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THE ACTIVE SERVICE FUND

Dr. Besant congratulated the Australian Section on the large amount of
money raised by the Active Service Appeal when 2/6 per week was asked.
The basis is now | /- per week in order that we may gain the co-operation of
all members. What a grand thing it would be if Australia now led the world
in a fund which every member supported | Will you help to realize the ideal ?

HAROLD MORTON.
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A Pioneer of Progress

By J. L.

All Australian Theosophists rejoice
that Bishop Arundale and Shrimati
Rukmini, his beautiful partner, have
come to dwell among us for twelve
months, at least, except for a three
months' visit to America for the World
Congress in August. Many of the Aus-

tralian public will rejoice, too, for
Bishop Arundale, with his magnetic
presence and his forceful eloquence,

made a deep impression when he
toured Australia two years ago, as Ruk-
mini did by her natural charm and her
winning interest in women’s welfare.
Bishop George is a power wherever he
goes—a true Knight of the Grail, fight-
ing for truth and right, for imperson-
ality and selflessness, for God and
Country. His only will is the will of
Him who sent him, of the Hierarchy
which he represents; his plan is Their
plan as far as he is able to interpret it
in relation to world events.

For the moment he is concerned with
Australia, carrying on the tradition of
love of country which Bishop Lead-
beater has proclaimed for fifteen years
in our midst, and exchanging places
with Bishop Leadbeater as each as-
sumes higher responsibilities, one in
India and the other in Australia for the
advancement of the plan. Renan spoke

Davidge

of the men of genius as “scouts in the
van of the human army’”’; they descry
the goal and beckon us to follow, they
are ever out on the frontier of life set-
ting currents and starting causes, influ-
encing and guiding personal and
national destinies and calling whole
peoples to higher ideals and ways of
life. The real rulers of a country are
its spiritual geniuses, for the great spir-
itual leader, as Colonel Younghusband
lately said in a London church, is
greater than any statesman. The outer
world would laugh at the idea of Lead-
beaters and Arundales being even its
spiritual rulers. So be it. The sun
shines though we deny it. G. S.
Arundale as the representative of the
Grand Lodge in Australasia and Ruk-
mini as the representative of the World-
Mother in all continents bring the
vision and the adventure of eternal
youth to an eternally young land, and
such high qualities must inevitably ad-
vance us to our high destiny. All hail
to those who take the arduous and
ardent role of pioneers; all hail to
Bishop George and Shrimati Rukmini,
and may they ever feel that the Aus-
tralian Section stands solidly behind
them in their holy work for the Mas-
ters. Hail Pioneers !

Page |
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To Our Readers

By the Rt. Rev. C. W. Leadbeater

As the Australian Section of the
Theosophical Society has formally
taken over our Magazine and adopted
it as its official organ, it follows as a
matter of course that its General Sec-
retary automatically becomes its Editor.
1 therefore hereby hand over that re-
sponsible office to him, and 1! do so
with much pleasure and with perfect
confidence that he will carry it on in a
spirit worthy of the high traditions of
Theosophy in Australia. As | am just
setting out upon a lecturing tour which
will last for several months, and am
after that to attend the Christmas Con-
vention at Adyar, ! obviously cannot
continue to exercise any supervision
over the Magazine; but | shall certainly
still retain a vivid interest in it, and |
hope to send in regular contributions
to it.

Naturally its character must change
somewhat now it has become the offi-
cial organ of the Section. It will be
necessary for it to give much more
space to local questions, and to reports
of the work done in this country. But
I trust that it will never diverge from
the policy of teaching straightforward
common-sense Theosophy, of advocat-
ing perfect freedom of thought so long
as it is courteously expressed, and of
urging steadfastly upon its readers the
paramount need of developing and en-
couraging the spirit of high-souled and
utterly unselfish patriotism to Australia
and to the magnificent Empire of which
it forms a part.

| am thankful to say that the recent
Convention fully endorsed and ac-
cepted the generous policy of sending
the Magazine free to every member of
the Section, thus following the example
of the noble group of prominent mem-
bers whose anonymous generosity has
made its publication possible for the
last eight months. 1 wish to take this
opportunity of publicly thanking that

band of helpers for their munificence;
1 believe that in coming forward so
quickly and so liberally for its support
they did a really good deed, and saved
the Australian Section from what would
otherwise have been a sad blot on its
escutcheon. For the present, then,
farewell; | hope if all goes according to
plan, and if our great President permits
it, to meet you at your next Conven-
tion; meantime, God bless and prosper
Australia, as He surely will if you will
but deserve it |
C.W.L.

P.S.---All communications for the Editor
should be addressed to the Rev. Harold
Morton, The Manor, Mosman, N.S.W.; but
any personal correspondence intended for
me should for the next few months be sent
to 67 Tanahabang Oost, Weltevreden, Java,
and towards the end of the year to Adyar,
Madras, India.

A\ foolish consistency is the hobgob
lin of little minds.—Emerson.

One perfect statue in a city, where all
can see it each day and be influenced
by its message, will do more to make
the citizens law-abiding and spiritual
than a hundred laws or sermons.—C.J.

It was when the Australians came—
many of them from the hell of Galli-
poli—that one saw a new type of Bri-
tish manhood, finer than our own,
handsomer, harder. Or, perhaps, they
were a reversion to an older type, be-
fore industrialism stunted our growth
somewhat, and before city life tamed
our freshness and wildness of spirit.
Those Awustralians had a gypsy look at
times, but many of their hatchet faces
and tall, loose limbed bodies would
have made them good models for Ar-
thur’s knights—Lancelot and Galahad.

—Sir Philip Gibbs.
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Epitome of

One note sounded like a reveille
throughout the Convention of Aus-
tralian Theosophists held in Sydney at
Easter—it was the note of patriotism,

and from Bishop Arundale’s first
sounding at the reception, it was re-
sounded again and again, by Bishop

Leadbeater and by the General Secre-
tary, calling Australians to love their
country and Theosophists particularly
to emphasize the ideal of patriotism,
for, as Bishop Leadbeater made clear,
we must have a united and coherent
Australia before we can theosophize
Australia.

It did not take Bishop Arundale long
to discover that Australia is in a critical
condition—he gathered that from the
newspapers as he came down the coast
from Darwin. He doubted whether
Australia was playing her part, whe-
ther she was pulling her weight; “it
seemed to me,” he told Convention,
“that anarchy, lawlessness, have far too
much sway, that things are going on
which ought not to be going on, and |
felt strongly that we Australian Theo-
sophists are among those who should
lead the way in, as it were, ruthlessly
stamping upon all that hinders Aus-
tralia’s progress.”

With the vision of a seer and with
deep devotion to the high cause of his
adopted country Bishop Arundale lik-
ened Convention to a great vigil pre-
ceding what he hoped would be *“a
splendid period in Australia’s life.” He
never tires of praising Australia and her
immense potentialities, for he knows
as a glorious certainty the great destiny
which lies ahead of us in the Plan un-
folded by the Hierarchy. It lies with
us Theosophists to hasten the realiza-
tion of that destiny, and as Convention
proceeded we became more vividly
conscious of the responsibility which
has been given to us corporately and
individually to promote Australia’s pro-
gress and to stand against everything

THE AUSTRALIAN THEOSOPH1ST

Page 3

Convention

that makes for disruption. Our Easter
vigil made us aware, under the inspira-
tion of our chiefs, that Australian
Theosophists have it in their power to
change the temper of the social order
from distrust to confidence, from separ-
ation to co-operation, from chaos to
order. But to accomplish our end:
“We must be afire with patriotism. We
must feel that we cannot be happy,
that we cannot rest, until we throw our-
selves heart and soul into our citizen-
ship, setting a compelling example of
civic selflessness.” Thus alone, in
Bishop Arundale’s words, shall we
bring Australia through the shoals by
which she is beset and set her ““on that
great Way on which our Elder Brethren
would have her travel if she will.”

In striking contrast with Bishop
Arundale stood Bishop Leadbeater on
the same platform—the one fiery and
restless, the other calm and deliberate;
the one in the full heyday of life, the
other in venerable old age, patriarchal
and serene, yet both full of energy and
enthusiasm for the welfare of our young
nation. Bishop Leadbeater sees in
Australia “a newly settled country with
a pioneer directness about it that is apt
to slip into crudity, a tendency that is
more prominent here than in America.”
Yet we are more open to new ideas
than older countries, hence our indus-
trial troubles, hence also the possi-
bility of stirring up a higher patriotism
that will bring the Commonwealth out
of its present difficulties. ““I want to
stir up patriotism,” Bishop Leadbeater
said, urging that this was one part of
the campaign for theosophizing Aus-
tralia and urging further that we must
think continentally, in terms of Aus-
tralia as a whole.

The General Secretary’s declaration
of policy emphasized not only the idea
of patriotism, but the means of giving
it practical effect. He whole-heartedly
pursues the plan initiated by Bishop
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Arundale for theosophizing Awustralia,
he proposes to consolidate the Section
by making more intimate the links be-
tween the Section and the Lodges, and
he will preserve a nice balance between
occultism and mysticism in order to
align the idealism of the Society to the
Teacher’s message and yet to develop
workers along the traditional lines who
shall be accepted pupils of the Masters.

To provide the sinews of war, the
Active Service Fund is to be continued,
the estimated deficit for the year’s
working, roughly £1,900, being amply
covered by a shilling subscription if
all members in the Section subscribe;
a shilling fund found the greatest
favour, and multiples of a shilling will
be welcomed as heretofore.

The Budget provides for a new press
campaign in place of the monthly jour-
nal, Advance 1 Australia, which was dis-
continued as not being sufficiently capi-
talized to become financially self-sup-
porting. Following the purpose of
Advance ! Australia Convention
adopted Professor Wood’s scheme for
establishing a Literary Bureau and
Press Agency for supplying regular
news-letters to the Australian press on
patriotic and theosophic lines. This
service will be organized at Headquar-
ters by Mr. Davidge, and should have
far-reaching effect.

The Section gladly took over from
Bishop Leadbeater his excellent jour-
nal, The Australian Theosophist, which
he published by private subscription
and which has a large circulation over-
seas. Though he goes to Adyar after
establishing a centre in Java Bishop
Leadbeater will still co-operate with
the General Secretary, so that while it
becomes a Section organ a very high
standard will be maintained.

Other Convention engagements were
an Order of Service conference, an
Education conference, and a conference
on the Work of the World-Mother,
this being conducted by Rukmini Arun-
dale. There is practical work for every
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woman, in the reform of social condi-
tions, the penal laws, the educational
system, housing conditions and ‘the
thorny field of economics and politics,”
but every woman has to find her own
work. Both Bishop Arundale and Ruk-
mini delivered inspiring addresses on
the idealizing of motherhood, and the
reports published in this number will

help every woman to find her line. “If
the women of the Theosophical So-
ciety, Bishop Arundale said, “would

band themselves together to be Her
messengers we should achieve wonder-
ful things and we should make the path
of the World-Teacher much easier than
it is at present.”

Convention was also amplified with
Co-Masonic meetings, Liberal Catholic
Church festivals, and a reception at
The Manor when Bishop Leadbeater
entertained some hundreds of guests
with a humorous narrative of the build-
ing of the house by Mr. Bakewell. It
was a kind of leave-taking for very
many delegates, who promptly returned
to their homes in different States. Many
who were shown over the house ad-
mired the Manor Chapel, and specially
the Bishop’s room, the famous metal-
lined room which he had vacated pend-
ing his departure on April 20th, and
which will in future be used as a temple.

In ten months’ time Bishop Lead-
beater will return to Sydney and he will
see, as he told Convention, what we
have done, his injunction being that
“we must push this country.” Always
the note of patriotism as a sine qua non
to the spread of Theosophy. The
General Secretary concluded his de-
claration on the same high note: “That
Their plan shall be served is the only
matter of importance. Therefore let us
all serve with tremendous enthusiasm,
keeping the same high level of con-
sciousness which characterized Bishop
Arundale’s regime, and in that way our
services will be used by humanity s
great servers, the Sacred Hierarchy.”

J. L. D.
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Australia’s Opportunity

A Call to Patriotism.

Bishop Arundale made the follow-
ing striking comment on Australia in
acknowledging a welcome extended by
the General Secretary at the reception
in the Adyar Hall on Thursday even-
ing before Easter:

On Rukmini’s behalf and on my own
I thank you most heartily for your wel-
come. Would you mind my saying
that to my mind there is nothing more
important for us at the present junc-
ture than to ensure for Australia as far
as we possibly can the great future that
awaits her if only we will work for it ?
1 expect that long association with our
beloved President has made me some-
thing of a fighter, and ! confess that |
come here in somewhat of a fighting
mood. In India we have been fighting
for India’s rights so that she may take
her great place among the nations of
the world, so that she may perform her
duties. Here in Awustralia we must
fight for the performance by Australia
of her duties. As we approached Aus-
tralian shores | wondered to myself if
Australia were in fact playing the part
she ought to play, and | am bound
to say that a perusal of the newspapers
made me more than doubtful. It
seemed to me she is not pulling her
weight, that anarchy, lawlessness, have
far too much sway, that things are go-
ing on which ought not to be going on,
and | felt strongly that we Awustralian
Theosophists are among those who
should lead the way, as it were, ruth-
lessly stamping upon all that hinders
Australia’s progress.

If only we could have the President
here, or someone like her—though of
course there is nobody like her in all
the world. Old though she grows,
she grows more and more wonderful
every day. No diminution is there in
her splendid fire, and | long there

should be more among us consecrated
with even a small fragment of her own
perfect dedication to the service of the
world. Just now the Commonwealth
of Australia is in a critical condition,
and if we had one such as Dr. Besant
among us there would be far greater
hope for the immediate future than
there actually is. Still, if we cannot
have her we must have what we can
get, and we ought to be able to count
upon Theosophists to do all in their
power to help to steer Australia safely
through the shoals by which she is to-
day on all sides beset. Can we not
all of us, or at least very many of us,
throw ourselves into this work, ad ma-
jorem Dei gloriam, incidentally winning
for ourselves an imperishable name and
much personal happiness.

I am hoping that during this Con-
vention we may become inspired to
do more for this Motherland than ever
we have done before. We must be
afire with patriotism. We must feel
that we cannot be happy, we cannot
rest, until we throw ourselves heart and
soul into our citizenship, setting a com-
pelling example of civic selflessness.
We are to-day in the midst of a great
vigil preceding what | hope will be a
splendid period in Awustralia’s life.
Times are troublous. The sky is dark.
But we need fear no foe, for a triumph
is inevitable. Let our being together
for these few days stir us to further ef-
fort, fortify us against all opposition,
make us supremely indifferent to pub-
lic approval, praise or blame, enable
us to meet the slings and arrows of out-
rageous fortune with a smile, and con-
stantly, fearlessly, stand for our
country’s good, even if we have to
stand alone, even if there seems to be
nothing but failure and disaster about
us. We never fail if we ever strive.
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Let us honour our great Society, let
us honour our beloved and mighty Pre-
sident, let us honour ourselves, by be-
ing greatly Australian to the very core
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of our being. So shall we fulfil our-
selves and set this land on that great
Way on which our Elder Brethren
would have her travel if she will.

Delegates to Convention

Adelaide Lodge.

Mrs. Cramp, Dr. Cramp, Mrs. de Neagle,
Mrs. Wright, Mr. Davidge.
Armidale Lodge.
Mrs. Scriven.

Ballarat Lodge.
Mr. Slocombe.

Babinda Lodge.
No delegate present.

Blavatsky Lodge.

Mrs. Jenkins, Mrs. Forsyth, Mrs. Koller-
strom, Mrs. Merewether, Mrs. Moss, Mrs.
Millar, Mrs. Harding, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs.
Madge, Mrs. Wilcox, Miss Upwlard, Miss

Needham, Miss Ashworth, Miss Horder, Miss
Beaufoy, Professor Wood, Mr. Davidson, Mr.

Mackay, Mr. Millar, Mr. Harding, Mr. Hos-
king, Mr. Macro, Mr. Hynes, Mr. Bidwell,
Mr. R. E. Bennett, Mr. Griffiths.

Brisbane Lodge.

Mrs. Bean, Mrs. Mason-Beatty, Mrs.
Hawkes, Mrs. Reid, Miss Cochrane, Senator
Reid, Mrs. Crawford.

Cairns Lodge.

Mrs. E. Osborne.

Claremont Lodge.

Mrs. Chase.

Dana Lodge.

Mr. Raisin.

Dawson Valley Lodge.
No delegate present.

Fremantle Lodge.
Chase, Miss Dixon.

Geelong Lodge.
Larsen (proxy).

Gosnells Lodge.
Chase, Miss Nixon.

Granite Belt Lodge.
Keeble.
Glenelg Lodge.
Mr. G. Dempster (proxy).

Hobart Lodge.
No delegate present.

AB.
Mr. Fredriksen.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.

Lodge.

Kuring-gai Lodge.
Mrs. Maddocks, Miss Dilling,
Mr. Bannister.

Miss Moss,.

Latrobe Lodge.
Mr. Cory.

Launceston Lodge.
Miss Sharman.

Marrickville Lodge.
Mr. Mason, Mr. Tweed.

Melbourne Lodge.
Hynes, Mr. Orlo-Smith,
Hynes, Mrs. Orlo-Smith,
Mr. Studd.

Mr.
Mr.

Mrs.
Mr.
father,

Lees,
Penne-

Mosman Lodge.
Miss Desailly, Miss 1. Close.

Kew Lodge.
Mr. Fuller.
Perth Lodge.
Mrs. Chase, Miss J. Chase, Miss S. Chase,
Mrs. Bennett, Mr. A. E. Bennett, Miss-
Nicholas.

Redfern Lodge.
Mr. G. Dempster (proxy).

Rockhampton Lodge.

Mrs. Mason-Beatty, Mrs. McLellan.
Toowoomba Lodge.
Mrs. Kollerstrom (proxy).

Tweed River Lodge.
Mrs. Taylor.

Townsville Lodge.
Mr. Horn.

Warringah Lodge.
Mr. Hanson.
Western Suburbs Lodge.
Mr. Davidson, Mr. McAvoy.
Woodville Lodge.
Mrs. Wood (proxy).

Unattached Members.

Mrs. Dempster.
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Opening of Convention

Address by the Rt. Rev. C. W. Leadbeater

It is really a mere formality, but
along with the formal opening | should
like to give you something which is not
a mere formality; and that is the very
heartiest good wishes for the success
of our Convention. | suppose, as |
am asked to give the opening speech,
1 may take it also for granted that !
may offer you on behalf of the Section
a very hearty welcome. | know that
we in Sydney are so glad alway« to see
people who come from other branches,
from other parts of the country, not
only to hear their views, which are
often very valuable as differing in
various ways from our own, but also
to meet them and to cement the real
brothernood which must exist, which
shall exist, between members of the
Theosophical Society. We hold the
idea of wuniversal Brotherhood very
strongly indeed. Our professions of
universal brotherhood will be of little
value unless we have real brotherly
feeling ourselves.

The annual Convention of every
Section is a necessity from the business
point of view. It is essential that you
should come together, and that you
should settle certain points of policy
and so on; the accounts must be audited
and resolutions must be carried. I
have attended | do not know how
many Conventions in different parts
of the world, ! should think perhaps
fifty or more, and always | have felt
very strongly that the most important
part of it all was that the members
should come together and that they
should try to understand one another.
I do not mean that we must all agree.
That has nothing to do with it. You
must have your own points of view;
different towns, different States need
to some extent different treatment.
You have your local ideas and your
local needs; but apart from all that

we are all individuals, strongly marked
individuals, | hope, because unless we
are that, we shall not make much pro-
gress in the inner side of things. We
must be people of strong will who can
be absolutely one-pointed. Of course
1 fully realize that for a person to be
one-pointed he almost must be a little
fanatical. It is that way. | know it
perfectly well myself. All kinds of
points come up to be decided in the
various movements of which | am in
charge. | have cultivated the habit of
seeing both sides, and the result of that
is it is often very difficult to make a
decision at all. One sees the other
man’s point of view. The man who
carries the world before him must be
an enthusiast, and the thorough-going
enthusiast must somewhat lose sight
of the other side, if he is to push his
own side. So no one has an objection
to differences of opinion and to their
courteous expression, but we must feel,
more strongly even than our own in-
dividuality, the brotherhood and the
unity which that brotherhood gives us.

You here in Australia have a very
special opportunity before you. | have
seen this Society in many countries. |
do not think | know any country where
the opportunity before the members
is such a fine one as it is here, just be-
cause this is a new country, newly
settled, and just because a newly settled
country inevitably has a certain pioneer
quality about it which is apt to slip
into crudity. | think we must all ac-
knowledge that there is that kind of
tendency in every newly-settled coun-
try. It is more prominent here be-
cause you are more or less in the same
condition as America was in the middle
of the last century. But just because
it is a new country thought is fluidic,
and you can influence thought much
more here than you can in'England.
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1 am an Englishman; | am patriotic,
but | know the difficulty of moving
public opinion at all in a country like
that; in a country with a tradition of
centuries behind it, it is very difficult
to promote any new ideas which run
contrary to all previous concep-
tions. But in this new country you
have a great opportunity. One thing
I want to stir up first of all is patriot-
ism. Do think not for yourself, but
for Australia. If all these people pre-
sent made that their rule, we should
make an impression upon Australia.

That was the reason for starting Ad-
vance ! Australia; it is a magazine which
one would have thought any patriotic
person would take up. It may be that
we cannot afford to carry it on. But
in the abstract surely that is a thing
which should have been welcomed
very strongly, very emphatically, very
cordially by a large number of Aus-
tralians. But that has not happened.
Our late General Secretary asked us
to theosophize Awustralia. It is a tre-
mendous task, but we must try to do
that, and one part of our work is to
wake up Australia. We see all these
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strikes and industrial quarrels. No. one
can suppose that this is doing Austra-
lia any good. It is obtaining certain
privileges for a certain class, or aiming
at obtaining them, but for Australia
as a whole that sort of thing is very
bad.

Some one must rise to the level
of thinking in the terms of this Conti-
nent. Let us be a Continent; let us
think continentally. That is what 1|
should like to suggest. Keep that be-
fore you, and remember the brother-
hood of the Theosophical Society,
which is a far bigger thing than one’s
private opinion on this point or that
point. All that is good in its place;
but the real cordial friendly brotherly
affection—that is what we want. And
remember that the man who differs
from you is just as earnest and just as
well-meaning as you are, though he
may be seeing something for the
moment from a different point of view.
So let us go ahead with our business
and discuss what has to be discussed;
but always remember the brotherly
feeling that must exist at the back of
it all.

Convention Address

By the Rt. Rev. G. S. Arundale

| have already been asked to say
something last evening, and | shall
have occasion to say that again to-day.
But when you find me speaking
strongly and emphatically, please
realize that | am not speaking person-
ally at all. | am holding strong and
emphatic views, but | am not directing
those views against anyone. | see a
certain ideal; ! think you ought to see
it too. If you don’t, | will do my ut-
most to make you see it. But it is
all within a great spirit of service and
brotherhood and the carrying out of
common ideals.

That is a little warning so that you
may not feel that | am hurting your
feelings or directing certain ideas
against someone in particular. No one
is directing any ideas against anyone.
We are going straight for the ideas
which we want carried, and there is no
personal feeling in any of it.

| am very happy to be here. | am
very happy to see so many friends. !
had a very happy time here as General
Secretary, first actually doing the work
and in the second place travelling all
over the world not doing this particular
work, but altogether | had a very
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happy two years. There are no doubt
those among you who have wished

that the policy in which | indulged
might have been less strenuous, be-
cause | launched you in all kinds of

extravagances which perhaps now you
are going to find you cannot afford.
But | tell you 1 do not regret any one
of those extravagances. 1 do not re-
gret 2 G.B., because you know that
2 G.B. has very definitely triumphed.
As for Advance ! Australia, we will talk
about that a little later. And as for
anything else | don’t regret it. | am
entirely unrepentant and 1 really feel
that Awustralia is a country where one
ought to be a little extravagant, where
one ought not so much to cut ones
coat according to one’s cloth as to see
what sized coat one wants and then
weave the cloth so that there shall be
enough for the coat. That is the policy
| should advocate. It is not business;
it is not commonsense; it is not alto-
gether sound from the lower stand-
point, but from the standpoint of the
work we have to do | think it is. This
is all by way of thanking you for the
welcome which you have given to me
and to Rukmini. | see very many
friends here. In all probability we
shall be opposed to each other, some
of us, during the course of our activities
here this morning and this afternoon,
but it is all “Ad majorem Dei gloriam,”

“To the greater glory of God,” and
if there can be some constructive
friction in this Convention it will be

all to the good, because through that
constructive friction we may possibly
light a fire which even the disorderly
element in Australia may not be able
to put out. But the friction must be
constructive, it must not be destructive,
and | hope we can introduce only con-
structive and not destructive friction
into our Convention.

I may tell you at least that in three
months’ time we are going to America
to open the World Convention, so that
there will only be three months to
start with in which you will have to
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put up with us. Of course one never
knows what might happen after that
—the worst might possibly come to the
worst, but that remains to be seen.

In the meantime here 1 am, and
very happy to be here and to help and
to serve Australia to the best of my
ability. You may be sure that | shall
give my best and my wisest, though it
may not be the best or the wisest from
the point of view of some of you. |
venture to think, however (and | hope
I am not arrogating to myself that to
which | am not entitled), | venture to
think | am a world-citizen----that
wherever | go | can to some extent
enter into the spirit of the country
which | visit, and see to some extent
the future to which that country is
moving. When | come to Australia,
for example, | try to be as much an
Australian at heart as | possibly can.
And though from one standpoint |
may be a foreigner, nevertheless when
I come within the territorial jurisdic-
tion of Awustralia my whole heart for
the time being is Australian, and | am
thinking all the time of what | can do
to serve the country in which for the
time being | happen to be residing.

When Christ came and changed the
face of the world, He spoke not of
rights to the rich, who needed not to
achieve them; nor to the poor, who
would doubtless have abused them in
imitation of the rich; He spoke not of
utility, nor of interest to a people whom
interest and utility had corrupted; He
spoke of duty, He spoke of love, of
sacrifice, and of faith; and He said
that they should be first among all who
had contributed most by their labour
to the good of all. And the word of
Christ breathed in the ear of a society
in which all true life was extinct, re-
called it to its existence, conquered the
millions, conquered the world, and
caused the education of the human race
to ascend one degree on the scale of
progress.—Mazzini.
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Greetings

An expression of loyalty and affection was passed unanimously and. enthusiastically by
the Convention, which instructed the General Secretary to despatch a telegram to Dr. Besant

to the following effect:

The members of the Australian Section of the Theosophical
assembled convey to their beloved President heartfelt greetings,

Society in Convention
and assure her of

their unswerving loyalty and unabated confidence in her leadership.
A resolution of gratitude to Bishop Leadbeater was then carried by acclamation, in

reply to which the Bishop said:

| thank you very heartily. | don’t
know much of all this that you say
about guidance and inspiration. |
have just been trying to help along
the work in any way | could. | don’t
know whether you can call that by
these high-sounding names. You speak
of my having been here for fifteen
years. That is true; but do not
speak of my absence as though | were
going away altogether. It will be
rather longer this time, because | have
to go to Java to found a Centre there,
similar, subsidiary rather, to that
which has been formed here. The
Southern Hemisphere is banding itself
together in various ways, but | cannot
tell you about all that just now. In the
meantime | should like it to be clear to
all my kind friends here that they
must not think of me as abandoning
Australia. It is only that the Presi-
dent asked me to stay longer in India
this time than | have done during the
last three years. She wishes me to
take up my residence in India, and
make annual visits to Awustralia. So
please do not think | am abandoning
or forgetting Australia.

| have met with very great Kkind-
ness and with most loyal and valuable
help here. | shall certainly never for-
get the fifteen years which | have
spent in Awustralia, and | shall con-
tinue to think of you, and | r.ope to
visit you from time to time so long as
this body lasts. | cannot expect it to
go on for ever, but while it does last
| shall visit you, | hope annually, so
that you have not yet seen the last of
me. | shall certainly remember Aus-
tralia always, and its brotherly kind-
ness. | shall always be sending it good
thoughts and good wishes, and those
things count more than is generally
supposed. You have been receiving
greetings this morning from different
parts of the world. | suppose you
have never thought that on a higher
plane you make a very strong link
when that is done. There is a kind of
presiding genius helping each of our
Sections along. When greetings from
England are given here, for example,
that means that a great flash of thought
comes definitely to us on the mental
plane from England, generated when
they passed that motion, and of course
the same is true of other countries.

The General Secretary’s Policy Speech

The Rev. Harold Morton, returning
thanks for his re-election as General
Secretary, said:

| thank you most warmly for elect-
ing me again to the office of General

Secretary. It is an honour which | ap-
preciate, for while | shall endeavour
to fulfil all the exoteric services of a
General Secretary, | am conscious of
two more esoteric factors. First, |
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Lave the inspiration of seeing in a
unique way from this central position
the immense sacrifices of our brothers,
and then | have the opportunity of
guiding to some extent the progress of
our Section according to the Masters'
plan—which brings me to my policy
of work.

Bishop Arundale in his term of office
laid down certain principles and ob-
jectives in his well-considered pro-
gramme. | stand most whole-heartedly
and definitely for that plan—which re-
quires years of effort to be accom-
plished—and so far as | have influence
I shall solicit support for it. It is
summed up in his direct way in two
words: “Theosophize Australia.”

In addition to all that rich heritage
from my predecessor, my own special
contribution will be as far as possible
to keep a balance of progressive
thought and interest in both occultism
and mysticism. In history these two
essential methods of work have been
used one against the other; in the
Theosophical Society they amalgamate,
and by their union a grander result is
produced. The past history of the
Society has been a fascinating study of,
first, a thought-structure built up in
logical fashion—not binding on any
though accepted by a majority—and,
secondly, opportunities for world-ser-
vice which naturally followed.

As an example of this, we see the
work which our founder, Madame Bla-
vatsky, did through the use of psychic
forces; she established the principles
of practical occultism as a part of this
thought-structure. It was in no way
obligatory for anyone in the Theosophi-
cal Society to subscribe to these truths
of occultism; yet by promulgating them
the Society earned the karma of hav-
ing risen to a great opportunity. For
in consequence of this, many of our
members have gone from stage to stage
in occult development, and we number
in our ranks many pupils of the
Masters.
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Most of that past was devoted to a
forwarding and popularizing of oc-
cultism. Yet occultism and mysticism
are equal and co-operative, and now
mysticism is coming into its own. It
will not do, however, that those who
now see the shorter and more direct
road of the mystic to union should
deny their previous loyalty to occult
science. They are equal, and ! shall
endeavour most strenuously to keep
such a balance. In this way we shall
accept to the full all the previous op-
portunities of service indicated by the
Elder Brethren, adding the richness of
the Teacher’s inspiration. Bishop
Leadbeater indicated in the first num-
ber of Australian Theosophist which
he edited that it would provide articles
of use and encouragement to aspiring
pupils of the Masters. We shall with
his aid continue these articles, for Their
cause in Australia needs more workers
acting as Their accepted pupils.

Australia is our sphere of activity.
With Bishop Arundale’s help we shall
do more definite patriotic work than
hitherto, and Australian Theosophists
may perform nation-wide service.

Lastly, | would stress the need for
closer co-operation between Lodges
and Headquarters. We are endea-
vouring to strengthen all our ties with
you, that our service shall be like that
of an army which stands shoulder to
shoulder. We want to take you into
our confidence; will you do the same
with us ?  There must be no spirit of
non-co-operation or passive resistance.
Bishop Leadbeater has emphasized the
idea that we all want the same results,
but we differ sometimes as to method.
That Their plan shall be served is the
only matter of importance. Therefore
let us all serve with tremendous enthu-
siasm, keeping the same high level of
consciousness  which characterized
Bishop Arundale’s regime, and in that
way our services will be used by hu-
manity’s great servers, the Sacred
Hierarchy.
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Spiritual Centres and their Work

No. 1

On Easter Monday morning in the
Adyar Hall, Bishop Leadbeater and
Bishop Arundale delivered addresses
on “Spiritual Centres and Their Work.”

Bishop Leadbeater: | suppose we
must define our terms to some extent.
1 suppose we may safely take a Spiritual
Centre as a place from which helpful,
uplifting influence is radiated. Spiri-
tual in this sense probably means some-
thing like non-material. The idea cer-
tainly is that there should be an up-
lifting or helpful influence of some sort
radiating out from it.

Now, there are two or three things
to be noted. First of all the radia-
tion of influence of that sort must neces-
sarily be problematical. Some would
feel it, though they would not be able to
define what they felt, but a large num-
ber of people coming to such a place
would not feel anything at all, and they
would say: “How do you know that
there is a spiritual influence radiating
from this spot ?” We shall have to
face that fact. | think | can give you
an idea, though it is an idea which in-
volves your having travelled a little.
Australia is so far away from the great
Centres of the world; but any of you
who have been to Europe, who have
travelled over that Continent, will have
visited some of the great cathedrals.
Most people entering them would say:
“Well, we do feel some kind of influ-
ence here.” We should tell you from
the inner point of view (which, mind,
we never want to force upon anybody),
that our theory of that influence is that
there has been devotion shown in these
places for many centuries, so that the
very walls of the place are soaked with
devotion; they radiate it out, and most
people feel something. I am afraid
they do not all feel it. | have seen
Cook’s tourists laughing and joking in

such places, which to me, because |
do feel it, seems sacrilegious, blasphe-
mous. The people do not mean any
harm, but one would say that out of
respect for the feelings of others they
should not show derision.

I think we may say, then, that a
Spiritual Centre is one from which some
kind of good influence radiates. In
that sense there may be many different
kinds of Spiritual Centres. It is ob-
vious that a fine spiritual influence
might radiate from one of the great
Cathedrals in Rome or from one of
the cathedrals here; but also a splen-
did influence might radiate from a
Buddhist Temple or a Hindu Temple
or a Muhammadan mosque, though it
may not be of quite the same kind.
It is not only the devotion that is radia-
ted from some of the Hindu temples;
there also radiates the feeling of great
power. A great deal has been said
about the influence of relics. All sorts
of people will take long pilgrimages to
places where relics are kept; the idea
of that is something the same. People
feel there must be some influence
radiating out from the holy relic.
How strong the influence is, is another
matter. There are a great many relics
which are by no means genuine. There
is a story that a French bishop once
said:  “Sinner that | am, this is the
fourth head of the Holy Baptist that |
have held in these unworthy hands !

There was a great deal of that kind
of thing in mediaeval times. It has been
said that there are enough relics of the
wood of the True Cross to build a ship
of the line. Nevertheless it is important
to remember that after a certain time
it does not really matter much whether
the relics were genuine or not, because
there has been so much devotion out-
poured towards the relic that it radiates
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that influence----quite a genuine and up-
lifting influence. Now that would be one
kind of Spiritual Centre. There may be
any number of varieties of such things
but when you talk about a Spiritual
Centre here, | think you are probably
referring to efforts which have been
made to set up a Centre for the radia-
tion of good feeling, or good influence
of some sort, here and now in the pre-
sent day.

Now, it is of course true of us in the
Theosophical Society, as it is of any
other set of people who are working
for higher objects, that if a number of
us come together, live together and
work together, we do set up a strong
swirl all round us in mental and emo-
tional matter. You may not all be
able to feel or see the effects of this
influence, but at least you can see that,
granted that thought is a force, it must
produce results of some sort, and it
would be reasonable to suppose that
where people keep their thoughts fixed
on one thing, they would produce a
strong centre, the radiation of which
would be the same as their thought.
Where there is a community of monks,
who spend much of their time in devo-
tion to our Lord, of course they fill the
place with that strong feeling, with
that type of influence; and other sen-
sitive people who come there will have
their thoughts turned in that direction
----turned from lower things to higher
for the time being. The whole thing is
perfectly scientific.

As religious bodies send out their
type of influence, so do we in Theo-
sophy send out ours. Everyone of us
falls very far short of his ideals—I
suppose most people do in most relig-
ions—and while we are at this stage
of evolution we shall continue to fall
short; but all the same our average
level of thought is a little above the
average level of the man of the world,
whose thought-range is limited either
by his business, or much more often
by his amusements. There are plenty
of people in the world who cannot
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talk of anything but golf. There are
other people whose minds seem to be
entirely preoccupied with horse-races,
and their whole thought is fixed on that
sort of thing and is at that level. | do
not think we are conceited when we
say that the Theosophical ideas (which
do, | hope, preoccupy our minds when
we are free from our business) are at a
higher level; and therefore wherever a
number of Theosophists gather there
will be a great body of thought which,
quite without any volition on our part,
radiates out and influences other
people. To form a Spiritual Centre,
from that point of view, would be to
establish a place where the people who
inhabited it would on the whole keep
their thoughts at a level of that kind.
They would probably be doing physical
work of all sorts, but with regard to the
thought-plane, if we live up to our
ideals,we should be radiating influence
at a very high level.

the question is sometimes
asked: “How do you go to work to
found a spiritual Centre?” The only
thing you can do is to gather together
a few people who are really keenly
interested in these ideas, and let them
live there and do their work. It is also
necessary for the successful prosecution
of the spiritual work of such a Centre
that those people should all be on good
terms with each other. 1 have known
cases of people who gathered together
to work for some high object, and yet
were perpetually squabbling among
themselves as to how the work should
be done or whether this piece of it or
that piece was the most important.
Such a centre might do a great deal of
work on the physical plane, but it
would not be effective on the thought-
plane, because the constant small jar-
rings would prevent the steady pouring
out of currents of thought. One of the
most important factors for the success-
ful working of a spiritual Centre is that
there should be perfect harmony. The
people who compose the Centre are all
working for a certain object, and they
are all thinking more or less along

Now,
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those lines, and so they send out a
definite current of influence.

For a moment let me speak of how
this appears from higher planes. It is
always open to people who do not see
on higher planes to put aside clair-
voyant evidence. They may say: “I
do not see that myself, and therefore
1 do not accept it, and ! shall not take
the trouble to consider it.” That is
one way quite legitimate, yet in another
way it is not very intelligent. In the
same way you might say: “I have not
a large telescope; and although astron-
omers who have say that they make
certain observations and from them
make deductions, since | cannot see
these things or make these investiga-
tions for myself, | shall not accept
them.” The scientist makes certain
observations, and sometimes the deduc-
tions made from them are to a large
extent guess-work, and the theory put
forward as a result of those deductions
has later on to be discarded, when fur-
ther facts are brought to light. We can
get a little nearer than that to the things
of higher planes, and we try to observe
carefully and accurately, but we know
perfectly well, all of us who do such
work, that we must be exceedingly care-
ful not to allow any preconceptions to
interfere with our interpretation of our
observations.

If you want to have good results with
your spiritual Centre, it is not only
necessary that all the people should be
working for the same object and think-
ing to a large extent about the same
things; it is also necessary that they
should set up a very high standard of
brotherly feeling among themselves;
otherwise you will be liable to constant
friction which will absolutely prevent
the working of such an influence as that
of which we are speaking. It is a very
delicate and a very difficult matter to
bring any kind of a Centre into such
working order that it can be used for
this higher work as well as for the
lower. | have had some experience
along those lines. We are very well-
meaning in the Theosophical So-
ciety. We do all mean well,
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otherwise we should not be here-
at all; but of course we do not
all agree as to methods of work in all
details. It would be very dull if we
did | You see we must be a little in-
dividualistic, or we should not have
joined this Society, because to do so
we had to come out of the ordinary
thought of the day, whether it be or-
dinary worldly thought or ordinary
orthodox religious thought. We had
to break away from all that, therefore
you have shown already that you had
a certain amount of independence, of
individuality.

Now, that very power to think for
yourselves, and to strike out an in-
dividual line, is part of the outfit which
you need in order to help the world.
We must be to some extent pioneers,
and pioneers are always doing some-
thing which has not been done before;
therefore you are all to some extent
individualistic. When you bring such
people into this close daily association
with each other, there will be a little-
friction inevitably—it would not be
natural if it were otherwise. It takes
years sometimes to live down the little
quite natural antipathy which people of
one temperament feel for those of an-
other, to eliminate that antipathy so
far that it shall not affect the aura of
the place and the spiritual radiation.
I know that sounds a little unnatural.
I do not say that the people should
altogether change themselves, but | do
say that they have to acquire an almost
superhuman amount of tolerance, which
is an excellent thing theoretically, but

exceedingly difficult to put into
practice. I have heard stories of
young people who managed to
get along admirably when they

were engaged to be married, and met
only occasionally: but when they
had to live together and face one
another across the breakfast table day
after day, all kinds of little personal
habits became painfully prominent and
gradually seemed almost intolerable. |
can quite understand that, although |
have not been married in this incar-
nation.
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It is just that kind of very intimate
association that to some extent, when
you live in one big house, is so trying
unless there is a real affection among
all the people concerned. At The
Manor, for example, we have some fifty
people living in one big house. They
need not see more of one another than
they wish; they have their separate
rooms; but in order to make a useful
Centre, they must come to know one
another, and they must get over any
little friction that may arise. It does
not matter though it may be only over
very trifling things, the friction must
be entirely eliminated, so that there is
an unruffled surface. It is only when
the unity is perfect that you begin to
reap real results.

You ask what kind of work can such
a Centre do? The fact is there are so
many Kkinds of ways in which it can be
employed that in the time at my dis-
posal | cannot possibly tell you all
about it. Again | must make a little
draft on your credulity with regard to
higher things. | think we all hold the
existence of our Masters. We all be-
lieve on good evidence that there are
such Great People as these, and we
have all read books which tell us some-
thing about Them. We know that
They are all the time working for the
advancement of humanity, and that
They are ready to make use of any
opening which is offered to Them.
Suppose there should be such a gather-
ing as | am suggesting—a number of
people coming together and trying to
make themselves a unity. There is an
opportunity for Them to pour in Their
influence and let it radiate out.

You have heard that Masters some-
times take pupils. | am not at all sure
that that is the right word to use.
It would be much better to say
that They take apprentices. They
use these apprentices not only by
setting them to do things, but
by radiating out forces through
them. I am not going to lec-
ture on that; but the broad principle
of the thing is this: This pupil or
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apprentice is directed to meditate. He
fixes his mind very strongly upon the
Great One who is teaching and help-
ing him, and therefore he becomes a
kind of channel open to that particu-
lar influence, because he is in the habit
of thinking so much about that Person,
and trying to reach upwards towards
Him. He thereby opens a channel of
communication from that very much
higher level to himself.

Another thing that he is adjured to
do, and does try to do, is to be always
in a condition of sending out helpful
thought and helpful feeling. If he sees
anyone in sorrow or trouble, at once
he tries to pour good thought upon that
person, to shower out blessing and help-
ful thought, to try to cheer him up.
The result is that with practice he comes
to be an instrument open to all higher
influences, and because he is open to
the higher influences he is therefore for
the time being closed to the lower. You
cannot be thinking of the Solar Logos
and of a football-match simultaneously.
If you think principally and habitually
on higher things, the moment your
mind is free from business it leaps back
to that in which you are more closely
interested; and in our case that would
be some higher thought.

So you have a funnel open to the
higher thought, you conduct it straight
down to the physical plane, and on the
physical plane you are in the habit of
radiating out this higher thought all
round you. If you have a number of
such people together, and their
thoughts are (not all the time, of
course, but on the whole) directed up-
wards, directed towards helping the
world, you have there a very fine
machine for the distribution and direc-
tion of such thought. Such a Centre
will be a kind of labour-saving machine,
a channel through which higher people
can pour out their thought and their
force. They would do that anyhow;
but without the Centre they would have
to expend a great deal of the force in
pouring it down through the different
planes, and pressing down into coarse
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physical matter. If they can find some-
one who has already done that part
of the labour, they have nothing to
do but pour it in, and the same amount
of force will do much more work.

A Centre can do just that. It is not
only the effect of the people’s own
thoughts and their own general atti-
tude, but it is also that there are higher
powers which are all the time ready,
willing and glad to use any channel
which you make for Them. A spiritual
Centre from this point of view does
make such a channel, and it is very
largely used, and it is a good thing for
any country or any neighbourhood in
which such a Centre is established.

That is the theory of the thing. As
to the establishment of such a Centre,
the arrangements have to be made on
higher planes as well as on the phy-
sical, and therefore if you can begin
such a piece of work with a body of
people who are already closely linked
you have a much better chance of suc-

cess. | know the whole thing is diffi-
cult. It involves the whole neighbour-
hood. Such a Centre would be best

established a little away from the heavy
pressure of ordinary life. It is not
good that it should be in the busiest
street of a great city, because there the
pressure round it would be so much in
the wrong direction. If you could
establish it somewhere else it would be
better, for it would hardly be possible
to manage the delicate business of the
formation of such a Centre under such
conditions.

Adyar is meant to be such a Centre,
and to a certain extent it is. It is far
enough away from the big city; it is
about seven miles away from the city
of Madras—far enough away to be free
from those influences of that city which
would make such work almost impos-
sible, and yet near enough to be able
to exercise a good deal of influence.
Here we have been trying to make a
Centre at Clifton Gardens. We have
done well, but frankly | think we might
have done even better if we had been
a few miles further out. We have
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round us a good deal of Government
Reserve, and that is of course helpful.

Then there is the whole question,
into which | will not even begin to go,
of what is called angelic influence.
There is another great evolution besides
the human which lives and works in
our midst, close round us all the time,
and is exceedingly valuable for all this
work of radiation of force. If you can
enlist the help of the beings which in
ecclesiastical history you call the Angels
----which in India they call the Devas,
the Shining Ones—that is of incalcul-
able advantage in the work of any such
Centre. 1 can testify that there are such
great Beings, and that they are willing
to enter into co-operation with us and
to forward our efforts. | do not want
to turn aside to consider that vast sub-
ject, but | may just say that we have
obtained a good deal of this kind of
assistance in our work at Clifton Gar-
dens; and wherever anyone wants to
form such a Centre it would be worth
his while to try to get into communica-
tion with the angelic host, for he will
find his work much expedited in many
ways.

| know that to many people all that
will seem to be in the air and, if not
irrational, at least unpractical. | think
we must leave them to feel that, though
it was not thought so in the earlier ages.
People understood more about the in-
tervention of non-human entities even
in the Middle Ages, and in other civili-
zations, in other countries. We have
descended (I do not wish to use
any word that might be thought
impolite, but | am afraid we have
descended) to a gross level of material-
ity. It is a very material age, because
we are developing the lower mind, and
the result of that is that people believe
in nothing unless they can see it----and
not always even then. It is a stage in
evolution. It is natural that it should
be, but there is a higher stage ahead of
us, and that is the development of the
intuition. In some of us that is begin-
ning to sprout a little. It has not yet
developed sufficiently for us to be able
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to distinguish it from impulse in all
cases, but even so it is valuable. You

can be sure of your reasoning only when
you are reasoning with all the facts be-

fore you. But when you have only a
few facts the intuition can sometimes
help you. AnNd it may be remembered

that what we call intuition they call in
India ljuddhi, or spiritual wisdom.

That is a slight sketch of what a spir-
itual Centre should be, and of part of
its work on higher planes. It should
radiate out all kinds of good feeling.
It can aim its good feeling at certain
particular points if it wishes, or it can
just go on spreading it all round, and
let it be taken up and used by any
others who are also working for the
good of humanity in other ways. On
the physical plane, too, the Centre
ought to be doing some good work for
others. In the Theosophical Society
we do that, | hope, for Theosophists
have an especially good opportunity of
being able to establish such work. But,
as | have said, a number of people
who are thus able to break away from
ordinary life have usually sufficient in-
dividuality to make perfect harmony
difficult of achievement, so a good deal
of tact is required. So if any of you
are thinking of setting on foot anything
of that sort, first of all choose your
people very carefully, and do not for-
get that one of the prime requisites is
that they shall be tolerant and willing
to fit in with the idiosyncrasies of other
people, as other people no doubt will
have to fit in with theirs.

Sometimes when working on higher
planes we ask a question from one of
the Adepts, and have a reply which

No

Bishop Arundale: | think you would
believe in Spiritual Centres if you were
to read a certain book written by a very
eminent physicist, Professor Eddington,
entitled Stars and Atoms. It is one
of the most interesting books | know,
and in it Professor Eddington practic-
ally speaking, though not in so many
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is very illuminating. Their way of an-
swering is very fine. 1 wish we could
do it down here. When They explain
a thing to us, they always make a
thought-form of the thing so that we
can see exactly how it works. | wish
we could do that in our lectures !

I remember that one of Them
showed us how each person had, as it
were, a kind of funnel running up to
his higher vehicles, and how these fun-
nels were as yet often very rough and
unfinished, having plenty of excres-
cences and irregularities. Such a tube
may be smooth inside and a good chan-
nel just for the down-pouring of force,
but suppose you want that person to
make part of a larger funnel; then all
those external roughnesses and projec-
tions prevent the person from combin-
ing with others. They have gradually
to smooth off the irregularities and pro-
jections caused by faults, by prejudices
and fixed ideas of all sorts. All these
have to be sand-papered down, as it
were, before you can fit such a person
to become a channel along with a num-
ber of others, which is what is needed
for your Centre. And even when, after
some years of hard work, you have
made a really fine instrument, someone
may develop a prejudice and shipwreck
the whole effort !

That is a little glimpse of the inner
working of these things. | am not ask-
ing you to believe it, but that is the
thing as ! see it, and if you provisionally
accept that, you will understand the
exceeding great necessity of ridding
yourselves of your prejudices and not
obtruding them in the work.

C.W.L.

2

words, points out how each one of us
is not merely a spiritual centre but a
tremendous conglomeration of spiritual

centres. He goes so far as to say that
there are, one might say, ten
to the twenty-seventh power of

spiritual centres—atoms, universes—in
each one of us. How he arrives at that
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conclusion you will have to read for
yourselves. It is far too difficult a pro-
position to put before you this morning.
But he tells us that we are not merely
individuals but tremendous universes;
that composing us are innumerable sub-
universes for which we are responsible,
which we have to control, of which we
are the Logoi, as it were, so that talk-
ing of spiritual centres one realizes that
one is a spiritual centre oneself, that
one has one’s own work to do as a
spiritual centre, one is oneself a great
universe with innumerable other uni-
verses in one’s charge, however small
they may be, so as to fit us for the time
when in the far distant future we may
have to become great Solar Logoi and
have charge of great universes similar
to that of which we are to-day insig-
nificant parts.

So the first thing for us to realize is
that we are spiritual centres and that
we must harmonize ourselves with our
various selves to start with. Every-
thing that Bishop Leadbeater has said
about an external spiritual centre ap-
plies equally to ourselves individually.
We have to rub off all superfluous
knobs and excrescences in ourselves for
our own advantage, for our own bene-
fit, so that we may become effective
spiritual centres, both from the stand-
point of being a channel and from the
standpoint of giving life to the various
universes for which we are responsible,
which constitute our being. To me it
is extremely interesting to think that
I am after all a god. I may not
look like one, and you may be inclined
to question the assertion. Nevertheless
it is interesting to me to know that |
have charge of a great world of lives of
tremendous potentiality, that | have
charge of these and that ! must mould
them, not merely according to my own
needs but no less according to theirs,
that | am above my physical body,
above my emotional or mental body,
that | am the master of them all, their
god. | am the god of them all. |
know, too, that each body is composed
of a splendid nucleus with innumerable

THE AUSTRALIAN THEOSOPHI1ST

April 15, 1929
attendant planets, and that | am respon-
sible for their welfare. So the first les-
son we have to learn with regard to spi-
ritual centres is that we are all spiritual
centres, and that we must realize our-
selves as being in charge of ourselves
as such, being entrusted with a tremen-
dous duty, a tremendous responsibility,
and that the more quickly we become
god-like as regards the material which
has been placed at our disposal the
quicker we shall grow and the greater
the further responsibilities which will
be given to us. Apart from that aspect,
however, we have in the outer world
these centres of which Bishop Lead-
beater has spoken; we know some of
them. We know specifically of Adyar,
we know of Ommen, we know of Syd-
ney here, we know of the Ojai Valley
Centre, we know of Huizen and of
many other centres, and we realize that
they are, as it were, great machines
developing, receiving and sending out
in splendid pulsations, power, force,
blessing, benediction, service, not
merely to their respective surroundings,
but to the whole world. I myself
have visited practically most of the
Centres, with the names of which we
happen to be familiar, and 1 have abun-
dantly realized that each Centre has its
own specific peculiar work to do. Each
is a machine sui generis; it has its own
exclusive work to do. If, for example,
we take Adyar, it seems to me----1 am
speaking from my personal observation
—that we have there a great machine
of power, specifically for India and gen-
rally for the whole of the world.

Adyar is the great nucleus of the
Theosophical Society, each section of
which Society is a kind of planet re-
volving round Adyar. We have the
Australian planet, the Indian planet,
and so on. We have a whole Theo-
sophical system revolving round and
drawing its nutriment from the Adyar
nucleus, from the Adyar centre. The
dominant note of Adyar is power. |
feel | am born into power anew when
| enter the Adyar Centre. It is not in
the least unnatural that the Adyar
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Centre should be associated with
power, both because of the particular

line of evolution on which is our be-
loved President, and because of its
world relation. She is, of course, the
greatest power we have, not only in
the Theosophical Society, but | do not
hesitate to say in the whole of the
world. The whole of the Theosophical
Society, every member, wherever he or
she may live, should, even if not phys-
ically, at least otherwise, strive to con-
tact Adyar in the spirit of gaining
power. Even far away from Adyar we
can all enter into the spirit of Adyar
and be renewed by Adyar. We can
take full advantage of Adyar by in-
tuiting Adyar, bathing in the power of
Adyar. | do not say there are not
other qualities which we may also de-
rive from Adyar, but Adyar is to my
mind the great Centre of power. And
if | go to Adyar in a spirit of receptiv-
ity, trying to draw from that Centre
all | can, then | shall benefit immensely,
and my own power will to a certain ex-
tent be increased because | have been
immersed in that specific channel of
life.

Now, supposing | leave Adyar and
| go to Ojai. Before | went to Ojai |
had a conception of Ojai which | have
ceased to have. At all events which !
do not hold now. Ojai seems to me
to be dominantly a kind of place where
one lives in the future. Ojai represents
the future; it is the future, as it were,
casting its shadow, or one would rather
say the coming brightness of the future
into the present. It is the future, as it
were, laying hands on the present. |
regard Ojai as most remarkable from
that standpoint. Adyar is in many
ways a present-day working Centre, it
has to do with to-day. Ojai has to
do with to-morrow, and the peace, the
wonderful peace, of Ojai is the peace
of to-morrow, and at Ojai we may re-
adjust ourselves to to-day in the soft
light of to-morrow. But | had no con-
ception that Ojai was so powerful a
Centre, so much what we should call
a First Ray Centre—at all events the
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special part where | lived—and how
intimately it is concerned with definite
work in special directions to bring about
the future which awaits us. And it
was very interesting to talk over this
with the President, who of course is
in charge of that particular Centre, and
to see how she, very slowly, of course,
is making her plans to draw the spirit
of the future closer to the present. Of
course the moment Ojai was announced
as being a Centre everyone wanted to
flock there, 1| am afraid for the most
part seeking what they might devour,
tor people often go to Centres more
for what they can get than for what
they can give. The vast majority have
had, for the time being, to be refused
by the President because she wants to
go slowly, but she is planning a very
wonderful practical Centre there along
her own line which will foreshadow
that which is to be in the future. One
realizes how the very atmosphere of
Ojai is not an atmosphere to which one
is accustomed in other parts of the
world. It is an atmosphere entirely
different from the atmosphere of
Adyar, from the atmosphere of Syd-
ney, from any other atmosphere. It
is, as | have said, sui generis. Itis not a
little mysterious; it is strange, but while
it is both mysterious and strange it is
also very, very wonderful, and gives
me at all events a sense of what must
be the nature of Eternity. Living in
the present and so much restricted by
time, it is very difficult to grasp what the
Eternal may mean. Curiously at Ojai,
when you are there, you have an up-
lifting sense of Eternity which for a
while dominates your life in time. You
do not ignore time, but you see how
much you have been looking at life
from the standpoint of time and how
different life looks when you try to look
at it from your own particular; appre-
ciation of that which is eternal. One
seems to live in Ojai in the past, in the
present and in the future. AnNd that is
one of the most interesting features of
Ojai, which to me gives it very great
value.
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Now,.if you come to Sydney, | have
to speak with considerable care, be-
cause the nucleus and heart of the Syd-
ney Centre is seated here. He knows
much more about it than | do, but it
seems to me that when | come to Syd-
ney, especially if | come from Ojai or
from Adyar, | come to an entirely dif-
ferent type of atmosphere. All atmos-
pheres are the same in the long run.
Everything is directed to the same end,
but you discover there are different
means of approach. When one comes
to Sydney one seems concerned both
with time and eternity. In Sydney we
have a Centre in which mechanism is
strongly at work. It does not seem to
matter what you do in Ojai, if you will
not misunderstand me. It matters infin-
itely how you live in details of life in
Sydney and | sometimes think it would
be good for all our Sydney brethren
to be transferred to Ojai, so that they
might see that things that here matter
infinitely do not matter at all, and per-
haps that the Ojai people should come
over here so that the things they think
do not matter at all they discover to
matter infinitely, so that one comes to
the conclusion by swinging between
those two Centres that everything mat-
ters infinitely and that nothing matters
at all. So, perhaps, does one reach the
true philosophy of life swinging
strongly betwen Ojai on the one hand
and Sydney on the other. 1 am always
glad to be in Sydney. | may have all
sorts of aimless thoughts or feelings
elsewhere; it is not safe to have them
here because we are dealing with
mechanism, with aspects of mechanism,
which you may call forms and cere-
monies of all kinds. This is most re-
freshing. | feel myself benefited im-
mensely, and | feel sometimes the rea-
son why we are dealing with mechan-
ism in Sydney is because Australia has
a baby body. It is a very good thing
to have a baby body. There are a
great many of us who would benefit by
having a young body instead of the
aged, ramshackle vehicles some of us
are wearing. Australia has a baby
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body. That baby body must be very
careful how it is fed. When we come
to years of discretion we can afford to
indulge in late suppers and to eat in-
digestible food. At least | ought not
to say we can afford to do it, but at
least it may not be disastrous if we do.
Now the Australian baby must not eat
indigestible food, must not stay out late
at night, must not go to many shows,
must not have too much riotous living,
it is still a baby and needs careful nurs-
ing, and the Sydney Centre is trying
to help in this direction. All the
mechanism which is being used is----
amongst other work—trying to nurse
Australia’s baby body into fine youth,
into fine manhood. My hope is that
while this Centre will remain the heart,
other subsidiary Centres may be formed
in Australia so as to help to bring Aus-
tralia to her own manhood, more
quickly than might otherwise be pos-
sible.

Let us now look at Ommen. | am
not able to say what is its latest spirit,
but one feels there in touch, more than
perhaps in many ways in any
other Centre, with life universal, with
the unity of life apart from all formal
manifestation whatever. You are, as
it were, immersed in the essence of
things, yet not from the standpoint of
eternity, but from the standpoint of
every-day life. You reach there the es-
sence of every-day life and can live or
can train yourself to live more from
the essence than from the form. Then
there is another fascinating Centre in
Huizen. There we have another mech-
anism Centre of very great interest, of
very great value, of very useful pur-

pose. Remember that each Centre has
its own work to do. And no
work is antagonistic to the work

of other Centres, but is supplementary,
gives another aspect of life. Just as
the light of our Lord the Sun
breaks up into rays, so does the work
which is a reflection of our Lord the
Sun break up into different centres for
the fruition of the work He desires to
do. | have sometimes urged my Indian



April 15, 1929
brethren to make a great triangle of
Centres in India, so that the power of
the Sun may flow round that great
country. Of course the apex of that
triangle is Adyar. We have another
very remarkable Centre in Benares.
That is another very splendid Centre
which should concern itself, though 1
do not think it yet does, with the in-
tuition side of life, with the side of wis-
dom. Then there is the remaining angle.
| suppose a triangle has three angles,
although with Professor Einstein’s new
discoveries one cannot be quite
sure. As at present advised we shall
assume that a triangle has three angles.
The third angle should be somewhere
in the vicinity of Bombay. Bombay
is, as it were, the key to India’s com-
mercial prosperity, and if we could
have a Centre there to influence that
particular and very important aspect of
Indian life we might do a great deal of
good.

Well, let us remember that in addi-
tion to all these Centres each one of
us has to be a centre in himself, every
member of the Theosophical Society
should himself be a spiritual Centre, not
only as regards himself but as regards
his surroundings. Each should be able
to gather round himelf those who will

Literary Bureau

Convention decided to discontinue
Advance ! Australia and to inaugurate
a Literary Bureau and Press Agency to
supply regular copy to the Australian
newspapers. The bureau idea was in-
troduced by Professor Ernest Wood,
in order to carry on the purpose of
Advance ! Australia at less cost to the
Section than the cost of the magazine.
For the last twelve months the journal
cost the Section £1 300. The new ser-
vice is estimated to cost £350. Mr.
Studd voiced the general opinion of
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form with him a larger universe so that
the work of our Lord may be ad-
vanced. That is our duty. There are
different kinds of universes according
to differences of temperament, but each
one should realize he is a spiritual
centre already, that he can make a uni-
verse of himself, he being the nucleus,
he being its sun, shining more and
more upon his universe. And when
one realizes that there is nothing else
but sunlight, that we are all radiations
of that sunlight, that we are all of us
more or less splendid schemes of col-
our, at all events in the becoming, then
when we look at our Lord the Sun,
when we see how He shines, we cannot
but realize that we have no other pur-
pose in life than to strive to begin at
our own humble level to shine in our
surroundings, even as He shines so
splendidly over the whole of His uni-
verse.

Let us take from this meeting the
thought that we are little tiny suns,
shining to our own measure and, as we
grow in wisdom and in brotherhood,
shining not only to our own small mea-
sure but to an ever-increasing measure
of purpose until some day we shall
shine even as our Lord the Sun.

G.S.A.

and Press Agency

members that the Section has not suffi-
cient capital to give Advance ! Australia
the necessary publicity or to keep it go-
ing until it should become self-suppor-
ting through advertisements.

Bishop Arundale’s idea was not to
drop Advance ! Australia, but to carry
on a smaller magazine on the same
lines, from which proofs of articles
might be sent to the press. He even
offered to put down money to finance
it.
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Senator Reid’s difficulty was to know
how far Advance ! Australia was affec-
ting the public. He believed that the
Literary Bureau proposed by Professor
Wood for circulating Advance ! Aus-
tralia views through the country press
would make a greater impression than
the magazine itself. It would be a won-

derful way of circulating theosophic
news. What does Bishop Leadbeater
think?

Bishop Leadbeater: | cannot pre-
tend to pronounce upon that, but from
what | know of country newspapers in
other countries | am entirely in accor-
dance with the idea that almost any
well written matter will be accepted,
especially by a daily or weekly paper.
There come times when there is no par-
ticular news, and then naturally they
will take the best material they can get.
| should think the Senator’s idea is an
exceedingly good one. | do not know
that | could pretend to compare it with
the effect produced by Advance 1 Aus-
tralia. The great point in favour of
this other idea is that by it you reach
an enormous number of people and
they will certainly read the papers. |
should think that this is a thing which
ought to be done.

Bishop Arundale: | see Senator
Reid’s point and | am in harmony with
Professor Wood’s idea with regard to
the issue of articles. My view is that
we could possibly combine the two
without much expense. You can al-
always take in advance pulls of articles
which we are going to print and cir-
culate them among the Press. We
might be more successful in regard to
Advance ! Australia.. 1 am not sure
that we are quite as courteously pug-
nacious in Advance ! Australia as we
might be. It is not easy, but if we
look over Australia there are certain
things upon which stress must be laid.
For instance the maintenance of law
and freedom. That is vital. A Dbit-
ing article on that subject would have
a fitting place in Advance ! Australia,
and if we were more definite and dealt
not exclusively with social and educa-
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tional reform but with political
matters, on questions of principle,
we might possibly find that the
cirulation would increase because
people would see that we dealt with
current topics in a big way.
That might possibly be success-

ful, and then if you find Advance ! Aus-
tralia impossible to maintain we might
fall back upon Professor Wood’s views.

Professor Wood, introducing his re-
solution for establishing a Literary Bu-
reau, said: “We should not be discon-
tented if we get no more than one ar-
ticle in ten into the press. The benefit
of the scheme will be cumulative. Mem-
bers will respond more readily to the
Active Service Fund if they know that
we are reaching the people.”

Senator Reid admitted that the press
offered an immense field. The country
press were always looking for good
copy. A weekly letter from Head-
quarters would be money well spent.

The new agency, to be called the
Advance ! Australia News Service, will
be organized by Mr. Davidge, in addi-
tion to his duties as Assistant General
Secretary.

Oath of the Fascisti.

By the blood of our 2,000 martyrs
whom we invoke as witnesses and
judges of our action, we, the Black
shirts of Piacenza, swear that for one
year we will not wear on our persons
any gold, silver, or other precious met-
als or stones. We will work ardently
without pay for the good of our
country. We will give all superfluous
ornaments to a fund for supporting
enterprises having goodness, civiliza-
tion, beauty, and civic improvement as
their objects.

When once the plan of work of the
Logos dawns upon a man’s horizon he
sees that to the exclusion of everything
else, and throws his energies into it,
and whatever is best for that work he
tries to do, even as regards the smallest
detail of every-day life.----C.W.L
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The Australian Theosophist

The Australian Theosophist was
taken over from Bishop Leadbeater,
who resumed its publication in August
last from a private fund. The journal
will be sent free to every member of
the Section, the General Secretary hold-
ing that the member away from the
capital centres particularly needs such
a magazine as a link with Headquar-

ters. With the General Secretary
as editor, Bishop Leadbeater will co-
operate, and it is probable that

the circulation of over 400 oversea sub-
scribers which he has built up will in-
crease, as he will still contribute articles.

The Active

Convention again adopted the Active
Service Fund. This year the basis will
be 1/-, Senator Reid’s idea in propo-
sing a Shilling Fund being to make the
response as wide as possible. The
Senator, contending that “the position
of the Theosophical Society is of some
importance to the life of Australia,
said this Fund would give the officers
the money they required for carrying
on the work. Mr. Mackay considered
it the best and fairest way of raising
the money.

An unsuccessful attempt was made
to discontinue the Active Service Fund
and to establish separate funds for
such purposes as propaganda, The
Australian Theosophist, etc. Another
proposal was to change the name of
the Fund, but the Executive Commit-
tee, to whom this matter was referred,
saw no reason to alter it.

Out of 1663 members in the Section
only 621 contributed last year: 295
gave 6d or less per week, 103 1/-, 66
1/6, 42 2/-, 47 2/6, 30 5/-, 22 10/-,
and 16 more than 10/-. The General
Secretary expects that the Shilling

The General Secretary tendered the
thanks of the Section to Bishop Lead-
beater for handing over so excellent
a magazine, and Mrs. Bean voiied the
indebtedness of the whole Society to
Bishop Leadbeater for so fine a pro-
duction. Mrs. Bean suggested that as
it is now a Section journal it should
publish Lodge notes and oversea Sec-
tion news and intensify in the Lodges
the Section spirit. Will the Lodge
correspondents take this as an invitation

to report on Lodge activities, briefly
and to the point ?

Service Fund

Fund will bring in greater revenue

this year; if every member subscribed
1 /- a week the Budget would be fully
covered.

ft O ft

Professor Ernest Wood, presiding
over a meeting of Blavatsky Lodge on
April 10th, urged members to support
the Active Service Fund. He read a
letter from the Section Treasurer com-
mending the Fund as vital to the suc-
cess of the Society’s work in Australia.
Mr. John Mackay strongly supported
the appeal.

That union of the separate will with
the one Will for the helping of the
world is a goal which seems to be more
worthy of reaching after than aught
the world can offer. Not to be separate
from men, but one with them; not to
win peace and bliss alone, but to say
with the Chinese Blessed One: “Never
will | enter into final peace alone, but
always and everywhere will | suffer and
strive until all enter with me”—that is
the crown of humanity.—A.B.



Page 24

THE AUSTRALIAN THEOSOPHIST

April 15, 1929

A Big Conception of Motherhood

Rukmini Arundale Speaks.

Addressing a Convention meeting
on Easter Monday Mrs. Arundale
said:

Friends: | am going to speak to you
to-day of what | believe to be the es-
sential principle we must realize in re-
gard to the work of the World-Mother.
It is true that no matter what great
ideal we may have, we must put it
into practice. We must go out into the
world and work for that ideal. But
before doing anything we must under-
stand what we feel, we must under-
stand what we are talking about.

It is true that the World Mother is
a real Being, that She is very near to
us all, and that She is easily approach-
able to all if we will approach Her.
More than anything else in the world
what women need is the right under-
standing of life, the right understan-
ding of womanhood, and what mother-
hood is. People talk about mother-
hood and sometimes | must confess 1
feel a little impatient because they are
narrowing it down, because they don’t
realize the universal principle of
motherhood that lives in Nature, in all
our hearts, no matter what kingdom of
life we may belong to. It is a prin-
ciple that is real and which we must
feel deeply and strongly before we can
talk about it or work for it. | would
advise you all to try to think more
about it, to try to feel the World-
Mother for yourselves, to try to feel
Her in your hearts, to feel that we are
temples of Her life and that we must
shine in the world as Mothers and as
Her representatives.

We all say that She is the World-
Mother, that She is the one who lives
in all Nature, that She desires to help
the women of the world, and that She
takes a keen interest in every depart-
ment of life. All that is true, but do
we understand the bigness of it, do we
understand the greatness of the prin-

ciple ? Do we understand even a little
bit of Her compassion or Her love for
the world ? What we must do if we
are to work for Her is to try to live
the right life, try to have the right at-
titude. | have heard many women
talk about the Mother principle, and as
far as you hear the words they are
quite right, but they do not seem to
understand at all. Others who do
not talk much about the subject often
have the life in them. It is much more
important that we have the life, that we
have the attitude, that we have the
understanding before even talking.
Please do not think that | object to
your talking about it, and that | ob-
ject to your talking before you under-
stand. It will be a long time before
any of us understand perfectly. We
must try to understand our own
consciousness much more, so that
we can understand the spirit of
Her, which is more than all the words
can express. It is so important that
we should understand because we do
not know how things are going to be
in the future. Many people, | know,
talk about the problems of women and
young people—they talk about mar-
riage and divorce and all sorts of sub-

jects. Personally | have no opinions
on those matters. I don’t like
to say which is right and which
is wrong, because nobody knows

which is right and which is wrong. |
hope and | believe that there will be a
new ideal of motherhood and an en-
tirely new conception of womanhood
and motherhood. As the world pro-
gresses we must have new ideals in
life. So | don’t like to see any kind
of dogmas or doctrines put down in the
name of the World-Mother—unless the
person knows what he or she is talk-
ing about, and very few people do
know.

There are all sorts of subjects which
we need to study. We should have a
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Letter understanding of motherhood,
and we should work for women’s
movements, and more than anything
else we must have the right attitude
to them. It is wonderful that women
have a great Leader and Helper. But
it is essential that we should be imper-
sonal in Her work. If there is any
sense of superiority or narrow satisfac-
tion we cannot really help. Father-
hood and motherhood must have equal
places in the world because both father
and mother are responsible for our
civilization. They are both respon-
sible for the upbringing of children
and therefore for the growth of the
world, and it is necessary that both
father and mother should understand
the work of the World-Mother and
learn to appreciate and love and rev-
erence Her so as to bring Her spirit
down into their lives and into the lives
of the children they are training and
so help the world to progress in true
and noble citizenship.

It has been said in the scriptures, and
specially in the Hindu scriptures, that
woman must be honoured because she
is the mother of the race. We must
understand that we must honour the
whole world. We must honour every-
thing that lives in the world. We must
honour Nature herself. We must
honour the animals, we must honour
everything that is beautiful in the world,
because all things are part of the pro-
gress of the world, and if we are to
be representatives of the World-Mother
and work for Her we must translate
some of Her compassion, some of Her
love which She feels for the world.

She said once in the Call of the
World-Mother that the fiercest animal
becomes gentle, the gentlest animal all-
powerful in the protection of its little
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ones. Can you feel that for the
world ? We must feel the power that
the animal has to protect its young in
helping those who suffer, who are un-
happy and poor. We must have the
equal love to help those who are in
sorrow and suffering, and join every
movement for helping them, no matter
to what kingdom or class of life we
may belong.

What matters is whether you are wil-
ling to be temples of Her power,
whether you are willing in your hum-
blest position to think of Her, to wor-
ship Her, to meditate on Her, and
bring down that beauty, that right at-
titude to life and live it in the best
possible way. If we are to live the
life then we are really representing the
World-Mother, and | cannot imagine
a better representation of Her than to
live the right life. | do want to im-
press upon you to understand the right
attitude and the right life. It is so easy
for some people to talk about them,
but not so easy to understand because
it cannot be put into words properly.
It is so subtle, unlike science. It is
something we must try to live up to.
We must try to expand ourselves to
this great influence, for only then can
we know what it is. If you want to
be really useful in the world, try to
understand this great idea and don’t
narrow it down. Try to get a big con-
ception of life, a big idea of life, and
people will understand what you say
and get a greater inspiration to live up
to this wonderful thing that is coming
into their lives. To understand what the
spirit of motherhood really is we should
try to understand it and to live it in
our daily lives—for only through liv-
ing beautiful lives can we understand
the Beautiful.

Address by Bishop Arundale

Bishop Arundale addressed the
gathering as follows:

It is very difficult for me to speak
on this subject, not because ! have not

a very great and deep reverence for

that great official of the Hierarchy
whom we call the World-Mother, but
because the work She is doing for us
is more for the women than for the
¢men, and | cannot be expected to
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know as well as the women ought to
know what service can be rendered.
We know, of course—we can imagine
even if we do not know—mhow won-
derful and splendid She is. We can
realize how She expresses the power
of God in a way in which no other
member of the Inner Government of
the World expresses that power. She
is unique, and She is recognized as
such, | venture to say, by those who
are Her peers. She must indeed be
the great jewel of our Great Hierarchy.
That She is cherished by our great
Elder Brethren is one of the most ob-
vious of things; and if They cherish
Her as They do cherish Her, if They
honour Her as They do honour Her, if
They show to Her that wondrous
chivalry that They do show Her,
surely we too must strive to know Her,
to reach out to Her glory, to enter into
the spirit of Her splendour, and rea-
lize all She is, how tremendously
powerful She is, what wondrous under-
standing She has, and what marvel-
lously tender passion She pours out
upon the world. These qualities are
urgently needed in the world to-day,
and if you would make yourselves
worthy to serve Her then you will try
to show in your lives those qualities in
which She is superbly supreme. Above
all, think of Her unequalled purity, a
purity so radiant as to be well-nigh
blinding, and strive so to live that a
reflection of this purity shines through
you upon the outer world.

We must do all this with our whole
hearts and full of enthusiasm. In two
ways we can accomplish that object.
We can make motherhood more
honoured than it is. We can make
motherhood one of the greatest sac-
raments. We can surround mother-
hood with all that with which it should
be surrounded. We can render all
possible service to those who are about
to enter upon that sacrament, and we
can spread the great ideal of the World-
Mother, to help everyone to be familiar

THE AUSTRALIAN THEOSOPHIST

April 15, 1929
with that ideal, not as an abstraction
but as a great personal reality.

It would be well that every woman
here render specific service along
these lines, acquainting other women
with the splendour of this great
Teacher, and helping them to realize
the great inspiration She can become
to all. Every woman is a personal
representative, more or less con-
sciously, | fear generally the latter, of
the World-Mother. If one could speak
to women far and wide about this
great Mother, about this great Arche-
type of womanhood, there might come
about a mighty awakening in woman-
hood of priceless value to the world.
In Her strength all things can be done.
And if each one of you would gather
round yourself a little group of friends,
of those who may be interested, then
you could talk together about Her,
imagine Her glory and cause it to shine
through you.

After all, is She not a familiar figure
in most faiths ? She is known to us
Christians as Our Lady, and under one
name or another She is known in every
faith. Thus should we restore to
womanhood that which to some extent
it has lost. If we could restore to
womanhood the power which belongs
to womanhood through the knowledge
of Her, then might the world be trans-
formed. | hope you will each do what
you can. It is good to be active in
schemes for the uplift and freedom of
women. But it is a special duty to
bring people to some knowledge of
Her who is the great Mother of the
World. You must do that. You must
make Her a personal Friend, if | may
say so, wherever you can. You must
so live that you inspire some at least to
go forth and render service in Her
name.

First, | would say, gather round you
those who can be inspired, and if you
yourselves do that you yourselves will
know more, for where two or three are
gathered together in Her name there
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She will be in their midst. So you can
draw nearer to Her by yourselves
drawing together in Her name, putting
aside your prejudices and superstitions
and trying to follow her with the aid
of your intuition.

Then honour Her by attending those
who come near that great sacrament.
Mother them as they need to be
mothered, making motherhood—the
married state—a matter of sacrament,
a matter of splendid service to the race
and to the world.

These are things we all could do,
some of them quite practical and active,
and some of them more in the way of
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developing an attitude. But if She has
at all entered into your hearts you will
be eager to spread the news of Her
and see Her in all women who need
your help, so that you may help them
and make their lives easy so far as lies
in your power. If the women of the
Theosophical Society would band
themselves together to be Her minis-
ters we could achieve wonderful things
and we should make the path of the
World-Teacher easier than it is at pre-
sent. Draw near to Her, and go forth
in knightly ardour and help those who
are Her own immediate concern and
Her special charge.

Closing of Convention

“We Must Push This Country.”

Bishop Leadbeater in closing Con-
vention said:

1 am asked to close the Conven-
tion. That does not leave me an open-
ing to suggest very much. 1 would
only say this. We do inevitably waste
a certain amount of time. | suppose
that is always so in every Parliament
in the world. When any large number
of people have to be consulted about
any matter, of course there must be
perfect freedom for them to express
themselves, so long as they express
themselves courteously—courteously,
of course, we take all that for granted
—carefully, and with thought. We
could save a good deal of time if we
were able to think out things a little
more beforehand, and for that | think
we must have our meetings more defi-
nitely orderly----more in hand as it
were. However good a proposition
may be, if three or four members rise
simultaneously to make it, there is a
certain amount of confusion. 1 think
we could save a good deal of time at
these Conventions.

1 always think that, besides its busi-
ness, a Convention is a very big op-
portunity. We gather together and
come to know one another. 1 suppose
you have heard of Charles Lamb. He
was once speaking critically to a
friend of a third person, and the friend
said: ““You are criticizing this person,
but do you really know him ?” Lamb
replied: “Of course | don’t; if | did |
should like him I” So | say, learn to
know one another, and please give the
fullest credit to the person who doesn’t
agree with you. That is most impor-
tant. There is always room for legiti-
mate expression of opinion. It took a
long time for the States of Awustralia
to agree to a Federal Constitution, to
a centralized government. There are
always two sides to every question----
often more than two.

1 am glad that, though there has
been a great deal of discussion in this
Convention, there has been a better
feeling than there was last year. The
people who opposed last year were
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sometimes unnecessarily bitter; they
introduced a good deal of personal
feeling. | do think—I!1 am not throw-
ing bouquets—I do believe there has
been better feeling. There has been
a much kindlier acceptance of ideas.
1 hope the decisions to which you have
eventually come will all work for the
good of the whole.

1 think very greatly of this bureau
idea. Editors of country papers will
take good copy on important subjects,
though some of them are not interested
in much above the turnip-field. Your
news will at least, ! trust, be well put,
and that is why you are suggesting Mr.
Davidge. | think he will do it well,
for he has done well in other ways.
I hope our impact on the Australian
press will be a much bigger thing than
it is at present. There is one thing
that it may do—it may give us in-
creased membership, and that is always
to the good. As for the Broadcasting
Station, 1! am also hoping for member-
ship from that.

Anyway, try to keep your strong
brotherly feeling. While you are bor-
ing away at your own idea, don’t be
uncharitable to the brother who s
boring at his, and thinks his is the only
one that will save the situation. | have
been in the Theosophical Movement
forty-seven years, and there has always
been a situation to be saved. In
Madame Blavatsky’s time there were
about seven a day. Your stormiest
seas now are as peace to a cyclone
compared with what we had in those

days. You might have had your feel-
ings hurt. We never abused her of
course, but she roundly abused us

sometimes—indeed quite frequently.
She was a person of very strong
opinions.

We all have our different opinions
---—-it would be a very dull world if we
had not. But the one thing we all have
in common is the great idea of trying
to spread Theosophy. We differ as
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to how we can best do it. That is
legitimate. Let us all try our different
ways as well as we can. The majority
must decide. 1 am not at all in favour
of democracy myself. A benevolent
despotism would push through the
work much better and more quickly
than any democracy ever can. In
Italy, | am told, Mussolini administers
castor-oil when necessary, but he gets
things done. But when you have too
many people to consult it is very hard
to do anything. Our great advantage
is that we have all sides put, perhaps
at too great length sometimes. | am
sure every member means thoroughly
well.  There is a certain clash of
opinion sometimes; but keep the bro-
therly feeling. That is worth much
more than the decision. It would be
better to take the slightly less perfect
way, the way that is not quite so effec-
tive, and maintain the brotherly feel-
ing, than to take the very best way if
it might lead to quarrelling. Let us
keep this feeling at the back all the
time; it is much more important than
the special method adopted. Try to
feel just as happy and just as brotherly
about it when you are in the minority.
If the majority feels another way—
well, you may say, perhaps the ma-
jority was inspired; let us support the
majority, and anyhow let us spread
this message of Theosophy.

| believe in your Australia. But | am
sometimes disposed to doubt whether
all Australians believe in Australia. |
know that people say you ought to be
patriotic for the whole world, for hu-
manity en masse; but unless you can be
patriotic for your own country, your
patriotism for the world will not
amount to much. | have seen many
lands, and | tell you that you have op-
portunities here that few countries
have. Many of them you have for-
feited in the past. Can we not agree
together to work for the good of the
people ? We must push this country
—you don’t need an Englishman to
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tell you that. We will theosophize
Australia, but first of all we must have
a united and coherent Australia to
theosophize. Let us make a (great
push for it.

1 am going away on a tour, but be
sure that nevertheless | shall be with
you in spirit. Take away in your
minds and hearts the best part of the
Convention. Don’t worry about
things you wanted to do, and could
not quite manage. Don’t remember
that some people were annoyed or a
little excited. Keep in mind the best
part of it. Exercise what the Lord
Buddha called “Right Memory’’; re-
member the good points, and forget
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the others—if there were any others;
remember the splendid feeling of
unity and brotherhood. You represent
the Australian Section; see that you do
represent it, and that you try to shed
over it the blessing of the Masters to
whom reference has just been made,
by learning to respect one another and
to feel brotherly affection one for
another. So take back to your Lodges
not only the greetings of the Section
but something of the Brotherhood of
the Section; let us make that our great-
est thought, and then see what work
we can do. | hope to be here again
for next Convention, to see what splen-
did results have ben achieved during
the year. AnNd so, God bless you all !

Minutes of Convention, 1929

Convention opened with a reception in
the Adyar Hall on Thursday evening, March
28th, the General Secretary (Rev. Harold
Morton) welcoming delegates and members,
and offering a special welcome to Bishop
and Mrs. Arundale. Bishop Arundale, in
response, urged members of the Theosophi-
cal Society to do all in their power to alle-
viate the “‘critical condition” cf the country.

The business session opened on Good
Friday at 10 a.m., the General Secretary
presiding. Bishop Leadbeater delivered the
opening address, endeavouring to stir up the
patriotism of the members.

GREETINGS.

Bishop Arundale brought greetings from
India, urging members to show the same
spirit for Awustralia as the President was
doing for India. Professor Ernest Wood de-
livered greetings as the new Recording Sec-
retary, and cabled greetings were received
from Bishop Wedgwood (Huizen), the Eng-
lish General Secretary (Mrs. Jackson), Mr.
L. W. Burt (Perth), and Mr. and Mrs. G.
Reid (Launceston).

Resolved that Miss V. K. Maddox, Miss
P. Horder and Mr. J. L. Davidge be ap-
pointed secretaries for Convention. (Morton-
Mackay) .

MINUTES.

The Minutes of the 1928 Convention, pub-
lished in the Australian Theosophist for April,
1928, were taken as read and confirmed.
(Mackay-Harding.)

GREETINGS TO THE PRESIDENT.

“That the members of the Aus-
Society

Resolved:
tralian Section of the Theosophical
in Convention assembled convey to their
beloved President heartfelt greetings, and
assure her of their unswerving loyalty and
unabated confidence in her leadership.”
(Morton-Mrs. Mackay.)

GREETINGS TO BISHOP LEADBEATER.

Resolved: “That the members of the Aus-
tralian Section of the Theosophical Society
in Convention assembled express to Bishop
Leadbeater their deep and loving gratitude
for his continued guidance and inspiration
during the last fifteen years and assure him
of their strong determination to carry on
whole-heartedly during his temporary absence
from this land the great work for humanity

to which he has devoted his life.” (Morton-
Mackay.)
Bishop Leadbeater returned thanks (see:

p. 10).
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GREETINGS TO KRISHNAJI.

Resolved: “That members of the Awustra-
lian Section in Convention assembled send to
Krishnaji reverent and loving greetings, with
the hope that he will shortly visit Australia.”
(Mackay-Wood.)

GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT.

The General Secretary’s Report, printed in
The Australian Theosophist, January, 1929,
was adopted (Miliar-Cramp) after the Gene-
ral Secretary had explained that the total
membership of the Section was [663 and
not 1516 as stated in the Report. The
figure 1663 had been obtained by careful
revision of the records. From all these
members dues were likely to be received.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The Treasurer’s Report and Balance Sheet
were adopted. (Reid-Cramp.)

OFFICERS ELECTED.

1. General Secretary. Mr. Frei reported
the single nomination, from Blavatsky Lodge,
of the Rev. Harold Morton; the nomination
was recommended by the Section Council.

Mr. John Mackay moved: “That Mr. Mor-
ton be re-elected General Secretary at a
salary of £400 a year.” Both he and Mr.
Harding, who seconded, spoke highly of Mr.
Morton’s ability. Mrs. Chase supported on
behalf of the Western Australian Lodges.
Mr. Millar supported.

Senator Reid moved an amendment: “That
the General Secretary’s salary be £300 a
year.”

Mr. Orlo-Smith moved a further amend-
ment: “That £500 be voted for the two
positions of General Secretary and Assistant
General Secretary.” Mr. Studd, in second-
ing, expressed the view of the Melbourne
Lodge as being totally opposed to the prin-
ciple of payment of officials in the Society.
Mr. Frei explained that the sum of £400 had
been fixed by Convention last year after two
months’ notice. Mr. A. E. Bennett and Mr.
Harding upheld Mr. Mackay’s motion.

The closure was applied (Arundale-
Mackay), Senator Reid withdrew his amend-
ment in order to facilitate discussion, and
Mr. Orlo-Smith’s amendment was negatived
by 66 votes to 45, the Lodges voting accord-
ing to numerical strength. Mr. Mackay’s
resolution was then adopted on a show of
hands.

Mr. Morton returned thanks.

2. Assistant General Secretary. The Gene-
ral Secretary reported that four applications
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had been received for the position of Assist-

ant General Secretary, namely, Mr. J. L.
Davidge, Mr. Donald Steward, Miss E. B.
Wood and Miss Patricia Horder. [Appoint-

ment was made the following day at the
meeting of the Section Executive.]

3. Treasurer. Mr. F. W. Houstone.

(Cramp-Miss Upward.)

4. General Council. General Secretary,
Treasurer, Presidents of Lodges and ten ad-
ditional members as follows:----Senator Reid,
Mr. John Mackay, Mr. lan Davidson, Mr. S.
Studd, Mr. J. L. Davidge, Mr. W. Harding,

Mr. A. E. Bennett, Mr. R. E. Bennett, Mrs.
Orlo-Smith, Mrs. Moss. (Hynes-Studd.)

5. Executive Committee. General Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Senator Reid, Messrs.
Mackay, Davidson, Studd, Davidge, Harding,
A. E. Bennett, R. E. Bennett, Mrs. Orlo-
Smith, Mrs. Moss, and Presidents of five

Brisbane, Blavatsky,
(Morton-Reid.)

capital Lodges, namely,
Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth.

6. Auditor. Mr. T. W. Macro. (Mackay-
Hynes.)
BUDGET FOR 1929.

Advance ! Australia. Resolved: “That
Advance ! Australia be discontinued after

the April issue.” (Morton-Studd.)

Active Service Fund. Mr. John Mackay
moved: “That the Active Service Fund be
again adopted for the next twelve months.”
Mr. A. E. Bennett seconded.

Mr. Orlo-Smith moved an amendment:
“That the Active Service Fund as such be
discontinued, and that if necessary there
should be established in its place separate
funds for special purposes, for which special

appeals should be made, if desired.” Mr.
Hynes seconded.
The amendment was lost, and Mr. Mac-

kay’s resolution was adopted.

Resolved further: “That the appeal for
the Active Service Fund be 1/- a week.”
(Reid-Mackay.)

The question of the name of the Fund was
left to the Executive, some speakers having
urged that it should be changed.

A proposal that a joint appeal should be
made for the Theosophical Society and the
Order of the Star was withdrawn after Mr.
John Mackay had read a cablegram from
Mr. Rajagopal intimating that Mr. Krishna-
murti did not desire his name to be associa-
ted with such an appeal. Mr. Mackay added
that the Council had not approved it.
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The Australian Theosophist. Resolved:
“That The Australian Theosophist be taken
over from Bishop Leadbeater, carried on as
a Section magazine beginning from April,
and sent free to members of the Section.
(Morton-Mackay.)

Further discussion of the Budget was ad-
journed till the following day.

LODGES AND DUES.

Per Capita Payments. In the absence of
Mrs. Van Assche, the General Secretary
submitted, Dr. Cramp seconding, the follow-
ing motion (No. 7 on the agenda): That
the per capita payments from the Lodges to
Sectional Headquarters be reduced from
10/- to 6/-.” This was not pursued in
view of the following amendment:

Resolved: “That the Section Dues for
members between the ages of 18 and 22! be
5/-." (Mrs. Maddocks-Miss Dilling.)

On behalf of Perth Lodge Mr. A. E. Ben-
nett moved, Mrs. Chase seconding: “That
Section Dues be entirely eliminated, and
that deficits be made up by voluntary sub-

scriptions.” This was ruled out of order, in
view of the adoption of Mrs. Maddocks'
amendment.

There was no mover for Mrs. van Assc'he’s
proposal (No. 8): “That no new Lodge be
required to pay any dues to the Section un-
til its membership is fifteen members.”
Lapsed.

Unattached Members. The following mo-
tion (No. 6) was ruled out of order (Millar-
Davidson) as unconstitutional: “Add to Rule
3, clause (g) the following: ‘But before any
such person, when living within a radius of
twelve miles of a Lodge is accepted as an
Unattached Member the fullest consideration
be given to his or her case by the Section
Executive.’

The General Secretary said the Council
had not approved the motion, and Professor
Wood held that it was not necessary to in-
struct the Section officers as to their duty.

BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS.

Resolved: “That no undertaking of a busi-
ness nature involving financial liability out-
side the authorized activity of the Theo-
sophical Society, Australian Section, shall be
entered into by the Section without the pre-
vious consent of Convention.” (Studd-
Orlo-Smith.)

At 5 p.m. Convention was adjourned until
next day.

10 am. on
the

Convention reassembled at
Saturday and resumed discussion of
Budget.
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“That the first ten items be
passed as printed.” (Mackay-Mason.) These
items comprised: Telephone, £20; light and
power, £12; postages, £40; stationery and
office requisites, £35; printing, £75; sun-
dries, £40; typewriter, £13; Convention ex-
penses, £15; rent and cleaning (£22 per
month 3 rooms), £270; Adyar dues, £83.
Mr. Orlo-Smith raised the question of rent,
but the consensus of opinion was against
leaving the seventh floor of Adyar House.
Bishop Arundale was totally opposed to
moving out of this building.

Resolved:

Travelling Lecturer. £250. The General
Secretary said the Council had recommended

that this item be dropped. Mrs. Bean, Mrs.
Moss, Mrs. Chase spoke in favour of a
National Lecturer in the interests of the
Lodges. Prof. Wood urged the adoption of

the English system of interchanging honorary
Lecturers between the Lodges, the only ex-
pense to the Section being actual travelling.
If a National Lecturer were appointed at a
salary of £300, the Section might pay £200

and the Lodges the balance. After Mrs.
Maddocks, Roseville Lodge, had proposed,
Miss Moss seconding and Mrs. Bean sup-
porting: “That Dr. Roest be appointed
National Lecturer,” the question of the ap-
pointment of a National Lecturer was re-
ferred to the Executive Committee. (Reid-

Hynes.) [A special meeting of the Execu-
tive held April 4th decided not to appoint a
National Lecturer until funds are available.]

General
£100. Passed.

Secretary's Travelling Allowance,
(Cramp-Mrs. Chase.)

Mason Beatty (Travelling),
(Houstone-Davidge.)

Mrs. £39.

Passed.

President’'s Travelling Fund, £57. Struck
out for the current year as Dr. Besant’s
plans do not include an Australian tour now.

Advance ! Australia, 4 months to date of

discontinuance, £420. 80 Years Young
Fund, balance £1! 16. Both items passed.
(A. E. Bennett-Chase.)

Contingencies, £300. Struck out.

Australian Theosophist, about £450.
Passed. (A. E. Bennett-Cramp.)

Assistant General Secretary. Mr. Orlo-
Smith moved: That no further salaried
offices be created.” Dr. Cramp seconded.
Prof. Wood introduced a motion: “That in

order to carry on the purpose of Advance !
Australia a literary bureau and press agency
be established to keep in touch with all im-
portant papers in Australia and supply copy
wherever possible.” Bishop Arundale
seconded. Mr. Orlo-Smith accepted this as
an amendment. Senator Reid, Mr. Mackay,
Mrs. Mason-Beatty favoured the press
bureau, Mr. Mackay opposing Mr. Orlo-
Smith’s motion as tending to stultify the
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work of the Section. Prof. Wood’s amend-
ment was carried, and the motion by Mr.
Orlo-Smith was negatived.

Resolved: “That a salary of £3 a week be
allowed for the Assistant General Secretary,
and £3 for the Literary Bureau fficer.’
(A. E. Bennett-Arundale.) Bishop Arundale
said no one had yet been mentioned as press

correspondent, but he wanted to see Mr.
Davidge appointed to the position. The ap-
pointment was referred to the Executive

Committee. [The Executive confirmed the
General Secretary’s appointment of Mr.
Davidge. ]

A vote of £200 for the special purposes
of the Literary Bureau was passed. (Mor-
ton-A. E. Bennett.)

NEXT CONVENTION.

Resolved: “That Convention in 1930 be

held in Sydney.” (Morton-Bean.)

The General Secretary thanked his staff
for their co-operation during the past year:
Mr. Frei as Assistant General Secretary,
(much of the success of the office was due to
him) ; Mrs. Mason Beatty for her strenuous
activity in the lecture field; Mr. Houstone as
Treasurer; Mr. Davidge as editor; Mrs. Demp-
ster as Assistant Treasurer; Miss Patricia
Horder as Private Secretary. Also he
thanked the ladies who had given voluntary
service, not only on Convention Committees
but in many essential ways during the year.

CLEANING UP THE AUGEAN STABLE.
Mr. A. E. Bennett moved:

“ 1. That Lodges be urged to form from
members interested in the subject Groups
to study and deal with the Awustralian in-
dustrial-political situation and the culti-
vation of an Australian National spirit.

“2. That such Groups comprise Theo-
sophists of all industrial-political views, but
that those members in touch with the
Labour movement form a Section within
that Group and that the Nationalist element
do likewise.

“3. That these Sections go into the
Labour and National Movements and en-
deavour to clean up these movements and
infuse into them our Theosophical attitude
to Australia. That these Groups use their
Theosophical membership as a common
meeting ground in an effort to remove
class antagonism.”

Resolved: “That the Lodges be urged to
take up the matter of forming political
groups.” (Bennett-Bean.)
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THE COMING YEAR.

The General Secretary, looking forward,
said: ““We have started a new and more vital
year. We have deleted Advance ! Australia,
but we must do something better; we must
reach the public through the press and in
other ways. Go back to your Lodges and
carry the spirit of this Convention with you,
take back with you its enthusiasm, and let
the whole Section stand together. We are
all working for one great forward movement.
Let there not be any suggestion of passive
resistance to the resolutions of Convention,
let there not be the spirit of non-co-operation.
We may through our Section do a great and
definite work for our Masters. You came
into the Movement and offered to carry for-
ward some of that plan for Them. | ask you
now to go back and do it, and when you
return next year you will have a worthy
offering to lay before Them.”

A closing address (reported elsewhere in
this issue) was delivered by Bishop Lead-
beater.

MUSSOLINI AND THE MAFIA.

An incident is related of the Mafia in
Sicily. These bandits had for years been
levying tribute on the wealthy class, who
paid unwillingly but paid nevertheless, in
order to be free from the bandits’ vengeance.
So numerous were the complaints, that Mus-
solini decided to send a number of his officials
to ascertain the truth. They reported the
facts were as stated, but were unable to do

anything, such was the power of the Mafia
and the fear they inspired.

Accordingly Mussolini sent over a large
body of soldiers to arrest the bandits. But

when they arrived, all the bandits had scat-
tered for the mountains, only the women
and children remained. Mussolini  then
ordered that all the women and the children
should be gathered in.

The Italian as a rule is greatly attached
to his family, and when the bandits saw their
women and children under arrest they came
down from the mountains and surrendered.
The principals were legally tried and many
were sent to prison. Mussolini then ordered
that all the women and children of the
prisoners should be cared for by the Govern-
ment. Now these bandits are all Fascists
and are for Mussolini. “See,” they say, “he
has punished us and now takes care of our
women and children | He is a great man.”

—New York Masonic Review.



PHILOSOPHY.

When your skies are darkened with grief and pain
And life’s cup at your lips is filled

With the bitterest draught that fate can ordain,

Of anguish and sorrow distilled;

Then straighten your shoulders and raise your head,
And these true words recall;

There’s nothing on earth that matters much

And most things don’t matter at all!

The things that matter so much to us now .
Will they matter a century hence ?

Could we thence look back should we not avow
E’en of pain the beneficence ?

What moulds the soul to diviner shape

True hearts shall never appal;

For there’s nothing on earth that matters much,
And most things don’t matter at all!

When everything round you is going wrong,

When your noblest plans have failed;

When you’re thwarted by folly entrenched and strong
In ignorance triple-mailed;

Then know that it’s effort that counts in life,

AnNd results can go to the wall,

For there’s nothing on earth that matters much,

And most things don’t matter at all!

And when you have blundered and fallen low

And shattered your self-esteem;

When you loathe yourself as your own worst foe,
And see nought that your hopes can redeem;

Then remember that life is an onward march

And rise with new strength from your fall,

For there’s nothing on earth that matters much,

And most things don’t matter at all!

When death draws nigh with his phantom fears

And seeks to appal your heart,

When he whispers the lie in your stricken ears

That you and your loved ones must part;

You can laugh in death’s face if you know the truth
That the God of Love rules all—

For there’s nothing save love that matters much,

And love shall not perish at all.

For love is stronger than pain or grief,
Stronger than hate or fear;
AnNnd faith in Love is the one belief
That all mankind can share;
For Incarnate Love is the Power Supreme,
A Love that embraces all;
And there’s nothing on earth that’s lost to love,
And nothing that’s fruitless at all !
D. H. S.
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