
T H E 

AUSTRALIAN SPIRITUALIST 
VOL. 1. AUGUST IOTII, 1863. No. 4. 

C E I i l C A L U K i l A D l C S O X T H E O D Y L I C T i l R O K Y A S A l ' P U K D T O T H E 
E X P L A N A T I O N C P S P I R I T U A L I ' l I ICNOMENA B Y D R . R O G E K S , 
J I R . T R A V E E S O L D F I E L D , P E O K E S S O R M A H A N , A N D O T H E R S . 

I n Section V I I I , o f the Introduction to his work. Dr . Eogera lays dowa a very 
CHiiousand somewhat nmbigiious canon. " I f in a class of phenomena of an analagous 
chsraeter n-o lind one which is attributabio to mundane agcney, we are bonnd to refer 
them all to tlie same, and not to separate them—attributing tliat to the mundane 
agency wWeh very plainly indicates it, and the remainder to supra-iimndane powere— 
as the principle of sueh a procedure would subvert the laws of all scientific research." 

I f this canon or rule of judgment be meant to apply to the phenomena called spiritual 
it is ncccsfary tiiat we sliould clearly apprehend the Author's meaning before we can 
adroit the force of the rule, or allow it to act ae an emhargo on our researches. I f a 
person heai-s a number of raps alike in quality o f sound, and ascertains that one of 
these raps has been produced by a material force, it would follow from tlio rule laid 
down by Dr. Eojjers that all the rajw that hearer may have heard, or may afterwards 
3iear, must be produced in an analagous manner. I f the eanon alluded to has any rela-
tion to the alleged spiritual phacoinena this must be that relation. But, obviously, a 
piece of machinery might bo constructed to produce rapping sounds, and yet these 
sounds might be imitated by a human being—the causes producing the sounds in both 
cases being radioaliy different. Thus, one sound might be made by a hammer or other 
mass of inorganic matter striking a table, another sound by electricity traversing the 
air, and a third by a human being. In attempting to trace the steps of the process 
necessary to the production of tho latter sound, we soon arrive at a point where wo are 
obliged either to beg the whole question, or confess our inability to pursue the inquii-y 
farther. Thus, a man produces a sound by striliir.g the table witli a hammer ; the 
muscles of the man's liand and arm move the hammer, while the volitiouary power 
eserted by the man moves the muscles or stimulates them to move. These are so many 
steps in the process by which the sound is produced, and are all distinctly traceabie. 
B u t what is i t that imparts and dirccts tbe rolitionary impulse? I f we grant that 
electricity, or nervility, or muscular contractility, or any odier purely material force 
acts proiimately on the muscles, and causes them to contract, we will just be as far 
from the solution of the mystery as ever. The question, what is the nature of that 
power which directs and gbvems the force that acts proximately on tho muscles, still 
appeals to our attention and demands an answer.^ Hence two raps, similar to each 
other in quality of sound, may be made by different causes,—on© rap by a piece of 
machinery, and another by aSuman being—the rap in the one case being made by a 
purely material force, and the rap in the other being traceable to the volition of a human 
agent ; so that to infer from tho &ot of one rap being made by a material force that tho 
other rap must be made by a material force also, is to bog the whole question. In this 
cose we are obliged to separate tho cause of the one phenomenon from the cause of the 
other, because although the phenomena are more or less analagous they arc not perfectly 
so , while tho causes of them arc wholly unlike each other. Nor does this subvert 
tlie laws of scientific research. In order, therefore, that we may be in a position to agply 
to two or more phenomena the canon so confidently laid down by Dr, Rogers, it 
necessary that we should, in tho first place, determine that tbe analogy between tho 
phenomena is a complete aod not a partial one. When wo oan perceive that the 
phenomena are perfectly analogous, it would bo absurd to attribute oue of them to 
munOane agency, and the other to supra-mundane powers. In our researches into 
the truth of spiritualism, wo shall find that sounds produced by various causes become in -
termiied, but it is our business, as cautious experimenters, to endeavour to distinguish 
the one class of sounds from the other j and we ought not to allow any one to steal a 
march upon our reason by forcing us to attribute two phenomena to the action of pre-
cisely anaUgous causes, merely because those phenomena happen to bo like each other 
in a few of tlieir more unimportant characteristics. The canon laid down so p o m -
pously by Dr. Rogers is an unsound one, and can be acted on with safety only when 
understood with the necessaiy limitations. Similarity of causc is predicablc of phe-
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iioinwia v.-liieh avo pei-fectly analagous, but not in al! cusos pi'i'dicable of tl;o!e ivliifh 
are aiialagous in soino ol' thuiv Kliiii'actcrislics only. In s|)i ritual ism, some plionomeim 
arc traccablc to tlio opoititions of inalevial causes, and otiiei's to tlie opei'ation of causes 
ivhioh cannot bs sajiposcd to be rafiteaial without assuming the ti'ulli of tlio postulate 
in dispute. Of course, if Uio queition be be^ed , thei^c is an end of ail reasoning ou 
the subjcct. 

In Section 58 our anllioi' avers " that as nli plienomena depend upon (ho fu-'lilment 
of tlio precise laws of ri'iation csisliiig butween agents and substances, it iollows, that 
in ovder to determine wliat those laws ai'e, we are to determine first, t!ie conditions 
nn(Jor wliieli those plienoinena occur." This may be admitted so far as tlic produc-
tion of purely mat«i'ial phenomeisa resulting from jjurely material causes is coneei'ned ; 
but, an admission of this sort would not satisfy Mr. E«gers, nor in any way help to 
el;e out the proof of his tlicory. Throughout his entire work he speaks of the spiritual 
phenomena, as if they resulted from purely material causes, llenoc the tone of thought 
and style of expression observable in the inti'odiietion to his work. 

In Section 81 Sir. Eogors speaks quite dictatorially, and, as is usually tlie case with 
all who attempt to prescribe bounds to nature, falls into a most egregious and laugh, 
able error. He says, " I f now, the identity of any agent is determined only by a 
knowledge of its characteristics in its phenomena! and if in its action m the produc-
tio!i of outward phenomena, it always, more or less presents its characteristics, it fol-
lows, of necessity, that wherever the characteristics of any agent are absent, we have 
not the least warrant in considering that agent as being engaged in the phenomena in 
question." Tiie object whieli our author has here in view is obvious ciioush. He 
•wishes to make it appear that the phenomena observed in the ease of Mrs. Golding, 
and at Kewark in America, and elsewhere, are traceable to the action of a purely phy-
sical foree, and do not warrant the supposition that tiiat force was in anywise connccted 
with, or under the control of, intelligent agency. I f the existence of the force be 
granted, he tliiiiks tliat the way is cleared for further speculation as to the production 
of raps and the causes of spiritual phenomena generally. Seemingly awaro that this is 
the yery spot at which his tlieoiy breaks down be at once abandons argument, turns 
rhetorician, and bursts into ridicule. " Is there any logic then , " he exclaims, " which 
can classify the phenomena of those cases with spiritual phenomena ? Whero is tlie 
likeness ? Bring fovtli O ye new philosophers, your laws of analysis and syuthesia. 
Shew \i3 liow ye sublimate this baser cai'th to the purer metal? " This is the very 
thing we purpose doing in tliese critical remarks on our author's wovk, 

'i'liei'O is not much in the remainder of the Doctors' introductory chapter to which 
a spiritualist need strongly or seriously object. It is true that opinions hostile to tho 
spiritual hypothesis are ircquently insinuated, and, of coui'se, when asserted in that 
way, are unassailable and unanswerable. It is hardly necessary to lemuid the reader 
of tho fiict that insinuations arc not ai^umencs. It is assumed, and may be admitted 
without any danger to the hypothesis of spiritualism, that whatever external ))liy8ical 
agent can be made to act upon the internal human organism will modify the action 
and consequently Uie phenomena, of lbs psychologic agent. Of course Dr. Eogers 
in •using this generalised expression of all the facts ho adduccs with a view of showing 
that as conditions change effects vary, had the varying and contingent adaptations of 
the spiritual phenomena in his mind's eye. But whether any amount of change, or 
any number of changes in the human organism, or in related physical agents, will 
nceount for the contingent adaptations alluded to, is a question that can bo answered 
only after a careful comparison of all the phenomena has been made. At present 
our author's postulates may be admitted provisionally, but with tho nccessary 
limitations. ' ' 

W e object to Mr. Kogei's' classification of the phenomena of which he speaks. Tlioso 
he divides into two general classes. First: those in which wc have mei'ely the man-
ifestations of a purely physical power, and secondly, those which present the charac-
teristics of psychological agenoics. Here we may very justly ask wliat proof has been 
adduced in attestation of the fact that the first class of phenomena are purely physi-
cal. I state the phenomena lie alludes to in his own words : — " First, those which 
indicate the aetion of some sort of agent (more or less intimately associated with par-
ticular persons,) upon cxtei'nal tilings affecting them sensibly by mere contact, and 
BOinetimes without contact—oven at a grsat distance—producing ^iz/l/s and sounds 
which affect not only tlie senses of men, but o£ animals—producing shocks, trembling' 
spasms tonic and clonic, and as we shall show, in one ease particulavly, the extinction 
of animal life." 

Tliese arc the phenomena which ho designates as purely physical, and which ho re 
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p i i ' i l s ns p u r e l y p l i y s i c a ! bct^mise t h e y p r e s e n t n o n e of t h e e l m r a o t e r i s t i c ? of nn iiih:!!"-
R e n t d i r e c t i o n . H e r e h e f a t e s t h e ^ c r y pos tnUi t e h e "ough t t o p r o v e , a s g r a n t e d . Tl i i t 
w i l l bo p i -o rcd a s w c pi 'oeeod. 

(To he conihniei:) 

j i K S W E E S T O I H E O B J E C T I O N S T S U A L L Y U a G E D A G A I I s ' S T 
S P I I U T U A H S i r . 

O b j e c i ' I O X — A w r i t e r in t l i e " S a t u r d a y E - o t I c w " s a y s t h a t t h e f a c t s o f Sp i r i t ivn l imn 
d o n o t s a t i s f y oi l I lie e r i t e r i a o f e v i d e n c e ; t h a t i t is o n e t e s t of t h e t r u t l i f i i h i e s s o f a 
l i i s t o r i e a l f a e t t h a t i t w a s n o t c o n t r a d i c t e d o n i t s f i r s t n n n o i i i i e c m o n t ; t l i a t t h e a l l e g e d 
f a d s o f S p i i ' i t i i a l i s m )iavo b e e n d e n i e d ; a n d t h a t , t h e r e f o r e , t h i s d e n i a l o f t h e i r t r u t h 
r e n d e r s t ho r n u n w o r t h y o f e r e d c n c o . T h i s o b j e c t i o n l i e s a t t h e t h r e s h o l d of a l l i n q u i r y 
i n t o t h e t r u l i i o f S p i r i t u a l i s m , a n d , if r a l i d , r e n d e r s a l l Aii-thei' i n v e s t i g a l i o n u n n e e e s s a r j . 

A S S W B H . — T l i e a b s e n c e of c o n t r a d i e l i o n w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e f i r s t a n n o u n c e m e n t o t 
a f a c t f u r n i s h e s a c i i t -cr ion of t h e t r u t l i o f t h e f a c t i n t h o s e c a s e s o n l y w h e r e i n t h e f a c t 
o c e i i r r e d i n SHch a p u b l i c m a n n e r a s t h a t i t mxis t h a v e b e e n seen , o r in s o m e o t h e r w a y 
t a k e n eog i i i s ane o of b y lai 'ge b o d i e s o f p e o p l e . T h e m a r c h of a n a r m y , t h e e v e n t s o f a 
w a r , t h e a s s u m p t i o n of r e g a l p o w e r by a m o n a r c h , t h e e s t a b l i s h i n g of a n e w s p a p e r , o r 
a n y o t h e r f a c t o f a p u b l i c n a t u r e , o c c i n r i n g i n t h e p r c s e n c o a n d u n d e r t h e c o g n i s a n c e 
of l a rge b o d i e s o f m e n , c a n b e t e s t e d by t h e c r i t e r i o n of e v i d e n c e w h i c h t h e " S a t u r -
l i ay K o v i e w e r " a d o p t s ; b u t , o b v i o u s l y , t h i s c r i t e r i o n is n o t a p p l i c a b l e t o sucl i 6 ; c i s a s 
h a v e o c c u r r e d o n l y in t h e p r e s e n c e of o n e w i t n e s s , o r b e f o r e n l i m i t e d n u m b e r o f 
w i t n e s s e s . P e r s o n s w h o h a v e w i t n e s s e d n. f a c t a r e i n a p o s i t i o n t o v o u c l i f o r t h e o c c u r -
r e n c e of t h a t f a c t , w h i l e t h o s e w i io h a v e n o t w i t n e s s e d i t a r e n o t in a p o s i t i o n t o d e n y 
i t ; n o r w o u l d t h e i r d e n i a l b o of a n y v a l u e a s a c r i t e r i o n of c v i d e n e e . T h e p o s i t i v e t e s t i -
m o n y of o n e m a n w l i o h a s h a d on o p p o r t u n i t y o f o b s o i v i n g a fnc t , is o f moixj v a l u e t h a n 
i h o n e g a t i v e t e s t i m o n y of t e n t l iousavid p e r s o n s w h o h a v e n e v e r h a d on o p p o r t u n i t y 
of a s c e r t a i n i n g w h e t h e r t h e f a c t w e r e a c c u r a t e l y o b s e r v e d o r o t h e r w i s e . I n d e e d , a l l 
o t l i e r t h i n g s b e i n g e g u a l , t h e ))0?itive t e s t i m o n y of o n e m a n o u t w e i g h s a n y a m o u n t o£ 
p u r e l y n e g a t i v e t e s t i m o n y . T h i s p r i n c i p l e is a c t e d on i n a l l c o u r t s of j u s t i c e , a n d , 
i n d e e d , in a l l i n q u i r i e s i n w h i c h e v i d e n c e is a n a l y s e d a n d s i f t e d w i t h a v i e w of a r r i v i n g 
a t a j u s t e s t i m a t e of i t s v a l u e . I f A d e p o s e s t h a t h e s a w B c o m m i t n m u r d e r , a n d O 
d e p o s e s t h a t h o d i d n o t see B c o m m i t t h e a l l eged c r i m c , t h e v a l u o of C ' s e v i d e n c e w i i l 
d e p e n d u p o n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y w h i c l i h e h a d of o b s e r v i n g B a t t l ie t i m e w h e n t h o a l l e g e d 
m u r d e r w a s c o m m i t t e d , a s wel l a s u p o n o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I f A o n d C h a d e q u a l 
m e a n s f o r o b s e r v i n g t h e c o n d i i c t of 15 a t t l io t i m e wl ic t i , a c c o r d i n g t o t l i e a l l e g a t i o n , 
t h e c r i m e w a s p e r p e t r a t e d , a n d if t h e y s h o u l d c o n t r a d i c t e a c h o the i ' , t h e r e w o u l d t h e n 
b e p r o o f a g a i n s t p r o o f ; so t h a t t h o s e a p p o i n t e d t o j u d g e of t h e v a l u o of t h e e v i d e n c e o f 
b o t h w o u l d h a v e t o d e c i d e t h o case u p o n o t h e r g r o u n d s t h a n t h e s i m p l e t e s t i m o n y o f 
t h o w i t n e s s e s . I f , f o r e x a m p l e , 0 w a s Unown b y t h e J u d g e s t o b e a n o t o r i o u s l i a r , 
a n d o t h e r w i s e n b a d c h a r a c t c i ' , s u c h k n o w l e d g e o n t h e i r p a r t w o u l d d i s p o i e t h e m t o 
b e l i e v e t h e t e s t i m o n y of A i n ) ) r e f e r ence t o t h a t o f <3; a n d p r e c i s e l y t h e s a m e e f f ec t 
•would f o l l o w if C w e r e r e n d e r e d i n c o m p e t o n t t o o b s e r v e t h o a l l e g e d f a c t by i m b e c i l i t y 
o f i n t e l l e c t , d e f e c t i v e v i s i o n , o r a n y o t h e r c a u s e w ! i a t e ? c r . 

T h e c r i t e r i o n of e v i d e n c e , w h i c h t h e " S a t u r d a y R e i i e w e r " l a y s d o w n , d o e s n o t 
a p p l y t o t h e f a c t s o f s p i r i t u a l i s m m o r e t h a n i t a p p l i e s t o t h o s e f a c t s o f o r d i n a r y l i fo 
M'hioh a r e i n q u i r e d i n t o a n d d e p o s e d t o e v e r y d a y i n t h e y e a r i n o u r c o u r t s o f j u s t i c e . 
A m a n s w e a r s t h a t h e s a w a n o t h e r m a n c o m m i t a c e r t a i n c r i m e , o u a c e r t i i n d a y , a t a 
c e r t a i n p l a c e , i n t h o p r e s e n c e of t h r e e o r f o u r i n d e p e n d e n t w i t n e s s e s , a n d t h e s e w i t -
n e s e s c o r r o b o r a t e a n d c o n f i r m t h e p r o s e c u t o r ' s s t a t e m e n t in CVC17 r e s p c e t . T h e 
r e s u l t is t l i a t t h e p r o s e c u t o r i s b e l i e v e d , a n d t h e c r i i s i n i i l is c o n v i c t e d a n d p u n i s h e d . 
T h e d e n i a l o r n o n - d e n i a l o f t h e c r i m o b y t h e a c c u s e d , o r b y h i s f r i e n d s , o r e v e n b y 
t h e w o r l d , n e v e r a f f e c t s t h o r e s u l t , u n l e s s , i n d e e d , t l i a t d e n i a l s h o u l d b e b a s e d u p o n s u c U 
k n o w l e d g e a s w o u l d t e n d t o o v e r b a l a n c e t h e e v i d e n c e b^-oiight a g a i n s t t h e p r i s o n e r . 

T h o f a c t s o f S p i r i l u a l i s m h a v e b e e n d e n i e d , b u t b y w h o m ? B y t h o s e w h o h a v e 
i n q u i r e d i n t o t h e m a t t e r w i t h g r e a t c a r e , a n d w h o h o v e s p ' e a d t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o v e r 
B l o n g p e r i o d of t i m e ? K o : t h o s e d o n o t d e n y t h e f a c t s . T h e f a c t s a r c d e n i e d b y 
t h o s e w h o h a v e b u t o s u p e r f i c i a l a c q u a i n t a n c e wit)> t h e m ; b y t h o s e w h o a r c u t t e r l y ig -
n o r a n t o f t h e m ; b y m e n w h o s o m i n d s o r e p r e p o s s e s s e d by a f o r e g o n e c o n c l u s i o n ; b y 
t h o s e w h o h a v e d e r i v e d t h e i r k n o w l e d g e of t h e m f r o m s u s p i c i o u s s o u r c e s ; a n d b y 
t h o s e w h o a r c a f r a i d t h a t t h e p h i l o s o p h y w h i c h t h e s e f ac t s n a t u r a l l y t e a c h w i l l r e v o l u -
t i o n i s e p u b l i c o p i n i o n r e s p e c t i n g s p i r i t - l i l o a n d s p i r i t u a S t h i n g s . T h e i g n o r a n t , t h « 
s u p e r s t i t i o u s , ( h e pi -e judicet l , d e n y t h e s e f a c t s a n d f o r b i d u s t o e x p l o r e t h e m . S h a l l w o 
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allow 8iidi tl i i id guides to prevent us from searoliiiig after the t ruth? Assuredly 
we shall not. 

The " Saturday E e v i e w " is Tviso after a ccrfain ftuliion, altlionah its w u d o m is far 
f r om being associated with the harmlessncss of the dove. I t applies t « ffets that gen-
erally oeeur in private eirclss, and in the prescncc of a limited ruimbor of witnesses, 
a criterion Jof evidence wliich is applieable only to fnets of a general nature, and which 
oeeor only in tlio presence o f largo bodies o f people. Sueh s mode of reasoning is 
monstrously disingenuous. The facts of Spiritualism, like any other facts, ought to 
rest on tlie etidenee of those who have had an opportunity of observing them, and tho 
denial or the acceptance of them by tliose who have had no opportunities for obserring 
them luis no connection whatever with, and ought not to exercise any influence over, an 
inqixiiy into their truth. 

B u t the "Saturday Eeviewei-" goes farther than this. H e endeavours to show that 
it is not necessary to investigate the facts of spiritualism in order that we m a j be in a 
position to set them aside as worthless thatis t o s a y . w e may taboo them as absurdities 
wihout attempting to inquire into (heir trnth. Of all the ways which have been 
devised for the purpose of getting rid of those troublesome facts, this is far the easiest. 
I t is a mode of philosophising which is pccoliarly acceptable to careless thinkers, and 
is, raorover, admirably suited to the langour-producing weather of our Australian 
summer. The "Saturday Reviewer" deserves our thanks for having invented a happy 
hypothesis, by means of which wo are saved from tho trouble of thinking, and have the 
•whole question (Kittled by an infallible authority. The hypothesis, nevertheless, b an 
esccedingly shallow one, and fails lo get us out of our dilSculties. I t does not even 
cut the l[UOt, but, on the contrary, flings it aside and ilatly refuses to untie it. I f 
twenty witnesses, of good character, says the Eevlewcr, were to depose that they had 
seen tho Lion in front of Northumberland House leave his pedestal and take a batli 
iu the fountains in Trafalgar square, no inquiiy into the truth of the marvel would bo 
necessary, because « o person would believe the testimony of tlie witnesses. W e are 
not quite sure of that. The sculptured stone might be moved by concealed mauhincry, 
by some recondite application of physical force, by spirit-power, (that is, unless such an 
application of spirst-power b e assumed to be impossible and the whole question bo 
begged,) by Divine power, or, b y the power of agents hitherto unknown, and mighfc 
appear to human eyes to do all that is predicated of it by the 'Reviewer; and yet tho 
fact, that i^, the movement o f tlie stone, might be such a fact as could be e tablished 
by tho testimony of competent witnesses. Hence, if twenty witnesses of good charactcr 
were to state that they saw the lion moved from his pedestal by some unseen force, and 
their evidence were uncontradicted by those who had equal facilities for observing tho 
phenomenon, the philosopher, instead o f rejecting the testimony of the twenty witnesses 
•woukl proceed at once to inquire into the nature of the cause that had produced such 
a wonderful eflect, and would possibly iiud out that the apparent marvel was no marvel 
at all, but simply an ordinary fact, such as a very small amount of evidence was suffi-
cient to establish. I f , indew the witnesses were to state that they had seen tho lion 
move by virtue of his inherent energy, our familarity with the properties of stone would 
enable us to perceive the absurdity of their assertion ; although even in this extreme 
case a philosophic mind would endeavour to separate the opinion of the witncfses 
as to the cnxise that had enabled the stone to move, from the fact of the movement of 
tho stone itself. Tlie witnesses might be perfectly competent to attest the movement of 
the stone, and yet wholly incompetent to explore the cause of tlio phenomenon. 

So it is with the feets of Spiritualism. A n y man of veracious charactcr, whose sense 
of heaving is in an ordinarily perfect state, and who possesses an average intellect, is 
competent to attest tlie lower kinds of spirit ual phenomena ; but the higher kinds of 
these phenomena, as well as tho causes of spiritual phenomena generally, can be 
explored with success only by men of philosophic habits who have been accustomed to 
observe phenomena patiently and with attention, T o such persons proofs of the most 
exquisite character will be addressed, and it is only sueh persons that can be operated' 
on by proofs of that sort. 

S P I R I T U A L I S M I N A V S T S A L I A . 
O S the c e n i n j o t tho Clh o f July, 1853, a c i r d c consistin!- o t seven persons was formed at a g e n -
tleman's house in the vieinltv ol ' T\'ollong>^ng. There were three mcc ia j iresent. Eaps and m o v e -
ments of the table itidicatcd tfie prescnee of a spirit. T h e invisible visitor refused to spell his . l ier , 
or its name, alt l iongh stitrngly, reijuested to do so. A fe»rfiil gale of wind was b lowing at the l ime 
the c i r c l c was sitting. T h o writer helil the knees o f one o f the media, whi lst others present watelieii 
the other medium nurtowi j , but no clfyrt to move the t^tblo v̂•aB obbOrvable on the part o f cither o f 
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•• I i i r a n o v v l o t r e u . " s n v « l i ^ " o f css m imUcr d a s s scconU • i . <•„ tlio'C in wtiidi iomc tlio im-

|v>rl;i'il ileiiv>ii«tri.tion« \tcrc vrobobly causoil, or j n a t l v afTcctcd, Ijv nmkiKirWil spii it i , ijorisoiis in 
the l l c l i . w l i o , l>v thoir tt i / i or iisvciwlojicsl |)owcr,. ooiitrol tlii; ajeiicv wliii;h gi\cg foitli soiindl, 
tiiolioiK. S;c, I refer not lo impo^tort, jilnying oil' countn-fcit.-'. 'I ara tivatii)f of i)lieiiomuna 
cmiicd liy niciifi.1 |>.i«cr alono coacdiis Mitb tlie in>>torious a s ' i K V coiisidui-atioii. 

" I have kno'vi, cases such as the tcllOM ing : 
" 1 . Ill ivhieli the bias, pi-cjiiiliee, iwililectinn, or (jf the mr<Uiiin, evidently govem<J and 

ehiraetcrised the (iemnnsiralioiK. lu these c n s o , tlic answers given to tuie^tioil-, the rtoetriiic« 
taught, and the peailiar Icaiiiiipi of eoinnninicntions 5|ielleil out , were so ul>vioH9lv fashioned l.y 
t h e n i ( ! < l i u m N o w n m i n i l , a s t o l e a v e i iodoi ihtof tlie fact. In alisoliuo eonliriiiatior'ot this. ijiit>5-
tioiishavp been written ont anil presented to the mo<liinn, with a request that the ani>»ets i-hould, 
if posRible. he given lbw> and sv. And (hey ^•eTc given bv rapn, a<;eordin}fly. I myself gave <iue»-
tioiis m this way to x. eeitain incdliun, and found that answers eould be oUtainwl in the aMrinatlvc 
»r negative, or in Bat contradiction to pre^•ions. ansivers. If tlie medium would but agree to »i11 i t . 
At the same time, I made mvselfecrtnin that tliis incdlnni eould not procure the rapflmy agciiev at 
will. I t rame, slnid, an<l tocal. as it would, anil,, in that respcct, was uiieontrollable. l i u l "hem 
k clianccd to be in u c n / . it eouUl be overruled, biflscil, and peivertcd, moi-e or less Uy the m e d i u m . " 

r 11V9IC A L M.\M 11-r.ST .VTIO X S . 
Jl . Z . J. Piernrt the editor of tlie " Kevue Spirltiialiste." details tlic foilowin<' spiritual mnni fes t j -
tion« " hich eecurred in the inontli of Septeinhcr. I8«P ,in a castle, situated on a hill, tlankinir the 
valley of H>-ere<,near Pai ls, in the presence of . « . Pierait, Mr . I) . I ) . Home theoelehrated mcdiiun, 
and other persons, M . Pierart relates that a tew da)-a previously .Mr, Home had been iniraenloii^ly 
pte.-eried from death by the a«enc.v of spirits. Mr. Morae was out in the fields enjo>nng the plea-
sures of the sijortsinan, when he heard a voice saving Hero ! Here 1 and soon af lerwaids lie felt 
liiinself seized by the eollar and lifted fully three " feet from the plaec where he oiiifinally stood. 
This h ( d scarcely occurred when an enormous hough of a tree fell from a height of about SO feel 
and buried itself nearly a fijot in the earth on the spot from " liicli Mr . H o m e had been snatched. 

O n the 10th of September, Mr . H o m e , in m y presence, questioned his spirits upon this point. I t 
answered that the voice which had uttered the word J[m. « a s that of his departed mother 

and that the spirits wtio Jiad removed liim fi-om his i>lace were those of his oUI friends. Leo and 
Bira , who no 'er leave him, who, with his belovo<l raotlicr. are lii» iirincipal assistants in the work 
of his manifestations. T h e s a m e ' p l i i t s addc<i that flve other trees of the park,whlol i they uointed 
out, were also likely to fall , and that the children shoidd not be suffered to ? o near them. 

The sister of our medium, his wife, and JIadanie 1" , were present at this sitting of the even-
i n i f o f September IBth, After these first communications, we had the most beautiful maiiifestaUon 
which I could expect . S;iirits announced tlieir presence by strong blows, and soon bv the ralsinif 
of the table, (a table neaily four feet In width) covered with a large cloth, the edges ol" which h u n " 
below the knee. T h e light was diminished, and the lamp set upon the floor in a corner of thu 
apartment, hut shining with brightness suflicient for one to dlstingtii'h objecis. as well as the 
sflglitest movcm.nt s of each of those present. Tlie hands of spirits assumed eonsistency. and raised 
the cloth all around the table, but oliieflv at m y side. .Mr, H o m o having i-equestcd me lo feel these 
hands from above the elotli, I did so. I prc.,scil them genUv, and tlioy returned iny pressure. I 
found Ihem as solid as the hands of the l lv in " would have been, and I repeated the experiment more 
than ten times, though I ought to say t h a t i did not trv lo see whether this solidity would resist 
a stronger pressure. The ladies also exchanged with the spirits these claspings of tlie hand. .Mr. 
H o m e joked pleasantly with the spirits, calling thorn bv name, and conversing with them by conven-
tional taps, and bv the alphabet. For m y own part, I keep silence, having enough to do to observe 
closelv. to see that the hands of all rested upon tlie table, and that no movement of the toot could 
be made under the cloth. 

After these experiments, M r . Home having taken an aecordeon in his right hand, held it in that 
hand alone under the toble ; the instrtnnent immecllatelv began to play a tune, tlie charming and 
seduoing melody of which I shall never foigct . H e flnallv cast the instrtiment upon the floor, put 
h i s r i g h t hand again «|>on the table beside the left , and the accordeon contimied to play. W h e n 
the ronsic ceased we heard in the distance another similar tune, as i t were, the feeble echo of the 
former, played soft ly upon the accordeon by some one at a great distance in the castle park, i ' lnallv 
Mr . Home conversed with his spirits bv means of the instniment. f o r an atHrmative answer, the 
instrument gave forth several s o u n d s ; for a negative, a single sotind. Tive distinct notes signified 
that the spirit desired to converse by the alphabet, and then M r . H o m e commenced calling each o£ 
thetwenty -s ix le t te i ' . and the spirit caused three hurriecl sounds when the letter was called which 
it needed to form a word. T h e spirit also said in this wav that the instrument had false notes, and 
that he could prove i t by sounding these notes, by themselves: which he did by giving us the most 
dUcordant and disagreeable sounds w hich it is possible to hear. H e then said that he eould imitate 
on the accordeon the tuning of a violin, which fie immediately did so well that we seemed to hear 
the sound of a bow scraping one of the fine strings of a violin. After these experiment. , the aecor . 
deon while playing, was struck against my legs with some force. I regret that It did not occur to m e 
to take it in my h a n d ; but w h a t 1 did not do with the accordeon, 1 did with a little bell which lav 
on the table. ' 

Jlrs. H o m e had presented this bell to the spirits under the table-cloth. T h e y took it fi-om her 
and when she replaced her hand on the table, they rang the bell clearly and sharplv, as one would 
do it in the open air. I ' inally, the bell moved towards my feet, reascended gently along m y left 
leg, and, while ringing, rested in my lap. M r . H o m e told me to lay hold of It lightly, below the 
cloth. I was about to do so, but i reachcd m y hand too far forward, and in iilace of the bell I 
touched and felt a hand that held i t — a little hand, warm to the touch, along which I move<l my 
hand from the wrist to the nails, which I very distinctly felt, I then took the bell and placed it 
back on the table. I was strongly moved by this experiment, and for the first time d u r i n " the s i t -
ting. expressed aloud my livtlv satisfaction. 

Once, In the interval between these manifestations, the cloth rose so high above the table that it 
seemed as if a s p i r i t were standing there at its full height. M r . Home himself was alarmed at t h e 
sight, especially when reaching his hand over the point thus raised he felt the form of a head • but 
he soon iccovered his sclf -possesslon—the spirits explaining to hiin that the plienomenon w a , due-
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f» the nioroci.tary mnlrriaHMiim uf lUc lii-a.l <>{ a young eliiUl tliat Mrs. II. liaJ lost, vtl.ich 
ofloii miuiifi'.ts itself ill licr piesencu, iiiiil «liicli otlici spirits lull, on this occa»ioil. »ilp|i«tti;il 4iicl 
Jiiiscj alnit, I'lKiv were also v Uitc Laiiil. i-xliil>itol at various poiKt... '\hicL rested oil tlio Uai-k 
ilrcsscs of llw |>ct>ons present. Ainons lliwe, one w.s won oi> tlie br€a>t of Mr. llumc. 

Finally, after the uiitlin? out of tlie lisriit. apinritions and iuniinous forms were soon. Two flow-
ers woro taken fioiii alittlo bouqiicton tlie tablo and laid ontlie l>ack of tho nie<liiiiit's hand; but for 
til is fact 1 miiKtrclvon his Iĉ timonv, a.« tlie aUscneo of ligbt, and my sliglitlv inediuinistie organ-
isation, did nut jiennit iiio to see it. All that 1 can «ay is. ttiat the light liavinv been brought bsck, 
at the demand of the spiriU, tbe aeeordion came to ine under t'ie table. i;|>an in<|niry as to the 
r. ason of this, it M-as answcrc<l that my particular guardian spirit wished to n.aiiifebt himself to mo 
—a spirit to which 1 have already been bohi.Wen for remarkable manifesWtions during my labonro, 
of "-liich I slmll Siwali hereafter. Bein? re<|uested bv mo to give proof of his identitv, or at least 
of the interest he feels in me, hr began to play a grand and noble aiv, ui a style Mr. lioine declared 
he had never seen equalled, and by which I was |>couliarly moved. 

Such are the facts of which I was «itncss /n Sunday, September ISth. at the casUe of C . 
facts of immense impoitanee, not only beenu'e they are ineni'licablc by the science of t«-day, but 
because, when added to so many prodigies of the past, they eonfinu them by casting a ray of light on 
so many questions hitherto disputed and made a subject of j-idieule, hut tKo invcstisation of which 
must now be entered upon. Tor me there exists a spiritual world, whieli is the essence and source 
of the material, which is anterior and superior to this : for me it is at length established, that spirits 
may not only act u|Kin matter contrary to the kuown laws of physics, biit may transforiu and even 
seem to create it-

Mr. Partiidge, writing in the " Spiritual Telegraph" for July 21 st, 1853. gives the following re-
port of most remarkable manifestations \vbich occurred at Miilleld, Athens county. State of Ohio, 
an America, lie says .— 

•• I attended tlirce public cirtles. in the spirit-house of Mr- Koons, and three in the spirit-house of 
Mr. Tippiet they ai-e situated about three miles a|>ari: the loomsand mauifcskations ai-e very simi-
lar, although the electrical table-, so called, differ somewhat in their construction ; the presiding 
«pirit4 are of tho same nan:tc—King; they claim to be father and eon, and to liave lived on ^is 
cartli 11,500 years aso. 

"These ivoms will seat about twenty-five or thirty pervins each, and arc usually full. • • 
Tlie music is heard, under tivorablc cireuuistances, at the distance of one mile, or so tar as any 
l>and of martial music can he heard. After thceirck is (armed, the door and window arc shut, the 
light is usually extinguished, and almost instantaneously, a tremendous blow mth the large drunt-
stick struck on the table, wlien immediately the bass and tcnoi drums are beaten rai>idly, like the 
roll-call for paiade, waking a thousand echoes. This beating of drums is continued live minutes, 
or moi-e: and. when ended. King usually takes tip the ttum|>et and salutes us with "Good e\-enins, 
friends." or soinothing like it, and often a-sks what particular manifestations arc desired. If uone 
are specially asked for. King often asl>s 3lr. Koons to play on the riclin the spirit-band playing at 
tho same time on the drums, triangle, tambourine, harp, accordion, harmonica, etc.. etc.; upon tlieso 
tho spirits |)erforin scientilleally, in very quick and perfect time. They commence upon eael 
strunient at ono instant, and in full blast, and stop suddenly after sounding the full note, sho' 
that they had s»ine more perfect method than ve liave of notifying each performer of the instant M 
start anJ stop. After the introductory piece on the instruments, the spirits often sing, I heard 
themsing. Thoy spoke to us,requesting us to remidn pcifcctly silent, I'roscntly we heard human 
voices singing, apparently in tlie di«t.incc. so as to bo perfectly distin̂ iisliable : the sounds gradually 
increased, each part rel.itively, until it appeared as if a full elioir of 'liuinan voiccs avas in our small 
room, singing most exquisitely. I think I never heard sueh i>etfect harmony; caoh pait was per-
formed >villi strict attention to its relative degree of sound or force, liarmoay rather tlian wise 
seemed to constitute the spiriu' song. So eaptivatuig was it, that the heartstrings seemed to relax 
or to inciease their tension, to accorJ with the heavenly harmony. It seems to nie that no poi-son 
could sit in that sanctuary without feeling the song of " Glory to God in tlie liiglicst, peace on 
-4'arth, and good will to men," spontaneously rising in the bosom, and finding expression on the lip 
I don't know that the spirits attempted to utter words with their song; if they did, they succeeded 
in this particular no better tlian mortal singers. But it \̂us hardly necessaiy for the spirits to arti-
culate. tor every str^u and modulation seemed pi*egnaut with holy sentiments, and language could 
scarcely signify more. After this vocai performanee, several pieces of quick music were performed 
bv si>ints ou tlie several instruments. They play faster than mortals generally do. and in most pre-
fect time throughout. If any instrument gets out of chord, tliey tune it; they tuued the violin in 
my presence aud did it rapidly o&d skilfully. 

THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES, OB THE BEAEINO OF TESTIIIONT 
ON THE FACTS OP SPIRITUALISM. 

THE ECV. Adin Ballon is an Aoierjcan clergyman belonging to the sect of Uuiversal-
35ts. He is gCQCrally rogavdod in Atnet'ica, ê en thosd wUo diHor from him iix 
raafters of I'eligiotis belief, aa an upriglit, eonscientious, and able exponent of the doc-
trines of Univcritilism. He exorain̂  tho phenomena of spiritualism witli great care 
and for a long time, and lias written a book on tlio subject from which the reader will 
perceive that he belongs to our cloud of witnesses. He says:— 

'' I have seen tables and lightstands moved about in the most astonishing manner, 
by what purported to bo an invisible agency, with only tho gentle and passive resting 
of the fingei'-ends of the medium on one of their edacs. Also, many distinct movings 
of such objects, by request, without tlie aid of the medium at all. I have sat and eon-
Tcrsed by the hour together with the authors of these sounds and motions, by means 
of signals first agreed on ; asking questions and obtaining answers—receiving commu-
nications epcllcd out by the alphabet—discussing propositions sometimes made by 
tJiem to me, und vice versa—all by slow proccssj indeed, but with every possible dc-
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moiisfr.iticii of intelligenne, tlioujh not without inoi<?ci;tal tnisappvebonsions anc9 tiiis-
takes. I liave witiicss«d tiie asking of msnial questions hy inquii'fii's, *viio vcoeivcd ns 
prompt and eori'ect answers as wlien tlie questions were asked audibly tu tUe cognition 
of I lie medium. 

" I have kno>-n tliese invisibles, by request, to write tlieir names with a common 
plumbajso pencil on a clean sheet of paper—half a dozen of them, eaeh in a different 
band. To make sure of tiiis, as an absolute fact, the medium was required t« lay lier 
left hand, back downwards, in tlia liollow of a veracious pei'son's hand, botli open : 
when a pies-c of pasteboard paper was laid on lier hand, a well-examined blank shoot 
of writing paper placed tlieroon, and a lead pencil on the top of that; in which posi-
tion (tl.e medium's right l>and being held up to view), both the hands, with these fix-
tures resting on them, were placed under the leaf of the table, as insisted on by the 
writers. After a minute or two, at a giron signal by the spirits that they had done, 
the paper was exhibited with various names written thereon, as above affirmed. Tiiis 
•was repeatedly tested with the same results, under cireumstancos putting all suspicion 
of fraud and jugglery entirely at rest. 

" I have I'equested what purported to be the spirit of a friend many years deceased, 
to go to a particular place, several miles distant from that of the sitting, and bring me 
back intelligence respecting the then health and doings of a ccrtain relative wcU-known 
to the patties. In three minutes of time the iatelligenec was obtained, numerous par-
ticulars given, some 0 / thom rather improbable, but every one exactly conllmed the 
next day, by personal inquiries made for that purpose. 

" I have been i-equested by the invisibles to speak 011 a particular subject, at a given 
time and place, witfi the assurance that responses should be made on the occasion, by 
krtoekings, approving tlie truths uttered ; all which was strikingly rcrilied. Once, at 
6 most unespected interview, when nothing of the kind had been previously thought 
of by any person present, a spirit, so purporting, who had several times evinced much 
interest in my pubUo laboure, spelled ou t ;—"Hav e you selected your subjects of dis-
course for the next Sunday ?" " Only one of them," 1 answered, " Would ray spirit-
friend like to suggest a text for the other part of the day ? " " Yes." " What is it ? " 
I enquu^d. He spelled out tlie word " The" and ceased. Wondering at his silence, 
the signal of anotlier spirit was given. Tiie new comer communicated by movings of 
the taole, not by laps, like the other. Ho said that our friend the rapper, had been 
Buddenly summoned B«-ay for a few moments, but would certainly return soon. Ho 
did return within fifteen minutes, resumed his communication just where he left it and 
spelled out—" The second chaptcr of fir.'it Corinthians, tlie twelfth and thirteenth 
verses." No one in the room had tlie least recollection of the words referred to. So 
the Bible was called for, when the text proved to be tlie following: — " Now we liava 
received, not the Spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God ; that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things we also speak, not 
in tlie words which man's wisdom tcacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth com-
paring Ipiritual things with spiritual." Struck with the sublimity, purity, richness, 
and force of the passage, I answered that I accepted it thankfully, as a very appropriate 
text for the occasion referred to, ami would endeavour to illustrate its great truths as 
well as I might be able. 

I.7IK0.—The sceptical world complains continuously and loudly of the cheats prac-
tised by media and by spiritualists generally, but tliey altogetlier ignore the lies fold 
by themselves. No doubt many of their pretended exposures of the cheating prac-
tised by spiritual media are simply " mare's nests," and serve but to exjjose tlie deep 
ignorance and strong prejudices of those who discover them. Nearly all tlio stories 
which have appeared in the newspapers touching the alleged moral delinquency of 
Mr. D. D. Home, havo been proved hy the most ample and satisfactory evidence to 
be unmitigate<! falsehoods. The very fact that such hes are told as truths by unprin-
cipled writers, almost every day in the week, would almost indicate that the powers 
of darkness are making use of the media subject to their control for the purpose of 
obscuring the light tliat is now shining on the world. Demonism lurks in the sarcas-
castic remarks and contemptuous sneers which havo now become so popular amongst 
a certain class of scribblera, who, without knowing it, are possibly made use of by their 
spiritual masters to porrert the truth. 

Nejto .—The article " Lawfulness of Spirit Intercourse" is again postponed. 
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