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Editorials
Azoth’s First Birthday

We make our bow to you and hope for your congratulations 
on having weathered the most difficult and dangerous period of 
a magazine infant’s life, and reached the somewhat immature age 
o f one year. In our infantile mind we wonder if you have learned 
to like, perhaps love, us and whether you have noted our growth 
and development with pleasure.

We do not doubt that we have annoyed or worried you some­
times, but then, you see, we are such a peculiarly complex baby— 
made up of so many isms and so many opinions, that it is quite 
impossible to be perfectly darling and sweet to each one of you all 
the time.

Still, we have done our best, and we hope you will forget 
and forgive any little irritations of which we have been the cause, 
and that you will remember that, sometimes, a little o f it is good 
for everyone.

We want you all to be good to us, to like us, to introduce us 
to all your friends. We crave notoriety with an inordinate 
passion, it is a peculiarity of our nature. We live on it! And we 
cannot possibly have too many friends!

So, to keep your friendship, and enlist your sympathy and 
aid in our growth, we promise that, this year, we will be as good 
as our mixed disposition will allow, and we assure you that we will 
do our level best to be more and more interesting as we grow up. 
May we not have your co-operation ?
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Courage
“Oh, for a lodge in some vast wilderness—

Some boundless contiguity of space,
Where rumor of oppression and deceit

Might never reach m e! My ear is pained,
My soul is sick with ev’ry day’s report 

O f wrong and outrage with which the world is filled.”

How apropos to today are these words of Cowper, written 
so long ago, and how they must echo the feelings of many thought­
ful people at this time of tragedy and horror.

Here we are entering upon a New Year, another small cycle 
of human life, and the outlook shows us only a lurid scene of 
murder, misery, horror, trial, suffering, hardship, a welter of 
blood and hate, similar to the three years of human agony which 
the world has somehow passed through, possibly worse.

Can we blame anyone for wishing to flee from all sight and 
sound of these awful years, to bury himself in some forgotten 
spot on the earth’s surface where, surrounded by a few loved ones, 
he might be “ the world forgetting, by the world forgot!” Is it 
not natural and instinctive in most of us to try to forget the 
horrors, the ugliness and selfishness of this world-at-war and to 
seek our own peace, tranquillity and welfare; to close our eyes and 
ears to the din and live our petty little lives in our own way?

Here in this great country, far removed from the awful 
scenes of blood and fire, the temptation is greater than in Europe, 
where one’s home, the lives of one’s nearest and dearest, and one’s 
country, are at stake, and the urge to self-sacrifice dominates all 
else.

Surely our hearts, like our great President’s, are with the 
pacifist and the conscientious objector and the idealistic and 
misguided Bolsheviki, and all their kind, but, like him again, our 
minds have a contempt for them, because, in spite of the darkness 
of the abyss in which the world now is, our minds know that light 
will surely come, and the power that will bring that light is that 
great human attribute COURAGE; not so much the physical 
courage which we share with the brutes, both animal and human, 
but that finer kind called moral.

If we look, even now, with the eyes of our mind, we may 
discern the dawn, in the courage which animates the hearts of our 
people and those of our sorely tried allies; the courage to trample 
upon our own selfish instincts, to steel our shrinking, refined sensi­
tiveness to the terrible sights and sounds, to forget ourselves in 
the love of human welfare, to enter the fight in either body or 
spirit, and do our part to the bitter end, not able, perhaps, to see
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that end, but steadfast and determined to go through at what­
ever cost, for the prize of a future peace and happiness foi man­
kind which will endure through the ages.

This period is both the death rattle of our old world and the 
birth pains of a new. That which will surely bring to a safe birth 
the beautiful new world for which we hope and dream is the fear­
less courage to face the horrors of the present, to purify ourselves 
of the dross of selfishness and self-interest, to plunge into the fray 
wielding the sword of self-sacrifice, holding aloft the banner 
c f  right and justice.

This is the courage which is becoming so magnificently mani­
fest in this country as it is in that of our Allies, and which will be 
the salvation of the world, bringing man through the fiery ordeal 
purified and spiritualized.
The Beautiful Adventure

In his new book “ The Light Beyond,” Maurice Maeterlinck 
inveighs forcefully against the general way in which man views 
death. He writes:

Is it surprising that the idea of death, which should be the most perfect 
and the most luminous of ideas— being the most persistent and the most 
inevitable— remains the flimsiest and the only one that is a laggard? .
To fathom its abysses, we wait until the most enfeebled, the most dis­
ordered moments of our life arrive. W e do not begin to think o f death 
until we have no longer the strength, I will not say, to think, but even to 
breathe. . . . Let us learn to look upon death as it is in itself, free
from the horrors o f matter and stripped of the terrors o f the imagination. 
Let us first get rid o f all that goes before and does not belong to it. Thus 
we impute to it the tortures of the last illness, and that is not just. Illnesses 
have nothing in common with that which ends them. They form part of 
life, and not o f death. W e readily forget the most cruel sufferings that 
restore us to health, and the first sun of convalescence destroys the most 
unbearable memories o f the chamber o f pain. But let death come, and at 
once we overwhelm it with all the evil done before it. Not a tear but is 
remembered and used as a reproach, not a cry of pain but becomes a cry 
of accusation. Death alone bears the weight o f the errors o f nature or the 
ignorance of science that have uselessly prolonged torments in whose name 
we curse death because it puts a term to them.
and goes on to say:

A day will come when science will turn upon its error and no longer 
hesitate to shorten our woes. A  day will come when it will dare and act 
with certainty; when life, grown wiser, will depart silently at its hour, know­
ing that it has reached its term, even as it withdraws silently every evening, 
knowing that its task is done. . . . There will be no physical nor meta­
physical reason why the advent o f death should not be as salutary as sleep.

This splendid thinker and mystic is making articulate a 
subject which is stirring in the minds of many— that practice
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which the doctors call Euthanasia— the putting to death of the 
hopelessly suffering, and the abnormal infant.

With the practical certainty of the fact that death is not the 
end of life, but merely a change into another condition, which is 
permeating all thought at the present time, it is inevitable that 
before very long, the world will come to look at death with Mr. 
Charles Frohman, as “ the beautiful adventure.” Also, as Maeter­
linck says, “ free from the horrors of matter and stripped o f the 
terrors of the imagination.” Then the grim spectre with the scythe 
will put flesh on his skeleton and change his appearance to that of 
an Angel of Light, a kind and beneficent messenger who comes to 
escort us back to our real home.

To bring this new conception to a practical application is but 
a step and, in its light, the relief of incurable pain or the prevention 
of a life of suffering and uselessness seem to be the part o f real 
humanitarianism, as it is in our relations with animal forms.

The arguments in favor are very strong. The main objection 
is one of prejudice derived from past ideas of the sacredness of 
human life, and a well-grounded fear that, admitting the principle 
to be right, the practice might grow to unwarrantable lengths.

To the student of occultism the right or wrong of it is by no 
means well defined.

Pain and suffering are great purifiers, they are flames o f the 
fire which consumes the dross of self.

Looking at life in a larger way, the life in the body is but 
an incident, a necessary stage and every pain experienced con­
tains a lesson to be learned.

Believing in reincarnation and the law of cause and effect, 
it is a corollary that, as Budda says, “ we suffer from ourselves,”  
and that not only pains and pleasures, inhibitions o f or powers of 
expression, but death itself is destined for a definite time, so. the 
question arises Are we justified in interfering with the operation 
of the law, or can we interfere?

As a matter of fact, in so far as capital punishment goes, 
mankind has been practicing Euthanasia for ages, but the ethics 
of this practice are being very severely questioned now.

Altogether, in view of the very general change of our outlook 
on death, many problems will confront us for solution which will 
need very careful study.
. Nevertheless, robbing death of its sting, looking at it as at 

times rather a welcome than a terrible visitant, will remove an 
enormous amount of sorrow from the human heart and dread 
from the human mind.



(E be Return of Jflark GTtoain
The following is one of the most remarkable communications 

from the “ other side” which has so far come to our notice.
The letters and drawings all signed with the name or initials 

of Mark Twain, have been done by himself or whoever is person­
ating him, without the aid of ouija board, planchette, or the hand 
of anyone. That it to say, however incredible it may seem to all 
but Spiritualists, the Spirit has used pen and ink with his own 
spirit hands or by some other unknown means.

The recipient of these letters, Miss Eunice Winkler, is a 
charming and intelligent young girl now attending a manual train­
ing High School.

We have closely questioned both her and her mother as to 
these extraordinary happenings, and are firmly convinced that 
the facts are as given.

The letters and the drawings are too many to give more than 
a few specimens in the space available here, and to our mind the 
contents of the letters are not o f a character to prove the identity 
of the writer, nor are they of much value to our knowledge of 
after death states. We can perhaps imagine our great American 
humorist writing them, but the strongest evidence o f his doing so 
is in the close similarity of the hand writing and signature with 
that of Mr. Clemens when in life.

We reproduce specimens o f both for comparison also that of 
Miss Winkler herself.

The following is Miss Winkler’s own narrative o f how the 
phenomena came about and we append Mrs. Winkler’s signed 
statement in corroboration.

“ A few months ago I bought a planchette. Why I got it I 
never could understand, for I never believed in any of the current 
supernormal phenomena of haunted houses, spirit rapping, and 
the like. I was exceedingly materialistic, I cannot say that I truly 
believed in a future life. I thought that when a man died, that 
was the end of him, so far as we were concerned, at any rate. If 
there was a future life, there was no real proof o f it.

The messages I got through the planchette were mostly very 
trivial, but there was enough to convince me that there was some 
outside intelligence working somehow. For, with my hand alone 
on it, planchette wrote many things that I could not possibly know

5
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anything about. It did quite a lot of writing in Polish and Ger­
man, which languages I do not understand at all.

One morning, after I had had planchette about six weeks, 1 
found a note pinned on my bedroom wall. I thought nothing 
further of it than that someone was trying to play a trick on me, 
so I locked my door carefully that night. The window is five 
stories up, so no one could get in that way. Next morning there 
was another note.

I was a little worried then, for I believed myself to be a 
somnambulist. To make sure, my mother, who is a very light 
sleeper, slept with me one night. We fixed the bed so that I should 
have to climb right over her to get out, and it would be impossible 
to do this without waking her. She was awake most of the night 
anyhow, but saw and heard nothing. Nevertheless, there was a 
note in the morning, “ Mother spoils current.”

For a further test, my mother wrote a question on a piece of 
paper and hid it in my room without telling me anything about it. 
In the morning the question was answered but there were no signs 
that the paper had been taken from its hiding-place.

At first the notes were very silly and were all unsigned. They 
read as if more than one had written them. The writing was very 
scrawly and almost unreadable. Later on the hand-writing 
changed and became more distinct and smaller, until it was a 
clearly-formed hand. The notes now were all signed Mark Twain.
I got a specimen of the original Mark Twain’s hand-writing and 
found it just like the writing in my notes.

About three weeks after all the notes had ceased, we were 
going to move to another house. When I opened my trunk to 
pack, I found the ten weird pictures, some of which are reproduced 
here, carefully tucked away in the bottom.

I know there are many who will not believe this story. There 
is too much room for fabrication. But I leave it to the public to 
trust my word. I have told the incidents just as they have occurred, 
and I have left the letters just as I received them with the excep­
tion of a few very personal references which I have left out. I 
have not put anything to them. I do not blame those who dis­
believe this, for I realize that, if someone had told me a similar 
story six months ago, I would not have believed it. I am giving 
this as— to use the author’s own words— ‘an enlightenment to 
the world.’ ”

E u n ic e  W in k l e r .

“ I corroborate all the statements concerning the experiences 
through which my daughter has passed, having slept with her in
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the manner stated and seeing no phenomena whatsoever, yet find­
ing notes in the morning pinned in separate places on the wall near 
the ceiling.

I was also present when she found the drawings hidden in 
her trunk.”

D a is y  E. B. W i n k l e r .

M ARK T W A IN ’S H A N D W R IT IN G  DURING LIFE 

Part o f a letter reproduced by courtesy o f Brentano’s

Q
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Part of a Letter Received by Miss Winkler 
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Miss Winkler’s Own Handwriting
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APPARITIONS.
Let me see now. Where was I ? O h! yes, I know. Here goes:
Life here is a queer thing. We wander round and live with 

people (astral doubles), who can’t see us, except at night if we 
will it. You mortals never really see us. If we want to appear 
to you for something or other, we fix up an elemental to look like 
us. The imagination of the people present has nothing at all to 
do with it. The elemental, who is entirely under our control, 
answers questions; but we put the answer in the mind of the ele­
mental. No one but a Master can tell the difference between us 
and that elemental, so much alike do we look and act.

Don’t think you are being cheated by what you see, when you 
see an apparition. Remember that, although it is not your deceased 
relative who is standing there, still, the warning comes from the 
relative himself, all the answers from the mind of the relative. 
The elemental in that case acts as a medium for our thoughts to 
reach you through.

It is altogether different in this writing. I can just pick up a 
pencil and write. No elemental is needed.

I made a mistake just now. I said that you mortals never see 
us. I wish to take that back. You do see us when you come out 
here in your sleep— that is, when your soul comes out here.

THE SIXTH PLANE.
Oh dear me! We do go through all of six o f the seven planes 

o f this earth. (There are seven planes on each planet; I know 
only by messages from the mental plane.) The seventh plane is 
Heaven, the eternal resting place, the all-beautiful abode of happi­
ness, the home of God.

The sixth plane is something on the style o f your theosophy 
class. That is, there is something there like it— Oh no! I am all 
mixed up! When you die from the fifth plane into the sixth, you 
find what is to you, Heaven. The scenery is magnificent, enough 
to inspire a poetic soul in a door-mat. Here, at certain hours, for 
a certain length of time, God comes with all five Masters who have 
been to earth. They bring with them the records o f all the souls 
in the sixth plane. Each soul looks over his own record and plots 
out his next life as to time, amount of suffering and happiness, 
etc. Then he is allowed six restful months to enjoy the beauty o f 
the place, when he dies down to the fifth plane again— so on down 
to the astral and finally to earth.

Say! What is wrong with me to-night anyhow? Here I am 
describing what goes on in the sixth plane when I know only by
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hearsay, and there are, oh, so many things to say about our astral 
plane alone. I had better begin something about a plane I know.

DEMONS OF THE AIR
Don’t those Roman numerals look pretty ? I ought to stick 

them in oftener. They are only there for ornament anyhow. The 
book could just as well be all in one chapter, but it looks prettier 
with those numbers dotted around here and there.

Well, I might as well tell you about the evil things in the air. 
Some people believe there is no devil, but there is. Not one, in 
fact, but several. They are a sort of wicked soul collectors and 
tempters. They don’t shovel coal, but they shovel the souls into 
hell. They are always on the watch. Look out for them! Don’t 
let them get you! The only way to escape them is to “Live pure, 
speak true, right wrong, follow the God.”

Then there are evil thoughts. These are thoughts sent out 
against someone too good and pure to receive them, sent out by 
someone too clever to have a reaction. These evil thoughts will 
rebound against anyone wicked enough to receive them.

Besides these, there are many, many creatures, too vile to 
become human, who hang around in the air and cause suffering 
just for the pleasure of it—who cause sins to be committed for the 
pleasure of seeing the souls punished afterwards.

But fear them not. Remember that God is stronger than all 
these, and place yourself under His protection. Have faith in 
Him and no harm can come to you.

Don’t forget Christ, but when the new Master comes, serve 
Him. Christ is not of your race. He is nearer to you than Buddha, 
but the new Master is He of your time. Follow Him. More to­
morrow. M ark  T w a i n .

ASTRAL DELUSIONS
Here 1 am again— ready for business. I want you to tell the 

Fheosophists that they are very, very wrong on one point. We 
most assuredly do learn new things out here. 7 am an example of 
that fact. I will explain it to you.

It all depends on the state of mind of the soul on its departure 
from earth. That underlies all— everything.

Let us first take a man, a garlic-chewing street-laborer. He 
comes out here with a firm belief that he will find Heaven, or what 
is to him, heaven. That is, a place of eternal rest where he can 
lie down in peace under a tree and chew garlic to his heart’s con­
tent without worrying where Maria’s next meal is to come from
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Here he will find that rest. He will not evolute any higher than 
the astral plane— he has not the intelligence to map out his next 
life. He desires only rest from toil, and that he finds.

Next take a church-goer, one of the strictest type. He ex­
pects to find out here a grand palace, too beautiful to describe. At 
the end of a large hall, God, a magnified and glorified human 
being, is seated on a throne of ivory and gold. Around Him arc 
grouped angels, all singing and playing harps, and all dressed in 
immaculate costumes and all supremely beautiful. I am afraid 
that that man will be very much disappointed. Elementals can 
impersonate the angels to sing and play, and he himself can be 
provided with wings, harp, and halo. But, the mainstay is absent. 
No one can impersonate God—and God cannot neglect His all- 
important duties to come and sit on a throne to please one man.

Next take the atheist, the plaything of the Prince of Evil, the 
barbarian, the hopeless savage, who believes that the death of the 
earthly body ends all, that man has no soul— there is no hereafter. 
These persons know no hereafter. They sleep as if dead, lifeless, 
until their next incarnation.

In the fourth place, take a person like me. No one knew it, 
but when I died, in my heart I really believed nothing— doubted 
nothing. I came out here with the fixed idea that I would know 
at last the “ Great Secret.” I was ready to find out the why and 
wherefore. A Teacher, one not yet high enough to be a Master, 
yet who is already a member of the Great White Lodge, showed 
me the why and wherefore of everything. As a consequence, I 
am already fitted for the mental plane.

Do not say I was a materialist. I was not. Neither was I 
a spiritualist. I was one who determined to find out the truths for 
myself. And my Teacher (ah, would that I knew what He 
knows) has given me permission to impart my knowledge, little as 
it is, to the world. Through Him, I have not lived in the usual 
cramped quarters and limited places of this astral plane. I have 
traveled over and over it, have seen and heard everything He 
thought best, and have placed myself entirely under His protec­
tion. When you get here, “ Go thou and do likewise.”  If you wish 
knowledge, seek out a Teacher, and Knowledge is Power. I have 
said it before, I say it gain and again, Knowledge is Power. The 
quicker you find that out, the quicker will you advance in the school 
o f life.

ASTRAL VISION
1 have come back for one more bit of information before I
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die. I must bid you farewell for at least twenty years— maybe 
longer, but no less.

I heard that you have mentioned about objects here being 
well, we can see inside, outside, top and bottom, all at once. No 
wonder you think it very confusing!

I must set you right along that line—make it clear to you. We 
cannot see an object any different from what you do, unless we 
will it. If we wish we can see inside anything— very handy. We 
don’t have to lift the covers off boxes to see the contents.

Mr. Leadbeater’s idea of how articles are conveyed by us is 
correct. His ideas are correct on all points— that is, for the most 
part. You can abide by him.

The trouble is this—can’t you see that a soul, projected by 
will-power into our life out of one of your cumbersome bodies, is 
not very likely to see things exactly as we do?

Say! I came on a funny sight this afternoon! I saw a per­
fectly respectable soul, out here for only a couple of weeks, gray 
and brown hair, bunches of whiskers each side of his chin, but 
otherwise smooth shaven, slight in build, and with an average look 
of intelligence. He had a magnificent golden crown on his head, 
all set in jewels. There was a yellow plate (supposed to be a halo), 
floating around over his head, and two elemental had made them­
selves into wings to please him. And he was dancing around in 
a most ridiculous manner—singing “ Hallelujah, Hallelujah!” at 
the top of his shrill lungs. Can you imagine any respectable person 
with a fair amount of intelligence, doing such a thing? Oh, well! 
He was happy, poor old fellow.

I am very, very sorry to stop these interesting writings. It 
has been pleasant to me, and I know you have enjoyed them. But 
my time has come and I must go— evolute higher.

Whatever you do, don’t forget me. Remember, I will try and 
be back in about twenty years. Be on the watch for me then.

Be sure and remember all my instructions and give this little 
book to the world.

Farewell! May the eternal blessing of the divine Omnipotent 
rest on you and yours, and on all the world! Follow the Lord and 
believe in Him and you will be happy. Remember that I shall 
always guard you.

Faithfully your friend,
Mark Twain.
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LAST FAREW ELL

f

Farewell to the world, to the skeptical and unbelieving world! 
Farewell! May God show you the light! I don’t see that any­
thing short of a miracle will make you believe that I am I ; that I 
am the true and genuine Samuel Clemens, better known as Mark 
Twain.

I only wish that the world might wake up to its faults and see 
wherein it errs.

My two books, “ Mysterious Stranger”  and “ What is Man?” 
are nothing short o f crimes. 1 wish that the former were never 
printed. Don’t print the latter— whatever you do. I see my mis­
take now, I admit it, I confess it. T knew not the truth at that 
time. I know it now.

May the blessing of God rest upon you, dear readers, and the 
best wishes of yours truly,

M a r k  T w a i n .

Reproductions of some of the drawings found in locked trunk
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BEAUTY AND BLUE
This plane is full of beauty and love and truth. We ourselves 

are of a rather remarkable nature, beautiful, o f course. I don’t 
want to seem stuck-up, but I know that I am beautiful.

I look nothing at all like the physical or astral Samuel 
Clemens I am an egg (in form, that is; I am not an embryo 
chicken)— a beautiful egg— shining with a bright, rosy, golden 
light. I describe myself because that is easiest. As everybody else 
looks like me, in describing myself, I describe all. We radiate a 
sort of phosphorescent light, visible only at night. Thus, day and 
night are all one up here. At day the sun lights us, at night we 
light ourselves.

We are a sort of faint gold with the faintest o f pink mixed 
jn— Oh dear! What an awful, awful language to try and describe 
things with! I can’t find any other words to suit and yet those 
don’t even come within a mile of the mark. I shall have to leave 
it to your imagination to get the color.

You should let your imagination run full play at times. It is 
worth more than you ever dreamed of.

Can you realize what it means to have no evil around ? That 
is the mental plane. Can you realize what it is to be able to hear 
only beautiful sounds— sounds far beyond mortal ears? That is 
the mental plane. Can you realize what it means to see nothing but 
beauty, beauty such as you never realized was in existence? That 
is the mental plane. Can you realize what it is to know anything 
you wish? That is the mental plane. Think of it!

And yet you sit in a flimsy green thing called a park and 
breathe in the air of evil, and say, “ How beautiful is this!”  Miser­
able reptiles! Earth-chained worms! Wake up! Think! and Know! 
For to me you are as the beetle, thoughtless, vain, proud, boasting 
of your miserable possessions o f diluted gold, putting yourself 
in the mouth of the danger of evil in your vanity. Oh, why is a 
mortal thus? In other words, why is a fool? Don’t dress up in 
your Sunday best like the peacock and go turning round in front 
of the world as on a pivot! Live!

There is one emotion left to the dwellers on the mental plane 
—happiness. The happiness of living, the joy o f being, belongs 
to us. I am striving to tell you all, but I fear it is way, way beyond 
your narrow comprehensions. Just imagine! Imagine blue! Think 
of blue! And you dream of me!
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THE ROAD TO HAPPINESS
No man is happy but the insane. No man can realize the true 

earth and its contents and dwell there in happiness. What you 
know as happiness, what you strive after, is but a fleeting, pass­
ing, transient, adulterated imitation. Seek not the happiness of 
wealth. It is not there. Look for the happiness of helping others. 
It is the only other way to be happy. Help others or go crazy. You 
have your choice. Both bring happiness. In the one you are not 
truly happy because you cannot help feeling for the sorrows of 
others. In the latter you are supremely happy. Even so, I should 
advise you not to try it. It is very easy to go crazy. But though 
it makes you happy, it worries others and that does not help man­
kind. I fear that I am wandering. The fact is that the joy of 
living overwhelms me.

Good-bye,
M ark T w a in .

THE PRINCE OF EVIL
Well, well—back again. But I am sorry to say that I know 

for a certainty that I cannot come back again— ever— unless for 
some thing of great import. To-night I shall make my final fare­
wells to the world, etc. They will probably never hear from me 
again.

This chapter is to be devoted to the description of the head, 
or prince, of devils, whence he came and why, how powerful he 
is, etc.

In the beginning, as you probably know, there was no evil. 
There was only God— nothing more. God alone was. He decided 
to create matter from Himself, and He did. He created Adam 
and Eye (only those weren’t their names). Paradise was in 
Atlantis—lost to you, perhaps forever. I believe that when the 
seventh race of man begins, Eden will be restored to them.

The fall is incorrectly stated in the Bible. It was not Adam 
and Eve who sinned. They were ever faultless. It was their son 
Cain (only that wasn’t his name), who invented evil. There was 
no forbidden tree. Cain was selfish. He slew his brother His 
evil thoughts coagulated and made Satan.

Indeed, Satan is composed of evil thoughts. Satan is Murder 
Everyone who plans murder makes Satan grow. Every thought 
that has to do with the planning of murder goes to build up the 
great Prince of Evil. The lesser devils, his colleagues, are each 
made up of a separate style of evil thought. There is the Devil of 
Lies. You can easily imagine how enormous he must be. Every
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lie told adds to his stature. Then there is the Demon of Selfish­
ness, the Demon of Greed for Food, the Demon of Greed for 
Drink, the Demon o f Greed for Gold.

The demons are made up of evil. Take the Demon of Lies, 
for example. Every time a lie is told anywhere in the world, he 
grows bigger. But, every time a lie is worked off by the liar (in 
accordance with the laws of Karma), the Demon of Lies shrinks 
just so much.

Think how big the devils would be if no sins were worked off 1
You must understand, though, that sometimes a devil, in fact 

often, gets too large to be, in his own estimation, comfortable. 
Sc he divides in half and forms two devils. These, if they get too 
big, also divide again. Now you see why there are so many of 
them.

FINIS
There’s a life that is far beyond you,

A life far beyond the grave.
Yet you heed not the voice that calleth

For you, chained to the earth as a slave.
If your soul tries to reach toward Heaven 

You hastily draw it right back
And chain it to earth with your “ reason”

And wonder what ’tis that you lack.
You think that it’s riches and power

And renown spread wide o’er the seas;
But can you not see that you’re erring,

Stuck in mud way up to your knees ?
There’s an instinct within you that gropeth above,

Vainly seeking for God’s faithful light,
But you haul it back roughly and stoutly declare

That ’twas nothing that came from God’s might.
You say that there is ne’er a Heaven

With God reigning supreme o’er the world.
Rise up! Oh ye trodden down earth-worms!

See God’s flag o f freedom unfurled!
Rise above! Reach above! For our God whom you doubt! 

Think not that death endeth all!
For God hath compassion and mercy and love 

And Heaven lies open to all!
M a r k  T w a i n .
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DESTINY AND FATE 

B y  Gertrude de B i e l s k a  

( Continued.)

The Fate of this life therefore determines the nature of the 
next and modifies or accelerates the intensity of its experiences in 
this. It becomes a question of character, a question of self-control 
and self-mastery. If we have sown the seeds of jealousy, hatred 
and malice, because we were poor and our friend or neighbor 
rich, we must reap the effects— the fruits, according as we have 
sown to the last “jot and tittle.” Then marvel not, that deceitful, 
malicious friends abound in our lives, now adding their strength 
to poverty not controlled, and thwarting us at every turn. The 
trouble is within ourselves, not with our neighbor. Then the 
way to do is strictly to obey the word of the Master— “ Return 
good for evil.” “Love your enemies.” “ Sit at home with the 
Cause,” as Emerson has said.

If we have sown the seeds of love, gentleness, generosity, 
benevolence and good will habitually we shall as surely reap the 
fruits of love, gentleness, generosity, benevolence and good will 
as the Sun will rise at the eastern angle of the heavens tomorrow 
morning.

Therefore the sooner we can come into a consciousness of 
what Fate means—the sooner we take right hold of ourselves, 
recognize the skeleton in our own closet, go into ourselves and 
make love to the skeleton, clothe it radiantly with hopeful, per­
sistent, redeeming Thoughts, with a motive and desire for Knowl­
edge and a benign Justice, the sooner shall we overcome our 
adverse Fate and all the obstacles in the way of a more perfect 
demonstration of our powers in this life, and possess the cer­
tainty of better conditions for our next incarnation. This is 
Conscious Evolution!

There are two great centers of Force in our solar system 
offering correspondences which give indication of wealth— wealth 
of possessions, of beauty, of magnanimity, of graciousness and 
power. _ These are the planetary centers of Jupiter and Venus. 
According to the positions of either of these planets it may become 
known what these possibilities are in a person’s life, for the ob­
servation is borne out by the fact that persons who are fortunate 
in these ways have Jupiter or Venus in similar positions and 
when poverty reigns there is always to be found the “ sitms” fnr 
such a condition. S

18
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Man is the conscious expression of divine, natural and human 
Law. The divine Law is immutable, unchangeable; it is positive 
Force— Cause eternally involving.

The natural Law is the divine Law manifested, thus Nature 
in her myriads of forms is the symbol of the divine Law.

The natural Law is subject to growth, to change, it is Effect, 
eternally evolving.

The human Law expresses a subsequent stage, it is the law 
that Man makes for himself, through his conscious intellect, free 
will and choice. Obedience to the human Law subjects Man to 
the possibilities of error, because it changes with every age, 
nation and people.

Obedience to the natural Law reveals to him the divine Law, 
leads him to perfect Knowledge and incomparable understanding.

It is because Man has transgressed for ages both the divine 
and natural Law and followed in wilful preference the human 
law that the whole earth and its souls are suffering today. 
Through our Symbol Language, the Philosophy of Symbolism 
and the Science of Correspondences which it includes, the links 
that bind Man to the divine and natural Law and reveal him to 
his own law can be made clear to the individual.

We cannot transgress the divine and natural Law without 
producing disastrous physical effects, confusion, sin and sick­
ness. “ As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”  Here again we 
meet the Thought, the Motive and the Act. "Thinketh— in his
heart!"

Whatever has become the habitual thought, it is written all 
over the body— in the lines of the face and hands, in the shape 
of the head, slope of the shoulders, length of the torso and so on.

Healthful, elevating thoughts build into the character qual­
ities that reflect health, beauty, strength and power to which the 
body responds as a well cared for instrument.

Diseased, enervating thoughts contract the heart, stagnate 
digestion, impede respiration and poison the blood, which centers 
to that part of the body that corresponds in character to the 
zodiacal sign that is rising in the east at the time a person is born, 
or to a sign that holds a record o f perversions of the divine and 
natural Law.

This produces an effect that we call sickness and disease.
Now we, as individuals, are a part of a Great Whole and make 

up the Soul and magnetic, receptive conditions of our planet earth. 
As transgression of the divine and natural Law will produce suf­
fering, sin and sickness as external effects upon our bodies, so 
will the united perverted magnetic forces produce physical irrup-
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tions, upheavals, floods, pests, blights and disorder upon the sur­
face of our planet, and other planetary positions in relation to 
our earth will indicate the quality and nature of the disturbance.
It is not surprising therefore that so much confusion, so many 
uprisings and such heart-breaking catastrophes are prevalent 
and that the “ Armageddon” is now being waged. They are the 
natural effects of accumulated human transgression of Law!

The present Great War is an effect of the accumulation 
cf racial sins that have been woven and interwoven into national 
life for thousands of years. Its culmination at this particular 
time can be explained by the position of our planet in the solar 
system as related to the Sun and the position of the equinoces. 
The earth at the present time is passing into the last of four 
“ Great Adjustments” in a period of 26,000 years. The last one is 
written in the history of Noah’s flood, the one before that in the 
occult records of the great civilizations of Egypt, Syria, India and 
China and the one still before that in the sinking of Atlantis. 
Just as the long threatened sickness of an individual is brought 
to crisis by the crowding of violations of Nature’s clemency, so 
is the planet earth, with all its souls today, passing through a 
cosmic crisis which brings to issue the aggregated sins of the 
world and precipitates a convulsion of the hidden forces to a 
point of war between the “Angels of Light” and the “Angels 
of Darkness,” the “ Hierarchies” of the heavens and the demons 
of concentrated sins upon earth, for which the human race is 
alone responsible.

Woe be unto the souls and the nations that are in the grip 
of the “dark forces” and are giving expression to the world’s 
sickness, such a Fate will throw them back into darkness for thou­
sands of years. How long will it last, how can it be assuaged, 
what is the remedy? These are burning questions in every 
thinking heart.

The end is not yet, it can be assuaged only when the majority 
of the human race can come together in Unity of Purpose, deter­
mined to restore the unbalanced equilibrium. There is only one 
remedy and that is for man to come in a conscious recognition 
of God and live in accordance with the divine Teaching, Univer­
sal Love and Helpfulness.

Individual life and collective life upon our planet today has 
reached a point where it must recognize these facts. The planet 
earth at this stage of its growth and evolution is overwhelmed 
with sorrow, pain, sin and sickness and as a child of the Great
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Universe it is heavy in its travail and burden. Difficult will it be, 
even now, to prevent the terrible seismic catastrophes that have 
characterized other similar world transitions, and it behooves 
every human Soul to live on the heights of its most virtuous 
achievements that it may be ready when the call comes.

Thus it is shown that the divine and natural Law cannot be 
transgressed without producing physical effects in proportion to 
the amount of transgression. So in all disaster to individual and 
collective humanity, be it known, that it is the natural and in­
evitable effect of some Cause of its own making, latent and ob­
scure though that Cause may seem to our limited knowledge.

The Language of Symbols and the Philosophy of Symbolism 
elucidate the correspondences between the human, natural and 
divine Law and assist to search out the causes that form the basis 
for a perfectly logical, scientific sequence of Law, operating in our 
lives. Individually it assists us to know ourselves better, and 
how we may apply that knowledge to the best advantage. Uni­
versally it assists us to know what relation we bear as individuals 
to the Great Whole. All conditions of individual and universal 
adversity are the direct results of a disturbed equilibrium of the 
unseen forces operating within ourselves— they are the impelling 
forces of our Being, because compelling recognition of some con­
dition as yet unknown to us, thus they have their unique place.

The whole Heavens combine to herald the advent of any Soul 
into manifestation and declare its Destiny with the outlines of 
its Fate clearly marked. It is this “ Destiny that shapes our end!”

This may be demonstrated to any individual through his 
Horoscope skillfully interpreted, for when the planets by their 
revolutions come to certain “angles” relative to the positions that 
the planets were in at birth, they indicate the causes and effects 
operating in connection with our lives, thus may we know in 
advance when these times may occur and can foretell them.

“ To be forewarned is to be forearmed.” If we know, we can 
fortify ourselves, we can concentrate the mind— the Thought- 
Force and so direct the will, that the Thought, Motive and Act are 
under the power of conscious direction. This process puts into 
action all that is good and divine in us which reinstates the equi­
librium within ourselves and this changes the ratio of our vibra­
tion; just as a bulwark of earth and stone will change the course 
of a mountain torrent and protect our external possessions from 
the flood. When this is done we have conquered our adverse 
Fate, we have established our Mastery over the Forces that would 
have ^destroyed us if allowed their course and we have found 
that “Line o f Light” which impels us to know our Destiny as 
the ONE Cause, the ONE Law— GOD.
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W H Y  T H O U G H T S  A R E  T H IN G S

By E. D a n ie l l  L ockwood

We constantly hear the statement made that “ thoughts are 
things,” that they have a life of their own for good or ill, but 
of why or how this is true there is little said or, perhaps, generally 
known.

Thoughts are things because as they are projected by the 
mind they draw to themselves, and become clothed by, certain 
elemental consciousnesses which are ever seeking to ally them­
selves with human thought motions. Thus, a thought ensouls 
an elemental, the elemental clothes the thought, its form taking 
shape in consonance with the nature of that thought, and the com­
bination becomes an active entity whose life endures for a greater 
or less time, according to the intensity and power with which 
the thought has been imaged and projected by the mind.

This sounds like bare assertion. Let us consider the rationale 
of the process.

Our universe not only teems with evolving, conscious life; 
it is evolving, conscious life. It consists, if we may so express it, 
of infinite congeries of conscious, evolving lives at every possible 
stage of development, from the inchoate consciousness of the 
jivas (lives or points of consciousness) to Man and beyond.

Life and consciousness, according to occult science, inhere 
in substance and substance clothes life and consciousness. Life 
and consciousness are the motion and esse, substance supplies the 
vehicle through which expression becomes possible. Even as 
the flame, its heat and its radiance are at the same moment one, 
yet may be considered separately, so life, consciousness and sub­
stance are one, though they also may be considered separately.

The outer “ skin” of substance is known to us as matter, 
but atoms, electrons and ions also constitute planes of substance 
as do even more refined and subtle states, as yet unrecognized 
by modern science, which are quite as definite and indeed more 
vital than the material because of their subtlety, though not ap­
preciable to the physical senses.

Every atom is the substantial vehicle of one or more jivas 
(lives), every molecule is the material garment clothing a group 
of atoms, all pressing on and on in their evolutionary progress 
from “unconscious consciousness” to “ conscious consciousness” 
and eventual self-consciousness, merging at last into conscious 
ness of THE SELF, the Source and Goal of all evolution.

22
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Among the more highly sensitized jivas are many classes, 
known to occult science under the general name of Elementáis. 
There are elementáis associated with gases, with minerals, with 
plant life, and so on, hosts of them, and in the van,—having as 
yet attained no mentality of their own, but impelled by a hunger 
for it and for nearness to the thinker, Man,— are those referred 
to above which swarm upon the planes energized by our mental 
activities and which rush to embrace and clothe our thoughts 
with their own vehicles; and as the plastic elemental garment sur­
rounds a thought, it assumes a form adapted to express the char­
acter of the thought, shaped by the thought: a form of beauty or 
otherwise in exact sympathy with the emotion or desire which 
prompted it.

Some years ago one of the great Trans-Himalayan Brothers 
wrote of this process to a student, as follows: " . . .  Every 
vhought of man, upon being evolved, passes into the inner world 
and becomes an active entity by associating itself, coalescing we 
might term it, with an elemental— that is to say, with one of the 
semi-intelligent forces of the kingdoms. It survives as an active 
intelligence— a creature of the mind’s begetting— for a longer 
or shorter period, proportionate with the original intensity of 
the cerebral action which generated it. Thus a good thought 
is perpetuated as an active, beneficent power, an evil one as a 
maleficent demon. And so Man is continually peopling his cur­
rent in space with the offsprings of his fancies, desires, impulses 
and passions— a current which reacts upon any sensitive or nerv­
ous organism which comes in contact with it, in proportion to its 
dynamic intensity. . . . The adept evolves these shapes con­
sciously, other men throw them off unconsciously.”

The Brother might have added that not only do these 
thought-ensouled elementáis react upon sensitive or nervous or­
ganisms, but they also react upon him who generated them. An 
unfriendly or evil thought projected toward another affects him 
more or less, according to its own definiteness and his receptivity, 
but it also eventually comes home to the sender, bringing with it 
the poison with which he had charged it, and that poison returns 
into his own being, a seed of mental, moral or ethical disease.

So, kindly thoughts, after performing their office, whither 
they were directed, return as the dove to the ark, bearing the 
olive of peace and blessing with their gentle presence the source 
of their expression and of the impulses generated in them by him.

With understanding of this process o f the ensoulment of 
evolving jivas, these sensitive and eager elementáis, our respon­
sibility to them looms large and grave. As yet unaware of the
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poles of good and evil, they flock to man as angels flock about 
the throne of God, craving the individualizing magic of his 
thought to help them on their way. Too often does he convey 
tc them the first impulse toward pain, evil and confusion. Shall 
he not be held responsible that his thought gives birth to a malefi­
cent demon in the helpless matrix of the innocent jiva’s vehicle? 
Indeed, he is held responsible by the great law of Compensation, 
Karma, and his responsibility extends forward into the mists of 
future ages and unborn evolutions. He must, ere he may scale 
the final heights of illumination, redeem all those whom he so 
misused. This is one of the meanings of the alchemical injunc­
tion that we shall convert the baser metals into gold. Our work 
o f redemption may and can begin at any moment, and the en­
tities we have impelled to unlovely or evil service be gently and 
firmly remoulded to a nobler purpose. For, as we purify and 
raise our thoughts from things low and base, they will be gath­
ered up by their corresponding opposites— if we so will it— and 
the maleficent demons be redeemed to beneficent agencies.

The thought-ensouled elemental “ survives an active intelli­
gence for a longer or shorter period, proportionate with the orig­
inal intensity of the cerebral action which generated it.”  But 
this is not all. There is a further possibility of prolonging its 
survival, for every time the mind recurs to a given thought or 
emotion there is infused into the now active elemental intelligence 
fresh vitality for good or evil, for blessing or obsession, for in­
creasing development and illumination or ultimate mania, melan­
choly, madness or death, Therefore do occultists discourage 
brooding, penance and prolonged repentance, for, instead of 
checking or overcoming the evil the mind centered upon, it feeds 
and developes, only too often, in the intelligence ensouled by it a 
monstrous growth. Rather does the occultist recognize his fault 
bravely, note the causes in himself which gave it birth, and labor 
with them; then, casting aside regret, with eyes fixed upon his 
Ideal of Perfection, he moves calmly forward upon the path of 
equilibrium, knowing that only so, only by filling his soul with 
the Light Divine can he at last think altogether in that Li°-ht. 
and thus redeeming himself, redeem also those elemental intelli­
gences whom his disfiguring thoughts had misshapen.

Through aspiration and unswerving purpose he advances 
ever, attended by a growing multitude of luminous mind chil­
dren, and this elemental host, clothing with their protean vehicles 
his thoughts aspirational, will some day, sometime, furnish the 
radiant vesture in which the SELF shall appear to the eyes of his 
longing soul.
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A DANGEROUS PASTIME.

A True Story 

B y  B e th  W arrington

(Continued)
M y  D e a r  B r e n d a :

I see by the papers that they are crediting W-T-Stead with 
being able to send back messages from this side of life. If they 
acknowledge his ability to do this, why on earth won’t they 
acknowledge that I can do the same. Mentally and physically I 
was a much stronger man than he was. True he was supposed to 
be an adept in this particular line of business, but so was I in 
mine, and I possessed the power, the will to control what most I 
desired to hold. That power is still with me a dominant factor in 
my spiritual life. I am talking to you day after day, am I not? 
They say that I am now earth-bound. There are reasons for this; 
first of all I choose to stay here in this environment, secondly I am 
held back by my interest in many a transaction of vital impor­
tance. There was a deal I did not finish or complete when called 
away. My identity is doubted by all, and yet the papers accept 
Stead. I try so hard to impress old friends with the fact of my 
continued existence. I made someone write a letter today, it made 
a double meaning. You will see it published and I want you to 
note what I said about my new friendships. It’s a joke. I wish my 
family would leave ofli wearing mourning— it’s depressing, when 
you can see the heart and read the mind, and hear what they have 
to say about you in strict privacy of their rooms. I am tired to 
death of hypocrisy. I visited my old home to-day, there are lots 
of things there I would like to give you, Brenda. I stayed to 
luncheon.

Query— What did you have for lunch?
Answer— You mean what did they have? Well, oysters on the 

half shell, puree of lobster, spring lamb, pate de foi grass, roast 
pommes de terre, cream of cauliflower, Philadelphia capon, 
inarron glaces and wine. You see, they had company to luncheon, 
and they brought up a box of my good black cigars; I wouldn’t 
have minded if they had had the politeness to oiTer me one. But 
they did not, for you see I am in the grave, or supposed to be.

“ Your description has made me hungry, and if they wouldn’t
25
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ask you to lunch, come and partake of ours, you are quite wel­
come,” I said jokingly: “ Many thanks, I will. ‘Better a dinner 
of herbs,’ you know the rest, and fancy it’s little but herbs that 
I’ll get here, but then it will taste better than the most sumptuous 
banquet on earth, for I have been invited to partake o f it with 
you. At your board, at least, all is laughter and mirth; perchance 
at the other, envy, malice and intrigue dwell in many a heart.
1 ought to be quite satisfied with my lot, for there are millions 
that sink into oblivion when I am still living.”

Query— Do you really eat? You don’t mean to tell us that 
>ou eat as we do? Do you go to sleep as well?

Answer— Inquisitive! An embarrassing question that is. Eat,
I should say so, through inhalation; but sleep, ahem! Sometimes I 
visit that room which once was mine. There are seven or more 
bedrooms to choose from, and sometimes I stay over night in my 
library. I loved that place best of all, but I do not sleep in the 
sense that you do. I merely recuperate power, we rest over here.
I would tell you lots of things, but you are so apt to talk about it, 
and people would only ridicule the idea of my answering your 
foolish questions. You cannot change the current o f the world’s 
opinion.—J.

June 21st, 1913.
D e a r  B r e n d a  :

I had quite a calling down from our new friend. He tells 
me to be more circumspect in my conversation. I will admit that 
when I passed over I knew nothing about these things and cared 
less of what the future life held for me. My life was a busy 
one, as you can imagine, and occupied all my time. I prided my­
self on being a so-called good Christian, for I was a pillar of the 
church to which I belonged. I always tried to do my duty to 
my fellow men, but evidently that’s not enough over here. My 
good friends point out to me a small dark cloud no larger than 
a man’s hand in the bright blue sky, and they say that unless I 
am careful that it is going to spread, that it will cover me as with 
pitch, and that even the good name I left behind me will suf- 
ler My name will be blackened and dragged through the mire. 
1 think they might leave me alone, now that I am dead. I would 
have my fair name untarnished, for I was proud of it. Will my 
good deeds avail me nothing? I tell you I followed life after 
the most approved fashion; I trust I did a few kind actions for 
during my long life I gave liberally to the poor, endowed institu­
tion and all that, and now I should like to feel that Charity cov- 
ereth a multitude of sins; but, there, I am not going to worry*
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let us be happy while we may, that cloud is a pretty long way 
off, and may be dispersed ere it reaches me.

Brenda— How about that glimpse into a past life; you know 
what our friend said about you, and I do so want to know who I 
was in another life?

Mr. D— T is not much of a favor you ask, when I am ask­
ing so much, but I fear it is not wise to tell you anything about 
your former lives. I feel a restraint, a wish not to oblige you, 
but then I cannot hope to be the recipient of your favors unless 
T am myself willing to oblige; but I am convinced that it is much 
better to leave those things in oblivion.

Suppose I could only tell you that those past lives of yours 
had known far more o f sorrow than of joy?

Brenda— I don’t care what they held. I want to know.
Mr. D— You wish to know even though the knowledge might 

prove very dangerous ?
Brenda— Yes, I want to know; it cannot possibly hurt me 

now, no matter what I was. Don’t be afraid to speak; you won’t 
hurt my feelings.

Mr. D— Cannot hurt you? That remains to be seen. It is 
not very often that a mortal is allowed to glance backward and 
to trifle with the sub-conscious memories. It is a most danger­
ous proceeding. Will you be content if I promise to tell you some 
day in the future? I may tell you the story, but somehow I seem 
very reluctant about doing it now. It would appeal to you, yes, 
without a doubt, for it is a story fraught with love, but sad, very 
sad; but I will tell you this much: The reason John is attracted to 
you is because he knew you in that past life. Look, John! be­
hold thyself in the long ago. You were a sculptor, your great 
love of marbles came back to you as a child in Florence, and once 
more you became world renowned and rose to great eminence and 
power.

Query— Tell us the name he bore.
Answer—Look it up in history. He lived this life in the year 

1437— a long time back to you, but only a short while as we count 
time here.

That is all that I shall tell you today. D.

June 22nd, 1913.
To Brenda:

That was a marvellous performance of D ’s, but he has given 
me a wrinkle and knowledge that he can never take from me 
again. Since seeing the picture he showed me on the record of 
time, I begin to remember many things. We lived in Rome. I
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can see as in a mirror that life of long ago. 1 11 tell you more 
about it when I come again. Yes, I am beginning to feel that 
1 am unmistakably dead, gone from the busy mart of life. For 
one thing, I cannot help those I would like to. The world has 
well nigh forgotten me, there are few who give me a kindly 
thought, and yet do you know I feel myself a very tangible sort 
of wraith. I am truly sorry for you, but in some things spirits 
are very helpless; we make it a rule to avoid all these kinds of 
troubles. You must know your own mind, Brenda. Do you 
love this man to whom you have plighted your troth? Search 
your heart well before you consent to marry him. Friction will 
occur in the best of families, and sometimes the domestic ties 
bind the individual too closely, and they grow irksome. Sup­
pose you put the marriage off and tell him to wait until you are 
ready to give up your freedom. We watch the storms of life 
blow, and often it looks as if the frail bark of the mortal must 
surely founder, but when the day dawns you bob up serenely and 
seem to forget the tempest that shook your very soul the night 
before. J.

June 23rd, 1913.
To B r e n d a :

So D won’t oblige you with the story that you so much de­
sire to hear; well, I will; there’s nothing to it. I was a sculptor; 
I followed the profession for two lives. You were, it seems, in 
both.

Brenda— In what way; was 1 your wife?
Answer— No, you were my model. A voice behind me bids 

me have a care, so as we are not alone I will not say more. They 
insist that if I give certain knowledge to you that it will work 
great mischief in your present life; but for the life of me I can­
not see how that could be possible. If I feel like telling you 
what you were to me I shall do so; I shall deliberately disobey 
their commands, because no man ever dictated to me. I was
a law unto myself, and I followed my own pleasure in these 
matters. ’ j

To Madame Secretary:
So I have the floor today, and for your patience I will give 

you a glimpse into the future. Look out of the window and tell 
me what you see there. The sky shall be the canvas on which 
I will portray for you coming events.

Answer— “ It’s rather misty towards the East, but I can see 
what looks like a great river or a strip of water quite near
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to land, for I can see the land on the horizon to the left. It 
stretches out into the water like a cape or promontory. At the 
end is a lighthouse. Now I see a large steamer with two funnels, 
from which the smoke is pouring. She is eastward bound. 
Going to England, I suppose. The fog is growing thicker and 
thicker; I can hardly see her now, but the light is revolving in 
the lighthouse and looks like a star through the dense mist. Some­
thing seems to have happened to the steamer— she must have 
struck a rock or something, for she falls over to one side and 
people are falling like flies from her decks. Now she plunges 
beneath the waves, she is gone, and the fog hides the water from 
view.

Mr. D— “ That is well done; it is another Titanic disaster 
about to take place very soon. She will carry a thousand souls or 
more to a watery grave. You did not think of reading her name 
as she plunged— I did. You could not, because mortal eyes see 
only the shadows of events to come. Better advise your friends 
not to sail on the Empress.”

Query from a visitor who was watching us use the board:
“ I hope it won’t be the vessel that I am going by. I am sail­

ing for Europe in the spring. Please tell me if T shall have a good 
time.”

Answer— You, madam, will return a sadder and a wiser 
woman. You will leave one of your party behind you, and the 
separation will be a long one; better bring your little brood back 
with you to America, for I hear the sound of guns, the boom­
ing of cannon and the constant roar of heavy artillery. It sounds 
all over Europe, but personally you will be all right and not come 
in contact with this whirlwind.

Visitor— I am afraid, sir, that you are romancing now, for 
nothing ever happens in those old English towns. No sound of 
guns will be heard save those that celebrate a coronation or some­
thing of that sort.

Mr. D— Then let us not waste time on predictions which you 
do not believe; but time will prove to you, madam, whether I am 
correct or not. D.

Note— This was the wreck o f the Empress of Ireland, which 
occurred in August, one month after this prediction.

June 25th, 1913.
To B r e n d a :

I have been learning a lot lately, and, for the sake o f argu­
ment, why should a spirit not radiate love? You have been ask­
ing yourself a serious question, and I will answer it to the best



30 AZOTH

of my ability. You believe in the theory that the dead can re­
turn, to comfort, let us say, those in sorrow. Comparatively 
speaking, every one believes in this idea, that the dead can look 
down upon them and see them in their grief. Some people rely on 
these spirit friends to take them, as it were, by the hand and lead 
them through the dim shadows to a better understanding of life. 
Now, admit, isn’t that the prevailing idea? Very well, then; how 
about the opposite theory? Have not millions of souls passed 
over here who never knew the meaning of the word love? For 
instance, take the Indian, the primeval savage, before the advent 
of the white man. Hatred of each other, warfare between tribes, 
hunting, the desire to torture and kill their prisoners, formed 
the dominant note of their lives. Love and domesticity had a very 
small share in that life, a squaw was but a beast of burden, a 
mate necessary to propagate their species, and the men cared 
little for their offspring, save as an addition to the number of 
their tribe. Can you, I ask, picture these people as angels? Far 
from it. I have found out that they still retain their character­
istics, their original hatred to the ever-encroaching white man. 
They can still hurt you— and they can still hate. I am told that 
they are the most powerful psychics as a race, because of their 
being so close to nature. They are faithful guides as long as 
you do not antagonize them. If you do, they become treacher­
ous and resentful. Those who came in contact with the whites 
are better, I believe, but those old savages roam the happy hunt­
ing grounds in very truth. They never learned the doctrine of 
love; they show no forbearance to mankind; they look upon earth 
as a strange world, very different to that which they had known 
with its teeming cities and towns. But let me tell you that they 
still paddle birch canoes by moonlight on silver lakes and moun­
tain tarns, that are far removed from the haunts of man, and 
away from human habitations. They still worship the Great 
Spirit in woodland temples hidden in the depths of forest groves

J-

My d e a r  B r e n d a :
June 29th, 1913.

So I seem as if alive to you? How can that be, Brenda? 
People will tell you that I lie beneath that granite slab, well-nigh 
forgotten by the world in which I was such a power. Only the 
ivy clinging in loving tendrils around the cold stone seems as if 
it were endeavoring to remind me that something thinks of me. 
It tries to hold my grave in a warm embrace to show that nature 
will try to do her best to cover me as with a mantle. Seldom does
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the world, or they who called me friend, give me one thought now 
they have the money which many envied me; alas, but men are 
fools to treasure up gold on earth. I see it lying in stacks all 
around me, and yet I cannot touch what once was mine. All that 
wealth is now turned into a creeping ivy vine that is surely mine. 
I will bring you a leaf or two as a memento. I am just learn­
ing the trick of conveying a material substance from one place 
to another. You must not ask me how it is done. I wish I knew 
how to handle the elements in order to materialize. Have yon 
noticed, when sitting in the sunshine, myriads of silver sparks 
glistening in the air? That is the substance they use to ma­
terialize with.

Query— Are you sorry that you are dead ?
Answer— Sorry, why should I be. A railroad magnate steps 

out of the turmoil of life, it makes no difference to the world at 
large, for his place is soon filled and the wheels of industry go on 
just as if he had never been. The trusts pay their dividends, that 
is as a rule, but I see one Trust that is about to topple over like a 
house of cards. But why should I care? I am out of it all. 
Believe me when I tell you that I envy no man on earth. It is very 
silent over here, there is not a sound to break the spell. Still every' 
one seems very human, and I cannot get used to the conditions 
that exist here, but naturally I will have to or change my hotel.
M y D ear Brenda:

You found the two leaves of ivy upon your dressing table; 
you thought they had blown in but I brought them to you. I 
took you to the galleries last week. I am trying to arouse within 
you the latent spark of genius which I see you possess. I want you 
to take up modelling, and see what you can do. I wish you would 
have some purpose in life instead of merely idling away the 
summer days. It’s a terrible waste of time. Get some clay such 
as children use for kindergarten work. You will do it I am sure 
when I tell you that it will please me. I believe I can use your 
fingers to create beautiful works of Art that will in time win 
the world’s approbation. What a career I might bring to you. 
I have been striving to impress you with the beauty of sculptured 
forms. You will try to model, will you not? Bear in mind though 
that it will be just as much an experiment for me, as it is for you, 
for my fingers have not done this class of work for 500 years, but 
I know I feel sure, that the fire of genius will return to my finger 
tips, they have not lost their cunning. They claim here that 
you never lose the gift which nature endows you at first birth, 
unless indeed you degrade and desecrate the body by sin and 
debauchery, then you descend in the scale of evolution.
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Query— Do you wish me to bring the clay here ?
Answer— By no means, we will have our own atelier where 

we shall not be disturbed. Follow your impressions. I will find 
a way of talking to you without the help of a third party.
M y  Dear Madame Secretary :

Seeing J is presenting you with mementos allow me to present 
you with a hair of my adorable moustache which I went over to 
Highgate to get especially for you this morning.— Delamere.

Brenda followed his instructions and sent for the clay. All 
she did was to pass her hand lightly over the mass o f clay before 
her, and let her fingers wander over it, and in an incredibly short 
time, it would take shape and form in a truly marvelous manner. 
It would become a bust usually of some well known man. She 
had no model or picture of any kind; it just fashioned itself under 
her hand. John now ordered her to get certain little tools, o f which 
I forget the name, and from this on he became a very exacting 
master as will be seen from his terse orders.

July 5th.
To Brenda.—Why dont you block that clay properly. In the 

first place your bust must be built in exact proportions to get your 
base large enough to support weight carried above. To mould 
the arm take a small piece of wood and use as a basis for your 
clay. I don’t ask perfection the first week; try again, I am not 
unreasonable although a trifle quick tempered. Your fingers are 
behaving well, still they feel to me as if afflicted with rheumatism 
or gout, but keep at it; they will become more flexible by and bye. 
Please leave your mind a perfect blank. Don’t think at all, or T 
cannot use it, and I beg of you not to try and make a bust of me as 
you were doing this morning. I am trying to portray a totally 
different person and you are trying to make a fizzle of a highly re­
spected person. Please do as I tell you to do, not as you wish to 
do. Follow the drift of the thoughts I give you; if you feel 
strongly inclined to put a dab here, or take away a bit of clay 
there, why do so. If not, leave the lines slender but strong. It 
may be weeks before I succeed in getting what I should call a 
perfect head, so don t grow impatient. Rome as you know wasn’t 
budt m a day. You have worked enough on that Roman head, 
the< fillet is by far your best work. That mouth is good, almost 
smiles you have done well considering the difficulties under 
which I have to labour.—J.

(To be continued)
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TRAN SYLVAN IA: THE HOME OF TH E VAM PIRE 

By H ereward Carrington

The Carpathian Mountains have always been the home of 
the weird and the mysterious. Those who have read Jules Verne’s 
remarkable book, “The Castle in the Carpathians,” will remember 
the peculiar horror which filled its pages, and the evident super­
stitious terror which filled the minds of the country-folk when 
anything to do with witches, ghosts, goblins or vampires was 
mentioned. Silesia, Moravia, the borders of Hungary and Tran­
sylvania are par excellence, the home of the Vampire— the cradle 
of the belief that certain persons, who are vampires, have the 
power of leaving their graves after death, preying upon the liv­
ing, by sucking their blood, and maintaining themselves for years 
in a natural condition, with no decomposition taking place, by 
reason of this fact! When they were exhumed, they were said 
to be found full of red blood, healthy and fresh looking, their hair 
and nails had grown, and fresh blood gushed forth when they 
were pierced with any sharp ii^trument. Those who were 
attacked in this manner became visibly and rapidly exhausted and 
anaemic, and soon died for no visible cause— save that a close 
examination would reveal two tiny marks upon the throat, like 
fine pin pricks, which the vampire had made in sucking the blood 
of his victim. Those who were bitten became vampires in turn, 
at death. Sometimes the victim woke up in the midst of an attack 
of this nature; and terrible were the spiritual combats which then 
took place between mortal and vampire! The only way to kill a 
vampire was to drive a stake through its heart, and then burn it 
in the fire.

This curious and gruesome belief existed for hundreds of 
years among the peasants in Hungary and the Balkan States, 
and may be said to exist there now, to a considerable extent. 
Transylvania, above all other countries, may be said to be the 
home of the vampire. The following narratives will show the 
character of the facts believed.

Here is one case, said to he told at first-hand to the writer 
of the letter. It is now a little more than a hundred years ago 
that all this happened. The letter runs :—

“Very Reverend Sir:— In reply to the question o f the Abbé 
dom Calmet, concerning vampires, the undersigned has the honor 
to assure him that nothing is more true or more certain than what 
he will doubtless have read about it in the deeds or attestations
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which have been made public and printed in all the Gazettes in 
Europe. But amongst all these public attestations which have 
appeared the Abbé must fix his attention as a true and notorious 
fact on that of the deputation from Belgrade, ordered by his late 
majesty Charles VI., of glorious memory, and executed by his 
serene highness the late Duke Charles Alexander of Wirtemberg, 
then viceroy or governor of the Kingdom of Servia ; but I cannot 
at present cite the year or the day, for want o f papers which I 
have not now by me.

“That prince sent off a deputation from Belgrade, half con­
sisting of military officers and half of civil, with the auditor gen­
eral of the kingdom, to go to a village where a famous vampire, 
several years deceased, was making great havoc among his kin; 
for note well, that it is only in their family and amongst their own 
relations that these blood-suckers delight in destroying our 
species. This deputation was composed of persons well known 
for their morality and even their information, of irreproachable 
character, and there were even some learned men amongst them. 
They were put to the oath ; and, accompanied by a lieutenant of 
the grenadiers of the regiment of Prince Alexander of Wirtem­
berg, and by twenty-four grenadiers of the said regiment.

“ All that were most respectable, and the Duke himself, who 
was then at Belgrade, joined this deputation, in order to be an 
eye-witness of the veracious proof about to be made.

“When they arrived at the place, they found that in the 
space of a fortnight the vampire, uncle of five persons, nephews 
and nieces, had already dispatched three of them and one of his 
own brothers. He had begun with his fifth victim, the beautiful, 
young daughter of his niece, and had already attacked her twice, 
when a stop was put to this said tragedy by the following opera­
tions.

“They repaired with the deputed commissioners to a village 
not iar from Belgrade, and that publicly", at nightfall, and went 
to the vampire’s grave. The gentleman could not tell me the time 
when those who had died had been attacked, nor the particulars of 
the subject. The persons whose blood had been sucked found 
themselves in a pitiable state of languor, weakness and lassitude, 
so violent is the torment. He had been interred three years, and 
they saw on his grave a light resembling that of a lamp, but not 
so bright.

“They opened the grave, and found there a man as whole 
and apparently as sound as any of us who were present; his hair 
and the hairs of his body, the nails, teeth and eyes as firmly fast 
as they now are in ourselves who exist, and his heart palpitating!
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“ Next they proceeded to draw him out of his grave, the body 
in truth not being flexible, but wanting neither flesh nor bone. 
Then they pierced his heart with a sort of round, pointed, iron 
lance; there came out a whitish and fluid matter mixed with blood.

. Then they cut off his head with a hatchet, like that 
used in England at executions. . . . And after all this they 
threw him back again into the grave, with quick-lime to consume 
him properly, and thenceforth his niece grew better. . . .
This is a notorious fact, attested by the most authentic documents, 
and passed or executed in sight of more than 1,300 persons, all 
worthy o f belief.

“ I send this the more fully to satisfy the curiosity o f the 
learned Abbé dom Calmet, and will give it to the Chevalier de St. 
Urbain to give to him; glad in that, as in everything else, to find 
an occasion of proving to him that I am his very humble servant, 
with veneration and respect, L. de Beloz, ci-devant Captain in the 
regiment of his Serene Highness of late Duke Alexander of Wir- 
temberg, and his Aide-de-Camp, and at this time Captain of First 
Grenadiers in the regiment of Monsieur the Baron Trenck.”

The learned Dom Calmet goes on :—
“ A relation of this same officer has written me word, the 17th 

October, 1746, that his brother, who has served during twenty 
years in Hungary, and has very curiously examined into every­
thing which is said there concerning ghosts, acknowledges that 
the people of that country are more credulous and more supersti­
tious than other nations, and they attribute the maladies which 
happen to them as spells. Nevertheless, he asserts, that some very 
strange and unaccountable things do happen in that country.

“At Warsaw, a priest, having ordered a bridler to make a 
saddle for his horse, died before the bridle was made, and, as he 
was one of those whom they call vampires, in Poland, he came 
out of his grave dressed as when inhumed, took his horse from 
the stable, mounted it, and went, in the sight o f all Warsaw, to 
the saddler’s shop, where at first he found only the saddler’s wife, 
who was frightened and called her husband. He came, and the 
priest, having asked for his bridle, he replied : ‘But you are dead, 
M. Curé!’ To which he answered: T am going to show you I am 
not,’ and at the same time struck him so hard that the poor sad­
dler died a few days after, and the priest returned to his grave.”

Stories of this character were reported constantly for a num­
ber of years. In Hungary alone, thousands of persons have been 
exhumed and mutilated on account of this belief in vampirism. 
Epidemics seemed to sweep over certain villages, and then dozens 
of people would be attacked by vampires at the same time. Thus,
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a girl named Stanoska, daughter of the Heyducq Jotiutzo, went 
to bed in perfect health, awoke in the middle o f the night, all in 
a tremble, uttering terrible shrieks, saying that the son of Millo, 
who had been dead nine weeks, had nearly strangled her in her 
sleep. She fell into a languid state from that moment, and at the 
end of three days she died. Seventeen more inhabitants of that 
village thereupon died within a few days of one another, for no 
assignable cause. The same thing happened in many of the 
smaller towns of Hungary, Silesia and Transylvania.

Thus, the learned author of “The Phantom World,”  writing 
of “ The Revenans or Vampires of Moravia,” says:—

“ I have been told by the late M. de Vassimont, Counsellor of 
the Chamber of the Counts of Bar, that having been sent into 
Moravia by his late Royal Highness Leopold, first Duke of Lor­
raine, for the affairs of the Prince Charles, his Brother, Bishop 
of Olmutz and Osnaburgh, he was informed by public report, 
that it was common enough in that country to see men who had 
died some time before, present themselves in a party, and sit down 
to table with persons of their acquaintance without saying any­
thing, but that nodding to one of the party, he would infalliby 
die some days afterwards. This fact was confirmed by several 
persons, and amongst others by an old cure, who said he had seen 
more than one instance of it.

“The bishops and priests of the country consulted Rome on 
so extraordinary a fact; but they received no answer, because, 
apparently, all these things were regarded there as simple visions, 
or popular fancies. They afterwards bethought themselves of 
taking up the corpses of those who came back in this way, or 
burning them, or of destroying them in some other manner. Thus 
they delivered themselves of the importunity of these specters, 
which are much less frequently seen than before. So said that 
good priest.”

These beliefs—held so strongly by the people of these coun­
tries—doubtless originated partly in the imagination and super­
stition of the people; partly in odd psychic phenomena, such as 
apparitions, dreams, hallucinations, etc.; and partly in certain odd 
physiological facts which were found to occur from time to time, 
as the result of circumstances today well understood. Fortunately, 
however, for the peace of the people, these vampires now seem to 
have vanished, very largely, from their midst; and doubtless, a 
few years from now, a curious traveller may travel even through 
Transylvania, “ the home of the vampire,” without finding even 
so much as a piece of his tail or a spot of blood, to show where he 
once resided!
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Answers to questions of general interest from “ Maris” and “ Jason,” 

two disembodied men now in what is called the spirit world who have, 
through the hands of their respective amanuenses, promised to impart what 
they know and answer to the best of their ability.

There is no death,
What seems so is transition.

This life o f mortal breath
Is but a suburb of the fields Elysian,

Whose portal we call death.

E d it o r ’s  N o t e :— Since the announcement of this special feature some 
of our friends imagine that we are claiming that these two “ wise men,” as 
we have called them, are great Adepts, Masters or Mahatmas. W e have 
no intention of giving any such impression.

W e are very far from thinking that any such Great Souls or highly 
developed beings, as are usually meant by the term Master, Adept, etc., 
would interest themselves in such work as this. W e have an attitude of 
the greatest reverence to such beings and a belief that except in very special 
cases their work in the guidance and spiritual uplift of humanity as a whole 
is o f far too lofty and general a nature to permit them to communicate 
with individuals, especially in this manner.

Judging from their writings, we feel justified in calling our friends 
Maris and Jason, wise men and sages. This is just what they appear to 
be. Men who when in the physical body were students o f  occultism and 
life, who since their departure to the Elysian fields have no doubt added 
much to their wisdom and who can tell us o f conditions there as they find 
them, and whose advice may be considered worthy o f careful thought.

They may be considered as plain human beings like ourselves, but with 
superior advantages through an enlarged consciousness.

W e hope that whatever they may say will be taken in this attitude and 
not blindly accepted as more authoritative than it is intended to be.

Question. I would like to ask Maris what he regards as the best evi­
dence that we mortals have, that spirits are present and communicating with 
us? W . S. B.

Answer. This question should have been worded in a different man­
ner, then I could have answered you to better advantage, but as you are 
awaiting my answer I will do the best I can.

The question is one of individuality entirely and depends upon the per­
son to be influenced. A  vision seen by one is regarded as an optical illusion 
by another.

There are thousands of ways in which the spirit will often try to mani­
fest its presence, but again I assert it rests with the individual mind as to 
whether the token is received as a spirit communication or not.

A  physical demonstration, such as the noise made by the shoes o f a 
mar. walking across the bare floor, the tap tap o f a pair o f spurs against a
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marble floor, would not convince a skeptic mind that a spirit fully accoutred 
was walking there; but the touch of a spirit hand gently stroking the hair of 
a loved one would be plainly felt, although that touch were as light as a breath 
of summer wind.

If the mind of the individual is not attuned to the idea of receiving 
spirit vibration it is indeed an effort to try and convince you of the plausibility 
of spirit communication.

Most people possess an innate fear and a curious dread of anything that 
savors of the supernatural, the very idea of a disembodied personality causes 
them to repel all advances on our part. While many feel the power that is 
invisible and intangible to them, they dread the unseen so much that it pro­
hibits all further demonstrations on our part.

The best evidence that we have (which is more important than that which 
you have) is the fact that all over the civilized world men are listening to 
spirit voices and hearkening to our advice in worldly affairs.

Highly educated and trained minds are accepting the fact of spirit 
communication, and it will not be long before the masses accept the fact as 
debated by these minds when they find that these theories are based upon 
scientific facts which are indisputable— such as our various prophecies con­
cerning the war, etc.

At present the world scarcely comprehends the mysterious power which 
few dispute exists in, shall we say, illimitable space; but to the vast ma­
jority it will remain a mystery, even to the most learned and scientific of 
men. Only the initiated and subtle mind trained to receive vibrations will 
accept our demonstrations without that fear of coming in contact with 
u s- M a r t s .

Question. Is it necessary for a human being to worship a god; and 
how can the feeling be developed by one who feels no reverence? What 
is God? V a l e r i e .

Answer. Religion is work; to labor is to pray. That is the answer to 
the first question. W e are given life that we may make a good use of it, 
and the best use to which life can be put is in living industriously and help­
fully. Standing still never helped a man or helped the world ; we must either 
stagnate or advance.

The man or woman who works, who lives a life that reason declares 
to be a good life, and who contrives to make some other being happy, is 
worshiping by act as well as by thought; for he that realizes the purposes 
of life is fulfilling the divine law.

Beholding life, we are led to wonder, because the reason is stirred by 
the marvellous works of creation, the measureless spaces of the heavens, 
the beauties of nature, the sublimity of that which is often revealed in our 
common humanity. We are stirred by what we see in life, and we are 
filled with wonder, which is but one form of worship

Can life be lived without realizing that a higher power exists and offer­
ing that power our reverence?

Possibly life may be lived without such a form of worship but it is 
not what we should consider the best sort of life: because life is comnosed 
of such manifold qualities as love, hope, faith and charitv and we lose it 
without ever learning the real cause of these impulses. If we seek to dis 
cover the secret by reason alone we only fail. The real cau=e lies far be
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yoncl our grasp. You cannot live a true, a good and noble life without 
worship of some kind, for every good deed is but its performance.

How can the feeling of worship be developed in one who feels no 
reverence ?

Make life what it ought to be in love, truth, unselfishness, work and 
helpfulness, learning how to make life a means to a higher end, and reverence 
will follow.

What is God?
The highest, strongest, most noble, most lovable and most uplifting 

attributes known to humanity but faintly reflect the power divine, the real­
ization of all creation in whom we live and move and have our being. No 
searching or definition can reveal the divine. By our spiritual growth alone 
can we ever come to a knowledge o f what men call God.

Ja s o n .

What are the conditions of departing souls when humanity is destroyed 
by such a holocaust as that which occurred recently at Halifax, and bodies 
are torn to bits? F. B. W .

Care not what becomes o f the body after death, but care for the fate 
of the soul.

The material is but a casing for the spirit, and therefore its dissolution 
can not affect the spirit.

The condition o f souls violenly torn from the earth is no different from 
that of souls who leave life in peacefulness.

The fate of the soul depends on the life that has been lived or in the 
aspirations of the individual while living.

The soul that is whirled into eternity by some catastrophe is led to its 
destiny just as readily as if it had passed from earth midst scenes o f love 
and tenderness.

No earthly power can destroy the soul or change its course after death. 
No end is there for the soul, but life beyond life until the realization o f the 
law of life is made perfect. Jason.
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A NORMAL LIFE 

By Eugene Dee M au

A normal life manifests an equal development of its faculties, 
the physical and mental functions being in conscious agreement. 
Health, happiness and harmony are normal. Disease, misery 
and discord are abnormal. While all conditions are natural, the 
results of immutable law, growth is ever from the abnormal to­
ward the normal.

The normal manifests equilibrium, common sense and a 
rounded development. It is approximated as a clearer perception 
o f right relations and proportions is reached, as more numerous 
points of view are combined and as a higher consciousness of the 
oneness of all things is attained.

The Universal Source of supply is unlimited, and as the in­
dividual’s need and demand are limited, the supply always ex­
ceeds the demand. The supply received measures exactly that 
to which one’s demand equitably entitles him. The manner in 
which one uses what he has determines what he shall receive. As 
one approaches more nearly normal conditions of health, harmony 
and happiness, he is able to express consciously an increasingly 
greater realization of the Universal Life.

Essentially growth is spiritual and is realized in an increased 
conversion into consciousness of the unconscious harmonies that 
one represents eternally. It is within one’s power consciously to 
express chords of ever-increasing harmonies. His plane of un- 
foldment prescribes how his vital energy shall be expended, and 
his method of expenditure determines the effectiveness of his 
demand for further vital supplies.

The more nearly normal one is, the more deeply he realizes 
that the slightest act has importance and significance. All things 
are related to and dependent on each other. Each atom is essential 
to the existence of the Universe so that not one may be anni­
hilated or lost. Not even a single thought can be destroyed. It 
may be transmuted into other forms or combinations but it cannot 
be blotted out of existence. It may be placed in changed rela­
tions only, and in some different manner devoted to its inherently 
beneficent purpose.

All material and physical forms are the manifestations of 
God, the Universe, the Infinite. All material forms are reproduc­
tions of their inner prototypes, and as the mind develops in con-
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sciousness its physical correspondence changes similarly. Man 
is both mental and physical but these are inseparable. The mental 
is the controlling and creative factor, while the physical is its 
molded counterpart. Man’s inner consciousness fashions his outer 
form, and the latter accommodates itself to the requirements of 
the former.

Mind and body are one: mind the positive and body the 
negative factor. Neither mind nor body may be neglected profit­
ably, and an understanding of their true relation shows the im­
possibility of overlooking the one without ignoring the other, 
lor they are inseparable.

Physical conditions denote the individual’s mental attitude 
and expression. What and how one thinks dominate his daily 
life. One’s actions are of great moment, but one cannot even 
move a finger without a prior thought. Physical action is thought 
in visible motion, the result of thought activity. It is a manifesta­
tion of thought from which it cannot be separated. The effect of 
any act on the Self is determined by its impelling thought.

A normal life ignores neither the physical nor the mental, 
for if either suffers both suffer. What and how one eats are 
important, but what and how one thinks and acts are far more 
important. What one does in the way of physical exercise in­
fluences him greatly, but his mental exercise has a more funda­
mental significance.

One’s thought first determines what and how he shall eat, 
drink and breathe, and the effect of these upon him depends upon 
their accompanying thought and existing conditions that are them­
selves the result of prior thought. Food provides the material 
through which life manifests, while thought represents life’s 
vital energy.

To manifest a normal life one must give consideration both to 
thought and act. He must have regard for the proper sustenance 
o f mind as well as body. There is no physical condition that 
may not be made to respond to mental changes, and no physical 
inharmony that may not be modified or neutralized by mental har­
mony. It is only as one lives normally that he may recuperate 
quickly from any unusual mental expenditure.

It is not wise to ignore such matters as breathing, diet, exer­
cise and clothing. One can utilize to advantage all his mental 
energies in promoting his development and his growth. He should 
live with as little friction and as much comfort as possible. Be­
cause mentally one can neutralize an inharmony manifested on 
the physical plane, is no good reason for cultivating such inhar­
monies.
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Why travel the circuitous route to harmony through discord 
that must be overcome, when such useless expenditure of one’s 
vitality may be avoided? While each individual must ascertain 
and determine his own physical as well as mental needs, this in 
no way precludes the existence of principles underlying the physi­
cal manifestations of life. In facts, primarily all food is mental, 
and all dietary laws necessarily must have spiritual significance.

Primarily man is mental. This does not mean that he is not 
physical nor that matter has no existence. Also, man is physical 
and matter exists. But while man is both mental and physical, 
the mental is the dominant and active partner. The body should 
r.ot be ignored, but its physical education should be directed from 
a mental viewpoint. Food and drink should be consumed and air 
breathed under mental conditions most advantageous to their 
ready assimilation. The mental and physical should be educated 
to a mutual understanding and a quick responsiveness to each 
other. They must act in unison if one would experience physical 
and mental harmony.

To manifest an exalted spiritual life one must cultivate mind 
and body so that they shall be in harmonious correspondence. 
Undue cultivation or neglect of either results in abnormal condi­
tions. If one forego either physical or mental needs he will suffer 
both physically and mentally. If one live a life devoted entirely 
to thought and devoid of physical activity, the physical will decay 
and will similarly affect the mental. If one’s thought-life is 
devoted entirely to the material, and the spiritual need is ignored, 
sooner or later both mental and physical suffer. The two are one, 
and in time together they stand or fall, grow or decay.

A normal life is indicative of mental and physical poise. 
Outwardly it manifests itself in a healthy co-operation of physical 
organs and functions. Physical man is a wondrous organism, 
one that is adapted exquisitely to the manifestation of harmonious 
action. This delicately adjusted instrument requires attention to 
all its parts, each of which primarily obtains its nourishment and 
exercise from the mind.

Mental and physical are correlated so that mental activity 
necessarily must be completed through physical means. Physical 
exercise incites suggestions in the brain. These involve sensations 
that impel a return of vital energy to the part exercised. As 
physical activity is essential to normal life, and as all outward 
forms are the manifestations of principle, it is evident that an 
harmonious physical development depends upon an observance 
of the inherent principles of correlated mental and physical 
activity. t
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As the physical form essentially is a unit, in order to mani­
fest health and harmony it is necessary that all of its parts should 
co-operate harmoniously. A normal life is the result of concerted 
action and development. Special observances in the way of diet, 
gymnastics or breathing may develop one form or function at 
the expense of others. Almost surely it will do so unless a con­
siderable degree of wisdom is displayed in their use.

It is only where physical exercises are guided by wise think­
ing that the human system will derive a general benefit from them. 
It is only through the power of right thinking that the exercise 
of a part enures to the benefit of the whole.

For a normal life to be manifested, all the organs and func­
tions of the body must be developed both from a mental and 
physical standpoint. Not only is the mental plane o f primary 
importance, but in the broadest sense there is no other, for 
every physical activity is the product and result of thought. The 
permanent value of any action depends upon the quality and quan­
tity of the underlying actuating thought, both conscious and sub­
conscious, and the degree that it represents a conception of unity 
or of separation.

While especial stress must be laid upon the mental, the 
physical cannot be neglected. It is true that primarily thought 
molds the life, but in addition to thought there is the instrument 
of its manifestation. The quality and quantity of thought gen­
erated within a given time and at a given expense is influenced 
more or less by the condition of the instrument of generation. 
After thought is generated it has to be distributed, and its effec­
tiveness on and through the organism in large measure depends 
upon the latter’s condition.

The physical instrument is transmitter as well as receiver. 
Assuming a given unit of thought generation, that portion is 
wasted which is devoted to overcoming the unnecessary obstruc­
tions of an inharmonious physical manifestation. To receive the 
best results from thought activity, one’s body must be attuned 
harmoniously enough to respond instantly to mental suggestions 
and commands. While thought is the propelling power, the body 
is the instrument in which it is generated and through which it is 
directed and diffused. The proportion of vital energy that is 
devoted wisely or wasted ignorantly depends upon the construc­
tion and condition of the instrument it uses.

The normal life is one of harmony and happiness, represent­
ing a condition that every individual is desirous of attaining. It 
may be cultivated into manifestation, and it is important that he 
who would live normally should have an understanding of the
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most satisfactory methods of attainment, thought lies at the 
basis of all action and governs both the appropriation and distri­
bution of vital energy. How and what one shall think is of prime 
importance. Each individual is the arbiter of his own fate, so that 
nothing can be of greater value than the ability consciously to 
direct his life along lines of mental harmony and physical health.

The vital consciousness of universal harmony and unity in­
duces the thought and act that, in turn, impel normal physical 
conditions. Realization of this fact brings with it a true sense of 
proportion. It enables one to avoid extremes, to realize that 
diversity is only in appearance, and to discern underlying har­
monies. When intellectually one conceives the idea of the benefi­
cent unity of principle, and interprets and expresses this concep­
tion positively, he places himself consciously in harmony with his 
surroundings and thus loses the sense of separateness or inhar­
mony, however discordant his external conditions or environ­
ment may appear.

If one would be normal not only must he understand life’s 
principles but he must live them; he must live a life of integrity; 
he must realize the good in all things; he must examine all ques­
tions from as many points of view as possible; he must think 
justly and act accordingly; his philosophy of life must be vital and 
positive, permeating every thought and act; he must live vitally 
both on the mental and physical planes; he must exercise his 
mental faculties and physical functions constantly and conjointly.

One’s thought forces govern his life completely. Each in­
dividual is a thought form, representative of all his past and 
present thinking. Most of one’s thought is on the subconscious 
plane, and much of one’s conscious thought is directed ignorantly. 
It is essential that one make an intelligent use of his thought 
forces if he is to bring about desirable conditions. When he has 
assimilated spiritual conceptions through living his ideals, they 
wih place him in correspondence consciously with the harmonies 
they represent.

One who devotes much time to the systematic education and 
exercise of the physical, usually ignores or under-estimates the 
influence of the mental. In time he will come to see the mental 
as the dominating factor, even while he gives due attention to 
the physical. His gradual attainment of mental poise evidences 
itself in increasing physical harmony until it ensures to him the 
aim of human existence—A Normal Life.
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Psychic Faculty and Psychic Pozver
One hears a great deal in Theosophical circles o f the develop­

ment of psychic faculty or psychic power, the words being used 
interchangeably. There is, however, a wide difference between 
the two terms.

Both may be said to be of two kinds— let us call them positive 
and negative.

For instance, the psychic faculties of a medium, who is clair­
voyant or clairaudient, or who has the ability to psychometrize, 
are faculties with which he or she is born and, perhaps, has devel­
oped by practice. That is to say, in consequence of some abnormal 
condition of the physical and astral bodies, the medium is what we 
may term peculiarly gifted in this respect. These are negative.

But the psychic faculties which are developed in the devotee 
to the higher life by the purification and strict discipline of the 
bodies, by the purification and building up of character, and by the 
development of the powers of concentration and meditation, are 
not only greatly superior in every way to those of the medium or 
sensitive, but are definitely under control of the will, and so are 
positive in every sense.

Psychic faculty is the becoming conscious of higher or subtler 
states of matter or, otherwise expressed, of responding to more 
rapid or subtler vibrations. The ability to see, hear, smell, touch 
or taste, astrally, as the ordinary man does physically, means that 
the sense organs of the astral body (which correspond to those 
of the physical body) are sufficiently developed to perform their 
intended functions; but these sense organs— no matter on what 
plane we may consider them— are the gnanendriyas, or organs of 
perception— i. e., receptive, so that although we have divided 
psychic faculty into positive and negative, as a whole we may 
class it as essentially negative and the other pole psychic power, 
which is active, outgoing force, as essentially positive.

Psychic power is also of two classes, that of the medium 
whose bodies are used for the manifestation o f that power by 
others and which is by that medium uncontrollable and therefore 
in a sense negative, and the power developed so to control the un­
seen forces of Nature that one may use them and operate them at 
will, which may be termed the positive aspect.

Psychic powers will also correspond to the karmendriyas or 
organs of action of the physical body, hands, feet, etc., so that the
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actual use of our astral legs or arms, the speaking and acting on 
that plane, would be psychic powers just as hearing or seeing 
would be psychic faculties.

Psychic faculty and psychic power do not by any means neces­
sarily go together. The faculty may be developed without any 
power, and the power without any faculty, although one must 
eventually stimulate the growth of the other.

The power of the will acting through thought, the image 
making of the mind, are distinctly psychic powers. The Christian 
Scientist or Mental Healer uses them constantly and may not have 
the faintest bit of astral consciousness. The hypnotist also has 
psychic power, but perhaps the greatest illustration is the magi­
cian, white or black, who, by the instrumentality of his developed 
will power can constrain to his bidding human and non-human 
beings, as well as bring about the most startling o f physical 
phenomena.

Neo Platonism
which was the Theosophy of the early Christian centuries, 

will give us much reinforcement to our present ideas in the close 
similarity of its doctrines with those of the Vedas and modern 
Theosophy.

Plato’s idea of God was that He was superior to Beings but 
not to Idea, while Plotinus, the pupil of Ammonius Saccas and the 
great exponent of Neo Platonism, declared God to be superior to 
Idea and therefore unknowable. In both these teachings we have 
the Manifested and Unmanifested God of Theosophy, and the 
Parabrahm, of w'hich the Taitterivopanishad says, “ From Whom 
all words fall back, not reaching Him, and Mind as well.”

Like Theosophy the basis of the whole system of Neo Platon­
ism was the idea of Oneness, the essential unity of all in God and 
all emanating from Him, just as the same Upanishad so beauti­
fully and illuminatingly describes the idea in the following: “ He 
willed—May I be many— may I take birth. He thought out 
thought He thought, thus thinking out did emanate this all what­
ever is. This emanating (thus), he verily did this pervade. Per­
vading this both being and beyond did He become, both the defined 
and the indefinite, the based and baseless, the conscious and the 
unconscious, the true too and the false. The That which is’ be­
came whatever is.”

This teaching is also strongly emphasized in a great part of 
the Bhagavad Gita, and is above all other ideas the fundamental 
rock on which all the philosophies and religions are built.

From this One, the Neo Platonists taught, comes the three-
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fold principle of Deity— spirit, soul, body— both macrocosmic and 
microcosmic, man and the universe being essentially identical. By 
thought (Logos) of the Universal Mind (Nous) the world soul 
becomes. It is the image and product of the motionless nous and 
stands between it and the phenomenal world, permeated by the 
former in contact with the latter. This Nature is a contemplative 
and creative energy which gives form to matter, form and thought 
being one and the same. Theosophists will easily see the Triune 
Logos here.

Neo Platonism taught of four states of consciousness or four 
spheres. The Inward where Spirit lives an ecstatic life, the union 
of the individual with all, corresponding exactly to Nirvana. 
Then Lethe, a period of transition, unconsciousness of the all, 
veiled in individuality, forgetting its real self— equivalent to the 
Theosophic plane of the Ego. Then the sphere of dreams, com­
parable to the Mental and Astral planes, and lastly, this physical 
plane. This quarternary division approximates very closely to 
that of the Kabbala, Atziloth archetypal, Briah creative, Yetzirah 
Formative and Assiah substantial.

Ethics were divided in three. The lowest the negative avoid­
ance of evil. Next the higher virtues, only obtained by philoso­
phers whose aim was the destruction of passions and preparation 
of the soul for its mystic union with the spirit; and lastly, the 
At-one-ment.

Space will not permit further comparison, but a study of Neo 
Platonism will benefit all students of Theosophy.
Theosophy in the Trenches

As a general thing, young people especially young men, do 
not take much interest in Theosophy or any other branch of deeper 
thought.

The period of youth, even up to thirty years o f age or more, 
is one in which the astral body is most active, and the higher 
reaches of the mind not yet functioning. Thought and desires are 
principally for pleasure, material success, “having a good time,” 
the society of the opposite sex, etc. Young married people are 
naturally most interested in each other and their children. All 
their hopes, thoughts, wishes, are on the material plane. It takes 
trouble, disillusion and very often death to stir to activity the 
desire to understand the deeper things of life, to stimulate the 
more spiritual side of the nature and, as a rule, this does not come 
until middle age.

At this time, however, our young people are being brought 
face to face with the serious things as never before. Our young
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men in their hundreds of thousands, probably millions, are con­
sciously taking the chance of death, wounds and sickness, of hard­
ship and suffering— as are also their sweethearts, wives and 
mothers through them. There must be few among them who do 
not find themselves suddenly translated from a more or less placid, 
thoughtless life, into a world of big and real things, of human pas­
sion and strong emotion— a change which must cause thought and 
consideration of the problems of God, man, life, death, etc.

There is no philosophy or religion of the past or present which 
has in it the answers to these problems, the satisfaction to the rea­
son, the solace to suffering, so complete, so convincing and so clear 
as Theosophy— and this time is unique in the opportunity it af­
fords to believers in the teachings to spread them. All theoso- 
phists should make a special effort to get literature into the camps, 
the trenches, warships and transports; to lecture on reincarnation, 
karma, the life after death, etc., before our soldiers and sailors. It 
is work for which students of Theosophy are especially equipped 
which only they can do, and it is therefore their dharma. To 
theosophists this work will be in the very best sense “ doing their 
bit,” and all other activities should be made subservient to it.

What better work could possibly be done than to give all 
concerned sound reasons for a finer courage, a certainty of con­
tinued existence, a knowledge of the absolute justice o f all things, 
a surety of no real parting from those we love, a vision of helpful­
ness to others, the value of the virtues and the deadliness of the 
vices.

If we could but make the authorities realize what Theo­
sophy would or could do to the soldiers and sailors, how eager 
they would be for our services, but, as it is, we should fight 
prejudice, and do our utmost to spread among our boys the great 
message with which we are charged.

Where is H. P. B .f
In the December number of The Messenger appears a report 

of an address of Mr. or should we call him “ Bishop” C. W. 
Leadbeater, in Sidney, Australia, in which he purports to give to 
the members of the Lodge there a message from Madame Bla- 
vatsky.

He says of course you know that Madame Blavatsky lives 
now in a masculine body which she took directly she left the 
other one”— “ she is now an Indian with rather an ascetic looking 
face— a very strong face of course”

The message itself which the Right Reverend speaker says 
he tried his best to get down but is a little doubtful about the
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exact wording, is about as unlike what the H. P. B. we know would 
have said as anything could be. It is reminiscent of the trite 
and platitudinous messages received from denizens of the 
“ Summerland” at an ordinary Spiritualistic circle. Although 
the sender is supposed to be in another incarnation, it was evi­
dently and presumably obtained psychically.

In the course o f years we have heard many and conflict­
ing stories of the return of H. P. B. to physical embodiment, 
emanating from the leaders of the T. S., but nothing at all in 
the way of evidence. Those students of Theosophy who will 
dare to use their own gray matter and who have evolved from 
the “ sponge” stage, will have very grave doubts as to the veracity 
of these statements and will be much more likely to agree with 
what is said in a new book “ Realms of the Living Dead,” by 
Harriette A. and F. Homer Curtiss, which we quote here,—

“ We can, therefore, say from positive personal knozdedge 
and with special authorization that this Great Teacher has not 
incarnated again, as has been frequently reported, and has no 
intention of doing so again in this Race or even in this World 
period. For to do so would involve the loss o f at least twenty 
or twenty-five years of precious time during the most vital period 
of this transitional cycle of the Race, while the new brain and 
the personality of the new body was being trained as a fitting 
instrument. Incarnation would also limit the activities o f that 
Teacher to a single human personality, whereas by remaining in 
the higher Realms of the Astral the activities are unlimited and 
can be carried on with an hundred groups o f followers as well 
as with one, each emphasizing some special phase o f the Great 
Work that might not appeal to the other groups and working 
with people who would not be attracted to the higher life through 
any other channel.”

In this we have a flat contradiction to Mr. Leadbeater, et al.
The writer must confess to feeling that the latter statement 

is much the more probable and that Bishop ( ?) Leadbeater as 
he has long suspected is; to paraphrase Disraeli’s words, intoxi­
cated with the exuberance of his vivid imagination.

A great sorrow at one stroke purchases redemption from all petty 
troubles, it sinks all trivial annoyances into nothingness and grants a life­
long freedom from all petty, corroding cares.

E l b e r t  H u b b a r d .
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( Continued)

44. — The Moon in conjunction with Saturn is found to be 
sn evil day for any work.

45. —The Moon in conjunction with Jupiter is found to be 
a good day in all human affairs.

46. —The Moon in conjunction with Mars is observed to be 
unfortunate for every purpose.

47. —The Moon in conjunction with the Sun is only fit for 
private business. He that then shall fall sick, dies.

48. — The Moon in conjunction with Venus shows a good day, 
chiefly in love matters.

49. —When the Moon is in conjunction with Mercury it is 
good, but principally in contracts and writings.

50. —The Moon in opposition to Saturn denotes an ill day in 
all kinds of things or business.

51. —The moon in opposition to Jupiter denotes a good day 
in all kinds of things. (W e would rather believe that such busi­
ness would be costly.)

52. —The Moon in opposition to Mars, you are advised not 
to begin anything important on that day.

53. —The Moon in opposition to the Sun, is not good for any 
manner of business.

54. —The Moon in opposition to Venus shows a laudable day 
in all kinds of business (believe it who will).

*55.—The Moon in opposition to Mercury shows a good day 
for all things, except writings and contracts.

56—The Moon in square to Saturn shows a bad day, chiefly 
m meeting with kings, great persons, nobles, etc. Let not emi­
nent persons then take journeys, for they will prove ill. He that 
falls sick will hardly escape.

. • ^ e  Moon in square to Jupiter shows a good day for
gaining access to great men, to obtain friends.

58. V  hen the Moon is in square to Mars, that day is un­
fortunate for all things, chiefly in contending with great men

59. W hen the Moon is in square to The Sun it is an ill

*We sh ou ld  prefer the trine or sextile. however, as squares or opposi­
tions ever denote discord or enmity.
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day for diseased persons; also to go to obtain the favors of great 
persons.

60. — The Moon in square to Venus is good in all things, 
chiefly in wooing and dallying.

61. — The Moon in square to Mercury is a good day to mer­
chandize, to study, or converse with kings.

62. — The Moon in sextile to Saturn is a good day to con­
verse with ancient people or begin any work of a saturnine nature.

63. — The Moon in sextile to Jupiter is a good time to settle 
things to do works of charity and justice.

64. — The Moon in sextile to Mars is a good day to engage 
an enemy, to reduce or divide an army.

65. — The Moon in sextile to the Sun shows a good time to 
manage the affairs of kings and great persons.

66. —The Moon to the sextile of Venus shows an excellent 
time in all things, chiefly in love.

67. — The Moon to the sextile of Mercury is a good day f_>r 
contracts, agreements, merchandizing, sealing of writings, etc.

68. — The Moon to the trine of Jupiter declares a good day 
in all things, but chiefly to meet kings and judges.

69. — The Moon to trine o f Saturn is a good day to build, 
till, etc., and to talk with magistrates and grave persons.

70. — The Moon in trine to Mars is a good day to begin war, 
to end controversies, to hunt, to discourse soldiers, etc.

71. — The Moon in trine to the Sun is a good day to meet 
or speak with kings, princes and nobles.

72. — The Moon in trine to Venus denotes an excellent day 
in all things, chiefly in marriages or love matters.

73. — The Moon in trine to Mercury is a good day to con­
verse with lawyers, scribes, secretaries, etc. (and, we may add, 
to commence the writing of manuscripts or letters).

74. — When Saturn is in the ascendant, he hurts the Question, 
when retrogade there he destroys it.

75. — When Saturn is in the tenth house, either in nativity 
or questions, he destroys the mqst hopeful things.

76. — When Saturn is in the seventh house, he often changeth 
the business and brings much mischief.

77. — When Saturn is in the fourth house, he declares an un­
happy end of every business or undertaking.

78. — In any geniture, election, or question whatever, Saturn 
bindeth, Jupiter dissolveth.

79. — When the Moon separates from Jupiter or Venus, she 
undoes what happens to be bound by Mercury.

80. — Whatever Mars at any time bindeth, Venus sets free.
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( Continued)

3) in 6 or || with iff.— This brings sudden changes and 
varied conditions into the life, either good or bad, according to 
the other aspects and positions. The mind is restless and impul­
sive, and has excellent ability, but should be kept free from preju­
dice. There is strong personal magnetism, not always pleasant 
to everyone. There may be irregular sex life, and if either planet 
is in the seventh house, probable divorce. Either planet in the third 
or ninth gives much travel.

]) in A  or ^  with iff.—This gives an original scope to the 
mind, which is striving to break away from conventional ideas. 
It strongly favors construction and invention, and aids to bring 
progressive ideas to the front. There is often great interest in 
the occult, and probable study of different phases of the subject, 
particularly if Mercury favors. It is an excellent aspect for an 
electrician or chemist. The advice is to associate with progressive 
people and to cultivate thoughtfulness.

3) in 8 or □ with iff.— An unfortunate aspect, bringing 
sudden changes of an adverse character. With an inharmonious 
Mercury, there are mental troubles. Probably trouble from stran­
gers and the opposite sex, causing loss, sorrow, or both. Lia­
bility to accidents and all sorts of unexpected happenings. Use 
thoughtful care in everything, and avoid going to extremes.

3) in d or || with tJL— The physical desires and the emo­
tions are accentuated. Weird experiences in the life when the 
other planets aspect Neptune. The native is often misunderstood 
and there is need of careful introspection and self-control on his 
part. There is great interest in psychism, and the study of ra­
tional occultism will be beneficial. Mercury and Venus in good 
aspect also give great artistic ability.

3) in A  or *  with tjf.— This increases the emotions and 
sympathies, and benefits the personality. It gives success in art. 
music, and inspirational writing, if favored by Mercury or Venus. 
There is success in businesses dealing with liquids and delicacies. 
Neptune in seventh house under this aspect gives strong intuitive 
and mediumistic qualities and sex affinity.

3) in 8  or □ with Vp.— This ascept tends to weaken the
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moral nature and increases susceptibility to sensuality. There is 
danger from excess with drugs, alcohol or the sex function. The 
feelings are acute, the impulses strong, and may lead to acts of 
indiscretion. This increase of feeling applies to all aspects o f the 
Moon with Neptune. The conjunction and adverse aspects often 
lead to mental ill-health and nervous diseases, this depending on 
position and on the aspects o f other planets.

£ in d or 11 with $ .— Artistic and musical ability, which 
aid in the writing of poetry and stories and in procuring social 
distinction. The mind is cheerful and hopeful, fond of refined 
recreation and of neat and dainty employments. Much depends 
on the sign and house.

$ in A or jc with ? .— The artistic and color faculties are 
usually well developed, and, other things being favorable, the 
native succeeds in artistic work. The nature is free and light­
hearted, with ability to entertain by music, singing, and story­
telling. This aspect aids in marriage, friendship and money­
making, also in dealing with women and with literary and profes­
sional people.

$ in §  or □ with $ .— Tendency to small deceits and cun­
ning. Over-fondness for dress, jewelry and things of a sensuous 
nature. Mental obstacles in the way of developing or o f expres­
sing the better qualities o f Venus. There is lack o f intuition 
and often a disregard of the finer and more sympathetic ideals of 
human nature, but never harshness or viciousness, without ad­
verse aspect of Mars.

£ in d or || with O .— There is brightness and aptness of 
the mind, but much depends on the signs and house, and of course 
on other contributing aspects. The mind lacks deep perception 
and profound contemplation ,unless there be also a strong, good 
aspect o f Saturn. There are a few advanced persons who may 
receive great mental strength from this conjunction, but for the 
large majority of people Mercury and the Sun should be at least 
7 degrees apart.

( N o t e .— These are the only aspects Mercury can make with 
the Sun, except a semi-sextile of 28 degrees.)

$ in d or 11 with S .— Gives strong mental activity, and 
without the steadying aspects o f Saturn or Jupiter may result 
in brain trouble from overwork or excitement. The mind is 
keen, quick to perceive, and liable to be too much given to opti­
mism and exaggeration, with a desire to be foremost in every­
thing. Note sign and house position and the aspects o f other 
planets.

$ in A or >k with $ .— There is excellent mental energy
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with ability to use the mind to good effect in almost any direction 
shown in the chart. The native is alert, sharp and witty, though 
sometimes sarcastic. There is manual dexterity and effective 
mechanical ability; excellent technique in drawing, music, sculp­
ture, engineering and scientific work of all kinds.

5 in 8 or □ with S .— Usually gives good intellectual 
ability, but the native is apt to be indiscreet in both writing and 
speaking, and strongly resents interference or opposition to his 
plans or desres. He often meets with troubles or difficulties aris­
ing mainly from his own indiscretions. There is danger of acci­
dents due to impulsive actions, their nature depending on the sign 
and house. The mental tendency is forceful, impatient, argu­
mentative and combative.

$ in 6 or 11 with I f .— The native is optimistic, generous- 
minded, of sound judgment, excellent intuition; and there is a 
deep, broad religious trend to the mind. This is a good aspect 
for any business of a mental character, and aids to general suc­
cess in life, especially in matters relating to law, church, science 
or literature. The disposition is generally kind, honest, sympa­
thetic and humane.

$ in A or with If.— There is the same excellent judg­
ment and broad-mindedness delineated from the conjunction. 
The mind is clear, philosophical, and shows wise discrimination 
in matters of learning and of business. There is toleration of the 
religion and of the ideas of others, with a desire always to do 
right. Like the conjunction or parallel, this aspect aids in pro­
fessional work and in all mental accomplishments appertaining 
to law, church and state.

$ in 8 or □ with If.— This is an unfortunate aspect for 
the mentality, bringing disappointments and interruptions in edu­
cation ; difficulties about law-suits, contracts and agreements. The 
mind is active but not sufficiently hopeful or confident, and with 
adverse aspect of Saturn there is probable scandal or slander, 
dissension and disagreements in business, church and social 
affairs.

$ in d or ) j with I?.— If unaffiicted, this is one of the best 
aspects for a profound thinker. It aids to sound judgment, good 
memory, strength of will-power, persistence and achievement of 
all rational undertakings. If the positions favor, there is strong- 
interest in occult matters and the study or investigation of these. 
There is success in science, research and philosophy.

$ in A or *  with T? .— Any good aspect of Mercury to 
Saturn aids the intellect, and there is success in any capacity 
where tact, caution, diplomacy and perseverance are needed. If
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Mercury be in either the first, third, or ninth house, the condi­
tions favor travel, writing, lecturing, or any scientific or intel­
lectual pursuit. This aspect is often found in the horoscope of 
a self-made person, in so far as the self-making relates to educa­
tion or achievement. It also favors the study of hygiene and 
medicine.

? in 8  or □ with I?.— There are few more disagreeable 
aspects than Mercury adverse to Saturn. Whatever the native 
undertakes, circumstances seem to arise to oppose him. He 
meets with delays, obstacles and disappointments, all in accord 
with the sign and house indications. There may be sorrow, poor 
health, lack of employment, theft, failure and deception, errors 
in judgment, lack of initiative, interference with plans by friends, 
neighbors or relatives, or it may be that the native himself is 
mainly the cause of his troubles. He should avoid publicity and 
live as simply as possible.

$ in 6 or || with JfL— Favors original ideas and inven­
tions. The native is interested in astrology and occultism in gen­
eral. He is liable to generate too much nervous energy and to 
become irritable at times. May be erratic and “ cranky.” Abrupt 
in speech and independent in manner. Frequently is noted as 
a genius.

$ in A or with 1ft.— Like the conjunction it gives an 
original type o f mind, but probably more pleasant. Mental per­
ception, intuition, and analytical faculty are strong. With a 
good aspect of Venus or Jupiter to Mercury, it is one of the best 
aspects for intellectual and spiritual progress. Either planet in 
the third or ninth house brings much travel and the making of 
new acquaintances.

$ in 8  or □ with ift.— Often produces a carping, sarcastic 
turn of mind, given to undue criticism and hasty judgment. The 
nervous system is unbalanced and needs soothing treatment. It 
brings criticism and opposition from others, and the native needs 
to exercise great self-control and to learn that he cannot reform 
the world to his way of thinking in a day.

$ in 6 or || with tJJ.— Gives peculiar religious views; the 
native is inclined to take up with ideas not in accord with the 
majority of people. He may have ideas in advance o f his time 
or he may be an ordinary visionary dreamer. There is tendency 
to follow stronger intellects, and the mind should be trained to 
scientific accuracy and logical methods.

(To be continued)
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M y  d e a r  “ I n f a n t ”  :

B ein g  a gran dm oth er, I can n ot resist the im p u lse  the take y o u  upon my 
lap fo r  a little talk about h ered ity , fo r  y o u r  rem ark s sh o w  m e that I left 
altogether too  m uch fo r  the im agiation  and  d id  n o t fu lly  en ou g h  explain 
m y prem ise. Y o u  see, w hen  I w rote  abou t h ered ity , som e y ea rs  ago , it was 
fo r  students w h o  w ere  fam iliar w ith  the basis  o f  m y  tea ch in gs , so I did 
not realize w hen  I  gave that m an u scrip t to  A z o t h  h o w  m y  ideas m ight con­
flict w ith such m inds as you rs , and th e re fo re  I am  e x tre m e ly  g ra te fu l to 
you  fo r  g iv in g  m e the opportu n ity  to  m ake som e fu r th e r  statem ents.

T h e prem ise observed  is that All Things o r ig in a te  w ith  the Spirit o f 
G o d  united to  the M oth er  C o n sc io u sn e ss ; that e v e ry  fo r m  fr o m  a Sun to a 
g ru b  and a grub  to  a rock  is the result o f  that D iv in e  Im p u lse .

T h e re fo re  every generative act in the rea lm s o f  n a tu re  is the “ Spirit 
o f  G od  m ov in g  upon  the fa ce  o f  the W a te r s .”  W h e r e  L ig h t is, there is 
L ife — w here L ife  is, there is C on sciou sn ess— and the g ro w th  o f  con sciou s­
ness individualized  in Soul. T h e  evolu tion  o f  species  dep en d s u pon  the 
g row th  o f  the soul from within, and fo r m  dep en d s u p on  the ra tio  o f  this 
g row th .

A ll the experim en ts w ith  N ature th rou gh  M a n ’ s in te lligent application  
o f  his increased  states o f  con sciou sn ess are bu t the e x p a n s io n s  o f  laws 
already existent and are on ly  d ifferen tia tion s o f  e x a g g e ra tio n s  o f  form  
th rou gh  applied  co -op era tion  w ith  N ature. T h e  S p ir it  o f  G o d  an d  the Soul 
are back  o f  every  d em on stra tion !

T h e  rock  has life , and so  has the gru b , and  each  has a  ra tio  o f  con ­
sciousness. M a n  m ay not be able to  detect it e x c e p t  he re co g n ize s  this 
prem ise. T h e re fo re  the H e re d ity  o f  plant l i fe  and o f  an im al li fe  depends 
u p on  the ratio p rod u ced  b y  con tact, and is o f  the S ou l, n o t o f  the b o d y  or 
fo rm  produ ced .

M r. L uther B urbank, in p rod u cin g  varieties and  e x a g g e ra tio n s  o f  plant, 
vegetable and fru it life , is the instrum ent o f  applied in te lligen ce  f o r  increas­
in g  the ratios o f  v ibration  b y  m anipulation  and con ta ct in certa in  plants 
and shrubs, and m arvelous results he has a tta in e d ; but h is p ro d u ctio n s  can ­
not e fface  the prem ise that the S p irit o f  G o d  and in d iv id u a lized  S o u l are 
back  o f  every  con tact, oth erw ise  l i fe  w ou ld  n ot be sustained to  p rod u ce  
fo rm , and any on e w h o  has tasted the fru its  o f  these ex p erim en ts  k n ow s 
that w hat they have gained in quantity they have lost in quality .

S o , in the sam e w ay, breeders o f  anim als perpetu ate certa in  desired  
characteristics by  sim ilar m e a n s ; it is the Soul o f  the anim al that respon ds 
to  the intelligence o f  m an to  p rod u ce  the desired  resu lts in fo rm .

Scientists have gone so fa r  as to  p rod u ce  life , but th ey  h ave n ot been 
able to  sustain it.

T h e  “ F a ll”  o f  hum an nature w as in the degradation  o f  th is creative 
fo rce  fo r  se lf-gratification , fro m  w h ich  the sins o f  the w o r ld  h ave a ccu m u ­
lated and w ith  w hich  the H ered ity  o f  the hum an S ou l has been  grap p lin g

W h e n  m an pays equal attention to  the breed in g  o f  h is o ffsp r in g  that 
he pays to  the b reed in g  o f  his anim als and plants, the ratio  o f  p e r fe c t io n  
in the hum an species w ill be so  increased that the age o f  the G od s w ill be 
at hand.

56
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In ou r  sy m b o log y  the Su n  is the sym bol o f  S p ir it and  the blue depths 
o f  S pace  is the sym bol o f  the M o th e r  C on sciou sn ess  : the M o o n  is the sym ­
b o l o f  the in d iv idu a lized  S ou l, and the c ro ss  is the sym b ol o f  the b od y . 
T h e  “ E g o ”  is the S p irit, the con sciou sn ess  th rou gh  w h ich  it w o rk s  is the 
S ou l, and  the b o d y  is its instrum ent f o r  con ta ct w ith  E a rth ’s ex p erien ces  
by  and th rou gh  w h ich  a con tin u ity  o f  con sciou sn ess  is m ainta ined . Y o u  
are right w h en  you  say that “ C on tin u ity  o f  C on sciou sn ess  and H ere d ity  
in terp lay .”  I h ope  I have not w earied  y o u . N o w  y o u  m ay  get dow n .

V e r y  s in cere ly ,
G e r t r u d e  d e  B i e l s k a .

D e a r  E d t io r  :
F ro m  m y  use o f  the w o rd s  “ S u bstan ce  an d  S h a d o w s”  in a recen t p r i­

vate w ritin g , as w ell as fr o m  oth er  ex p ress ion s , y o u  are  ev id en tly  im pressed  
w ith  the idea  that I h o ld  som e p ecu lia r tenets n ot in a cco rd  w ith  the tenor 
o f  the gen eral w orld . P lease  note that I use the w o rd  “ T en or .”

Y o u  v ery  k in d ly  su ggest that y o u  w ill be g lad  to  pu blish  an article  fr o m  
m y pen . “ O n  say, R ea l K n o w le d g e  o r  S u bstan ce an d  S h a d o w  o r  som e­
th ing like th at.”

I f  a n y th in g  th a t I  m ig h t be ab le  to  w rite  in p a rtic u la r  fo r m  co u ld  be 
the m e a n s  o f  d o in g  an y  g o o d , I  sh o u ld  c e rta in ly  fe e l h o n o re d  b y  th e  su g ­
g e stio n , fo r  I  fe e l a ssu re d  th a t in the la u n c h in g  o f  y o u r  m a g a z in e , A z o t h , 
y o u  h a v e  h o n estly  sta rted  on  a  w o r th y  m iss io n , an d  o n e  v e r y  t im e ly  u n d er  
the p resen t co n d itio n  o f  the se g re g a io n  o f  th e  w o r ld ’ s p eo p le s , th e ir  n a ­
tion al id io sy n cra cie s , th e ir  re lig io u s  p ro p e n sities  an d  th e ir  scien tific  g l im ­
m e rin g s .

T h e  w o r ld  in general I find to  be g o v e rn e d  b y  u n fa ilin g  scien tific  law s, 
w h ich  run on  n ever d ev ia tin g  lines o f  C ause an d  E ffe c t . C on sciou sn ess  
o f  these law s is the on ly  True Knowledge o f  w h ich  I at p resen t am  able to  
con ce iv e , but R ea l K n o w le d g e  I  con ce iv e  to  be  a n yth in g  o f  w h ich  w e  are 
con sciou s , becau se to  be  con sc iou s  o f  e ither g o o d  o r  ev il, so  ca lled , is 
real k n ow led ge , as p er  the W o r k s h o p  o f  G o d oth erw ise  ca lled  “ G en esis .”

In  that w ork sh op  I find all “ S u b sta n ceall law s p rom u lga ted , all p r in ­
cip les  set fo rth , all in stru ction s p erta in in g  to  L i f e  and to  D eath , and  the 
general opera tion s o f  C ause  an d  E ffe ct . E ven  Im a g in a tion , de legated  a lon e 
to  M an , w as created  and  sent fo r th  in to th is M u n d a n e  sph ere  o f  ou rs , under 
d ifferen t departm ental P o w e rs  o f  G od . T h ese  several p o w e rs  w e re  m ade 
in the U n iversa l w ork sh op , and  g iven  p ositive  and n egative  L o rd sh ip s  ov e r  
ev ery th in g  that in that w o rk sh o p  w a s  M ade.

H o w  m any o f  y o u r  m ost in telligent readers w ill be able to  g ra sp  at 
a g lan ce the S ubstance w h ich  I cla im  to  be con ta in ed  in that last p a ra gra p h  ? 
A n d  h ow  m any w ill be able to  app ly  it to  the p resen t con d ition  o f  the gen ­
eral w orld , and a lso  the segregated  co n d itio n  o f  the w o r ld ’s p eop le , w ith ou t 
gettin g  their m inds tangled  w ith  the co n fu se d  p resen ta tion s o f  w h at are 
term ed “ T ru e  R e lig io n s .”

R e lig ion  is presented  to  the m ind  o f  m an under e v ery  sort o f  a nam e. 
O n e , perhaps, n o  better o r  w orse  than an oth er, so  lo n g  as it p leases the 
fa n cy  o f  the on e  w h o  fo l lo w s  i t ;  but, like theatres, m ov in g -p ic tu re  sh ow s, 
and fak eries at fa irs , they b ecom e  riva lrou s . and  d estroy  as m u ch  h app i­
ness in a n e ig h b or ’ s h om e as th ey  create  sa tis fa ction  in th e ir  o w n , an d  qu ite 
o fte n  create  little h ells in th e ir  o w n  flocks. M y  con ten tion  is that there
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is but on e true ch urch , and  that ch u rch  is The Whole World. Its laws 
fo r  all and fo r  each one are ev er  to  b e  fo u n d  in G en esis . “ H e  that hath 
an ear to  hear let him  h ear.”  A ll o th er ch u rch es  an d  all o th er  religions, 
no m atter how  honest or  u se fu l to  their m o n o p o liz e d  p u rp o se  th ey  m ay be, 
are w hat I term  “ S h a d ow s.”

T h e y  are spoken  o f  in the G ospels  as the “ L o  h ere  an d  th e  L o  there. 
B etw een  us and V ic to r y  fo r  the T ru th  they are m o re  ta n g lin g  than  the wire 
d e fen ces  n ow  used in physica l w a rfa re .

I  have n o  desire to  w rite  an Article on  the su b ject. A r tic le s  are too 
com m on . T h e y  are too  ch u rch y . T o o  m uch  like a p o lit ica l d ocu m en t. T hey 
alw ays rem ind m e o f  the “ S o w e r  w h o  w ent ou t f o r  t o  s o w .”

T h e  20th C entury m ethod  o f  p lan tin g  is to  be  sure th at y o u r  soil is 
g ood , and then d o  the w ork  w ith  m od ern  m ach in ery .

I h ave been co llectin g  fo r  three score  years an d  ten w h a t I consider 
to be valuable m ental, physical and spiritual seed, bu t I  d o  n ot fe e l d isposed 
to w aste it on  stony grou n d , am on g  th orn s, n o r  w h ere  the c r o w s  will 
m on opolize  it. It w ill be just as g o o d  a h un d red  yea rs  fr o m  n o w . Then 
the peop le  w ill have aw akened  to  the fa ct that sh a d ow s are so  m ix e d  at the 
present day that they are n oth in g  but sca recrow s , p lea s in g  to  b a rk  a t : but 
the people  are starving fo r  Substance, w ith n o  aven ue open  in w h ich  the 
provisions-tra in  can get to  them .

T ru e  know ledge , substance and truth  on  sp iritual lines h ave  been  b o y - 
cotted , censored  or  snubbed fo r  years and years b y  m o n o p o liz e d  m aterial 
interests, whilst the people like the P ro d ig a l S on  h ave b een  fe e d in g  on 
Spiritual C haff. B y  the law s o f  cause and e ffect, w h ich  n e v e r  p erm it w a ; 
w ard  tendencies to  get beyon d  the Divine con tro l, the tim e f o r  the "K il lin g  
o f  the fatted  ca lf ,”  is not m uch o v e r  a h un dred  years hence.

A n d  w ill we be h e re ?  A s  creatures o f  earth  w e  w ill a lw ays b e  here. 
A s  spiritual entities w e w ill alw ays be here. P h ysica l fo rm a tio n s  and the 
im aginations are never the sam e fo r  any tw o  con secu tive  m inutes. T h ey  
are but passing shadow s, ch angin g  w ith  every  w in k  o f  the eye.

It is not A rtic les  that w e w ant, n or  S erm on s, n or  L ectu res . It is the 
privilege o f  asking each other questions, and o f  rece iv in g  h on est answ ers, 
and thereby ch ain in g  H is  M a je sty  w h o  has so  lon g  been d eg ra d in g  o u r  souls 
w ith filthy lucre.

In  lieu, th ere fore , o f  an A rtic le , M r. E d itor, k indly  perm it m e to  o ffe r  
this as a com m un ication , to  be p laced  in the “ C a ld ron .”

I w ou ld  suggest that tw o  w riters thrash ou t som e p articu lar q u e s t io n s ; 
not in w ord y  tirades, as such have been usually done, but in h onest g en tle ­
m anly m anner, fo r  arriv ing  at 1 ruth. In  oth er w o rd s , an e x ch a n g e  o f  
what each have gathered as facts, tangible and n on -o ffen s ive . E ven  som e 
o f  the churches are taking up this foru m  m ethod  o f  qu estion s o r  debates. 
T h e  press and the m agazines have got to fo llo w . W h y  shou ld  n ot A z o t h  
get in the van ?

T h e  on ly  weakness seem s to  be in the fa ct that people  have been  taught 
not to ask q u estion s ; yet Jesus taught, “ A sk  and ye  shall rece ive  ”  P atrick  
H en ry  and A braham  L in co ln  w ere not a fra id  to  question . If it w ere  not 
fo r  questions and answ ers, h ow  w ou ld  a cou rt ju ry  be able to  arrive at a 
con clu sion  ?

R e lig iou s  organ izations take the stand that w hat is laid d ow n  bv  e ld e -s  
or  elects is all that is w orth y  to  be kn ow n . T h ereb y  one generation  f o b
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low s another gen era tion , dea ling  ou t m ere sh a d ow s o f  the past an d  o p p o s ­
ing the G en esis  o f  the p resen t until it g ro w s  in to a substantial revo lu tion , 
by law  o f  cause and e ffe ct , and the cu sps are cro sse d  w ith  v io len t crescen d os . 
A n d  w e have n ot yet learned  h ow  to  a p p roa ch  these ev il aspects to  the cen ­
tral T ru th s , and to  th ereby  secure the m u ch  d ream ed  o f  b less in gs o f
peace. .

W e  are su perstitiou sly  fr igh ten ed  b y  a Z o d ia ca l C ross , w h ich  m erely  
m arks som e N e w  B eg in n in g — som e new  babe in a m an ger and c ry  it d ow n  
th rou gh  fe a r  that it w ill o v e rth ro w  o u r  w o rn -o u t m ental ido ls  w h ich  have 
lost their o r ig in a l p o te n cy  and are bu t sh a d o w y  e v id en ces  o f  the past.

D eath  is p rod u ced  b y  c lin g in g  to  o ld  id o ls , even  th ou gh  they  m ay be 
relegated  to  the du sty  attic o f  the bra in . “ D eath  w ill be o v e rco m e  by  v ic ­
to ry ”  on ly  w hen  the w o r ld  learns to  fo l lo w  the m inute ch an ges o f  the re v o lv ­
ing eternal W h e e l, w h ich  con ta in s m ore  W o n d e r s  than re lig iou s  zea lots  have 
ever dream ed  o f .

T h e re  is n o  Divine au th ority  but the O n e  I A m . H e  is every w h ere . 
H e  is the on ly  S u bstan ce . Y o u , M e , S he, H e , T h e y  o r  T h e m  are but 
S h adow s.

W e  elect leaders o r  servants on  this M u n d a n e  S p h ere  to  regu late  the 
sh adow s so  that they m ay be p ro te cte d  in th eir h a rm on iou s  b len d in gs  and 
be perm itted  to  ch a n ge  w ith  the ch a n g in g  sunlight.

C om m ercia lized  ed u cation  o r  socia l fa d s  have n oth in g  to  d o  w ith  it. 
T h ey  are but the in ven tion s o f  the leaders w h o  h ave m o n o p o liz e d  their 
p rerogatives and set up ido la trou s  g o d s  o f  their o w n , like u n to  N e b u ch a d ­
n ezzar ’s, to  w h ich  the C haldeans w ith in  his rea lm  w o u ld  n ot fa ll d o w n  in 
w orsh ip .

T h e  law s o f  l i fe  are sim ple. T h e re  is p len ty  f o r  all. N o  on e  can  g e t 
m ore  than is a llotted  to  h im  at his G enesis, ex cep t as sh adow s. S ubstance 
is in the M en tal W e a l o f  life , regard less o f  the C aesarian  co in  o f  the realm .

“ C om e, let us reason  tog e th e r”  g ives  p ositive  and n egative  fo r c e s  into 
the h appy  state o f  “ B rid e  and B r id e g ro o m .”  C o n fu s io n  o f  ideas, m ix ed  
and an tagon istic , ex c lu sive , m on op o lis tic , o r  the “ I  am  m ore  h o ly  than 
y o u ”  con ten tion s, g ive  the co n d itio n  an cien tly  dep icted  as “ M y stery , B a b y lon  
the G reat,”  etc.

I k n ow  o f  n o  O ccu ltism  save that w h ich  is con cea led  fr o m  the m inds 
o f  m en by false assumptions. W e  are all w eak  in w isd om , u n d ersta n d in g  
and p o w e r ; bu t in the great w o r ld ’s O rch estra  I  try  to  p e r fo r m  m y  p a rt in 
h arm on y w ith  the T e n o r , and to ob serve  the baton  o f  the leader w hen  he 
appeals to  the w o rk  o f  m y  especial G enesis.

F ratern a lly ,
Chas. H e n r y  W e b b e r .

A  W O R D  T O  T H E  T E A C H E R S  O E  T H E  O L O G I E S

T h ere  is a rap id ly  in creasing  interest in p sy ch o lo g ica l th ou gh t, o r  
m ay I be perm itted  to  say, p sy ch o log ica l l i f e ; fo r  to  the u n d erstan d in g  o f  
the average  m ind  the w o r ld  life  w ill, I think, c o n v e y  m ore  clea rly  and c o r ­
rectly  the con d ition s  ex is t in g  on the p sy ch o lo g ica l p lane as I see and believe  
them  to  ex ist, and it is to  the average  u n derstan d in g  as w ell as to  the stu­
dent that this article  is h u m bly  o ffe re d .

It is on ly  com p arative ly  recen tly  that p sych ic  con d ition s  o r  th ou gh t—
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Theosophy, Astrology, Spiritualism, Occultism or any Esoteric Philosophy- 
have met with an open, dignified recognition; a condition largely due to 
the preachers and ’the teachers of the Ologies themselves. They have failed 
to express in a simple way and in simple words a truth which would have 
made a great appeal to the world at large had it been presented in a form 
to meet the average understanding.

The advanced student is apt to forget or to be impatient of his own or 
of other’s primary stage; and then also, carried away by an ostentatious 
display of learning, he will put forth a heavy labored thesis which swamps 
the eager, anxious seeker and absolutely bewilders and repels the general 
reader. The Teacher should know that to make his impression on the 
average mind he must present his subject in simple form ; in other words, 
he must submit it so that “ he who runs may read,”  but if he persists in his 
pedantic discourses of abstruse and involved expression, he will obtain the 
opposite result, and will find that he who reads will run!

In the first place, and before the manner of expression need be con­
sidered, it seems to me that the psychologists work from a wrong basic 
principle. They should primarily take the stand that we are psychic beings 
operating on the human plane, not human beings reaching out for experi­
ences on the psychic plane. Not human beings trying to establish spiritual 
communication with the Spirit world by means of table rappings or even 
by walking abroad in our Astral bodies, but primarily spiritual beings, gain­
ing human experinece for spiritual development— experience which ulti­
mately tests the quality of the spirit we “ take back home”  when our work 
here is done.

I fully appreciate the honest desire of many advanced students to dis­
seminate freely their learning among those of lesser knowledge. But, my 
point is this,— if we are spiritual beings to whom a repeated human experi­
ence is necessary, why not devote time and effort to preaching the best of 
human material life?

Theosophy, claiming to embrace “ the essential truth underlying all re­
ligion and science,”  holds that reincarnation is what its name implies— 
/mwan-reincarnation. W e do not go on to higher planes when we leave 
our spiritual home, until, through constant disciplining in this life, we gain 
our place with the elect. Hence, if we are to return here again and again 
for our training, we are false and our sojourn ineffectual, unless we follow 
the rules and do the work of the school to which we are sent.

What do we gain for ourselves either as spiritual or human beings if 
we turn from the big, serious things of this life to the silly, senseless tipping 
of a table or to the scratching of a few pencil marks on a slate, to prove 
the existence of another world? W hy should the psychological teacher 
want to prove to the unbeliever that there is “ spirit return?”  Everyone 
will eventually learn that for himself, and the student knows that the real 

spirit return is when we return from here with an enlarged experience 
to add to an ever-lasting, ever-living immortality.

Those who are sent many times to this University of Life eventually 
bring memory with them, and in that case grow to know the particular rea­
son for their return. Upon these “ Old Souls,”  as they are known to be 
devolves the duty, the privilege of being teachers and Masters. They know 
that they have gained their knowledge and understanding through human 
experience, through human suffering and human sacrifice, and their slogan
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should be: Live the human life in its highest expression! And to bring 
converts to the “ Amen Corner”  of highest ideals should be the goal of their 
greatest achievement.

But unfortunately there is oftentimes as much display on the High- 
ways o f Learning as there is through the Avenues of Wealth, and the savant 
either wants to strut in mental superiority before his confreres or retire, 
self-immured, to gloat over the treasures of his mind, as the miser in his 
cellar gloats over his treasures o f gold and o f silver. He indulges in the 
intoxication of research and erudition, and is superior to the things of 
life— be they great or small, they possess no interest for him. Many times 
he must be astonished to see that the simple beings around him— ignorant 
of philosophies, unthinking of their own mental and spiritual glorification—  
advance to a higher goal in the spiritual world than he attains, and which 
they have attained only because they have grasped the needs of human life 
and made great personal sacrifice for common humanity.

And so to you, Teachers o f all the Ologies, a word! Teach living the 
human life at its highest expression! Teach squaring the shoulders for 
burdens to be borne here with never a slacker in the burden bearing! Teach 
man to carry the head high for the world’s glory, and spiritual advance­
ment is his.

The great Master of modern times— the Christ— was the greatest o f 
all Masters because o f the consciousness of that lesson learned. He, more 
than any Teacher sent upon the earth, knew that the experiences o f life 
through human unselfishness, sacrifice and love, brought spiritual enlighten­
ment and understanding.

He taught not erudite philosophies nor great learning to the simple 
people, but “ Love ye one another.”  And though his teachings reached 
cnly the few, becoming mixed with, and sometimes lost in, the chaotic 
bestial thought of his day— the purity of its truth finally permeated the 
world.

So, when today we recognize an increasing interest in psychological 
thought, it is due to His teaching, which was to live the human life in its 
highest exemplification— its suffering, its sacrifice if need be, and by that 
alone can come spiritual development and understanding.

E. L. W .

C o l u m b u s , O h i o , December S, 1917.
AZOTH PUBLISHING CO.
G e n t l e m e n  :

Your magazine is very good, and it is one of the broadest magazines 
published todav. for it takes in every school o f thought. I read some that 
are exclusively New Thought Magazines, others that are exclusively Rosicru- 
cian, and others, again, that are exclusively Theosophical, but vours includes 
them all, and some time in the near future I will again subscribe for yours. 
Keep on with the good work you have started, for you are teaching some 
of our cults the necessity o f knowing that some other schools o f thought 
are just as good as their own. I f  you do not do this we will again have 
creeds and isms in the advanced schools o f thought. Today there are 
many schools of thought that think their particular brand is the only cor­
rect one. The trouble is that these people are still in the animal stage o f 
selfishness, and do not willingly let go, or are not vet willing to make a
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conscious effort to overcome their own shortcomings. Many people come 
into some of these new schools of thought, thinking that they are going to 
get something for nothing, but they soon find that it takes an effort on their 
part, and so they chase from one school to another, and often paying fake 
teachers as high as fifty and a hundred dollars for a series of lessons that 
really could have been gotten out of your magazine for the price of a sub­
scription. But when the teacher is gone, the student finds that he is still 
at the same place he was before, and that the teacher can only point out 
a way, and after all he must make a conscious effort, and so he again drifts 
with the tide, until another teacher comes along, and again he is fooled by 
the new teacher, who probably offers the student the only method of de­
velopment. There are many very good lecturers, and very honest and sin­
cere, but they tell the student right in the start that it requires effort of 
will on their part, but these legitimate teachers never catch as many students 
as those who practice humbug, but even these teachers do a whole lot of 
good. They prove to the student that no one can give him knowledge 
of his own latent powers unless he is willing to pay the price, and that 
price is the willingness to be made whole. (H oly.)

A magazine like yours has a Message, and you are being used as the 
Messenger, if you will be able to get enough supporters to help you push it 
along until the people learn the real value of a message such as you have to 
give them, a great work will have been accomplished through you.

Sincerely yours,
H a r r i e t  S c h w a r t z .

IXebietosi
Realms of the Living Dead, by Harriette A. and F. Homer Curtiss, 

252 pp; $1.35 net. Curtiss Philosophic Book Co., Philadelphia, Pa.
Another book from these well known and prolific writers. Treating 

of the conditions of existence after death of the physical body, it appears 
very apropos at this time when so much interest is naturally aroused in what 
the future has in store for us.

The information given is claimed to be derived from “ Great Teachers 
who have mastered the Astral as well as the higher worlds and are able to 
express their knowledge in a convincing and scientific manner.”

To those who are not privileged to be instructed by Great Teachers 
and who have not learned to “ walk dryshod over Jordan,”  as the authors 
describe the ability to function on the Astral Plane, the statements made 
in this book can only be considered as worthy of careful attention and pos­
sible truth.

If we blindly accepted everything coming from Great Teachers we 
should find ourselves in a sea of doubt and a whirlpool of contradictions. 
Nevertheless the description of these “ higher”  realms tallies very closely 
with what has been given out by theosophic writers, and in most instances 
will appear probable and possible.

Such statements, however, as that “ the Astral world is a place o f four 
dimensions instead of three” do not encourage us to a reliance on the com­
plete accuracy of these teachings. W e have very good reasons to believe
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that in the whole of our universe there is no dimension of matter in space 
at right angles to the three known ones. Again we have the statement 
“ Vegetation follows the seasonal changes— but they occur somewhat in ad­
vance of their manifestation on earth,” which seems to imply a separate 
astral vegetation. W e do not dare to contradict, but it seems more reason 
able to think that the only vegetation and the only scenery perceptible is the 
astral counterpart of physical forms.

W e heartily commend the Chapter on the Desire Realm not only to 
all students but to those of the world who are in the habit of drinking 
strong liquor either temporately or to excess. W e have yet to read any 
better advice for their cure and salvation or a stronger argument for prohi­
bition

There is much other useful advice and knowledge given, such as re­
gards suicides and the dangers o f tnediumship.

The chapters on elementals and fairies are extremely interesting and 
altogether our friends the Curtisses have given us a very valuable contribu­
tion for occult study. M. W .

The Laws of Health and Prosperity and H ow to Apply Them, by
Clara Chamberlain M cLean; cloth, 158 pp., $1.10. Elizabeth Towne 
Company, Inc., Holyoke, Mass.

This is a presentation o f the truths of the New Thought— or Spiritual 
Science, as the author prefers to designate it— drawn in broad and liberal 
outlines, with singular clearness and discrimination.

She evinces a depth o f understanding and a breadth o f discernment 
that are as commendable as they are uncommon, and she realizes with great 
clearness of vision the essential unity of the many progressive spiritual 
teachings that are now prevalent.

Not only does the author draw in broad and deep lines the great truths 
of Spiritual Science, but she suggests many practical applications o f them, 
and in relation to each subject gives a list of books and authors that may 
be consulted with advantage and profit.

The treatment of her subject is optimistic and constructive, and the 
book is sure to be o f use and helpful to a wide range o f thinkers. While 
positive and assertive in her views, she is always logical and rational.

The author is to be congratulated on this vital product o f her thought, 
experience and patience. E. D.

Sojourners by the Wayside, Travelers on the Long Road, by Mulier, 
201 pp. Price $1.35. The Gnostic Press, San Diego. California.

A little book of tales purporting to be accurate accounts o f incidents 
in a series o f incarnations, involving several egos who reappear in each tale 
tinder a new name and in new, sometimes stirring, adventures.

There seems to be some confusion between periods and nomenclature 
We cannot quite understand how a Tyrian sailor of the period o f the build 
ing o f Solomon’s Temple could have been known as “ Sir Richard." How 
ever, this does not materially affect the tales themselves, which have a cer 
tain quite vivid character of their own and will prove interesting to th­
reader. ]? J) l
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