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society, and «W whatever was beyond the sphere of tangibility and analysis was only treated with derision. And
it was with a view (among other things) of dissipating these most destructive and equally unstable notions, that
The Astrologer was first undertaken. We were indignant at the arrogance of that paltry philosophy which
scorned all credence in the mystic truths that baffle our capacity for investigation, and, from their very immensity,
defy association with the more common-place data of science ; we were disgusted With the insolence with which
th'?2 , '’ -wisdom spurned the mysteries of a nobler world, while at the same time it stood confounded before the
germination of an apple-pippin. We assented with enthusiasm to that observation of a profound
.inker, that “the very force which sets a dock in motion is the hand of God;” we resolved to raise our voice
a; thu  isy clamour of the rationalists, and to display, as much aB such a task lay within the power of an
indivxiu”. -jic frivolity and shallow assumption of such icy dogmas. Thus we have gained, as it were, enlargement
of mental speculations from the very confinement and compression of the views entertained by these sceptics ; we
have culled pleasures from this lowliness of spirit in many of our fellow*creatures, in the same manner as Pindar is
reported to have received nourishment from a Twarm of bees when he was a mere child, and abandoned to
starvation upon the mountains of Boeotia™To inculcate these creeds of intellectual freedom™ of divine beauty, and
of exalted truth, among our readers, and to-diseeminate them by extension among mankind at large, have formed
the plan upon which we have proceeded; <o withdraw their minds from such cramped schools of cultivation, and
to evolve before their enraptured gaze the s;lendg«rs of an unseen realm, were the rewards which we pictured to
ourself as the consequences of eur undertaking, that such endeavours and such anticipations of success have been
far from futile or visionary, is testified in numerous letters now in our possession, acknowledging, in the most
fervent manner, the efficacy of our theories. We would have our previous accomplishments, however, regarded
merely as a preliminary, and would wish the first volume of The Astrologer to be considered simply in the light
of a precursor, and as the earnest of more strenuous exertions to scatter a love for the beautiful and good among
our fellow-men. Far from these endeavours proving injurious to the cause of substantial erudition—far from their
entering a pernicious rivalry with the absolute realities of science—they actually tend to an enlargement of thesC
very sciences themselves, while they elucidate subjects not within the scope of the materialist and the Utilitarian.
As to any direct exposition of the truth of Astrology, we conceive that the contents of the present volume
constitute an ample evidence of its accuracy, as well as of its magnificence ; and on that ground any advocacy of
its principle would, in this place, be more than superfluous. It is, moreover, needless to remark that a publication
which affords gratuitous assistance, in the solution of horary questions, to all who are embarrassed as to the course
they should adopt in any complication of their affairs, must be a boon of inestimable value to all classes of the
community. Animated with cordial sentiments of obligation for the past and good-will for the future, the
Astrologer submits the first portion of his work to the perusal of the public, with a hope that its spirit may
fructify in the minds of his readers—to each of whom, individually, he begs leave to utter a grateful fareWfll,
until, by the completion of another volume, he be again summoned from his seclusion.

London, August 6,1845.
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