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VoLuME 1. Parr I
PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

AMERICAN SOCIETY

FOR

PSYCHICAL RESEARCH

HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH.
By James Hervey Hystop, PH. D, LL. D.

In inaugurating an Institute which its founders hope will
be one of the most important institutions of the age it is
desirable, if not imperative, to give some account of the
motives and incidents which originated it. They of course
obtained their initial impulse in the work of the Society for
Psychical Research and of the Salpétriére under.Charcot and
Janet. But these have had their history told elsewhere,
while the present undertaking which is to unite the aims of
both of these institutions is a new one for this country and
hopes to initiate and effect most important work for science
and humanity.

As the writer of this account has been one of the movers
in the undertaking it will be necessary to make the history
of the American Institute’s founding a somewhat personal
matter. Many of the incidents are so closely associated with
his personality that they will have to be stated in the first
person, and that connection with the matter will be his
apology for so speaking of it.

It was in 1900 that the writer made the first step in the
effort to secure an endowment for the work of Abnormal
Psychology and Psychic Research. Knowing at that time
the poverty of the American Branch of the Society for
Psvchical Research and the importance of aiding this work
commensurately with its needs, I wrote and published an
article in the “ Arena” for December of that year. It was
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gestion as a means of alleviating human suffering and the
Christian Faith.

The second meeting.was held on January sth, 1904. It
was addressed by Dr. R. Heber Newton on the subject of
“The Dogmatism of Science and the Undiscovered Coun-
try,” and by Dr. James H. Hyslop, who merely explained the
nature and objects of the Institute. The following is a sum-
mary of Dr. Newton's address:

THE DOGMATISM OF SCIENCE AND THE UNDIS-
COVERED COUNTRY.

At the beginning of our generation there was a veritable
dark continent. Africa was an unexplored land—a terra
incognita. It has been opened up and proves in many
respects a land of marvels—full of fascination, and full also
of commercial value. Curiously enough it vindicates the
stories told of it by ancient travellers from as far back as the
age of Herodotus. \What were supposed to be travelers’
tales and the superstitions of the credulous turn out to be
bona fide facts.

The incoming generation stands before a still vaster,
darker continent. The realm of psychical science is fast
being opened by discoveries. The realm of psychical science
remains yet an undiscovered country. Casual explorations
have been made in times past and strange and fascinating
tales have been brought to us; but no scientific exploration
has been made before our own day. Of all the fields for dis-
covery open to the new century, none is more full of promise
than this.

People who have not studied carefully in the line of
psychics have no idea of the marvelousness of the finds which
are being made in this realm. How strange that the old dog-
matism of scientists which confronted every new discovery
of the past with a credulity as absurd and preposterous as its
opposite extreme of credulity should again stand before this
marvelous region of psychics refusing all credence to the
stories of the explorers, insisting that it is a desert land with
nothing to find there, pouring contempt and ridicule upon
every report of travelers.
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ancients. You will perhaps recall the sad fate of Palinurus
the Pilot, whom Neptune sent Somnus to destroy. Com-
pletely disguised, Somnus approached Palinurus on ship-
board and said “ The breeze is fair, the water smooth, the
ship sails steadily on her course. Lie down and take needed
rest; I will stand at the helm in your place.” This the pilot
flatly refused to do, and continued to grasp the helm, keeping
his eyes fixed on the stars. Somnus then waved over him a
branch moistened with Lethean dew. His victim’s eyes
closed in spite of all effort to keep them open, and he fell into
a deep slumber. Somnus then pushed Palinurus overboard.

This strange power, wielded long ago by Somnus, and
now with us a matter of daily use, has not lost much of its
mystery. It is true, we have accumulated and studied the
data of what is now called hypnotism, but as to the inner
significance of these phenomena, we seem in spite of a large
and growing literature, to be but blindly groping in the dark.
Theories which at first appear to shed some light upon our
pathway, prove upon close inspection to be mere glimmer-
ings of an ignus fatuus, which flicker out when approached,
and leave us in the gloom of ignorance, as before. In fact,
when we are inspecting the subject of hypnotism, we have as
it were, but raised up in our hands a single bunch of tangled
thread which is found to be continuous by numerous strands
with many other knotted collateral subjects. Yet from the
character of some of the current literature, the casual reader
might be led to believe the question to be already settled.
Not infrequently has the speaker heard it said “ Why hyp-
notism is easy enough, all you have to do is to get the subject
to stare at a bright button, and he will go to sleep, and ‘ sug-
gestion’ on the part of the operator will do the rest.” For
these people this seems a sufficient explanation of the whole
subject, and with this, the question is usually dismissed as
settled. This is not true of those who have made a study of
the literature of Mesmerism and kindred phenomena; for to
these, it appears that the more one actually knows of these
subjects, the more difficult becomes the attempt to explain
them.

We will not discuss the conditions of the mesmeric or
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it, because it was surely a manifestation of the devil! Scien-
tists would have nothing to do with it because it was cer-
tainly all a fraud, and its practitioners, disreputable knaves!

So the infant born in times prehistoric, nurtured by the
learned oiru man of Egypt; the magi of Mesopotamia; the
prophets of the Hebrews, the oracles of the Greeks and Ro-
mans, the seers of India, and every tribe and race of prehis-
toric America, as well as by the inspired founders of every
great religious system, almost came to grief in the hands of
the modern wiseacres of both science and theology.

About the year 1770, Frederick Anthony Mesmer, a tal-
ented Viennese physician and philosopher, became deeply
interested in the study of astrology. He had already written
upon the “ Influence of the Planets upon the Human Body.”
This influence he deemed magnetic. His next endeavor was
to cure diseases by means of magnets passed over affected
portions of the body, or by means of slow passes with the
magnets, from the head to the feet. Surprising results fol-
lowed these procedures. Later he met a priest by the name
of Gassner who had made cures by means of his hands alone.
Upon learning this, Mesmer concluded that the healing
power resided in the individual and not in the magnets, so he
discarded these, and by what to him appeared to be a logical
step, he called his phenomena “Animal Magnetism.”

His work and theories provoked a furore of excitement,
and instigated a torrent of abuse from scientific sources in
both Vienna and Paris.

DePuysegur, a pupil of Mesmer, extended the observa-
tions of his teacher. The phenomena he induced appeared
to be less convulsive and more somnambulistic than Mes-
mer’s. His writings mention curious instances of the su-
perior intelligence manifested by the mesmerized subject
over his ordinary waking state; and some of his subjects
appeared able to obtain information of things other than
through the usual channels of sense—a faculty which in these
days we might call telepathic. He claimed that some of his
patients could, under influence. diagnose the nature of their
illness and indicate the proper treatment; and also that some
could foresee future events. His line of experimentation was
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of the nervous system—in short that it was a neurosis. He
ignored “suggestion”’; using the method of Braid, varying
it however by means of sudden or “ massive ” impressions—
the flashing of strong light into the patient’s eyes, or the un-
expected striking of a loud gong near the patient’s ears, or
else the use of some peripheral excitation, as rubbing the
scalp, etc. We thus have the three schools of thought; the
older mesmeric one postulating a fluid emanation; the school
of Nancy, insisting on “suggestion” as the complete ex-
planation; and the school of Paris, maintaining that it is a
nervous affection or neurosis.

It must be noted that the two modern schools differ in
their results, just as they differ in their methods and explan-
ations; and neither appear to obtain the same kind of results
claimed by the older mesmerists.

From Charcot’s school Binet and Féré write “ it is strange
that at Nancy they have not been able to produce in the
sleeping subject contractions by stimulating the nerves and
muscles.” Likewise we might not impertinently add “it is
strange that at both Paris and Nancy they have not been able
to produce in the sleeping subject the phenomena of lucidity
and thought transference which were claimed so uniformly
by the older and some of the modern mesmerists.

Perhaps the Parisian school was in error when it assumed
that hypnosis is the expression of a morbid state, and that
results are obtainable only in neurotic individuals. It has
been conclusively shown that weak minded and hysterical
subjects are less amenable to hypnosis than those in good
mental health. Again, while ignoring “suggestion” they
unconsciously made use of it in most of their manipulations.
The very surroundings and previous knowledge on the part
of the patients, as to what was about to happen, induced a
state of receptivity to even slight impressions, and this is
certainly suggestion. Furthermore the assumption of this
school that the whole phenomena of hypnotism are explain-
able on a physical basis and are simply due to “ hyperexcita-
bility of nerves and muscles,” seems unwarrantable; we have
any amount of “ hyperexcitability of nerves and muscles ” in
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dividual differences of opinion as to detail among the observ-
ers, so that for the brevity demanded in this presentation, we
must simply state the generalizations. This theory predi-
cated the existence of a ““ subtle fluid or ether ” in its nature
unknown, but which flows from the operator to the subject,
directly or indirectly through certain media as ‘“ magnet-
ized ”’ water, etc. .

Let us briefly examine this theory of a subtle fluid, which
may be modified by the nervous system so that it can be
passed with effect to a subject, in obedience to the will of an
operator. Just what this transmission is, its advocates do
not pretend to know, but that does not invalidate the claim,
for we do not as yet know what electricity is. We know
electricity only by its manifestations. Many subjects have
claimed that as the passes are made they feel a soothing im-
pingement which is very agreeable, and in the end, brings
about their mesmeric sleep. Others declared that they saw
the emanations from the fingers of the operator. Now this
may be, but it is by no means evidential.

Baron Reichenbach’'s experiments with alleged luminous
emanations from magnets, crystals and sometimes the hands,
were severely attacked by scientific men of the day, notably
by Carpenter and Tyndall. These were denounced as being
subjective or purely imaginary, and it was asserted that the
observers saw the lights by *‘ suggestion.” These experi-
ments, discredited but never disproven, are now curiously
revived in the mysterious x-rays. If these be accepted as
authentic, they would be regarded as data favoring this
hypothesis of a magnetic fluid.

The theory of emanation harmonizes with the apparently
established cases of unpremeditated mesmerism at a distance,
for here the “ neurosis ”’ theory and the “ suggestion " theory
are both inadequate. Again the theory of a fluid—a some-
thing emanating from the operator—is in keeping with ob-
servations on the mesmerization of lower animals. Now
certainly a horse, for instance, is not hypnotized by “ sugges-
tion ”’ nor yet by “ fatigue of eye muscles.” Furthermore it
may be argued that the “ fluidic” or “ether” theory will
account for instances of thought transference by furnishing
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a medium through which the ideas either active or latent «
one individual may be echoed in the brain of another.

There is a curious psychical occurrence narrated in tt
New Testament, which seems to illustrate the theory unde
consideration; and, on the other hand, the modern view «
these emanations tends to confirm the validity of this narr:
tive from what we are so accustomed to call a pre-histor
and superstitious age.

“ And a woman which had an issue of blood twelve year
and had suffered many things of many physicians, and ha
spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rathe
grew worse, having heard the things concerning Jesus, cam
in the crowd behind and touched His garment. For she sai
if I touch his garments I shall be made whole. And straigh
way the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt 1
her body that she was healed of her plague. And straigh
way Jesus, perceiving in himself that the power proceedin
from him had gone forth, turned him about in the crowd an
said “ \Who touched my garments?” And his disciples sai
unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee and saj
est thou, \Who touched me? And he looked round about t
see her that had done this thing. But the woman fearin
and trembling, knowing what had been done to her, cam
and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. An
he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole
go in.peace, and be whole of thy plague.”

The objections to this “ fluid hvpothesis ”’ may be briefl
summarized:

(1) Any transmission through ether must be on direc
lines.

(2) It is not conceivable that a_“fluid ” could maniies
intelligence at a distance: a mere projected fluid. howeve
sensitive cannot bear cognitions and bring them back. be
cause it is necessarily undifferentiated.

(3) Transmission manifests a power of intelligent s¢
lection. which is unlikely to be the case with a ** fluid.”

(4) A fluid emanation to account for the facts woul
have to be able to induce memory.

(3) Fluid projected from an individual at a given poin
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neurasthenia, insanity, alternating personality and amnesia,
hallucination, and dipsomania, which had been cured by sug-
gestion and the use of methods involving psychological anal-
vsis. Baron Von Schrenk-Notzing, for instance, had quoted
228 cases of neurasthenia of which thirty-two per cent. had
been cured and thirty-seven per cent. improved by this
method. Bramwell reports nearly the same result in seventy-
six cases of dipsomania. Dr. Hyslop added that such facts
were not new and were not designed to suggest that any
revolutionary scientific effort was to be inaugurated, but
that they showed the necessity of better organization and in-
vestigation in the field, a work that could be undertaken only
by means of a large endowment.
Dr. Hyslop introduced the subject of psychic research by
a reference to the influence of the Report of the Seybert
Commission and the Proceedings of the Society for Psychic
Research. The former had diminished interest in the study
of certain alleged phenomena, but had not seriously studied
any really important facts. It had, however, a wholesome
effect upon fraud. But the more thorough and scientific work
of the Society for Psychic Research has affected interest in
the subject of the supernormal to such an extent that it has a
tendency to revive the practice of fraud on a large scale and
has in fact actually produced this effect. I'here is no escape
from the most thorough scientific investigation for the sake
- of distinguishing between the genuine and false claims to
supernormal phenomena and the education of the public
against illusion, to say nothing of the possibility that genuine
facts of the highest importance to science and morality are
most probably determinable. The first distinction which the
scientific man must draw in the investigation and discussion
of alleged supernormal phenomena is that between the
physical and the psychical phenomena alleged to have a
supernormal character. The physical phenomena have no
relevancy to the theory which usually tries to explain them in
favor of “ spirits.” In addition to their relation to the exist-
ing body of physical knowledge which cannot be easily con-
tradicted, they are so amenable to explanation by fraud or
illusion that it only increases unnecessary mystery to give
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The service, however, for which we have to make ac-
knowledgments was not all financial. The good will and
defensive attitude of the many persons, known and unknown
to any of us, deserves and in this statement receives due
recognition, with regrets that it cannot be more personal
The Institute owes a deep debt of gratitude to all whose sym-
pathy with its aims helped to educate the public and to dis-
seminate an intelligent view of the subjects which it desires
to investigate. Whatever triumphs may be marked out for
it may be shared by all of them as a vindication of their judg-
ment and foresight. :

There is a special obligation, however, which I think I
am entitled to make public without even asking the consent
of the parties concerned. The service which the interest,
sympathy and practical aid of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Griswold
Bourne have rendered the cause of the Institute cannot be
overestimated. It was the critical point in the work of the
Institute at which they opened their apartments to the task
of correcting the general misunderstanding as to the nature
of the investigations proposed and of imparting an intelligent
conception of them to the public. This is the more especially
to be appreciated when realizing-the sacrifices made to initi-
ate the Institute's plans. It requires much more than finan-
cial services to establish a work of this kind, and those who
have had to withstand the calumny and ridicule which psychic
research has brought on many of its devotees will understand
what I mean when I minimize the financial services of its
friends to exalt, for the moment at least, the sacrifices of
good will and respect which are often entailed in a disagree-
ment with the public. Mr. and Mrs. Bourne made these,
and it will ‘-be only a slight compensation to them for that
service to name them as honorary founders of the American
Institute for Scientific Research.
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PROSPECTUS OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH.

PREFACE.

The present pamphlet is issued as an appeal for an endow-
ment in behalf of the American Institute for Scientific Re-
search. It contains an explanation of the general fields
which it is the object of the Institute to investigate, a copy
of the Institute’s Charter, granted by the State of New York
and intended to operate as a national corporation, and the
letters of indorsement which have been given the Institute
by various men of high standing. The most notable of these
letters is that of Dr. Pierre Janet, Professor of Psychology in
the College of France, Paris. It is a long and elaborate
defence of the object of the Institute and is here published in
the original. The translation is published in the February
number of the Journal.

There are also letters of indorsement from Professor Wil-
liam James, of Harvard University: Dr. James J. Putnam, of
Harvard University: Dr. Cyrus Edson, of New York; Pro-
fessor Max Dessoir, of the University of Berlin; Professor
W. Romaine Newbold, of the University of Pennsylvania;
Professor H. Norman Gardiner, of Smith College, North-
ampton, Mass.; Professor James Mark Baldwin, of Johns
Hopkins University: Professor W. R. Benedict, of the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati; Professor E. C. Sanford, of Clarke Uni-
versity ; Professor E. H. Lindley, Indiana State University;
Camille Flammarion, and many others of similar standing in
this country.

To these I also append the statements of Mr. Gladstone,
Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir William Crookes, Right Honorable
Arthur Balfour, Mr. Huxley, Professor Stout, St. Andrews
University, Professor Muirhead, Mr. \Andrew Lang and Mr.
Goldwin Smith.

The names which appear as signers of the Charter do not
represent the permanent Board of Trustees, but only those
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of the incorporators. The permanent board is in process of
selection, but will not be completed until an endowment is
secured. This is in deference to the possible interest of
those who may furnish the endowment. It is intended that
this permanent board shall consist of men who have a
national repute. When the time comes to complete the
board the incorporators will resign in its favor.

It is intended that this prospectus shall supply the desired
information to those who may be disposed to endow the
Institute which will require a large fund to carry out its
plans. Means for its preliminary organization will not be so
large an amount. Any further information desired can be
had by communication with Dr. James H. Hyslop, 519 West
149th St., New York.
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The important object is the investigation and we may leave
to diplomatic consideration the choice of a name for the
work. I shall define the two fields a little more fully and
refer to some historical incidents that will exhibit what has
already been accomplished and what still needs to be done.
The first type of phenomena, known as psychopatho-
logical, consists of such cases as the loss of the sense of per-
sonal identity, secondary personality, persistent hallucination
purely functional, amnesia or loss of memory, which might
be mistaken for a deeper insanity, psychic epilepsy, certain
cases of apparent melancholia and paranoia, and all func-
tional mental difficulties which may require treatment sup-
plementary to that of the ordinary medical methods. I mean
also to include the scientific study and therapeutic application
of hypnosis, especially in its psychological aspects which have™
not been an object of scientific investigation, psychologically,
hitherto in this country, but only a method of therapeutic
utility in less systematic and scientific ways than are neces-
sary. This field of study has been prosecuted most carefully
in France and to some extent in Germany. The Salpétriére
under Charcot and Pierre Janet is an example of what we
should have in this country both as a scientific investigation
and a method of philanthropy. Brought into notice a century
ago, repudiated at first by science, and then accepted under
compulsion, hypnotism and the study of abnormal mental
phenomena have reached a stage of importance that requires
as much attention to them as to the problems of physiology.
To indicate the economies with which such work can be
prosecuted I may say that no part of the funds will be imme-
diately needed for putting up buildings. It is a work that
can be partly carried on by the rental of a suitable building
until results can attract funds for a suitable edifice, and
partly by the use of hospitals and asylums already in exist-
ence. It is probable that some time in the future a large
building will be required. but this is not a part of the plan at
present contemplated. \What is mainly required is the men
to do the work and the means to give the results scientific
form and influence, and this cannot be done by the adminis-
trative type of man or mere medical practitioner. We must
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with which the work deals and the portion of good wheat
amid the chaff, are such that the investigations are especially
expensive, until scientific men are convinced that the phe-
nomena are genuine, and hence it will be necessary to have
a considerable fund for the prosecution of the work.

There are two reasons for thus articulating the two fields
of investigation. Firstly, the study of pathological mental
phenomena is important in the prosecution of psychical re-
search, because it helps to resolve the perplexities of phe-
romena which are neither supernormal nor fraudulent and
whose superficial character scandalizes the man of average
intelligence.

Secondly, it enables us, if further developments show an
attainable limit to psychical research, which may not be
reached for centuries, to appropriate the funds without legal
difficulties to philanthropic work in psychopathology which
will always be needed.

CHARTER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH.

Certificate of Incorporation.

County of New York, ss.
State of New York.

We, the undersigned, all being persons of full age, citi-
zens of the United States and four of us being residents of
the State of New York, and all of us being desirous to estab-
lish and maintain an Institute for promoting original re-
search in the fields of psychology, normal and abnormal, and
for promoting philanthropic treatment of mental diseases
and desiring to form a membership corporation pursuant to
the provisions of membership corporation law of the State of
New York, with a view to accomplish the desires aforesaid,
.do hereby make, sign, acknowledge and file this certificate in
duplicate for that purpose as follows:

First:—The name of the proposed corporation is to be:
“American Institute for Scientific Research.”

Second :—The object and purpose for which said corpora-
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tion is to be formed are the promotion of study and research
with power

(a) To acquire, hold and convey real estate or other
property and to erect a building or buildings necessary for
the purpose of the Institute as herein stated, and to establish
general and special funds. '

(b) To conduct, endow and assist investigation into the
phenomena of hypnosis, with practical therapeutics in this
field; special attention to be given to their psychological
aspects.

(¢) To conduct, endow and assist investigation into the
phenomena of hallucinations and illusions, functional and
other forms of insanity, secondary personality and all psy-
chopathic phenomena requiring special study and investiga-
tion. A '

(d) To conduct, endow and assist investigation of all
alleged telepathy, apparitions of the dead, mediumistic phe-
nomena, alleged clairvoyance, and all facts claiming to rep-
resent supernatural acquisition of knowledge or the super-
normal production of physical effects.

(e) To publish and to aid in the publication of documents
and reports representing the work of the Institute or of such
persons as are approved by said Institute, whose work can-
not obtain the acceptance of ordinary publishers.

(f) To appoint committees to direct special lines of re-
search within the fields.prescribed by the above subdivisions.

(g) In general to do and perform all things necessary to
promote the object of said Institute provided they be not
repugnant to the laws of the State of New York nor the laws
of the United States. .

Third :—The location of the principal office of the pro-
posed corporation shall be the City of New York.

Fourth:—The duration of the proposed corporation shall
be perpetual.

Fifth:—The territory in which its operations are to be
principally conducted is the City of New York and the vicin-
ity thereof.

Sixth:—The number of trustees of the proposed corpora-
tion shall not be less than five nor more than fifteen.
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Seventh:—The names and places of residence of the per-
sons to be trustees of the proposed corporation until its first
annual meeting are:

Charles N. Jones, 452 West 152nd St., New York City.
William S. Crandall, 221 St. John Place, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Miles Menander Dawson, 11 Broadway, New York City.
James Hervey Hyslop, 519 West 149th St.. New York
City. .
Charles L. Bogle, 146 West 104th St.,, New York City.

Eighth:—The time for holding the annual meeting of the
proposed corporation shall be the first Tuesday in December
of each year. '

Ninth:—The Board of Trustees of said Institute shall ap-
point a person to act as Director of said Institute and who
shall exercise or perform the functions of an administrative
and executive officer and shall be an ex-officio member of the
Board of Trustees, with the right of being present at its de-
liberations, but without the right of voting at the same.

In witness whereof we have made, signed and acknowl-
edged this certificate in duplicate this twenty-ninth day of
June, nineteen hundred and four.

CHARLES N. JONES (L.S.).
WILLIAM S. CRANDALL (L.S.).
MILES MENANDER DAWSON (L.S)),
JAMES H. HYSLOP (L.S.),
CHARLES L. BOGLE (L.S.).*
County of New York, ss.
State of New York.

On the 29th of June, 1904, before me personally came:

CHARLES N. JONES, JAMES H. HYSLOP,
WILLIAM S. CRANDALL, CHARLES L. BOGLE.
MILES MENANDER DAWSON,

to me personally known to be individuals described in and
who executed the foregoing certificate and severally duly
acknowledged to me that they executed the same.

ANTHONY J. MANFRED,
Notary Public,

New York City.

*The names %Ppearing as signers of the Charter do not represent the per-
manent Board of Trustees. They are only the incorporators of the Institute.
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in a proportionately large amount, the material that ought to
be investigated. We in Germany have decidedly fewer cases
of so-called telepathy and mediumistic phenomena, and on
the other the admirable readiness of the wealthy to supply
financial assistance, upon which your undertaking is indeed
dependent. There is thus good reason for hope that your
endeavor will be successful.

As far as the investigation of pathological conditions of
mind is concerned, that, of course, will need to be conducted
regardful of the patient and employed in the interest of the
afflicted. Scientific curiosity is here restricted within certain
limits.

Likewise the inquiry into abnormal manifestations which
is the object of psychical research can be made profitable to
knowledge. If it is possible to open to the understanding
what seem to be miracles by the proof of their natural condi-
tions—which may, moreover, also contain new causes and
relations—then superstitions will be more effectively con-
tested than by means of the insolent indifference with which
these things are so often dismissed. As laudable as your
intention is to avoid the publicity of the press, it will yet be
desirable, on this account, upon occasion to popularize the
results of the investigation.

I wish with all my heart that your appeal may have a

noble and general success. Sincerely yours,
. MAX DESSOIR, Ph.D, M.D.,
University of Berlin.

* 95 Irving Street,
Cambridge, October 25, 1903.
Dear Professor Hyslop: _

My opinion regarding the scheme of raising a fund for the
endlowment of research into mediumship, alternate person-
ality, sub-conscious states in general, and the borderland
between abnormal (or supernormal) and normal psychology
is that it is wise. The S. P. R. doesn’t cover quite the whole
ground, though it might also be helped by the fund.

In my opinion the most fruitful work will lie in the direc-
tion of thorough description of the phenomena presented by
certain rare individuals. Some of Janet’s patients, Prince's
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patient, Flournoy's medium, and Mrs. Piper, are examples of
the sort of study I mean. Needless to, say, this has hardly
ever been done, for both the investigator and the person in-
vestigated have to devote an endless amount of time, and
time means money, which has seldom been forthcoming.

I feel strongly the need of an extensive sifting over of the
mediums now available, and the selection of a very few for
thoroughgoing study. Our “cases” are so far almost
scandalously few. But to keep the investigator going, and to
isolate the medium into satisfactory conditions, inevitably
involves expense. I imagine that few scientific inquiries
would give more valuable returns, if well carried out.

Sincerely yours,
WILLIAM JAMES.

James J. Putnam, M. D,,
106 Marlborough St.,
Professor James Hyslop, Back Bay, Boston.
519 West 149th St., New York.
My Dear Professor Hyslop:

In my opinion the two fields of research mentioned in
your letter are of the very highest practical and theoretical
importance. The reason that they are not usually regarded
so. is, in my opinion, because hitherto so few persons have
devoted themselves to investigations of such sorts. More-
over, the investigators of the future will, for the most part, be
men who do not have to support themselves by private prac-
tice, since the investigations themselves are so engrossing
and time-taking as to leave little leisure for income getting.
For this reason it is important that suitable endowments
should be made in order that good facilities may be offered
to men of genius in these directions. Many of the disorders
of the nervous system are not susceptible of very satisfactory
treatment, but these psychopathic affections can often be
cured if the physician has the requisite skill and knowledge.
On that account also the plan of which you.speak should com-
mend itself to practical persons.

Yours very truly,
JAMES J. PUTNAM.
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Dr. Cyrus Edson,
56 West soth Street,
New York.
Dear Mr. Hyslop:

[ would have written you in answer to your inquiry before
but lost your address. Your letter of yesterday brings it
to me.

I believe the work you are endeavoring to inaugurate will,
if you succeed in your plans, be productive of the greatest
results and I approve fully of the scheme as outlined by you.

It goes without saying that the field is the most important
one open to man and that it has been too long left to char-
latans and fakirs who have left it in a condition most unat-
tractive to scientific men.

Any honest scientist who is willing to undertake its in-
vestigation should have the co-operation of all and I feel sure
that the result of his work will prove of inestimable value to
the human race.

Sincerely yours,
, CYRUS EDSON.
To Mr. J. H. Hyslop,
October 30, 1903.

New York, December 10, 1904.
Professor James H. Hyslop,
519 West 149th St., City.
My Dear Professor:

I return herewith the general plan and the other papers
you were good enough to leave with me for perusal. \While,
as you know, my main work lies in combating tuberculosis, a
disease which, as to frequency, morbidity and mortality is
scarcely less important than the various mental and nervous
afflictions, I am nevertheless deeply interested in psychopath-
ology and all other psychic phenomena. The work you are
about to undertake is unquestionably most timely and im-
portant, and deserves the encouragement of all true scientists
and philanthropists. I am willing to confess that I fear we
physicians as a whole have heretofore underestimated the
importance of the study of psychopathology and psychic phe-
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The case seems to be this: In all ages and among all peoples
there has been a belief that informations are received and
effects communicated through other than the ordinarily rec-
ognized channels, and the question for “ psychical research,”
broadly stated, is, what basis is there for this belief? To say
that it has no basis is to prejudge the results of an enquiry
which has never yet been undertaken except in a tentative
and incomplete manner, and which so far as it has been car-
ried on seems to offer evidence contrary to so sweeping a
conclusion ; to say that an investigation into it cannot be con-
ducted in a scientific spirit, is to arbitrarily exclude from intel-
ligent investigation a large and most interesting department
of human experience. For, if it should be shown that this
_belief rests on no other foundation than sophistry and illu-
sion, it would surely be of no small value to know this; if, on
the other hand, it should be shown that it is in certain
respects supported by indubitable facts, the conclusion would
affect our whole view of the relation of man to the universe.
Thus the nature and limits of physical science, our philos-
ophy, our religion, our social life, are bound up, in ways more
or less direct, with this enquiry. But it is of the utmost im-
portance that the enquiry be conducted in a strictly scientific
temper and by men trained especially for this kind of work.
A large endowment of this research wisely administered -
would be, in my judgment, a benefit to the whole human race.
Personally I should prefer to see such an endowment placed
in the trusteeship of the already existing Society for Psy-
chical Research,* with the proviso, however, that the income
be applied to work in America, but if another method seems
better, I have no objection. The important thing is that the
work be placed on a solid financial foundation and conducted
with judgment and experience. We may then expect to see
it receive the recognition which its importance deserves.
Make any use of this letter you see fit.
I am,
Very sincerely yours,
H. N. GARDINER.

* Written before the dissolution of the American Branch of the Society
for Psychical Research.
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than now and this with regard to all matters falling under
the terms “supernormal,” “subliminal” personality, second-
ary personality and “spiritualism.” Do these words stand
for anything real, and if so what?

I heartily commend all efforts to have these questions
answered by men of accepted scientific standing. I do not
hesitate to say that money in large sums could not be better
used than to make full opportunity for the utmost freedom
of endeavor with regard to these subjects. There should be,
in my opinion, no commitment to a view or any set of views
held by any body of men. There should be money enough
at hand to repay the labors of men of science as they search
into all phenomena wherever presented and then assured us
as to the results secured.

No better work from the side of positive science to man-
kind can at this time be entered upon or fostered by men of
means. The people ought to be told the truth by men com-
petent to tell it.

I sincerely hope that all present efforts in this direction

may be abundantly successful.
W. R. BENEDICT,
Professor of Philosophy,

University of Cincinnati, Ohio.

University of Wooster.
Dean’s Office.
Department of Philosophy.
_ Wooster, Ohio, October 30, 1903.
Professor James H. Hyslop, Ph.D., LL.D,,
519 West 149th St., New York City.
My Dear Professor Hyslop:

['am much interested in your plan for an endowment for
psychical research. The research work demanded by both
scientific and humanitarian interests cannot be conducted on
any adequate scale without means to enable experts to de-
vote their entire time to investigations; the borderland be-
tween established psychological science and mystery will
dlways, as now, present important problems for research,
and so permanent endowment for such investigations is
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Johns Hopkins University,
Department of Psychology,
J. Mark Baldwin.
Princeton, N. J., October 20, 1903.
My Dear Professor Hyslop:

I am in strong sympathy with research in the lines sug-
gested by you, especially the former, Mental Pathology,
under which the latter Psychical Research may in some re-
spects, be placed. I should welcome the endowment of such
work, to take the form of a permanent fund, to be admin-
istered by a committee of experts in psychology, neurology
and medicine. Such a board, in absolute control and man-
agement, not only of the financial affairs, but also of the re-
search undertaken, would be essential, in my opinion, to the
successful administration of such a fund.

Believe me,

Very sincerely yours,
J. MARK BALDWIN.

Indiana University,
Department of Philosophy.
Bloomington.
Professor J. H. Hyslop:

My Dear Sir:

I am convinced that psychic research and psycho-path-
ology deserve the extensive investigation contemplated in
vour plan. The work of Gurney, Podmore, Hodgson,
James. Hyslop and others has raised questions of universal
and profound human interest. These men have made psy-
chic research a legitimate object of scientific inquiry. But
they have not as yet answered the questions they have raised.
Much further investigation is needed to settle, for one thing, .
the question of supernormal acquisition of knowledge.

The final result of years of such work may indeed be
merely the geography or histology of human gullibility. If.
that be so, we shall have a psychology of illusion and of
error—of incalculable scientific and practical importance.

In fact I would say that such a psychology of error would
dlone justify a vast expenditure of time and money.
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proved. I cannot say the same regarding apparitions of the
dead. They are, in any case, incomparably less frequent.
If it were possible to obtain photographs whose authenticity
was incontestable an important service would be rendered
to science.

I have long followed your industrious investigations as I
have followed those of Crookes, Wallace, Gurney and Myers,
and there are many of us in France who would like to see the
phenomena of animism and spiritism made intelligible in
regard to their causes and scientifically classified. I send
vou, therefore, my most sincere good wishes for success and
the expression of my profound respect.

CAMILLE FLAMMARION.

G. R. Carpenter,
Columbia University,
New York City. October 15, 1903.
Professor J. H. Hyslop:
519 West 149th St., New York City.
My Dear Professor Hyslop:

I have your letter of the fourteenth and the enclosed
draft of a plan of investigation in the double field of patho-
logical psychology and of psychical research. I am not an
expert in the matters referred to, as you know, but I have
been able during the last five years to give them a consid-
erable amount of attention in my private reading and to
think over at my leisure the problems concerned, as well as
the ordinary layman can. I have become thoroughly con-
vinced that it is of great importance to us all that these fields
of inquiry be investigated very thoroughly and scientifically,
and for this purpose I believe that we should endeavor in
every way to find persons willing to give ample endowment
for such research, which will in all probability be of very
considerable value, if conducted properly and for a long
period of years, in throwing light on questions of the great-
est importance to every thinking man. I shall be delighted
to have you use my name in any way you choose in the fur-
therance of this idea. With best regards,

Very truly yours,
G. R. CARPENTER.
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than the decision of any other conceivable question which
agitates the world.
Hoping that you may succeed, and pledging myself to do
evervthing I can to help you on, I am,
Most heartily yours,
M. J. SAVAGE.

MISCELLANEOUS TESTIMONIES.

“Psychical research is the most important work which is
being done in the world—by far the most important.”
WM. E. GLADSTONE.

“If any one cares to hear what sort of conviction has been
born in upon my mind, as a scientific man, by twenty years’
familiarity with these questions which concerns us, I am
willing to reply as frankly as I can. I am, for all personal
purposes, convinced of the persistence of human existence
beyond bodily death, and though I am unable to justify that
belief in full and complete manner, yet it is a belief which has
been produced by scientific evidence that is based upon facts
and experiences.”

SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S.

“No incident in my scientific career is more widely known
than the part I took many years ago in certain psychical re-
searches. Thifty years have passed since I published an
account of experiments tending to show that outside our
scientific knowledge there exists a Force exercised by intel-
ligence differing from the ordinary intelligence common to
mortals. To stop short in any research that bids fair to widen
the gates of knowledge, to recoil from fear of difficulty or
adverse criticism, is to bring reproach on science. There is
nothing for the investigator to do but to go straight on, “to
explore up and down, inch by inch, with the taper of his
reason : to follow the light wherever it may lead, even should
it at times resemble a will-’o-wisp.”

SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S.
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alone. why did you think it impossible [J. H. H. called, to turn
sheet. Then returned to his position.] for mother and I to ever
come back to you. we came as soon as we could and now my
head does not trouble [me], yet you do not speak one word to
us here. do you still care for us. it is so strange. it was al-
ways I that was quiet, but I never [J. H. H. called to turn sheet
and remained.] could believe you wuld [would] not speak to me.
Do you come to trouble me. my head is all right now. it is all
right.

(Now what relation are you to this lady?)

I shall not stay if she does not care to speak to me

(Yes, she cares.) alone. (Yes, I hope you could give some-
thing to prove your identity.)

she is mine.

(Good. Yes, she does not see you. We get the messages in
writing and it will take little incidents in your two lives to show
that you are present and when you are able you can give your
name in full or in such form as she will recognize it.)

I cannot tell her one thing (Wait a moment.) [superposing.]
she does not already know.

(Good, but you can tell something which the lady through
whom you are communicating cannot know.)

[Hand went on writing while I spoke this statement.]

Is she not satisfied to know she is mine still.

(Yes, but that does not prove whom you are clearly.)

you know that I came here of head trouble and I will tell you
that I worried * * until it made me sick, yes, and now I am
[written ‘an.’] trying to set right myself again. yes we [hand
shook and ‘we’ erased.] I do not like to tell my troubles to
strangers.

(That’s right. Talk on some other subject.)

and she knows I never was much good at talking.

[Long pause during which Mrs. H. remarked: ‘ Won’t that
person tell his name?’ J. H. H. replied: ‘ Yes, but that must
take its own course.’]

[Hand began shaking and in a moment to write but paused
again for a few moments and wrote illegible scrawls.] * * * * *
* * * will come next week [all this not read at time.]

(Cannot read it.)

we will [read ‘would.’] come ...will... will... next week,
Hodgson.

(All right, Hodgson.)

you can help us, yes, goodby [‘by’ read ‘ boy,” and this fol-
lowed by attempt to erase, when I read it rightly.] Hodgson.

(All right. Goodbye. Come again.) [pause.]

[This interruption by Dr. Hodgson, assuming that it is he,
shows a very marked change in the handwriting. It decidedly
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resembles in general characteristics his writing in the Piper case.
The writing now changes to the preceding, deliberate style, Dr.
Hodgson's having been rapid and less clear.]

I told her to speak to me alone. []. H. H. whispers to Mrs. H.
to greet the communicator. ]

(Mrs. H.: I am glad to see you.) (Yes, she will the next
time.)

not now no.

(Not next time, but now?)

you see not [probably intended for now] how hard we speak
to you [pause] now do you wear my rings always,

(J. H. H.: Say Yes or No.) (Mrs. H.: Yes.)

[Hand slightly trembles.] yes keep it do not ever take them
from the place I put them.

It is a new way to talk (Yes, I understand.) and hard to
bring back memories, yes, but I an [am] trying. [Hand trembles
as it writes next few words.] let us never forget the time I put
the first one there.

(No. she would not forget that.)

it was when we were happiest, [read first * happy.’ then * hap-
piest.’] ves. (\Wait a moment.) [Hand ran off paper.]

I know that she cares because she took it and said, ves, she
would love me always, ves. [excitement in hand.]

It is time for me to go. [pause.]

{Yes. the time is up.)

goodby James. \When iriend H. said. ves. (Yes I shall)
Father. (Yes. I shall)

Wihen Mrs. Smead came out of the trance she complained
of a pain i her head which she said was not like a headache.
It passed away in ten miuntes.  She said. however. that she
2zw a hand with a pencil by the side of her's all alone.  Also
that she saw a lady with dark hair parted in the middle and

wavy on the sides and pushed over the ears in the old-fash-
tomed wav, ady was stout. \lso saw a man with pleasant
Tice avlhoitoa lttle grav, bhut not much so.

Qctoder 3oth. 1906

ustonsNe D my Secretaty i she Xnmew the woman who
R she at once asked me. * Which
T ond. AV i.e .\I 21 once Said

-

me ltlomal Rmow and rematied that she &id not even
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(Are you all together?) )

we are most of the time.

(Who is speaking?)

Robert Hyslop for ure [your] little girl.

(Is the little girl Alice?)

yes, and there is another too she says. She has only been
here over two Sabbaths.

(Can she tell her name?)

Hariet. she is not strong enough yet mamma. we get
stronger here in a little while to come back. you kn now [hand
began superposing and had to be moved down.] mamma that
this man has the same name as our Robie’s name

(Is there a little boy there?)

name as I said like Robie mamma. do you know we come to
you lots and put our arms around your neck and kiss you, yes,
and you jump sometimes and think it is a noise.

(But I mean another little boy, not Robbie.)

he is not right here, but he is home with auntie. she took him
home mamma [tendency to get the ‘ Mamma’ with one ‘m’ as
has always been the custom with Mrs. Smead.]

(Who took him home? Grandma?)

and Alice would not stay. she saw you go out mama and she
came with you and I am glad I come because I rather be near
you.

(Do you see your little sisters?)

I told you mama we had a nice time together and auntie and
gramma take us to see so many pretty places, but I like to stay
near you.

(You don’t miss me there?)

we do mama. sometimes we cry because you don’t come.
then they take us away till we feel better mama.

(Do you learn lessons there?)

we are learning all the time and I am this time having my first
lesson in talking to you mama this funny way, you see mama.

(Can you ask Grandma to speak to me?)

she is home mama with baby brother.

(Where is home?) [pause.] [Question repeated.] where
w... [pause.] where there are lots of pretty (Wait a moment.)
[pencil fixed.] trees m [‘m’ erased.] and hills that help to make
it look pretty and then the home is there with you. if you was
here it would be here. that is what Grandma tells us when we
cry.

(You must not cry. I think of you always. Be a good boy
and teach little brother.)

we play and grandma tell us lessons. Alice went back to tell
her to come to you quick. mama did you think baby brother
could play with that ball now.
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to hold her, Mrs. LeM.’s hand. Mrs. Smead placed her right
hand on Mrs. LeM.’s right, which soon began to write. The
following as far ds it is decipherable was the result.

[scrawls.] Remember the energy [?] carried [?] out of this

* * * * this morning ..... be a useful * * when [?] [sheet
changed.] now do you see how this is James. * * * * is and
?] * * Be careful of this * * for withitis * * * * * * * x x x
tell her stop * * * * * * power controlled * * * * * * [pencil
quickly thrown from hand, and writing ceased.] '

Immediately after Mrs. LeM. began to recover clear con-
sciousness, as she was not perfectly normal and complained
apparently of something as was indicated by exclamations
as if pained, she said she saw light all through her head fly-
ing about like forked lightning. As soon as she was clear
she said that her impression of what they were trying to say
was that I should be careful of this lady, the sitter who had
just gone, as she would be useful in the work.

Mrs. Quentin makes the following notes with refer-
ence to this sitting. In a note to the first she says that she
did not utter the whole name of the persons whose initials
are given in the questions she asked of the communicator.
This will explain the significance of the name Harriet.

“ Mrs. Smead was in a trance when I came in and did not
see me at any time. Notice the name of my mother Harriet
is given at once correctly. It was always used in the form of
Hattie for my mother and Harriet for my grandmother.

I have no little girl on the other side, but my brother has
—a tiny baby. The Alice referred to—name mentioned by
Mrs. Q. in previous sitting (p. 643)—represents my sister
Alice who died at the age of six months years ago. You
notice she is referred to by my children as “ auntie,” tho I
had given no clue of her relation to me. Robie (Robbie)
referred to is my grandfather’s only son, my mother’s
brother who died, aged twelve, years ago.

The child speaking is evidently my oldest son who was
still-born and had no name. He certainly was not in my
thoughts, and I was perfectly amazed to be forced to admit
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looks more cheerful. we can know so many things here about
which you do that I did not reli... [erased.] realize when I was
there. It is so nice to have you where I can talk to you yes. |
must rest awhile. wait.

(Yes, I will wait.) [pause.]

How did you find me here.

(Did you not send me word?)

no, how did you find me here. yes, but I wanted you to come
and how did you know it.

(Did you not send me word?)

yes [pause.] then [?] you did get it. I did not know but
perhaps you did n’t. It is quite a while since, yes. (How did you
send me word?) through your friend, yes.

(Which friend?)

you know the one. I do not nee[d] tell it.

(That’s right.)

we can send the word to you because you have some light
yourself,

(How have I shown it?)

because you know sometimes I have come to you. you could
see me.

(You mean I could feel you.)

no, see me. I can make you know it is me.

(that is true.)

ves and it is so nice to be able to keep near each other.

(It helps me a great deal.)

it is what takes so much of the awful sting away, yes, and
helps us here 0 much when our friends, all of those we love, can
know we are near them, ves.

(Tell me something of yourself.)

If I do thnk [think] about it, it brings back that dreadful pain.

(Can’t vou talk about happy days?)

ves, | will rest and try again.

(Yes, rest) [ Pause.] [pipe laid on table.]

vou know we do not use them here.  ves.

and I would like to again with vou, ves.

(No. I did not think you did, but you enjoved it here.)

I had lots of comfort smoking, ves,

(Yes, that is right))

and that is why you saved them because they were mine.

(You remember those happy days?)

no one else even had them but myself and so you keep them
for me, ves.

¢ But we will be together again )

when we were together, ves, I wish we could again sit and
talk while I could smoke. yes. we will but Itis so * * [hard?] to
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see them and then and you together now, yes will yo[u] look up
so that I can see you full.

(Yes I will.)

I want to kiss you, yes, like I did. we will alway [s] remem-
ber it, and I will squeeze you untill [until] you so [probably in-
tended for ‘say.’] [circles then drawn.] h... [?] then until
you say O yes.

(Yes, sweetheart.)

we will allways [always] be so happy, even now because I
can come near you. It is so goo [d] to remember the times we
we.... (Waita moment. The pencil is wrong.) [pencil fixed.]

(Tell me some little fact.)

I will have to go the friend says very soon.

(Will you come again tomorrow ?)

will I, oh yess [yes] I will come allways [always] near you

(Try to tell me some little fact.)

about my pipes. I will try to. I it [scrawl.] if it does not
hurt me.

(I understand.)

yes, goodby

[J. H. H. then came into the room and the hand seemed to
have ceased the writing. In a moment it began again in large
letters.]

we are going. (Goodbye.) y...

After she came out of the trance Mrs. Smead said she saw
a gentleman with a dark mustache and a broad forehead and
the face was a little thin on the sides.

Mr. X. died of paresis and apparently there was no pain
associated with his death. It is apparently true that Mrs. X.
has “some light” as she has tried automatic writing with
some success. Mrs. Smead knew nothing of the lady.
Mrs. X. was brought in after Mrs. Smead had started into
the trance and had her head and face buried in a pillow.
She could not even see that it was a lady present. Mrs. X.
left the room at the end of the sitting before Mrs. Smead
came out of the trance and was not seen by her at all. The
allusion to smoking and to the pipes might be regarded as
evidence of the supernormal if we did not have to assume the
possibility of subliminal perception by smell of the one that
had been put on the table.
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wait James. I will tell the other friends that help me.
(Good.) the one that helps most does not wish it.

(Yes, I understand.)

it is he that you have doubted much. [pause.] yes.

(Who is it that I have doubted?)

C yes Clarke, you know. H yes, we cannot stay [normal
writing.] [pause] when b Cll you he [the] secon... [not read
at time.] [inverted mirror writing.]

(When shall we meet again?)

day after the Sabbath [inverted mirror writing.]

(I shall do so.) [read and understood as referring to first day
after the Sabbath.]

second day after [inverted mirror writing.]

(All right. I shall do so. Shall it be for this lady?)

if she desires it so. [Inverted mirror writing.]

(Yes, she will come.)

[pause.] [Pencil ran off sheet and was replaced three times
and immediately pushed off again. I then placed it on the other
side of the sheet and there was a pause. In this interval I ex-
plained to the sitter why the sitting was postponed, giving a spe-
cific physical reason known to me. Immediately the following
was written.] no. [pause.]

(We had better cease.) [No reply.]

After Mrs. Smead came out of the trance she said she
saw numbers all over the field of vision, and especially the
number 73. Immediately after this Mrs. Smead went and
lay down, feeling only stiff, and had a nap of about half an
hour. When she awakened she reported to me that she had
seen the cross, two blue lights, and my father.

November 6th, 1906.
10.30 a. m. Present Mrs. X. and for a short time J. H. H.

[It was my intention that Mrs. H., who had the sitting of
October 3oth (p. 656), but she refused to come, being dis-
satisfied with the results of the first one. It is apparent that
the control thought she was to be present, not having been
apprised of the refusal. The same communicator purports to
be present, but on being told the situation, leaves the field to
friends of the new sitter.]
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do you remember my black hat. (Yes.) I used to wear
some times on [erased.] almost on the back of my head.

(And I didn’t like it.)

yes, I used to do it to plague you, dear, yes.

(Yes, I remember.)

I sometimes would sit with * * [erased.] one foot on the
other and lean back in my chair, yes.

(Yes, I remember.)

with my hat that way. can you see me now.

(No, I can't))

your mind can, yes.

(Yes, my mind can.)

and I used to like to smoke.

(Yes you did.)

I told you I would come [‘come’ not read.]

(I don’t make out that word.)

did I not come, yes, and I remember you * * [apparently
scrawl for ‘ would.’] and [erased.] I remember I would tell you
I loved you and that would help you [to] be my own sweet-
heart and (yes.) we would be * * then. I guess I liked to tease
[not read at time.] you, tease you. (Easily.) I wonder if I can.
you can wait. I will just rest.

(That’s right. Rest a little while.)

[pause.] did you bring my pipe.

(Yes, I did. Here it is.) [pipe placed on the table.]

yes I liked one y... [you ?] no, that pipe, yes.

(Is it your favorite pipe?) that was what I meant.

(Is your brother with you?)

he is not here this time dear, but I told him I was coming to
talk to you and he laughed at my I dea.

(He did not understand.)

yes, no he finds much to interest him, interest him, so he does
not want to come back near the earth.

(I understand. Does it hurt to come back?)

it does unless there are others to help that have learned the
way, yes.

(Did you ever use my hand?)

I have tried to but we are uncertain as to our result, so you
see we like to meet our friends at other placs [places] yes, to
tell them about our coming to them. I... you have my purse,
yes. [pocketbook was lying on the table. had not been seen by
Mrs. Smead in her normal state.] (Yes.) and you keep it
yourself. (Yes.) yes, I has [probably intended for ‘it has.’]
what I needed of it [pause.] yes, you found is all right that you
have there, yes, you did not find much in it did you dearest.

(You know I always spent it all.)

you had the right to it, yes.
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I have thought you got them. If you knew how hard it is you
would want to help us.

(I try. What must I do?)

listen for me to speak, yes, yes, and you can hear me, yes.

(How will you speak? Through my hand?)

I do, when you speak to me I have to talk with it, but I have
to use your mind sometimes.

(I understand. Sometimes I think you use my mind and not
my hand.)

yes, but I use both. it is very interesting to see the friends
believing that once did not, yes.

(Tell me, do you see William?)

William yours y... [?] she my wief [wife] wants you.
shall I, yes.

(That message is not clear.)

I only spoke to him. I said you wanted to ..... [sheet

changed.} but he will not try. he his [is] smiling as usual. he
says it is a joke. [pause.] his eyes flash and his face is all
smiles, yes. he says it is a joke, yes.

(What is a joke?) _

My trying to persuade him to talk to you. isn't it like him,
(Like whom?) my brother. he will not.

(Is your father there?)

he is smiling... no alone... what did you say dearest, yes.

(Is your father there?) ‘

no, not here, ony [only.]

(Does he believe in this?) he helps me at home [pause.]
that is he helps by [not clear] by thinking, yes, you know know
I must [not read at time.] must go. the friend here say[s] it is
time. we do not count time like you do and it soon passes when
we come back, yes, goodby my dear.

(I understand. It passes quickly with me when with you.
Goodbye.) .

I will come to you again.

(I hope so soon.)

and now keep my change. [pause.] goodby, yes, keep it.

[Change of control.]

Tell James my son I would speak with him. [Mrs. X. came
to door and J. H. H. came in.]

yes, I know it was whom (Yes.) you wanted James. yes,
you know what I mean. (Yes.) I am going.

(Goodbye.)

goodby. [pencil then moved to edge of sheet and ran off. I
watched it a moment and it showed signs of wanting to write.
I placed the hand on a new sheet of paper, and the following in
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with Mrs. Piper, he would come. I occasionally have a feel-
ing of presence. My reply, “ You mean I could feel you ” to
the statement, “ You could see me,” brought to my mind an
incident of Saturday evening, October 27th, 1906, when
walking into my brother’s in Boston. I had for a few mo-
ments, perhaps. only seconds, a sensation of presence. A
fleeting physical buoyancy of spirit accompanied this con-
nection of presence.

The pipe was unwrapped behind Mrs. Smead and it had
not touched the table when the hand began to write, “ You
know we do not use them. here.” Mr. Mc. was devoted to
his pipe. Every evening after dinner when the coffee was
brought in he would have a cigarette or a cigar. I often
smoked a cigarette with him, but he almost invariably ended
the evening with his pipe.

The request, “ Will you look up so that I can see you
full,” is characteristic; for the eyes gave him the delight they
give all lovers.

In the first sitting more than in the second the answers
to my questions seemed to come almost before they were
given verbal form. It may have been mere nervousness, but
in my writing an answer of some sort is given to a mental
question before the formal completion is worded.

On November 6th Mrs. X. wrote me the following ex-
planatory notes which I append as throwing light on the sit-
tings.

“When Mr. X. wore his Derby (black) he would fre-
quently put it on his head rakishly to tease me. I have an
aversion to seeing a man’s hat tilted. My brother teases me
in the same way. Mr. X., when ready to go out, would
sometimes sit down with the Derby on and I would insist on
his taking it off. I always said that it was unbecoming. He
was a tease and delighted in a joke.

He had numerous pipes but the one in question was his
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(Yes, he is too far away. He can’t come.)

he will come. right, yes.

(Could I have done any more than I have done?)

we do it, yes, and tell him I am trying to help him, yes. Will
you bring him to me, yes. [pause.] I will tell him to come to
you, yes., I would bring him here to tell him. you must help him.
be kind an [d] lovig [loving] patient [patience] will help him.
give him coffee and lots of it.

(I did gorge him with it.)

it will help his bad habit and you keep him with you. go out
with him and he will feel your love for him more. I will be able
to help him more if he is with you, with you.

(Is my father with you?)

we were reading in the room, no [‘no’ erased.] at table, yes.
we had the books and paper.

(Are you there all the time?)

yes, no, at this place.

(Is my husband with you?)

no, he says [he] stays near you. we are not at the same home.
we have our own little one and he is near you .

(Is my child here?)

he is with her much of the time. we canot [cannot] use this
now. first fix fix it.

[pencil turned in fingers.] no fix it R. Hyslop’s way my
way, no {... put it my way, the pencil.

[pencil then placed between first finger and thumb.] yes and
I would say the little one is near her now, yes. it is a pretty little
child and there is also a gentleman with a h... [erased.] silk hat,

(Is that the husband?)

yes, he looks near the child, yes, and I would say it was the
baby’s father, yes.

(Can’t you talk to them and ask them to come and speak to
this lady?)

they are not near so that I can talk for them and I would have
[pause and sheet changed.] not this time. she is concerned much
for the boy and will talk for to him. It is better for him near the
lady and we shall ask this lady to come again, yes, we .... can
she bring her husband’s box with his small articles with her, yes.

(You wish her to bring her box and little belongings with
her?)

yes, will try. goodby. [J. H. H. came in.]

After she came out of the trance Mrs. Smead said she
saw a little child about two years of age and the letters B and
W, the letter W was first and B afterward.

In the afternoon Mrs. Smead called me up stairs and said
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to whom the silk hat was referred. This was not recalled as
a feature of identity, and the reader will remark that the
second note contradicts the first one.

In reply to the inquiry whether the “little heart” had
any reference to the grandmother I received the following:

“1 am positive ‘ the little heart’ referred to had nothing
to do with her. When I was a child not more than five or
seven years old, a young man, a cousin, visited Niagara and
brought home two small bead pin-cushions made by Indians.
He gave me one in the shape of a star and my sister a heart
shaped one. I showed such a decided preference for the
heart that my sister gave it to me for many years. This was
laughed about in the family.

“'The cousin subsequently married the ‘ Mary’ referred
to in the record, who passed away about two years ago.”

As the incident of the “little heart ” is associated in the
record with this “ Mary,” and is a good one in evidence of
identity, it is interesting to see how it was recalled at the
later date.

November 8th, 1906.

10.30a. m. Present Mrs. Z. and J. H. H,, the latter only
a short time with an interruption of only a few moments by
his entrance in response to a request.

The present sittings were arranged for Mrs. P., the lady
who had the previous sitting. She was unable to come and a
friend came in her place. This fact will explain the allusions
at the beginning of the sitting. I must remark, however,
that Mrs. Smead met Mrs. Z. last Sunday at dinner in my
house and Mrs. Smead thus knew her name. It is quite pos-
sible that Mrs. Z.’s friend, who was with her at this dinner
(not the friend who had the sitting yesterday), may have
mentioned her Christian name as it came out in the sitting.
We have at least to assume that she did. But this is abso-
lutely all that Mrs. Smead could have known in so far as the
record of the sitting is concerned, a circumstance which is
especially true in that I myself, tho knowing Mrs. Z. quite
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(Yes, let me explain.)

do so. your we... [last two words written while I was
beginning my statement.]

(Now the light expects to remain with me until the third day
after the Sabbath and then will return home. I would be pleased
to have you look after her until I can arrange for further meet-
ings. It may be that you can have meetings with her husband
once or twice a week, as you desire.)

we have told them and will for you continue, only James
you must not keep me k... [erased.] working all the days. 1
must go away soon myself (Yes.) andrest. I have worked for
the friends. many of them are afraid at first and it is [scrawl.]

(Yes, father: I appreciate all you have done and wish you to
rest. I only asked you to look after the light if you desired. 1
will not press the matter. You do as you think best. I shall
write to the husband of the light and explain so that the light will
not be injured. Would you advise it to rest?)

I will keep on with my part of it, ves, and I will see that no
on [e] ['on’ erased.] unnecessary work is done from our side. I
mean I will not let ann [erased.] any one from here try without
the consent of the greater light.

(Good : that is just what I want.)

yes I will do so for it is best. We will watch it carefully
now. you can [hesitation in writing ‘ can.”] c.... [suddenly read

(Good ; T will let it take its own course and you can direct,
as ‘can.’] have me for your work as you think best.
with the greater light, the action of the husband. Will that do?)

I do not mean that. I can fix it all right with the lights there,
but I mean here. )

(While the light remains?) yes,

(Good; all right.)

I will help here first then rest [not clear] rest.

(Good : that's right.)

It was always my way, yes. [pause.] going (Goodbye.)
now J.

Mrs. Z.’s husband died of bronchial tuberculosis and suf-
fered torments with his throat before his death. The letter
C. probably refers to the name Cullie which she called him.
“ Harris ” is possibly a confusion for Henry Allison, a de-
ceased uncle of Mrs. Z.

Mrs. Z.’s father was a senator in the Canadian Parliament
from New Brunswick and was Speaker of the Senate. He
had a portrait, life size, which hung with a number of others
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we have tried to help her, your lady friend, yes, she is better,
but we asked her to wait and do you want her to try alone. (Yes,
please.) I came to you and was very sick. I could do nothing.
you know I had a little bird with me. it sang so sweetly that I did
not think there could be any trouble for us as I listened to him,
no, [scrawl.] wait. she will come back.

there are two little children here friend, a little boy with
golden hair, that are near you, yes, and the dark lady. I mean
the one with dark hair. she will try to speak again now. you
brought the ring I told you about, yes, do you remember it, it,
and how sick I was when I came here. do you not rember [re-
member.]

(Who s talking?)

you do not want me to tell all about ourselves do you.

(Who is talking to me?)

I will not tell my name. I am only know [n] as the lady with
dark hair. I do not want to talk of my name. I had one alright,
yes, but I do not like to tell it to everyone. I had a very pleasant
time on earth and the end came, then I suffered more than very
many. do you know how I suffered. you know too how much
you cared for me. now I was sorry to leave you and you know
that too. I cannot talk to you as clearly as I could were I in the
body again, but you can forgive me for all I did not right. will you
forgive me so that earthly troubles will not keep me back. I
want to go higher and have tried, but must be forgiven for It is
the only way to do for me and I ask you to forgive me. I will
come to you when I get away from the earth awhile. then we
can talk better, but now I must not. everything comes to trouble
me so easily. If you will just tell me you will forgive me I will
go away.

(I certainly forgive you whoever you are.) you know me,
yes. (Are you Henrietta?)

I told you I would not give my name, but was known as the
dark lady. we knew each other well as my ring will tell, yes. so
of course you must know it is me. you will know I must. I am
sorry for all I did wrong and * * * * [words superposed on pre-
vious writing.] much, could you but know to [erased.] how
[scrawlly] how I have hoped and longed to ask you to forgive me
you would know that I am more sorry than any one can tell and
now I will try to go and live nearer [J. H. H. came in.] the
greater light that I may come again to you better for having told
you about it. I h... (Do you forgive me also?) I have found
that I was alive. I forgave all without a thought for anything
but that I must * * [erased.] be forgiven. now I will keep my
promise to come when I have learned how better so to tell you
what you would. I mean my name.

[Mr. C. remarked to me in an undertone that he had not got-
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a glimpse of him as he rang the bell. When I admitted him
I did not see his face or the front of his body until I opened
the door which has a glass in it, making persons outside vis-
ible from within. It is probable that Mrs. LeM. saw the
chrysanthemum subliminally at least. She went on after
further inquiry to describe his hair and beard as iron grey
which is correct and that he was a large sized man, also cor-
‘rect.

In regard to the communicator it may be worth mention-
ing that I had written the man to whom this communicator
was related last Saturday and he probably received my letter
this morning near the time that the sitting took place. I
mention this as a matter of record and not that I can attach
any more value to it than that of a coincidence.

November 13th, 1906.
10.25 a. m. Present Mr. C. and J. H. H. ]J. H. H. ab-
sent from the room soon after beginning until near the close.

we are here, yes, and would talk to you first.

(Good, I will listen.)

we will come to ...mary [w]ants to come to you [difficulty in
reading and Mr. C. asked to sit down at a little distance.] wants
to come to you yes. she will on the morrow, James. (Good.) do
you want a friend brought [not read.] brought now then leave
us.

(Father, two things. First I intended a friend to come to-
morrow at least a part of the time. Will that be right?)

but Mary was promised to come '

(I will let Mary come.)

two Sabbaths past to come after the first one.

(Good, I accept that correction.)

and the other one what is it.

(Father, the person who came yesterday was not the right
person for the one present. Can you get one of his friends to-
day? The communications yesterday were relevant to the first
gentleman who came here, but not relevant to the person here
yesterday. Can you get a friend today?)

- T did not get her. she had been promised to come back and
tell what she could.

(Yes, and I intend that she shall have a chance in the future
sometime.)
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(Do you watch over me?)

yes I am [written ‘ ma.’] going home with you when you go.
I do Stay with you and now you will know I have tried to im-
press you with my presence so much that I did begin to feel that
y... [pencil ran off paper.] you did not think I was near you. It
[superposmg] is different here that I had suppos... [superpos-
ing.] supposed it was. I did not think I would come and ask
you about the things I had left and [superposed on ‘ about.’] and
now I find that they keep [‘h’ made first instead of ‘k’ and con-
verted into ‘k’ by turning the ‘n shaped part into an ‘r.’] the
earth his [?] [possibly intended for ‘ here.’] together likke [like]
a chain chain.

If T had to be here alone I would not want to stay. It is be-
cause I have other[s] with me you know who who I mean. I
have two little ones here to care for, yes. the largest is a boy with
golden hair and blue eyes: the girl 1s [J. H. H. came in as time
was up and past.] now [or how.]

(Yes, father. The time is up. Let me ask a question. Can

no, not yet. the lady said Good[b]y to her friend that is near
you. she is his wife. now James.

(Can we give the other light down stairs a meeting tonight?)

no, not then. (When?) Mary will give up if you so desire.
we...

(No, I would be glad if we could divide the time because I
promised the lady tomorrow. You decide it with Mary.)

and tell you then (Yes.) Mary will be all right

(Yes, I know she will.) goodby. (Goodbye.) [pause.]

we would have you tell us more about coming.

(All right.)

Shall I keep my place as guiding light to her

(Yes, father, but only as you see fit to direct it after the light
gets home. I will tell the hasband only to sit as you direct with
the aid of the greater light.)

it would be better so.

(The light goes home tomorrow.)

I know. what I wa[n]ted is, if you desired me, to continue
to guide others to her to her as I did friend H., yes.

(That’s right.)

I wanted it clear what I should do,

(Yes, that’s right.) goodby. (Goodbye.)

After Mrs. Smead became conscious she said she saw a
spirit that was dressed in white and a blue cross in front and
in connection with it the letter H.
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you must get it back with them [circles made to indicate
rings] (Rings?) yes. (Good.) she was worried because she
could (Wait a moment.) [hand superposing.] not find them.

(What was she looking for?)

the rings.

(I know them now. I shall get them.)

yes, I told her so now. I must leave as father said another
was to come. _

(Just a moment. How is your father?)

did I not tell you.

(Not this time.) we would go and help him. mother has
had to be coaxed continually to keep her from staying to [too]
long.

(All right, I understand.)

she care [s] so much for him that she can hardly leave him to
go to rest.

(You...)

I mean my mother.

(I understand. Now when this light goes home you can re-
port anything of importance when meetings are held.)

and when they are, no, if necessary. []J. H. H. stamped foot
on floor to call Mrs. B.] goodby, James. (Goodbye, Mary.) [].
H. H. left the room.] [Mrs. B. enters.]

Good morning little girlie [apparently not read rightly.] no
Little.

(What will I tell Lillie?)

no, I said little Girlie.

(Oh, you said Girlie.)

yes, and dou [do you] know Bess why I was captain Captain.

(No I don’t know,)

I wanted my brave little wife to feel she could be supported
in strong arms.

(Won't you try to give the name I called you by.)

you know it was an ordinary one, yes, common folks have it.
I will have our friend here write it the wrong way, then you can
find it out [then followed the name George written in mirror
writing backward and so spelled egroeG] yes, you can see it B
[letter ‘B’ in mirror writing.] [possibly attempt at initial of

surname.]
(I mean when I spoke to you very tenderly.) what on dou
[do you} mean. it was one of my pet names you ar... are

thinking of you must no [last three words in mirror writing.]

(Well, never mind. I won't press, you.)

that is the way I will tell you not to be living way back there
but now. we are living....

(I will not have an opportunity to talk to you in so long. Am
I wise to continue in this course?)
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the message you, I begun to tell you all about that day, but
you asked me about something and now I must wait.

(I will not interrupt again.)

we had a colored man to drive us to the cars and he was
sorry to have you go away and the cook to [too] yes was afraid
and was worried for fear she would not see you again, yes. when
I go [?] home she says she is waiting for her missus to return,
yes.

(Has Maum Mollie gone over to you?)

you know they were hapier [happier] then than they are now.
so many of them do not enjoy that freedom they wanted b...
Bessie and they were happier in [a] home like yours, yes. you
were good to them and so was mother and father and they loved
them.

(Have you seen my little brother?)

yes, we have often been together. I am going to tell you that
she does not want her Bessie to leave her again. I told her what
you asked me about and she said tell her I do not approve.

(Does she think I would be unhappy?)

what you asked me if she knew. She said what I have told
you and I will tell her you asked me about her, yes, and now
when I come to you again I will tell you that what you asked me
to tell you today, yes. Papa is agoing, yes. Goodby.

When Mrs. Smead came out of the trance she said that
she saw an old-fashioned candlestick with a candle in it, and
“also the face of a little boy. Mrs. B. asked if it was a beau-
tiful child. Mrs. Smead replied that it was a pretty child
and had light hair. Mrs. B. remarked that he had golden
hair and blue eyes.

The reference to the rings by my wife might have been an
evidential incident but for a most interesting circumstance
which would be a ground for very grave suspicion if we did
not have other and independent evidence of supernormal
power on the part of Mrs. Smead. On the night of the 11th
as the above record shows Mrs. Smead saw an apparition as
described. When she told it to me in the morning I said I
thought I knew who it was, and thought of my wife’s mother
some of whose jewelry I knew was in the trunk to which the
apparition had gone, but I said nothing more and never
whispered about it. When the communicator referred to the
rings I at once thought of the two rings of my wife’s mother
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well, James will know. (All right.)

tell him that mother H. is with th.. George much of the time.
(I will.) he will know.

(All right. Free your mind.)

we will come back. wait. (Today? Here?) yes. [Mrs.
S. became conscious, but writing continued by control.] it will
be best w... wait before the friends come again. (Yes.) and
we would like these meetings at this time as you are in the habit
of ddong [doing], yes. we may wish to bring friends and let
them try, but not always at present.

(I would like my friend Dr. Upton to come.)

we may let the friend come later. now we will send for him.
Good morning.

(I understand that we shall sit tomorrow.)

that is it.

(I shall return from S—— Thursday. Shall we sit then?)

not so, we will come on the morrow and then wait.

(Till next week any more sittings?) yes. (Is this Robert
Hyslop writing?)

H. with friend [sheet changed.] with friend Myers.

(I am glad to have you come. You are always welcome.)

yes, thanks. .

(What was the trouble with Mrs. Smead Friday and part of
Saturday?)

we will tell you on the morrow.

(All right. God be with you and with us.)

Friend, we would have friend H. know concerning the other
time we came to examine the light, R.

There are apparently points of some interest in this sitting.
As I have remarked above, my father-in-law died in Decem-
ber, and my wife purporting to communicate on January 2nd
asked when I was coming. Apparently his name was at-
tempted at this sitting. It was Geore W. Hall. It is pos-
sible that it would have been gotten rightly but for Mr.
Smead’s way of making the inquiry. I wrote to Mr. Smead,
after he sent me the original record, to know what the mean-
ing of the sitting was, pretending, as it were, that I did not
understand it. He replied it had no meaning to him: said
in fact, that “ it was all Dutch ” to him and Mrs. Smead. All
that he could do was to conjecture that it had some possible
reference to me from the presence of my name as the person
who would know. This was his only clue.

I inquired of my father-in-law’s second wife to know if
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finding that he could not communicate:—* Tell Mr. Hyslop
that the father he was wishing to hear from is all safe and
that his wife cares for him and his needs.” On February
11th apparently my father-in-law tried controlling, and had
to give it up before the sitting ended. I quote that part of it
which pertains to him.

February 11th, 1907.
10.30 a. m.

[Present Mr. and Mrs. Smead.] .

[Prayer. Dr. Hodgson’s, and Robert Hyslop’s articles on the
table. Mrs. Hyslop’s and others not used.]

(All is ready.)

Hyslop, Hodgson. Father * * is all right here. Tell James
he is with me here [?] yes. sorry he did not believe when there.
had no farther time [?] in this. you tell him James friend.

(Yes.)

Father saw considerable of your life then, James, and doubted
much, your life there.

(All right.)

we came with him to you before, yes, and there were so many
that he was weary after the journey that he said he would wait.
journey over to our side of life, james, you know.

(Yes, that is good.)

could he have believed more he would have given more to
your good work.

(Yes, I get that.)

I will go to him now. you tell him friend.

(Yes, I will. Please tell me who you are.)

mary Hyslop. [written in a scrawlly manner.] he knows it.

[Mrs. Hyslop’s article opened.] (Do you see it?)

it helps me, yes, and the little tray to [too] I know has held
me before.

(What is it that I have opened?) [pause.]

m.... [Then rectangular or square figure drawn with circles
in it.] .
[Change of Control.]

Let me try once. I can tell my son that my business was a
good one. I could furnish him with a good Suit at any time, yes.

(You are doing well.)

I could too tell a fairly go... [good] story for entertainment
of others. I used to think my mary was gone forever from me.

(Good.)

yes, but I have found her. (Yes.) my only daughter, yes.

(Please to tell me who is talking.)
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I am here now James. I am G. H.

(Yes, I know. Free your mind. How are you?)

They have [pause.] my things now to do as they please with
[not read at time.] with. It was very different when my Mary
was with me and * * mother, yes, Mary and you knew all about
it. [pause and scrawls.] yes way back in those early times [not
read correctly at time.] no you do not hear. [pause.]

could I have believed then what I know now it would have
been different, yes.

(Yes, I believe that.)

yes, yes, I could have materially helped you [materially read
‘made up.’] and will materially materially, yes. [ I read the
word materially, but signified that one instance was not read by
saying ‘ morally ’] no materially. [read.] yes, will not they do
it for me now.

(I do not know. You will have to influence them.)

itis my * * James that part of it * * money. [pencil ﬁxed.}
It should be given to your work, a part of my money. I wish
could have it now to do it over again, yes.

(Well it can’t be done now, so don’t worry.)

tell them I want it done. (Very good.) I mean the mother
and son. (Yes.) well I [read ‘will it’] well I will tell them.
(Very good.) [pause.]

It was a better change for me, James. I can [read ‘ came.’] no
can now be with my own, yes. you remember when we went
[undulating lines representing mountains were drawn.] (Yes.)
yes, and the pleasure we had. fix this. [Pencil fixed. Had
slipped up in fingers.] over on that other land where some of the
people we did not understand. the houses on the [mentally read
‘hours,’” then audibly ‘ houses.’] no, no, no. we did not under-
stand their way of speaking [not read correctly at time.] no,
their way of speaking. (Good.) [pause.]

you remember the funny little hous. .. [pencil ran off paper ]
houses yes, [pause.] on the mountams, yes. (Tell all about
them.) Mary was there too. you know about them. we could
not talk as they did (That’s right.) and I tried to [pause.]
yes, wait. (Yes, I'll wait.)

[Hand relaxed and turned over to one side, and in a moment
began to tremble again.]

yes and we had to give them so.... [erased.] souvenirs of our
money to [‘souvenirs’ read some with accent indicating it was
not all.] no souvenirs of our money for keeps, yes you know, you.
[sheet changed.] you know what I mean. (Yes, I do.) yes,
they do not do that here where we come fr... [ where " first read
correctly, then read ‘ when,’ then again “ where. '] [Hand moved

as if to erase.] yes, from. (That’s right.) [pause and scrawls.]

It cost a great deal to travel in those places, James. [Pause.



# $8 p Q. R o% $

8 R ( B 03 *
% p ( 9 (%9 ,
 ( $ 0% R
1 ( * QN , (R 0%
( (%% & * QN , 9 R %
$$ , 0% p
QN 1 9 $% * $$ R o M
(% p o% p
1 o ( (o p (
W ( < W <p ,0% p( 5 :
? R 0% p 9 ( & *
ON, R
($$ 0% p ( ( B (
( $# ( $ 9, ( oW M
< p ( $ ( $9 $9
0 ps$ $ ( ( %
$ ( op (
*$ & , "
QN , R
o p $ $$
( $$ ( $#* $ ON R
Q' & ( YR o ( 9 *
( ( 9 K . %% M
*L *
1 7 % p
(
Q R
$ 1 & * , & $
$9 oW $9< W $$p , $ o p 99, &
4( (9¢( & 9
' YR
0% p (
Q. R o% p 9 ( $
( 90 p
N,  *R o% p
( *& 9 ($% %% &
QN . 9% K & R 0% p
, & * * * ($$~k , 0 M
$8 #*&9 %% ( ( & (
% p
o * $p
(O # & 0] p * $%
( # & *

Q. Ro%;%’*po%$*po%p



Detailed Record. 709

you a person near you th... [pencil ran off sheet.] that could tell
you some things. I [?] yes, I will [‘I will’ read ‘divine’ at
time, and paper changed.]

I will tell you we have and instructed him as to what to do
asay [and say] to you, that is, things that you could, no would
help to know him,

(Good, tell them.) yes, and he will come again. (Good.)
yes, he is a pleasant person to talk and does it well. I can better
now do it. [pause.] yes. It is getting time for us to go and we
must soon [pause.]

(Yes, I shall return tomorrow.)

yes, we said it so for you.

(Good, thank you.)

yes, Hyslop, [pencil broke from heavy pressure, and I put
another in the hand.] Hall George W. yes and he has a small
George. well we must go. we could talk for ever.

(Yes, I know.)

yes, but now we have to stop [pause, and I held the hand in
mine for a few moments.] going James, yes.”

After she became conscious Mrs. Smead complained of
pain in the left eye and inability to see with either of them.
She said in response to my question whether she could re-
member anything, that at first when she sat down she saw
some mountains.

She also told me that last night she “ saw ” Winifred sit-
ting in a stately position all alone in her room writing.

George W. Hall is the name of my father-in-law who died
last December, and an apparition of him was seen three and
a half hours later in my house by my Secretary, just after I
had received the telegram announcing his death (p. 547).
He left a widow and son, a fact possibly known by Mrs
Smead. But she knew absolutely nothing about the perti-
nence of the reference to his money affairs. He always dis-
couraged me in my work and would do nothing for it tho
quite able to do so.

He took a trip with his family in Europe in 1883 before I
knew his daughter Mary, who subsequently became my wife,
but I know nothing of the incidents which are here told ap-
parently of this trip. Mrs. Smead knew that my wife studied
music in Germany, but I do not think she knew anything of
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Detasled Record. 717

I know, I know that, but would they not be willing. I mean
the mother and son. [pause.] no I suppose not. I do wish it

though.
(Well. ..)
it was a pretty home and perhaps strangers will care for it.
(Yes, I....)

I like my lawns an [read ‘on’ and erased.] around it. I wish
they would keep it and all things I had collected inside from
visits, yes, the souvenirs I mean. I had som... [some] that my
wife’s that is here with me and we alway [always] liked to go and
look at them together. we do now.

(Yes, I have some at my house of hers and yours.)

yes I know and they are given all an [erased.] around to
friends. yes, I hope you... [pencil fixed and the hand came to
my side of the paper where I held it for a few moments.] will
keep then [them] from every earth influence for a while.

(Yes, I have packed them away.)

I like to go to them and fee... [feel] that they were what we
had. yes, it helps to remember easier, James.

(Can you tell me what some of them were?)

not here now.

(All right.)

I would need to go to them first (All right.) [pause.] I
understand now the change I have seen taking place. (Good.)
[pause.] who has the pictures from the parlor.

(Son and mother.)

did not they give you one.

(No, and I would not ask.)

no, no, I know, but I wish I had told them to give you one.

(1t is all right.)

you would have liked best (Wait a moment.) [pencil writ-
ing heavy and was changed.] [pause.] one that I called [written
‘cal’ and started to write ‘e’ when the hand turned back and
made the second ‘1’ superposing it on the ‘e.’] mary’s, but
[pause.] they will soon loose [lose] their charm for me now.

(Which one. Which picture was that?) [Thinking of two
large paintings which I knew.]

If you had one I could have go... [either ‘ have’ should have
been erased or ‘ne’ has been omitted from ‘ go.’] back to much
* * [“is?’] it and recalled memories of the room it was in.
[pause.] it was a painting, James, oil one.

(Describe it if you can.)

of the lady a [When I read ‘the lady’ the hand went back
and inserted ‘a’ above the line before ‘lady.’] yes, very dear to
me

(Good so far.)

and I wish you had it.












Explanation of the Automatic Writing. 721

the separation of words entirely. They may be made dis-
continuous or intentionally so by drawing lines before be-
ginning a new word. This sometimes occurs in this form of
automatic writing. But it is impossible to eliminate the con-
necting line in such work, and so it appears to confuse the
interpretation in many instances.

Some years ago Mrs. Smead gave up the planchette and
used the pencil instead, but for a long time the writing re-
mained continuous precisely as if done by the planchette,
and it often takes this form still, especially with certain com-
municators. The tendency to separate the words seems to
have grown with the reproduction of the methods of the
work’ connected with Mrs. Piper and the apparent presence
of persons associated with it. In this instance the reader
will remark that the automatic writing began with the plan-
chette type, namely, with the continuous writing and only
gradually developed into the discontinuous. This discon-
tinuous writing was especially easy and conspicuous after I
had placed the pencil in Mrs. Smead’s hands as my father
had held it in life. The writing at once became perfectly
calm and deliberate. There was no apparent nervousness
or difficulty in connection with it, and the only difference
between it and normally controlled writing was the slow
and deliberate movement of the hand. It was more delib-
erate and self-controlled than in the Piper case.

One thing I should remark, and it is that the obliquity of
the lines across the page is exactly as it occurs in the auto-
matic writing of Mrs. Piper. This was not so often apparent
in the older days of Mrs. Smead’s work, and especially when
she used the planchette. But as soon as the mechanical
methods of the Piper writing were reproduced, this obliquity
in the lines made their appearance, and Mrs. Smead today
knows nothing about this fact. She has never seen any of the
original manuscripts of the Piper writing. There are occa-
sionally resemblances in the spelling of words and more
especially in the use of certain phrases in the two cases.
But perhaps more often the habits and idiosyncracies of the
automatic writer prevail. This will limit the resemblances
and possibly make them less conspicuous and significant.
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