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AUSTRALIA^' SPIRITUALIST. 
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E V I L I N F L U E N C E S . 
AT the 87th Session of the New York Spiritual Conference, a letter 
giving a detailed and minutely circumstantial account of a highly 
remarkable apparition was read, and in the course of the conversation 
tliat ensued, Miss EmD)a l lardinge stated the following fact as illus-
trative of certain mysterious influences not referable perhaps to any 
])ai'ticular spirit, but with which " Imprcss ib ics" may become en 
rapport. 

Dar ing her visit at Columbus, Ga., after being in the house of a 
Spiritualist for about an hour, she was invited to join a circle. Unac-
countably to herself she felt cross, and declined. The circle was 
formed without lies', and she retired to another rooui. She was fuity 
conscious, and the rudeness and feeling of anger, with which she had 
repelled the kind invitation of the friends, induccd her to question 
whether she was not losing her senses. Feeling more calm presently, 
she returned and joined the circle. Whe n she had done so, the mani-
festations they had been receiving ceased, and the circle became silent 
and sad. The angry, vicious feeling returned upon her. A melodeon 
was brought . "White a piece was being played, she felt a strong desire 
to throw something at the performer's h c a d j next she took possession 
of the instrument and played herself, and became more composed. 
Played '• Home, sweet home," and tlien a c h a u u t — " P r a i s e God for 
all th ings ." -Then she was entranced and described a lady tending a 
dark child. Then she pantomimed a murder and digging of a grave; 
and lastly subsiding into calmness, she chauntcd " Mt . Vernon," Ail 
this was inexplicable to herself, as weli as to all present, and no expla-
nation was had at the time. The next day she sought in her retire-
ment an explanation from her spirit friends. None came. Was it 
spiritual ? Yes. Then, why not give me the meaning ? You will know 
in a few hours. A t the next circle a gentleman was present who had 
come, not to attend the circle, but to see her. l i e was well acquainted 
in the neighbourhood and with the parties. When the foregoing facts 
had been rccitcd, he said a woman once resided in the place of well 
known violent temper, who had murdered a negro child. She escaped 
and left, but her daughter remained, and soon after died of a broken 
heart. The pieces she had played and chaunted had been the especial 
favorites of this daughter. The scene she had narrated transpired 
twelve hours before the arrival of the gentleman who gave this expla-
nation. 

In the first volume of the " H e r a l d of Progress," there is a com-
munication purport ing to have been written by one Francis H . Smith, 
and dated Eastville Va, January 24th, 1861, in which the exploits of 
a spirit calling herself Polly Williams appear to be very faithfully 
chi-ouicled, Mr. Smith says :— 
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While spending the winter among my friends in Virginia, I have 

ever a word ready iu behalf of thu llarmonial Philosphy when oppor-
tunity offers. 

A few evenings since, the family becoming interested in the subject, 
a circle was proposed, and all drew around the table; when the usual 
manifestations &oan followed, one of the doughters proving to be a 
medium. Then ali were directed to withdraw but myself and her. 
I have but little mediumistic power, not enough to move the tabic alone, 
yet can aid another in the early stages of development. 

The "dial" was then callcd for bj our spirit friends, and placed 
on the table; in less than an hour communicatiuns camc freely, chiefly 
from the children and other immediate relatives of the family, much to 
their astonishment and delight; also from former rtsidents of the 
county—some of them, unsolicited, giving extraordinary tests. 

Thus matters went on satisfactoiiiy for three or four sittings, when 
the dial spelled the name of " i'olly Williams," and my heart sank 
within me, for I feared that all this pleasant intercourse with the loved 
ones above was now closed, and so it proved. 

She is remembered here as a simple-minded woman, in humble life, 
who died about thirty-years ago. She seems to have no definite pur-
pose in view, but continues spelling her name over and over again. 
When Importuned to give way for other spirits, the answer is, " I 
will not; I mean to stay as long as I please." When asked what 
prompts her to such conduct, she replies ; " I like to plague the rich 
who felt above me, and would not speak to me while I lived on earth." 

It was in vain he ti'ied to elude her. After leaving the table for 
some hours, or even the whole night, the moment we took our seats, it 
was "Polly Williams," repeated scores of times, and nothing else. 
Once, my son got an opportunity to say, " We cannot commune; 
Polly will keep possession of the dial." Finally we had to abandon it 
altogether. 

In this way has she broken up every circle formed in this county for 
the last three years : sometimes giving such absurdities and falsehoods 
that investigators have become disgusted, and pronounced the whole 
as coming from the devil. 

A Mr. Leo Miller, writing from Mount Morris, New York, to the 
Editor of the " Herald of Progress," under date, August 15;h, 1860, 
s'ays: "I hare known a medium who, of himself, never drink or 
desired to drink intoxicating liquor, under the alleged influence of aii 
inebriate, beg as earnestly and piteously for whisky or brandy as I ever 
knew a sainted mother plead for the reformation of her son. Dr. 
M , of M , Ohio, who never drank liquor in his life, after 
becoming a medium was occasionally controlled by a spirit who would 
plead hours for brandy; and so troublesome had the spirit become, 
that on his promising to leave and never annoy them more, one of the 
members of the circle went out and obtained a pint of fourth-proof 
brandy, and no sooner had the gentleman returned than the Doctor 
snatched the bottle, ands wallowed the entire contents with a rapacious-
ness unequalled by the most inveterate drunkard dying with insatiable 
thirst. For an hour or so the medium, or spirit, was almost wild with 
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the cx l i i l i ra t ing e f fccts , b u t w h e n the inf lueuce passed off , the doctor 
fe l t n o i n j u r i o u s c o n s e q u e u e e s f r o m t h e l iquor. I w o u l d add t h a t t h e 
a l leged spirit k e p t his w o r d , and never t r o u b l e d t h e m m o r e . I me t a 
delicate, feeble l o o k i n g w o m a n in I l l inois , w h o u s e d tobacco in DO f o r m 
w h a t e v e r , y e t u n d e r t h e in f luenc e of w h a t c l a i m e d to be an I n d i a n 
spir i t , w o u l d b e g for tobacco, and w h e n g i v e n to h e r , has b e e n k n o w n 
to c h e w up, in a few m i n u t e s , a c o m m o n sized p a p e r o f t o b a c c o , a n d 
s w a l l o w t h e j u i c e w i t h o u t a f t e r w a r d s f e e l i n g t h e s l i g h t e s t d isagreeable 
ef fects . 

T h e s e facts , and t h o u s a n d s of others o f a n a l a g o u s i m p o r t , s h o w 
t h a t spir i tual ism has a dark as wel l as a b r i g h t s ide ; that b ad as w e l l as 
g o o d spir i ts h a v e power to visit c irc le m e e t i n g s and h o l d converse w i t h 
those in the flesh. B u t h o w e v e r demonstrat ive of t h e existence of ev i l 
sp ir i tua l a g e n t s in t h e o ther l i fe these facts m a y be, they cer ta in ly 
af ford no s u p p o r t to t h e bel ief in " a n oi'der of d e v i l s , " or, in other 
w o r d s , a race o f d iabol ic b e i n g s essent ia l ly d is t inct f r o m the spir i ts o f 
dead m e n and w o m e n . I n all cases, even in those w h e r c i u spir i ts 
a n n o u n c e themselves as evil , t h ey i n v a r i a b l y declare t h a t t h e y b e l o n g 
to o u r race, and were o n c e l ike us e m b o d i e d in flesh. A l l their actions, 
so far as we h a v e a n y f a c u l t i e s t o observe t h e m , accord wi th t h a t s u p -
posi t ion, b u t are i rreconci leable wi th a n y other . H e n c e , a l t h o u g h 
these facts are far f r o m b e i n g conc lus ive a g a i n s t t h e o r t h o d o x belief in 
t h e existence of D e v i l s , n o special theo log ica l p l e a d i n g can t w i s t t h e m 
into accordance w i t h i t . T h e y accord wi th t h e t e a c h i n g of S w e d e n -
b o r g respect in g evil spirits, b u t not wi th the p r e v a i l i n g bel ie f a m o n g s t 
t h e r e p u t e d l y o r t h o d o x . 

T H E I D E K T I T Y O F S P I R I T S . 
THE way -n which trained legal intellects w o u l d seek to c s t a b l b h the identity of A 
cl ient, or l l iat of a prisoner, in a court of just ice, is so well known as to require b u t a 
v e r y brief description. S l iould the investigaf iou relate to n eriminnl traneaction, a 
n u m b e r of witnesses would be brought forward to swear thot t h e person charged wi th 
the cr ime was t h e person w h o had committed it j tlie j u d g e would then s u m up, and 
t h e j u r y would decido according t o t h e evidence, or, at least, according to their pei'cop-
(ion and apprecial ion of the evidence. O b v i o u s l y , this m o d e of proving the identity 
of a m a n is inapplicable to the phenomena of spirit iatercoui'se. W e c a n n o t s u m m o n 
spirits f rom the vasty deep and p u t them upon oath i n a C o u r t of Just ice, n o r 
con we cross-ejamine them as we can h u m a n beings. T h e distinctiye peculiarities of 
gait, Toice, manner , features, and expression, constituting the tout ensemhle of on 
individual , are all appreciable b y the senses, wlien a m a n is the observed object, but are 
generally b idden from sight in the ea?e ot a spiritual proscnce. O u r experience teaches 
ue that men l ike oursclres, wi th passions and faculties similar to our o w n , cannot alter 
their features, aud other distinctive peculiarities to any considerable extent, and heneo 
those distiuetive peculiarities are perceived by us to be tests of identity. l u t h e case 
of spiritual phenomena, however, these tests cannot be applied. W e cannot see the 
presence that symbolises t h o u g ht in raps, and even if we could see it, we could never bo 
sure that the appearance presented by it to the vision was real, and n o t assumed for 
t h e occasion. W o have b u t very sl ight knowledg e of the powers and faculties of 
spirits. T l i e y may be able to assume any oppearanee they please, and present that 
appearance to t h e natural eye as an objective r e a l H y ; or they may be able to open tlio 
internal and spiritual vision o f man, so as to cause him to perceive a purely spiritual 
I ppsM'ance as i f it were an objective material reality ; or they m a y be able to operate 
{ n the mind of man in sueh a w a y cs to lead him to receive a mere subjective vision, 
fantasy , impression, or suggested dream as if i t constituted a veritable picture c f ob-
ject ive realities. Ocular evidence is incapable of proving the ident i ty ot any gliostJy 
appearancc, becaus® the subject of that evidence can never be certain that the appear-
ance presented to h im b real and n o t illusoryv I t is only w h e n ocular evidence 



20 THE AUSTBALIAN SPIRITUALIST. 

corresponds n-itii, corroborates, on<l is eovroljoraleti by otlier sorts of evklenco, tliat 
it becomes specially valuable, and fends ))Ovvei'f«lly to iiiduc® conviction. Wlwi i vari-
ous lines of evidence converge upon a point, and tliose iinea of evidence 
include that of vision, wo have tlien tlic highest degree of moral ccitainty tliab the 
s Xibiect vr'ill admit of. 

T1i3 osliibition o f mental idiosynoraeiss, traits of ehsractor, and peculiarities of 
fyle and of thinking constitute additional projfa of spirit identity. When an in-

visible pi-esence addresses us, and j>ui'ports to be tho spirit of a deceased lelalii'c, we 
naturally expect it to prove its identity by cxiiibitiiig tl>ose mental and spiritual pecu-
liarities whicli distinguished our relatite when )ie was alive upon the earth. Should 
the presence foil to e ih ib i t those peculiarities ivc tlien have no proof of its identity 
beyond its mere ipso dixit. Xlie statement it makes may be either true o r false, but we 
have no means of proving it to be eithei- the one or the other. 

The best proofs of spirit identity tluit wc know o f , or can at present tbint o f , appear 
t> bo the following. 

1st. That the communicating epr i t shall ojipcar to tlie 'bodily eye, and shal) b<3 
perceived to have the features and expression of the person whose spirit it professes to 
DC. T he exiiibition of the features and expression of ths deceased person may bs 
illusory, but tiiat exJiibitioti nevertheless tends very powerfully to induce a conviction 
of tlio eshibitor's identity, aiKl it also liarmoiibes with and sn"ongly corroborjtes a!i 
other sorts of evidence bearing on that poiiit. 

2nd. That it shall manifest itself to the touch, and th« individualism o f it be recos-
ni ed by the person touched, in consequence of some known peculiarity connected niH» 
the tactual impressions made b y it. 

3rd. That it shall profess itself to be the spirit of some partieniiiv person, and 
alwiys answer, when interroijatoi, as if it wcri; tiie veritable spirit it purports to bo. 

4th. T; :a . it shall generally exhibit the distinctive peculiarities of the person whose 
spirit it professes to be in respect t o style, modes of thinking, moita l power, and 
moral qualities, in all eases wlierein it manifests itself. 

5th. Xliat it shall allude to events and eireumstances forgotten by tlie living, but 
known to them formerly, and subsequently remembered. 

6tli, Xliat it shall speak about events, eireuuistanees, things, and persons o { v !iie!» 
n o one in the circle has any knowledge j that it shall represent itself as having been 
personally related to those persons, events, things, and circumstances; and that it 
sliall subsequently be discovered that the events alluded to transpired, and the things 
persons oud eircumstanees mentioned existed, in the way and manner pointed out by 
the spirit. B y itself this would constitute a proof of spirit knowledge only, bat when 
vievred in connection with other evidences it furnishes collateral proo f of spirit-
identity. 

7th. That it shall compJefo pariieular advice wliicli the person wliose spirit it p ro -
fesses to be left incomplete when dying, and finish sentences left half-finished by 
that person ; and which said advice, and lialf-iiDished sentences, shall bo known 
only to the persou to whom these proofs of identity shall be addressed. 

W h e n (ill these proofs o f spirit identity centre in any ono case, we then havo the 
strongest |)roof of the identity of tho communicating spirit that tho nature of tlio 
subject will permit. Even when only one proof happens to present itself in connection 
•with an alleged spiritual comrautiication, tliat proof ought to exert a due amount o f 
influence over any judgment wbicli a reasonable man may forin, relative to tiie nature 
o f the eonimtinicating agent- I n a case o f this sort, as in all analagous eaEes, the 
reason ought to be swayed, and the judgment decided by tho force of evidence. 

W i t h a view of enabling tho readers of the " Australian Spiritualist" to perceivo 
the mode in which the foregoing tests of spirit identity present themselves in connec-
tion with the m o d e m " manifestations " we shall reprint a number of eases as appro-
p i a ' e illustrations. 

Mr . J . K . Mansfield is a distinguished wrUing test medium, though whom soma 
very remarkable tests of spirit identity, are occasionally given. Mr . K . B . W o l f e a 
Doctor of Medicine, residing at Boston, thus wrftes to the " Herald" of progress, N o . 
80. V o l . 1st. respecting Mr. Mansfield's inediumship. 

F o r several months past I have been a daily companion of J l r . Mansfield, and have 
had everj desirable facility for testing the reliability o f his mediumistio character, and 
tho power possessed by spirits to write through him to their friends in tiie body. These 
opportunities for ascertaining the truth of spirit intercourse, I trust I have not let go 
by entirefy unimproved, i 'crsonally, I have interrogated the spirits more than a 
hundred t imes ; and, through hioi, I have witnessed the writiug o i almost a thousand 
letters, b y the control of spirits, to friends seokiug information of spirit life. 1 propose 
briefly to detail the character of some of these communications. 
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U O W 1 C O M S I C X I C A I E . 

W l i e i i I seelv t o c a m m u n i o - ' t o with a spir i t tlii 'oiijli -Mr. I t m s f i s l d , I »7i'ito t h e u a m s 
o r tlio spir i t ill full, to jeDiur wilk tlio qivostioii, o r staUi;iii!iil o f tlie iiifoi'mation I de-
sire, OH wliito p j p c r a n d sign m y n a m e to it . T d i * I e n c l o s e iti an opatfuc cnvplopo, 
o r I roll i t up a r n t n b o r o t t imes, before subniit l i i ig i t t o tlie inodium, M r . M a n s -
field tlien places t h e envelope, o r roll , c o n t a i n i n g m y quest ion, before him on the t a b l e 
a n d touelies i t l ightly witli t h e t i ps of his fingers, i l a soon Seoomes influenced t o 
wri te , s o m e t i m e s w i t h o n e h a n d , Bometisues w i t h t h e o t h e r — " t h e r i g h t h a n d w r i t i n g 
o n o n e sub|ect, a n d t h e left h a n d wri t ing on a n o t h e r subjec t , at t h e s a m e t i m e . " 

P K O O P S T H A T T U B C O S I M U y i C A T r O S S C O J I E l ' U O . > t I T I t l t O t T T T H E I t E D I D S I . 

1 will now p r e s e n t the evidence to p r o v e t l iat M r . M insfij ld's o w n m i n d has n o t h i n g 
fo d o with t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , as r e g a r d s i m p a r t i n g t h e intel l igence t h e y c o n v e y t o 
t h e i n t e r r o g a t o r , wlieu t h e y e o m o t h r o u g h hi io . I c i to t)i0 following as w i t n e s s 1 s t . I 
» r o t « as f o l l o w s : 

" R i c h a r d K. O., I t . P . O U friend, c a n j o u g i r e m e a n y e v i d e n c e o f y o u r p r e s e n c e 
a n d individual i d e n t i t y ? " Signed, B . W o l f e . 

T h i s n o t « was securely c losed a n d s u b m i t t e d t o S i r . i l a n s f i e l d , h e n o t Icnoivinj a n y -
t h i n g o f i ts c o n t e n t s , a n d i t nevei' being o u t o f m y s ight . I n a few m i n u t e s t h e m e d i u m 
w i ' o t e : 

W e i l D o c t o r , y o u r fr iend, o ld D o c t o r "R-1? . C . , is n o t p r e s e n t , b u t I a m here , a n d 
Qshamed I a m t o tel l y o u h o w I c a m e hero. Y o u k n o w I was a slave t o t h a t c u r s e d 
w h i s k y , t h o u g h often b e s o u g h t b y m y e a r t h f r iend s t o g i v e i t u p , j e t I pers is ted i n 
ray o w n w a y , unt i l 1 was f o u n d d e a d in t h a t p l a c e . " • • * • • 

T h i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n was signed by a n a m e t h a t ca l led up t h e m e m o r y o f a n ear ly 
w l i o o l r a a t c , b u t o f w h o m for m a n y y e a r s 1 liad h e a r d n o t h i n g . I k n e w t h e y o u n g m a n 
t o be c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y i n t e m p e r a t e , i f t h e Tioe ol ' ineemperai ice c a n bo t r a n s m i t t e d fi'ocn 
s i re t o son. B u t u p o n th i s p o i n t I n e e d u o t dwell . A few d a y s af ter this I i w c i v e d 
a l e t t e r f roai h o m e , i n f o r m i n g m e o f t h e d e a t h o f th i s y o u n g m a n , " in t l ie prec ise 
m a n n w , placo, a n d t i m e i n d i c a t e d in his c o m m u n i c a t i o n t o m e . I have t h o u g h t mucia 
o f tliis case , a n d c a n n o t a s c r i b e the i n f o r m a t i o n c o n v c y c d t o p s y c h o m e t r i c r e a d i n g , o r 
p s y c ' - o l o g i c power o f t h e m e d i u m . I f i t was n o t t h e spir i t o f 11. 0 . t h a t w r o t e t h r o u g h 
M r . Mansfield, tlien p r a y g i r o s i e s o m e m o r e s a t i f a c t o r y e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e s e m a r v e l l o u s 
c o i n c i d e n c e s o f n a m e s , dntss, places , a n d c i r c u m s t a n e c s . A f t e r d o i n g this , r e a d e r , t o 
y o u r sat isfact ion, e x a m i n e witness s c c o n d . I w r o t e as f o l l o w s : 

" I s a a c P , o r e y o u p r e s e n t ? " S igned B . W . 
T h i s s i m p l e quest ion furnishes n o oluc (u t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e m a n addressed, b u t 

w h o will fail t o r e c o g n i z e m y f r i e n d as a " b r o a d b r i m " by his p l a i n n e s s o f s p c e c h in 
liis r e p l y ; l iere i t is ; 

" W e l l , f r iend W o l f e , h a s t h e e t h o u g h t t o call a f ter t h y d e p a r t e d fr iend P ? W e l l 
h e is with y o u n o w . Y e s , I have long desired t o c o m o t o t n c c , t h a t I m i g h t tell t h e e 
m u c h l h a v e l o n g e d t o tell t h e e a b o u t . 

S igned, th ine olTeccetionately, I s a a c P . " 
M r . M a u s / l e l d k n e w n o t h i n g o f t h e c h r a c t e r o f t 'nc person 1 addressed above , a n d i t 

^•as i m p o s s i b l e t o obta in s u c h i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m m y m i n d , as I was v e r y m u c h a s t o n -
ished m y s e l f t o reoeiv c his c o m m u n i c a t i o n in t h e pla in l a n g u a ge o f t h e soc ie ty t o w h i c h 
h o belonged . I s i t n o t s ingular , a t least on t h e s c o r e o f eoinoidcDce, t h a t th i s s ingle 
call u p o n a Q u a k e r fr iend, o u t « f a h u n d r e d calls I h a v e m a d e , should be r e s p o n d e d 
t o in Q u a k e r s p e c c h ? B u t this is n o t a n isola ted ease in n hich pecul iar i t ies of speec h 
a n d habi tual m o d e s o f t h o u g h t a r e exhibi ted , w h e n s p i r i t s k n o w n t o possess 
t h e m in th i s life, a r e called u p o n t o g i v e t e s t i m o n y o f t h e realities o f t h e spir i t 
w o r l d . 

I n t h e " H e r a l d o f P r o g r e s s " for O c t o b e r 3 0 t h . 1 8 6 0 D r . W o l f e detai ls t h e p a r t i c u -
l a r s o f a n o t h e r interview w h i c h h e h a d witJi M r . J . N . Mansfield a n d a t w h i c h s o m e 
v e r y r e m a r k a b l e p r o o f o f spi r i t - ident i t y w e r e o b t a i n e d . T h e D o c t o r , i n t r o d a c t r y 
remarks a r e o m i t t e d , b u t t h e f a c t s a r e s t a t e d in his own w o r d s . 

O n t h e first o f S e p t e m b e r I w r o t e on a slip o f p a p e r t h e w o r d s , " A m e l i a , 
d a u e l i t e r o f Colonel W " a n d s i m p l y s igned m y n a m e . T h e slip o f p a p e r I 
folded u p carefully , s o as t o p r e v e n t t h e m e d i u m seeing w h a t I h a d wri t ten , a n d I w a s 
equally earefol n o t t o give t h e sl ightest i n t i m a t i o n o f w h o t h e p a r t y was I a d d r e s s e d . 
I n m a i i i p u l a t i n g t h i s p a p e r for a c o n t r o l , M r . Mansf ie ld , i n a d v a n e f , declared t h e 
infiuenec he felt t o p r o c e e d f r o m a frail a n d dolioate female , w i t h insutUcient m a g n e t i c 
s t r e n g t h to wri te . H e s o o n howeve r began t o d r a w t h e p i c t u r e o f a hil l side, o r 
m o u n t a i n w i t h t rees u p o n i ts s u m m i t i i n t h e side o f t h e m o u n t a i n w a s a hole, f r o m 
t h e hole issued a railroad, a a d on t h e ra i l road w e r e c a r s ; a t t h e t e r m i n u s o f t h o r o a d 
was w h a t seemed t o be a pi le o f s t o n e s o r fragnaenta of rook. H e then p r o c e e d e d t o 
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draw » becUtcail wirii n female figure in a woumljent posture upon i t ; then anotlier 
small, dclieatc figiu'e was drawn, when Mr. MansJjeU asked ma what it meant. 

Of ;ourse it was as inexplicable to njs as it was to himself. After engaging u little 
in conversstion lie was influenced to write on the picture of the mountain. " Hus-
band's property." I now recognised the spirit by this symbol, for although I had only 
addressed her as Amelia the child of Colonel W ' ' yet she identified herself as a 
wife aud symholised her husband in the manner aborc presented, W h e n my hus-
band's property was written in the manner indicated I then remembered, and not till 
then, that Amelia's husband was the proprietor of eitensirc coal mines, in one of the 
Western States, and that he is still engaged in w o r i m g them. But where is there 
any intimnSiou of all this in the simple words " .A.melia daughter of Colonel 
W . " 

I saidnothing of this communication to the medium, but carefully Sept my o>7n 
eonnsel aud conclusions until September 4th, when I again wrote, " Amelia, daughter 
of Colonel W , " and secured " it from the scrutiny of the medium," should 
he attempt to .lorutiiiise it, in the same manner that I had when I called on him first. 
Tile medium's hand was soon controlled when the following was written: D o c t o r , 
the dear one is struggling hard to speak to you, and hor dear Husband, and her 
father the Colonel. She thanks y o a for your exertions to save her to her parents, 
but says, " y o u came l oo late," i c l l my dear • • • • « » 
tigr.ed, 

EstMA K -
I n this mcssagefrom the spirit o f one acquainted with the ciroumance alluded to, 

the symbol of tiio female reclining thereon finds an intelligent interpretation. But 
pray, what is there in the words, " Amelia, daughter of Colonel W ' . , " to bring 
Ont all this explanation and allusions to things and ciroumstances ? Surely there is 
nothing, unless the intelligence of the spirit addressed is present and controls the or-
ganizftlion of the nie<Uum. 

But I again, on the 6th of September wrote " A m e l i a , the daughter of colonel 
W and presented it to Mr . Mansfield, as I had before done. I n response, 
this time, to my eall, the gentle presence of my beautiful spirit sister was made known in 
the following note ; 

M y dear brother N. , " thcspiritpreso::tha8 not control, she seoms a " young wi fe , " 
and holds in her arms an " infant spirit." I have heard hor speak with my lady 
spirit friend, Mrs. K. . and wonder why her dear parents and sisters do not impart a 
m.ignetism that she may be able to speak them, t i e r eondittion is weak, yet " she 
made some imperfect figu.iss not long since," hoping thereby to arrest the attention 
of her dear ones j but the struggle wiis great. Y o u now know her condition and must 
expect accordingly. 

" T o u r sister, 
E U J I A F R A S C I S . 

Now look, reader, at the concatenation of facts in eTidence of tho spirit presence of 
Amelia, in response to tho foregoing caUs. Three times I called " Amelia, daughter of 
Col . W , " and see what comes to my call, I have a word oi explanation to make, 
which I think will be appreciated by the intelligent reader. 

A year ago I was boarding in a private boarding house in the city of C. Col. W . , 
at this time a comparative stranger to me, with his ffery interesting family, were board-
ing the same house. A n only married daughter of &ol. W . , 'Amel ia , ' came on a 
visit to her parents, and, iu a week after her arrival, died in child.hirth. Several emi-
nsnt physicians were called to relieve the sufferer, and a few hours before her departurel 
was for the first time called to her bedside, only to witness a protracted dissolution. 
On iicr arrival in C. I had been introduced to her by her father, as his friend, and 
subsequently was informed that her husband was proprietor of extensive eoal fields in 
the aojoiniug State, and was then engaged in working them. This was all I knew at 
that time of Amelia, whose delicate form I assisted in depositing with its mother earth. 
Since then I have cultivated a more intimate acquaintance with the lamily of Col. W . , 
•where 1 have learned to respect the virtues of our sister spirit Amelia, whose memory 
Btill diffuses itself in lovo through the hearts of inr cherished ones, as flowers diffuse 
their fragrance around iiappv homcs-

I n the fortieth number o f ' the first volume of the " H e r a l d of Progress " we find 
the following remarkable test of spirit-identity. I t is contained in a letter dated New 
Orleans, La October 80th, 1860 and which is signed A . & . W . Th e Mrs, G . spoken 
of is the Mrs. G. whose conversion to Spiritualism is recordediu another part o f this 
•work. The writer of the Ijtter eays On tho 2nd of this month, the most lerrible 
storm which I ever witnessed vliited tliie city. Unfinished hou«cs wero blown down, 
Others unroofed, trees uprootocl, fences laid low, tho J^jckson Railroad destroyed foir 
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many milos, aiul many clisasfCM ooourreJ on t'lu I'ivors and bko9, ail o f which y o n 
iiavo 110 (ioubt hciii'd ot tlii'oii^h tlie i>a|iei'S. Ti ie stoi'in i'a»od furiously all d i y , l i u n -
dreds o f biniiicss man bii i ig unsblo to go from lio ' i i i iib uU j ainong these was tho 
husband o f Jlrs. G . T h o spirits gave sevoriil baiutiful lattBrs tliroiigli tho day to their 
friuiids, remarking in son i j o f them, that tho kind o f woathor was f jvorabio for spir it 
comtnuiiiealions. A b o u t six o ' c lock on tl.o snmo erening, the spirit friends in t roduced 
a new-born spirit, w h o gave liis namn, )>Ioce of rosidonce before death, and many other 
interesting items. H e bogged o f Mra. to write to liis wife, and dictated tlio 
fol lowing letter, which was written in a bold , maseulina hand, entirely di l f jrent f r o m 
her o i^n ; 

" M y B e a o t s t W i f e : Tos f crday , as y o u are awaro, I went o n t with two c o m -
panions on a fishing oTcnrsion. I t was iate in the erenins before wo thonglit o f re -
turning. W e were about thirty n:iles from home, when tho wind aroso, and our boat 
sprang a leak. W s started for a email island, readied it, drew out little boat to the 
shore, and caulked it with rope torn u p . 

' ' I t was then very late ; we feared to start, and fe»red to remain. I t was certain 
death to remain, and we had but slight hopes o f reaching tho city. B u t alas! we had 
n o altcniative left, for the i f iand was small, and was even then more than half over-
f lowed i so we g o t into our frail cockle-shell boat, and took the n e a m t course for tho 

c i ty . W o had proceeded but a short distance, when the waves, coming with terrible 
force agamst o u r boat, fUrew it f rom one side to tho other for a few moments , and 
tlien it careened clear over, tlirowing iis all in tho lake. 

" M y p o o r companions could not swicn, and must hare gone under at one© ; or they 
m a y have been saved ; I know not . In fact, I knu« -noth ing for some moments . I 
I was consc ious o f swimming toward the island we had left. I reached it, and then 
looked around mc for the first t ime. N o hoi>o was there ; I was up to tny knees in 
wafer , and the water rising evei'y instant. There were no trees, on ly a few stunted 
shrubs. I f ound a few old vottcn planks, wliich had ]»rob;ibly been drifted there on 
s o m e occasion like the present. I fastened them together with a strong fish-line I had 
in my poeket, and waited, with trembling heart and a lost prayer for y o u ray beloved 
M a r y the rise o f the water. 

" I t camo rapidly, and soon I floated on the water, on m y frail raft . I was washed 
o^" many times, but regained i t as often, and thus I was floated all night, all night 
long. O G o d l what a terrible night to mo 1 Evei'y act o f my life passed in review 
before m e ; every sin looked black as ten thousand pits o f darknass j every act o f un-
kindness to you , m y dear wife , I thought of, with deep remorse in m y heart. Porgivo 
mc . m y M a r y , for every unkind word I ever gave you , for , o h ! my wife, I truly l oved 
you . 

" Morn ing canic, and with it h igher winds, every wave drifting mo farther and farther 
o u t to sea. K ine , ten, and eleven o ' c l ock come, and still I floated on my boaixle i b u t 
they were n o w broken apart, and it was difflcult to keep myself on them. I took o u t 
m y old silver watch, which had n o t stopped, in spite o f being wet outstdc. I t was 
t w o o ' c lock . A few^ minutes after, I was agaiu washed otT my planks, and could n o t 
regain them. I then kne-" all hope was gone. T h o u g h still uselessly t iy ing to float, 
1 went under again and again ; a few gasps and a few struggles, and in an instant, as 
i t were, I f ound myself here. 

" I t is a strange place : I d o n o t k n o w what to make o f it yet . Already I h i v o 
seen m a n y I know on earth, but know n o t if they are happy , nor d o I know h o w I 
feel myself, whether I am sorry or glad. I ' m told 1 will be happy aficr a while. N o w , 
m y dear wife, believe the truth o f this leltcr T promised y o u that, i f I died first, I 
•would come back t o y o n if I could . I nov/ fulfill m y pvomise, y o u see. D o answer 
this letter to the lady w h o writes this, i f j o a wish to hear f r om m o 
again. 

" I owe J i m Simth five dollars, borrowed money , and some other little 
debts y o u can easily pay, and then have enough left to get on comfortably. 

" G o o d bye my own dear Mary until yon hear from ycur spirit husband again. B a 
c o m f o r t e d and consoled, and remember I am not dead. M y soul lives ; the b o d y is 
o n l y dead, and is now tossed by the waves o f the sea fi o m one place to another. L e t 
it go , n o matter where, so the soul is saved, and is promised happiness in tho future. 
Aga in , good bye. 

" Y o u r spirit husband, 

" A . O . X . 

" T O M B S . M . E . O . N . 

T h e letter was faithfully copied, and tent to tho address givon to Mrs . G . M.iny 
friends wore told, next morning, o f this mysterious letter, Tho spirits who brought 
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tliia new spirit to Ifvs. G. said flipy w î lied it to be a good test to us, ftnrl to ofhera 
wliomight be iiitorestod. 

On the 5H> inst., tliis spirit, A. O. N., came again, spying liia wife iiad vecoirecl tho 
l3tl«r from her spirit husband, but would not probably"aiisiver it for some clays, per-
haps t\ro weeks or more, as she was orerwlielmed ivith grief for tha loss of Her lius-
band ; and besides, hev youngest cliild was Tery sick, of dysentery. He also stated 
thnt they had two eliildren. 

On the 16th inst., lie came again, sayirg his wife was writing to Mrs. Gt. on that 
day, and she (Mi-s. G.) would I'eceire it the following day or the dny after. Ho said, 
nlso, that lib wife was anxious to have his ndvice abont going to iier parents at the 
North. Mrs. G. and friends anxiously awaited the answer. Many who knew the 
cii'ciimstanp«s said. "You will never receive ananstvari it is all humbug." 

Contrary to tlieir expectations, and to tbe deligiit of Mrs. Q. and her lamily circle, 
the answer came on the 17th instant., confirming all the circumstances related, as far 
as they were knovfn to the bereaved wife, and requesting the medium to ask lier spirit 
hiisband to advise her about going to lier parents. He has written a reply, through 
Mrs. G., which, wo think, must prove entirely satisfactory. 

In the flffcy-tliird number of the first volume of the " Ilemld of Progress" a 
writer, who signs himself Ira Porter, and whose letter is dated, Waukegan, February 
3rd, 1801, relates the following unusual test of spirit-identity. The Com Hatch, to 
whom he refeis is a eeledrafed American trance medium and inspirational speaker. 

In the Bummer of 1857, while Cora was then but seventeen yeai-s of age, she and 
her husband came to Waukegan, wliere she gave to crowdcd audiences, two lectures 
upon n subject proposed by a commlttce choosen for the occasion. During tlielr stay 
here tliey stopped at my house. In the intei-val between the morning and the evening 
lecture, Cora purpoit-tl to be obsessed by a squaw calling herself S/ienandoah (famili-
arly Shanna.} When obsessed, sho had the simper, and the soft, flat, peculiar articu-
lation of a squaw, but at the same time she used words wliieh 1 thought no aboriginal 
woman would hare been lively to use. Such, for instance, as tlio word " development." 
Although she pronounced tho woixl imperfectly, I doubted whether she was controlled 
by a veritable Indian woman, but though it probable that she was In n state common 
to mesmeric subjects, known as ** mesmeric dreams," in which they fancy they aro 
hunting, fishing, &e., and will go through with all the motions incident to their 
imagined employments. 

Some two years after, I was at tho house of a friend, J£r. G., in Chicago and there 
came in a female medium, formerly of Onieda Co., New York, to whom I was an 
entire stranger. She was introduced to me by Mrs. G- She had never been nearer to 
Waukegan than Chicago, eonsequently she linew nothing of mo or of my residence. 
After she had Iield « few moments conversation with Mrs. Q., in which I took no part, 
she seemed to be Influenecd by some extraneous agency, Mra. G., after watching her 
a moment remarked, " Shaiina," is here. Instantly the medium crossed the room, 
came to where I was sitting, extended her arm to shako hands with me, and with that 
peculiar simper and tone exhibited by Mrs. Hatch, at my house, said, " I know you, 
old fellow, I have seen you before. 1 saw you at your house when Cora was there. I 
'iluenced Cora, you did not believe it, but f did. l̂ieve wore two rooms in your house 
separated by folding doors. We were in the front room. Aint that so, old fellow ? 
Yes, you know that was so." She then made some further remarks regarding my 
mentality not necessary to repeat. 

I am entii'ely certfiln that this medium did not know that I had ever seen Cora 
Hatch—did not knon- that Cora had been at my house, or that my house had folding 
doors, or that Mrs. llateh had been obsessed in the front room, or that I had doubted 
the manifestations, because I do not remember ever to have spoken of those doubts to 
any human being. Mrs. G. had never been in ray house, and was as ignorant of each 
fact referred to, as the medium. Yet all that was said by the medium in regard to the 
locality in which Cora was influenced, and la regard to my doubts upon the subject, 
was strictly true. 

To demonstrate that thU medium was not herself under the influence of a self-
exaltation, I will add, thatwliileshe was obsessed by Sliauna.a German, of Chicago, came 
into the room, and what slie called Shanna, left, and a German purported to take 
immediate possession. Under this last named Influence, she talked and sang in Ger-
man, using the German language witli such ease and fluency that the German present 
talk  ̂ with her nearly an hour in his own language, although she and her friends 
assure me that she cannot speak one word of German in her normal state. Whether 
the last influence was atmospheric, mesmeric, psychological, spiritmil, or diabolical, I 
j'lbmit to tlie wisdom of the world, 
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T H E P K E S U X r A T T I T a O E O P T I f R w a S L O W I P I I R E S P E C C T O 

S P I R I T U A L I S X t . 
T U B chanjea of public opinion witli respect (o tlie facts of spiritualism are both curi" 
oas and suggestive. Abont ten years ngo, when spiritualism wcarae a topic of general 
eonrerjalion in America, a host of arguments as strong a j prejiiJice and ignorance 
could make thom wore launched against it . I t was said that tlie phenomena were pvo-
duced by fraud, by collusion, by concealed machinery, by sleight of hand, by cleotro-
magnetism, by clecti-icity, by snapping the toes, by leaden bullets placed in the slioes 
of the medium, by the e'bows, by the feet rubbing against tlie legs of tables, by mus-
cular pressure unconsciously appl ie i , and then by the same pressure consciously applied, 
by brains placed in odylic rapport, by the nerve centres below the brain, by the devit, 
by the devil's imps, and by various other ineaua. A mighty array of possible causes 
o f the phenomena were pointed out by learned fools who were too self-opinionated to 
listen to evidence, and who set up the faneics of their addled pafes as veritable dis-
coveries. H o w the world will l au ih at them flty yeai-a hence ! I n Amsri'-a there 
are mora than three millions of believers. President Lincoln is reported to be a 
spiritualist, and the report excites scarcely any comment, because spiritiifllism lias 
ceased to be novel, and escites n o surprise. 

I n Europe scores of perso 19 moving in the highest circles o f soeiety are convinced. 
Amongst the clergy there are many disposed to investisate, and many moro who ara 
beginning to see the proper effeet which soiritualis ri is fitted to produce OA the world 
a n a o n the Church. I n the " Spiritual Magax ino " for May a clergyman of the church 
o f England, after a proper examination of the plienomona, writes thus : — " I f this 
should fall into the hands of m y brethren of the same ministry, I respectfully and 
earnestly entreat thom to beware how they speak and act in this matter. W e are in 
the actual presence o f a tremendous power, which is surely and rapidly developing 
itself in our midst. I t is our special duty to ascertain what, and whence that power 
is, to thoroughly investigate those alleged manifestations, and if there be good in them 
to make free use of that good in our ministrations, and if there be evil, to point out 
wliereiti that evil lies and guard our flocks against i t . " I n the same jourmil a Roman 
Catholic writer st-ates that he made a careful esamination of spiritual phenomena iii 
company with a learned Roman Catholic Doctor of Divinity. There were two mediums, 
one a Catholic convert wlio bccamc such through spiritualism, the other an honest man 
who supposed hmself under the immediate influence of Georgo Fox . This D . D . had » 
distinguished Jesuit for his director, and of course aotod with his permission in the 
matter. Th e Jesuit father said that n o well informed person could refer the phenom-
ena of spiritualism to diabolic influences." Th e same writer states that six years 
previously he heard a distinguished Roman Catholic Bishop of one o f (he States o f 
America express the opinion that spiritualism was the mighty rneans that G o d had 
begun and would continue to use for the conversion of the multitudes who had come 
to a state of entire unbelief in the christian faith." Quotinff the words of a Roman 
Catholic priest addressed to those who hold the theory of d iabolbm he says : I f 
deviis can communicafo will our Lord leave himself without witnesses ? W i l l yoi i 
limit the power of our Father and give over these manifestations to demons ? I tell 
y o u G o d will work by these means, and you will yet be obliged to confess that these 
phenomena are for his glory and the good o f souls." Strange words to come f rom 
the lips o f a Boman Catholic priest on the subject of spiritualism, b a t certainly not 
more strange than they ara true. Such stetcments allow that the opinions of 
churchmen with respect to spiritualism are undergoing a mighty change. 

The theory of diabolism is evidently on the wane, and will soon i>ass away from 
the minds of all but the most ignorant, Th e superstitious and unreasoning multitude 
will probably cherish it long after it has been tlispvoved by evidence as clear as tho 
solar beam. Spirits in the other life arc both bad and good , as i n this life men are 
BO. G o o d and evil, light and shade, pleasure and pain, appear to exist in the W o r l d 
of Spirits, much in the same sort of way tliat they exist in this world of ours. 

T Q E L O G I C O F T H E S A T U R D A Y R E V I E W . 
T B E absurdity of supposing that there is any such pei'iodical in existence as the 
" Saturday Review " can bo fully exposed by the free use of that particular sort o f 
logic in which the opponents of spiritualism are wont to indulge, and which 
they seemingly regard as eminently satisfactory. Should tliis logic be 
deemed conclusive against the spiritual manifestations, we shall endeavour to show 
that it is equally concliuive against the alleged existence of the " Saturday Review." 
I n carrying out our purpose wo shall make free use of the wor<ls and arguments ad-
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vanced in a cevfain notice of Mr. Home's iate vrorks in a eartain periodical, \Tliicli, 
for many obvious reasons, wo forbear to mention. Tlia notice wo allude to is headed 
" tUe Ai 'diimago of Spirituuliain." 

Xlia qiiastioii uiidor disouision relates simply to a tnUter of fact. I f wa ooiild 
S33 tlie " Saturday Rsview," so us to liare an opportunity of psi'iijiiig it, we ivould 
tlien liave the cridoiieo of our vision testifying to the fact of its existenee, but, as wa 
cintiot now seo it, sve eaii decide as to tlie existoneo of tlie Print only by testimony. 
Here tho sort of testimony offered on tlio alfirmativB side of the qaostioa beaomsj 
of the greatest importance, iind dainands tho most dispassionate serntiny. I t is said 
that the existence of the Print is testified by an iTniienso nu nber of persons, but thii 
statement we demur to. Tiie alleged fact is not testifisd by an iiUnijase numbsr of 
persons, but this statement we domur to. I 'he alleged fa^t is not testified by an i m -
mouse number of ns 'sons. Th e persons are only some of them indicated by names, 
and whdt tliose names are is an important consideration. A i d tiiose who are indicated 
otherwise than by names, are so indicated that their testimony becomes either worth-
less, or, f rom theconcoaledform in which i t is olTerod,adverse to thefaots which it proposes 
to certify. W e sliall lay aside all consideration of the English testimony. I t is not 
in our power to examine it. George Andrew Spottiswoode and David Jonas are to us 
names signifying nothing, Th e lattor is indeed a myth, and obviously o f marina 
origin. W e consider all testimony derived f r om English sources worthless. Th e 
reasons which lead us to this conclusion we shall brieily state. 

I n the first place we are unacquainted with the witnesses. They raay be ^ery res-
pectable people, but they may also be tlie ^reverse j they may be truthful bat they also 
m a y b e false. W e cannot in the absence of positive knowledge o f their character 
depend upon anything thoy say. 

The articles quoted as from the " Saturday Eeview " in English neiTspapers have n o 
names appended to them, not even initials, and henco they may be, and probably are 
forgeries. W a do not know the writers of these articles, and consequently cannot 
be certain that the Slid articles over appeared in a paper called Hie " S a t u r d a y R e -
view." Th e evidence therefore derivable from the fact tnat English newspapei-g q u o to 
articles as from t h e " Saturday Review," resolves itself in its ultimate analysis jnto a 
very vanishing quantity. 

3rd. I t is said that a groat number of persons ccrtify to the fact that there is (saclt 
» periodical as the " Saturday Review." I t is convenient for those who maintain the 
affirmative side of this question to quote as certifying witnesses, all who liave ever been 
present at any meeting at which any article has been read purporting to be contained 
in the "Saturday Review." i3ut all testimony of this sort is unreliable. I n most 
cases the evidence is of this sort. " A t Sandgate, in Kent, in the presence of thirteen 
people an artielc contained in the " Saturday K e v i e w " was read ar.d laughed at ." 
Observe here is n o da!e, here are no names, hers are no attestations. T he narrative is 
most confused. W e maintain that a statement of facts caiinot be true unless there be 
a date appended to it. W e maintain further that a lact with a date, but without tho 
names of attestors, cannot bercgarded as a fact. W h e r e then is the proof that thir-
teen persons were present when the alleged article was read. The whole testimony 
resolves it-self into the personal assertion of the writer. Again : " On the 21st day of 
March, 1853, the 88Sth number of the " Saturday R e v i e w " was published in L o n -
don . " Here is a facc stated, and it has a data to it, but there are n o names appended 
to the statement. Of all the men in existence, n o t o n e has ever certified to the fact 
but the person who wrote tho statement. Th e testimony therefore resolves itsell into 
the personal assertions of some writer, who, for reasons best known to himself writes 
anonymously. Possibly he thought tliat the mentioning of his name would ba suQl-
cient to invalidate his testimony. 

Let us take cases in which the witnesses are said to be plural. It is said that a 
great many people have read articles in the " S a t u r d a j l E e v i e w " and that others have 
read articles published in other papers, which articles were quoted from the " Saturday 
Eeview," W e demur to this testimony. W h o are the great many people? N o 
names are given. Initials oven will not do. W o must have the names in full t o 
command our belief. T h e articles alleged to be quoted in other papers from the 

Saturday Review " have no names appended to them, and hence, the evidence they 
furnish must be rejected. A n d so it comes then to this that the immense number o f 
persons indicated by name, or otherwise, who bear testimony to the existence of such 
a p<riodieal print as the "Sa turday Review," are in almost every case anonymous, or 
indicated only by initials j and that the witnesses wlio really do accredit their testimony 
by their names are Messrs. Andrew Spotisweode, and David Jones, and a fow othcra. 
A n d o f these witnesses we know nothing—positively nothing. 
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W e may here remark tliat tlie wUneascs ilo not testify consentaneously to the gama 
facts. One witness eevtifios that Ite lead one article, and another that he read another. 
B u t even assuming that they all tostilied to the sanio fiiets, their testiniony would not 
bo sulBcient to establish the alHrmative aspect of the question in dispute. I f eleven 
judges or physicians, o r bishops testified tho fait « c might belierc it, but not other-
wise. 

A truce to this badinage. W e merely mdulged in it to show how easily tho argu-
ments advanced by the "Saturday R e v i e w " in its noties of Mr. Homo 's book could 
he run into absurdity, and that too without any unnecessary twisting or straui. T he 
more serious pa^t of tlie " Eeview " alluded to demands s passing notice. 

Tho " IJeTicwer" objects to the facts attested by the spiritualists, on the ground that 
those facts aro of a miraculous character, l i e evidently regards them as miraculous, 
in order that he may make use of his reading by applying to fhem the criteria o f 
miraeles laid down by Bisliop Douglas. I n sliort, the " E c v i e w e r " wants to make tho 
discussion a purely literary one, a mere bone of contention for briefless barristers and 
ambitious freshmen to write essays about and wrangle over, instead of settling tlio 
matter at once by direct personal investigation. N o matter how seemingly absurd, o r 
extravagant, or contrary to the registered oxperience of mankind, or opposed to the 
babblings of science falsely so called the facts of spiritualism may be, the only way to 
examine them with profit is to examine them by tho aid of personal hearing and vision. 
N o otlier sort of examination is sufllcient. T he facte must be subjected to the super-
vision of the senses, before conviction of their truth can be induced in any sceptical 
mind. I t is this personal examination of the facts which all those who write against 
spiritualism seemingly shun. Thoy will not take the trouble to search for trotli them-
selves, but attempt to write it down whenever it is discovered by others, Tho " Re-
viewer" sugaeststhatif eleven Bishops, or eleven Queen's Counsellors, or eleven members 
o f the College of Physicians, or eleven Judges were to certify that the facts were triio 
the world would be justified in believing them j but we can assure him that even this 
amount of testimony would fail to convince the world. Tho men who have already 
testified to tho fads are just as worthy of credit as any of the four elevens mentioned 
by the " Keviewer," and even were eleven " Saturday's Reviewers" added to the list, and 
the facts could not be seen, we should rank ourselves amongst the sceptics. I t is tho ac-
ccBsibleiicss of the facts wliieh places them on a level with the ordinary facts of science. 
I t is not noccssary lliat paid I fedia , o r even recognised Media should be hunted up , 
their minds annoyed and worried, and their psychological power proportionately de-
ranged and biassed, in order that sceptics may experiment for the purpose of curing 
themselves o f their spiritual blindness. Media exist in every placo where there aro 
men and women. Let the sceptic avoid all persons who aro likely to deocive him ; let 
him be sincerely desirous not merely to disprove a hypothesis OP expose an assumed 
fraud, but to obtain a knowledge of tho simpfe truth j let him iti this state o f mind 
collect his friends, his children, or his oequaintanocs ; and with them sitting round a 
tabic let liim ask spirits to commnnicato by means of raps. Should failure be tho re-
sult In tho first ii>stance, let him try the experiment half a dozen of times i and we have 
n o fear for tho result. H e will become a spiritualistas certainly as a man who perforins 
any of the experiments related by Faraday will become a believer in the truth of 
Faraday's statements. T he facts of spiritualism are acccsslblo and can be observed by 
esrery person who chooses to seek them in the right way, and eonscquently the criteria 
o f miracles are not applicable to them. W o do not care whether the facts o f science 
were denied, or otherwise, when they were first discovered, nor does it signify whether 
they were sufliciently examined at the time when, and in the place where they were dis-
covered. W e h a v e a f a r more reliable s o u r c e o f i n f o m a t i o n than anv outside testimony 
can furnish, namely the testimony of our own senses. W e can perlorm the experiments 
ourselves, and thus be satisfied in our own minds. Thetestimony of our senses raay|not 
be satisfactory to others, but it is eminently satisfactory to ourselves. A n d this is tha 
sort of evidence to whicli spiritualism appeals, and which every oce, who will, may 
have. 

I t is amusing to observe the way in which the " Saturday Reviewer " writes him-
self into a fog- Thus the floating of a man's b o d y through the air is classed b y him 
along with such violations of the laws of nature as would be miraculous. Th e fact 
that Mr . H o m e was floated through the air is not miraculous, because the bodies o f 
men have often been floated through air. Aiialagous phenomena, that is the move-
ment o f ponderable bodies by invisible forces, hare often occurred. A magnet sus-
pends an3 attracts various bodies. W e do not infer that this attraction is miraculous 
because we cannot fee the force that causes it. W e infer the existence of the force 
f r om tho phenomena which the force produces. There is no other ground for a belief 
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ill the existence o f a msgnotio force tlian this. B y parity of reasoning 
we iiifef tlio esistcncc o f a spiritual forea c.ipabia of raising Mr . Horn® 
into the air, solely from tho fact that Mr. Homo was so raised, Th e whole question 
therefore rcsoUes itself into a simple quustioii of fact. W a s he raised into tlio air ? 
:Did he float tiireugh it ? Here testiinouj has to bo carefully woighe 1. W e cannot 
eeo him in the aot of floating but we can each see analagous phenomena j we oan 
test (he thing io other ways ; we m n sss bsdie j msT^si without eont.iet; wa uan see 
chairs tipped and raised into the air, and yet be unable to beliold with the eye the 
cause o f the phenomena. The foroe or power that could raise a eliair could possibly 
raise u man, and when we have scon the one plienomeaon ouc minds are prepared to 
rcceive testimony respecting the other. 

W e demur altogether to tlie assertion of tlio " R a v l e w o r " thi t a small amount o f 
testimony would bo sufBeient to giurantea an ordinary event, as for example, that it 
rained at Windsor in England, on a certain day : while a very much larger amount o f 
more uncieeplionable testimony would be nceossary to guarantee an extraordinavy 
cveot, as for instance that the constellation Orion w w visible at the before mentioned 
plnee, for a whole liour at midday on the 30th of i i l j rch last. Tl is " Reviewer " has 
obrloualy borrowed this notion, fcom Hume, or from those who think with H u m e on 
the subject of miracles. In common with all writers of tho sceptical class ho socks to 
confound two things essentially distinct, that is, the really miraculous, and events not 
previously observed, ITnless the appearance of Orian at Windsor at midday can bo 
shown to be contrary to the cstablifhed course and constitution of nature, no greater 
amount of testimony would be required to guarantee it than wuold be required to 
giiarant-ce the fail o f a shower of rain. I f it is a physical impossibility that the c o n -
stellation should be seen at midday, then no amount of mere testimony as to the fact 
would be receivable. N o r woidd the supposition that a iniracle had been wrought 
alter the ease. A miracle in sueh a case would be altogether different to a miracle in 
other supposeable eases—as for instiince where the credentials of areligiousambassador 
had to be attested. The appearance of the constellation at midday, in violation o f 
the laws of nature, would bo an objectless miracle, fniiiless of all good results. A s 
none but the Author of Nature could work saeh a miniele, and as wo can not sup-
pose thnt tlie Aulhoi- of Nature would work a miracle unless some important object 
were to be accomplished by it, and as in the case supposed no important object could bo 
attained by the working of it , so it is questionable whether any amount o f testimony 
would be suflicient to guarantee the fact of tlie appearance of Orion at the place and 
time mentioned. 

B u t spiritual phenomena are essentially distinct from the cases supposed b y the 
" Reviewer," I t devolves upon him to show, that tliese phenomena aro contrary to 
the course and constitntiau of nature. W o admit they may differ from the phenomena 
he has had an opportunity of observing, but that is a totally different matter to the 
course and constitution of Nature. W e refuse to accept his very limited experience, 
as a measure o f the possibilities of Nature. 

Finally wo refuse ts accept him even as a witness either for or against spivifualism. 
His article betrays the style of his mind. T he whole tenor of it shows that his in-
tellect is warped by strong prejudice. The testimony of a writer capable of sneU 
special pleading, and who evinces so mueh of what is commonly called legal subtlety, 
is utterly insufficient to cither guarantee or gainsay any extraordinary fact. I f we 
are to decide either in favour of spiritualism or against it, we must have testimony of 
a fiir more conclusive fact than that furnished in the "spccial pleadings" ot ourcr i t io 

P H 7 S IC.V I. ^^ A I P F . S T A T I O N S . 
In the « r « t v o l u m e of the " Jloraia o f P t M r e s s , " there is an mtoi-cstinjrnarrnUvc of facts w i t -

nessed by Charles Holt w h o writes to llie ed i i o r o t tlie hefoi-e-mentioned journal f rom f luno ie 
De lawaw county Indiana, under date Jsniiar)- 11,18G1. 

l l i s s ta tomcnt is as follows :—I.a8t Monday evening, after a rail-car rWe of f ifty miles from Indian-
polls, I fonnd myself safely ensconced in the pleasant home of m y kind frienJ, John .Mathews, in 
jkuncle , Indiana. I was soon informed by the fainilj- that through the modiumship o f a 6ister-ln-la\» 
of Mr. Slalhcws.niani fesUUons o f a i-cmarkalile character were often produced, and for my gratitl-
cal ion arrangements were soon maile f o r an exhibit ion. A common, unirretending dining tahlo. 
after having bepn exaniineil by myself to ascertain the fact that no machinery was attached t i It. 
was covered with a bed quilt so tfiat the edges reachul to the floor. T h e medlnin seated herself at 
ene end of the table with lier arms folded upon her breast. A t the opposite end o f the tabic f rom 
the medium, was placed an aliihabetical di.ll, similar to tho one invented by Professor Hare. A 
small hole made in the qui l l near the dial served as an aperture through wlilch tlio string, attached 
t o the dial, about twelve inches long, was thrust. All things being ready, a loud lap was presenlly 
heard upon the table, amiouneing the presence o f Uie spirit, i l ; name having: been mentioned to 
the spirit, the hand upon tbc dial b e ^ u to move, and spelled out a -n-ekome, together v i t h cheering 
^roids to go on m y mission. The spirit then signed himself * Sampson.* Again the r a p s c a m c upon 
t h e table, next , i l i a n d was presented Ibtongh the ijni 't . grasped mine, an<fshook it vigorously. ! 
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t l i c n , a t  t h e  s u Kc s l i o n o f  M l . Mt i t h o ws , h c i a  a  t i n  c u i i ,  h a l f  Hl k d ' v i t h  c o l d  » » t e r . undc i -  t l i c  
<| i i i l t ; i t  t a k e n  f r o m m y  h a n d  b y  a n o t h e r  h a n d , a n d  s h a k e n  v i o l e i n l y . I  t h e n  c l a s p e d  t h e  i n v i s i -
b l e  l i a n d  ( i n v i s i b l e  b c c a i i e c x i i i d e r  t l i e  t a b l e , ) f c l t  t h e  f i n g e r s , ' a n d  e v e n  t h e  t i n g e i  n a i l s , '  t l i e  l i Mi U 
f e e l i n g  o o l d  b u t  a s  l a r g e  a s  a  m a n ' s  h a n d . W e  n e x t  i )l a c e d  a s n i n l l  t i n  p a n  u n d e r  t h e  t a b i c  a n d  t h e  
' r e v e i l h : '  p l a y e d  u p o n  i t .  I  n e x t  a s k e d  f o r  a  p i - e s c r i p t i on  f u r  a  c o l d , wi t h  w i n c h  f  w a s  s u n e i i i i g  
t h e  d i a l  t i i e n  s p e l l e d  o u t  a  c o j n i n u n i e a t i o n , d e s i r i n g  i n e  t o  t o  r e c l i n e  u p o n  t h e  n o o r p v h e n  t h e  s p u n  
w u l c t  n i b  m y  b r e a s t ; I  a o e o i d i i i g l j -  l a y  d o w n  n e a r  t h e  t a b l e , w h e n  a  h a n d  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t l i r o u g U 
t l i e  q u i l t ,  a n d  m y  b r e a s t  r u b b e d  t o r  Sv e  m i n u t e s  wi t h  v i g o r . A g o o d  n i g h t  w a s  n o w r a p p e d  o u l i u i d  
w e  a d j o n i ' n c l - " 

" ' i ' l i c  f o l l o wi n g  e v e n i n g , \ f l e t  a  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  e v e n i n g ' s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . a  c o i n m u n i -
c n t i o n  w a s  s p e l l e d  t h v o n g h  t h e  d i a l ,  f r o m t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r a v  i not bei - ,  w h o  l e f t  m e  t o r  l i ur  s p u l t  h o m e  
wh i l e  l ; w a s  y e t  a n  i n f a n t ; S a m p s o n  p n i p o r t i n g  t o  m o v e l h e  d i a l  f o r  h e r , U u t  o n  We d n e s d a y  e v e n -
i n g , a n i o i e  wo n d c i t u l  e v e n t  t h a n  e v e r  t r a n s p i r e d . I  h a d  w. i t t e n  a  l e t t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  t o  m y  s i n r i t  
m o t h e r , a t  t h e  s n ^ s t l o i i  o f  Mr . Ma S h c w s , ai- .d  i n  t h e  e v e n i i i g a t  o «t  k i t t i n g  1 r a i s e d  Ui e  ( | Ui l t g e n i l y  
a n d  h e l d  m y  l e t t e r  u n d e r  t h e  Ul i l e . J t  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m m y  h a n d  a n d  a f t e r  a  s l i g h t  r n s t Ui i g , a<  t l i o i i gj i  
t h e  p a p e r  w a s  b e i n g  f o l dc <l . >11 w a s  s i l e n t .  T h e  q u i l t  w a 4 t h e n  t a k e n  f r o m t h e  t a b l e  b y  l i r .  
Ma l h c w s , t h e  r o o m s e a i - c l wd , t h e  t a b l e  e x a m i n e d , t h e  l l oor  e x a m i n e d , I h u  m e d i u m s e a r c h e d , b u t  n o  
l e t t e r  w a s  t o  b e  f o u n d  ! lint molerial. that Umjiblepaper, wh i i l i  t l i r e c  i n i u u t e s  b e f o r e  I  h a d  p l a c e d  
' Vi t h  m y  o w n  h a n d  u i i d e r n e a t b  t h e  t a b i c , w a s  g o n e ! h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d  I  « h e r d  l e t  s o m e  b e t t e r  
p h i l o s o p h e r  t h a n  l a m d e c l a r e . I ..^t l c r » a r e  o f t e n , I  a n . i n f o i m e d , a i i M. c r c d  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i a l ,  t h a t  
a r c  t a k c n i n  t h i s  m a n n e r ; a t o n e  t i m e  a  p u r s e  i v a s  t i k e n  b y  t l i e  s p i r i t  a i d  i - et ur i iei l  s a f e  a n d , s o u n d  
a t  t h e  cs | >i l - at i on  o f  t e n  d a y s . O n  l a s t  e \ e n i n g  a n  a e e o r d e u i i  i va s  p l a v e d , a n d  a  n o i a O r e s e m b l i n g  I l i a  
l o u d  e l a p i i i n g  o f  h a n d s  w a s  h e a r d  f r o m b e n e a t h  t l i e  t a b l e . 'Vl i e  t a b l e  w a s  a l s o  f a s t e n e d  b ; t h e  
s p i r i t  t o  t h e  f l o o r  s o  l i g h t l y  t h a t  a l l  t h . s t i e n g l l i  I  c o n l d  c o m m a n d  c o u l d  n o t  l i f t  i t ; o t h e r s  t i l e d  i t  
Mi t h  n o  b e t t e r  s u e c c s s  ; i n  a  f e w m i n u t e s  i t  coxi t d  h a v e  b e e n  l i f t e d  b y  ;v  c h i l d  f o u r  v e a r s o l d . " 

" ' t h e  m e d i u m i s  a  q u i e t ,  u n a - s u m i n g  l a d y  o f  p c r h a n s  t we n t y - t wo  j e a r a : h e r  n . u n e  U Lx i n e =s y  
J o r d a n . 1 c a n n o t  b u t  f e e l  t h a t  n o t wi i l i s t a n d i n g  •• V f i a t e v e r  i s ,  i s  l i g h t , " i t  i s  w r o n g  t o  h i d e  b o  
b r i g h t  a  l i g h t  b e n e a t h  a  b u s h e l . I  h a v e  wi t i i e ^ e d  t h e  a b o v e  m a n i f o »t a l i o n s  i i i  b r o a d  e u n l i g h t  a n d  
b\  l a m p l i g h t , h u t  n e v e r  i n  l i  e  d a r k . " 

• • T h e  s p i r i t  e o n t r o l l i n g  t h e s e  m a n i f e s t a l i o n s  p e r s i s t s  i n  c a l l i n g  h i m s e l f  " S a m p s o n , " w h o  c a r r i e d  
a w a y  t h e  g a t e s  o f  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s . Wh a t e v e r  h i i i i i a m e . t h e  j n a n i f o s t a t i o n s  a r e  t h e r e , " l  a c u  a t o  
s t u b b o r n  t h i n g s . " Let i n i e s t s  a n d  b i g o t s  k e e p  s t i l l  a  s h a r p  l o o k  o u t  f r o m t l i e  wa t c h - t o n e r s  o l  t l ieii-
Zi o n . f o r S p i i i t u a l i s m i s  n o t  d e a d  >- cl ,  a n d  i t  a n i a n  d i e s  h e  s h a l l  Uv e  a g . i i n , a n d  m a y  b l e s s  t h e  
wo r l d  s t i l l  wi t h  h i s  p i - es enee  a n d  (l i s  wl i i s p e r i n g s  o f  l o v e . " 

I t o b c r t  Ow e n , t h e  e e l c b r a t e d  So c i a l i s t  l e a d e r  wr o t e  f r o m S c v c n o a k s , Ke n t , Kn g l a n d , u n d e r  d a l e , 
A)n - i l z 3 r d , 1 8 5 3 t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  " Yo r k s h i r e  Sp i r i t u a l  Tc l c g r a i i h  " a s  f o l l o ws :— 

" A Mr . H o m o , a  y o u n g  S c o t s m a n , w h o  w c n t t o  Am e r i c a  t o  p u r s xt o  h i s  s t u d i e s  a s  a  m e d i c a l  s t u -
d e n t , f o u r  o r  l i ve  y e a r s  a g o , b e c a m e  a  mc < l i u m, a n d  s o o n  b e c a m e  a  v e r y  s u p e r i o r  o n e . H e  L a d  e n -
g a g e d  t o  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  f l a y d o n ' s  a n d  .Mi s s  J a y . H e  t o o k  h i s  p a s s a g e  a n d  c o m e , b u t  t h o  o t h e r s , 
f o r  s o m e  c a u s e , p o s t p o n e d  t h e i r  v o y a g e . I  h a d  h e a r d  o n  m y  a r r i v a l  i n  Lo n d o n  f r o m f r i e n d s  o n  w h o m 
1 e o n l d  d e p e n d , o f  t h e  r x t r a o n l i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  b y  Mr . Ho m e ' s  n i e d i u n i s h i p . l l a Mn g  m a d e  
a n - a n g e mc n t s  t o  v i s i t  S i r .  H o m e , 1 l o n n d  l i i m a n d  t wo  f i i e n d s  o f  m i n e  wa i t i n g  m y  a r r i v a l .  O n  b e i n g  
s e a l e d  r o u n d  a  r e g u l a r  f u  I  s i z e d  c a r d  t a b l e , t h e r e  we r e  r a p s  i u n n c d l a t e l y , a n d  b e c a u i e  I  d o  n o t  h e a r  
v e r y  we l l ,  t h e  r a p s  we r e  i nc i - e a ,e d  u n t i l  t h e y  Sc e a n i o  v e r y  l o u d , b u t  1 h e a r d  t h e  f i r s t  r a p s  v e r y  d i s -
t i n c t l y . J I a r y  s p i r i u  we r e  p r e s e n t , s o m e  i vl t t t i vc s  o f  m y  f r i e n d s , a n d  ot l iei- s  m y  o w n  r e l a l i o a s . 
M y  wi f e  a n d  d a u g h t e r s , m y  6o n  a n d  b r o t h e r , a n d  a l s o  i n v  f a t h e r  a n d  u :o l h c r  p i u j .o i t c d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  
Mi t h  a l l  o f  w l i oi n  I  h a v e h a d  f r e q u e n t l y  d e l i g h t f u l  i n t e r c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  Ui l l c i - ent  m e d i u m s . M y  t wo  
f i i e n d s  p r e s e n t  a r e  h u s b a n d  a n d  wi f e , a n d  t h o  f i r s t  n e w o c c u i r e i i e e  w a s . s e e i n g  t h e  l a d y ' s  s i l k  a p r o n  
u n t i e d  b y  i n v i s i b l e  m e a n s , a  s o m e w h a t  c o mp l i c a l e < l  o p e r a t i o n , a n d  t a k e n  f r o m h e r  a n d  g i v e n  t o  Mr . 
H o m e  o p i i o s i t e  t o  h e r . I t  w a s  t h e n  c o n v e j c d  b a c k w a r d  a n d  f o r wa r d  f r o m o n e  t o  a n o t h e r  a i x l  i t  
e  ;o n  e a m c  t o  m e . I  h e l d  i t  wi t h  m u c h  f o r c e , b u t  i t  w a s  d r a w n  f r o m m e  v  i t h  g r e a Ur  f o r c e , / o r  I  w a s  
a f r a i d  d a m a g e  w o u l d  b e  d o n e  t o  i t .  K e a t  a  f l o we r  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m t l i o  t a b l e . c o n v e y e d  a w a y  b y  i n -
Ni s i b l e  m e a n s , a n d  b r o u g h t  t o  m e . M v  h a n d k e r c h i e f  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m m y  h a n d s , a n d  i n  a n  i n s t a n t  
t h r o wn  f r o m t h e  o p i i o s i t e  s i d e o f  t h e  t a b l e , n o t  a s i t w j s t a k e n  b u t  m a d e  i n t o  a  l a r g e  h a t  w h i c h  I  
n l  0 h a v e  a s  a  c u r i o s i t y . T h e n  t h e  s p i r i t s  c a m e  a n d  t o u c h e d  e a c h  o f  Uf , I  w a s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o u c h e d  
o n  o n e  k n e e , t i i c n o n  t h e  o t h e r , a n d  a f t e r wa n l s  o n  b o t h  a t  o n c e ; a n d  t h e n  o n e  o f  t h e m s h o o k  h a n d s  
w i t h  m e , a n d  I  m o s t  d i s t i n c t l y  f e l t  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f  t h e  h a n d  s e p a r a t c l v . A n  a c c o t d c o n  w a s  t h e n  p i a f f e d  
u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e , a m i  s o o n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a v e d  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l l y  s e v e r a l  
t u n e s  a n d  p i e c e s  o f  m u s i c . 1 a s k e d  f o r  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o u r i t e  Sc o t c h  t u n e s  a n d  i t  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  
p l a y e d , I h e  i n s t r n r a e n t  w a s  t h e n  r a i s e d  b y  i n v i s i b l e  p o we r , a n d  g i v e n  f i i - s t  t o  o n e , t h e n  t o  a n o t h e r ; 
. t  w a s  t h u s  b r o u g h t  t o  m e . T h e  t a b l e  w a s  t h e n  l i f t e d  fi - om t h e  f i o o r ; a t  f i r s t  a b o u t  a  f o o t  a n d  i u i m c -
d i a t c l y  a f t e r wa r d s  a b o u t  t h r e e  f e e t . " 

T) i e  q u e s t i o n  wl i i e h  n a t u r a l l y  e m e r g e s  f r o m t h e  p e r u s a l  o f  t h i s  c u r i o u s  s t a t e m e n t  i s ,  c o u l d  
E v b e i  t  O w e n  h a v e  b e e n  d e c e i v e d  3 Wa s  h e  t h e  v i c t i m o f  a  c o n c e r t e d  j u g g l e r y  a n d  f i a u d  1 T h e  h y -
J i o t h e s i s  w h i c h  a n  a f f l r r a a l i ve  a n s we r  w o u l d  i m p l y  i s  b e s e t  wi t h  i n s u p e r a b l e  d i l f i c u l t i e s , i l e  h e a r d  
t h e  r aps -  He r c c e i v e d  c o m n i u n i e a t i o n s  p n r p o r t i n g  t o  c o m e  f r o m h i s  r e l a t i v e s . H e  s a w a  l a d y ' * 
a p i o n  u n t i e d  b y  i n\  i s i b l e  m e a n s , a n d  t a k e n  f r o m t h e  i r e a r e r  a n d  g i v e n  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n . T h i s a i n o n  
w a s  c o n v e y e d  i r o m o n e  t o a n o t l i e r .  a n d  l a s t l y  t o h i m s c l f .  Ho l d i n g  i t  wi t h  s o m e  d e g r e e  o f  f o i c e  i t  
w a s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  d r a w n  o u t  o f  h i s  h a n d . A f l o we r  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m I h e  t a b l e  a n d  c o n v e y e d  b y  i n -
v i s i b l e  m e a n s  t o  h i m . H i s  h a n d k e r c h i e f  vva s  t a k e n  f r o m h i s  h a n d s , a n d  i n  a n  i n s t a n t  n f t e r u a r d s  
t h r o wn  f r o m t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  t a b l e , m a d e  u p  i n t o  t h o  f o r m o f  i  l a i ^ e  h a t .  Wh a t  p u r | K) i i e d  
t o  b o  s n i i i t s  t o u c h e d  h i m . f i r s t  o n  o n e  k n e e , t h e n  o n  t h e  o t h e r , a n d  f i n a l l y  o n  b o t h  a t  o n c e . T h e n  
a o m o t h i n g  a l s o  p u r p o r t i n g  t o  b e  a  s p i r i t  s h o o k  h a n d s  wi t h  h i m i n  s o  v e r y  d i s t i n c t  a  w a y  t h a t  h e  w a s  
e n a b l e d  t o  c o o s e i o u s l y ;d i 5 l i n ? u i s h  t h e  s e p a r a t e  f i n g e r s  o f  t h e  h a n d . A n  a c c o i  d e o a  w a s  p l a y e d  o n  
m o s t  b e a u t i f u l l y  b y  a n  i n v i s i b l e  v i s i t o r , a n d  wa s  t He n  c a r r i e d  f r o m o n e  p e r s o n  t o  a n o t h e r  u n t i l  i t  
w a e h e d  0 « e n  h i m s e l f .  I ' m a l l y  t h e  t a b l e  wa s  l i f t e d  f r o m t h e  f l o o r  a n d  r o . e  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h r e e  
f e e t  a b o v e  i t .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  d i r e c t  v i s i o n  c o u l d  a n y  p h e n o m e n a  f u r n i s h  m o r e  c o n c l u s i v e  e v i . 
d e u c e  a s  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n  i n v i «i b l e  a g e n t . I t  i s  q u i t e  u s e l e s s  t o  a s s u r e  u s  t h a t  i n  
r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  t h e s e  a l l e g e d  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  O w e n  w a s  d e c e i v e d . W e  r e q u i r e  p t o c f  t h a t  h e  w a s  d e -
c e i v e d . We  wi l l  n o t  t a k e  t h e  i p s e  d i x i t  o f  p r e j u d i c e  a n d  i g n o i n n e e  o n t h e s u b j e c t ,  b u t  d e m a n d  p r o o f . 
H o w c o u l d  h e  b e  d e c e i v e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s u c h  s i m p l e  i n a t t c r t  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  1 O h , J 1 r .  H o m e  i s  a  
c o n j u r o r ! We l l ,  w e  w a n t  p r o o f  o f  t h a t  f a c t  b e f o r e  w e  c a n  a d m i t  i t .  Le t  t h a t  p r o o f  b e  p i - o du c e d . As -
s u m i n g  t h a t  h e  i s  p r a c t i s e d  i n s l e i e h t o f  h a n d , h o w d i d  h e  i t i i s e  t h e  t a b l e  t h r e o  f e e t  f r o m t h e  f l o o r ! 
Wl i y d n e s  h e  n o t  l a k e  m o n e y  f o r  h i s c o n j u r i n g  ?  W h y  s h o u l d  h e  b e  e x e m p t  f r o m t h o s e  s t i m u l a t i n g  
i n f i u e n c e s wh i c h  o r d i n a r i l y  o p e r a t e  u p o n  h u m a n  n a t u r e  ?  W h y  s h o u l d  h e  e o n s e c t a l c  h i s  l i f e  t o  I h e  
s p r e a d  o f  a wo r l h i e s s  i m p o s t u r e ?  P s h a  I  T h e  a r g u m e n t s  a n d  o b j e c t i o n s  o l  t h e  s e e p  l i e  a i c  r i d i c u -
o u s l y  c h i l d i s h , a n d  u t i e r r y  u n f i t  t o  ^s a t i s f y  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  m i n d , 
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' be ing rapped u p o n t h e p i ano case ac 
nbout a q u a r t e r pas t t e n . 
on of ever^ one p resen t . K o t a s i n g l e 
w a s c o m m i t t e d . 
i n d e r d a u J u l y 27 th 18C9 to M r . B r i t U n t h e 

Sor t of p l ienomena wh ich he wi tnessed 
e ee lebra tcd D a v e n p o i t boys . ! l « 

F i n a l l y 
leeording 

s r e q u e s t 
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"I WIS liamlea two eonU, and requested to tie tho boysin ciny manner I deemed iiiort efTeeliial 

aĝ iinst iin|>u»itiun, I first ti«<l theit liuiiUs bel i i nU t l i c i u willi t1ie centres uf the eords, siiU then to 
the back of the chair, patseJ llio two cniU b a c k and under thcse:itoC tlio chair, and » i l l i each end 
ot the cord strongly laslicd cacli ankle to the front part of the chair, and tied it in various knot?. 
It will be seen that this posiUon afTorded no 0|>i>ortunioy of bending forwai-d, or of icaehin? the 
ends of the conls. The boys being tims most oirectiully securcit, Iho ri)oin was darkened, John 
Kins Wi i o purports to be the condueiing: spirit tlien ininiii-ed of me if 1 wiis satisHed ^̂ •illl the man-
ner in which I hail tied the boys and I replied that I w;is. 

Aft«r many Mitticisins had jasscd batweea him and various incmbers ot the circle, the demonstra-
tions commcnced. A guitar, banjo, and tambourine wore carried gi-eat rapidity about the room 
striking first the ceiling overhead and then the ftoor, aUnot siinidtaiieouily, and each played 
upon at the same time with great violence, and as it appeared to ine tar more than tlie instruments 
eould have endured from mundane hands. A beil was thrown on the floor by ray (cet and I was 
reiiucsted to pick it up. In doing so before 1 raised ii six inches from the floor, the horn was put 
uoon it witli a quickness and accuracy whicli very much astonislied mo. 

1'helightswere thencalled for; Ithen examined Iheboyf, and they were tied as I kave dcii 
eribed. After airing the room for a few moments, it was airain darkened, and a i'ei>etition ot the 
same pei-torraancc was fiven u«, but still more violentlv. 1 then requested to untie tlio ropes, and, 
in one tenth paitof the timein which it wouldhavo been possible for me lo have untied them, 
thev were removed and tied into a knot, one tlirown at me and anotber at a Ijdy wlio sit near me, 

a'hespiritthenrequestedaUtoleavellierooniexeeptingtlieboysaid niysclt. as lie wished to 
give me a test. This request was complied with. I tiicn examin.d every thing in the room to satisfy 
myself that there wat no oilier person |)tescnt,or any clianeo tor collusion, I then searched the bov 
upon mv right and the otiicr upon my left leaning towanl me. I uut my feet upon theirs, and 
my liaailsupon their headsandrcquested them totakcholdofmyarmswitliboth of their hands 
It will be seen that while they remained in this position I had ample means for detecting anv, 
movement ill their hands and feet. The guitar was played U|>on so that it was heard by the circle, 
rvhich liad retired; the horn was carried about and struck one of the boys on the liead quite 
violently, and was then placed under my chair. 'Xhc circle was then calkd in, I i-eiHirted the 
result, and the spirit inquired "Djctor wei-e you ever accused of lying J" To which 
1 replied I believe not by any gentleman. The S|)irit then said well, do not tell of this, tor if you 
do, you will be. 

" The room was again darkened, and all the demonstrations were repeated in a still more violent 
manner. I and many others in the circle were repeatedly struck by a hand, and the band was taken 
held of by me an<l another, while the boys were tied, 

" In these demonstrations T am satisfied beyond the shadw- of a doubt that there was no deception, 
and that they could not have been made by any other means than that which is claimed. Wliatevcr 
deception thy may have hitherto practised ifanv, they have my fnllcst confidence in Ibis case that 
they ate not obnoxious to the charge of any unfairness. 1 make this statement in justice to them 
ami as an arlditioital testimony to the public of the reality of the pliysical demonstrations : and as I 
hak-c no pr«d<i<li<-es either pro or con to gratify. ! trust it will have its duo weight. 

In this case iipi)aront!y I)r. liatcli adopted every reasonable precaution against deception. Of 
course, boys could untie fcnots in ropes, prô ided sufficient lime were allowed them tor tlie perfor-
mance ot the operation. Tlieie can be no doubt on that point- They could also slip their hands 
and feet into the coils of a knotted rope, provided the said coils were large enough atid the hov-s were 
allowed to operate unchccKcd l>v the obseivaiit eyes of the lookers on. All this must bo admitted 
I'lic admission however docs not in any wa; meet the diOlculties of the ease. The hands of the bOM 
were tied behind their backs; tlieir ankles were securelv lashed to the frunt posts of the cliairon which 
they sat; there was no person visible in the room wKo could render thcin any assistance ; the only 
persons in the room besides themselves were tbe members of tlie circle, and these were sitdnr 
around the table. It is dilhcult to conceive of any mode in w hich a number ot persons so situated 
and so cautious, and who w ere on the watch tor a trick, and most eager to discover one, could be im-
posed on. It is imiiossible lo believe th t the media could carry the tambourine, guitar, and banjo 
round the room ; play upon them ; strike them against the ceiling : and then, as soon as lights were 
struck, get into their fastenings, and appear to tlie company as if they had not been out of them 
The supposition ot trick, in this case is manifestly absurd. Still more absurd is it to suppose that 
these hoys could have practised an imposition during the repetition of the oerformance, when thcm-
telvcs and Ur, Hatch w ere the only persons present in the room, and wlien they weie so placed that 
anv movement on their part could and would be ccrttinly delectable, in fact, thev could not move 
their feet, their hands, nor their heads, without exposing themselves to detection : and yet their 
stillness did not in any wise afl'cet the performance. The giutar was played on, and the horn was 
carried about as before. These effects could not have been produced voluntarily by the boys and 
hence must have resulted cither from spiritual agency or fr m collusion with mortal assistants. The 
adoption of the latter alternative presupposes, and implies many )iuge improbabilities; as that the 
assistants had access to the room by scerct entraneca, and were so adroit in their niovemenis tliat 
they could carry the horn about the apartment without exposing their piescncc by the sounds of their 
footsteps, or in any other way, and so rapid in all their motions as to retire at the riglit time without 
being seen. Kurtlicrniorc the doors of the sccret entrances must have all been prepared tor carrying 
out tlie imposture, bccause if they had ereakcd, or pro<iuccd the slightest sound in opcninz or in 
in shutting the cii cum stance would have aroused suspicion, and led to the detection ot the imnos-
ture. A host of minor difllcullies al o beset this hypothesis. What motive eouhl the persons whose 
ho.iesty is thus impeached liave had for attempting to practise a worthless imposition i They avoiv.d 
themselves sincere believers in the fact of spiritual agency, and the phenomena which occuired ia 
their presence seemingly justified tlieir faith, Dr, ilatch, the chici witness in the case, says tliat a 
bell was thrown on the Hoorclose to'his feet, and ho was requested to pick it up- Sn doin? 
so, before be had raised it six inches from the noor, the bom was put uponic with aquickncss and 
accuracy which very much astonished him. If the horo was put upon the boll by a mortal hand 
the owner of thitliand must have been closc to Dr. Hatch at tbat moment and that, too without 
risk of discovery. How could such a thing fake place? Would not anv person apprehensive of a 
trick have delected the presence ot a mortal agent ? Why the very lootUcps, nay the very breatli, 
ing of the deceiver, would have betra>'cd his presence in the room. Besides, no man, however adroit 
and skilftil could cajry a hoi-n, guiUir, and baiyo rapidly around a rcom, play upon lliem, andstiike 
them against the floor and ceiling alternately and almost simuluineously wi tWt going tliroujh an 
aniountofbodilyexettion which would certainly reveal itself to the cars of espec&int Usfeiierp. 
Those who would persuade us that tlie phenomena observed by Dr. Hatch were tbe producu of con-
certed imposture would fain give us as mental aliment busks instead of wholesome grain. But as 
spiritualists we cannot allow mcir shaUow sophistry to ou our uoderitandlnsrs. 
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SPIEITUALISJI IN AUSTKALIA. 

In thomonlliof January, 1863. a circlo was tDi-iucU at the writei's house in Wolloiigoiiff. Itupi were soon heard, and ilic tal>lo was luovcii at our request, but the only coniioumcstion wc got KM Ha! Ila! \Vc asked the Rapper if he wad l.niyluiig at us. to which question the table responded by tippmjr an.l jumping about in a mo«t estraordinary maimci- lor fulty a quarter of a mmuie. In fact it was imi o sible for an ivisiblc intelligent ajcnt to have conveye<l to our minds, by tbo means then in use btlwceiius, a moie i)erfect idea of the fact that he was laujhi:igat us. 'tlus laughter was not without meaning, and was perfectly uiidei-stood by the writer, inasmueh as he had a short time previously, been doini something tliat w;  ̂ worthy of being laughed at. The coininunieation was, therefore, pirtinont and full of meaning to ourselves, although no other person then present knew anything about the matter, The spirit that thus laughed at us purported to be that of George Dunn. 
Atasubscoû n̂t rae.-t'nja spirit announced itself, but would only eoinmunicate his name which he said >va, i.cnkoi. Ue .aid that during his enrth-Ufc he had been an inhabiiant of the '̂ortll of Em-ope. We have been s'nje iufoimed that I.eukoz is a Ilniigarian name. 
Oil Silurd.%v, the lOtli of Januaiv, 18J3, a circle wjs foriKC<i at our houio in Wollongonj, The circle consisted of the writer and i raeilinm. Gsorge Dunn manifested himself, and told us that there were other spirits present beside himself. We requested that ioiuo of them sliould manifest thcinsclvci-, anil Hiev cuniplied with our icquest. A spirit purporting to be Gerfauld Zivian, spelled ont his name. Wc asked it to tip at tlie initial letter in the name of the country in which it lived during its life on the earth, and the table was lipped at H. We then cxhausUd our stock of remom-beml words beginning with H. hut some how or other omittwl to mention Holland. I'lnding tliat we got no I-C'piuse to any of the placcs named, wc had re;;our4e to the alphabet, and the spirit spelled out II..|lanil. Xeither of us had tliought of this word. This spirit spelled yes, yne, and told Ui that it had lie-;n an Inhabitant of spirit land for 251 years and one month. Anotlicr siiitittli'.'ii pre-sented Itseir, snd spelled out its name Patrick Tighe, and suited that lie had been an Inshman, TJiis spirit inored the tabic very vigorously, and in a most singular manner, but gave very fci* indications of intelli.'eiiee beyon<l those wc hive aii-eady recorded. 
.i spirit then spelled ont its name Henry Kain, .M.D.. formerly of England, :t stated that it hellcved in the Lord Jesus Christ; that tbeLoi-d Jesus Christ haj power to foi-giveslns ; .and had forgiven the sins which he, llemy Kiiln, had committed. It also avcired that Christ won Id forgive us our sins if we asked him to do so. We asked it to give u< a comniuiiicatvon, and it spelled out £xcel  ̂

sior aicri/r. We then asked it to address a coininunieation specially to the medium, and in reply it spelled out!>iTCs. This siilrit comniunleated by very distinct and peculia r laps. This was lather umai kahlc, as the spirits who had i)reviou-l)- eommunieated with ui had done so by moving tlie table and not bv rappings. All this iiidi< ales the presence of diffeient communicating ijtnlsand is ivreconeilc-able with any hyintbesis of purely mundane action. 
On the S5th of February acii-clc >vas formed ata house in Wollongong. The medium, two young glrli, the master of the house, and the writer formed the circle. George Dunn purported to be present. A lai  ̂ heavy table on castors, and which it was dimcult to move, was mined round a iittle, tipped into one gcntlcraaii'3 hands, and moved in \arious ways. The manifestations were al-most exclusively physical. Wc look hold of each other's hands, as a means of detecting whether any of ua pressed the table, conselou.lv or unconsciously, but. although the table continued to move as we requested it, we eoiitd not bv feeling detect the application of any foi-ee to it. We then stood up holding each ether's hands round the table .and asked tlie spirit to move the table without contact. Our request was complied with. The table rose on one or two of its claws, and leniaincd in a slant-ing position, that U, tilted up at a considerable angle, for more than a quarter of a minute, alter which it fell on the Hoor, Tlie siiiiit was then asked to bid us good nightin any way tliat it could through such a rude instrument as the table, and straightway the table was slid over to one, and tlien to another, and so on, tijiping at each person until it had thus bid good night to every one in the room cxcepttlie writer. As we had said many haish tilings about George Dunu, tlie tiiought struck us thai perhaps he mig)it be otTcadcd with us cn account thereof, and bence w-e asked liini if such was the case. He replied in the aflirmative. We then apologised, and asked if the apology was accepted. The reply was yes. The table was then slid over towards us and bade us good night as it bad done to the rest. If these phenomena do not prove the cxistencc and piesence of an intelligent agent we know not what stronger proof of the fact could be adduced, Hrst tlie table is moved while all our hands are resting oa it. Secondly, the table is moved while we hold each other's hands, and know that no one present is pressing the table, either consciously or unconsciously. Thirdly the table moves without contact in our presence, and whilst we hold each other's hands arouiirflt. Fourthly the spirit or force that moves the tabic singles out the pereon who had written about him disrespectfully, and refuses to bid that person good niglit. FIftlily the spirit aecepts an apol^y from that poison, and then bids hlmgoo<lnigbtin tlie usual way. All these phenomena indicate the action of an independent intelligence, and are wholly incxplicabre on any theory of mundane agency. To eav that these phenomena are attribut-ible to the automatic acUon of the brains of the medium and of thei-estof the persons present, and that we thns moved the table without knowinr that we did so, or that our senses were deceived leading us to behove that the table was moved when it wasstill.mayservc to insultour understandings, but will never convince them. We know that the events recorded occurred—whei-eas the objector is in a stale of profound ignorance. ' quence of not having had an opportuuity of observing them. ise-

KOTICE.—Tlie " Australian Spiritualist" will not ba sent to any person aft«r thi 
dat« ualess ordered. Payment may be remitted in postage stamps.. ' 

NEMO.—"The lawfulness of spLritintoroourso proved from both reason aud scrip, 
tuce " ia our neit. 
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