 
Harrison, Mr. James W. Wood- 
worth, Chicago, 111.

Mr. Louis Ivellar. Chicago. 111.
Mrs. Sophia Schefiier, Mr. Clias. Schef- 

fler, Chicago, 111.
Mrs. Lua Getsinger, Washington, D. C.
Mr. E. H. Abbott. Chicago. 111.
Mrs. Josephine C. DeLagnel, Wash

ington, D. C.
Mrs. May Maxwell, Montreal, Can.
Mrs. Jennie Bonds, Chicago, 111.
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This photograph is of vast importance, represent
ing the first tangible evidence of a world-wide work 
which is tru ly  a demonstration of the Bahai Spirit, 
and which is a ttracting  notice and comment in the 
E ast as well as in W est. I t  is hoped th a t many

who have been aw aiting this practical proof of the 
work started  during the current year, w ill now send 
their subscriptions. The whole cost of scholarship 
is $18.00 annually, and the contributor becomes an 
active member in the Society. Associate member
ships may be subscribed for a t $1.00 annually, the 
la tte r  receipts covering the actual expenses of the
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Society, such as postage, printing, etc. There are 
no salaries paid and no fixed charges.

Since the last report, scholarships have been re
ceived as follow s:
50 W. J. E. Dillabaugb, New York City.
51 Mrs. William IT. Hoar, Fanwood, N. J.
52 Mr. W illiam II. Hoar, Fanwood, N. J.
5-> Miss Marie A. Foote,. Brooklyn. N. Y.
54 Honolulu Baliai Assembly, Honolulu, H. I.
55 Mrs. Louisa E. Ruddiman, Gobleville, Midi.

Address all communications to the Society, 1800 
Belmont Road, W ashington, D. C., or to  Joseph H. 
Hannen. Corresponding Secretary, P. 0 . Box 192, 
"Washington, D. C.

NEWS FROM THE ORIENT.
Epitomized from many long letters recently received by 

.1 lima Ahmad Sokrat).
EGYPT.

P ort S a id .—Abdul-Baha is in Alexandria and en
joying his sojourn in E gypt most heartily. Mirza 
Ahmad Yazdi, ju s t returning from Europe, has re
ceived permission to go to Alexandria and meet him.

PERSIA.
E s p h a ija x .— News of the reorganization of the Oriental- 

Oce.dental Interdependence Association has reached this city, 
and all the friends are waiting to receive the new Constitution 
so as to form a branch society here.

The first copy of the Occidental Messenger* has created great 
happiness among the Bahais. I t  is read in the meetings with 
spiritual joy, and we thank God for this practical bond of 
unity between the E ast and West. The women of tins Assembly 
have organized a Women’s Club and plan to correspond with 
their Bahai sisters in the West regu larly ; they meet once a 
week to study various problems touching home-life and eco
nomics. Two renowned teachers, Seyad J'alal and Mirza H aji 
AgM, who are traveling and teaching throughout Persia, recently 
arrived in the city. The friends arranged extra meetings and 
many people have been attracted  to the Cause.

Mas h a d .— During the past few mouths an Assembly has been 
organized here whose policy is to equip teachers and to send 
them forth in the field to teach. All the friends and members 
of this Assembly of Teaching contribute a certain amount of 
money regularly to defray tlieir expenses w h’le traveling. I t  is 
understood th a t they are not to stay for any length of time 
in one place, and thus there is always one teacher in some 
town. Branch assemblies are organized through this province 
of Khorassan, who keep in touch with each other through 
regular correspondence. Already the central assembly has sent 
forth several teachers to spread the Glad-tidings. Iverblai Reja 
Forougi and Abdol Hossein Samaudar came from Eshkabad, 
Russia, and by their presence and talks many hearts were 
awakened. The Occidental Hfcssenger lias been received, and is 
awakening great in terest among the friends throughout the 
province of Khorassan.

■*Tlie Persian section o f No. 8 issue of the B ahai Ne w s .
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Ra s h t .— Mirza Samandar, one of the recognized teachers of 
the Cause in Persia, is a t present in R asht and is teaching day 
and night. The m aid-servant of God, Olovy.ia Khanom from 
Mazandran, has also arrived here by the wish of Abdul-Baha 
and is teaching the women in their gatherings. Many regular 
meetings of the Assembly, conducted during the week, are well 
attended and spiritual. The Occidental Messenger has appeared 
in this city and its contents make us realize the power and 
greatness of the Cause of Bah a 'ojllah .

Shai-irood.—Th e Occidental Messenger has been received by 
the Bahais here and they thank God for this wonderful miracle 
performed to actually cement the E ast and West w ith the 
bond of good-will, peace, m utual helpfulness and co-operation. 
We desire to know by w hat manner or means we can assist 
in establishing a firm commercial foundation between the friends 
of the Occident and the Orient, w hat kinds of goods and 
manufactures can be shipped from America to Persia, and 
through w hat channel we can send money direct.

Tahkiz.— The number of believers in this city has visibly 
increased during the past year. There are four organized as
semblies all working together— each assembly holding one meet
ing in the week, which all the friends attend in order to meet, 
teach and read the holy Words. We have a general Board of 
Consultation as well as branches for i t  established in sur
rounding towns and villages. In  many places a house has 
been erected which is used as a Mashrak-el-Azkar, where the 
friends congregate to worship ; but these buildings are tem
porary structures and not built according to the accepted plan 
intended for a permanent Mashrak-el-Azkar. The Oriental 
Messenger has been received and all the friends are overjoyed 
w ith its contents. Many of our young men are studying Eng
lish a t the American school here.

Teheran— Two Bahai teachers, Mirza Assadullah Fazel and 
Aga Seyad Abdul Hossein, were lately taken prisoners in the 
city of Najaf, their property confiscated and their Tablets 
appropriated ; then a false Tablet was fabricated together with 
other false articles and an endeavor made to show th a t the 
Bahais were trying to make trouble between Turkey and 
Persia. The Turkish authorities investigated the m atter, and 
finding no tru th  whatever in all the false accusations, set the 
teachers free and stopped the publication of the newspapers in 
which the libelous articles appeared. The members of the 
Téhéran Assembly some time ago discussed the advisability 
of starting  a Bahai newspaper, but not wishing to arouse the 
antagonism of the ill-wishers, decided to abandon the project 
for the tim e being. Now, all are glad and happy th a t the 
Occidental Messenger has appearéd from the “ Land of the 
Free.”

RUSSIA.
Merv.-—'Regular meetings are held in this city and all are 

well attended by the Persian Bahais, who are spreading the 
Message with zeal. The hearts are gladdened through reading 
the first issue of the Occidental Messenger, and the friends 
anxiously aw ait the arrival of future issues.

Sam arkand .— God be praised ! We are supremely happy to 
have lived in this day to see with our own eyes the actual 
realization of unity between the East and the West embodied 
in the appearance of the Occidental Messenger. The distance 
between Chicago and Samarkand, Asia and America are thou
sands of miles, and yet the mighty Words of Bai-ia-’o-’llah  have 
united the two continents. We hope th a t this publication will 
continue to shed its  light upon the world for all the years to 
come. Lately, a Spiritual Assembly was organized here. A 
school for both boys and girls has also been started, and Mirza 
Mohamad Sabet has come to instruct them. We have applied 
to the Russian government for permission to buy land on which 
to build a Mashrak-el-Azkar. although a t present we have a 
fine house where we hold our weekly meetings and where the 
school is conducted. God willing, i t  w ill be started  soon.
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L etters from the E ast, received during the past 
month, indicate th a t the inauguration of the Persian 
section of the B a i-i a i  N e w s  has “taken the Orient 
by storm ”—to use the expression of its editor, Mirza 
Ahmad Sohrab.

Many people in the E ast are astonished and the 
friends are surprised to  see and read the open, un 
compromising stand th a t has been taken in proclaim
ing the Teachings of B a i i a ’o ’l l a h  and Abdul-Baha; 
especially in the in itial copy (No. 8), in which the 
editor comes out squarely w ith nine articles of policy, 
stating  th a t the publication would stand for the 
Bahai Cause, spread its teachings, uphold its doc
trines and champion this Universal Movement.

Seyad Assadullah w rites from P o rt Said th a t Ab
dul-Baha requested one of the friends to  read the 
la test copy before a  large gathering of the Bahais 
there, and all the time it  was being read, he was 
smiling and commenting upon it. In  a recent Tablet 
received by M irza Ahmad Sohrab, Abdul-Baha says: 
“Truly, I  say, in th is publication you have w ritten 
instructive articles. May God assist and confirm 
you! Unquestionably, confirmations shall descend 
upon the workers of this paper!”

From Teheran, Esphahan, Tabriz, E ash t and Ma- 
shad, P e rs ia ; Eshleabad, Shahrood, Kongand, and 
Samarkand, Eussia, and P o rt Said, Egypt, comes the 
word th a t the B a h a i  N e w s  is having great effect, 
and the friends hold out glorious promises for i t  for 
the future.
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Because of lack of space we cannot publish these 
interesting and inspiring letters, bu t the following 
from Esphahan expresses the sp irit of them all:
To the Editor of the Occidental Messenger :*

A s ta r shone forth  from, the W est and became the sun of 
the heaven of Truth in the East. The Bahai New s, No. 8, 
which was adorned w ith the Persian section, was received this 
week. In  tru th , we m ust congratulate the assembly of human
kind and rejoice greatly for the appearance of this luminous 
s ta r in the heaven of literature. For i t  is the first s ta r which 
has appeared from the clear horizon of the Bahai Cause for 
the education of the children of men and the progress and 
advancement of the majestic ideals of life and the spread of 
the teachings of God. I t  is hoped th a t the Occidental Mes
senger may establish a strong tie  of union and harmony between 
the various Eastern and Western Bahai Assemblies, may con
solidate the pillars of' peace and concord among the children 
of humankind, and become the most efficient instrum ent for 
the promulgation of the Word. If  we consider w ith a clear 
eye and ponder with deep insight, the power and grandeur of 
the Religion of Baha-’o’llah  will become clearer than the 
sunlight, and one can realize how the influence of the ethical 
and spiritual teachings of this Cause have perfumed the East 
and the West. I t  has become evident to wise men th a t the 
union of the world of man. which is the hope of all the children 
of God, can never be established except through the Religion 
o f  Baha-’o'llah . Therefore, those who have a ttained to the 
highest station of knowledge and understanding know th a t the 
spread of this Religion is the first step for the salvation of 
humanity and the best means for the attainm ent of success and 
prosperity. For this reason the friends with soulful enthusi
asm and with all the spiritual and m aterial means a t their 
hands are continually serving the Cause so th a t this Beloved of 
Hope may unveil her countenance in the assemblage o f  man.

The ruthless laws of the “ survival of the fittest” and the 
“ struggle for existence,” — which are apparently the unchange
able policies of the human world— unless they are founded upon 
spiritual laws derived from the Religion of God, will become 
the deadliest instrum ents for the suffering, unrest and inequali
ties  between the children of men. For this “ survival of the 
fittest” and “ struggle for existence” in former ages, have 
caused untold havoc and destruction to the people; nay. rather, 
in this Age, which is the period of progress and civilization, 
those very merciless laws are well rooted in the structures of 
the civilized world and have taken unto themselves aspects 
of barbarism and w arfare, and created problems of capital 
and labor, national and racial prejudices; so much so tha t 
thousands of men and w men have given up their lives hope
lessly, and have put an e..d to - their existence by inflicting upon 
themselves.cowardly acts, such as suicide, etc.

Therefore, the so-called civilization and enlightenment of 
today falls short of the divine perfections and true humanity, 
and in order to a tta in  to this high goal i t  is necessary tha t 
man make great progress in the reformation of the moral world 
and the progress of the spiritual element in his being. To 
a tta in  to this station is impossible except through the teach
ings of the Religion of Abh a . I t  is the Divine Instructions 
th a t unify the families of men, and the behests of Abdul-Baha 
th a t ennoble and spiritualize the people of the earth.

Praise be to G od! th a t the Occidental Messenger is the first 
paper which is the standard bearer of the unity of mankind 
and the spreader of the Teachings of Baha ô'll a e  in the world 
of literature. Although outwardly i t  is small and unassuming, 
yet in reality  i t  has accepted a noble and divine responsibility, 
and we hope th a t through the invisible confirmations i t  may

*The title  of the Persian section of the B ahai New s .



12 B A H A I  N E W S

accomplish its  mission in the world with great power and 
influence.

The Bahai Assembly of Esphahan unitedly send their con
gratulations to the Occidental Messenger, and pray in the 
Threshold of God, its  continuance, prosperity and spiritual 
triumph, and we beg of God to reinforce and confirm the 
founders of this palace of unity, so th a t i t  may be established 
on a firm basis and continue to shed its  light through all the 
coming ages. We expect, likewise, th a t through the effort and 
assistance of the Bahais, in the East, i t  may increase the 
circle of its  power and circulation, and in the service of human
kind win the palm of precedence.

We will send every month the news of the Cause in Esphahan, 
through the agency of the Occidental Messenger.

Th e  Spiritual B ahai A ssembly of E sp h a h a n .
The opening sentence of the le tter above quoted 

has suggested the new title  of our Persian section: 
Napne B ahktar  (S tar of the W est), which has been 
changed, w ith th is issue, from Payam Bare B aktar  
(Occidental Messenger), a t  the wish of Abdul-Baha, 
who gives the following reason therefor:

“In regard to  the title  Payam Bare B aktar  in con
nection w ith the N e w s , some have read it  and thought 
i t  means the Peygam bar (i. e., the Prophet) of the 
W est—Peygam bar being one of the titles of Moham
med, meaning Messenger or Prophet. This m ay be
come the cause of opposition among the outsiders. 
If  i t  is possible and you deem i t  advisable, change 
the title  * if * in any way you th ink best.”

This issue of the Star of the W est contains (1) 
a Tablet to  the Fairhope, Ala., Assembly, received 
in 1900; (2) an article on Universal Bahai Peace, 
w ith quotations from the leading thinkers of Europe 
and America against war, statistics of the cost of the 
armies and navies of the nations, and quotations 
from the Words of B a b a ’o ’l l a i i  in regard to Uni
versal Peace and its establishm ent; (3) notice of
and reason for changing the name of th is section 
from Occidental Messenger to S tar of the W est; (4) 
news of the sojourn of Abdul-Baha in A lexandria; 
(5) acknowledgment of the many letters received 
in regard to the appearance of th is publication in 
the E ast, and the appreciation of the Editors for 
the many good wishes and kind words of their 
Oriental brothers and sisters.

NEWS NOTES.
Mrs. Charlotte Rosenhauer, of Bangor, Mich., visited with 

the Kenosha, W is., Assembly for several weeks, she being one 
of the first- believers of th a t Assembly.

During the past month a t Chicago, Mrs. Ivupferle and Mrs. 
Carolyn D. May departed from the world. Both of these 
devoted souls will be remembered by the friends for their 
hospitality.
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN  AMERICA. 
E xtrac t from a letter from the Bahai maid-servants 

of Yazd, Persia, to  their sisters in America:
The believers of Yazd send their love to the Bahais of 

America and submit to them the following p e titio n :
F irst, we supplicate from our beloved Abdul-Baha th a t all 

of you may remain firm and united under the shade of the Tree 
o’f  the Covenant; th a t ye may become confirmed and assisted in 
laying the foundation and raising the .structure of the Mashrak- 
el-Azkar. You must not become disheartened and discouraged 
on account of delays and the lack of ample means. Think and 
ponder over the building of the Temple in Jerusalem. This is 
a great service and most significant foundation. The sim ilarity 
of a great work is like unto a great stone th a t cannot be raised 
w ithout much pain and endurance. The invisible confirmations 
w ith all strength and power will be and is your support. W hat 
prosperity and w hat glory is greater than this ? For you have 
become the recipient of the greatest bounty and the object of the 
most wonderful favor. We entreat from our Lord to confirm 
you in the accomplishment of this House of God.

The following supplication was received in the month of Ola 
(F as t) . Nine days more are le ft in the month of Fasting. 
God willing, wTe will chant this prayer for your sp iritual suc
cess :

“ 0 God, my aim, my hope! With hearts full of longing and 
breasts full of yearning, we beg of Thee .and we supplicate at 
the threshold of Thy Might to raiise the foundation of the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago in the most speedy manner. Make 
its basis firm and its structure enduring, suffer its pillars to 
remain unshakable and make Us columns of the steel and iron 
of firmness. Glorify its servants, beautify the characters and 
make the worshipers beloved. Suffer its nightingales to sing, 
‘Ya Baha-cl-A&iiJi.!’ and its parrots to warble the praises of 
our Lord, the Most Supreme. Make its men the standards 
unfolded, on the mountains of the world, and its women the 
sanctified angels of the tabernacle of the world!”

The Treasurer's books, October 1st, showed a bal
ance of $3,108.14, since which tim e the receipts have 
been $516.80, showing a balance, November 1st, of 
$3,624.04—thus making it  necessary to raise $1,900.06 
before January  1, 1911.

Co r i i w e  T r u e ,
Financial Secretary Bahai Temple Unity.

NEWS ITEMS.
Interesting articles, in answer to questions pertaining to the 

Bahai Faith , appeared in The Weekly Scotsman, Edinburg, Scot
land, October 8th and 15th.

Regular meetings of the Ithaca, N. Y., Assembly have been 
inaugurated. The first meeting was held Friday evening, 
October 21st, a t the residence of Dr. W. E. House.

The Philadelphia, Pa., Assembly bas been greatly favored by 
receiving a v isit from Mr. Howard Struven, who traveled 
around the “world with Mr. Remey. He came on Sunday,
October 16th. In  the evening, the nineteen-day F east was held 
a t the home of Mrs. Mary J. Revell, 1429 Mayfield Street, 
which was beautiful, a fter which Mr. Struven gave us an in 
teresting address, telling us about his travels and wonderful 
v isit w ith Abdul-Baha. We wish, as an Assembly, to express 
our sincere thanks to him and hope, God willing, he will visit 
us very soon again. His v isit was very greatly appreciated 
by all present. J. E. B.
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NEWS PROM GERMANY.
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.

Through Monsieur Dreyfus, to the friends and maid-servants of 
God, S tu ttgart, G erm any:

Upon them  be the glory of El-Abha!
XIE IS  GOD!

0  sons and daughters of the Kingdom !
Your le tte r which was w ritten  on the Day of 

Naurooz in the assembly of the friends, has arrived. 
I ts  contents told of spiritual happenings and feelings 
of a ttraction . Its  reading brought me the utm ost 
happiness, for—Praise be to  God!—in Germany, the 
servants and the m aid-servants of the Rahman have 
adorned a  gathering of friendship and love in the 
Day of Naurooz, have perfumed their nostrils with 
the vivifying breezes of the divine garden, and have 
been mentioning the King of the Kingdom and the 
Lord of Hosts.

Therefore, Abdul-Baha has been praying and sup
plicating to the Word of God th a t  these servants and 
m aid-servants of the Rahman may day by day be
come more brilliant and make greater progress, pene
tra te  the m ysteries of the Kingdom, become the cause 
of the diffusing of the principles of human unity, 
call every one to the Shade of the Tent of harmony 
and instruction of mankind, become the cause of en
lightenm ent of these regions, make the hearts filled 
w ith the love of the bountiful Beloved ,and a ttra c t 
the people to the divine Kingdom, so th a t during the 
coming year they may make still greater progress.

The flowers which were inside of your le tte r were 
exceedingly sweet, delicate and perfumed; it  told of 
the sweetness of your countenances and characters. 

Upon you all be the glory of God.
(Signed) A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

LETTERS FROM STUTTGART.
To the dear friends in A m erica:

Our assembly remembers with love all the friends, especially 
those iu America, to whom we owe such boundless thanks for 
sending to us a teacher, who with great love and patience led 
us to the True Path. Through our beloved Miss Ivnoblock and 
through the Ba h a i Ne w s  we know that, also, in America 
teachers are necessary, yet, nevertheless, a teacher decided to 
acquaint her old Fatherland with the joyous Message. The 
Lord be thanked, therefore, a thousand tim es!

Our constant prayer is th a t we may become more and more 
worthy of our Great Teachers, B ai-ia jo ' llai-i  and Abdul-Baha. 
We, therefore, beseech the friends to support us in this our 
prayer as we also remember them in our prayers. * * *

W ith the inmost Bahai greeting, we are yours sincerely,
M. SCHWEIZER.
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To the Editors of the Bahai New s :
The believers wish me to extend hearty  thanks for the 

highly appreciated Bahai New s, which is always translated 
into the German, bringing welcome breezes from the Kingdom 
of Abi-ia . We are greatly indebted to you for the benefits 
received, hearing thereby of the great advancement and prog
ress made in the Cause throughout the world.

Mr. M ountfort Mills, of the New York Assembly, spoke to us 
a t  a social Bahai gathering held Sunday evening, Sept. 11th, 
giving interesting and very helpful notes takes a t Acca. The 
spiritual fragrances from the powerful Words of Abdnl-Baha 
were highly instructive and deeply felt by all. Recognizing the 
importance of co-working in this Most Great Cause, whereby 
the bonds of unity are strengthened, his v isit w ill ever be 
remembered. * * *

We are now sending Bahai litera ture  to different cities and 
towns in Austria, Switzerland and Germany. We pray th a t 
God may bless the seeds th a t have been sown. A. S. K.

ASSEMBLIES IN  THE OCCIDENT.
Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly 

represented.
NORTI-I AMERICA.

Baltim ore , Md .— Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 
a t 629 West North Avenue, and Sunday evenings a t 516 Broad
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue.

Bosto n , Ma s s .— Sunday mornings, a t 11 o’clock, in Beckton 
Hall, 200 Huntington Avenue.

B uffalo , N. Y.— Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even
ing a t 494 Elwood Avenue.

Chicago, I I I . —'Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., a t 
Corinthian Hall. 17th floor Masonic Temple, S tate and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Lesch, 
Secretary.

Cleveland , O.— M eetings: Friday evening a t Dr. Barton-
Peeke’s. the Neff Apartments, corner 36th and Prospect; Wednes
day evening a t Dr. Swingle’s, 2101 Prospect Avenue.

D enver , Colo.— G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street.

I ti-iic a , N. Y.— Regular meeting of assembly, Friday evenings 
a t the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street.

K e n o sh a , W i s .— Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 10:30 
a. m. ; Sunday school. 9 :30 a. m., a t Gronquish H all, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park Street.

Los An g el e s , Ca l .— F. B. Beckett, Secretary, 429 Citizens’ 
National Bank Building.

New  York, N. Y.—Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., 
a t Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey.

Sea ttle , W a s h .— Regular weekly meeting held a t 2916 
Beacon Avenue, South.

S um erd uck , Va.— Meetings on fourth Sundays; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett.

W a s h in g t o n , D. C.— Regular meetings F riday  evenings a t 
S.:15; Sunday mornings a t  11:15, a t  1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre
tary , Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eight Street, N. W.

BRITISH  ISLES.
L ondon, E ng .— Regular meeting o f assembly Friday, 8 :1 5  

p. m., a t 10 Cheniston Gardens, W right’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street.

GERMANY.
Stuttgart , W urtem berg .— Regular meetings of assembly, 

Friday evenings. Kanzlei strasse 24. P. Zuft'enhausen, a t the 
homo of H errn und Frau  F . Schweizer, K arl strasse 26 i.



■T

L -¿JiSsifì ^¿'f>S/j>>u7.,̂ yix ,{~iy c ?

° > p ‘ ̂ ' 0 ' ^

i/i/iÿ ii/n  )^'i/j?j}>/> »j p  9 ' Í í ^ ' ^ íp y^PP^‘--'!''%'- 

^ y ÿ y i P A p ,y,4 ;J,̂ l' 1P f P ^ ü [ ) ^ > ù y y /ÿ j ^

v^y '̂J 44lV(J/íí i 0 >Vyj' ^V ¿^ ^ ^ » J[/c) ̂  f̂ /r̂

■—̂ ’l_lX-J4'Pa_í/ l-j
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
To the Members of the Spiritual Assembly of 

Esphahan, Persia.
Upon them be the Glory of God the Most G lorious!

HE i s  g od!
0 ye illum ined Friends of Abdul-Balm!

Praise be to God, th a t you have organized and 
established a new assembly in the land of Esphahan 
and w ith the utm ost devotion its  members are arising 
to  serve the Blessed Perfection (Ba h a ’o’i x a h  ) .  I  
was pleased to  know, also, th a t you have organized 
a  committee for correspondence w ith all parts  of the 
world, and another committee to  teach the T ruth  to 
the youths. Wonderful confirmation and complete 
assistance is destined for all the members of these 
various committees. This move is identical w ith 
blessing and th is glorious intention is accepted in 
the Threshold of Oneness. I t  is my hope th a t you 
may perform these services in  a befitting m anner; 
th a t  you may become the dawning-places of the 
Bounties of the Infinite; centers of merciful feelings 
and the manifestors of the rays of the Everlasting 
Glory.

I  tru s t  th a t you may make the land of Esphahan 
a salubrious fountain, so th a t the cool w ater of 
knowledge and the flowing river of assurance m ay 
make th a t region the envy of the green garden of 
Paradise. T hat city  was illumined w ith the pres
ence of His Highness, the Bab, a fter he left Shiraz; 
the Word of God was prom ulgated; many blessed 
souls became believers; a  number of them hastened 
tow ard the arena of m artyrdom ; his highness, the 
leader of the righteous ones, the “King of the M ar
ty rs,” and the m aster of the friends, the “Beloved 
of M artyrs,” gave up their lives a t the a lta r  of 
love. H is Highness, Ashraf, and many other m artyrs 
d rank the cup of tria ls  and sacrificed their lives 
w ith the utm ost severance. Therefore, i t  is the hope 
of Abdul-Baha th a t th a t region may become the 
Green Garden and th a t city the delectable Paradise.

Upon ye be the Glory of God!
(Signed) A b d u l-B a h a  A b b a s .

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Nov. 11, 1910, especially 
Jo r the B ahai New s.
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ABDUL-BAHA IN  EGYPT.
Second of a series of special news items pertaining to the 

sojourn of Abdul-Baha in Egypt,
" O U T  O F  E G Y P T  H A V E  I  C A LLED  M I  S O N / -’

To those who are fam iliar w ith the sacred prophe
cies and the history of the Bahai (Glorious) Reve
lation, Abdul - Baha’s “ going down into Egypt,” 
a fte r fo rty  years’ confinement in the Holy Land— 
in  the prison town of Acca, near the foot of Mt. 
Carmel—is an event fraught w ith wonderful and 
tremendous significance; for i t  is, undoubtedly, th a t 
event whereby the W ord of God, as u ttered  by the 
Prophet Hosea (11 :1 ), finds its complete fulfillment 
-—although foreshadowed in the soj'ourn of the infant 
Jesus in  th a t  land nearly two thousand years ago 
(St. M att. 2 :15 ).

I t  is an event th a t  has stirred  the Bahais every
where, for when i t  became known th a t Abdul-Baha 
had departed for th a t ancient country of Joseph, 
there swept over the Bahai world a m ighty sp irit of 
activity. I t  is an event th a t  will, doubtless, soon 
command the serious attention  of the Jewish and 
C hristian worlds (especially those who aw ait the 
coming of the Son “in the glory of his F ather” ), 
as i t  has already commanded the attention  of the 
Mohammedan w orld ; for, a t present, the Egyptian 
newspapers—the most influential in the Mohammedan 
world today—are divided into two cam ps: some
praising Abdul-Baha’s w ork; others try ing  to  stop 
the floodgate of his irresistible influence.

Moamid, a  paper respected by all the Islamic world, 
says: “Although he (Abdul-Baha) has lived the
greater p a rt of his life in  Acca, Syria, yet there 
are  millions of people—in Persia, India, Europe and 
Am erica—who follow him and respect him  to the 
po in t of worship and adoration. Whosoever asso
ciates w ith him, finds him  a m an who has inform a
tion upon all subjects of human in te re s t; his words 
are eloquent and a ttra c t the hearts, and enkindle the 
souls. His teachings 4nd conversation revolve around 
the centre of the greatest of the world’s problem s: 
To remove entirely, religious, racial and patriotic 
prejudices, and lay the foundation of a brotherhood 
and un ity  th a t  w ill la s t throughout the ages and 
eternity .”

Such is the statem ent of the leading newspaper 
printed in  Arabic, while the editor of an influential
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Persian newspaper prin ted  in  Cairo w rites in  a 
personal le tte r th a t he was summoned by Abdul- 
Baha to  his presence, and although a  few weeks 
before, he wrote and published an article against 
the Cause of Ba h a ’o’ix a h , he accepted the inv ita
tion and left Cairo for Alexandria. He m et Abdul- 
Baha and became a  changed man. He went a 
stranger and an avowed antagonist; he returned a 
friend, and w'ill write an article in  favor of the 
Cause. He w rite s: “Indeed, I  was very much bene-
fitted in  meeting Abdul-Baha. The Arabic news
papers are now anxiously w aiting to read my com
ment upon the m atter. You shall read my paper 
No. 20 and believe you will prize i t  very highly. 
There is no doubt th a t  some people w ill slander and 
accuse me of being bought, bu t I  do not care. I  
have seen the T ruth , and. I  w ill w rite the tru th , no 
m atter w hat m ay happen.”

Many others, who have been the enemies of the 
Cause, have gone, either through curiosity or honest 
investigation, to  visit Abdul-Baha—the Servant of 
God and man— and have returned w ith the Glory of 
T ruth  in their faces.

W hat is the key to  th is irresistible sp iritual power 
th a t thus opens the locked doors of the hearts of 
men? Those who are fam iliar w ith his Teachings, 
answer th a t  i t  is his practice of them. He says: 
“Be ye kind  to the human world and he ye com
passionate to the race of man. Deal w ith  the 
stranger as you deal w ith  the friends. B e ye gentle 
toward the outsiders as you are toward the beloved 
ones. Know ye the enemy as the friend. Look upon 
the satan as upon the angel and receive the un just 
w ith  the u tm ost love like unto a fa ith fu l one.”

Truly, as of old, great miracles are transpiring  
on the banks of the river Nile, in the ancient land 
of the Pharoahs!

NEW S PROM THE ORIENT.
EGYPT.

Epitomized from many long letters recently received by 
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab.

P ort Said .—News of the progress of the Cause in 
Persia, India, Turkey, A rabia and the West, is re
ceived weekly and forwarded to  Abdul-Baha in Alex
andria. P ilgrim s arriving from various parts  of the 
world go to Alexandria. Thus, for the present, the 
eyes of all the Bahais are turned tow ard th a t  city, 
seeking enlightenment, wisdom and divine love.
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Caiho.— The friends here are looking forward to a v isit from 
Abdul-Baha, and find i t  difficult to be patient until he arrives.

Mirza Hossein Ronhy has established a school in th is  city 
for boys and girls, giving i t  the name of Abbasieh.

INDIA.
B ombay.— The friends in Bombay congratulate the  friends 

of the West who have issued the Bahai New s and Occidental 
Messenger, and we pray for its  success. Already th ir ty  have 
subscribed for it, apd we hope to enlist many more.

Rangoon.— The Cause is progressing wonderfully in this 
region, and our Mashrak-el-Azliar is filled almost every night 
with an enquiring crowd from various quarters. Seyed M ustafa 
visited Shevebo, a d istric t of Upper Burma, where he deliv
ered the “ Great Message.” The mullahs fronted him with 
opposition which resulted in creating a big gathering and 
many were greatly attracted.

PERSIA.
E sp h a h a n .— The problem of national education is taking 

hold of the minds of the people here and they are eager to 
establish graded schools based upon Western methods. Mirza 
Anayetullak Sohrab (a cousin of Mirza Ahmad Sohrab), who 
graduated from the American college a t Teheran la s t spring, 
has accepted a call from Abade, a city where hundreds of 
Bahais reside, to found a school for their children. Now, he is 
on his way to take up this im portant work, and we tru s t 
the Persian-American Educational Society will do everything 
in its  power to help in th is  noble undertaking.

Gazvin .— The th ird  issue of the Occidental Messenger has 
been received. I t  was read a t the general meeting and its  con
tents uplifted the souls into the heaven of joy because of 
th is g reat bond of unity  and evident miracle of the Word of 
Bah a-’o-’l l a h .

During the past year a school for girls has been organized 
by the believers and a t present thirty-five attend. They 
study Persian, Arabic, w riting, embroidery, and other house
hold arts. For some time the school of Tavakkal for boys 
has been established. Now, we are anxious to have the service 
of an American teacher, hoping th a t  he may not only tra in  
the boys, but may assist us in establishing a channel for 
uninterrupted commercial co-operation between Persia and 
America.

Mash a d .— The friends here, more than ever, are arising for 
service in the Cause. From all parts of this province, assem
blies are asking for teachers, and we are equipping those who 
are capable, to  go forth  and spread the Fragrances of the 
Kingdom. The respected Aga Rahm atullah has ju s t departed 
for Rizwan, Khazra and Shahrood; Mirza Abdul-Hossein, the 
son of Samandar, has gone to Jazbar and Boshrouyyeh, and 
H aji Mollah Yossof, a very learned man, has left Gayn for 
other parts. These three men are busy n ight and day, teach
ing wherever they go. We have already received excellent 
reports of this work and many souls have been awakened 
through their Call and accepted the Message.

The Occidental Messenger is read in all the meetings and 
is producing great effect. As the mail brought only a lim 
ited number of copies, and as the believers all desired to 
possess one, we would have cabled for more had we the cable 
address.

San and aj.— All the hearts are made happy through the 
appearance of the Occidental Messenger, and the minds are 
astonished a t this m anifestation of the power of the Word 
of God in the West. I t  is indeed the effect of the U tte r
ance of Bah a-’o,’:l:lah ,, and a mighty proof of the spread of 
H is Call to Universal Brotherhood. We supplicate the Lord 
of Hosts to establish the structure of th is  publication upon a 
firm foundation.
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Sh ir a z .— On account of some internal disturbances along 
tbe  route from Bushire to Shiraz, the mail containing the 
first issue of the Occidental Messenger has not yet been 
received, but we are exceedingly glad th a t such a Bahai publi
cation has been s tarted  and we are anxious to receive it.

An article on the Bahai Revelation, appearing in the 
Baltimore American of Ju ly  31st, has been received by the 
friends in this city. Although our hearts are made happy, yet 
we are grieved on account of some flagrant m isrepresenta
tions made therein. We hope the W estern believers will en
deavor to correct sim ilar mistakes whenever or wherever such 
slaughtering of Truth is made. We are indeed much surprised 
to read such erroneous representations in a leading newspaper 
incorporating the name “ America” on its  title  page, for 
America, to us, is  synonymous with freedom, truthfulness and 
honesty.

T abriz .— The Cause is growing in this city and the believers 
are working faithfully  to spread the Fragrances. During the 
past month we have been greatly assisted and blessed through 
the presence of two renowned teachers : Mirza Hossein Zanjan
and Mirza Golam Hossein. Also, Mirza Ali Akbor of Nakjevan, 
a m erchant of Bakou and an eloquent teacher, is with us 
temporarily. Every day extra meetings are held. I t  is a great 
privilege to live in this age and behold the Kingdom of Peace 
and Brotherhood established in the hearts of men.

We are anxious to establish commercial relations with 
America, and as we buy a great deal from Europe through 
catalogs, we will be thankful for catalogs of various goods 
manufactured in America if the friends there will be kind 
enough to send them to us.

Za n ja n .— The la s t issue of the Occidental Messenger has Just 
been received and distributed among the friends. I t  is read 
and re-read in our meetings, and we pray to God th a t i t  may 
continue and increase its  activity  and usefulness in the world 
from day to day. We send congratulations to its  editors.

RUSSIA.
B atoum .-—-A few days ago our eyes were brightened by the 

rays of the Occidental Messenger, which appeared from fa r off 
A m erica; our love and affection for our Western brothers and 
sisters was increased an hundred fold through its loving and 
spiritual expressions, and we thanked God th a t they had arisen 
to serve the Cause in such a glorious manner. We in the E ast 
are deprived of the privilege of rendering such service, for the 
political laws restric t the freedom of the p ress ; but we are 
not sad thereby, for if the W estern Bahais are assisted to serve 
the Cause in this befitting manner, we also share in its  glory 
and honor, as we are all one.

NEW S FROM THE OCCIDENT.
B uffalo , N. Y.— Greetings from the Bahais to  the “ Friends” 

in every land. Our meetings are held on Sunday and Thursday 
evening's a t 494 ElWoocl Avenue. Henrietta F. Mills.

Chicago, I I I . — The annual report of the Sick Committee, of 
which Mrs. Christine Loeding is Chairman, shows th a t forty- 
one visits were made to the sick in hospitals and fifty-three in 
homes.

Mr. Charles Soheffler le ft Chicago, Nov. 14th, for Germany 
and expects to return  in January. Ida M. Brush.

Montclair , N. J .— Miss Alice Buckton, of London, England, 
and Mr. Percv F . Woodcock, of New York, visited the friends 
Oct. 30th. About th irty  seekers for Truth gathered a t the 
home of Mr. Charles E. Edsall, to hear them tell of the Reve
lation of Ba h a-’ojl l a ii. Those present received w ith enthusiasm 
Miss Buckton’s description of her recent v isit to Acca, as well 
as the teachings given by Mr. Woodcock. Lenora W. Edsall.



6 B A H A I  N E W S

New  York . N. Y.— A Bahai Home has been established a t 
No. 6 West Nineteenth Street. I t  was opened on the night of 
Nov,. 5-th by a  Feast— a beautiful spiritual gathering— at which 
H iss Alice Buckton, of London, presided by request. The house 
has rqoms for renting purposes, making i t  a hospice for traveling 
friends, and; has two large rooms which can be thrown into one, 
w ith a sweating capacity of one hundred. Classes will be held 
there during the week and a meeting every Sunday afternoon a t 
3 o’clock. Isabella D. Brittingham.

P ortland, Ore .— Mr. Thornton Chase recently visited the 
friends in Portland, giving a number of splendid talks.

Mary M. Babb.
Washing ton , D. C.— An election was held on Oct. 15th, at 

which time a new Working Committee was chosen, to serve for 
one year, as follow s:

Charles Mason Remey, Chairman.
F. J. Phelps, Treasurer.
Joseph H. Hannen, Secretary.
Arnauld Belmont, Assistant Secretary.
Miss Leone St. Clair Barnitz, Local Secretary.

Mrs. Claudia S. Coles, )
Miss Mary Little, > Temple Committee.
Mrs. Aseyeh Allen. J

A rthur D. Mayo, Chairman Music Committee.
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Translator.
W. H. Bowman,
W. P. Ripley,
Dr. E. H. Egbert,
Mrs. M. C. Hotchkiss.

At a called meeting of this Committee, Nov. 5th, the following 
additional Committees were appointed or provided fo r:

Miss L ittle  and Miss B arnitz, Unity Feasts.
Mrs. H otchkiss, Chairman, B ahai Ne w s .
Dr. Egbert and Mr. Bowman, Question Box.
Two im portant special meetings held since our la s t report 

were the Unity Feast of Sunday, Oct. 16th, a t a Memorial 
Service, commemorative of Mrs. Amalie Knobloch, on Tues
day evening, Oct. 26th. The Unity Feast was given a t  the 
Conservatory of Music, and our colored friends joined with us, 
the hosts being Mr. and Mrs. George S. Hopper, Miss Hopper, 
Miss L ittle  and Mr. Louis G. Gregory. The attendance was 
over one hundred and some of the most influential representatives 
of the colored people were present. Tasteful decorations, beau
tifu l music and eloquent speeches adorned this sp iritual meet
ing. The memorial service was held in the McNeal studio, 
which was decorated w ith a profusion of cosmos and chrysan
themums. Tablets or prayers were read for the friends who 
had left our circle during the year, among those thus remem
bered being Mi’s. L. A. Hester, Mrs. Mayo, little  Louise 
Hopkins, Miss Charlotte Colt and the mother and fa ther of Mrs. 
Fred  J . Woodward. The sp irit of th is  meeting was very pow
erful and all present fe lt the “ peace which passeth understand
ing .”

On Sunday morning, Oct. 30th, Mr. Arnauld Belmont ad
dressed the People’s Church on the subject of the Revelation 
and his ta lk  was gratifyingly received.

Mrs. Fleming, of the Brooklyn, N. Y., Assembly, was a re 
cent visitor.

Large gatherings subsequent to the foregoing were the Unity 
F east of Nov. 4th  and the service in commemoration of the 
birthday of B aha-V llah . The F east was given by Mrs. 
“ Aseyeh” Allen and Mrs. “ Nategha” Woodward. Beautiful 
decorations and a delightful m aterial feast enhanced the ap
preciation of the spiritual program. A t the B irthday Celebra
tion, Nov. 12th, arranged by Miss Leone St. Clair Barnitz and 
Mrs. Bradbury, Mirza Ahmad Sohrab presided, speeches were 
delivered by Mr. Remey and Dr. Fareed, and musical selections 
by Prof. Mayo. Joseph II. Hannen.



THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN  AMERICA.
“ When the Mashrak-el-Azkar was erected in Ishkabad, its  in

fluence was fe lt in all the Oriental countries. Whosoever heard 
of it, commenced an investigation of the Cause. Now, the Mash- 
rak-el-Azkar of Ishkabad, like an evident banner, waves in the 
world. And if  in Chicago the Mashrak-el-Azkar is established, 
even as in Ishkabad, then you will see w hat the recognition 
of the Cause will d o ; particularly  the arrangement of the 
M ashrak-el-Azkar is such th a t i t  will exert the greatest effect 
upon the civilized world, for i t  has many accessories. Among 
them are the following: A school for orphans; a college for
higher scientific education (or higher knowledge) ; a hospital; a 
home for cripples; a hospice. When the Mashrak-el-Azkar, with 
its  accessories, be established in the world, aside from its  re 
ligious or sp iritual influence, i t  w ill have a tremendous effect 
upon civilization. Aside from the religionists who will feel its  
influence, m aterialists will not be exempt therefrom. Moreover, 
i t  contains Divine wisdoms, spiritual effects upon the intellects 
and thoughts. Subsequent to its  erection these will become evi
dent.”— Abdul-Baha  Abbas.

Above the head of America today is suspended a  
golden crown whose jewels will scintillate through
out centuries and cycles. Shall she adorn her head 
w ith this priceless diadem? The old adage, “no 
cross, no crown,” is tru e  regarding th is glorious 
crown. Can we work hard  enough and sacrifice deep 
enough and look fa r into the fu ture for results ? 
This Mashrak-ei-Azkar will, perhaps, be the only one 
bu ilt in America during the remaining years of 
Abdul-Baha’s earth ly  mission and i t  behooves ns to 
bring this project to a  point of completion th a t its 
corner stone may be laid  in the event of his coming 
to America next spring. I f  we do not awake to  this 
golden opportunity, fu tu re  generations will point 
to  ns and say: “W hy did the early Bahais of
America sleep so long and let this, one of the most 
glorious privileges of the ages, slip by unheeded?” 
Stop and meditate, friends, upon the necessary p a rt 
a  Mashrak-el-Azkar, dedicated by his holy presence, 
w ill play in the fu ture history and development of 
the worid. W ill i t  not become a visiting point for 
all nations and people throughout centuries and 
cycles ? The inflow thus produced will re tu rn  an 
outflow of vitalizing sp iritual influence and its acces
sories w ill shed the ligh t of the highest sciences, 
a rts  and crafts and the most magnanimous works of
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charity and hospitality.
Balance on hand a t convention, 1910............................... $ 5,709.46
Received since............................................................................  4,593.27

$10,302.73
E x p en d ed .....................................................................................  6,138.37

On hand, Nov. 19, 1910........................................................ $ 4,164.36
To be raised by Jan . 1, 1911.......... $1,360.64

C o r in n e  T r u e .
Financial Secretary Bahai Temple Unity.
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W ith  issue No. 9 of th e  Ba h a i N e w s , a  slip  w ith  
th e  follow ing w ording w as sen t to  th e  m en on our 
m ailin g  l is t:

Dear Brother— Please read Mr. Remey’s le tte r published in 
th is issue of the B ahai Ne w s . A statem ent of w hat you are 
doing and planning to do for the advancement of the Cause in 
your vicinity will be a source of encouragement and may sug
gest ways and means to the men of other communities who are 
interested in the  progress of the Cause of E l-Abha in the West. 
A le tte r from you will be appreciated. Sincerely yours in His 
Service, T h e  Editors.

A few interesting letters were received. One of 
them we. publish herewith, believing i t  will demon
s tra te  w hat can be accomplished for the spread of 
the Cause, no m atter how adverse the conditions. We 
are  pleased to present th is le tter from Mr. John H. 
W ilcott, who will be remembered as a former active 
member of the Kenosha, Wis., Assembly:

Kendall, Mont., Sept. 12, 1910.
To the B ahai Ne w s .

Dear Servants of Abdul-Baha:— I know you will be pleased 
to hear from this p a rt of the West. Although the work of 
giving the Message is ra ther slow, we allow no opportunity to 
pass. Mother and I  are the only Bahais around here th a t we 
know of, and up to this tim e we have only had cowboys, shep
herds and a few ranchers to talk  to, who live many miles apart. 
My nearest ranchman owned 27 miles long of land which has 
now been sold to the railroad company. This is the way I reach 
these people, which may seem strange to you : F irs t of all, my
claim is ju s t where every one has to make their roundup. Hun
dreds of cattle are around us all the time. I have a full cow
boy’s suit, and I  am out w ith the boys and seem to  be as 
tough as they are, so not to he a tenderfoot. From one to eight 
come to my ten t daily and I  am now called “ the preacher”  for 
miles around. Well, th is is something new to the boys— some 
one to talk  of God to them— and yet I seem like one of them. 
They tell i t  all over and I frequently meet a new one who has 
heard of us. One old sheep-keeper, who used to come and rest
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under a tree in my yard while watching his sheep eat, and to 
whom I would then talk, regretted so greatly the life he had 
lived th a t he told me he was going away from this life a fter liv 
ing here th ir ty  years. Before leaving, he came to hid us good
bye and we gave him a good meal. I think the seed had started 
to grow.

Many of the cowboys shoot game and bring i t  to us. Of 
course we have to feed many of them a t times, but th a t is the 
only way we can reach them. At first some of them did not 
w ant to hear anything of God— said there was no God— but 
a fte r some of the great hidden mysteries were explained to 
them, they became interested, and you would be surprised to 
see us s itting  on a log outside, or in the tent, until 10 o’clock 
a t night.

My dear mother is the only doctor around here for forty-five 
miles. The land is now all taken up and settlers are coming in

Translation of inscription on above illustration: “ Mr. Wil-
cott, Bahai, who is spreading the Cause of Abi-ia among the 
cowboys of the Western plains of America with great enkindle- 
ment and attraction, and w hose-letter of experience is printed 
herewith in English.”

rapidly. The cowboys told them th a t mother was a diploma doc
tor, so they have started  to come afte r her, traveling from 
fifteen to twenty miles. She is not a bit slow in giving the 
Message. A few weeks ago when i t  was warm, a cowboy 
came and was resting by the tent. He asked mother is she had 
anything to read. She gave him one of our Bahai books. He 
cursed and said : “ That is religion. Haven’t  you any papers?”
So she gave him a newspaper from Santa Anna, which was sent 
to us by a missionary there, to whom I am trying to give the 
Message, but who has not been able to grasp i t  yet. Well, 
th is paper told about God, and the cowboy, a fter looking a t  i t  
for a while, said : “Why, this is religion— just as bad as the
other book.” Mother said : “ This is all we have here. We
live for God.” When I came in with a bunch of prairie chick
ens he said to me: “ Hello, preacher! This is a great place
—nothing to read .” I replied th a t I had just w hat he wanted, 
and going to my trunk, brought a book called “ Indian Wars 
and Brave Deeds.” Well, you should have seen th a t man! 
He was very much pleased and called for a few days until he 
had finished reading it. He then said : “ If  there is a God,
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why did He le t those Indians kill those poor people in such a 
way?”  That gave me an opportunity, and now the man begins 
to read Bahai books and does not curse any more in our tent.

I  enjoyed reading Mr. Remey’s le tte r in the Bahai New s . I 
was very much impressed w ith h is  statem ent th a t when one is 
out trying to give the Message, he needs encouragement from 
the other believers. I find i t  so here and feel th a t  the friends 
should think more of this. A little  of my experience would con
vince one of the tru th  of th is statem ent. I have received one 
le tte r from Johnstown, two from Chicago, and a few from 
Mrs. Goodale, of Kenosha, th a t put new life into me to do more 
work. * * *

Any lite ra tu re  regarding the Cause will be gladly accepted 
and handed to some of the new settlers here. These cowboys 
are all good fellows and tired of this life. They are seeking 
for something and do not know where to get it— it  is this 
Message. So when any one goes out to try  to give the Mes
sage, le t us encourage them. In a  place like this God is not 
known. They believe there is no God, no heaven or hell, be
cause they have been taught so. I t  is not easy and one should 
be encouraged. * * *

This country is wild w ith rattlesnakes and wolves. I have 
killed many snakes, but as the country is now being settled 
the snakes are disappearing. One was in our ten t la s t night. 
We heard him ra ttle . We dare not sleep w ith an arm outside 
of the bed. I t  is getting cold ; the mountains are covered 
with snow and we had four inches of it. We are s till in a 
tent, but I am building a log house. F rost killed nearly all we 
had, but God glveth and God taketh away— praise H is Ñ am e! 
When I go for mail, I carry a gun because of wild steers. 
Every one carries a gun because of cattle  and snakes.

My mother is 70 years old and keeps up quite well. We 
have lots of hay on the ground in the ten t to keep our feet 
warm, but we have been laid up w ith colds. Everything here 
has to be hauled from Lewistown, forty-five miles. Our nearest 
place is Kendall, a small town, 5,800 feet high in the moun
tains— a gold mining town— about ten houses built on rocks on 
the side of the hill. Oil costs 50 cents a gallon, potatoes 4 
cents a pound, etc. Before th is  cold weather came I used to 
lie  in bed in the morning and take my gun from the side of 
my pillow and shoot sage hens or prairie chicken. They de
stroyed my garden, and four or five times a day I  used to go 
around the garden to drive them out and also the rabbits.

I  have taken some pictures and send you one of myself 
now as I go among the boys. * * *

Here comes another old shepherd who likes to come here 
— I can hear his voice over the hill calling the sheep, so I must 
stop writing.

We send all our Bahai love and ask your earnest prayers.
Tour servant in H is Name, J o h n  H. W il co tt .

Our Persian section, th is issue, contains a  Tablet 
to  the Denver, Colo., Assembly revealed about 1907, 
and a  continuation of the article on Universal Bahai 
Peace. S tatistics are given of the enormous number 
of killed in  all wars and the heavy cost of some of 
the famous battles of h isto ry ; the number of sol
diers and warships m aintained by the different W est
ern na tio n s; an outline of the Constitution of the 
“U nited N ations of the W orld,” the “Congress of 
Nations,” and the “Supreme Court of N ations;” 
quotations from Voltaire, F ranklin  and others, 
against w ar: quotations from the note of the Em 
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peror of Russia inviting all nations to the first Hague 
Conference, and quotations from. Tablets of Abdul- 
Baha, giving the Bahai plan of the establishment 
of Universal Peace.

Beginning w ith  th is issue, we present a  series of 
Tablets revealed by Abdul-Baha for Oriental Assem
blies, believing i t  will bring the Assemblies of the 
E ast nearer to  the hearts of the friends in the West. 
M irza Ahmad Sohrab has consented to  transla te  them 
especially for the B a h a i  N e w s .

ASSEMBLIES IN  THE OCCIDENT.
Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly 

represented.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Baltim ore ., Md .— Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 
a t 629 W est North Avenue, and Sunday evenings a t 516 Broad
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue.

B osto n , Ma s s .— Sunday mornings, a t . 11 o’clock, in  Beckton 
Hall, 200 Huntington Avenue.

B uffalo , N. Y.— Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even
ing a t 494 Elwood Avenue.

Chicago, I I I . — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., a t 
Corinthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, S tate and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Lesch, 
Secretary.

D enver ,  Colo.— G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street.

I th ic a , N. Y.— Regular meeting of assembly, Friday evenings 
a t the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street.

K e n o s h a , W i s .— Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 1 0 :30 
a. m. ; Sunday school, 9 :30 a. m., a t Gronquish H all, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park  Street.

Los An g e l e s , Ca l .— F. B. Beckett, Secretary, 429 Citizens’ 
National Bank Building.

New  York, N. Y.— Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., 
a t  Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey.

P ortland, Or e .— Regular weekly meeting, Thursday, 2 p. m., 
a t 501 Yamhill Street, corner F ifteenth Street. Mrs. M. M. 
Rabb, secretary, 1146 W illamette Boulevard, S tation F.

Se a ttle , W a s h .— Regular weekly meeting held a t  2916 
Beacon Avenue, South.

Spo k a n e , W asi-i .— Regular weekly meeting held Friday even
ings a t the home ot' Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Killius, 124 F ifth  
Avenue. Miss E. Mabel King, Secretary, E413 Mission avenue.

S um erd uck , Va .— Meetings on fourth Sundays; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett.

W a s h in g t o n , D. C.— Regular meetings F riday  evenings a t 
8 :1 5 ; Sunday mornings a t 11:15, a t 1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre
tary, Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eighth Street, N. W.

ENGLAND.
L ondon, E n g .— Regular meeting of assembly Friday, 8:15 

p. m., a t  10 Cheniston Gardens, W right’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street.

GERMANY.
Stuttg art , W urtem berg .— Regular meetings of assembly, 

Friday evenings. Kanzlei Strasse 24p . Zu f f e n h a u s e n .— At
the home of H errn und F rau  F . Schweizer, K arl strasse 26i.
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TABLET PROM ABDUL-BAHA.

To the Believers of God in Ghale Darre,
Persia.

Upon them be the Glory of God the Most Glorious! 
h e  i s  g od!

0  ye servants of the Blessed Perfection!
In the Day of the M anifestation, you have caught 

the lights from the Manifesto! on the Mount of 
Sinai and beheld the splendor of the Ray of Truth. 
Ye are the children of the Period of B a h a ’o’l l a h  
and have become the appearance of the Effulgence 
of Mercifulness in the Day wherein the rays of the 
Divine Sun radiate upon all things. Tear down the 
old garm ent and clad your sanctified temples w ith 
the new robe! Ye have passed from the salty  w ater 
of ignorance and have drunk the salubrious salsabil 
of knowledge. Ye have closed your eyes to the wine 
of heedlessness and became intoxicated w ith the 
choice sealed wine of intelligence! Ye have taken 
the cup of prosperity from the cupbearer of the1 
Covenant and w ith infinite rejoicing, happiness and! 
beatitude celebrated the Feast of beholding the rays 
of the Orb of regions!

Now is the time th a t we may sacrifice, for the sake 
of the Love of th a t Beloved, our spirit, our soul, our 
heart, our mind, our property, our life and our a l l ; 
and to  wish for nothing bu t Iiis good-pleasure, 
search for nothing bu t His Path , and desire nothing 
but His Service!

Upon ye be Glory!

(Signed) A bdtjl-Ba h a  A b b a s .

Translated by Mirza Alimad Sohrab, November 30, 19.10, 
especially for the Bahai Ne w s ,



2 B A H A I  N E W S

ABDUL-BAHA IN  EGYPT.
Third of a series of special news items pertaining to the sojourn 

of Abdul-Baha in Egypt.

Special to the B a h a i  N e w s :—You have asked 
for an account of Abdul-Baha’s departure to the 
land of Egypt. Abdul-Baha did not inform anyone 
th a t he was going to leave Haifa. The day he left 
he visited the Holy Tomb of the Bab on Mt. Carmel, 
and when he came down from the m ountain of the 
Lord, he went direct to  the steamer. This was the 
first anyone knew about the m atter. W ithin two 
days he summoned to his presence, M irza Noureddin, 
Shougi Effendi, Khosro, and this servant. The only 
persons who accompanied Abdul-Baha to Egypt were 
M irza Moneer Zain and Abdul Hossein, one of the 
pilgrims who was leaving a t  th a t time. When 
M irza Noureddin arrived in Port Said, his brother 
M irza Moneer returned to Haifa.

For nearly one month Abdul-Baha remained in 
P o rt Said and the friends of God came from Cairo, 
in tu rn , to visit him. One day he called me to  ac
company him when taking a  walk in the streets of 
the city. He said: “Do you realize now the mean
ing of my statem ent when I was telling the friends 
th a t there was a  wisdom in my indisposition?” I 
answered, “Yes, I  do remember very well.” He 
continued, “Well, the wisdom was th a t I  m ust a l
ways move according to the requirements of the 
Cause. W hatever the Cause requires for its  pro
mulgation, I  ivill not delay in  its  accomplishment 
for one m om ent! Now, the Cause did require th a t 
I  travel to  these parts, and had I  divulged my in
tention a t  th a t time, many difficulties would have 
arisen.”

The day th a t  he left for A lexandria he did not 
mention the m atter to  anyone; nor did this servant 
know the tim e of his departure. However, when 
I heard th a t he had left, I  hurried to the steamer 
and there m et him w ith two pilgrims from Eshka- 
bad. He said: “Tell the friends, how, under se
vere circumstances of bodily weakness, 1 have ac
cepted the hardships of traveling to promote the 
Word of God, to spread the Cause of God and to 
diffuse the Fragrances of God! I  have left behind 
friends, relatives and home for the sake of the 
Cause!” By this he m eant th a t the believers of
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God m ust follow in his footsteps and illumine the 
E ast and the W est w ith the lights of knowledge, 
peace and brotherhood.

While in A lexandria many noted persons, formerly 
enemies of the Cause for years, have met him and 
after being in his presence are changed entirely. 
Also, distinguished editors of Arabic and Persian 
newspapers, such as Moaid and Tchehre Neina, have 
talked w ith him and afterw ard wrote and published 
columns of praise and commendation on his Teach
ings and greatness. Thus the newspapers have given 
great publicity to  the Movement. In regard to the 
Moaid article, Abdul-Baha says: “A clipping from
the newspaper of Moaid, which is the first newspaper 
of Egypt and its editor well known throughout the 
world for his learning, is enclosed. Formerly, this 
person, through the instigation of some influential 
resident Persians, wrote many articles against this 
Cause and called the Bahais infidels. B ut w'hen 
Abdul-Baha arrived in this country, w ith one in ter
view he was completely changed and contradicted all 
his former articles w ith this one. This is the type 
of the ju s t m an!”

There is no doubt th a t this tr ip  is fraught with 
wonderful results for the Cause and many people 
will become awakened. In  one of these interviews 
Abdul-Baha stated  he may go to Cairo and pass 
the remainder of the w inter in th a t city. The 
Egyptian w inter weather is ideal, tem perate and 
agrees w ith him. Since he has arrived in Egypt 
his health is much improved, and should he decide 
to go to America i t  will not be before the springtime.

W ith great love and greeting to all the friends 
in the West, I  am always

Your co-worker in the Cause,
A s s a d o l l a h  G o m i .

NEWS FROM THE ORIENT.
BURMA.

R angoon.—‘Wo wish, to express onr deep appreciation for the 
Bahai New s and the great interest i t  has evoked in the East 
both in the Bahai circle and outside of it.

The Cause here is progressing admirably and the recent visit 
of our brothers Messrs. Charles Mason Remey and Howard C. 
Struven, served to im part to i t  a fresh acceleration. The 
Movement in Kunjangon, referred to in kind terms in one of 
the issues of the Bahai Ne w s , has been engaging the attention 
of many seekers in India and Burma, for though of a very
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recent origin has been ra ther singular in its  kind. The num
ber of believers is swelling day by day and the new school for 
the Bahai boys, which was recently opened by our revered 
brother Seyarl M ustafa Roumie, though in a very prim ary scale, 
is well attended and has caused groat zeal among the servants 
of God all over India. Also, our brother Aga Seyad Mehdi 
Behahani, who, since his return from the holy land, of Acca in 
October, has been residing in Bombay, has ju s t arrived in 
Rangoon and will go to inspect the school, and in all proba
bility will be placed in charge there to tra in  the boys.

A. S. Ismaeel.
PERSIA.

Gazvin— Two of our spiritual American sisters have arrived 
here after a brief v isit with Abdul-Baha in Alexandria, en 
route. Several of the friends went outside of the city to wel
come them, and when they arrived a t the house of Karim  Elahi, 
we talked with them, through interpreters, about the spread 
of the Cause in America, and from them inhaled the spiritual 
fragrances of our western brothers and sisters. At the same 
time, several prominent men, who were on their way to  v isit 
Abdul-Baha, arrived from Teheran and joined us in conversing 
and feasting with these two dear sisters.

His honor, Sam-’nder, an active teacher and spreader of 
tru th  since his early life and who has been for the past three 
months in Rasht, lias ju s t returned bringing glorious news of 
the progress of the Cause. H is honor, H aji Valz, an old and 
venerable teacher, according to the decision of the Board of 
Consultation, has ju s t left the city to travel in the surrounding 
towns and villages to invite the people to the Kingdom of 
Abh a  and teach the friends its  essential principles.

We are expecting the arrival of Mirza Ali Akbar, a young 
Bahai brother, to teach English to our children in the school 
of “Tavakkal,”  so th a t both boys and girls may study th a t 
language and converse and correspond w ith the friends in the 
West.

Masi-iad .—We regret to report th a t his honor, Fazel Foroughi, 
was shot by three persons who called upon him a t his home 
under pretext of desiring an interview with him. The gov
ernment, hearing of this event, placed a guard about the house 
and the wounded venerable teacher was removed to the hos
pital. The outcome of his condition is not yet known.

Shiraz.— The Occidental Messenger* has been received in 
th is  city. Indeed, i t  is a useful, unique and tru ly  Bahai pub
lication and we pray to God th a t year after year, month after 
month, i t  may add to its  circulation and salutory influence in 
binding together the E ast and West. We are very anxious to 
establish closer commercial relations between America and this 
rity, and will send rugs, silk cloth, lamb skins, etc., whenever 
proper headquarters are provided, and we, in turn, desire to 
receive from America, hardware goods, implements, etc. The 
Occidental Messenger can aid this endeavor in many ways, for 
already its  appearance has created a great sp irit of search and 
activity in various lines.

We have w ritten the officers of the Persian-American Edu- 
tional Society in Washington, D. C., expressing our desire to 
found a school, to he called “ T arb iat,” as a branch of the 
school in Teheran. We have a fund to purchase tables and 
chairs for the schoolroom, but we need prim ary books in a rith 
metic, geography, history and literature, which cannot be bad 
here. The Society can help us in the founding of this school 
by sending to us the required books. Gholam Hossein Mirza, 
who knows English well and has been serving as secretary to 
the English Consulate, with his two sons and three of the 
friends are ready to found the school and teach the children.

♦Persian Section of the Bahai Ne w s .



JJ A II A I N E W S 5

SEYAD ASSADOLLAH GOMI.

Seyad Assadollah Gomi, who has sent the special 
news item pertaining to the journey of Abdul-Baha 
to  Egypt, published in this issue, is one of the oldest 
and most patriarchal Bahais of the early days of 
B a h a ’o ’l l a i i . He has served the Cause in many 
ways and is now living in P o rt Said as the channel

SEYAD ASSADOLLAH GOMI.

of communication between the friends all over the 
world and Abdul-Baha—having been sent there from 
Acca to  continue the work of the late Seyad Taki 
Menshadi.

While a young man he was eager to learn the 
tru th  from every source. Later, he heard of the 
Bahai Revelation and, after a  thorough investiga
tion, accepted it. He then began to  teach and lead
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others. On account of his open teaching, he was 
taken by the authorities of Teheran and thrown into 
prison w ith the renowned Mirza Abul-Eazl and 
eleven other prom inent Bahais. A fter a  year and 
a half in prison, suffering untold hardships—the 
recital of which is pathetic and soul-stirring—he 
and others were set free. About th is time, Mirza 
Assadollah—who has been in America—and his fam
ily were preparing to  leave Teheran for Acea, and 
Seyad Assadollah Gomi volunteered to go w ith them. 
Arriving a t the ir destination, Seyad Assadollah 
begged B a h a ’o’l l a h  to rem ain in His service, and 
for many years he was in tu rn  a  gardener in the 
Rizwan and a teacher to the Bahai children in the 
Holy Land.

When B a h a ’o’l l a h  departed from th is life, for 
nine months Seyad Assadollah was instructed by 
Abdul-Baha in the a r t  of teaching the T ru th ; after 
which he sent him to Persia to  spread the Cause. 
Again he was apprehended in one of the remote cities 
of Persia, and w ith chains on his neck, hands and 
feet, was brought to  Teheran to be judged. The 
Prime Minister, a fter investigation and finding him 
innocent, liberated him. A t this tim e Abdul-Baha 
revealed to him some very glorious Tablets.

I t  was about the year 1900 th a t our editor, Mirza 
Ahmad Sohrab, had the privilege of traveling w ith 
him through southern Persia, India and finally to 
Acca, and who testifies of Seyad Assadollah’s gen
tleness, firmness, nobility of sp irit and loftiness of 
mind.

NEWS NOTES.
Tlie officers and chairmen of the Woman’s Assembly of Teach

ing of Chicago, are all working earnestly and with marked 
effect. The letters received by the Corresponding Secretary, 
from the maid-servants of the different assemblies in the Orient, 
have been most interesting, telling of their organized work in 
th a t country and of their joy a t hearing so often from their 
Western sisters. The 19-day Board meetings and 19-day Teas 
are held regularly each month. Mrs. Charles H. Greenleaf has 
returned to Chicago and is now Chairman of the Visiting Com
mittee, Miss Arna True and Miss Alma Albertson being her 
assistants. Miss Mary Leseh is a new member of the Board, 
serving as its  present Treasurer. The Young People’s Society 
was recently delightfully entertained a t the home of Mrs. 
Corinne True. The Sunday School, under the supervision of 
Mrs. Foster, assisted by Mrs. Brush, is gaining steadily in 
numbers. Louise R. Waite, Cor, Sec3y.

Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Dahl are now at 554 Duquesne Avenue, 
Edgewood Park, Pittsburg, Pa.', and will be pleased to greet 
friends passing through tb a t city.
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN  AMERICA.
“ Tlie beloved of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful 

intend to found a Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago. They have sent 
to us numerous plans th a t one may be accepted and the edifice 
be built accordingly. Now the funds must be accumulated, the 
land entirely paid for and the necessary preparations for build
ing made and then the accessory m atters considered. Therefore, 
make ye an effort and show ye zeal th a t the price of the land 
be fully discharged and the means for the edifice produced.”—  
Abdtil-Baha Ab ba s .

On Tuesday, November 29th, a  very interesting 
event for the Temple site took place. The new 
drainage canal sk irting  the entire western boundary 
of the Mashrak-el-Azkar land was form ally opened 
and the w ater from Lake Michigan turned into the 
channel. The public schools in the vicinity were 
dismissed for the occasion and fully five hundred 
children were grouped on the bank of the canal. 
As the w ater began to flow through the opening, 
some of the Bahais stood on the bank and repeated 
the G reatest Name.

The water on its onward flow through the busy 
city m ust first lave the Mashrak-el-Azkar grounds, 
and we pray th a t a blessing may rest upon these 
waters, and a  healing, purifying effect be carried 
through them  to wash away the im purities of the 
great city. As this land lies a t  the intake of this 
pure stream  of w ater to be used for cleansing drain
age purposes, is it  not symbolic of the W ater of Life, 
contained in the Word of God, flowing down from the 
spiritual edifice, the Mashrak-el-Azkar, to  cleanse the 
hearts of its inhabitants from im purities and cause to 
spring up in  them divine attributes and character
istics? Thus a  new sp iritual city will replace the 
present m art of intensest commercialism.
Report in la s t issue of Bahai New s to  be raised Jan.

1, 1911 ..................................................................................... $1,360.64
Amount received since............................................................  618.43

Leaving amount to be ra ised ................................................. $ 742.21
C o r in 'n e  T r u e .

Financial Secretary Bahai Temple Unity.

CONVERSATIONAL PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE.

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian by simple 
lessons and phonographic records. Each pupil receives all 
necessary individual help and attention through a system of 
w ritten lessons and criticisms. No Persian w ritten  characters 
are used; the English le tters only are employed and pronuncia
tions expressed in English characters. Many are taking advan
tage of this system, both in Europe and in America.

For particulars address MIRZA S. M. RA FFIE , S. B., 729 
Livingston Hall, Columbia University, New York City, U. S. A.
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BAHAI CALENDAR.
MONTH NAME FIRST DATS

1 s t ..  . . 21
2nd___ 9
3 rd ___ 28
4 th ___ 17
5 th ___ 5
6 th ___ 24
7 th ___ 13
8 th ___ ...................... Aug. 1
9 th ___ ...................... Aug. 20

1 0 th___ 8
1 1 th___ 27
12 th___ 16
13 th___ 4
14 th___ 23
15 th___ 12
16 th___ 31
17 th___ 19
18 th___

Four intercalary days.
7

19th. . . .
(Month of fasting.)

2

O u r P e r s i a n  s e c t io n  t h i s  is s u e c o n ta in s  ( 1 ) a
Tablet to the Baltimore, Md., Assembly, received 
some tim e about 1905; (2) an article on the Uni-
versal Bahai Religion : (a) the evolution of the re
ligious idea or instinct of the race from the earliest 
time, (b) the appearance of the prophets throughout 
the succeeding ages of known history, (c) the estab
lishment of the seven great religions, Brahmanism, 
Zoroastrianism, Judaism , Confucianism, Buddhism,
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C hristianity and Mohammedanism, (d) explaining the 
division and difference wrought by  the religious or
ders, (e) giving the seven points of sim ilarity in 
the teachings of the Founders of these religions, (f) 
quoting from their Books prophecies of the coming 
of the Universal M anifestation, (g) the appearance 
of B a h a ’o ’l l a h , whereby the prophecies of the seven 
great religions are fulfilled, (h) quotations from 
the W ritings of B a h a ’o ’ija a h  and Abdul-Baha to 
corroborate the above statem ents for the establish
ment of the Universal Bahai Religion; (3) news 
pertaining to  the sojourn of Abdul-Baha in Egypt.

We are pleased to reprin t the following notice and 
editorial from a Teheran, Persia, newspaper, telling 
of the good works of Dr. Susan I. Moody, believing 
i t  will interest all the friends:

T E H E R A N  N E W S P A P E R  N O T IC E .
DOCTOR MOODY— American lady.— Not only does she know 

medicine, but also gynecology, obstetrics and women’s diseases. 
Her good qualities and kind a ttributes, her love for her Persian 
oriental sisters, are all equal. Every day from morning till 
noon she is in her office, No. 10 Avenue Aladauleh, receiving 
her patients for consultation, examination and treatm ent, ex
cepting Friday and Sunday afternoons, when she goes to the 
Hospital Sehat (Hospital of H ealth), where she meets the 
patients of the higher and wealthier class.

E D IT O R IA L .
We give the utm ost thanks end gratitude to such a noble 

woman, to such a respected person, whose presence here is a 
great privilege to the country of Persia. On account of the 
great care of this blessed person, the sick of all nationalities, 
moslems, e t al., become healthy and well. We beg of God to 
keep this blessed and respected person with us.

NEW S NOTES.
Additional copies of circular and card pertaining to the 

collating of books for the Orient, recently distributed by the 
Persian-American Educational Society through the B a h a i  N e w s  
S e e v i c e , can be obtained by addressing Mrs. Claudia S. Coles, 
310 The Burlington, Washington, D. C.

In a  recent issue of the B a h a i  N e w s  the statem ent was 
made th a t regular meetings of the Ithaca, N. Y., Assembly had 
been inaugurated and th a t the first meeting was held Oct. 21st. 
We should have added th a t Mr. and Mrs. George S. Hopper, 
now of Washington, D. C., were for many years faithful work
ers in the Cause in Ithaca and meetings were held a t  their 
home regularly.

Recognizing the need of more co-operation and fellowship 
among the men-servants in the Cause, nineteen men of the 
New York City Assembly have formed w hat is known as the 
“ Brotherhood of Balia.” A meeting was held a t their head
quarters, 6 West 90th Street, Monday evening, November 28th, 
to which all the men were invited and the principles of the 
Brotherhood set forth.
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ASSEMBLIES IN  THE OCCIDENT.
Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is correctly 

represented.
CANADA.

Montreal , Qu e .-—-Weekly meeting held Friday evenings a t 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Maxwell, 716 Pine Avenue.

ENGLAND.
London, Eng.—Regular meeting of assembly Friday, 8:15  

p. m., a t 10 Cheniston Gardens, W right’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street.

GERMANY.
Stuttgart , W urtem berg .— Regular meetings of assembly, 

Friday evenings. Kanzlei strasse 24p . Zu f f e n h a u s e n .— At
the home of H errn und Frau  F. Schweizer, K arl strasse 2Gi.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
Baltim ore , Md.— Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 

a t  629 West North Avenue, and Sunday evenings a t 516 Broad
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 West North Avenue.

B oston , Ma s s .— Sunday mornings, a t 11 o’clock, in Beckton 
Hall, 200 Huntington Avenue.

B uffalo , N. Y.— Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even
ing a t 494 Elwood Avenue.

Chicago , I I I . — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., a t 
Corinthian Hall, 17th floor Masonic Temple, State and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Lesch, 
Secretary.

Cleveland , O.— Meetings Wednesday evenings a t the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. C. M. Swingle, 2101 Prospect Avenue.

D enver , Colo.— G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street.

I t h ic a , N. Y.— Regular meeting of assembly, Friday evenings 
a t  the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street.

Ke n o s h a , W i s .— Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 10:30 
a. m . ; Sunday school, 9 :30 a. m,, a t Gronquish Hall, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park Street.

Los A n g el e s , Cal .— F. B. Beckett, Secretary, 429 Citizens’ 
National Bank Building.

N ew  Y ork , N. Y .— Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., 
a t Genealogical Hall, 226 West 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey.

P h il a d e l ph ia , P a .— Miss Jessie E. Revell, Secretary, 1429 
Mayfield Street.

P ortland, Or e .— Regular weekly meeting, Thursday, 2 p. m., 
a t 501 Yamhill Street, corner Fifteenth Street. Mrs. M. M. 
Rabb, secretary, 1146 W illamette Boulevard, Station F.

Sea ttle , W a s h .— Regular weekly meeting held a t 2916 
Beacon Avenue, South.

Spo k a n e , W a s h .— Regular weekly meeting held Friday even
ings a t the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Killius, 124 F ifth  
Avenue. Miss E. Mabel King, Secretary, E413 Mission avenue.

S um erd uck , Va.— Meetings on fourth Sundays; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett.

W a s h in g t o n , D. C.— Regular meetings Friday evenings a t 
8 :1 5 ; Sunday mornings a t 11:15, a t 1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre
tary, Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eighth Street, N. W.
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TABLETS FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
Stating  the Conditions Requisite for His Coming to 

America.

TO THE MEMBERS OE TH E ASSEMBLIES OF BAHAIS IN 
AMERICA.*

To the beloved ones and the maid-servants of the
M erciful!

HE i s  god!

0  ye dear friends and maid-servants of God!
Your epistle was received.f You have expressed 

joy and happiness because of the tr ip  of Abdul- 
Baha from the center of prison (Acoa) to the land 
of the divine Joseph (E gypt). There are divine 
wisdoms in  th is journey! I  am hopeful th a t i t  will 
be productive of results.

Now—praise be to  God!—some time is passed with 
the utm ost of sp irit and fragrance in th is country, 
and we are occupied w ith the service of the Cause 
of God and servitude to the Holy Threshold.

When the service which is our (present) purpose 
is realized for the Kingdom of God, perhaps we shall 
journey to  other parts.

If the beloved of God in  a ll America strive for 
un ity  and harmony, a tta in  perfect love and accord, 
and act according to the divine teachings and the 
precepts of the Blessed Perfection, th is w ill prove a 
magnet a ttrac ting  Abdul-Baha, so tha t, perchance, 
he may journey to  America,

But, un til the light of oneness, un ity  and love 
shine forth  from the lamp of America, and the be
loved act in accordance w ith the divine teachings and 
precepts of the Blessed Perfection, and all the be
lievers in America become united and harmonious, 
my coming to  America will be hindered—nay, im
possible.

Therefore, strive ye th a t ye may become the em-
*Through Lna M. Getsinger.
tA  le tte r sent by the W ashington (D. 0 .) Assembly on be

half of the Assemblies of America, supplicating Abdul-Baha to 
v isit th is country.
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bodied teachings of the Blessed Perfection, confirmed 
in  the divine precepts, resurrected in  holiness and 
purity , severance, hum ility and meekness, set aglow 
w ith the fire of divine love; and loosen your tongues 
w ith the praises and commendations of the Heavenly 
Kingdom.

Thus may the great attainm ent be realized.
Upon ye be Ba h a ’o’ll a h -EI-Ab h a !

{Signed) A bdul-Ba h a  Abbas.
Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, December 8, 1910. 

Note— I t  is the wish of Abdul-Baha th a t this Tablet be read in 
a ll Assemblies.

TO THE ATTRACTED MAID-SERVANT OF GOD, LUA M.
GETSINGER.*

Upon her be Ba h a ’o’lla h -EI-Abha  ! 
h e  i s  god!

0 thou dear maid-servant of Otod!
Your epistle was received and the desire and re

quest of the beloved ones and the maid-servants of 
the Merciful became known.

The conditions requisite for the coming of Abdul- 
Baha to  those regions have ju s t been w ritten  for the 
friends and the maid-servants of the Lord—through 
you. I  am hopeful th a t these conditions w ill be 
carried out, perchance a t  some time a tr ip  to  those 
regions may be taken; bu t if these conditions be not 
realized, this w ill hinder a  tr ip  to those parts.

Convey m ost reverend Abh a  greetings w ith the 
utm ost longing to  his honor, the dear friend, the 
Doctor (G etsinger).

(Signed) A bdul-Ba h a  Abbas.
Translated by Dr. Fareed, December 6, 1910.

TO THE ATTRACTED MAID-SERVANT OF GOD, ASEYEH
KHANUM (WELLESCA POLLOCK A LLEN ).f

Upon h e r be Ba h a -E1-Ab h a ! 
h e  i s  g o d !

0 thou dear maid-servant of Ood!
I  hope, through the Lord, th a t thy  request and 

desire may be granted. Thou hast w ritten  of the
'fTbrougli Dr. Ameen U. Fareed.
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joy and happiness of the beloved, together w ith a 
request for my presence in America.

Abdul-Baha is like the nightingale. The nightin
gale soars to  the rose-garden. Should you desire my 
presence there, you m ust make America a  rose- 
garden. T hat is to say, you m ust make th a t country 
well adorned w ith every rose of sp iritual qualities 
and hum an attributes. Then certainly, God, the 
Generous, will reward you greatly, and, perchance, 
th is Nightingale w ill then fly to  th a t rose-garden.

Thou hast w ritten  of thy  new house wherein thou 
hast prepared a  place for the travelers of the E ast 
and West. This is very acceptable.

Now the beloved m ust strive to make America a 
rose-garden. Then your desire will be realized.

0  thou dear maid-servant of God! Thou a r t ever 
in  mind and present before me. I  hope, through the 
bounty and bestowal of God, th a t thy  dear son may 
be blessed and become dear in both worlds.

Upon thee be B a h a ’o’ix a i-i -E1-Ab h a  !
(S i g n e d ) A bd u l-B a h a  Ab b a s .

Translated by Dr. Fareed, December 8, 1910.

NEWS FROM THE OCCIDENT.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

B oston, Ma s s .—This Assembly was brought very near to the 
Spirit of Abdul-Baha a few Sundays ago, when Miss Alice M. 
Buckton of London, England, visited us and addressed the meet
ing. Sirs. Buckton was in Acca a few months ago for a fo rt
night. She has come forth from th a t Rose-garden carrying the 
choicest flowers which are lovingly shared with all. His bene
diction upon her is fe lt everywhere she goes.

Mr. Stauwood Cobb of the W ashington (X). C.) Assembly, has 
been with us twice during the holiday season and has brought 
us inspiration and the Spirit of the Washington Assembly. Miss 
Ella Robarts, from New York, was also in Boston, for a Sunday 
and added her Bahai sp irit to our little  group. These glimpses 
we have from other Assemblies from time to tim e are a source 
of great joy and thanksgiving.

Greeting and love to all of the believers everywhere, and our 
earnest prayer is th a t through our unity, love and harmony, we 
may make ‘'s tra igh t and right the way” th a t Abdul-Baha may 
be w ith us a t the Chicago Convention, and th a t th a t v isit may 
witness the laying of the cornerstone of the Mashrak-el-Azkar.

Evidences of “ awakenings”  are apparent on all sides.
Grace Robarts.

Chicago., I I I .— Mr. Charles H. Greenleaf has been conducting 
the Sunday meetings during his month’s stay  in town.

Mr. Charles Scheffler has returned from a few weeks’ v isit to 
Germany.

The la s t nineteen-day tea of the Woman’s Assembly of Teach
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ing was held a t the home of Mrs. Eva W. R ussell; falling on 
Sunday afternoon there was a goodly gathering of gentlemen as 
guests. The reports of the officers were most interesting and 
spoke well for their zeal and untiring work. Letters have been 
received by the Corresponding Secretary from Japan, Resht, 
Yazd, Teheran, Bombay, Honolulu and Shiraz, all bearing loving 
greetings to the friends throughout America.

The Bahai Sunday school was given a holiday party  on De
cember 26th, presents were distributed to the children and a 
joyous sp irit prevailed. A supplication to Abdul-Baha was 
signed by every one present, to be forwarded through our 
brother, Dr. Zia Bagdadi. Louise R. Waite.

Cin c in n a t i, Oh io .— When the glorious glad-tidings reached 
Cincinnati of the probable v isit to America of Abdul-Baha, a 
new life-giving breeze was wafted and all arose as never before 
in love and unity, and from the lips came forth, “ Praise be to 
God!” th a t he looks upon America with favor. 0  dear co
workers in all parts of the land, w hat an impetus to service in 
building the Mashrak-el-Azkar and in loving service to all hu
manity ! We pray God if  he should come, each beloved one in 
America be granted the blessed privilege to enter his presence 
in an a ttitude so selfless th a t his rejoicing be unceasing. Bahai 
love and greetings to all from the Cincinnati Assembly,

Annie L. Parmerton.
D enver , Colo.— Mrs. E. J. Bell, Aurora, Colo., holds a group 

meeting on Monday evenings. Mrs. George Haeberlie also holds 
a Bahai gathering every nineteen days a t her residence 2747 
W est Thirty-fifth Avenue. Ella T. Nash.

Gobleville, Mic h .— On Dec. 13th, the friends and rela
tives of Mrs. Ruddiman gathered a t her home to pay respect to 
her departed mother. The beautiful Bahai funeral service, 
conducted by Mr. Charles H. Greenleaf, who came from Chi
cago especially to serve in th a t capacity, created such an 
atmosphere of strength, comfort and peace, th a t many were 
attracted , and, a fter the interm ent and return  to the home, 
he was called upon to deliver the Message.

Los A ngeles, Calif .— The friends of the Assembly gath
ered Sunday afternoon, Dec. 18th, a t  the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Haney to consider m atters pertaining to the Cause for 
the ensuing year. An Executive Committee was appointed 
for the year, consisting of Messrs. Haney and Chase, Miss 
Wise and Miss Hammond of Pasadena and Mrs. Beckett of 
Tropico. I t  was decided to continue the monthly public meet
ings, which have been held in B lanchard H all on the first 
Sunday afternoon of each month, and also to hare  alternate 
meetings on Sunday afternoons a t the homes of believers, 
especially a t  the Haney home on the th ird  Sunday of each 
month.

On Sunday, Dec. 11th, the friends came from far and near 
to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Chase for a social Bahai gath
ering. On Monday, the 12th, the Unity F east was held a t the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Frankland in Tropico. The next Unity 
F east w ill be a t the home of Mr. and Mrs. Haney in Los 
Angeles. The friends of Pasadena and Tropico are working in 
happy unity  with those of Los Angeles for the progress of the 
Cause, all as one body of sincere believers.

The coming of Mr. and Mrs. Rice-Wray of Newark. N. J ., 
Mrs. Nash from Denver, and others, all earnest workers, to 
gether w ith the efforts of Madame Bethlen, tends to the more 
rapid spreading of knowledge of the G reat Message. Mrs. 
Nash, with her daughter Louise, has settled a t Eagle Rock, 
a delightful suburb of Los Angeles, where she is gathering 
in the neighbors to listen to the Glad-tidings. She holds 
meetings on Sunday afternoons a t 3 p. tn.. excepting the first 
Sunday of the month when they are held by all groups in
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Blanchard Hall. Mrs. E. B. Hading has recently come from 
Nebraska. She has been separated from all believers for
about ten years, but made i t  her first pleasure here to seek
and find the Bahai friends. The Bahai Revelation is a “ live 
w ire,” and when the real being of any soul has been once 
touched by its vitality , there is tru ly  no re s t in separation 
from it. This is being proved often by the coming to its
portals of those who have been afar from its  outward influ
ence. Two of our former Greenacre (Me.) friends were a t 
the gathering a t  the Chase home, and they showed as earnest 
an interest in the Cause and its  teachings as if  they had 
been associated w ith i t  during the years. A number of peo
ple are becoming interested in the wonderful Message and 
are coming again and again to hear its words of comfort and 
strength. The prospect for an increased and united Assem
bly in Los Angeles is excellent.

Thabet.
New  Y ork,  N. Y.—The regular weekly meetings are as fol

lows : Sunday mornings in Genealogical H all, 226 W. 58th
St. ; Sunday and Friday afternoons, classes for instruction, 
held by Mr. MacNutt, in the Bahai Home, 6 W. 90th St., 
where many are hearing the M essage; Friday evenings, the 
reading of the Word in Miss Thompson’s studio, 119 E. 19th 
St. ; a group meeting iu the Bronx, New York City, Sunday even
ings. In Brooklyn, Sunday evening meetings in the home of 
Mr. Frank Osborne, 1076 Bergen St., and a meeting one 
evening during the week in the home of Miss Foote, 547 Han
cock St. In  Newark, N. J ., weekly meetings are held, on 
Wednesday evenings in the home of Mr. Hooper H arris, 1180 
South Broad St. Much in terest is being manifested in these 
meetings.

A beautiful F east was held on the evening of Dec. 31st, 
1910, in the Bahai Home, given by Mrs. Hoar of Fanwood, 
N. J ., seventy of the believers being present, some even com
ing very la te  in order to be there. As in the Feasts given 
in Acca, a long table was spread, many precious Tablets were 
read, several addresses made, and Mirza Raffle chanted a Tab
le t which he had recently received. The friends reluctantly 
parted a t a la te  hour, with “ New Y ear’s Greetings’’ to one 
another. Our dear sister, Mrs. Wilhelmina Logie, has charge 
of the Bahai Home and is giving her entire time and service 
to it. At a meeting of the subscribers the following Bahai 
Home Committee was appointed: Mr. W. H. Hoar, chair
m an; Mr. E. B. Kinney, treasurer; Mrs. I. D. Brittingham , 
secretary.

For several years some of our New York brothers have been 
considering an organization of the men for active service in 
the Cause of God, and the communication upon this subject, 
by Mr. Remey, in the Bahai New s of Aug. 20th, 1910, focal
ized th is thought, the result of which is the founding of a 
“ Brotherhood of B aha,” which its  members hope will spread 
both nationally and internationally. I t  is founded upon the 
Word of God, and its  aim is harmony, as servants of the 
Covenant of God, and collective effort for the up lift of man
kind.

Mr. Percy Woodcock and family expect to sail for Egypt, 
January  7th.

Miss Buckton, our Bahai sister from London, England, will 
present to the public during the present month her Mystery 
Play, “ Eager H eart” * which 'is a symbolic progress of the 
Christ Child every two thousand years. I t  is dedicated “ To 
the Glory of God in the Service of L ife.”

Isabella D. Brittingham.

♦This play has met w ith much favor in England.



6 B A H A I  N E W S

P h iladelphia , Pa .— The work in our city is manifesting 
results and two new homes have been opened in which to 
hold meetings.

On Dec. 18th we were favored by a v isit from Mrs. Marie 
L. Botay of New York City, and on Dec. 22d, Mr Stanwood 
Cobb of Boston gave us a very interesting address. He has 
visited Acca and other parts of the world and had much to 
tell us.

Miss Edna McKinney, formerly of Chicago, is now in Phil
adelphia and expects to make i t  her home. We are very 
glad to have her w.ith us a t  our meetings.

Anyone passing through our city will be welcomed by the 
believers of our Assembly. We have two regular meetings 
every week and commemorate the nineteen-day feast; also we 
hold a business meeting once a month.

Jessie E. Revell.
Seattle, W a s h .— A beautiful meeting was held a t the

home of Mrs. Geary on tile 20th. I t  had been agreed .at the 
Sunday meeting previous to write a holiday le tte r to the ab
sent members of the Assembly, so each one of the believers 
present was assigned the privilege of w riting to  an absent 
member. These le tters were combined into one and read and 
all signed it, making the communication one of unity. This 
was indeed a joyous gathering, and the meeting closed by 
reciting in concert the “ first commune.”

We are endeavoring to organize an Assembly in Tacoma
where in terest is being m anifested; also another Assembly 
in Everett, where one of the friends is building a home.

Mrs. Laura Luther of Ornak, is working very strenuously 
in the Cause there. Mr. Dirk Verloop has undertaken , jour
neys from town to town in the more isolated districts and is 
delivering the Message to all who will listen.

Mr. D. D. Babcock is quite isolated in a  d istan t lumber 
camp, but we are sure he is not idle. Mr. Finch, for the 
past month, has been going to Tacoma and returning to Seat
tle every day by boat. This gave him an opportunity to give
the Message, which he availed himself of with great success.
Everyday he found some one who would listen and several 
evinced evident interest.

We have distributed about 8,000 “ Commands of Abdul- 
Baha,”  200 of my “ Notes,” 50 of Mrs. Goodall’s  “ Notes,” 
and other litera tu re  in like measure. We are also contrib
uting to an orphan home here, helping the needy, visiting the 
sick and doing whatever our hands find to do for the advance
ment of the G reat Cause.

Ida A. Finch.
W a sh ing to n , D. C.— The meetings of the Assembly are being 

well attended, and the sp irit of Unity is evidenced and power
ful. The friends are bending every effort toward adding to the 
Mashrak-el-Azkar fu n d ; the ladies are taking orders for fancy 
work, and report substantial receipts incident to the holiday sea
son. Everyone is helping, and in this way, not only is the fund 
growing, but w hat is more im portant, the solidarity of the 
Assembly is enhanced.

Special meetings since the la s t report have been the Unity 
Feasts of Nov. 23d and Dec. 12th, and the Fete  Day of 
Abdul-Baha on Nov. 26th. The Unity Feasts were well a t
tended, and particularly  help fu l; th a t of Dec. 12th was given 
a t  the Conservatory of Music and attended by the colored 
believers and inquirers, a considerable number of whom evi
denced their continued in terest by their presence.

The Fete  Day, Saturday, Nov. 26th, was a memorable oc
casion. For this meeting the spacious parlors a t  1013 L 
Street, where our regular meetings were held prior to the 
removal to the present location, were made available, through 
the courtesy of Miss Stamper and Mrs. Smith. The meet
ing was given by the friends now in Washington, who have
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had the blessed privilege of a v isit to the Holy City. The la 
dies decorated the room most attractively. A long table, ex
tending the length of the parlor, provided seats for thirty- 
two, and chairs for a t least twice th a t number were on the 
sides, so th a t the attendance was well over 100. A garland 
of smilax was suspended over the table, which was further 
decorated w ith chrysanthemums and other flowers, and with 
candelabra, the lights from which len t a fairylike aspect to 
the scene. Each pilgrim present narra ted  an experience of
the v isit which had proven particularly  im pressive; sev
eral of the friends who were not with us, had sent le t
ters, and these were read. The following were present or 
represented: Mrs. Aseyeh A llen; Mrs. Louise Dixon Boyle;
Mrs. Emily D ixon; Mrs. Eleanor Dixon D oyle; Mrs. J. C. 
deLagnel; Mrs. Joseph H. H annen; Miss F. A. Knobloch; 
Mirza Ali ICuli K h an ; Mirza Ahmad Sohrab; Mirza Faraju llah  
K h an ; Dr. Ameen ITllah F a reed ; Mr. Stanwood Cobb; Dr. E. 
C. G etsinger; Mr. Joseph H. I-Iannen; Mr. F . J . Phelps, and 
Mr. Charles Mason Rem ey; these were the speakers, and
their experiences brought the audience close indeed to the 
Sacred Presence! A t the close of the meeting, copies of the 
Misses Knobloch’s and Mrs. F inch’s notes were presented 
as a souvenir.

A valued visitor recently was Mr. Howard Struven, now 
again located in Baltimore, whose narration of experiences in 
his trip  around the world w ith Mr. Remey proved most help
ful.

Mrs. Marie A. Watson is now with us, her address being 
804 B Street, S. W., care Mrs. Allen. Miss M. A lthea Dorr 
is also spending the w inter season here.

On Sunday, Dec. 11th, our dear sister, Miss Mayo, passed 
suddenly into the higher life. Bahai services were held on 
Tuesday evening following. Our loving sjunpathy is extended 
to brother A rthur D. Mayo, whose mother departed this life 
a few months ago. Both were believers, and the joy prom
ised to the fa ithfu l is theirs. For us is the sorrow of the 
empty chair and the vacant p lace!

The practical demonstration of the value of effort toward 
a definite end, afforded by the Mashrak-el-Azkar fund, should 
be an incentive to continued effort everywhere. The most 
conservative estim ate places the number of active Bahais in 
this country a t over 2,000. I f  every one were to contribute 
one dollar weekly, we should have two thousand dollars every 
seven days, or more than one hundred thousand dollars in the 
course of a year! This should be1'possible as an average. Let 
no one hesitate because of the smallness of individual con
tributions. Remembering the great goal, which is nothing 
less than the presence of Abdul-Baha on our shores, le t every
one strive during the coming year to complete the under
taking. This will be a demonstration of Unity which the 
world cannot overlook.

Joseph H. Hannen.

CONVERSATIONAL PERSIAN TAUGHT BY 
CORRESPONDENCE.

The Bahai Correspondence School teaches Persian by simple 
lessons and phonographic records. Each pupil receives all 
necessary individual help and attention through a system of 
w ritten lessons and criticisms. No Persian w ritten  characters 
are u sed ; the English letters only are employed and pronuncia
tions expressed in English characters. Many are taking advan
tage of this system, both in Europe and in America.

For particulars address MIRZA S. M. R A FFIE , S. B ., 729 
Livingston Hall, Columbia University, New York City, U. S. A.
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1 s t..................
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BAHAI CALENDAR.
N A M E F IR S T  DAYS

4 th .................. 17
5 th ................. 5
e th .................. 24
7 th .................. 13
8 th ................. 1
9 th .................. 20

10 th .................. 8
11 th .................. 27
12 th .................. 16
13 th .................. 4
I4 th .................. 23
1 5 th .................. 12
16 th ................ 31
17 th ................ 19
18 th ..................

Pour intercalary days.
7

19 th ................ 2
(Month of fasting.)

Our Persian section this issue contains a Tablet to 
the Cincinnati (O.) Bahai Assembly revealed, prob
ably, in  1900, and an article, on Universal Bahai Unity 
showing the power and influence of the Bahai Cause 
in  uniting  various nations and religions. This a r t i
cle contains quotations from the Tablets of Ba h a ’o’ 
lea h  and Abdul-Baha bearing upon this im portant 
subject and also answers the false statem ents concern
ing this great Cause, made in one of the Persian 
newspapers recently printed in Mashad, Persia.
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN  AMERICA.
When the friends gathered again in the fall after 

the usual scattering for the summer months i t  was 
found the contributions were coming in  very slowly 
for the Mashrak-el-Azkar fund. Th e Executive Soar'd 
of Bahai Temple Unity m et early in October and 
sent out a  call to  the friends through the pages of 
the B a h a i  N e w s . Statem ents of the financial condi
tion have followed each month and the Financial 
Secretary is glad to  be able to  report to  th e  friends 
th a t  from Maine to California, and Canada to F lor
ida, the friends have arisen to  meet the January  
note. I t  was not un til Christmas day, however, when 
a  contribution from the Assembly of Seattle, W ash
ington, was received and our receipts amounted to 
$788 and our deficit was $742, th a t  the Temple Unity 
found itself delivered from a deficit by one of the 
noblest efforts of united arising we believe history 
has ever known. Since the first general Convention 
in March, 1909, the Executive Board has paid off 
$20,000 on the Mashrak-el-Azkar site, leaving only a 
mortgage of $12,500—which was already on the land 
when secured and which was extended for two years.

Abdul-Baha says: “In  Eshkabad, the  believers of
God made the erection of the Temple conducive to  
affinity and unity, so th a t it  really became the cause 
of Oneness of the Word. Ye also make the erection 
of the Temple in  America conducive to  the Unity 
and Oneness of th e  believers, of the maid-servants 
and servants of the Merciful, so th a t in one thought, 
one aim they engage themselves in the building of 
the Temple.”

From the above words i t  is clear th a t the great 
U nity being formed by the Mashrak-el-Azkar will be 
the magnet to a ttra c t to  America a  visit from Abdul- 
Ba'ha. Therefore, le t us continue to strive and sacri
fice for th is noble Edifice and prepare i t  to be dedi
cated by his presence.

The Executive Board extends to  all its deepest 
gratitude for their noble support in this critical time.

Cormnn True.
The price of the Bahai Hymns— a collection of ten songs, 

the words and music by Mrs. Louise R. Waite— has been re
duced from twenty cents to ten cents per copy. The proceeds 
from the sale of these hooks are devoted to the Mashrak-el- 
Azkar fund. Orders should be sent to the composer. 5217 
Winthrop Avenue, or to the Bahai Publishing Society. P. O. Box 283, 
Chicago, III.
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MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF BAHAI 
TEMPLE UNITY.

Mr. M ountfort Mills, President, 327 W est End Ave., New 
York, N. Y.

Mrs. Annie L. Parmerton, Vice-President, 543 Mitchell Ave., 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, Secretary, R. F . D. 35, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin.

Mrs. Corinne True, F inancial Secretary, 5338 Kenmore Ave., 
Chicago, 111.

Mr. A rthur S. Agnew, Treasurer, 2406 Smalley Court, Chi
cago, 111.

Mr. Albert II. H all, Legal Adviser, 723-726 New York Life 
Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn.

Mr. William H. Hoar, Fan wood, N. J.
Mr. Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 8th St., N. W., Washington, D. C.
Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, 104 Wall St., New York, N. Y.
Trustees— Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, Mrs. Corinne True, Mr. 

A rthur S. Agnew.
Architecture and Building Committee— Mr. A lbert H. Hall, Mr. 

Mountford Mills.
Ways and Means Committee— Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, C hairm an: 

Mr. Albert II. Hall, Mrs. Annie L. Parmerton, Mr. William 
H. Hoar, Mr. Joseph H. Hannen.

Honorary Members— Mr*. Helen S. Goodall, 1317 Jackson St., 
Oakland, Cal. ; Mr. Charles Mason Remey, 1527 New Hamp
shire Ave., Washington, D. C.

LETTER FROM TEHERAN, PERSIA.
TO T H E  S P IR IT U A L  A S S E M B L Y  O F F R U IT I 'O E T , M IC H .

0  kind friends—'May our souls be a  sacrifice to you!
Your dear le tte r of June 28th, 1910, received, and its

reading gave us a world of happiness. As you had w ritten in 
the Persian language our correspondence became very much 
wider, and now at the top of our voices we address you 
and say: “ May all your hours be full of joy, because you 
made us jo y fu l!”

I f  you desire to inquire about our Assembly in this coun
try  : Everything is very good through the Divine blessing.
In these days many of the respected and im portant souls 
have realized the value of the physical and sp iritual phases 
of this blessed Cause and have accepted tlie same.

Our Assembly, which is called “ M ahfali-M urattab,” is com
posed of nineteen members. I ts  program as derived from 
the order of the Blessed Perfection (Exalted is H is Great 
Glory!) and Abdul-Baha (may the soul of existence be a sac
rifice to h im !). We meet once a w eek; we open our meet
ing first by reading the Tablet which was revealed for us 
la st year and which contains supplications for confirmations 
from the Divine Threshold to our Assembly. After the read
ing of the Tablet, we begin our discussion and consultation.

We correspond with most of the centers in Persia and with 
the im portant cities of Europe aud w ith some cities in Amer
ica. In this manner we get our information about the prog
ress of the Cause, and then spread i t  to other parts. One 
of the recent events which we think is im portant enough to 
mention to you is th is : About three months ago two of the
firm and steadfast believers, Aga Seyed Abdul Hussein Ar- 
destani and Aga Muza Assadollah Fazil Mazandarani, bad per
mission from Abdul-Baha to go to Nadjief (a sacred spot 
near Bagdad) and teach in the Cause of God. I t  happened 
th a t these two friends arrived in th a t place a t the time when 
the chief Mohammedan priest was shot by an unknown hand. 
But through the power of God, which overcame this action, 
they were set free and have returned to this city and all the 
friends were glad to see them.

The Members of Mahfali-Murratab of Teheran3 Persia.
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TABLETS FROM ABDUL-BAHA.

TO THE FRIENDS OF GOD AND TH E MAID-SERVANTS OF 
THE M ERCIFUL IN NEW YORK CITY.

Upon them be Baha-el-A b h a  ! 

h e  i s  g o d !

0 ye real friends and beloved maid-servants of God!
Your letter, through the maid-servant of God, Dr. 

Clock, was received and perused. Its  contents im 
parted the utm ost joy and happiness, for i t  indi
cated your advancement to the Kingdom of God, a t
traction  w ith the love of God and supplication and 
prayer in  the Threshold of God.

The friends and maid-servants of the Merciful 
m ust render service to the oneness of the human 
world and show love and affinity to  all the children 
of men. They m ust deal w ith the utm ost devotion, 
good-will, love and kindness w ith all the communi
ties, religions and sects. Their aim  and their work 
m ust be th a t  the tree of their existence produce good 
fru its—and no fru it is greater than  love and kind
ness tow ard all humanity. His Highness B a h a ’o’l l a h  
addressing the world, says: “Ye are a ll the leaves
of one tree and the fru its  of one branch.” There
fore, the law of relationship, brotherhood, kinship, 
fatherhood and motherhood is established and proven 
among all the families of the human race. Endeavor 
ye w ith all your hearts and souls so th a t ye may live 
and act in accord wdth these teachings of His High
ness B a h a ’o’l l a h  ; to become an asylum to every op
pressed one; to  assist and up lift every vanquished 
one; to be a skilled physician to every sick one; to 
bestow a swift healing antidote to every wounded 
one; to inspire w ith confidence every fearful one; 
to g ran t tranqu illity  and composure to every agitated 
one; to gladden the heart of every depressed one; 
to become a salubrious w ater to  every th irs ty  one; 
heavenly food to every hungry one; to become the
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cause of glory to every fallen one and be charitable 
to  all the poor ones.
Beware ! Beware ! lest ye offend any heart !
Beware! Beware! lest ye h u rt any soul!
Beware! Beware! lest ye deal unkindly toward any 

person !
Beware ! Beware ! lest ye be the cause of hopeless

ness to  any creature!
Should any soul become the cause of grief to any 

heart or despondency to any soul, it  is better for him 
to hide himself in the lowest s tra ta  of the earth  than 
to  walk upon the earth. Should any soul desire the 
abasement of his kind, undoubtedly his non-entity 
is better for him, for his non-existence is better than 
his existence and his death better than  his life.

Therefore, my advice to  you is, endeavor as much 
as ye can to show kindness toward all men, deal w ith 
perfect love, affection and devotion w ith all the in 
dividuals of humanity. Remove from amongst your
selves racial, patriotic, religious, sectional, political, 
commercial, industrial and agricultural prejudices, 
so th a t you may become freed from all human restric
tions and become the founders of the structures of the 
oneness of the world of humanity. All the countries 
are one country; all the nations are the children of 
one Father. The struggle for existence among the 
ferocious wolves has become the cause of all these 
differences and strifes; otherwise the expanse of the 
world is spacious and the table of the Bounties of 
the Almighty is spread in all the regions.

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABH A !
( Signed)  Ab d u l-Ba h a  A b b a s . 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Nov. 11, 1910.

TO DR. FAREED.
Upon h im  be Baha-el-ABHA! 

h e  i s  god!
0  thou servant of the Blessed Perfection!

Your epistle dated October 30th reached me a t 
Ramleh. * * * Regarding my coming to  Amer
ica and the assignment and preparation of homes or 
of places for me, I  wrote a le tter not long since 
through you to  the m aid-servant of God Lua (Get- 
singer) wherein I  mentioned th a t abiding places in 
the hearts are needed ; th a t is, the beloved in  America 
m ust become united and assembled in  love so th a t it
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may prove a magnet to  a ttra c t Abdul-Baha. Thus 
will I  journey to America w ith perfect love and zeal. 
When a  frag ran t breeze reaches my nostrils I  will 
certainly coine.

Convey my longing greetings to Mr. Kinney. Con
vey the utm ost love to  Mr. Lennon.

I  am hopeful through the bounty of God th a t the 
assemblies which were visited by you in the company 
of Lua will flourish and grow in the spread of the 
glad-tidings.

Regarding the beloved and the maid-servants of 
the Merciful in New York, and their securing a home 
in My Name wherein they gather together—in real
ity  I am present among them in life and heart 
though absent in body. * * *

Upon thee be greeting and praise!
(Signed) A bd u l-Ba h a  A b ba s .

TO H IS HONOE, MIRZA AHMAD SOHEAB.
Upon him be B a h a ’o’l l a h -EI-A b h a  !

HE IS  g o d !

0  thou real beloved!
The le tter which thou hast w ritten  in regard to 

the happiness and joy, beatitude and rejoicing of the 
American believers concerning the tr ip  of Abdul- 
Baha to  the country of Joseph of Canaan, and like
wise their expectation of my going to America was 
perused. However, the la tte r event is depended upon 
several conditions which are already explained in a 
former Tablet. The attractive power is necessary.

We m ust all w ith the utm ost joy and cheerfulness 
sacrifice our lives for the T ru th! Consider how I 
have left aside a thousand works and w ith the g reat
est a ttraction  am w riting to thee w ith my own hand; 
so th a t in every moment thou m ayst raise a wave 
and in devotion in the Love of God and the spending 
of thy life in the Cause, thou m ayst make every 
possible effort.

I  have w ritten  a  Tablet w ith my own hand for the 
S tar of the West. P rin t i t  in  its pages.*

Upon thee be Baha!
( S i g n e d )  Ab d u l -Ba h a  A b b a s .

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Solirab, December 24, 1910.

♦See Tablet on editorial page.
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ABDUL-BAHA IN  EGYPT.
Fourth of a series of special news items pertaining to the so

journ of Abdul-Baha in Egypt.

A CALL TO TH E AMERICAN BAHAIS.
F liO M  M O H A M M E D  TA ZD I.

Praise be to  God! th a t Abdul-Baha has left the 
gloomy city of imprisonment for the freedom of the 
world. His only aim is to teach and raise the Stand
ard of the Cause. When he was under the surveil
lance of the authorities in  Acca and confined to  a 
limited prison life, he created the sp irit of happiness 
and joy in every heart, and never complained, neither 
did he show distress or sadness on account of th a t 
imprisonment. When freedom was proclaimed in 
Turkey, a constitution declared, the prisoners set 
free, and a new era of brotherhood and good fellow
ship ushered in among the various sects, Abdul- 
Baha, while happy for the freedom of the people, 
longed for his own imprisonment. His opinion was 
th a t under a ll circumstances he ought to  serve the 
world of humanity, and while living in Acca he 
served i t  effectively, even though a prisoner ; but 
being freed, nothing was left for him to do in Acca, 
and, like a bird released from its cage, he soared to 
other climes and countries.

Abdul-Baha in all his divine characteristics, is 
intensely human and keenly alive to the joys and 
sorrows of existence. There is no one who feels 
more acutely the sufferings of hum anity than  he 
and no one loves his fellow-men more than  he. Here, 
in Alexandria, he lives exactly like other men; he 
goes into the stores, into the mosques, into the 
churches, into the schools and into the prisons. He 
converses ju s t as kindly and amiably w ith the hum 
blest man in the street as w ith the highest in the 
land. His matchless and magnetic kindness a ttrac ts 
all, whether ignorant or wise, rich or poor ; he is 
no respecter of persons and in some instances, a fter 
a half-hour’s conversation, his b itterest enemy has 
become his staunchest friend.

His coming into Egypt has added great enthusi
asm and zeal to the hearts of the friends. He has 
uplifted them from a state of comparative oblivion 
to a world-wide celebrity. He is no more a possible 
myth or a fable; he is there, standing “powerful, 
mighty and supreme!” The sun of his presence 
radiates the light of love and compassion ; people
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see him, feel the wonderful influence of his presence, 
ta lk  w ith him, walk w ith him as did the men of 
old walking w ith Jesus of N azareth along the shores 
of Galilee. They can no longer doubt him  and his 
Teachings.

When he first arrived in  Egypt, a g reat cry and 
clamor was raised by the representatives of the 
people (the newspapers). All were expressing opin
ions of Abdul-Baha. No one could form a ju s t 
and im partia l view of him. Facts were exaggerated 
and m isrepresentations abounded in every paper. 
One w riter expressed the opinion th a t Abdul-Baha 
hates all religions, th a t his followers throughout the 
world are very few, and th a t his Teachings are de
structive to  the well-being and prosperity of human 
society.

Such were the conditions when Abdul-Baha with 
his might and his glory, his meekness and humility, 
entered the land of Pharaoh. B ut lo ! after a short 
time the clouds of misrepresentation were dispelled 
and the light of reality  shone forth  w ith great splen
dor. So much so, th a t a t  present there is not one 
dissenting voice in the land of Egypt about the great
ness of Abdul-Baha. Moggatam, one of the most in 
fluential Arabic newspapers, in  a  long article of 
November 28, 1910, comes out valiantly  and defends 
in most eloquent terms the Teachings of Abdul-Baha. 
N ot being satisfied w ith this, the editor quotes from 
the Book of Akdas wherein B a i-i a ’o ’l l a h  commands 
all despotic rulers to lay aside their absolutism and 
accept the constitution and establish in  their king
doms the Houses of Justice. He even upbraids in 
the strongest terms the other newspaper writers, call
ing attention  to the responsibilities and duties of 
their positions—th a t is, to  m irror forth  facts and 
realities and not falsehoods and accusations. He 
says th a t every w riter has been reveling in a rio t
ous feast of exaggeration and derision; th a t they 
have gone beyond the lim it of politeness and cour
tesy, which attributes differentiate man from beast. 
Now, if we compare such articles w ith w hat first 
appeared concerning Abdul-Baha, we will find them 
as different as day from night.

Some people have expressed anxieties and fears 
because of Abdul-Baha’s possible v isit to  America; 
they th ink  th a t the newspapers w ill w rite sensa
tional articles and ridicule the Cause. Such people 
are very short-sighted. They have not realized deep
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ly, nor superficially, the force of Abdul-Baha’s pres
ence. N either have they dreamed of the magnetic 
influence of his Highness (ra ther his Kindness, 
ah, m e!) . He is a  man whose very appearance will 
solve all the perplexed anxieties of the visionaries 
of disaster. We as Bahais have nothing to be afraid  
of. We are the sp iritual physicians of the world; 
we are the torch-bearers of the ideal civilization; 
we are the teachers of the Kingdom of A b h a . 
Should we be afraid  to  receive the One who is the 
source of all our inspiration and all our light? 
America m ust raise a gladsome voice of sp iritual 
beatitude, spread a heavenly banquet and be pre
pared, for “he shall come as a th ief in the night.” 
F u ture  historians w ill record the coming of Abdul- 
Baha to  America as a great and momentous event. 
Broaden your vision and look into the future, when 
the nations of America shall celebrate, from one end 
of the continent to  the other, the anniversary of the 
day when Abdul-Baha set foot upon “the land of the 
brave and the free!” Future generations will sing 
ip  anthems and songs the resplendent glory of such 
a day. Children will be taugh t to respect and lore 
th a t day. America is on the threshold of a great 
sp iritual awakening, and i t  m ust arise to  fulfil the 
responsibilities of such a wonderful and glowing 
promise. Abdul-Baha has w ritten  to you in sev
eral Tablets th a t he w ill come as soon as the 
friends in th a t country are united as bands of 
steel or a  golden chain of life. Now i t  depends 
upon you. You m ust show to the world th a t you 
are united, th a t you are worthy to  receive him 
in your m idst. Let not th is opportunity slip from 
your grasp. Arise, work, band together, remove 
the difficulties from his path. This day is not 
for fre tting  and discontentment, nor imagining the 
possibility of ridicule by the masses.. Have you not 
faith  in him? Has he not grappled w ith and solved 
the greatest problems for the past sixty years ? Has 
he not conversed w ith the wisest men of the age? 
Again we say, prepare the way for his coming! Let 
not your minds be troubled w ith outside questions. 
He is able to  change the ridicule into praise, the 
enmity into friendship and the derision into exalta
tion. W hen he arrived in A lexandria we were not 
prepared to  receive him. There is no need of pre
paring houses and establishments for his reception; 
the probability is th a t he w ill take a place for him
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self when he arrives. The first thing th a t he did 
when he arrived in A lexandria was to take a house, 
and all the friends from far and near flocked around 
him. He does not w ant your houses and palaces, 
but your hearts. Prepare your hearts, purify your 
hearts, cleanse your hearts, th a t he may find a place 
there in !

The life of Abdul-Baha is simple; his a ttitude is 
humble; his needs are very few. You th ink  th a t if 
he should come to America you m ust have a house 
prepared and surround him w ith luxuries of modern 
civilization. F ar from it! W ith love, unity  and 
harmony, shining like stars of heaven in your midst, 
a little  cottage is greater than  the im perial palace 
of the kings. All through his life his sole purpose 
and aim has been to spread the fragrances of God, 
to serve the Kingdom of A b iia , and to sacrifice him
self for the good of the world. He has done all 
tnese ; nay, rather, his services to man cannot be 
measured by any criterion. His life, like unto a 
tempestuous sea, is ever in motion, casting pearls 
of significance and tru th  upon its shore. Hum anity 
owes to  him a debt th a t can never be paid w ith 
money or gratitude. Notw ithstanding all he has 
done for the world, hearken to  w hat he says in a 
recent Tablet:

“The invisible hand has opened the doors, and ivis- 
dom requires that Abdul-Baha hasten to the country 
of Egypt; for he is infinitely ashamed and chagrined 
that he has not yet been assisted in servitude. Per
chance, through traveling in this land, he may be 
assisted in the future to some small service. Woio 
we are living in the country of Oanaan and are sup
plicating day and night at the Threshold of Merci
fulness and beg confirmation and assistance for the 
friends of God, so that all of us may participate 
and become partners in the servitude of the Holy 
Threshold and be aided in accomplishing one serv
ice.” ( Signed) M o h a m m ed  Y a z d i.

F R O M  M R . S Y D N E Y  S PR A G U E .

A t present, I  am in A lexandria w ith Abdul-Baha, 
who has given me many supplications from America 
to tra n s la te ; also Mrs. Ford’s new book, “The Ori
ental Bose,” which I am transla ting  w ith Mirza 
Mahmud of India. The book is finely w ritten  and 
ought to be of great help in  a ttrac ting  people to the 
Cause. I  notice Mrs. Ford gives the number of ori
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ental Bahais as twelve millions. A movement which 
is growing every day cannot have statistics. No one 
knows how many there are, and to  make a sta te 
m ent th a t there are many millions only opens ns to 
criticism. If  we are asked the number of Bahais in 
the world, is i t  not better to  reply th a t i t  is impos
sible to know, and th a t we care much more about 
the quality of the believers than  the quantity? This 
is the policy of Abdul-Baha, as the following incident 
will show:

Two nights ago, an American journalist, Mr. W il
liam  Ellis, representing The Continent, came especial
ly to A lexandria to  interview Abdul-Baha. I t  was 
my privilege to be the transla to r on th is occasion. 
One of the first questions Mr. E llis asked w as: 
“How many followers have you?” The answer was: 
“We have no statistics and we do not consider these 
things im portant. I t  is the quality of the believers 
we care for. If  a few are characterized w ith the 
attributes of God and live according to  the divine 
Teachings, it  is praiseworthy. Five diamonds are 
worth more than  five million stones.” Again the 
journalist asked: “Have you not many followers in
America?” “ I have a few  friends in different cities 
who love me,” was the reply. “Is i t  not true  th a t 
half of Persia is Bahai ?” persisted the journalist. 
“No; i t  is not,” replied Abdul-Baha,, “bu t many 
there who are not Bahais, are influenced by our 
Teachings,” “Are there not many followers in the 
Turkish Em pire?” “No,” and again Abdul-Baha 
reiterated the non-importance of numbers. The jou r
nalist seemed very much taken aback. He evidently 
expected Abdul-Baha to boast of a large following. 
W nat an example Abdul-Baha has set us!

Then Mr. Ellis asked briefly: “W hat are the Teach
ings of the Bahai Revelation and in  w hat does i t  
differ from other religions ?” Abdul-Baha replied: 
“While all the other religions are hating  and de
nouncing each other, the Bahais are the friends of 
all religions and the lovers of all peoples, and their 
aim  is to unite and harmonize all.” There were many 
other questions which drew forth  wonderful, illum 
inating explanations from Abdul-Baha. I  have not 
the time to write them now, but be on the lookout 
for an account of this interview in The Continent. 
Mr. Ellis is on his way to  Persia to w rite articles 
about th a t country, so he may w rite of the Cause 
there.
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There are two interesting English persons here, a 
Mr. and Mrs. Atwood, a t one tim e prominent sp irit
ualists in London. As Mr. Atwood is slightly par- 
alized, Abdul-Baha went to see them, much to their 
great joy. They are now eager to serve the Cause.

There are pilgrims here from Persia, Russia, India 
and England, and every night we meet in Abdul- 
Baha’s house and our cups are filled to overflowing. 
His health is good. When Mr. Ellis asked him if 
he was benefited by the change of air, he replied: 
“Certainly, one who has been a prisoner for forty 
years m ust be benefited to  breathe another a ir.” I  
thought to myself, can we Bahais realize wdiat those 
forty  years mean? The Christians th ink  so much 
of the forty days Jesus fasted in the wilderness and 
observe a penitential season to commemorate th is ; 
bu t forty years—for every day a y e a r!

(Signed ) Sydney Speaot.t :.

NEWS PROM THE ORIENT.
BURMA.

Rangoon.— We are pleased to acknowledge w ith thanks the 
receipt of copies of the booklet in Persian pertaining to the 
second convention of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America, and 
we w ish ' to express our deep sense of appreciation of the 
valuable service rendered to the Cause. The long lis t of cit
ies where these booklets have been sent show conclusively the 
wide range of th is  noble work in the Vineyard of Abha . We 
also tender our sincerest thanks for sending us regularly the 
Bahai News of all issues up to th is  date.

The English language is understood more universally by the 
Indian public than any particular Indian dialect, which is 
spoken only by the people residing w ithin a certain local area. 
Hence, having regard to the countless dialects, the importance 
of delivering the Message in English is quite manifest. We 
tru s t this will explain the necessity of American or English- 
speaking teachers in India and Burma. A Tablet to this effect 
published in No. 11 issue of the Baiiai News has been read 
by us with g reat delight and we earnestly hope our Western 
Bahai brothers w ill respond to the call of the hour and ere 
long take some practical measures in this direction.

The Cause here is growing day by day. Janabe Syed M ustafa 
Roumie has very successfully sown seeds in Upper Burma, which 
we hope will fructify  before long. The school a t Deadnow looks 
very promising, and if  i t  can be brought under the excellent 
arrangements of the Persian-American Educational Society, many 
happy results w ill undoubtedly ensue and the boys and girls, 
when properly trained, will not only prove themselves highly 
useful members of the Bahai society, but also become good 
citizens, and thus the Movement will he looked upon with favor 
by the Government. The number of students is swelling re 
markably, and we are thinking of rebuilding the  school prem
ises, covering a larger area. The sight of the boys and girls, 
the ir Bahai greetings, and the earnestness with which they 
take interest in the Cause, is very impressive. The school, as 
i t  is situated close to the Mashrak-el-Azkar of Kunjangon, has 
proved a great a ttraction  to many.
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EGYPT.
P ort Said.— Many pilgrims from different pa rts  of the 

world are arriving and leaving here for Alexandria to meet 
Abdul-Baha.

Letters received here from various parts give glowing descrip
tions of the progress and advancement of the Cause everywhere.

We have received the sad news of the death of Mohammed 
M ostafa Bagdadi, who lived for many years in Beirut, Syria. 
He was one of the earliest followers of the Bab and Baha- 
’o’llah . His countless services in many ways would fill

MOHAMMED MOSTAFA BAGDADI.

many pages. Throughout his life he was firm and full of 
zeal. H is house was a t  the disposal of all pilgrims and his 
services to them were invaluable. Many of the American 
friends, passing through Beirut to v isit Abdul-Baha in Acca 
and H aifa, bear testimony to the nobility of his sp irit and the 
strength of his character.

In  him the Cause has lost a great and useful servant. All 
loved and revered him and looked up to him as one of the 
sp iritual souls of the earlier days. H is winsome manner and 
gentleness of heart a ttrac ted  all those who came in contact 
with him and carried away the sweet fragrance of h is life.

He has le ft three sons, Hussein Ikbal, Ali Ihsan and Zia 
Bagdadi, who have studied modern sciences and are active 
servants in the Cause. Zia Bagdadi, who is loved and re
spected by all the friends for his earnestness and enthusiasm,
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is  a t present studying medicine in Chicago. ,We believe his stay 
in America will be to the advancement of the Cause and pray 
th a t he may become a  shining s ta r in the Kingdom of Aeh a .

INDIA.
B ombay.— Mr. V. R. Sindhe, B. A., the secretary of the 

Pearthana Samaj of th is  city, delivered a lecture recently on 
Bahaism, in M arathi, on the anniversary of the Pearthana 
Samaj. He gave the history of the Cause beginning with the 
Bab and ending w ith Abdul-Baha. He spoke very favorably 
and very justly . The lecture appeared in one of the M arathi 
newspapers in full. The Society is now contemplating p rin t
ing copies of i t  for free distribution. This, we believe, from 
a non-Bahai w ill help the Cause and a ttra c t many souls.

We are glad to be in touch w ith the W estern Bahais through 
the medium of the Star of the West. There is no doubt th a t 
i t  w ill make great progress in the future, for its  aim is pure 
and unselfish, and its  only desire is to serve the Bahais in all 
parts  of the world.

JAPAN.
T okyo.— Congratulations to the Star of the West for the 

great service i t  is  rendering to the Bahai Cause. The Islamic 
Fraternity wishes to thank its  contemporary for its  encourag
ing words.

The presence of Mr. Charles Mason Remey and Mr. Howard 
C. Struven in this p a rt of the world has been a great help. 
Many people became interested in the Bahai Revelation through 
Mr. Remey’s- public lecture.

PERSIA.
Bandar Ab b a s .—A copy of the report of the second conven

tion of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America was sent to us by 
Seyad Assadollah Gomi. We read i t  in our Assembly and be
came very happy, because of this great service rendered by 
those American friends. A t the conclusion of th is report we 
noted th a t a magazine is to be started  in America by the Ba
hais. We desire very much to subscribe for i t  and hope a few 
copies w ill be sent to us every month.

E s p h a n a n .— Mirza Anayetollah Sohrab has le ft th is city 
for Abade to organize the school for children. Being a grad
uate from the American College in Teheran, i t  is  hoped th a t 
he will organize the school along modern lines and much good 
may be the outcome.

We have ju s t heard th a t two of our American sisters have 
arrived a t  Teheran. We hope th a t through their endeavor 
and service the problem of women’s education* w ill find new 
inspiration in Persia.

We wish to insta ll a telephone system in th is city and any 
practical information pertaining thereto will be appreciated.

Gom.—'During the past week the affairs in th is  city have 
been very chaotic. Several times a mob has tried  to pillage 
the houses of the Bahais and to kill them. We have petitioned 
the governor to stop these persecutions, but nothing has as 
yet been forthcoming. They say th a t because the Bahais live 
in this city all blessings and prosperity have departed from 
them and they clamor for us to leave, threatening us severe 
persecution if  we do not do so. I t  is  three days since we 
have been closely confined in our houses and all doors of de
liverance are apparently closed. Because of these awful anx
ieties two of the Bahai children have died and three are very 
ill. Three times they have surrounded the houses and have 
tried  to destroy our lives and property, but the  police have 
prevented them. We pray th a t God in H is Bounty and Mercy 
may w aft the breezes of justice from the direction of the 
Kingdom of Abha ., and up lift the people of Persia with the 
sp irit of love and union.

Mash a d .— The booklet containing the news of the second 
annual convention for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America, was 
received and read in our different Assemblies, and i t  created 
great joy and happiness.______________________________________

C o n tin u ed  on P ag e  15
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Sta b  o f  t h e  W e s t .

This we believe to  be the wish of Abdul-Baha, who 
has revealed the following Tablet for th is publication:

Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha to the S tar of the 
West. The original, which is reproduced herewith, 
is in his own handw riting:

HE i s  OOD!

O thou S ta r of the W est!
Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Shouldst thou 

continue to  rem ain firm and eternal, ere long thou 
shalt become the S tar of the E ast and shalt spread 
in every country and clime. Thou a r t  the first paper 
of the Bahais which is organized in the country of 
America. Although for the present thy  subscribers 
are lim ited, thy  form is small and thy  voice weak, 
yet shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the ob
jec t of the attention  of the friends and the center 
of the generosity of the leaders of the faith  who are 
firm in the Covenant, in the fu ture  thy  subscribers 
w ill become hosts after hosts like unto the waves 
of the sea; thy  volume will increase, thy  arena will
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become vast and spacious and thy  voice and fame 
will be raised and become world-wide—and a t last 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of 
humanity. Yet all these depend upon firmness, 
firmness, firmness!

(Signed) A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Dee. 24, 1910.

R E P R O D U C T IO N  O P  O R IG IN A L  T A B L E T  TO  T H E  “ ST A R  O P  T H E  W E S T .”

The function of a “S ta r” is to  shine. Should the 
friends throughout the world comply w ith what is 
outlined in the foregoing Tablet and concentrate 
their wealth of heart, mind and goods upon i t  for one 
brief moment, its “rays” would become so intense 
th a t  i t  could penetrate and become effective in all 
regions .i

The appearance of this “S ta r” upon the horizon of 
the Cause is deeply significant a t  this time of the 
sojourn of Abdul-Baha in Egypt. God willing, it  
shall lead many searching and expectant souls to 
Him!

The news of disturbed conditions in some of the 
cities of Persia, especially Mashad, w ill be received 
w ith regret by all the friends in  the E ast and West. 
On behalf of all, we extend to  our persecuted sp irit
ual brothers and sisters, heartfe lt love and sympathy,
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and pray th a t these awful tests and ordeals w ill soon 
cease forever.

I t  is a  cause of astonishm ent tn a t there are s till to 
be found those who could be incited by such a  false 
and unfounded pretext th a t the Bahais are  against 
the parliam ent, when i t  is so generally known th a t 
the Bahai Revelation is on the side of law ful govern
ment and has proclaimed these principles in  its  
Books and Tablets for th e  past fifty years.

As to the misrepresentation th a t the B a h a i  N e w s  
contained articles against the constitution and gov
ernm ent: Prom the very first number, articles have 
appeared in  the Persian section, devoted to  the eluci
dation of the principles of the Bahai Revelation. 
H ad the Mohammedan clergy, who confiscated our 
paper, read these articles they would know th a t 
everything expressed therein is in  accord w ith the 
purest and noblest teaching of Mohammed, for we 
frequently quoted from his w ritings and traditions 
to  demonstrate our point.

Perm it us to ask a few questions of the clergy: 
Did Mohammed encourage ignorance? Did he teach 
men to kill the ir brothers? Did he instruct anyone 
to lay waste the homes of h is countrymen? Are not 
these Bahais your brothers ? Are they not your 
flesh and blood ? Should not brothers live together 
in peace and harmony, and save the country from 
disunion and disruption? Even we in the West, who 
have come to  believe in the Prophethood of Moham
med through the Teachings of B a h a ’o’l l a h , are per
plexed a t  such an in terpretation  of the teachings of 
the Prophet, and believe th a t  were the sp iritua l in 
sight opened you would behold Mohammed weeping 
a t  such injustice done in  his name! W hat has caused 
the friends in  the W est to  become the lovers of 
Persia? Is i t  not the Teachings of B a h a ’o’l h a h ? 
Could the Mohammedan clergy bring about th is 
union? Only the Power of God can thus transform  
the hearts! And if  i t  be the Power of God behind 
th is Movement, nothing can prevent i t  from accom
plishing its purpose, which is “the good of the world 
and the happiness of the nations; that all nations 
become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the 
bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men 
be strengthened; that diversity of religion cease and 
difference of race be annulled, and the Most Great 
Peace come!”
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In  the light of these Words of Ba h a ’o’lla h  ju s t 
quoted, it  is evident th a t  the Ba h a i New s , w hich is 
the proclaimer of His Teachings, has as its  motive 
the desire to serve and assist all nations and peoples 
in  a ttain ing this u ltim ate goal of the “Most Great 
Peace”—especially Persia, the dawning-plaee of the 
L ight in  th is G reat Day of God.

NEW S FROM  TH E O R IE N T.
C ontinued  from page 11

Eight copies of the same booklet were confiscated by the 
postal authorities and delivered to the head of the Mohamme
dan clergy ; also, the B ahai News was taken to the acting 
governor. The clergy raised a great cry, saying th a t they 
contained articles against the constitution of the government 
and demanded th a t al-1 Bahais should be expelled from the 
province; but the acting governor declined, saying, th a t if 
such a course were to be taken, thousands of persons would 
suiter from the consequences.

We have w ritten  a petition to the governor s tating  th a t if  
i t  is his desire th a t we leave Persia for foreign countries we 
will do it, but if he wishes us to  remain in our native coun
try , he should prevent these persecutions and put an end to 
such deplorable conditions of one day killing this one, another 
day expelling th a t one, another day pillaging the property of 
the Bahais, and then endeavoring to exonerate the perpetrators 
of such deeds; th a t these actions are against law and in con
tradiction to the fundamental principles of the constitution.

The head of the clergy has issued an edict, ordering th a t 
everything coming from America should not be delivered, and 
according to a report from Subsabzavar, the B ahai N ew s N o. 
11 is confiscated. The conditions are so bad th a t we have 
ceased to hold meetings except the sp iritual meeting and one 
for teaching. These difficulties, however, have increased the 
fire of enthusiasm and added to the zeal of the friends.

A certain man, who has institu ted  a small rebellion against 
the government and gathered around him a number of men, 
went, la s t week, to Faran, killed a policeman and sent a mes
sage to one of the prominent Bahais asking him to give him a 
thousand dollars or he would take his head and th a t of his 
son and send i t  to his chief as a gift. A fter much parleying, 
he agreed to  accept four hundred dollars and spare the heads, 
but with the understanding th a t he extort fifty dollars from 
every Bahai. Such are the awful persecutions we are under
going. They consider the killing of Bahais as the greatest 
worship of God, to pillage their property as lawful and to per
secute them as just.

Regarding our schools, the following incident will illustrate 
the s itu a tio n : We have lately heard th a t the Mohammedan
clergy of th is province are discussing the question of w ith
holding books of geography from the children, claiming they 
will become too fam iliar with the existing conditions in other 
parts  of the world, and th is  is harm ful to Islam. There is, 
therefore, no modern school for boys, much less for girls.

Naja f  A bad.— This is a town of twenty thousand inhabi
tan ts , situated about twenty miles from Esphahan. For years 
we have been a growing Bahai centre. Janabe Zain, the fa 
mous Bahai penman and disciple of B aha’o’ih a h , who de
parted th is life a few years ago and whose sons are the sec
retaries of Abdul-Baha, was a  native of this town. Recently 
we received a copy of the Bahai Ne w s ,  which created great 
activ ity  and happiness among us. In  order to be in touch 
w ith the news of the Cause, our Assembly has appointed 
Mirza Abdul Vahlab as correspondent, th a t we may w rite you 
every nineteen days. He has agreed to go to Esphahan every
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month • to receive the Bahai News and bring i t  to us. During 
the past few months, two of the believers visited Abdul-Baha.

Sem nan .— I t  was w ith great astonishment and happiness 
th a t we received copies of the 8tar of the West. We have 
wept tears of happiness for this great bounty and offer a 
hundred thousand thanks to  God th a t the sun of prosperity 
from the E ast has appeared from the West, and th a t i t  has 
become the dawning-plaee of the diffusion of the commands of 
God. We hope th a t through the endeavor of the American 
brothers and sisters, the sp irit of love and unity may be 
breathed into the body of the world, and the hosts of ignor
ance, blindness, pride and selfishness be discomforted. The 
signs of this hitherto  unheard of victory are manifest, in th a t 
H is verses are spread throughout the world to such an extent, 
th a t th is  means of communication became opened between the 
American cities and one of the smallest villages of Khorassan.

S hiraz.—-Two hundred copies of the booklets concerning 
the second convention for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in America, were 
recently received and widely distributed throughout the sur
rounding villages. The Star of the West has been regularly 
received and some of the friends have subscribed for it;

There is great internal confusion and trouble. The Jewish 
quarters have already been pillaged and many killed— their 
loss reaching one million and a half dollars. After the per
secution of the Jews the enemies started  to molest the Bahais. 
We have various committees but these troubles have affeetd 
the workings of these committees. Three nights ago a thief 
entered the house of Gholam Hossein Mirza and stole eighty 
dollars.

Lately, we have heard from Neiriz, a quarter of whose in 
habitants are Bahais, th a t an enemy has sent a man to gather 
revenues, w ithout any reason. This man has hounded and 
taxed the Bahais there to such a degree th a t the m ajority of 
them have been forced to leave the city and roam in the 
desert. Worse than tha t, the desert held no peace and se
curity for them, for as soon as they emerged into the open 
they were pillaged by bandits. This man killed and destroyed 
many Bahais la st y e a r; but this year when they fled into the 
mountains they were followed by the enemies, apprehended and 
brought back to the city. Being ordered to cut them to pieces, 
they found green grass in their stomachs. Thus, for days, 
having eaten nothing but grass, they became easy prey for 
these ruthless fiends. These are the conditions which many of 
the Bahais are enduring in various cities in th is  district.

Were we to w rite about the troubles and the vicissitudes of 
the friends in the villages and towns every heart would weep 
tears  of sorrow and sadness. The pen and tongue are power
less to express the awful suffering your sp iritual brothers and 
sisters m ust pass through. I t  is impossible for you who live 
in a country of freedom and comfort, to conceive, even faintly, 
how the believers bravely bear these hardships and trials. To 
an outsider these conditions are worse than D ante’s “ Inferno,” 
but to the spiritual soul, endowed with sp iritual insight, i t  is 
the bliss of Paradise.

Tabriz.— We have ju s t heard th a t Abdul-Baha has approved 
the publication of the Star of the West. Many believers were 
anxiously expecting to hear th is news and they are delighted 
th a t such an organ has been started  in the  West.

The booklet concerning the second M ashrak-el-Azkar con
vention was received and circulated throughout all parts of 
Azarbayajan. I ts  glowing contents and eloquent expressions 
have stim ulated us to greater activity and service. We pray 
th a t  the foundation of the Mashrak-el-Azkar of Chicago will 
soon be laid, thereby making the heart of Abdul-Baha glad.

There are two commercial possibilities here. One is the 
desire for all kinds of photographic appliances, 'kodaks, films, 
e tc . ; the other is the need for looms and machinery for weav
ing cotton and silk. We hope th a t through the medium of the 
Star of the West the commercial relations of the E ast and 
W est will be brought nearer together.
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Teh er a n .— The Orient-Occident Unity* committee are hold
ing business sessions every week and practical results have 
been accomplished. We have had to remove the school of 
T arb iat to larger and more commodious quarters, and have 
made a few changes and improvements in our methods of 
teaching. The department for g irls will soon be opened. At 
a feast, recently held in the school, all the students were 
treated with a bag of candies— a present from one of the 
American friends.

According to news received from Egypt, Mr. Sydney Sprague 
will not return and we desire another American teacher. We 
are sad indeed to lose our dear brother, for his services to 
th is school have been invaluable. I t  is essential for the prog
ress of the school and the advancement of the Orient-Occident 
Unity to have an American representative here.

The library of the school is well organized, the books re 
ceived from America are catalogued and anyone who so desires, 
may read them a t the library or take them home for a few days. 
We need a series of primers and a few books of geography 
containing maps and descriptions of all countries of the world.

The girls school of Saar Gabri Aga is progressing finely. 
Through the kindness of an American friend a new sewing 
machine has been donated which will be used to teach the 
girls in sewing. This school is also looking forward to the 
coming of a woman teacher from America.

A committee has been organized in th is  city to take up com
mercial m atters between Persia and other countries and to 
endeavor to bring about a greater economic and commercial 
interchange. This organization has w ritten to Washington, 
D. C., to learn the plans and aims of the commercial depart
ment of the Orient-Occident Unity.

Mirza Habibollah has ju s t arrived from Alexandria.

RUSSIA.
Bakou .— The news of the troubles in Mashad has ju s t reached 

us and they have asked us to communicate with the Star of the 
West so th a t i t  may take the necessary steps for the moral 
defense of our sp iritual brothers and sisters. They look upon 
i t  as their defender and expect i t  w ill arise to assist a t this 
crucial moment. There is great need of reforms in Persia, not 
only in the various governmental departments, but a higher 
reform is needed, which is the changing of brutal souls into 
human spirits, dogmatism into tolerance, religious form ality into 
holiness, and enmity into love.

A drama of the history of the Bab and B aha-’o-’llah  has 
been composed by an eminent lady -writer and dram atist. This 
book has created great interest among Russian poets and au
thors, and many people have been awakened by the call of this 
Great Revelation. After its publication several misrepresenta
tions were found therein which Abdul-Baha requested her to 
correct. Having done so. she received permission to go to 
Alexandria to visit him. On November 20th she gave a public 
lecture on the Bahai Revelation before a noteworthy gathering 
of authors, w riters, poets, philosophers, and a number of Rus
sian princes. Her eloquent words and forceful utterances cre
ated among her listeners, a powerful effect. On the following 
day many articles appeared in the newspapers commenting 
favorably upon her speech.

We were much interested in an article recently published in 
the 8tar of the West, concerning a universal Bahai language, 
in which an exposition of Esperanto was made. We are anx
ious to take up its study, and wish you to send us some text 
books and general information regarding it.

B atoum .— The eyes are brightened and the hearts are glad
dened through the appearance of the Star of the West. We

»Successor of the Persian-American Educational Society.
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hope th a t i t  may increase its size and number of pages and 
become an active force in enlightening public opinion in regard 
to the Bahai Revelation. The news of the organization of the 
Orient-Occident Unity has reached us and we are all anxious 
to receive a copy of its  constitution.

Sam arkand.— Through the appearance of the Star of the West 
a  new spirit has been infused into the hearts of the Oriental 
Bahais. Praise be to God! th a t  the Words of T ruth  are pro
mulgated, the friends and strangers become as one, and the 
principles of this Cause and the Teachings of this Universal 
Religion became known to all the inhabitants of the world. 
When th is publication appeared among us we realized the foun
dation of the Bahai community had been laid, for a commu
nity  w ithout a literary  organ is like an illiterate  man, who 
cannot express the thoughts of his mind and the emotions of 
his heart. We hope th a t through it, the E ast and the West, 
the North and the South become united, and th a t unity and 
love be established among the children of men, th a t all the 
believers of the earth  become like links of one chain and per
fume the nostrils like until a bouquet of hyacinths and roses.

Although, in the beginning, some difficulties may arise, yet 
w ith firmness great services will be accomplished, the seed 
will produce a harvest and the branch will grow into a mighty 
tree. God willing, the organizers of th is publication should 
not encounter many difficulties for undoubtedly all the Bahais 
will endeavor to support it, th a t i t  may become the first 
publication in the world.

We have four meetings every week, two for the public and 
two for the believers. Our women’s assembly is composed of 
energetic and loving souls and they are very anxious to cor
respond w ith their sisters in the West.

PERSIAN-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY.
Since the la s t report of the Society, published in the Bahai 

New s, there has been considerable activity  a t  headquarters. 
We desire to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered by 
Mr. Frank D. Clark, of Buffalo, who submitted a proposed Con
stitution, carefully indexed, and from which suggestions were 
embodied in the proposed plan of the Orient-Occident Unity.

The sub-committee on new Constitution and reorganization 
met on Saturday, October 22d, a t the apartm ent of Mrs. Coles. 
Following this, weekly meetings were held until the Consti
tution was ready. Copies of the d raft have been mailed to 
various interested friends, for their suggestions.

Circular le tters calling for books, etc., for the Library of 
the Tarbiat School, have been mailed broadcast, and all the 
friends are urged to contribute in th is manner toward the 
library in Teheran. News comes from th a t city to the effect 
th a t they are receiving books from America, and are number
ing and indexing them.

A weekly journal in Teheran, Civilization, recently devoted 
six pages to an account of the P. A. E. S. Also the news
paper Tchere Nema, of Cairo, in two recent numbers gives a 
complete account. The E ast is ju s t beginning to realize the 
immense energy and dynamic force stored in th is  association.

As the “ Temple Unity” Convention will be held during the 
la tte r part of April, 1911, i t  has been decided th a t the first 
annual meeting of the P. A. E. S. shall be called for the first 
Monday in May. A t th a t time the new Constitution will be 
submitted for adoption, and the officers for the ensuing year 
w ill be elected.

The friends in Shiraz advise ns th a t they wish to open a 
branch School of Tarbiat. The Society has promised to send 
them prim ary books on geography, mathematics, reading, etc., 
for twenty pupils. They have the funds for furniture, room, 
etc. All those desiring to help in this movement are asked 
to contribute small sums of money for these books, which
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should be purchased and mailed as soon as possible. The funds 
from active memberships are, according to the Constitution, de
voted to scholarships.

The new school for girls in Teheran is in the process of 
formation, and its  doors will soon be opened.

Consideration is now being given to an im portant subject, 
concerning which we desire the opinion of the friends in gen
eral, and some assurances of co-operation. Reference is had 
to a  plan of educating each year in America one Persian stu 
dent, under the auspices of the Society. I t  will be necessary 
to provide a home for this student, and any of the friends 
who are willing to support a scholar will greatly facilitate our 
work if  they will notify the Secretary. I t  is understood th a t 
the traveling expenses of the student will be defrayed by the 
friends in Persia. When we have the necessary assurance 
here, we can then draw up rules which will be a guide in 
choosing the holder of the scholarship. .For exam ple: (1) He
should know his own language well. (2) He should be recom
mended by the Executive Committee of the Association in Te
heran. (3) He should speak and w rite English sufficiently 
to  have no difficulty in making himself understood here. (4) 
H is traveling expenses are to be paid by the Persians friends. 
(5) He should be between 14 and 20 years of age. (6) He 
should have a fa ir knowledge in prim ary education. (7) When 
his education shall have been completed, be should return to 
Persia and serve or teach in the schools for a term  of years, 
according to the decision of the Committee, etc.

I t  is desired to know in advance whether the active mem
bers of la s t year are willing to renew their scholarships. In 
formation to this effect should be in the hands of the Secre
ta ry  soon, so th a t preparations may be made accordingly. Mr. 
William Remy and Mrs. May Maxwell have already renewed 
their scholarships for 1911.

• A new scholarship has been received since the la s t report. 
No. 56,}from the Women’s Assembly of Kenosha, Wis.

More Associate members are needed, to meet the increasing 
expenses of the Society, while active members are in urgent 
demand.

The commercial aspect of the Society is developing. For 
example, an inquiry has just been received from Esphahan con
cerning the installation of American, telephones in the c i ty ; 
also concerning a typew riter having Persian characters. The 
Society is endeavoring to furnish this information and trying 
thus to open the door of commercial intercourse.

The inauguration of the Orient-Occident Unity, th e  successor 
to the P. A. E. S., in May, will necessitate some expense, 
and contributions for th a t purpose will be most welcome.

The return  of Mr. Sydney Sprague, who is now in Alexan
dria, to Teheran, is much doubted, and the la te s t news from 
one of the members of the Executive Committee in Teheran is 
th a t they may call upon ns a t an early date to find them an 
American Bahai teacher who can fill the post. There is a 
salary attached to th is position.

I t  is possible th a t Mirza Azizollah Khan, with whom Mr. 
Sprague lived during his stay in Teheran, may come to Amer
ica as a Persian delegate to the P. A. E. S. General Annual 
Meeting, and also a ttend the Mashrak-el-Azkar Convention as 
a delegate from the Oriental Bahais.

The circle of activity  and the influence of the Society is 
widening daily. I t  is assured th a t w ith the active co-operation 
of the friends and the assistance of all far-sighted men and 
women i t  will soon become w hat Abdul-Baha prophetically 
says: “ The greatest Society of the world; produce inexhausti
ble results and benefits; become the tree of the oneness of the 
realm of humanity and cast its  all-encircling shade over the 
people of the E ast and the W est.”

J o seph  H. H a n n e n , Corresponding Secretary.
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K yi-A O ' ’>l/ y ÿ û b>

y y  y ^ ^ y y x y a  ¿ ¡ ^ y



L . . . .

Cljy}>v1)/',JlL¿V ¡yCl/U’i ^ ' ^ l J h

! >VJ y  o¿) & >^^Z‘

^ d l 'l / s  l~d I* i > O h » / ' >$»' J

/^ ¿ J - ^ tS ^ P  t‘J ^ Í P ! ^ - U f / íf ly J
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Vol. 1. Chicago (Feb. 7,1911) M alik No. 18

PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE IN  ENGLAND.

The following articles, trA Wonderful Movement in the East” 
and ”Message from Abdul-Baha,” appeared in the December 
28, 1910, issue of Th e  Ch r istia n  Commonwealth ,  published 
at 183 Salisbury Square, London, E. G.

A WONDERFUL MOVEMENT IN  THE EAST.
A VISIT TO ABDUL-BAHA AT ALEXANDRIA.

To most of us the world consists of modern 
Europe, N orth America, South Africa, A ustralia , and 
since the Russo-Japanese war, in a  lesser degree, 
Japan. Our daily newspapers keep us informed, 
more or less accurately, of movements social, political 
and religious, th a t occur w ithin those lands, bu t of 
the rest of the world we are for the most p a r t igno
ran t. In  th is there is a danger th a t  we may fail to  
read the signs of the times, not because we are nec
essarily lacking in wisdom, b u t because we do not 
behold the signs. The Bahai movement is a  good 
illustration  of this. N ot one Englishman in a thou
sand has heard of th is religious and social uprising  
in  the E ast, yet its  adherents are estim ated to num
ber millions, and its power and influence are growing: 
week by week! In  order th a t our readers m ay be in
formed about this rem arkable outpouring of the- 
divine sp irit, a  representative of The Christian Com
monwealth  recently called upon Mr. Wellesley Tudor- 
Pole, who has ju s t returned from the E ast, where 
he has been studying the movement a t  first hand.

“How did you come to  be interested in  the Bahai 
movement?” he said.

“I first heard of the movement when on a v is it to 
Constantinople prior to  the Turkish revolution in 
1908, and I  was very much impressed by the fact 
th a t  Abdul-Baha- could exert such an influence from 
w ithin prison walls. W hen I  returned to  London I  
found th a t  very little  was known of the movement, 
and I  determined to  visit Abdul-Baha, known to  the 
outside world by the name of ‘Abbas Effendi,’ on the
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first available opportunity and discover for myself 
the secret of his power.

“And i t  is most extraordinary,” Mr. Pole con
tinued, “th a t  so little  should be known of th is move
m ent in England. There are said to  be between two 
and three million Bahais a t  least in Persia alone, 
and many more in India, the Middle E ast, America, 
Erafice, Russia, and elsewhere. There is no religious 
freedom in P ersia ; if there were i t  would be found 
th a t very g reat numbers of men would declare them 
selves disciples. No less th an  th ir ty  thousand men 
and women in  P ersia  alone are reported to  have 
sacrificed everything for the movement. I  m et an old 
Persian Bahai in  A lexandria—his name was Sheik 
Mahommed—who joined the movement when he was a 
young man, and he was publicly flogged and all his 
property was taken from him. He and his whole 
household were sent out into the m ountains in the 
heart of w inter w ithout food o r money. Many times 
he has been imprisoned, and i t  has been a miracle 
how he has escaped w ith his life. In  many towns 
and villages he has been stoned and b ru ta lly  treated. 
Hundreds of men and women have proved themselves 
ready to  endure such treatm ent, to  leave home and 
country, for the sake of their g reat ideal.”

“W hat is the ideal which has inspired such hero
ism ?”

“The fundam ental principle of w hat has come to  be 
called the Bahai Revelation is a belief in the under
lying un ity  of religions and peoples. I t  stands for 
the harmony of a ll sp iritua l tru th s  and all faiths, for 
in ternational peace and goodwill. I t  asserts the 
equality of the sexes, the duty of everyone to  serve 
the community, and the duty  of the community to  
give opportunity for such service. I t  desires a social 
order where the brotherhood of m an shall be ex
pressed in  all the relationships of life, and where 
the community shall be responsible for the sick, 
the aged, the infirm, and all who cannot obtain 
the ir own livelihood.”

“W hat gave b irth  to  th is movement?”
“I t  arose in  1844, when a  young Persian, M irza Ali 

Mohammed, went about E astern Europe prophesying 
th a t a  g rea t teacher would follow him. He called 
himself the Bab (the G ate), and stood as the John 
the B aptist of the new movement. He affirmed th a t 
the coming teacher would not only fulfil the  proph-
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eeies of the Koran, bu t also of the sacred scriptures 
of the H indu and Hebrew peoples. M irza Ali Mo
hammed was bitterly  persecuted, and finally shot in 
1850. By th is time the movement had spread all 
over Persia, and in the early fifties Baha ’Ullah, the 
son of a noble Persian family, came forward and 
proclaimed himself the teacher who had been prom
ised. Baha ’Ullah, by the way, had never m et the 
Bab. In  1863, by an arrangem ent between the 
Persian and Turkish Governments, spurred on by the 
Mullahs, who were alarmed by the spread of the new 
teaching, Baha ’U llah and his fam ily were first sent 
to  Constantinople, then banished to  Adrianople, and 
finally, in 1868, exiled to  Acca, a  fortified Turkish 
town on the Syrian coast, where Baha ’U llah was 
kept in more or less close confinement un til his death, 
a t  the age of seventy-five, in 1892. A t times he was 
treated  in the most b ru ta l way—chained to  other 
men by the neck and subjected to torture. In  spite 
of the imprisonment of the leader, the movement 
spread w ith tremendous rap id ity  throughout the 
Middle E ast. Pilgrim s came from Ind ia  and other 
d istan t p a rts  to  receive the blessing of Baha ’Ullah 
a t  the prison bars.”

“W hat happened when he died ?”
“He left a book of laws and many other works, 

and instructed his followers to  look to his eldest 
son, Abdul-Baha, to  carry on his work and to  ex
pound his writings. Abdul-Baha, which means the 
‘Servant of God,’ was kept in prison a t  Acca un til the 
time of the Turkish Revolution in 1908, when, along 
with all political prisoners, he was released. He 
went to  live near Haifa, close to  Mt. Carmel, but 
about two months ago he started  on a  journey, and is 
now in Egypt. T hat is a bare outline of the prog
ress of the movement, bu t i t  gives no idea of the 
extraordinary power th a t lies behind it .”

“Did you meet Abdul-Baha on your recent v isit to 
the E ast?”

“Yes, I  met Abdul-Baha near Alexandria, where 
he was staying w ith  some of his followers. Let me 
try  to give you a  word-picture of him. He is sixty- 
five years of age, of medium height and of command
ing presence; he has long silver-gray beard and hair, 
blue-grey eyes, a  fine forehead, a  wonderful carriage, 
and a sweet bu t powerful voice. He was dressed 
when I  saw him, in  cream white robes and a white
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Persian headdress. You feel a t  once th a t  here is a 
m aster of men and a marvellous sp iritua l personality. 
He seemed to me to focus in a  tru ly  divine manner 
the sp iritua l ideal of the coming age. W hen one 
has come in contact w ith Abdul-Baha’s power, or 
ra ther the power behind him, one has no doubt th a t 
th is movement will v ita lly  affect the religious and 
social evolution of the whole world. A t his table I  
m et pilgrims who had come to receive his blessing 
from many parts  of the world, and representing a l
most every faith  the world knows. Jews, Mohamme
dans, Hindus, Zoroastrians and Christians sa t around 
one table, all holding this one great belief—th a t God 
has again sent one of his messengers to  earth, and 
th a t the g reat call th a t  was focused in Baha ’Ullah 
is the call for the un ity  of nations, the brotherhood 
of man, the peace of the whole world, and the real
isation of those fundam ental tru th s  th a t  lie behind 
all faiths. Baha ’U llah did no t say to the Christian, 
‘Come out of your religious order,’ nor did he say to 
the Mohammedan ‘Turn your back on your faith .’ 
He said to every man, ‘Go and live out your fa ith  in 
unity  and brotherhood w ith all mankind, and thus 
show th a t behind all expressions of religion there is 
one religion and one God.’ ”

MESSAGE! FROM ABDUL-BAHA TO ’’THE CHRISTIAN 
COMMONWEALTH. ’ ’

November 30, 1910.
To the Editor of The Christian Commonwealth.

My Dear F riend :—I  have received your letter, 
for the contents of which I  am extremely grateful to 
you. I  understand the aims of your movement, and 
hope th a t w ith the greatest sp iritua lity  and by the 
pursu it of tru th , i t  will succeed in  bringing about the 
unification of mankind.

Enclosed you will find some of the sayings of Baha 
’U llah: insert them  in The Christian Commonwealth.

Be so kind as to  accept for yourself and your 
honourable society my kindest regards.

(S ig n e d ) A b d u l -Baiia A b b a s .
The extracts enclosed from the sayings of Baha *XJllah illus

trate the universality of the Bahai outlook. We Quote the fol
lowing :

“Today the universal religion of God, the great 
Church of God, is divided into diverse faiths which 
are a t  enmity one w ith the other. All the powerful
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religions have appeared in the E ast; their differences 
arise only from the necessities of epoch, time, or cen
tury . O people of Baha, therefore fasten securely 
the girdle of endeavour so th a t  the discussions and 
strifes between the various sects of the world may 
be destroyed. For the love of God, I  call upon you, 
His servants, to  bestir yourselves, in  th is momen
tous m a tte r!”

“Associate w ith all religions in  reverence and w ith 
tolerance.”

“0  peoples of the world! Ye are all leaves of the 
same branch and plants in  the same garden; live in  
love, concord, friendship and union. I  declare by 
the Sun of T ruth  th a t i t  is the light of fellowship 
which makes the heavens full of brightness.”

“If  you possess a saying, a  treasure, of which 
other peoples are deprived, tell i t  to  them w ith affec
tion. . . . The message of the prophets, the rev
elations of the sacred scriptures have no other aim 
bu t the knowledge of God, and the  un ity  of m an
kind.”

“0  peoples, do not spill blood and do no t seize the 
goods of others. By my life, the sword of good char
acter and kindness is sharper th an  a sword of iron. 
Those men are tru ly  wise who are decorated w ith the 
ornaments of science and character; these are the 
head of the body of mankind. The ru ling  of m an 
has always been in  their hands. I  ask God to assist 
them to do w hat He wishes, w hat pleases Him. Truly 
He is the M aster of creation, the Lord of the begin
ning and of the end!”

EXTRACTS FROM LETTER FROM MR. WELLESLEY 
TTJDOK-POLE.

T o  th e  B a h a i  N e w s  :
You may be interested in hearing of my recent 

v isit to  Abdul-Baha a t  Bam!eh, near Alexandria. I  
spent nine days a t  A lexandria and Cairo during 
the second half of November, 1910. Abdul-Baha’s 
health  had very greatly  improved since his arrival 
from P o rt Said. He was looking strong and vigorous 
in  every way. He spoke much of the work in  Amer
ica, to which he undoubtedly is giving considerable 
thought. He also spoke a good deal about the work 
th a t is going forward in  different European centres 
as well as in  London, and he expects great things 
from England during the coming year. I t  may inter-
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est you to  know, however, th a t the Bahai Movement 
is beginning to take a more serious hold on public 
attention  in  th is country, and th a t during the next 
few weeks a number of meetings are to be held in 
London, Bristol and in the North, which are likely to 
produce far-reaching results. A Bahai paper is to 
be read a t  the Universal Races Congress in  London 
next July. Yours faithfully,

Wellesley Tudor-Pole.

LONDON NEWS NOTES.
Saturday, Dee. 31st, a t  10 Cheniston Gardens, Ken

sington High St., W., a  meeting was called for Mr. 
Tudor-Pole to speak of his visit to  Abdul-Baha in 
Egypt and “The Glory of God as Revealed in  Per
sia.” I t  was the largest meeting we have had in 
London and the seed sown is already bearing fru it. 
In  the opinion of the speaker, “the year 1911 is un
doubtedly to  be one of very g reat importance, and 
London will be the focus point for g reat events.” 
He expressed the hope th a t  among the numerous 
congresses, conferences, and Im perial gatherings to 
be held here, there would be a Bahai Congress, a t
tended by delegates from all parts  of the world. He 
thought the time had come for an international resi
dential and social club, open to all comers w ithout 
distinction of race, creed, or sex, and urged his 
hearers to  do all in th e ir power to  work together in 
harmony and joy for the great ideal of universal 
unity  and peace. The January  7th issue of Light, 
published a t  110 St. M artin’s Lane, W. 0., contains 
a  report of th is address of Mr. Tudor-Pole.

John M. W atkins, 21 Cecil Court, Charing Cross 
Road, W. C., has recently issued an abbreviated pub
lication of Eariddudin A tta r’s version of “The Seven 
Valleys,” which is the work th a t led to  B a h a ’o ’l l a h  
giving H is Explanation thereof. Price Threepence.

An address on the Bahai Movement given a t  the 
City Temple, London, Sunday, Oct. 10', 1910, by Tam- 
adun u l Molk, has been printed in  pam phlet form by 
the Bahai Press, 47 Vicarage Road, E ast Sheen, 
S. W. A rthur Outhbert.

Mr. W illiam J . Patchin, aged 28 years, a native of London, 
England, died a t  Teheran, Persia, Dec. 31, 1910. He lived 
the Bahai life and was constantly serving in the Cause. He 
had resigned his position w ith the Indo-European Telegraph Co. 
th a t he might go to Egypt to see Ahdul-Baha, when he was 
suddenly summoned to the Supreme, Susan 1. Moody.
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
Through Zia Effendi, the sun of M ostafa Effendi Bag-

dadi, to  the maid-servant of God, Mrs. Corinne
True, Chicago, 111.

Upon her be B a h a ’o’l l a h ! 
h e  is  g o d !

0  thou attracted maid-servant of God!
Verily I  read thy  le tter which indicated thy  stead

fastness in the Covenant of God and evinced thy 
walking in  the S tra igh t P a th  toward the Kingdom of 
God.

Verily I  entered in  the country of Egypt, trusting  
in God, a ttrac ted  to  His Kingdom and enkindled 
w ith the Eire of His Love, hoping to  arise in  the 
Servitude of the Threshold of Baha, and I  am al
ways, day and night, serving. There is no rest, 
tranquility  or composure.

I  beg of God to  encircle ye w ith the Most Great 
Bounty and confirm ye w ith  the Most Em inent Grace 
which consists of building the Mashrak-el-Azkar of 
America in Chicago! This foundation w ill have the 
greatest effect in the hearts of the people of fa ith 
fulness. Therefore, endeavor ye w ith all your pow
er and generosity so th a t ye may raise th is first 
foundation in  the Name of Baha on the continent of 
America.

I  supplicate God to  pour upon thee heavenly bless
ings and th a t  thy  fam ily be protected from every 
sadness and sorrow in th is world.

Upon thee be greeting and praise!
(Signed ) A bdtjl-B a h a  A b b a s .

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, January  11, 1911.

REPORT OF TREASURER.
On hand November 19 th .......................................................... $4,164.36
Received since............................................................................... 2,545.54

$6,709.90
Expended—

Payment on lan d ............................................ $5,150.00
Interest .......................................................  375.00
Taxes ...................................................................  439.60
Stenographic services to Secretary............ 4.00

5,968.60

$ 741.30
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BAHAI CALENDAR.
M ONTH NAME f i r s t  d a y s

1 s t.................. 21
2nd ................ 9
3 rd ................ . 28
4 th ................. 17
5 th .................. 5
6 th .................. 24
7 th .................. 13
8 th ................
9 th .................. 20
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14 th .................. 23
15 th ................. 12
16 th .................. 31
17 th .................. 19
18 th ..................

Four intercalary days.
7

19th ................ .
(Month of fasting.)

2

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.
To the Editors of the Stak off the We s t :

Upon them be ISAHA’o’LLAir-el-ABiiA! 
h e  is  god!

O ye firm ones! O ye steadfast ones!
The publication of the Stab of the West* is con

ducive to  the happiness and beatitude of the friends; 
for i t  is a  clear m irror in  which the pictures of the 
events and happenings in the Cause and the news

* Continuing the Bahai New s,  a fte r March 21, 1911,
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of the progress of the Kingdom throughout the world 
are reflected and can be observed. P raise flows from 
the tongue of every growing and firm believer after 
reading it, for he becomes informed of th e  events 
and thoughts. Unquestionably, th is publication shall 
serve the world of humanity. If  i t  is continued, its 
arena shall become broadened and i t  shall a tta in  to 
such a  station  as to  bring about the un ity  of the 
E ast and of the West.

Do no t become discouraged, nor yet dispirited! 
Show ye firmness and steadfastness, and, if  possible, 
publish i t  in a larger size and more legible charac
ters. Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA!

( Signed) Abdtjx-Ba h a  Abbas.
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Jan . 26, 1911,

The Persian section of the B a h a i N ew s , N o. 17, 
contained an exposition of the recent events in 
Mashad and Shiraz, calling the attention  of the Gov
ernment to  stop the persecution of the Bahais and 
to deal justly  w ith all their citizens so th a t  other 
powers m ay not entertain  the idea th a t  they are not 
capable of self-government. The Persian section this 
issue contains (1) an article on Abdul-Baha’s tr ip  to 
Egypt, a  few incidents relating to the trip , his prom
ise to  v isit America, and the formation of an in ter
assemblies’ committee to  prepare the way for his 
coming; (2) news of the death of Monsieur Lucien 
Dreyfus-Cardozo, fa ther of Monsieur Hippolyte 
Dreyfus.

NEWS NOTES.
Monsieur Lucien Dreyfus-Cardozo, fa ther of Monsieur Hip

polyte Dreyfus, died suddenly the 4 th  of January  a t Paris, 
Prance. The family are a ll Bahais and th is has enabled them 
to accept the separation w ith courage. Laura Clifford Barney.

Excellent presentations of the Bahai Revelation have recently 
appeared in the October and November issues of The Journal of 
the Knights of Labor, Washington, D. C., by Col. Archie C. 
Pisk, and in the November 13th issue of The St. Paul (Minn.) 
Pioneer Press, which contained an interview  with Mr. Bernard 
Temple by their London correspondent.

During November and the early p a rt of December, Mr. Louis 
G. Gregory of Washington, D. C., took a trip  to several points 
south in the in terest of the Revelation of B a h a ' o ' l l a h . Eight 
cities or towns were visited, and in the form of free public lec
tures the glad-tidings were heralded directly to about nine hun
dred souls. Indications are th a t the colored people of the 
south will be very deeply and vitally  interested. The oppres
sion of centuries having made many of them live very close to 
God, to them the Holy S p irit is  a  reality , and if the Message 
is presented w ith fragrance, their hearts respond and often 
yield.
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ASSEMBLIES IN  THE OCCIDENT.
Secretaries are requested to see that their Assembly is  correctly 

represented.
CANADA.

Montreal, Q u e .— Weekly meeting held Friday evenings at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Maxwell, 716 Pine Avenue.

ENGLAND.
London, E ng .— Regular meeting of assembly Friday, 8 :15 

p. m., a t  10 Cheniston Gardens, W right’s Lane, Kensington 
High Street.

GERMANY.
Stuttgart, W urtemberg.— Regular meetings of assembly, 

Friday evenings. Kanzlei strasse 24p . Zu f f e n h a u se n .— At
the home of H errn und F rau  F . Schweizer, K arl strasse 26i.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
Baltimore,  Md .— Regular weekly meetings Tuesday evenings 

a t  629 West North Avenue, and Sunday evenings a t 516 Broad
way. Residence of Secretary, 629 W est North Avenue.

B oston,  Ma s s .— Sunday mornings, a t  11 o’clock, in Beckton 
H all, 200 Huntington Avenue.

B uffalo, N. Y.— Meetings every Sunday and Thursday even
ing a t 494 Elwood Avenue.

Chicago, I I I . — Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. m., a t 
Corinthian H all, 17th floor Masonic Temple, S ta te  and Randolph 
Streets. Address of Assembly, P. O. Box 283, George Lesch, 
Secretary.

Cin cin nati, O.— Meeting held Wednesday evenings and the 
F east every nineteen days, in the homes of believers. Resi
dence of the Secretary, Annie L. Parmerton, 543 Mitchell 
Avenue.

Cleveland, 0 .— Meetings Wednesday evenings a t  the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. C. M. Swingle, 2101 Prospect Avenue.

Denver,  Colo.— G. Nathaniel Clark, Secretary, 4141 Xavier 
Street.

I th ic a , N. Y.— Regular meeting of assembly, Friday evenings 
a t the residence of Dr. W. E. House, 241 South Cayuga Street.

K e n o s h a ,  Wi s .— Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 1 0 :30 
a. m .; Sunday school, 9 :30  a. m., a t Gronquish H all, 218 Park 
Street. Address of Assembly, Fountain Nicholas, Secretary, 868 
Park Street.

Los A ngeles, Cal .— Meetings, first Sunday in each month, 
a t  3 p. m., a t  the A rt Gallery, fourth floor Blanchard H all. 
F. B. Beckett, Secretary, Box 225, R. F . D. No. 5. Address 
of Thornton Chase, 405 Exchange Building.

New  York, N. Y .— Regular weekly meeting, Sunday, 11 a. tn., 
a t Genealogical H all, 226 W est 58th Street. Paul T. G. Mar
shall, Secretary, 139 Shippen Street, Weehawken Heights, New 
Jersey.

P hiladelph ia , P a.— Miss Jessie E. Revell, Secretary, 1429 
Mayfield Street.

P ortland, Ore.—Regular weekly meeting, Thursday, 2 p. m., 
a t  501 Yamhill Street, corner F ifteenth Street. Mrs. M. M. 
Rabb, secretary, 1146 W illamette Boulevard, S tation F.

Seattle, Wa s h .— Regular weekly meeting held at 2916 
Beacon Avenue, South.

Spok ane , Wa s h .— Regular weekly meeting held Friday even
ings a t the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Killius, 124 F ifth  
Avenue. Miss E. Mabel King, Secretary, E413 Mission avenue.

Sumerduck , Va .— Meetings on fourth Sundays; address care 
Mrs. R. H. Duckett.

Washing ton , D. C.— Regular meetings Friday evenings a t 
8 :1 5 ; Sunday mornings a t 11:15, a t  1219 Connecticut Avenue. 
Mail address of Assembly, P. O. Box 192. Residence of Secre
tary, Joseph H. Hannen, 1252 Eighth Street, N. W.
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RECENT TABLETS EROM ABDUL-BAHA.

Through Mr. M acN utt and M irza Ahmad to Madame
Aurelia Bethlen.

h e  i s  god!
0  thou seeker of T ru th !

The le tter 'which thou hast -written through Mr. 
M acN utt was received. As he is a  beloved channel, I  
will immediately answer your letter, although I  have 
little  time.

You have expressed your longing for my presence 
in th a t country. Although I, too, have infinite long
ing to meet the believers on th a t continent, yet th a t 
region m ust a tta in  to the capacity of a ttrac ting  the 
presence of Abdul-Baha. A harmonious and wonder
ful banquet m ust be prepared, a t  which every kind 
of heavenly food may be served: after which you may 
send me an invitation.

T hat heavenly food consists of deeds which are in 
accord w ith the Divine Teachings. The first food is 
the Love of God. The second food is the attraction  
to  the breaths of the Holy Spirit. The th ird  food is 
union and harmony among all the believers. The 
fourth food is sincerity, trustw orthiness, kindness, 
pu rity  of intention and service to  all humankind.

Should ye prepare and serve such a delicious, sweet 
and tem pting banquet unquestionably Abdul-Baha 
will hasten to America to partake of th a t food. 
Therefore endeavor ye w ith all your m ight th a t this 
Food be prepared.

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA!

(Signed) Abdul-Ba h a  Abbas.

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Feb. 10, 1911.
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Through Dr. Eareed to the near maid-servant of God,
the daughter of the Kingdom, M arie Watson.

Upon her be B a h a -e l -A b h a  !

HE IS  g o d !

0  thou candle of the Love of God!
Thy le tte r was received. Thou hast w ritten  that 

the daughter of the Kingdom, Aseyeh, is studying 
Persian, and th a t  thou a r t  teaching M irza Faragollah 
Khan, English.

Turn to  the Kingdom of A b h a , seek assistance and 
p u t fo rth  effort so th a t  all may soon learn Persian, 
and his honor, M irza Faragollah K han may also ac
quire the m astery of the English tongue.

Thou hast learned of the conditions of my coming 
to  America. I  beg of God th a t  the beloved in  Amer
ica may become so enlightened th a t the lights of 
their love m ay flood the “T urk  and the Tajik,” and 
th a t an a ttractive m agnet m ay be brought forth in 
th a t country, capable of a ttrac tin g  Abdul-Baha with 
all power to those regions, and th is is not far from 
His Mercy.

Regarding the meeting you have established in 
New York: I  hope th a t through the Divine Con
firmation i t  may prove to  be a gathering of the Love 
of God.

Convey the utm ost kindness from me to  the daugh
te r of Mr. and Mrs. Sheber, M arguerite, the daugh
te r  of the Kingdom, and say th a t  th e  olive tree is 
an emblem of peace and concord, and the olive is the 
fru it and resu lt thereof.

God w illing thou shalt a tta in  the delicious fru it of 
peace and concord and thou shalt place a  bouquet of 
roses from the Garden of the Paradise of A bha at 
the Heavenly Feast spread before Abdul-Baha, i. e., 
God w illing th o u .sh a lt a tta in  such perfections as re
semble a  bouquet of flowers and thou shalt offer i t  to 
the heavenly table.

Thou hast w ritten  th a t  in  a house of a  Theosophist 
thou prepared a  feast of joy and a fête of gladness. 
This Society is ready for hearing the Word of God. 
T reat them  w ith the u tm ost love, kindness, unity  and 
oneness, so th a t the attrac tive  power of the Word of 
God m ay draw  them to the Sun of Reality.

Upon thee be B a h a -e l -A b h a  !
(Signed) A b d u l -B a h a  A b b a s .

T ranslated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Feb. 20, 1911.
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To Dr. Ameen TJ. Fareed.
Upon him be B a iia ’o’l l a h -e l -Ab h a  ! 

h e  i s  g od!
0  thou 10I10 art unique!

Thy letter dated January  19, 1911, was received. 
You have w ritten  of the good news from California 
and from Chicago. I  hope th a t the news from these 
places may become better and th a t  the glad-tidings 
may come of the W ord of God becoming effective in 
all parts of the American continent; nay, rather, 
th a t it  may move the whole of the western hemi
sphere.

If the beloved of God should unite and should 
agree as i t  is requisite, thou canst res t assured th a t 
in the shortest space of tim e the Sun of the Heav
ens (sp iritual heavens) w ill so shine from the King
dom of A b h a  as to rend asunder all the veils of 
superstitions.

Upon thee be greeting and p ra ise!
( Signed ) Abdtil-B a h a  A b b a s .

Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, Feb. 23, 1911.

CHILDREN’S COMMUNE.
Through Shahnaz Khanum.

Upon her be B a h a ’o’l e a ii-e e -Ab h a  ! 
h e  i s  god!

O my God! 0  my God! Thou seest these chil
dren, branches of the Tree of Life, birds of the 
Garden of Safety, pearls of the shells of the ocean of 
Thy Mercy and roses of the rose-garden of Thy 
Guidance.

O Lord! Verily we glorify in  Thy praise, sanctify 
Thee and supplicate to  the Kingdom of Thy Merci
fulness to  make us candles of guidance, stars of the 
horizon of the E ternal M ajesty among the creatures ; 
and teach us from Thy Knowledge, O Glory of the 
Most Glorious !

(Signed) Abdul-Ba h a  Abbas.
Translated by Zia M. Bagdadi, Feb. 23, 1911.

In a recent Tablet from Abdul-Baha to Dr. Fareed, the fol
lowing appears: “God willing, through the endeavor of the 
friends in America, may the Bird of Paradise be revealed in 
all its beauty in the Philippine Islands.” This refers to a 
command received some time ago that the Cause would be 
served exceedingly if one or two of the friends would journey 
to the Philippines and convey the Message there.
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ABDUL-BAHA IN  EGYPT.
Fifth of a series of special news items pertaining to the so■ 

journ of Abdul-Baha in Egypt.

Special.—Word has been received from Cairo, dated 
February 21st, th a t Abdul-Baha will not journey to 
America th is year.

The following article concerning Abdul-Baha (Abbas Effendi) 
appeared in the January 19th issue of “El Abram” (The Pyra
mids), an Arabic newspaper printed in Cairo:

ABBAS EFFEN D I TH E LEADER OF TH E BAHAIS.
S T A T E M E N T S  R E G A R D IN G  H I S  M O R A L S AN D  R E L IG IO N .

Continually, the greatness of the Leader of the Bahais, 
Abbas-Effendi, is the topic of conversation, among the men of 
affairs and statesmen. The wise men of Alexandria, and the 
nobility of th a t city are paying him great respect, and homage. 
Laterly he has received many le tte rs  from his numerous fol
lowers in the United States, requesting him to travel to those 
parts so th a t they may meet him. They have prepared a 
great house in New York in accord with his station and posi
tion amongst them. However, i t  is probable th a t he will not 
respond to their invitation, on account of the remoteness of 
the country and the length of the trip.

We have received a le tte r from the celebrated scholar, 
Schokry Effendi, who has ju s t arrived from Syria, in which he 
praises Abbas Effendi, explains his religion and produces cer
ta in  arguments in his favor.

He says: “ The wisdom of Abbas Effendi, our respected
guest, descends from a family which was noble in lineage and 
descent in the Kingdom of Persia. He is the son of the 
‘Dweller of Paradise,’ Baha-Vllah , the founder of the Bahai 
Movement, and he is the successor of his Father. In regard 
to his m orality and character, he is  ̂ the pattern  of dignity 
and perfection. He is gracious, generous, noble-minded, philan
thropic, charitable and full of benevolence. He is very kind 
to the poor and pa tien t to the indigent. He does not make any 
difference between the followers of any religion, whether they 
be Christians, Jews, Mohammedans or Brahmans. To him all 
are the same, he looks upon them as p a rt of the same family 
of hum anity and not their particu lar religion. The aim of his 
movement is the unity  of religions in the world and their 
equality among the children of men. He thinks th a t the dif
ferences of religions are impeding thp progress of the world’ 
and he believes th a t the removal of these differences will benefit 
mankind.

“ This religion has spread greatly  and is carried to Europe 
and America so much so th a t today the number of Bahais has 
reached the number of fifteen million, men, women and children 
included. Many of these Bahais are in New York, Chicago and 
India, Persia, Egypt and Syria, and i t  is  continually growing 
and spreading.

“ The Tomb of Baha-’o l̂lah  is  in Acca, called Bahaji and 
every year the Bahais come from all parts of the world to visit 
it.

"Twice I have called upon Abbas Effendi while in Ramleh 
and have seen the poor and indigent gathered around his house 
waiting for him to come out and when he appears, they beg 
alms and he gives to them. This is just a short sketch of his 
generous qualities and I confess my inability to do it justice. 
His physical appearance is medium size, white hair, penetrat
ing eyes, smiling face and wonderful countenance, courteous, 
and his manner, simplicity itself, disliking any ostentation and
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show. He is a wise man, a philosopher and his knowledge of 
the Turkish, Persian and Arabic is unsurpassed.

“ He knows the history of nations and understands the causes 
of their rise and fall.

“ He is sixty years old and on account of certain nervous 
ailments he has come to Egypt for change of air. He per
sonally reads all the articles and le tters sent him from all 
parts of the world, and answers the most im portant of them 
in his Persian handwriting which is famous for its  beauty. 
Many of the great men of this country and delegates from 
other nations have met him and he gives a personal interview 
to each, one of them. No one has visited him w ithout leaving 
him impressed by his presence and praising his qualities and 
wondering a t his magnanimity and his astonishing mind.

“ Concerning the reports of his leaving Acca and the s ta te 
ment th a t he is against? the Constitution, this was w ithout 
foundation and the proof of this is his endeavor to unite the 
religions in the world and establish equality among nations. 
If  such were his qualities, working against religions and con
stitution, and on the other hand trying to bring union and har
mony ahiongst them, how can we reconcile the two? This 
is indeed fa r  from him, for he is a man who advocated the 
Constitution from the very beginning and before the Turkish 
people received their Constitution. But the real object of 
his coming to Egypt is for the change of a ir and his physical 
condition. This is the real tru th  we are proclaiming a t the 
top of our voice and if there is any virtue in it, i t  requires no 
praise or blame.”

This is w hat our correspondent w rites and we thought i t  
advisable to quote i t  as we received it.

NEWS FROM THE ORIENT.
INDIA.

Bombay.'—A  Convention of all the Religions of India was held 
during January  a t Allahabad, an ancient city in India, eight 
hundred miles from here. There were many activities centered 
there this year, including an Exhibition, a  Congress and the 
Convention of Religions. The main purpose of the Convention 
was to spread feelings of love and unity among the different 
religionists of India.

The proceedings of the Convention began under the chair
manship of the M ahraja of Darbhanga, in the presence of an
other M ahraja, the ruler of Kasienbazar, and a number of 
learned people. Various papers on Bjuddhism, Modern Buddhism, 
Hinduism, C hristianity, Zoroastrianism, Brahmo, Somaj, Arya 
Somaj, Judaism, Sikhism, were read by representatives of these 
various sects-—'about twenty-five in all— interspersed with a few 
prayers and music a t intervals. I t  was a  great Convention and 
an interesting one.

Regarding the Bahais, Syed Mustaffa offered a prayer in 
Arabic a t  the beginning of the afternoon session of the first 
day, and another prayer in Persian on the second day, and a 
Thesis,* compiled by him, was read by Mr. N. R. Vakil. A 
short history of Bahai Fa ith  was given orally, together with 
the reading of the whole of the second part, as there was not 
time to read the whole paper. Among all the papers read 
i t  would not be too much to say th a t ours appealed most 
powerfully to the hearts of th e ' people and greatly impressed 
them.

■iT. R . VaJcil.

♦Refers to a twenty-page booklet, in two parts, entitled, “A 
Short Thesis of Bahai Faith”, compiled especially for this oc
casion and published by the Bahai Publishing Society, Rangoon, 
Burma. About one thousand copies were freely distributed at 
this Convention.
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PERSIA.
E s p h a h a n .— The B a h a i  N e w s  is a g reat help to u s  in our 

work and its  effect is beginning to appear in various ways. 
Many who are not Bahais are reading it, and the editors of a 
few newspapers are directing a ttention to articles appearing 
therein. We are happy in learning th a t with the New Tear 
its  pages will be enlarged.

We have received the proposed constitution of the Orient- 
Occident Unity and are now translating  its  contents. As soon 
as a branch of th is Society is established here, we desire to 
have catalogs from manufacturers of textile machinery, agricul
tu ra l implements, electrical apparatus, etc.

H aji Seyad Zeinal Abedin, a most respected friend, who had 
been a Bahai for nearly fifty years, has passed into the ever-

'A*i - <¿>*■1.

tf. je  .is. i t  Ji j t

^ L . fyd. J&tL. ‘fe4-

lasting kingdom of Baha. He was a member of the Board of 
Council, and his likeness is seen in the photograph of that 
honorable Body, published herewith. He is the th ird  one in 
the second row. This picture was taken ju s t before his de
parture. We feel the loss of th is  saintly  soul very deeply, for 
lie has been a pillar of strength in our every difficulty. Every
one knew th a t he was a Bahai, consequently he was subjected 
a t  all times to persecution. In  1901 his house was pillaged 
by a mob and his belongings taken. Tben for a year or more 
he was traveling and spreading the Glad-tidings. In  1905 be 
made a pilgrimage to Acca and visited Abdul-Baha, returning 
w ith added zeal. From th a t tim e un til bis death he worked 
unceasingly and devotedly in „the Cause.

T e h e r a n .—Doctor Youness Khan and Zarin Tadje Khanom 
Razarrouh were married Wednesday, December 21, 1910, in 
this city. Doctor Youness Khan is well known to many
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Americans who have visited Acca, as he spent four years in 
the prison city translating  and interpreting. Later, Abdul- 
Baha sent him to the Jesu it Medical College in Beirut, and 
to Teheran a fte r his graduation. He is now on the  staff of 
Hospital Sehat,* and has recently been appointed Chairman of 
the Bahai Spiritual Assembly or Board of Council.

Susan I. Moody.
Yazd.—LThe Star of the Westj the upholder of the Teachings 

of B a h a ' o -'l l a h  and the joy-bringer to the hearts  of the 
friends, has been received during the past few months. All the 
Bahais here pray for the progress of th is publication and hope 
th a t i t  will become perpetual and everlasting. We believe i t  
will accomplish a great service in dispelling darkness and ignor
ance from among the people and we request th a t the number of 
Persian pages be increased, so th a t  the friends may express 
themselves through its  columns. An article is enclosed to be 
printed a t your convenience.

SYRIA.
B e i r u t .—The Star of the West has been received and we 

were delighted to read its  contents and realize th a t a t  la s t the 
Bahai Movement is in possession of an official organ. We are 
sure th a t all the friends in the Orient, by word and deed, will 
arise to assist th is  publication, which is the  herald of the 
Most G reat Peace and the spreader of the fragrances of the 
Covenant, so th a t i t  may not be discontinued because o f lack 
of financial assistance. Indeed, one dollar a  year is not a 
large amount and nearly every one should be able to  subscribe 
for it.

LETTER FROM PARSERS OF SHARAZ.
Shiraz, Persia, Dec. 2, 1910.

Through the Editors of the B a h a i  N e w s , to our beloved 
Western Bahai brothers and s is te rs :

We, the Zardushtees of Shiraz who have fortunately real
ized the Light of El-Baha, w ith very great pleasure send our 
overflowing love to  you, and long with a great desire for the 
time when we( may come to see you and you may come to 
Persia to v isit us. The love which the Word of H azrati 
B a h a -’o -’l l a h  has created in our hearts for one another cannot 
be expressed w ith any physical means, but needs an oppor
tun ity  of seeing one another face to face so as to express it. 
As long as we have not th a t opportunity we must express i t  
w ith m aterial means, i, e., pen and paper, though there is 
a great difference between th a t which is made by the hapds 
of men and the sp iritual tongue which the Word of God has 
made.

Before realizing the Light of EI-Baha, our hearts were 
darkened w ith the hatred we fe lt towards those who were 
not Zardushtee, but now our hearts are enlightened w ith the 
light of love and brotherhood towards all the people of the 
world. W hat a  great bounty and heavenly g ift our Merciful 
Savior has given us ? How can we ever thank Him for such 
a blessing?

Dear friends, we do not know whether our Zardushtee 
brothers in the West, realize the Light of the Sun of Love 
or not. I f  they have not yet been honored w ith th a t  blessing, 
kindly te ll them on our behalf th a t ‘*Shah Bahrain,”  whom 
H azrati Zardusht has foretold and He whom we have been

Continued on page 10.

♦See photograph i n  No. 11  issue B a h a i  N e w s . He is i n  
center of second row.
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BAHAI CALENDAR.
NAM E F IR ST  DATS

. .Baha* (Splendor)............................... Mar. 21
. .Ja la l (G lo ry ) ... ............................... Apr. 9
. .J a m a l (Beauty) .............................. Apr. 28
..A zam at (Grandeur)............................ May 17
. .N ur (Light) .......................................June 5
. .Rahm at (Mercy) .............................. June 24
. .K alam at (Words) .............................. July 13
. .Asma (Names)...................................... Aug. 1
. .Kam al (Perfection) .........................Aug. 20
. .E izzat (M ight)...................................Sept. 8
. .M asheyat (W ill) ................................ Sept. 27
..E lm  (Knowledge)................................. Oct; 16
. .K udrat (Power).................................Nov. 4
. .Kowl (Speech)....................................Nov. 23
. .M assa’ulk (Questions)....................Dec. 12
. .Sharaf (Honor)................................. Dec. 31
..S u ltan  (Sovereignty)...........................Jan . 19
. .M ulk (Dominion).................................. Feb. 7
Four intercalary  days.
..O la  (Loftiness)....................................Mar. 2

(Month of fasting.) .

Our Persian section this issue contains (1) three 
Tablets, the two recently revealed for the Star of the 
W est and one regarding the necessity of preparing a 
Feast of Spiritual Foods to  a ttract Abdul-Baha to  
America; (2) progress of the Cause and Mashrak-el- 
Azkar in Chicago (by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed); (3) 
Congress of Religions in Allahabad, India, and the 
presentation of the Bahai Revelation before it; (4) 
prom otion of the Cause among the colored race in
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America and the assembly established in  Washington, 
D. C.; (5) news items telling of proclaiming of the 
second coming of C hrist in  a  church in  W ashington, 
D. C., by Mrs. E. (J. Getsinger, and progress of the 
Cause in  England and Russia.

THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN  AMERICA.

CALL FOR TH E 1911 CONVENTION.
To the Bahai Assemblies,

Greeting:
A t a meeting of the Executive Board of Bahai Tem

ple U nity, held in Chicago, February 11th and 12th, 
the date of the annual Convention, was set for A pril 
29th to May 2d, inclusive. The visiting delegates 
and friends will be entertained by the Chicago Assem
bly a t  a  Feast to  be held Saturday evening, A pril 
29th, and a un ity  service in Corinthian H all, Masonic 
Temple, Sunday morning, A pril 30th. The regular 
session of the Convention will be called a t  10 a. m. 
Monday, May 1st.

All Assemblies are requested to  choose the ir dele
gates and forward the names to the Secretary of the 
Executive Board, Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsen, R. F. D. 
35, Kenosha, Wis., on or before A pril 15th, in order 
th a t  they m ay be placed in  the hands of the Reception 
Committee in  ample time to  provide for their care 
and comfort.

In  an endeavor to have as representative a  Con
vention as possible, i t  has been deemed wise not to 
have proxies; neither, are alternates to be chosen 
from among the Chicago friends. Any Assembly, how
ever, may send an alternate. All regular delegates 
are to be elected for one year.

I t  is our earnest hope th a t every center w ill strive 
to  send a  representative, and th a t by the hearty  co
operation of the friends, our unity  and the progress 
of the Cause may be m anifest in this Convention.

The Executive Board of Bahai Temple Unity.
Bernard M. Jacobsen, Secretary.

The Executive Board of Bahai Temple U nity held 
its quarterly meeting in Chicago, February 11th and 
12th, Messrs. Mills, Wilhelm, Jacobsen and Agnew 
and Mesdames Parm erton and True being present. 

Many m atters of business created by the Conven
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tion of 1910 were reported upon and disposed of. 
The trustees reported all papers drawn up and 
signed, giving absolute and clear ti tle  to  the land 
according to  changes made in streets and alley. All 
bills were reported paid to  date, notes met, including 
interest, and a surplus shown of $791.19. The only 
debt upon the Mashrak-el-Azkar land is the m ort
gage of $12,500, w ith its  semi-annual in terest of 
$375. I t  is the earnest hope of the Executive Board 
th a t th is mortgage may be raised by next interest 
day, June 24, 1911.

So encouraged have we been by the loyal support 
of the Bahai world in th is m ighty work th a t we feel 
sure no sacrifice w ill be too g rea t for the friends to 
make and no words can express the joy they Will 
experience when, by united striving, each according 
to  his or her ability, the land is absolutely owned by 
Bahai Temple U nity and funds can then be collected 
to  begin the building.

Being delegates from the Convention city, i t  was 
deemed expedient to  appoint Mr. Agnew and Mrs. 
True the Reception Committee of Bahai Temple 
Unity, to  act in  conjunction w ith the committees ap
pointed from the Chicago Assembly, which were 
chosen a t  a  delightful unity  gathering of the organ
ized bodies of th a t Assembly, held a t  the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Greenleaf, Sunday evening, 
the 12th.

Oorinne True, Financial Secretary.

LETTER FROM T H E  PARSEES OF SHIRAZ.
Continued from page 7.

expecting to come, has come w ith a great glory and has 
already established the Fa ith  of Godliness, from the E ast unto 
the West. Why should they deprive themselves of th a t 
bounty which they have been expecting for about four thou
sand years?

The friends a t Shiraz hold about ten regular meetings every 
week and intend to institu te  a branch of the F a rb ia t school 
now established a t  Teheran.

The door of correspondence, which is the best means of 
conveying our love to one another, is always open to strengthen 
the bond of unity. This is the wish of Abdul-Baka.

Love from all to all,
Your loving Bahai brothers,

T h e  P a r s e e s  o f  S h i r a z .
By, M. Azizollah Khan.

Address: T ir Andazi Kai Khusrow, Sara-i-Mushiri, Shiraz, 
Persia.
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