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THOUGHT
The Greatest Commercial Product in the World

By Charles F. Haanel
You arc, because you think. When you cease 

to think you cease to exist. You are therefore 
what you think.

Thought is a spiritual activity; in fact, it is 
the onlv activity which the spirit possesses. All 
spiritual activities are creative, because spirit is 
the one creative Principle in the Universe. 
Thought is mind in motion just as wind is air 
in motion. When a thought goes out into the 
world, it combines with other similar thoughts 
and forms an idea. The idea then exists in­
dependently of the thinker. This idea becomes a 
seed-thought in the spiritual world and as soon 
as it finds congenial soil, it begins to sprout 
and grow and bring forth fruit a thousand fold.

For this reason, we find that the men who 
hold the $50,000.00 positions are always men who 
think, who know how to control their thought 
processes. A  single idea is often of more value 
than all the lost mines of Mexico, all the ar­
gosies that ever sailed from the Indies and all 
the silver-laden ships of storied Spain. An idea 
has life, vitality; it is the essence of the creative 
spirit and can reproduce itself exactly the same 
as a germ or a cell, so that in an mcreditably 
short time there may be millions of these ideas 
all clamoring for self-expression. As thought is 
creative, it is constantly trying to express itself 
in form. For this reason thought leads to action 
and actions bring about results and conditions.

Circumstances and environment are, therefore, 
the result of thought, but frequently of uncon­
scious and destructive thought for thought will 
create disagreeable, discordant and destructive 
conditions, just as readily as it will create 
wealth, beauty, refinement and harmony. W e may 
think what we will, but the result is governed 
by an immutable law. That we reap what we 
sow is scientifically exact.

Thought was until recently the possession of 
the few, but it is now about to become the 
priceless possession of the many. Until recent­
ly. the few assumed the pririlege of thinking 
for the many, but men are beginning to do their 
own thinking and this is multiplying results and 
bringing about a new era, an era containing 
limitless possibilities.

The Master Key System is the only clear 
concise, comprehensive, definite, distinctive, ex 
haustive, original and scientific presentation oi 
the creative power of thought ever formulate« 
by anyone at any time. It  is copyrighted ii 
every civilized country in the world, and it 
having an almost unbelievable influence upon tin 
lives of the hundreds of thousands who art 
coming into an understanding of the most im
Cortant and far-reaching truths of which th< 

uman mind can conceive.

One reader says, ** 
modest a title for such

'The Master Key is too 
a stupendous revelation; "

another says, “ It is the most wonderful teach­
ing ever conceived;“  another says,

“ I am able to extract from this System all 
that can be made known by the finite mind 
relative to origin, evolution, destiny and the 
much-mooted riddle of the Universe.

“ Its teaching that Mind is the dominating 
force is precisely in line with the wonders ot 
the most recent psychology. All persons having 
desks should have this book thereon, and it 
would be a fitting pocket companion."

“ You have led a hungry world to the thres­
hold and placed in their hands a key with which 
the understanding ones may unlock the door and 
enter the Secret Place of the most high and 
enjoy the abundance of all good to be found 
therein."

“ The Master Key is the answer to the demand, 
‘Knock and it shall be opened unto you.’ All 
the world seeks this wonderful key.

“ I  have found the Master Key and with it 
I am each day unlocking the storehouse ot 
wealth and wisdom concerning which I was 
heretofore in utter ignorance."

“ The lash of circumstances and the logic of 
events are more than ever impelling men to 
think. A  philosophy of life having as its basis 
blind optimism, a religion that won’t work seven 
days in a week, or a proposition that is not 
practical, appeals to the intelligent, not at all. 
It is results that we want, and the acid test ifr— 
will it work? The Master Key qualifies! In­
telligence rules! Thought intelligently directed 
automatically causes its object to manifest on a 
material plane."

“ You have synthesized the wisdom of the 
East and West and given it in a manner so 
logical and penetrating, that by its aid one is 
able to distinguish wisdom from sophistry, trutn 
from delusion, spiritual expression from psychic 
vagaries, and the sublime operations of spiritual 
insight and intuition from deceptive visions and 
false revelations. You have successfully taken 
the mystery out of mysticism and placed all 
propositions in the clear light, so that 'He who 
runs may read.’ I consider you a true bene­
factor to the world."

I want the privilege of sending you a Master 
Key. You will find it a priceless possession, a 
Key with which many are converting loss into 
gain, fear into courage, despair into joy, lack 
*5*? plenty, hope into fruition, a Key whicn 
thrills, fascinates, carries conviction, perception, 
understanding power, a Key by which you will 
be enabled to organize victory, realize your ideals 
and make your dreams come true. Send me 
your address for a copy, it is free, there is no 
cost or obligation of any kind.

Charles F. Haanel, 219 Howard Building, St. Louis, Mo.

Plea.se mention Azotk when writing to advertisers
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T O  O U R  R E A D E R S
A zoth is not established to propagate any special teaching. I t  is an O pen  

F orum  fo r  the expression o f the ideas and thought o f any person w ho has 
som ething to say w orth y o f consideration by others.

It must therefore be understood that the editor does not necessarily endorse 
the teaching or statements in the articles appearing in the magazine. In some 
cases he distinctly disagrees, but considers that his province is to let readers 
think for themselves and not attempt to influence their minds by his own.

He will welcome discussion of articles in the department called The 
Caldron, and believes this is by no means the least important feature of A zoth.
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CMtoriate
Angel Guardians

There are few persons of middle age or over, who, looking 
back over the course of their lives are not able to recognize to 
some greater or less extent a certain guidance running through 
the changes and incidents through which they have passed. Who 
do not realize that the things striven for and unattained, the 
gratified ambitions, the friends, acquaintances and enemies 
made, the hopes deferred and the sickness of heart, the pleasures 
and sorrows, have somehow been in the end for their own good, 
the strengthening of character, the development of mind, the 
modifying of egotism, a tolerance of others’ faults, a broader 
mindedness, a greater degree of unselfishness.

Some of these persons, recollecting situations seemingly 
desperate, sudden changes of environment, apparently fortuitous 
meetings with others which have had marked results upon 
their lives, will have felt that this guidance was quite definite and 
marked and will have wondered at it perhaps. Unless they are 
Spiritualists or occult students, they will, if religious, attribute 
it to a wise all-seeing Providence or something of that kind, or 
if materialistic, just to their luck in life and let it go at that, miss­
ing the comfort and strength which a conviction that they were 
personally both guided and guarded through life would have 
given them.
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Most spiritualists who are familiar with the guides, so 
called, of mediums and with the idea that each one’s friends and 
relatives on the other side are interested in their welfare and try­
ing to help them, will attribute to them this guidance but the oc­
cultist knows that these influences play but a minor part and that 
the guidance by Angels is not by any means a myth.

That “ there is a Divinity which shapes our ends, rough 
hew them as we may” is probably true according to all occult 
teachings, but the “ Divinity” takes the shape of specific intelli­
gent beings called Angels, Intelligences, Spirits, Daemons, 
Genii and other names.

Just as there are guardians of the races and nations of hu­
manity as a whole, so there are those who have in their care each 
individual human being, or who at least are acting as guardians 
and guides to groups of human beings, but in addition to this 
each and every person has his own particular Higher Genius, 
Real Self, or Subliminal Self, who is truly the “ Father in 
Heaven,” constantly and continually watching over and regu­
lating the lower self, and directing its life.

While these ideas may seem fantastic to some experience, as 
shown, will somewhat corroborate them and the reflection that 
earthly man, in relation to the age of the manifested universe, is 
but a child lately emerged into his manhood from the animal 
state; and that there must necessarily be hierarchies of beings 
who have passed through the human and emerged into the super­
human stage, will suggest that it is very natural that such elder 
and wiser beings should be taking care and charge of the younger

While but little is known of the extent of this guidance, it is 
surely a most comforting and strengthening belief that we are 
not left alone to battle and struggle against the forces of nature, 
to swim unaided in the great universal sea of matter, but that 
we are objects of loving care and solicitude from powerful beings 
who are ever ready to help, always eager to guide us aright, 
eternally watchful of our welfare. To them our welfare must 
mean growth, the development of the fleshly vehicle so that it 
may be ever a more fitting one to show out the true nature of the 
real spiritual man; to aid this spiritual man in his efforts to mani­
fest fully on earth. To them, probably, poverty or wealth, sick­
ness or health, suffering or pleasure, disability or ability, mean 
nothing more than conditions which can be utilized for this end, 
or which will teach us necessary lessons; even life and death 
would be but similar incidents to be used for the great purpose 
in view, but stern as such guidance may appear, we may be as­
sured that it is prompted by both love and wisdom, that it must
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be a matter of joy when we have earned happiness, of sadness 
when we must suffer, that never shall we have less than we de­
serve of the one, or more than we can bear of the other; that no 
matter how black things look or in what depths of hopeless de­
spair we may be, there are those watching over us who will bring 
us back into light and happiness.

Such a faith is a return to the old reliance upon God. Indeed 
it is the same thing but more rational to the thoughtful who see 
God not as an external great being but an all permeating spirit 
whose body is the vast universe and who is manifesting more or 
less perfectly in all form. It is a more intimate relationship, 
more understandable, more reasonable, more in accord with 
what is conceivable. When the prayer addressed in all reverence 
to God radiates out into the ether, it is surely heard by Him in 
the form of our guardian angel and the petition is refused or 
granted according to our deserts. This is the true rationale of 
the answer to prayer whether addressed to Adonai, Allah, Ish- 
vara, Ahura Mazda, God, Jesus, the Holy Mother or Saint. 
Any desire fervently felt and expressed is heard in the more 
spiritual worlds and gives our guardian angel or our friends the 
right to try and help us to its gratification.

Herein lies a well known occult law. No Angel of Light, or 
Powerful Being for Good, or true occultist of the right hand 
path will ever attempt to interfere with the freedom of thought 
and action of anyone. “Ask and ye shall receive,” “ Knock and 
it shall be opened unto you,” but unless you do ask or knock or 
pray, there can be no special interference with you, only a general 
supervision and adjusting of events so that you may receive the 
most benefit from them and not be tried beyond your strength.

It may be considered that were this teaching generally ac­
cepted it would tend to a loss of self reliance, to a dependence 
upon these guardians and guides, to a lessening of effort and 
strength of will, and this has probably been true of the blind de­
pendent faith in a God who is a law unto himself, who is jealous, 
loving, merciful and revengful as the case may be, whom men 
are to fear whose creatures men are, and who could change 
the laws of Nature at will, but those who have us in charge can 
only work within the great unchangeable laws and we must 
realize that they will do everything possible to induce us to culti­
vate will, self reliance and decision which are attributes most 
essential to spiritual development.

Man does not know these guardians, he may sense their 
directing power, but for their work to be effective they must as a 
rule be unknown. Later, as he develops, as he devotes himself
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more to the real things, this condition may be changed and he 
may come into more intimate contact.

Our friends on the other side of the veil between this life 
and the next also perform some slight part in our guidance. 
Many are the helpful thoughts they put into our minds, many 
the warnings we get, but compared to the Guardian Angel they 
are of but little more assistance than a good friend in the physical 
body.

Christianity has practically come to ignore the Archangels, 
Angels, Seraphim, Cherubim, etc., etc., of which the scriptures 
have much to say, but they exist and it is time that their existence 
became better known. Surely in times of anguish and despair 
the knowledge that powerful beings are watching over us would 
enhance our fortitude and mitigate our suffering.

“ Spook Stuff”
It is seldom that it is worth while to comment upon the va­

rious newspaper editorials and articles ridiculing or discounting 
Spiritistic phenomena. Written with, at the most, a superficial 
knowledge of the subject, they but echo the voice of the multi­
tude who like to read their own opinions in print.

W e cannot, however, refrain from taking some notice of a 
late ebullition of wisdom given to the world by Dr. Frank Crane 
entitled “ Spook Stuff.”

Dr. Crane is to very many in this country a sort of oracle. 
He seems to have captured the minds of the ordinary reader, the 
reader who likes others to think for him, and his syndicated ar­
ticles have therefore some power of moulding public opinion. 
We freely confess that sometimes the Doctor writes good stuff, 
when he knows his subject, but quite as often it descends to the 
class called drivel. The effusion in question comes under this 
latter heading.

As an illustration of wanton and unwarranted assertion 
based upon utter ignorance of his subject Dr. Crane’s article is 
typical. Why will such men risk their reputations by being so 
idiotically foolish as to dogmatise upon subjects of which they 
know nothing and have not attempted to investigate? They have 
done it all through the ages. Every new discovery of science 
has been met with scoffing, ridicule and denial of its truth by 
such fossilized minds. Prejudice and a seeming inhibition of 
mind to admit anything new is supreme in most mentalities but 
we hardly expected to have to place this particular writer in the 
class.

Read, ye occultists and spiritualists! these words of wisdom



A zoth 275

which have been recorded in cold print in hundreds of news­
papers throughout this country:

“ The whole thing is rubbish."
“ The one consideration that proves this is — what’s the use?” 
“I f  Spirits tell me that my sister in another State died at 3 

p. m. what is the advantage of it” ?
“ It is the collapse of the mind.”
“ It is the childish confusion of the soul.”
“For the strong it is of no use.”
“For the weak ‘that way madness lies.’ ”  

and then he quotes a warning of danger by Sir. Wm. F. Barrett, 
ignoring the fact that this scientist has given years of his life to 
what he (Dr. Crane) has just called “ rubbish.”

This great authoritv (?) infers that W. T. Stead, Sir A. 
Conan Doyle and Sir Oliver Lodge, whom he mentions directly, 
are suffering from “ collapse of the mind.” “ childish confusion of 
the soul.” W e presume that this accusation also embraces Sir 
Wm. Crookes, Prof. Wallace, Cesare Lombroso, Prof. Reichen- 
bach, Dr. Schrenk-Notzing, Dr. Geley, Dr. Wm. J. Crawford, 
Prof. James, Dr. Hodgson, Dr. J. H. Hyslop, and numerous 
other ‘addle pated’ scientific men who have made a careful study 
of the phenomena, who have found it anything but rubbish, and 
of a great deal of use.

Is it nothing to Dr. Crane to prove the continued life after 
death? W ill the conviction that it is so make no difference to his 
mode of thought? Does he not desire the comfort the knowledge 
would be to him that some loved one would await to welcome 
him when he himself crbsses over? If a spirit does tell him 
truly that his sister did die at 3 p. m., can he not see the signifi­
cance and inference of such a message? or is his mental capacity 
too exhausted by the strain of writing about something every 
day? This is the only charitable explanation possible.

What of it, if, as he says, “ most of the spirit messages are 
“ piddling” ? They may come from piddling spirits or through 
piddling mediums, or, as we know, they often become piddling 
by reason of the difficulties of working through another mind.

If the editor of a paper or magazine accepted without ques­
tion everything written and sent to him, 90 percent of the publi­
cation would be “ piddling,” but it will be a question in the minds 
of most of our readers, whether anything from spirit or mortal 
is more “ piddling” than “ Spook Stuff” by Dr. Frank Crane.
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®be ®ree of Htfe
By A nael

The frontispiece in this issue of Azoth  is a diagram of the 
Kabalistic Tree of the Sephiroth, or Tree of Life, from Athana­
sius Kircher’s CEdipus Mgyptiacus. This three-volume folio, 
published at Rome in 16 2 2 , was a pioneer work on the interpreta­
tion of Egyptian hieroglyphics. For students who have not for­
gotten their Latin, it still makes interesting reading, although 
some of Kircher’s theories have been disproved by the results of 
later research.

His biographers— even those who have the least respect for 
his opinions— agree that the depth and breadth of his erudition 
was extraordinary. He was a master of many languages. He in­
vestigated the causes of earthquakes and volcanoes, and risked his 
life in a descent into the crater of Vesuvius. Among the forty 
books that he published were works on philology, mathematics, 
archaeology, and physics. He invented a calculating machine. 
He may also be called “ the grandfather of the motion picture,” 
for he is commonly credited with the invention of the magic 
lantern, from which the modern stereopticon and cinematograph 
have been developed.

Kircher was a Jesuit, but like his predecessors, Trithemius 
and Rosenkreutz, and his illustrious successor, Eliphas Levi, he 
found holy orders no bar to the study of the occult sciences. He 
was familiar with the principles of alchemy and astrology, and 
considered the Kabalah sufficiently important to devote a whole 
section of the CEdipus to it. In that section, this diagram of the 
Tree of Life is perhaps the most important item.

It shows the thirty-two paths of the Sepher Yetzirah, or 
Book of Formation. Ten of these are the Sephiroth, represented 
in the diagram by circles. The other twenty-two are the letters 
of the Hebrew alphabet, assigned to the “ canals” or “ channels” 
that connect the Sephiroth.

The draftsman has omitted the letter Gimel, , from the 
path connecting Kether to Tiphereth, but that it belongs there 
is evident from the numbering of the paths, and the attribution 
of Beth to the second, and Daleth to the fourth, canal. Near the 
bottom of the diagram, again, it appears that the horizontal path 
connecting Netzach and Hod  is divided into two parts, of which 
one is assigned to Be,5, and the other to Samekh, ; but 
Samekh really belongs to the channel between Tiphereth and
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Yesod, and the whole path that joins Netzach to Hod  is under 
the influence of Pe.

At the centers of the circles representing the Sephiroth are 
the names of God appropriate thereto. Surrounding the centers 
are the names of the ten Sephiroth, arranged like spokes of a 
wheel. They refer to the Kabalistic doctrine that each Sephirah 
includes all ten Sephiroth. This is simply another way of say­
ing that the Creative Spirit, although it presents ten aspects, is 
really ONE.

Students of symbolism should observe that these “ spokes” 
are so arranged as to suggest a double pentagram. To the gen­
eral reader this may not be particularly significant, but I speak to 
those with ears to hear. Such students will also be interested in 
reconciling Kircher’s attribution of the planets to the Sephiroth 
with similar attributions given elsewhere.

He assigns Saturn, T?, to Pechad, or Geburah;  Jupiter, If, 
to Chesed; the Sun, O , to Tiphereth; Mars, <? , to Netzach;  
Venus, ? , to H od ; Mercury, $ , to Yesod;  and the Moon, D , to 
Malkuth. Although this arrangement differs from some others, 
I believe that it may be regarded as a synthesis of several systems, 
both alchemical and astrological.

This diagram should be studied in connection with my ar­
ticle on the Sephiroth, published in Azoth for February, 1920 . 
It has been called “ the key to all things,” and it deserves the ap­
pellation. To understand it properly, however, one must be 
familiar with the esoteric significance of each Hebrew letter, as 
expounded in the Sepher Yetzirah, and other Kabalistic works. 
Hence I shall not attempt a further elucidation of its meaning at 
this time, although I hope, before long, to be able to write at 
greater length about the Thirty-two Paths. Let me, however, 
recommend the serious study of this Tree of Life to every earnest 
occultist who reads these pages. To understand it fully is to 
know the Great Arcanum of the Sacred Science.

M easure for measure represents the sum of life, perennial cause and effect. 
A ll that we give we receive, whether good or evil. Ever by hands unseen the 
scales are balanced.
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©ctult anb Religious H>pmboltSm
By H. B. Pullen Burry, M . D.

The word symbolism is the ancient Greek term “ symbolon,” 
which means, “ a sign by which one knows or infers something” ; 
this is the full meaning of the term as it is used in occultism, al­
though in religion it has been extended, to include the creed that 
binds the members of a church together. The apostle’s and 
Athanasian creeds are called “ symbols,”  or “ confessions of 
faith,” in this sense these terms are synonymous.

There are several other modifications of meaning some of 
which we shall not include in our definition; such for instance as 
poetic, or other arbitrary symbols, devised, or held by private 
individuals to represent some quality, use, or action that is inca­
pable of portraiture— e. g. “ The oak as a symbol of strength,” or 
“ the sword as a symbol of slaughter.” These belong rather to 
omens than to symbols strictly so called.

The sword however is a universal symbol, varying in its 
signification according to position, and the symbols surrounding 
it. When alone it carries the meaning of equity if upright; and 
of retributive justice if the point be turned down. The appari­
tion of an oak, or of an upright granite cliff in a vision might be 
used by a communicating intelligence to convey the idea of resist- 
ent strength, but it would partake of the nature of an omen, and 
not of that of a symbol. For the oak might as easily represent 
overshadowing, protection from the weather; and the cliff might 
represent impassibility, volcanic power, and other things. Omens 
may mean one thing to one person, or set of persons, and another 
to others; the intuition is at liberty to attribute to an omen any 
signification that seems appropriate.

Symbols however leave no question as to their significance; 
their meanings are fixed, and interplanetary, in hermetic science 
and philosophy.

Among beginners in occultism these terms are frequently 
confused, the word symbol being constantly used where omen is 
the more appropriate. A  hermetic symbol is a fixed conven­
tional sign, and has a definite and permanent meaning, estab­
lished by prehistoric usage, and is therefore in a sense un­
alterable. Omens are unfixed; and unless established as signs be­
tween certain people, or classes of people, they are interpretable 
only by a consideration of environment, of variants from a sup­
posed norm, or standard, and by intuition instead of by intellect.

Symbols are associated with positive and exact knowledge
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and with science, and are interpreted by intellect; omens are 
associated with the art of augury, and are then interpreted by the 
intuition according to the rules of augury.

The little science that is connected with augury is purely 
hermetic, and is a possession of none but trained augurs; its 
philosophy however should be the property of every spiritual 
occultist.

The little art that is associated with symbolism, is concerned 
with their appropriate blending into complete ideas, concep­
tions, or thoughts.

The omens of augury are local, national, or racial, and are 
temporal, in as much as they vary with peoples and periods. The 
elements of symbolism are eternal and universal, being the ele­
ments of universal script which change but slowly. In occultism 
the symbols have never greatly changed in ages upon ages, owing 
to their having been carefully preserved by an enormous string 
of scholars and philosophers.

As both omens and symbols are largely used in occultism, 
and have always been so used, and as strict technique with regard 
to both has only been preserved among properly instructed stu­
dents, it becomes us to consider them as so much associated bv 
common usage, as to require a strict enquiry into the nature, and 
cosmic use of each. This naturally divides the subject into two 
great and primary divisions— Symbology, and (with an apology 
to etymologians) Omenology.

It has been said that the Kabalistic Tree of Life is the “ Key 
of all things when properly understood.” This is true, it is a 
truth of truths, as those whose knowledge of it is great affirm 
with greater and greater forcefulness as their grasp of that won­
derful symbol increases; and which must eternally increase, be­
cause, being a symbol of the limitlessness of natural principles, 
its meaning is infinitely extensible.

If however there is any one thing to which it is apparently a 
greater key than to all others, it is to symbology, because it is, in 
its simpler forms, the scheme or basis upon which the universal 
written language of the spheres is founded. We cannot take up 
this symbol of Symbols here, but must refer our present readers 
to the best exoteric explanation of it given by the late S. L. Mac­
Gregor Mathers, in his Kabalah Unveiled. * This work put 
forth in 18 8 7 , contains quite a few blinds, and some slight errors, 
being really the last valuable and authentic exposition of esoteric 
doctrine of the Piscian Age before the veil for the Aquarian 
Age began to be lifted by the Great Guardians of the Hermetic

*  See frontispiece this number—
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Wisdom. More may therefore be now said of the Tree of Life, 
and has been said already, than was permitted in those days; 
some of the errors may now be corrected, and some of the blinds 
removed.

Nevertheless those students who are not in a position to 
learn, and to correct those points, should make themselves as 
perfectly acquainted as possible with the terminology employed; 
with the preliminary or simpler meanings of the terms, and with 
the spirit of the teaching; which almost entirely refers to crea­
tion by involution: or in other words, to bringing manifested be­
ing out of the unmanifested.

O M E N O L O G Y
It is well understood that some 19  1/2  millions of years ago 

a body of the Order ''pT iy-j Np'fiJ?*, called the Sons-of- 
God in the bible, and Sons-of-Mind by Blavatsky, came to earth 
to awaken and train the embryotic mentality of the “ Mindless,” 
or as we prefer to call them the Earth-born who were at that time 
but slightly beyond the animal stage of evolution.

After a long, long period during which the Earth-born had 
made much intellectual progress, and had become truly, al­
though primitively, human, some of these Sons-of-God request­
ed permission to enter into incarnation to gather a form of ex­
perience that was lacking to them; but in which their human 
charges seemed to take delight. This was granted, by the higher 
powers, but the result was what, from a human point of view, 
appears to have been disastrous to both charges and teachers.

Others followed the example, and in the end almost the 
whole of the lower grades of these teachers took the plunge into 
human life, to go through this experience. The direct, but not 
immediate, result of this was that the whole community, (Earth- 
born pupils and Heaven-born teachers) forfeited the facile psy­
chism which they had possessed, and sank into grosser and grosser 
materialism.

Through this loss of psychism the earth-born could no long­
er contact their now unseeable teachers, and new methods of 
communication with the Gods had to be set up. The hands of the 
Gods, or as we call them, the Angelic Heaven-born, were forced; 
the responsibility was theirs, they had authorized the plunge and 
were responsible for all its consequences; so they had to take 
measures to replace the Heaven-born teachers, as well as to res-

*  T h is  title translates, T h e  Ancient o f the A ncients; it is not Hebrew, but 
C h aldee; and it refers to a cosmic order of advanced souls, who are conscious 
“ co-operators with the A lm ighty.”
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cue those teachers themselves from a condition in which they 
had lost all memory of their former estate, and regarded them­
selves as members of the human mob.

The dream condition now became the only state in which 
general communication with the higher planes could be held by 
men. They were now taught as animals are often taught, in their 
sleep; and omens came into action to warn, to protect, and to act 
as a means by which they could ascertain the will of the powers 
manifesting in the universe. W e have in historic times an institu­
tion in which the art of augury was carried to a high pitch, by 
that most practical nation, the Romans. The augury of the 
earlier Romans may perhaps have been the acme of the art; for 
with the intellectual awakenings of the later Mediterranean 
peoples it went gradually out of existence, except among the 
semi-savage and ignorant “ barbarians,” and the spiritually de­
generate Romans themselves.

If we now bear in mind that the divine personages who ab­
solutely rule the earth, are activated with a super-human love for 
their own fallen pupils, and also for those who had been the pu­
pils of their pupils, both of which were now shut off by the loss of 
their psychism from conscious intercommunication with their 
unseen guides, it will not appear strange that unusual efforts had 
to be made to rescue or help, the incarnate humans.

One of the methods was the establishment of the principles 
of omenology, which men could be taught in their dreams. 
The reason for this lies in the ease with which the attention 
of dreamers could be called to certain signs, shewn them 
in their dreaming, as being followed by certain conse­
quences; thus establishing systems of superstition. These 
superstitions could be easily shewn to be more than mere 
superstitions, by calling the attention of individuals con­
cerned to fortuitous occurrences in nature, similar to those 
of the dreams, as promises of good things, or as warnings of evil 
ones, when such were immediately impending. In some such 
way the principles of omenology became a method by which the 
Gods, (the Higher, and Angelic Heaven-born) were able to im­
press individual human beings, or even communities with what­
ever it was desired that they should know. Such individuals be­
came the predictors, soothsayers, wise-men, and prophets for 
mankind during the ages of darkness. And especially so during 
the intense darkness and materialism which followed the Great 
Atlantean Submergence of 850,000 years ago ; which marked the 
close of the Golden Age of the Greeks, and the beginning of a 
period of still greater darkness and black magic. This Golden
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Age was a reality that lasted in certain secret countries for some 
160,000 years. These countries were known as the Old Land of 
Ibez, and the Valley of Ibez, respectively.

This is to say that by first educating soothsayers in dreams, 
and then by shaping events, or apparent events in nature, to seem 
to have a sequential relation to coming events, in a manner cor­
responding to the dream sequences, a means of warning, and in­
structing humanity in general could be set up, in addition to the 
symbolic methods that were reserved for the great and secret 
educators in the Colleges of God.

It needs but very little imagination to perceive that the fear 
of being in wrong relation to “ the powers manifesting in the uni­
verse”  must necessarily have caused primitive mankind to desire 
to know the will of the Gods, so that they might preserve a benefi­
cent relation with those mysterious beings. The former psychic 
method having now almost ceased on account of the excessive 
materiality prevailing; tribal superstitions or even individual 
superstitions could in the way above described have been set up 
to meet the requirements; setting up a link, clumsy though it was, 
between men and groups of men, and their heaven-born but no 
longer visible teachers and guides. These would be purely pri­
vate omens through the medium of which incarnate souls could 
ascertain whether a proposed course of action, for instance, was 
pleasing or displeasing to “ the powers manifesting in the uni­
verse.”  Men further were apt to ask a sign of their own choos­
ing, (as in the case of Gideon and his sign of dew on a fleece, the 
story of which is found in Ju. 6 :3 7 ;) which sign could often be 
legitimately manifested by the Gods, on the principle that 
“ Man’s need is God’s opportunity,” which is the one real legiti- 
matizer of wonder working.

The story of Gideon is of course but a symbol of the condi­
tion, and of the difficulties, which the mystical descent into 
Egypt, * or the plunge of the heaven-born into earth-born condi­
tions, had placed on the intercourse between the Gods, and the 
Sons-of-God, while the latter were still in the depths of their 
plunge. The dew on the fleece was an omen asked for by man, it 
was granted; but in order to avoid the possibility of coincidence, 
Gideon requested a reversal of the phenomenon and it was grant­
ed also. In short, spiritualistic physical phenomena in answer to 
prayer, could easily have given rise to a system of omens, such 
as was practically devised, and applied to the policy of the 
Roman Kingdom and Republic, under the College of Augurs.

•E g y p t ’s name w as Chem, meaning darkness; its other name M itzraim  
signifies the straightened or distressed ones.)
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REGULAR A U G U R Y  BY T H E  COLLEGE OF AUGU RS

Let us for a while review as briefly as possible the modus 
operandi of divination from omens by the consecrated augurs of 
Rome.

Augurium, or augury, was the art of observation and inter­
pretation of omens; the rite or ceremony conducted by an augur. 
The College of Augurs in the purest period consisted of but very 
few members, probably not more than nine, at any one time.

An Augur was “ a member of a particular college of priests, 
much reverenced in earlier ages, who made known the future by 
observing the lightning, the flight and notes of birds, the feeding 
of the sacred fowls, certain appearances of quadrupeds, and any 
unusual occurrences.”

The author of this definition appears to have missed in one 
point, in the case of early Rome; because the early college of 
augurs does not appear to have permitted prediction, or making 
known the future. In later times, under the stress of Hannibal’s 
invasion this regulation was overstepped, and this precedent may 
have been followed subsequently; because this was a period in 
which the earlier, and purely Roman religion was in a process 
of change through the admission of Greek and other innovations, 
which led to the contempt into which the orthodox religion be­
gan to fall, and the spiritual darkness of only a few decades later.

To be continued

“ M an is created with great pow ers; he is greater than heaven and greater 
than earth. By  faith, imagination and w ill, he may accomplish whatsoever he 
desires.

“ H e may come into possession of creative power by identifying his own mind 
with the U niversal M ind, and he who succeeds in doing so, w ill be in the posses­
sion of the highest possible wisdom ; the lower realms of nature will be subject to 
him, and the powers o f heaven w ill aid him, because heaven is the true servant of 
wisdom.

“ The exercise of true magic does not require any ceremony or conjuration, 
or the making of circles or of signs ; it requires a strong faith in the omnipotent 
power of the all good, that can accomplish everything if it acts through a human 
mind who is in harmony with it, and without which nothing useful can be accom­
plished.”  Paracelus.
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m)tWfctl of l i f e
By B e r t h a  E l l i n w o o d  W a l k e r

“ A  thousand years is as a day”
I ’m only tarrying here awhile 
T o  learn the beauty of a smile,

T o  catch the sunshine in a  rose 
T o  watch and see how patience grow s; 

H ow  griefs are met, and love is born,
H ow  color tints the com ing morn.

A nd toils and troubles ? W h at are th ey !
I only tarry  for a d a y !

“ A  thousand years is as a day.”
I ’m only tarrying here awhile 
T o  help my friend along the mile,

T o  teach my heart to sing and sing,
A nd so find love in everything;

T o  touch w ith fingers soft and kind,
T h e  pity of a w orld  gone blind.

A nd tears and heartaches— w hat are they ?
I  only tarry  for a d a y !

“ A  thousand years is as a day” ;
Each thousand years but one abode,
O ne home of rest upon the ro ad ;

T h ose  heavenly mansions in the skies 
T o w ard  which we here turn longing eyes, 

A re our nights’ peace, where we may dream, 
Y e t know things real from  things that seem 

Each one, a step along the w ay—
A  thousand years is but a day!

“ A  thousand years is as a day” —
I ’m only tarrying here awhile 
T o  turn a tear into a sm ile ;

T o  build a shining aureole 
A round the edges of my soul,

A nd polish free from  spot or sin,
T h e  temple that I  keep it in.

T h e  births of deaths? Ah, w hat are they!
I  only tarry  for a d a y !

“ A  thousand years is as a day,”
And when the curtain of the night 
Is  once more lifted from  our sight,

W e downward go to earth again,
And tread once more its ways o f pain ; 

Its ways of light and laughter, to o ;
Its ways of friendship, tried and true.

T h e  W heel is long— but sure the w ay!
A  thousand years is but a day!
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®fje fteptfjologp of Color
The New Thought Idea of Mourning 

By  J. C. F. Grumbine

Co-incidental with certain atmospheric changes and mete­
orological conditions, caused, it is said, by the war, is the grow­
ing conviction among informed people that black should be 
tabooed as well as discarded as the fashionable color for mourn­
ing.

The theory is advanced that no color, if color it is, is more 
depressing on the morale and spirit of people who are mourning 
their slain sons or brothers in the war, than black.

As a war measure established by official precedent, if not by 
the decree of fashion, nothing will be more cheerful and optimis­
tic in its psychological effect upon the civilian population than 
the use of white, purple, violet, or gray for mourning purposes, 
and for the reason that white is affirmative, positive and spiritu­
ally hopeful in its symbolic effect upon the senses, while purple 
and violet are soothing and reposeful, and gray is suggestive of 
the vision of a new hope and understanding dawning upon the be­
reaved and disconsolate.

Among the Hindus, Mohammedans, Parsees and Turks, 
black is associated with everything material, negative, dark, evil, 
hopeless, destructive and lifeless, that it seems to defeat the belief 
in the doctrine of the resurrection of a future life, which death 
forecasts and therefore these Oriental nations, with subtle under­
standing of the significance of color and the effects of its psychol­
ogy on human lives, have ruled through centuries of religious 
usage and customs other colors to be used for the mourning habit. 
It is a well known fact that our custom of wearing black for 
mourning was borrowed originally from the Romans, as they, 
in their turn, received the custom from the Greeks. White was 
conspicuously worn, by the Roman women for one year. For 
instance, while the Turks and Moslems wear violet, the Chinese 
wear white, and these colors are to be preferred to black.

In the first place, it is doubtful if any color should officially 
be accepted, even if black is proscribed, for the reason that a 
variety of colors could be chosen, any one of which would express 
the religious belief and prophetic vision of death and the resur­
rection ; every such color would be psychologically cheerful and 
hopeful, both on the individual mourner as well as on those who 
wish to express their sympathies and condolences in the most 
helpful and the least depressing manner.
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Is there any living object more abject, unchristian, intoler­
able and suicidal to the morale of our people, which needs to be 
stimulated rather than discouraged, than women garbed in deep­
est, canonical mourning as though declaring by their black habit 
that God had fallen from His High Heaven, that all’s wrong 
with the world and that death had blotted out life’s morning ana 
evening star?

In speaking of death, Robert Ingersoll, the world’s greatest 
orator and infidel remarked that “ hope sees a star and hears the 
rustle of wings.” Surely a Christian custom of black mourning 
should fast become more honored in the breach than in the observ­
ance, in view of the recent demonstrable scientific proofs of the 
survival of the personality after death as furnished by the Psy­
chical Research Society. In fact, agnosticism and ignorance as 
well as evil are symbolized by black, and that is one most im­
portant reason why the psychological effect of black is depress­
ing and pernicious, whereas white, purple, violet, yellow are 
symbolic of knowledge, immortality, Divinity, consequently 
their peace inspiring and soothing effect on the nerves.

If wearing black as mourning must continue, itand 
foster the pagan habit, (with all due respect t'anydne not 
which stifles the soul’s aspiration after immorsucb was a 
openly deny the assuring facts of a Christian ancj keen think- 
will automatically and mechanically adveĉ reful that his con- 
Spintual World and openly defy thobg|rved state with such 
the masses of the people, that dea,ocal faith in the truth of a 
fellow wrote: ls of such a man will have

“ There is no death, to the writer questionable 
What seems so is traThe Evidence for Survival, 

This life of mortal breaDestiny of Man, and 1 he 
Is but the suburb of in doing more than stimu- 

Whose portal we call (.minds of those open to cou­
rse who already had reason

If the one supreme end of the a
a world democracy is the re-stateme)re than this from him, and 
being, then the spiritual fruition Ojpointed, who came expect- 
self sacrifices which our loyal boyars and reports in the press 
their lives for our sake, should den thought Sir Oliver some
white, gray, or all the modest colors,ould bring out on the plat-

If social custom decrees that w 0f them for all to see, and 
mourning then let the modest colo30ns like a man called Rinn 
preferably white be used; for blaclstrow have challenged Sir 
and deadly in its effect upon our ¡man or be for ever labelled 
what the hearts of most men and wo.
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I t  i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  r e m i n d  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  t h a t  t h e  

f a c t  o f  t h e  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h  c a n n o t  b e  p r o v e n  o r  d e m o n s t r a t e d  

f r o m  a  l e c t u r e  p l a t f o r m .  T h e  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  i t s  t r u t h  m u s t  c o m e  

f r o m  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  c u m u l a t i v e  e x p e r i ­

e n c e s  w h i c h  i n  t h e i r  t o t a l i t y  e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

d o u b t s .  S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e ,  b y  a  p u r s u i t  o f  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  h a s  

e x t e n d e d  o v e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  b y  a  c a r e f u l  a n d  a n a l y t i c a l  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  r e c e i v e d ,  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  c o n ­

v i c t i o n ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  h i s  e x p r e s s e d  a n d  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  f a i t h  i s  

w o r t h y  o f  g r e a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  m u s t  c a r r y  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  

w e i g h t ,  h e  i s  n o  m o r e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  i t  t o  o t h e r s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  

p e r s o n .

A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e  

t o o k  i n  a l l  h i s  l e c t u r e s .  H e  r e c o u n t e d  s o m e  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

o f f e r i n g  t h e m  a s  e v i d e n c e ,  n o t  p r o o f ;  b u t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  a r g u ­

m e n t s  w e r e  d e d u c t i o n s  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  a n a l o g i e s  t o  k n o w n  

l a w s  o f  p h y s i c s .  T h i s  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t i c e a b l e  i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  

“ T h e  D e s t i n y  o f  M a n , ”  “ T h e  R e a l i t y  o f  t h e  U n s e e n ”  a n d  t h e  

“ C o n t i n u i t y  o f  E x i s t e n c e , ”  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c a r e ­

f u l  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e ,  t o  h i m ,  u n k n o w n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  k n o w n ;  

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  h i m  p r o b a b l e  b u t  n o t  p r o v a b l e .

T o  a  s t u d e n t  o f  o c c u l t i s m  t h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  f a l l  v e r y  f a r  

s h o r t  o f  w h a t  h e  b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  f a c t ,  b u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p a u c i t y  

o f  k n o w l e d g e  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t ,  w e r e  p e r h a p s  a s  f a r  a s  

a n y  m a n  c o u l d  g o ,  a n d  f a r t h e r  t h a n  m o s t  s c i e n t i f i c  m i n d s  w o u l d  

g ° -

A m o n g  t h e  m o s t  c o n s p i c u o u s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  

f a i t h  w a s  t h a t  t h e  e t h e r e a l  b o d y  w a s  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  

s o u l .  I t  s e e m s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h i s  r e a l l y  g r e a t  t h i n k e r ,  k n o w i n g  o f  

a  s u b s t a n c e  f i n e r  a n d  s u b t l e r  t h a n  p h y s i c a l  m a t t e r ,  s h o u l d  s t o p  

t h e r e  a n d  n o t  a d m i t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t i l l  f i n e r  a n d  s u b t l e r  s u b ­

s t a n c e s  t h a n  w h a t  h e  t e r m s  e t h e r ;  a n d  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  c o n f u s e  

s p i r i t ,  l i f e ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  

w i t h  i t s  v e h i c l e  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  must b e  s u b s t a n t i a l .

S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e  i s  a  n o t e d  m a s t e r  o f  p h y s i c s ,  w h o  h a s  

b r o u g h t  h i s  t r a i n e d  m i n d  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  p h e n o m ­

e n a ,  w h i c h  h e  f i n d s  p r o v e s  t o  h i s  f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  

b e i n g  l i v e s  o n  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  c h a n g e  w e  c a l l  

d e a t h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  k n o w l e d g e — a l l  t h e  r e s t  i s  s p e c u ­

l a t i o n  w h i c h ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  i t  m a y  b e ,  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

a n d  m u c h  c l o s e r  t o  t r u t h  w e r e  h e  a l s o  a  s t u d e n t  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  

a n d  t h e  g r e a t  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

t h e  l a w s  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h ,  o f  s p i r i t  a n d  m a t t e r ,  b y  a i d  o f  d e v e l ­

o p e d  f a c u l t y  w i t h i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h i c h  i s  s o  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  p h y -
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I s  t h e r e  a n y  l i v i n g  o b j e c t  m o r e  a b j e c t ,  u n c h r i s t i a n ,  i n t o l e r ­

a b l e  a n d  s u i c i d a l  t o  t h e  m o r a l e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e ,  w h i c h  n e e d s  t o  b e  

s t i m u l a t e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  t h a n  w o m e n  g a r b e d  i n  d e e p ­

e s t ,  c a n o n i c a l  m o u r n i n g  a s  t h o u g h  d e c l a r i n g  b y  t h e i r  b l a c k  h a b i t  

t h a t  G o d  h a d  f a l l e n  f r o m  H i s  H i g h  H e a v e n ,  t h a t  a l l ’ s  w r o n g  

w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t h a t  d e a t h  h a d  b l o t t e d  o u t  l i f e ’ s  m o r n i n g  a n d  

e v e n i n g  s t a r ?

I n  s p e a k i n g  o f  d e a t h ,  R o b e r t  I n g e r s o l l ,  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  g r e a t e s t  

o r a t o r  a n d  i n f i d e l  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  “ h o p e  s e e s  a  s t a r  a n d  h e a r s  t h e  

r u s t l e  o f  w i n g s . ”  S u r e l y  a  C h r i s t i a n  c u s t o m  o f  b l a c k  m o u r n i n g  

s h o u l d  f a s t  b e c o m e  m o r e  h o n o r e d  i n  t h e  b r e a c h  t h a n  i n  t h e  o b s e r v ­

a n c e ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  d e m o n s t r a b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  

s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  a f t e r  d e a t h  a s  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  P s y ­

c h i c a l  R e s e a r c h  S o c i e t y .  I n  f a c t ,  a g n o s t i c i s m  a n d  i g n o r a n c e  as  

w e l l  a s  e v i l  a r e  s y m b o l i z e d  b y  b l a c k ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  o n e  m o s t  i m ­

p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  b l a c k  i s  d e p r e s s ­

i n g  a n d  p e r n i c i o u s ,  w h e r e a s  w h i t e ,  p u r p l e ,  v i o l e t ,  y e l l o w  a r e  

s y m b o l i c  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  D i v i n i t y ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  

t h e i r  p e a c e  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  s o o t h i n g  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  n e r v e s .

I f  w e a r i n g  b l a c k  a s  m o u r n i n g  m u s t  c o n t i n u e ,  i t  w i l l  

f o s t e r  t h e  p a g a n  h a b i t ,  ( w i t h  a l l  d u e  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d e a d ) ,  

w h i c h  s t i f l e s  t h e  s o u l ’ s  a s p i r a t i o n  a f t e r  i m m o r t a l i t y .  I t  w i l l  

o p e n l y  d e n y  t h e  a s s u r i n g  f a c t s  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  I t  

w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l l y  a d v e r t i s e  a  n e s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l  W o r l d  a n d  o p e n l y  d e f y  t h e  g r o w i n g  c o n v i c t i o n  a m o n g  

t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  d e a t h  d o e s  n o t  e n d  l i f e .  L o n g ­

f e l l o w  w r o t e :

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  d e a t h ,

W h a t  s e e m s  s o  i s  t r a n s i t i o n ,

T h i s  l i f e  o f  m o r t a l  b r e a t h ,

I s  b u t  t h e  s u b u r b  o f  t h e  l i f e  e l y s i a n ,

W h o s e  p o r t a l  w e  c a l l  d e a t h . ”

I f  t h e  o n e  s u p r e m e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r ,  b e y o n d  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  

a  w o r l d  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t h e  r e - s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  f a c t  o f  o u r  i m m o r t a l  

b e i n g ,  t h e n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f r u i t i o n  o f  t h e  g a r n e r e d  h a r v e s t  o f  t h e  

s e l f  s a c r i f i c e s  w h i c h  o u r  l o y a l  b o y s  h a v e  m a d e  b y  l a y i n g  d o w n  

t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  o u r  s a k e ,  s h o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  n o t  b y  b l a c k  b u t  b y  

w h i t e ,  g r a y ,  o r  a l l  t h e  m o d e s t  c o l o r s ,  t h a t  f a c t  o f  i m m o r t a l  v i c t o r y .

I f  s o c i a l  c u s t o m  d e c r e e s  t h a t  w e  m u s t  o u t w a r d l y  d i s p l a y  o u r  

m o u r n i n g  t h e n  l e t  t h e  m o d e s t  c o l o r s  o f  g r a y ,  v i o l e t ,  p u r p l e ,  o r  

p r e f e r a b l y  w h i t e  b e  u s e d ;  f o r  b l a c k  i s  a b h o r r e n t  a n d  r e p u l s i v e  

a n d  d e a d l y  i n  i t s  e f f e c t  u p o n  o u r  p s y c h i c  i m p u l s e s .  I t  d e n i e s  

w h a t  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m o s t  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  b e l i e v e  a n d  a f f i r m .  T h e
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I t  i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  r e m i n d  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  t h a t  t h e  

f a c t  o f  t h e  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h  c a n n o t  b e  p r o v e n  o r  d e m o n s t r a t e d  

f r o m  a  l e c t u r e  p l a t f o r m .  T h e  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  i t s  t r u t h  m u s t  c o m e  

f r o m  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  c u m u l a t i v e  e x p e r i ­

e n c e s  w h i c h  i n  t h e i r  t o t a l i t y  e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

d o u b t s .  S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e ,  b y  a  p u r s u i t  o f  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  h a s  

e x t e n d e d  o v e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  b y  a  c a r e f u l  a n d  a n a l y t i c a l  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  r e c e i v e d ,  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  c o n ­

v i c t i o n ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  h i s  e x p r e s s e d  a n d  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  f a i t h  i s  

w o r t h y  o f  g r e a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  m u s t  c a r r y  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  

w e i g h t ,  h e  i s  n o  m o r e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  i t  t o  o t h e r s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  

p e r s o n .

A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e  

t o o k  i n  a l l  h i s  l e c t u r e s .  H e  r e c o u n t e d  s o m e  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

o f f e r i n g  t h e m  a s  e v i d e n c e ,  n o t  p r o o f ;  b u t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  a r g u ­

m e n t s  w e r e  d e d u c t i o n s  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  a n a l o g i e s  t o  k n o w n  

l a w s  o f  p h y s i c s .  T h i s  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t i c e a b l e  i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  

“ T h e  D e s t i n y  o f  M a n , ”  “ T h e  R e a l i t y  o f  t h e  U n s e e n ”  a n d  t h e  

“ C o n t i n u i t y  o f  E x i s t e n c e , ”  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c a r e ­

f u l  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e ,  t o  h i m ,  u n k n o w n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  k n o w n ;  

" • e r a l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  h i m  p r o b a b l e  b u t  n o t  p r o v a b l e .

m d e n t  o f  o c c u l t i s m  t h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  f a l l  v e r y  f a r  

h e  b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  f a c t ,  b u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p a u c i t y  

o n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t ,  w e r e  p e r h a p s  a s  f a r  a s  

From t n n d  f a r t h e r  t h a n  m o s t  s c i e n t i f i c  m i n d s  w o u l d  
Thou hast coin«.
I cannot lead fh1Spicuous questionable statements of 
I only could g.vj ^  ^  ^  shouI(j be called the

Thou art the gn- t h i s  r e a l l y  g r e a t  t h i n k e r ,  k n o w i n g  o f  

Stronger and w i ' . e r  t h a n  p h y s i c a l  m a t t e r ,  s h o u l d  s t o p  

For thou hast t l , s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t i l l  f i n e r  a n d  s u b t l e r  s u b -  

Strength by the , s  e d i e r ;  a n d  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  c o n f u s e

Thou from t h e ^ i c h  * s  n o t  a n c * c a n n o t  t> e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  
Hast the wisdonm w f i i c h  must b e  s u b s t a n t i a l .

Thou seest Bey<a n o t e d  m a s t e r  o f  p h y s i c s ,  w h o  h a s  

Thy bright eyes^ a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  p h e n o m -  

T , t o  h i s  f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n

To Conquer thyat c o n d i t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  c h a n g e  w e  c a l l  

Thou art here f r f  h i s  k n o w l e d g e — a l l  t h e  r e s t  i s  s p e c u -  

Then, behold, u s  i t  m a y  b e ,  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

w e r e  h e  a l s o  a  s t u d e n t  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  
But, during thistbe a n c j e n t  s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  i n v e s t i g a t e d

Thou shalt set t  o f  s p i r i t  a n d  m a t t e r ,  b y  a i d  o f  d e v e l -  

On all things the l v e s ,  w h i c h  i s  s o  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  p h y -
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I s  t h e r e  a n y  l i v i n g  o b j e c t  m o r e  a b j e c t ,  u n c h r i s t i a n ,  i n t o l e r ­

a b l e  a n d  s u i c i d a l  t o  t h e  m o r a l e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e ,  w h i c h  n e e d s  t o  b e  

s t i m u l a t e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  t h a n  w o m e n  g a r b e d  i n  d e e p ­

e s t ,  c a n o n i c a l  m o u r n i n g  a s  t h o u g h  d e c l a r i n g  b y  t h e i r  b l a c k  h a b i t  

t h a t  G o d  h a d  f a l l e n  f r o m  H i s  H i g h  H e a v e n ,  t h a t  a l l ’ s  w r o n g  

w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t h a t  d e a t h  h a d  b l o t t e d  o u t  l i f e ’ s  m o r n i n g  a n a  
e v e n i n g  s t a r ?

I n  s p e a k i n g  o f  d e a t h ,  R o b e r t  I n g e r s o l l ,  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  g r e a t e s t  

o r a t o r  a n d  i n f i d e l  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  “ h o p e  s e e s  a  s t a r  a n d  h e a r s  t h e  

r u s t l e  o f  w i n g s . ”  S u r e l y  a  C h r i s t i a n  c u s t o m  o f  b l a c k  m o u r n i n g  

s h o u l d  f a s t  b e c o m e  m o r e  h o n o r e d  i n  t h e  b r e a c h  t h a n  i n  t h e  o b s e r v ­

a n c e ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  d e m o n s t r a b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  

s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  a f t e r  d e a t h  a s  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  P s y ­

c h i c a l  R e s e a r c h  S o c i e t y .  I n  f a c t ,  a g n o s t i c i s m  a n d  i g n o r a n c e  a s  

w e l l  a s  e v i l  a r e  s y m b o l i z e d  b y  b l a c k ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  o n e  m o s t  i m ­

p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  b l a c k  i s  d e p r e s s ­

i n g  a n d  p e r n i c i o u s ,  w h e r e a s  w h i t e ,  p u r p l e ,  v i o l e t ,  y e l l o w  a r e  

s y m b o l i c  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  D i v i n i t y ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  

t h e i r  p e a c e  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  s o o t h i n g  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  n e r v e s .

I f  w e a r i n g  b l a c k  a s  m o u r n i n g  m u s t  c o n t i n u e ,  i t l i n d  

f o s t e r  t h e  p a g a n  h a b i t ,  ( w i t h  a l l  d u e  r e s p e c t  t o  a n y o n e  n o t  

w h i c h  s t i f l e s  t h e  s o u l ’ s  a s p i r a t i o n  a f t e r  i m m o r fs u c b  w a s  a  

o p e n l y  d e n y  t h e  a s s u r i n g  f a c t s  o f  a  C h r i s t i a p r  a n d  k e e n  t h i n k -  

w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l l y  a d v e r ^ '  r e f u l  t h a t  h i s  c o n -  

S p i n t u a l  W o r l d  a n d  o p e n l y  d e f y  t h p o b s | r v e d  s t a t e  w i t h  s u c h  

t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  d e a t , o c a l  f a i t h  i n  t h e  t r u t h  o f  a  

f e l l o w  w r o t e :  l g  o f  s u c h  a  m a n  w i l l  h a v e

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  d e a t h ,  t 0  t h e  w r i t e r  q u e s t i o n a b l e  

W h a t  s e e m s  s o  i s  t r a n ^  h e  E v i d e n c e  f o r  S u r v i v a l ,  

T h i s  l i f e  o f  m o r t a l  b r e a t ^ e s t i n y  o f  M a n ,  a n d  T h e  

I s  b u t  t h e  s u b u r b  o f  t  i n  d o i n g  m o r e  t h a n  s t i m u -  

W h o s e  p o r t a l  w e  c a l l  d  m i n d s  o f  t h o s e  o p e n  t o  c o n -

) s e  w h o  a l r e a d y  h a d  r e a s o n
I f  t h e  o n e  s u p r e m e  e n d  o f  t h e  w

a  w o r l d  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t h e  r e - s t a t e m e r ^ r e  than this from him, and 
b e i n g ,  t h e n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f r u i t i o n  oGpointed, who came expect- 
s e l f  s a c r i f i c e s  w h i c h  o u r  l o y a l  b o y s  ters and reports in the press 
t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  o u r  s a k e ,  s h o u l d  d e m  thought S i r  O l i v e r  some 
w h i t e ,  g r a y ,  o r  a l l  t h e  m o d e s t  c o l o r s ,  tould bring out on the plat-

I f  s o c i a l  c u s t o m  d e c r e e s  t h a t  w e  of them for all to see, and 
m o u r n i n g  t h e n  l e t  t h e  m o d e s t  colorsons like a man called Rinn 
p r e f e r a b l y  w h i t e  b e  u s e d ;  f o r  b l a c f o s t r o w  have challenged Sir 
a n d  d e a d l y  i n  i t s  e f f e c t  u p o n  o u r  pman or be f o r  ever labelled 
w h a t  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m o s t  m e n  a n d  w o n
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I t  i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  r e m i n d  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  t h a t  t h e  

f a c t  o f  t h e  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h  c a n n o t  b e  p r o v e n  o r  d e m o n s t r a t e d  

f r o m  a  l e c t u r e  p l a t f o r m .  T h e  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  i t s  t r u t h  m u s t  c o m e  

f r o m  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  c u m u l a t i v e  e x p e r i ­

e n c e s  w h i c h  i n  t h e i r  t o t a l i t y  e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

d o u b t s .  S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e ,  b y  a  p u r s u i t  o f  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  h a s  

e x t e n d e d  o v e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  b y  a  c a r e f u l  a n d  a n a l y t i c a l  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  r e c e i v e d ,  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  c o n ­

v i c t i o n ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  h i s  e x p r e s s e d  a n d  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  f a i t h  i s  

w o r t h y  o f  g r e a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  m u s t  c a r r y  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  

w e i g h t ,  h e  i s  n o  m o r e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  i t  t o  o t h e r s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  

p e r s o n .

A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e  

t o o k  i n  a l l  h i s  l e c t u r e s .  H e  r e c o u n t e d  s o m e  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

o f f e r i n g  t h e m  a s  e v i d e n c e ,  n o t  p r o o f ;  b u t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  a r g u ­

m e n t s  w e r e  d e d u c t i o n s  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  a n a l o g i e s  t o  k n o w n  

l a w s  o f  p h y s i c s .  T h i s  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t i c e a b l e  i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  

“ T h e  D e s t i n y  o f  M a n , ”  “ T h e  R e a l i t y  o f  t h e  U n s e e n ”  a n d  t h e  

“ C o n t i n u i t y  o f  E x i s t e n c e , ”  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c a r e ­

f u l  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e ,  t o  h i m ,  u n k n o w n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  k n o w n ;  

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  h i m  p r o b a b l e  b u t  n o t  p r o v a b l e .

T o  a  s t u d e n t  o f  o c c u l t i s m  t h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  f a l l  v e r y  f a r  

s h o r t  o f  w h a t  h e  b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  f a c t ,  b u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p a u c i t y  

o f  k n o w l e d g e  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t ,  w e r e  p e r h a p s  a s  f a r  a s  

a n y  m a n  c o u l d  g o ,  a n d  f a r t h e r  t h a n  m o s t  s c i e n t i f i c  m i n d s  w o u l d

g o -

A m o n g  t h e  m o s t  c o n s p i c u o u s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  

f a i t h  w a s  t h a t  t h e  e t h e r e a l  b o d y  w a s  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  

s o u l .  I t  s e e m s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h i s  r e a l l y  g r e a t  t h i n k e r ,  k n o w i n g  o f  

a  s u b s t a n c e  f i n e r  a n d  s u b t l e r  t h a n  p h y s i c a l  m a t t e r ,  s h o u l d  s t o p  

t h e r e  a n d  n o t  a d m i t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t i l l  f i n e r  a n d  s u b t l e r  s u b ­

s t a n c e s  t h a n  w h a t  h e  t e r m s  e t h e r ;  a n d  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  c o n f u s e  

s p i r i t ,  l i f e ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  

w i t h  i t s  v e h i c l e  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  must b e  s u b s t a n t i a l .

S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e  i s  a  n o t e d  m a s t e r  o f  p h y s i c s ,  w h o  h a s  

b r o u g h t  h i s  t r a i n e d  m i n d  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  p h e n o m ­

e n a ,  w h i c h  h e  f i n d s  p r o v e s  t o  h i s  f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  

b e i n g  l i v e s  o n  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  c h a n g e  w e  c a l l  

d e a t h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  k n o w l e d g e — a l l  t h e  r e s t  i s  s p e c u ­

l a t i o n  w h i c h ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  i t  m a y  b e ,  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

a n d  m u c h  c l o s e r  t o  t r u t h  w e r e  h e  a l s o  a  s t u d e n t  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  

a n d  t h e  g r e a t  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

t h e  l a w s  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h ,  o f  s p i r i t  a n d  m a t t e r ,  b y  a i d  o f  d e v e l ­

o p e d  f a c u l t y  w i t h i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h i c h  i s  s o  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  p h y -
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s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x p l o r e  a n d  m a p  o u t  

n e l d s  n o t  y e t  i m a g i n e d  b y  u s  m o d e r n s .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  l e c t u r e  o n  “ T h e  D e s t i n y  o f  M a n , ”  S i r  

O l i v e r  h a d ,  o r  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e ,  n o  m o r e  n o t i o n  t h a n  a  c h i l d  w h a t  

t h i s  d e s t i n y  c o u l d  b e .  T h e  a r g u m e n t  w a s  t h a t  m a n  h a d  e x i s t e d  

u p o n  t h i s  E a r t h  f o r  5 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s ,  a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  w h i c h  e v e n  m a n y  

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  w o u l d  t a k e  e x c e p t i o n ,  l e t  a l o n e  e v e r y  o c c u l t i s t .

u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  m a n  a d v a n c e d  f r o m  a n  a p e - l i k e  a n i m a l  c r e a t u r e  

t o  w h a t  w e  k n o w  o f  h i m  n o w .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S i r  O l i v e r  h e  h a s  

a b o u t  2 0  m i l l i o n  y e a r s  m o r e  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  S u n  w i l l  k e e p  t h e  

a r t h  w a r m  e n o u g h  t o  s u p p o r t  l i f e .  E r g o ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  d e s t i n y  

m u s t  b e  s o m e t h i n g  w o n d e r f u l .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  a l l  o n e  c o u l d  

e x p e c t ,  b u t  h o w  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  m o r e  d e f i n i t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  

A d e p t ,  t h e  M a s t e r ,  t h e  g r e a t  B e i n g ,  w h o ,  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  P o w e r ,  

W i s d o m  a n d  L o v e  o f  o u r  S o l a r  F a t h e r ,  t a k e s  h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  W i l l ,  c o n s c i o u s l y  a n d  v o l u n t a r i l y  

w o r k i n g  f o r  i t s  c o n s u m m a t i o n .

B E A U T Y  

B y  M .  T .  H .

T h e  t r u e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  a r e  G o o d n e s s ,  

. u  .>  a . ® e a u t y -  I f  i s  t h e s e  t h r e e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  t h a t  d i s ­

t i n g u i s h  i t  f r o m  t h e  p u r e l y  a n i m a l  s o u l .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a l l  

t h r e e  s h a l l  b e  p r o p e r l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o ­

d u c e  s y m m e t r i c a l  g r o w t h ,  t h e  o n l y  w a y  b y  w h i c h  m a n  c a n  b e c o m e  
s u p e r m a n .

T h e  w o r l d  i s  c o m i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  

p r i m e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  G o o d n e s s  a n d  T r u t h ,  b u t  i s  h e e d l e s s l y  i n ­

c l i n e d  t o  o v e r l o o k  t h e  e q u a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  B e a u t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

w e  h a v e  u n e q u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p o w e r s ,  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  

i n e v i t a b l y  i n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  m e n t a l ,  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  d i s t o r t i o n s ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  s o u l  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f .  I f  i t  

c a n n o t  f o l l o w  a  c l e a r  s t r a i g h t  c h a n n e l ,  i t  m u s t  p e r f o r c e  s e e k  a l l  

m a n n e r  o f  d e v i o u s  c r o o k e d  w a y s .

.  P  y e  r e f o r m e r s  a n d  l o v e r s  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  a l l  y e  w h o  a r e  

s t r i v i n g  a n d  s a c r i f i c i n g  f o r  a  b e t t e r  d a y ,  n e g l e c t  n o t  B e a u t y  1 
B e a u t y  g e n t l y  t a k e s  u s  b y  t h e  h a n d  a n d  w o o s  u s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  

p r o s a i c  s o r d i d  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  t h e  n e w  h e a v e n  a n d  n e w  

e a r t h  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  d r e a m e d ,  a n d  f e e d s  u s  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  

f o u n t  o f  L i f e  i t s e l f .  T h i s  t r a n s f o r m i n g  h e a v e n l y  m a n n a  b e a r s  

w i t h i n  i t s e l f  t h e  f e r m e n t  o f  I m m o r t a l i t y .

G o o d n e s s ,  T r u t h ,  a n d  B e a u t y ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  i n  o n e !  W h e n  

shall t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  c o m e  i n t o  i t s  h e r i t a g e ?
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)t Bemocracp of H a m a
By H. K ellett C hambers

I t  i s  a  p o p u l a r  t e a c h i n g  o f  T h e o s o p h i c a l  t e x t b o o k s  t h a t  t h o s e  

w h o  f o l l o w  t h e  P a t h  o f  A t t a i n m e n t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  “ a r i s t o c r a c y ” o f  

“ o l d  s o u l s , ”  w h o  h a v e  e v o l v e d  a  s t a g e  o r  t w o  b e y o n d  t h e  r a n k  a n d  

f i l e  o f  h u m a n i t y .  A n d  m a n y  a n  e a r n e s t  m y s t i c ,  h a r a s s e d  b y  k a r ­

m i c  c a r e s ,  m o u l d s  h i s  i n n e r  l i f e  u p o n  a  c o n s o l i n g  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

h i m s e l f  a s  a  s p i r i t u a l  V e r e  d e  V e r e ,  m o d e s t l y  m a s q u e r a d i n g  

a m o n g  t h e  G r e a t  U n w a s h e d .

F i r m l y  g r a s p i n g  t h e  a x e  o f  t h e  i c o n o c l a s t ,  t h e  w r i t e r  a s p i r e s  

t o  s p l i t  t h a t  p l e a s i n g  f a n c y  i n t o  f i r e w o o d .  I t  g r e w  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

p l a c e  f r o m  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  T h e o s o p h i c a l  w r i t e r s  

t h a t  t h e  s p i r a l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e v o l u t i o n  l e d  t h e  e g o  t h r o u g h  l i f e  

a f t e r  l i f e  i n  c o m p l e t e  i g n o r a n c e  o f  o c c u l t  t r u t h ,  u n t i l  i t  b r o u g h t  

h i m  t o  a  c e r t a i n  s t a g e  o f  “ r i p e n e s s , ”  w h e r e u p o n  h e  w o u l d  b e ­

c o m e  a  c o n s c i o u s  a s p i r a n t  o f  “ t h e  P a t h , ”  a n d ,  i f  a l l  w e n t  w e l l ,  

w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  i n  c o n s c i o u s  p r o g r e s s  t h e r e o n ,  t h r o u g h  l i f e  a f t e r  

l i f e ,  u n t i l  h e  s h o u l d  a c h i e v e  M a s t e r y .

A  r a t h e r  h a s t y  c o n c l u s i o n ,  b u t  a s  p l a u s i b l e  a s  t h e  c a r d - i n d e x  

o f  a n  e f f i c i e n c y  e x p e r t ,  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  f u l l  o f  s u b t l e  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  

h u m a n  c r a v i n g  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  i n  a  p a t r i c i a n  c a s t e .

A f t e r  a  w h i l e ,  t o  b e  s u r e ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  “ o l d  s o u l s ”  w a s  

m o d i f i e d  t o  d e n o t e  “ a g e ”  i n  p o i n t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  

t i m e ;  b u t  t h e  c o m p r o m i s e  o n l y  r a i s e d  n e w  p e r p l e x i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  

“ a r i s t o c r a c y ”  r e m a i n e d  r o o t e d .

N o w ,  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  s i n c e r e l y  f o l l o w ,  o r  d i l ­

i g e n t l y  s e e k ,  “ t h e  P a t h ”  a r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  i d e a l ,  t h a t  

o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .  A n d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  a m o n g  t h e m —  

s o m e t i m e s  c o n s p i c u o u s  i n  t h e  g l a r e  o f  t h e  b a t t l e - f r o n t ,  b u t  o t t e n ­

e r  i n  r e m o t e  s t r a t e g i c  s e c l u s i o n  f r o m  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d —  

l o o m s  a  f i g u r e  w h i c h ,  i n  i t s  p l e n t i t u d e  o f  p o w e r ,  w i s d o m  a n d  

l o v e ,  h a n d s o m e l y  f u l f i l s  t h e  m o s t  e x a c t i n g  p r e c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a l l  

t h a t  a n  a l l - a r o u n d  e v o l u t i o n a r y  a r i s t o c r a t  o u g h t  t o  b e .  B u t  t h e  

r a n k  a n d  f i l e  o f  u s — l e t  t h i s  b e  c o n f e s s e d  w i t h  b e c o m i n g  h u m i l i t y  

b y  o n e  o f  t h e  c r o w d — a l a s !  w e  c a n n o t ,  a s  a  b o d y ,  r e a l l y  a n d  t r u l y  

f l a t t e r  o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  w e  m e a s u r e  u p  t o  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s t a n d a r d .  

R a n g i n g  f r o m  t h o s e  i m m e r s e d  i n  t h e  e n i g m a t i c  r a p t u r e s  o f  

m y s t i c i s m  t o  t h o s e  u n d e r g o i n g  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  e x a l t e d  c e r t i ­

t u d e s  o f  m a g i c ,  w e  f a l l  f a r  b e l o w  o u r  o w n  m o s t  i n d u l g e n t  i n m o s t  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a n  e s o t e r i c  élite. A n d  a  t o u r  o f  o u r  m o s t  f a s h i o n ­

a b l e  c u l t  t e m p l e s  i s  r a t h e r  l i k e l y  t o  e x c i t e  t h e  u n e a s y  s u s p i c i o n  

that juvenile souls outnumber the elderly there, just as they do 
i n  the perenially naughty world.



292 A zoth

I  t h i n k  t h e  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a m o n g  u s  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  r e s e n t  

t h a t  a r i s t o c r a c y ”  d e l u s i o n ,  a n d  t o  r e p e l  t h e  s e l f - c o m p l a c e n t  i d e a  

t h a t  o c c u l t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  f u r t h e r  a d v a n c e d  i n  e v o l u t i o n  

t h a n  m a n y  a  s o u l  w h i c h  i s  g r a p p l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  

o u t e r  l i f e ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  “ m a k i n g  g o o d ”  u n d e r  t h e  d a r k  c l o u d  o f  

a n  o r t h o d o x  f a i t h  o r  n o  f a i t h  a t  a l l .

W h i c h  l e a d s  u p  t o  a  r e v i s e d  c o n c e p t i o n — f o r m u l a t e d  i n  t h e  

l i g h t  o f  m a t u r e  m e d i t a t i o n — o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  K a r m a  i n  t h e  e v o ­

l u t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  e g o .

T h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  w o u l d  d o  a w a y  w i t h  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  a  

l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  “ u n r i p e ”  l i v e s ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a  c l i m a x i a l  “ f i n d ­

i n g  o f  t h e  P a t h . ”  I t  w o u l d  s u b s t i t u t e  a n  o r d e r e d  r h y t h m  b e ­

t w e e n  l i v e s  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  a n d  l i v e s  o f  d a r k n e s s — l i v e s  o f  s t u d y  

a n d  l i v e s  o f  w o r k ,  l i v e s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  l i v e s  o f  p r o o f ,  l i v e s  o f  

i n i t i a t i o n  a n d  l i v e s  o f  m a n i f e s t a t i o n .  P e r h a p s  a  S a b b a t h  i n c a r ­

n a t i o n  o f  c o n s c i o u s  a d v a n c e m e n t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  o c c u l t  t r u t h ,  

f o l l o w e d  b y  a  s e r i e s  o f  w e e k d a y  l i v e s  f o r  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  

t r u t h  i n t o  a c t i o n .

I f  t h e  L a w  d o e s  w o r k  i n  t h i s  w a y ,  a s  t h e  w r i t e r  s t r o n g l y  b e ­

l i e v e s ,  t h e  r h y t h m  o f  S a b b a t h  l i v e s  t o  w o r k a d a y  l i v e s  i s  p r o b a b l y  

n o t  a n  a r b i t r a r y  o n e — a s  i  i n  7 — b u t  i n f i n i t e l y  a d a p t a b l e  t o  t h e  

s p e c i a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  A n d ,  a s  e v e r y  a s p i r a n t  w i l l  r e a l -  

« « V t h e  c e s s e s  o f  l i v e s  a r e  v e r y  l i k e l y  t o  o v e r l a p ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  

S a b b a t h  l i f e  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  l o a d e d  w i t h  t h e  d r e a r i e s t  

w o r k a d a y  c o n d i t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  

L a w  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b o r n  i n t o  a  l i f e  f o r  o c c u l t  a d v a n c e m e n t  

s h o u l d  h a v e  n o  m u n d a n e  b e d  o f  r o s e s  t o  l u l l  h i m  i n t o  a p a t h y  t o ­

w a r d  h i s  q u e s t  o f  t h e  H o l y  G r a i l .

A p r o p o s  o f  w h i c h ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  d a y  a n d  g e n e r a t i o n  i s  

r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  i n t o  i n c a r n a t i o n  t h e r e i n  o f  a  h o s t  o f  

e g o s  d e s t i n e d  f o r  a  S a b b a t h  l i f e  o f  s t u d y  a n d  t e a c h i n g .  W h e r e i n  

w e  m a y  s e e  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  L o r d s  o f  K a r m a ,  a i d i n g  a  m a j e s t i c  

c o u n t e r - s w i n g  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e n d u l u m  a n d  l a u n c h i n g  a  

n e w  e p o c h  o f  o c c u l t  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a m i d  t h e  b r e a k e r s  a n d  w r e c k ­

a g e  o f  t h e  p e r i s h i n g  a g e  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m .

A  f a m i l i a r  e m o t i o n  o f  t h e  s e e k e r  w h o  f i n d s  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  

t r u t h  a f t e r  m u c h  w a n d e r i n g  i n  d a r k n e s s ,  i s  t h e  a r d e n t  h o p e  t h a t  

i n  h i s  n e x t  i n c a r n a t i o n  h e  m a y  n o t  b e  c u t  o f f  a g a i n  f r o m  t h e  

L i g h t .  R a t h e r  s h o u l d  h e  r e s o l v e  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  s o  m u c h  o f  t h e  

L i g h t  i n  t h i s ,  h i s  S a b b a t h ,  l i f e ,  t h a t  i t  m a y  e n g e n d e r  i n  h i m ,  b y  

t r a n s m u t a t i o n ,  a  s t o r e  o f  w i l l - p o w e r ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  

i n t u i t i o n  t o  c a r r y  h i m  v i c t o r i o u s l y  t h r o u g h  h i s  e n s u i n g  s e r i e s  o f  

w e e k - d a y  l i v e s ,  h o w s o e v e r  s h a d o w e d  t h e y  m a y  b e  w i t h  i g n o r ­

a n c e ,  s o r r o w ,  o r  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e  o r t h o d o x  c a l l  “ s i n . ”
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T h i s  r e v i s e d  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  K a r m a ,  a s  b e i n g  m o r e  d e m o ­

c r a t i c  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  t h a n  t h e  e a r l y  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a p p r e h e n d e d ,  

w o u l d  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h e r e  a r e  n o b l e ,  u n s e l f i s h  a n d  h i g h l y  i n t e l l i ­

g e n t  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  c a n n o t  b e  i n d u c e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  s m a l l e s t  

i n t e r e s t  i n  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e .  N o t ,  I  v e n t u r e  t o  a f f i r m ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

a r e  “ n o t  r i p e  f o r  i t ” — a n  a s s u m p t i o n  w h i c h  a l w a y s  s t r u c k  m e  a s  

d e c i d e d l y  i m p e r t i n e n t — b u t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y ,  w h i l e  w e  a r e  

h a v i n g  o u r  d a y  i n  s c h o o l ,  h a p p e n  t o  b e  t a k i n g  t h e i r  t u r n  i n  t h e  

w o r k s h o p .

T h e i r  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h a t  w o r k s h o p  o f  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  i s  t o  

m a n i f e s t  t h e  m i n d  a n d  s o u l  q u a l i t i e s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  

s c h o o l i n g  o f  S a b b a t h  l i v e s  l o n g  a g o .  A n d r e w  C a r n e g i e ,  a g n o s t i c ,  

i n  e x p l o d i n g  t h e  f a l l a c y  o f  u s e l e s s  a c c u m u l a t i o n  b y  s c a t t e r i n g  

m i l l i o n s  l i k e  c o n f e t t i ,  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  i n n o c e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t r u t h  t h a t  h e  h a d  i m b i b e d  i n  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  

u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  P y t h a g o r a s  o r  C h r i s t i a n  R o s e n k r e u t z .  

C h a r l e s  D a r w i n ,  d e s t r o y i n g  a n g e l  o f  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  o r ­

t h o d o x y  a n d  u n w i t t i n g  p a t h - b r e a k e r  f o r  a  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  

r e s u r g e n c e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  w i s d o m ,  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  

d i s t i l l i n g  t h e  t r a n s m u t e d  e s s e n c e  o f  p o w e r  a n d  s a p i e n c e  g a i n e d  

i n  t h e  c r y p t s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P y r a m i d  o r  i n  t h e  T e m p l e  o f  S o l o m o n .  

A n d  m a n y  a  h u m b l e  l i f e  t h a t  s h e d s  s w e e t n e s s  a n d  l i g h t  i n  d a r k  

p l a c e s ,  f i n d i n g  i t s  c r u c i f i x i o n  i n  s o l i t u d e ,  m a y  b e  t h e  k a r m i c  

c o r o l l a r y  o f  m y r t l e - c r o w n e d  i n i t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  E l e u s i n i a n  

M y s t e r i e s .

Y e s !  t h e  D i v i n e  S c i e n c e  e x i s t s  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  b i g g e r  t h a n  

t h e  p o l i s h i n g  a n d  v a r n i s h i n g  o f  a  B r a h m a n  c a s t e .  A l l - e m b r a c ­

i n g  f o u n t a i n  o f  l i g h t  a n d  l i f e ,  i t  p o u r s  i t s  g r a d u a t e d  p u l s a t i o n s  

i m p a r t i a l l y  i n t o  e v e r y  c i r c u l a t i n g  m o n a d  o n  t h i s  p r o d i g i o u s  

r o u n d - t r i p  t h r o u g h  M a t t e r ,  n e v e r  m i s s i n g  t h e  l a s t  s t r a g g l e r .  T h e  

P a t h  i s  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y ,  n o t  t h e  e l d e r s  a l o n e — f o r  a l l  t h e  

u n c o n s i d e r e d  m o b  o f  t h e  I n f i n i t e  p r o g e n i t o r ’ s  o f f s p r i n g ,  a s  t h e y  

t o i l  t h e  l o n g  t r a i l  h o m e w a r d ,  e n r i c h e d  w i t h  e v e r - a c c u m u l a t i n g  

s p o i l s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .

A n d  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n ,  b y  p r i c k i n g  t h e  t o y -  

b a l l o o n  o f  s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e ,  m a k e s  f o r  a  w i d e r  f r a t e r n i t y  a n d  a n  

i m m e a s u r a b l y  d e e p e r  a n d  h i g h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  l i n k i n g  t h e  

d i s c i p l e  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w i t h  H u m a n i t y ,  t h e  l a b o r i n g  T i t a n ,  

t h e  b l i n d l y  e v o l v i n g  G o d - T h a t - I s - T o - B e .
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“ I * t  ®fjere be I t a f jt ”
By Edith L. Sollet.

k i £ h t  i s  t h e  l i f e  o f  m a n ,  o f  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  q u e s t i o n .  

W h a t  a v a i l e t h  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  t o  a  m a n  w h o  l o n g s  f o r  s i g h t  a n d  

s  u m b e r s  i n  d a r k n e s s ?  W h e n  t h e  m a n  b o r n  b l i n d  c a m e  t o  J e s u s  

t o  b e  h e a l e d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  p u t  a s  t o  w h o  h a d  s i n n e d ,  t h a t  

^ w a s  i n  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  a n s w e r  w a s ,  “ n e i t h e r  o f  t h e m . ”  

W h a t  i s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  k n o w i n g  t h a t  p e r h a p s ,  i t  i s  t h r u  n o  

s i n  o f  y o u r  o w n  t h a t  y o u r  e y e s  r e m a i n  c l o s e d  i f  s o  t h e y  d o  r e ­

m a i n ?  W e  a r e  s p e a k i n g  o f  s i g h t  i n  a  s p i r i t u a l  w a y ,  f o r  i t  i s  a t  

t h i s  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h a t  m a n ’ s  s p i r i t u a l  s i g h t  i s  d o i n g  i t ’ s  b e s t  t o  

t h r o w  o f f  t h e  s h a c k l e d  c o n d i t i o n  i t  h a s  b e e n  i n  f o r  m a n y  c e n ­

t u r i e s .  W e  c o m p a r e  t h e  m a n  w h o s e  i n n e r  n a t u r e  i s  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  

d i s c e r n  t h e  r e a l l y  g r e a t  t h i n g s  o f  l i f e ,  t o  t h e  m a n  b o r n  b l i n d ,  w h o  

w i t h  a l l  h i s  o t h e r  s e n s e s  a c t i v e ,  e v e n  m o r e  a c u t e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  

m o s t  p e o p l e ,  s t i l l  g o e s  t h r u  l i f e  i n  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s  d e a d e n e d  c o n -

C l l t l ? i 1 k  i ° r  C a n  * *  t r u e  h a P P i n e s s  t o  t h a t  m a n  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  
s m e l l  t h e  f r a g r a n c e  o f  a  r o s e  w h e n  h e  c a n  h a v e  n o  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

i t  s  b e a u t y ?  O f  w h a t  u s e  i s  i t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t a s t e  a n d  s m e l l ,  ( p l e a s ­

u r e s  w h i c h  s o l a c e  t h e  a n i m a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  n a t u r e  o n l y )  w h e n  h e  

h a s  n e v e r  b e h e l d  t h e  b e a u t y  i n  t h e  v a r y i n g  c o l o r s  o f  a  g o l d e n  

s u n s e t ,  o r  w a t c h e d  t h e  g l i s t e n i n g  r a d i a n c e  o f  t h e  s p a r k l i n g  d e w  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g ?  G o d ’ s  l a n d  w o u l d  b e  f a i r y - l a n d  i n d e e d ,  

t o  t h e  m a n  b o r n  b l i n d ,  w h o s e  e y e s  w e r e  s u d d e n l y  o p e n e d  t o  i t ’ s  

e a u t y ,  t o  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  w i t h  a l l  h i s  s e n s e s  p e r f e c t l y  

d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  b i r t h ,  c o u l d  n o t  i m a g i n e .  N o w  t h a t  i s  t h e  

e f f e c t  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l  h a s  f o r  t h e  m a n  o r  w o m a n  w h o s e  s p i r i t u a l  

e y e s i g h t  h a s  b e c o m e  q u i c k e n e d .  O u t s i d e  a l l  t h e  m i s e r y  a n d  s o r -  

d i d n e s s  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w o r l d  w h i c h  c o m e s  w i t h i n  t h e  r a d i u s  o f

g hP lc*1 v i s i o n ,  t h e y  s e e  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  w a t c h  

t h e  e f f u l g e n c e  o f  l i g h t  w h i c h  e m a n a t e s  f r o m  a  m a n  o r  w o m a n ,  

w h o  a l t h o  l i v i n g  i n  a  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  m a t e r i a l  l a w s ,  

®  s a m e  t i m e  h a s  u n c o v e r e d  t h e  r e a l  m a n  o r  w o m a n ,  t h e  t r u e  

s p i r i t  t o  s u c h  a n  e x t e n t ,  t h a t  e v e r y  o n e  w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  c o m e  i n  

c o n t a c t  f e e l s  a  h e a l i n g  s o o t h i n g  p o w e r ,  w h i c h  u n w i t t i n g l y  p e r ­

h a p s ,  t h e y  t h r o w  o u t  t o  a l l  t h e y  m e e t .  T h e y  h a v e  o p e n e d  t h e i r  

e y e s  t o  G o d  s  w o r l d  o f  s p i r i t ,  w h e r e i n  d w e l l  b e a u t i e s  s o  m u c h  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w o r l d  c a n  f u r n i s h ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o  

w o n d e r  t h e y  s e e m  a t  t i m e s  t o  d w e l l  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e i r  

0 W P ‘ .  s  P e ° p l e  a r e  t i r e d  o f  l o o k i n g  t o  e v a n e s c e n t  a n d  m a ­

t e r i a l  t h i n g s  f o r  h a p p i n e s s ,  t h a t  i s  w h y  s o  m a n y  s a y ,  “ o h  t h e r e ’ s
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n o t h i n g  I  h a v e n ’ t  d o n e ,  n o  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  I  h a v e n ’ t  e n j o y e d ,  o f  

w h a t  g o o d  i s  i t  a l l ?  i t  a m o u n t s  t o  n o t h i n g  e v e n t u a l l y  a n d  I ’ m  

g e t t i n g  t i r e d  o f  l i f e .  N o  w o n d e r ,  f o r  w h i l e  e n j o y i n g  t h e  p l e a s ­

u r e s  o f  t h e  f l e s h ,  w h i c h  l a s t  f o r  a  d a y  t h e y  h a v e  o v e r l o o k e d  e n ­

t i r e l y ,  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  w h i c h  n e v e r  s a t i a t e  o r  b e c o m e  

‘ e n n u y a n t . ’  C a n  y o u  t i r e  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  w a n  f a c e s  o f  i l l - f e d ,  s i c k l y  

c h i l d r e n  b e c o m e  r o s y  a n d  h e a l t h y ,  c a n  y o u  t i r e  o f  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  

m e m o r y  o f  t h e  l o v e l i g h t  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  m o t h e r ,  w h o  p e r h a p s  

t h r u  y o u r  e f f o r t s  w a s  a b l e  t o  k e e p  h e r  l i t t l e  b r o o d  u n d e r  h e r  

w i n g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  t h e m  s c a t t e r e d  a m o n g  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

n e v e r  k n o w i n g  t h e  j o y s  o f  h o m e  l i f e ?  C a n  y o u  t i r e  o f  t h e  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  s o m e  w o r n - o u t  d e c r e p i t  h o r s e  h a s  b e e n  e n a b l e d  t o  

s p e n d  i t ’ s  l a s t  d a y s  i n  p e a c e ?  Y o u  m a y  g o  t o  t h e  t h e a t r e  a n d  

l e a v e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  s a y i n g  “ t h e r e ’ s  n o t h i n g  n e w  t o  b e  s e e n ,  t o m o r ­

r o w  I ’ l l  n e v e r  g i v e  i t  a n o t h e r  t h o u g h t . ”  B u t  w h e n  y o u r  m o n e y  

h a s  b e e n  s p e n t  f o r  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  a s  l o n g  a s  y o u  

s h a l l  l i v e  t h e  t h o t  o f  t h e m  w i l l  b r i n g  a  f e e l i n g  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

a n d  a n  e v e r  r e c u r r i n g  w a r m t h  t o  y o u r  h e a r t .  T h a t  i s  t h e  r e a l  

o p e n i n g  o f  y o u r  e y e s  t o  t h e  l i g h t ,  t h e  l i g h t  o f  l o v e  f o r  y o u r  f e l ­

l o w  m e n  a n d  y o u r  f o u r f o o t e d  f r i e n d s ,  t h a n  w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  n o n e  

t r u e r .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  w a s  m e a n t  b y  t h e  w o r d s  “ L e t  t h e r e  b e  

l i g h t ” ! A n d  w h e n  t h a t  l i g h t  b r o a d e n s  a n d  s p r e a d s  o v e r  t h e  

w o r l d ,  a s  i t  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  d o  e v e n  n o w ,  w e  s h a l l  k n o w  w h a t  

i t  m e a n s  t o  ‘ s e e  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t , ’  a n d  ‘ e n n u i ’  w i l l  b e c o m e  a n  o b ­

s o l e t e  w o r d ,  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  e i t h e r  i n  d i c t i o n a r y  o r  t h e  h e a r t  o f  

m a n .

I sought for wisdom. Stricken low in pain 
I caught my breath choked by its furnace fires, 
And every nerve, racked, beat and beat again 
As if some Titian thrumbed the small taut wires. 
Then suddenly from out the steady beat,
As stars shine in the darkest of the night,
A  glorious chord of music ’tranceing sweet 
Released my soul as on the wings of light.
I rose, and gazing back I saw a form
With arms out-stretched— eternal were its eyes—
And then I knew it, for the angel pain
Was only W isd o m  in another guise.

— D u d le y  D o r n .
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2fótral Creations
B y  S. A . A . M c C ausland

T o  t h i n k  i s  t o  c r e a t e  s o m e  k i n d  o f  f o r m  o u t  o f  a s t r a l  m a t e ­

r i a l .  W e a k  a n d  u n c e r t a i n  t h o u g h t  c a n  o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  i n c h o a t e ,  

m i s t y  f o r m s  l a c k i n g  a n y  s t a y i n g  c o h e s i o n .  S t r o n g ,  f o c u s e d  

t h o u g h t  c r e a t e s  w i t h  g r e a t  p e r m a n e n c y  o f  c o h e r i n g  f o r c e ,  a n d  

f o r m s  m a d e  b y  i n t e n d i n g ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t h o u g h t  e n d u r e  a s  p s e u d o ­

i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s  f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e .  W h e n  a  f o r m  o f  t h i s  

k i n d  i s  d e s i g n e d ,  a n d  f i l l e d  w i t h  a  f o r c e  w h i c h  i s  p o s i t i v e  t o  t h e  

e l e m e n t á i s ,  t h e  c r e a t u r e  s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  c a n ,  a n d  d o e s ,  s o m e t i m e s  

l i v e  i n  i t s  s e e m i n g  s e p a r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  f o r  a g e s .  I n  t r u t h  t h e  

A s t r a l  p l a n e  h a s  a m o n g s t  t h e  v a r i e d  o r d e r s  o f  i t s  d e n i z e n s  m a n y  

o f  t h e s e  f o r c e - c e n t e r e d  t h o u g h t  c r e a t i o n s ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  

s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  A t l a n t e a n  b l a c k  m a g i c i a n s .  T o  

a n  i n f o r m e d  m i n d  a  t o u r  o f  t h e s e  a r t  g a l l e r i e s  o f  t h e  A s t r a l  

s h o u l d  p r o v e  t o  b e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  b o t h  i n f o r m i n g  a n d  e n t e r t a i n ­

i n g .  A m o n g s t  t h e  l i f e - f i l l e d ,  a c t i v e  s t a t u a r y  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d  t h e  

S a n t a  C l a u s  o f  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  v i v i d  i m a g i n i n g  a n d  b e l i e f  o f  

c h i l d r e n :  t h e  d e v i l  o f  p o p u l a r  s u p e r s t i t i o n  w o u l d  c o n f r o n t  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t o r :  h e  w o u l d  f i n d  t h e r e  t h e  h o u r i s  o f  t h e  M o h a m e d a n :  

t h e  a p e  a n d  e l e p h a n t  g o d s  o f  I n d i a :  t h e  l o v e l y  w i n g e d  a n g e l s  o f  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  a s  a l l  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  u g l i n e s s ,  o r  b e a u t y ,  w h i c h  t h e  

g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  c r e a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h o u g h t ,  

l o n g  s u s t a i n e d  a n d  c o n t i n u a l l y  f e d ,  g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  

b y  t h e  m i n d s  o f  h u m a n i t y .  T o  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a s t r a l  a r t  m a y  

b e  a d d e d  s u c h  f i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  h a v e  b e e n  s o  f o r c e f u l l y  c o n ­

c e i v e d  b y  w r i t e r s  t h a t  a n  a t t r a c t i n g  e l e m e n t a l  c e n t r e  h a s  b e e n  

s e t  a w h i r l  w i t h  s o m e  p e r m a n e n c y ;  a n d  i f  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  o f  a n  

i n t e r e s t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  b e c o m e  f i x e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  w i t h  a d d e d  

f o r c e  b e i n g  f e d  i n t o  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  b y  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  m a n y  

r e a d e r s  t h e y  m a y  s u r v i v e  f o r  a  v e r y  l o n g  t i m e ,  a s  a s t r a l  s h a p e s .  

T h u s ,  o n  t h a t  p l a n e  m i g h t  b e  s e e n  b y  a n  i n t e r e s t e d ,  w i d e - a w a k e  

t r a v e l l e r  s u c h  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  L o r d  L y t t o n ’ s  A r b a c e s ,  a n d  n o t  d i s ­

t i n g u i s h a b l e  b y  t h e  u n i n f o r m e d  o f  a s t r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  

a s t r a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  a  d i s c a r n a t e  E g y p t i a n  p r i e s t .  O f  t h i s  n a t u r e  

I v a n h o e ,  S h y l o c k ,  I s a a c  o f  Y o r k ,  F a u s t ,  a n d  M e p h i s t o p h e l e s ,  

w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e  f a i r i e  f o l k  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  

m i g h t  b e  m e t  b y  a n  a d v e n t u r e r  a n d  p l e a s a n t l y ,  o r ,  u n p l e a s a n t l y  
h o b n o b b e d  w i t h .

T h e  b i b l i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  “ G o d  c r e a t e d  m a n  i n  h i s  o w n  

i m a g e , ”  a l s o  t h e  H e r m e t i c  a x i o m  “ A s  a b o v e  s o  b e l o w , ”  s e e m s  t o  

s t a t e  a  p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  K o s m i c  c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h e
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law at the foundation of man’s creative powers, 
idea that the whole of the endless mani-

T v a t  TTTTare nothing other than a divine gallery 1 Hii VALUE L niete as t0 the divine idea, but not
AwnsAji into final form.

B y  V icto r  E . C rui, „
^ has he *n writing

T h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r a y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s e v e n  g r e a  iwrtts but as 
l i g h t  p o u r i n g  d o w n  u p o n  t h e  w o r l d  i n  d i e  n«-ns to us only the 
t h e  “ s e v e n  s p i r i t s  o f  G o d  s e n t  f o - r f - w -  Neither of her parents are 
t o  c o m p r e h e n d  t b * »  m  

i t s  f u l l n e s s ,

a n o t h e -  - -  ® f ) e  V T t S i O t t

By Peggy Webster.

I stood one night upon the barren shore,
Wind-swept it was and bleak and desolate,
And I beneath the storm-fiend’s furious rage 
Stood bowed despairing trembling at his voice.
When through the tumult suddenly there came 
A  sound, a breath, soft like a passing breeze 
That sways the reeds upon the river’s bank.
“Oh child” it said, “Oh child of little faith,
Dost thou not know, and dost thou not believe 
The I am He whom winds and storms obey.
That I am all and thou art one with Me 
And I with thee.”

Then lifted I my head
Strong in the knowledge that that voice had brought, 
Strong in the battle now and firm and sure.
And then there seemed to come to me a form,
A  vision, strange, intangible, divine;
And in its mantle soft of silver grey,
It wrapped me round and I stood safe, secure,
So safe, I could have challenged all the wrong 
The world doth hold and won the victory!
Then shone there all around a wondrous light,
A  veil was lifted, and my sight was clear,
And I who up till then was full of doubts,
Saw plain, And all was peace.
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Concentration
W H A T I T  I S  A N D  W F '

ISLAND

By a r tti ' Kin<̂  ôrm out astra  ̂ mate_
. / t h o u g h t  c a n  o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  i n c h o a t e ,  

P r a c t i c a l l y  a n y  s t a y i n g  c o h e s i o n .  S t r o n g ,  f o c u s e d

e i t h e r  Y p - e a r e s  w i t h  g r e a t  p e r m a n e n c y  o f  c o h e r i n g  f o r c e ,  a n d  

s i m p l y  t r a n s f e i  i n t e n d i n g ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t h o u g h t  e n d u r e  a s  p s e u d o -  

c e n t r a t e  c  ’  ~  o e r i o d s  o f  t i m e .  W h e n  a  f o r m  o f  t h i s

Y e t ’  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e “ o i “ r f e u w h j ic h , i *, 

i t s e l f ,  a s  m o s t  y o u n g  s t u d e n t s  o f  o c c u l t i s m  t h i n k ,  . i l o c  V ^  t ^ e  

f i c i a l  s t a t e  o f  m i n d ,  a s  s o m e  t e a c h e r s  a l m o s t  l e a d  t h e i i  m a  

b e l i e v e .  C o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  o n e ’ s  t h o u g h t  i s  a s  n a t u r a l  a  s t a t e  

m i n d  a s  c a n  b e .  L e t  m e  g i v e  y o u  a n  e x a m p l e ;  s u p p o s e  y o u  a r e  

r e a d i n g  a  b o o k .  I f  t h e  b o o k  i n t e r e s t s  y o u ,  g r a d u a l l y  t h e  s o u n d s  

a n d  s i g h t s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  w i l l  b e  b a n i s h e d  f r o m  y o u r  m i n d  a n d  

t h e  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  b o o k  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  w i l l  r e p l a c e  

t h e m .  Y o u  w i l l  n o t  s a y  t h a t  s u c h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t s  

i s  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  s t a t e  o f  m i n d ,  a n d  y e t ,  s c o r e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  a r e  p u b ­

l i s h e d  e v e r y  y e a r  g i v i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  m e t h o d s  o f  h o w  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  

o n e ’ s  t h o u g h t .

T h e  r e a l  s e c r e t  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  

t o  d o  a  t h i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  d o i n g  i t .  

L e t  m e  i l l u s t r a t e .  S u p p o s e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t r a n s f e r  a  

m e s s a g e  t o  a  f r i e n d ,  m e n t a l l y .  U n d e r  o r d i n a r y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

u n c o n s c i o u s l y  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  n e o p h y t e  w o u l d  s i t  d o w n  a n d  w i t h  

c o r r u g a t e d  b r o w  a n d  c l e n c h e d  j a w ,  h e  w o u l d  r e p e a t  m e n t a l l y  

“ Y o u  w i l l  b e  t h e r e , ”  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d r a w  u p  a  

m e n t a l  i m a g e  o f  h i s  f r i e n d .  I f  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  w i l l - f o r c e  t o  

k e e p  i t  u p  f o r  f i v e  m i n u t e s  h e  m i g h t  s t a r t  a  h e m o r r a g e  b u t  s o  f a r  

a s  h i s  f e a t ,  f o r  s u c h  i t  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o f  

t h o u g h t  t r a n s f e r e n c e — h e  m i g h t  t r a n s f e r  t h e  m e s s a g e  a n d  t h e n  

a g a i n  h e  m i g h t n ’ t .  A  m u c h  e a s i e r  w a y ,  a n d  o n e  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  

b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  c o r r e c t  l a w s  o f  t h o u g h t  t r a n s f e r e n c e ,  i s  t o  s i t  i n  a  

r e l a x e d  m a n n e r  a n d  s a y  t o  y o u r  f r i e n d  m e n t a l l y  “ I  w a n t  y o u  t o  

b e  a t  s u c h  a n d  s u c h  a  p l a c e . ”  S p e a k  t o  h i m  m e n t a l l y  a s  t h o u g h  

h e  w e r e  i n  t h e  s a m e  r o o m  y o u  a r e  a n d  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

r i t e  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i n g .  N o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  s a i d  “ i n  a  r e l a x e d  

m a n n e r . ”

A l w a y s  r e m e m b e r  t o  r e l a x  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  m i n d  c a n  

o n l y  b e  o n  o n e  t h i n g  a t  o n e  t i m e .  T w o  t h o u g h t s  c a n  n e v e r  b e  i n  

t h e  c o n s c i o u s  m i n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g ,  f o r g e t  t h a t  

y o u  e v e r  h e a r d  t h e  w o r d  “ c o n c e n t r a t i o n . ”
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®fje Jie ttj & e n a is fta tte *
T H E  V A L U E  O F  T H E  I N T E L L E C T U A L  

A W A K E N I N G

B y  V ictor E. C romer.

T h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r a y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s e v e n  g r e a t  s t r e a m s  o f  

l i g h t  p o u r i n g  d o w n  u p o n  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g e ,  o n e  o f  

t h e  “ s e v e n  s p i r i t s  o f  G o d  s e n t  f o r t h  i n t o  a l l  t h e  w o r l d . ”  I n  o r d e r  

t o  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  c o m i n g  g r e a t  R e n a i s s a n c e  i n  

i t s  f u l l n e s s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a d v i s a b l e  f o r  u s  t o  t u r n  o u r  t h o u g h t s  t o  

a n o t h e r  g r e a t  e p o c h  i n  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  h i s t o r y  s o m e w h a t  a n a l o g o u s  t o  

t h a t  u p o n  w h i c h  w e  a r e  n o w  e n t e r i n g .  A b o u t  5 0 0  B .  C .  t h e r e  

w a s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  e p o c h a l  c h a n g e  g o i n g  o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  

w o r l d .  T h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  b e i n g  l i f t e d  t o  

g r e a t  h e i g h t s  i n  t h a t  a u s p i c i o u s  p e r i o d .  T h e  w o r l d  w a s  r e a d y  

t h e n ,  a s  n o w ,  f o r  a  g r e a t  f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t .  A n d  t h i s  f o r w a r d  

m o v e m e n t  w a s  f o c u s s e d  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  g r e a t  m e n ,  t h e  l i k e  o f  

w h o m  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  n o t  w i t n e s s e d  s i n c e .  S o m e w h e r e  a b o u t  

6 0 0  B .  C .  a  n u m b e r  o f  h i g h l y  e v o l v e d  m e n  w e r e  b o r n  i n t o  t h e  

w o r l d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e y  l i v e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  e a c h  i n  t h e i r  

o w n  s p h e r e s ,  a n d  u n k n o w n  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b u t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h a t  

w e  k n o w  o f  p h i l i s o p h y  a n d  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y  b e g a n  

t h e n .

— T h e  W o r l d ’ s  L e a d e r s  2 , 5 0 0  Y e a r s  A g o . —

I n  J u d e a  I s a i a h  t h e  P h o p h e t  w a s  f l o u r i s h i n g ,  l a y i n g  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n s  i n  p r o p h e t i c a l  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  

w h o  w a s  l a t e r  t o  c a r r y  o n  t o  i t s  f u l n e s s  t h e  i n n e r  J e w i s h  i d e a l .  

I t  w a s  a  p e r i o d  o f  i n t e n s e  l i f e  f o r  t h e  J e w i s h  n a t i o n ,  a n d  I s a i a h  

w a s  t h e  c e n t e r  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h e  l i f e  w a s  s h e d  a b r o a d  u p o n  t h e  

p e o p l e .  I n  G r e e c e  a l s o  a t  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  a  w o n d e r f u l  a g e  w a s  

b r e a k i n g  f o r t h ,  l e d  b y  t h o s e  m i g h t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g i a n t s ,  S o c r a t e s  

a n d  P l a t o ,  w h o  h a v e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a l l  t h a t  i s  b e s t  a n d  n o b l e s t  

i n  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h e s e  t w o  t h i n k e r s ,  t h e  r o u g h - h e w n ,  r u g g e d  

S o c r a t e s  a n d  t h e  p o l i s h e d ,  h i g h - s o u l e d  P l a t o ,  h a v e  l e f t  a n  i m ­

p e r i s h a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  u p o n  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r  p a s s  a w a y .  

T h e  w e s t e r n  n a t i o n s  h a v e  s a t  a t  t h e i r  f e e t  e v e r  s i n c e  i n  A n c i e n t  

A t h e n s  t h e y  d i s c o u r s e d  u p o n  t h e  w a y s  o f  w i s d o m  a n d  t h e  l a w s  o f  

d e s t i n y .  B u t  w h i l e  G r e e c e  w a s  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  S o c r a t e s  a n d  

P l a t o ,  t h e r e  w a s  s t i r r i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  I n d i a  a n o t h e r  m i g h t y  

m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  h a s  l e f t  i t s  m a r k  o n  a l l  t h e  E a s t e r n  n a t i o n s ,  

f o r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  f r o m  e n d  t o  e n d  o f  H i n d u s t a n  t h e  S a g e  o f  I n d i a ,  

G a u t a m a  B u d d h a ,  w a s  p r e a c h i n g  h i s  g r e a t  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  r e -
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l i g i o n ,  a n d  h e  h a d  t h e  w h o l e  o f  I n d i a  f o r  h i s  h e a r e r s ,  w h e r e a s  

S o c r a t e s  a n d  P l a t o  h a d  b u t  G r e e c e .  B u t  e v e n  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  e x ­

h a u s t  t h e  l i s t  o f  s a g e s  w h o  w a l k e d  u p o n  t h e  e a r t h  i n  t h a t  a u s p i ­

c i o u s  a g e ,  f o r  i n  C h i n a  t w o  m i g h t y  m o v e m e n t s  h a d  t h e i r  b i r t h  

c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  w i t h  B u d d h i s m  i n  I n d i a ,  C o n f u c i u s  a n d  L a o -  

t z e ,  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  t w o  C h i n e s e  s y s t e m s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  l i v e d  

s i d e  b y  s i d e  i n  C h i n a .  T h e y  m e t  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  a n d  

L a o - t z e  w a s  c a l l e d  b y  C o n f u c i u s  “ t h e  o l d  P h i l o s o p h e r . ”  B o t h  

t h e s e  s y s t e m s  h a d  t h e i r  r i s e  a b o u t  5 0 0  B .  C .  T h u s  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  

t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  a  m i g h t y  a g e  w a s  d a w n i n g  t h e n ,  t h a t  

h a s  m o u l d e d  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t i l l  n o w .  A l l  t h e  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t s  s i n c e  t h e n  h a v e  b u t  b e e n  u n f o l d m e n t s  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t s  

a n d  i d e a l s  p r o j e c t e d  o n  t h e  s c r e e n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h a t  g l o r i o u s  

a g e .  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w h i c h  a r o s e  5 0 0  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w a s  b u t  a n  o u t -  

p i c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  M e s s i a n i c  p r o p h e c i e s  o f  I s a i a h  a n d  o t h e r  J u ­

d e a n  p r o p h e t s .

— T h e  C o m i n g  I n t e l l e c t u a l  R e n a i s s a n c e . —

T h a t  w o n d e r f u l  a g e ,  2 , 5 0 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  w a s  m o r e  i n  t h e  n a ­

t u r e  o f  a  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  c l a s s e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n s .  

C o n f u c i u s  a n d  L a o - t z e  d i s c o u r s e d  t o  t h e  e n l i g h t e n e d  f e w ,  

B u d d h a  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  p r e a c h e d  t o  “ t h e  y o u n g  m e n  o f  g o o d  

f a m i l y , ”  t h e  B r a h m a n  a n d  t h e  W a r r i o r  c a s t e s ,  a n d  i n  G r e e c e  t h e  

h e l o t  r e c e i v e d  b u t  l i t t l e  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i s  

d a w n i n g  o n  t h e  w o r l d ,  w i l l  b e  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a w a k e n i n g  f o r  t h e  

m a s s e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .

A b o u t  f o r t y  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  f r e e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  

w h o l e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  i t s  g r a d u a l  a d o p t i o n  b y  

n a t i o n  a f t e r  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  p e r i o d ,  h a s  l e d  t o  a  d i s ­

s e m i n a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  w a s  n e v e r  p o s s i b l e  i n  

a n y  p r e v i o u s  a g e .

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p r i n t i n g ,  “ t h e  a r t  p r e s e r v a t i v e  

o f  a r t s , ”  h a d  m u c h  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

g r e a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a w a k e n i n g .  W e  a r e  n o w  i n  t h e  m i d s t  

o f  t h i s  t r e m e n d o u s  o n r u s h i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f l o o d ,  t h e  m i n d s  o f  a l l  

m a n k i n d  h a v e  b e e n  s t i m u l a t e d  t o  a  r e m a r k a b l e  d e g r e e .  T h a t  

k n o w l e d g e  w h i c h  i n  y e a r s  g o n e  b y  w a s  t h e  m o n o p o l y  o f  t h e  f e w  

h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  m a n y .  T h e  m a s s e s  o f  t o d a y  

a r e  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a c c e s s  t o  i n f i n i t e l y  m o r e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a n  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  s c i e n t i s t s  o f  y o r e .  P r i c e l e s s  w o r k s  o f  a r t ,  

s c i e n c e ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  c a n  n o w  b e  o b t a i n e d  i n  c h e a p  

r e p r i n t s  b y  a l l  w h o  d e s i r e  t o  d i p  i n t o  t h e i r  p a g e s .  O u t  o f  t h i s  i n ­

t e l l e c t u a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  b e  b o r n  a  h i g h e r  t y p e  o f  

m e n t a l i t y  t h a n  w a s  p o s s e s s e d  b y  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  T h e r e ­

f o r e ,  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  r e f o r m  i n  a l l  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s ,  s i d e  b y
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s i d e  w i t h  e v e r y  f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t ,  a s  p a r t  o f  a  g r e a t  c o - o r d i n a t ­

e d  w h o l e ,  w i l l  b e  e v o l v e d  a  h i g h e r  m e n t a l  o u t l o o k  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s  

o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  b e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s u ­

p e r i o r  t o  t h e  r a c e s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  F r o m  m y r i a d s  o f  n e w s p a p e r s ,  

d a i l y ,  w e e k l y ,  m o n t h l y ,  t h e r e  h a s  p o u r e d  o u t  u p o n  t h e  w o r l d  a  

m a m m o t h  s t r e a m  o f  l i t e r a r y  m a t t e r ,  s o m e  o f  g r e a t  a n d  m u c h  o f  

l e s s e r  v a l u e .  S i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t h  t h i s  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  p l a c e d  u p o n  

t h e  l i t e r a r y  m a r k e t  a n  e n d l e s s  s t r e a m  o f  b o o k s .  A l l  t h e  k n o w l ­

e d g e  o f  t h e  p a s t  h a s  b e e n  r e v e a l e d  a n d  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e .  T h e  m i n d  o f  m a n  h a s  b e e n  p l a y e d  u p o n  b y  t h i s  t e r r i f i c  

s t r e a m  o f  i d e a s .  I t s  v i b r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a c c e l e r a t e d  t o  a  d e g r e e  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  a l l  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a g e s  h a v e  p r o d u c e d .

— A f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  W a r . —

W i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  g r e a t  w a r  a l l  p r e c o n c e i v e d  i d e a s  

w e r e  j e t t i s o n e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  c r u c i b l e ,  t o  b e  r e c a s t  b y  

t h e  r e f i n e r ’ s  f i r e .  A n d  n o w  w h e n  t h e  t i t a n i c  s t r u g g l e  h a s  e n d e d ,  

a n d  o n c e  m o r e  t h e  r e i g n  o f  p e a c e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

w o r l d ,  t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t i d e  w i l l  r i s e  a n d  r i s e  u n t i l  i t  s u b m e r g e s  

i n  i t s  d e p t h s  a l l  t h e  s w a m p s  o f  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  p r e j u d i c e .

T h e  t h i r s t i n g  m i n d  o f  h u m a n i t y  w i l l  s e a r c h  o u t  t h e  c a u s e s  

o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  m a s s e s  w i l l  d e m a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l e a r n  

a l l  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  b e s t  m e n  h a v e  t a u g h t  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  

N o  m o r e  w i l l  t h e  p e o p l e  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  s t o n e s  f o r  b r e a d ,  b u t  

w i l l  d e m a n d  t h e  r i c h  n u t r i t i o u s  m e n t a l  f o o d  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b l e  t h e m  

t o  g r o w  a n d  d e v e l o p  u n t i l  t h e y  c a n  f a c e  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a s  f e l l o w  

m e m b e r s  o f  a  m i g h t y  w o r l d - o r d e r  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  f o r m  a  p a r t ,  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  w o r s h i p p i n g  i n  a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  m a n ­

n e r  t h e  A u t h o r  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  f u l f i l l i n g  e a c h  h i s  r i g h t f u l  p a r t  

i n  t h e  g r e a t  s c h e m e  o f  t h i n g s .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  l i m i t s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  m i n d  o f  m a n ;  

p h i l o s o p h y ,  s c i e n c e ,  a r t ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c s  w i l l  b e  t h e  f a ­

m i l i a r  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  m a n  i n  t h e  s t r e e t .  T h e  b o o k s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  

w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  r e a l i t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  f i c t i o n .  M a n k i n d  w i l l  

w a n t  t o  k n o w  t h e  i n n e r  c a u s e s  o f  a l l  t h i n g s .  T h e n  s h a l l  t h i s  o n e  

l a w  h o l d  g o o d ,  t h a t  o n  t h e  h e e l s  o f  t h a t  d e s i r e  f o r  l i g h t  s h a l l  

c o m e  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h a t  w i s h ,  a n d  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  u n i ­

v e r s e  s h a l l  c o v e r  t h e  e a r t h  a s  t h e  w a t e r s  c o v e r  t h e  s e a .  T h e r e  i s  

n o  c l a s h  b e t w e e n  r e l i g i o n  a n d  s c i e n c e ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  o r  

p o l i t i c s ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  b i g o t s  a n d  m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  a n d  b y  

t h o s e  w h o  f e a r  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  s u f f e r  w h e n  t h e  m a s s e s  r i s e .  B u t  

n o t h i n g  n o w  c a n  s t o p  o r  h i n d e r  t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a w a k e n i n g ,  a n d  

i t  i s  g o o d  t o  l i v e  i n  s u c h  a n  a g e .
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M E S S A G E  S E V E N

W e had been reading Matt. 1 7 / 2 1 : "•  • • this kind goeth not out but
by prayer and fasting.” One asked:

“ Have the Guides any thought to add to that beautiful verse” ?

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w h o  m i g h t  h a v e  a s k e d  s u c h  a  q u e s t i o n ,  

m i g h t  w e l l  a s k  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  “ W h o  a m  I ” ?  W e r e  

t h e y  a b l e  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h e y  w o u l d  l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  o n  

t h i s  E a r t h  P l a n e  i n  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  m a n n e r .  W e r e  t h e y  t o  a s k  

t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  “ W h o  a m  I ” ?  a n d  t h e  a n s w e r  c a m e  b a c k :  

“ Y o u  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  D i v i n e ” ?  w o u l d  t h e y  n o t  b u i l d  w i t h  

g r e a t e r  c a r e ?

“You realize, do you not, the struggles of humanity to grasp these truths 
and the density of present interpretation” ?

Y e s l  P e r h a p s  i g n o r a n c e  i s  n o t  s o  m u c h  a t  f a u l t  a s  c o n c e i t .

“W ill you kindly explain what Jesus meant by Prayer and Fasting” ?

P r a y e r  a n d  F a s t i n g  I A s  t h e r e  a r e  n e v e r  t w o  l e a v e s  a l i k e  o n  

a  t r e e  s o  t h e  w a n t s  o f  m a n k i n d  a r e  n e v e r  t h e  s a m e .  T o  o n e ,  f a s t ­

i n g  m a y  b e  t h e  a b s t i n e n c e  f r o m  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s .  T o  t h e  m a n  

w h o  h a s  a l l o w e d  h i s  b u s i n e s s  t o  b e c o m e  h i s  m a s t e r ,  t h a t ,  t o  h i m ,  

w o u l d  b e  a  f o r m  o f  f a s t i n g .  T o  t h e  d r u n k a r d ,  t h e  g i v i n g  u p  o f  

d r i n k  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  f a s t i n g .  S o  t h e r e  a r e  n o  t w o  c a s e s  p a r a l l e l .

Prayer and fasting means bringing yourself into higher vi­
bration, where y o u  c a n  c o m m u n e  w i t h  G o d .  A n d  t o  t h e  m i n d  

f i l l e d  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s ,  i t  i s  v e r y  h a r d  t o  r e a c h  u p  a n d  g r a s p  

t h i s  G r e a t  T r u t h .  Anyone, i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  h i s  p r a y e r  a n d  f a s t ­

i n g ,  may a s p i r e  t o  a n d  attain the healing which H e did.
A s k  a n d  y e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e ;  k n o c k  a n d  i t  s h a l l  b e  o p e n e d  u n t o  

y o u .  Just to the height to which you can send your prayers, just 
to that height can you reach out and grasp the great truth.

T h e  v i b r a t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  h e r e  t h i s  e v e n i n g — t h e y  

a r e  s u c h  v i b r a t i o n s  o f  p e a c e ,  a n d  l o v e  a n d  h a r m o n y .  W e  s e e m  t o  

l o n g  n o t  e v e n  t o  b r e a k  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  s i l e n c e ,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d  

o f  a  h u m a n  v o i c e .  W e  c a r r i e d  y o u  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  o u t  a n d  

g a v e  y o u  a  s l i g h t  g l i m p s e  o f  T h e  B e y o n d .  T h i s  w a s  s i m p l y  a  

L i t t l e  J o u r n e y — j u s t  e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  y o u  l o n g  f o r  m o r e .

“ Is it possible that our vibrations can add anything to the happiness of our 
Guides” ?

Y e s l  W h e n  i n  l o w e r  v i b r a t i o n s  w e  w h o  a r e  o n  t h e  H i g h e r
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P l a n e s  c a n n o t  r e a c h  d o w n  a n d  h e l p .  W o r r y  o r  a n g e r  w i l l  c l o u d  

o u r  w a y  a n d  w e  c a n n o t  p e n e t r a t e  y o u r  a t m o s p h e r e .  B u t  w e  a r e  

v e r y  h a p p y  t o  s a y — t h r o u g h  y o u r  l o v e  f o r  u s — y o u  r i s e  h i g h  a n d  

w e  a r e  a l w a y s  w i t h  y o u .  N o t  a l o n e  b y  y o u r  w o r d s  a r e  y o u  d o i n g  

g o o d ,  b u t  b y  b r e a t h i n g  o u t  l o v e  f o r  a l l  m a n k i n d .

‘‘Our Guides realize then that thoughts of love, even to the people on the 
street, though unexpressed, are recorded and heard by them” f

O f t e n  n o t  t h o s e  y o u  m e e t  o n  t h e  s t r e e t — v e r y  o f t e n  t h e y  a r e  

i n  s u c h  l o w  v i b r a t i o n s .  T h e y  ( t h e  l o v i n g  t h o u g h t s )  a r e  n e v e r  

l o s t .  T h e y  f i n d  r o o t  i n  s o m e  h e a r t  l o n g i n g  f o r  s u c h  a  v i b r a t i o n .  

N e v e r  a  k i n d  w o r d  n o r  a  l o v i n g  t h o u g h t  i s  l o s t .  A n d  i t  a l s o  h a s  

a  double service, b e c a u s e  i t  r e f l e c t s  b a c k  o n  t h e  o n e  w h o  g a v e  i t  

b i r t h .

“Kindly give us a little light on the sentences: 'Do not seek' and Let your 
light shine' and ‘Spread the message there is no death/  “

Y e s !  Y o u r  a n s w e r  i s  g i v e n  i n  y o u r  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n :  “ L e t  y o u r  

L i g h t  s o  s h i n e . ”  T a k e  f o r  e x a m p l e  t h e  s u n  i n  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  s h i n i n g  

f o r t h ,  s p r e a d i n g  g l a d  t i d i n g s ,  w a r m i n g  t h e  e a r t h ,  b r i n g i n g  f o r t h  

v e g e t a t i o n — f r u i t — a l l  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  p e r f e c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

s a m e  “ L e t  y o u r  l i g h t  s o  s h i n e ” ! I f  y o u  burnish your light— t h e n  

h o l d  i t  s t e a d y ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  s u n  t h r o w s  t h e  r a y s  o n t o  t h e  e a r t h ,  s o  

w i l l  y o u  s e n d  o u t  y o u r  r a y s  t o  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  t h e  l i g h t .  W e  f i n d  

s o  f e w  w h o  h o l d  t h e i r  l i g h t  s t e a d y — w h o  f o c u s  t h e i r  l i g h t  u p o n  

m a n k i n d .  T h e y  t r y  b y  t h e i r  o w n  f o r c e  t o  d r a w .  O n e  m u s t  

n e v e r  f o r g e t :  t h a t  i s  a n i m a l  m a g n e t i s m ,  i n s t e a d  o f  S p i r i t u a l

L i g h t .

“Is animal magnetism always incorrect and erroneous” ?

N o !  P e r h a p s  a  m o r e  correct w o r d  w o u l d  b e  physical m a g ­

n e t i s m .  T h e r e  i s  s o  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e .  B u t  u n t i l  o n e  r i s e s  i n t o  t h e  

h i g h e r  v i b r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  u s i n g  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  L i g h t .  T h e y  

a r e  s t i l l  l a b o r i n g  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p l a n e .

“Our Guides understood that Animal Magnetism was used as in Christian 
Science” ?

Y e s ;  F o r  e x a m p l e :  t h e  m a n  w h o  s l a v e s — p u t s  f o r t h  e v e r y  

e n e r g y  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  a  f o r t u n e :  y o u  c a n n o t  s a y  h e  i s  l a b o r i n g  o n  

t h e  S p i r i t u a l  P l a n e ,  a n d  y e t  i n  o r d e r  t o  d o  s o  h e  m u s t  b e  d r a w i n g  

f r o m  s o m e  m a g n e t i c  f o r c e  o r  p o w e r .  H e  m u s t  c o m e  i n  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l  v i b r a t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d r a w  t o  h i m s e l f  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l  g a i n .  T h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  r e a l i z e d  h i s  p o w e r  i s  n o t  s e e k -
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i n g — h e  i s  s i m p l y  h o l d i n g  h i s  l i g h t — b e  t h a t  l i g h t  f o r  m a t e r i a l  

g a i n  o r  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  g a i n — h e  i s  h o l d i n g  h i s  l i g h t  s t e a d y ,  a n d  a t ­

t r a c t i n g  o t h e r s  t o  i t .

"Would you consider H ea lin g , so-called, done through manipulation in­
stead of exclusively through the mental, to be wholly wrong or wholly right” ?

I f  y o u  h a v e  a  m a c h i n e ,  a n d  t h e  e n g i n e  i s  o u t  o f  o r d e r ,  y o u  

w o u l d  s c a r c e l y  o f f e r  u p  a  p r a y e r — y o u  w o u l d  q u i e t l y  t a k e  o f f  

y o u r  c o a t  a n d  t r y  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  d a m a g e  d o n e .  W e  m u s t  n o t  f o r ­

g e t  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y  i s  s i m p l y  t h e  house of the soul. I t  i s  a  

w o n d e r f u l  p i e c e  o f  m e c h a n i s m .  O f t e n  t h e  m i n d  i s  n o t  m e n t a l l y  

p o i s e d  e n o u g h  t o  r e a d j u s t  t h e  m a c h i n e r y .  T h e n  w h y  a s k  w h a t  

m e a n s  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  ?  T h e  m a i n  q u e s t i o n  i s :  t h a t  t h e  d a m a g e s  a r e  

r e p a i r e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m a c h i n e  i s  a g a i n  i n  o r d e r .

“ In spitting on the clay and placing it on the lad’s eyes, Christ did not then 
merely express his contempt for matter” ?

N o !  I t  w a s  o n l y  t h e  l a c k  o f  f a i t h — H e  m e a n t  o n l y  l a c k  o f  

F a i t h !  W h e n  o n e  h a s  a b s o l u t e l y  F a i t h  a n d  T r u s t — w h e n  t h e y  

a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  i n  T u n e  a n d  R h y t h m ,  t h i s  H o m e  o f  t h e  S o u l  w i l l  

n o t  b e  o u t  o f  r e p a i r .  B u t  w h e n  d i s c o r d  c o m e s ,  t h e n  i t  i s — t h e  

q u e s t i o n  t h e n  a r i s e s  h o w  b e s t  t o  r e a d j u s t  i t .  A s  w e  s a i d  b e f o r e :  

j u s t  a s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  t w o  l e a v e s  t h e  s a m e ,  s o  t h e r e  a r e  n o  t w o  h u ­

m a n  b i n g s  a l i k e .  W h i l e  t h e  D i v i n e  S p a r k  i s  i n  t h e m — i s  f r o m  

t h e  s a m e  F o u n t a i n h e a d — y e t  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  a r e  s o  e n t i r e l y  d i f ­

f e r e n t .

"Wouldn’t a realization of this fact make men love each other more” ?

Y e s !  B u t  t h e  G r e a t  D r a w i n g  V i b r a t i o n  m u s t  a l w a y s  b e  t h e  

C h r i s t  S p i r i t  W i t h i n  T h e m .

“Wars and rumors of wars— hell and Satan of Man’s own invention un­
loosed to plague the stricken world. Shall the sentence of death be eternally pro­
claimed against those who stand in the way of heaven’s decrees, or shall man 
rise in rebellion against the powers of evil” ?

C arlyle— Automatically.
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Occult ¡fetorp
A  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  G H O S T  S T O R Y  

B y  G erda C alm ady-H a m ly n  

( C o n c l u d e d )

H e  s l e p t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e — o n e — t w o — t h r e e  h o u r s  p e r h a p s ;  

t h e n  a w o k e  w i t h  a  s t a r t  a n d  a  s h i v e r .

H e * — t h e  m o s t  h a r d e n e d  a n d  s t r o n g - n e r v e d  o f  A f r i c a n  e x ­

p l o r e r s — f o u n d  h i m s e l f  l y i n g  t h e r e  “ a l l  o f  a  t r e m b l e ”  a m i d s t  

t h e  e n s h r o u d i n g  d a r k n e s s ,  l i s t e n i n g  w i t h  s t r a i n i n g  e a r s  t o  a  

w h o l e  c o n c o u r s e  o f  c u r i o u s  s o u n d s — g r u n t i n g ,  s n o r t i n g ,  r o o t i n g ,  

a n d  s n u f f l i n g  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  s t y e  i n  w h i c h  h e  h a d  t a k e n  r e f u g e  

w e r e  f u l l  t o  t h e  v e r y  d o o r s  w i t h  w a l l o w i n g  p i g s .

W h a t  c o u l d  t h e  s t r a n g e  n o i s e  m e a n ?  M i g h t  t h e  K a f f i r s ,  b y  

a n y  c h a n c e ,  h a v e  d r i v e n  i n  a  h e r d  t h e  w h i l e  h e  l a y  a s l e e p ,  i f  s o  i t  

w a s  a  s i n g u l a r l y  a w k w a r d  p r e d i c a m e n t !  H e  r e a l l y  m u s t  s t r i k e  a  

m a t c h  a n d  s e e .  S o ,  f u m b l i n g  i n  h i s  i n s i d e  p o c k e t ,  h e  f o u n d ,  t o  

h i s  g r e a t  r e l i e f ,  a  b o x  o f  w a x  v e s t a s ,  w h i c h — d e s p i t e  t h e  s e r i o u s  

w e t t i n g  t h e i r  o w n e r  h a d  r e c e i v e d — s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  d r y  a n d  u s e -  

a b l e .  H e  s t r u c k  o n e ,  a n d  g l a n c e d  n e r v o u s l y  a r o u n d ;  t h e  s h e d  

a p p e a r e d  p e r f e c t l y  e m p t y .  N o t  a  c r e a t u r e  w a s  t o  b e  s e e n ,  n o t  

a  pig o f  a n y  s o r t  o r  k i n d — n o t  s o  m u c h  a s  a  v e n t u r e s o m e  r a t  o r  a  

c r e e p i n g  c h i r p i n g  l i z a r d ;  h e  m u s t  s u r e l y  h a v e  d r e a m t  o r  f a n c i e d  

t h o s e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  n o i s e s ;  h i s  b r a i n  n o  d o u b t  h a d  b e e n  o v e r  

e x c i t e d  b y  f a t i g u e  a n d  y e s t e r d a y ’ s  l o n g  m a r c h .  S o — off t o  s l e e p  

a g a i n .

A n d ,  o n c e  m o r e ,  h e  w a s  a w a k e n e d  t o  u n s p e a k a b l e  h o r r o r  

a n d  d i s g u s t  b y  t h e  s o u n d  o f  “ C h o o g — c h o o g — c h o o g — ”  a l l  

a r o u n d  h i m ,  s n o r t i n g ,  g r u n t i n g ,  g u z z l i n g ,  a s  t h o u g h  d o z e n s  o f  

e n o r m o u s  p o r k e r s  w e r e  h u s t l i n g  a n d  p u s h i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n - a n d -  

o u t  t h e  s t r a w  i n  q u e s t  o f  s o m e  l u s c i o u s  m o r s e l  o r  o t h e r ;  t h e  i n ­

d r a w i n g  m o t i o n  o f  c o v e t o u s  t o n g u e s — c r u n c h i n g  o f  b o n e s — t h e n ,  

o n c e  a g a i n ,  t h a t  l a p — l a p — l a p p i n g  n o i s e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t i l l n e s s ,  

w h i c h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g o t  o n  h i s  n e r v e s .

For it seemed to the horrified, indignant listener, (straining 
his ears there in the darkness) as though the objects those brutes 
were scrunching must be human bones, the lap—lapping of 
human blood!

“A  ridiculous morbid fancy! Of course I ought to be 
ashamed of myself!” he muttered, then turned to sleep again.

But it was perfectly hopeless, he could not get a wink. The 
thought of great, bristling hairy forms jabbing one another all
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r o u n d  t h e  s t y e  ( a n d  t h o u g h  h e  c o u l d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  see t h e m ,  h e  
w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  h i s  o a t h  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e )  a n d  f i g h t i n g  o v e r  

s c r a p s  a n d  c h u n k s  o f  t o o  g r i s l y  a  n a t u r e  f o r  h i m  to  c o n t e m p l a t e ,  
k e p t  C a p t a i n  S —  a w a k e  u n t i l  t h e  d a w n  b r o k e ,  a n d  a  c o u p l e  o f  
K a f f i r s  i n  d i r t y  b l a n k e t s  u n b a r r e d  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  s t y e  a n d  r e ­
l e a s e d  h i m  f r o m  d u r a n c e .

W h e n  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  f a r m  h i s  s u r l y  D u t c h  h o s t  e y e d  h i m  u p  
a n d  d o w n .

“ S l e e p  w e l l ,  h e y ,  H e r r  R o o i n e k ” ? q u e r i e d  t h e  B o e r ,  w i t h  
q u i t e  o p e n  c u r i o s i t y  a n d  a  s l y  w i n k  a t  M e v r o u w ,  w h o ,  in  t h e  c h i l l  
g r a y  m o r n i n g  l i g h t ,  l o o k e d  m o r e  s l a t t e r n l y  a n d  r e p u l s i v e  th a n  
e v e r .

T h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  s o m e  g r a n d  j o k e  b r e w i n g  b e t w e e n  th e  
t w o .  C a p t a i n  S — h o w e v e r ,  r e f u s e d  t o  b e  “ d r a w n , ”  a n d  w h e n  he 
a n s w e r e d  p o l i t e l y  t h a t  h e  h a d  e n j o y e d  a  g o o d  n i g h t ,  s a v e  f o r  an 
i n e x p l i c a b l e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  pigs w e r e  a l l  r o u n d  h i m — b o t h  in s id e  
a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t y e ,  ( h e  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  t h e  i d e a  o u t  o f  h i s  h e a d ,  
t r y  a s  h e  m i g h t , )  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o n  t h e  f a c e s  o f  t h e  v i l l a n o u s  
c o u p l e  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a l t e r e d ;  t h e i r  g r i n n i n g  l a u g h t e r  t u r n e d  
t o  u n d i s g u i s e d  r a g e  a n d  i n s u l t s ,  a n d  t h e y  d r o v e  C a p t a i n  S —  
h e l t e r  s k e l t e r  s t r a i g h t  o f f  t h e  p l a c e .

C a p t a i n  S — , w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t h a n k f u l n e s s  m a d e  g o o d  h is  
e s c a p e .  “ B u t  w h y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  s h o u l d  t h e y  f l y  i n t o  s u c h  a r a g e  
o v e r  s u c h  h a r m l e s s  m a t t e r s  as  pigs— “ T h e y  a r e  w e l c o m e  to  k e e p  
t e n  t h o u s a n d  f o r  a l l  I  c a r e ,  i t ’ s n o  a f f a i r  o f  m i n e , ”  p o n d e r e d  h e ;  
w h e n ,  h a v i n g  p l a c e d  s o m e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  
a n d  h i s  u n f a s c i n a t i n g  h o s t s  h e  a t  l e n g t h  p a u s e d  t o  t a k e  b r e a t h .

H e  p a i d  b u t  l i t t l e  m o r e  h e e d  t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  e x c e p t  t o  r e g i s t e r  
a  v o w  to  g i v e  t h e  f a r m  a  w i d e  b e r t h  i n  f u t u r e .  
N e a r l y  a  y e a r  a f t e r w a r d s ,  i t  w a s  b r o u g h t  b a c k  v i v i d l y  to 
h i s  m i n d  d u r i n g  a  b r i e f  s t a y  in  J o h a n n e s b u r g — w h e n ,  h a p p e n i n g  
t o  p u t  u p  a t  a  c e r t a i n  h o t e l ,  h e  m a d e  p a s s i n g  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  t r a v e l l e d  y o u n g  f e l l o w ,  h a l f  B r i t o n  a n d  h a l f  
B o e r ,  a n d  e v e n  m o r e  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  T r a n s v a a l  f o l k  a n d  t h e i r  
w a y s  t h a n  w a s  C a p t a i n  S — h i m s e l f .

J a k o b  L i e b e r t  a n d  h e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  s m o k i n g  o n e  e v e n i n g  o n  
t h e  h o t e l  v e r a n d a h ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  h a p p e n e d  t o  t u r n  o n  
t h a t  v e r y  s t r e t c h  o f  v e l d t  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  O r a n g e  F r e e  S t a t e  o f  
w h i c h  m y  s t o r y  r e l a t e s .

“ Y o u  s e e m  to  b e  f a i r l y  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h a t  q u a r t e r  o f  
t h e  e a r t h ; d o  y o u  b y  a n y  c h a n c e  k n o w  o f  a  f a r m  c a l l e d  P i e t  V a n  
D e r k e n ’ s ” ? i n q u i r e d  C a p t a i n  S — , h e  s p o k e  r a t h e r  c a u t i o u s l y ,  r e ­
m e m b e r i n g  t h a t  h i s  l i s t e n e r  h a d  B o e r  b l o o d  in  h i s  v e i n s .  Y o u n g  
L i e b e r t  l a u g h e d ,  a  t r i f l e  s a r c a s t i c a l l y .
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“ K n o w  t h e  p l a c e !  S c h u r - K l o o f ,  a s  i t  is  c a l l e d ,  w h y ,  o f  
c o u r s e  I  d o ,  a n d  P i e t  V a n  D e r k e n ;  a  p r e c i o u s  s c o u n d r e l  h e  is  
too, t h o u g h  i t  is  b e s t  n o t  t o  m a k e  s u c h  a  c a n d i d  r e m a r k  t o o  n e a r  
h is  p r e s e n c e !  A s  s a v a g e  a s  a  b u l l ,  v i n d i c t i v e  a n d  r e v e n g f u l  t o  t h e  
v e r y  v e r g e  o f  i n s a n i t y ;  h e  h a s  i n f l u e n c e  t o o  o f  a  k i n d ,  a n d  w o u l d  
s t i c k  a t  n o t h i n g  t o  g e t  “ h i s  o w n  b a c k ”  w i t h  a n  e n e m y .  H o w  d i d  
y o u  h a p p e n  t o  t r e s p a s s  o n  his d o m a i n ?  P i e t ’ s n o n e  t o o  p a r t i a l  to  
s t r a n g e r s ! ”

N o w  i t  w a s  t h e  E n g l i s h m a n ’ s t u r n  t o  l a u g h .
“ I  s h o u l d  r a t h e r  s a y  h e  w a s n ’ t , ”  d e c l a r e d  h e  “ a n d  I  f o r  o n e  

s h a n ’ t  t r o u b l e  t o  v i s i t  S c h u r - K l o o f  a g a i n  t i l l  a  g o o d  m a n y  
m o o n s  h a v e  p a s s e d ;  s l e e p i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a t  t h a t  s a l u b r i o u s  
s p o t  is  n e i t h e r  t o o  w i l l i n g l y  g i v e n  n o r  t o o  l u x u r i o u s . ”  A n d  
s t r a i g h t w a y  C a p t a i n  S —  r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

“ d r e a m ”  a b o u t  t h e  p i g s .
“ I  a m  c e r t a i n  a s  I  s t a n d  h e r e ,  t h a t  I  f e l t  t h e  b r u t e s  a l l  r o u n d  

m e  in  t h a t  i n f e r n a l  p l a c e ;  y e t  c o u l d n ’ t s e e  a  s i g n  o f  a  s i n g l e  o n e ,  
a l t h o u g h  I  l i t  a  l i g h t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I t  w a s  p u z z l i n g ,  a n d  u n ­
s p e a k a b l y  h o r r i b l e  a s  w e l l ;  I  s i m p l y  can’t e x p l a i n  i t . ”  J a k o b  
L i e b e r t  s t r o k e d  h i s  f a i r  m o u s t a c h e  t h o u g h t f u l l y  b e f o r e  r e p l y i n g ,  
t h e n —

“ I ’v e  h e a r d  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  to  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e ,  
f r o m  t h e  K a f f i r s — a n d  o t h e r s , ”  h e  v o l u n t e e r e d  “ f e l l o w s  w h o  h a v e  
b e e n  t h r o u g h  s u c h  a  t h i n g ,  w o n ’ t  t a l k  m u c h  o f  i t ,  I  n o t i c e ;  a n y ­
w a y ,  n o t  w i t h i n  V a n  D e r k e n ’ s h e a r i n g .  B r e a t h e  t h e  w o r d  “ p i g s , ”  
a n d  y o u  m a k e  h i m  y o u r  d e a d l i e s t  e n e m y ,  t h e  K a f f i r s  e v e n  g o  g r a y  
w i t h  f e a r . ”

“ B u t  w h y  o n  e a r t h  s h o u l d  h e  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  m e n t i o n  o f  pigs, 
t h e y  a r e  s u c h  common-place a n i m a l s ” ? a s k e d  C a p t a i n  S —  f e e l ­
i n g  m o r e  p u z z l e d  t h a n  e v e r .

“ W e l l ,  I ’ l l  t e l l  y o u  a  s t o r y  t h a t  m a y  p a r t i a l l y  e x p l a i n  m a t t e r s  
t h o u g h  i t  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  whispered a b r o a d .  F e w  p e o p l e  w o u l d  
b e  b o l d  e n o u g h  t o  c h a r g e  P i e t  V a n  D e r k e n  to  h i s  face w i t h  t h e  
c r i m e  o f  m u r d e r ,  a l l  t h e  s a m e — ”  a n d  y o u n g  L i e b e r t  l o w e r e d  
h i s  v o i c e  a l m o s t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  a s  t h o u g h  e v e n  t h e r e ,  in  t h a t  r e ­
s p e c t a b l e  J o h a n n e s b u r g  h o t e l ,  t h e  “ w a l l s  m i g h t  h a v e  e a r s ” !

“ I t  m u s t  b e  n i n e  o r  t e n  y e a r s  a g o  I  r e c k o n ,  s i n c e  a n  e l d e r l y  
r e l a t i v e  o f  M e v r o u w  V a n  D e r k e n  ( s o m e  s a i d  a n  uncle, s o m e  a 
c o u s i n ,  b u t  a t  a n y  r a t e  s h e  h a d  “ e x p e c t a t i o n s ”  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  
a n d  h e  s o m e  m o n e y  to  l e a v e )  c a m e  to  s t a y  a t  t h e  f a r m .

“ T h e  o l d  f e l l o w ,  p a s t  e i g h t y ,  w a s  s i c k l y ,  b e d r i d d e n ,  a n d  
q u e r u l o u s ;  s t r i c k e n ,  so  r u m o u r  h a d  i t ,  w i t h  a  m o r t a l  d i s e a s e  b e ­
f o r e  h e  c a m e ,  y e t  e v e n  t h e n ,  i l l  a s  h e  m i g h t  b e ,  in  t h e  e y e s  o f  h i s  
a f f e c t i o n a t e  r e l a t i o n s  h e  w a s  o’er long in  d y i n g ,  a  p o i n t  o n  w h i c h
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h i s  d u t i f u l  n i e c e  o p e n l y . e x p r e s s e d  h e r  d i s g u s t .  S h e ,  as  y o u  k n o w ,  
is  a  f o u l - m o u t h e d ,  n a g g i n g  v i r a g o ,  P i e t ,  a  s u l l e n  b u l l y .  T h i n g s  

w e r e  n o t  g o i n g  v e r y  w e l l  j u s t  t h e n  u p o n  t h e  f a r m ,  t h e y  h a d  h ad  
o n e  o r  t w o  b a d  s e a s o n s ;  a  l i t t l e  r e a d y  m o n e y  i n  h a n d  w o u l d  p r o v e  
e x c e e d i n g l y  u s e f u l .

I n  t h e  e n d ,  I  d o n ’ t k n o w  e x a c t l y  what h a p p e n e d ,  b u t  the 
s t o r y  g o e s  t h a t ,  o n e  e v e n i n g ,  P i e t  h a d  d r u n k  d e e p  ( a s  h e  d oes  

s o m e t i m e s ) ; M e v r o u w  w a s  i n  o n e  o f  h e r  w o r s t  t e m p e r s ,  t h e  o ld  
m a n  w a i l i n g  l i k e  a  f r e t f u l  c h i l d  i n  p a i n .  T o  “ s t o p  h i s  n o i s e ”  and 
i n a d v e r t a n t l y  s e r v e  t h e i r  o w n  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  v i l l a i n o u s  p a i r  p i c k e d  
u p  t h e  o l d  f e l l o w  a s  h e  l a y  o n  h i s  s i c k  b e d  a n d  c a r r i e d  h i m  a c ro ss  
t h e  y a r d  t o  t h e  p i g - s t y e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  l a i d  h i m  d o w n  o n  a  b u n d l e  o f  
l e a v e s  a n d  s t r a w .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  p i g s  now o n  P i e t  V a n  D e r k e n ’ s f a r m  as he  
v e r y  t r u l y  i n f o r m e d  y o u ,  b u t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e  p l a c e  w a s  f a m e d  
f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  b r e e d  o f  s w i n e — g r e a t ,  r a w - b o n e d ,  b r i s t l y  h a i r e d  
b r u t e s ,  a l m o s t  a s  b i g  a s  a  g r e y  w o l f  a n d  v e r y  n e a r l y  a s  s a v a g e .

W e l l ,  t h e  K a f f i r s  d r o v e  i n  t h e  h e r d  a s  u s u a l  t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  
P i e t  V a n  D e r k e n  d i d  a n  unusual t h i n g  f o r  him— m e t  th e  
d r o v e r s  c o m i n g  b a c k  w i t h  t h e i r  c h a r g e s  a t  t h e  o u t e r  g a t e  o f  th e  
y a r d  a n d  himself h u s t l e d  t h e  p i g s  o f f  t o  t h e i r  s t y e .  H e  l o c k e d  th e  
d o o r  u p o n  t h e m  a n d  s a i d  n o t h i n g  t o  a n y b o d y ,  m u c h  l o u d  g r u m ­
b l i n g  a n d  s q u e a l i n g  w a s  h e a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  m i n g l e d  w i t h  
a  c r y  o r  t w o  t h a t  s o u n d e d  s t r a n g e l y  h u m a n ,  b u t  t h e  K a f f i r s ,  i f  
t h e y  l i s t e n e d  at all p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e i t h e r ,  o n l y ,  w h e n  t h e y  
w e n t  in  t h e  m o r n i n g  t o  l e t  o u t  t h e  h e r d ,  o n e  o f  t h e m  f o u n d - - !  
W e l l ,  p e r h a p s  a s  y o u r  E n g l i s h  p r o v e r b  h a s  i t ,  “ t h e  l e a s t  s a id  
s o o n e s t  m e n d e d , ”  M e v r o u w  V a n  D e r k e n ’ s a n c i e n t  r e l a t i v e  w a s  
n e v e r  s e e n  a g a i n ;  t h i n g s ,  ( o d d l y  e n o u g h )  g r e w  m o r e  f l o u r i s h ­
i n g  a t  t h e  f a r m  d u r i n g  h i s  a b s e n c e ;  d e b t s  w e r e  p a i d  o f f ;  m o n e y  
s e e m e d  r e a d y  a t  h a n d ,  P i e t  b e c a m e  a  s h a d e  o r  t w o  m o r e  s u r l y  
a n d  v i c i o u s ,  i f  s u c h  w e r e  p o s s i b l e — t h a t  is  a l l .  B u t  i f  y o u  m e n ­
t i o n  pigs, t h e  m e r e  word i n  h i s  h e a r i n g ,  w e l l ,  I ’m  t o l d  ’ t is  as 
m u c h  a s  y o u r  l i f e  is  w o r t h ;  P i e t  is  a  s a v a g e  f e l l o w !

“ Y o u  l o o k  f a i n t ,  E n g l a n d e r — w e l l ,  a n d  r e a l l y  I  d o n ’ t w o n ­
d e r ” ! e x p l a i n e d  y o u n g  J a k o b  L i e b e r t  a f t e r  a  p a u s e ,  t a k i n g  h is  
c i g a r e t t e  f r o m  h i s  m o u t h  a n d  g l a n c i n g  f u r t i v e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  c o r n e r  
o f  o n e  e y e  a t  h i s  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  h o r r o r - s t r i c k e n  c o m p a n i o n .  ’T i s  
a  h o r r i d  s t o r y ,  s u r e  e n o u g h ,  t h o u g h  I ’ v e  h e a r d  i t  p r e t t y '  o f t e n .  
C o m e  r o u n d  to  t h e  b a r  a n d  l e t ’ s h a v e  a  g o o d  s t i f f  w h i s k e y  a n d  
s o d a  to  g e t  t h e  t a s t e  o u t  o f  o u r  m o u t h s .  A s  y o u  s a y  i t  m a y  n o t  
really b e  true.”
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I n  o r d e r  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t r u e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  
g e o m e t r i c a l  f o r m s  t o  t h e  s y m b o l i s m s  a n d  a p h o r i s m s  o f  a n c i e n t  

r e l i g i o n  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s t u d y  t h e m  i n  s y n t h e s i s .  
T h a t  is  t o  s a y ,  b y  g r o u p i n g  t h e m  a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e s  o f  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  o n e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  p e r c e i v e  
th e  e n g e n d e r i n g  t h e r e b y  o f  t h e  o c c u l t  f o r m s  w h i c h  a r e  t h o s e  
g e o m e t r i c a l  f i g u r e s  l i n k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e o r e m s  so  t o t a l l y  d i s ­
s i m i l a r ,  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w o u l d  n o t  b e  o r d i n a r i l y  s u s p e c t e d .  
W h e n  s u c h  f i g u r e s  c a n ,  in  t u r n  b e  s h o w n  to  b e  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  
c a n o n s  o f  c o s m i c  l a w ,  w e  m a y  f e e l  a s s u r e d  t h a t  w e  a r e  in  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  m y s t e r y  f a t h o m a b l e  b y  m o r t a l  m a n .

I t  w i l l  b e  r e m a r k e d ,  a s  w e  p r o c e e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  c l o s e ,  n o t  
to  s a y  i n s e p a r a b l e  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  “ s a c r e d ”  G e o m e t r y  o f  t h e  
a n c i e n t  w o r l d  a n d  t h e  n u m e r o l o g y  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t s .  T h e  u s e s  o f  
t h e  l a t t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  gematria,  w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  r e c o r d  
a n d  c o n c e a l  t h e  m a r v e l s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r .

D u r i n g  t h e  v a s t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  S u n  o f  o u r  u n i ­
v e r s e  w a s  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  h a i l e d  a s  t h e  s u p r e m e  D e i t y  t h e r e o f  a n d  
f o u n t a i n  o f  a l l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  w i s d o m ,  h u m a n  as  w e l l  a s  d i v i n e ,  
i t  w a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  m a n y  s y m b o l s  to  r e f e r  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
f u n c t i o n s  o f  N a t u r e  t o  a  s o l a r  o r i g i n  o r  i n s p i r a t i o n .  L a t e r ,  w h e n  
as  t h e  f r u i t  o f  i r r e s i s t a b l e  l o g i c  a p p l i e d  t o  a s t r o l o g i c a l  p r e s u m p ­
t io n s ,  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  a d e s c e n t  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  S u n  
to  a f l e s h l y  c a r e e r  b e c a m e  t h e  c h i e f  h u m a n  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  t h e  s a m e  
g e o m e t r i c a l  a n d  a r i t h m e t i c a l  m y s t i c i s m  w a s  d r a w n  u p o n  as  t h e  
s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v e d  w h o  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  to  t h e i r  d i s c i p l e s  b y  u t t e r i n g  p a r a b l e s  a n d  logia, w h i c h  
c o u l d  n o t  f a i l  to  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  a d e p t s  as  t h e  p e c u l i a r  k e y ­
w o r d s  o f  S o l a r  m y t h o s .

T h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S u n ,  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  c r e a t i v e  a g e n c y ,  b y  
a n d  t h r o u g h  w h i c h ,  a l l  t h i n g s  t e r r e s t i a l  h a d  c o m e  i n t o  b e i n g  a n d  
w e r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s u s t a i n e d  i n  t h e i r  l i f e  p r o c e s s e s ,  w e r e  a r r i v e d  
a t ,  b y  t h e  w i s e ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o ­
c e s s e s  h a d  b e e n  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  s u c h  a b s t r a c t  s c i e n c e s  as  
c h e m i s t r y ,  g e o l o g y ,  b i o l o g y  a n d  t h e  l i k e .

T h e  c u l t  o f  t h e  “ G r e a t  A r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e , ”  w h i c h
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M a s o n r y  h a s  m a d e  s o  p e c u l i a r l y  i t s  o w n ,  h a d  i t s  o r i g i n  e n t i r e ly  
i n  s u c h  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  T h e  t i t l e  o f  Pontifex Maximus o r  “ S u ­
p r e m e  b u i l d e r  o f  A r c h e s ”  ( o r  B r i d g e s )  w a s  in  u s e  c e n t u r i e s  b e ­
f o r e  i t  b e c a m e  t h a t  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  P o p e ,  d e n o t i n g  t h e  h ie ro -  

p h a n c y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  C o s m i c  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o w e r  w h i c h  m e n  i m i ­
t a t e d  i n  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e a r t h l y  h a b i t a t i o n s .

I t  is  c u r i o u s  t o  s u r m i s e  j u s t  w h a t  t u r n  h u m a n  s p e c u la t i o n  
u p o n  t h e  i n f i n i t e  w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n ,  h a d  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  a s t r o n o m y  
o f  t h e  M a g i  r e v e a l e d  t h e  a x i s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  t o  b e  i n c l i n e d  to  th at  

o f  t h e  S u n  a t  a n y  o t h e r  a n g l e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t w e n t y - t h r e e  a n d  one 
h a l f  d e g r e e s ,

I t  is  t h i s  f a c t  a n d  t h i s  f a c t ,  a l o n e ,  u p o n  w h i c h  tu r n s  the 
w h o l e  m y s t e r y  o f  a n c i e n t  r e l i g i o u s  s y m b o l i s m .  T h e  a s t r o n o m ­
i c a l  f a c t  o f  f i r s t  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  o f  
o u r  g l o b e ,  i t  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  m e c h a n i s m  o f  b a s i c  g e o m e t e r y  w i t h  
a n  i n s i s t e n c e  w h i c h  l e a v e s  n o  d o u b t  i n  t h e  r e f l e c t i v e  m i n d  as to 
t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  i t s  p r e s e n c e .

I n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  o r  M a s o n i c  g e o m e t r y  w e  m u s t  n ot 

l o s e  o u r s e l v e s ,  b y  w a n d e r i n g ,  a s  t h r o u g h  m a z e s  o f  l i n e s ,  b u t  w e  
m u s t  l e a r n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  v a r i o u s  e s s e n t i a l  f i g u r e s  s u c h  as 
s q u a r e s ,  c i r c l e s ,  t r i a n g l e s ,  o b l o n g s  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a n g l e s  o f  
c e r t a i n  o b l o n g s ,  s o  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  k n o w  t h e m  w h e n e v e r  a n d  w h e r ­

e v e r  w e  m e e t  t h e m .  T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
h a s  b e e n  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  f i g u r e s  e n t i t l e d  “ T h e  g e o m e t r i c  g e n e s i s . ”  
O u r  m o d e r n  C h e s s - b o a r d  is  a  m o n u m e n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a n c i e n t  
s t u d e n t s  f o u n d  t h e  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  m e t h o d  o f  a n a l y z i n g  th e  
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  p e r f e c t  s q u a r e ,  b y  d i v i d i n g  i t  i n t o  s i x t y - f o u r  
e q u a l  p a r t s ,  o r  8 x 8 .  O n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  w a s  t h a t  th is  
s u m  is t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o l a r  a n d  L u n a r  n u m b e r s  “ 3 6 ”  a n d  
“ 2 8 .”  T h e  l a t t e r  n u m b e r  is  m a n i f e s t l y  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  t w e n t y -  
e i g h t  d a y s  o f  t h e  l u n a r  c y c l e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  g e o ­
m e t r i c a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s ,  b u t  t h e  f o r m e r  n o t  o n l y  p o s s e s s e s  th e  
w e a l t h  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e s  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a t  p a i n s  t o  d w e l l  
u p o n ,  i n  o u r  p a p e r s  u p o n  “ T h e  Z o d i a c  in  R e l i g i o n  a n d  F r e e ­
m a s o n r y , ”  b u t  i t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  u p o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a n g l e  
o f  2 3 ^  d e g r e e s  is  t h a t  o f  a n  o b l o n g  4 x 9 ,  a g a i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  
n u m b e r  “ 3 6 . ”

T h e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  s y n t h e t i c  f i g u r e ,  is  t h e  “ S q u a r e d  C i r c l e  o f  
E q u a l  C i r c u m f e r e n c e s . ”  I n  t h i s ,  t h e  c i r c l e  r e s t s  o n  t h e  b a s e  o f  
t h e  s q u a r e  a n d  e m b r a c e s  i t s  t w o  u p p e r  c o r n e r s .  R a d i i  f r o m  th e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i r c l e  d i v i d e  t h e  l a r g e  s q u a r e  i n t o  f o u r  o b l o n g s ,  t w o  
3 x 4  a n d  t w o  4  x  5 i n  d i m e n s i o n ,  d i a g o n a l s  f r o m  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  
t h e  s q u a r e  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i r c l e  g i v e  u s  t h e  v e r t i c a l  a x i s  o f  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p y r a m i d s  w h i c h  p r e h i s t o r i c  M a s o n r y  p l a c e d
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o n  o p p o s i t e  s i d e s  o f  o u r  E a r t h  i n  s i l e n t  t e s t i m o n y  to  f u t u r e  g e n e r ­
a t io n s .  D i v i d i n g  t h e  l a r g e  c i r c l e  b y  t w o  s m a l l e r  o n e s ,  e a c h  c o n ­
t a i n i n g  e x a c t l y  o n e  q u a r t e r  o f  i t s  a r e a ,  w e  r e m a r k  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  

w h i c h  t h e  p y r a m i d  t r i a n g l e s ,  s e e n  p o i n t  t o  p o i n t  i n  t h e  l a r g e  
s q u a r e  a r e  c r e a t e d  b a s e  t o  b a s e  i n  t h e  s m a l l  c i r c l e s .  T h e  c i r c l e  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  p a r t s  b y  a  l i n e  d i v i d i n g  i t s  d i a m e t e r  i n t o  t h r e e  
a n d  f i v e  p a r t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  is  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a n c i e n t  a n d  w i d e l y  
d i s t r i b u t e d  S o l a r  s y m b o l s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a  p r o p o r t i o n  u n i ­
v e r s a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  A r t i s t s  a n d  A r c h i t e c t s  a s  t h e  m o s t  h a r ­
m o n i o u s  d i v i s i o n  o f  l i n e s  o r  s p a c e s ,  t h e  f a m o u s  “ G o l d e n  m e a n , ”  
3 to  5 .  T h e  p y r a m i d a l  t r i a n g l e s ,  w h i c h  i t  c o n t a i n s ,  r e - c o m b i n e  
i n t o  t w o  o b l o n g s ,  o n e  3 x 4  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  4 x 5 .

The Problem of the Squared Circle of equal Perimeters and 
Its Symbolic derivations

The difference in area between these two oblongs, imposed 
one upon the other, conducts us to the “ Operative Masons 
Square” which measures the former with its inner angle and the 
latter with its outer angle. The eight units of measure involved 
(here presented as inches) give us the mystic sum of “ 3 6” and so 
constitute this peculiar square of the symbol of the Divine Archi­
tect. That it was so regarded by the ancient Egyptians, is evident 
from its frequent use as an emblem of Osiris, while Bactrian
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coins of B. C. 180 exhibit the Monarch adoring it with the Sun 
worshipper’s gesture of upraised hands.

Still more significant, however, we may note on our syn­
thetic diagram, that the dimensions of the Masonic Keystone of 
23 1/2  degrees are clearly set forth, the base of the square form­
ing the top of the inverted Keystone.

T  1 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 I I
S \ T \ 6 

1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

m u
s  —

\x/
—  <3 — -

—  1 *—

—  l  —

The most Ancient Operative Masons Square 
and the masonic Keystone

Bactrian Coin of King 
Ares, B. C. 180

Phoenican Stela in Bibliothèque 
Nationale Paris, with Baal sign 

and Masonic pillars

In this case the relation of the Keystone to the triangles in the 
small circle at its base is of a totally different description from 
one which is outlined in the symbolic figure at the head of this 
article, which will be dwelt upon at greater length further on. 
Suffice it to say that the evidence of the one time deep study of 
these figures, exactly as we show them, is universal, while their 
use in connection with the central figures of various exoteric re­
ligious cults is valuable evidence that these figures were in their 
times and places, but representative of the universal Solar logos 
or Word of God, revealed through the physical and philosophi­
cal contemplation of the Solar universe.
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A n c i e n t  S o l a r  S y m b o l s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  " S q u a r e d  C i r c l e . "

1 . The Babylonian god llu, or 1 - 8 =  3 6 .
2 . The Chinese Dual Principle of Yan and Yin, Spirit and

Matter mating.
3 . The Egyptian Ankh Cross or “ Key of Life.”
4 . The Phoenician sign for Baal, carried wherever they

ventured.
5 . The Hindoo Crux-Ansata, antedating the Egyptian

Ankh.
6 . Aztec Sun-god. Same form common among Pueblo In­

dians.
7 . Nimbus surrounding head on early Greek portraits of

Jesus, particularly on Byzantine coins and Eikons.
8 . The Masonic Lambskin Apron.
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Higfjer iEfjougtjt
T H E  L A W  OF CO RR E SPO N D E N C E  

B y  E u g e n e  D e l  M a r .

“That which ye sow ye reap! See yonder fields!
The sesamum was sesamum, the corn
Was corn. The Silence and the Darkness knewl
So is a man’s fate born.”

Edwin A rnold: “ Light of Asia.”

Man is invisible, a spiritual Being. That which one visions 
is merely the abode in which he resides. Invisible man operates 
according to invisible law which, acting on invisible energy, 
creates a form that is evident to the senses.

Nature is all imperatives. Things happen because they 
must. There is no chance or haphazard; only Law. Every 
cause has its correlated result; each result presupposes a good and 
sufficient cause. The Principles or Laws of the Universe always 
and ever prevail; and man creates in the sense that he provides 
the causes upon which the Law shall operate. He supplies the 
raw material which the Law works into the finished product.

Each man makes and remakes his own body, the house in 
which he lives; whether or not he knows or believes it. The com­
ment that most of us would make on another man’s physical 
house would probably be: “This is the house that Jack built!” 
When one is ready and willing to admit that he was the jack 
who built his own house, he has either stumbled upon or broken 
into a treasure house of wisdom.

The Spiritual Being, invisible man, through the agency of 
thought equally invisible, determines the form in which his 
house shall be fashioned. He chooses his thoughts, or chooses 
that they shall choose him, and having so chosen they do their 
perfect work in producing a form that manifests in exact like­
ness the merits and demerits of his thoughts.

Does anyone now believe that a man-God, in a far off 
Heaven, arbitrarily determined the details of an individual’s ex­
istence for all eternity? It is difficult in these days for a child to 
believe any such a nursery tale. It seems almost too puerile to 
mention it to truth students. It is not at all strange that thought 
fashions the form ; but it would indeed be strange if this were not 
so. What else could do it?

The difficulty with each of us is that he fails to realize the
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t h o u g h t  c a u s e s  h e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  s e t t i n g  i n  m o t i o n  o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

r e s u l t s  t h a t  h e  i s  t h e r e b y  i n v i t i n g .  O n e  p l a n t s  o n i o n s  a n d  e x p e c t s  

a p p l e s  t o  g r o w ;  o r  s o w s  t o a d s t o o l s  a n d  e x p e c t s  t o  r e a p  m u s h ­

r o o m s .  O r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  o n e  s c a t t e r s  a  l o t  o f  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  

a n d  u n k n o w n  s e e d s  a n d  i s  a m a z e d  a t  t h e  n o n d e s c r i p t  h a r v e s t  

t h a t  s p r i n g s  u p .

A b s t r a c t  t h o u g h t s  h a v e  b u t  s l i g h t  p o w e r .  F l e e t i n g  a n d  

e f f e r v e s c e n t  t h o u g h t s  p r o d u c e  b u t  s c a n t  e f f e c t .  I t  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l ­

l y  p r e v a i l i n g  a t t i t u d e  o f  m i n d  t h a t  i s  o f  m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e .  I t  i s  

t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e l e m e n t  t h a t  g i v e s  q u a l i t y  t o  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  t h e  

e m o t i o n a l  f a c t o r  t h a t  c o n f e r s  p o w e r  u p o n  i t .  W h e n  o n e  p u t s  

l o v e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  i n t o  h i s  t h o u g h t  i t  b e c o m e s  d y n a m i c ,  c r e a ­

t i v e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e .

E a c h  o f  u s  p r e f e r s  t o  e x i s t  i n  a  w e l l - a p p o i n t e d  r e s i d e n c e .  

W h y  n o t  m a k e  o u r  p h y s i c a l  h o m e  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  b e a u t y  a n d  

h a r m o n y ?  W h y  n o t  f a s h i o n  t h e  b o d y  i n t o  a  h a b i t a t i o n  w h e r e i n  

o n e  m a y  l i v e  i n  c o m f o r t ?  I f  i t  i s  c r a m p e d ,  t e n s e ,  d i s j o i n t e d ,  d i ­

l a p i d a t e d  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  m u s t  n o t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

o c c u p a n t  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  p h y s i c a l l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  b o d y  i t  i n ­

h a b i t s ?  I f  t h e  b o d y  i s  d i s e a s e d ,  o r  o u t  o f  e a s e ,  m u s t  n o t  t h a t  

w h i c h  e x p r e s s e s ,  o r  p r e s s e s  o u t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  b o d y  c o n f o r m  t o  i t s  

p e c u l i a r i t i e s ?  T h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  m o u l d  m u s t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

s h a p e  o f  t h e  product.
H o w  m a y  t h i s  b e  r e m e d i e d ?  O n l y  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  b o d y .  

A n d  h o w  m a y  t h i s  b e  d o n e ?  B y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  t h o u g h t .  A n d  

h o w  m u s t  i t  b e  c h a n g e d  ?  B y  c o n s t a n t  i n d u l g e n c e  i n  c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  

o p t i m i s t i c ,  p o s i t i v e ,  h e a l t h f u l  t h o u g h t .  N o  p e r s o n  w i l l  d e n y  

t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  r e s u l t  o f  n e g a t i v e  t h o u g h t .  I s  i t  n o t  s t r a n g e  t h a t  

p e o p l e  d o  n o t  a s  f r e e l y  r e a l i z e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  r e s u l t  o f  p o s i t i v e  

t h o u g h t ?  O n e  i s  e x a c t l y  a s  t r u e  a s  t h e  o t h e r ;  t h e  L a w  o p e r a t e s  

t o  c r e a t e  o r  t o  d e s t r o y .

O n e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  t h i n k  a p p e n d i c i t i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  i t .  

O n e  d o e s  n o t  o r d i n a r i l y  i n v i t e  a  c o l d  b y  s a y i n g  “ I  w a n t  a  c o l d . ”  

F e v e r s  d o  n o t  a l w a y s  v i s i t  o n e  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  h e  c a l l s  t h e m  b y  

t h e i r  f i r s t  n a m e s ,  a l t h o u g h  s u c h  f a m i l i a r i t y  i s  a p t  t o  b e  d a n g e r ­

o u s .  D i s e a s e  c o m e s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  t h o u g h t  c a u s e  o f  w h i c h  

d i s e a s e  i s  t h e  c o r r e l a t e d  r e s u l t .  F e a r  t h o u g h t  i s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  

c a u s e  o f  a l l  p h y s i c a l  a i l m e n t s .  W i t h o u t  f e a r ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  p r a c ­

t i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  b u t  p e r f e c t  h e a l t h .  A n d  f e a r  

t h o u g h t s  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h a t  a r e  n e g a t i v e ,  p e s s i m i s t i c  o r  d e s t r u c t i v e .

E a c h  a t o m  o f  t h e  b o d y  h a s  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  

i t  r e c o g n i z e s  i t s  t h o u g h t  m a s t e r .  E a c h  a t o m  i s  i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  t o  

o n e ’ s  m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e .  I t  t a k e s  l i t t l e  h e e d  o f  m e r e  w o r d s ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  p l a c e s  t r u s t  i n  o n e ’ s  p r e v a i l i n g  t h o u g h t  a s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  i n -
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d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  d e s i r e s .  W h e n  o n e  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  t r o u b l e  i n  a n y  

p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  h i s  b o d y ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  a t o m s  p r o m p t l y  a c ­

c e p t  h i s  v i e w s  a n d  d o  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  a c c o m o d a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  h i s  

t h o u g h t  c o m m a n d s .  I f  o n e  i n d u l g e s  i n  “ c r o o k e d ”  t h o u g h t s ,  a l l  

t h e  n a t u r a l l y  s t r a i g h t  a t o m s  a c q u i r e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  a m b i t i o n  t o  b e  

a s  c r o o k e d  a s  h e  i s .  L i k e  m a s t e r ,  l i k e  s e r v a n t ;  t h a t  i s  t h e  L a w  o f  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

I f  i n  o n e ’ s  t h o u g h t  t h e  U n i v e r s e  i n  w h i c h  h e  l i v e s  i s  r e g a r d ­

e d  a s  b e i n g  d e l i g h t f u l ,  p l e a s a n t  a n d  h a r m o n i o u s ,  t h e  L a w  m e a s ­

u r e s  h i m  i n  t e r m s  o f  h i s  t h o u g h t  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t o  h i m  t h a t  

h e  i s  q u i t e  r i g h t .  I f  h i s  m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e  i s  t o  l o o k  u p o n  i t  a s  

h i d e o u s ,  u n p l e a s a n t  a n d  d i s c o r d a n t ,  i t s  r e a c t i o n s  w i l l  c o n v i n c e  

h i m  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  m i s t a k e n .  W h e t h e r  o n e  r e g a r d s  e n v i r o n m e n t  

a s  b e i n g  p l e a s a n t  o r  u n p l e a s a n t ,  d i s c o r d a n t  o r  h a r m o n i o u s ,  o r  

l o o k s  u p o n  i t  a s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o r  o b s t a c l e ,  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  l o o k i n g  

g l a s s  s e n d s  b a c k  i t s  r e f l e c t i o n  i n  e x a c t  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o i n t  o f  

v i e w .  I t  i s  n o  r e s p e c t o r  o f  p e r s o n s ;  i t  j u s t i f i e s  e a c h  a n d  a l l  o f  

u s .

E a c h  s o - c a l l e d  p h y s i c a l  d i s e a s e  h a s  a  m e n t a l  c o u n t e r p a r t .  

S o  h a s  e a c h  c o n d i t i o n  o f  e a s e .  T h e  m e n t a l  b e i n g  t h e  r e a l m  o f  

c a u s e  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  t h a t  o f  r e s u l t ,  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d i s e a s e  m a y  

b e  c h a n g e d  t o  t h o s e  o f  e a s e  b y  c h a n g e  o f  t h o u g h t .  W h i l e  t h e  

m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  b e i n g  c h e e r f u l  a n d  o p t i m i s t i c  m a y  h e l p  m a ­

t e r i a l l y  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  o p t i m i s m  a n d  c h e e r f u l n e s s  a r e  o n l y  t h e  

b a b y - t a l k  o f  m e n t a l  o r  s p i r i t u a l  h e a l i n g .  S o m e  o n e  h a s  s a i d :  

“ S m i l e ,  b u t  k n o w  w h i l e  y o u  s m i l e . ”  T h e  t h i n k e r  w a n t s  t o  k n o w  

w h y ,  a n d  i s  s e e k i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a r t  o r  s c i e n c e  o f  h e a l t h ,  

o f  w h i c h  c h e e r f u l n e s s  i s  b u t  a  m i l d l y  p l e a s a n t  e x p r e s s i o n .

T h e  r o o t  o f  f e a r  t h o u g h t  l i e s  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  f u n d a m e n t a l  

s e p a r a t i o n  a n d  o p p o s i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  i s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  s e l f i s h n e s s  

a n d  e g o t i s m .  A l l  s u c h  t h o u g h t s  a r e  h a r b i n g e r s  o f  d i s c o r d ,  d i s ­

e a s e  a n d  d e a t h .  T h e  r o o t  o f  c o n t r a s t i n g  f a i t h  t h o u g h t  l i e s  i n  a n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e s s e n t i a l  u n i t y  a n d  h a r m o n i o u s  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  

i s  e v i d e n c e d  i n  a l t r u i s m  a n d  e g o i s m .  T h e s e  i n d u c e  h e a l t h ,  

h a r m o n y  a n d  l i f e .  E a c h  t h o u g h t  g r o u p  b r i n g s  b a c k  c o r r e s p o n d ­

e n c e s  o f  i t s  o w n  k i n d .  I t  c a n  d o  n o t h i n g  e l s e .

T h e r e  i s  a  h e a l i n g  a r t  o r  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  i t s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e n ­

a b l e s  o n e  t o  c o n v e r t  d i s c o r d s  i n t o  h a r m o n y  a n d  d i s e a s e  i n t o  

h e a l t h .  T h e  h e a l i n g  a r t  c o n s i s t s  i n  e m p l o y i n g  c o n s c i o u s l y  f o r  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  p u r p o s e s  t h e  s a m e  L a w s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  

u s e d  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  a s  d e s t r u c t i v e  a g e n c i e s .  O n e  m a y  t u r n  o n  a n  

e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  b y  t h e  s a m e  s w i t c h  t h a t  t u r n s  i t  o f f ;  o n l y  h e  g i v e s  

i t  a  d i f f e r e n t  t u r n .  O r  i f  b u t t o n s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  t h e
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r e s u l t  w i l l  d e p e n d  u p o n  w h i c h  b u t t o n  i s  t o u c h e d .  H a v i n g  

c h o s e n  t h e  c a u s e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  h a p p e n s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e .

E a c h  o f  u s  w a n t s  h e a l t h ,  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  h a p p i n e s s .  E a c h  

w i s h e s  t o  t o u c h  t h e  r i g h t  b u t t o n  o r  t u r n  t h e  r i g h t  s w i t c h .  T o  d o  

t h i s ,  o n e  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l  o f  h i s  t h o u g h t s ,  c u l t i v a t e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  

i d e a s  a n d  i n s p i r e  h i s  i d e a s  w i t h  h i g h  s p i r i t u a l  i d e a l s .  T h e  f u n ­

d a m e n t a l s  o f  a l l  i d e a l s  a r e  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n s  o f  c o m p l e t e  u n i t y  

w i t h  G o d  e v e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e  g o o d n e s s  

o r  b e n e f i c e n c e  o f  t h e  I n f i n i t e ,  a n d  o f  t h e  b a s i c  h a r m o n y  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s e .

W h e n  o n e  r e a l i z e s  t h e s e  t r u t h s ,  f i l l s  h i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w i t h  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  t h o u g h t s ,  d i r e c t s  h i s  t h o u g h t  c o n s t a n t l y  a n d  c o n ­

s i s t e n t l y  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  a n d  a c t s  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  h i s  t h o u g h t s ,  

t h e  U n i v e r s e  c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  r e s p o n d  i n  t e r m s  o f  h e a l t h ,  h a r m o n y  

a n d  h a p p i n e s s .  N o t h i n g  e l s e  i s  p o s s i b l e .  L o v i n g  i t  w i t h  h e a r t  

a n d  m i n d  a n d  s o u l ,  i t  l o v e s  i n  r e t u r n  t h r o u g h  i t s  m y r i d  u n i v e r s a l  

a v e n u e s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .

W h e t h e r  i t  b e  h e a l t h  o r  d i s e a s e ,  o n e  c a n  r e c e i v e  o n l y  t h a t  

w h i c h  h e  h a s  e a r n e d .  I f  h e a l t h  w e r e  s o u g h t  f o r  a s  d i r e c t l y  a n d  

p e r s i s t e n t l y  a s  d i s e a s e  i s ,  t h e  w o r l d  w o u l d  s o o n  b e  c h a n g e d  w o n -  

d r o u s l y  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .  I f  o n e  b i d s  f o r  h a t e ,  d i s c o r d  a n d  d i s e a s e ,  

i s  i t  n o t  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  l o v e  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  w h a t  h e  w a n t s ?  

T h a t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  h u m a n  c o n c e p t i o n .  H e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s a t i s ­

f i e d  u n t i l  h e  g o t  i t ;  s o ,  i n  i t s  l o v i n g  k i n d n e s s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s e  g r a n t s  

h i s  w i s h .  I f  h e  c h o o s e s  t h a t  m e t h o d  o f  s o u l  u n f o l d m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  

L a w  j u s t i f i e s  h i s  r e q u e s t  b y  g r a n t i n g  i t ,  w h o  c a n  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  d o e s  

n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  a c m e  o f  l o v e  a n d  w i s d o m ?

I n  h i s  c o m p l e t e  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e ,  o n e  m a y  p r e f e r  t o  i n v i t e  

h e a l t h ,  h a r m o n y  a n d  h a p p i n e s s .  I n  t h i s  e v e n t ,  t h e  L a w  h o n o r s  

h i s  d r a f t  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t .  T h e  U n i v e r s e  i s  w o n d r o u s l y  

s e n s i t i v e ,  p l a s t i c  a n d  r e s p o n s i v e .  O n e  m a y  a l w a y s  a t t r a c t  h i s  

d e s i r e s  i f  h e  p l a c e s  h i m s e l f  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  L a w ,  p r e s i s t e n t -  

l y  t h i n k s  o f  w h a t  h e  w a n t s ,  i n v i t e s  i t  a n d  e x p e c t s  i t .  A l w a y s  a n d  

e v e r  t h e  U n i v e r s e  r e t u r n s  i n  k i n d .  T h e  w i t h o u t  m u s t  b e c o m e  a  

f a i t h f u l  r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  w i t h i n ,  a n d  t h e  v i s i b l e  a n  e x a c t  c o u n t e r ­

p a r t  o f  t h e  i n v i s i b l e .

I t  i s  i n  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  r e a l m  o f  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  w o n d r o u s  

p r o c e s s e s  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  t a k e  p l a c e .  I t  i s  t h e r e  t h a t  a r e  f o r g e d  t h e  

l i n k s  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  w i t h  t h e  v i s i b l e .  Y e s ;  “ t h e  S i l e n c e  

a n d  t h e  D a r k n e s s  k n e w ” ;  f o r  t h e y  w o r k e d  i n t o  t h e  l o o m  o f  l i f e  

t h e  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p l a c e d  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n .  T h e  i n ­

d i v i d u a l  m a y  c h o o s e  h i s  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  “ t h e  S i l e n c e  a n d  t h e  D a r k ­

n e s s ”  h a v e  n o  c h o i c e .  T h e y  c a n  o n l y  e x p r e s s  t h e  d i v i n e  l o v e  

a n d  w i s d o m  o f  t h e  L a w  o f  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
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B y  T h e  T o r c h  B e a r e r

Y o u  m u s t  k n o w  t h a t  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  e a c h  a t o m  

m u s t  b e  p e r f e c t  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  D i v i n e  F a t h e r  m a y  s e e  H i s  r e ­

f l e c t i o n  a n d  m a n i f e s t a t i o n .

I f  a n y  o n e  a t o m  w h i c h  i s  u s e d  b y  H i m  i n  H i s  m a r v e l o u s  

w o r k s  w e r e  i m p e r f e c t ,  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

w o u l d  a t  s o m e  t i m e  s h o w  a  m a r  u p o n  i t s  s u r f a c e  i n s t e a d  o f  e v e r  

g r o w i n g  i n t o  g r e a t e r  l o v e l i n e s s  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n .

I t  i s  o n l y  a f t e r  m a n  t a k e s  h o l d  o f  t h e s e  a t o m s  a n d  s e e k s  w h a t  

h e  c a l l s  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  b e c o m e  w a r p e d ,  d i s t o r t e d ,  d i s ­

c o l o r e d  a n d  u n f i t  f o r  p e r f e c t  c r e a t i o n s .

M a n k i n d  m o l d s  t h e m  i n t o  a  m a t r i x  o f  h i s  c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  

h i s  i m p e r f e c t  e y e s i g h t  t h e y  s e e m  t o  b l e n d  a n d  h a r m o n i z e  a n d  

f o r m  a  c r e a t i o n  o f  b e a u t y .  B u t  a s  t i m e  g o e s  o n  h e  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  

f i r s t  t h i s  l i n k ,  t h e n  t h a t  o n e — a  l i n e  h e r e — a  d o t  t h e r e — d o  n o t  

g l o w  w i t h  e q u a l  r a d i a n c e  t o  t h e  r e s t .

T h e n  b e g i n s  t h e  p u l l i n g  a p a r t  o f  h i s  c r e a t i o n s — p u t t i n g  i n  

n e w  b i t s  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h o s e  w h i c h  s e e m  t o  b e  i m p e r f e c t .  A t  l a s t  

t h e  w h o l e  o n c e  a g a i n  s e e m s  a l l  p e r f e c t i o n .  B u t  s u d d e n l y  a n o t h e r  

t h r e a d  b r e a k s ,  a  k n o t  s l i p s  a n d  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  o n c e  

m o r e ,  a n d  t h e  w o r k  m u s t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  b e  p a t c h e d  a n d  a l t e r e d .

D o  y o u  n o t  s e e  t h a t  s o  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  t o  

b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  D i v i n e  S e r v i c e .  T h e y  m u s t  b e  t e s t e d ,  h e r e ,  t h e r e ,  

i n  e v e r y  w a y ,  a l o n g  a l l  l i n e s ,  u n t i l  t h e  M a s t e r  B u i l d e r  a c c e p t s  

t h e m  a s  b e i n g  w o r t h y  o f  H i s  u s e  a n d  t o  b e  r e l i e d  u p o n  f o r  t a k i n g  

H i s  m a t e r i a l  a n d  b l e n d i n g  a n d  h a r m o n i z i n g  i t  i n t o  a  p e r f e c t  
w h o l e .

T h i n k  o f  t h i s  w h e n  y o u  g r o w  w e a r y  a n d  f a i n t - h e a r t e d  a n d  

f e e l  t h a t  t h e  t e s t s  a r e  n e v e r  e n d i n g .  D w e l l  r a t h e r  u p o n  t h e  g l o r y  

w h i c h  i s  y o u r s  i n  h a v i n g  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  b e  

t e m p e r e d  a n d  f i t t e d  t o  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  D e s i g n e r .

I  k n o w  t h e  w a y  s e e m s  l o n g  a n d  t h e  t r i a l s  m a n y .  L o o k  

a h e a d !  S e e  w h a t  i s  i n  f r o n t  o f  y o u !  G a z e  u p  a n d  o u t — not b a c k  
a n d  d o w n .

Y o u  a r e  n e a r i n g  t h e  m o u n t a i n  t o p  a n d  h a v e  n a u g h t  t o  d o  

w i t h  t h e  l i f e  w h i c h  w a s  y o u r s  w h e n  i n  t h e  v a l l e y s .

S i n g  a  s o n g  o f  t r i u m p h !

L e t  j o y  v i b r a t e  t h r o u g h  y o u r  v o i c e — l o v e  b e a m  t h r o u g h  y o u r  

e y e s  a n d  f l o o d  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  t h e  s u n s h i n e  o f  y o u r  h a p p i n e s s .
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L E T T E R S  T H A T  M A Y  H E L P  Y O U

1

B y  A s e k a  

N u m b e r  8

N o w  t h a t  I  h a v e  g i v e n  y o u  s o m e  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d o c ­

t r i n e  o f  r e - i n c a r n a t i o n ,  l e t  u s  t a k e  u p  t h e  m a i n  t h r e a d  a n d  s h o w  

h o w  t h i s  t e a c h i n g  o f  r e - e m b o d i m e n t  f i t s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  s c h e m e .

H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y  s a i d  i n  e f f e c t  ( I  h a v e n ’ t  t h e  e x a c t  q u o t a t i o n  

h a n d y )  :  I m a g i n e  a  r a y  o f  L I G H T  ( “ A t m a , ”  “ S p i r i t , ”  “ O v e r -  

S o u l ” )  s t r i k i n g  o n  a  m i r r o r  ( “ M a n a s , ”  “ M a n , ”  “ E g o , ”  “ H u m a n  

S o u l ” ) ,  a n d  b e i n g  r e f l e c t e d  f r o m  t h a t  m i r r o r  b n  t o  a  l u m p  o f  

c l a y  ( p h y s i c a l  m a n ) .  T h a t  i s  a  r o u g h  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  w h a t  w e  

c a l l  “ m a n , ”  “ h u m a n i t y . ”

L e t  u s  t r y  a n o t h e r :  F a u l t  w a s  f o u n d  w i t h  H e n r y  I r v i n g  ( t h e  

g r e a t  E n g l i s h  a c t o r )  f o r  n o t  l o s i n g  h i s  i d e n t i t y  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

p a r t s  h e  p o r t r a y e d ;  h i s  individuality w a s  s o  m a r k e d ,  s o  p o w e r ­

f u l  t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  L o u i s  X I ,  H a m l e t ,  W o l s e y ,  e t c . ,  b e i n g  o n  t h e  

s t a g e ,  i t  w a s  I r v i n g  acting t h e  p a r t .  T h i s  m a y  m a k e  i t  p l a i n  t o  

y o u  w h a t  w e  m e a n  b y  t h e  “ I n d i v i d u a l i t y ” — t h e  “ E g o . ”

T h e  “ E g o ”  ( t h e  ‘ I  a m  I ’  f e e l i n g  i n  e v e r y  o n e  o f  u s )  i s  t h e  

M A N  w h o  r e - i n c a r n a t e s  l i f e  a f t e r  l i f e .  H e  i s  t h e  actor w h o  

( l i k e  I r v i n g  p l a y i n g  H a m l e t  y e s t e r d a y ,  L o u i s  X I  t o d a y ,  W o l s e y  

t o m o r r o w )  i n  h i s  p r e v i o u s  l i f e  ( h i s  l i f e ’ s  y e s t e r d a y )  l i v e d  a n d  

a c t e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  s a y ,  o f  a n  a r i s t o c r a t  i n  F r a n c e  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  

c e n t u r y ,  t o d a y  i s  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  s a y ,  o f  a  l i t e r a r y  o r  o t h e r  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  m a n ,  t o m o r r o w  m a y  b e  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a n o t h e r  t y p e .  

H e ,  t h e  r e a l  i n n e r  M A N  ( c a l l e d  i n  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  

“ M a n a s a - p u t r a ” — S o n s  o f  M i n d )  i s  t h e  individual w h o  i s  t h e  

thinker, t h e  reasoner, t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  M a n .

T h e  p h y s i c a l  a n i m a l - m a n  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  I n d i v i d u a l  r e - i n c a r ­

n a t e s  i s  t h e  “ p e r s o n a l i t y . ”

I n  t h e o s o p h i c a l  b o o k s  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  m e n t i o n  o f  7  “ p r i n c i ­

p l e s ”  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  “ M a n , ”  a n d  a s  s o m e  o f  t h e  n a m e s  f o r  

t h e s e  “ p r i n c i p l e s ”  g i v e n  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  w r i t e r s  a r e  n o t  t h e  s a m e ,  

t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  c o n f u s e d .  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

t h e  s i m p l e s t  w a y  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  i t  m a y  h e l p  y o u .

T h i n k  o f  t h e  “ E g o ”  ( H u m a n  S o u l ,  T h i n k e r ,  M a n a s  a r e  

n a m e s  g i v e n  t o  i t )  a s  b e i n g  the p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t .  A b o v e  i s  p u r e  

Spirit ( A t m a ,  a  r a y  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e )  c l o t h e d  i n  a  b o d y  ( f o r  w a n t
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o f  a  b e t t e r  t e r m )  o r  v e h i c l e  c a l l e d  Spiritual Soul ( B u d d h i ) ,  

below the Ego being a  l i v i n g  p h y s i c a l  a n i m a l ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e  E g o  

i s  a t t a c h e d  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  a n  e a r t h - l i f e .

T h i s  p h y s i c a l  a n i m a l ,  o r  a n i m a l - m a n ,  i s  f o r m e d  o n  a  b o d y  

( A s t r a l  B o d y — w h i c h  i s  i n v i s i b l e  t o  u s )  l e f t  b y  a  p r e v i o u s  h u ­

m a n i t y  w h o s e  s c e n e  o f  e v o l u t i o n  w a s  t h e  M o o n  ( i n  t h o s e  t i m e s  

v e r y  m u c h  l a r g e r  t h a n  i t  i s  n o w ) ;  h e n c e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h i s  M o o n -  

h u m a n i t y — L u n a r  P i t r i s  ( M o o n  F a t h e r s ) .  T h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

( A n i m a l  S o u l )  o f  t h i s  a n i m a l - m a n  i s  m e r e l y  t h a t  o f  “ d e s i r e ”  a n d  

‘  p a s s i o n . ”  ( I  m a y  b e  w r o n g ,  b u t  m y  s t u d y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n c e  

l e a d s  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  “ a n i m a l - m a n ”  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  

“ m o r t a l  m a n ”  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t .  A n y h o w ,  t h e  “ a n i m a l -  

m a n ”  i s  t h e  mortal man of the A n c i e n t  W i s d o m ) .

T h i s  p h y s i c a l  a n i m a l - m a n  h a d  n o  i n t e l l e c t ,  n o  m i n d ,  n o  

r e a s o n i n g  p o w e r  u n t i l  t h e  e n t i t y  w e  c a l l  t h e  “ E g o ”  ( w h i c h  i s  a  

God) c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  i t .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  Spiritual Entity—  

t h e  E g o — i n c a r n a t e d  i n  t h i s  “ b u n d l e  o f  a n i m a l  m a t t e r  c a l l e d  

m a n k i n d ” — a n i m a l - m e n — h a s  b e e n  t o  d e v e l o p  a  b u n c h  o f  n e r v e  

m a t t e r  i n t o  a  b r a i n ,  a n  o r g a n  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  “ t h i n k ”  w i t h  t h e  

f u r t h e r  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  a n i m a l - m a n  t h r o u g h  l o n g  a g e s  o f  s u c h  r e ­

i n c a r n a t i o n s — o r  r e - e m b o d i m e n t s — i s  w h a t  w e ,  t o d a y ,  s e e  i n  o u r  

s t r e e t s ,  s t o r e s  a n d  h o u s e s ,  b a r t e r i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g ,  p r o f i t e e r i n g  a n d  

b e i n g  p r o f i t e e r e d ,  c o n s u m e d  w i t h  a m b i t i o n s  t o  b e  p r e s i d e n t s ,  s e n ­

a t o r s ,  m i l l i o n a i r e s — t o  b e  “ s u c c e s s f u l ” ;  e a c h  t r y i n g  t )  o u t d o  h i s  

f e l l o w s  b y  h o o k  o r  b y  c r o o k  ( m o s t l y  c r o o k ) ,  c u n n i n g ,  s c h e m i n g ,  

f i g h t i n g ,  e n v i o u s ,  b a c k - b i t i n g ,  ( w i t h  s o m e  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  

p r o v e  t h e  r u l e ) — i n  s h o r t ,  h u m a n  b e i n g s .

A f t e r  a l l  t h e  m i l l e n i u m s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  E g o ’ s  e n d e a v o r s  t o  

r a i s e  t h i s  a n i m a l - m a n  ( f o r  t h a t  p a r t l y  i s  h i s  j o b )  t h e  w o r l d  t o ­

d a y  s h o w s  t h e  n e t  r e s u l t .  N o t  v e r y  p r o m i s i n g ,  i s  i t ?

1 h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  E g o ’ s  s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  

a b l e ,  e f f o r t s  t o  e n d o w  t h i s  a n i m a l - m a n  w i t h  t h i n k i n g  p o w e r s  i s :  

t h e  a n i m a l - m a n  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a  k i n d  o f  l o w  i n t e l l e c t  a l o n g  w i t h  

a  p r i d e  a n d  c o n c e i t  i n  t h a t  l o w - g r a d e  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  i t s  a c h i e v e ­

m e n t s ;  a  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  c o n s e q u e n c e  b e i n g  t h a t  t h i s  a n i m a l - m a n  

( w h i c h  i s  t h e  m a n  o f  t o d a y ,  d o n ’ t  f o r g e t )  t h i n k s  h e  i s  t h e  p i n ­

n a c l e ,  t h e  e f f l o r e s c e n c e  o f  e v o l u t i o n !  M o s t  o f  h i s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  

e n e r g i e s  g o  t o  g e t t i n g  m o n e y  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  c l o t h  h i m s e l f  i n  b e t ­

t e r  a n d  r i c h e r  r a i m e n t  t h a n  h i s  f e l l o w s ,  t o  f e e d  h i s  a l r e a d y  o v e r ­

f u l l  s t o m a c h  w i t h  m o r e  c o s t l y  a n d  r i c h e r  f o o d ;  t o  g e t  t o  a  p o s i ­

t i o n  i n  l i f e  w h e r e  h e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  l o o k  d o w n  o n  o t h e r s  a n d  b e  a  

s o u r c e  o f  e n v y  t o  t h e  o t h e r  f a t h e a d s  w h o  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  a s p i r a ­
t i o n s .

T h i s  i s  t h e  “ P e r s o n a l i t y , ”  t h e  “ p e r s o n a l  m a n , ”  t h e  J o h n
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S m i t h ,  W i l h e l m  H o h e n z o l l e r n ,  C h a r l e s  M u r p h y ,  t h e  o r d i n a r y  

m a n  i n  t h e  s t r e e t .  It is mortal; it dies! A t  w h a t  w e  c a l l  “ d e a t h ”  

t h e  g r o s s  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  i s  d i s c a r d e d ;  t h e  m a n  h a s  t h e n  t h e  a s t r a l  

b o d y  a s  h i s  e x t e r n a l  e n v e l o p e ,  w h i c h ,  l a t e r  o n ,  a l s o  d i e s .  W h a t  

r e m a i n s  i s  t h e  E g o  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  i t  h a s  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  d u r i n g  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  a n i m a l - m a n ,  a n d  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  a n i m a l - m e n  a n d  

a n i m a l - w o m e n .  A s  t h e  a s t r a l  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  ( a  m o r e  

i m m a t e r i a l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l ) ,  a n d  a s  t h e  “ p e r s o n a l i t y ”  

k n o w s  p r e c i o u s  l i t t l e  m o r e  w h e n  h e  i s  f u n c t i o n i n g  o n l y  o n  t h e  

a s t r a l  ( a f t e r  d e a t h )  t h a n  h e  d i d  w h e n  i n  h i s  f u l l  p h y s i c a l  e q u i p ­

m e n t ,  y o u  c a n  p r o b a b l y  s e e  t h a t  “ m e s s a g e s ”  f r o m  t h e  d e a d  h a v e  

p r a c t i c a l l y  n o  v a l u e  a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  “ h e a v e n ”  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o r  

t h e  r e a l  s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d .

T h i s  e p i s o d e  o f  t h e  G o d s  ( t h e  “ E g o s , ”  t h e  “ T h i n k e r s , ”  t h e  

“ I n d i v i d u a l s ”  t h a t  r e - i n c a r n a t e  i n  t h e s e  a n i m a l - m e n )  i s  w h a t  i s  

k n o w n  a s  “ T h e  F a l l . ”  T h i s  i s  t h e  e p i s o d e  t h a t  i n  m o r e  c h i l d ­

l i k e  f o r m  i s  g i v e n  i n  G e n e s i s  a s  t h e  F a l l  o f  A d a m  a n d  E v e  s t o r y .

I n  a  v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e  t h i s  e p i s o d e  i s  the real crucifixion story; 
a n d  t h i s  “ E g o , ”  t h i s  G o d  i s  t h e  “ m a n - g o d ”  o f  P l a t o ,  w h o  c r u c i ­

f i e s  h i m s e l f  i n  Space ( o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i f e - c y c l e )  f o r  t h e  

r e d e m p t i o n  o f  M a t t e r .

T h e s e  e n t i t i e s ,  t h e s e  G o d s  ( E g o s ) ,  ‘ d i v i n e  i n  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  

n a t u r e ,  y e t  n o t  p u r e  e n o u g h  t o  b e  o n e  w i t h  t h e  A L L ,  h a v e ,  i n  

o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  t o  s o  p u r i f y  t h e i r  n a t u r e s  a s  t o  f i n a l l y  g a i n  

t h a t  g o a l .  T h e y  c a n  d o  s o  o n l y  b y  p a s s i n g  individually a n d  per­
sonally, i .  e . ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y ,  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e  

a n d  f e e l i n g  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  m a n i f o l d  o r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  U n i ­

v e r s e .  T h e y  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  g a i n e d  s u c h  e x ­

p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  l o w e r  k i n g d o m s ,  a n d  h a v i n g  a s c e n d e d  h i g h e r  a n d  

s t i l l  h i g h e r  w i t h  e v e r y  r u n g  o n  t h e  l a d d e r  o f  b e i n g ,  t o  p a s s  

t h r o u g h  e v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  t h e  h u m a n  p l a n e . ’  A c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h i s  t e a c h i n g ,  y o u  c a n  s e e  h o w  f a r  ( ? )  a  m e r e  b e l i e f  i n  a  J e s u s  

c r u c i f i e d  o n  a  c r o s s  w i l l  t a k e  y o u ,  a n d  h o w  f a r  ( ? )  t h a t  b e l i e f  

w i l l  g o  i n  c h a n g i n g  t h e  a n i m a l - m a n  o f  t o d a y  i n t o  a  s p i r i t u a l  

G o d .

P r o b a b l y  y o u  w i l l  s e e ,  t o o ,  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  

“ T h e  k i n g d o m  o f  H e a v e n  i s  w i t h i n  y o u , ”  a l s o  “ K n o w  y e  n o t  t h a t  

y e  a r e  a  t e m p l e  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  d w e l l e t h  i n  

y o u ” ?  S t .  P a u l  ( w h o  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  w r i t t e n  t h e  l a t t e r )  w a s  

a n  I n i t i a t e  i n  t h e  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m ;  a  “ M a s t e r - B u i l d e r ” — a s  h e  

c a l l s  h i m s e l f .  I f  y o u  r e a d  ‘ C o r i n t h i a n s ’  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  

o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  “ E g o ”  a n d  “ a n i m a l - m a n , ”  y o u  m a y  

d i s c o v e r  m a n y  i d e a s  t h a t  w i l l  e n l a r g e  y o u r  m e n t a l  v i s i o n .
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B O T H  E N D S  O F  T H E  R E P T I L E  

B y  E d w a r d  B r o o k  W a r r e n

A s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a s t r o l o g y  b e c o m e s  m o r e  g e n e r a l  i t  m u s t  

n a t u r a l l y  o u t g r o w  m u c h  o f  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  n o w  s e p a r a t e s  

p l a n e t a r y  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  a s p e c t s  i n t o  b e n e f i c  a n d  m a l e f i c  f a c t o r s .  

1  h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  e v i l  a s t r o n o m i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  a n  a r b i t r a r y  o r  

p e r m a n e n t  h i n d r a n c e  t o  h u m a n  p r o g r e s s  i s  a s  u n t h i n k a b l e  a s  t h e  

o r t h o d o x  h e l l  w i t h  i t s  p e r s o n a l  d e v i l .  T h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  m a l e f i c  

c o n d i t i o n s  c e a s e  t o  b e  e v i l  j u s t  a s  s o o n  a s  w e  l e a r n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e m  a n d  c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e m .

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m a l i g n e d  f a c t o r s  i n  a s t r o l o g y  i s  t h e  M o o n ’ s  

S o u t h  N o d e ,  o r  T h e  D r a g o n ’ s  T a i l ;  b u t  w h e n  w e  b e c o m e  a c ­

q u a i n t e d  w i t h  i t s  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  w e  l e a r n  t h a t  i t  i s  o n e  o f  o u r  

t r u e s t  f r i e n d s .

A s  a n  i n t r o d u c e r  o f  t h e  n e w  a n d  a  t e r m i n a t o r  o f  t h e  o l d ,  

e a c h  e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e  r e p t i l e  c o - o p e r a t e s  v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  U r a n u s .  

T h e i r  o n l y  o f f i c e  s e e m s  t o  b e  t o  k e e p  u s  f r o m  f r e e z i n g  f a s t  i n  t h e  

r u t  o f  u n v a r i e d  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  D r a g o n ’ s  T a i l  i s  c a l l e d  e v i l  b e ­

c a u s e  h e  o f t e n  h a s  t o  u s e  a  c o l d  c h i s e l  o n  o u r  f i x e d  f e e l i n g s  t o  

j a r  u s  l o o s e  f r o m  o u r  i d o l s  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  h e a r  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  

D r a g o n  s  H e a d  t h a t  i s  t r y i n g  t o  s t a r t  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  i n  t h e  o p ­

p o s i t e  h o u s e .  I f  i t  w e r e  n o t  f o r  t h e  v a r i e d  a c t i v i t y  t h r u s t  u p o n  

u s  b y  t h e  s u d d e n  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  a n d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  n e w  a n d  u n e x p e c t e d ,  w e  w o u l d  s u r e l y  r e t r o g r a d e .  I t  i s  i n  

t h e  i s o l a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  l i f e  f l o w s  i n  a n  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  

c h a n n e l  t h a t  f e u d s  a n d  h a t r e d  f l o u r i s h .  F r e q u e n t  c h a n g e  o f  i n ­

t e r e s t  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  a  u n i v e r s a l  s p e c i f i c  f o r  u n k i n d  c r i t i c i s m ,  

a n d  a l l  f o r m s  o f  u n c h a r i t a b l e n e s s .  J u s t  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  s w e e t e n i n g  

p o w e r  o f  c h a n g e  h a s  a  f a i t h f u l  a l l y  i n  N e p t u n e  t h e  P u r i f i e r  w h o  

i s  t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  s i g n  L e o ,  a n d  c l e a n s i n g  t h e  h e a r t  o f  m a n k i n d .

C o n s e r v a t i v e  a s t r o l o g e r s  o f t e n  s p e a k  d i s p a r a g i n g l y  o f  t h e  

M o o n  a s  p r o m o t i n g  u n s t a b l e  s t a t e s  o f  m i n d  ( A s  i f  m e n t a l  r i g i d ­

i t y  w e r e  a  v i r t u e ! )  S o m e w h e r e  I  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  i t  

w o u l d  b e  t o  o u r  a d v a n t a g e  t o  “ B e c o m e  a s  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n . ”  N o w  

t h e  m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s  i s  t h a t  t h e  

f o r m e r  l a c k  s t a b i l i t y .  T h e y  a r e  o f t e n  f o r g e t f u l — s o  m u c h  s o  

t h a t  o f t e n  t h e y  l e a v e  t h e i r  s o r r o w s  o u t  i n  t h e  h o t  s u n  u n t i l  t h e y  

d r y  u p  a n d  b l o w  a w a y ;  w h e r e a s  a  f i x e d  a n d  f a r s e e i n g  a d u l t  

w o u l d  p r e s e r v e  t h e m  i n  l a v e n d e r ,  o r  s a v e  t h e m  o n  t h e  p a n t r y
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s h e l f  w h e r e  t h e  s w e e t  m i l k  i s  k e p t  ( a n d  t h e n  w o n d e r  w h y  t h e  

m i l k  s o u r e d . )

C h i l d r e n  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  s p o n t a n e o u s ,  m e n t a l l y  f l e x i b l e  a n d  

i m p r o v i d e n t .  T h e y  “ T a k e  n o  t h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  m o r r o w , ”  c o n s e ­

q u e n t l y  t h e y  h a v e  n o  f i x e d  p r o g r a m  t o  b e  d i s t u r b e d  b y  c h a n g e s .  

T h e y  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  r a i n y  d a y s ,  a n d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e y  a r e  c o n ­

c e r n e d ,  w o u l d  t h r o w  a l l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  U n i ­

v e r s e  u p o n  G o d  A l m i g h t y — w i t h o u t  e v e n  a  p r e a c h e r  o r  a  p o l i t i ­

c i a n  t o  h e l p  H i m .  I  w o n d e r  i f  t h e  w o r l d  w o u l d  s u r v i v e  i f  w e  

w e r e  t o  l i v e  m o r e  l i k e  a  b u n c h  o f  G o d ’ s  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  l e s s  

l i k e  a  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  w i t h  H i m  a s  a  n o m i n a l  m e m b e r !  C h i l ­

d r e n  s u f f e r  n o  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  f r o m  t h e  t r a n s i t s  o f  T h e  D r a g o n ’ s  

T a i l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  n a t u r a l l y  t a k e  a  d e t a c h e d  v i e w  o f  a l l  l i f e ’ s  

a c t i v i t i e s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r e s e n t .  T h i s  t r a i t  a l s o  

p r o m o t e s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  N o  w o n d e r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  h a p p y —  

e v e n  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  d i l i g e n t  e f f o r t s  o f  p a r e n t s  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  f e a r .  

T h e  O f f i c i a l  E l i m i n a t o r  f i n d s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e m  t o  t a k e  a w a y  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e y  l i v e  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  n o n a t t a c h m e n t .

N o w  w h a t  I  a m  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  f r e e d o m  i m p l i e s  s p o n -  

t a n i e t y ,  m o b i l i t y  a n d  m e n t a l  f l e x i b i l i t y ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  t r a i t s  

c a n  b e  a c q u i r e d  o n l y  b y  f r e q u e n t  c h a n g e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  M o o n ’ s  

N o d e s  a r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s c e n e  s h i f t e r s  t h a t  u s h e r  i n  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .  

T h e  b e g i n n i n g s  a n d  e n d i n g s  o f  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  

m o t i v e s  a r e  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s i t s  o f  t h e  M o o n ’ s  N o d e s .  T h e  

D r a g o n ’ s  T a i l  t a k e s  a w a y  t h e  o l d ,  t h e  o u t - g r o w n  a n d  t h e  u s e l e s s ;  

a n d  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  u s h e r s  i n  t h e  n e w ,  b u t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e  c h a n g e s  d e p e n d s  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  t h e  h o u s e s  a n d  s i g n s  i n  w h i c h  

t h e y  o c c u r ,  a n d  t h e  p l a n e t a r y  i n f l u e n c e  o p e r a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e m  

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t r a n s i t s .  T h e  R e p t i l e  i s  m e r e l y  t h e  t r a i n  d e -  

s p a t c h e r  t o  s t a r t  a l l  t r a i n s  o n  t i m e  a n d  s e e  t h a t  t h e  t r a c k  i s  c l e a r ,  

a n d  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  o r  c a r ­

g o — J u p i t e r ,  S a t u r n  &  C o .  a t t e n d  t o  t h a t — b u t  w e  o u r s e l v e s  i n ­

v i t e  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  e a r n  t h e  c a r g o .

T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n a u g u r a t e d  b y  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a r t e r  i n  a n y  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  h o u s e  o r  s i g n  w i l l  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  b e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  

l a s t  e v e n t f u l  h o u s e  h e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h .  F o r  e x a m p l e :  I  k n o w  o f  

a  c a s e  w h e r e  a  m a n  e n g a g e d  i n  a n  u n p r o f i t a b l e  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  p a r t n e r  a n d  a g a i n s t  h i s  b e t t e r  j u d g ­

m e n t ,  w h i l e  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  w a s  t r a n s i t i n g  h i s  f i f t h  h o u s e .  A  

g l a n c e  a t  h i s  c h a r t  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  e v e n t f u l  h o u s e  t h a t  t h e  

D .  H .  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  w a s  t h e  s e v e n t h  ( T h e  h o u s e  o f  p a r t n e r ­

s h i p ) - — t h e  s i x t h  b e i n g  v a c a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  i t  a n d  i t s  r u l e r  

w e a k  i n  h i s  n a t a l  f i g u r e .

T h e  D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  c a l l s  r e g u l a r l y  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  e a c h
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h o u s e  a n d  l e a v e s  w i t h  u s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  w h i c h  w e  m a y  c r e a t e  

s o m e  n e w  t r e a s u r e  t o  a d o r n  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  c h a r a c t e r .  O n  t h e  s a m e  

d a y  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  T a i l  c a l l s  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  h o u s e  t o  c o l l e c t  s o m e  

f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .  T h e s e  t r a n s i t s  a c t  p r i m a r i l y  u p o n  o u r  i n m o s t  

m o t i v e s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  i n d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s o m e  o t h e r  

h o u s e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  t r a n s i t  o f  t h e  D .  H .  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e c o n d  

h o u s e  m a y  p r o d u c e  j o u r n e y s ,  b u t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  w i l l  

b e  f i n a n c i a l .

I n  t h e  s i g n s  t y p i f i e d  b y  life in motion w e  s e e k ,  d o  a n d  g i v e ;  

a n d  i n  t h e  s i g n s  t y p i f i e d  b y  Life at rest w e  r e s t ,  r e c e i v e  a n d  a s ­

s i m i l a t e ,  w h i l e  i n  L i b r a  w e  l e a r n  p o i s e  a n d  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  r e s t  

and a c t i o n .  “ N o  m a n  c a n  s e r v e  t w o  m a s t e r s ”  therefore w h e n  t h e  

D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  i n a u g u r a t e s  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  

house, t h e  T a i l  w i n d s  u p  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  h o u s e  t h a t  

w o u l d  t e n d  t o  d i v e r t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  p r e s e n t  l e s s o n s .  F o r  

e a c h  s i g n  o f  t h e  z o d i a c  i n d i c a t e d  b y  s o m e  f o r m  o f  l i f e  i n  m o t i o n ,  

we f i n d  t h e  s y m b o l i c  o c c u p a n t  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i g n  i s  a  f i g u r e  a t  

r e s t .  T h r o u g h  t h e s e  t h e  r e p t i l e  r i n g s  t h e  c h a n g e s  o n  u s  f o r  a l ­

t e r n a t i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  p u r p o s e f u l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  r e s t f u l  c o n t e m p l a ­

t i o n .  W h e n  t h e  H e a d  l e a d s  u s  i n t o  t h e  h u m a n e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

A q u a r i u s ,  t h e  T a i l  t e r m i n a t e s  o u r  e a s e  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i g n ,  

w h e r e  p r e d a t o r y  l a z i n e s s  r e c l i n e s  a n d  a d m i r e s  h i s  p h y s i q u e  i n  

t h e  o n l y  s i g n  o f  t h e  z o d i a c  t y p i f i e d  b y  a  b e a s t  o f  p r e y .

H u m a n  d e s i r e  i s  e v e r  r e a c h i n g  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  m a n  h a s  n o t ,  

and e v e r  t r y i n g  t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  s o m e t h i n g  h e  h a s .  W h e n  t h e  

D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  t r a n s i t s  a  h o u s e  w e  a r e  b e t t e r  f i t t e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  

h o p e s  o f  t h a t  h o u s e .  W h e n  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  T a i l  t r a n s i t s  a  h o u s e  

i s  a  f a v o r a b l e  t i m e  t o  s h a k e  f r o m  o u r  f e e t  t h e  d u s t  o f  i t s  u n d e s i r ­

able t h i n g s .  T h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  h o u s e  t h e  Dragon’s Head h e l p s  

u s  t o  w o r k  a t  i m p r o v i n g  o u r  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  w h i c h  w e  a r e  l a t e r  

c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r y  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

house (the 7th). I f  we have made a  g o o d  j o b  o f  o u r  f i r s t  h o u s e  

w o r k  w e  w i l l  e n j o y  a g r e e a b l e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  i n  t h e  s e v e n t h  h o u s e  

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b u t  i f  w e  f a i l  i n  o u r  f i r s t  h o u s e  l e s s o n s  o u r  s e v e n t h  

h o u s e  b e c o m e s  a  h o u s e  o f  e n e m i e s .  B u t  e v e n  t h i s  i s  b e n e f i c i a l ,  

b e c a u s e  w e  t h e n  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  l e a r n  o u r  w e a k  p o i n t s ,  w h i c h  

w e  m a y  r e p a i r  w h e n  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  a g a i n  c a l l s  a t  o u r  f i r s t  

h o u s e — y e a r s  l a t e r .

I f  w h e n  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  T a i l  i s  t h r u s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r  o f  a  

h o u s e  h e  f i n d s  i t  l i t t e r e d  w i t h  u n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s ,  h i s  a d v e n t  c o n ­

f u s e s  u s .  I f  o u r  p l a t e  i s  p i l e d  w i t h  m u s s e d  o v e r  a n d  n i b b l e d  

f o o d  i t  m a k e s  u s  n e r v o u s  t o  h a v e  h i m  t a k e  i t  a w a y — e v e n  t h o u g h  

t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  i s  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  i n s i n u a t i n g  a  d i s h  o f  i c e  

c r e a m  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  h o u s e .  B y  t h e  s a m e  r u l e  i f  w e
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l o a f  o n  t h e  b a c k  p o r c h  u n t i l  t h e  m e a l  h o u r  h a s  p a s s e d  a n d  o u r  

d i n n e r  i s  c o l d ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  r o b b e d  w h e n  t h e  D r a g ­

o n ’ s  T a i l  e n t e r s  a n d  c l e a r s  t h e  t a b l e .

A  h o u s e  t h a t  c o v e r s  p a r t s  o f  t w o  o r  m o r e  s i g n s  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  

g i v e  u s  a  g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  o f  l e s s o n s  t h a n  o n e  t h a t  i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  o n e  

s i g n  o n l y .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o g r a m  i s  

c h a n g e d  w i t h  e a c h  t r a n s i t  o f  t h e  r e p t i l e — o n l y  t h e  m a t u r e d  p a r t s  

o f  i t .

T h e  t r a n s i t  o f  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  h o u s e  

p r o m o t e s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  a n d  a n  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  g o  i t  

a l o n e ;  a n d  i n  S a t u r n i n e  p e r s o n s  i t  i n c l i n e s  t o  s o l i t u d e .  T h e n ,  

t o  l e a v e  u s  f r e e  t o  f o l l o w  o u r  i m p u l s e s  a t  s u c h  t i m e s ,  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  

T a i l  i s  o n  t i m e  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  s e v e n t h  h o u s e  t o  o f f e r  u s  s o m e  

r e s p i t e  f r o m  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  i m p e d i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p s .

I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  I  r e l a t e  s p e c i f i c  c a s e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  

t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  f o r  a n y  a s t r o l o g e r  c a n  v e r i f y  t h i s  l a w  i f  h e  

t a k e s  t h e  t i m e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m p a r e  a  f e w  h o r o ­

s c o p e s  . I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e c o m m e n d  t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  

o u r  n a t i o n a l  h o r o s c o p e  a s  a  h e l p  t o  c o r r e c t l y  r e a d i n g  t h e  t r e s s l e -  

b o a r d  o f  p r o g r e s s .

T h e  d e e p e r  I  g o  i n t o  a s t r o l o g y  t h e  m o r e  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

t h e  h e a v e n s  i m p a r t  n o  e v i l .  I f  w e  n e g l e c t  t o  w a t e r  t h e  p l a n t  a n d  

t h e  s u n  w i t h e r s  i t ,  t h e  e v i l  i s  n o t  f r o m  t h e  s u n .  T h e  G r e a t  I n t e l ­

l i g e n c e  n e v e r  a s k s  u s  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  g i v e s  u s  l e s ­

s o n s  t o  f i t  o u r  w i l l s .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r i n e  a n d  t h e  

s q u a r e  a s p e c t  i s  l a r g e l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  d e g r e e .  T h e  n a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  

m o s t  b a c k  b o n e  h a s  h i s  l e s s o n s  m e a s u r e d  o u t  t o  h i m  b y  t h e  s q u a r e ,  

w h i l e  w e a k e r  m o r t a l s  g l i d e  t h r o u g h  l i f e  o n  t h e  e a s i e r  g r a d e s  o f  

t h e  t r i n e .

W h e n  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  t a i l  e n t e r s  a  h o u s e  a n d  f i n d s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  

b e e n  l o a f i n g  o n  t h e  j o b ,  a n d  h a v e  h i d d e n  o u r  o n e  t a l e n t  i n  a  n a p ­

k i n ,  w e  a r e  a p t  t o  c r y  a n d  c a l l  h i m  b a d  n a m e s  w h e n  h e  t a k e s  i t  

a w a y  f r o m  u s ;  b u t  i f  w e  h a v e  b e e n  d i l i g e n t  i n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  l e s ­

s o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  h o u s e ,  w e  s m i l e  w i t h  s a t i s f a c ­

t i o n  w h e n  h e  e n t e r s  t h e  d o o r  t o  s w e e p  a w a y  t h e  c h i p s  a n d  l e a v e  

u s  a  c l e a n  s l a t e  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o b l e m s .

A f t e r  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  H e a d  h a s  c a l l e d  a n d  l e f t  u s  a n  o r a n g e  

a n d  w e  h a v e  s u c k e d  a l l  t h e  j u i c e  o u t  o f  i t ,  w e  w i l l  n o t  m o u r n  

w h e n  t h e  D r a g o n ’ s  T a i l  c o m e s  a n d  t a k e s  a w a y  t h e  r i n d .  B u t  i f  

w e  l a y  i t  o n  a  s h e l f  a n d  f o r g e t  a b o u t  i t  u n t i l  i t  w i t h e r s ,  w e  t h i n k  

w e  h a v e  b e e n  m i s t r e a t e d  w h e n  t h e  D .  T .  w a g s  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o u s e  

a n d  k n o c k s  i t  o f f  t h e  s h e l f  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n d o w .
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IXents tn tfje ^etl
D e a r  S ir s

Having read of the many personal experiences of others as reported in the 
Azoth, under the heading of “Rents in the Veil’’ I will relate some very odd ex­
periences that I have had. When I was about seven years old, I and Mother 
were going to visit my Grandparents, who lived in the Northern part of the 
State. Up until the morning of our leaving I was over anxious to go, I could 
hardly wait until the day arrived. All went well until about twenty minutes 
before we started to the depot. I went running to my Mother half crying with 
fright and told her I was not going and that I did not want her to go. She 
asked me why I did not wish to go. I told her that I had just seen a bridge give 
way on which was a passenger train, and that it was near some town, and I saw 
lots of persons drown, hurt and crippled and it looked awful, and pleaded with 
her not to go. She was half provoked and told me it was all imagination. I re­
member I cried and shook with fear and absolutely refused to go. I kept up 
such pleadnig that she concluded to wait until the next day. That evening the 
paper told of a wreck, the very passenger train on which we were to go had fallen 
through a high bridge just outside the city of Logansport. It was described in 
the paper as being one of the worst wrecks in the State up to that time. Then 
from memory I described how it had appeared to me which coincided very much 
with description as related in paper.

About a year after what I have above related, we (Father, Mother and I), 
were one evening in the sitting room. I surprised them by saying, Mother you 
will again be married to a man away off from here. Father, half laughing, asked 
me where the man now lived. I said, in that direction, pointing to the East. 
What kind of a looking fellow is he, asked my mother. I described him as rather 
a large built man, light hair and blue eyes, and that he was working where it 
was hot, that I could see men working with a long iron pipe to their mouth but 
did not know what kind of work it was. M y Father and Mother laughed at 
me, Father telling me it was bed time. Up to that time I knew nothing about 
glass-blowing, I knew nothing about how fruit jars were made. But the above 
has come true. And my step Father is a fruit jar blower, and was born and 
learned his trade in Camden, New Jersey.

About three years after telling Mother she would again be married, I had 
been given a knife as a birth day present from Father. One Sunday three of my 
neighbor boys came to the house and wanted me to take a walk. This was about 
three weeks after receiving the knife. I asked Mother if I might go. She con­
sented but when she saw me placing the knife in my pocket she told me to leave 
it at home for fear I might lose it. I said all right, and we boys started for a 
stroll. W e walked down the L. E. and W . R. Ry track some distance and then 
sat down. I took out my knife and started whittling a stick. One of the other 
boys borrowed it to sharpen a pencil, another used it for something or other but 
I don t remember what. Each one returned me the knife, and as we started back 
home I placed it in my pocket. When we were about half way home one of the 
boys, calling me by name, asked me for the use of my knife again. I felt for it, 
it was gone. I could not find it. I half way accused them of keeping it from me 
and I would not be satisfied until I searched their pockets. W e then went back, 
looking all the way, hoping to find it, but no knife did we find. Then I felt 
blue. I knew that Father always kept a nice strap at the house and knew how to 
apply it when he thought demands needed the use of it. I was afraid to go home 
and tell Mother, and I regretted very much the loss of it. I didn’t know how to
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fix things up to avoid that whipping. So I asked one of the other boys to go 
home with me and help me out. Now it so happened that the two boys who had 
used the knife went to the house with me. Father was gone. I thought the best 
way out of it was to tell the truth and how sorry I was. So I told Mother all 
about it, and when I finished she hardly believed me. She told me the knife 
was still in the cupboard where I had left it when going away and if I would 
go and look I would find it there. I and the two other boys went to the cup­
board and true enough, there lay the knife. The two boys told Mother that 
they and myself had used the knife.

C .  X .  S m i t h .

T H E  RUSSIAN STEAM  ROLLER  

B y  V i c t o r  E .  C r o m e r .

During the first Balkan War, 1 9 1 2 , I was in London, and during a par­
ticular phase of that great struggle, which to a certain extent paved the way for 
the European War, I gave a series of clairvoyant lectures on the Balkan War. 
The procedure was to get a circle together, and I would then get into a medita­
tive attitude, which would then be changed to concentration on the war zone, the 
consequence of which was that I would see visions of the actual fighting going on, 
and describe these to the audiences. On one of these occasions I was describing 
a magnificent series of struggles between the Turks and the Bulgarians. The 
Bulgarians were in difficulties, and the Turks were driving them helter skelter. 
Suddenly two great steam rollers came across the field of the visions, and ran 
over the area in which the Turks were deploying their armies. I described these 
steam rollers, adding that they were undoubtedly due to the fact that the Rus­
sians were getting ready to send their armies to the assistance of the Bulgarians, 
and that the Turks would soon be driven into the Bosphorus. The audience 
were delighted at the turn of events. However, at the conclusion of the lecture, 
a man took me aside and asked me to describe these rollers more minutely. I did 
so to the best of my ability, and he said that it corresponded exactly with certain 
knowledge of his own. His mother, who was present at the lecture, and he were 
interested in the invention of a new road roller, and while I was giving my lecture 
their thoughts were welling up visions of the money they would make out of these 
road rollers, hence their road rollers and my visions of the Balkan struggles were 
inextricably tangled up together.

Sorrow oftentimes leaves a gap which memory strives to fill, resetting long 
forgotten scenes and recasting the actors. Then, as on a stage, life is presented 
once again with all its wonderful lessons, its laughter and tears.
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®f)t Calbron
A ST R O L O G Y  A N D  FREE W IL L

Sir:
•^r>. w '̂Ites a very able explanation of the case of “Free Will and

Destiny. Ever since a small child I have been studying natural law in an
effprt to see just how far man could change it, and indeed, I must confess that 
it is very limited.

I have heard it remarked that a strong will could accomplish anything, but 
if you will take the cases where it seemed as though they did change the course 
of events, and make a careful survey of their natal charts, you will find in every in­
stance that the planets declared such would be the case. They were only fol­
lowing the lead of the planetary aspects at the respective times in which the 
“natural law” was to take effect.

b rom some cause previously; which possibly may have been in this life but, 
more probable in a past life it had just gotten ripe for manifestation on the ma­
terial plane. If that was not true, then astrology would be absolutely nothing at 
all and everything else in the entire Universe would count for naught to the in­
dividual. He would be free to change it to suit his own taste.

I do observe however, that every man woman and child are not doing the 
things they really want to do but, do the things they have to do. So, that must 
be some proof that man’s will is not quite so flexible as a whip lash. If the will 
was free, we would all change our conditions and do the things we would like to- 
do. I do not mean that man has no free will at all but, I do say it works very 
little in a free state. When it works it is because of the binding from different 
angles, and from action and reaction from all other beings.

W e must consider one absolute w ill with all using it the best we can in ac­
cordance with the amount of wisdom we have and we cannot go beyond the 
wisdom of the individual.

_ The mind is the talents and everyone uses so much as he has and in the di­
rection that was meant. He cannot go beyond that border for, all is dark 
and sharp cragged peaks. With the best light the way is naturally slow and 
without the light, no one can pass that way, for it was decreed that those that 
did pass must be illuminated with light and feel their way slowly.

W e all know how easy it is for any good astrologer to determine just the 
stage of any one’s mind from their chart, and just what that mind can see and 
accomplish.

There is not one that would think of taking a high-way robber and putting 
him in a great church to preach or, have him to plead law for them. Neither 
would they have him doctor them.

It is as our friend says in the Azoth, “that it is as if we were cogs, each one 
taking his own place,” or the world is a stage with each playing his particular 
part of the drama.

Sincerely,
J . M . L y n n .

I think you precipitated something when in Azoth for March you printed 
the extraordinary article by Martin Petry entitled “Astrology and Free W ill.”' 
And I ’m blessed if I can see how you can agree with all his propositions. I ex­
perienced some cerebral crepitations myself. May I transmit you a few?

Mr. Petry presented this question: “Are our lives controlled by Fate or do
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we exercise Free W ill” ? In reply he made some retrospective maneuvers and 
then stated: “My experience in the study and practice of the divine science 
[astrology] has proved otherwise.” Well, proof settles lots of questions, so what 
was the proof ? Here it is:

“Whatever the stars indicate in a chart,” said the author, “ is by inexorable 
law sure to happen and it does happen with mathematical precision.” Please get 
that “mathematical precision” for that’s the proof. And it’s as good proof as I or 
anyone else could ask. But, sir, what says our author next: “No astrologer can 
tell with any degree of certainty just what effect an evil configuration will have.” 
Now that’s a nice, frank admission for you. I think it’s true, too, for I’ve been 
trying myself for a long time with the same conclusion. But what has happened 
to that "mathematical precision” ? Shell shock! Call the ambulance!

In the name of the holey papal socks how can Mr. Petry be so positive that 
his experiences p roves that each and every aspect evokes conditions in the sub- 
lect’s life with “mathematical precision,” for he admits with delightful candor 
that no astrologer can tell with “any degree of certainty” just what effect a con­
figuration will have? I’ll say that’s a corker. If the astrologer does not know 
the precise effect an aspect must have, then how can he prove that this precise 
effect has resulted ?

It’s mostly a professional secret, but I don’t mind telling you that one of 
the important reasons why astrologers cannot predict events “with any degree of 
certainty” is because the subject’s free will makes it impossible to determine how 
he will react to the astrological influence. This free will of individuals and na­
tions is the great unknown quantity which constantly eludes analysis and determ­
ination and brings to naught a great many predictions that are astrologically 
sound. You can see for yourself that if an aspect acted with “mathematical pre­
cision” that predictions could be made with similar precision. Really, the only 
precision to it is the planetary aspect itself. The effect of that aspect in a na­
tive’s life can seldom be more than expressed in a generality. The making of 
predictions is as uncertain as the result of medical treatment. No physician can 
be sure how an individual will react to a certain potion and no astrologer can be 
sure how an individual will react to a certain configuration.

Well, I thought Mr. Petry had denied man’s free will, but see what he 
says later: “ I do not hesitate to say that we have very little choice in shaping our 
present life.” The author thus modifies his contention and avers that man has 
v e ry  little  choice or free will. How much is a v ery  little ?  If we have a little, 
why can’t we cultivate it, develop it, make it bigger? Maybe that s one of the 
things we’re here for: to develop our free will, realize the glorious responsibility 
of it and evolve it into godlike creativeness and self-direction.

Further in his article Mr. Petry asserts: “W e are simply acting the roles 
that the Great Author has assigned us. The only free will we have is to play 
our part well.” That seems reasonable enough, but is not the admission most 
gratifying, for if man has free will to play his part well, then he has free will to 
play it badly, and between these extremes of good and bad is about all the free 
will any individual would require? Doubtless there is a Divinely implanted 
pattern within each one of us and it is our business to evolve as quickly and as 
directly as possible into a perfected manifestation of that pattern, just as does 
everything in nature, but I do contend that man has the free will to proceed with 
this enterprise either well or ill. The doctrine of free will does not propose that 
man shall be able to set aside immutable laws of nature, or wholly escape the 
effects of causes he has engendered either in this life or past lives, but that he is 
in constant possession of the power of volition and can govern his choice between 
alternatives.
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“All we are free to do.” declares Mr. Petry, “ is to make the most of the 
talents that have been given to us.” What more would Mr. Petry wish us to 
have? Does he realize that these talents are our senses, our desires, our power 
of thought, our rational volition, our will, and that when we have attained self- 
mastery of these we are climbing rapidly toward the freedom of Godhood. At 
the soul’s first incarnation in human form as a morally accountable entity it 
possesses the free will to use these talents well or ill. Those who cultivate their 
talents and opportunities come into subsequent incarnation, reaping the effects of 
their efforts and creating new causes. Those who wasted or buried their tal­
ents come into incarnation now with them dwarfed and stunted. True enough, 
there may be some unavoidable karma, but even that karma is derived from 
causes that were self-engendered through the use of free will. Were it not so, 
then there could be no justice whatever in the law of karma in its action as the 
law of cause and effect. Shall a man reap what he has not sown? And shall he 
be obliged to reap that which he had no free will in sowing?

If in all our past incarnations we had no rational control over the shaping 
of our lives and cannot shape our present life, then certainly we have now no con­
trol over our future, nor do I see how we can be charged with Personal Respon­
sibility. W e are simply automatons bobbing and pirouetting in response to plane­
tary influence.

F r e d e r i c k  K .  D a v i s .

ANSW ER  T O  ABOVE

I expected that my article in Azoth for March, “Astrology and Free Will,” 
would meet with considerable criticism, but I did not look for the large number 
of commendatory and congratulatory letters which have come to me from all 
over the country agreeing with my views. I was glad that Mr. Davis criticised 
my article in great detail, yet in the main he agrees with me nevertheless.

Though no astrologer can predict what effect a certain aspect will have, 
that does not prevent the aspect from operating with mathematical precision. 
Something is going to happen, and whatever it may be it pops up at the appointed 
time. The fact that the astrologer cannot judge it aright, is not the fault of as­
trology.

True, we have a little free will— that of doing what is assigned to us 
in the best way we know how; and I agree with Mr. Davis that this can be de­
veloped. That, however, is not possible in this short existence. It will require 
many incarnations before our eyes will be opened to our real possibilities. I will 
maintain that a strong evil aspect will have its effect, and it cannot be sidestepped 
or avoided. Take, for instance, the square of Saturn to the moon in a persons 
chart. It is an aspect of sorrow, of disappointment, of interminable delay, of 
restriction and limitation. However able the person may be who has it, he can 
make no real progress. Persons of less ability and worth pass him on Life’s path­
way, and all the prizes of existence— love, wealth, happiness and even health— are 
denied to him. He can use all the free will at his command, can exert his ability 
to the utmost— yet his energy is all wasted. He cannot accomplish anything, and 
must be content with mediocrity. And yet there are others who have the Midas 
touch and forge ahead with little effort. The man with Saturn square to the 
moon is in a position analogous to Tantalus. The cup of happiness is ever held 
before his lips, but the moment he attempts to drink from the refreshing bowl, 
it is withdrawn from him. This is only one instance of the workings of an ad­
verse aspect, but it will demonstrate how helpless we are in its clutches. A square, 
conjunction or opposition will ruthlessly and inexorably have its effect, and it can
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no more be prevented than can an eclipse of the sun. O f course, the river event­
ually winds its way to the sea, but often the course is tortuous, uncertain, beset 
with dangers, and it must hew its path through mountains, forests, and over 
hills and rocks. Life runs much the same course.

M a r tin  P etry .

D e a r  C a l d r o n  :

I have been reading Aseka’s articles and letters on Theosophy in Azoth since 
May, 1 9 1 9 , until Feb., 1 9 2 0 , and I declare I don’t seem to get much soul-food or 
enlightenment on Theosophy out of them. He seems to have a bitterness in his 
heart against the Jesuits (the Jesuits seem to have a considerable number of 
friends among the theosophists at present— Aseka) and the Church folks (Prot­
estant). It appears those two elements have embittered his life. This is sad 
(it would be if it were true— A ) and doesn’t seem to be the right attitude of a 
Theosophist. His tone seems untheosophical in that he hasn’t got charity and 
tolerance for his brothers in all walks of life. Truth isn’t advanced by knocking. 
She rather attracts man through love and kindness. Love not malice (not guilty 
of malice— A ) is the divine attribute. Even the Jesuits and all Protestants are 
our brothers, and sometime, some place, somewhere, they will receive the light. 
(From where?— A ) I quote from H. P. B. “A  clean life, a pure heart, a brother­
liness for all, a readiness to give and receive advice and instruction” (why don’t 
you follow her precept?— A ) . These are the golden stairs up the steps of which 
the learner may climb to the temple of divine wisdom.” (W hy don’t you quote it 
correctly? Among other things you have left out “ a brave declaration of prin­
ciples” also “ an open mind, an eager intellect”— A ) . I often wonder if we take 
these statements to heart and act on them. In “Light on the Path” by M . C. we 
read: “ Before the voice can speak in the presence of the Masters it must have 
lost the power to wound.” How many of us have lost this power? Perhaps few 
have evolved that consciousness. “Jesus” apparently had not for: “And when he 
had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple”— John 
II, 1 5 - Also: “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers”— Matt. 2 3 . 3 3 ., “Ye are 
of your father, the Devil”— John 8 . 44 ., “ Depart from me ye cursed, into ever­
lasting fire * * ”— Matt 2 5 .4 1 ). But if we persevere and discipline our lower
selves, a day will come when we will feel and be a brother to all that lives.

Yours for Love, Tolerance and Charity, C. F. W aters.

A nswer
I don’t wonder that C. F. W . has failed to find pabulum for his soul in 

my articles if he reads them in the manner his letter indicates. While it is true 
that I have an antipathy for the Jesuits (which I share with a not inconsiderable 
number of Roman Catholic clergy and laymen), it is untrue that I have bitter­
ness in my heart for “ Church folks,” either Romanist, Protestant, or any other 
denomination, and my critic will find it difficult to find anything in my articles to 
give color to such accusation. He talks a lot of charity and the other virtues, 
but does not mind descending to dishonesty in making such an accusation. If he 
will turn to A Z O T H  for June ’ 19  he will find me saying that I take off my hat 
to the sincere worshipper of whatever creed. Take a squint at that mote in thine 
own eye, C. F. W . !

An admirer of H. P. B. (as he assumes to be for he quotes from her “Golden 
Stairs” ) should be honest enough to quote also from “ Isis Unveiled” which is a 
book largely devoted to exposing the Jesuits and their underhand methods. If 
I am doing wrong in exposing them, I am in good company,— H. P. B’s.

I can clearly see that sometime in the near future I shall have to write an
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essay on Love, Tolerance and Charity, for the minds of the average would-be 
theosophists are so muddled regarding these things and their connotations, that, 
in my opinion, they need instruction.

These persons seem to have been brought up on the "turn the other cheek” 
teaching of Jesus, not knowing that that teaching was and is for disciples (not 
for "householders” ), men and women who are ''u n a tta ch ed ," who have no family 
or national ties or duties. The acceptance of that teaching by the “ordinary” man 
is shown to be impractical by so-called Christians, for in our Christian countries 
we have Bishops blessing battleships, offering up prayers for the success of our 
armies and navies in killing our fellow men— our brothers.

If this kindly gentleman lived in Belgium, had seen his wife and daughter 
raped, his baby hoisted on the end of a bayonet, he, of course, would have thrown 
his arms around the Huns, possibly kissed their dear brotherly cheeks, and, if he 
had another daughter in hiding, would have brought her out so that she could 
have the benefit of making the acquaintance of her "brothers." In other words: 
he would put the teaching “ if a man smite thee on one cheek, turn to him the 
other.”

I believe the teaching of the Bhagavad Gita is better, because, while it aims 
at the ideal that “Jesus" is said to have taught (but which was in existence ages 
before A. D. 3 0 ), it is practical.

For three years I sweated over that very problem and that same teaching 
of Jesus. In my inner soul I felt, nay I knew, the teaching was the true teach­
ing, but I couldn’t see how I could make it a part of my everyday life. (And if 
one’s philosophy or religion cannot be made to fit in and better one’s daily life, it 
is absolutely useless). Chas. Johnston’s Bhagavad Gita opened my eyes. Krishna 
tells Arjuna to go and fight and overcome his "brothers"; but he also makes it 
plain ‘why’ and in what spirit he should fight. And this is the cru x  of the whole 
matter which muddles Christians and theosophists alike. That fighting should 
not be done with any personal feeling or rancor, hatred or malice, but in an im­
personal way, as a matter of duty, as the agent of Higher Powers who are making 
for the evolution and progression of Humanity.

I have absolutely no personal feeling against any man or woman any So­
ciety, Cult or Religion; feel no rancor or hatred for any individual (not even 
for those who have "wronged" me, for I believe it is my own wrong 
coming back to me as a result of past wrong-doing), not even for 
Jesuits or Huns— as p erso n s; B U T !—when I believe that they are 
doing evil, and so helping to retard man’s progress, I hate their evil, their ac­
tions with every bit of me, and I gird up my loins, sharpen my little tomahawk 
and go after them with every ounce of energy I possess. I try to feel as imper­
sonal as a policeman does when he clubs the head of a wife-beater or thug— as a 
matter of duty and for the good of humanity.

For Steiner (I admire him in many things). Annie Besant (I love her for 
the great soul she is, although now gone wrong through her vaulting ambition 
and love of power), Leadbeater (I really think he and I would be great pals, 
he has such a fund of good common sense), I feel no more animosity than I do 
against rats that steal and foul my food which means life to me and others, or 
against the bacilli of influenza, cancer or tuberculosis which hampers life and 
threatens to extinguish it. The aforementioned are, in a sense, my brothers 
(just like the Turks and Huns are), but they are erring brothers who need the 
lash of the written and spoken Truth (in the case of the Huns, Turks and mad 
dogs more drastic measures are used), and those who think they know a little of 
that Truth are in duty bound to prevent the disease of error growing up and 
around the tree of Truth and attempting to destroy it.
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More particularly in the case of Theosophy. Those who subscribe to the 
teaching as given out by H . P. B. have as their duty to see that her teaching (and 
those whose messenger she claimed to be) is kept as near her teaching as possible; 
to see that that teaching is not travestied, garbled or misrepresented. By handing 
out thwacks to these fakers and garblers of the Ancient Wisdom I am doing the 
recipients a good turn, for my efforts may help to bring them to a sense of their 
misdoing and so save them from going farther along the wrong road, with the 
karma such wrong-doing will bring on them.

M y articles, while they try to give some instruction, cannot hope to even ap­
proach H. P. B ’s and Judge’s writings; so my articles are intended more as 
tonics; “tonics to tone the thinking tanks” of would-be theosophists, self-right­
eous theosophists, the led-by-the-nose theosophists, and, more particularly, the 
humble trying-to-live-the-Iife theosophists.

A sek a .

P. S. Here are some texts for meditation—-“ Be ye angry and sin not”—  
Eph: 4 . 2 6 ., “ Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? And if the 
world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 
Know ye not that "we shall judge angels? How much more things that pertain 
to this life?— ”— I Cor: 6 . 2 , 3 .

R E IN C A R N A T IO N
Ed. of A zo t h  :

I have just been reading a Book written by a Spirit I knew when he was 
on Earth.

He says he was talking to Jesus so he asked him if Reincarnation was true or 
false. Jesus condemned the doctrine as most unreasonable nonsense. I believed 
in reincarnation for many years and have been reading books and magazines on 
the subject. 1

I also have in my possession a book called Oahspe. In that book it says only 
evil spirits teach reincarnation. Some spirits are for it others against it so what is 
the use of reading anything, when you can take no one’s word.

I am
K. H o h l .

D ear M r . H o h l :
If you want to know anything, you must gather the evidence and argu­

ments, for and against, together and by study of them form your own opinion—  
If you stop half a dozen men in the street and ask them do they believe in the 
soul— some will say no and some yes— and give various reasons for their 
belief. You will never get anywhere or know anything with certainty by simply 
listening to the opinions of persons who may or may not be familiar with the 
subject.

Your spirit friend no doubt thinks he was talking to Jesus but jmu must 
remember spirits are in more or less of a dream state and imagine things which 
are very real to them but illusions all the same. This friend did not know about 
reincarnation or did not believe in it before he died otherwise he would not have 
said what he did in the book. Spirits do not know a bit more after death than 
they did on earth— and with the difficulties of transmission of messages through 
mediums— their communications are seldom of any value— Oaspe is but a ro­
mance and not to be taken seriously.

I would recommend you to read carefully the last two or three Theosophical 
Talks and digest the information there given.

M ic h a el  W h it t y .
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ftebtetos
The K ey of Destiny. By Harriette Augusta Curtiss and F. Homer 

Curtiss, B. S., M . D . Cloth, 328 pp„ 1919. E. P. Dutton & Com­
pany, N . Y .
This is a sequel to The Key to the Universe, containing explanations 

of the occult meanings of the numbers from II to 2 2 , of the Hebrew letters 
from Kaph to Tau, and of the Tarot major trumps from Strength (numbered 
xi, in this instance,) to The World. The title-page informs the prospective 
reader that this work has been “ transcribed” by Mrs. Curtiss, in collaboration 
with her husband; and nobody who is at all familiar with the literature of 
number-occultism, the Kabalah, and the Tarot will be disposed to dispute the 
statement, for the bulk of the matter in the forty-six chapters is a hetero­
geneous collection of quotations from various sources, ranging in importance 
from the Sepher Yetzirah to that curious product of continental Masonic 
fantasy, The Grata Repoa, sometimes called The Initiations of the Egyptian 
Priests. Madame Blavatsky’s Secret Doctrine, of course, has been largely 
drawn upon, and there is considerable material that will be an old story to 
readers of Papus’ Tarot of the Bohemians and MacGregor Mathers’ Kabalah 
Unveiled.

Some of the quotations from this latter work suggest that the transcriber 
of The Key of Destiny had not fully entered into the spirit of the original, 
as for example, in the statement (p. 1 3 4 ) : “ In the Book of Concealed Mys­
teries (sic), Number 13 is called ‘the Vast Countenance’ and is represented 
in the Grand Man as the forehead, ‘the benevolence of those benevolences 
which are manifested through the prayers of the inferior powers.’ ” A  
Kabalist might have some difficulty in discovering the connection between 
Macroprosopus and the number 1 3 , but it seems to be sufficiently indicated 
for Mrs. Curtiss by the fact that “ His forehead is the benevolence of those 
benevolences, etc.” happens to be the thirteenth sentence in Chapter 1 of 
The Book of Concealed Mystery.

In following the exoteric attribution of the Tarot trumps to the Hebrew 
alphabet, The Key of Destiny adds to the confusion of tongues, and to make 
matters worse the reproductions of the Tarot keys are incorrectly designated. 
These reproductions are given in a series of plates, each of which shows four 
versions of the same major trump. O f these four the upper two are labelled 
“ Medieval,” but both are from The Tarot of the Bohemians, and one is the 
work of Oswald Wirth, drawn in 188 9 , while the other is from Court de 
Gebelin’s Monde Primitif. O f the two versions which occupy the lower 
portion of each plate, one is a reproduction of the Tarot drawn by Miss 
Pamela Smith to suit M r. W aite’s notions of a rectified Tarot, and the 
other, although it is called “ Egyptian,” is from St. Germain s Practical 
Astrology.

These are typical examples of the degree of accuracy that characterizes 
The Key of Destiny, which in the present reviewer’s opinion, sheds no 
light upon the subjects that it is supposed to explain, and distorts much of 
the illumination that it borrows from earlier and better-informed writers. 
It may be recommended, however, together with its companion volume. 
The Key to the Universe, to the advanced student who is in need of a handy 
compilation of the teachings of the earlier numerologists. Such a reader, al­
though he may often derive more amusement than inspiration from its pages, 
will find The Key of Destiny a useful reference-work.

P. F. C.
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The Last Passion Play. By Mary Catherine Smeltzley. Cloth, 46
pages. Christopher Publishing House, Boston.
A  most exquisite descriptive narrative of Oberammergau and the Passion 

Play of 1 9 1 0 , giving interesting and “chatty” particulars about the Play, its 
performers, its stage, its audiences, the village people, etc. T o  read it is 
almost as good as to have been present. The author frankly states that one 
object of her effort is “to call to the minds of lovers of the Play its 
decennial in 1 9 2 0 .”

T. R.

Light on the Future. Being extracts from the Note Book of a M em ­
ber of the Society for Psychical Research, Dublin, Kegan, 
Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Ltd., London, 1917.

It is the custom of scoffers at spirit messages to assert that most spirits— no 
matter how intellectual they may have been in mortal frame— seem to undergo 
an amazing deterioration after reaching the other shore, judging from their com­
munications. These criticisms are oftentimes only too well founded. The read­
er of psychic literature must confess that a really instructive spirit message is al­
most as scarce as the proverbial white elephant.

The book under review is one to which this criticism applies in a marked 
degree. It is made up of short messages received by a small circle of friends in 
Dublin by means of table rapping and a ouija board. The number of communi­
cations was very large, running into thousands, and the individuals purporting to 
speak amounted to hundreds. The majority of the latter were deceased friends 
and relatives of the sitters.

While most of the messages were possibly interesting to those familiar with 
the persons supposed to be communicating, they make no appeal to the average 
reader. Commonplace remarks about heavenly life and descriptions of a material 
heaven in which the departed are engaged in distinctly material pursuits are not 
convincing. The reader, if intelligent, wants to have some light on the life be­
yond, not a mass of details agreeing, very largely, with orthodox religious con­
ceptions of the spirit world. Here, for instance, are a few passages, taken at 
random, from the messages, which give a very good idea of the ideas running 
through all of them:

Q. Can you tell me what you saw on your passing over? A. I saw a bright 
light, and an angel carrying me through the air to a light where God was, with a 
great glory. I worshipped Him. Q . Do the angels have wings? A . Yes, they 
carry people from your land at death. (Another spirit insisted, with equal em­
phasis, that angels had no wings)

Doesn’t this remind one of the material deity and the heaven of the ancient 
tvpe ? A  very different conception from that which was held by the founder of 
Christianity, who said: “God is a spirit, and they who worship must worship in 
spirit and in truth.”

It is not surprising that even the enlightened orthodox refuse to accept such 
a description of heavenly regions as this book presents, while the materialists have 
some justification for their insistence that the communications are all emanations 
from the sub-conscious.

W . E. C.

Spirit Messages. W ith an Introductory Essay on Spiritual Vitality. 
By Hiram Corson, A . M ., L . L . D ., Litt. D , Professor Emeritus 
of English Literature in the Cornell University. Christopher 
Publishing House, Boston, 1919.
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This book contains a number of supposed communications from the spirit 
world received through two mediums by the late Dr. Corson. His introduction, 
in which he discusses spiritual vitality, is a far more valuable contribution to 
psychic literature than the spirit messages which follow. Among those who 
were alleged to have communicated are celebrities such as Tennyson, Longfellow, 
Gladstone, Browning, W alt Whitman, Phillips Brooks, Charles Sumner and 
F. W . H. Myers.

Messages that take such a form as that presented by the author must be re­
garded with much doubt. The spirit celebrities from whom Dr. Corson believed 
that he heard had actually formed a club in order to get into closer touch with 
him: In a note he remarks: “On the 56th anniversary of my marriage I had ar­
ranged to visit M r. Longfellow’s home in Cambridge, known as the Craigie 
House. All the band were to accompany me— Longfellow’s Indian spirits and 
other invited spirits.” On another occasion the spirits went with Dr. Corson 
to the Christian Science Church in Boston, of which some of them strongly dis­
approved because it lacked an atmosphere of high spirituality. The unseen visit­
ants also called on Dr. Corson at his home in Ithaca, where they took part in his 
occasional drives about the country.

Extremely polite were these celestial visitors, observing all the rules of 
earthly etiquette. In a description of one sitting the following passage occurs: 
“The Control: I see M r. Tennyson turning and bowing to your wife and family 
as he steps into the aura of your personality. Then with very great earnestness he 
assures you of the deep gratitude he feels for this opportunity.”

Gladstone, Tennyson and Browning seemed to take a great fancy to the 
Hub, and apparently were as familiar with its characteristics as any Bostonian. 
But why such typical Britons should have chosen Boston as their favorite meeting 
place instead of gathering in dear old London is not clearly explained.

The messages, like the accompanying incidents, are not convincing. A  gen­
eral sameness runs through all of them. In style and general characteristics, for in­
stance, the message of Gladstone has much in common with that from W alt Whit­
man, in spite of the widely different make up of the two men. Phillips Brooks is 
credited with a long dissertation on immortal life, full of platitudes, and the 
reader wonders why it was that a man of such brilliant attainments could not just 
as well have revealed some of the secrets of the life beyond— that is, providing he 
actually transmitted the message.

The literary style of the messages is far above that of the average spirit 
communication. This is an interesting point in view of the different capacities 
of the mediums. The first with whom sittings were held was the late Mrs. 
Mayer of New York, a well known slate-writing medium. Subsequently Dr. 
Corson obtained communications through his Swedish housekeeper, Mrs. Matilda 
Sjoegren, who had known nothing about spiritual seances but in early life had 
been consicious of spirit visitations.

It is with the lack of touches of distinguishing personality and the absence 
of really useful information in the messages that the reviewer chiefly finds fault. 
The messages, while interesting, are undoubtedly of the class that psychologists 
insist are the products of sub-conscious mind. The evidence of their origin in 
the spirit world is not convincing.

* W . E. C.
Astronomy Applied to Horseracing, Illustrated. B y “ Ariel,” 285 pp 

with appendix of tables 40 pp. Ariel, 38, Civil Lines, Poona, 
India.

By “ Astronomy” the author means Astrology, whatever reason he had for 
changing the terms we do not know.
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W e wonder if many astrologers and occultists are interested in horse-racing—  
the sport of kings. However in this book Sephariel is quoted as devising a sys­
tem called “The Silver Key” which is based on the weight of the horses that are 
entered for a race, and the winner is picked by finding the ascendant; the position 
of the Moon and the Sun and the relation of the Moon to the ascendant and Sun 
at the time of the race, considered according to the weight of the various horses.

Ariel calls his method “The Golden Key.” It is formed on a combination 
of the weight of the horse and the color of the uniform of the rider. His color 
scheme is based on the occult arrangement of the colors supposed to belong to the 
Sun and Moon and the planets, all of which are made use of when necessary, as 
well as the colors of the signs of the Zodiac. Rules are given covering both 
methods of weight and color and their combination. The author makes out a 
very good case in favor of the relationship of color and weight in regard to 
horseracing. It is a curious and unique exposition of astrological influence.

Says the author: I think I have proved beyond a shadow of doubt, that the 
influence of the Sun and Moon and the ascendant does affect the results of a 
race in connection with the weight of the horses, but when color is taken into 
consideration with the planets and the signs of the Zodiac, the investigator will 
be amazed at the ease with which winners can be picked.

H. U .

Soul Science. T h e  P r o o f  o f  L i f e  A f t e r  D e a t h . B y  Franklin A .
Thomas, 228 pp. 1 9 2 0 . Franklin A. Thomas, 20 Bickerstaff St., Boston.
The author has set forth in this volume some very earnest expressions of his 

conceptions of right living and practice which do credit to his humanitarianism, 
but he has misnamed his book “ Soul Science, The Proof of Life After Death.” 
Beyond dogmatic statements (and he voices them with sincerity) he fails to deal 
with proofs that would be convincing. True, he sets forth formulae for daily 
living and practice, which undoubtedly may have been of blessing to him person­
ally; otherwise his earnestness is unaccountable. But to induce popular use of 
his instructions, he must first lead his auditors to accept the truth of spirit return 
and intercommunication between the worlds. This acceptance he seems to take 
for granted in his readers. If he had named his book “A  Manual for Daily Liv­
ing by Spiritualists,” the title would have better fitted the contents. There are 
many good, self-evident truths in the volume; but as a treatise on science it is 
valueless. The author does not claim that he received the book by spirit inspira­
tion, though being an instructor in development of mediumship, it is possible that 
he did. The book has the atmosphere of a text-book of a correspondence school 
for mediumship. As such, it is mediocre, though sincere, but as “science,” it 
is hodge-podge. However, the book may do some people good, and we are glad 
to say we do not think it will particularly harm anybody. T . R.

Fear Not the Crossing. Written Down by Gail Williams, 126 pp.
19 2 0 . Edward J. Clode, publisher, New York.
This is a straightforward story of the author’s experiences in table-tipping 

and automatic writing, alleged to have occurred in connection with friends on 
Puget Sound, Washington. The first 35 pages are descriptive of persons and 
methods. The author distinctly disclaims any scientific value for the volume, but 
asks that its sincerity be accepted. The title, “ Fear Not the Crossing,” as well as 
the numerous short statements grouped under this title, were given automatically 
bv an alleged spirit named Lee Carodoc, whose daughter Katherine took part in 
the sittings. There is much in the subject matter of these little essays that is pure
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gold, and some of it is genuine wisdom. Its modesty will commend its reading. 
It is really an earnest effort to reduce or eradicate the fear of death in the popu­
lar mind, and there is a good deal of quaint everyday philosophy in it.

T . R.
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