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S P I R I T U A L I S M A N D I T S C R I T I C S . 
I n the "Athenreum" for March, there is a spiteful review of Mr . Home'a Into work on 
the " Irc idents o f his life." Tlio writer evidently indited his critique under the inf lu-
ence of strong prejudice, snd was probably stimulated to proeeod with liis work by 
»omc mot i?c more powerful thfiu a siiieero lore of truth . T he Edi tor o f the 
" A t b e n s n m , " is a Mr. Hepworti> Dixon, who liappening to ho at Florence, during the 
time that Mr . H o m e was staying there, desired to be inti-odneed to tlie renowned spirit 
medium, but M r . Home , for reasons best known to himself, and doubtless of a most 
substantial character, declined the honor gf Mr. Dixon 's acquaintance. Sine® that time 
the " A f h e n t e u m " has looked upon the progress of Spiritualism with a jaundiced eye. 
Such is the story ourrent amongst tlic Spiritualists o f England, with respect to the 
secret eauso of that bias against Spiritualism displayed so conspicuously in the 
" A t h e n c e u m " on all fitting occasions, that is, whenever tho publioation of a new 
work on the subject furnishes the Editor with a peg on which to hang his lucubrations. 

The truth o r falsehood of this tale in no wise affects our estimate of the worth of 
the " Atbenseum's " critique. W e found our opinion exclusiTely on tl>e critique 
itself. W e hare carefully perused Mr . Home ' s book , and also the " At l iensum's " 
reriow o f it, and have no hesitation in saying that a more unfair, and more superficial 
notice of a most interesting book could scarcely have been concocted. Tlie writer is evi-
dently ignorant of the facts o f Spiritualiara, and steeped to the lips iji prejudice and 
spite. Henoc the tone of his critique. Th e article is valuable solely because it con-
tains extracts from Mr. Home ' s book, and furnishes Spiritualists witli a specimen o ( 
tho " weakness" that is arrayed against them. One pieco of valuable information con-
veyed by it is, that Dr. Wilkinson, Mr . J . G, Crawford, Mr. T . A . Trollope, Mr . J o h n 
Jones of Basinghall street, Mr . James Hutchinson of the Stock Exchange, Mr . Co x 
o f the Hotel in Jermyn-street, London, M r . Coleman, of Bayswater, Mr . and Mrs. 
Howitt , and Mrs. S. C. Hal l , are all Spiritualists. These personages, and tliousands 
o f otliers resident in all parts of tho world , have been eonvinced by personal investi-
gation of the truth of Spiritualism; and they hare had the courage to avow their 
belief in it in dcfianoe of tho shallow scribblers wlio cortdomii it. The avowal of c o n -
viction on such a subjcet, by such persons, furnishes presumptive evidence of the fact 
t o which that conviction relates. Judging from all that wo know of the lives and 
characters of these personages, wo are led to infer that they could neither be very 
readily imposed on by the cunning of a notable trickster, nor be induced by any motive 
to willingly endorse a falsehood. Th e critic, b y stating that these persons believe in 
Spirituausm, exposes his own weakness. l u short his article carries its own condem-
nation on the face of it. 

" There is not , " says the " Athensium," " a statoment in Mr . H o m e ' s book, so 
presented as to warrant a sensible man in paying attention to it. T he book contains its 
own criticism." This is precisely our opinion o f tho " Athenasum'a " critique. There 
is not a single argument advanced in it, ftoca first t o last, suflleient to warrant a sen-
sible man in payinjs any attention to it. There is notliing in it but a dreary attempt to 
be sardoric and humorous on a subject in respect to wliich humour is out of piace. 
The artielc is nothing moivs than a prolonged and contemptible sneer. This is by 
far the easiest way of opposing Spiritualism. I t saves the labour of thinking, and ia 
popular with the masses, and hence constitutes tho standard o f taste among ^ e beer* 
ioviiig penny a liners of the London Press. 

I f any Spiritualist should doubt the unfairness of the " A t h e n e u m " let him refcp 
to the extract detailing what purported to be a manifestation of the presence o f 
Hannah Brittan. The critic styles it a dip into Pandemonium, but omife giving all 
the associated circumstances, which, had they been given, would have shown the true 
purport o f the manifestation. T he object of tho manifesting spirit was to eoBvinee 
certain iiersons of kev identity, and certainly no scheme eould have been devised better 
adapted to effect that object than tho one she put into operation. Our critic, regai-ding 
tlie whole story with a jaundiced eye, sees nothing of this, or if ho does see it 
disingenuously conceals it. Such want of fealty to truth, such special pleading, ia a 
disgrace to tho literature o f tho ago. 

The " A t h e n s u m , " in common with tho rc#t o f the genus, labours under the delusion 
that the' belief of Spiritualists in the iacts o f Spiritualisia rests o a the ipse dixit o f M r , 
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Homo, ana the tfljtiinony of thoie \7lio are suppoasd to be deluded by hU trioks. Erary 
Spiritualist is aware that tli9 Tory re^̂ ns takes placj. Tliojo who b3li3i'o ia 3;)iritua-
lism do not pin thoir faitii imijlieitly and unrjAsoningly t<j tho stitamsnts of any man. 
Oonyiation is produced in tlioir miuda by the observance of fuels wliicH will not ad-
mil of explanation on any other hypothesis than the Spiritual ono. These factj are 
obsotTed in private eiroUs, and not unfrequsiitly in the family circle, where all thought 
of triok or of imposture would be out of tiia question. It was in this way that eon-
fiction was produced in our own niiudj. Startled on the one hand by the alleged 
wonders of Spiritualism, and disgusted on the other by tlie obvious unfairness of 
Beeptics, we appealed to nature, auJ the result has been a deep and undying conviction 
that Spiritoalistn is true, and not only true, bat of vast impgrtanca to the hu-
man race. In our search after truth wo found the physical conditions of msdiumship 
Tci'y plentifully disfributsd. Wo have no doubt that the twentieth or thirtieth part 
of the population of the globs are spirit media of ons sort or other. The meana 
therefore of testing Spiritualism are at hand in almost every family circle, and liciico 
all tliat is required to enable any twenty truth-loving persona to witness Spirittxal mani-
festations 18 a simple desire to evoke the phenomena. Should tlie first meeting prove 
abortivo, tlie second or third will doubtless be more saceessful. Hence Spiritualism 
does not depend upon the eihibitions of paid or public media, but admits of being 
tested privately, and by every man; and so, being founded in truth, and as much a 
part of the natural ortfer of things as the Globs itself, or the actions of human beings, 
it mast and will prevail in spite of tlie shallow scepticism of fools, and the fierce de-
nunciations of slanderers and bigots. ITifty years hence the Anti-spiritual diatribes of 
the "Athonieum," the "Saturday R«view," the " Spectator" and other cognate 
periodi,xil prints will possibly be raked up from the dust of oblivion as samples of 
iiuman folly, and as a warning to the eaddueoes of all future time against condemning 
that which they have neither the ability nor the wish to examine. 'Jliank heaven the 
puny efforts of prejudiced miuds can never arrest the progi-ess of Spintual Truth. 

In the " Emj îre," published in Sydney, January 27lh, 1863, there is an article on 
Spiritualism, which Jeaorves a passing notice. The conductors of the "Empire" 
have always treated the believers in Spiritualism with more fjirness than the conduc-
tors of many other Journals have done. Thoy have allowed Spiritualists to publish 
reports of cirele meetings in the columns of the " Empire," and have thus acted on 
the maxim of hearing both parties. Their own opinion is broadly insinuated in tlie 
following passage. 

"Whatever is to be gained by the profession of Spiritualism the object cannot be such 
as to attract men of any but mediocre abilities and unambitious views. It is hard to 
say whether pretenders or their dupes are the most numerous. But a slight examina» 
tion of the subject would convince most people that there are both. There are some 
who believe because it is convenient or pleasant-, or profitable to believe; and there are 
some who believe because they really think that there is some truth in Spiritualism, or 
because they cannot discredit the testimony of friends." 

"As to those who have any sincere faith in the truth of Spiritualism it may bo 
questioned whether they are able to distinguish between the real and the mythologi* 
cal." 

This is childish rant. Spiritualists may not be men of ambitious views, bot un-
questionably many of them are men of rank in tlie world of Utters. The critics 
of the "Empire" would look very email indeed if placed in contrast with 
Wm. and Mary Howit, Mrs. S. C. Hall, Robert Dale Owen, of Indiana, America, Dr. 
Gully, of Malvern, Mr. Robert Bell, Dr. Williamson and Dr. Ashbumer, of London, 
A. J. Davis, and Judge Edmonds, of New York, Dr. Robertson, of Kent, and scores 
of other distiDguished men and women who have tested Spiritual phenomena and are 
firm believers in their truth. The mere idea of a half-educated concoetor of political 
squibs and pasquinades asserting that the above mentioned persons are unable to 
distinguisli litwen the real and the mythological is simply absurdj and powerfully pro« 
Toeative of laughter. 

Equally ridiculous is the account given by the " Empire " of what ought to trans-
spire at a circle meeting. The writer says 

" But the truth or the falsehood of Spiritualism can be ascertained without trusting 
to those who maybe unable or unwilling to report the truth. The thing can be tried by 
experiment, and the experiment is so easily performed and so decisive that there is no 
need to trust anyone. Any two or three or more persons may try it, and judge for 
thcmsolvffl. They tale their seats round a taMe in a dim or darkly lighted room. 
Laying their bauds upon the table, and joining finger to finger, so as to form what is 
called a circle, they sit silent and solemn. After a few moments the table ougl.t to 
tip, or craek, or turn, or jump, or slide, as if some one were rapping upon it orjnoving 
j». The loand or the motion is the solo foundation of Spiritualism. If there b« 
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tieiilier «owid or motion t)icn tlierc is n o l h i n g — n o t h i n g unusual , nothing m a r r o l i o u i . 
H u t if lliere be eitlier, tlien tlio sound o r the inotion is attributed to the presence of 
spirits. Xlio unbelieving at tr ibute it f o f l ic presence of some one w h o knows h o w to d o 
it w i t h o u t being seen. A n y h o w , ho o r she wl io can manage so m u c h can mannge al l 
tlio r e s t ; can eithei- spcU o u t nonsense or tell lies w h i c h is alJ that has been done. 

E v e r y Spir i tual ist is aware that the preceding statement is not true. W o d o nob 
infer the presence of a spir i t because we hear raps made on tables, or because tables 
move , b u t we infer Spiritual A g e n c y because these raps and t i p p i n g s and movement s 
of ponderable bodies, symbol ise intelligence, and boeause they occur under c ircuio-
stances which prec lude all chance of imposture . F i n a l l y we advise t h e Scribe in t h e 
" E m p i r e " t o procure a l i u l c knowledge of his subject before h e n e i t tries his " p r e n -
tice h a nd " o n a loader. T o every ons acquainted w i t h the s u b j e c t i t is as clear as t h e 
n o o n liny sun, that lie is profoundly ignorant of t h e subjec t o n wl i ich )io undertakes 
to write . 

P I i r S l C A r . M A X I F E S T A T I O . V S . 

T i i d c r t i l ls l ioaainir w e i n t e n d to repr in t tli( 
I n l i o n i w h i c l i arc s a i d to l iovc o c c u r r c d in Ain 
i m d c r difTercnl c i r c u m s l a n c c s . W o d o tlii« i 
tnay h a v e the mean s of f o t m i n g a c o r i c c t < 
g e n e r a l l y aceess ib lo , a n d , h e n e c o u r m o t i v e f o 

(.•Ij- of sourccs . I h c folio 
s l u r e " S p i r i t u a l a ' c l c f i a p h , " T h e v 

•• Ha|>pcnine to | i a v a 
on several occas ions, m s 
could be done . A c c o r d 
b a d t h e table movi t i f - in 
otr the floor. & c . D i i n i 
knoivn to the part: 
t ion b y a c o o d lie: 
l l c w a . n t ^ t i n d u 
IMj inf f p a r t i c u l a r attenti 

m o s t i -cmarkablc a c c o u n t s of l l iose p h y s i c a l loani feB-
;rica, E.iglnnci, and c leewhore , at var ious l i m c f , and 
1 order t h a t persons res ident in N e w S o u t h W a l o s 
st i inate of s p i r i t u a l i s m . T h e s e a c c o u n t s are no t 
r e - p u b l i s l i i n y thcni . W e have c o l l e c t e d t h e m fri 

n g paper we y i i o t c from t l i o s e v e n t h n u m b e r of Iho Y o r k -
i v r i t o r w h o ^ives h i s in i t ia ls as J . Ci. s a y s : — 

1, w h o s e d a u g h t e r (fl y o u i i p married w o m a n ) h a s . 
}r a s a m e d i n m , i t w a s agi-eed u p o n to t r y w h a t 
f a t h e r , and the w r i t e r e a t d o w n , and v e r y s o o n 
n n e r l . y d r a g g i n g i t s e l f on t h e floor, j u m p i n g 
lie in q u i t e of a s k e p t i c a l c h a r a c t e r , w l i o be 

t to t h e house of i fi-
if.:stod consider.-iblc pov 
i g l y t h c y o n n f f v v o n i a i i , he: 
• pciwcrfiil and s i n g u l a r m 

J tlie t ime a v o u n g man co 
t h e y a s k e d h i m if t h e t a b l e inovei l , "or, i f i t did not , JI 

ty l a u g h , and a remark t h a t i t did move and so dirt al l ot l ie i t a b ! 
t o p u t his h a n d s on the table , and h a d n o sooner done s o t h a n 

to h i m , r u n n i n g t o w a r d s h i m , aiul h o l d i n g h i m fast in h. 
o a person d e t e n n i u e d n ot to bel ieve, w h e n t h e t h o u g h t appoa 
•y of n j o k e . he w o u l d ask for t h e n a m e of a sp ir i t . H e did so, 

t t h e name of h i s gi aiidmothei- w h o h a d been dead a g r e a t n 
1 loud and h e a r t y bcs«n g r a d u a l l y to - u b s i d c , and in : 
illy w e r e his g r a n d m o t h e r , c o u l d t-hc te l l a n y t h i n g a b o u t 

re la 

o le 

t i l ls w a s al l n o t h i n g t> 
s tr ike h i m t h a t , b y n a 
pr ise , t h e t . ible l ipped 
S l i s i a n g h , <vhieh h a d b. 
i r a n t i e i . h c askeii if t h a t 
then p e n d i n g b e t w e e n bim and 
g i v e n , w h i c h , b y d i s c l o s i n g cert; 
proved t h e presence of a s p i l i t , < 

" On anot'her occas ion , the San 
v e r y s ingi i lar c h a r a c t e r , i t 
c o m m e n c i n g , a h e a v y sqiin 
l i f t e d c o m p l e t e ly c (T the Boo: 
to a l i g h t on l l ie point of a ti 
o f Considerable size w i t h s t r a i g h t round' !cgs w a f th^ 
and s o m e t i m e s b y the hand of t h e m e d i u m alone bein 
u a r a i i v e l y into a s h u t t l e c o c k . I t p i o m i s e d to g i v e th 
liy l i f t i n g t h e t a b l e bodi ly about hal f a f o o t from t h e li 
b a l l a t e a c h le t ter , b v n h i c l i process i t spel led 
b y t h e s a m e m e a n s , l i f t i n g t h e table b o d i l y u,i 
s u s p e n d e d a l i t t l e be fore l e t t i n g i t f a l l A s so 
h a v e only i n f l u e n c e i n m o v i n g t h e table wli 
e x a c t l y on t h e c e n t r e o f the table , and a hi 
Just the s a m e elTeel. 'J'hc t a b l e w a s l i f t e d 
p r o v i n g the t e s t of t h e s k e p t i c s in t h a t 
g e r a t i o n tlie table could n o t lia> e be 

T i i e w r i t e r of the n a r r a t i v e state: 
b u t t r u s t s t h a t b i s solemn aflirmatU 
c h a r a c t e r . T h e n a r r a t i v e i t s e l f i s 
w r i t e r bel ieved w h a t he w i o t e . II 
at all l i k e the p r o d u c t of an o v e r - e x e i t c d f i 
sort of m a n , in w h o s e m i n d the praet i i 
T h e f a c t " recorded c o m m a n d 
t h e m . T h e q u e s t i o n thei-efc 
muiei i l i 

•ed t h e o u e « -
s o c c a s i o n a l l y . 
It c o m m e n c e d 
a t . O f c o u r s e 
ed s i ;ddenly t o 
ind to h i s sur> 
inbcr of y e a r s . 

m o 

I " cat 
n y of the party" b u t t h e y 

n g a n d t e l l i n g secret 

•liaractcr 
g ni 

A 
I e v e n t s u n k n o w n t. 
some p o w e r c a p a b l e o l k 
p a r t y l iappeii i i ig to m e e t a g a i n , and t o t a l ^ t h e matt ' 

d to t i> a g a i n , and see w h a t w o u l d h a p p e n ; w l 
ivith a s t r o n g pill 

d drop]>eddown ai^aii 
d snapped th. 

affair 
t h e n 
f u l l y 

as of a 
. o n a f ter 

id p r o j e c t i n g feet or e l a v s w a s several t imes 
w h e n on the th ird o r f o u r t h fa l l i t happened 
ilaiv fi-om the s ta lk or p i l lar . A n o t h e r t a b l e 

p p l i e d , and t h i s , b y the h. 
e iy l i g h t l y p laced upon it; 
ime of t h e spir i t mc 
r a n d l e t t i n g It drop 

t X a p o l e o n . I t t h e n g a v e a 
P and l e t t i n g i t drop ; somel inics 
ome opponents of S p i i i t u a l i s m art 
n p l a c e d on the e d g e , the med 
d of e a c h of t h e o t h e r s p l a c e d on 
e o n ^ i d a a b l e h e i g h t w i t h o u t an 

II o thers a c o m p l e te fall: 
less t h a n fifty o r s i x t y I: 

j f t h e p a r t y , 
m a d e c o m -

i g i t , Mhich i t d i d 
g a m l ike a b o u n c i n g 
hliort c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
H o w i i i g i t to r e m a i n 
of opinion t h a t h a n d s 
im's h a n d s ^vaa p u t 
the top. T h i s h a d 

l i f t e d f i o m tl 
t h a t he could g i v e the 
\ w i l l be suHicient for 
0 m i n u t e l y c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 

t a t e m e n t has none of tli 

• top. 
;iy apiKirent di f f icult 
•y. V i t h ig-

.mei o f the 
>ns of 

eS"-

r bel ief , 
e w h i c h s c i e n c e Ti 

r pressure uTiconsciously a p p l i e d ? I f i 

fjreons were p laced On t h e centre of the t a b l e , 
arartay ' j theorj- u t t e r l y b r e a k s d o w n here, N 

i w s s i b l y l a i s e t h a t t a b l e clean oH the floor. 1 ' 
r ide, or c a u s e i t to m o v e s l a n t n i s e , and also in 
t a b l e m u s t i-est u p o n t h e g r o u n d , t h u s afTorrtini 
p o i n t of res is tance l o a t h e p r e s s u r e , o r , in oth. 
m o v i n g b o d y . I f the table \>as m o v e d clean 
t h e only w i t n e s s a c q u a i n t e d w i t h tlie fac t s 
w h e n tlio table moved did no t m o v e i t . I s i t 
t h i n g w a s no t done, or. i f done w as n o t doni 
h i m a l i a r , c h a r g e h i m w i t h i m p o s t u r e , or affi 

l i t the 
:tere8tics 
tten b y a 

ted over t h e f an 
w i l l n ot sanetio: 
w h a t move<i tli 

did the t a b l e m o v e ^ ||> 

nt ly I t w a s evld 
il e l e m e n t prcdomin; 

S o u n d rcas 
s to a n s w e r i! 

lid w j y did i t m o v e upu-anis e l 
. pi-cssdre of h a n d s on t h e snrfi 
c s i u r e eouid m a k e a t a b l e t i p a t 

n o t h e r w a y s , b u t in al l s u c h cases 
g some s p o t on t h e surface of t l ie 

Words, as a f u l c r u m t o tlie levcra 
. f f i h e floor some e x t e r n a l force m 
arrated s a y s t h a t t h o s e iwrsons 
fasonabic for u s to c o n t r a d i c t h i m 
n the w a y t h a t he s t a t e s i t w a s do 

I t h a t he w a s d e l u d e d , b u t al l 
:ly to p o u r t r a y t h e i n v c t c r a c y o f o u r n r d u d i c e s , anil t h e d e p t h of . 

- •• I l a t c l i , - -

w l i o w e r e p r e s e n t , 
est and honourabl e 

inference t b a t t h e 
of Act ion, nor i s i t 
plain m a t t e r of f a c t 
;ifti l and r o m a n t i c . 

e t a b l e ? " Vias i t 
the h a n d s of t i ia 
lan of f the floor, 

tee of a t a b l e could 
one end, or a t one 
some port ion of t h e 
t a b l e t o serve as a 

:g0 appl ied to t h e 
list have moved i t . 
w h o w e r e present 
and s a y t h a t t h e 

no? W e m a y caU 
s u c h a b u s e s e r v o 

>ranc 
D r . ' F . fi. I l a t c f i , o f ' W a r s a w , N e w Y o r k , gi^c8 an i n t e r e s t i n g a c c o u n t of some j ihvsieal manifei 

l a t i o n s observed b y himsel f on t h e 33rd of J u l y , ISSC a t a e i r c l c - m e e t i n g in w h i c h a M i s s Brooke w a s 
t l ie m e d i u m . T b e p h e n o m e n a » e r e c h i e f l y of a m u s i c a l c l iaracter , and so pecul iar as t o s c a r c e l v 
admit of c lass i f i cat ion , t h e piano w a s t a m e d so as that i ts face should be t o w a r d s t h s n a i l , t b t 
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key board b c l n e p l a c e d i n s u e l i a p M i l i o n a5 to prevent the mciiuim from roMliii iy the keys . T h « 
first demonstration was w l u t apiicarcd to be an inimitable t i c n i b l i n f o f the ^^irl•s. Tlicii f o l l owed 
a slorni at sea, M-lioreiii every pari was m o s t beautifully imitated- T h e working of the engine , the 
n l i i s t l i n ^ o f the u'ind, the p c l t i n ; o f the etorin afcdnt^I the vessel , the distant and nearer thunder , 
and the moan o f the sea w c i c so bcaulifnUv and aecutatcly illustrated a« to exc i t e the sentiinents o f 
the sublime anil majestic to ijieir sreatest iu lcus i tv . I t was most truly mai-vellouslv executed , 
Then fo l lowed a vaaicty o f otliei- pieces, all o f M-liich we ie e s c c n t e d , with greater skill than I had 
ever bad t h e pleasure o f listening to on any instnnnent , ^Vhile the various parts tvere being pUved 
upon the piano, a e lock, which stood d ircct ly over i t , c ommenced s t i ik ing , and without a 
moments ' i n t o m i s s i o n sti -ucktwo Iniudrcd and s ix ty eight l imes, and was wound u p three t imes whi lo 
Btrikins. 

In tliis ease Miss Drooks was t h e o n l y personiu the t-ooiu v h o s e hands were at l iberty , as all 
others present had jo ined hands in the back part o f t be rooni. I f tlie m u s i e >vas o f mortal oi igi i i , 
and thec lOik was wound up bv moru ' . hands, then t>\-o |>ersoii5 must have been present in the a|)%rt-
Bient—one to phiy upon tlio pfano, and one to wind up the c l o ck - l i u t h o w couhl Miss l irooks 
play upon an instrument which » a s set with its f i o n t part or keyboard close to the v a i l 1 And e>cn 
suppos ing she cou ld display the marvellous execution spoken o f , how could she wind u p the c lock , 
TChilit themusie was be fngper formed. Di f l i cu l t iesthicken round the hyjiothesis o f imposture. } l o w 
cou ld a number o f intelligent m e n and women be deceived v i t l i respect topialn palpable facts o c -
curr ing under the observance of their own eyes and ears. I f w e are to reject the test imony o f 
people under eueb c ircumstances M*e may j u s t as well abandoii all historical evidcuce as wor ih less , 
and relapse into the darkness o f the middle ages. 

'J'hc " N e w Kngland S p i d t u a l i . l " quot ing the " Age o f P r o g r e s s " records a very singular mani -
festation w h i c h occurred in the i)resence o f Dr . Haskell , o f Eookfor i l , i lUno is ; l ) t - Brookie , o f St. 
L o u i s : M r . Albro , Editor o t l l r e " Age o f Prepress " and others, racking a total o f t h i r t y - s i * i n d i -
v iduals . T h e manifestation consisted in tbe pulling otf and put t in? on again o f the coats of two 
boys, by invisible agency , when the hoi's were fast bound in their chairs by cords, wound rouii<l and 
round their vr i s t s , aud tlien tied, and woven in and out, and tied again, so that it m u s t o c c u p y f rom 
t w o to five minutes to free the hand o f one o f them. ' Ihe aeeoiuit states that :— 

" T h e windows were closed and the Ugl i l sext inguis l ied , and live seconds did not pass before t w o 
o t the boys cried out . one after the o t h e r : My coat is off , and as they did so tbe coats were thrown 
into the la|>s of some indiviihinls of Die e i ieU. Ti ie l ight was instantly s truck , and we again e x -
amined the hands and ropes. T h e coats >vete o f f but the ropes v o t e on as tiglit as e.v<r, and in the 
«ame complicated knots. Somebody then observed to Johnny Cthe 8|)ii-itJ that i f he would put the 
coats on again without u n t y i n g t h e i o p e s , they would never doubt again. Johnny made s o m e . c p l y 
v h i e h w e did not understand: but soon afterward ordeied the windows to be closed and t h e l i g h u t o 
be ext inguished . I'roni thet ime the l ight was put o u t it did not seem to be more th.an one sceond 
before one o f tlie boys cried o u t : My coat is on : and not more than another second, before the 
other said Uie same. T h e lamp was hghtcd and w e again e^^aniincd the hands, the ropes and the 
knots , and all were exact ly >" H 'c condition that they >veie in before, except ing that the coats were 
on and as whole as ever. And w e will g ive o u r w o i i l of h o n o a i . that, from the t ime l! ic l ight was 
ext inguished , till both coats were on and the l ight was made again, it was not half a n:i)tute. 

T H E C L O T D 0 3 ? W I T N E S S E S , O E T H E B E A E I K G O B ' X l S T I l I O l s Y O N 

T H E T A C T S O F S P I R I T U A L I S M . 

DR . I l a r e w a s t b e m o s t f a m o u s p r a c t i c a l c h e m i s t , a n d e l e c t r i c i a n o f t l i e U n i t e d .Sta les . 

H e w a s b o m i n P h i l a d e l p h i a m 3 7 8 1 , a n d d i e d t h e r e , M a y I S t h , 3 S 5 8 , o f c o u r s c , a g e d 

17. A t t h e e a r l y a g e o f t w e n t y b e w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e P h i i a d e l p l i i a C l i e m i c a l S o -

c i e t y , a n d h e t h e i ' e m a d e l i is first, a n d m o s t i m p o r t a n t d i s c o v e r y , t l i e o x j l i y d r o g e n 

b l o w p i p e , w h i c h l e d t o t h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e c e l e b r a t e d D r o m m o n d L i g h t . B y m e a n s o f 

t h i s a p p a r a t u s , h e w a s t h e first a b l e t o r e n d e r l i m e , m a g n e s i u m , i r i d i u m , a n d p l a t i n u m 

f u s i b l e i n a n y c o n s i d e r a b l e q u a n t i f y , a n d p e r h a p s t l i e first t o p r o c u r e c a l c i u m i n a p u r e 

m e t n l l i o s t a t e . a n d s t r o n t i u m w i t h o u t a l l e y o f m e r e u r y . H e f i r s t a n n o u n c e d t b o t s t e a m i s n o t 

c o n d e n s i b l e w h e n c o m b i n e d 1^ilh e q u a l p a r t s o f t i e T s p o u r o f C a r b o n . l i e i n v e n t e d 

t h e v a l v e - c o c k o r g a l l o w s s e r c w , b y m e a n s o f w h i c h p e r f e c t l y a i r - t i g h t c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

i s m a d e b e t w e e n c a v i l i e s i n s e p a i a t e p i e c e s o f a p p a r a t u s . H e m a d e i m p r o v e m c D t s i n 

t h e V o l t a i c p i l e , e n a b l i n g t h e A m e r i c a n c h e m i s t s t o a p p l y w i t h s u c c e s s t h e i n t e n s e 

p o w e r s o f e x t e n d e d V o l t a i c c o u p l e s l o n g in a d v a n c e o f t h e g e n e r a l u s e o f s i m i l a r c o m -

b i n a t i o n s i n E u r o p e . 3 n 1 8 1 6 , h e i n v e n t e d t h o C a l o r o m e t c r , a f o r m o f b a t l e r y b y 

w h i c h a l a r g e a m o u n t o f h e a t i s p r o d u c e d w i t h l i t t l e i n t e n s i t y . T h e p e r f e c t i o n o f 

t h e s e f o r m s o f a p p a r a t u s w a s a c k n o w l e d g e d b y E a r a d a y , i n 1 8 3 8 , w h o a d o p t e d t h e m 

i n p r e f e r e n c e t o a n y h e c o u l d d e v i s e ( E i p e r i m e n t a l E e s e a r e h e s , H 2 4 , 1 1 3 2 ) . I t w a s 

w i t h t h e s e b a t t e r i e s t h a t t b e first a p p l i c a t i o n o f v o l t a i c e l e c t r i c i t y t o b l a s t i n g i m d c c 

w a f e r w a s m a d e . T h i s w a s i n 1 8 3 1 , u n d e r t h e p e r s o n a l d i r e c t i o n o f D r , H a r o . I n 

1 8 1 8 D r . H a r e h a d b e e n a p p o i n t e d P r o f e s s o r o f C l i e m i s t i - y in t h e M e d i c a l S c h o o l o f t h o 

U n i v e r s i t y o f P e n s y l v a n i a , a n d h e o c c u p i e d t h i s p o s t t i l l 1 8 4 7 w i t h d i s t i n g u i s h e d a b i l i t y 

t h a t is f o r 2 9 y e a r s , w h e n h o r e s i g n e d . T h e " A m e r i c a n C y c l o p t t d i s " d e s c r i b e s h i m -

a s " a f r e q u e n t s p c a V e r a t p u b l i c m e e t i n g s ; a n d i n c o n v e r s a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y w ' l e n i t 

8 { 8 u m e d n n a r g u m e n t a t i v e c h a r a c t e r , b e d i s c o u r s e d w i t h g r e a t a b i l i t y . H i s e x t e r n a l 

f e a t u r e s w e r e i n h a r m o n y w i t h t l i e s t r e n g t h a n d m a s s i v e n e s s o f h i s i n t e l l e c t . H i s f r a m e 

w a s p o w e r f u l a n d r e m a r k a b l e f o r i t s m u s c u l a r d c T c l o p c m e n t , a n d h i s b r e a s t w a s l a r g e 

a n d finely f o r m e d . " J u d g e E d m o n d s , w h o k n e w l i i m , s a y s ; — " H e w a s a n e x c e l l e n t 

m a n , a n d a l l w h o k n e w h i m l o v e d h i m f o r h i s p u r i t y , s i m p l i c i t y , a n d c a n d o u r " H e 

a d d s t h a t h i s c o u r a g e a r o s e f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t h e d i d n o t i u o w w h a t i t w a s t o c o n c e a V 

o r d i s g u i s e t h o t r u t h . 



TH E AUSTRALIAN SPIRITUALIST. 13 
S u c h w n s tl ie m a n w h o , w b o n S p i r i t u a l i s m foi'oud i tael f on his a t t e n t i o n , r e c e i v ed i t 

ae a mere de lus 'on o f t h e senses. H e r e ad P a r a d a y ' s e x p l a n a t i o n , a n d t h o u g l i t i t w a s 
c o n v i n c i n g . A M r . l l o l c o a i b , o f S e u t h w i c k , M a s s a c l i u s e f t s , h « d repeated t l io exper i -
m e n t s o f F a r a d a y , a n d \vrof« t o i i im t o say t h a t f h e j e v i d e n t l y fa i led i t h a t h e h a d 
l i i iosel f seen m u s i c a l i n a l r u m e u t s pliiyod u p o n w i d i o u t a n y h a n J s touol i ing t h e m , a n d 
l i e a v y art ic les m o v e d w i t h o u t a n y v is ib le cause. D r . H n r e repl ied t l ia t l ie s t i l l c o n -
c u r r e d n i t l i F a r a d a y ; b u t , u i i l iSe J s r a d a y , wl ien lie w a s i n f o r m e d o f s u c h f a c t s , h o 
d e t e r m i n e d t o test t l iese too. H e t l ierefore i n t r o d u c e d l : i iaself t o a l a d y , a ce lebrated 
m e d i u m , a n d w a t c h e d c a r e f u l l y t l ie p h e n o m e n a . W l i e i i h o saw tab les a n d other art i -
cles m o v e d , a n d intel l ig ible c o m m u n i c a t i o n s g iven t l i r o u g l i raps , h o set t o w o r k a n d 
i n v e n t e d m a c h i n e r y , t o c u t olT al lc l i i 'ect c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h t h e m e d i u m a n d 
these e x p e r i m e n t s he c u r r i e d on f o v t w o y e a r s w i t i i i n d e f a t i g a b l e i n d u s t i y , a n d c a r e . 
T h e deta i l s o f t l iem m a y be seen in liis work on S p i r i t u a l i s m , " E x p e r i m e n t a l I n v e s t i g a -
t i o n o f S p i r i t u a l J lBni fes ta t ions . " T h e r e s u i t w a s an o v e r w h e l m i n g m a s s o f fac ts , u t t e r l y 
d e m o l i s h i n g tl ie P a r n d a y t h e o r y . T h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s wove m a t h e m a t i c a l l y c o r r e c t 
a n d precisc i first, o f a p o w e r b e y o n d t h a t o f h u m a n , or o f a n y t n o w n m u n d a n e a g e n c j - ; 
eecond, o f inte l l igence n o t deriv ed f r o m m i n d s i n t h e b o d y . H e r e t h e n w a s on a 
g r e a t Btej> g a i n e d : t h e p h e n o m e n a wero real , a n d n o t I 'cconeilsablo t o a n y p h y s i c a l 
t h e o r y . Ti>c n e x t q u e s t i o n t o sat is fy l i imsel f u p o n w a s w h e t h e r they p r o c e e d f r o m 
d i s e m b o d i e d spir i ts . T o d e c i d e t h i s p o i n t , l>r. l iar© s d o p t e d t h i s p l a n . 

H e h a d g r a d u a l l y b e c o m e h i m s e l f d e v e l o p e d iis a m e d i u m ; a n d s i l t i n g d o w n a t h i s 
o w n table , he f requent ly veoeivcd c o m m u n i c a t i o n s professedl y f r o m h i s f a t h e r a n d a 
deceased sister. O n e <lay, on the sp ir i t c a l l i n g herse l f h i s s ister p r e s e n t i n g h e r s e l f 
a t h is table , a s m a n i f e s t e d ihi-oiigh raj is , h e t o l d i ier h e wis l ied l ier t o d o h i m a l i t t l e 
eervicc . S h e repl ied t l ia t s h e w o u l d i f i t were in h e r p o w e r . H e w a s t h e n o u a v i s i t 
nt C a p e M a y , a b o u t one h u n d r e d miles f r o m P h i l a d e l p h i a ; a n d h e requeste d h e r t o g o 
t o P h i l a d e l p h i s , a n d desire M r s G o u r l a y , i h e m e d i u m , t o ge t D r . G o u r l a y , h e r h u s b a n d 
t o cal l nt a c c r t a i n b a n k , a n d ask t h e uoto c ler k a quest ion a s t o t h e p a s s i n g t h r o u g h 
o f a bil l , a n d b r i n g l i im t h e imswei- b y l ial f p a s t three . T h e spir i t p r o m i s e d , a n d w a s 
absent f o r h a l f a n ) iour ; b u t h a d (hen r e t u r n e d w i t h t h e a n s w e r . D r . H a r o m a d e 
n o o t h e r c o m m u n i o a t i o u t o M r s . G o u r l a y on t h e s u b j e c t ; b u t o n h i s 
r e t u r n t o P h i l a d e l p h i a , in a h o u t a f o r t n i g h t , h o inquire d o f M r s . G o u r l a y i f slio l i a d 
received a n y messag e f r o m h i m d u r i n g his a b s o i c o . S h e said y e s , a n d u n f e r v e r y 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y c i r c u m s t a n c e s . S h e w a s rece iv in g a c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m lier spiri t m o t h e r , 
w h e n t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s u d d e n l y s t o p p e d , a n d D r . H a r e ' s s p i r i t m e s s e n e e r g a v e h e r 
c o m m i s s i o n . I t w a s a t t e n d e d t o by D r . G o u r l a y , a n d t h e a n s w e r r e t u r n e d t o h i m b y 
t h e sp ir i t . D r . H a v e tlien w e n t t o Ihe B a n k , a n d ascerta ined f r o m t h e note-c lerk t l iat 
D r . G o u r l a y ca l led on t h e d a y n a m e d , asked a quest ion, a n d received t h e a n s w e r , 
w h i c h h a d been r e t u r n e d t o IDr. H a r e b y tho spir i t m e s s e n g e r . D r . H n r e w a s t h u s 
assured t h a t h e h a d h a d a n ac tua l sp ir i t inessengcr, a n d w a s per fect ly sat is f ied. Jifow-
itCs Ilistoi-y of th^ Snpei-natural. "\'0L. 2KI>, P . P . 180, 1 8 1 , 182 , 

D r . H a r e a c t e d l ike a sens ib le m a n — t h a t is , ho s u b m i t t e d tho a l l egat ion s o f t h e 
S p i r i t u a l i s t s t 5 direct a n d s e a r c h i n g invest igat ion. T h e resul t w a s a d e e p - r o o t e d con-
v i c t i o n o f t h e t r u t h o f s p i r i t u a l i s m , a n d c o n s e q u e n t openness t o c o n v i c t i o n , w i t h res-
p e c t o f t h e t r u t h o f Christ ianity . H e h a d b«en a c o n f i r m e d s c e p t ic re la t ive t o t h e 
re l ig ion o f C h r i s t , b u t b e c a m e c o n v i n c e d t h r o u g l i S p i r i t u a l i s m o f i ts t r u t l i . A s h o r t 
t i m e before h i s d e a t h l ie t o l d J u d g e E d m o n d s t h a t h e b e l i e v e d in a r e v e l a t i o n 
t h r o u g h J e s u s o f N a z a r e t h , a n d w a s a c lu ' is t ian. " A g r a n d a n s w e r " says M r . 
H o w i t t " t o ' t h e c u i b o n o " 

S P I E I T C A I . I S M I S A U S T N A I . I A . 
ABOCT TWO monflis ago, a circle MCETINJ was held at the IVI-itei-'! house, in Wollongcnfr. at wliieh 
two or tlirec meaia were present. I 'wo of llicso were rapping, fippiiij. ana ivritiiig media, and ono 
M-I! exclusively a raiiping medium, Xlie iilienouiena evoked almost exce<^<led belief. A great vari«ty 
cf eommunications weic given by lips and raj)?, in answer to qupsticiis atked Uy tbe members of th» 
circlo. Tliese raps and Up>. were loud, iinmistakeable, and most euipliatically demonstrative, Xlie 
parties present were all fiiends, and had mutual confidence in each other; and from tlieir position at 
the table, and tho size and weisht of llie tabic itself, it was quite clear tliat none of them eould luvo 

Sroduced the phenomena M'itQCssed, The table was moved, tipped, and i-api>cd on repeatedly, 
ntclligent answers to the questions pr0|>0se<l were s>Tnboli8ed by these raps. The table would 

rise on one end, and î -ould chei; dcscen<l and pound out on the floor the ansncrsto our questions. 
We asked if tlie manifesting 5i)irit could raise tlie table clear from tlie Hoor, and received a response 
in the aflii-mative. We then requested it to do so, and it complied, f i r s t one I c j o f t)ie table wa» 
raised, then anotl.er,l1icntlictliii 'd,la$lly the tabte floated in the air. Wo have no more doubt that 
Ihe table ftoaUd clear of the floor than we have of Ihe fact of out existence. A boj about flfteeo 
years of age, then jnmpcd upon one end of tlie table, and the table rose at that end. with Ihe lad on 
i t . We had previously requested the spirit to do Iliis, I t w as physically imiwssible for any one of 
us to have raised tjip table; >« could all see eacli others' hands; moreover, Ihe writer was btanding 
close to the end of tiietaWeon which the lad was sitting, and had a full and clear view of theliands 
of the only persons nho from their position at the table, eould possibly have raised it. The room 
was iighled by a samUlli-c, the candlce having beer puiposcly exliogiiished, not by the media, but 
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by o . iTMb 
f l m i  d a r k  
h o l d  o f  en  
o u r  a s t o  
t ai c  
i n g  

«, o u r r i o l l v e  f o r . 
?5S wa $ f a v o u r a b l e  

a c h  o l l t c r 's  h a n d s , ! 
i s l i me n t , t h e  t a Wt , 

g  a  h o r i zo n t a l  p o s i t i o n . 

b . 
indcl i l j l )-

T h e  f l i  
c a l  p o wc  
wa s  l e f t  

beySH 
b o j r d s  
to f a r  a s  
c l u n g  t o  
n o  p c r s o  
n o w i t  IV 
h i m d '  

1 l h a t p o s i l u  
a  l a d } v h ( 

k( foi  
o f  t h . 

x l i n g u i . l . l n f  t h e m , : 
t o  t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  m m 
i i d  n l i i h c  bl a i i di n j : r i  
» h i c h  l l i i s l i me  h a d  i  
un t i l  t h e  t o p  of  i t  ws  
n i l ; ,  i t  g r s d i mU) '  dci  

r c l e l f t  g o  t h e  ;h a  

r i s i ng  c  
i f c .t a t i  
111! a  t h<  
o t l i i o ; 
i l l 

3 r d ) t l i i o i i gh  th<  
j i n d  ilk  t h e  r o o m 
ant i r ac  g r a d  
l i t  s c i ' i n c d t o  i n c  
d a r k n e s s . Tl i o i  

d  t h a t  c o u l d  be  pi  odt ie<  
:o<l  b y  l i f t i ng  t h e  t a bl e  
,l j i  i mn »c n b c  p o we r  a n d  i  a]>i(l i t y  
n  e  c o u l d  j u d g e , t o  b o  mo t e  o r  k  

if  t h e  m e d i n  i n  h e r  f r i g h t , 
t h e  t a bl e , P r  

T h e  m i n i  f e s t a l : 

It  o f  n  b e l i e f  f o u n d e d  o n  o b i e r ^e d  f s c U 
>ns . TI . e  i n e m b e i s  o f  t h e  c i r c l e  t h e n  t o o k  
t a b l e , a s k e d  t h e  s p i i i t t o  r a i s e  i t .  T o  

r  o n  i t ,  t r r adua l l y  r os e  f r o m t h e  f l o o r , ma i n -
ve l  wi t h  t h e  u r i t e r ' s  c h i n , a ni l  a f t e r  r ^ m a i . -
i ded  t o  t h e  f l o o r . T o  n ^a k e  a s s u r a n c e  

h e  M- as  l i o l d i n g , a n d  t h e n  p u s h e d  t l : 

on  e v e r y  u  
i n  t h e  m e  

o f  t h e  »i>i  
o mp l e t e  

xi a  

n p l e t e , a i i d  s t a j n p e d  <  

d o u b l y  
e  t a b i s  
i v i c t i on  

u t , : i Hy  dj- i  .  
a s e . At  l engt l i  t h e  
b e g a n  t h e  mos t  i n f e  

il  b y  p o i i n d i n g  o n  a  t a bl e  
l ip  b o d i l y  f r c m t h e  f l o o r  

e p t r  
1 t l i e s o f a . Th e  

s t r i k e  h i m , a s  t h e  1*00111 >%'cis  
f i r s t  g l e a m fi- om wh i c h  s h o v  
t h e  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  r o o m. 

t th i 
n d  t b  

d i a t e l v  t h . 
t u r n e d  o v . 
a d a p t e d  t '  
o w n  mi ; i ds  m'; 
but  we  caniic 

Wh e n  t b e i  
wr i t i n g  me d i l  
I f o wa r i l .  I t  
v i o u s  c i r c l e  n  
w h o  h a d  ei t hi  

:l o>e  t o  t be  
r n i  wa s  l i t ,  

t >  s i d e  o n  ih<  

.g  t h e  1« 
a<l  f u l l y  ei  
n  df i r kne s s  
d  t h e  t a b h  
:p l i n g  t hi  

Mo s t  o f  t h e  
>a  f r i g h t e n e d . 
It r i v i ng  a t  t h e  
v i o n s l } 
0 h i t  

9 t h e  f l a me  o f  
f l a me  o e n t o i  
n a l  no i s e  w . 

,  b u t  r a t h e r  r e  
a n d  t h e n  p o m 

p r e s e n t . 

m a k e  
i r as  s<  
not  h e l p  i t .  

ir y  p<  
a t ,  a  

a l t .  

f l o o : 
rful 

i l or ses  
Al l <  

s t a ndi  
f'r i t er  • 

i d  a s  fnr  ft  
)f  t h e  m e d i a  
,  Th e r e  wa  
i np r c s s i o n  0 
le  u s  t o  s h u n  

t hi s  i>ait  
•i .s :t h  o n e  

A l a  

i t l i !  
!S t h . 
o f  t h  
o f  t l  

l e g . 

ily 
t i me  t o  
1(1 m a d e  
! a hdo r a  

)f  lli<  

i t  b e c a m e  w 
t  a l t uge t he i  
e v e r  h e a r d , 

s e mb l e d  t l i e  

i ke r  t h . 
a n d  t il  
I t  n a s  
oi s e  t ba  

J  o f  i t  o n  
it  al l  o f  t h e m a ppe i  

l e , Ko i e a me d  o u t  

n d  t h e  p. 
)m t h e  t a b h  
ni i pr of t ehcd  t h '  
s o me t h i n g  : 

i a l l wl i o »i t i  
d a r k  c i r c l e s  

I t h e  
•vho  i  

t a bl e  
fi l l  i n  
s s ed  t h  
e r  s i n  

h  t h e d  
n i p  a t  t l .  
i t h  fo r c e  

i t i ve . M'  
» c a u s e d  
mi d d l e  o f  t h e  l l oo: 
g n i l c d  t h e  m a t e h . « 
i n s t a n c e s  wo u l d  p e r m 
, t o u c h e d  i t ,  a n d  t h e  

t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a , 
e m . Th e c t f e c t  o f  t il  
c e . Th i s  m a y  b e  s t  

p h y s l -
e  r o o m 
not  l i k e  
t  m i g h t  
o n  t h o  

•d , 
n d  

t il  At  t h i  
n l i t e r s  s o n . a n d  
f l i e i e n t  t o  k n o c k  

d i d  n o t  s e e  t l i e  t a b l a  
m a t c h  t o  i g n i t e , t h e  

wh i l s t  al l  
e r e  l a n g e d  
It ,  l i n i ne -
n i t  i l o i - l r  
s o i ne t h i i i g  

•per  s t i  l i o n  

:m , fl  

n d , 
a t s o n  

t h i r e , Ei i i r l .  
I . a m e e b  He  

Wh o  a r c  yol i  ?  
l o u n d s  wc  h a v e j i  
t o - n i gh t  h a v e  b e e  
I s  i t  wr o n g  t o  1 

o m t h e m . D o  yi  

l i gh i c  
o m t " o  s |  
l l o g e d b y  t hi  

g , a n d  h a d  s t a t e d  t l  
r ise  p r a c t i s e d  ii  

r i t s  p u  
i d! 

h e  s u b s t  
n d e l i i f f l y i n  
Ln m e c h  Be a  
.t  h e a r d  ?  1 
CTil, wi t h  fl i  

lid  e o i n r a nn i e  
a l l y  mi  

:>f  t he  

•f o r me d  t h e  
•por t i i i ?  t o  &( 
u i n  t h n t  t i l l s  

t  d u r i n g  h : 
1 pr ofe  

n m u  
o q u e i  
130 

c l c . a n . 

a r t h- i i fe  Ii  
e  a r e  n o t  

o b t a i n e d  
if  o n e  l .i  
iTd  ha<t  I  

h a d  he  
•hi .  

t o n . C: 
wa s  n o t  p r e s e n t , 
•e x c e p t i o n  of  E>  
i t i ons  wi t h  e vi l  s  
1 t h a t  e v i l  s p i i i t s  

p e n s i t i e s , wh i e l i  l e n d  t o  e v i l .  I s  i l  r i g h t  t o  wo i  
t h e  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  a d o r e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  s a v a i  
a i k  a  q u e s t i o n  t h u s . D o  yxiu  k n o w t h e  r eas on  
o r d e r  t o  t e s t  m e  1 a m pe r f e c t l y  a wa r e , b u t  1 s i  
Go d  a n s we r  p r a y e r ! Ai l  t h i n g s  a r e  o n l e r e d  b y  t h e  Al : 
Ca n  y o u  g i ve  a d v i c e  a s  t o  wh a t  w e  o u g h t  t o  d o , i n  o i d i  
s e l f ,  a n d  t r u s t  i n  Ch r i s t ,  h e  i s  Ki n g  of  Ki n g s  a n d  Lo r d  
Ch r i s t ?  Ye s . H e  f i r s t  l o ve d  m e . Yo i i  h a v e  t h e  r e ve  

d  f r o m t hi  
m s p u t  b y  t h e  wi l i e r ,  w 
v e u s  a n y  c s p l a n a l i o s  
l jut  p e r c e i ve  t h a t  al l  t h e  
a n  Ho wa r d . ' I h i s a n s wt  
l i r i t s  I Ye s  : n e v e r r e c  
l i ave  vi s i t ed  u s ?  Ye s , 
h i p  Go d ?  Ca n  y o n  m a  
'  An .l  y o u  w h o  h a v e  

.s k e d  s u c h  a  n  
;f e r  o t h e r  q  
n i g h t y  ;- y o i  

t h a t  

s  t h r o u g h  
a n d  o n e  E v  
s el f  a i  a  pr  
o f  Al e di c i i  

i n  De . o  
n c i p a l l y  f r .  

m a n  i  t e s t a t i on  
me e l i  Be a t ^n n  
l i mi f e s t e d  h i n i '  
:n  a  Do c t o r  
h ) a t  To r q u a j  
i s e  s p i r i t s .p r i  
a s  a s  f o l l o i vs . 

o f  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  p h y s i c a  
s p i r i t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  h e n  

l i ed  s e ve r a l  l i me s  
d  e o mmu n i c a t i o i  
l e d  b y ^ ' o u r p r o  

'ID 

-ihy 1 ; 
u l J  p r  

iviis  r epC'  

n d  atti! 
c h  

u l t l i  f a i t h  i n  t hi  
s p i r e d  bi  

o f  e e t Ui i n  di S'  
wi s h . Ca n  y  
u p o n  By r o n ' s  
t o  k n o w h i s  p  
a d u l t e r o u s  
t r o u b l e , bi  
i t  b s c o n i c s  
s e e k i n g  li  

l o n c ma n t  
Ho l y  me r  

e o v e r i e s i n  gc o l '  
•ou  g i v e  u s  a n y  i  
s t a l e  a n d  c l i a i a  

i r es ent  s t a t e , 
d  p r o f a n e , ai  
wi l l  v o u  t el l  
•o n g  wh e n  y  
n t r a d i c t  Be \  

d  t i p  t h e  t a b l e  a s  
as  t i p p e d  t oi i Ti r ds  e  

id°th' 

>f  Lo r d  
l e d  wi l l ,  

il l  m a k e  y o u  al l  t h a t  y o u  s h o u l d  b e . D 
o f  Go d  s p o k e  a s  t h e y  we r e  m o v e d  b y  t l  

g y  wh i c h  t e n d  t o  u p s e t  t h e  b i bl i c a l  na i  
J o i ma t i o n  a s  t o  J i y .o n ' s  s l a t e ?  Yo n  • 
t e r .  I  a m n o t  a c .i u a i n t e d  >vi t h  By i o n , 

j i d  o f  Go d , a n d  s e e  
b y i l .  W e  

'Pi r i t ua V 

l i n q n i r y  1 I s  n o t  
l ed  wi l l  o f  De i t y  
u  me r e l y  .i s k e d  i n  

m y  r e p l y . Do e s  
p r a y  t o  h i m , h e  a n s we r s  n r s To r . 

h t  l e a d  a  g o c d  f i f e . Ab h o r  

icsli. 
tion 

Bl e s s e d  f o r  e v e r mo r e . Do  y o u  l o vo  
l u .l y  t h a t ,  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h a t ,  

I 'ou  be l i e ve  t f i at  t h e  Bi b l e  i s  
Ho l y  Gh o s t , Ar e  y  
t i ve  1  1 a m n o t , i  

cloEed 
Wh a t  p u r p o r t e d  t o  b e  t l : 

o u r  q ue s t i o n 's ,  a n d  g a v e  u s  
wo r l d , b u t  t o  b e  t r a n s f o r m 
c h r i s t i a i i i t v . H e  t o l d  1 
t h a t  h e  £ . H . coi  
g e n t l e ma n  i n  t h e  r o o m 
wr i t e r  wa s  a  n e g a t i v e  or  
j u d g e  o f  t l i e g e n e r a l  cl i i  

W e  t h i n k  i t  r i g h t  t o  
t o  u s  wa s  s t r o n g l y  i nc l  
m a y  h a v e  d e t e r mi n e d  t h  
t h e  s p i r i t s  t h a t  we r e  g i '  
i s  c jui t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t l : 

r l at io  
t o ke : 
e h  1.1 

het l i  
i bus c  

t  t a ke  t h  
f o r m y o u r  o w 

I IS wron; 
e i t .  H o w ci  

Y' o u  m u s t  f<  
| (  go o d  n i g h t , 
o n  p r e s e n t , ai  

1 npini 
t o p r i  Mi ! 

'Ti!; 
id  III.  

"taX 

i s h  m e  t o  g i  

1 i t  t b e  d o o m 
r e  s or r y  t o  

t ?  B y  p r > i n  
[i>  b y  t h e  s t a n d  
1 t h e n  r a p p e d  
t ioi i  wi l h  La m i  

n i t o  
d , t h  

r  d o  i  
r t a t i o** 
l u  wi s h  
n t i o u s , 
I  m u c h  

it  t r o ubl e  me .— 
f u t u r i t y , o r  b y  
Bi b l e , I  wi l l  

d i s s  
b u t  i f  y  

of  t hc l i C'  
y 

ur n  he  
b  Be a t s . 

o f  t i me  
i p p a r e u t l y  

it  o f  T.-
s  s o me  e *c e l h  
n e d  b y  t h e  r<  
t h a t  o n e  o f  t i n  

l id  n o t  t h e n  d o  m u t h o  
r o o m wa s  a  m e d i u m . 

i H o  

g c n t l t me r  
n ^ n g  t o  t hi  
but 

et c  

Bj i i i i u  a t  o t h e r  cir cl i  
a r e  di f l l cul t i  

t i e s , t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o  
p h e n o m e n a  a n d  s u c h  

On  We d n e s d a y , Gil  
T w o  y o u n g  m e n  we r e  
b e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
r e v e s t e d  t o  g o  a wa y , 
a n d  i n f o r me d  u s  o f  h e r  
m a n  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t , 
t h e m r i d i e u l o u s  a n d  con  
s e n t e d  i t s e l f  i n  t b e  u s u : 
i s n d  of  o n e  o f  i h e  m e d  

l a t e  t h a t  t li  
•d  t o  me t  I: 

c h a r a c t e r  
n g . t h e  COI 

, ^a^i^i' 
e p i i i t u a l l s m 

i  o f  s p i r i t s  a . 
s s oc i a t e d  fae i  
Ma y . 1833, a  

l e  p r e s e n t  b o t h  .  
Cl a r a  J o n e s  m a t  

On e  o f  t hi  
:h a r a c t e r . 
a n d  h a d  gi  
Il eal  comi i i u  
1 wa y , t h a t  
a  t h e  f o Uo o  

ipi i ig  m e d i u m . 
>f  s p i l i t s  t ha t  1 

: me d i i  
i di s t i e  
o f  t h e  

i s cs  t h c  q u  

r e  n o t  t h e ? c  
t « a s  m a y  I  
1 c i r c l e  me e  
o f  wh o m w. 
ni f c s t ed  h e r p r  
y o u n g  m e n  pi  

Cl a r a  J o n e s  1 
t en  t h e  Sp i i i t i : 
• n i c a t i o ns , T h  

i  b y  t i p p i n g  1 
i g  ansn- er s  K 

i r d  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  a t  t h i s  
i e l .  H e  a d v i s e d  n s  n o t  t o  b e  
o f  o u r  m i n d s , a n d  t o  l e t  o u ; 

p r e s e n t  wa s  t h e  a c t i n g  m c d i u  
'  we a k n e s s  o f  t h e  me d i a  p r e s . 

'  n o t  t h e n  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  n .a n i l  
:d  t h a t ,  a s h } o u r f n i i t s we  we r e ) 

i fest  t h e ms e l v e s  a t  c i r c l e s , 
a d  u  a s  u s e d  t o  c o n  
al  v i e ws  o f  r e l i gi on  
n s . or  m a y  e v e n  h a  
o n l y  of l er  t h i s  r e m: 

t h i s  e a s e  Mi d e l ; di fl - er fr or  
•s t i o n - wh i c h  M- e we  t o  
o t h e r  s y s t e m o f  o p i n i o n s , a  

as t  r c n u i r k a b l e . Oi i r  b u s i n . 
i- nd  t o  t h r o w l i gh t  u j .o n  t h e  
i n g  wa s  h e l d  a t  t h e  u r i t e  
r e  wi l t i n g  a n d  t i p j i fng  m e d  
p r e s e n c e  b y  l i p p i n g  o u t  h e i  
p r e s e n t  r e c o gn i s e d  h e r  p e t  
• id  p r c v i o ns l y  vi s i t e d  

led t o 
mil 

>n  t h a t  o c c a s i o n ! 
; t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  
i l i o n s ; t h a t  I h o  
w n , s o  m i g h t  w e  

: h ; 
el i i  

s i a l i .  
W e  

imv • e y  t h e s e  eci  
.  T h e  s t a t e  0 
.e  t e n d e d  t o  ps  
I k  a s  pui- c  c o n  
1 t h e  \ i e n s  e n i  
b e l i e v e ?  t n o t  
od  a m o n g s t  t he ; 
:s s  h o we v e r  i s  

l i cat i o  
.  mi  

« id  

h o l o g i f o  
;t u r c . I t  
i a t c d  b y  
t i on  i b l y  
di f l i eul -

J  r e c o r d  

a l i s t s  

questio 

om' t 
i- por t in  
g thet 

' s  h o u s e  i n  Wo l l o n g o n g . 
I.  s p i i H p u r p o r t i n g  t o  
n a m e . S h e  wa s  i n s t a n t l y  
l i ar  m o d e  o f  r a a n i f c s t l u g , 
l ies  a t  wh i c h , t h i s  yoi i i i K 

bl e  b y  Ul l i n g  t h e m l i e s , a n d  g i v i n g  
Ig  t o  b e  La m e c h  Be a l s o n , t h e n  pr e-
a we . I h i s  s pi r i t  wr o t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
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must l«itv« the fatun 
«ver neAc them: 
t h c c a n l i ihoac 
nii-lit of Spiritu 
f r i j . l i y ? T o til 
truth 

T h e 

f Spirit 
your h.»i 
ir h a n d ! 
iDcaii tk< 

iUo-Al Y e i . A q u : a t i ( 
to Q o 4 . Arc tUo spirits 

.na Willi thoin 1 Y o u may bt >; 
w h o love you hover near. W. 
l i O r i j i i . ! No . Can you j i v s 
ie question tlie reply >Tas anot! 
>Usm! I f so I \ril[ ai 
d on the camera." Whatd i 

he piace wli 
l^a where tlii 

ere you tt'isU t^i 
ortal silte: 

I being asked reial ine to the futi 
.f the deec.iscU chilt l i ta o f Mr, 
ure that if we aro with you » fho 

Che dream which Mr. 
1 any iiistnietion^ with 
• question, namely—lis 
opli^a ill the ul»riiutive 

mean bjtcllinsr u$ to piac 
pirit tol jc . \V« ace still 
p o s e d ! N o ; T h e foeu: 

•re the reply wi 
,n . l . M r s . — 

<liil not k. 
had 

peet to SnI 
you all <lc 

a.l then til. 
ur l u n d s o 
iblo touiidi 

'W you ot 
1 1 p r e n o u ; 
tual Photo . 
Ided on thi 

Y o u mean th* 

It wrote, 
ca incrat 
•nd y o u : 

shield } 

•kenetl, a 
iiestions asked, an 
n d w u l d thende-

and thumps o f thel< 
(tratioits beoacne so 
seed it to be lU' 
irre Uunn, and 
.itested itself li 
ffht to record 

<muna, a 
rc prei 

" S C W e askc<l i i 
y to our 

lUttorahly ; o l l y 
d to raisL-rj- fot 
lying Christ ? 

estU 

'oom was tli«n 
answers to any n 
t-vo of its l e / s . ' 
j a r , Therap^ 
fact the doDioi 
table, we reqii 
tation f rom 
came , and nja 

W e think it 
enshrouds these nhi 
and violent spirits 
f rcsenee o f somcth' 
word that wili < 
raps spelled o u t u 

.\re you doom 
W h a t for } For de 
cat ion witli this e|>irit. 

Whi l s t the f o re jo iny q 
/clicited. 

A t our own request tlie tab l 
all doubt , we Cook hold o f each 
"wati on a level with our breasts 
waa pushed by one o f the eircL 
could be no mistake about this 

Sower. T h e event occurred in 
»r any person present to have 

into the room so hrightiy chat a 
seen. T h e Brst t ime the Uble 
l irae it rose « 'e ^verc holding eaeh . 
considerations is the fact that > e m 
conjur ing , trickery, or imposture o f 
ful and reliable « i t n e s M s . J t is alii 
the book|aad volume of tlie v i i t c r ' b 
.cord. 

A s soon as the jighC was brought 
aencc and wrote ouC through the hand 
bad spirits; i f you d o so your medutm 

id the foUow.ng phenoreena occurred, 
d r i p p e d out these with gre;it foree. T h 
c e n d o n t h e floor with sufficient force t< 

on the floor m i ' h t h a v e h ' 
,'iolent at 

lUi U 
iometliing purpi 
his customary 

.11 facts which n 

T h e table rapped 
table would rise 

make the whole ho 
he.ard fiifly aJO yards off . 

time that being afraid the spi'ric wouhl bi 
iwrations. A fc-entlcioan present asked for 

i c e feel b' 
felt a d 

rtii 
Jlliei 

..Geo'lg. D 
dea of y 

cyins: thatthis wa' 
Yes, Are you di 

W e then dcteriui 

to bo the spirit of Ceorge U o 

xnviviie tend to elucidate 
lay that during d ie >»hoIe t 
id instinctive eonsciousne< 

, E v i l ? Y . 
ir jiresent 
neant in iro 
•wed to m: 

•eak the 
msniFea-
ordin ; ; ! ; 
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S P I R I T n A l I S M . 
O b j s c t i o n . — T l i e p h e n o m e n a c a l l e d s p i r i t u a l a r e t r a c e a b l e t o t l i e a c t i o n o f p s y c h o -

J o f i c l a w e , aiic! a r e t h e r e f o r e e x p l i c a b l e u p o n p s j c h o l o g i o p r i n c i p l e s . I t is a b s u r d t o 
s u p p o s e t h a t t b e y a r e p r o d u c e d b y s p i r i t u a l a g e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e y a d m i t o f c s p l s -
B a t i o n 0 0 a b y p o t l i e s i s i a s c o o r d a n c s w i H i t b e i n o w a l a w s a n d c o u s t i t u t i o u o f t h s h u -
Sim suBd. 
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AKSWEH.—This objection underlies, in one form or otlior a very large proportion of 
tlie lionest snaptioiam of tlie ngo with rcspcot to the ti'uth of the spiritual hypothesis. 
Tlie candid inquirer should over bear in mind that the hypothesis of the spiritualiata 
is essentially distinct from the facts whi'-h Beamingly warrant it. The facta are prored 
by tho testimony of the senses, hut the souses are wholly unable to prove the truth of 
the hypothesis. Tho facts may be true, and yet tlie hypothesis be wrong. A clear 
understanding of the nature of the facts, and also of tliat of tho hypotlieais will mako 
this perfectly plain to eren the dullest understanding. When people are sitting round 
» table, or round anything else, forming what is called a spiritual eirclc, with the inten-
tion of evoking spiritual phenomena, raps are heard, and those raps symbolise words 
and sentences, whieh said words and sentences arc found to bo pertinent answers to 
the questions asked. Sometimes the oommunioation is given by the table, chair, or 
other instrument used tipping up at one side, or at one end, when tho letters forming 
the communication are either pronounced by tho voice, or pointed at on a card. Some-
times the hand of the medium is influenced to wrifo, and the alleged spiritual commu-
muiiications are then writfon out through the hand. Sometimes the letters of tha 
communication arc denoted by taps made upon the person of some member of the, 
circle, and sometimes these taps arc made in succession on the persons of several of 
the parties present in the room. W e have had these taps, made upon one of our knees -
and also \ipon one of the buttons upon our shirt front. W e felt them in tho one case 
and heard them in the other plainly and dbtinetly, and believed that they were sym-
bolical of thought and iQtelligenco. Spirit pnjsencc and power become manifested in 
a great variety of other ways, whieh need not be enumerated, as tho 
foregoing is suIEcieiit to give tho reader a clear understanding of the naturo 
of the facts which have to be accounted for. The hypothesis adopted 
by I he Spiritualists and which thoy conceive to be absolutely iiccessary in 
order to account for them is—that tlie phenomena aro prodnced by Supia-
mundane agents, who adopt these means of conversing wifli men in the flesli, appa-
rently for the purpose of convincing mortals of tho certainty of a future life, or per-
haps for other purposes not Itnown to man. All Spiritualists adopt this hypothesis iii 
one shape or another. The reader will perceive that it is one of those general 
propositions which may be heartily embrac^ fay peraona who differ widely from eaoli 
other in regard to a multitude of cognate and associated facts and opinions. Ilenca 
some of the Spiritualists believe that the allegcd|manlfestatiou3 aro produced by diabolic 
action, that is, that the spirits who communicate are devils; while others [assert that 
" Spiritual manifestations " come from the real action of the spirits of the dead. Tha 
latter is tho prevailing belief, and the one which appears to us to be sustained by an 
overwhelming mass of evidence. There are Heathen Spiritualists, and Christian 
Spiritualists, and Infidel Spiritualists, each of whom interpret facts in tho light of 
their own predominant theoretical opinions. They are all, however, agreed aa to the 
truth of the general proposition whicli attributes the phenomena of Spiritualism to 
Spiritual Agency. It b against that proposition that the objection we arc considering 
is levelled. W e say that the rapa heard at circle meetings are produced by spirits ; 
the objector says that they aro explicable upon well known psychological principles. 
Well what is psycliology ? Simply soul-knowledge. But what knowledge have we of 
the faculties of the soul which would enable us to say that the soul can, or tliat tho soul 
does make raps upon furniture? Come forth ye wise men of tho world—ye news-
paper scribblers, writers of shallow icvicws, spiritual paralytics, and revilers of tha 
spiritual world generally ; rub up your metaphysics j wado through the ponderous tomes 
of Locke, and Keld, and Brown •, search tho volumes of Cudworth, Stewart, Hnme, 
Clarke, Butler, and scores of other metaphysical writers i add to the knowledge 
acquired from reading your own experience, and then show us how human souls can 
produce raps upon a table, without being conscious of the action, and without employ-
ill" any material apparatus. W e ask for one solitary experimontal proof of tho cardi-
n g fact which is taken for granted by the objector, and we hold that until that proof 
be furnished, the objection is valueless. I f tho soul can produce rappinge, whilst it 
forms a portion of what is called a spiritual circle, why aro such circles often fruitless 
of results ? W)iy are there any failures ? Why do tho very same souls which, accord-
ing to the objection, make the rappings en one occasion, fail altogether to make them on 
anothci' ? On theJiypotlie5is|that rappings are p r o d u c t by spiritual intelligences, over 
whom the members of the circle have no direct and irresistible control, circle-failures 
are every way explicable; but, on the liypotliesis assumed by the objector, these failures 
aro most mysterious, and cannnot be accounted for. Henee tho objector by seeking to 
get rid of one mystery plunges into another a thousand times greater. 
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