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6 Proccedings of American Society for Psychical Research.

have employed the term * subliminal ” to describe the group
and to name, in many cases, a group that includes more than
the normal and covers much that mightbe called supernormal.
The more exact meaning of these various terms will come up
for examination, but they are essentially meant to define a
group of mental phenomena that completely simulate the
nature of conscious facts and yet are not within the direct
ken of that consciousness which was long supposed to ex-
haust the activity of mind. How far they coincide and how
far they involve different implications will not at present be
the subject of consideration, For the present they are sim-
ply synonymous in their fundamental meaning. Their rela-
tion to the metaphysical controversies of the past and the
problem of the supernormal and survival after death can be
examined only after we have seen what those problems were.

Dr. Morton Prince distinguishes between “alternating
perscnalities ” and the “subconscious”, and also expresses
the same distinction by distinguishing between the “ subcon-
scious ” and the “ coconscious.” He calls attention to the
popular use of the term “ subconscious ” which is made to
cover the personalities that succeed each other and those that
are simultaneous. He thinks there is a radical difference be-
tween them and wishes to call the subliminal processes that
persist paralle] with the normal consciousness and simultane-
ous with it a “co-consciousness” and thus distinguishes it
from the alternating personalities, He bows, however, to
general usage and insists on limiting the subconscious in or-
der to determine its true meaning, In point of content and
superficial appearances this distinction may be correct, but
in point of function I am not sure that it is warranted. In
too many cases the  coconsciousness "’ shows the same limi-
tations as the alternating personalities and it may differ only
in having its amnesia less apparent.

It was the direct or implied attack on the older psychology
that gave this new view of the complex nature of personality
its chief interest. As a mere fact it would hardly have ex-
cited so much consideration from the philosophic and theo-
logical side. Philosophy and theology were inseparably
bound uvp with the older conception of consciousness which
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was supposed to have a unity that the notion of the subcon-
scious seemed to dispute, and hence in the hands of the ma-
terialistic school the conception of personality, as illustrated
in abnormal mental phenomena, afforded a controversial
weapon of great importance against traditional views. To
make this matter clear we must pass in review, briefly per-
haps, the ideas that created the situation which we have in
mind.

Medi®val philosophy and psychology were saturated
with the idea of the unity of the soul and the unity of con-
sciousness, the latter being taken as the evidence of the
former and the former as evidence of immortality. Theol-
ogy was the subject to which both philosophy and psychol-
ogy were ancillary and it required a belief in immortality as
the condition of its existence. But how did this come about?
How did men come to insist so stringently on the unity of
the soul and of consciousness?

The answer to this question will have to be sought in the
contingencies of the controversy with Epicurean materialism,
It was again, as perhaps in all of our philosophical problems,
the Greeks that laid the foundations for the assumptions
which affect us wherever we have been influenced by their
culture, Other nations are not so dependent on these real or
apparently primary conceptions. But the direct relation of
Christianity to the materialistic culture against which it was
a reaction gave the cue to the mode of conception which
should prevail in the philosophic controversies affected. Its
interest lay in asserting the unity of the soul as a condition
of its permanence and survival of bodity death. But it would
not have had this interest had it not been for the assumptions
of materialism itself. The unity of the soul and of conscious-
ness was not an invention pure and simple of Christianity
and its philosophers. It was an idea that lay at the basis of
the permanent in materialism itself. This was in its inde-
structible atom which was indivisible. The indivisible was
synonymous with unity and implied the indestructible. The
complex went with destructibility. Hence indestructibility,
indivisibility and unity were synonymous. This was brought
about in the course of the following development.
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It conceded the existence of a soul, but made it a complex
organism. It probably did not distinguish between what we
mean by consciousness and the soul, one the subject and
the other the activity of it, but it simply thought and spoke
of the soul as a complex * etherial ” or " material ” organism
and then implied or inferred its destructibility from the sup-
posed nature of all composite wholes. To it complexity and
destructibility were synonymous or convertible, or if not this,
invariably concomitant. On this assumption it inferred the
phenomenal or perishable nature of the soul. The only thing
that was not perishable was the atom or unit of matter. In-
divisibility and indestructibility were its essential attributes,
Whether consciousness might attach to the elements was a
question that this schoo! did not raise and with its tendencies
to the denial of survival it had no interest in raising such a
question.

Greek civilization ended with the prevalence of the mate-
rialistic philosophy among nearly all refiective intellects.
Omnly the Neo-Platonists even pretended to keep up a tradi-
tion or conception of anti-tnaterialistic doctrines, and even
this school was not clear enough for the common mind to
see in it any source of refuge for its religious ideals and was
either overwhelmed by materialism or sought its salvation in
another direction than either school.

It is extremely interesting to note that Christianity, in its
first stages of development, did not attack the philosophy of
materialism. Indeed its votaries were not able to do so.
They were not philosophers. They were peasants or fisher-
men. They did not try to attach consciousness to the atom
and apply an ad hominem argument of unimpeachable force to
the materialist. Tertullian did this later. But at first there
was no attempt to make immortality depend on 2 philosophy
or inference from the nature of the soul, whether simple or
compound. Its whole method was an appeal to a real or an
alleged fact, the resurrection of Christ. Its position was
scientific, not metaphysical. It raised no questions about the
nature of the soul, whether it was the complex “ etherial ”
organism of the Epicureans or the simple atom of Tertullian.
It was a plain appeal to facts. The Epicurean had no
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eeidence in fact that his etherial organism perished with its
separation from the physical body. He only inferred that it
did so from the assumption that it was complex. He had
the evidence of the senses that the physical body dissolved
or perished and he mistook this fact for a necessity of com-
position. Besides, supposing that the etherial organism did
of necessity perish from the fact that it was a compound, he
had no sensible evidence that it did so simultaneously with
the physical body. That had to be a matter of empirical
evidence precisely as that of the physical body which always
had some measure of duration in the order of things. What-
ever necessity of destructibility it had was limited to a
particular time in its history, and so this might be true of the
“astral” or etherial organism, so that it required evidence to
maintain that it disappeared from existence simultaneously
with the body. It might have a longer or shorter period of
survival after that crisis, and so some philosophers have
maintained for various reasons. Consequently the earlier
Christians simply appealed to a real or alleged fact to prove
that the “soul” or etherial organism did not dissolve simul-
taneously with the physical body and it could well maintain
that there would have to be some special event or conditions
inits history to dissolve it since the death of the physical body
did not effect it.

These early Christians did not actually analyze their prob-
lem in this way. They simply appealed to facts regardless of
the question whether they were or were not consistent with
the postulates of materialism. All that they assertedwas that
this “soul * survived and it did not make any difference to
them how it did so or whether it refuted a philosophy or not.
It was enough for them to refute the belief or assertion of fact
which the materialist made. But the age of miracles soon
disappeared and with it the facts, or attention to the facts, on
which survival had originally been based. As soon as Chris-
tianity stopped appealing to facts for its doctrine it had to re-
vert to a philosophy and in doing so it partly adopted and
partly rejected the ideas of materialism. It denied the sole
existence of atoms and affirmed the existence of spirit. It
accepted the assumption that complex organisms necessarily



12 Proceedings of American Society for Psychical Rescarch.

perished and, to save the indestructibility of spirit, it carried
over into its metaphysics the postulates by which the Epicu-
reans obtained the indestructibility of the atom. It made the
soul indivisible. It recognized two orders of reality in the
material world, just as the materialist did, simple and complex
matter. Complex orgamisms were perishable, simple ele-
ments were not, at least per s, and could become so only by
the special act of the Divine: for the Chrstian philosophy
took the logical advantage of asserting that the very atoms
were created as well as organisms. But, to maintain the
immortality of the soul, it remained by the conception which
the materialist took of the atom and made spirit indivisible.
The physicist had said that to divide 2 thing was to destroy
it, so that destructibility and divisibility were one and the
same thing, or mutually implicative. Hence to save the im-
mortality of the soul, or to explain the facts, either way you
choose to regard it, Christian philosophy set up the indivisi-
bility of the soul, and chose the term unity to express the
same idea.

Christianity ruled eighteen or more centuries with its
philosophy, the central conception of which was spirit,
whether of God or man. Its explanatory agent was the
Divine and its ethical, the human spirit. The whole, central
interest which it urged was the immortality of the soul, and
the unity of this agent was the condition of its doctrine. It
felt that its whole fabric disappeared if the soul should be
conceived as a complex organism or as the mere function of a
complex organism. There was no challenge of its position
until materialism and empirical psychology arose again. It
was safely ensconced in the doctrine of the unity of the soul
which no one disputed, or disputed only to advocate a ma-
terialistic theory of things,

In the process of this history there arose a complication
which did not affect it at first. I mean the relation of the
terms “consciousness” and “soul”. The soul was all along
supposed to be the thing or subject that existed to account
for consciousness and that survived, The primary interest
centered in it and its conception in order to determine its
survival. It did not matter what relation consciousness had















The Subconscions and Its Functions, 17

where we had to recognize facts apparently opposed toit. 1In
its transcendental meaning, which was an abstraction of par-
ticulars, it might be true, and yet the particulars seem to rep-
resent a plurality that seemed to conflict with the unity.
That is the whole case with the metaphysical problem in this
connection, and science may well accord it freedom to pursue
its reflections, while science accumulates and describes its
facts as it pleases. But science will nevertheless always ap-
pear to dispute the philosophic doctrine as long as it describes
its facts in terms as opposed to those of metaphysics. This is
the reason that recent progress—calling the period since
Kant recent—and especially in psychiatry on its psychological
side, has run counter to the scholastic theories of conscious-
ness.

The hint of this tendency was in the discovery of mental
actions that introspective consciousness did not notice. It
may seem strange to admit or assert the existence of facts
which consciousness could not discovet, but | was careful to
mention “introspective ” consciousneds, and meant that, as
we do in other ficlds, we may infer the existence of facts not
immediately present to the mind. Of the existence of mental
functions of this kind Hamilton puts it well when he says:
* They are not in themselves revealed to consciousness, but
as certain facts of consciousness necessarily suppose them to
exist, and to exert an influence in the mental processes, we
are thus constrained to admit, as modifications of mind, what
are not in themselves phenomena of consciousness.” That is
the whole matter in the issue of determining their existence
as facts, in so far as method is concerned, Apparently it was
Leibnitz that first noted them, Hamilton so regards his doc-
trine of * obscure ideas ", “ obscure representations’, “in-
sensible perceptions ”, etc. Hamilton develops the idea in
his * latent modifications of consciousness ”, or perhaps more
accurately “latent modifications of mind ”. But about the
same time Schopenhauer was developing a philosophy which
recognized the unconscious as an important factor and he was
followed by Von Hartmann who seemed unable to suppose
there was anything else in mind than unconscious activities.
In the realm of physiology Carpenter had talked glibly of
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* unconscious cerebration ” and reserved for the basis of mind
only the wsil, French writers innumerable sprang up with
cases in which the “ subconscious ” described the source of
the phenomena, They employed the term “ secondary per-
sonality " in distinction from the primary or normal person-
ality to nmame the organized forms of this subconscious.
Then came the English Society or Mr. Myers and others with
the term subliminal to cover the same field and perhaps more.
In all of this there were phenomena that were undoubtedly
mental and yet not directly attested by introspective con-
sciousness, The cleavage between them and what the normal
consciousness knew seemed to be as distinct as between two -
different persons or living organisms. In this way the prov-
ince of mind seemed to be divided into two separate fields.
Whatever might be said of consciousness strictly defined, the
mind seemed complex or its activities complex in the sense
that the same type of mental activities could go on in the
mind unnoticed that went on noticed, and the “ empirical "
psychologist seemed justified in the contention that conscious-
ness as a name for mental activities was not simple or uni-
tary, and the battle with the older spiritualism was on.

This is a brief history of the influences which play around
the problems of psychology, philosophy and religion. The
attempt to defend the theological conception by the nature of
consciousness and the soul was a survival of ancient modes of
thought and perhaps we can never wholly escape so consid-
eting the problem. But to discuss the question of survival,
whether for or against, from the standpoint of the nature of
the phenomena whether simple or complex, is to abandon the
scientific point of view, and the empiricists have been as
guilty of evasion here as any philosophers whom they have
ridicuted. The question of the unity of consciousness is an
interesting and perhaps important problem, but it can never
predetermine a matter of fact. It makes no difference
whether consciousness is unitary or complex, a simple func-
tion or a “ colonial ” plexus of them, the question of its sur-
vival must be decided by matters of fact. If we insist that in
order to survive death the soul must be simple and indivisible,
then we must fear every fact which tends to prove it com-
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plex. If we recognize that its survival does not depend on its
simplicity, we shall not be afraid of any facts whatever that
tend to show it is complex. Hence we may proceed on our
investigation and let completely alone all the traditional and
speculative theories of it. In education we cannot thus cut
ourselves loose from tradition, but in deciding a matter of
fact we may wholly ignore it.

We are now prepared to go more directly into the subject
of the subconscious processes of the mind and to try to under-
stand their relation to the processes which we more directly
know. We shall come to the examination of the view of Mr.
Myers and those who ascribe supernormal powers to them
and examine their views separately, tho perhaps before we
undertake the critical determination of their nature and the
extent of our knowledge of them some general notion by way
of definition will be necessary. Of course, the definition
varies somewhat with the views taken of the subconscious by
different writers, but not in any respect affecting the prelim-
inary understanding of the problem before us. The concep-
tion of Mr. Myers and his sympathizers is much wider than
the one entertained by students of abnormal psychology gen-
erally, but it comprises the latter. In both schools the terms
define mental pfocesses that lie outside the immediate ken of
normal consciousness, That is, the general definition will
satisfy the present discussion until we have advanced further
into it. KFrom this I shalt distinguish secondary personality
as an organized form of the subconscious. Usually where we
discover isolated instances of the subconscious it does not im-
personate or show the highly organized form of subliminal
mental states that simulate a distinct person. They are spo-
radic and casual, as it were. But secondary personality re-
sembles the primary personality or normal consciousness in
all its characteristics and differs from it only in not being
accessible to the direct inspection and memory of the normal
consciousness. If it were the only manifestation of the in-
dividual mind in any special case we should take it for the
normal, so completely simulative of it is secondary person-
ality in its laws and actions. The only fact that would ever
enable an outside observer to discover it would be either the
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difference of adjustment with environment that it often
shows, as compared with the normal, or the disavowal of all
knowledge of it by the subject of it.

The Ansel Bourne case is a good illustration of what I
here have in mind. It is outlined later (Ci. p. 87 f.). This
man, in his secondary state, kept a junk shop and was sup-
posed by every one who dealt with him and by the host with
whom he lived to be a normal man. But as soon as he re-
covered his normal personality, even the physician was de-
cided on sending him to an insane asylum and only the sug-
gestion of the physician’s wife led to a telegram to the man
that Mr. Bourne mentioned as his nephew, and he was then
found to be in a normal condition instead of insane! ‘Those
who knew him had naturally enough to judge of him in rela-
tion to the behavior which he manifested while carrying on
his business. This new condition showed no rational adapta-
tion to the environment in which he had lived and in which
he had correctly adjusted himself subconsciousiy all the
while.

The “subconscious” and its congeners must be defined
with relation to consciousness, as they are supposed to be
distinguished from it by the prefix modifications. They will
at least be to some extent the negative of it,'in so far as dis-
tinguished from it, and can be made positive only by specify-
ing the content that makes them so. But in no case can we
even assign them an intelligible meaning without first know-
ing what we mean by “ consciousness” from which we dis-
tinguish them, and right here begins a more confusing prob-
lem than we have been accustomed to consider. Nearly all
writers assume that the meaning of “ consciousness ” is clear,
and in ordinary untechnical conversation it is perhaps clear.
But in scientific and philosophic parlance it is not clear
enough to determine the exact deductions in all cases. This
is not because it cannot be made clear for the definite area in
which its several meanings apply, but because it has several
different meanings which make it vary in compass rather than
in specific differences. The negative of one of them would
not be the same as the negative of the other, so that the am-

i1
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biguities of the term “ subconsciousness ™ and of its congeners
would be correspondingly embarrassing.

Definition of Consciousness.

I am not going here to undertake a technical definition of
consciousness. It may be needed, but such a definition
would have to be given, as Sir William Hamilton has re-
marked, at the end of our investigations rather than at the
beginning of them. Besides it is probable that a technical
account of it would be couched in terms that would be much
more unintelligible than the simple term itself. Nor will it
be easy to give any definite account of it, owing to the ex-
tremely indeterminate range of the phenomena to which com-
mon currency has applied it. For practical purposes the
meaning of the term is perfectly clear. It denotes simply
our waking state. But the scientific view desires to delimit
it more carefully and then gets into difficulty by the endeavor
to illustrate in detail its nature and limits. The common use
of it is most abstract and means to denote only the most
general function of self-knowledge. But the scientific con-
ception wishes at the same time to define it by all its concrete
contents. I shall have to pay some deference to this last de-
mand.

The first thing which I must emphasize, however, is the
fact that I shall not try to tell what the nature of conscious-
ness is in any metaphysical sense. ‘That 1s a problem, not the
beginning of the solution of one. It is frequent to find it re-
garded by certain classes of thinkers, whether consciously
stated or merely subsumed in their mode of discussion, as a
mode of motion. If we could speak and think of it as a mode
of motion with the differentia that it is cognitive as distinet
from mechanical motion, we might have a metaphysical defi-
nition of it. But we have no assurance whatever in facts that
it is a mode of motion. For all that [ know it may be such.
But I do not know and I do not care whether it be so or not.
My mind is entirely open for any determination of its meta-
physical nature, especially as I maintain our entire ignorance
as to what it is in terms of any definition in kind. Nor is any
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terms often seem to run into each other, so that we shall be
obliged to take this into account in our examination of the
problem.

It may be contended that we cannot distinguish really be-
tween consciousness and self-consciousness. This was un-
doubtedly the position of ancient thought, and in the careful
examination of our mental states it may seem to be the
proper way to view the matter now. Thus, what would any
mentzl state be of which we were not aware? Would a sen-
sation be a sensation unless we were aware or conscious of
it? We might not know that it was to be discriminated from
other states, but to feel it is to be aware of it, and if we are
not aware of it we can hardly call it a sensation. 1 do not
mean that we must be aware that it is a sensation, as distinct
from memory, in order to be aware of the fact of a state other
than sensorial quietness. But I mean that we may be aware
or conscious of 3 fact without determining its relation to
other states. In other words we may be aware of something
which is a sensation without being aware that it is a sensa-
tion and to be aware of the fact that it is a sensation, as dis-
tinct from other states, may be a different act, tho the two
may be essentially alike at the same time. To me the differ-
ence is largely of range and discrimination and not of func-
tion. That is to say, for many, to be aware of a sensation, a
memory, an emotion, an act of will, 15 not essentially different
from being aware that they are these acts and the latter only
carries distinction into its meaning, where the other implies
it but does not directly indicate it in the form of expression,

I have a good deal of sympathy with this position that
consciousness and self-consciousness are the same in mean-
ing. The only way to distinguish between them is to make
self-consciousness apply only to those particular occasions in
which we think directly of the self or subject of the states.
This position means to distinguish between being aware of a
sensation and being aware that it is a function or phenome-
non of a subject. There is a distinction here, but I think it
is not one of great importance. Tt is not 2 distinction of kind
between the mental acts of awareness, but only of the abject
or nature of the object in each case, The tendency of the
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concession to a terminology already in existence and well
understoad, tho I shall use the latter set interchangeably with
them. I shall not impose upon scientific usage any new and
unwieldly terminclogy in this field, farther than to discuss
the conception of Mr. Myers as predetermined by his analogy
of the spectrum. All that [ shall endeavor to do with it is to
make clear the distinctions implied by his conception and
analogy and then proceed to discuss the facts in the light ci
what seems to me to be a more accurate account of the .
In the meantime, however, the spectrum analogy forces us (o
make clear the radical difference between subliminal proc-
esses or facts that are more or less identical with normal
processes and supernormal processes that imply independent
sources of knowledge, and this can be done only by carrying
out that analogy to its full implications, ] have indicated
this in the terms and distinctions implied by subliminal, col-
liminal, and supra-colliminal phenomena.

This scheme limits the use of the term * subliminal!” to
the facts lying below the limits of consciousness but yet de-
rived by the same processes, namely, sense stimuli. It
has no touch of the supernormal in its phenomena. It
may include as much as you please lying below the assigned
limit, the threshold X, but it cannot incorporate anything
lying beyond the upper limit or terminus Y. The colliminal
is convertible with Mr. Myers’s use of the term supraliminal
and covers normal consciousness, all that we are directly and
introspectively aware of, whether of sensations or mental
states. The supra-colliminal is the superconscious, the tran-
scendental mental states, the transterminal phenomena, if
such there be at all. They imply extraorganic stimuli of a
supersensible type, while the subliminal and colliminal imply
stimuli, whether of extraorganic or an intraorganic type. of
a subsensible character for one and a sensible character for
the other.

It will be apparent that Mr. Myers’s conception plays fast
and loose between two extremes. He has unmistakable
evidence for mental functions organic to the subject and oc-
cupied with stimuli and phenomena allied to normal life.
The data of the subconscious life, as so defined, are derived

Lt
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through sensory channels and not transcendentally. But
supernormal phenomena do not claim such a source. Telep-
athy, telesthesia, mediumistic phenomena have an extrane-
ous origin that is wholly distinct from the origin of the ordi-
narily subconscious facts. The only point in common with
the supermormal, or of the supernormal with the subcon-
scious, as usually conceived, is the absence of normal con-
sciousness in their origin. That is not sufficient for deter-
mining their source. What Mr, Myers and those who agree
with him should have seen is that evidence is required to
prove that the source is as claimed. It was easy enough to
assure us that the source was not the same as in normal con-
sciousness, but this is not sufficient ground to identify the
source with the subliminal as the agent in the ordinary sub-
conscious phenomena. What Mr, Myers and all others ac-
cepting his view of the subliminal do is to adduce the ordinary
evidence for a2 subliminal or subconscious and then explain
by the same function facts which cannot be classified with
that evidence at all. Besides this they have confused the
subconscious as a functional agent with the phenomena that
show distinct characteristics: or to express it otherwise, they
have confused the subliminal as a source and as 2 medium, as-
suming it to be a source where it may be only a medium or
organ for the transmission of influences. It can hardly be
both the source and the transmitter of the supernormal.

The confusion on these matters rises from the habit of
distinguishing between the normal consciousness and the
subconscious on the ground of differences in adjustment to
environment and not following this principle when dealing
with the supernormal. The distinction drawn between the
supernormal and both the normal and the subliminal is in
contents of knowledge, and these contents are taken as the
evidence of the difference, while the difference between the
normal and the subliminal is supposed to be, or allowed to be
supposed to be, a difference of function. In this way the
mind comes to believe that the subliminal represents differ-
ent functions from the normal because its content of thought
is inconsistent with rational adaptation to the present envi-
sonment, and the same with the supernormal, Hence while
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drawing our distinction in contents we carry, or tend to carry,
with it a distinction of function which may not be true at ail.
But if we make environment or stimulus the basis of the dis-
tinction, the unity of the mind will become clear and the
problem resolve itself into a much simpler one,

Now having made my distinctions by a technical termin-
ology to show the distinct phenomena which we have to ex-
plain, and all to define the situation in terms of the analogy
of the spectrum upon which Mr, Myers constructs his scheme,
let me take up the problem from what I think a more cor-
rect way of viewing it. 1 deem the analogy of the spectrum
misleading and in saying this I am not saying anything which
Mr. Myers would not admit. He does in fact admit it. He
was quite conscious of the limitations which this analogy had
in defining the facts. He was pressing, however, a figurative
conception which undoubtedly has its truth and value for
bringing out clearly certain features of the phenomena. But
when the analogy is invoked to explain more than the most
elementary resemblances it fails and causes confusion. It
might well serve for a representation of the true state of
things if we had no reason to consider the upper threshold
or the supernormal beyond it. If we meant to define only the
subconscious and conscious by it, limiting the subliminal to
what is below the threshold there would be no difficulty in
carrying out the analogy. But it is because there is so wide
a difference between the ordinary subconscious and the su-
perconscious that we find it failing us when we try to refer
the subliminal and the supernormal, or at least phenomena
that are not explicable by normal experience, to the same
source, 50 that we find ourselves involved in equivocations of
a very serious type.

Definition of the Subconscious.

In undertaking a definition of the subconscious or sub-
liminal I am not forgetful that no complete definition of any
field of this kind can be made until we are at the end of our
investigations, and certain it is that we know too little at
present of the subconscious to claim any such amount of in-
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formation as would make any definition more than very gen-
eral, In the first place, the scope of the phenomena to which
it applies is not determined. I have already alluded to the
fact that some include in it the functions of organic life, like
circulation, respiration, digestion, secretion, etc. These are
not mental phenomena and yet many writers refer them to
the subconscious agencies of the soul. These are the organic
reflexes. Whether they should be included in this general
term I shall not undertake to say. It makes no difference to
the problem before us, tho I should prefer, for the sake of
clearness, to limit it to mental functions not manifested in
normal consciousness. But I shall waive that preference, and
leave to each person the determination of his own view in
that matter.

The first circumstance in the definition is the fact that the
conception is primarily negative. It must be wholly deter-
mined by its relation to normal consciousness. If we strictly
limit the meaning of normal consciousness, all that we can
say of the subliminal or subconscious is that it is not this, that
it is not consciousness, meaning by the latter the normal and
self-consciousness previously defined. In this view, strictly
construed, the subliminal would have none of the character-
istics of normal intelligence. They might be anything, cere-
bral or mental, if mental there could be beyond normal con-
sciousness, If we took the Cartesian position that all phe-
nomena were divisible into physical and mental, with exten-
sion and motion the essential properties of matter without
any accompaniment of consciousness, and the essential func-
tions of mind being consciousness without any accompani-
ment of motion and extension, excluding even unconscious
mental processes, the meaning of subconscious would be
clear. It would be convertible with some sort of physical
phenomena, and that is the view held by many physiologists,
especially the materialistic type which regards even normal
consciousness as a function of the brain. But there is no
disposition in the present day to take so restricted a concep-
tion of either mind or matter, The refinements of matter
have taken the human mind into such supersensible fields
that the old lines of demarcation no longer exist. The boun-
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daries between the two worlds tend to merge into each other,
On the other hand, the phenomena which are classified as
subliminal so lie on the margin of the physical that they con-
stitute a sort of link between the two territories. That state
of mind has to be reckoned with in our definitions. We have
possibly to admit functions which are neither material nor
mental in the old Cartesian sense of those terms, but which
may be either, according to the problems we have to solve.
But in any case the first conception of the subconscious must
be negative. It may not always remain without positive de-
terminations, but it must be excluded from the conscious as
that is strictly defined and made clear.

One particular reason for this is the fact that normal con-
sciousness must be the criterion of intelligibility in every-
thing. The facts that we know best and by which we have
to make everything else intelligible are normal experience,
and this is true even when we have to represent things as the
negative of this experience. I do not mean that we have to
explain everything in ferms of consciousness. I do not press
subjective idealism to that extent. I mean that conscious ex-
perience is the agent in rendering phenomena intelligible.
It is not necessary that facts should all take the form and
contents of mental states in order to be understood, but nor-
mal mental states must be the court of judgment regarding
all facts and they will be intelligible only when they conform
to the experiences which come to that tribunal. It is normal
consciousness that determines how all facts shall be viewed
and in what relations they are to be understood. We must
explain 2} facts in accordance with the standards which that
court determines, and in so far as those facts are not ex-
pressible in terms of this conscious experience they remain
as problems and partake in a negative characteristic. ‘The
subconscious is one field thus subordinate to the normal. It
is perhaps more so than even physical facts. The latter,
physical facts, give us direct data in sense perception, the
former, subconscious phenomena as known, are data in
some form of sense perception, but usually not ocur own and
50 not introspective, and are largely inferrible rather than
direct. That is to say, their mental characteristic is inferred
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are not traceable to feeble stimuli of any kind. The thresh-
old thus becomes the distinctive mark of the limits between
the normal and all that lies outside of it. He then goes on
to merge into the subliminal all sorts of superior faculties and
makes it wider in its functional meaning than the normal
consciousness. ‘This latter he makes but a small part of our
real mental nature, the subliminal exhibiting a wider range of
meaning and action. The normal consciousness is but a
small part of this more comprehensive aspect of our nature.
But I am going to controvert this position at its inception.
To me it is not the threshold that is the most significant
thing, but anesthesia, the suspension or displacement of sensibility.
The two phenomena have a certain relation to each other,
The threshold marks the point where sensibility begins, but
it does not describe the phenomena indicated by the fact of
anzsthesia. In studying the subliminal we are not so much
interested in where consciousness begins as what marks its
suspension. It was Karl du Prel that called attention to this
phenomenon and its special significance to psychic research.
Anmzsthesia, of course, was known before and independently
of that author, but, so far as I know, he was the first to em-
phasize its relation to psychic phenomena. Normal and ex-
perimental psychology have laid the stress on the threshold,
and this not to determine the nature and range of the sub-
liminal, but to mark the range of the supraliminal. Anazs-
thesta is the mark of abnormal conditions and might be called
the counterpart of the threshold. It is the phenomenon
which terminates normal sensibility and often normal con-
sciousness. The subconscious activities continue in the midst
of this anesthesia or the displacement of sensibility. The
threshold and its colliminal states are eradicated or sus-
pended. The subject is normally unaware of anything which
he ordinarily recognizes. His normal consciousness is no
more, so to speak. But the best way to express this is to say
that the subject is not conscious of his body and the physical
world. He is not aware of any other world, so far as intro-
spective self-consciousness is concerned, as that is suspended.
I have identified the normal consciousness with self-con-
sciousness and here I may define it in its relation to asthesia



The Subconscious and Is Functions. 59

as physical consciousness. 1 do not mean by this unfortunate
expression that the consciousness is physical, but that it is of
the physical. I would prefer to call it sensory consciousness,
as the physical world, bodily and extrabodily, is the object
of sense perception, and when anasthesia or the displacement
of sensibility occurs the physical world is non est, or non-
existent, for consciousness, Hence anaesthesia is the mark
of its disappearance to the mind.

Just what the suspension of sensibility means we do not
know. That is, what the process is that brings it about is
unknown. But its main characteristic, when it is present, is
the absence of any knowledge of external stimulus. I mean,
of course, normal knowledge of it. It seems to remain true
that stimulus can, in some cases at least, still be appreciated
by the subconscious and owing probably to organic habits the
reactions are properly co-ordinated with it. But the normal
consciousness of an external world, including the body of the
subject, is absent. What 1 have called the sensory or phy-
sical consciousness is suspended. That is about all we know
about it. The whole area of this consciousness, Myers’s spec-
trum, is wiped out at the threshold.

The great significance of this phenomenon is its explana-
tton, if explanation we call it, of several factors in the mental
life. The first is sleep, the second alternating and multiple per-
sonality, and the third is amnesia in old age. There may be a
number of other states which are connected with it, but there
is not the clear evidence of this as yet. Indeed we cannot
dogmatize about the fixity of the relation between anzsthe-
sia and the phenomena which I have mentioned. I am here
stating only an empirical relation of a more or less uniform
character and the connection between hitherto widely sep-
arated facts to show the possibilities of anasthesia as an im-
portant fact in ascertaining the nature and limitations of con-
sciousness. But there may be various other phenomena in
the production of which anasthesia is an important fact, It
is quite possible that we shall ultimately discover that all am-
nesia is in some way connected with an®sthesia of some kind.
We know that anasthesia varies in locality and degree in the
human body and there is no fixed area for its occurrence, It
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is also a very frequent phenomenon in mediumistic perform-
ances, always in the trance conditions of those affairs, The
evidence is not complete that anasthesia and amnesia are so
closely connected as to suggest a causal relation, but they
are so often associated in this manner as to suggest it and
certainly to indicate that they are both intimately related in
some way to the same cause, if that is not anasthesia. But
this is a question which we can neither settle here nor take
for settled. We must remain content with pointing to the
facts which closely associate them in very critical cases, It
is amnesia more than anzsthesia that serves as the criterion
of secondary personality, and if it were not that this amnesia
is so generally associated with an®sthesia we should prob-
ably not discover so easily the existence of subconscious per-
sonality. It is the failure to remember what goes on when
anxsthesia occurs that brings out the existence of mental
states which the anzsthesia seems to have initiated. Hence,
in the study of the subliminal, both anzsthesia and amnesia
are important phenomena and as anzsthesia seems to be the
first, inttiating cause or symptom, it must serve as more or
less a criterion of the range of subliminal action and of its re-
lation to normal consciousness.

I have not defined what is meant by “ personality ” in this
discussion and it will not be necessary to give an elaborate
account of it. I have already discussed it at some length
elsewhere and shall refer readers to that for a fuller account
than I shall give here. Cf. Journal Am. 8. P. R,, Vol. II, pp.
257-272, and Proceedings Am. S, P. R,, Vol. IV, pp. 152-162,
All that 1 need remark here is that personality describes a
coherent mass of mental states extending over the whole
area of sense and reflection, with 2 memory connection and
self-conscions unity which enables us to say that they are the
experiences of the same “ person " or subject. Hence “ per-
sonality ” is a name for the stream or synthesis of mental
events that constitute a *“person”. It may be primary or
secondary. It is primary when the mental states are ac-
cessible to the normal and introspective consciousness. It is
secondary when the subconscious states are organized into
the complete semblance of 2 normal group of states. The
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subconscious states do not always represent a “ personality ”
as that is defined. They may be sporadic and disjointed, as
they appear either to an external observer or to the normal
consciousness of the subject. But when organized by asso-
ciation and selection the phenomena will seem to represent
another person than the normal one, and will appear to be as
distinet as if two physical bodies had been concerned. That
is why the group is called “ secondary personality ” while we
recognize that it is manifested in the same physical organism.
It represents the highly organized form of subconscious and
is possibly the fundamental condition for anything like sys-
tematic supernormal phenomena. But this is no part of its
definition and no part of it as a characteristic of subliminal
facts as distinct from the normal. What we wish to indicate
here is only the relation of it as a group of phenomena to the
organized mental states of normal consciousness. It repre-
sents a form of mental activity which cannot be superficially
interpreted as many laymen assume, namely, as foreign in-
telligence, tho it has all the cleavage with the normal life that
a foreign personality would have. But its contents are so
definitely domestic, 80 to speak, that we have regarded it as
a barrier to the hypothesis of supernormal information, even
tho it be associated with conditions that may be precursors or
instruments of foreign intrusions.

We may get a clue here to the inception and development
of secondary personality, Of course, secondary personality
isalways understood to be 2 phenomenon of the subconscious,
“split off ” functions of the mind, etc. But we have not
hitherto found what it is that causes this “ split off ” condi-
tion, I think it possible that we may find it in the influences
aroused or suspended between the normal and the ordinary
subconscious action.

Subconscious action is not always an abnormal phenom-
enon, We are often inclined to think so from the fact that
well developed cases of secondary personality are abnormal
But psychiatry uniformly holds to the view that secondary
personality is only a maladjustment of normal functions, and
this view is based upon the uniform existence of subcon-
stious action parallel and simultaneous with normal func-
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This is so general that Dr. Pierre Janet summarizes the
facts in the brief statement: * No sensibility, no memory:
diminished sensibility, diminished memory.”

The paradox in the phenomena is the necessity of admit-
ting that the mind is simultaneously sensible and insensible
of the same fact. But this might be explained by distin-
guishing between peripheral and internal sensibility, if that
can he evidentially sustained. That is. by supposing that
the an®sthesia may be superficial and affecting only the tact-
ual v external surface of the sensorium while the nerves dis-
trib..*ed throughout the body and internal to the periphery
may still remain sensitive and hence perceptive of stimulus.
This, of course, is conjectural. But it finds an analogy in
partial anesthesia in any particular area of the sensorium,
For instance, in the retrenchment of the field of vision
where a part of the retina remains sensitive while a part 1s in-
sensible. It is the same with anzsthesic zones in the tactual
area. And again this partial dissociation is illustrated in the
anzsthesia of one sense while another remains zsthesic.
Consequently we may suppose the deeper hiological senses
to remain zsthesic when the peripheral senses become an-
msthesic, and if we can ever get evidence of this the hypoth-
esis would be proved. In the meantime we have only the
analogies above mentioned to support its possibility.

There are phenomena that seem to indicate that memory
and sensibility are not so closely or uniformly associated as
the hypothesis assumes. For instance, the phenomena of
retrograde and anterograde amnesia show it. A shock will

the memory probably clearly enough, but the normal conscionsness not hav-
ing the normal stimulus and hence having been mote or less anxsthesic in
the semi-trance condition or sleep, there is no basis for normal memory ta
depend upon. The quick retirement of the mental state into oblivion is
due to the amount of anmsthesia present and thus to the natural cleavage
between the subconscious and the normal consciousness.

‘This phenomenon also tends to prove that the subliminal is the vehicle
for all messages transmitted from the oputside and that the stimuli are
not sensory, or at least not normal sensary stimuli, as they are neither
perceived nor remembered as such. They show the characteristics of dreams
and mental states subject to anmsthesia,
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often give rise to amnesia. For instance, a fall or a blow on
the head, or an injury. This amnesia may take either of two
forms, the retrograde or the anterograde. Retrograde am-
nesia is the forgetting of events before the shock, and ante-
rograde amnesia the forgetting of events after the shock,
The cause of this is not yet known, But if dissociation may
invade the normal relation between anaesthesia and amnesia
it may account for the exception, tho it does not sustain the
view that sensibility and memory are always connected.
However, 1 do not intend to attempt any solution of this
question. I merely wish to recognize the variability of a
phenomenon which is undoubtedly significant in the problem
of secondary personality.

It may turn out to be as true about the fundamental char-
acteristic of secondary personality. In the well defined cases
amnesia is the fundamental fact which determines the cleav-
age between the different personalities. It may not be the
characteristic which determines its existence, but it is cer-
tainly the one which is necessary as evidence of it, In other
words, amnesia may always be the ratio cognoscendi of second-
ary personality and not at all its ratio essendi. This would
mean that there may be forms of secondary personality whose
existence we can not prove because of the absence of proof,
If then amnesia is only an associate of secondary personality,
and usable as evidence only where it exists, we may well im-
agine a similar relation to anaesthesia, tho it be only general.
It may be that anzsthesia will always or even necessarily give
rise to some amnesia, tho it may not determine the amount
of it, owing possibly to the dissociation that may invade the
area of an®sthesia,

That amnesia is only the ratio cognoscends of secondary per-
sonality, and not its ratio essendi is evident from the following
facts. Secondary personality is discoverable only from some
maladjustment of mind or body, or both, to normal environ-
ment. The subject behaves mentally or physically, or both,
in a way that does not fit the existing normal stimuli. He
forgets things that he would not normally forget, and this in
aninstant of time. A person awakened out of hypnosis may
not remember the things that occurred three seconds before.



66 Proceedings of American Society for Psvehical Research.

The amnesia is that of the normal consciousness. That is,
normal consciousness does not know or remember what took
place under anasthesia. But nothing is clearer than the fact
that secondary personality or the subconscious has a memory
of its own perfectly coterminous at times with normal in-
sensibility and amnesia of the facts. Hence amnesia cannot
be the ratio cssendi of secondary personality, but only its ratio
cognoscendi.  'That is, amnesia does not define or constitute sec-
ondary personality, but is the evidence of it.

I may take some illustrations of anasthesia in connection
with alterations of personality, tho we cannot be assured
either that this is the primary determinant of them or that it
will be the same for all cases, or that a change of personality
necessitates a given type of anzsthesia. But the relation be-
tween anzsthesia and alteration of personality in certain
cases justifies observation along these lines while it indicates
that the displacement or suspension of sensibility is more im-
portant in the problem than the threshold,

The first case of alternating anesthesia coinciding with a
change of personality is the case of Miss Burton (Proceedings
Am. 8. P. R, Vol. V). [ there called attention to the fact
that at times she was anasthesic all over the body, so far as
it could be tested, except above the larynx. It was in this
condition that she did her clairvoyant work., In this condi-
tion she could talk and see and in fact did not know that she
was anasthesic at all on any part of the body. But if, while
describing visions, a jerk of the hand occurred, she was found
anesthesic above the larynx, as well as all over the body, and
was incapable of uttering a sound or of seeing anything. The
alteration of sensibility was here the mark of another per-
sonality, as we found the jerk of the hand to be this instead of
being an indication of the desire to do something with it.
Then apparently the automatic writing was accompanied by
a different sensibility from that of the usual lethargic trance.
It could never take place at once. Some little time had al-
ways to lapse before the hand could write when writing was
asked for. It might be as insensible as you please before, but
under Dan’s writing—and he was the only personality that
usually wrote—it showed signs of some sort of sensibility,
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But it should be noticed that the other personalities are sup-
pressed when this area of sensibility is extended. Sally had
2 long struggle to “ open her eyes ” and in doing so simply
extended the area of her personality and in the same degree
displaced the others. When they obtained their sensibility
Sally was correspondingly “squeezed.” Consequently the
relation of sensibility to personality seems to be favored by
these resemblances to Margaret and Sleeping Margaret.
The whole case may be coincidental with the area of sensi-
bility. Usually we can test this distinctly only in the field
of touch, but the thermal, the motor or kinmsthetic and
deeper sensorium may be variously involved. If so slight an
alteration of sensibility as the area from the wrists to the ends
of the fingers, associated with the closing of the eyes, will
determine the difference between Margaret and Sleeping
Margaret, a difference between different areas of the same
sense or different senses might determine the difference be-
tween Sally and the other personalities, and this may be
caused by sensory an®sthesia at points in the sensorium not
accessible to a test of any kind. In any case the degree of
synthesis 1s correlated with the area of sensibility in any par-
ticular sense or with the number of senses concerned. The
variations of this synthesis, due to variations of anzsthesia,
may be the index of the varying personalities.

All this, however, is framework in the definition of the
subconscious, It does not make clear what that definition
is. In defining it, however, I am not trying to give what is
called a logical conception of its genus and differentia, which
are what is regarded as a technical definition of it. That
may come at the end of the inquiry. At present we are try-
ing to define its area and the criteria of its existence. We
found that an=zsthesia or the suspension of sensibility was the
primary mark of it and that amnesia is the primary mark or
evidence of the cleavage between the primary and secondary
personality initiated by anmsthesia. Now we have to come
to instances in which this anzsthesia and amnesia may be
studied to understand more clearly the relation between the
normal consciousness and the subliminal,

T can make the significance of these illustrations intelli-
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gible, however, only by introducing them by a more definite
idea of what we shall regard as the area of subliminal func-
tions. We found in the study of Mr. Myers's view and that
of others, who extended subliminal functions to include su-
pernormal powers, that they treated the range of its work as
extending beyond that of normal consciousness and to that
extent they implied that it had functions of which the normal
mind did not seem to be capable. Remarkable mathematical
calculations, the effusions of genius, telasthesia, telepathy,
clairvovance and other powers were especially characteristic
of it as well as the memory of all that the normal sensibility
had received, even tho the normal consciousness could not
command that hidden knowledge when it desired. The
threshold divided them into two separate fields and anas-
thesia and amnesia accompanied this distinction. The sub-
liminal was supposed to represent a wider field of knowledge
than the normal consciousness, which was supposed to be
only a part of a larger whole of mental action and a very small
part of that whole. The distinction between the normal and
the supernormal gave rise to the idea that the functions of
the subliminal and of the normal were different and as the
subnormal and the supernormal were not properly kept apart
in that scheme the same difference of function was taught or
implied by the doctrine., A distinct and qualitative cleavage
was set up between the two fields on the basis that a qualita-
tive difference of contents or knowledge implied a difference
in the functional activities made the vehicle of receiving or
conveying it. ‘This might very well be maintained as long as
the supernormal and the subnormal were assigned to the
same functions. But what I am going to insist upon here is
not only a radical distinction between the subnormal and the
supernormal, the subsensible and the supersensible, but also
the identification of the normal and the subliminal in respect
of function and knowledge.

To state the matter laconically, I may define the subcon-
scious as the mental functions minus sensation and the con-
scious as mental functions plus sensation. To express the
same idea in metaphysical terms, the subconscious may be
defined as the mind exercising its normal functions minus
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in the case, but not in the meaning of the doctrine ex-
pressed.*

It is apparent in this conception of the subconscious or
subliminal that we should not run into those ideas which im-
ply its separation from the normal subject of mental states.
That is, we should not encourage or even tolerate those
views of secondary personality and the subliminal which sep-
arate them as independent realities from the subject of nor-
mal consciousness AH those theories which assume or as-
sert its wonderful powers will either fall to the ground or
be put to the demand for evidence that such powers can be
ascribed to it. The usual conceptions of secondary person-
ality and the subliminal at least suggest a cleavage which is
the same as between two distinct and separate persons, when
the fact is that psychiatry takes no such view. There has
been too much of a tendency to let the public suppose that

* A fact which speaks strongly for the essential identity of the conscious
and subconscious functions of the mind is the agreement of students that
hyprotic subjects who are perfectly moral in their normal state wilt not
carry out immoral post-hypnotic suggestions. This view of psychologists as-
sumes that the subconscious is the same in nature as the normal conscious-
ness and that the difference is only anwesthesia and normal amnesia.

From this fact also and the assumed identity in kind of the normal and
subnormal state, we may raise the question whether the student of abnormal
psychology has the right to say that the subconscious plays tricks when the
normal consciousness would not do it Dr. Prince in his case makes Saily
a tricky personality and assumes also that she is a secondary, the co-con-
scious, personality, and other students constantly claim the same of secondary
personalities. If they are to insist on this they will have to modify the
claims made about criminal post-hypnotic suggestions made to normally moral
subjeets, while if this be true they will have to modify their resort to tricky
subliminals for eliminating the influence of foreign agencies through the
organism. The case of Miss Burton showed, on examination, the same
exemption from real trickery. Superficially the phenomena presented the ap-
pearance of subeconscious trickery, but a careful investigation of them showed
that they were awtomatic and systematically sincere, unless we excepted the
Black Cloud personality. But in that instance, the spiritistic interpretation
would consist with all the facts and also with the general doctrine that the
subconscious is identical in character with the normal mind, as is supposed
in the belief that criminal suggestions will not be carried out by the sub-
conscinus, if the normal life is not criminally inclined. Cf Proceedings Am,
S. PR, Vol V.
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the subconscious was another person than the one we cir-
cumscribe by the body and its functions, or the soul and its
functions. When implying the distinction and separation we
leave upon the public mind impression or right to infer that,
while secondary personality or the subconscious is not a
spirit, the reality indicated by it is for all practical purposes a
spirit of some kind either non-human or not known as human.
The student of psychology, it goes without saying, does not
favor any such view, but his mode of discussion tends to im-
press the public mind with the belief that he does believe this.
Hence the necessity of making clear that the cleavage which
he assumes is not one of totally different kinds of reality,
each from the other, but a distinction only of differences in
the synthesis of functions, the two being essentially the same
in kind.

This position involves a radical change from the usual
conception. It indicates a close connection instead of a
distinction or radical difference hetween them. The con-
ception which I propose to maintain regarding the subliminal
or subconscious is that the normal and the subliminal func-
tions are exactly the same minus sensibility, ‘This view makes
normal consciousness the wider in respect of its data of
knowledge, instead of making it a smaller part of a larger
whole. But here again we have to meet an important dis-
tinction, I have identified the normal and subliminal mind
in respect of their functions, meaning that the same faculties
exactly characterize them and the same sources of informa-
tion. I do not distinguish them in kind, even tho I may dis-
tinguish between the knowledge that is accessible to memory
in them. The fact that had so radically distinguished them
was the association of all sorts of supernormal knowledge
with subliminal faculties, and as this knowledge was unques-
tionably derived by processes that are supersensible or not
familiar to ordinary experience it was natural to ascribe other
powers to it. But the association of two wholly distinct
forms of knowledge with the same agency, one part of that
knowledge admittedly derived by normal sense perception
and the other part by supernormal means, was at least a par-
adoxical conception of the subject. But as I have tried ta
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show that we have no reason to refer both the subnormal and
the supernormal to the same processes, if we do not refer the
normal to them, I have insisted on keeping the subnormal
distinct from the supernormal. But I must remind the
reader that this distinction is one of data rather than of
agency. That is, I am trying to regard the functions of this
agent as the same while I distinguish between their phe-
nomena.

I have therefore to face the confusion which was attrib-
utable to Mr. Myers's view. Mr. Myers saw or regarded a
unity which is desirable and yet stated it in a manner to con-
fuse the differences which were manifest. He was entirely
right in his aim, tho it was probably an unconscious one, or
apparently so from the nature of his discussion. But he did
not seem to discover how he could maintain that unity and
vet assert the distinction which I wish to insist upon here,
I have defined the subliminal as the same set of functions as
we know in normal consciousness with only the limitation
that sensibility is removed and with it sense memory. In
other words, the subconscious, so far as it represents mind,
is the same mind exactly that is conscious when sensibility is
not suspended. The same mental actions take place in it
that take place in the normal life minus the consciousness of
the body and the external world. Its functions are the same
and have the same limitations as the normal consciousness,
and perhaps even more of them, as its knowledge of the ex-
ternal world is more restricted or subject to the character of
mal-adjustment. Mr. Myers would probably have admitted’
this as either identical with his intended view or as within it.
But that is not the impression which most people have of his
conception. The supernormal faculties ascribed to it and
the cleavage asserted or implied on the basis of the thresh-
old, anmesthesia, and amnesia either made his doctrine differ-
ent or concealed what is possible in connection with it. In
any case he does not appear to have made clear the relation
between distinctions of knowledge and identity of function
by which that knowledge is obtained. Besides, he did not
reckon sufficiently with the identity of the knowledge as-
cribed to the subconscious and that which was derived
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does not appear, but in the dissociations of consciousness
parts of the total get expression without carrying with them
the total of the normal life, or to express the same truth in
another way, the phenomena which normal life would inhibit
are not inhibited or suppressed in dissociated and subcon-
scious phenomena, but get expression parallel with the nor-
mal, or co~existently with it, It will be appdrent, therelore,
that all these conceptions of it are expressions of its limita-
tions rather than extensions of its powers,

Now one of the things ascribed to the subliminal by some
advocates of its remarkable powers is the astonishing na-
ture of its memory. We are constantly told that it remem-
bers everything that ever gets into the range of sense per-
ception, whether normal or subnormal. TInstances are cited
in the support of this contention. We have only to consult
the ordinary psychologies to illustrate this claim. Carpen-
ter's Mental Physiology is full of them. Mr, Myers's work has
illustrations of it, and so have all works narrating facts for
assigning limits to the claims of the supernormal. I shall
not burden the reader with any large number of incidents,
But I may refer to a few of them as illustrations of what I
mean.

Carpenter tells us a story of a lady dying and leaning over
her infant in arms, and that some twenty years later when
this infant had become a mature woman she happened to be
in the same house and the same room, without knowing it or
that her mother had died there, and had the feeling of re-
membering a woman leaning over and kissing her in the cor-
ner of this particular room. She was afterward told that her
mother died in that room in that corner and that in her dying
moments she had so leaned over and kissed her, the historical
fact never having been told her. This is given as evidence
that the memory is very remarkable, and even extends into
the earliest events of infancy.

Now, if any one had tried to explain this incident by com-
munication from the dead, Dr, Carpenter would have raised a
question of fact. He would have insisted that the lady must
have heard sometime about the incident and that this was an
imperfect memory of it. But he here swallows a miracle of
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memory where it is quite as easy to swallow a miracle of
spirit, or rather something that would not be miraculous at
all if transmitted from spirit, as we constantly obtain similar
phenomena in mediumistic cases where the information is
unquestionably supernormal. But, in the interest of magni-
fying the powers of memory, people accept the superficial
character of the incidents and refer them to marvellous mem-
ories, when scepticism of the legitimate sort would raise the
same doubt about the facts whether explained by the memory
of the living or the transmitted memory of spirits. It is
indeed easier to believe that the lady who is said to have had
this experience had been told of the facts at some time in her
early life, with even the name of the house, and then recalled
only a part of the whole in this act of memory with amnesic
or aphasic influences to withhold the rest of it, than to sup-
pose that the memory had extended to the early period of
infancy, tho I am not going to dispute the possibility of this
latter. It is only a question of the evidence, and the proba-
bilities from experience are in favor of the former hypothesis
involving some disintegration of memory. That would com-
mend itself more readily than either a miraculous memory or
the influence of spirits, unless the evidence were incontro-
vertible for the absence of previous knowledge of the facts,
and I should then find it more consistent with what I know
of supernormal incidents of the kind than with the extension
of memory to such early infancy, recognizing, however, that
the latter possibility vitiates any assumed evidence in the
case of the former hypothesis.

I shall give another instance of weak memory on the part
of the subliminal. Mrs. Balmar, with whom I had experi-
mented, had read my Science and a Future Life and was per-
fectly tamiliar with the name of my father. In spite of this
it took two vears for the subliminal to give it correctly in the
avtomatic writing purporting to come from my father, She
was normally conscious also in the writing, She gave the
name Henry and James several times tho she knew the cor-
rect name well enough.

Again there was a long effort to get the name of my
Uncle Carruthers through Mrs, Piper, and Rector, the contral,
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always failed, making egregious mistakes, tho at times more
or less suggesting approximations to it. Finally G. P. got it
through several times in the subliminal recovery from the
trance, so that we must suppose that the subconscious had it,
A day or two afterward Rector tried to give it and totally
failed, doing no better than before, and admitting that he
could not give that name rightly (Proceedinge Am. 8. P. R,
Vol. IV, p. 337). Usually, I might say always, when Rector
gets a name at all he remembers it perfectly, and if we assume
him to be a subliminal personality of Mrs, Piper and G. P.
one also, with constant connections between the two, we
should have obtained it easily.

The reply to this, of course, would be that, in alternating
personality amnesia always occurs or is to be expected be-
tween two different personalities, as G. P, and Rector may be
supposed to be. This is true enough, but it does not help
the claims of so large a memory for the subliminal. It rather
shows that it is perfectly finite and subject to exactly the lim-
itations of the normal mind in the clues and associations
which govern it. In fact, it is precisely this limitation which
I think we shall always find manifested in subconscious ac-
tion. We assume its larger powers because it remembers
things, at times, which the normal consciousness does not
even recognize. But this may be due simply to the fact that
an associative clue comes to the subconscious that does not
appear to the normal. And in fact also the normal often re-
calls what the subliminal does not. Witness the amnesia of
Mrs. Balmar in reference to my father’s name. In waking
life we often fail totally to recall the simplest names or things
with which we are perfectly familiar until the mental states
which inhibit the recall are away and the right clue comes.
It is the same with the subconscious. Whatever appearance
of superiority it may have to the normal memory may be due
solely to the absence of the normal inhibitions which charac-
terize the restraints upon normal memory. But whenever
any group of ideas in the subliminal come forward to inhibit
recall, limitations like those of the normal consciousness witl
manifest themselves. Any man who takes the view of Mr.
Myvers, that the subliminal is the basis of our real life and
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more comprehensive in its knowledge, will have to admit that
the limitations of recall in these temporary amnesias are due
to the subliminal rather than to the normal consciousness:
for as long as he makes the subliminal the reservoir of experi-
ence and the basis of our normal reactions in mental and
motor functions he must perforce assign the difficulties of
association and recall to it or to its inability to push up to
the normal consciousness what it has in command. It is not
the normal but the subconscious process that fails to recall,
according to this theory. But if we assume that the normal
is the real basis of the subnormal, we may then attribute the
limitations to normal consciousness and so understand the
limitations of the subliminal.

If any one shows the influence of subliminal action on her
mediumistic work it is Mrs. Chenoweth., Her trance work,
whether of Starlight or the automatic trance, is full of it.
Everything takes the coloring of her ideas and forms of ex-
pression, and it makes no difference what personality pur-
ports to communicate. Here is a remarkable instance of its
limitations.

I was baving a series of experiments with a gentleman
and the name of the communicator had not been given in any
of the subliminal or automatic work. One day, before a sit-
ting, she told me that the night previous and before she went
to sleep she got a certain name and with it the impression
that it was connected with the sittings. 1 recognized the
name as the one I wanted and said nothing. During the
automatic writing G. P., who was controlling, indicated that
the communicator would rest a moment and that he would
speak of something else. As soon as he got through with
this I asked who had given the light, Mrs. C., the name the
night before, without mentioning what name it was. He re-
plied in the writing that he did not know any name was given
and asked what it was. I refused to tell him and parried the
query by asking him to give it. He got it wholly wrong at
first, and without saying it was wrong I simply spelled what
he gave and he denied that this was correct and managed
after some difficulty to give it correctly, Here at first this
personality was wholly ignorant of what the name was and
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municator and I remarked that I had done so in the sub-
liminal stage of the trance, and the control at once avowed
ignorance of the fact, tho the communicator was the same in
both instances. We may say it is, like the other instances,
a case of split personality in which amnesia exists in refer-
ence to other personalities than the one in control, but as re-
marked it shows limitations of memory, nevertheless. But
in this mediumistic case we must remember that there
are traces of the same subliminal action in all of the person-
alities. The language, style and other characteristics ex-
hibit the mould of the medium’s own mind, and coming, as
everything does, through this mould it would be natural to
expect a memory of such incidents when so closely connected
and having an interest for the situation, if it be really the
same mind that is concerned, but the facts show amnesia ex-
actly such as would take place if independent minds were the
source of the incidents.

Instances like the one just mentioned suggest a compari-
son with our dreams as a way of illustrating and proving the
limitations of the subconscious in regard to memory. We
are all familiar with the ready obliviscence of our dreams
when we wake, unless we immediately turn the attention
upon them. The rapidity with which the mind acts, the
transition from anzsthesia to zsthesia, and the failure to give
attention, all combined cause an incident to vanish quickly
and we have no memory of it. The trance of the medium is
like the dream life, with some dissociation of its mental action
from the things that are being transmitted through the auto-
matic machinery of the organism. These messages are rapid
flashes of consciousness and often a moving picture or pan-
orama of far more than attention can fix in the passage, so
thatwith the slightest dissociationof the normal or subliminal
consciousness from this stream there would be little memory
of it. 'The incident might be noted on the instant but totally
forgotten the next, rapidity of action preventing the proper
fixation of the incident in attention to hold it or to link it with
some sensory or other datum that will provide it an asso-
ciative clue. T have seen this phenomenon in the trance and
the above illustration i1s an instance of it. The message
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passing is not caught by attention or held by it as the dream
image is lost in the process of waking without giving atten-
tion to the dying stream of the dream life.

Another illustration of limited capacity for the subcon-
scious comes from more recent experiment. I had taken my
son to a sitting with Mrs. Chenoweth, She did not see him
in her normal state either before or after the trance and he
did not utter a sound in the séance room until after his name
and relation were given by his mother purporting to com-
municate. On the hypothesis that the subconscious has
semni-infinite memory we should expect it to have this know-
ledge of him ever after the indication of it in the communica-
tion. But in the subliminal recovery of the normal state he
was alluded to as my “friend ”, the term which I had used
and always use when arranging with the normal conscious-
ness for the presence of a sitter with me. In this state the
psychic showed no knowledge of who the sitter was, na such
remarkable memory as certain critics like to assume without
adequate evidence. The subconscious seemed to be prac-
tically nil in its capacities, or limited precisely as it should be
according to the really correct theory of dissociation.

The next incident shows the same fact with 2 connection
between the deeper trance and the subliminal recovery, a con-
nection which the previous incident does not betray. Be-
fore the sitting Mrs. Chenoweth and I had been talking about
the strike on the Elevated Railway and President Bancroft
of this railway was the subject of some mention. [t hap-
pened that the communicator’s name was also Bancroft. As
Mrs. Chenoweth recovered normal consciousness and while
she was still in the subliminal stage, she asked me if the spir-
its had not been talking about the strike. I replied in the
negative and she then wanted to know why she heard the
name Bancroft, if we had not been talking about the strike.
But she had not the slightest knowledge of the real subject
of the communications just a few moments prior to this re-
mark. Here we have the chasm between the deeper auto-
matic trance and the subliminal recovery apparently bridged
for the name but not for the topic of communication. The
latter was wholly forgotten or unknown. It is even pos-
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sible that the cleavage was not overcome by the name. As
we often get supernormal incidents in this subliminal stage,
it is possible, perhaps probable, that the name actually came
through without any association with the subject of commu-
nication and having gotten through aroused associationswith
the subject matter of conversation prior to the sitting. How-
ever this may be, there is no large capacity for the subcon-
scious, but rather the contrary evinced by it.

Now if these are purely subconscious phenomena the sub-
liminal is finite as indicated. If they are spiritistic they
are natural and coincide with our ideas of a lIimited subcon-
scious,

One of the best illustrations of the limitations of the sub-
conscious is that of Anse! Bourne, reported by Dr. Richard
Hodgson in the Proceedings of the English Society for Psy-
chical Research, A brief outline of it will be necessary to
make it intelligible.

Ansel Bourne was a lay minister in the Wesleyan Church
and disappeared from his home on January 17th, 1887, and
could not be found. On the 14th of March, 1887, he awak-
ened in bed in Norristown, Pa., eight weeks after his disap-
pearance, to find himself in a strange place, To a physician
who was called in, on the ground that he had lost his mind,
he stated that he was from New England and wanted to
know how he had come where he was then, He had been
living in this place, Norristown, Pa., keeping a junk shop for
most of the time during his absence, as A. J. Brown. He
had gone first to Pawtucket after leaving Providence, R. [,
and then to Boston, to New York, Philadelphia, and finally
to Norristown to set up in business. When he awakened
from A. J. Brown to his normal state as Ansel Bourne his
mind was a complete blank in regard to the eight weeks of
his absence or life as A. J. Brown. He had no memory of
these weeks whatever. Prof. James and Dr. Hodgson, when
they heard of the case, induced the man to submit to hypno-
sis and by this means they restored enough of the A, J. Brown
state to get a fair history of the main events during those
eight weeks. When hypnotized he became A. J. Brown and
knew nothing about Anse! Bourne, except that he thought
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he had heard of him. But of his past life previous to leaving
Providence he knew nothing. He did not get the place of
his birth correctly. He gave it as Newton, N, H., when it
was New York City, N. Y. He got the date correctly and
gave it for the personality of A. J. Brown when it applied in
fact to Ansel Bourne. The cleavage between the Bourne
and the Brown personality was so distinct and so pervasive
that there was no recollection whatever of his past save two
or three incidents and these very fragmentary. He remem-
bered that he had been married, but could tell no details. In
fact, his statement here might have been an inference as
much as anything else. But the infinite memory which is
so often ascribed to the subliminal was not manifested
here. In fact, the obliviscence seems to have been well-nigh
universal for the past life. The phenomenon in this, as in all
similar cases of secondary or multiple personality, resembles
the cleavage between the normal and subconscious life of
mediumistic cases. The normal life seems to affect the sub-
liminal productions of mediums very little, and indeed any
critic of the facts from the standpoint of secondary person-
ality rmust give up this view of infinite subliminal resources
in order to enforce any resemblance between them. If he
makes them unique in powers and resources he must deny
them the cleavage between the normal and the secondary
state that he finds in multiple personality, as the condition of
purchasing any advantage from the hypothesis of remarkable
memories. To insist on the comparison is to assume or as-
sert that the subliminal memory has no such resources as
even the normal self.

Now as to the memory of Ansel Bourne’s secondary state,
that too showed remarkable limitations, either such or more
than such as we observe in normal conditions. He remem-
bered mere fragments of the eight weeks he was in the
Brown personality, He did not remember the name of the
person with whom he lived in Norristown while he kept his
junk shop. He did not remember correctly the name and
address of the people he boarded with in Philadelphia.
Event after event was jumbled and obscure, and where infor-
mation was desired on many points he had to confess that he
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could not recall them or that things were “all mixed up.”
The subliminal perscnality showed exactly the same kind of
limitations as the normal consciousness and apparently to a
larger degree.

The fact seems to be that we ascribe remarkable memo-
ries to subconscious conditions on no other grounds than that
this state recalls things which the normal memory either
does not recall or does not always remember when recalled.
But we forget the principle that determines this recall. It
is the associational clue that determines it and this clue does
not happen to arise in normal consciousness in a manner to
serve as a stimulus to the recall of the proper event. That
is, the synthesis is only 2 little different for the subliminal
state, and this brings forward the clue which acts on the mem-
ory to revive a past event. I recall in my dreams things
which I cannot recall normally, and this is because the pres-
ent mental states and sensations act as inhibitions on the re-
call of past events which might otherwise be easily revived.
Interest is the primary principle of memory for normal life
and it acts both as a segregative and a congregative in-
fluence, segregative to inhibit irrelevant associations and
congregative to sustain the recall of facts important in ad-
justment to present environment. When the present sensa-
tions are removed by some form of dissociation or anzsthe-
sia, the suspension or modification of sensibility, the clues
have more power and we recall things as we would in our
dreams, But we are just as limited in the recall as in the
normal life, Obliviscence may be as general as in normal
states, and sometimes is. Secondary personality manifests
this on a large scale.

The primary difficulty with those who exalt the memory
of subliminal conditions grows out of the equivocal meaning
of the term “ memory . This term does duty for two wholly
different facts, perhaps three. They are retention and re-
call, or to put them in three forms, retention, reproduction
and recognition. It is probable enough that we retain all im-
pressions but that we do not recall everything, Then we
may recall much without recognizing it as a past in our ex-
perience. The finitude of memory is apparent in the last two
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pracesses, whatever we maintain regarding the first. Recall
or reproduction depends on the associative stimulus and this
is different for the primary and secondary states. The fact
that it is not the same for the two states is not evidence for
the infinitude of memory as reproductive action. Then rec-
ognition may be still more limited than reproduction or re-
call. Many things come into consciousness without the
sense of their past. This is dominantly true in the use of
language and all such memories. The recognition is more
finite than reproduction and reproduction is more finite than
retention, there being no measure of the last but the imag-
ination. Hence it is only because the term “memory” is
employed to cover the idea of retention which is so large that
it carries with it the implication of such large resources, while
the narrower import implied in limited reproduction and rec-
ognition indicates its limitations. It is the latter phenomena
that are the important ones in the economy of psychology
and philosophy, as well as in practical life. Retention is nota
determinable fact except as measured by the other two, and
we have no proof that it is greater than either or both of
them. Their limitation is apparent the moment that we rec-
ognize the law of their action and that is the dependence on
associative clues or stimulus, this being different for the sec-
ondary from that in the primary condition, tho they may in-
terfuse,

The Ansel Bourne case is no exception in this matter, It
was still more manifest in that of the Rev. Mr. Hannz He
forgot even the meaning of his sensations. His memory
could not recall the simplest incidents necessary to protect
his physical life. He was, as Dr, Sidis says, an infant again.
He could recall literally nothing. The cleavage between
normal life and the subconscious state was absolute.

The important fact, however, to keep in mind here is the
circumstance that the phenomena of secondary personality
and subconscious life are all in favor of a limited influence for
the normal memories on the secondary condition. The ap-
peal to subconscious memories in the explanation of medium-
istic phenomena is a two edged sword. Tt carries with it the
implication of limitations which the critic does not wish rec-
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ogmzed, and he must either abandon it or admit that me-
diumship is not in that class of phenomena.

There is a phenomenon which has some interest in deter-
mining the nature and possibly the limited character of the
subconscious. It is alluded to by writers on certain abnor-
mal conditions or those of dream life. Mr, J. Arthur Hill, in
his little book, Religion and Modern Psychology, calls attention
to two illustrations of it and I quote them here. The first
one is from Dr. Holmes, representing his experience under
the influence of nitrous oxide.

“The veil of eternity was lifted. The one great truth,
that which underlies all human experience, and is the key to
all the mysteries that philosophy has sought in vain to solve,
flashed upon me in a sudden revelation. Henceforth all was
clear: a few words had lifted my intelligence to the level of
the knowledge of the cherubim. As my natural condition
returned, I remembered my resclution, and staggering to my
desk, I wrote, in ill-shaped, straggling characters, the all em-
bracing truth still glimmering in my consciousness. The
words were (children may smile; the wise will ponder): ‘A
strong smell of turpentine prevails throughout.””

Edward Carpenter in his Ar? of Creation tells a similar ex-
perience of a friend.

“An acquaintance of mine, who was accustomed to keep a
pencil and paper by his bedside for such occasions, told me
that he once woke in the night feeling himself drenched with
a sense of seraphic joy and satisfaction, while at the same
time a lovely stanza which he had just dreamed lingered in
his mind. Quickly he wrote it down, and immediately fell
asleep again. In the morning, waking, after a while he be-
thought himself of the precious experience, and turning to
look at the words, which he doubted not would make his
name immortal, he read :—

‘ Walker with one eye,
Walker with two,
Something to live for,
And nothing to do.””

Professor James mentions a number of cases in his Varie-
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ties of Religious Experience. Of them generally he remarks,
when nitrous oxide 1s concerned: “ Depth beyond depth of
truth seems revealed to the inhaler. This truth fades out,
however, or escapes, at the moment of coming to; and if any
words remain over in which it seemed to clothe itself, they
prove to be the veriest nonsense. Nevertheless, the sense of
profound meaning having been there persists; and I know
more than one person who is persuaded that in the nitrous
oxide trance we have a genuine metaphysical revelation.”

The experiences of Dr. Holmes and the friend of Car-
penter are not to be taken so seriously as they might have
been had they been described accurately. The men had too
much sense of humor to tell the exact facts. We can never
trust such narratives. To bring out the nonsense they mag-
nify the exalted ideas which terminate in the nonsense and it
leaves a sense of poverty where the experience is first de-
scribed as ineffable. There is no chance of getting a scien-
tific conception of the facts from such accounts. They have
to be reconstructed from better incidents. The writers try
to make us believe that the real thing which had created so
much exaltation was the fragment of knowledge which
emerged in the normal consciousness, and hence that the rest
was illusion. But this is concentrating attention on the in-
tellectual element to the neglect of the emotional. It is
quite possible or probable that the sense of enlightenment in
the experience is only the emotional accompaniment of the
meagre intellectual content. Professor James calls attention
to the experience of Amiel told in his Journal. His “ prodig-
ious reveries ” in the presence of mountains or when gazing
into the skies were simply highly wrought emotional reac-
tions in the presence of power,the actual knowledge not being
greater than with any ordinary person. We may, therefore,
suppose in the case of Dr. Holmes and the friend of Carpen-
ter that the emotional element of the dream consciousness
suggested the idea of great illumination when it was not il-
lumination that was involved but intense pleasure. This is
very frequent in common life. A song that awakens no in-
terest in one place or mood may excite extraordinary pleas-
ure in another.
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But I am not concerned with the explanation of these ex-
periences so much as with their relation to the problem of
subliminal capacities. The first point to be remarked is that
we cannot minimize them, as do the authors, without imply-
ing that the subconscious is by no means the large thing that
our ordinary theories assert. If the content of the subcon-
scious is what these writers imply or assert it is a very inane
affair and has no large capacities or illuminating experiences.
The desire to explain away unusual experiences by enlarging
the powers of the subliminal is directly contradicted by these
experiences, if they accurately measure the capacities of the
subliminal. We cannot play fast and loose with these func-
tions. If we ascribe them enormous powers in order to es-
cape the admission of the supernormal we must accept the
possibility that, in these * mystical” experiences, we may
have a larger content than emerges in normal consciousness
and that the inane fragments we get are dissociated matter
that has no intelligible relation to the content that lies in the
subliminal and that managed to excite emotions which suc-
ceeded in penetrating the veil between the subliminal and the
normal. On the other hand, if we define the nature of the
subconscious by the meapre character of its effusions in the
examples quoted, we at once dismiss the theories of its un-
usual capacities and the contents of such experiences are to
be dismissed as illusions and wholly unlike remarkable mental
experiences, unless we deny the right to gauge them by the
material that emerges in normal consciousness. It is quite
possible that the material which comes to the normal state
is a dissociated and irrelevant fragment of the total contents
of the subconscious, and' if we suppose this, we may have to
compare the dream and other subliminal conditions to those
trance cases in which transmitted messages from the outside
do not come through in their entire integrity. In hypnosis
in order to get certain hypnotic states through to normal
consciousness we have to make a post-hypnotic suggestion.
What goes on to make the transmission possible in such cases
we do not know. It is the same with clairvoyant incidents in
the dream life, whether they represent apparitions of the dead
or certain physical knowledge. If we can assume that the
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subliminal is always the rapport of the soul with the etherial
world and that the connection between it and the normal
physical life is rarely a clear one, we may suppose that the
transcendent knowledge which the “ mystic” feels may be
real, tho either not transmissible to the normal life or not in-
telligible to it when transmitted, unless in some way convert-
ible into sensory terms. If this subliminal life in contact
with an etherial reality be intensely emotional in its char-
acter, we may well understand why it is associated with
a sense of illumination when the normal incidents are dis-
sociated from it and yet when aroused by the emotional
stimulus the normal incidents may appear as the real
cause of the emotion. The infrequency of bridging the
chasm between the normal and the trance states may be
the reason for the contrast in contents when the bridge hap-
pens to be formed or apparently formed in occasional emer-
gencies. It is the anasthesia of the dream condition that de-
prives normal consciousness of its insight into the facts, At
times there may remain some local or partial ®sthesia that
evokes the fragmentary and nonsensical data on which we
lay the stress in interpreting the facts, the real mental states
lying out of reach in the subconscious. In the case of Sally
Beauchamp the subliminal seemed to be quite a rational af-
fair when reported intact by Sally and was very different
from the dream life reported by one of the alternating per-
sonalities, say B I. It might be the same with the sublim-
inals of Dr. Holmes and Dr. Carpenter’s friend, could we get
at them. We could then better decide whether the stimulus
was sensible or supersensible, physical or etherial, normal or
transcendental. No individual instance of it can determine
what really goes on, and if the stimulus be transcendental or
etherial we may well imagine that the facts are more serious
and important than they seem. But they would not be sub-
liminal in the sense in which we ordinarily conceive that
term, namely, as subjective creation out of the sensory stim-
uli in a state of anaxsthesia, We must first know the con-
tents of these anmsthesic states to determine their origin,
The remnant or the dissociated matter, possibly not even in-
stigated by causes of the states defining the apparent illum-





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A Case of Musical Control, 513

[Antomatic Writing.]

I was there.

(I understand.)

and now I am here and I wish to do what you wish to [pencil
fell and reinserted.] have me do although [superposed] I see no
particular sense in making such [read 'so’, tho saw it appeared
to be ‘soh ' and hand paused till read ‘such '] a fuss about what
I have said or done. I write very well sometimes and very ill
some others but it is always my purpose to do something which
will make her sure that [ am with her so that she may not fear
about the work. I do not run yes [to delayed reading] run on
and off now as I did. Was it what I told you about what I wore
vou wanted to know again.

(No, it was not. It was a little mannerism, to which you
referred as the light went out, but you did not say just what the
mannerism was. You .... } [Writing began.]

hold I think I know (All right} why I told her just as I
was showing her and the next thing I knew I was writing. the
hands and the thought of the hands seemed to draw me right into
them. Do you know what 1 mean,

(Yes perfectly.)

Clap [delay in reading] Clap Clap [pause] hands and before
you know it you are turned toward the magnet with [pause till
read] all the power you have. a smile will reproduce repro-
duce a smile,

(I understand. Think of that mannerism.)

ves [pause] yes [long pause.] M [pause] just a minute.
[tapping pencil on pad.]

(Yes, take your time.)

How kind you are. I ought to feel the significance of the test
but it is out of my line. smile smile smile [read each time]

identify the two incidents, and even if it did there would not appear any
special reason for the mention of it. But it is an interesting coincidence
that Parepa Rosa should figure in the communications here and that she
should have sung the song mentioned and on a “ celebration day " which
figures in the memory of the old lady., T see no reason for referring to it
here, but the coincidence is worth noting if only to suggest that of
chance.
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[Pencil fell and picked up] I do not mind if you smile for if
you smile I can laugh my little laugh is sttll with me. [medinum
smiling most of the time.] [Pencil fell and reinserted.] Stand
up there you pencil.

(All right. It is all right now.}

This is the funniest business I ever engaged in.

{I understand.)

I feel good because all is well today. now I must do the
thing you asked again,

{Yes)

[Pause.]My song my smile my nod of [pause] not. Do you
[pause] * * [‘c’or‘e’?] are you [pause] still here.

(Yes, we are still here and are witling to wait all the time for
that particular test, if you can get it through.)

Yes [groan] I was not the, It [correction of ‘I’] was not the
voice nor the mouth [pause] no [pause] not voice but [pause]
w...[Long pause] I must do it myself they will not help me a
hit.

{1 understand.)

and it is growing serous [serious} only it was a little way 1
had of talking my [pause] audience into a sort [trouble with
pencil which fell and new one inserted.] I lost it. I mean the
pen.

(All right. It is there now.)

Yes I feel it. Thank you dear I know I feel yot: are here
and your help. [Pause.] Greeting to yon. [Difficulty in hold-
ing pencil.] [Pause.] my movement [written slowly and with
pause after each letter tho continuous writing.] * * [scrawl
and pause] 111 [heavy writing and pause] I b ['b" not read as 1
was doubtfull M [pencil fell and reinserted.] M [pause] m
[?] sssSh... [pause] T will get it.

(Yes I know you will. Stick to it.)

for a word will do it,

(Yes, that is right.) [To encourage, not because T knew, for
I did not.]

and it is that right word I seek now the same one I used
through her hand,

(Yes.)

you know,
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(Yes, I personally do not know, but your little friend does and
I await the word on paper which will be my evidence.)

Yes I see now what the thing is you are about. (Yes.)
One word will do it.

{Yes.) .

always ] did it not as a trick but it belonged to the emotional
side of me [Sitter clapped her hands together in delight and half
recognition.] yes she knows what that means. [Pause.] 1la
ta [pencil fell and reinserted]

(Stick to it.)

run ning away with my idas [ideas] now. [Long pause.]
* * [scrawl] ST [notread] T {read as *S T’] nonot S,

(Al right. 1 understand.)

¢ [not read] 'Tears Tears Tears [read each time] I want to
write tears. .

(I understand, but that ... what is that for?)

Tears. (What is that word ‘tears’ for?) tears for me
[Groan and pencil fell and reinserted.] [Long pause.] [I held
finger in palm of hand during pause to supply energy, and a lot
of Indian and French were uttered.]

Have I not written the word,

(No, not yet.)

I thought I did it a few minutes ago,

(It did not get through. The word * Tears® came and it is
not the right one.)

fIndian and cough.] I wrote tears because 1 wished to but
it was before that that I thought T wrote the other word.

(I got the two letters apparently *1¢’. That is ail,)

laugh was probably what I began but it was not the right
word,

(All right.  You can get the right word.)

[Pause.] * * [apparent attempt to write ‘M’] I will if
! die {read *do’] die for it.

(That's good.)

K [read ‘ R’ as it was so written] K [long pause] P [evidently
miended for ‘K’ but erased before finished and before read]
hand [paused] K [Pencil fell and reinserted.] (Stick to it.)

k k i [not read at time] s s

{All but one letter,) [Said to make ‘i’ clear.}
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Kiss,

(That's capital.)

hand kiss kisses kiss. * * [read ‘I go’] what is that
but emotion,

(I understand.) [Note 71.]

i 5. Iam not dead dead. 1 did [delay in reading] it did at
many [?] I go. T [Pencil fell and hand reached for it after a
pause and it was given] Sweet child I love you. [Pencil
fell.]

[Subliminal.]

[Tndian.] She don’t mean you. (Seized my hand.)

(I understand.)

She was afraid you thought she meant you because she
grabbed your hand.

[Pause.] Goodbye.

{Goodbye.} (Miss R, Goodbye.) [Sitter left room.]

[Mrs. C. laughed.] You know so much about smile and
faugh, laugh and smile.

{Yes.)

It all came with the kisses you know,

(What particular kisses,)

Thrown you know. Don't you know?

{No, I did not.)

Don't she?

(Yes.)

Do yon feel better?

71, The "Abbott Kiss " was what we wished mentioned. The reader
will observe that we got the word " Kiss™ which was correct as far as it
went, but the description “hand "™ may not describe it, The sitter does
not know more about it, The description of it as a trick belonging 1o
the emotional side of her nature is exactly correct, and this came before
she was able to tell what it was, Of course a " hand kiss"” is a frequent
mannerism of opera singers, and the test loses much force by this fact.
{Cf. Miss Ritchie’s automatic writing p. 524.) But the most important
incident in connection with it was the statement by the communicator:
“1 will if 1 die for 1t ", meaning that she will give the test at all hazards
The significance of this is that it is the very expression reported in her
Life which she used when she resolved to sing against the remonstrance
nf her physician and friends,
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(Yes.) [Opened her eyes, looked about and closed them
again as she uttered some Indian.)

Karl Karl, don't forget me.

(No.} [Pause and awakened.] [Note 72.]

PART IIL
Miss Ritchie's Experiences After the Sittings.

[Not dated, but 1813.]

{(Will you go with me and meet Prof. Hyslop?)

If he seaks [seeks] to know more of the spirit of the master
and by so doing helps others to see the light why then the work
is not in vain great knowledge without work is of little worth
nothing better—by your works ye shall be known to bear the
most fruit the garden must have the best soil so to be rich in
spirit and [rest of the record not reported. ]

Feb., 1913.
[Prayer by Miss Ritchie.]

* * [scrawls] Emma got your coat but not your fur * *
[me?] * * [scrawls] Make the dress do for * * is
pleased with your new step t towards the light but you must
follow an even thought. See the home drawing nearer see God
by little things Edna love of your master ye must read his laws
fulfilled. God holds the key to all light and he sends and has
his prophets as of old many are just learning for they are or have
been asleep and the master said can ye not watch one hour to
gain or to be able to read the guide posts. God sends his mes-
sage different ways some through songs some by * * his
word more clearly but each one working for the master. When
my girt sings better laves God more she will know what i mean,
Perhaps you who have deeper thought can understand just what

72, " Karl™ evidently refers to Karl Mueller, one of the guides, and
explained in an earlier note,
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I am trying to do for the charge given to me by him who picks
out the the poorest and yet the rarest to do his bidding.

Feb. 12, 1913.
{Prayer by MMiss Ritchie.]

Ida be firm told [?] for Ida [?] * * [have ?] Ida must be
careful for she has not much love of God in her heart so she feels
the world's cold more—

Is the fish not cold when taken from the cold water of its birth.
1da is like the fish she has tarried on land to [too] long she must
push out into deep water and trust to God.

Go to church tonight. Emma is finding the way., I bare
[bear] trials too. Give to God your time when you can he will
remember and give you strength when needed most.

* * my pin I want you to have Emma thank from Sister.
Emma is try to get it with man every street is the same but
Gods she moves into many house but never makes god the owner
of hers owner see to it she does not care for mep

sing the rest some day for then she will listen too and say my
girl but remember you are mine she lost her change [chance]
to entertain an Engel [Angel] unawares Sometimes God gives
us our chance she had hers to repay him said our God but the
oil she was burning was not all love of him but gain so by gain
she lost the chance of being his servant try to remember but
your works shall ye be known not by the highest price for God
sets no price only his blood and his love. God is the Elevator
which he lets down to take on the full bags of corn she will have
only bags of gold they weigh more in weight but less in God's
sight then many have tried to fill the bag so full the strings not
tied by God's love so the [y] fa!l out and we find the bags empty
to be fill [ed] again but they will never be voice Gone and money
to [too] only the signboard felt that points to God and his love.

March Ist, 1913.
[Prayer: “ Heavenly Father, thy blessing we ask today and
on any ntessage that may be sent to us in thy name through thy
servant Emma Abbott, Amen,”]
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So you for ... [pencil ran off sheet.] your mother,

{ Write over again and make plain your meaning.)

You forgot your mother little girl,

(How have [ forgotten you?)

By being to {too] tired to write,

(I am always willing to do so only in the night.) [Sitter
troubled by pain in arm at night as if there was a desire to write.)

Worman has taken place of you dear. BShe was free not free
she listen[ed] but failed to hear. You don't want mother to
teach you any more,

(I want you always.)

Emma put her name down.

(Yes, but you must put your full name or strangers won't
believe you come to me.)

Mother Emma Abbott is that right Ritchie. Good needs Ida
to do his work. Woman failes [fails] to see the signboard to give
the world its light which Ged intended. She is dead. Why girl
she stands for sound mind deep as the sea but the spiritual soul is
asleep too. My girl say ... [pencil ran off page] spoke O ye
men of brains why seek ye the living among the dead. God has
own do his work. Some prophets some of every work of life but
does a robin need an eduation [education] to sing or art Only his
trust of God in his little red breast so why ¢an not go ... God
have him song messenger you say you men of learning my lan-
guage is to [too] simple Jesus say Suffer little children to come
anto me. What can be more simple. Emma best friend.

(Yes I know it, for that reason I do not care for any other
friendship.)

Abbott Abbott. God is good to my girl is he not she is to
be the wire between the two stations, God is directing her life
to the end so stand firm no matter what repine himsell uponhmys
[written over ‘repine '] come the waves dash high but God says
it is I do not [be] afraid. Sing to the listening teli friend years
are as days press on for there is a glorious sign in the heavens
marked S S § success but a little child shall lead them he will
know hat [what] I mean. Music fills the best part of our lives
sing to the lowly sing to the great. Mother fills your soul with
the unseen light. Like a baby learning * * [scrawls] to
walk now I have watched your stept [step] but sing learn listen
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Emma stands as the silent stop of the organ. \Woman shall be
stronger if sent to my girl. Oh little gir! How often have I
gathered you under my wing but ye would nott Woman is
tanding [standing]) by you.

(What woman?)

She is the woman of the dead self.

{You mean the woman I saw last week.)

You like the body.

(Yes, any one who is kind to me | must like,)

mother first to you Emma, My little gir! mother Emma Ab-
bot so welll [well] but my name seems strange to me, We are
known as we are known never more to walk alone sing songs to
lift man out of the depths of sin. Great men will sing Ida hear
and I will believe sing for the poal you reach over here, Nordica
is singing to men only when over the bar she will find the laddle
[ladder] to climb but her feet will not even rest on the first
round for she has not looked and learned of him whom to know
of him is eternal life.

March 2d, 1913.

[Prayer same as before.]

* * Mother is here. [Then followed a musical scale with
notes.] Ida try to sing notes in ane breath sing lightly at first.
Make the tone full of tone not breath say before to thyself in
ful [full] measure I give so will I receive. Come to the land of
promise. Your voice sounds hard in spots little girl let go of
yoursell think nothing about how high you reach for length or
bigness of tone amounts to nothing when the purity and timber
[timbre] is not there see to your cloths [clothes] not style just
now but tone you can be stylish later, Sing from the rib God
took from man. How I wish I could make you understand but
don’t worry everything will come in time. God knows best.
You men of high law and standing think ye of the reason of this.
God picks out the one who comes to him empty handed to do his
work the diamond in the darkness. The child has nothing but
voice she has her lessons to learn hard to jearn. The birds of the
air have nests but my girl has not a place to lay her head see the
light in her little feeble efforts but great in God’s sign for he has
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commanded so to be. Right will follow as sureiy as the day
follows night. My girl must not count anything but only listen
to the applaus{e] on the home land she see... [pencil ran off
page] and hers but knows not like the wind whether it cometh or
goeth, She is stand[ing] on the shore and can hear the waves
but O ye men of greatness can you tell her where they come from.
But God said to them peace be still and they were so why douu
[you] say to them I want to full fill my part of my work Good
needed me but in my blindness I saw it not so be patient she will
stand the test no matter how hard your question. Make Ida
tired.

{Yes I was very tired and feel the need of resting.)

Good girl to say so for I was to [too] full of meaning to think
of you you forgive mother.

(Most certainly.)

faint [?] price of chain [possibly ‘chance’ as pencil ran off
page.] See the woman lady tomorrow.

(I hope to.)

Mother will sign her name.

(Write for me the way you will sign your name.)

Emma Abbott Ida's Mother in heaven and one [on] earth too
for who is more than I, She lost her chance, She told you of
God and his love and the the first to show you how to forget him,
Poor girl there are two who never will fail you. God vour father
and your mother who has held your childish hand into woman-
hood until today you have gotten away from me many times hut
as a poor tired cluld you heard my voice and came back to me
at eventide for you were airaid of the dark and I knew you would
be. Go listen to his word and try to keep the thought with vou
Edna [evidently for ‘ Ida’] you are growing day by day so does
the seed just planted so keep the straight road so you can see
the end. Emma Abbott.

March 6th, 1913,
[Prayer by Miss Ritchie.]

Emma Roland. My girl's name. Make it so by fee Emma
Abbott. Ida is lady ashamed of herself,
{What do you mean? What lady?)

AW
A}
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Abbott. She does not say good morning she never said to
my girl anything what is her name. does she know she says
good day a baby can say that. Many do but I don’t better sing
and stay awake. FEmma hope to sign her name. We tried yes-
terday but failed.

(Yes, what made you {ail?)

She is to [too] full of slumber to write much to any one.
stay by me and I will be and * * [writing ceased.] [Note
73.)

\ March 7th, 1913,

Go to madam mdam madamf * * Madam think for me.
Ida you know who I mean.

(No, I do not. Can’t you tell the lady when I call to see
her Monday what Madam you mean and why see her?)

Tell her I have come back to her. She will be glad to see
me tell my girl is to be a help to me. Emma lives in this world
and hers she often enss [erased] [two musical notes drawn].
Sing to be a help to herself. She tried to the other day. Say
to her Em: ... [pencil ran off paper] Emma Abbott she will say
let me hear you sing Sing sing and see if she won’t help you
Nordica say you were to [too] much of a weed to look after
Emma say God loves the weak [?] best. Many times you must
be shown the right way then listen to me like the lady of shut
lids. When do you see her again.

{Next Monday, if all is well.)

Allis well. child why say that.

(You know what I mean., [ told you last night.)

Man must know,

(No, he does not. You tell him next Monday, then he will
understand.)

Ida tell him yourseif.

73. This allusion to “too full of slymber™ is evidently to Mrs.
Chenoweth's trance, and the trance is referred to in this manner several
times. It is curious that it takes this form because Miss Ritchie knows
the term for it well enough, It would appear as sleep to the communi-
cator,
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{No, he would rather you would tell him.)

Sing today for your throat needs the exercise, Get the
Madam address.

{Ii I did know it, what good would that do me, when I have
not the funds to go and see her.)

Emma will get it like the coat firm in word and deed. Madam
bet ... [?]

{Don't try, but tell the lady Monday moming.)

Ida you don't seem to want me to try to write only that lady of
slumber time she does not care for me what does she sleep for.

(I don’t know. You will have to ask Dr, Hyslop.)

J P friends man of one thought based on God's word and the
light thrown upon it. Ade ... madam comes first Madam * *,

March 8th, 1913,
[Prayer by Miss Ritchie.)

Ida finish your education.

{What education’ do you mean? I have no education in any
line.}

Music. Ida live your life for mankind.

{Yes, that does not feed or clothe you. Sounds well.)

Emma will see to that.

(‘Thanks very much.)

fee the lady.

(Yes, if all is well)

God is behind youn let him guide your steps to Madam.
FEmma best friend lady shuts her eyes So she can’t see but she
must see God or she will never open wide the S [apparently
erased] shutter to the great things of earth life. Edna you had
lost your husband. you could smile if you did. My hope lies in
the songs of the heart but your heart is filled with little doubts
and fear which send out their thought to every part of your body.
So be great Ida one must not be great just simple as your [you]
have always been tried and trid [tried] but more sweet * *,

Come nearer told if you can get help. Get so you can hear
me sing. Ida your own will holds you back sit free to speak
sing or listen. make tone like this [large circle drawn]. Shut
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our eyes the Lord will lead you be not afraid. sing to Madam
you know,

(You tell the lady Monday what Madam you mean and just
what you want me to do.} _

Come to the fount of living water kind of sleepy Edna Emma.

(No, Emma dear, when I go to the lady’s house Monday, can
you not write on paper something you introduced in life that
made you very famous? If you cannot write if, tell the lady and
she wilt talk and tell for you. Think hard. What were you
noted for?)

So you doubt me too.

(No, dear. 1 only wanted to see if you remember after all
these years, It would please Prof. Hyslop very much il you
would. You sang The Last Rose of Summer. Now what other
thing was it that made you famous?)

sang opera Kiss him Abbott kiss, My child you shouid not
bring up my idea of fame,

{Will you tell the lady Monday about it?)

must L.

{Yes, to make it stronger for me that you are really the one
helping me.)

Yes but my child sing and you won't need that kind of fame
sing the day Emma heard you last night sounder than [?] and to
[too] childlike. How is the lady today.

{Nicely, I hope. Why?)

Emma says she worrtes like you for fear, I'll leave out any-
thing in my past history if she scemed [erased] seems to be ill
to [too] bad shine your Mother by doing as she directs. Come
near the fady, Sit so you can see and learn of her even tha..,
[pencil ran off page] she is dead. Madam Lil... [pencil ran
off page.}

March 17th, 1913,
[Prayer by Miss Ritchie.)

Emma finds pine together with honey good for your throat.

(Thank you, I will try it.)

finds it hand no difficulty to write. you try being sleepy Ida.

{T would like to, but do not know how.)
Sing my child and you will find my veice on my lips your soul
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not soule {underscored] given up to our work, Do you catch
the meaning of Soul ask the helper he will {sign of the cross
made.] Come to me thy cross bearer and I will add all to thy
life a hundred * * [‘pounds’?] My lady sits and thinks of
my girl. you do not see * * [scrawi] her I have. Emma
liked her my girl was afrid afraid where Emma is. O my child
will you ever learn to trust me and the father that sent me, I
am always near, Remember [sheet changed] Remember Sce
lady again.

(No, I think not.) {Note 74.]

3o bad don’t you like her,

{Yes, but it costs money to see her.  You know we can’t make
a move on this earth but it takes money.)

Sing and you will be blessed with talent that money cannot
huy. Lay not treasures .....

{Some one came in and | had to stop writing. ]

[When writing was resumed a trompet shaped figure was
drawn with small end termination at word *treasures’ appar-
ently to indicate where the thought began.)

full and running over if you wok [work] and faint not,
Emma lines [ ?] are not slack to help her only girl,

(I know, Emma dear, but what most of us need in this world
is money to bring about any work we undertake and you know
1 haven't that.)

(To make money one must have money.) {J. H. H.]

My child go where the Lord leads you will have all eternity

74, The sign of the croas was clearly made this time and makes
clear what the intention was on the earlier oceasion. The reference to
Miss Ritchie’s father evidently has in mind the same thing that came
from him through Mrs. Chenoweth, Cf. p, 504 It is not evidential,
but it coincides with it, and if purely automatic 1s a cross reference,

The expression "' soul not soule,” underscoring the latter, is a most in-
teresting cryptic way of indicating Mrs. Chenoweth. The underscored
word is her real name, and Miss Ritchie is asked: " Da you catch the
meaning of Soul, ask the helper he will”™, This evidently refers to me,
and I did recognize its import at once. 1 asked Miss Ritchie if she knew
the medium’s name and her reply was: * Yes, by mistake you wrate it
on the paper Feb. 24th on the Afth page, Mra. Chenoweth.” This shaws
that she did not knmow her real name, and the reference makes a good
covidential incident,
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to learn the reasons why sing sing. Sing for help over the
* % that divides us, Thon [?] time is song unsung. De
thankful for the light of the lady she is only one step to liead of
vou ar many not that if you only knew child., Man will know
what I mean. how did you like my singing. Listen for your
ears are open to every string [?] that sends it{s] [pencil ran off
page] tone to your hearing. Sit up straight in your chair.
Carrie likes to talk of our world Lut does not believe. the only
thing she befieves in you little girl and not God but she will
* * ['savan’] alter the clouds have clearned [cleared]. My
) God lorgive my unnbelief. |[Following is written backhamd.]
My child prepare for your work has just begun Friend of time
your work is not in vain girl is the sign board of light between
the ..... [line drawn across page] forgot the word the the
darkness yet to he proven find my things little lady knows I
have told her she is being watched by more than one Hyslop my
friend but needs care like a flower of great sweetness hard to
keep alive but O what are * * ['words’ ?] afterwards. One
can't grow in the tiick forest with no rain or sunshine to fall
upon  to grow s to live. Mary. [Note 75.]

March 1%th, 1911,

My child my message is of no account unless the light throws
its ray far enough to make the word [possibly ‘ world ’ intended)
understand my thought or what is expressed in them. Salt is

73, There is much that is interesting in this passage. The com-
municator cannot get clear what she wants 10 say and evidently tells
Miss Ritchie that I will understand what she is teying to tell her and 1
had to explain it to Miss Ritchie. 1t was that Miss Abbott wanted her
to practice singing by herself so that she, Miss Abbort, might get into
better control. This {s repeated over and over again in the automatic
wriling later before it was understood. She wanted to have Miss
Ritchie as good a psychic as Mrs. Chenoweth, as indicated in statement:
*“the lady is only one step ahead of you”,

Carrie is the name of an acquaintance of Miss Ritchie. Mary, the
name at the emd of the message, is that of my wife, and possibly it is
she to whom the reference is made, as the remark that *she is being
watched by more than one Hyslop™ would suggest this, Aliss Ritchie
dis] nnt knaw the name nf my wife or that she was dead.

)t-il
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salt and the flavor is gone without it. So many cooks put out
the fire for one will have a hot oven and the next one cooler so
on they go until the whole dinrer is spoiled not any one to blame
in particular but a failure. My chid [child] you do not see the
light ask him mr Hu. ... [line drawn] My help me out.

(You mean Mr. Hyslop.)

Yes tell him to catch my meaning and infrom [inform] you
child tell him all are not dead that sleepeth even if they do not
resound to the cord of all the weork. time to be merry even over
here. lady say she wonders why she thinks of me years ago
if { can think, There used to be a song My lady sleepeth or
something like that so she does.

Baby * * [‘cuys’] keep the sh...{pencil ran off page].
haby looks to you for light my child she was good to you the lady
so don't find fault if baby looks to you no matter haw many years
between baby always I feel like that myself although you are a
big girl now but big baby so do all mothers.

(What baby do you mean? I do not know any baby, only
my brother and I did not reaily know him.)

Man your friend will know why the baby you saw the baby
at the house and sat heside me * * [scrawl] lady’s baby.
She does not see even when her eyes are open but you do so tell
her love of the world is in a little shoe.

Send to the man my child my mind works so fast today so let
us try for her sake to help too  [Note T6.]

[Rest of the record not sent to me. Evidently personal.]

March 30th, 1913,
[Prayer by Miss Ritchie.]

Rosa Madam. you don't yourselfi Madame is asking
vour Madam Rosa Madam Emma is the here to stay., Ida is
too full of bitterness.

76. Mrs. Chenoweth lost a child many years ago and Miss Ritchie
did not have the slightest knowledge of the fact. The representation
here is that the child was seen at the sitting with Mrs. Chenoweth,
This might be true for Miss Abbott, but Miss Ritchie saw no appari-
tion of a child at the time.
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(Who says this?)

Madam Rosa. [Note 77.]

(Well, what is that to you, please?)

No Idais to [too] full of bitterness. Sing in silence to get
help try Emma but first being sh,,. * *

(As I konow how.)

Emma wants you to sing.

(How can 1 sing when I haven't a position?)

My child sing at home I will hear you.

(How much will you pay me?)

[Apparently a tube drawn, if circle and two parallel lines
mean this, but probably intended for ‘O '.] better than even you
could imagine,

{How much is that?)

Sing and find out my child.

(I did the other Sunday. They paid me two dollars and a
half.)

O [tube again.] my child Emma is so sorry to understand
the meaning. You must not sing again my my my my to [too]
had. I am so shall I say angry to [too] bad little [pencil ran
off page]). They dare O * * [scrawls] Sing not again in
the Sitent house my girl voice Emma voice sold for a farthin[g]
dont go again, Sing to the Sitting waiting people who know
and pay for hearing and knowing sing only when [ tell funder-
scored several times.] you to, Sing in pleasant pastures {or there
vou will find quiet waters only my voice to break the silence.
Emma bags [begs] your pardon for her change of thought.
But the word [prabably for ‘ world '] must not make little Emma
Abbott’s girl to [too] bad to [too] bad. Most as fiery as Edna
what you little girl forgive Emma. Sing for the Silent house.

{You seemed like a real being Emma dear. [ forgive you, of
course.)

Madam says you both need her to watch over you my did not
know there was so much in her beyond yond [written over first
effort] the thought of goodness. Mother love holds the strings
up here. Emma Abbott holds the rain [rein] in both hands.

77. 'This “Madam " appears later several times, Miss Ritchie did
not suspect whe it might be. Here it is clearly enough intended for
Parepa Rosa, and she takes the form of an advisor later, as here too.
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don't let them slacken my child you do at times. Madam say
she is not sorry for it was funny. [ tell you Emma waved the
flag all right my she was really grand in her stand for * * *
* * * [three words undecipherable] it my you would not have
got that at grand Opera for that money not in my day.

no will you mind your mother. sing my chid [child].

{ Why did Madam Nordica forget me?)

don't mind Madam Nordica she must have her lesson too.
My little girl the time is not far away when she will listen 2
[and] learn of him who put the song in your mouth and the light
to see and follow a lamp unto your feet but my child the lamp
is full trimmed and when you hear my voice light your lamp and
the whole world will say see the rays and be helped * *
[(*oum” apparently] there [probably for ‘their’] bindness
[probably for ‘blindness’]. You must be firm for when you
drop in your force I drop also, man will drop also so but not in
the light. you will my I wish you would talk and sing to ...
[pencil ran off page.]

(I cannot write any more, but will you come again and give a
message for Mr. Hyslop, say this afternoon?)

Can’t the lady of the shut eyes give hitn a2 message. He lives
where doubt follows every thought even to my girl that I am
not the being of the errand. I am trying to bed [be dead] or may
be never was only in your sphere. Sit in the silence more and the
cords [chords] will vibrate to your ears. Woman sings in her
sleep. So must you. Your own will holds the key ta the silent
world

April 5th, 1913.
[Prayer by Miss Ritchie.]

Emma find. [Line drawn. Evident hiatus and then a figure
8 drawn, large size and with no apparent significance.] better
next time. [Another large figure 8 drawn.] child time your
'time goes when man's work is over, Emma thought you stronger
my child would rather work here on in our home land Seem to
[too] hard 2 fight. [ thought so to [too] but my life had shown
God's meaning and | thought to be at rest.  Rest without a2 mis-
sion and my and my baby girl such a baby you have alwys [al-
ways] been baby never a big girl and I want you always to re-
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mazin that way. Dut you must stay in the sun shine like the
birds for your true condition worries me for you must finish my
work but a flower's that never has the sun drops drops.

I must not write that work [word] for there is no such word
my heart is sad today such unbelief don't you like O what do 1
mean the stick that follows your hand be sure to see the best
Singer Madam.

{Madame wha?)

Madam must see the new shoes, My Emma was delighted.

(Why do you speak of shoes?)

Your shoes better own up to it Emma said you had some to
[too]. Emma be nice to the Idy [lady] child see my [line drawn
to right lower corner of sheet and last word on that page written)
home. Madam is waiting to see the shoes,

[1 got a new pair of shoes Wednesday.}

Many miles to the homeland foot sore and weary, Emma
says she feels better now do you know why.

{Yes.)

My better tell me,

(Who are you? WWhat reason have I to tell you?)

My don’t be to [too] prima like fol... [pencil ran off pad.]
I'm your friend too little girl.

(! am sorry. If you want to know you mus! ask.)

Emima is so glad my girl your foot is smaller than mine, Miss
Ida iriend too. find the box my girl [last five words written back
hand]

{Where is it? You have told me that before, you know.)

My girl better find you are to [too] free in your way of think-
ing {last nine words in back hand) Emma says let your light
so shine to not only be of help to mapkind but to her, My child
do if you know the meaning of unfinished work. Oh dear O
dear you must not fail me. Sing her [?] the light see the light
I'm so worried lady said you looked sick,. No No Work had
just begun.  God will it so he would not let me fail again. what
did lady mean. Madam says better feel well or Emma will be
the same,

(1 do not know what you mean. [ feel pretty well, only tired,
but I was born tired, you know.)

you must be born again in the light of true love to really
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live Emma says sit down in good chair and she will sit heside
you like women of dead self. Don’t you like the lady. I can
sec my eyes in yours and she saw her eyes in mine better so do
you know what Emma ..

(No.)

Madam say try to...Madam say Says goodbye little girl
Shoes M. Emma says I'll do better next time child but my
heart is overflowing with worry you don’t see or know. O God
what have [ done to be so famished sing what will make your
throat strong be happy time waits for no man tell man that
... O help me to make him you [? scrawls erasing] understand
tell him even a weed falls for the rain and sunshine is not enough.
Edna go out with my girl you will be blessed too. Emma Emma
expects you to gether [gather] fresh seed for your garden found
between leaves not dead ones Emma says. Fmma say good day
Never good night to you both you said the prayer all right.
Madam.

Sing for help never mind forgotten promises, Sing O my
child. Tam ... must I see * * [scrawls] myself broken at
the stem. Goodbye dear friend. O dear O dear Madam says
goodbye to the child of promise.

(Goodbye, Emma and the rest of the friends.)

May 20th, 1913.
[Prayer by Miss Ritchie.]

Many follow the life of sense to better themselves in the
ev[e] of men. [Figure drawn apparently without meaning.|

Ida is your friend waiting. See the best songs. Madam is
here to put you to sleep, Emma is afraid to let you sleep under
the sky for she does not understand if you come home you woul:
be glad Emma says but my work Ida you must try harder to be
just what God intended you to be a lamp under my feet and
shield and buckler to my s..your seli. Edna is your heart open-
ing like the buds on the trees to God's new life you promised me
you know how the wind blows so does your courage in this life
but the quiet hour is at evening tide when Gods calls the sheep to
fold ior the night. Madam says I take myself away when she

O TN
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writes the book of life she certainly sings and knows her errand
and so do we all but fail to profit by it.

My child there is only one way to live one to die so 1 thought
but by dying I live a[{nd] follow more the words of the master
than ever before. Had 1 truly follow[ed] along the lines of love
and life I would not have disobeyed his law of nature. Sin not
that by dying you momit [commit] a greater sin better suffer
loss than have to make it up. Going back over a lesson is the
hardest part of my life. Ednra you fill your lamps but never
trim them.

Madam think that over take your time. My girl you stand
to [too] near the shore you can only gather driftwood there you
know,

(Emma, dear, I cannot understand your lesson talk this
morning. Where shall I go for light?)

[Figure drawn that might be intended for a cross, tho Jike
an unstrung bow.] Ida the cross held the light of the world.
Ida you rest only on wordly [worldly] clay so did I don't you see
the lesson. God has give you surely. Emma waits your retumn
to work Cod is so rest in that promise. Our lady fails for she
rests not in his life sleep but not in God armchair like a tired
child afraid to let go of earth for one minute of the clock trust
man but not God. Some day you will lead and they will says
[say] she is taught of God.

Mrs. C. J. H. H. and Miss Ritchie. December 8th, 193
10 A, M.

[Subliminal.]

{Sitter admitted. Long pause and sigh.] Oh dear me.
[Pause.] Do you know any nervous quick man, quick action
I mean. Oh he—first he is on one side and then on the other
talking away like any thing. He is not old, not a boy. 1 should
think he was 40, perhaps 45 years old. Oh. [pause] He has
got very strong blue eyes, not vivid blue, but just clear blue eye.
Hm. Brown hair, rather dark. Wait a minute. Don’t hurry
me. [Pause.] Fred, that's his name. That’s all. Do you
know him?
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{No.}) [Sitter shook head.]

That's his name. [Sitter touched my arm as if recognizing
him.] [Note 78.]

[Long pause. Rolled hand, clinched fist and then flattened
hand, paused and sighed, and then reached for pencil.]

[Automatic Writing.]

[part of unfinished letter: pause and then apparent start to
write ‘m,’ but unfinished. Pause and hand relaxed and then re-
newed hold on pencil.]

[possibly ‘know me’] Em ... [pause.)

{Go ahead.)

E E [pause] m [not complete and very slowly made.
Pause and pencil fell and reinserted.]

[Long pause.] [Note 79.]

[Probable Change of Control]

[ Writing began here to be heavy and difficuit.] T am trying
to come to you with all the will I possess.

[Sitter touched me and signified that her arm was troubled
and she was evidently in great pain. I held same a few minutes
with my left and then asked her to sit further back, which she did,
After sitting 1 learned that the pain continued great throughout
and had not left her afterward.]

I am almost too strong bt * * [I?] I do not know how
to release the pressure.

{Just keep calm.)

keep calm is not easy. R R R [struggle] H is helping me,

{Good for R. H.)

and he tells me to [struggle with pencil in which it was
placed between first and second finger, as Mrs. Piper used to
hold it under Hodgson’s work.] ask for a longer pen.

78. Fred is the name of a deceased friend of the lady with whom
Miss Ritchie makes her home. He has appeared at times through the
automatic writing of Miss Ritchie herself.

79. The letters * E m"™ are the first two letters of the person from
whom 1 wished to hear again. I did no! signify that they were correct
here because 1 wished to redeem the situation somewhat from the ob-
jection to the first getting of the name at the previous series. It came
in lult later, and 1 rescrve further comments for that occasion.
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[New and longer pencil given. \Writing became easy and
calm.] That is better. who used that one before 1 did.

(A friend of the gentleman who was here last week.)

2 positive person.

{Yes I believe s0.)

I could not get away from that feeling. I am a man you know
why 1 tell you that the first thing just to get it of my mind.

(Yes.}) [Note Bih]

I know sh¢ is here-and wants to hear from me. * * [pause
and struggle for control. P. F. R. and long pause.]{

My [long pause] * * child my child how good to come
here to you,

{Yes, you are most welcome.)

I came hecause of your need and to tell you of other efforts,

(Yes, tell .... ) [Writing went on.]

before this at at other time[s].

{Yes, where?)

once at a place miles from here and where two [read ‘we'.
P. F. R, pause.] two tried to come and once nearer here.

{ Who was the other person who tried to come with you?)

younger one. [Pause.]

{Is any one with you now?} Yes. (Whoisit?)

two are here with me this moment.

(Yes, teil who they are.)

man and woman (Who is the woman?) wo ... [superpos-
ing and hand pulled down.] woman is one dear to her and who
would do something for her,

{ What would she do?)

B0, I can only call attention to the remarkable circumstance that
the communicator was visibly affected by the fact that another com-
municator of very positive characteristics had used this special pencil
the week before. Similar phenomena have occurred with Jennie P., one
of the regular controls, but not with other communicators. Tt is a
phenomenon which Dr. Hodgson remarked in his experiments with Mrs
Piper. The communicator was probably the sitter’s father, as [ infer
from later events.

t The letters “ P, F. R are for  Pencil fell and was reinserted ™ amd
“N. R” for " Not read”. These abbreviations have been adopted to
save space.
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work for and with her and establish ler life you know E—
(pause] and 1 are both here,

(What work would she do?)

work that will bring to her the joy of fulfilling her own tasks
left incomplete by her death,

(What ..., ?) [Writing went on.]

Not very clear yet but I will get it if she doesn't take the
pencil away [rom me.

{All right. Take your time.)

We have had some experience before she and I and we never
disagree but get in each other’s way sometimes.

(I understand.)

I do not want to do that but sometimes I have to. My child
[read * head® Indian.] is ... child ... so precious to me even if
I have been here sometime.

(I understand.)

Do you understand all my desire to help my child.

{Yes I think I do, and you can take your time in making
matters clear.)

Thank you so much for your patience. [Pause.] I have
been trying to bring about some conditions to better the future
for you. [Pause.] I know your sensitive nature mediumistic
is what 1 mean and R. H. is so much interested in your case,

(I believe it.)

It is a case which calls for interest and great care great care,
[Pause.] Let me see if I cannot tell you something else for
although you might be interested in these things to a degree still
it is the future that appeals to you more than the past. The great
prophetic [pause] future and the hopes you have and the disap-
pointment which has come to you in regard to it is not to be con-
sidered or to concern you. Your work is to respond like a final
attuned instrument and those over here will make the work so
fine it will open doors of opportunity to you soon. [Pause.]

M Y [Pause and F. F. R.]

{Stick to it.) [Note 81.)

81. Secveral words and allusions not only indicate who the com-
municator is, but also make other coincidental hits. The term ‘child”® -

indicates a parent, and it is implied that the sitter is mediumistic and
has some special work to da under inspiration. The expression “E

S asool
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{Probable Change of Control.]

A AA [P.E.R]

{Stick to it.)

[Pause.] t t [Pause. P. F. R.]

(Stick to it.)

b b {not read at time and reading may be questioned, the
lines are undoubtedly so readable.] [P, F, R.]

(Stick to it.)

Abbott [written backward, thus: ‘ttobbA ' and not read
at time purposely.] {P.F. R.]

(Stick to it}

[Struggle and scrawls.] I know you are * * [scrawl
possibly for ‘here’] [P.F.R.] Iknow you. [Pencilfell]

[Mrs. C. began to cough very violently and I soon saw she
was in apparent death throes of one dying from trouble with the
lungs. T placed the left hand on her forehead and a little later
the right hand on her throat also. There was much coughing and
struggling, as if she would lose her breath and die. T kept cool
and had no fear tho it lasted perhaps ten minutes. Finally she
calmed down and the face twisted about a moment and became
placid.] [Note 82.]

and I are both here”, followed by a reference to “ her own tasks left
incompiete by death” point to Emma Abbott and the general pature of
the sitter. Mrs. Chenoweth had not seen the sitter, but here gets at the
tain general characteristics at once. The whole trend of the messagt
points in the right direction, as readers will observe,

82, The getting of the name Abbott in this instance is very wdl
protected against the usnal method of diserediting such things. | had
brought Miss Ritchie to the sitting without any previous intimation
that T had expected to do so. Mrs. Chenoweth had never seen her 2l
any time and there was no opportunity whatsoever to see her at ths
time or to know that she had ever had sittings before. The consequeact
is that getting the name at this first return rather redeems the situ-
tion which prevented the getting of it at the earlier sittings from bemz
evidential. Indeed I did not even read the name aloud this time and
did not recognize at the time thar I had gotten it. 1 did uotice that |
got several letters of it, but did not notice that the full name had brer
written backward. Hence, as I did not read it aloud, the phenomens
representing the symptoms which accompanied the death of Miss Abbot
were good evidence of identity. She died from pneumonia, The trouble
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[Subliminal.]

Am I dead?

(I guess you have been. It is all right. I think the person
got too far in.) )

[Clearing throat.] What did they do it for?

(I do not think they intended it at all. It only happened by
accident.)

Oh, Oh. [Cough.] There must have been a dreadful pain
in the lungs. Did you know it?

{Yes.) [Miss Abbott died from pneumonia.]

Is that what made them do it?

(Yes.)

Oh, T wish you would put your hand [pause]

{What?) [Desired sentence finished.]

where I cough, [Placed my hand from head to breast a few
moments.] That's better, [Cough.] Thank you, that is better.
[Removed hand.] It is just like having it yourself, isn't it?

(Yes.)

fPause and smile on face.] You don't know who it is, but it is
a lady.

(Yes, I know.)

She stooped down and said, so sorry, It was just the sym-
pathetic current, you know.

(Yes,)

I couldn't help it. Do you know if she ever had a green
velvet dress?

{We don’t know.} [Sitter shook head.]

I see this long velvet dress, a sort of olive green like a Mar-
guerite costume.

(Yes.) [Sitter touched my arm nodding and smiling.]

It looks like that * * * * [rwo words in notes illegible.]
down the back, really a Marguerite costume. [Cough and
pause.] Sheis pretty in it. 1 don’t think I can get this and the
name. I kind of get them mixed. I can't tell you.

with breathing and the severe coughing of Mrs. Chenoweth—frightening
Miss Ritchie with their realism—were excellent simulations of the real
conditions of that diseasé, and Mrs. Chenoweth knew nothing about
the cause of Miss Abbott's death.
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(Try.)

When I said it was Marguerite, you know she clianged it and
said the dress belonged to Elsa and not to Marguerite. Perhaps
you know now do you?

(Yes.)

Shall T tell you a little word she says?

(Yes.)

God bless my tittle friend.

(If you can, tell who she is.)

[Pause.] I think she is an actress, you know. [Pause.] I
think so. [Note 83.]

{Well, tell all you can.)

Well, T only think so. She don’t tell me. I can’t ... \Why
yes .. [Pause.}] you know her.

(Wheo is it?)

Why, she has been here before. [Pause.] She would rather
telt it herself.

{She must tell.) Why? (For evidence.)

[Pause.] I have forgotten her name. I have seen her in
this room before but I don't remember the name. She put her
hand on my forehead and won't let me remember. I ought to
know, * * * * [Unimportant sentence missed because I
had to catch the next.] She makes me think of that singer.
You know what [ mean.

{ Yes, you ought to be able to tell.)

Well, when she won't let me?

(All right.)

1 remember Emma, Emma, you know. Emma, Emma,
Goodbye.

(Goodbye.)

I didn't tell you did I? [Sitter left room.]

(No.) [Note 84.]

B3, Miss Abbott was an actress but she took no part in the operas
in which the characters Elsa and Marguerite were found.

84, This weakness of memory betrayed by the subliminal is an in-
structive fact. Whether discarnite spirits can prevent a psychic from
recalling memories I da not know or care, and the allegation cannot be
verified. Bat it was an interesting psychological limitation to find this in-
ability to recall the name until prodded to do so, tho the personality
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[Reached for my hand and awakened in a moment.]

Mrs. C. J. H. H. and Miss Ritchie. December 9th, 191
10 A M.

[Subliminal.]

[Sitter admitted. Long pause. Reached for pencil and long
pause.]

[Automatic Writing.]

* * [scrawl.] Go on with the work and know that not only
E. A. [periods inserted.] is at the post [pause and erased.] point
[read ‘found’ hesitatingly and hand pointed till corrected.] of
contact between spirit and mortal expression or fine and exalting
[delay in reading] theme ,.. ex .... [read] but also a group of
people who have heretofore been unrecognized as a strong factor
in this new departure for the uplift of the world.

There are and have been cases isolated and peculiar where
now and again a descent of power has magnified an already
known capacity such as is some times seen in an influx of in-
spiration [read ‘ respiration’] ... inspiration ... in art of various
kinds in public speaking or in some new and untried work but
this is somewhat different for here is an attempt to do a specific
[N. R.] specific work with temique [‘technique’ but read
‘tongue’] ... tecn ... [read] and power as adequately expressed
as if the real organs were still in possession of the spirit who
desires to use them, )

We spoke of this last year and also of the other mckeble
{' remarkable’, but not read] cases ... remark ..., [read] cases
of drawing and writing which have been brought to your atten-
tion. It is the purpose of a group of intelligent men and women
on this side to bring to your notice as often as possible pople
[people] who have some unusual gft [gift] which is the dred
[* direct”, but N. R.] direct and perfect expression of some one
here who has found a perfect [new pencil given and it almost
broke down the control, and a pause of some moments followed. ]

seen wak recognized as one that had been present before. The whale
natural process of recalling forgotten knowledge is displayed in this in-
stance,
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transmit[t]er. We are not so much concerned to place the such
a transmitter in the ordinary scene of activity for the display of
such gifts as we [read ‘to’] we are to center the attention of the
psychologist and student of psychic power because often the
weakness of the flesh is made manifest and when such a trans-
mitter has been successfully placed and real and vital issue is lost
sight of or forgotten and a keenly developed sense of importance
is seen which makes for conceit and a lack of freedom in con-
fessing the real origin of power, That is the opinion of a group
of us [read 'res’ ... ] us who are ... {effort to erase “are’ and
possibly ‘who ' included.]

It may seem harsh and unsympathetic but the time has come
for the spirits to look for the best good for all and not for exploi-
tation of some particular individual however worthy or fine that
tndividual may be.

Do you comprehend the high and lofty spirit which mast
ever be the incentive [N. R.] insentive [incentive] for action in
these things.

(Yes, 1 do indeed.)

It is all the service of God and if we selected here and there
the individual and set him apart with a peculiar power which
gave him preference over his fellows and then the gift were
misused it would only be the same sort of life in which you now
live and would be a most dangerous thing for the Truth we are
striving to express. Infread ‘on’] yo ... In your world money
is power and brings preferred situations. Ve must make no snch
mis ... [sheet changed] mistakes as birth and money have made
in your world.

It is a great theme and I might go on a long while to show you
my position but it is not necessary. LEnough has been said.
beter [Better] to die despised forsaken crucified [N. R.] crucified
misunderstood than to have the universal power of the spirit
which descends in [pause and Indian.] ways to call attention to
itself perverted into a power for self achievement for accomplish-
ment. [Pencil fell and groan. Pause and pencil reinserted.]
[Note 85.]

" 85 The personality implicated in this long message explaining the

motives of this work was not revealed. The writing was different from
what is usual, tha reflecting the influence of Jennie P, whose style 1 can
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[Change of Contral.]

* * [scrawl, but apparent attempt to make some large letter. )
[P F. R]

{ Stick to it.)

E m m a [pause] wishes to say that her purpose is to prove
the power of connecting [groan] the two [pause] states of ex-
istence and to also say that the training which a spirit can give
is just as valuable as training given by successful teachers still
in the body and that all the work so far done has been a work
which will be of nse in the future career of her young friend and
that the promise of help is not an ide [*idle” and so read after
delay] one but given in good faith.

(I understand and I suppose it will take time to fulfil the
promise.)

Yes but not such time as my young friend sometimes fears.
It will soon be evident to her what is being done and all the
ideas of abandoning the work will take flight and the old en-
thusiasm will return to her, [Note 86.]

Her father is also [pause and Indian.] a glad helper and seuds
a greeting today by me. [Indian and struggle to keep control.]

I somehow lost my head [read *heat’ thinking it referred to
hand which T felt was cold.] ... he ... [read] and get into con-
trol more than I intend to and then I am not as free to express
myself as when [ am farther away.

I like your hair [N. R.] ... hair ... cur ... {N. R.j the way
you are doing it now. [Sitter’s hair curled.] .

always recognize. But even tho her style was a composite part of the
result both the thought and language emplayed revealed touches that
were not hers, tho not inconsistent with hers, She has a full realization
of the ethical import of all such work, but she does not often or ever
express herself in this particular way. But it matters not who the per-
sonality was from which it came. The whole outline of the situation
takes a lofty attitude, and rightly diagnoses the weaknesses morally of
all cases which Iay claim to powers which are not all their own.
Whether we regard the passage a5 a subliminal production or a foreign
inspiration it has the correct cthical favor,

86. Miss Ritchie has often felt discouraged in her ambition and as
often thought of throwing it all up.
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[Pencil fell and hand seized mine and held it tightly for
some time and then dropped it.]

[Subliminat.]

Go to New York, [long pause] Hm Hm., Do you like
yellow?

(Miss R. Yes.) Particularly? (Miss R. Well, I can’t say
as I do.)

I see so much yellow, I like soft yellow satin gowns on you.
[Pause.] They took pretty on her, Dr. Hyslop.

(What?) [Sentence not heard clearly.]

Yeilow satin gowns. She probably knows better than you do.

{Yes.)

You probably know nothing about those things.

{No.)

You are stupid. [Delay in my answering.] Hey?

{ Wait.)

1 can't talk in jerks like that. She looks best sometimes in
yellow, That is what her friends say.

Have you ever been in California?

(Miss R. No.) Would you like to go? (Miss R. Yes.)

You are going. Funny. I see you going. There is some-
thing special you are going to do. Oh dear, Oh dear. [Pause.]

[Sigh.] Don’t let me do that again. [Pause.] Ask her
something. Ask your friend something.

iAMliss R. Well, how soon shall I go to California?)

[Pause.] She don’t show me any figures like 1 2 3, but she
shows me a picture of a train and snow and cold, snow and every-
thing rushing. I think it is this winter. We are in winter now.

{Miss R. Yes)

Well, we are in winter now. Are you planning anything
about it?

(Miss R. No.)

1 see a train as if something were taking you across, because
it is like an engagement. Something to do, because all is Aurry
and hurry, then a rush, When you do go it is like night, dark
and snowing and awful nasty and you don’t want to go,. But
you are starting for something that leads to something else. You
are a good little girl.



A Case of Musical Control, 543

{Miss R. I hope so0.)

I know s0. You are awfully disturbed over things, this eter-
nal waiting is upsetting.

{Miss R. It certainly is.)

It will soon be over. Here you are lonely and at nothing,
but something comes right up.

(Miss R. That's good.)

It is right near you. Do you know any one by the name of
Helen?

(Miss R. Yes.) I mean alive. (Miss R. Yes.)

Do you like her very much? (Miss R. Yes.) She is faith-
ful. I call her true blue Helen.

(Miss R. Yes.)

I got to go. But your friend loves you.

(Miss R. I am glad she does.)

She is going to bring a new man to bring certain strength to
you, certain physical strength. Oh it is a group, She laughs
and calls him the ring leader, but the whole group is working.
Goodbye.

(Goodbye.)

[Sitter left and pause, when Mrs. C. opened her eyes and
closed them again in a moment.]

My, I can't wake up. Bennie just walked up and gave his
name,

(Tell him to say something.)

Tell my father I didn’t get half a chance to say what T wanted
when he was here. [Awakened while T was writing, without
memory of anything.]

Mrs, C. J. H. H. and Miss Ritchie. December 10th, 1813,
9.30 A, M.

[Subliminal.]

[Sitter admitted. Long pause.] Hm. [Sigh of half distress.
Pause and twitching of hand. Long pause] I see a great
company of pecple. [Pause.] Hm. [Pause.] [Distress.] OGh
I don't ... [Pause and distress with coughing as if condition of
first day was returning.] Please don't. [Pause, cough and
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distress, and then quickly reached for pencil and began writing
at once.]

[Automatic Writing.]

It is the old old struggle. [Evident allusion to the cough.]

{1 understand.)

to do what 1 want to do in spite of the difficulty and no one
knows but myself how that ambition of mine to complete my
work enters [read ‘ unless ' doubtfully, pause, and read * centers’|
enters into all my association with my little friend and how I find
myself almost embodied in her life and how the old desires become
a part of her existence [read ‘ instance’ to have corrected if false]
ex. .. {read] as if they realy [really] belonged to her but it will
never bring harm to her nothing but an added equipment,

This is such a strongly sympathetic atmosphere that [ find
my spirit pervading the whole room and striking vibrant chords
on either side of me as | stand here to write to you. It is quite
impossible to tell all that I wish. I am hastening on with the
hope that I may make plain some things which are in my heart.
I have a real affection for the little girl born of my ready and
active aptitude to make her responsive to my voice. It wasat
first a trial only ] had often tried others but was so far success-
ful [N. R,] successful that I began to move [read ‘ have' doubt-
fully] beyond ... move beyond the sphere of experiment and to
find a real and vital interest in her welfare and lher career and her
career as you know from past work and today T stand ready to
help in every way. I have had some obstacles in my way of
praogress but never a conscientious desire to make the right con-
dition for the opportunity of another’s life is lost in this warld
or yours, [Note R?.]

87. It is interesting to remark the idea of uncompleted work as the
excuse for obsessing Miss Ritchie, 50 to speak. It is an idea that ap-
pears constantly in the literature of spiritualism, and the reference to
embodiment in it is perhaps one of those conceptions that have given
rise to the doctrine of re-incarnation. [t has always been claimed that
returning in this way is like having a hody and acting on it as one did in
normal physicat life, It remains to be proved that this is the fact, and
I note it here only to call the reader’s attention to it more explicitly.

There is some evidence that Miss Abbott has tried other cases to



The Case of Mrs. Blake, A5ty

such errors as would creep in had tie conversation been furnished
by Mrs. Blake.

*If Mrs. Blake does the talking, she must certainly be an
expert and must talk through her ear, 1 know that certain
gutteral sounds can be produced in the throat without movement
of the lips and it is possible that an expert could carry on a
lengthy conversation in the same manner. As to this you are
hetter informed than 1.

" Her night meetings are entirely different from the day. She
does not like to have strangers in her night sittings, but has fre-
quently accommodated me by permitting some of my friends
to come in. She has the room dark and with six or eight friends
gathered around a dining room table upon which an ordinary
guitar has been placed.

* As soon as ‘conditions’ are good her ‘control’, who is
her [deceased] son, asks that prayer be given, whereupon the
Lord's Prayer is repcated by every one in the room. Then the
*control ' usually asks for a certain religious song. After this,
and sometimes before it, there will be rappings on the table and
frequently little blue lights about the size of the head of a sul-
phur match will be seen floating around through different por-
tions of the room, usually aver the center of the tabte, or over the
_ top of the head of some of the persons in the room. Frequently
those lights will travel in pairs and will pursuee an erratic course,
sometimes in circles or sometimes in zigzag course. 1 have
tried to pick up these lights off the floor, but there was apparently
nothing to pick up., During these performances the guitar ap-
parently picks itself up off the table and floats around the room
over the persons, playing chords as an accompaniment as it
moves around, This, however, usually takes place while there
is singing going on. Materializations take place, which, however,
are not visible to myself or to any of my firiends, but 2 few of
my friends have claimed that they have undoubtedly seen vague
ontlines, but, of course, this may have been their imaginations.

“ However, Mrs, Blake will describe in detail some of your
relatives and state that they are standing right by vour side or
right behind your chair, and go into all details concerning their
appearance. Inone instance she described a sister-in-law of mine
whom she had never seen in the flesh, and the next day when
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Mrs, Blake was at my office and my sister-in-law’s photograph
was zalong with several other photographs on the wall, Mrs.
Blake at once recognized her and said that she was the lady whe
was present at the meeting the previous night.

“ Sometimes the voices seem to come out of the guitar, at
other times they come irom up high in the room and sometimes
from under the table. There are several voices which talk at
these meetings that are not refated to any one present, but seem
to be some sort of ‘controts’ of the medium, and attend her
meetings regularly, At times during these dark circles different
persons present will be touched on the head or back by the hand
of a *spirit.” Mrs. Blake conducts these night sittings usuaily
at her home, but has conducted them in my office and at the
residence of an acquaintance of mine here in the city.”

The value of the incident with the photograph and its
recognition depends on the question whether Mrs, Blake had
seen it prior to the sitting, as experiments had been held in
the home of Dr. Guthrie, and so I made inquiry on this point,
The following is Dr. Guthrie’s reply:

Huntington, W. Va,, Sept. 30th, 1912,
My dear Dr. Hyslop:

In regard to the séance 1 had with Mrs. Blake one night,
mention of which was made in my letter to Mr. Abbott some
time ago, in which Mrs, Blake recognized the photograph of my
sister-in-law whao had materialized the night before, I will state
that Mrs. Blake had never on any occasion seen this photograph.

Mrs, Blake had visited my residence on several occasions pre-
vious to this for the purpose of receiving medical treatment, and
also of giving me opportunities to study her peculiar medium-
ship. My residence was then, and is now, a very large building
belonging to the state. The portion of the building in which this
photograph was displayed was not in the same part of the build-
ing in which Mrs. Blake had given me sittings and received
medical attention. Mrs, Blake had no opportunity for seeing
this picture until after the sitting.
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The description given by Mrs. Blake of my sister-in-law on
the night of the sitting was so accurate that {our of her rela-
tives who were present immediately recognized her from Mrs.
Blake's description. Minute details were given as to color of
hair and the style in which she wore same, color of eyes, shape
of face, stature, figure, etc., and, after the description had been
given and the medium claimed that materialization had disap-
peared, a conversation took place between ourselves and the
* voice,” which further identified her as Eunice English, I can-
not recall at this time any description that was given that night
that was not found in the picture, except that Mrs. Blake stated
that the young lady was very small in stature. Of course, the
photograph would show this to some extent, but as it was only
a photograph of the shoulders and face the photograph itself
might leave some doubt as to the size of the individual.

Yours sincerely,

L. V. GUTHRIE.

It is the might sittings, with their accompaniment of the
stock phenomena which we know can be so easily duplicated
by the conjurer and the ordinary fraud, that suggest suspicion
of the whole case, and but for the difficulty of explaiming,
under the circumstances, the information about the dead, the
case might be dismissed for lack of adequate evidence that
such phenomena should be investigated. But the account of
them is a part of the record and should not be omitted.
Their accompaniment of undoubtedly supernormal informa-
tion increased the obligation to give attention to the case.
Dr. Guthrie had expressed to me the wish that the night sit-
tings be discontinued, but Mrs, Blake and her husband were
always more interested in them, because they thought the
phenomena were more convincing than the daylight sittings
with the trumpet. They had not the slightest suspicion of
the difficulty for the scientific mind in such performances.
There was every evidence that they were honest about it, in
my observation, [ had no opportunity to investigate her
for anzesthesia in my experiments, and if I had had it is
possible that I should have found either normal sensibility or

R I )(‘Ia
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subliminal hyperzsthesia, so that it would not have mattered
much if I had sought to determine it.

The description of Dr. Guthrie’s sister-in-law is not so
good an incident as may be desired to make an evidential
point. As Mrs, Blake had visited his office we may suppose
that she guessed at some relationship from the picture, de-
scribed it and then afterward pretended to recognize it. Per-
sonally 1 know enough about her to say that this suspicion
or accusation cannot be made without evidence, but as re-
ported in this letter the incident is not evidential.

The following is a reply to Mr. Abhott by Dr. Guthrie
and explains further the conditions under which the phenom-
ena occur.

May 20th, 1906.
My Dear Sir:—

1 have received your two letters of recent date, have also re-
ceived the two copies of the " Open Court” and read articles
with much interest, It 1s my opinion concerning Mrs. B. that
you should avoid undue haste in reaching conclusions, or giving
anything to the public. Every precaution should be taken in
the first place to conceal our real motives in visiting her. The
mare confident the medium is of success and the more at ease she
is with you, the more pronounced will be the different phenom-
ena. If you visit lier you should come prepared to stay two or
three days, in order to properly observe and study her case,

The descriptions of the different tricks, ete, for mediums
which you send me are very interesting but Mrs. B.'s perform-
ance is a little out of the ordinary. It is quite evident that Mrs.
B, does not give her sittings entirely on account of the money
that is derived from this source. She gave them for yeaes and
would not take money from any one, but for the last few years
has been receiving as a usnal thing one dollar per sitting, al-
though people in great grief who have not sufficient money to
spare this amount are charged nothing. On the other hand a
great many people voluntarily pay her more than her usual fee.
1 have frequently, while visiting her professionally, turned away
from her door at her request from six to a dozen people, who
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were anxious to see her and pay her one dollar each, and I have
repeatedly advised her to charge five dollars and limit the sitter
to thirty minutes, but she refuses to follow my suggestions in
this respect and says it would be hard on a great many people
of moderate means, who wish to communicate with their iriends.

You are entirely wrong in thinking that the sounds or voices
are conducted into the room by any system of pipes, or assist-
ance from confederates. 1 have had sittings with her in my own
office, also on the front porch in the open air, and on one oc-
casion in a carriage as we were driving along the road. She has
repeatedly offered to let me have z sitting and use a lamp
chimney instead of a tin horn and 1 have frequently seen her
produce the voices with her hand resting on one end of the horn,

Mrs. B.'s intimate friends tell me that her power is on the
wane and she states that this is caused by her declining health.
As a third person I have repeatedly watched during the con-
versation between the " spirits ” and a friend to detect any move-
ments of the throat or lips, on the part of Mrs, B, and have also
tried to see if she could converse with me at the same time that
the whispering in the trumpet could be heard. In two in-
stances I have thought that this took place. Apparently while
the whispering is taking place, Mrs. B. has her attention on the
“spirit" and is following along with the conversation, fre-
quently asking the “spirit " to repeat such sentences as are in-
cdistinct. At times a third person can hear the conversation
nearly as well as the person who has the trumpet to the ear, as
the conversation is quite loud and distinct, I have on many oc-
casions while sitting in an adjoining roem with the door closed
heen able to hear the conversation, but only understood words
at intervals. The sound to a third person seems to come from
the horn and when it is very low and weak can only be heard by
the person who has the trumpet to the ear.

I am familiar with the important part played by suggestion
in ventriloquism., There is a small tube leading from the throat
into the middle ear called the Eustachian Canal. It is about the
size of a wheat straw, The drum of the ear is between this
canal and the external ear. It is about two inches long and is
formed partly of bone and partly of cartilage and fibrous tissue.
Just at this time T do not wish to express my opinion as to the
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source of the whispering. You will ind by experimenting with
a tin horn, which is placed against your ear and the other end tn
a friend’s ear, that by talking low down in your throat the friend
can uncerstand some things you say, and that your lips will not
necessarily move. Some sentences are in this manner much
more readily produced than others.

There is a so-called medium in this vicinity, who tries to
imitate Mrs. B. 1 visited her last fall and it did not require
more than five minutes to convince me that the medium was do-
ing all the talking.

The character of the information furnished by Mrs. B. is truly
wonderful at times. T cannot imagine of any system of collect-
ing infarmation, trick or ordinary source that can compare with
it. Of course, I fully realize that man’s imagination is a wonder-
{ul thing and it is easy to deceive humanity especially on a sub-
ject of this kind and especially easy when the subject is over-
come with grief. I have never heard any music in the
trumpet, others have told me of it but I cannot vouch for their
statements. Mrs. B. impresses one with her conscientious
belief in spirituaiism and [ believe that she is honest in believieg
that the information she gives comes through her mediumistic
powers, But it is possible and I am sorry to say probable that
she does some things to help along the performance, in order to
create a more profound impression upon the subject, but be-
cause she possibly resorts to trickery in some parts is not
positive proof that it is afl a fraud,

I am experimenting with the prepared cloth you sent me and
also with phasphorus, And believe that I can imitate her lights
with a little phosphorus. The cloth does not produce a light
that looks like her production. Mrs, B, has frequently used a
guitar furnished by myself and I am positive that she does not
use a self-playing instrument; however, I do not state that she
does not in some manner, by trickery, attend to this part of the
performance. Mrs. B. has been repeatedly tested by scientists,
physicians and others, who are interested in this subject, and
willingly submitted to all of their tests, but several months age
she told me she would never again submit to tests as she had
in the past and gave as her reasons that it was exhausting to

"ot
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Omaha, Neb.,, Room 205 Neville Block, May 19th, 1906.
My Dear Prof. Hyslop:—

Your letter is received, also one from the eastern magician
who called this case to my notice, and to whom 1 am undes
agreement of secrecy, etc. I enclose copy of this letter, that
you may keep track of the case,

I had expected a further report from the Dr. in the case, but
so far none is received. I had sent him material for making
artificial lights in dark séances also instruction for the floating of
self playing instruments by use of the aluminum telescopic reach-
ing rod, etc,, ete. I had also sent him other literatare with a
bearing on the subject, and much instruction in the secrets of
similar things wherein trickery is employed.

I did not want to arrange to go until T am certain the case
justifies so much trouble. It will be a very easy matter to de
cide if the voices be genuine providing the woman will submit
herself to the tests I should propose.

If the voices originate in her head or throat, it could be de-
tected by certain tests, or by enveloping the upper part of her
person in a rubber sack, or by interposing a screen between
upper half of her person and the trumpet. Something of this
kind should produce an effect on the voices that would be notice
able. It, however, ought to be possible to detect such origin by
listening at her mouth, throat, nose, etc, while sounds go on, or
by keeping her conversing while the voices continue.

While she might have confederates and secrets in her house
I hardly think this the case, for it is 'most too complicated. A
good trick is always simple, There are secret speaking tubes
and such things utilized in trickery, but if this were the case
in this instance, her powers would remain with her home en-
tirely.

It ought not to be difficult to decide this matter, if she be
willing to submit to scientific tests. As to location she is abont
600 miles from you. I would gladly give you name and ad-
dress, could 1 hoporably do so. You see I am placed in 2
peculiar position. I could only have this revealed to me by yield-
ing to this condition. I was deeply interested and therefore !
yielded. As soon as 1 know it is not a trick I am at liberty to
give it to the world, but am bound to give due credit to the

(IR L.
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magician for the part he took in bringing her to the notice of
humanity.

This magician is well versed in tricks and is a dealer in them.
You see people who have made a special study of these things
for purposes of entertainment place great value on a good secret,
They lave devoted so much study and practice to such things
that they prize a good secret when they find one,

I agree with you, however, and, as I wrote him, T think if it
should be genuine it is the greatest day in the history of the
world when it shall be positively proved to be so.

While I would be glad to unravel a fine trick, this would be
entirely insignificant compared to what I should feel if I could
prove it to he genunine. The lady is away now and I think I
will be notified when she returns. I will give you liberty in the
case at the earliest possible moment. If I go I will try and go
soon, I am not certain however that we can get all shaped
around by July first,

If these voices do not criginate in the vocal organs of this
lady, nor in the vocal organs of some concealed confederates, I
can only see one solution to the problem. Can you see any
other? I am a very great skeptic, but am always open to proof,
and for the reason of my skepticism, my opinion ought to have
that much more value, if I should conclude this to be genuine.

Very truly,
DAVID P. ABBOTT.

Dr. Guthrie's reply to a long letter of inquiry by Mr. Ab-
bott was as follows:

June 22d, 1906,
My dear Sir: )

I have received your letter of June 18th and am very sorry
that { cannot give you some satisfactory information in my let-
ter today. Mrs. Blake is still bediast and in a serious condition.
She is at present suffering from dysentery. I have seen her re-
peatedly during the past week but owing to her condition have
not had an opportunity to observe any of the phenomena.

So for as [ am able to defect, and my experience in this matter
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God 1o Thee”, which was participated in by every one in the
room who could carry a tune,

In the meantime the little blue lights were flitting about the
center of the room at intervals. All three of the strangers from
Kentucky then had their different relatives talk to them, Con-
versation was along commonplace lines, Mrs. Bee had recently
lost a young lady cousin to whom she was greatly attached and
was very anxiouys to receive some communications from ber, but
was unable to do so, Mrs. Bee going so far in her experience as
to call for this relative on several occasions and gave the rela-
tive's full name at different times when the voices would be so
inaudible that we could not make out who they were. This, of
course, woutld have given Mrs, Blake a clue that would have been
of some assistance, but the strange part of the performance which
I wish to relate was that, with Mrs, Bee's assistance which Mrs,
Bee was giving to get this cousin, a child's voice spoke up as
follows: “ 1 want to talk to my Aunt Clara”. Mrs. Bee then
said : “ What is your name?"” “ My name is Stinson Dee,”

(How long since you passed away?)

Six months,

{What caused you to leave this life?)

1 was burned to death and I want to tell my papa that I want
to talk to him,

[Just at this point my father broke into the conversation
and saud :]

How do you do, Clara?

(I said: Do you know who this is you are talking to?)

Yes, it is Clara Bee,

{ Yes, that is correct, but what was her name before she was
married ?)

Don't you think I know Clara Mathers?

My father visited me frequently while Mrs. Bee was sten-
oprapher at the Second Hospital for the Insane and belore she
had married Mr. Bee. Mrs. Bee had always been very skeptical
concerning spiritualism until this meeting.

In explanation will state that Stinson Bee, who was a nephew
of Mrs. Bee’s hushand, was burned to death six months from the
time of this sitting and Mrs. Dlake could not in all probability
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have known anything about this occurrence, as it happened in a
remote part of the interior of this state, and, as intimate as I am
with the Bee family, I had never heard of it. The child’s voice
continued by stating that he was happy and had no regrets at
leaving this earth. We had all carried on conversations with
near relatives who had joined * the great majority ” but the con-
versations were commonplace and need not be given here.

On one occasion a voice supposed to be my grandfather’s
talked with me and I asked him what had caused him to depart
from this life. Just previous to asking this question his voice had
been full and strong, just such a voice as would come from a
Methodist preacher who was six feet four inches in height, but
upon asking this question the voice became indistinct and T con-
cluded that my question had put the old lady *“out of business.”
But to my surprise, in a few minutes, my grandfather commenced
to talk again and I reminded him that he had not answered my
last question, and he replied by saying that I knew very well
what had caused him to pass away and it was not necessary
to ask such nntmportant questions. I answered by stating that
I wanted the question answered in order that I could be con-
vinced as to his identity and also to know that he had sufficient
conscionsness and intelligence to reply. He replied by stating
that the immediate cause of his departure from the earthly sphere
had heen a fracture of the skull.

{How did this happen?)

By falling down a stairway.

{In what town did this occur and in what house?)

At Gallipolis, Chio, in my son's home.

All of this was correct and had happened ahout 25 years
ago. Mrs. Blake could not in all probability have known anything
about the occurrence, as she had never lived in that section, and
she had no means of ascertaining anything about the circum-
stances, especially as this happened so many years ago.

Now, 1 will give you one more “sample of information”
which I consider very positive proof that Mrs. Blake does not
grather information by any system of collections from assistants
or confederates.

Twenty-two vears ago this summer father took me to Virginia,
for the purpose of entering me in college. T was an only Wil
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- be more familiar than myself as he had been in the timber busi-
ness when a young man and had been a student of botany, and
a great lover of nature in his later years. He was a close ob-
server of everything that pertained to the wilderness,

No one living knew of this occurrence as I had never men-
tioned it to anyone. Now from the type of information as above
shown T am thorowghiy convineed that 1 was either talking to the
spirit of my departed father, or that T was “ talking to myself.,”
tn other words to my subjective mind, and that Mrs. Blake was
furnishing the answers by talking through her ear. As to which
of these theories is correct [ am not competent to state,

If vourself and Professor Hyslop come to Huntington, I
want you hoth to he my guests and T will, T think, be able to
get Mrs. Blake to come to this side of the river, and we will
have our day sittings in my office where you will have every
oppartunity for observation, I will write you a letter later as to
her physical condition, hut 1 feel that too much time should
nnt he lost, as Mrs. Blake is in that condition, even at her best,
that any attack of sickness may put an end to her earthly career,

Yours very truly,
L. V. G

P. 8. In writing to you I am almost as bad as a woman
with my postscripts, but after [ have closed my letter I invariably
think of some of my numerous experiments and presume that
they are interesting to you.

During the last twenty-four yvears of my father’s life he was
Judge of the Seventh Circuit of this state and his duties absorbed
ptactically all of his time, frequently to the detriment of his
personal affairs., Consequently when he died I knew very litile
about his estate.

Several yvears before his death he had some business trans-
actions with his brother, who died two years before my father’s
deatl, but the account had never been closed or settled. Shortly
after being appointed administrator of his estate I undertook to
close up all business matters connected with his estate and was
much annoyed at the condition in which I found the account
between the two brothers,

His brother's heirs did not know how the account stood and
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I could find no ledger among my father’s books and papers,
but after much labor in looking up old checks, receipts and stubs,
I concluded that I owed his brother's estate $595, and the same
day that I reached this conclusion I called on Mrs. Blake and
told the voice in the trumpet that T was anxicus to do the right
thing by my cousins, that I wanted to know how much money
1 should pay them to square the account. The answer was: * If
you will pay them $600 it will be proper and just.” This amount
tlidd not square with the amount that I had gathered from old
receipts, etc., but it was a characteristic amount that my father
would have paid a relation, if he had owed him $395, as my
father did not make close estimates in settling with {riends and
relatives.

[ could give you dozens of similar experiments that I have
had with her, but to do so would fill a book, However it is no
niore than fair to state that in some instances, even where the
subject has been one of comparative ease, I have failed to get
answers, Mrs. Blake explaining that she was not well or that
she could not get in proper condition, But these failures have
been very infrequent,

In a later letter Dr. Guthrie narrates an important inci-
dent which [ quote from the letter.

*“1 wish to give you one more sample of her work which is
both amusing and instructive. A friend of mine, who lives in a
distant part of this state, came here several weeks ago and aske:l
me to take him over the river to see Mrs. Blake. He is absolutely
a stranger to Mrs, Blake and her friends, and there is no con-
nection through which she could get any information concerning
my friend. 1 sat in the room with Mrs. Blake and Mr, X during
the sitting. The voice was strong and the information fur-
nished of a satisfactory character. When he had finished, Mr, X
and myself said good-bye to Mrs, Blake and went into the next
room, whereupon my friend told me that he wished to ask
Mrs. Blake a question in confidence and would prefer to have
me remain in the other room, so that 1 could not hear the
conversation.

*1 told him that he should have menticned this fact to me
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fice it to say here that Dr, Guthrie has to bear the responsi-
bility for concealing our identities, but he could not be held
responsible for anything said about “ Mr, Wilson ”, whose
real name was concéaled from Dr. Guthrie by Mr. Abbott.
I did not make much effort to conceal mine, as I had to as-
sume that she might have seen my picture in the papers.
But nothing was told her about me until I revealed it myself.
The reports must speak for themselves. The conversion of
Mr. Abbott to the admission of facts which he, as a conjurer,
could not explain, is sufficient reply to those who endeavor
to pass judgment on the case without investigating it, and I
shall not take up time discussing that aspect of it at present.
I am only narrating the history of the record. The merits
of the case, if it has any, will have to be considered again.
The thing to be emphasized here is the reports that made in-
vestigation imperative.

Readers must not suppose that Dr. Guthrie wrote, or that
we are quoting his letters, to prove the possibility of super-
normal information or communication with discarnate spirits
through mediums., The facts, however impressive they may
appear, when taken alone, are not sufficient to constitute
scientific proof of the supernormal. But they do constitute
proof that a scientific man would neglect his duties if he did
not accept the challenge which such allegations issue. They
are not 2ll, or many of them, to be lightly brushed aside by
* scientists of the chair”. The persons who report them
have shown unusual intelligence in observing the crucial
points in the incidents, even if there be weaknesses in them.
But at least some way of getting the information had to be
employed and all who know the humble life of the man and
his wife, their imprisonment, as it were, away from easy ac-
cess to the outside world, the small means at their disposal,
and the costliness of detective work must readily admit that
the burden of proof lies on the man who suspects it and he
must make it compatible with the facts, on the one hand,
and with the circumstances in which Mrs, Blake is placed on
the other. This situation made the case a most interesting
one. The perplexity of Mr. Parsons showed that he did not
know how to apply ordinary explanations, and he makes no



504 Proceedings of American Society for Psychical Rescarch.

mention of the conditions under which such ready informa-
tion was supplied. Mr. Abbott scon surrendered his con-
jectures when he got on the ground and had his experiments.
All this justified the interest excited by the case, and pre-
pared the way for a serious consideration of its claims.

I have alluded to the dificulty Mrs. Blake would have in
obtaining information. The facts to be taken into account
on this matter are the following. She lives on the Ohio
side of the Ohio river, a river that is navigated by steam-
boats of considerable size. Bradrick is the name of the little
village opposite Huntington in West Virginia, the latter a
city of some size on the southern shore of the same river.
Bradrick has only a few inhabitants, perhaps thirty or forty.
No ferry connects it directly with Huntington. This ferry
is two or three mtiles further down the river, which has to be
crossed from Bradrick to Huntington by small skiffs. There
is no railway connected with Bradrick and none to the north
for many miles. At least this was true at the time oif my
own visits and experiments. The husband is a pensioner on
the government as an old soldier. Tlhe two live an exceed-
ingly humble life and have no means to engage in the enter-
prises of the detective frauds. Besides more people are
turned away from sittings than get them, and this indis-
criminately. Mrs. Blake was brought up in the Christian
church, according to her own testimony, and was expelled
from it because of her mediumship. This can well be be-
lieved, when we consider that she believes firmly in the
Divinity of Christ, according to her own statements, and has
no patience with the sceptic on that point. She evidently
used this belief to test my honesty as a2 man in the investiga-
tion. She was anxious to know whether I believed in the
Divinity of Christ and I had to evade a direct answer. She
seemed suspicious of me on that zccount and I had to display
tact to remove the suspicion. Frauds are not usually made
of such stuff, and you would have to make fraud double-dved
and myself badly mistaken in estimating the woman's sin-
cerity, to prove any other verdiet. I have no doubt of the
woman’s sincerity and honesty in this respect and also in her
work, All the facts sustain this judgment and nothing of
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character reflected in the physical side of a case will throw
suspicion on the mental and simply double the obligations of
the investigator.

It was with this conception of the problem that I went
into the case and I did not care whether the voices were in-
dependent or were produced by Mrs. Blake in a most unusual
way, She might be an unusual ventriloquist for all that 1
cared, or any other sort of a genius capable of deceiving the
most expert conjurers. That made no difference to me and
I was content to let any one have his thecries on that point,
if only I could secure evidence that she could supply super-
normal information.

Readers of the detailed records of my sittings will ob-
serve that I did not obtain much that I could be sure was
supernormal. In that respect the sittings were poor. The
best that I got were the names of my uncle and aunt, the
latter having recently died. They were hardly due to chance,
coming together as they did, but there was not enough of as-
sociated incidents to reinforce their meaning. My father’s
and my wife's names could not be emphasized in an eviden-
tial issue, as my Piper report was mentioned in the papers
widely enough to make casual knowledge of me and of them
quite possible, and, tho T doubt if she knew anything about
the facts, I waive that belief entirely in favor of scepticism.
But the same cannot be said of the names of the uncle and
aunt referred to, tho the evidential character of their mention
will have to be received with a doubt, so far as a scientific
verdict is concerned, as Eliza is common and David might
have been due to the momentum of Mrs. Blake's mind after
the sitting with Mr. Abbott and getting the name Davie for
his uncle.

But one of the most important things about my sittings
is the record. I took notes and reported mistakes and irrele-
vant remarks as fully as was possible. I did not, of course,
get everything in the way of chaff, as it was impossible to do
so. But I carried ont my intention to take note of names
whether correct or incorrect, and the appearance of my rec-
ords, even if they had contained much evidence of the super-
normal, creates a very different impression from that of the
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memory reports by others. It is this constant contrast be-
tween what memory reports of such cases and what the sten-
ographer would report that arouses suspicion as to the alleged
important facts in any instance, 1 have invariably found me-
diumistic phenomena less striking when adequately reported
than when we have to rely upon the incidents selected by
memory and perhaps reported as interpretations rather than
as facts. But I do not object to this chaff, if it be sprinkled
with a modicum of what is undoubtedly supernormal. My
own sittings are probably typical of the average in respect
of the chaff, and are without the striking evidence that would
compel a sceptic to pause. It is different with those of Mr.
Abbott and Mr. Clawson. Tho they did not produce as de-
tailed a record as I did, I know the two men well enough and
other reports which they have written, to say nothing of the
really striking nature of the names and incidents given, not to
discount theirs as I must my own sittings. Theirs were ex-
cellent tests and Mr. Abbott is quite justified in recognizing
them as inexpliczble by any of the usual explanations.

There is no trance with Mrs. Blake in the daylight séances
and there was no evidence of it in the night sittings, She
seemed to be as normally conscious in the dark séances as in
the daylight work. But this proves nothing. After what
was observed in the Burton case and that of the young boy,
the son of the clergyman, regarding partial anasthesia, there
may well have been dissociation enough in the case of Mrs.
Blake to caunse a great deal of automatism which would not
be easily detected. I was not prepared for this phenomenon
when I made my experiments and hence made no examina-
tions for it. But there was occasionally at the night meet-
ings indication of its possibility. When we tried for inde-
pendent music on the guitar or its movement without con-
tact, the phenomenon did not oceur under test conditions and
there was some appearance, no evidence, of the influence of
Mrs, Blake’s hand moving it. I could not obtain the evidence
as there was danger of breaking up the experiment if I were
too rude in my methods. The normal control of the voice in
such séances is not proof that the woman was wholly normal,
She may have been seized with anazsthesia in that part of the
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wested; namely, that she talks through lier ear! This is
about as anomalous as the hypothesis of spirits could ever
be. 1We have no established cases in which the human being
cvould carry on conversation through the ears. Hence we
cannot appeal to such a process without responsibility for
evidence.

Now we know that the bones of the jaw will convey
sound to the ear with more readiness than the air. One has
only to put a wire between the teeth and have it tapped
lightly when thus held and then compared with the sound
when not held by the teeth to see how sound vibrations can
be conveyed by the bones of the jaw and head. Now sup-
pose that the vocal chords are used to articulate words,
whether in whispers or otherwise while the lips are closed—
all of us can do that, tho articulate words cannot be heard—
and then a metallic trumpet be held to the ear, may not the
vibrations be carried via the Eustachian tube to the ear and
thence to the trumpet and issue as sound. This can take
place to some extent. Dr. Guthrie calls attention to it in his
letters to Mr. Abbott and while I was experimenting with
Mrs, Blake, as my report shows, I tried the experiment with
Dr. Guthrie and each was successful in getting words through
the trumpet to the other without opening his lips and merely
using the vocal chords to whisper words. \We were not suc-
cess{ul in doing what Mrs, Blake can do, but we were able to
suggest a bridge over which an explanation may travel in
such phenomena. 1 tried the same experiment more elab-
orately at home on two other subjects, but without even the
success that I met with Dr. Guthrie. I embody the report
on these experiments as made at the time.

New York, Sept. 13th, 1906,
The following is a record of some experiments with a trumpet
such as is used by mediums in their séances. 1 had one made for
the purpose of trying whether I could produce articulate sounds
for others’' hearing in it by merely using the vocal organs as if
speaking without uttering any sound that I myself could hear,
It will be remembered that I had successfully tried such an
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experiment in connection with the experiences with Mrs. Blake
and was able both to transmit and to receive articulate words
in this manper. The trumpet made for the purpose was a double
one, if I may so call it. I had two tin horns made so that at
their larger ends one would fit over the other. The smaller end
was about one inch in diameter, the larger about two inches,
and each about etghteen inches long., The smaller ends had a
flare. ‘The two were made to be put together so that the sound
could be better confined. In all they made a single trumpet of
about three feet in length, I tried the experiments with my little
boy and a young man who is in the house. The trumpet was
held to our ears and neither of us held an end at the mouth, so
that there was no chance to communicate sounds directly from
the mouth to the trumpet. If any communication of this kind
wete possible it had to be through the bones of the head and
the Eustachian tube.

In the first experiment I articulated the words “ Jack the Giant
Killer ™ by simply moving the muscles of the throat and vocal
organs as if trying to speak them. [ made no sound whatever
that I myself could hear. 1 kept my lips tightly shut and oc-
casionally I placed my fingers on my throat to see how much
muscular activity I could detect and could discover very little
evidence of it, tho I was quite conscious of the movement or
effort at movement by speech. I could see very clearly why an
objective observer would have difficulty in detecting signs of
either lip or throat movements. There was little to he noticed
by the fingers and perhaps only the closest observation would
detect any, After repeating these efforts at vocalizing the words
named above for several times I waguld stop and ask the person
at the other end of the trumpet if he detected any words, I give
what was told me below. I should add that I did not tell my
little boy what he was to expect. I merely asked him to tell me
if he heard anything. My object in the experiments was not
known. The {oliowing were his answers to queries as to what
he heard:

1. Felt like a hammer striking a railway a2 long way off.

2. Sounded as if you were swallowing something.

3. Sounded like a person swallowing water,

As the percipient failed each time I endeavored to articulate
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20, Asif a person was laughing.

It will be apparent in these experiments that there was no
real success in the effort to communicate articulate sounds. In
a few instances the success was approximated, but not reached,
save as showing a tendency of the percipient’s mind to misin-
terpret sounds,

We had to suspend attempts at times because of the rumble
of the street cars half a block off—about 800 or more feet—their
sound being interrupted by houses between us and them. When
the cars were not actually running by there was general quiet.
But I noticed that the noise of the cars was much more distinct
in the trumpet than to the unaided ear. Apparently the metallic
medium had something to do with rendering the vibrations more
distinct. But by suspending experiments while the cars were
passing we removed their disturbing influence on the effects so far
as is possible in a noisy city. But allowing for all this in the
repetition of the experiments and endeavors at clear and well
defined muscular action in the throat the result was not made
what it is wholly by these disturbances.

It will be apparent that we did not reproduce the phe-
nomena of Mrs. Blake. That her vocal organs act at least
sympathetically with the voices in the trumpet there is no
doubt, but that they cause all the phenomena is not proved
by the imitative experiments recorded. Besides, the fact
that voices will occur in the trumpet, when held merely in
the hands, as shown in the cut, amply proves that the con-
veyance of sound by the Eustachian tube is not the explana-
tion or not the only explanation. We have yet to show that
intelligent sounds can be conveyed by the hands in this way.
The loudness of the sounds in some cases excludes the sup-
position that the voices are conveyed from the vocal chords
to the trumpet. I have heard the sounds twenty feet away
and could have heard them forty or fifty feet away, and Mrs
Blake's lips did not move. It still remains to get any clear
hypothesis to explain this aspect of the phenomena. Even
to say ““spirits” would not satisfy the ordinary scientific man.
He wants to know the mechanical processes involved, as we

ot
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explain ordinary speech, It may be true that spirits are the
lirst cause in the case but there are steps in the process which
intervene between their initiative and the ultimate result, It
is that which creates the perplexity more than the supposi-
tion that spirits are in some way back of it all. The layman
does not understand the scientific man’s curiosity here and
the scientific man does not understand the layman’s resort to
spirits. In fact, the layman is satisfied if he can set up a
cause which initiates the process and the evidence of personal
identity in the phenomena satisfies him that spirits are in the
series, but he asks no questions about the intermediary steps
to the mechanical result, while the scientific man cannot see
how spirits can institute a mechanical event without the use
of a mechanical instrument. If Mrs. Blake's voice were used
to convey the messages, as in the case of Mrs. Piper’s auto-
matic speech, and her hand in automatic writing, the mechan-
ical aspect of the phenomena might be referable to the sub-
conscions. But we do not have that resource in this case, at
least as anything more than a sympathetic agency. There
are mechanical perplexities surviving after we have admitted
all the spirits you please, so that the layman and the scientific
man may both be correct in their feelings about such cases.
‘The spirits may be there, but they do not explain everything.
The anomaly for the scientific man may still be there whether
vou invoke spirits or not. This is an important thing to be
kept in mind.  In any case, there are a few phenomena which
indicate that the chasm between the work of Mrs. Blake and
that of other mediums is not so great as appears superficially.
The sympathetic action of the vocal organs shows that there
are connections between the case and other instances of an-
tomatism and it only remains to establish more links between
them.

It should be said that the variations of the voice and the
identity of the voice in the same personality through years of
communication are decidedly against the hypothesis of con-
veyving the voice of Mrs. Blake by the bones of the head or
the Eustachian tube. The phenomena at this point are too
systematic and the variations too spontaneous to be indica-
tive of such an explanation.
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I
REPORT BY DR. L. V. GUTHRIE.

The following is the record of Dr. L. V. Guthrie and some
personal experiences which have some bearing on the record
as cross references. Dr. Guthrie is the Superintendent of the
West Virginia Asylum situated at Huntington, West Vir-
ginia, He is a physician well known in that state and out-
side of it. He has kindly consented to the use of his name.
The personal experiences opening the record do not directly
bear upon the experiments with Mrs. Blake, but they show
some tendency to cross reference, not only between Dr.
Guthrie and his wife, but also in connection with Mrs, Blake.
The dream of Mrs. Guthrie will also have some interest in
connection with her experiences at some of the dark séances
of Mrs. Blake, inasmuch as the dream indicates psychic
tendencies that make the subjective perception of lights
more credible as significant phenomena,

The record contains accounts of experiences which were
described in the letters to Mr. Abbott which I embodied
in the Introduction. They are repeated here as a part of Dr,
Guthrie’s report to me and also to enable the reader to com-
pare the two accounts.—Editor.

Personal Notes.

On the 21st day of January, 1897, a telegram was handed
to me addressed to C, C. 8. in my care. At that time I lived
in Point Pleasant and Mr. S, lived four miles from that place
in the country. I opened the telegram to ascertain whether
or not it was of sufficient importance to send out to him at
once or would wait until the afterncon mail. The telegram
was as follows: “ Columbus, O. John seriously iil. Come
at once and bring Dr. G. with you.” At this time la grippe
was very prevalent and frequently complicated with pneu-
monia, and I myself and my family all thought John had
preumonia and grippe. As 1 started out from my home to
hunt the stable boy for the purpose of sending the telegram to

LI L|
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the country something said to me * John has obstruction of
the bowels and the seat of trouble is below the umbilicus.” I
cannot say that I heard a voice but at the time it produced a
feeling of slight electric shock along my spine. Mr. 8. came
to town and we went together to Columbus, He also thought
John had pneumonia. A relative met us at the train and I
said to him as soon as we had entered a cab, “ Charley, what
is the matter with John?” Ans. “ The doctors think he
has obstruction of the bowels.” The next morning the pa-
tient was still worse and we operated on him and when we
opened the abdomen the obstruction was easily found and
was located below the umbilicus. The patient died within
twenty-four hours after the operation.

In connection with this case I wish to state that the night
I arrived at Columbus my wife, who was still at Point Pleas-
ant, dreamed that John was operated on for some trouble in
the abdomen and that he died.

One morning just before daybreak while asleep I dreamed
of finding a fountain pen. While in this dream my door bell
rang and I was called to a very sick patient in the country.
The call was urgent and saddling my horse [ was soon in the
saddle with thoughts of something besides dreams, but had
not gone more than 100 yards [rom my house when I saw a
dark object in the dust in the road, Thinking it was a new
lead pencil T jumped off the horse and picked it up and dis-
covered that it was the identical fountain pen that I had
seen in my dreams aliout twenty minutes before.

These two experiences occurred some twelve years ago
along with two very similar experiences of a nature that [
cannot record. They all occurred within a period of two
years but nothing of like nature ever occurred to me since.

L. V. GUTHRIE.

Personal Experiences.

I called on Mrs. Blake at her residence at Bradrick, Ohio,
in October, 1904, accompanied by my wife. I had every rea-
son to believe that Mrs. Blake did not know either one of us.
Prior to this time I had absolutely no faith in spirit com-
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(How long before you passed over did you know yon were
going?)

Two days. ~

[This was probably correct as forty-eight hours before his
death he had the first alarming symptoms.]

(Why didn't you tell me you were not going to get well?)

Because I did not want to worry you with it and I am very
sorry that 1 was compelled to leave my business affairs so badly
tangled. Do not worry, everything will turn out all right
There is plenty of property to pay all of the debts and leave
considerable besides.

[At the time of my father's death his affairs seemed to me
in very bad condition,—several outstanding notes, several of them
necessitating immediate action, and at that time it seemed to me
that only by the hardest of work and most carefu! management
I should be able to settle up the debts in full. However, this
all turned out as the voice had indicated, The voice purporting
to be that of my father stated that he was perfectly happy and
gave me much information concerning his property, geing so far
as to place values on different tracts of land.)

(Did you suffer any at the time you passed over?)

No, not at all. [Probably true.]

Following will be found a brief account of some of my
niore important sittings.

In settling up my father's estate I found a very compl-
cated state of affairs existing between his estate and the es-
tate of one of his brothers and I was unable to ascertain the
exact amount of indebtedness, but after going through a lot
of old papers I came to the conclusion that my father owed
this brother about $595.00. I asked the voice the following
question: ‘'"How much must I pay D. PJs heirs?™ A
" Give them $600.00. That will be all right and should sat-
isfy them.” [This would have been his way of settling the
account of 595 dollars had he been alive.]

At another time when 1 had gotten nto a faw suit over
one of my father’s tracts of land I remarked to the voice:
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{Do you know that Mr. \W. is trying to steal one of our tracts
of land?)

Yes, but he can’t do it. You will beat him in that matter.

{Am I getting along all right in the law suit that T have
against him?)

Yes, and you should make preparations to comproimise the
suit. He wants to compromise now,

A short time after this Mr. W, came to my office with his
attorney and voluntarily made a proposition to compromise
the suit on my terms, which was done. Mr. W, lived in Cen-
tral Ohio and Mrs. B, has never seen or heard of him.

While we were getting ready for this suit and taking
depositions [ asked the voice if he knew who my attorneys
were. He replied " Yes, Attorney John W, English and
Charley Hogg of Point Pleasant.” This was correct. I will
here remark that Mrs. Blake had no opportunity of knowing
these facts and my own family did not know who my attor-
neys were in the case. One night at a dark circle a voice
said:

How are you, Doc?

{Who is it speaking?)

Your uncle George.

(You must be mistaken, [ never had an uncle George.)

You always called me uncle George. 1 am your uncle George
Lewis,

(Uncle George, were you white or black when you were on
earth?)

I had a white wife!

A good many years ago a colored man living at Point
Pleasant, where I was raised, had died. I had always called
him uncle George, and it was true that he had a white wife.

Before going to see Mrs. Blake at a recent sitting I wrote
out the following questions and have hereto added her an-
swers.

TH P
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ness at one time and was a close observer in all lines that ap-
plied to it.

On one occasion a voice supposed to be that of my grand-
father talked with me and I sai.d;

(What caused you tc depart from this Lfe?)

You know perfectly well what caused me to pass away and
it is not necessary for you to ask any more such questions,

[I answered by stating that I wanted the question answered
in order that I could be convinced as to his identity and also to
know that he had sufficient consciousness and intelligence to
reply.]

The immediate cause of my departure from the earthly sphere
was a fracture of the skull,

{How did this happen?)

By falling down a stairway,

(In what town did this cecur and in what house?)

It occurred in Gallipolis, O, in my son's home.

All of this was correct and had happened about twenty-
five years ago. Mrs. Blake could not in all probability have
known anything of the occurrence as she had never lived in
that section and she had no means of ascertaining anything
about the circumstances, espectally as this happened so many
years ago. Then I asked my grandfather if he remembered
what he used to do to entertain me when I was a child and he
replied that he remembered it with great distinctness. Then
I asked him what it was. His reply was that he had made
little boats and put them in a tub of water in the house and
that we had played with them, This information was cor-
rect and the incidents mentioned took place nearly thirty-
five years ago at Point Pleasant, W. Va,

(Grandpa, what was your occupation when on earth?)
I preached the truth and will preach to you again through
Mrs. Blake,

He was a2 minister of the Methadist church for about
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forty years and has frequently at Mrs. Blake's meetings de-
livered rather lengthy addresses on the Bible and kindred
subjects.

At another sitting when the voice was talking to me I
said,

(Pa, do you know that one of our patienis escaped from the
Institution a few days ago?)

Yes, that fellow Currence got away and he is a bad man,
Ie hid in the woods three days and is now in Nicholas County,

The name given was correct and he was also a criminal
and a bad patient but is still at large and consequently 1
have had no opportunity to verify any other part of the state-
ment. We had been extremely careful to keep this matter
a secret during the first week after the patient escaped and
it is practically impossible for Mrs. Blake to have known
anything ahout it.

Currence did go to Nicholas Co. and claimed that he hid
in the woods, but he was such a noted liar that I am not sure
about that part. Learned from reliable people that he was
in Nicholas County. [Subsequent note.]

One afternocon I persuaded my brother-in-law, Lew Eng-
lish, to accompany me to a sitting. A voice purporting to
he that of my father greeted me through the trumpet.

(Do you know who this is with me?)

Yes, it is Lew English.

(How long have you known him?)

Thirty-odd years,

(Repeat this and try to give me the exact aumber of vears?
All his life. Do you understand that?

Another voice now spoke and I asked who it was. The
answer was, “1 am John 8. Lewis, Lew English's grand-
father and I want to talk to him.”
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(Eunice, you know I can't sing.)

Yes, you can. You sing to the babies when you put them to
bed.

{What do I sing to the babies when I put them to hed?)

Go tell aunt Nancy.

[This is the only thing that Mrs. Guthrie has ever attempted
to sing when putting the babies to bed, and she has not used this
song for more than three years as the youngest child is past
five years of age. A child's voice now spoke and Lew English
said :—]

(Is this you, Fanny?)

No, it is Julia, but Fannie is here,

[He has lost two sisters by these names some twenty years
ago.]

(Do you remember the last time I took you driving?)

Yes, you took me to the fair ground back of Point Pleasant and
as we returned you stopped at Eastham's and got something to
eat.

[This is all true except that they had stopped at Eastham’s
and gotten a drink of water instead of something to eat.]

{Do you know where Charley Beale is?)

Yes, he is at Point Pleasant, (Correct.]

(Is Charles Tippett with you?)

No, he is not here and he does not want you or any of his
people to know where he is. [It was correct that Beale was in
Point Pleasant at that time, It was also correct that Tippett
had left home under embarrassing circamstances about twenty-
two or twenty-three years ago and has kept his whereabouts con-
cealed from all of his family and friends.]

One day when I called on Mrs. Blake professionally and
didnotexpect to have a sitting, I heard a2 voice which sounded
as though it was in her lap but the sound was so weak I
could not distinguish what was being said. Mrs. Blake ap-
parently did not hear it and there was no interruption in the
conversation between us. As I picked up my hat to leave
her T heard the voice again and Mrs, Blake said, * Someone
wants to speak to you.” I sat down beside her and placed
the trumpet to my ear and the voice said, * Lew, this is
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your father, I did not want you to go without speaking to
me."”

(Do you know what is the matter with aunt Luecy?) [A
relative of mine who is quite ill in a distant town in Obio.]

Yes, I do.

[And he proceeded to give a correct diagnesis of her illness
and said that it would only be a short time until she would pass
over.]

[ Eunice, Mrs. Guthrie's sister, speaking to Mrs. G.:—]

I have been trying to communicate with you independent of
Mrs, Blake.

(When did you try to communicate?)

I rapped three times on the window sill in your bed-room
a week ago Thursday night.

[A week ago Thursday night Mrs. Guthrie distinctly heard
three raps on the window sill in her bed-room at about eleven
o’clack at night. She was wide awake at the time, was not
thinking of raps or any other spiritistic phenomena and was at
a loss to account for it. She reported this to me next morning
after it occurred.]

For some time past I have been endeavoring to think of
some method of testing and investigating Mrs. Blake’s power
that would enable me to form a definite opinion, and last
night, August 19, 1908, I had a favorable opportunity.

I took eight new O. N. T. thread boxes, all of them
identical in appearance, and put different articles in them
which had formerly belonged to my father, and carefully
packed them in cotton so that it would be impossible to
shake the boxes or otherwise determine the contents of them
by weight or external appearance, The boxes were care-
fully packed by me myself, no one else was in the room at the
time and no one knew the contents of any of them except
mysell. After packing them, the lids were placed on and
rubber bands applied to hold the lids in position. Then the
boxes were thoroughly shufled or mixed, in order that it
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should be impossible for me to know the contents of any in-
dividual box. After this was done the boxes were stacked
on my desk and I requested the bookkeeper, who was called
into the room for the purpose, to draw at random one of the
boxes from the stack while my back was turned towards the
boxes., The bookkeeper did not know the contents of any
of the boxes, and did not know the object of the drawing
until after the drawing was done and I explained it to her.
Then I placed the box in my coat pocket and took my father’'s
pocketbook in another pocket and started for Mrs. Wood's
residence where I was to meet Mrs. Blake at 8.00 o’clock,
P. M,

My wife, L. S. English and Mrs. Humphrey Devereaux,
who was visiting me, accompanied us in the carriage to the
seance. While en ronte 1 gave English the pocketbook and
remarked to him that we should probably get results with the
pocketbook because we all knew about it but that T would
bet $5.00 that no one would be able to tell the contents of
the box.

The séance opened as usual with the Lord's Prayer, fol-
lowed by the religious song * Nearer my God to Thee.” The
usual mantfestations, table rappings and a few small lights,
and the conversation opened up. There were eight others
present at the séance beside ourselves, making a total of
twelve,

The first voice to speak purported to be that of my
grandfather and he talked in a foud and distinet voice and
said that he had never up to the present time told me much
of his present condition and that he wanted to tell me how
happy he was and what a grand and joyous home he had on
the other side, 2 home that was not prepared by scientists but
by God, and it was an eternal joy, etc. He talked on in this
strain for several minutes and gave me some advice which is
not important in this connection. Following this conversa-
tion some of the deceased relatives of some of the strangers
present conversed with them. Later on, different voices con-
versed with Mrs. Devereaux., Mrs. Devereaux does not live
in this section of the United States and was a total stranger
to all present with the exception of our party.
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box. I will here state that my father had from ten to a dozen
annual passes each year, several of which he never had occa-
sion to use at any time, but the pass found in the box was
the one he did ninety per cent. of all his traveling with.

I have never at any time since I have been attending Mrs.
Blake's séances heard as loud and strong voices as I heard
last might, and with as little hesitation. One voice, which
claimed to be that of Rev. Henderson of Colorado, could have
been heard a hundred yards and he sang a hymn through
from Leginning to end in the same loud and distinct voice.

[ made inquiry of Dr, Guthrie to know if Mrs. Blake had
handled the box in the experiment which he narrates above,
and the following is his reply.—J. H. Hyslop.]

Huntington, W. Va,, Sept. Tth, 1906,
Dear Professor;

Replying to your note of Sept. 1st will state that at the séance
with Mrs. Blake on Aug. 19th, Mrs. Blake did not know Mrs.
Devereaux’s name until it was given by the voice. Mrs. Dey-
ereaux’s first name is Bertha, The sitting or séance was given in
a dark room, so dark that you conld not see anything in the room,
The contents of the box were given while the room was dark,
towards the close of the séance, Mrs, Blake did not at any
time handle the box or have it in her possession, in fact the box
was never out of my possession at any time during the meeting
and the only time it was out of my possession before the meeting
was when I turned my back to the stack of boxes in the office and
had one of them drawn at random and handed to me, and I placed
it in my pocket where it remained until I removed it from my
pocket during conversation with the voice, when I offered to re-
move the lid to enable the voice to identify the contents. How-
ever, the lid was not removed until after the séance was closed
and the lights turned up.

Yours very truly,
L. V. GUTHRIE.
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Mr., Arthur Neill was born, raised and died in Arkansas.
His last tllness was as he stated, digestive troubles followed
by a general breakdown and finally paresis. His favorite sis-
ter, Elinor, he always called Ella. He frequently playfully
addressed his brother Ernest as Ermic. The next one who
spoke to me gave information and advice of so personal a
nature that I cannot put it on record.

BERTHA DEVEREAUX.

Oct. 17, 1906.
Medium, Mrs. Blake. Present, Mrs. J. W, English, and Miss
Grace Gibbons of Point Pleasant, W. Va,

Every possible precaution was used to prevent Mrs. Blake
from learning the identity of either one of these parties.
Miss Gibbons took the trumpet and a voeice said, “ I want to
talk to mother ", but by repeated questioning I was unable to
find out the name of the mother or the person talking. She
gave a name which had three parts but I could not under-
stand either one of them and then a man’s voice came and [
asked who it was.

This is Arthur.

[This voice after talking a few moments hecame natural and
I was able to recognize it as that of my brother-in-law, Arthur K.
Fenton. The voice said:] I want to talk to Ella. (Well. Ar-
thur, Elta is not here.)

Tell her to come.

[T replied that traveling on the train made her sick. ie
answered by saying that he would take care of her on the train
and prevent her from being sick. Ile also said:—]

I want the children to come with her.

(How many children has she?)

[The answer sounded like four, which was incorrect, there
being only three. The Ella above referred to was his wife and
my sister, After a few general remarks the voice ceased speak-
ing., A, K, F, died several months ago.]



The Case vf Mrs. Bloke. 62l

[The next voice to speak was that purporting to be that of
my grandfather Gibbons.]

{Grandfather, this does not sound like your voice.)

Yes, it is.

{Who is with you?)

[The answer was so rapid and indistinct that I could not
detect the names but he mentioned last the name of aunt Lida.
This was the name of the last one of his people who had died.

Another voice sounding like that of a woman now began to
talk.]

(Who is this?)

Deon't you know me?

[1 said, “ Yes, I think 1 do,” and by the tone of voice and
characteristic expressions I felt satisfied that it must be my
mother, She talked on for a few moments and used several
of her characteristic expressions, She called me by my given
name, Grace. Another voice now appeared and said, “1 want
to talk to my mother ” but was unable to give the mother’s name
but said:—]

I passed away when yov were 18 years old.

(Are you related to me?)

No, I am not, but I knew you.

(Where did you know me?) [But I was unable to under-
stand the name of the town or city but caught the name “ Vir-
ginia,”

Mrs. J. W. English now took the trumpet and a voice said :—]

How do you do?

(Who is it?)

Fannie. [Whereupon Mrs. English began to cry and the
votice said, *“ Mother, do not cry. I do not want you to do that.
1 am so glad you came to talk with me.” Mrs. English here
put the trumpet down and the sitting was at an end.  Mrs.
English had a daughter, Fannie, who died about twenty-five years

ago.]

Night Circle at Mrs. Blake's at 7.30 P, M.

(A voice spoke out loud enough for every one in the room
to hear and said :—]
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Grace, I want to talk a long time.

[My mother used to like to talk a great deal, 1 said:—]

(Papa has not talked to me to-night. \Where is he?)

He is here but I want to talk a long time.

[Another voice, that of a mau, said, “ I am here, Gee.” This
was the name commonly used for me at my home althougl he
had not called me by it as frequently as some of the other mem-
bers of the family. Some one spoke to Mrs, English and said:—]

How are you, Fannie?

{(Who is it?) [And the answer came “ Some English.” She
asked if it was Nat, and he said, * No, it is Gus.” Mrs. E. hal
two brothers-in-law, Nat and Gus, both dead.]

I am glad to see you and glad you came.

{The voice now changed to that of a woman but was very
weak and indistinct.]

(Who is it talking?)

This is Eunice, [and she said something which could not be
understood.]

(Eunice, do you know whom you are talking to?) [The
voice here changed and a man's voice said:—]

I am talking to aunt Fannie,

(Whao is it talking?)

John Sehon, aunt Fannie, I am here.

(Is your father with you?)

No, he is in the fourth sphere and is not with me. Iaminthe
seventh,

(John, where were you when your father passed over?)

I was with him and helped him over.

[ The voice here changed to that of a girl and said:—]

Mama, this is Fannie. T am glad you caine back to see me.
T am perfectly happy and want you to be and come.

(Fannie, are Julia and Freddie with you?)

Yes.

[Mrs. English had a nephew by the name of John Sehos.
who died about nine years ago, His father died about six
months ago. Father Gathrie now spoke and said:—]

How do you do?

{ Are there different spheres in heaven?)

Yes, there are twelve. 1 am in the 11th and the 12th is for the
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Fannie, Julia and Eunice, were sisters, daughters of Mrs.
English. The first two have been dead about twenty-five
years. Eunice died two years ago and has been a good com-
municator. Fannie has talked a few times to her brother,
Lew English, as has also Julia. Now, at Mrs. English’s first
sitting we all expected to hear Eunice talk, but instead of
Eunice it was Fannie, and at the second sitting at night
Eunice had very little to say and her voice was very weak
and when Mrs. English said, * Eunice, who are you talking
to?” the voice changed to a man’s and said, * I am talking
to my aunt Fannie,” and said he was John Sehon.

Was Eunice so overcome with her mother’s presence that
she could not speak or was she in the * conspiracy " with us
to conceal her mother’s identity from Mrs. Blake? Mrs.
Blake did not connect Julia or Fannie with Lew English or
my wife, because they have talked so seldom to any of us
and not at all for several months, Mrs, Blake did not know
who Mrs. English was until several days after the sittings,

when we told her.
(L. V. G)

Nov. 28, 1908, Report of night sitting with Mrs. Blake
on Sunday evening, November 25th, 1906. Present, L. 5.
English, wife, and Mrs, Guthrie and myself.

Before going to Mrs. Blake's we agreed that during the
meeting we would not ask for any one and that we would all
concentrate our minds and attention on one certain living in-
dividual in order to see if our thoughts would have any influ-
ence over the medium. A few minutes after the light was
extinguished several distinct raps were heard on the table
and a few small pale blue lights were seen in the room. Fol-
lowing this was an inaudible voice which gradually grew
stronger but we were not able to understand anything that
was said. Following this was a voice purporting to be
Eunice English which seemed to come up from under the
table. She called each of us by name and said “ Good eve-
ning.,” "1 am glad you all came.” This voice was inter-
rupted by some one greeting Mrs. English, calling her by her
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aml wife, Mr. Wood and wife and son, Mrs, Blake and hus-
band, and Mrs. Gutlirie and myself.

Immediately after the lights went out there were the
usual rappings, table shakings and small blue lights. A
great deal of conversation was furnished by voices but not
a great deal of this was of evidential value. However, a
voice purporting to be that of my Aunt Lucy referred toin a
previous report, began asking me to look after Charley, her
son, and give him a job at this Institution.

{Aunt Lucy have you seen any of your children since you
passed over?)

Yes, Clara and Bessie are both here with me, [and immedi-
ately the voice changed and said:] Yes, Cousin Lew, this is
Clara and I am here and happy.

(\What was your occupation while on earth?)

I wrote on the typewriter and taught school.

{But what particular thing did you do as pastime?)

I wrote poetry.

[Clara and Bessie were daughters of “Aunt Lucy ™ and
both have been dead several years. Clara was quite an expert
on the typewriter and frequently wrote poetry, also taught
school at one time.]

To a great extent I solved the mystery at this meeting
concerning the origin of the voices and force that carried the
guitar through the air and the lights. I can not say that I
solved the mystery of all of the lights, of all of the voices and
physical demonstrations with the guitar, but I am positive
that I know the source of four-fifths of all of the voices at
this meeting and eight-tenths of all of the lights and other
physical manifestations but at this time I do not care to ex-
plain the matter in my record.*

L. V. GUTHRIE.

Huntington, W. Va,, October 10th, 1912,
* My dear Doctor:
In regard to my statement that * [ had found out how four-fifths of the
voices and eight-tenths of all the lighis and pbysical manifestations were
produced ', T wish to state that I was perfectly honest in this opinion at
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bank. Mrs. Blake had no possible means of acquiring this
information through ordinary channels.

The voice purporting to be that of my father still con-
tinued in conversation and discussed a lawsuit which I am
now in over some land in one of the counties of the state. [
was told that I would be successful in my suit and the per-
sonnel of my attorneys was discussed intelligently by this
voice, much information of a general character being given.

(P. 8. June 20,°'09. [ won the lawsuit just as the Voice
said 1 would fourteen months before the case was called.)

After my father had died and his body had been properly
embalmed and placed in casket I leit the room and went into
the side yard near the house and plucked a white rose, re-
turned to the house and placed the stem of this rose between
the thumb and forefinger of his left hand over his breast.
T'his was done just a few minutes before the lid of the casket
was fastened in place and was the last thing I ever gave my
father. With this incident firmly impressed in my mind, at a
sitting I asked the voice purporting to be my father the fol-
lowing question: “ What -was the last thing I ever gave
you?"” The answer came prompt and distinct, “ A handker-
chief on Christmas.” This was correct from the standpoint
of what I had given him during his lifetime but had entirely
escaped my memory and I was thinking of nothing but the
rose; whereupon I acknowledged the correctness of the
answer but stated that I had given him something later than
that and after his death and wanted to know what it was.

A flower,

{ What was the color of the flower?})

It was a white rose.

{Where did I get this rose?)

In the side yard at home.

[ Another sitting. My grandmother on my father's side
talking.)

{Grandmother, what caused you to depart this life?)

My finger was hurt and it went to my head,

{(How did it happen that your finger was hurt?)
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My maiden name was Hoover and Mrs. Blake has never
had any opportunity to find out anything about my family,

I distinctly heard a voice conversing with another voice
or at least the two voices were talking at the same time and
at the same instant that Mrs. Blake was talking to me,

JEXNIE HOOVER ENGLISH.

In two years’ careful observation of this case I have heard
of four incidents where the sitter was quite positive that the
voices were produced at the same time Mrs. Blake was carry-
ing on a conversation with the sitter or some one else in the
room. In one instance it seemed to me that a voice spoke
while Mrs. Blake was singing and the person who was sitting
immediately to the right of Mrs, Blake at the time declares
that this took place.

Several months ago at a night sitting I felt almost certain
that a voice spoke some four or five feet distant from Mrs.
Blake while she was conversing with some one else at the
table,

At a sitting last night, Septemiber 20, 1906, it seemed to
several of us present, including Prof. Hyslop, that two voices
were produced simultaneously and it is quite sure that neither
one of these voices was produced by any of the sitters. A
few minutes later while Mrs. Blake was in earnest conversa-
tion with Mrs. English, a voice spoke to my wife, who was
at the other end of the table from Mrs. Blake, and continued
to talk in an inaudible child's lisp, but owing to the fact that
Mrs. Blake and Mrs. English were both talking it was im-
possible for my wife, Mr. English or myself, who sat at the
end of the table, to understand what was said. I remarked
that some one was trying to talk at our end of the table and
for everybody to keep quiet, but Mrs. Blake and Mrs. English
did not heed my request but kept on talking and the voice at
our end of the table kept attempting to make us understand
something. I remarked the second time that some one was
talking at our end of the table and I said, “ Can’t you people
keep quiet a minute?” Whereupon Mrs. Blake and Mrs,
English discontinued their conversation and the voice at our
end of the table still attempted to convey some message to
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us but was so weak that we could not understand the words.
This is the first time since I have been attending Mrs. Blake's
sittings that I have been reasonably sure that I heard a voice
at the same time Mrs, Blake was conversing.

April 30, 1007. Medium, Mrs. Blake. Present, Mrs. §,
Mrs, Guthrie and myself.

Mrs. S. took the trumpet and was greeted by a voice call-
ing her by a short name but it was so indistinct we could not
make out what was intended.

{Ta whom are you talking?)

To one of Andy’s danghters,

{Which one of Andy’s daughters?)

The first born.  [Mrs. S.'s father's name was Andy and she
was the oldest of his children. Another voice now greeted Mrs.
S.:—]

{(Who are you?)

Iam grandma 5. Your husband’s mother,

(What is my husband’s name?)

Arnold 5. [Correct.]

{Where is he to-day and what is he doing?)

He is now in Cincinnati in Dr. O.'s office for treatment.

(What is the matter with him?)

[The answer came indistinct but stated that there was #
growth on his body. Mrs. 8. prompted and said:]

{On his hand?)

No.

(On his shoulder?)

No,

[Then the answer came sufficiently distinct for all in the
room to understand and said:]

He has a growth on an artery in his neck.

(Should this growth be operated on?)

No, no, do not operate on it. He will live longer without
the operation, '

[Mr. S. was in Cincinnati for the purpose of seeing Dr. O.
as above stated and has a growth on the carotid artery in his
neck.]

Another voice greets Mrs. 8. and states that she is Mrs.
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S.'s great-grandmother H. and after a few commonplace re-
marks in response to commonplace questions the following
conversation took place:

(How is my mother’s health?)

Quite good.

(How is my father’s health?)

Not very good. He is suffering with Bright's disease.

(How is my grandmother's health?)

It is very bad and she will be with you on earth a very short
time.

{What is the matter with my grandmother?)

She has a cancer in her left breast.

(Is she receiving proper medical attention?)

Yes, nothing can be done for her except to make her com-
fortable. You should have your mother go to see her at once or
it will be too late.

[Mrs. 8’s grandmother above referred to is suffering with a
cancer of the breast but Mrs. S. does not know which side is
affected. Mrs. S’s mother is in good heaith but the father has
been complaining with rheumatism, ete., for some time. How-
ever, if he has Bright's disease none of the family know anything
about it.] '

[Another voice claiming to be that of grandpa 5. spoke.]

(Where did you die?)

In the old country. Switzerland.

(Where did you reside in this country?)

Near Oakland, Maryland. [Correct.]

(Why did you go away from home and leave your people to
go among strangers?)

I went away to drown my trouble and worries. Tell my son,
Arnold, | want to taik with him,

Grandpa 8., after Josing his wife, became a changed man
in disposition and was inconsolable and left all of his rela-
tives and was never heard of any more. It is not known
whether he died in this country or in the old country above
referred to. In the conversation he attempted to give the
name of the town in Switzerland where he died hut we were
not able to understand it, )
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Much conversation of a general character took place be-
tween Mrs. 8. and her several deceased relatives but prac-
tically all of it was commonplace and non-evidential, with the
exception of that herein recorded.

Mrs, 8.'s identity was positively not known to Mrs. Blake
and in conversation with Mrs, Blake no “ fishing ” was done
and no teading questions were asked.

L. GUTHRIE.

June 15, 1908, Time, 10.30 A. M. Medium, Mrs. E
Blake. Present, my wife and myself.

Immediately before leaving the West Virginia Asylum I
conversed with General Boggs, Private Secretarv to Gov-
ernor D, by long distance ‘phone, who informed me that Gov-
ernor D, was going through Huntington on the 1.25 P. M.
train and requested me to meet the aforesaid train for the
purpose of seeing the Governor.

Alter a few preliminary remarks with Mrs. Blake a voice
addressed me claiming to be Lutie D , the deceased
wife of Governor D, and said, *“ Governor D. is in a very crit-
ical condition and I want you to tell him for me that he must
pray more and prepare himself for the other world and by
praying and constant effort he will be able to be in the same
sphere with myself when he comes over,”

{Mrs. D., when am T going to see the Governor?)
In two or three days.

{Am [ not going to see him to-day?)

No, you will not see him to-day.

Another voice purporting to he that of my grandfather G.
speaks and after some commonplace remarks [ asked
“ Grandpa, can vou tell me what is the matter with aunt
Salina?”

“ Yes, your aunt Salina is in a very critical condition, wil
live only a short time and if you should ask her what is the
matter she would sav ulceration of the stomach but she has
cancer of the stomach.”™ Mrs. Blake does not know who
aunt Salina is or where she lives or anything about her.
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travel and consequently would not be on the 1.23 train, but
would probably be able to take the trip in two or three days.
This confirmed the above information. However, on the
17th the Governor was able to make the trip and 1 accom-
panied him as far as Cincinnati,

On October 1, 1908, Dr. A. E. Craig, who had been
treated in this Institution for morphine and whiskey habit
and had recovered and was serving in the Institution as 2
medical interne, was on his death bed realizing full weli that
he only had a few hours to live,

Craig was an old bachelor, highstrung and rather irritable
in his disposition; had a very characteristic way of expressing
himseli, was a physician and was practical but rather an ob-
scure character and very few peoflle outside of the institution
knew him,

On October 1, 1908, I visited his room to see if there was
anything additional that I could do for him, and the follow-
ing conversation took place between us:—

{Craig, is there anything that I can do for you?)

Yes, I would like to have some lemonade, I have about
finished my career and know that I am at the end of my striny.

(How do you feel in regard to religious matters?)

I was formerly a Presbyterian but have taken very little in-
terest in the church of late years.

{What do you think about spiritualism?)

Lew Engtlish has talked to me about this and it may be that
there is something in it. I wonld like to see Mrs. Blake.

(If after you have passed over the Great Divide you fnd
that there is anything in spiritualism will you promise me thar
you will come back and communicate with me through M
Blake?)

Yes, T will trv. I will do the hest I can,

After a few other remarks to me I turned to the door to
leave him. He called after me and said, " Don’t forget the
lemonade.” I did not see him any more as he died the fol-
lowing morning.
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to be my departed friend but I was-unable to get any addi-
tional information as to the contents of the letter or proposi-
tion,

Subsequently Mrs. Guthrie and Mr. English visited Mrs,
Blake for the purpose of inding out the contents of the letter
and practically the same information was given as in the first
sitting.

Upon opening the letter there was found no reference to
Aunt Mary or to any property. The brother’s name was
mentioned hut not in connection with any property. The
question naturally arose in my mind * Was the above infor-
mation jurnished me from telepathy and spirits had no part
in it, or was it my departed friend communicating with me
and unable to remember the contents of the letter?” Of
course it was possible that there was some other document
he left which we did not find.

THIS 1S TO CERTIFY that we, the undersigned, were
present and heard the voice purporting to be that of Dr.
A. E. Craig in conversation with Dr. L. V., Guthrie at a sé-
ance with Mrs, Blake at her home on, or about, October 10,
1908, and we corroborate the statement made by Dr. Guthrie
which is hereto attached.

We further certify that on the 1st day of December, 1908,
we visited Mrs. Blake for the purpose of endeavoring to gain
additional information on this subject and that the following
conversation took place between thegyoice purporting to be
that of Dr. A. E. Craig and ourselves:—

Lew, Lew. [Mr. English.]

(Well?)

You found the tools where I told you?

{(Yes. Doe, you didn’t have any property, did you?)

No, very little, but — want them to have it.

(You didn't have any aunt Mary, did you, Doc?)

Yes, aunt Mary Alexander,
L. §. ENGLISH,
MRS. L. 8. ENGLISH,
MRS. L. V. GUTHRIE.
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You saw my shadow on the window near the dresser in your
bedroom last night.

{Who else saw it?)

Elizabeth.

{Why is it that you show yourself to me instead of to your
son, Lew?)

You have more power to see than he has,

This shadow I had seen on the window had not been dis-
cussed or told to any one except my husband, and therefore
Mrs. Blake had no opportunity to be in possession of these
facts. Other voices talked to us last night but the most of
the information was of a general character. All voices were
distinct and sufficiently loud to be heard by every one in the
room.

MRS. L. V. GUTHRIE.

[Not dated.]
Mrs. M. E. Wass' experience with Mrs. Blake. Sitting

took place at the West Virginia Asylum at Huntington.

Mrs. Wass was an entire stranger to Mrs. Blake and Mrs.
Blake had no opportunity of knowing anything of the de-
tails or history of Mrs. Wass' family affairs.

The trumpet was placed to her ear and a voice said,
“ Mother, mother.”

(Who are yon talking to?)

I am talking to my mother. Y am your son. 1 am happy and
I want you to pray and be happy too., What ran I do to make
you know that I am happy? I am happy and I want vou 1o
know it,

{Can you tell me some little thing that happened in our howe
when we were together?)

Yes, lots of them.

Then he proceeded to tell something but could not be un-
derstood owing to indistinctness of the voice. It has been
a long time since I talked to you, ma, hasn't it?" “ Yes,
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eleven years.” He said, ¥ No, Ma, twelve years,” [which
was afterwards found to be correct]. He then said * Now,
mother, you know this, you haven't forgotten this. Yen
know the time pa whipped me about the wagon.” “No, |
haven't forgotten that.” [The boy's father gave him a se-
vere whipping abotit something in connection with a wagon.|

(Where did we live when your little sister, Fannie, died?)

In the bottom, ma. You thought I had forgotten that, didn't
vou? We afterwards moved up on the hill. {[Correct.]

I did not know it had been so long ago. I thought you had
jorgotten. I know one of your aunts here,

(Do I know her?)

No, you never saw her. [Mrs. Wass neglected to ask whe
the aunt was.]

At this instant while the voice was plainly talking Mrs.
Blake addressed a question to Mrs. Wass. Mrs. Wass i
positive of this and says that no power on earth could ever
make her think anything else but that the two voices, Mrs.
Blake's and the one in the trumpet, were in use at the iden-
tical moment.

About this time another voice spoke and Mrs. Wass’ son
said “ Do you want to speak to aunt Fannie?” “Yes
Then she Leard a voice, soft and sweet, say, * Mammy.
mammy,” Mrs. Wass asked who she was speaking to and
the voice said, “ My mammy, I am your daughter Fannie.”
[This child always called Mrs, Wass * Mammy."”)

(How old were you when you passed over?)

One year, six months and twelve days. [Correct.]

[About that time Mrs, Wass’ husband's mother came and
said ]

How do vou do, Ellen? [Which was Mrs. Wass' first name.
Mrs.Wass said:]

(I am all right. How are you?)

[The voice said:] I am happy, praise the Lord. What can
I do to make you know me?
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The explanation to this date would probably be that I
received a letter from her while in Florida dated November
27th, but this was not the letter in question,

(What did you write about? Can you remember?)

I wrote to you about what I wanted done with my property.
I wanted Kathleen to have my bank account, $100.00 odd roliars,
but I want Elizabeth to have some too. I want you to do what
I have told you in the letter.

(Anything eise in the letter?)

Yes, sell the residence property in Point T'leasant as you will
never move back there and you [might] just as well sell it
You will never live in Point Pleasant but you will be with me
before long and you must be prepared like I was,

{When you died where did your spirit go?)

It stayed with my body until the body was put away and
then my spirit took its flight,

When I left Mrs. Blake I was not particularly impressed
with my sitting mainly on account of the fact that I was not
able to get a definite answer to the question I had asked my
mother on her death bed. Also did not believe that I had
secured a single sentence that was in the sealed letter which
T had in my pocket., After leaving the house and going down
the river bank crossing the river to the West Virginia side
I wrote on the back of the letter that portion of what the
voice had said the letter contained. Then I opened it and
found that the first sentence at the head of the letter was
exactly as the voice had told me, “1 am writing you this
letter while on the bed.” Following this the letter read “ I
want Kathleen to have my bank account and I want Eliza-
beth to have the $20.00 gold piece you gave me for Xmas.”
Then followed other instructions that she wished carried out,
and it is possible that the portion of the letter not perfectly
understood by me as given by the voice would have been the
same as the contents of the letter,

Returning to my office I told my wife that I had not been
able to get an answer to my important question asked my
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mother shortly before death, whereupon my wife told me
that at one time she was in the room alone with my mother
and that she had asked my mother if in her semi-conscious
condition she could see or recognize any of her deceased
relatives. This was entirely unknown to me and it is pos-
sible that my mother in her exhausted condition may have
gotten confused between my wife's question and the question
I had asked.
(Signed) L. V. GUTHRIE.

The following is an important record made by Dr. Guthrie
as it represents an interesting mistake, A lady had an ex-
cellent sitting with Mrs. Blake and four days later her
brother went to see the medium and the communications
were confused and a striking error occurred.—Editor.

Huntington, W. Va., Ang. 9th, 1906,
My dear Professor:

I have received your letter of August 5th and am glad to
state that Mrs. Blake's general condition is still improving and
she is limiting, to a considerable extenl, the number of people
to whom she gives sittings. I witnessed a peculiar freak in her
case which I wish to report to you. I will make it as brief as
possible,

A friend of mine, by the name of Tol, Stribling, who is the
brother of the Miss Stribling you met while here and resides in
a neighboring town, called on Mrs. Blake with me last vear.
The sitting was one of the two failures which I have seen since
I have known Mrs. Blake. At that time he was unable to get
anything except a few muffled sounds, and very little information,
practically ail of which was incorrect. Recently Miss Kate
Stribling, the sister went with me to Mrs. Blake’s and conversed
freely with her father and mother, both of whom kavg been dead
many years. Also talked with two sisters, who had died in in-
fancy, about forty years ago, and conversed with other friends
and relatives " who had passed over,” and all the information
she received was correct and distinct. Four days after this the
brother Tol. went with me to see Mrs, Blake. A voice claiming
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bered that he heard only whispered voices, and also that he was
at such times generally using one ear at the trumpet. This
effectually prevented his making this discovery,

Now if these voices come out of the lady's ears, the question
arises, “ Where do they originate?” I am satisfied that the
whispered words originate in her throat, and that the vocal voices
are produced lower down in the chest. These sounds I believe
are conducted from the throat through an abnermal Eustachian
canal, to a point ¢tlose to the tympanic membrane, The office of
this membrane is to transmit sound waves; so that once they
are there, the sound waves are easily transferred into the outer
or auditory canal. How these sounds can be guided into either
ear at will, and how the nostrils can prevent their exit, 1 can
only surmise. The low, guttural, single syilables that were ap-
parently in the lap, | believe were merely heard inside the chest
or abdomen. As to the sounds Mr. Parsons heard when the
trumpet was to the back, I can not say, unless they were heard
somewhat like the pulsations of the heart are heard in a physi-
cian's stethoscope when it is placed against the chest,

When the little grandchild used the trumpet, we could plainly
see the workings of its throat, although the most innocent look
was in its pretty eyes. Mrs. Blake noticed our close scratiny and
remarked, “ I do not know but that they may use her vocal or-
gans.” This remark was intended to explain to us that the use of
the child’s vocal organs was automatic, or rather directed by
spirits of the dead, and not by the will-power of the child. It is
natural to suppose that both she and the child use the same
methods. Any one observing the junction of Mrs, Blake's
throat and chest closely, will notice an extraordinary fullness in-
dicating an abnormal development within it.

Since my journey, I myself have done considerable experi-
menting in this line. T can now produce whispered words in the
trumpet so that they may be understood as well as this child did,
but of course 1 have not the natural gift possessed by Mrs. Blake,
While upon the subject, it is well to remark that 1 have learned
that a few miles out in the country Mrs, Blake has a friend whom
she visits very often; that this friend gives demonstrations the
same as does she; bhot I am informed that the words are not
nearly so plain, My informant states that it is very patent to an
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The other lady’s voices seem to come in the form of a kind of
* whistle,” and seem to come out of the nostrils. I am told that
in neither case do these voices give correct information.

This now brings us to the consideration of the problem pre-
sented by the mental or psychical part of what we witnessed, |
frankly say that I have not yet found 2 solution of this problem
to my own satisfaction.

That spirits of the dead, if such exist, should be a party to
deception of any kind, I positively can not believe. Knowing the
origin of the voices beyond any question, I never can believe that
I communicated with the dead. And yet, if Mrs. Blake's intelli-
gence directed this conversation, from what source did she secure
her accurate information?

It was suggested to me that possibly the dead caused these
voices to sound in the seat of Mrs, Blake's hearing as a mere sub-
jective phenomenon, and that she but repeated what she heard
subjectively. ‘That is, it was supposed that she did not perceive
actual sound waves, but that she was caused to experience the
same subjective sensations, that such sound waves would have
produced. This is inpenious, but one with my natural skepticism
could net accept it.

It was also suggested to me that possibly Mrs, Blake did not
control her own vocal organs at the times when voices were
speaking, but that spirits of the dead controlled them or that
they acted automatically, as it is claimed is the case with the
hand of Mrs. Piper when executing her famous writings. Had
Mrs. Blake made such claims as this openly, it would certainly
have strengthened her case, but would have lessened the dramatic
effect, I, however, could have no faith in this solution. For
many reasons which 1 shall not take space to recount, I am quite
sure that the will power of Mrs, Blake controlled her own vocal
organs.

At the 1ime, it seemed irresistibly borne in upon me that Mrs.
Blake did receive subjective mental impressions from some source.
I am by nature as skeptical about anything of the nature of so-
called telepathy or mind-reading, as T am about spirit communion.
And yet, af the time, I could not avoid the inner feeling that she
passessed some kind of a “ freak power”; that something in the
nature of mental flagshes would at times come to her, and that

ot
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certain names or facts would be impressed upon her mind, ot
rather make their appearance there; that she, herself, possibly did
not knew the cause of this, but by uttering what then came into
her consciousness, she had found that it agreed with facts; that
she was thus possessed of some freak mental gift, and that pos-
sibly she, herself, did not understand it.

Whether this was in any way connected with those around her
I did not decide ; but it seemed that it was, for otherwise tests
could be given to those at a distance. As I could not believe
that her information emanated from spirits of the dead, it seemed
that she must draw her inspiration from those around her.
And yet there was some evidence of knowledge heing imparted,
which was not in the minds of those about her. Could she have
discovered this freak power, and as a child have come by de-
grees to claim that such information came to her from the dead ?
Could she, for instance, when with playmates, have said to one,
“Your grandmother says so and so,” naming the latter, and
to another have made similar statements? She would then
have noted the startling effects of such things as this, and this
might have induced her to continue such experiments.

She then might have adopted gradually 2 means of using her
own voice as if it were the voice of the dead, and have had this
voice give directly the information she received in these flashes.
She would have been liable to have tried this on account of the
more startling effect of such a thing; and she might thus have
learned to speak with her lips closed. The conversations that
such experiments would induce, would naturally reveal to her
manpy secrets, of which use could then be made. The great in-
terest such things would excite in average persons, would be a
sufficient inducement to cause a person to continue such ex-
periments, thereby becoming very expert.

These things I considered, and this seemed a natural mode of
evolution for the development of such peculiar gifts. In fact, it
seemed that some cause for a slow development of such a gift
must be predicated. To assume that any person would suddenly
hegin the development of such an un-heard-of gift as the ability to
speak through the ear, with no reason to believe that success
could ever be achieved, seems very improbable. It certaialy
seems more plausible that such development was gradually
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reached by previous experiments conducted under other stimuli,
I asked mysell again and again, Could any person be gifted with
two such abnermal gifts as these, one physical and the other
psychical?

It certainly seemed to me that it was the decline of the psyvchic
power that now caused her to refuse sittings, or when giving one
to suddenly terminate it, In the matter of the voices there was
certainly no decline of power, and I could only ascribe what she
called weakness to the loss of this supposed psychic gift, Ac-
cording to Mr. Parsons, there was no hesitancy on her part in
former times, and al! were then afforded every opportunity for
investigation. At the time, all of this seemed to me to be the most
reasonable conclusion.*

After the lapse of time and much consideration of the mystery,
I find that I should much prefer what I would call “ a rational ex-
planation.” I feel that [ should remember the lesson that my own
previous investigations have taught me. As Dr. Carus has said,
“ When one stands before something which he can not explain, he
should not conclude that it is inexplicable and attribute it to su-
pernatural causes.” I fully agree with the Docter in this. The
problem presented by the psychic part of this investigation, is by
its nature very difficult of solution. But it surely does seem that
if a rational explanation were possible one could find some evi-
dences of it.

I have gone over my record, test by test, to see if I could find
plausible possibilities of trickery connected with them., The fol-
lowing suggestions { do not in any way assert to be facts. I

* 1 had promised a daily paper a brief account of this investigation at
the time it was made, This I furnished with such Hmited explanations
as I was then permitted by my contract to publish, The paper published
the article, omitting without my knowledge some pages containing ex-
planatory matter. This cast somewhat different an aspect on the case
than I had intened. This account reached Dr. Isaac K. Funk. He
wrote me, stating that he desired to include this account in his book,
The Psychic Riddle. 1 wrote, requesting him not to do so, as [ did not
wish this case to be given to the public in exactly that form. 1 supposed
that this ended the matter; but upon the appearance of his book, [ found
a partial account that varied somewhat from the original newspaper
article. This explanation is offered to those who may have read the
Doctor's book.
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merely suggest them as possibilities to be considered in a search
for a rational explanation,

First, it is well to state that I am positive that no information
about myself was catalogued in any * Blue Book ™ * prior to the
time of this investigation, 1 had at that time attended but one
public meeting of spiritualists, and two public séances. I was
afterwards on very friendly terms with the mediums conducting
these and was well informed as to what secrets they possessed
and used. I need not go into other details explaining why I am
sure of this, as 1 believe readers of my articles will be satisfied
that I am eritical enough to be certain on this point. It would
be easy to attribute these things to something of the kind, and
thus appear to have disposed of the problem. But truth and
facts are what we wish to arrive at. No one knows better than
a performer who has [voked on from behind the scenes, the pos-
sibilities of *' Blue Book ” information. Also, no one knows bet-
ter than he the actual limits of it in practical use, and the extent
to which it is used at the present day.

Such being the case, the only other means of which T can con-
ceive is either that information was secured in advance by some
one employed for that purpose, or that it was extracted {rom us at
the time by some cunningly contrived means. As to the first, |
found very much difficulty in my endeavors to secure information
relative to Mrs. Blake in advance. I must expect any effort on
her part to secure information about myself, equally difficult at
such a distance. [ would consider such as utterly beyond Mrs.
Blake's powers of correspondence, as would others, could they
see the chirography before mentioned.

I am aware that strangers reading this article, and not being
personally acquainted with my friend, Dr. X—, will naturally
think of him in this connection. 1 emphatically state that he is
of the very highest standing and possessed of the highest per-
sonal honor. Kpowing him, I could not believe it possible for

* Here T must own that the Editor of The Oper Court does not agree
with me and thinks that J am as likely to be found in the Blue Book as
Mr, Clawson who has frequently attended séances. At any rate he is
convinced that after having started the investigation under my own pame,
Mrs. Blake had had opportunity to obtain information, which she did not
utilize wntil after she was gble to identify us.
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him to contemplate such a thing, Then again, the only motive
that he could have for such action would be to prove to me that
the lady’s powers were as he had represented. On the other
hand, his motive for fairness would be that he was deeply puz-
zled himself, and that be greatly desired a solution of the case.
For myself, I can nol consider such a possibility; but by a generous
use of money, information could have been obtained about my
family in Falls City, Nebraska, my childhood’s home. In a
small place like this, however, had any one furnished such in-
formation, it would be truly a miracle if such a fact had not
reached my ears ere this, But it being a possibility, we must
grant for the sake of fairness, that, by some means Mrs. Blake
had secured information in advance in regard to myself; but we
are still forced to admit that such a thing was utterly impossible
with reference to Mr, Clawson, when no living person knew [
would take him, Even he did not know until the last moment.

This brings us to the consideration of some means of securing
information from us at the time. Now of onr first sitting when
the voice attempted to pronounce the name which sounded like
*Artie” or “ Arthur,” I made the discovery that these voices
would somgtimes pronounce a variety of names in an inarticu-
Yate manner. The sounds would first resemble one name, and
then another. Nevertheless, the sitter could not cenclude a
wrong name had been pronounced, as he could not be certain of
the name. 1f, on the other hand, the name sounded like the cor-
rect one, he would naturally in attempting to get it correctly,
repeat it with a rising inflection.

That this system of “ fishing ™ is quite frequently successful,
I must conclude; but my quick discovery of it absolutely pre-
vented its being so in my case. As evidence of this, I remind
the reader of my refusal to repeat the names “ Artie” and
“ Arthur”; and also the name “ Grandma Daily " when I first
heard it, lest the latter should have been * Grandma, Davie,”
instead. That misinterpretation of the sounds was a possibility
with Mr. Clawson at the first sitting, must he constdered. Other-
wise we must conclude that here was some very extraordinary
guessing, That the name * Drother Eddy"” was a guess is
quite improbable, but of course could be possible; while it would
have been a possibility for the name * Grandma Daily " to have
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been secured in advance. If we do not accept some of these pos-
sibilities, then we are unable to advance any rational explanation.
After this sitting, 1 cautioned Mr. Clawson on the ahove point;
and as 1 could understand probably one-half of his tests there-
after, the possibility of this system being used in these cases
and in my own tests, can not be considered.

In regard to the pet names, * Muz,” " Muzzie ” and * Daddie,”
given Mr. Clawson at the first sitting, only the possibility of a
misinterpretation of sounds can be suggested. The names given
me, “ Dave Harvey,” * Asa,” and my own name, belong to those
that could have been secured in advance. This may also be said
to be the case with this statement of my supposed brother, I
want to talk to mother,” Had the lady, in sending this message,
merely guessed that my mother was alive, there was one chance
in two of failure. In the two statements to Mr. Clawson, * Your
mother is here,” and also “ Your baby,” there certainly seems
a good chance of error, if this were mere guessing. Out of fair-
ness I must call attention to these points. I also do so to
illustrate how carefully I have analyzed every little oceurrence.
I must reiterate that Mr. Clawson was absolutely unknown at
this first sitting.

We pass now to the tests given at the second sitting. It was
here that I secured the names * Sarah™ and “ Ada,” together
with the correct relationship of the latter. There was no mis-
interpretation of sounds. These names belong to those that
it wonld have been possible to have secured in advance, but at
the time I was so thoroughly convinced that such was not the
case, that | was greatly startled.

The tests given Mr. Clawson at this sitting may be neglected,
as they were somewhat indefinite; and the use of the false name,
“ Edna,” just about offset anything that he received. That a
mutual uncle's name should be given when asked for, instead of
the name of some of my other uncles, must be attributed to
lucky guess work, if we assume that the name was secured in
advance; for although Mr. Clawson’s question revealed our re-
lationship, there was nothing to indicate that he was my cousin
through my father’s family, There was one chance in two that
a name from my mother’s family would have heen given instead.
As 1o the resemblance to my uncle's voice, T think that as we




























































































































































































































































