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POLTERGEIST PHENOMENA AND DISSOCIATION.
By James H. Hyslop.

I give here one of the most important cases which it has
been my good fortune to discover. It comes especially in
good sequence after the Burton case of hysteria. Readers will
remember that case as representing physical phenomena, ap-
parently of an independent kind, occurring much after the
manner of Eusapia Palladino, but which proved to have been
caused, in most instances, by the young lady herself in 2
trance, this fact exempting her from the accusation of fraud.
It only needed that we find a case where similar phenomena
occurred in a normal state to suggest a wide generalization
of very considerable importance in psychic research.

The first experiment that came under my observation m
the following case was some time after it had begun its mani-
festations and not at the inception of them. My relation to
it is narrated in the first record. But its history psycho-
logically is not stated there, and that is brief.

A few years ago the family were trying some experi-
ments in the country, for table tipping, and they obtained
some interesting messages spelled out in the usunal way.
The young boy, however, was sceptical and did not believe
there was anything in it. When the family tried some ex-
periments later in their own home it soon appeared that the
boy was developing physical phenomena himiself. They first
manifested themselves in table tipping and two or three
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tables were broken to pieces by him. He became convinced
himself that the phenomena were genuine and was not dis-
illusioned until we discovered the dissociation in the case
and felt it necessary to explain to the boy just what hap-
pened, when he was so disappointed that it required much
encouraging to get him to resume experiment. He soon
developed automatic writing and finally the trance, when
there were some indications of automatic speech and clair-
voyance. In the meantime crystal gazing was tried and
proved a success. These types of phenomena are mentioned
in the detailed record.

The boy is the son of a clergyman known on both con-
tinents and has an excellent reputation. No one would sus-
pect him of devious conduct. He has all the characteristics
of a refined and model boy, and only the world would suspect
him because he is a clergyman's son. In this instance there
15 no reason to suspect or reproach the lad. He was fourteen
years of age when the phenomena began and is now a year
older than that. No record was kept of the earlier experi-
ments and only when I came on the field were any notes
made and the present record is the result of them. I have
given all the details, not because they are evidential nor be-
cause they are interesting, for they are neither, except where
there is evidence of the supernormal, but because 1 do not
wish any feature of the case to represent merely my apinion
of it. The chief interest lies in the dissociation discovered
and in the peculiar evidence of nonsense in the development
of the case. It is not always that we can get at the inception
of mediumship and even in this case we have not al} the facts.
But it was discovered in time to note the peculiarly boyish
nature of the mental action, especially in the trance state,
tho the automatic writing, done in his normal state, showed
the same impudence and lack of good manners, neither of
which are at all characteristic of the boy in his normal life.

But the important feature of the case was this. The
boy apparently produced things brought through matter.
The experiment showed how apparent this was. He was
also apparently in his normal state. There were no evi-
dences of a trance. The boy’s eyes were open, he spoke in 2
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norntal manner, moved about the house when the light was
up, or in the darkness just as the rest of us, and observed the
phenomena exactly as the rest of us did. He wrote auto-
matically and then read it, or read it at times just after hand
wrote, but always after the writing, not while it was going
on.

But now comes the important fact. The experiments
show that the boy’s hands or feet, as the emergency required,
became anasthesic and that he did things with them that he
would not normally do. He had, of course, to prepare for
the performances in some instances. In others he did not
prepare for them. There was no means of testing him in
these preparations. But in the conditions described in the
record we discovered anzsthesia of the hands and feet when
certain things were done. This showed that the boy was
unconscious of what he was doing with his hands and feet.
Fortunately for the phenomena they were done either in
the dark or when he could not see them occurring. It is
possible that, if it had been in the light, the optical action
would have inhibited the phenomena. However that may
be, the chief interest is that no phenomena occurred in the
light, except in a few instances where the boy’s eyes did not
see what was going on.

1 shall not detail here the evidence for the anasthesia, [
must leave that to readers who are interested. I shall here
only call attention to its significance.

In the case of Miss Burton we found phenomena that the
conjurer and laymen generally described as fraud. All the
superficial evidence was in favor of this view, and I had to
meet this explanation of the case wherever I went. All who
had witnessed her phenomena, except the two physicians,
Drs. Hamilton and Smyth, came away convinced that it was
ordinary fraud., But the investigations of Drs. Hamilton
and Smyth and myself showed that it was a case of hysteria
in which the action of the young lady was unconscious and
she could not be accused of fraud. The explanation of the
phenomena might be what you please, and in most of them
she was herself the agent, vet the accusation of fraud was
not legitimate. ‘The problem was one for the psvchologist,
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not the conjurer. This was the great lesson taught by that
case. Now this lesson is still more forcibly taught by the
present case. We may well acquit a subject, who is in 2
trance, of frand, when things are done that we should call
fraud if done normally. But here is the case of the young
boy who does the things in his normal state and yet is not
conscious of it! He too cannot be accused of fraud.

It is not exactly correct to say that he was in his normal
state. He was the subject of dissociation and therefore of
what we may call a partial trance. The trance extended
over the area of anzsthesia. He was normal only in that
part of the body not affected by an=sthesia, and this wasthe
main part of the body and the sense of vision and hearing.
He was to all appearances normal, and in fact was normal
in vision and hearing. No one not familiar with abnormal
psychology would have suspected any anzsthesia. But the
tests showed that it was there. The phenomenon was some-
what analogous to the partial anzsthesia of Miss Burton as
described in her case. Readers of that report will recall that
Miss Burton showed anasthesia all over the body except the
head above the larynx. Here is the same thing practically
tho not accompanied by any trance phenomena until a later
time, Miss Burton, however, was more affected by amnesia
than the boy. His consciousness was apparently not limited
by his anasthesia. He simply had no knowledge of what
was done by his arms and feet. He was apparently normal
and yet did things which he did not know, just as Miss Bur-
ton moved her hand to her face and thought some one else
was touching her face. The boy was not conscious of what
he was doing and could have been made conscious only by
having the phenomena occur in the light and under his own
vision. Now we cannot impute fraud here. There was the
dissociation of function, and the anzesthesia hid what was
going on.

The importance of this is apparent to any one. Ve have
been explaining things by the *“ naughty boy ” theory instead
of learning psychology. More than twenty-five years have
been spent in merely superficial investigation of such cases and
amateur psychic researchers or our academic men in medicine
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and psychology have been content to sneer about “ naughty
boys " instead of keeping cool heads and assuming that there
is something to be learned in abnormal psychology. The
present case puts an end to that contented indolence and
indicates that it is time to take the whole subject of psychic
research out of the hands of the conjurer and of those lay-
men who defer entirely to that point of view. This position
must be abandoned and the whole problem and phenomena
approached from the position of abnormal psychology. The
conjurer and layman must be turned out of doors. They
may be called upon for special services, but they are not the
authorities in such cases. Their methods are sure to defeat
scientific investigation, even when they can explain the phe-
nomena in the usual way. The first thing is not the expla-
nation of the facts, but what the facts are, and conjurers
are the last people in the world to discover psychological
facts. Psychic research has been too long under their do-
minion. They have usurped authority in it and have culti-
vated public opinion in that direction until no one can ven-
ture to study a case without bringing down upon his head
their ridicule for not deferring to their judgments. ‘The fact
is that they are wholly unqualified for the study of the prob-
lem, and the Burton and the present case prove this bevond
question. The importance of the two cases consists in just
that fact. Psychic research is not going to make proper
headway until that class is disregarded and the subject put
into the hands of psychologists.

This view of the problem is directly in the face of general
opinion. But I am not in the habit of paying any deference
to that when I have the means of proving it wrong. I am
sure that time will prove me correct and I know that the
student of abnormal psychology recognizes the position and
will not gainsay it. Such cases as the present are crucial
ones and perhaps are very rare. They are much more strik-
ing than trance instances, hecause they represent the situa-
tion as so paradoxical that it calls attention to the facts in a
more striking manner. We may well understand that a man
can claim unconsciousness and exemption from fraud when
the subject is in a trance. But to exempt him when he ic
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apparently normal, when the senses of sight and hearing are
intact, is to challenge opinion at a point that must abash it at
once. It throws the burden of proof upon the man who
does not know what psychopathology has proved and enables
the man who knows its methods to demand an entirely dif-
ferent method of investigation than that which usually pre-
vails, Much of the investigation has not been scientific at
all, but done in the most superficial way. Such cases as that
of Miss Burton and the present one indicate very clearly
what is necessary for such work, and Jaboratory methods are
absolutely necessary for it.

Another important lesson in the case is the attitude of
mind with which such phenomena need to be approached.
The usual method is to ridicule the phenomena and manifest
so much contempt for them that it is impossible even to find
out the existence of dissociation. This attitude of mind al-
ways assumes to dictate, prior to investigation, how the phe-
nomena should occur. It is not scientific but dogmatic.
It has none of the characteristic which Mr. Huxley said was
essential for the scientific man; namely, that he should ap-
proach a fact as a little child. It is not that he requires to
be credulous, but that he needs to be open minded and unin-
fluenced by intellectual snobbery. The superficial appear-
ance of the facts is not in their favor to minds that know all
about the universe a priori: but we have arrived at a point
where we may return the ridicule on that class and they
shall have it, thanks to the assured conclusion of such cases.
We are brought by them to see the need of patience and per-
severance where the conjurer and layman would pass by on
the other side. Such cases show beyond a doubt the place
of the subliminal in the development and manifestation of
psychic phenomena, and correct the illusions of the public
as much as they modify the expectations of even scientifie
men. We have been taught by spiritualists and conjurers
alike to expect a certain type of phenomenon, only one be-
lieves in them and the other does not. It seems that both
types of mind are wrong. The supernatural agent may be
there but the evidence for it is not what the layman sup-
poses, if there be any evidence for it at all, and whether
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there be any evidence ior the supernormal or net, the study
of the phenomena is more than worth while. The mysteries
of the subconscious require investigation as much as the more
obtrusive phenomena of normal consciousness. Indeed
pathology will prove to be the salvation of normal psy-
chology. If perchance we prove the supernormal as a by-
product and with it the existence of discarnate agents acting,
occasionally at least, on the living, the outcome will be more
than the regeneration of psychology. It will put a force into
philosophy which it has not had since Plato.

This case would be invaluable without the existence of
supernormal phenomena, but it becomes doubly so with
them. With or without them it suggests, as did the Burton
case, the existence of hysteria and dissociation in hundreds
of cases that have hitherto had to bear the stigma of fraund,
and it has been due to the stupidity or indifference of the
student of abnormal psychology that has allowed the ignor-
ant public to became saturated with as many illusions
against the subject as for it. They can be cleared away only
by having the scientific man treat it seriously instead of with
ridicule. He, of course, will not do so, owing to intellectual
snobbery, until the supernormal has been accepted. For-
tunately we are not without this accompaniment in the pres-
ent case. It is not plentiful, but it is present. Much more of
it has occurred since making these records and in the privacy
of the family circle, Unfortunately no written record of
themn was made. But my own were made at the time. The
best incident is the cross reference connected with the * pink
pajamas ” and the ‘ black necktie ”. These have been com-
mented on already in the Sowrnal (Vol. VI, p. 321). There
was an additional incident of some value. In a trance, while
writing automatically, the boy wrote “Swift River ” and then,
after repeating it, drew a mountain. somewhat the shape of
the Matterhorn,—which Chocorua is,—and wrote the name
“Chocorua ™ on it. Now Swift River rises in Chocorua and
both were near the summer home of Professor James, the
home being at the foot of Mt. Chocorua. The boy seems to
have kniown nothing of the river at least, and its relation to
the mountain, and possibly knew nothing of Prof. James’
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summer home, tho it might have been mentioned casually in
his presence without his consciously remembering it. Be-
stdes this 1 got a circle with a cross in it quite constantly in
connection with Professor James. I tried to get it completed,
supposing that it was an attempt at the Greek letter Omega,
but I never got any farther than the circle and the cross.
This, of course, was before I had made public the references
to the letter Omega through Mrs. Smead and Mrs. Cheno-
weth and before I had told a single person of the fact.*

There were occasional hints of further supernormal, but
not distinct enough to make a point of them. It was notice-
able that the subconscious of the boy was particularly acute
and alert, ready to pick up any hint you gave and to elaborate
it. The text is full of this and it was one circumstance that
evidently gave rise to the trifling often, where the boy was
subconsciously mixing fun with trifling and an effort to get

October 8th, 1912,

*I was told this evening by the father of the boy that, this summer,
the boy was writing automatically and in comrnection with the name of
Professor James the word Omega came. It struck the father as peculiar
and the boy had not seen anything that would give him previous know-
ledge of its connection with Professor James. %he father did not know
it, and when I told him the facts he was quite surprised. [ had been ex-
ceeding]y careful all last winter, when the circle and cross were being
drawn by the boy, not to indicate what [ wanted in addition. The father
told me to-night that he thought 1 wanted some additional characteristics
in the cross. 1 wished to preserve the knowledge of the sign from all
members of the family. The Proceedings went to the office of the father.
but not to the home, The father had glanced at them, but had not seen
the mention of the Omega in them, It is,therefore, more than probable
that the boy had not seen the facts, tha we may suppose that, either in a
waking trance or a normal state out of curiosity, he might have ¢xamined
the Proceedings and happened wpon the sign there, or he might have seen
allusion to it tn the saummary of the Report in the parers. the New York
Times being one that goes to the house. The possibility deprives the in-
cident of the evidential value which is desirable, but it is not probable
that he saw allusion to it

The boy also got in his writing allusion to a letter writter by Pro-
fessor James, put in a safe, taken out and then returned to the safe again.
Readers of the Pracee'dmg.s will note that Professor James made similar
allusions through Mrs, Chenoweth, but he had no zafe and there is no
evidence that he wrote such a letter and he certainly could not have put
it in any safe of his own as he had none. Whether the incident repre-
sents prior knowledge casually obtained by the boy cannot be asserted,
tho it is possible that it crept out in my own conversations with the fam-
ily. The subconscious very clearly contributes to the boy's work and
sometimes unexpected allusions may emerge in this way. But we have
uo assurance and ne evidence that this incident either had or had not such
an orkgin,
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something supernormal. It was evident that rapport was
very imperfect, while some of the boy's old dislike for the
subject still influenced the subconscious. But that is neither
here nor there in this question. The main point is that,
despite the existence of apparently deliberate trifling, there
were some supernormal phenomena which simply showed
that, whatever fraud you might insist upon, you had to admit
that some of the facts could not be so explained. The con-
jurer and layman who knows nothing about hysteria and
dissociation will resist the conception of anything but
trickery when the facts externally show the same physical
characteristics as fraud. He cannot, however, persist in this
when the information cannot so be explained, and hence the
supernormal assigns limits to the suspicion of dishonest deal-
ing. The case thus imposes a heavy obligation on the man
who knows nothing about abnormal psychology and makes
imperative that charity which all dissociation teaches for the
whole field of psychic research, In the future no case will
be adequately investigated which does not take account of
the possibilities of dissociation and hysteria. The hasty
judgment of fraud will not be allowed, any more than that of
spirits, and indeed, as remarked in a reply to a letter of Mr.
Carrington (Journal Vol. V., p. 489), where hysteria and dis-
sociation are concerned, it is as hard to prove the existence
of fraud as it is to prove that of discarnate spirits, because in
hoth you are proving the existence of a certain state of mind
apart from its usual physical accompaniments. Fraud has
no meaning except as a state of mind, the intent to deceive,
and in hysteria as in dreams you cannot use the act as an
assured proof of the intent. The subject is too likely to be
deceived himself as to the situation.

I shall not discuss here what takes place in such cases.
It will require much more investigation to assign a probable
cause in instances that do not afford any direct evidence of
foreign invasion. But when we find this foreign invasion in
the evidential incidents we are justified in suspecting that
it may often be connected with the non-evidential. Assum-
ing this, we should have an explanation of the case as a
whole. tho making large allowances for the intrusion of the

113
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phienomena. The subconscious is both the vehicle and the
obstacle to the transmission of supernormal knowledge and
we shall not understand the fact until we record its phe-
nomena as faithiully as we do miracles. The man who will
not study this aspect of the phenomena is not entitled to
serious consideration iz the problem, It is the habit of many
psychic researchers to regard subliminal intrusion as unim-
portant and to be neglected as a well understood fact. Noth-
ing is farther from. the truth. So far from being understood,
it is a mundum ignorantige and the supernormal will never be
understgod until it is seen in the light of the subconscious
medium which distorts or prevents its passage. For that
reason the record of the boy’s development is more important
than its supernormal incidents. Rarely have we been able
to catch this growth at the start. Indeed we have not as
perfect a record of the case in this respect as is desirable.
On the one hand the earliest data were not recorded, and
much in my own experiments came so rapidly that it was im-
possible to note all the facts. But what 1 obtained represents
the whole very fairly and includes much twaddle and
rambling dreamerie which will be a {uture help in studying
the educational processes in the development of mediums.
The facts which I wish most to emphasize, however, are
those in which the boy gave evidence of an abnormal condi-
tion where, superficially, he seemed to be perfectly normal.
He took part in the experiments along with the rest of us and
was really or apparently as much interested as an observer
as we were. Readers must remember that only the auto-
matic writing took place in the light. The physical phe-
nomena required darkness. This naturally aroused sus-
picion, or would arouse it with ordinary observers acquainted
with the history of these phenomena. Under these condi-
tions the boy was the same kind of a spectator as the rest of
us, He seemed to be perfectly normal and only our know-
ledge of his relation to the table tipping and the automatic
writing gave us any clue to his being any more connected
with the incidents than ourselves. He was even the center
of the “ tricks ” playved when he was himself injured or struck
by objects. He showed an apparently normal interest in
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them, In the light he was apparently quite as normal as
any of the others present, so that any suspicion of his part in
them, without assuming him to be abnormal, meant that he
was simply Mrc. Podmore’s “naughty boy”. No other
supposition but the genuineness of the phenomena could be
made from the standpoint of the layman, and only the pos-
sibility of hysteria could offer an escape from either of these
views. In other words, the boy presented all the appear-
ances of a normal person and yet the phenomena were such
as to prove that he was in some way connected with them
while apparently innocent of trickery. It was the proof of
anzsthesia that altered the whole case. This opened up the
way to explain both the apparent normality of the boy and
the physical part which he took in the phenomena without
knowing it. In this respect he was exactly like the Burton
case {Proceedings Vol. V). She exhibited zonal anasthesias,
and, as we showed, was sometimes an@sthesic all over the
bady except above the Jarynx, this condition enabling her to
be a2 normal observer and to have normal sensory action
on the face. Apparently this was the case with this boy.
I did not test him for the line which defined the limits of this
anzsthesia as I was not interested in determining that ac-
curately. It was enough to find its invasion of the hands
and legs and its absence from vision to explain the situation.
But with his eyes normal and with perfect control of the
motor system he was able to appear perfectly normal and
wherever his vision was concerned his memory was normal,
It was only in the anzsthesic area that his memory was
absent. Vision kept him adjusted to normal physical con-
ditions and we discovered the abnormal only within the area
of motor actions connected with his anasthesia. When he
went into the trance the anasthesic area became universal
and all the phenomena were expressions of mal-adjustment.
But the most striking phenomena in this connection were
those in which the boy actually prepared beforehand for the
“1ricks ” which were afterward performed without his nor-
mally knowing it. Take the incidents of the matches put
above the door, and the rhinoceros tooth. There was in-
direct evidence in other instances that this preparation was
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There were present Mrs. X. and another clergyman, rela-
tive of the gentleman who invited me, and the young daugh-
ter. There was no work of an accomplice at the time. The
only supposition that will apply is that the razor blades had
been placed there before by some one prepared for the ex-
periment which might take place, tho this was not prear-
ranged with me before my arrival. I believe Mrs. X. was out
of the room awhile, but returned and was present at the end.
No one would suspect her capable of consciously playing
tricks. '

November 21st, 1911,

I was invited yesterday afternoon to take dinner with
Dr. X. and family and after it to witness some physical phe-
nomena which had recently been occurring in the family, in
connection also with the automatic writing of the young son,
some of the latter of which I have described in the brief ac-
count of what [ witnessed yesterday afternoon.

The first thing after dinner we went into the library, closed
the door and turned out the lights, to try table tipping and
levitation. Dr. X, had provided a small bamboo table in the
afternoon for the purpose. It was to take the place of two
other more or less similar tables which had been smashed to
pieces in their own experiments. I examined the table and
found it reasonably strong, but of course breakable under
violent experiments. There were in the room Dr. and Mrs.
X., Rev. 8. and the three children of Dr. X., the boy being
about fourteen years and the other two younger. \We all sat
down about the table and held our fingers lightly on the top
of it—or all T can personally vouch for is that my own hngers
were so held, and the statements of the others were to the
same effect. Soon the table tipped and did so in response to
questions, a rapid fire of which was made by Dr. X. to have
the table lifted off the floor, and expressing a desire that it
should not be so violent as to hurt any one or break the table.
It was impossible to take notes of the questions, even if I had
not been a sharer in holding hands on the table. After it
tipped a number of times it began to attack the boy at my
right rather violently, and his mother beside him. We had
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to seize it and prevent it from doing so. This was done a
second time and I was the victim of the attack as well as the
boy, and we again prevented violence.

We then stocod up and holding our hands, or rather, fin-
gers lightly on the table, asked it to levitate. Soon it did so,
jumping up and falling down abruptly on the floor, On re-
quest this was repeated several times and two or three times
it must have risen two feet from the floor, going down with a
bang. Twice its foot fell on the feet of those at my right,
Mrs. X. being the victim once, and I think the boy once. Of
this latter 1 am not certain now, it may have been Mrs. X,
The table rose straight in the air in a manner that was im-
possible on the supposition that a foot had been placed under
one of its feet, unless we suppose 1t was simultaneously held
with a hand. Besides no one could have done it with a foot
when it rose two feet without betraying the act. It is, of
course, not necessary to suppose it done with a foot. Hand
action would be simpler and undetectable in comparison.
On that point I could secure no evidence.

There was some light in the room from a slumbering fire-
place fire, and from the street through the window curtains.
But it was not sufficient for me to see the hands on the table.
Once the table signified by tipping out the letters " Li" its
desire to have more light shut out and the dark curtain in the
window next to us had to be pulled down. I was told that
always as soon as the intended word is guessed the table will
not tip out the rest of it. I let the table slip under my finger
several times to prove that there was no unconscious muscu-
lar action on my own part. The most striking incident was
the levitation of the table about two feet from the floor. That
was certainly not done with the feet and the whole question
of its relation to the hands of any of us depends entirely upon
the honesty of the parties present and their freedom from
hysterical phenomena, meaning by this unconscious muscular
action. There were no trances connected with the phenom-
ena and all the evidence was for normal conditions of con-
sciousness, but there might have been zonal anzsthesias, as
in the Burton case. and under the circumstances this could
not be detected. Tts existence would enable hand action fo
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take place without detection on the part of the subject and
without any right to irnpeach him or her for dishonesty.

The automatic writing before these experiments had told
us that the table tipping and levitation would not be done for
more than five minutes and at the end of that period we in
vain sought to continue it. From the later statements
through the automatic writing (when I insisted that enough
had been done and that the energy must be exhausted), that
they had just begun, it is possible to conceive that the table
action would have become very violent if we had continued
it, and this without regard to any question of explanation.
My own observations have uniformly been, in both mental
and physical phenomena that, at least up to a certain point,
the manifestations increase in power from the beginning and
we may suppose on any theory here that the table tipping
was stopped to prevent a climax of this kind.

We then ceased table tipping and tried for the translation
of objects; that is, for the movement of them without con-
tact, leaving this matter wholly to the spontaneous choice of
the agents. The same parties were in the room. The doors
were closed, there being but one set of doors into the room.
A light was in the hall outside and T sat where I could see the
light shining under it and lighting the carpet some six or
eight inches. I kept close watch on this light all evening to
see that it was there. The door couid not have been opened
without admitting a bright light into the room and it was
never opened, except for some one to go out a few times for
making certain observations and fixing some things with the
hope that we should get test results. e locked a number of
things in a bureau drawer in another room and some in a
drawer in the table in the library, [ holding the key of the
latter all evening,

Some one stood near the button of the electric light, this
not being always the same person, to turn on the light when
we heard anything fall. Sometimes it was the boy, some-
times Mrs. X. and sometimes Mr. S, but always the light was
turned out when we wanted anything done, as it is claimed
that nothing can be done in the light. This may be true
enough on any theory.
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While we sat in the darkness for a few moments, perhaps
i minute, we heard something fall and when the light was
turned on we found, about six {eet from myself and the same
distance from the door, the thick glass cover of a picture and
near it the picture and its brass holder. Dr, X. said it was a
picture from his own room across the hall. The door had not
been opened. A heavy paper weight was the second, from
upstairs. It was brass and weighed perhaps a pound.

The doctor, Mr. S. and myself went out to see that some
things were locked in a bureau drawer. When we were
nearly ready to return we were called to see what had hap-
pened: a small dish had fallen off the edge of the mantel-
piece, the dish being from a room upstairs and not belonging
to this room at all, It was broken into fragments,

Doors were closed again and the lights turned out. Ina
few moments something fell, sounding like two objects. Up
went the lights and within a few feet of each other were two
pairs of scissors which belonged in another room. The next
were a nail cleaner and the boy’s knife, both from rooms up-
stairs. Then a drinking-cup struck the boy on the head and
seemed to have hurt him. Next a skate key from upstairs.
Then a dozen marbles from rooms two flights up. A pipe-
stem was thrown across the room from a table in the corner.
Then a fountain pen from the library table where we were.
A piece of cocoa cake was found under the chair on which I
sat and came from the box on the library table on which ¥
rested my paper in making my notes of the occurrences,
Two more skate keys came following each other in separate
experiments. Then came a paper cutter which could not be
found in the afternoon and which Dr. X. had wished to re-
move fearing that it might be used to the injury of some one.
It fell some ten or twelve feet from the table and near the
hoy.
In the next experiment the boy was at the light and sud-
denly exclaimed that he was cut. The light was turned up
and his right thumb was bleeding at the root of the nail and
the chair on which he was sitting was found to have a neat
slit in the leather covering. I had myself notices! varlier in
the evening that this covering was perfectly intace. | e an- "

= {
gy
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tomatic writing said the cuts were made with * an invisible
arrow . We could find nothing in the room. The cut in
the leather was a very smooth one and about two inches long.
The under covering was wholly unharmed and no search re-
vealed a cause for it or the object with which it was done,

We went out of the room for some purpose and Dr. X,
saw that his razor box was in its place in the toilet room. We
returned and in a few minutes something fell on the floor.
Turning up the lights we found this box with ten blades in it
wrapped in paper, as they came from the store. The lid had
not been removed from the box. Only about three minutes
before he had seen this box and saw that it was safe in the
toilet-room across the hall and off his own bedroon.

The next was throwing Flournoy’s recent book from the
library table against the boy’s head and tearing the picture
out of it. Then the large library scissors or shears were
thrown against and lodged on the corner of a book shelf.
These shears were the pair we tried to find earher in the
evening. The automatic writing had been asked to tell where
they were and replied that they were *in his power”, and
then in a moment said he was fooling and that he did not
know. After the act the same writing said that the paper
cutter and shears had been concealed in the register. We
had no evidence of this.

Then a large brass paper blotter was thrown from the
library table and lodged on the edge of the table in the other
corner of the room. The next was a crash of some glass and
we found the heavy glass bulb of the electric light and the
Edison incandescent light broken all to pieces and a stone like
some Indian knife on the floor. One of the children recog-
nized it as a stone the youngest child used as a plaything and
the automatic writing said it was from some distant time and
place but found by the child in the park. At any rate it was
this stone that evidently broke the glass,

Then while the boy was standing by the table drawer he
exclaimed that it was coming out toward him and he sprang
back some three feet from it and it went back to its place. 1
got up to see it. The boy was between me and the windows
through which light enough came for me to see him standing
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worth just as much as my word and that may be small or
great, as people wish to believe,

4. The absence of the mother and the girls in connection
with some of the phenomena relieves them of responsibility
and the boy remains as the person to suspect, and the father
vouches for his entire integrity. IHe was at least apparently
an entire sceptic of such things when they occurred, until au-
tomatic writing convinced him that he had to yield, unless
we assume that this was a part of a trick.

5. A large number of the 2pports were closely connected
with the boy, a number of them striking him, and we should
have to assume that he took this means of concealing his own
part in the result. '

The objections to suspecting or accusing the boy are his
perfectly apparent honesty and actions when he was struck,
tho we cannot say that they were not or could not be simu-
lated. But he would have to be exceptionally shrewd and
foresighted to break articles and to cut himself, as these were
done, just to throw suspicion off himself. His whole conduct
seemed natural and unassuming. If fraud be charged against
him, it was very clever.

But let us assume that he was perfectly honest and ex-
empt, there are possibilities in the case that we must reckon
with. The boy is mediumistic as the automatic writing
shows and it shows it in ways that an observer would easily
see, tho having to meet the objection that he was simulating.
Both contents and form make this at least apparent. Grant,
then, his honesty and exemption from suspicion. Being me-
diumistic he may have moments when he is partially an=zs-
thesic and in a waking trance, taking and concealing articles
about himself and the room and throwing them at the proper
times and places, going into these conditions and not being
aware of what he is doing, being apparently perfectly normal.
There was no opportunity for investigating this hypothesis
and it would not be an easy thing to do so. But it is the al-
ternative to the hypothesis of conscions fraud and it suggests
possible resemblances to the Burton case.
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November 29th, 1911.

I was present last night again with Dr. X.’s family, Mr. S.
not being present, and some of the experiments were re-
peated. There were present Dr. X., Mrs. X., the son, and
two daughters. The first experiment was at table tipping
and levitation, It occasionally tipped answers to questions
indicating whether we should do certain things or not. The
primary object was to get levitation and, if possible, levitation
without contact. There was sufficient light in the room for
me to see the top of the table, but as the top itself was light
in color I could not see the hands placed on it. I seldom
held my hand on it, as apparently I was a deterrent, no mat-
ter what explanation be adopted. The table was lifted sev-
eral times and even to a height of three feet. The claim was
that the hands of the persons present were held lightly on
the top of the table. There could be no assurance that the
hands of one or more of them may not unconsciously have
assumed a position necessary to do the act. But some phe-
nomena occurred that were inconsistent with any such ac-
tion, apparently. The table at times acted so violently and
with so much power that none of the children could have
normally controlled its movements. It was the same light
table we had used on the former occasion. It once struck
Dr. X. on the shin and almost disabled him. Several times
it made a dash or thrust at the boy and was prevented with
difficulty. On one of these occasions I had hold of the table
and could measure its power. It required much of my power
to prevent it from striking me once, which it tried to do.

We tried for the same phenomena in the light, a not very
bright light, but sufficient to see hands and feet, but nothing
occurred. We tried when all stood some distance from the
table, and nothing occurred. No evidence one way or the
other was found and the explanation of what occurred will
have to be conjectured from the nature of later incidents.

Before dinner T was told that the control of the boy in
automatic writing had told them that he would not do any-
thing if T were present, as I was 2 man who would give pub-
licity to the facts and that, if T succeeded in proving to people
that spirits could do all this, the power and control over spit-
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I was then directed to leave the room. I did so. While
absent the telephone receiver was removed and struck the
boy’'s head and pulled the stand to the floor. The boy sat in
a chair about three feet from it. Whether he got up in the
dark and did it, is not determinable, but he might have done
so0 and not known it himself, judging from these sudden in-
vasions of an®sthesia.

In his automatic writing I noticed that he could never

begin it at once on putting the pencil to the paper, unless
some little expectation of doing it had previously occurred to
him. Usually there was a little pause before the pencil be-
gan to move. The fact coincided with the pause and prepa-
ration which was associated with the automatic writing of
Dan in the case of Miss Burton, if he were suddenly asked to
do it, .
We then tried raps on the chair on which the boy sat.
There occurred rather loud ones and at times two different
types of them, as if conversation had been carried on between
the raps. Finally the name James was spelled out in raps,
the boy rapping until he came to the letters of the name.
Dr. X. asked Prof. James to spell out the name of the man
who had influenced both of them, and first Balzac was spelled
out, and then Goethe, both wrong, and then Fechner which was
correct. But prior to this a remark had been made that the
man was a teacher, and on the previous evening in the boy’s
presence Fechner had been mentioned as a man in whom the
father had been interested, who had been his teacher. But
the boy. who did not know the Christtan names of Fechner,
could not give them. Then I questioned the communicator,
asking first if he had ever communicated with me. Answer
afirmative. In Boston? Affirmative. Elsewhere? Af-
firmative. Near ————-? Negative. North? Negative.
West? Negative, South? Affirmative. All these replies
were correct. [ tried for the sign between us but the signifi-
cant answers were wrong.

Soon afterward the boy remarked that the chiair on which
he sat was lifted from the floor and we heasd u fall to the
floor again. Soon, however, the boy diseon =1 (hat it was
tipped and this was probably what had rwvarrest when he
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thought it lifted. Finally raps with the feet of the chair oc-
curred and then it was again apparently lifted as before. The
boy then put his feet up on the arms and the chair trembled
but could not lift. I could see both feet in the air, as suf-
ficient light came from under the door beyond him, he being
between the door and me, to enable me to see his feet in the
air, Presently I saw one of the feet on the floor, and the
chair began to lift. In the dark I stealthily crept over the
soft carpet and touched the boy’s foot. He exclaimed that
something had touched his foot. Nothing was occurring at
the time. In 2 moment he himself observed that he could
not move his foot and that it was impossible to raise it for
some seconds. It seemed to be pressing down heavily on the
floor. Then the chair began to tip again. I again got my
hand on his ankle and pinched hard. - He knew nothing about
it. The chair was tipping as I did it. I thus again had my
conjecture confirmed that rapid changes of zsthesia and
anzsthesia take place and that the boy is an=zsthesic when
phenomena occur. It is probable that all sorts of local an-
=sthesias occur, and assuming this we have an extraordina-
rily interesting case of an apparently normally conscious sub-
ject, introspectively conscious to some extent, doing things
automatically and knowing nothing about it. ‘The anzsthe-
sia invades him at suitable times and places to prepare for
events and to carry them out without his knowing either
preparation or result,

After the children, the boy included, were sent to bed,
Dr. X., Mrs. X. and I sat in the darkened room to get phe-
nomena. I did not expect anything whatever to occur.  Af-
ter some time we heard some raps, single ones but repeated
some four times. We tried to have them repeated, but they
seemed not to occur. Just as we had ceased our interest and
began conversation a loud bang, apparently on the window
pane, occurred, almost enough to break it. It was so loud as
almost to frighten us. The others were such that we had to
suppose that some casual snap of the wood might explain
them, tho there is no reason in the habits of the house for
such a thing to occur. When nothing more occurred T asked
Dr. X. to see if anything had happened with the boy who
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the boy suddenly called attention to an ink bottle resting on
top of the door by which we enter the library. It was far
above his reach and he did not and could not have put it there
while we were in the room, as it was lighted with the usual
electric light. Moreover the mother had opened the door as
we entered, being the first to enter the door. She happened
to do it gently enough to prevent the ink-well from being
thrown down,

The boy had had a headache before dinner, or at least had
complained of it and did not eat much, but left the table early
and went upstairs. It is probable that he got the ink-well
then and, using the step-ladder chair, put the ink-well on top
of the door and knew nothing about it. The evidence of his
ignorance must come from what was proved in other in-
stances,

We then resorted to automatic writing to find how the ink-
well got there. Dr. X. asked the questions.

(How did it get there?)

Aha, ha ha! Look for the Meerschaum pipe, the scissors and
the fountain pen,

(Where is the pipe?)

fUinder the sofa. [We looked for it and found it under the

sofa.

(Well, where is the fountain pen?)

Naw,

{Tell me like a good fellow.)

Qut with the light.

Light was put out and we bethought ourselves of search-
ing the boy’s pockets, so that the light was turned on and
this done. There was nothing in them except some papers,
a pencil or two, and a little jewel stone,

When the light was turned out again the boy soon found
a five-cent piece on his chair or in his hand. Dr, X. com-
plained of having lost a twenty-five-cent piece which had been
in his pocket, remarking that it was a new one. We sat again
for something to occur, and after waiting without anything
happening we resorted again to the writing,

(Did you do anything?)

th ‘t{ll
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thoroughly in the project. 1 did not care to enter our home
University, and had made no attempt to get admitted there on
certificate. I bade my mother and friends good-bye at the little
station at Nelson in the Sacramento valley, purchasing a logal
ticket to Marysville, an hour distant, where I was to get my
through ticket. [ had some of the natural pride of a young man
of a little town entering upon the distinetion (to him) of leaving
for college in the East. 1 had every reason to go with a free
heart and great readiness, pride, ambition, long purpose, prepara-
tion, ease of entrance, desire of an Eastern college training—
in a word, the consummation of several years of planning and
working and determining. I mention these to show that I en-
tered upon my journey with more than the usual determination
of one about to set out.  Yet within one hour 1 had changed my
life plan entirely, given up a cherished ambition, accepted a bitter
disappointment, wounded a youth’s pride, and set myself the
task of the entire series of college entrance examinations of my
home University, and this all from some power of motive work-
ing withint me that I was entirely unable to account for,

As | bade my mother * good-bye " it seemed to me that some-
thing from her eye gave me some hidden warning. What it was
I did not know. [ did not think about it. I sat down in the
car. Then began some internal struggle. [ was wrought upon
as if by some influence. Something impressed me that I must
not go East, | must stay near my mother, as if, should I go, !
would not see her again. My reason replied each time that it ail
was nonsense, for six years I had been going away from her every
year, four years at school and two years teaching in distant
parts of California and in a remote part of Nevada. Then |
would suffer as if in some internal contortion, actualiy suffer.
Then T would go over the whole ground, all the reasons for go-
ing on East, and not one for turning back, while the humiliatior

. at the thought of turning back was a very strong reason for not
listening. My reason would prove the case to go on, then |
would suffer the internal struggle again and knew by some con-
viction that I must not go on. When T reached Marysville after
one hour of struggle and suffering, I knew T could not go Fast.
I waited the few minutes the train stopped for breakfast, then
walked up to the office window, sent a telegram to my mather
I had changed and would go to the University of California. |
went then to Berkeley, made arrangement to take the examina:
tions for entrance later and returned the same wnight to my
mother’s home in Nelson. [ was physically ill all that day at
the disappointment which seemed like breaking up my life. 1
was humiliated and depressed in returning without reason after
setting out so boldly for the East. I could not explain to myseli
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or to any one why I did it. I could only say “ It was the lock in
my mother’s eyes.”

In September I entered the University of Califormia. In No-
vember my mother’s husband, my stepfather, died, and my
mother was taken desperately ill with typhoid {ever. When I
reached her the physician said there was but little hope for her,
| remained and personally nursed her case. She recovered. I
now think, as [ did then, she would not have recovered under
the circumstances had 1 not been there to give the case the at-
tention I did. The physician agreed with me. 1 remained out
of college until the following year.

It was not until some months later that one day it all came
over me, that | was held from going East that I might save my
mother's life. 1 had never Been able to understand how I had
acted against every reason and desire. Then as I looked back
upon the struggle I had had, I realized that there was some in-
firence, as I put it to myself, that worked in me to overcome me
and change my plans. It was not in any way homesickness, [
had been away for six years, except for brief vacations at Christ-
mas, and for two years of the six had been out as principal and
teacher leading an independent life. 1 had been home but three
weeks when I left to go 10 Cornell. Those are the facts. I give
thern to you for whatever value they may have,

GEORGE H. BOKE.

A CASE OF SYMBOLISM.

Chicago, 111, Dec. 20, 1907,
J. H. Hyslop, Sec,
Am. Saciety for Psychic Research, N. Y.
Dear Sir,—

The following incident I have always regarded as a case of
symbolism and as it is unrecorded 1 will try and report the in-
cident as faithfully as the extended lapse of time will permit;
although the incident is apparently as fresh in memory as if it
occurred only a few days ago,

From 1883 to 1886 1 was employed in a country printing office
in the town of Meyersdale, Pa. From time to time there worked
in our office setting type a so-called “tramp” printer named
James Longwell and the incident relates to him.

“Jim ", as he was familiarly known, was a type of humanity
that the country printer frequently came in contact with in those
days and had a regular route extending from Pittsburgh to Cum-
berland. He apparently liked our town and office best and kept
us informed of his whereabouts by sending country papers from
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where he worked. Whenever we had any need of help a postal
card brought Jim in on the usual train for him, which was the
freight,

Jim was a well educated, quite refined, gentlemanly man
formerly a soldier in the civil war and liked to tell war stories.
He was well dressed and could write an editorial as well as the
majority of editors and kept in close contact with the political
activities of his time. He confided to me that he inherited some
money with a sister living near or in Harrisburg. He took his
share and it went in an oil speculation during the oil boom in
western Pennsylvania. He was hard working and saving and his
constant ambition was to make some money and dress well and
then go home to visit his sister, in of near Harrisburg, Pa.

The one habit that always kept him down, however, like most
of the genius of his kind at that time, was drink. If he got
started there was no let up to it until every cent was spent and
then he would start to work again just as industriously as ever
and work and economize,

About the beginning of August 1885 Jim worked in our office.
I think it was on August 6 that he rélated a dream he had during
the night about a team in which there was a horse and large
white mule hitched together and for some reason this white mule
left a strong impression on his mind. We had some four or five
lady compositors setting type in the office at the time and when
he related the dream these girls began to tell him that dreaming
about a white mule was a sign of death. Perhaps this impressed
him more than ever for as he was working away quietly at the
desk he would frequently look np with a sigh and say. “1 can't
forget that dream. I can’t get that mule off my mind.” O
course the girls would tease him each time, little thinking per-
haps, that many a jest spoken has turned out to be the troth.
Among two of the girls who teased him I well remember Miss
Emma Weber and Miss Annie Miller, the latter also deceased
now.

A day or so after this incident Jim was lying down in the
evening under an appie tree in the lot back of the printing office
and as the season was wet and the ground quite damp T requested
him to get off the ground and be seated on the rear porch to the
building, stating that he was liable to catch cold. He never tiked
me to boss him but he got up finally and sat on the porch. A
day or so after he had a severe cold and he was through with the
work on which he was engaged and he got his pay. 1 think he
bought some cough medicine and as this did not seem to him any
pgood he started to take the old-fashioned remedy of “ whiskey
and rock candy " and of course this started him on a drinking
spell. He went away to a town in which there was a distillery,
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which was located only a short distance from Meyersdate, and
was away one or two days when he greeted me early in the
morning and asked me for a dime. His money was gone and he
was in the state that men usuvally are after a severe debauch,
His cold was not any better. He left our place (I think it was
Monday morning) and we heard that he had worked a day or
two at Rockwood, Pa,, a town about twelve miles west of Meyers-
dale and that he had a severe cold at that time. Two weeks [rom
the day that he had the dream we received a telegram from the
editor of the Scottdale, Pa. paper (I think it was the " Indepen-
dent ") saying, " Jim found dead in the office. Where can we
find his reiatives?"”

I wrote in return, as the letter reached there in about an hour,
and said to give him a decent burial. [ was informed that he
was buried by the G. A. R. He was found dead in the printing
office evidently from pneumonia set in from the severe cold which
no doubt he aggravated with his debauch and, as he slept on the
floor of the printing office, he was found dead in the morning.
Thus his apparent premonition which he had a day or two before
he caught the cold, was directly brought about after his dream.
I enclose a letter from the undertaker who buried him,

DANIEL 8. HAGER, M. D.
181 N. Madison 5t., Chicago, IIL

On inquiry of Miss Weber by Dr. Hager she writes that
she could not remember the incident. The undertaker writes
as follows:

Scottdale, Fa., Dec. 17th, 1907,
Dr. Danief §, Hager, M, D,,
Chicago, It
Dear Sir,—

Yours of the 14th received and contents noted. James Long-
well died August 20th, 1885, and was buried by me,

Said James Longwell came here as a * tramp ™ editor and as
near as | can recoiflect was here but a few days prior to his death.
He was an entire stranger known to no one and his age I would
suppose to be between 30 and 35 years. He was buried in the
Stoneville cemetery.  As he was a stranger it is a difficult matter
to look up. I will try and find out the party who was running the
paper at that time and if I can find any additional information
will let you know fater.

Yours respt.,
S. D. AULTMAN,

D H
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CORRESPONDENCE.
A PROBLEM IN PSYCHOLOGY.

Mr. Editor.

Belief in the survival of the human spirit after bodily death
is usually based either on theological teachings or on the evi-
dence of manifestations professedly of spirit origin. Strong asis
the latter line of evidence and essential as it may be to any
scientific probing of the probiem, it does not necessarily stand
alone, It is possible to throw some light upon this problem from
another point of view. It is safe to assume that if there is a
spirit to survive the body, this spirit must be in some way resi-
dent in the body during life. Belief in such a spirit—or soul, as it
is termed—is wide spread, but the ideas concerning it, as or-
dinarily entertained, are very indefinite. Even as held by spirit-
ualists they are little more definite, though they have attained
some degree of coherence. The soul is looked upon as an or-
ganism enfolding the body which it inhabits, though of far
finer material, being regarded as made up of the ether which
cccupies space and infiltrates atl matter. This is as far as theory
has gone. Yet if such an organism really exists we can certainly
go farther. Such an organic structure, one should suppose, must
be in some way open to scientific inquiry. Fortunately there is
one method, by a process of negation, which will aid us in gain-
ing some more or less definite conception concerning it,

Students of psychology, or that section of them wheo hold
materialistic views, have long had before them a phenomenon de-
manding earnest attention. If the body, as they maintain, is ali
with which we have to deal, with the brain for its center of ac-
tivity and conscicusness, certain pertinent questions anse
Where within this mortal frame has the soul its abiding place®
How is it constituted? In what way shall we locate mental force
among the physical forces? What relation do the intellectual
bear to the material apencies of existence? Psychologists have
endeavored to answer these queries, but cannot be claimed to
have succeeded in the effort. ‘Their solutions consist in a senies
of hypotheses which are greatly the reverse of satisfactory. A
review of these hypotheses will make this apparent.

In fact, when we seek to place mental activity among the
physical conditions native to the brain we find ourselves facing
a problem of extreme difficulty. ‘That the organs of sense and
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the nerve centers are leading agents in the development of the
mind goes without question. The mind, in its maturity, is very
largely a product of sensations received from the external world,
and the brain is the reservoir into which these flow. And it is
equally evident that the brain is the organ of mental control of
the body. But all this simply makes it a functional mechanism,
and the view that it is the sole and final abiding place of the
mental activities is a concept which psychologists have so far
failed to demonstrate. Much has been written on this topic and
many views expressed, but the mystery remains unsolved.

or the first of the brain-mind theorists we must go back to
Cabanis, a French philosopher who, more than a century ago, of-
fered the exceedingly crude suggestion that the brain serves the
purpose of a pland and secretes thought as the liver secretes bile.
Later psychologists have been less primitive in their hypotheses,
but little more satisfactory., One series of views is represented
by that of Wundt, 2 German thinker, who argues that sensations
and recollections are not substances but functions, that nerve
activity instigates consciousness, and these, as they die away,
leave behind them a modification of the nerve structure, which
becomes permanent with exercise. To this there is no special
objection, except in so far as the substance modified is concerned.
Other psychologists seek to point out definitely in what way the
nerve substance is affected. Thus Ziiken suggests that each sen-
sation deposits its image in one of the ganglion cells, from which
it is reproduced by recollection. This makes the brain a sort of
mental cabinet, each cell of which is the dwelling place of a sen-
sory image or a thought, ‘The ideas are neatly packed away each
in its separate niche,

Psychologists have advanced beyond the crudeness of this
conception, and in view of the fact that sensations flow inward
to the brain in the form of vibrations, they are inclined to main-
tain that these vibrations continue these permanently, as affec-
tions of the fine fibrils, of the cerebral nervous system. This con-
ception is thus defined by Frank Podmore: “ In current theory it
is assumed that there are changes in brain substance correlative
with physical events, and that these changes, in their uftimate
analysis, are of the nature of vibrations.” Maudsley compares
them to " the compounds, and compounds of compounds, of vi-
brations in music.”

Unfortunately for these theories, they are out of touch with
our knowledge of vibratory activities. No such vibration counld
remain permanent if any source of riction existed, and to escape
friction they would need to persist in 2 vacuum. Again, in the
vast multiplicity of sensations. each fibril would, in al! probability,
be affected by a series of differing vibrations, and these would



466 Jonrnal of the American Society, for Psychical Research,

very likely modify and change the character of one another, Nor
is it easy to see how such vibrations could be kept localizd, since
there must be varied interconnections between the fibrils. In
cases where the mental agencies instigate muscular action, the
vibratory force concerned must escape over the motor nerve fibres
in this duty, and would be weakened or dissipated in conse-
quence. Yet in fact, such activity appears to strengthen instezd
of weakening its source.

Many psychologists have perceived the lack of cogency in
such views, some of them frankly acknowledging ignorance
others seeking to take refuge in vague philosophical conceptions.
Among the latter is Bain's “ Theory of Aspects.” In this he
suggests: “ The one substance with two sets of properties (the
physical and the mental). A double-faced unity would secem to
comply with all the exigencies of the case.” WVery true, if the
possibility of such a condition could be imagined” It reminds
us of the famous shield with its opposite sides of silver and gold
which set the two knights, who had seen the opposite sides only,
into mortali combat as to its true compositton. Somewhat
similar views to that of Bain are held by Lewes, Spencer, and
others, but their lack of significance has been clearly pointed out
by Morton Prince, who remarks: “ To say that consciousness is
the subjective side of matter is equivalent to saying that con-
sciousness is the conscious side of matter, which is no explana-
tion. And similarly to say that nerve motion is the objective
side of the same matter is simply to say that nerve motions are
objective phenomena, which is what we knew before”

Tyndall, who gave much thought to this subject, and was
famihar with all the theories offered, failed to find anything ap-
proaching a solution in any of them, and decided that the subject
transcended explanation, His explanation is: “ We can have the
development of a nervous system and correlate with 1t the
parallel phenomena of sensation and thought. But we try to
soar in a vacuum the moment we seek to trace the connection
between them.”

It would appear, indeed, that the effort to find a2 seat for the
mind in the brain substance has proved a decided failure. Much
thought has been given to it, but evidently in vain. But this is
not the last word on the subject. Some of the psychologic clan
have gone further and admit the possibility that back of the
physical substance of the brain lies a second substance, the
ether, which may furnish a refuge for the mind seekers. Of
coitrse, this idea carries with it the parallel one of organization
of the ether, but this also is well within the range of conception
Many recent thinkers are inclined to adopt this view, not only
spirituatists, but some among ordinary psychologists. Tt carties
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with it the acceptance of the idea of the soul as an internal
habitant of the body. A survival of one of the earliest of
philosophical conceptions. But this soul idea remains stitl
shrouded in its old philosophic mist and has taken up Ilittle of
the definiteness of scientific formulation. Some consideration
of it from the latter point of view is here desirable.

It is a matter of common acceptance that the ether, which
is held to occupy the vast open fields of space, also infiltrates all
material bodies, forming indeed an essential part of the make up
of the spheres. It penetrates the human body, and insinuates
itself into every cell, molecule and atom. In fact, recent science
tells us that the atom centains far more ether than matter, And
while dwelling in matter the ether may take on the conditions of
the substance with which it is in such intimate contact and de-
velop an organization resembling that of the organs of the body
it inhabits.

Aside {rom ether, we have other forms of refined matter to
deal with. Atoms are now known to be made up of electrons,
particles of substance of extreme minuteness, and these are given
off with much facility by some elements, possibly with some de-
gree of facility by all. It is probable that there are alsc other
fine atom constituents, representing positive electricity as the
electron represents negative. In these we have fresh and promis-
ing material, approaching the ether in its fineness, to deal with,
and are justified in the belief that such materizl may be given
off by the organic material of the body as it is by radium and
other known radio-active substances. It is quite within the
limits of justifiable conception also to hold that it is affected by
and may take on the conditions of the matter from which it
emanates and thus be capable of developing into similar or-
ganisms of finer constitution.

Certainly in these discoveries of modern science and within
the limit of rational deduction from them, one passes the founda-
tion of a new and significant comprehension of the soul organiza-
tion, as a doubie of the body, arising within us, being influenced
and developed by every change taking place in body and brain,
and resembling in all particulars the body to which it owes its
formation.

Al this, it must be admitted, is purely hypothetical, but not
more 8o than the deductions of psychology above pgiven, and it
12 not safe to decide hastily that it has no warrant. If the spirit-
istic phenomena are in any just sense evidence of a spirit survival
after physical death, or if the teachings of theology he true there
must be something within us capable of such survival. and this
may well he some such organism as that here predicated. And
this is not our whole line of evidence. The failure of psychology
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to show the possibility of a location of the mind in the physical
brain leads us to turn to this conceivable soul organism as a
possible refuge. If there be 2 soul brain in intimate association
with the body brain, may not this be the final recipient of the
sensory influences and the true seat of the mind? In such a case
most or all of the difficulties above pointed out would disappear.
The brain would no longer be called upon to do double duty,
but would be confined to the status of an organ of the mind, its
working apparatus in the relations between the indwelling in-
tellect and the outer world, and also the agent employed in en-
abling the mind to control the body. Just how the mental con-
ditions would find a basis of permanent activity in this supposahle
inner brain is not easy to imagine, in view of our ignorance of its
innate conditions, but it may readily be shown that the posses-
sion of such an inner seat of the mental functions would fit in
well with certain mysterious psychic phenomena. -

For instance, the soul brain might be regarded as capable of
temporary disruption from the body brain. If so, we conld
readily comprehend the nature of a remarkable mental malady
which is beyond wmprehensnon under the existing theories.
There is the loss of the mind’s total store of memory due to ac-
cidents affecting the cerebrum at times, possibly for years, and
which may end in a complete restoration of the vanished mem-
ories. A more or less thorough break in continuity between the
two brains, arising from shock or other cause, would account for
this, while later accretions to the soul brain might form a ground-
work for new memory installation ; the partial break of continuity
being finally overcome.

This, and other peculiarities of mental disturbance, forms too
large a subject to be properly dealt with in the briel manner here
requisite. Al we propose in this review is to suggest how
such a psychic double might arise and function within the bodsy,
how it could retain its mental stores intact during continued
partial disruption from the physical brain, and how, on the same
principle, it might be fAtted to withstand Anal and complete dis-
ruption from the body, surviving it with all its mental stores.
and leaving the lifeless frame to return to the earth from which
it came. The hypothesis here offered seems well within the
limits of credibilitv, especially as it offers a channel of escape
from the difficult situation in which psychology has so Tong been
involved, and is in close accordance with the varied facts that go
far to demonstrate that the survival of mental personality is a
fact, not a delusion.

CHARLES MORRIS.
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES.*
By Mrs. Mary Wilkins,

I fear the title, not chosen by me, of this paper is rather
misieading, as the experiences related therein are not my
own, but those of {riends and relatives, collected by me during
the past eight years. I am quite satisfied as to the veracity
and bona fides of all those who told me their experiences.
and | have taken great pains to relate them with the strict
accuracy required by a scientific body, such as the Society

* The incidents in this paper are from a lady who is 2 member of
the English Society for Psychical Research, a member of the Dublin
Section of the same Society and also of the American Society. The
paper was read before the Dublin Section. The incidents must tell their
awn story to readers. They have much value as representing a group
of experiencesa among friends and relatives, and no doubt are more or
less an index of much that goes on and is not reported. Their collective
importance 8 considerable. We may find fault with each incident or a
particular feature of an incident, but the same objection does not apply
lo the whole collection and they all repeat the characteristica and co-
incidences which have made such phenomena 2 puzzle to sensible men,
tho not producing any impression on those who would be struck with a
coincidence of no weight provided it had no suggestions of superpormal
knowledge about it.

To illustrate my point, take “ Case 11"”. We might say that Mr.
Moore's experience was simply a nightmare or hypnogogic illusion and
thus be content to throw it off with contempt. We have a right to test
it by such a supposition, but there are two points which might easily be
jorgotten by hasty rejection. First, another person reports a similar
experience simultaneously. Second, the supposed " hypnogogic illu-
sion” involves two senses, touch and sight, to say nothing of the fact
that the informant was evidently able to distinguish it from an ordinary
dream. Now we have still to prove that hypnogogic illusions affect two
senses at the same time. It is, of course, quite possible, but it is wot
he assumed a prieri merely for the sake of getting rid of a disngreeable
suggestion made by the facts. Moreover, no suggested theary is nficred
by the parrator and any one is free ta have his own theory, but he must
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for Psychical Research claims to be. I wrote the narratives,
having in most cases heard them more than once and then |
usually sent them to my iriends for correction and annotation.
In some cases I took notes as I listened to the story and
wrote them out as soon as possible afterwards. In other
cases the percipients have written their own accounts which
are here included or copied.
In all cases, even if, as the Minstrel of old,
*I cannot tell how the truth may be,
1 say the tale as 'twas said to me"™.
I may add that all the narrators are still living except one of
the two sisters.

Case I

In the course of a talk on psychical subjects, a friend
whom I call Miss Z. related to me the following experiences
of her own.

In September 1885, she was visiting some friends who
resided in an old country mansion in the south of Ireland

not show bias in adopting it. There is too much haste on the part oi
critics against spirits to condemn the hypothesis on the assumotion tha
the facts are to be intcrpreted at their superficial value, For all that we
know they actually produce " hypnogogic illusions ™ and all sorts of hal-
lucinations of the kind. The interesf in such phenomena and their co-
incidences does not stop with the hypothesis that they are merely ha!-
lecinations. 1t begins at that point and only a fool would throw them
aside on the ground that their explanation by spirits would be absurd
We have no preooi that spirits are concerned in them and any man who
assumes that point of view without an examination of absurd natural
theories i5 not qualified to investigate them. When we have made 2
larger census of such facts and have been put into a position to experi-
ment in ways necessary 1o learn more about such experiences, we may
be v a poﬂmon to know samething ubout them.

There is no doubt to my mind that reports of such experiences may
be affected by inferences as to the nature of the noises that are made of
of the phantasms that are seen. A noise may be compared to walking
on the stairway, when possibly the first suspicion or suggestion of the
mind so colors our judgments as to the facts that we may describe them
with a large pinch of the imagination in the accaunt.  But this would not
hold true of a large census of such phenomena, and if we could inter-
rogate the reporters of them on these points we should probably find ie
many instances that the descriptian is not exaggerated. It remains for
the future to clear all such points. Tn the meantime, the collective in-
fluence of large numbers of such phenomena does much to qualify the
suspicion of illusion; and when the experience itself is corroborated by
more than one witness, the phenomena obtain a scientific importance all
the grester on the hypothesis of illusion or hallucination.—Editor.
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One night she stayed late in the bedroom of one of the
daughters of the house and left it between 12 and 1 o'clock
to return to her own room, to reach which she had to pass
through a long passage ending in a square lobby, to the left
of which was the staircase. The light of a lamp shone down
the passage from the room she had left through the open
door. As she went along the passage, she noticed the igure
of a2 woman with very long hair floating over her shoulders
and carrying a lighted candle, moving on before her, At first
she thought it must be one of the servants, but as there was
something shadowy about the figure, which seemed to glide
rather than walk, she realized that it was not a human being.
She stopped and watched it going along till it disappeared at
the head of the staircase. She had never heard of any story
of haunting connected with the house and had not felt at all
nervous about passing to her room that night. Though
startled by the incident, she mentioned it to no one in the
house, thinking it would be set down to a vivid imagination.
On her return home to Dublin, she told her sister but they
kept the matter to themselves.

In March, 1888, Miss Z.'s family was visited by her girl
friend from the mansion, and the conversation of the as-
sembled party having somehow turned on apparitions, this
lady announced that there was a family ghost at the man-
sion, about which Miss Z. had not been informed during her
visit lest she should be made nervous. Miss Z. then asked
her to describe the alleged ghost, and she replied that it was
a female figure with very long hair which was seen going
about the mansion at night carrying a light. This descrin-
tion agreed exactly with the appearance seen by Miss Z.
who then made known her experience. Miss Z, never heard
definitely of the ghost having been seen by anyone else; the
family only looked on it as a story told of the house and they
did not like it talked about, T believe.

Confirmation of Case I.
Miss Z.'s sister, now deceased, gave me written confirma-
tion of her sister’s having related to her the account of her
having seen the apparition.
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This confirmation and the original account are in the
hands of the Society for Psychical Research in London since
1803. My account is a copy of the original one, which T sent
to Miss Alice Johnson, Secretary S, P. R,

In 1878, Miss Z. had an earlier experience. She was
spending the evening of October 31st at a friend’s house
where a party of young people were amusing themselves
celebrating Hallowe’en with the usual tricks and charms
One of these was, that each person should go alone into a
room, and on looking into a mirror, was supposed to see
therein the face of his or her future spouse. Miss 7. wen!
in her turn, Jooked in the mirror and did see a face, hut it
was the face of a woman, very white and long, and with long
curls on each side, such as ladies used to wear in early and
mid-Victorian times. Miss Z. supposes that she fainted. as
she knew nothing more, till she found herself lying down
surrounded by her anxious friends, to whom, however, she
did not describe her vision. The room was small and no
one she says could have been in it without being seen by her.
In July, 1879, she was in the same house and in looking over
some old family photographs, she came upon one, in which
she recognized the very same face which she had seen in the
mirror. Greatly struck by the coincidence, she asked whom
the photo represented and was told that it was a relative
of the family who had died in the room in which Miss Z. had
seen the face in the mirror. She had not, I believe, seen this
photo before.

Miss Z. used to be quite mediumistic and took part i
small private séances, at which raps were heard and tables
moved and rose from the floor. She told me of an incon-
prehensible message the table spelt out one stormy night*
“'The voices of the dving are on the wind . The next day
the news of the Tay Bridge railway disaster, which occurred
that very night, was published.

Miss Z. also told me the following experiences. Herlaw
mother, when visiting her brother, who lives in an old house
in Bantry. once saw the figure of an old woman dressed it
old-fashioned stvle in a lobhy in that house; the figure dis-
appeared at the door of a room and she could find no ont
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People sleeping in that room have had curious experiences
after going to bed. When the light was out, a sound of drop-
ning water used to be heard, which would stop whenever a
light was struck. One lady, at least, also felt, when the light
was out as if a hand was patting the bed-clothes, but light
also always stopped the patting.

Case 1L,

The following account of a strange incident which took
place over 60 years ago was given to me by Mr. A. L. B.
Moore of Dublin, as told to him by his late father, Mr. W\
Moore.

Mr. W. Moore, in his young days, was well acquainted
with a most respectable, trustworthy man, named King, who
was in after years station master at Sutton, Co. Dublin. Mr.
King had been Head-constable of the police at Swords. Mr.
King told Mr. Moore that he returned to the barracks one
evening at dusk, and feeling tired, he went up-stairs and lay
tdown on his bed to rest. He shortly afterwards heard
most distinctly a horse gallop up and stop at the barracks and
then heard some one deliberately walk with a very heavy
tread up the stairs, apparently booted and spurred. and enter
his room. As the room was rather dark, he could not define
the form, but whatever the being was, it came straight to his
bed and lay down heavily across it and on Mr. King and
though he saw nothing, he felt a great weight and was so
paralysed that he was powerless to move or shout. After a
short time the being rose and left the room, tramping heavily
as before down-stairs and the sound of the horse galloping
away was then heard. When Mr. King was able to rise, he
asked the constable in charge in the room below, if he had
heard some one go up-stairs and he replied that he had and
on being further asked why he had not come up to see who
it was, said that it was impossible, as he felt quite powerless
to move from his seat. He distinctly heard the horse gallop
up and finally gallop off again, but when able to look could
see no trace of horse or rider. The fact that this constable
also heard the sound of a horse galloping and the heavy
tramp up and down-stairs proves that the experience of Mr.
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King was not a dream or mere imagination. Mr. King could
not explain the incident, but he was quite certain that his
visitant was not a living human being.

The old Courthouse was adjacent to the barracks and it
is said that the constables used to hear strange and unac-
countable noises going on inside the building though no one
was there. It seemed as if furniture were being thrown
about and hence it was reputed to be haunted.

Mr. A. Moore asserts that his father had implicit conb-
dence in the veracity of Mr. King and considered him a staid
and sensible man, most unlikely to imagine, exaggerate or
concoct the story of this remarkable experience.

Case III.

The following experiences of my great-uncle, the Rey.
Wm, Maclean, Rector of Tynan Abbey, Co. Armagh. were
related to me for the second time by his daughters, Misses
I.. and A. Maclean, on March 1st, 1906, and were written
down by me on March 5th, 1906.

Mr. Maclean had a parishioner, a Mr. McMaster, who was
responsible for some work in the parish, I believe road re-
pairs. As it was not satisfactorily carried out, Mr. Macleas
was obliged to make an adverse report, which so offended
McMaster, that he gave up attending the Church services,
Later on, however, McMaster met the rector at a railway
station and warmly grasped his hand as a sign of reconcili-
ation. Afterwards McMaster hecame very ill and was con-
stantly visited by Mr. Maclean. On the morning of the day
after one of his visits the Rector told his daughters that he
had seen McMaster in the night standing at the foot of his
hed. They said he must have been dreaming or thinking
much of him but he steadily maintained that he had seen
him. ‘The news came that morning, that McMaster had died
in the night and that he had talked a great deal of Mr. Mac
lean up to his death.

Earlier in his life, Mr. Maclean had a brother in Jamaica
One day (in Ireland) he saw his brother going up-stairs be-
fore him, but could not find him afterwards and knew he was
in Jamaica. News took a long time then to travel, hut the
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family afterwards Jearned that the brother had died about the
time that his apparition had been seen by Mr. Maclean.

On the last day of his life, Mr. Maclean was sitting in
his chair at the window, gazing at the sky and said to his
daughters words such as the following: * Oh darlings, if
if you could only see the beautiful things that I can see!
But vou cannot.”

The Misses Maclean also told me the following: A Mr,
Stewart died suddenly at his office and 2 gentleman went to
his house to break the news to his wife. The servant, on
opening the door, told him that Mrs. Stewart was out, but
that he could see Mr. Stewart, as she had just seen him com-
ing into the house and going up-stairs, and that she was
therefore getting ready his tea for him. At the time. how-
ever, he was lying dead in his office,

Case IV.

A lady related the following strange experiences of her-
self and family. 1 went to her house last summer to hear
them a second time and took notes of them then. I also saw
her father, who confirmed her statements. Though he is
very sceptical about the supernatural, he admits that he
cannot explain the occurrences,

Near a sea-coast town (name known to me) in the south
of Ireland, a group of small cottages was built by an old
lady, in one of which she lived, and the rest were inhahited
by her nephews and nieces, one person in each cottage.
These relatives of hers all died of consumption and their cot-
tages fell inta ruins and were reputed to be haunted. it is
alleged. Last of all the old lady died too. The ruined cot-
tages, all except hers, were pulled down by a farmer on whose
land they stood, and on their site, he built a large house,
hoping to set [let] it to summer visitors. It was, however,
taken for three years by the narrator’s father for his family,
consisting of himself, his wife, 3 daughters, 2 young sons and
a servant. [t should be noted that the house had very hare
surroundings; there were no trees or out-houses, where
people could be concealed. Soon after the family came to the
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house, they began to hear raps all over it, on doors, windows
and walls; these raps varied in nature, sometimes being like
a sledge-hammer, loud and dying away, and sometimes quick
and sharp, 2 or 3 or 5 in succession, and all heard them.
One night the mother was awake attending to the youngest
child, when about 4 a. m. she heard very loud knocking at
the bedroom door; thinking it was the servant wanting tu
go to early Mass, she said “ Come in", but the kmockng
continued tili the father was awakened by it; he got up.
searched the whole house, but could find no one. The ser-
vant’'s door was slightly open and he saw that she was sound
asleep. That morning a telegram came announcing the
death of a beloved uncle, just about the hour of the knocking
Previously, I believe, to this, the mother was standing in the
kitchen, when a loud explosion teok place beside her, stan-
ling her much, but nothing to cause it could be found. nor
were traces left: it was found afterwards to coincide with
the death of an Aunt, wife of the uncle who died later.

One night, the mother went to her bedroom; the blind
was drawn and the shutters closed: suddenly a great crash
came against the window. as if a branch were thrown at it
and there was a sound of broken glass. The shutters were
then opened with the expectation of finding the window
smashed. but there was not even a crack in it. The mother
moved from that room, thinking it was haunted. She en-
tered it next by day at 1 o'clock and the same crash took
place. heard by all in the house: she went in again at 10a. m
on another day and it happened for the third time, after which
she refused to enter that room again.

One night after 11 p. m. the servant was washing up in
the kitchen, when heavy footsteps were heard hy the father
and mother going up-stairs amdd across a lobhy to the serv-
ant’s room: the father searched the house but could find no
one. After that these footsteps used to he heard at that
hour regularly though no one could ever be seen walking
ahout,

The two elder sisters slent together and myv informant
told me that on lving down. both she and her sister used to
see flames shooting up all over the floor, though there was nn
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smell or heat; this used to be seen two or three nights at a
time, chiefly in the one room. ‘The first time she saw these
Hames, she got up and went to her father in alarm thinking
the room underneath must be on fire.

The two boys were moved to the haunted room, where
they slept in one large bed with its ‘head near the chimaey-
piece. The elder boy, about 13, put his watch on the mantel-
piece and later, I think about 2 a, m,, awoke and wishing to
see the time put his hand up for his watch; he then felt a
deathly cold hand laid on his and in great terror, snatched
his hand away; for the rest of that night, the boys were
terrified by notses, apparently caused by two people rushing
abont the room fighting and shaking and knocking against
the bed. About 6 a. m, they went to their father, aimost
in hysterics from terror and refused to sleep there again.
The eldest sister, not being nervous, was then given that
room; she was however so disturbed by these noises, that
she begged her father to let her leave it, but having no other
room to give her, he persuaded her to stay there and at
length she got accustomed to the noise and could sleep in
spite of it. The elder boy used to think that he saw from
the window men in a cart going by and making faces and
pomting and gibing at him: he would say “ There are those
men ", when nothing could be seen. Finally they left this
house hefore the time was un: T believe because it did not
suit the mother’s health. They have not heen ahle since
to enquire if later tenants had similar or any experiences, in
it, as the landlord was anxious that it should not get'the repu-
tatinn of being haunted,

This familv lived in another house which had one room
npening out of another. One dav, the father looking from
this room into the other, thought he saw a man (a High-
lander, T think) wearing a Glengarry cap. seated on a chair
cross-legged : he thought it must be an iliusion caused by the
wav some article of clothing on the chair was arranged. but
on other occasions also, he imagined he saw this figure.
However heing verv sceptical he alwavs explained it awav,
Later he happened to mention to a visitor at the house, this
vision : his friend langhed and told him that an eccentric man
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who wore a Glengarry cap used to sit just in that attitude in
that chair and had committed suicide in that room.

In yet another house, their present one, my informant
slept in a room with her younger sister in a bed beside the
window with a screen across it. One night she awoke and
seemed to see the window without the screen and a fgure
against it, whose face was muffled up on the lower part. She
knew she was awake and finally the figure vanished and the
screen reappeared. Another night, not the following, she
saw the same figure and finally on a third night and this time
the figure seemed to draw near her, so that in terror she
awoke her sister and the figure vanished then., Nextdaya
friend came to say that his mother had had an accident and
was very ill and that he must go home; but before he left a
telegram announced her death. When the son reached
home, he found that his mother had been burned in bed so
badly that she died and was so charred and disfigured that
the lower part of her face had to be covered up just as the
figure had appeared in the vision.*

* March 17th, 1913. This afternoon 1 visited the lady who saw the
apparition and read her your guestions about her case.

In reply, she did not recognize the face of the apparition as that of
any person known to her whatever. She says it looked mare like 2
mummy than a person; that the face seemed mufed up and swathed
nearly to the eyes, but the third time she saw it, it drew near and bent
over her and she felt eyes were looking at her, so that in terror she
awcke her sister, told her the figure was there again and got her to opet
the door. After each of the previous times on which sﬁc had seen H,
she told her family and they thought it must be a dream. 1In the mom
ing, after seeing it the third time, she said she was convinced somcthing
was going to happen, then soon after the telegrams came abou! the
iriend's mother, This friend was a young man, not a relative, who live
with the percipient’s family and she says he was greatly attached to his
mother, and constantly talking of her. The percipient had never seer
the mother or any other member of the young man's family, who liv
in England. The burning accident happened to the mother on the night
on which the apparition appeared for the third time, so that the two
previens appearances and perhaps the third took place before the acor
dent. After hearing of the death, the percipient says she had the feeling
that she would nnt see the figure again, and she was right. She seems
to have had the feeling that it was connected with the accident. There
is no positive evidence to connect the apparition with the death, but s
curious that the face of the apparition should seem muffled up, except
the eyes, and that the young man on reaching home found the face of
his mother covered all but the eyes, the lower part being so barnt that
it had to he concealed.

My friend, the percipient, suggested to me this afternoon, that the
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Confirmation by the Father in Case IV.

I confirm the following statements about the house in
which we lived in the south of Ireland.

1. That there were raps and knockings going on all over
the house, and heavy footsteps heard on the stairs, when no
one was there to cause them. That I often searched the
house and could find no one.

2, That there were crashes like a branch of a tree
against the window of one room, window not being injured,
though glass was heard as if breaking.

3. That flames used to be seen by my daughters, shooting
up from the floor of their bedroom, making them at first
fear that the house was on fire.

4. I remember that my two sons were much terrified
one night when sleeping in a certain bedroom by noises as of
people fighting and shoving furniture about and that one of
the boys felt a cold hand on his. That they would not sleep
there any more and that my daughter who .then occupied
the room also heard the noises and was much disturbed by
them.

I cannot understand or explain our strange experiences
in abave house. They continued all the time we lived there.

5. When living in another house. I remember several
times thinking I saw the figure of a man wearing a Glengarry
cap, sitting cross-legged on a chair in a certain room. That
a friend afterwards told me that just such a man used to
occupy this room and to sit thus in it and finally committed
suicide there.

Signed E. L,

Confirmation by the Younger Sister,
I remember my sister waking me up, hecause she thought

swbconscious self of the young man's mother wished to warn her son of
the impending catastrophe, and not being able to make herself feit hy
him. manifested through the nearest most suitahle medium—the per-
cipient, living in the same house as her son. The percipient tells me
that she never spoke to the son on the suhject of the apparition, or the
mnother’s apnearance. out of respect for his grief. as he was ereatly un-
;ct‘ but he told her father of his mother's appearance in death, as to her
ace.



480 Juwrnal of the American Society for Psychical Reseurch.

she saw an apparition standing beside her bed and drawing
near her and she was quite frightened by it. She had seen
it three times,

Signed M. L.

Case V,

A young lady friend related to me the following uncanny
experiences, which she and her family had some years ago.
when residing in an old house at the end of Highfield Road.
Rathgar. It had a basement passage leading to a door into
the yard, and along this passage her mother and the chiidren
used to hear dragging, limping steps and the latch of the
door rattling, but no one could ever be found, when search
was made. The house-bells were old and all in a row, zndon
one occcasion they all rung, apparently of their own accord.
My iriend says that she (then aged between 9 and 12} sleptin
the back drawing-room of the house, with the folding door-
between it and the front room fastened up. Always when
the light was put out, she heard strange noises, as if some one
was going round the room rubbing paper along the wall, 2nd
this used to continue all night and she often had the feelng
that some one was standing beside her hed. A cousin, who
was a nurse, once slept with her and also noticed these
strange noises. On one occasion, this room was given up
to a very matter-of-fact young man to sleep in and next morn-
ing he said that the room was very strange with queer noists
going on in it. Sometimes there were bangings against the
house door. The Mother never liked the house and had 2
strange feeling about it. Since the family left it, it was v
cant for a long time, but I see it is now inhabited for some
months past.

This family have also had some curious experiences of
an auditory nature in their present house in Dublin. One
dav the youngest daughter heard her name called: she
answered, but found that no one had called her. ‘There are
four sisters, and No. 3, in a pantry off the hall heard herself
called, replied and then asked her mother, who was in the
kitchen, if she had called her, but she had not. Again an-
other time. No. 1 heard No. 2 called in a strange faint voice
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and feared it was the mother in a fainting fit as she was then
subject to them; No. 2 also heard herself called and replied
and the mother too heard this call, but no one could he found,
who had uttered the name of No. 2, though heard by three
people.

Confirmation of Case V.

I confirm my daughter’s account of strange noises in the
house we lived in at Rathgar, viz. footsteps, sounds of a
ioor-latch rattling, bangs on hall-door, ringing of bells and
strange noises of rubbing on the wall of a bedroom, the back
drawimg-room, when no one was there to make the noises,
which are inexplicable to me.

Also in our present house in Dublin, my daughters were
called by their names hy voices apparently belonging to no
human being; I miyself heard the name called on one occa-
sion, (The lady was willing to sign but her husband ob-
tected, as he thinks all psychical experiences are mere non-
sense).®

*March 28, 1913. Thiz afternoon T visited the mother of the family
concerned in this case, and she told me that about a fortnight after
hearing the voices, an old lady cousin (a first cousin) of hers died. After
hearing the voices the mother expected something to happen, and after
the death locked upon them as a warning and thought they were like
her cousin’s voice and manner of speaking,

She told me another previous experience which had led her to ex-
peet an event to follow the hearing of the voices.

When living in the uncanny Rathgar house, she had just nut her
haby boy to bed, when she heard a voice calling * Mother”. She left
the room and called to her daughter, who was in a lower room: “ What
do you want?” But the girl replied that she had not called her mother,
and then asked her mother if she had just been in a front room, opening
off the one in which she (the girl} was; for, she said, she had just heard
3 noise like snme one trying to fasten the inside bars nf the shutters
acrosy, and thought her mother was doing this. But the mother had
heen up-stairs and no one was in this front rnom.  The twoa then went
down to the basement where their servant wns hathing the three
sounger girls, wham they found excited and frightened, for they said
they had just heard some one rattling the latch of a door. at the end of
1 passage leading into the garden, at back of house. The mother asked
the scrvant why she did not go and sec who was there, and the latter
said <he " dared not". The mother then went through to the garden hut
found no one there. About a fortnight later her father died and she
thought these noiscs were a warning and henceforth always expected
somﬂhinq to follow any strange experience,

This tamity now live in Rathmines, near Dublin, whither they moved

last March. OCune evening one of the daughters was playing the p!at?—\
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Case VI.

A lady whose family, including herself, have had psychic
experiences, some of which were investigated by the Society
for Psychical Research, told me that she was staying in
Lendon, 1 think in a hotel, while her father was il in the
south of England. She was on a high-up landing of the great
staircase and on looking down, saw the wraith of her father
coming up the stairs, looking very ill and with a fringed
beard round his face, such as she had never seen him wear.
Not long after her father died and she was told that he then
had exactly such a beard as he was not shaved for some time
before his death. She had not known this before his death.

Some years ago, this lady became, and still is an ardent
Christian Scientist and she told me that Christian Science
had banished all her visions.*

the drawing-room, when suddenly the glass shade of the gas burner (in-
candescent) and the mantle and glass chimney of latter all smashed and
fell scattered about, apparently without cause. The very same thing
happened the same evening and about the same time to a gas burper in
the kitchen, where the mother was. She was so struck by these lweo
accidents, apparently without explanation, that she said at once: “We
shall hear of something soon”. Again, in about a fortnight's time, she
heard of the death of her sister in Scotland after seven dzys’ illness from
pneumonia. (This incident she also related to me to-day.)

* March 1ith, 1913, 1 sent the lady a copy of my account of ber
seeing the apparition of her father, and I send you her reply. As she
did not reply how long he was ill, I have asked her again, and hope to
hear. But I suppose it is sufficient to know that he was il} ia October.
when she saw his phantasm, and that he died the following February.

" Drear Mrs. Wilkins:—I did not answer vour kind note becanse 1 was
so positive 1 could come up some evening early and renew our acquaint-
ance. But time has Aown so rapidly since then that I feel I have to
send some message, )

“ The account you sent of my recital of the phenomenal appearanceol
our father before his death is correct, with this exception., He was in
London in rooms by himself at the time. We girls were living in oar
nncle's house at the time in Kensington. He (my father) was in Nor
folk Street, I think. We saw him from time to time and I thought he
had his normal appearance at the time. The abnormal one appeared ut
the same time, if T may so phrase it. T saw the appearance in October
and he died in February."

The following is a further account of the facts in response to it
quiry regarding additional information.

“ May 4th, 1913. At the time of the experience, October {many years
ago now) the percipient and her sisters were living with an uncle in Lon-
don. Their father was hiving by himself also in London in lodgings
He would not go to live with his family because he had a dislike to see
ing any people who came to visit them, and preferred quiet. He was not
known to get ill then and was visited by his daughters sometimes, bat
this shrinking from seeing strangers shows him to have been perhaps itt
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Case VII.

This last case and the following one, I write from mem-
ory having no notes of them; but they impressed me greatly.

Mrs. B., the percipient, lived in India where her husband,
an army doctor, was stationed. While there, her only
daughter, aged about 19, died of typhoid fever. Mrs. B.
was overwhelmed with the greatest grief and told me that she
completely lost all interest in life and could not even sleep.
Some time after the death, one night after she had heen in
bed some time and she had either been dozing or trying to
sleep, I forget which, she looked over to another part of the
room where her husband was asleep on a kind of stretcher
bed, and saw a wonderful and beautiful vision. On the fur-
ther side of his bed, looking down on him, she beheld the
radiantly happy face of their lost daughter, lit up, T think
she said, by a kind of light round it. She gazed, enchanted,
and I think turned away to make sure she really was awake,
and still saw the beautiful face when she Iooked again; it

or nervons. As related in this case, the percipient was high vp on a
landing of the high staircase in this large London house and lcoking
down saw what she at first thought was the light or shadow moving on
the stairs of a light being carried below, But then she saw it was the
figare of an old man in a gray dressing-gown and wearing a gray
woglen cap. As he came up she recognized her father, with the fringed
beard which he did not then wezr. She stood spell-bound, feeling it 1m-
possible to move as the figure mounted, and came nearer and nearer to
ber, and she felt a deathly cold air as finally the figure came up close to
her and passed through or into her and vanished. She said “ he passed
inta _her consciousness.” .

She said that she knew then that her father was going to die. Next
month he became ill and her eldest sister brought the father to his
brother’s house (the uncle’s), tho the percipient begged her sister not to
do so, as she told her he would die in the house, but he did not, as in
Dezcember he was brovght to Ventnor in the Isle of Wight and died
there in the following February. The percipient did not see him in
death, but her sister told her about the beard. The sister had sent to
Scotland, during his illness, for a gray woolen cap for him to wear,
such as the apparition was wearing, and he had a similar gray dressing-
gown.

The percipient told me that she did not tell her sisters about the
apparition, because such experiences affected them so much, especially
in the case of a warning about their father's death, but she did tell her
sister that the father would die in the house if brought there.

This lady says that she had many experiences and had ' second
sight”, She always knew people were going to die when she saw their
apparition. She said she saw Charles Stuart Parnell before his death
lnnking at her with folded arms in her room,

MARY WILKINS.
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remained some time and then vanished. From that moment,
Mrs. B. told me, she was a different woman; she went off
peacefully to sleep and in the morning before she said any-
thing, her husband saw that something must have occurred
to change her and arouse her from the lethargy of her grief.
and he understood when she told him of the vision. Her lie
was now changed and she said she knew her darling was
happy and lived.

She also told me of another strange experience. On the
voyage out to India, she said that the phantasm of her living
daughter appeared to her in her cabin one night. At first
she thought it was the girl herself but she found it was not.
After the death, T believe Mrs, B. thought that this appear-
ance was meant as a warning of her daughter’s death*

* March Il1th, 1913, T sent Mrs. B, a copy of my account of her ¥
perience and in reply she says: “7T return the enclosed, which is quite
correct.”” She also says in reply to my guestion " My dear Dorothy ther
daughter) died exactly six months after she arrived in India.” She saw
the phantasm of her living davghter during the voyage out to Tndu
Mrs. B. tells me she had a wonderiul dream several years after her fira
experience and promises to write it out for me, [ hope to send it to ynu
when I receive it. T think I have now answered your inquiries as far
ag possible for the present. | now add another very strange and inter
esting incident. i

Account of apparition seen by Mr. A, written from recollection ot
his statement to me made May 9, 1912:

About a year or more ago, Mr, A, was at an evening party 2t &
country haouse, situated on an apen, wide and lonely country road with
high and thick hedges on each side of it in parts, leading out of Glas-
nevin, near Dublin. He left about 12 midnight, before the other guesis
and had to walk down the road going bome. As he walked. he saw, a5
he thought, a hospital nurse coming towards him and noticed the detail:
of her nurse’s dress, tven to her chatelaine with seissors attached |
believe he snid her face was bent down, so that he did not see ir. She
came so close that he said or was going to say "' good-night*, and he
had to nvoid her, and she then disappeared into the hedge. Lower down
the road she met him again, coming right up to him, so that he had to
ward her off with his arm and was horrified to find that his arm wem
right through her and that she was quite unsubstantial. Again she dis
appeared., ‘The hedge is thick and no one can pass through it. Mr A
was s0 overcome that he had to rest and told me that he did not under
stand why such an experience should happen to him. He had confirms
tion about the road being haunted, as he heard afterwards that a woman
living in a lodge on this road left her home rather late one night and
saw somcthing which caused her to faint, and she would never go oot
again at pight, saying the road was haunted,

T visited the road by daylight and found it @ fine wide open country
gqad with a raised pathway and thick hedges on each side for a certain

tstance.
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Case VIIL

A lady living in Rathmines tells me the following ex-
periences and gave me notes of them.

From her study and'the room over it, she and her brother
used to hear almost every night, sometime between 10 and
12 o’clock, footsteps on a flagged path in the garden. The
sound of the footsteps seemed to proceed from the same spot
all the time, namely, just beneath the door of a conservatory
on which the study opened. On going out to look who
was there, they never could sec anyone. Footsteps used to
be heard on the stairs and tramping about in an up-stairs
room. A lady visitor, sleeping in a room under the roof in
the same wing of the house, said she heard sounds as though
some one were walking on the roof overhead all through the
night,

The rest of the family, whose rooms occupied the main
portion of the house, never heard anything, though the oc-
cupants of the wing heard the sounds quite independently of
each other.

No one could account for these noises, which repeated

1 heard of the incident from a friend of Mr. A’s, and then wrote to
askt him for an account of it. He wrote to me on May 3d, 1912, as
follows:

Dear Madame:—i am in receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date
and while it was not my intention to relate the experience to which you
refer, beyond confidentially telling my own immediate friends, still hav-
ing regard to the special interest you are taking in the matter, T am
inclined to waive my resolution not to repeat the circumstances. I do
not, however, tike the idea of writing out an account of the incident, but
should be pleased to tell you the story persomally, if you particularly
care to hear it, and with that object would call to your address. You
will very kindly avoid mentioning my name, as I do not like publicity,

Yours very truly,A

I have lately sent the gentleman my written account of his story
and expect to meet him soon and will then find out if my recollection is
quite correct and will let you know.

I may mention that the accuracy of my written accounts of such in-
tidents has sometimes surprised the perc:plenls, when I submitted my
account to them.

April 16, 1913. T am sorry to have delayed this letter so long, but
did 30 in order to wait for replies. If T hear more, 1 shall write again
and think it better now to send on the foregom\; hoping you will find it
satisfactory. ours very traly,

MARY WILKINS.
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themselves nightly for two years, Strange to say they have
not been heard for some months past.

Case IX. -

The following incident, I relate in connection with a
dream which appears premonitory; if it is not, it is certamly
a strange coincidence,

We had a pet dog, which had been taught to beg for food
and was so intelligent that he learned of his own accord to
heg for anything he wanted, e. g. if he thought we were go-
ing out without him, he would sit up and beg. On Sunday,
the 8th January last, 1911, our poor Smut, as he was called
was poisoned by a piece of meat soaked in strychnine, as we
afterwards discovered. He went into the usual convalsions
and in a quiet interval before the last fit of spasms, he sat up
before my son Edgar and hegged, I suppose to be relieved of
his pain; he then fell down in convulsions and died. After
his death which occurred near 8 p. m. my son went to visit
some friends in Ranelagh to whose house he had oftes
brought the dog. He told them of poor Smut's tragic death
and the daughter of the house then related a vivid dream she
had had the previous night, that is either on Saturday night
or Sunday morning Jan. 8th. She dreamed that my son and
the dog were in a field and that the dog sat up and begged
to my son and then fell down, On that very morning she
had related her dream to her mother, which showed that it
had impressed her, and thev had remarked to each other thal
they hoped there was nothing wrong with poor Smut. It
was not till some hours later that the dog became ill, about
T P, M, dying at or near 8 P. M. at 8. Rostrevor Terrace.
Rathgar, my residence,

Confirmation of Case IX.

AMrs. Wilkins has read me her account of mv daughter’s
clream about the dog and T confirm it and remember my
daughter telling me of the dream and our comments on it as
reported.

Tanuary 2d, 1912, Signed 1. A.
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Mrs, Wilkins' account of my dream is quite correct.
Signed G. A,

The mother of the young lady, who had the dream about
the dog, has just told me the following experience of her
own, in presence of her daughter.

Some years ago, she had just left a room in which were
some members of her family, I think her husband and her
daughter, and was going up a short staircase of three or
four steps, when she felt a cold air and was conscious of a
dark figure passing her quickly ; she called out to her relatives
“Oh, who passed me?” But they assured her no one had:
however she was so certain of her sensation, that she noted
the liour, 12 noon, and said she expected to hear something
had happened and for a time she felt quite upset. Next day,
news came that her husband’s brother, living at a long dis-
tance off, had had a serious paralytic stroke at 12 noon the
day before—the hour of her experience. She said he would
not recover and in a few days he died.

Case X.
This case was written for me by the percipient, who

writes to me as follows:—* Enclosed are my experiences; if
any clue is found for them, perhaps you would let me know!"”

*“ While staying with a friend in Clonmel, Co. Tipperary,
the following little incident came under my notice.

*While I lay in bed one night about 12 o'clock or so. I
heard 2 noise down-stairs similar to heavy articles of furni-
ture being moved about, It continued for some time and ¥
attributed it to the servants who I thought might be up later
than usual. I went to sleep and thought nothing further
abont it. Next night 1 heard the same sounds and resolved
to mention the matter to my friend to find out the cause.
We learned from the servants that they had retired to bed
a1 10 each night and as no one else was up my friend and |
could not solve the mystery (she having heard the noises
several nights previous to my arrival). However each night
the same moving of furniture penetrated from the same room
and being, T am ashamed to say, too nervous to go and try



488  Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research.

to discover the cause I left the house nothing wiser. About
six months afterwards I met a lady in Dublin who came from
Clonmel. She asked me *if I had ever been there’. Irepled
*Yes, I stayed at Ashbourne’. * Well,” she said, ‘ did you ever
hear any noises there at night coming from down-stairs?’
A shock came over me when she finished by saying ' Mr
, @ gentleman who lived there some time ago, shot
himself in a hittle room off the hall,’ the exact room 1 heard
the mysterious rumbling of furniture in,

* While I was on a visit to a friend in Portarlington this
rather unpleasant incident occurred to me. At about 2
o'clock in the might I woke up suddenly, from apparently
no reason whatever, however I quite distinctly heard snoring
coning from under or in the bed T was lying in. Tt continued
for about 10 minutes during which time I was absolutely limp
with fright. The door opened and my friend entered my
bedroom saying to me ‘1 thought you might want me, so
I came in’, Needless to say I hailed the happy inspiration
that sent her to me. 1 then told her what I heard: she
listened to me and then to comfort me said * Ch never mind.
it is only grandfather; he died in this room, and a snoring
is heard every night at 2 o'clock, the hour in which he passed
away’. | may mention that some time before a German
gentleman came to stay with this family; they asked him in
the morning how he slept, he replied. * Oh! very well. but {
was disturbed by a snoring in the room, I suppose it was the
cat’, but they knew better.

“If you don't mind I would rather not ask my friend any-
thing about what you wrote to me about. She might not
he pleased at my mentioning the matter to anybody. [ think
vou will understand.”

The mother of the last percipient of case X told me the
following experience, which her daughter heard from a lady
friend.

This lady and her sister were staying in Rome in very
comfortable rooms. The sitting room had a large press
or cuphoard in the wall. These ladies always experienced
a most unpleasant feeling, which they could not understand.
whenever they opened this cuphoard: it was as though some
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evil infuence emanated from the interior. Finally it got so
much on their nerves that they gave up the rooms, After-
wards they learned that a man had shut himself up in the
press and committed suicide, or else had been murdered in it,
my informant is not sure which, but I hope to get more de-
tails in time,

Case X1,

The following accounts of two dreams were written down
for me by Mr. Avary G. Palmer, a member of our Dublin
branch of the S, P. R. The dreams may be telepathic.

“On August 6th, 1899, while engaged in photography
with a young feilow (dressed in a dark shabby suit), he
dropped a glass bottle which smashed and cut open the large
artery on upper side of my right foot, In a short time I had
lost a lot of blood. I bound up the wound and with difficulty
stopped the flow. [ did not mention a word about this affair
in my letters to my mother, who was living then at a distance
of 50 miles from me, fearing to frighten her, as she would
have been apprehensive of the bandages coming off my foot
during sleep. She wrote to me on August 12th, mentioning
she had dreamt of me on the morning of the 11th as follows:

“'My dearest A, | trust you are no worse for that horrid
stench from the drains; write by return and let me know if
vou are all right, as I dreamt you were ill.’

“T1 then wrote to her for particulars of the dream without
myself telling her anything of what had occurred to me.
She replied on the 18th as follows:—* My dearest A,, It was
on last Friday morning very early I dreamt about you and
thought vou looked flushed, but vou laughed but did not
answer me. I thought you were feverish and took you to
Baker (a doctor) to see what was the matter with you and
he would not believe me and said there was nothing the mat-
ter with you. You had some man with you dressed in dark
shabby clothes standing with you I thought.’

“ It is possible the dream may have had its exciting cause
in the anxiety about the bad state of the drains in the office
where I was working at the time. Also the presence of the

man in the dream mayv have been due to her heingwjb_b'
.,

~
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aware that I had a night watchman under my charge there.
[ had temiporary charge of this office and slept on the prem-
ises. She, however, informs me that she felt distinctly that
this man in her dream was in some way the cause of my
apparent illness or accident.”

The second dream was as follows:—

“On March 17th, 1206, while staying with a holuday
party at Lough Dan, Co. Wicklow, I dreamt my hrother
John (who was at the time in Dublin) had died. T guote
from my diary of Sunday, March 18th, 1906—' Just as we
finished breakfast, John (my brother) arrived, having cycled
up from Dublin before breakiast. He then informed me tha
on retiring to bed last night about 10.30 p. m. he had triedtv
project the thought to me that he would ride up to us in the
morning and went to bed with this idea in his mind. Now
strange to say [ awoke last night (time unknown) from 2
very unpleasant “ nightmare”. 1 dreamt my sister was
telling us {or reading a letter telling us) that my brother
John was ill in Belfast and finally she said “ He is dead ”. On
hearing this [ in a sort of despair called out “John, where are
you? Where are you now?" and awoke with the impres
sion that 1 had been calling out in my sleep'—. My recol-
lection is that I seemed to be trying to reach out to m¥
brother in a kind of blank darkness. T enclose John's state-
ment written out from memory. He went to Belfast three
vears later and lived there for about 18 months. [ alo
recollect distinctly his mentioning at the time how the effort
to project the idea of riding up to Lough Dan exhaustel
him.”

Statement of Mr. John A. Palmer About Foregoing Dream.

On March 17th, 1806, my brother and some friend:
decided to cycle to Lough Dan, Co. Wicklow to spend tht
week-end there at a small hotel which is situated at the eas
end of the lake, Owing to an engagement for that evening.
T was unable to go with the party, and T decided at the sanx
time not to follow after them next day. That night whe
Iving in bed a thought came to me to get up early net
morning and to cycle to Lough Dan and give them al
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a surprise at breakfast, and at the same time, as my brother
had lately been carrying on several telepathic experiments
with me, T tried to fix my mind on the hotel and give my
brother the tmpression that | was coming down in the
moming. [ spent fully an hour concentrating on this idea
and felt quite exhausted and then went to sleep. I was up
early next morning and arrived just as they were having their
morning meal. I carefully refrained from mentioning my
experiment, and was much interested when my brother told
me that he had been dreaming about me and' thought that

I had been in trouble.
Signed J. A. PALMER.

Experiences written by himself of
Mr. 7. A, Palmer,
568, Lr. Beechwood Avemue,
Nov. 26, 1911, Ranelagh.

*I cannot remember the exact time, but it was about the
year 1905 when I first saw anything which I could call ab-
normal. I was staying with my mother in Dublin, and not
feeling very well one evening, went to bed early, I must have
been asleep for some time when I awoke suddenly, and saw
a human figure standing in the room between my bed and
the window. I could only see an outline. This figure
walked across the room and vanished at the door, which was
closed. I awoke with a frightened feeling and with my heart
beating rapidly.

“ On January 14th, 1909, I was living in rooms in Ormond
Road, Dublin, and one night I experienced a somewhat
similar sensation and saw a man wearing glasses standing
over my bed and looking at me intently, just as if he won-
dered what I was doing. I could see this figure clearly as it
appeared phosphorescent; it remained for some seconds:
I then felt as if a hand had grasped my foot which distracted
my attention, and when I looked again the figure had van-
ished.

“On March 26th, 1909, I was staying at 8, Rostrevor
Terrace, Rathgar, when under similar conditions I again

l'{l:{;l
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saw a figure, this time of a boy, standing somwe distance irom
my bed; it remained for some seconds quite distinct and then
began to fade away irom the feet upwards, the head remain-
ing for some time after the rest of the body had vanished.
*On Friday, Nov. 24th, 1911, I dreamt that I saw an

outside car been driven down some street, and on the car
two policemen and a woman prisoner, one of the policemen
being handcuffed to her. This dream was very vivid

“On Saturday the 25th [ was walking up Grafton St., when
I suddenly was attracted by the sight of an outside car
coming towards me, on one side of the car was a man
prisoner and a policeman and on the other side another
policeman. The man was not handcuffed. This sight re-
called my dream immediately.”

Copy of Part of Miss D. Webb’s Account of Mrs. Hinton, a
Great Spiritualist (Met in America), Written July, 1801.

“I found her kindly ready to tell me her experiences.
There was a tune, when having given up orthodox religion—
she had been very devout—she was quite agnostic. Her life
had been one of great trials. Her first psychic experience
was shortly after the birth of her youngest child, when she
fell into a trance that continued three days. She was sup-
posed to be dead and the spirit being freed or nearly so from
the body, she could see it lying unconscious and her children
mourning around it. She seemed to be raised into some
wonderful highef sphere, where she could feel and understand
the real harmony of what on earth seems so discordant
She said that there was no sorrow or pain in leaving the
body, but it was most distressing to be recalled. as she was
by a neighbor who had the giit of healing, only for which.
there would have been no return, she thinks. After this.
she hersell developed the healing gift and could help a
patient merely by touching. She had also the usual phenom-
ena of spiritualism. Raps would come to her in private, with
intelligent and helpful communications. She never lost the
consolation of her experiences during that trance. She had
a terrible grief in the death of a darling girl of 12. Towards
the end of her illness, this child used to sav her hody was
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heavy clothing and would ask her mother to help get rid
of it. At the very end she exclaimed at a vision-of light and
glory. Mrs. H. said that she actually accompanied her
daughter over the border in a trance. She could see the
whole process of dissolution, the freeing of the spirit form.
On her return, before the funeral, as she and the doctor
stood beside the body, suddenly she clearly saw her child
with a little namesake child who had passed away the year
before—both children looking very bright and happy. The
mother said to the doctor ‘Oht Doctor, both Irenes are
here’. The second was his own daughter. He had been
a materialist, but from that moment became a Spiritualist.
Soon afterwards, the mother was in the street and when
thinking how sad that her child should miss the beautiful
Spring on earth, Irene stood near her and spoke, saying,
‘Oh! mother, you must not grieve for me, I have such .
beautiful things here, and they are more real and lasting than
I could have with you' She said she was learning in what
was called a ‘school of Harmony' Mrs. H., or Monsell,
as she was then, had other trances, but never anvthing so
remarkable as the first, During one she seemed raised to a
higher sphere and shown how praver works and must in-
evitably be answered in some way. She had attended some
materializing séances, but had never seen a materialized spirit
that she recognized. Onece a gentleman acquaintance came
with her from curiosity and was summoned into the cabinet,
\When he returned he exclaimed, ‘ Good God! Tt is wonder-
ful' T found there the materialized spirit of one T knew
long ago in India. No one in this countrv ever heard of
him and he talked to me of thines known only to us twn'.

“After a time she ceased to see spirits, but continued clair-
audient. She belteves that we are all more or less mediums,
You feel her to he as truthful and reliable as any one else
born a Friend.”

Curious Experiences of Maurice A. C. Wilkins.

“0On Oct. 23d, 1905, ahout 5.45 p. m,, I was coming out
of Trinity College. Dublin, and just as ] was entering the
archwav of the College gate leading into the street. T began
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to wonder what made me think of a fellow-student, Bewley,
the thought of whom suddenly came into my mind. [ had
a kind of feeling, that I would meet him and looked at the
next passer-by to see if it was he. [ was wrong, but a few
yards behind him, came two students and one of these was
Bewley.”

Signed M. A. €. WILKINS

“On another previous occasion, I was walking from
Trinity College, having just leit it, when suddenly the name
of the Purser family (closely connected with College) came
into my head, I did not know why. Then almost at once, |
saw on the other side of the street my fellow-student j. Pur-

ser (one of that family) walking towards me.”
Signed M. A. C. WILKINS.
40, Harcourt Street.

The writer has very good sight and feels sure he did not
unconsciously see the persons mentioned, so as to have the
thought of them suggested to him,

Edgar Wilkins, younger brother of Maurice, had the fol-
lowing little experience, when a schoolboy. He was coming
up Harcourt St. and saw a tram-car approaching, a good dis-
tance from him. It came into his head unaccountably that
Mr. Thompson, a master at the High School, was in the car.
and as it passed him he saw Mr. Thompson in it.

He has aiso had a few curious dreams and small ex-
periences.

Possible Case of Telepathy—A Trois.
The High School, Dublin.

My eldest son, Maurice A. C. Wilkins, was a pupil in the
VI Form on Feb. 17th, 1904. He states that the mathe-
matical master of the Form, during his lesson, wished to
write on the blackboard. a fraction, which could readilv be
written out in factors, He set down £t and paused for
a few seconds to think of suitable figures for the rest of the
denominator. M. A. C. Wilkins looked at the blackboard
and almost immediately the No. 64 came into his head fer
setting down after the 2. The next moment, the master
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wrote down these very digits,—thus 322 . Immediately
my son heard a schoolfeilow L. who sat directly behind him,
say with excitement, " Those were the very numbers [ was
thinking of .

Thus the same No. 64 came into the minds of these three
persons, though it was not spoken at all and there was ap-
parently nothing to suggest fthat number to them any more
than any other even number. An even No. would be more
likely to be chosen than an uneven one.

Written on the date of the occurrence Feb. 17th, 1904 by

MARY WILI\INS

1 certify that this is a correct account of the occurrence,
Signed M. A C. WILKINS.
{aged over 18 at date.)

I have now come te an end of my cases. I think it is
evident that there must be in Ireland or even in Dublin and
its neighborhood alone, a large number of strange experi-
cnces and poltergeists and things inexplicable, awaiting in-
vestigation by our Branch of the Society for Psychical Re-
search and it is to be hoped that more research may be under-
taken, such as Prof. Barrett carried on at Enniscorthy and
cisewhere.

I myself have always wished for an opportunity oi spend-
ing a night in a haunted house, but on one very important
condition—viz, to have the company of other investigators!
I would also suggest a large, cheerful fire, round which the
researchers might sit, while awaiting the arrival of the pol-
tergeist,

Perhaps some member may know of some such case to be
investigated,

December 10th, 1911,

iy 1:{“
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ILLUSIONS OF THE ACADEMIC MAN.
By James H. Hyslop.

I was recently taltking with a Professor of Psychology
in one of our larger institutions on the work of psychic re-
search and he made a remark which may well be the text
for some explanations and objurgatory remarks. The man
had read a little on the subject and professes to have an
open mind regarding it. He has been interested in religi-
ous problems and presumably knows something about them,
His remark to me apropos of psychic research was, that
he would think that people would have no interest in a future
life which reflected such trivial matters in the communica-
tions. He understood why people would look in that direc-
tion for light, but he thought they would turn away in dis-
gust at the revelations which purport to come from a tran-
scendental world. He thought that they would find no sat-
isfaction for their ideals in any world that revealed such small
interests.

It i3 true that 2 great many people look at the problem
in this way, but they are usually laymen who neither under-
stand nor are interested in a scientific problem, and ther
criticism can be pardoned. but no such indulgence can be
granted an academic man. We ought not in this age to
have to face this conception of the case from an academi
man, especially a student of psychology and of religion
The ignorance of this teacher of psychology is something
amazing and inexcusable. He is no more qualified to pas
judgment on what we are doing than a child, and yet thes
are the men whom our youth are asked to respect and who
are dispensing the conceptions of psychic research every-
where, The public and students assume that they know
because they are professors and have to listen in respectful
silence to purely imaginary knowledge and go away with
ideas that will soon have to he corrected as inexcusahle ifly-
sians,

It is no doubt true that many people. perhaps the mun-

[ L
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ity of Christians, are looking for some Paradise after death.
They assume that we have souls and that psychic research
s trying, not to prove that fact and the fact of surviving con-
sciousness, but to get into communication with these dead
supposed still to live and to ascertain what their life is. They
have been told often enough that the problem is nothing of
the kind, but this class either forgets what we tell them or it
1s not intelligently enough interested to have its illusions cor-
rected. It has no conception of what it is that we are inves-
ugatimg. It is in the pursuit of happiness, not truth. Truth
15 the object of science, happiness is the object of the will,
and the majority of men and women are seeking. not to
know regardless of happiness, but to secure enjoyment out
of the universe. They have imbibed all unconsciously the
view that the present existence is essentially bad and that
happiness cannot be obtained in it. They would not con-
sciously avow this and perhaps would not admit the fact if
told it. 'They are in [act quite satisfied with the present ma-
terial existence and in most cases, even when longing for a
future life, want this one prolonged or reproduced. They
are not thinking of the old theological and philosophical doc-
trine that matter is the cause of all evil. They would think
it absurd if mentioned or would confess entire ignorance of
it if told it, and in this they would be quite right. But two
things tend to make them take that point of view uncon-
sciously. The first is frequent ennuil with the present life,
and the second is the immemorial conception, born in the
philosophical and theological belief about matter, that the
acme of happiness is to be found beyond the grave, They
have {orgotten the doctrine which gave rise to such tran-
scendent hopes and instead of abandoning these expectations
with the belief that created them, they still hug their hopes
with all the passions of saints or epicures, even when they
have practically adopted the idea that the material world
offers the type of happiness that is desirable, tho their re-
ligion had denied this and yet had embodied its conception
of Paradise in magnificent palaces and goiden streets. It
offered every man the immunities of kings, a prize which
no amount of work in the physical world could secure. The
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religious mind still clings to this hope even after it has aban-
doned the speculative doctrines that gave rise to it. The
atmosphere of all who think of a2 future life is saturated with
this anticipation, and the tenacity of the belief in the exist-
ence of the soul and its survival, despite the ruins of the
philosophic arguments, leaves the interest concentrated on
what a transcendental life is, not whether it is.

This type of mind may be excused the illusion regarding
the problem of psychic research. But the scientific man
will be given no such mercy. If he put himself in the class
of the layman he must expect to be treated with contempt,
tho we exercise patience with the layman who may not
know better. We ought to be able to expect the scientific
man to be acquainted with the problem as it has been stated
time and again, and if he still insists either on being ignorant
or on pretending that the problem is what it is not, he must
expect the abuse that he deserves. He is either a fool or a
knave in the question. If he does not yet know what the
problem is, he is a fool. If he does know what it is and
presents objections just to save his respectability, he is a
knave, There is no escape from this dilemma, and for my-
self 1 do not propose to mince matters in dealing with such
minds.

I have used strong language and it is done with malice
prepense. [ propose in it to challenge that type of mind to
mortal intellectual combat, if you wish to construe it so.
The irritating thing is that they are either blissfully ignorant
of their position or avail themselves of their security in places
of authority for perpetuating a perfectly silly illusion. |
shall first assume that they are as ignorant as the plebs
regarding the problem and that they are sincere in their con-
ception of the it. This will justify a perfectly clear state-
ment of what it is that psychic research has been engaged in.
We have not been investigating the nature of a spiritual
world, but the simple question whether there is one as a fact.
We do not assume that we have any souls or that we survive
death, We accept, for the sake of argument at least, the
materialistic theory ol the universe which means that all
phenomena are the resultant of composition. That is, all
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things and events are the result of mechanical and chemical
combinations, and when those combinations have been dis-
solved the properties which the compounds manifested dis-
appear never to reappear unless the same combination occurs
again. This view interprets consciousness as an accident of
the complex combination of elements that make up the body,
just as the various organic functions are. When death
comes, which is the dissolution of this organism, conscious-
ness goes the way of the organic functions of the body. Ac-
cepting that view of it and that materialism can actually ac-
count for the existence of consciousness, it is hopeless to ex-
pect survival of personality after death. There is no use to
appeal to faith, because that can have no weight against the
overwhelming evidence of physical science, even tho physical
science establishes nothing more than a probability based
upon the accepted evidence. It may be that its accumula-
tion of facts has involved the discarding of facts which should
not be ignored, but it always assigns some sort of reason for
this discarding. The residual facts on which the opponent
relies are either questioned or an inference from them is
yuestioned, the latter of which admits the facts but disputes
their evidential relevance. But accepting the normal facts
of experience as the criteria of judgment, the materialistic
position, however unsatisfactory it may appear to the phil-
osophic mind, has the evidential situation on its side. It
may not disprove survival, but it at least establishes a prefer-
ence for agnosticism and perhaps a probability for annihila-
tion, It certainly does so for the man who observes nothing
more than the phenomena of physical science.

Hence the problem of the psychic researcher is with this
primary question of doubt about the existence of a spiritual
world, not about the question whether we are in communica-
tion with a thing credibly believed or about its nature, but
whether it exists at all or not. We do not assume any-
hing more than the materialist to start with and then we col-
ect facts which the materialist must explain or concede the
nefhciency of his theory. The existence of a spiritual world
s the thing to be proved, not assumed. The existence of it
lnes not depend on having a conception of what it is like.
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The whole problem resolves itself into the question ol
personal identity. This conception of it comes about in the
following way. The mere fact that we should have a soul
would not carry with it a guarantee that we should have any
memory of the past. It might be quite probable thar we
should remember the past, but the phenomena of secondary
personality, to say nothing of the fact that our present sen-
sory consctousness and memory, might be the resultant oi
physical connections, and if so we might possibly not retain
a knowledge of our past. What we wish to know is the con-
tinuity of consciousness and memory, and hence we have
to prove more than the fact that sensory consciousness fe
quires a soul for its basis or subject. e must show thata
memory of our earthly life survives as the condition of retain-
ing personal identity. Proving this does not in the least in-
volve any knowledge of the conditions under which this sur
vival of memory exists. All that we require is that we can-
not explain a certain set of mental phenomena on any hypoth-
esis except survival, and we may set aside the problem of the
conditions in which the survival takes place. Personal ides-
tity is the primary question and all other matters are secon-
dary. [ mean. of course, that the scientific problem is this.
and we do not care for any other problem at present. e
may have more to do than to solve this primary problem. but
we cannot attack other problems until the sceptic has been
forced to surrender on this one. We look at our facts
their relation to normal explanations, and when ordinary
causes will not suffice to account for them we resort to ex-
traordinary causes. \\V'e may not know under what conditions
those extraordinary causes act, and it is not necessary to
know in the first stages of our problem. We restrict the
primary issue to the one regarding the existence of a world
which we cannot explain in the ordinary way, leaving the
determination of its nature to further investigation.

The consequence of all this is that we do not look at the
facts as reflecting the nature of such a world, We have in
mind the personal identity of the alleged communicator, and
we do not care a rap what he talks about provided only that
it proves his identity. The more trivial the fact the more
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likely it is to be evidence. If the alleged communicator is
trying to prove his identity his choice of trivial incidents is
likely to reflect proper intelligence of the issue, and we must
not assume that he is per se interested in small talk. He is
directing his effort upon a perfectly rational problem. He
is not reflecting the nature of that world or its chief oceupa-
tions. No doubt much of the published evidence would sug-
gest to a casual reader just this limited interest in a trivial
mental life. But such readers are to be ignored. They fail
to realize what the problem is for the spirit. His commu-
nications will not be believed unless they subscribe to two
conditions. First that the information shall be supernormal
and second that it shall prove his identity., [f we are assured
that the psychic does not know the facts. we shall expect
and seek for as trivial incidents 2s possible in the proof of the
personal identity of the communicator. It is the concentra-
tion upon this issue that gives the appearance of a meager
world. But readers who look at the facts in this manner
simply forget what the problem is and that we must multiply
trivial incidents until the evidence is overwhelming.

Moreover it would make no difference if the hypothesis
required us to admit that spirits were insane or degenerating
in their intelligence. With the question of their mental con-
dition we have nothing to do in the first state of the inquiry.
They may be as mad as March hares, if you like. That
would not alter the problem. It might affect the question
regarding the extent to which communications were volun-
tary, but not the guestion of their source. Whether spirits
are sane or insane has nothing to do with the question of spir-
itual existence. This issue of rationality in such a world may
interest us in the interpretation of the meaning of the cos-
mos, and we may prefer to survive as rational beings, but
as our preferences have nothing to do with the fact we have
to disregard all such questions and coolly judge the facts, and
accept the conclusion, no-matter how disagreeable it may
Seem.

Of course, if the evidence suggests a disintegrating minql,
we may have to ask whether such a condition is character-
istic of the normal life of a spirit or merely the condition
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under which he communicates with us. To raise that ques-
tion shows that we shall always have to suspend hasty infer
ence 1o a degenerating life beyond from the trivial and frag-
mentary nature of the incidents. It might be a perfectlv
tdyllic world in its normal relations, and appear perfectly
insane in the communications. This fact which cannot be
disputed, as an a priori hypothesis, should act as a rebuke
to those sof disant scientists who can only point to the ridic-
ulous appearance of the facts as compared to that imaginary
world of bliss and lofty thoughts. They cannot use the
superficial appearance of the facts upon which to base crit-
icism of that kind. They are only exposing their own ignor-
ance, not meeting the demands of the problem. It is the
existence of the spiritual world, not its sanity that is the
issue. _ .

With this equipment any layman may ridicule an aca-
demic man who objects that the messages belittle a spiritual
world, I nothing else had purported to come from it we
might well understand curiosity on this point, but there is
abundant material of quite as lofty a character as any idealist
might wish, but it is not verifiable and so finds no place in the
evidence for a spiritual world. But there is no excuse bt
ignorance for the academic man’s complaint, unless he wishes
to claim that he is not serious in the objection, and in that
case we should reproach him with hypocrisy. It is the nature
of the problem that determines the character of our evidence.
and our problem is not the production of a poetic revelation.
\We mav reach the point where something of the kind can
be done, but we are not undertaking it at present. The
human mind must first be made to see what the scientific
issue is and rematn by this until it can do intelligent thinking.
Scepticism will not permit revelations without credentials.
and when the sceptic is so credulous about natural explana
tions that are mere subterfuges to escape more rationa
views, it will not be easy to present credentials for poetic
hopes.  But the academic man who has spent his life
experimental psychology and critical habits of thought i
the last person to object to trivialities in the messages. He
can do so only by pleading that he knows nothing about the
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problem, and while this is usually the fact, he possesses an
authority before the public that makes it a little audacious
for us to assert his real ignorance. I never discuss the sub-
ject with these men, the exceptions being rare, but that [
have to do some elementary teaching as a condition of get-
ting heard at all.

If the academic man is only availing himself of the ac-
cusation against spiritistic theories to defend his respectabil-
ity and to receive the plaudits of the unthinking laymen, he
will not escape the punishment he deserves, 1 shall not
dwell on the advantage which his hypocrisy in such a posi-
tion gives us. I shall only say that I wish only to know
which horn of the dilemma he takes. If he takes the latter,
silence on my part will be sufficient reply. He may be safely
feit to the mercy of the public that is serious on the subject,
and little of that boon will he get if he is not sincere. But
oo often he can purchase his sincerity only by the confession
of ignorance.

Now to show that they are not always perfectly sincere
in their position, in my conversation with one of them who
raised the objection which we are discussing, I simply re-
marked that it was based npon a false conception of the issue
and that it was a part of our work to correct the illusion
which the orthodox mind had on the matter., The man just
smiled as he looked at me, not being an orthodox man him-
self and vet advancing as a criterion of spiritual communica-
tions what his own scientific mind had to reject. That is, he
knew better than to assume the ideals of the orthodox min
about a Paradise, and yet he songht to raise an objection on
the basis of those ideals, knowing that the average layman
would accept it as fatal. Minds of this kind are not to he
respected, much less given the right to pass judgment upon
the problem.

It would be too much to direct this abuse or reproach
against the academic class as a whole, There are many of
them quite alert to the situation and having more sympathy
with it than they dare express. In the first place many of
them have to be conservative irom the very nature of their
position which requires them to hold in check the imagina-
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tion of the public. There is a large class of the public that
would run after every conceivable fraud and delusion were it
not restrained by the more cautious habits of the academic
man. In the second place, while many of them are sympa-
thetic they have not the time to devote to the details of the
work, and, between the duty to their position as authorities
and their want of time to imaster the meaning of the mani-
fold phenomena comprehended under the head of psychic
research, they may fall into excusable mistakes. Even when
they do not fall into mistake, theirs is a waiting game as
teachers who have to emphasize the need of instilling estab-
lished truths in the minds of students. Everything in their
vocation calls to patience and thoroughness, so that we can-
not always accuse the class too hastily, It is the smaller
number of more adventurous critics who think it safe to dis-
pense ridicule or to cultivate respectability that come in for
rather round abuse, and psychic research can reduce them to
humility by not recognizing their rights to speak unless they
speak intelligently and show that they really understand the
problem. It is quite as much a duty to hold the pubhc m
check regarding its conception of our problem as 1t i1s 10
make it cautious in accepting the existence of spirits, but it is
safer to do the one than the other, and you may always
count on discretion being the better part of valor in minds
that have more to gain by the disparagement of a spiritistic
hypothesis than by correcting the illusions of its opponents.
It is ignorance and fraud we have to criticize, and not honest
doubt. An honest doubter may be taught and is ready to
learn, but the tortuous seeker after respectability and popular
approval will be granted a very short shrift at this scientific
tribunal. There is too much at stake in this age to conceie
everything to the destructive mind. Constructive methods
are those of science. Scepticism may correct illusions, bur
it never explains facts.

e b
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INCIDENTS.

The Society sasumes no responsibility for anything published under
this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been furnished
by an a ntly trustworthy contributor whose oame is given unlean
withheld by his own request.

MISCELLANEOUS EXPERIENCES.

The following record from the material of Dr. Hodgson
must tell its own story. The writer is evidently an intelli-
gent man and whatever value his narrative has will depend
largely on that fact. The experiences are old, but put on
record at a time that made them less old than they now are.
Some of them were noted and described at the time so that
thev do not depend wholly on memory. But even if they
did, as stimuli to investigation, they deserve record.

Mrs. Hayden mentioned in the narrative is the same per-
son described in the miscellaneous experiences of Mr, John
Trowbridge in an earlier Journal (Vol. TTI pp. 641-855).

I must call the reader’s special attention to Mr. Feather-
stonhaugh’s remark about the relation of hallucinations to the
problem of Spiritualism. He seems to have anticipated all
that has been discovered and said about pictographic proc-
esses in communication. He was evidently not deceived by
many a man's tendency to treat as real what was only evi-
dential of something supernormal and showed therein the
truly scientific spirit. He referred the phenomena of Mrs.
Drake to hallucinations and vet regarded them as veridical,
and finally said: * It seems to me that hallucination is the
key-note through which the spiritual belief will stand or fall.”
Even lifelong psychic researchers have often failed to dis-
cover that the investigation began and did not end with the
view that hallucinations were connected with the phenomena,

The incident of the scene in the life of George IIT could
not be explained as the transfer of mental pictures from the
mind of the person that clairvovantly discovered the con-
tents of the letter. Ci. Proceedings Am. 8. P. R., Vol. VI,

T
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pp. 51-61, There is no evidence that the scenes were or
could be identified with actual memories of George III him-
self. The contents of the letter might suggest to any mind
scenes of all sorts and then these could be transferred as
described in the above mentioned Report.—Editor.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES.
Schenectady, Jany. 1st, 1889,
Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of the 28th ult. and the accompanying
papers, for which I beg to thank you, 1 can only say that |
find no reference in my notes of having mentioned my impres-
sion of the broken bit before I examined it, and presume I did
not, as the parson would have excommunicated me and the
congregation turned me out of the vestry, if I laid myseif open
to the suspicion of * discerning spirits 7, even were it only the
spirit of a horse's head,

This was the only impression ] ever had of seeming to
perceive a thing that was not there to see.

I very seldom leave the house in the winter and see nobody
with the exception of two or three persons who are kind enough
to drop in. 1 have no opportunity to fill Blank 8, and hardly
the physical strength or mental energy at my time of life. |
remind myself continually of the political song that used to be
sung when Van Buren ran against the grandfather of the pres
ent President-elect, “Van! Van! Van! the used uvp man”
Besides, this is not a mystical region where people see visions
and dream dreams, unless, when, like Joseph of old, it is abom
something to eat,

T have many experiments in thought-transference and under
certain conditions, I {eel well assured of the fact—that is to say,—
when the percipient is not consciously aware of the answer he
returns, and more particularly so if at any time he has known
the fact related. As for instance: The agent mentally asks
“ How old was Mr. Jones when he died?” Then the percipien
may give the correct answer, if known to him, and if not known
an incorrect reply but relevant to the question. It assists ma-
terially if the agent writes his question down, as it seems to fix it
more precisely in his mind. The answers are mostly relevant to
the character of the thought-question rather than to the partic
ulars of names and dates, E. g.: How do we mesmerize? *“Iti
the gift of God,” What are the best methods? * You are a mer
instrument in His hands.” Etc. This evasive form of reply
is not uncommen.
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Through conscious normal means I havé never known an
example of thought-tranaference rising above a rare coincidence.
Our neighbors know our incomings and outgoings and the num-
ber of shirts we have in the wash; i the good old ladies could
also get at our thoughts, life for them would be a lasting mor-
tification, and for us “ not worth living.”

The conditions above spoken of are, a partial mesmeric sleep,
in which the subject preserves the use of the voice,—the auto-
matic writings, and the employment of planchette.

Trusting that some day your society will evolve order and
law out of the psychological chaos, I am,

Yours truly,
J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH.
R. Hodgson, Esq.

Some time afterward I received a letter relating to this
experiment, from which I quote.

“ Nothing can exceed the contempt in which the rhapsodies
of O——— and men of his calibre are judged in England.
These crazy enthusiasts have buried the rational part of the
subject beneath the load of their audacions stuff. Some of the
phenomena I have witnessed have made an impression upon my
judgment, nothing but Death can efface, but it is a subject 1
never discuss with any one.

Take for instance the case of the letter of King George the
3rd placed under E’s foot in the dark, giving occasion to her
describing his person, his family, his court, their dress, and in-
spiring the irresistible inference that the King was speaking to
them of the event the letter treated of, viz: The death of the
Princess Amelia, his aunt, in 1776. Yet in 1852, 76 years after-
wards, when all these persons were dead, E—— who knew noth-
ing about any of them, or about the letter, gave 2 most won-
derful picture of the scene. 'Who can explain this?"”

G. W. FEATHERSTONHAUGH.

¥ W ¥ =%

Schenectady, Januvary 14th, 1889.
Dear Sir:

Your favor of the 4th received. 1 do not know that T clearly
understand the distinction you intend between mental pictures
and hallucination, The vision was entirely subjective, but pro-
duced the effect of objectivity, and from the habit of ocular see-
ing took the direction in which 1 was looking at the time.
In this instance it seemed to be between the clergyman and

FEINL
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myself. So vivid are these impressions sometimes that I have
known persons who took them to be outstanding realities, when
all the surroundings of the case contradicted the supposition,

As to so-called unconscious cerebration, although I have good
reasons to admit it in a restricted sense, I rule it out in this
case. Firstly: because the part that was rusted off was on
the inside of the joint, and in the fold of the other half (the bits
were jointed in the middie) and could not be seen until after
the fracture. Secondly: I never saw any part of the harness
except on the horses.

With respect to results in thought-transference through mes-
merism, involuntary writing and planchette, some of them were
designed, and some incidental to experiments devised for other
purposes, I subjoin two or three examples of each which, from
their entourage are free from any suspicion of self-delusion.

I was staying with my family at Frascatis, a sea-bathing
place at Havre, France, when I was invited to a dinner-party
at the English Consul's house. There were several gentlemen
and I think four ladies present. At the dinner some of the
guests arranged a visit to the theater, leaving three of the men
and one lady, who had sat next to me at the table and who, not
being in very good health, preferred to rest on the sofa in the
drawing-room. We sat sometime at the table after the depart-
ure of the ladies and the conversation turned upon mesmerism.
or rather the alleged possibility of imparting the influence to 2
glass of water or other material substance. I had never seen
or tried it, but to illustrate what I supposed to be the process,
poured out 2 glass of water and made passes over it. Other
topics were soon introduced and the incident passed from our
minds, when the lady in the drawing-room, tired of beiung so
long alone, re-entered and took the seat she had at first occupied.
No reference whatever was made to mesmerism in this lady's
presence, but general subjects were introduced in which she
took a lively part. \Words fail to express our astonishment and
alarm when in the space of about a minute we found she had
fallen into a state of insensibility. We exerted ourselves to re-
store her, and so far succeeded that she regained the power of
speech in a measure {partially awakened)} and to our inquiries
as to her seizure, replied " that it was the water she had been
drinking,” She had actually drunk more than half the water |
had prepared. Knowledge of the effects of the water was in myv
mind, or in others presert, certainly not with the lady.

I had called at the Consul’s cne evening in company with
this lady. His interest had been aroused by the previous in-
stance and he begged to be allowed to try an experiment, to
which she cheerfully assented. In a short time she was thrown
intn a mesmeric state, and the Consul left the room for the pur-



Incidents, 509

pose of proturing some article. Before he returned I had low-
ered the lamps almost to darkness, for I think that a glare of
light or the stare of eyes is unfavorable to psychic phenomena.
Three separate things were put into my hands, which from the
sense of touch 1 took to be letters. [ alone spoke to the semsi-
tive. The sensitive requested the article to he examined to be
put under her foot, which I did one at a time. The first letter
procured a description so precise of persons, dress, formality,
and conversation, and adding that he had been confined for mad-
ness, it was impossible not to recognize George III and Queen
Charlotte. This revelation corresponded with the Consul's
knowledge of the letter and its contents, although it was not
clear that he knew which letter was under examination. As
nothing was known of the other two letters, the result although
interesting, had no bearing on thought-transierence.

After a dinner-party at my house [ had walked to a neighbor-
ing village to order carriages for an excursion on the following
day. I knew by report that one of the ladied dining was exceed-
ingly sensitive and it occurred to me, when at the distance of
half 2 mile, to attempt to mesmerize her. On reaching home
after dark, I found the company in confusion and the sensitive
extended on the sofa, passively rejecting smelling-bottles, cold
water, doctors, etc. Opening the eye-lids 1 found the pupils
canvulsed, and taking her hand, asked if I could be of any service;
"Yes"” she replied, “ you may as well waken me up, as you
had no business to put me to sleep out of doors". [t seemed
that about ffteen minntes previously she was joining in the
conversation in her usval manner, but hecoming ahstracted and
drawing her feet up on the sofa, utterly regardless of the com-
pany, disposed herself comfortably for the irresistible sleep which
overpowered her. As sonn as [ took her hand she hecame
aware of what had been done.

{In one occasion I made an appointment with a2 gentleman
in Devonshire to do at a given hour some most nnusnal act. At
the same hour I was to suggest his image to the sensitive near
London. On my way to the place, a drive of about seven miles,
I amused myself by fancving what my friend would do, and the
thought came into my mind that he would put his wife's bonnet
on, and the thought acquired vitality by a quiet laugh at the
nddity of an English general in such a guise. However the
sommnambule could perceive nothing. and on heing urced ex-
claimed “ Why! he is putting his wife's bonnet on.” She had
mistaken my morning's thought for a reality. Estcourt had
gone up to town that day, forgetting the appointment altogether.

A lady, who had been induced into involuntary writing by
association with others who practised it, sometimes replied to
mental questions by indulging in sharp criticising, freely express.
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ing her own opinions of persons and things, yet without con-
scious knowledge of the matter written. It is difficult to estab-
lish this unconsciousness, but it is the universal statement as to
this phase, and personally I know it to be s0. I was endeav-
oring to obtain answers to a long list of questions (some two ot
three hundred) and had asked this sensitive for a name I had
mentally thought of. For reply I received; “ Foolish boy why
do you seek to know more?” and the name I was thinking of
appended. A similar case was with the name of General Jack-
son, with this characteristic egotism; “ Little men strive to fol-
low in the foot-steps of the great.”

1 had fixed in my mind a household where the husband and
father had little family affection, and received for answer; “ That
unkind father forgets his unloved wife Nancy.” That was the
name of the wife,

A collection had been taken up for a charitable purpose and
the money was handed to me for safe keeping. After sealing
it up, I found that I had left out a small amount, whick [
counted and put loosely in my pocket On returning home [
found two young boys amusing themselves with a planchette.
I immediately asked how much money I had in my pocket
and was answered correctly. To make sure that it was not 2
coincidence, I further asked how many pieces are there? and
received an answer, which on counting them proved to be cor
rect. I did not consciously know the number of pieces, but
would have known if I had paid attention when counting their
value. Afterwards I tried the experiment frequently by touch-
ing books in the library and noting their titles in my mind, with
many successful results,

As in the involuntary writing, so is planchette given to treat
the questions in a sententious and collequial way, colored by the
recipient’s usual mode of thinking and expression.

Many years ago a gentleman m France had told me a strik
ing story of an early episode in his life, and I never thought of
him apart from his narrative. He had been instrumental in sav-
ing the life of a young lady endangered by a vicious horse, and
upon this fact the whole story hung. Planchette told it thus
in its own high strung fashion. “ The beautiful young lady was
in the extremity of danger. when her rescuer seizing the bridle
of her horse, recetved her in his arms.” _

These recitals are prolix as a matter of necessity, and I will |
try your patience no further.

I would gladly read the reports you so kindly offer to lend
me and will safely return them. Yours truly,

J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH,

Richard Hodgson. Esq.,

Boston.
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Schenectady, January 15th, 1B89,
My dear Sir:

Your letter of Jany. 15th received as also Proceedings of
Psychical Research Society, for which I beg to return my sin-
cerest thanks. I have read Mr. Myers’ article, to which you
draw my attention, with much interest. He dwells very justly
it seems to me on the distinction between our * unconscious”
and “ conscious selves.” There is another point, however, in
automatic writing, which is not sufficiently considered, and that
is, the intimate relation this phase bears to other phenomena
which cannot be classified under the head of unconscious cer-
ebration.

In answer to your questions, respecting the time of record-
ing my experiments, I have to say, that I put them into narrative
form at the time of occurrence, in letters to my father, copied
verbatim for the description I now have. I have since appended
some little explanatory matter of my own views of the sub-
ject. 1 may add that none of the instances | relate were obtained
through any professional somnambule. This however is cater-
ing to a prejudice. I would take Dis Debar to my heart if
she produced a picture as Marsh says she does, or Mme, Blav-
atsky if she would show me a *“ Mahatma ” as evidently as she did
the pin brought from her husband’s grave in Russia!

“Water mesmerized at Havre?"” Summer of 1852,

" Mesmerising at a distance?” September, 1853. Ealing
(afterwards on several occasions).

“ Experiment with Genl. Estcourt?” 1853. Ealing.

" Experiments in automatic writing?” 1852 to 18565.

“Collection?” 1876,

No opportunity at present of trying experiments. This com-
munity will permit no devil's doings. 1 have so fallen out of
the line of these things that I only know of one genuine psychic—
?!rs.‘ D—— —unow spending the winter at Los Angeles, Cali-
ornia.

With respect to the three letters I put the one from George
I under the head of thought-transierence hecause the Consul
intended to get that letter, but had no knowledge as to the other
letters, which he designedly found in the dark.

Letter No. 2 was also put under the somnambule's foot and
procured a description of the writer sufficient for identification,
and when urged to give a name, referred us to a bust in the
dining-room of the Duke of Wellington. The letter was from
the Duke,

Letter No. 3. Gave us a fearful picture of a mental struggle,
fractured skull, protruding brains, dismemberment and burning
of the victim, and the execution of the murderer. The letter



512 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research.

was written many years previously on a scientific matter, by
professor Webster, and was the cause celebre of Boston. |
enclose you a leaf from my account, which I must ask you to
teturn as the original is buried among a mass of papers at my
place in the country and it would be an everlasting task to
disinter it.
Yours truly,
J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH.
R. Hodgson, Esq.

FROM
J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH.
Duanesburg, Schenectady County, N. Y.,
May 5th, 1889,
Dear Sir:

I have been laid up all the winter with Rheumatic fever, and
have not heen able to put pen to paper, and even now can hardly
write intelligibly. This must be my excuse ifor delaying so long
to answer yours of January 25, in which you advert to the import-
ant point of establishing, if the automatic writing is ever con-
nected with an extraneous intelligence. 1 made this a special
point of inquiry, and, as the automatic writing was through my
own hand, I could judge of it more exactly than if coming
through another. It is a long story, and I could not hold out
to write it now; but, #f you would like the details, as the blasts
on the top of these hills, which the doctors call country air.
give me strength, I will copy out and send to you. 1 do not
know that I mean to publish. T don't like to have the credit of
being 2 modern Munchausen,

Yours truly,
J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH.

FROM
J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH
Duanesburg, Schenectady Co.. N. Y,
June 17, 1889,
Dear Sir:

I received yours of May 9th, and the accompanying volume
of psychical proceedings. for which I beg to return you mv
thanks. I enclose you a communication, and 1 hope you will
be able to read the writing. My right hand is cramped and
stiff with rheumatism, and I am obliged to hold it down to its
work with my left.

T never preserved any record of automatic writing through
my hand, except where there seemed to be evidence of another
force at work than mere thought-transference.

My abject at the time was to satisfv myvself of the genuine

Ilklt(ll
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character of the writing, which was then almest universally
doubted.

It was not long, however, when there appeared behind this
writing, a seemingly independent intelligence, as far as my
consciousness and manner of thought or expression were con-
cerned, reasonable, argumentative and evasive,

There seemed to be a constant relation between automatic
wrniting, mesmerism and clairvoyance, and when we find that the
clairvoyante often passes into the deepest stage of coma, when
endeavoring successfully to solve some knotty point, we see
that the material senses do not divert, and we have good reason
to doubt, in this profound comatose state, the probability of any
cerebral energy, even of an automatic character,

The outcome of the various phases rather made for 2 mode
of psychical converse by an intelligence within us acting through
strange agencies, and of which we took no normal consciousness.

It seemed advisable to begin at the upper end of the ladder,
to learn the characteristics, the ear-marks, so to speak, of this
psychic force, and separate it, when it did occur, from the min-
gled and incoherent phases of mere automatism. Any hypothesis
based on the less significant phenomena must, eventually, be
revised in the light of the higher facts.

This will account for devoting my attention and opportuni-
ties to clairvoyance, and my want of care and interest in auto-
matic writing.

Yours truly,

J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH

R. Hodgson, Esq.. Boston.

The fact that the clairvoyant refers to arts long since
passed, of which the observers have no knowledge whatever,
and as claimed by many to things not yet transpired (although
this is too incredible to be useiul as an argument yet awhile),
seems to relieve the brain of any responsibility in these instances,
and probably in many others,

Duanesburg, Schenectady Co., July 4th, 1888,

Dear Sir:

I have your letter of June 25th and the enclosed quertes.

.No. 1. “ Date of first visit to a medium?"

November, 1852, Mrs, M. B. Hayden, 22 Queen Anne St.,
London, since deceased.

No. 2. " Are the ladies still living with whom you performed
the experiment of asking for raps in different places where the
spirit was described as standing?”

Lt
f
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No.

No. 3. "1 suppose that the other experiments which you
describe with the medium, were with Mrs. Hayden, except where
otherwise mentioned?”

I think I only spoke of two experiments (1 kept no copy ol
my letter) with Mrs, Hayden; viz.: my first visit, and the sub-
sequent one when the table was moved in fulfillment of a staie-
ment made by the involuntary motion of my hand.

No. 4. “ Do you still possess the notes takea down, concern-
ing the wine-cellar incident, and have you the letter describing
the doings of your friend in the cellar?”

My notes were sent to my father in a letter and transcribed
verbatim in my account. I have preserved nothing of his letter
simultaneously written, except the quotation I have already sent
you. In those days we shunned writing or speaking of these
things, as much as possible,

The medium through whom the sealed envelope was de-
ciphered, Mrs. Underhill is, I believe, stiil living in New York.

The lady through whom I obtained the selection of the right
photograph in the dark, and the recogmition of a picture by its
resemblance to an hallucination, as she stated, is the wife of 2
gentleman of fortune, living at Los Angeles, Cal.,, Box 1777. 1
have no right to give her name for publication, but it is Mrs
D——, and it would be well worth while, if you have any cor-
respondent there, to seek an opportunity of experimenting with
her, particularly in the matter of hallucination, this is her forte.
and she is extremely obliging to her personal friends and those
properly introduced. She does not act professionally. 1 have
made a close study of her hallucinations, with numerons ex-
periments without her knowledge, and the physiological hy-
pothesis, which illustrates this condition by fevers, cerebral
gis:eases or incipient insanity, seems to me to be utterly insuf-

cient,

My experiments with this last mentioned tady are within the
last ﬁ‘e years, and some of them forcibly imply a vers cowss
It seems to me that hallucination is the key-note through which
the spiritual belief will stand or fall. Apparently it is the only
possible method of establishing identity, Materializations are
worthless frauds, at least, those T have seen.

Yours truly,
J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH.

Mysterious Rappings.
Previously to any knowledge of mine on this subject. in
passing through a street in London, I was attracted by the words
* Spirit-medium 7 on the door, and entered the house, as a mat-
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ter of curiosity, to find the meaning of the strange announce-
ment, which until then I was unfamiliar with, for it was the
earliest beginning of these phenomena in that place.

At the séance which followed, my age, birth-place, residence,
passages of my life, and particulars of my family were given
t0 me in exact accordance with my own knowledge. My chris-
tian names were spelled out, and my surname also, with the
omission of one letter. On asking for the missing letter, it was
replied, * That it was not essential to the sound, and therefore
had been omitted.” Many of my family spell the name without
that tetter. When about to leave, the medium accompanied me
to the door, and, having partially passed out, we were recalled by
the shaking of the table from very loud rappings made on it,
and were informed that the intelligence would accompany me
home. and develope itself there, where there could be no sus-
picion of fraud.

The distance from the door to the table was about twelve
feet, too far for the medium to reach with her “ big toe.”

Involuntary Writing Connected with Extraneous Intelligence.

Several weeks elapsed without a realization of the ghostly
promise, when, one evening, as I was engaged in some baro-
metrical computations, which required undivided attention, my
hand was suddenly moved by some unconscious force other than
my own volition, and made to write, *“ The first feeling of death
is endless joy.

EDWARD P. HUNTINGDON.”

This was the name of a deceased companion of my boyhood,
who {or twenty-five years had all but passed from my censcious
memory. There was then written in a different and quite un-
familiar hand, * Go on Tuesday of next week to the same person,
and a token will be given,” Sight or sound? I asked, with a
sense of amusement at this apparently absurd colloquy between
mvself and my own hand. * Both,” was the reply. * The table
will be moved without human touch.” For the two following
davs my wrist and forearm were exceedingly stiff and painful;
sn much so that I could not write or use a knife at dinner.

Table Tuming.

The circumstances of the writing were of too extraordinary a
nature. at least to me, not to be followed up by another visit to
Mrs. Hayden® and T accordingly went there on the day appointed,
After sitting at the table, carefully watching the medium’s mo-

*1 afterwards invited this medium to my house, where she stayed
three weeks, and gave me every opportunity of close examination.
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tions, for the space of about thirty minutes, and scrupulously
avoiding to speak of the object of my visit, I mentally requested
the movement to take place. Instontly as the wish came to my
mind, the table revolved half way round, the feet and hands of
the medium, the only person in the room with me, being in full
stght. I at once moved the medium ten feet away, and, after
examining the table, and pushing it backwards and forwards, as
well as passing between it and her several times took my seat
by her side, and awaited with incredulity and something of scorn
the promised movement without “ human touch.” In a minute
or so the table creaked and surged, balanced itself with two of
its claws in the air, and rushed across the intervening space.
striking me sharply in the chest,

Extraneous Intelligence as Connected with Hallucinstion and
Mesmeric Sleep.

On the day to which [ refer, a lady of my family was reading
in the front parlor, and I was seated out of sight in the back room.
Another lady, through whom the rappings occurred with grea
distinctness, approached by the rear entrance through the gar-
den. Silently and unseen I seized the opportunity, and directed
my will and passes to the lady in the front room. As I justly
expected from previous trials, she was scon in 2 mesmeric sleep.
When the visitor had entered, T suggested the spiritual idea, and
the sleeper forthwith had a vision.

Who is it?

“ My mother; don't you see her?"

No.

ol I do‘l'

Can you talk with her?

“T vnderstand her.”

Does she understand you?

1] Yes..’

Can she rap to youn?

1} Yes.i’

Will she?

“ She says she will.” (With some hesitation.)

Will she rap where you say you see her?

[} Yes.”

Where do you see her now?

“ Near the picture of General Monk."”

Ask her to rap there,

The rappings at once came on the picture. (fiftcen feet from
the nearest person), visibly shaking it at each blow.

 She is now by the flower-stand. and will rap there”

NI
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Simultaneously the flower-stand was shaken, and the long
tops of the flowers waved to and fro, and the rappings gave out
the jangling sound of tin when it is sharply struck, Thus we
tried it round the room on articles loose enough to corroborate
the direction of the sound by the motion until we became sure
that the place where the clairvoyant stated the hallucination to
be, was coincident with the sound and motion as witnessed by
our senses. It was broad day-light, and no strangers present.

A Mental Question Answered by Rappings.

In a list of some fifty mental guestions I once asked, “ what is
the office of comets in our solar system? ” and received a prompt
and most unexpected reply: “To convey the miasmas of the
worlds as fuel to the sun.” This is as good a scientific specula-
tion 24 " seed bearing meteors.”

A Mental Request Answered by a Physical Act.

A gentleman stating at a séance that he had wished a ring to
be taken consecutively to two persons, and that it was so taken
in the order thought of, | took a small bracelet out of my pocket
and wished it to be given to a lady on the opposite side of the
circle, about eight or nine feet away. I had closed my hand over
it, but it was gently opened, evidently by fingers, and the brace-
let deftly carried away. [Immediaiely 1 heard the lady exclaim,
“I have got something; it scems to be a bracelet,” which she
returned to me herself at the end of the séance. The point to be
nbserved in this is not the conveyance of the bracelet, for there
is no proof of the agency, but the physical response to a wish,
that indicated exact vision in profound darkness.

A Photograph Selected in Darkness,

It became so evident that the most exact vision was employed
in the acts done in profound darkness, that the inconsequent sus-
ptcion arose that by some abnormal process the medinm could
see in the absence of light. This I endeavored to settle by an
experiment, which rendered it immaterial whether light or dark-
ness was present. Taking a dozen photographs of deceased
persons one of whom the medium was almost sure to state was
spintnally present, I buttoned them under my coat. where I
kept them concealed until the light was extinguished. As I ex-
pected. the medium announced the presence of ane whose photo-
granh T had. Waiting until she was engaged with some others
of the company, 1 requested menfally to have the likeness of the
ane spoken of selected, and I laid the package upon my knees.
In a few moments the pictures were moved ahout, and one
picked up and held up to my face, touching it. T marked it No. 1,
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and then replaced it with the others and shuffied them. A second
and third time I made the same request, marking the cards two
and three and then buttoned them under my coat. When the
light was admitted, 1 found the three numbers under one anothes
in a vertical line on the back of the card, and turning it over saw
that it was the right picture.®

Automatic Writing in a Mesmeric Sleep, Connected with the
Rappings on a Subsequent Occasion, Two Years Afterwards.

T had requested a lady in a mesmeric sleep (she had ire-
quently done so before), to write automatically something she
had once done, that no person knew anything of, seal it up inan
envelope, and give it to me. 1 carried this note in my pocket-
book for a couple of years, not finding an opportunity to make
use of it. The object was that no person should have a conscious
knowiedge of what had been written; for the lady herself, when
awake, did not know what she had wrttten or, indeed, that she
had written at all,

Two years afterwards, being in New York for the first time in
ten years, [ visited the well-known Mrs, Underhill, being st the
time Mrs. Fish, T think. I had never seen this medium, and
knew nothing of her. There was a large party, all of whom
were strangers to me. Mrs, Underhill took charge of the al-
phabet, and went over it with such practised rapidity, that the
attempt on my part to follow her was in vain. A cominunication
was being given to a gentleman, when a name was interpolated
that did not belong to the matter in hand. The paper was
passed around, and the name unrecognized by all until it came
to me, when it proved to be the marden name of the mother of the
lady who had written it [the note] near London, England. Thad
never known the mother, and had never thought or spoken of her
by that name. My mind at once reverted to the envelope in my
pocket, and I asked if an answer was to be given on the present
occasion to the matter written within. An eager and emphatic
affirmation was returned by the rappings. Mrs. Underhill pro-
ceeded to take down the letters that were rapped to, and in a
few minutes handed me across the table a line or two, seemingly
unmeaning, * she gathered wild grasses from my grave.” Open-
ing at once the note which had been written in England. I found
the following question and answer: * Mother, what was the last
thing 1 did on leaving Abingdon?" Answer: “ I gathered wild
flowers from your grave’” 1 afterwards inspected the flowers

* The medium had never seen the original or a photograph. and bad
never known of the exiztence of such a person,
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that had been dried and preserved, and found them to be the
flowering grasses that grow in a country grave-yard, and not
fowers in the usual acceptance of the word. The correct sub-
stitution of the word grasses for flowers, and the change of the
pronouns, take this incident out of a clairvoyant perception by
the medium, of the contents of the note. The picking of the
flowers was done in the interior of the state of Virginia, the
writing in the vicinity of London, England, ten years afterwards,
and the fAinal denouement two years later in New York,

A Picture Recognized Through Hallucination.

Some ten years ago I met a lady nearly blind, then a siranger,
now a cherished friend. At my first interview she experienced
an hallucination of a deceased friend of mine, also a lady. The
description given enabled me to recognize the person beyond a
doubt. Afterwards this occurred several times, and I en-
deavored to fix the {features and general make-up of the hallu-
cination in her memory, with a view to future experiment. Five
vears had elapsed before I again met this lady, Hearing that
she was in Albany, I put in my pocket a dozen photographs,
including one of the hallucination. I must not omit to mention
that I corresponded with this lady in the meantime, and she
wrote that she sometimes experienced the hallucination of the
same person. [ went to see her, and, after taking my seat, put
itto her hands the bunch of photographs, and stood behind her,
although so blind, from an excess of caution. She turned over
three and held the fourth one up to me as the right picture, re-
fusing to look further when urged, as she was sure of her
correctness. It was the right photograph, and it brings up the
question whether she recngnized the picture, as she said she did,
from its resemblance to the hallucination, or whether a likeness
can be transferred in the same way a thought or a word may be,
The fady’s eye-sight was so defective. that, in order to see at all,
the object must be within two inches of her eyes. She had never
ieenhthe person represented by the hallucination, or a photo-
graph.

Prescient Automatic Writing.

On several occasions my hand had written that a lady of my
acquaintance * would have imparted to her the gift of writing.”
Several months passed away and nothing came of it, until one
morning in passing her open window, where she sat labelling her
preserves, | saw pen and preserves fiying out, and the lady re-
treating with horror on her face. Instead of raspberry jam she
had penned a message purporting to come from her dead mother.
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Connection between Automatic Writing, Mesmeric sleep and
Rappings.

A lady, a member of my family, then under the care of Dr.
Hodgson of London, was a great sufferer from insommia. A
friend of mine, Dr. Ashburner, also of London, as well as Dt
Elliotson, assured me that mesmerism would not interfere with
the medical treatment, and the chances were that it would bring
relief. I mesmerised her myself, and she proved to be very
sensitive. She prescribed herself, either by automatic writing
before she went to sleep, or orally when asleep, the number of
minutes the mesmerising should continue. When the number oi
minutes had exactly elapsed, (P timed it, watch in hand) blows
were struck as with a heavy fist, apparently on different articles of
furniture eight or ten feet apart, and continued until I desisted.

It is difficult and sometimes impossible to describe all the
conditions and circumstances under which these phenomena
take place, so that they will have the same value to another person
that they have to the observer. They sometimes have relation to
antecedent facts only within your own knowledge, or refer to
thoughts and passages of your life in the long past. As an in-
stance of the crucial exactness under which I endeavored to
conduct my experiments, I append one in clairvoyance, which
speaks for itself, unless our incredulity is so strenuous that it
imputes bad faith to all the parties concerned. With this ex-
cerpt T will end my unconscionably long communication.

The Wine Cellar.

[n order to satisfy myself as to any supposed influence light
might exert in these phenomenas, for at times there were indicz-
tions that darkness was a favorable condition, I wrote from Lon-
don to the late English Consul for the department of the Seine,
where there was then no Submarine Telegraph, that at a given
hour he should do in the dark some most unusual act. so that no
suggestion of coincidence or sharp guessing could meet the case.
Immediately after the act he was to mail a letter with a statement
of what he had done, and simultaneously the clairvoyant’s revela-
tion was to be posted by me. At the exact moment appointed
she replied te my yuestioning, “ that he must be an eccentric old
gentleman, for she ~aw him in a dark, cold place, filled with cob-
webs, wullong aboot without his coat, with the picture of M.
hi- head, wlich he always keeps under lock and key.,” I at
sent thi: starenent off, and duly received by mail the one
"-wd, of the same date as mine, from which I quote, * at the

w designated T went into my wine-cellar, which is totally

wl, taking the mintature of M. out of my writing case,

it on my head, and walked vp and down in my shin
e J. D. FEATHERSTONHAUGH.
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Memories and Studies. By William James. Longmans Green &
Co. Essoys in Radical Empiriciom. By William James.
Longmans Green & Co.

The first of these two books contains two chapters of great
interest to all psychical students—" Frederick Myers’ Services to
Psychology " and “ Final Impressions of a Psychical Researcher.”
The absolute fairness and candor of these two essays must com-
mand our deep respect; while the problem is stated in so clex
and precise a form that one would think that, after reading them,
there would no longer be any room for misunderstanding the
problem! The second of these two articles forms a valuable
* supplement ”, 50 to say, to the same author’s chapter on Psy-
chical Research " in his former volume “ The Will to Believe "

In addition to these chapters, those on “ The Energies of
Men” and “ A Pluralistic Mystic” are also of interest to psy-
chical students, The latter is the case of a man—Paul Blood—
who took an anasthetic, and received a certain “ Revelation”
when in the trance-like condition resulting from this. From the
psychological point-of-view this is of considerable interest and
value. These and other chapiers in the book will repay tbe
reader for a careful perusal,

The Sceond book contains less of interest to the * psychical
researcher ", The First Chapter “ Does Consciousness Exist?”
is, perhaps, the most interesting; and, curiously enough, James
arrives at a negative conclusion. Of course, the argument must
be read in its entirety for this not to appear absurd. Aprop
of telepathy, the Chapter entitled " How Two Minds can know
the Same Thing ” is of interest.

Needless to say, these last bonks from the pen of William
James are crowded with interesting and original material; danng
speculations, flights of imagination and literary skill coupled with
his usual beauty and clarity of style, There are many who ma¥
not agree with James' philosophy; yet all must agree that hs
books, more than all’ others, have influenced the public mind
towards psychological and philosophical subjects, and set them
thinking upon questions which they would otherwise never have
raised in their own minds, James will ever remain one of the
greatest names in psychological and philosophie thought.

H. CARRINGTON.
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IMMORTALITY AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL.
By Professor Hartley B. Alexander.
I.

As I was passing from the gate of the University one
conday hour, I found stationed there a young- man who
as distributing printed papers to all comers, I took one of
he papers, glancing through it as 1 walked.

It was made up in the form ol a newspaper,—hut this
as its title, The Truth About God and Life. Below, in the
sual form, “Published Monthly by the Church of Humanity,
reat Bend, Kansas.” A religious tract? Yes~—but a re-
gious tract from Kansas is worth inspection. Beneath the
tle, in italics, was printed: * Cheerful Greeting to all. This
ttle Messenger is distributed by the Church of Humanity
y introduce its great scientific discoveries to all people, that
od and Souls are myths and death the final cessation of
onscions life, and to teach how and where to look for the
roof.”

The proof is offered in the leading article: “ In the de-
ruction of thousands of lives by the great forest fires of the
orthwest is seen sure proof of our great scientific discov-
1es that Gods and Souls do not exist and that conscious life
ids at death.” A few sentences will disclose the character
the argument.—

The fires have swept with cyclonic fury through many thou-
nds of square miles of forest destroying dozens of villages and
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hundreds of isolated homes. Hundreds of men, women and
children perished in the flames of the forest they were taught to
believe had been planted and grown by God for their specia! use
Many of them had loved, praised and worshiped that mental idol
ever since they were heathenized in childhood...... In the
extinguishment of their lives is seen the sure proof that there is
no God to care for them or the forest they inhabited. No being
could have raised the forest and destroyed it in that way, becaus
it shows clearly the entire absence of thought and design back
of its growth and destruction. This is sure proof that the Un:
verse contains no God who knows of the existence of thos
forests nor of the people who inhabited them.

It is not a new argument—this * proof™ that has been
stirring the mind and heart of the man in Kansas. [t
crudely put, and in a manner which the veriest tyro in diz
lectic could show to be fallacious. And yet it is no argumen
to be despised. It has carried and it still carries convictios
to the minds of men; nor have the answers of philosopher
and theologians for twenty-five hundred years yet made cles
—clear in the presence of unmerited affliction, of uncombat
able disaster—how a God can be, at once all powerful. al
wise, and all good, when evils suich as these are possible. Iv
every stress of human circumstance this guestion has arisen
and in every stress to come it will arise again so long as men
nee:] and questioningly seek salvation.

I

Yet it is not the problem so much as the cure that inter
ests me in the tract from Great Bend. “ Cheerful Greeting
to all!” What new Evangel has this Kansas prophet 10
offer?, .. Alas! it is no new one: the man’s discoveries are
only liis own, not of the race. Still in the earnestness with
which he plhrases them, the occasion which inspires them.
there is matter for thought,—Dbesides, as hie tells us, there art
three hundred members in his Church, men convinced by bis
reasoning.

I have been asked (he writes) to point out the practical valse
of our discoveries that the Universe contains no god and that
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conscious life is permanently ended at death. Each individual
is benefitted in many practical ways by a knowledge of our
great discoveries. A few of these I shall enumerate:

1. It eradicates ali fear of gods, devils, ghosts, spirits, and
spooks.

2. It eradicates all fear of suffering aiter death.

3. It protects from the vice of practicing idolatry and the
ignorance of believing religious superstitions and the moral
crime of aiding in teaching, supporting, spreading and perpet-
uating them, to the utter shame and disgrace of our race and
the age in which we live

4. It enables one to give his encouragement, support and
aid to the enlightening and civilizing forces in society.

5. It takes the running and government of the world out of
the hands of an imaginary god and places it in the hands of the
peuple to run and govern to suit themselves, and places the
responsibility for its proper management on them instead ot on
gods that do not exist.

§. It furnishes the only true basis for a world-wide move-
ment for the conservation of the natural resources of the earth.
[t shows our race to be adrift on a planet in space without any
possible show for outside aid when it exhausts its supplies
aboard. Hence the imperative necessity of conserving these
supplies as the race muost inevitably perish when they are ex-
hausted.

Here, then, is the essence of the Evangel from Kansas:
It abolishes superstitious fear. [t teaches man to trust him-
self. 1t defines the possibilities of mortal achievement and
the worth of maortal life,

To whom does this message carry us? To whom can it
cirry save to the loftiest of the Roman poets? For was it
not the message of Lucretius, too, in the dark years of the
corruption and decay of the Roman Republic, when men’s
minds were in the turmoil of uprooted faiths and humanity
was blackening with blood,—was it not the message of Lu-
cretius that the root of human evil is superstitious fear, that
wisdom lies in self-control and self-trust, that the problem
of life is the problem of conformity with physical nature,
and that providential gods and immortal souls do not exist?

\With an earnesiness strange to us, so long accustomed
to another type of preaching, Lucretius pleads with men to
do away with their vain and helpless aspirations after a life

R L
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to come, as with their idle fears of its possible horrors. To
the dead he says:—

Now, now, no more shall thy glad home welcome thee—

Nay, nor dear wife and children swect hasten to seize
«  Quick kisses, touching thy heart with wordiess joy.

Ne more canst thou follow prosperous ways, nor be,

E'en in their need, a strength to thy beloved!

* Piteous,” men say, *ah, piteons thou from whom

This one dread day hath ta'en the froits of life!

—Yet say they not, oh, wherefore say they not,

* Nor unto thee abideth wone of these'?

Strange sermonn, is it not, and uttered with a strange and
earnest eloquence, which echoes down the centuries a death
less beauty, and chokes the voice like memories of tears.

1.

Lucretius possessed a soul keenly sensitive to the hurt of
life. There was with him no glozing over of the brute fact of
pain or of the ugly reality of evil. He hated these, and h¢
hated them the more because of his clear understanding thal
human cruelty is not the least of their causes.

O wretched minds of men! O blinded hearts!
In what mad gloems, in perils of what night,

Ye speed your little years! Nor pause to see
How Nature pleadeth naught but that ye keep
Bodies pain-sundered, minds redeemed from fear!

In another passage, where he is inveighing aganst the
horrors to which Superstition may give rise,—

tantum religio poiuil sxadcre malorum!—

and where he is praising * that man of Greece who first
raised mortal eyes to meet, and first stood forth against the
horrid mien " of this most flagellant of delusions, Lucretis
cites as an instance of scelerosa atque impia facta done in the
name of religion, the sacrifice of Iphigenmia in Aulis. He
describes with pityving indignation the deceit practiced upon
the maiden, brought to undergo a miserable death instead of
to celebrate a happy marriage; he tells of the hidden knives

b
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of the attendants, the sudden terror of the maid, the grief
of the {ather—who yet can deliver the slaughterer's stroke!
And what is it all for? That a fleet may have a fortunate
wind, upon a mission of war!

Ah. the evils that men do, the cruel needless evils, bayed
on by the madnesses of superstition! [s it not insane obses-
sion,—nay, to be veritably possessed of devils,—to believe,
as man has hauntingly believed since the first glimmerings
of thought were his, that human felicity, human success and
progress, can be obtained only at the price of human agonies?

We have all shuddered at the horrible fruits of this no-
tion in savage life. Who has not heard of the terrible sac-
rifices of the Konds of India? They believed, we are toid,
that without a morsel of a virgin's flesh, fresh-torn from her
living hody, no field could wax fruitful. 7The idea underly-
ing the sacrifice is magic—-"sympathetic” magic, as it is
fearfully named. There is in it ne designed cruelty, no in-
fiiction of suffering for the sake of the spectacie (that is re-
served for more sophisticated peoples); there is only the
naked hideousness of practices persuaded by the cold logic
of an unfounded beliel.

A grim memorial of these forgotten horrors (so we read in
the General Report of the Census of India) is to be seen in the
Madras Museum in the form of a rude representation in wood
of the head and trunk of an elephant pivoted on a stout post.
To this the victim was bound head downwards and the ma-
chine was slowly turned round in the center of a crowd of wor-
shipers who hacked and tore away scraps of flesh to bury in
their fields, chanting the while a ghastly hymn, an extract from
which illustrates very clearly the theory of sympathetic magic
underlying the ritual:—

As the tears stream from thine eyes,

So may the rain pour down in Asar;
Ax the mucus trickles from thy nostrils,
So may it drizzle at intervals;

As thy blood gushes farth,

So may the vegetalion sprout;

As thy gore falls in drops,

So may the grains of rice form.

Do we say that these Konds are degenerate savages? that

1l
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this is an isolated instance? That were an ill reading of the
race’s record. Almost the identical practice is described by
Father De Smet among the Pawnees of the American prai
ries; and there are not wanting scholars who intimate that
the tale of the sacrifice of Iphigenia is but the mythic mem-
ory of a custom once as common in Europe as ever it has
been in Asia or America,—the vicarious offering up of tano-
cent blood to be transubstantiated into the bread of life.

It was not far from Lucretius' own time, in the flush of
the imperial civilization, that a man of a very different tem-
per was recording with hot and aching pen the martyrdon
of Felicitas and Perpetua. * Vivia Perpetua,” says the nar-
rator, * was well born and well educated; she was married
and had a son at the breast; she was about two and twenty
years of age." Felicitas, her sister in martyrdom, was of
humbler station; three days before the two were led into the
arena, Felicitas gave birth to a daughter, in prison. One oi
the gaolers, mocking the birth-pangs, asked how she wouk!
bear being thrown to the beasts; she answered him: *“ Now
I suffer alone: then another will suffer in and for me, be
cause | also suffer for Him."”

Moreover (proceeds the chronicle*) for the young women the
devil had prepared a very fierce cow. provided especially for
that purpose, contrary to custom, rivalling their sex also in
that of the beast. And so, stripped and clothed with nets, they
were led forth. The populace shuddered as they saw one young
woman of delicate frame, and another with breasts still drop-
ping from her recent childbirth. So, being recalled, they are
clad in lcose robes, Perpetua is first led in. She was tossed,
and fell on her loins; and when she saw her tunic torn from
her side, she drew it over her as a veil for her middle
rather mindful of her modesty than her suffering. Then she
was called for again, and bound up her dishevelled hair; for it
was not becoming for a martyr to suffer with dishevelled hair,
lest she should appear to be mourning in her glory. So she
rose up; and when she saw Felicitas crushed, she approached
and gave her her hand, and lifted her up. And both of them
stood together: and the brutality of the populace being ap-
peased, they were recalled to the Sanavivarian gate,

*Passio Perprinae—(R. E. Wallis),
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After this other Christians were led forth; and one of
them, Saturus, from one bite of the leopard was bathed with
such a quantity of bLlood, that the populace shouted out, in
mockery of Christian baptism, “ Saved and Washed! Saved
and Washed!”

There was but one more scene . —

And when the populace called for them into the midst, that
as the sword penetrated into their body they might make their
eyes partners in the murder, they rose up of their own accord,
and transferred themselves whither the people wished; but they
frst kissed one another that they might consummate their mar-
tyrdom with the kiss of peace......

O most brave and blessed martyrs! O truly called and
chosen unto the glory of ocur Lord Jesus Christ! Whom who-
ever magnifies, and honors, and adores, assuredly ought to read
these examples for the edification of the Church, not less than
the olden ones, so that new virtues also may testify that one
and the same Holy Spirit is always operating, even until now,
and God the Father Omnipotent, and His Sou fesus Christ our
Lord, whase is the glory and infinite power for ever and ever,
Amen,

I have appended to Tertullian's account of a martyrdom
which doubtless he witnessed, his burst of faith in God as
the Father Omnipotent. Crede quia absurdum—* 1 believe
because it s unbelievable! "—is the famous utterance of his
faith in the miracle of Christianity. And here we see this
impossible faith, testified in enthusiastic devotion to an all-
powerful Father who yet permits such torments to his chil-
dren,

Many hundred years later, there is another utterance,
fram another Churchman, on another continent, that seems
to me truer to the foundations of human reason, if not to the
magnificence of the human will. Fra Bernardino de Saha-
gun has given us page after page of calmly narrated horrors,
perhaps the most fnghtful in human annals—the Auztec hu-
man sacrifices. Finally he*comes to the chapter detailing
the circumstances of the offering of children to the gods of
the waters. * They slay,” he says, " each year a great num-
ber of children in the places of which I have spoken, and
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after they have done them to death, they cook and eat them.”
And there he breaks down:—

I think that there can be no heart so hard as not to recoil
in horror and terror and not to shed tears on hearing of a
cruelty so inhuman,—nay, more than ferocious, of inspiration
veritably devilish, 1t is certainly a thing grievous and horrible
to see that our human nature can sound such degradation that
fathers, obedient to the inspirations of the demon, can kill and
eat their own children, without thinking that they render them-
selves culpable through any offense, but on the contrary believ.
ing that they make themselves pleasing to their gods. The
caugse of this cruel blindness, of which these poor children are
victims, ought not exactly to be imputed to the natural inspirs-
tion of their fathers, who indeed shed abundant tears and give
themselves to this practice with dolor of soul. Rather one
should see therein the hateful and barbarous hand of Satan,
our sempiternal enemy, who employs all his malignant wiles
to urge on to this infernal deed. O Lord God! revenge us on
this cruel enemy!*

Iv.

There are deeds of men for which there is but one de-
scription: [¥orks of the Devil.  Actions such as 1 have been
recounting belong to this category. For whether we see in
these actions the mere misfortune of superstition, as with
the Kond: or the utter degradation of human sensibility, as
with the Aztec and the Roman;: we can And in Nature no
apology for the horrible fact.

To he sure, we see these alien instances in an exagger-
ated perspective. Yet human sacrifice is not so far removed
from our civilization as we customarily assume—human sac-
rifice and mutilation.  Even the illuminated Greeks, we mort

*In an identical vein Father De Smet, nearly four centuries lIater, €x
claims against the cruel and famous Pawnee sacrifive of a virgin for the fertil
ization of their tields: " In view of so much cruelty, who could mistake the
ageney of the arch enemy of mankind, and whe would refuse to exert
himself to bring these benighted nationstto the knowledge of the One only
true Mediator between God and Man, and of the only true sacrifice withouw
which it is impossible to appease the Divine justice®™ {Life, Letters
Travels, p. 988.) After reading the missionary’s description of the rite it it
indeed dificuit not to helieve in the very real presence of a very real and
nezr deyil.
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than suspect, in all but the best moments of their intelli-
gence, found it necessary to insure the success of their enter-
prises by offerings of human iife. The sacrifice of Iphigenia
belongs to mythic pre-history; but not so the offering of the
Persian captives before the battle of Salamis. Indeed, we
are reasonably convinced that in the ancient world most
great engineering enterprises—ifortresses, temples, bridges,
viaduets—had their corners set on the bodies of human be-
ings whose lives were propitiations to the Fortune of the
structure; and we are darkly aware that more than once
human skeletons hiave been found immured in the crumbling
walls of Christian edifices. Superstition does a slow and
ghastly death,

It is a strange hypothesis, no doubt, clamping men’s
runds with the grim conviction that the blessings of life are
to be won from a jealous and monstrous Nature only at a
price of human life. It is a strange hypothesis, yet in it is
to be found the explanation of the thousand mad propitia-
ttons and flagellations and ascetic condemnations of the flesh
which fill up the blacker chapters of our records. And who
shall say that there is not some foundation in Nature herself
for an idea of such dread and persistent consequence?

At all events, conceding the hypothesis, the practices are
not unintelligible. We of today think little of the lives we
yearly sacrifice to our industrial gods—the lives and the mu-
tilations, Life Insurance Skyscrapers, North River Tunnels,
Panama Canals,—we know well that the cost of such enter-
prises must be paid in men’s lives, by the score. And rail-
roailling. ironworking, coal mining, the sweatshop system,—
are we not suavely indifferent to the matilations as well as
the deaths which mark the course of that triumphant indus-
trialism upon which we so magnificate ourselves? What is
the price of a man’s hand, a man’s strong right arm, a man's
eves, in Pittsburgh? We shudder at the Aztec cannibalistic
sacrantents, hut does not Mammon, too, exact his sacraments
—~banquets which we must share—whereof the meat is flesh
of little children? 7To the Fortune of the Enterprise we, like
the Pagan, render our holocausts and our blood-offerings;
we chain men to our machines and found cities on their
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bones, and if any there be to demand of us, * By what Right”
we point in complacent answer where our Pontius Pilates
are washing their white hands in the high Capitols.

The naked and terrible fact is that what we call Human
Progress, Human Civilization, is got and always has been
got at a cost which can only be computed in Human Pain.
In a speech which Thucydides puts into the mouth of Per-
icles, in a dark moment of the war with Sparta. the hero oi
Athenian culture says to his fellow citizens *;—

You are bound to maintain the imperial dignity of your city
in which you all take pride; for you should not covet the glory
unless you will endure the toil.... Know that vour city has
the greatest name in all the world because she has never yielded
to misfortune, but has sacrificed more lives and endured severer
hardships in war than any other: wherefore also she has the
greatest power of any state up to this day: and the memory of
her glory will always survive. Even if we should be compelled
at last to abate somewhat of our greatness (for all things have
their times of growth and decay), vet will the recollection live,
that, of all Hellenes, we ruled over the greatest number of
Hellenic subjects; that we withstood our enemies, whether single
or united, in the most terrible wars, and that we were the
inhabitants of a city endowed with every sort of wealth and
greatness.

The tremendous price that was paid for * the glory that
was Greece "—and so for our civilization in the large respect
in which it is still Greek—appears with unexampled elo-
quence in yet another passage in which Thucydides speaks of
a later period of the long wars:—

When troubles had once begun in the cities those wiw ol
towed carried the revolutionary spirit further and further, and
determined to outdo the report of all who had preceded them
by the ingenuity of their enterprises and the atrocity of their
Tevenges.

The meaning of words had no longer the same relation to
things, but was changed by them as they thought proper. Reck-
less daring was held to be loyal courage; prudent delay was the
excuse of a coward: moderation was the disguise of uamaaly
weakness; to know everything was to do nothing.

* Jowett, Thucydides.
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Frantic energy was the true quality of a man. A conspirator
who wanted to be safe was a recreant in disguise. The lover
of violence was always trusted, and his opponent suspected.
He who succeeded in a plot was deemed knowing, but a still
greater master in craft was he who detected one. On the other
hand, he who plotted from the first to have nothing to do with
plots was a breaker up of parties and a poltroon who was afraid
of the enemy.

In a word, he who could outstrip another in a bad action
was applauded, and so was he who encouraged to evil one who
had no tdea of it.

Thucydides goes on to show in detail how the whole
morale of society was rotting at the roots while the springs
of man’s humanity were become dried and dead. It is a ter-
rible arraignment, yet not more terrible than that in which
Tacitus arraigus the Imperial Civilization of Rome :—

....Things sacred defled, outrageous adulteries; the sea
crowded with exiles, the isles polluted with blood. In the City
vet blacker savagery: nobility, wealth, the avoidance, the ac-
ceptance of office,—all was crime, and virtee the most certain
slownfall, Not less detestable than their deeds were the re-
wards of the informers, of whom some secured a priesthood or
a consulate for their spoil, while othefs became procurators or
imperial advisers,—till hatred and fear were everywhere. The
verv slaves were turned against their masters, freedmen against
their patrons, and whoso lacked a foe was ruined by his
friends!. ...

We may pass the Ages customarily called * Dark,”
though our Civilization is not without its debt to them, But
the Italian Renaissance: * the emancipation of reason for the
modern world,” Symonds calls it. The emancipation of rea-
son,—yet, if so, again at a price. Perhaps Dante's Inferno
and Machiavelli’s Prince state the price as well as it can be
stated. We can pick it up, coin by coin, throughont the
rourse of Renaissance history. Giovanni Bentivoglio

pounded to death v a wine-vit by the popoluec. . The
canetoli inviting the Bemntivogh o & chri<tamning ieast, amd
hen murdering them. .. The Canctolk m tuen, hanied
town and their winokime e nedle 2t tiendivagim
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patace... These are incidents in the history of one ltalian
house in the one small city of Bologna. When we add the
deeds of the Visconti, the Sforzeschi, the Malatesti, and 2
hondred and one other princely houses, above all the most
famously infamous Borgias, then we begin to appreciate the
political cost of the culture of Italy,

And this political cost is only the outward and upper te-
flection of what lay beneath the surface. Symonds says:—

Isolated, crime-haunted, and remotseless, at the same fime
fierce and timorous, the despot not infrequently made of vice 2
fine art for his amusement, and openly defied humanity... In-
ordinate lust and refined cruelty sated his irritable and jaded
appetites. He destroyed pity in his soul, and fed his dogs with
living men...

Loyalty was a virtue but little esteemed in Italy; engage
ments seemed made to be broken; even the crime of violence
was aggravated by the game of perfidy, a bravo's stiletto or slow
poison being reckoned among the legitimate means for ridding
men of rivals or for revenging a slight.

L.oaking back aver the course of human history we se¢
hall the action given over to needless or wanton infliction of
suffering. “ History is. a2 bath of blood,” says Professor
James; and Pericles, in the speech [ have cited, gives a kind
of philosophy of history’s diabolism: * To be hateful and
offensive has ever heen at the time the fate of those who
have aspired to empire.” Human power and human prog-
ress are not humane.

We are nowadays inclined to view all this with a retro-
spective sigh—bad. no doubt, in its day, but zee have out-
grown the evil. But is it true that we have outgrown it?
Is it true that the cost of Civilization is not yet to pay’
When we consider the toilsome hours, the dark confine-
ments, the loathsome liseases, the stunted and warped phys-
ical and mental growth which Society inflicts on the tithe of
its members even in times of peace. we cannot, it seems 0
me, say that the price of progress has as yet been greatly
abated. And even if we hold that there be some abatement
in the Farth’s brighter regions. this does not alter the.
of our terrihle past: the fact that Humanity is what.

4
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canse it has done what it has done—Dbecause of its sinners as
well as its saints, its ecstasies of cruelty as well as its ecsta-
sies of devotion. Nor can we ever escape from the suffer-
ings which we have inflicted; they bear with them their own
perpetuity: in the laws of social organization, mal-adjusted;
in the laws of individual heredity, repeatedly awakening in-
ner and forgotten ills; above all, in the fact of an organism
generation by generation more subtly sensitive to torment.
The intensifying pangs of childbirth promise eventually to
destroy the human race—if first man perish not of the mad-
ness of his Civilization.

V.

An historical survey of the Human Achievenment must, 1t
seems to nie, in our honester moods end in a shudder and a
darkening of the eyes. Full of senselessness, full of wanton-
ness, full of loud and rapacious cruelty, are the records of
Man's Deed.

Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow,
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day,
To the last syltable of recorded time;

And all our vesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death,

Life, our vaunted human life, in the large seems hut

a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,.
Signifying nothing.

And with Macbeth we " 'gin to be aweary of the sun.”

It is not strange that individuals and peoples who have
seen and felt such suffering as man can inflict upon man
should have arrived at the conclusion, from time to time,
that man it is who is the root and spring of all the wicked-
ness in Creation. This is the point of the Hebrew tale of
the fruit of the Forbidden Tree, winieh npened man's eyes to
good und evid and punde him capable i the devilish. Cor-
ruption there enterse® = Blighting hwmaiity once for all,
And the long sat *Hhivuion has since heen the tale

&
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of the Divine castigation which alone can purify the world
of its taint.

* The impulsive cause,” says Burton, in the gracious ex-
ordiwm of his monstrous Anatomy.—" the impulsive cause of
these miseries in Man, this privation of destruction of God’s
image, the cause of death and diseases, of all temporal and
eternal punishments, was the sin of our first parent Adam.
in eating of the forbidden fruit, by the devil's instigation and
allurement. His disobedience, pride, ambition, intemper-
ance, incredulity, curiosity; from whence proceeded original
sin, and that general corruption of mankind, as from 2 foun-
tain flowed all bad inclinations and actual transgressions
which cause our several calamities inflicted upon us for our
sins.”

This s the view which we, as Christians, have inherited
from the Old Dispensation; and the doctors of the church
have expended vast ingenuity in their efforts to render it 1
terms mentally comfortable. It is not, however, exclusively
a Christian view. One of the first of the Stoics, Cleanthes.
ascribes to Zeus the authorship of all that is, on land, in sea,
or in the heavens above, “ save only the deeds of the wicked
in their folly,”—save only the deeds of men.

Christian and Stoic alike find a preponderance of sin and
suHering in human history, and Christian and Stoic alike
turn from the contemplation of humanity to the larger con-
templation of an all-inclusive Creation whose general plan 15
unharmed by the bitings and bickerings of petty mortal lives.
Undoubtedly in many of our moods there is a healing po-
tency in this return to Nature, even if it involve ascetic de-
nials: for the Christian, of the physical and intellectual ap-
petites; for the Stoic, of the emotional propensions. e
too, have our moments when we look longingly to the quiet
and dignity of that part of our world which is unaffected by
the obtrusions of what we call intelligent mind. The noisy
incoherencies and egotisms of days beset by a jangling in-
dustrialism—Iiactory whistles, tram-cars, electric placards.
Coney Islands; the clicking and sputtering and thumping oi
machines: the bustling of human bodies: the blatancy of
newspapers; the gush of sentimental paranoiacs and the eye-
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rol]mg frenzies of those protagomsts of “soul” whose
heroics are all designed to * tear a passion to tatters,”—from
all this we, too. in our moments of weariness, turn for relief
to the freshness and breadth of unsullied Nature. And
there, in the ineffable solitudes of the sun-glorious desert,
with its mile on mile of Cyclopean walls. yellows and crim-
sons and purples and whites rising in fantastic pinnacles to
the azure sky, we find the works of puny men dwarfed and
forgotten; or again, beneath the still and distant beauty of
the stars, we know anew that depth and tenderness of night
which the glittering town has banished afar forever. And
so we are healed of the corrupting taint and purged of hu-
manity’s tnhumamty by the great katharsis of Nature.

VI
L]

In certain of our moods the return to Nature is unequiv-
ocally a healing. The fretfu! and stuffy perturbations of
mortal affairs yield to its expansive suavity. It shames us
of our tight shoes and starched collars and we discover a
benign exhilaration in naked contact even with its harsher
realities. And yet,—

What is the simple truth? Is our reason satisfied be-
cause our temper is changed? Nay, is our fife satisfied?
Are we—vcan we be content to surrender our normal activi-
ties and intelligence in this lackadaisical fashion? A man is
neither a hermit crab to bask apart nor an eagle to soar
dloof; human nature is primarily human, and business is
husiness,

When we stand scquare-toed and face Nature, alert and
fair, we must acknowledge, I think, that there is a deal of
sham in our notion of her intrinsic beneficence, The Human
Deed, as history shows it, looks black enough; but surely not
it alone is the fuli accouns nf the foubic. we Ol n bi'e
We have been too concerned to fid esetse for the Creator,
100 ready to accept all the blame aur-cloea, 5inoa state of ad-
fairs that is not pretty.  Man b Leca deodio horaough, God
knows, but the Seenem wa Lelioe Y ['

There are tithue~ when « jtlire b 4 ‘
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of the most exquisite engines of torture. Such, for example,
are those terrible Frankenstein-like parodies of the human
body in which mortal souls are encased lor life. "There once
dwelt in my neighborhood two human beings whose counte-
nances were unendurable, both young men. One 1 never
saw on the street save in early morning or at twilight; dur-
ing the day he remained secluded. I judged that it had been
some frightful accident that had given Iitm a countenance
distorted beyond human kinship. The other was often on
the street, and he hore a mask unillumined by the light of
reason, and I have seen him smile monstrously. Neither of
these men could he viewed without recoil and neither ot
these men could live without rebellious agony.

What are we to say of the human monstrosities, idiots.
degenerates, weaklings? What of inherited diseases, inher-
ited perversions of our proper pature? \What of premature
senilities? Of madnesses, decays, rottings of minds and
bodies in yet living beings? The Hydra-poison of distorted
sensibilities? Nay, disease itself, cancer, smallpox, leprosy.
plague? Has Nature no account:in ali this? Benehcent
Nature! Healing Nature!

Is it, after all, man's fault—he who is so terribly tor-
tured from without,—is it all his fault that there is diabolizsm
in the world? Nay, are not rather his blackest practices
half excused by his too natural conviction that the Devil at
the heart of things must somehow be placated by the affiic-
tion of humankind? that the evil core of the world must be
propitiated by man-offering and child-offering? that human-
ity's ease is tolerable to God only so long as He gluts s
gaze upon the Vicarious Sufferer?

In the spring of 1806 the following despatch appeared in
the news columns of the New York Times . —

ST. PETERSBURG, March 30.—Horrible accounts are
reaching St. Petersburg of cannibalism and starvation among
tribes inhabiting the frozen arctic plain of the Chukchi Peninsula.
at the extremity of Asia,

Most of the reindeer died from starvation in the winter of
1904-5 leaving the inhabitants without means of communication
or food. During the past winter whole tribes have died. and
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members of the Omolon and Oloiya tribes, when facing starva-
tion, assembled in council and decided that nothing remained
hut death. They agreed that each head of a family should kill
his wife and children and then commit snicide.

The tribesmen gathered on a plateau covered with snow and
ice, and in the darkness of the Arctic winter the Spartan decision
was executed, not a single member of either tribe surviving.

More terrible still is the story of what occurred in a family of
the Yukahir tribe. A mother and nine of her children having
died of hunger, the father, a surviving daughter, and a nephew,
lived upon the remains, and when they were consumed the
father murdered the nephew,

A Russian named Dolganoff, who went to the region to buy
furs, reported the situation 10 the authorities at Yakutsk. He
entered the hut of a Yukahir family while the latter were eating
the head of a murdered relative.

Here we have a twofold eximple—Human Nature and
Nature. On the one hand, the courage of men who (sav-
ages though they were), under the scourge of famine, could
vet die men.  On the other, the fearful spectacle of human
beings, under this same scourge, driven to abandon their
proper humanity and sink to the depths of hestiality. We
can admire the one group and pity the other,—but blame, if
there be Blame, lies not at the door of the human sutferers,
but with that Nature which has brought her children to such
unnatural straits,

And the Lord said ; “Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah
is great, and because their sin is grievous, I will go down now,
and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry
of it, which is come untome ", ...

Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brim-
stone amd fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew
those cities and al!l the plain, and ali the inhabitants of the cities,
and that which grew upon the ground.

Sodom and Gomorrah, Pompeii, Martinique, and the
towns of the forests of the Northwest,—is it brimstone and
fire from the l.ord “ because their sin is grievous”? Or do
such wholesale and meaningless slaughters prove, us the
man in Kansas believes, that in all Nature manktnd « bereit
of Iriendship, and the good and potent Fiui 1o hur .o myth?
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Nowadavs we are more loth than were our fathers to try
out upon the iniquity of men because they are found to suf.
fer.

Fire, Flood, Famine, Plague, War—these are the cata-
clysms that sweep away tribes and cities and nations, and oi
these only the last can be laid to the authorship of man
Qur race is precariously ventured amid such perils and furies
that we seem to be rather the toy of some Cosmic Beast
than the children of a kindly Providence. \Why, only today,
in China there is Famine and Plague—parents selling their
children, men dying like rats in their holes of the ulcerous
pest, throughout the land the odor of burning bodies whereoi
the smoke ascends hourly to Heaven,—so that, could we sec
it, in the presence of such awful visitation all prejudice of
white and yellow would be forgotten and there would re-
main with us only the consciousness of our common human-
ity embarked in a fearful and pitiful struggle with a too
cruel and conquering outer Nature,

In matters such as these, distinctions of race and nation
and time disappear. \We are in the presence of an elemental
Fact ever terribly pertinent to our mortal estate, and we
come, it seems to me, as near to achieving that transnrission
of the temporal into the tinreless, which the Absolutist Philos-
ophers give us as the mark of their Absolute God, as it s
likely to be given us to come. Certainly, no man can read
the verses with which Lucretius finds it fitting to close his
analysis of “the Nature of Things™ without surrendering
all account of time and distance to the present sense of m-
tolerable disaster, timelessly empoisoning the substance oi
the world :—

Then troop on truop to disease and death they Fell:
First with the head consumed in fiery heats,

Suffusing fame the two eyes ruddying;

Whilst the blackened throat did sweat and ulcers choked
The pathway of the voice, and the thick tongue—
That erst didd utter forth the very soul—

Qozed heavily with blood and clogged with pain;
Trom throat to breast, and thence into the heart—
The heartsick heart itsetf,—til] the strong disease
The utmast holds of life had broken down,

And the fetid breath did issue from the mouth
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Like odors of decay from men not dead;

And strength of mind with strength of body failed,
Anguish of soul companioning with pains
Unbearable, tilf all the air did groan

With sobs and lamentations, and men sank

Like suppliants at the portal of the tomb.

And bone and member burning with disease,
Some to chill streams their naked bodies gave;
While into decp welly still athers headlong plunged,
Seeking, with mouth agape, the cooling spring.—
Yet such their thirst, the heavy drafts they ook,
Bodies immersed, were futile as salt tears,

As tiny hard-wrung tears, to siake desire;

And so they lay, uneaséd and undone;

Nor heard the speils fow-muttered in dumb fear
O'er sufferers who warned their pleading eyes,
Glamored with pain and reft of soothing sleep,
Where over all Death bore his lordly sign....

Amid these ills was onc ill big with woe,
With piteous woe, how each, who himself beheld
Tangled with weedy death, like one condemned
Gave over hope of life and grieving lay
At watch for spectral Fate, that he might send
His spirit forth in greeting. And in sooth,
Time never was the avid plague did cease
To raven on men as men were woolly flocks
Or hornéd kine: so murder multiplied
For those, death-fearful, who in lust of life
Fled irom their sick, ‘twas but 3 little time
Ere answering vengeance came and gave them up,
Emptied of aid, to harsh and shameful doom,
Whereas for those who lingered near, of toil
And dread contagion they did die, all they
Whom shame compelled to hear the mingled voice
Of plaintive supplication and long woe:

Till ali men noble thus their Lethe found....

Nor burial remained—that sepulture
Hallowéd in the city from of old: '
For panic was on all, and ¢ach hurt man
Entombed his sacred dead as best he could—
Though more there were more horribly persuaded,
Who clamoring, upon another’s pyre
Heaped high the dismal dead, set to the torch,
And oft with noisy brawl and oft with blood
They wrangled round the corpses of their kin

VIIL

L.ucretius’ description of the plague at Athens is taken
almost phrose for ehrase drom Thuevdiles’ more coldly
dreadful nareattve of the voam. *\: 1o ats probable origin
or the causts whih spw-t~ -’-‘_bmihj have produced such a
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disturbance of nature,”” remarks Thucydides, " every man,
whether a physician or not, will give s own opinion.”

Every man will have his own opinion. WWe know what
would have been the opinion of Eliphaz the Temanite, and
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite:—

Who ever perished being innocent? or where were the

Behold God will not cast away a perfect man, neither wiil he
help the evil doers.....

What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is harn
of a woman, that he should be righteous?.....

His bones are full of the sin of his youth, which shali lie
down with him in the dust.

We know this opinion, for it has been the essential task
of Christian theology to make of it a2 reasonable opinion. Al
the pitiful subtlety of Christian logicians, from Origen to
Jonathan Edwards, has been spent to show that God's Wil
is throughout just and beneficent, and that human suffering
and sin is the inevitable outcome of the creation of a human
will in the image of the Divine. We know this opinion,
and the degradations of sensibility and inteiligence to which
it has reduced human minds: ‘ Babes, Thieves, Heathen
and Heretics ' is the title of 2 poem published by Wiggles
worth of Boston in 1700, celebrating the hell God wills forf
the unbaptized and the unclean, for little children, the ig-
norant, and the outcast.*

* Burton's Augfomy (Partition III, Section 4, Member ii} contains
somc pages of really terrible reading; veiled though they be in groteque
erudition, these pages none the less reveal the bared teeth of fanaticism and
the raw wounds of despair. Subsection 1, of this Member concerns:
" Rehgmus Melancholy in Defect Parties aﬁected Epicures, Atheists, Hyp>
crites, worldly secure, Carnalists, all impious Persons, impenitent Sinners.
&c.” “That grand sin of atheism or impiety. ... monstrosam melancholiam”
appears to be the most heinous of the offences. “* It cannot stand with Gods
goodness, protection and providence (as Saint Chrvsostom in the Dialect of
stich discontented persons) to see and suffer one man to be lame, another mad,
a third poor and miserable all the days of his life, a fourth grievously tof-
mented witk sickness and aches, to his last hour. Are these signs and works
of God's providence, to let one man be deaf, another dumb? A poor bonest
fellow lives in disgrace, woe and want, wretched he is: whenas g
caitiff abounils in saperfluity of wealth, keeps whores, parasites,
wil) himself': Hdudis, fupiter, hace? Talia mulla consect
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We know this opinion well; and we are only less familiar
with that of Elithu the son of Barachel:—

behold God is great, and we know him not, neither can the
number of his years be searched out... With God is terrible
tnajesty !

lehovah himselfi is not unmindful of the advantages of
Elihu's point of view; for it is this which he assumes in re-
proving his servant Job (preliminary, to be sure, to making
things right with Job):—

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?
declare, if thou hast understanding.

Who hath laid the measures thereoi, if thou knowest? or who
hath stretched the line upon it?

Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid
the cornerstone thereof:

Frehengionis sermonem erga Der prowdentiam contexunt, Thus they mutter
and object {see the rest of their arguments in Mersennus in Genesin, and
in Campanclla, amply confuted,) with many such vain cavils, well known not
worthy the recapitulation or answering; whatsoever they pretend, they are
mlerim of little or to teligion.”

It is an exny confutation! and of a kind which theclogians have begun ta
bnd ineffectual,—though im Barton's day there were, of courae, other persua-
sions than rcason....” Instar omuium, the most copious confuter of atheists,”
says Borton, iz Marinus Mersenous in his Commentaries on Genesis; with
Campanella’s Atheisiug Triumphatus, He sets down at large the causes of
this brutish passion (seventeen in number I take it), answers all their argu-
nents and sophisms, which he reduceth to twenty-six heads, proving withal
his own assertion: ‘' There is a God, such a God, the true and sole God. by
thirty-five reasons. His Colophon is how to resist and repress atheism and to
that purposc he adds four especial means or ways, which whoso will may
profitably peruse.”

An intercsting side-light upon the genial personality of this Marinus
Mersennus, and incidentally a notion of some of the atheistical “ arguments
snd sophisms,” appears in another ' Subsection®:  Mersennus says our author
" makes mention of a desperate friend of his, whom, amongst athers, he came
to visit and exhort to patience, that broke out into most blasphemous
atheistica! speeches, too fcarful to relate when they wished him to trust in
God, Quir cst ille Deus (inguis) ut servigm illi, guid proderit si oraverim; s
pracscns ext, cur now succurrit? cur mom me corcare, iedis, squalore com-
feciwm fiberoi? quid ego feci? &e., absit a me hujusmods Dens. Another nf
ttis acquaintance broke into like atheistical blasphemies, upon his wife's
death raved, cursed, said and did he cared not what, And so for the
mosl part of it with them all...." We can imagine what a sort Job's
romforter this Mersennus was! Rather than accompany such Christian
reasoners Lo e sidvmbigns puet ob us wendd ioose, [ imagine the company
of those  wineroilo ot sjomr. that go b hell o 5 lethargy,” as Burten puts it.
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When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of

Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her
nest on high?

She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the
rock, and the strong place.

From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar
off.

Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are,
there is she ..... )

Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? he
that reproveth God, let him answer it.

The whole Mohammedan world has adopted the attitude
of Elihu. “ God wills it,” is the answer to every affliction
and the excuse for every atrocity. Human reason abne-
gates its proper function; and with reason departs humanity.
Job was never more hereft of comfort than is Moslem the
ology of gentleness and nobility.

Fatalism in the East, Diabolism in the West,—to such
pass are we brought when the theologian reasons with suffer-
ing! In order to maintain the purity of God, the virtoe of
man is denied; and only a mercitul grace from above can
effect his salvation. The physicians, says Thucydides, were
among the first victims of the plague; and those who nursed
the sick, “ especially those who aspired to heroism,” all died

Optimus ko leti genus ergo guisque subibat—

Lucretius puts it: “ the nobler men suffered this manner of
death.” Job's comforters and Christian theologists would
have seen no noble men; and the Oriental would not have
cared,

VIIIL

There is a certain ideal of the religious mind, essentially
a mood of devotion rather than a theological insight. with
which I have profound sympathy. This is the ideal of the
spirit at peace: unquestioning and unwavering trust in 3
Power benignly removed from human pain and puzzle, vet
solicitously provident of men’s destinies and tenderly com-
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passionate of the least of mortal ills—faith in an All-Wise
Father, whose hurt is but a kindly cure, who chasteneth
whom he loveth, whose mercy endureth forever,—faith in a
Father's Wisdom,—faith, and the soul at peace.

The charm in this ideal can hardly fail to appeal to any
mant long beset with the futility of human reasonings or
over-wegried with the tale of human blind endeavors., It
is an ideal which has very much in common with that of
“return to Nature”; there is the same relinquishment of
the distinctively human interests, the same turning from
participation in affairs to restful contemplation of that which
needs nor change nor emendation, the same sense oi being
caught up into the luminous tranquility of unsullied heavens.
What is peculiar to the religious view is the sympathetic
friendliness which it gives to Nature, the Fatherliness of the
God for whom Nature is but the outer expression and the
cloak: not the veiled face of the Almighty, but the veiled
face of the All-Compassionate.

Before it was Christian this ideal was Hebrew. and
(ireek as well as Hebrew. It was not Hellenic in the sense
in which the great thought of Plato and Aristotle was Hel-
lenic; but it entered early into Greek conception and gath-
ered in intensity as men's hopes found less and less to sup-
port them in this world, and turned more and more to the
regard of a world withdrawn. In the very moraing of
Greek philosophy, mid the flux and inconstancy of sense,
Heraclitus found one thing whereto the understanding man
could strongly cleave, one thing fixed and constant—the liv-
ing law of Nature: * For sustaining all human laws is one,
the Law Divine, which prevaileth where it will, and sufficeth
for all, and surpasseth all.”” " The many live as il they
possessed a wisdom peculiarly their own ”; and “ they deem
some things just and some unjust, but to God all things are
heautiful and good and just.”

With trust in a providential law Heraclitus thus com-
bines an intellectual, moral and wsthetic perception of Na-
ture's inward harmonv. These two moods of thought—
Providence and Harmony- -ave Uswe prime mulices to that
whole Stoic aloofnes- irean the world in which the nobler
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minds of antiguity sought seclusion, as generation by gen-
eration men sank into sorrier ways. The idea of an ulti-
mate point of view reconciling the inconsistencies and con-
flicts of our partial experience of life in one all-conquering
Harmony is a Greek and intellectualist addition to the abne-
gate faith which we find in the Hebrew Oriental, serving to
define the object of this faith; and it is from thg Greek
rather than from the Hebrew that we derive the Christian
notion of the inclusive wisdom of Providence. Stotc and
Hebrew alike emphasize man's ignorance and need for trust,
but the Hebrew rests his faith in an ultimate Power, the
Greek in an eventual Insight into cosmic order.

Thou knowest to make straight the crooked wayvs,
And what te us is Chaes, unto Thee
Is Order, and lovely all unloveliness...

Thus sings Cleanthes (boxer turned Stoic), voicing the Stox
conviction of the final reasonableness and beauty of Nature,
which could make of Nature's harmony a worthy object of
human trust. We have carried the idea over into aur own
view,—but could this alone give quietistic peace? Nay,
there is another element, fundamental alike with Hebrew anad
Stoic and Christian: the utter trust itself,—

Lead, me, O Zeus, lead thow me on!
By ways soe'er Thy wisdom hath nrdained.
Lead me, O Zeus!
T will not fail; or if by weakness *-tamcd
My faltering will by {‘h} Will he constrained?
Lead me, Q Zeus!®
*1 am offering herc a version of the lines of Cleanthes ( Fragment 91,
Pearson; Fragmenis of Zomo and Cleanthesy i —

J'yuu ep' & Zcﬁ, wai @y § werpomaden,
Fxou woll ¥ v,utv elui Barerayuivos,
mdm,uu'y donvos” ’J"“F‘?a"\”
wunds yudpevos, udbty Hrrov ofopus.

My paraphrase is purposely free and lyrical, for the sake of bringing the
urterance into nearer comparison with the modern example ; hat [ think tha
it is not untroe to the sentiment of the lines or to the temper o! Clanthes
This sentiment is strikingly anzlogous to that of the hymn to Zens in te
Agamemnan, especiatly the magnificent strephe (11, 176-83), bqnn:
" Who hath set for men the way of wisdom, who hath bound learning to
fering.”
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Is not the devotion of the reformed boxer, despite the dif-
ference of centuries and of c¢reeds, the same beautiful faith
which inspires that finest of our modern English hymns?

Lead, kindly Light, amid th’ encircling gloom,
Lead thou me on!

The night is dark, and I am far from home;
Lead thou me on!

Keep thou my feet; 1 do not ask to see

The distant scene; one atep enough for me.

Is it not the same devotion, spoken again and again, by
Pagan and hy Christian, wherever man has felt at once the
need and the presence of a controlling and consoling Power,
—spoken again and again, though never by merely mortal
lips. more nably than in the great ‘words of the greatest of
relizious poets:—

L la sua volovtate ¢ nostra pace....

“ His Will is our Peace:
“It is that Sea whercunto all things move—
* Al things that be creates, and Nature's allt™

IX.

Aud yet,—can we step here without the vision of India?

*T'he shining drop slips into the shining sea.,. The
~hining drop slips into the shining sea...” [ seem to see a
thousand times a thousand yogins, sitting immutable in the
scorching sun, nwuttering their ancient formulas: to their
eves the pageant of life is like a wavering nurage sprung
from the heat and distances of the desert; and to their ears
the timbrels of wild devotees and the plaintive wailing of
children in famine alike sound distant and meaningless. Joy
is iltusion; pain is illusion: life is illusion.... * The shining
drop slips into the shining sea....” And answering these
are the disciples of Buddha, seeking eternal somnolence.
“Om mani padme hum... Om mani padme hum... ‘O
the Sacred Jewel in the Lotus... O the Sacred Jewel in
the Lotus...” {Jm o padme o, . Joy is illusion;
pain is illusion: life b illosiow. ™ O wans pasdiee hum,, "

©oel IU:{I'
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inspiration to us who are given in bond to material pain
and imperfection. He saw Beauty as at once the pattern of
ideality and the essence of actuality, operating eternally for
the salvation of a world eternally in need of salvation,
Plato was no monistic denier of evil; rather he said that what
counts in the world is Goodness and Beauty, and that Beauty
is the proper and inseparable form of Goodness; Beauty is
the countenance of the Noble and the Divine.

It was the vivid recogmnition of evil and ugliness that
brought, in a later and darker age, Plotinus' clearer expres-
sion of that factor of pain and suffering which enters into
every profound experience of Beauty. For love of beanty,
says Plotinus, being at once a reminiscence and an aspiration
—a reminiscence of charm that can recur but can never be
retained, an aspiration after glories than can be momentarily
glimpsed but never achieved,—love of beauty is therefore
both joy and suffering, self-exaltation and self-immolation.
In the words of a later and nobler Platonist it is * the un-
known God of unachieved desire.”

And this word from Giordano Bruno brings us once more
to the last and finest manifestation of Beauty—in Nobility
of character, Here, if ever, the ideal is made real in human
experience, and as the jewel emerges from its matrix, the
butterfly from its chrysalis, beautiful nature breaks free irom
brute nature. Here, if ever, we find life *“at its highest
dynamic.”

The long ritual of human heroes and saints and sages,—
do we not therein define the highest worth and the highest
truth of life? Achilles, Aneas, Beowulf, Roland, Arthur. ..
Socrates, Boethius, Bruno, Spinoza... Saint Stephen,
Saint Polycarp, Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Catherine of
Siena. Pere Damien de Veuster... Sanctus Petrus, Sanctus
Paylus, Sanctus Johannus, Sancta Maria... Do we not
herein set our final valuation on the world, proclaiming that
the beauty of the life which is kingly mid suffering is at once
the crown and the cross of creation?

What, then, of the Providence in which these lives
trusted ?

The man in Kansas held that the impuissance of Provi-
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dence proves that * gods and souls do not exist.” So long
as we regard God as the sort of being which the Absolute
Idealists make of Him, I think that the Kansas man'’s infer-
ence is just. But defining Divinity as 1 have defined i, as
the incarnation of a contending but not all-conquering
Beauty and Righteousness in the midst of a Nature which is
never wholly beautiful nor wholly righteous, defining it as
that Cosmic Life whose creative being is conditioned by its
enveloping Chaos, so defining Divinity there is not only n»
irrationality, but there is positive necessity for human fash
in it. :

The necessity is the necessity of experience as we know
it, having that degree of humanistic integrity which we find
in reason and image in art, There is to my mind validity n
Descartes' cogite erge sum, and also in the ontological argu-
ment. The truth and beauty which men perceive is genuine.
even if relative; it holds good for our part of Nature at all
events. 1 think that it is absurd to maintain that our pan
is the whole, even in form: but I do not therefore question
its validity as a part. Rather 1 believe that human insight
is the one stronghold of faith in a more than human Beauty.

But it is a faith; not in any logical sense a certainty. It
is a2 faith in a human center, 2 human eddy, if I may so figure
it, in the enveloping chaos. It is a faith which may best be
described in,  Kantian terms as the a priori form of ali ow
understanding. Our reason is founded in this faith; take il
away and with it disappears the consecutiveness and ration
ality of all experience. We are left in the flux of rhapsodical
sensations, clinging to the filmy illusions of mental cobwebs.

The fact of living does not permit us to accept such i
lusoriness as possible; the mere fact of continuing life com-
pels our faith in a reason which is more comprehensive than
man’s reason, as history is more comprehensive than an -
dividual life. Such an inclusive reason could only be a Di-
vine reason—a Divine mind of which man's is the image; and
this, I believe, 1s the essential validity of the ontological ar-
gument.

And now as to immortal souls.

Human science and reason are grounded in the faith that
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order the empire of the Gods.” Love is the beginning of
law and order. both naturai and supernatural; love is the
source of all that is humaniy friendly in the world. of all
therefore that men name divine. “ First Chaos was, and
then broad-bosomed Earth, and after Love.,” And this crea-
tive Love is love of the Beautiful. This is what Plato adds
to the mythic truth that was ancient even with Hesiod
Love is the love of beauty, and * of generation and birth in
Beauty.” lL.ove is love of Beauty, and it seeks Beauty, as
Love must ever seek: and it generates Beauty, and brings
the Beautiful to birth. But because, as Plato elsewhere says,
it is by Beauty that all beautiful things become beautiful.”
hecause Beauty hersell must ever remain a far and beatific
vision, revealing herself but partially and inconclusively i
the world of life and generation, because of this, Love, which
is love of Beauty, is love of an Ideal which can never be per-
fectly realized, but must ever remain the pattern of aspira-
tion for men and for gods. * Wherefore,” he says, *love
ts of immortality.”

Is not this the core of humanism, and of truth?

And is it not—uverily, is it not also the essence of ail those
adumbrate philosophies (myths, we call them) which have
been and are the uplifted symbols of man’s redemption from
brutality and chaotic destruction ?

With the ancientest civilization this myth emerges
Forms huge and monstrous, like material exhalations of
tropic earth, are these old Egyptian deities, seeming to ws
more like the Jinn of Saracen necromancers—dead gods re-
vealed to seers of the dead—than like vital embodiments oi
human imagination. Yet what pods have ruled tonger on
this Earth than Isis and her lord Osiris? Sel and Nut, Earth
and Sky. were their parents, and monstrous Typhon was their
haif-brother. On the day that Osiris was born a loud vokr
proclaimed the birth of a King of Men; and in his incarnate
life he drew men, says Plutarch, from a beggarly and bestial
way of living. teaching them the use of grain and the mean-
ing of law: by poetry and music and sweet persuasion he wov
them to the finer life, nor had he any need of arms Lo estab-
tish his power. But Typhon, his half-brother, hated him
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forth from his Kingdom, to far-away Tlapallan. Yet, swl
the Axtecs. hie will return again in glory, bringing salvation.

And i Mithras did not the unconguered Sun himseli—
first-liorn of Heaven—descend unto a soffering atonemen
that men might immortally be saved? The Powers of Il
prevailed.—but only Dbecause their vision was brief and
blinded : i the ages to come, the ages they could not reud,
he who so suffered for men was to save them through the
very intensity of his passion. '

And Prometheus. stark-stretched upon the grim ses
heaten erag. suffering an age-told agony, because he loved
men overmuch?!, .. Great Olympus shook with the lauglier
of the Gods, while the gaunt Titan with Titanic soffering
expiated the crimes of Chaos and purchased with his blood
for mortal men an mamortal Beauty.

Race after race, religion aiter religion, men have uplitel
to human imagination the great symbol of a Love that can
Sacrifice for a1 Beauty that can Redeem. .\l the image of a
Man of Sorrows has become the image of that Divinity i
Nature of which hwunan nobility is the only fgure and' i
which man’s life is his utter confession of faith.  And i w
this faith men have found a faith in a life eternal, that is eniy
hecause our mortal mood compels this: for love is the low
of Beauty, and Beauty is the ideal and pattern of Life itsell.
" Wherefore love is of immortality.”

LU'niversity of Nebraska, fancaln, Nelh.

(TS i_gil
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BOOK REVIEW,
Three Pamphlets by Enrico Meorselli,

No. 1. " Suila cosi detta dematerializzazione d'un medium:
Articulo in difesa d'una citazione.” (On the supposed demater-
ialization of a medium: Article in defense of a quotation.)

No. 2. “Attachi e vontra attachi sul terreno de la psicologia
supernormale. Esame critico-comparativo di una opera recente,
sul ‘Problema dell’ Anima'". (Attacks and counter attacks
on the subject of supernormal psychology. Comparative and
critical exammination of a recent work on * The Problem of the
soul )

No. % “latorno al Ignoto, Fakiri e case infestate in un
conflittoy sullo spiritismo.  Prima riposta a Cesare Lombroso del
Prof. Enrico Morselli.” (Concerning the unknown, Fakirs and
haunted houses in conflict with spiritism. Prof. Morselli’s first
answer to Cesare Lombroso,)

These three pamphlets contain Prof. Morselli's answer to
criticisms of his work entitled * Psicologia e Spiritismo ™. The
first one is a letter published in a spiritistic Journal called " i
Veltro 7, and is addressed to a certain “ Minuscalus ™ who ac-
cuses Prof. Morsetli of incorrectly quoting and criticising an
account by Aksakoff of the dematerialization of a medivm, Mimne,
iI'Esperance.

The secomd ome attacks Innocenzo Calderone’s wuork, " 11
I'roblema dell’ Anima “, which is supposed tg be a refutation of
Morselli's own book, * Dsicologia e Spiritismo™. In order to
form a judgment of the case one would have to read the two
books and study the claims of the antagonists: but even the one-
swled view of the subject obtained from the pamphleis shows
that the bone of contention is the spiritistic theory, which Prof,
Morselli vigorously declares does not agree with his mental
temperament.  Ile in fact savs that the object of © Psicologia e
Spiritisma 7 is to explain mediumistic phenomena by natural
psvchology, excluding the transcendental. and to demonstrate
that the authenticity of medivmistic phenomena does not con-
vince one of the truth or even of the scientific possthility of the
spiritistic theory. The greatest concession, he savs., which can
he made at present to the advocates of spirito-psvchism is that
mediumistic powers are probably the manifestation of natural
forces cnrculatlng in or emanating from the huwman organism,
which for the time being could he called bia-psychic,

Mo
'
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I'he title of the third pamphiet and its opeuning paragraph,
quoted below, will | think sufficiently explain I'rof. Morselli's
attitude. _

=1, savs Morselli, * the publication of my hook, * Psicologia
e Spiritismio ', has no other result than to induce Cesare Lombross
1o dectare more explicitly his inclination toward the spiritistic
hypothesis, | should consider myself well repaid for the eriti-
cisms of the famous Maestro. ‘I'he falling into line of a Lom-
broso witlt the believers in the survival of the human personality
and the possibility of communication between the living and the
dead constitutes an event of grave significance in the presem
crisis of scientific and philosophic thought., Every student
psychnlogy onght to recognize its historic importance.” .

LOUISE L. de MONTALVO.

Ll '“RI‘
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SPIRITUAL HEALING.
By James H. Hyslop.

In an eariler number of the fournal I discussed a work
of Mr. Podmore on *‘ Mesmerism and Christian Science " and
examined at length the claim that “suggestion™ would
prove a scientific explanation of cures said to have lLeen
effected in remarkable ways. 1 cannot discuss this matter
again, but must refer readers to that paper for what is in-
dorsed in the present one. The paper was a review of Mr.
Podmore’s book and will be found in Vol. 1V of the Journal,
pp. 1-29. While recognizing the legitimacy of the term
" suggestion " as a descriptive one of a situation in certain
cures which defied understanding in the ordinary way, I con-
tended that it was no explanation of the facts and that we
had vet to find the cause of the cures referred to this source.
But I made one important statement which I wish here to
nuote and it was made with the point of view of the present
article in mind. 1 said:—

" We know that man will not act unless he is more or
less obliged to do so in reaction to environment, so that
possiblvy psychology may have to revise a doctrine that has
prevailed ever since Leibnitz and Kant, namely the origin of
all subjective phenomena in the spontaneous action of the
subject, Quite possibly we may have to recognize that,
whatever we assign to spontaneous action, the instigation
may come from without. I w¢ arc ever iwrced 1) this view

Tt 1'31-
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of the “ natural” and thus embarrass or refute his antagon-
ists. The whole controversy was the old one of different
temperaments of mind. One looked at “nature™ as the
expression of fixed law and the other as an order in which
capricious agencies might intervene in its behavior, Both
refused to be reconciled or to admit that they were as igno-
rant as each thought the other.

It is no task of this article to reconcile the two disputants.
They seem to the present writer to be mere sticklers for
terms which are alike unless for purposes of controversy.
The “natural” and the *“ supernatural ” ts a dead antithesis.
Neither term means anything but the memory or a fossil of
the dead. The only difference between them is the associa-
tion of respectability with the one and of unrespectability
with the other. Few, if atiy, could tell us any more about the
* natural ¥ than could be told about the * supernatural.”
Hence I refuse to drag that old question into the problem
here, and the reason for this will be apparent later,

One of the interesting features of the doctrine of "sugges-
tion " was that it was as much opposed to the physical inter-
pretation of the facts as anything “ supernatural " could he
supposed to be. The ancient “natural” was convertible
with the physical and at the time that “ suggestion” came
forward as an explanation, or supposed explanation, of cer-
tain phenomena the physical and the “ natural” were con-
vertible with the idea of external causation. To make
*“ suggestion ' a cause of the phenomena in opposition to the
“ supernatural ¥ which was also external, and also to make
“ suggestion " an internal or subjective cause was equally to
oppose the “natural” or physical as external agents. It
was thus equally opposed to the “ natural ” and the “ super-
natural,” tho these were supposed to exhaust the possibilities
of reality. It made or implied at least three sources of
causation, the “ natural,” the “ supernatural ” and something
else not named. Of course, the Mesmeric fluid, “ QOdylic
force” animal magnetism, and other allied theories appar-
ently or avowedly excluded what was then supposed gen-
erally to be the “ supernatural ” tho they soon ran into it, and
beguiled many scientific temperaments into the support of
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them in some form. They were external forces. But “sug-
gestion " was a subjective one and implied an abandonment
of the “natural” as an external cause, putting that in the
subject of the phenomena and so setting aside the whole
principle of physical causation, namely, external and objective
activity. But it made this causation quite as unconscious
as if it were physical, never allowing it freedom or intel-
ligence, tho 2scribing to it powers beyond either intelligence
or physical reality! This movement developed into just this
very conception of mental powers and the whole breed of
“ mental healers ” took the cue to magnify the powers and
faculties of the mind, tho making them independent of the
intelligent functions of the mind. * Suggestion” became a
miracle performer, acting without any analogies from either
mind or matter and never betraying in this action any resem-
blance to things known in experience. It resolved mysteries
by making them still more mysterious and men thought they
had thus explained things. Unless we assume that the cause
is a free and intelligent one, explanations usually or always
imply that the cause is external to the subject in which the
event appears. Not so with the advocates of " suggestion.”
They make the cause subjective and hence the miraculous
power of *ideas,” tho the same ideas all our lives have been
as impotent to produce effects as the sun would be to shine
through a brick wall, As a term to eliminate certain sup-
posed causes ' suggestion” has been very useful, bhut as 2
real cause to explain things the term offered no refuge and
advocates of it might have had some sense of humor about
it, and if they had had this they might have had reasons for
further investigation. But they, like the people they were
fooling, were content with any term which did not indicate
mystery on the surface. It sufhced to find that the uniforn-
ity of coexistence and sequence was subjective instead of
ohjective, and then they rested at that achieverment. They
should have realized that investigation had only begun whes
they found “ suggestion.” The mystery was only increased,
not explained.

“ Suggestion " implied subjective causation without iree
and intelligent or free action, and vet the result was rational
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which was only a derangement of normal chemical processes.
But the forced admission that mind, tho subconscious, was
a causal agent as implied in “suggestion” was a Limita
tion on the chemical theory of medicine, uniess we made
mind a chemical agent, and Cartesian dualism, to say noth-
ing of religious ideas based upon this dualism, would not
admit any such conception of the mind. But * suggestion”
implied mental causation where materialismn had always
made it a phenomenal effect of matter, and so rudely shook
the foundations of medical chemistry, until now the medical
world is frankly beginning to doubt the supreme efficacy of
drugs in therapeutics, tho reserving a field for their exclo-
sive application, that ol organic disease, and applying * sug-
gestion ” to functional troubles. The extreme materialists,
however, insist that the distinction between organic and func-
tional diseases is valid only with the provision that we have
not ascertained the real causes of the functional diseases
and may find them organic also when we know more. This
may be true, but it does not alter the difference between the
method of treating them, especially when the functional dis-
eases are mental and where * suggestion ” performs its most
striking miracles. If we can show that mental troubles are
as much due to chemical influences as are the organic, and if
we can show that “‘ suggestion” only employs the chemical
powers of the mind, we may reconcile the two points of view.
Whether any such thing can be done does not interest us at
present, and I only allude to the idea for the sake of justify-
ing the admission of ignorance as to the relation between
mind and matter. For all that we know the mind as well as
matter may have chemical properties. This supposition will
shock the longstanding dualist, but it will not shock modem
physics, or the philosopher of monistic leanings, I neither
know nor care at the present stage of the problem whether
is true or not. We have to abide the study of the facts.
The main point to know at present is that the theory of
" suggestion ” has destroyed the omnipotence of drugs as we
have applied them in the past. But nevertheless “ sugges
tion ” had a flavor of the mechanical theory about it. The
process was not conscious by which the mind effected it
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cures. It was all unconscious and could be called mental
only because it was not due either to external agency in
general or to drugs in particular, but there were analogies
in what we knew of conscious mental states that indicated
that “ suggestion’ belonged to the mental world of infiu-
ences,

These analogies in normal life consisted in the well known
effects of conscious states on the organism and upon many
of its functions. Excitement and anger affect the muscles
and the action of the heart, and the stomach as well. Diges-
tion is affected by anger and fear. Worry often breaks down
the health in every functional field, the weakest being most
quickly affected. Joy may stimulate life and its functions to
better action. The whole general effect of emotion is
such that Spencer can generalize it by saying that pleasure
increases life and pain decreases it. The melancholy emo-
tions affect the action of the liver and other organs as well.
Grief will destroy the appetite. The very consciousness of
pain affects the circulation at a2 point in the organism that
has been injuried. The physician has always depended on
cheerfulness in his patient for helping him in his work, tho
he may not have encouraged this with the consciousness
that cheerfulness was a potent influence. He merely found
that cheerful patients recovered more easily and more rapidly
than those who were not cheerful,

All these facts made the theory of " suggestion” more
acceptable and tended to prove it a mental phenomenon, It
was but an extension into the subconscious of what we found
occasionally at least in the conscious, and when the subcon-
scious became a recognized agency of the mind * sugges-
tion " obtained a more powerful ally, But it was mental,
in so far as it did not depend on material agencies, and it
was mechanical, in so far as it was not conscious or voli-
tional, It did not involve an appeal to the intellectual and
moral nature of the patient. It relied on presumably non-
volitional forces, the subconscious which lay at least on the
borders of the material. The cures established by it were
like the effects of reflexes. They were due to blind causes,
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was he or not I had no means of verifying and do not care.
The important thing was to ascertain that he himself had
that conviction and that the phenomena were precisely like
those which we get through other psychics. When I asked
some of his patients ii they did not think that he did his work
through the agency of spirits they said emphatically that he
did not and that it was done by clairvoyance! As if that
explained the matter. He had purposely used the term to
conceal the real nature of the phenomena and they were will-
ing to be fooled. They told me that they would not go near
him if they thought it was spirits!!  People would be cured
if it was clairvoyance, but they would not be cured if it was
spirits! They love so well to be humbugged.

I do not assume here that the man's claims were legiti-
mate or that spirits had anything to do with his work. 1
am only showing that his phenomena assumed the form of
those which we find in association with evidence of such
agencies and they remained uninvestigated by either the
medical fraternity or the psychologist. They suggested pos-
sibilities that no man would investigate, while the world was
ringing the changes on “suggestion” which it no more
understood than it did mediumship and clairvoyance.

I had another experience of some worth in this field.
My own health broke down in 1901 and I went to the moun-
tains for possible restoration of it. The trouble was a com-
bination of nerve prostration and tuberculosis, Some time
after 1 had taken up my residence in a sanatorium, the con-
trols in the Piper case spontaneousiy took up the matter and
gave an accurate diagnosis of the trouble and prescribed a
diet and medicine for it. Unfortunately the value of this
work was somewhat impaired in its evidential aspects by
the fact that the newspapers had heralded far and wide my
breakdown from tuberculosis, and it is possible that Mrs.
Piper might have seen some account of it, so that the diagno-
sis cannot be regarded as strikingly evidential. There were
some features in it that could not involve any knowiedge
from what the papers had said nor be implied by any
such casual knowledge as she had about tuberculosis. The
diet and medicine prescribed were quite different from the
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recognized practice at that time, tho quite consonant with
the principles invelved in what the physicians recommended.
Careful study of it will reveal to any one some evidence that
the diagnosis and prescription could not have been wholly a
subliminal result of previously acquired knowledge. But
the main point is that the work was associated with the
supernormal in other matters where the subconscious could
not be invoked to explain them. (Ci. Proccedings Am, 8. P.
R. Vol. TV, pp. 456-467.)

I saw at a glance that T had no escape from testing the
diagnosis and prescription by appeals to the physicians. As
soon as I received the records from Dr. Hodgson, then liv-
ing, who had received them through Mrs. Piper at one of his
sittings, I went to the physician and had him make a careful
examination, making a record of the facts. I did not tell him
what had been done by Mrs. Piper. When he had finished
I asked him about the liver and kidneys, which had been men-
tioned through Mrs. Piper and not noticed by the physictans,
and his examination confirmed what had been stated through
Mrs. Piper. I then told him of the diagnosis and also in-
formed him of the diet and medicine prescribed. He ap-
proved of the diet as a good one and also the prescription,
tho he said physicians did not now use what he said was 2
good diuretic. I lived up to the diet and prescription for the
prescribed six weeks and had another examination. The in-
crease in weight had been the same as under the regular
physicians, the uric acid disappeared, which it had not done
under the physician’s treatment, and my cough and expecto-
ration had decreased for the first time. After the six weeks
I kept up the diet but dropped the diuretic as a regular medi-
cine tho resorting to it at times later,

There was not any direct spiritual healing in this process,
and I do not refer to it for indicating that., Neither can I
quote it as proof of even spiritistic intervention. It would
require more and better evidence to sustain any such thesis.
But T do refer to it to illustrate the kind of phenomena which
require investigation that could easily be made had we the
means for doing it rightly,

I experimented with a private lady on the diagnosis of
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deeper trance came on was the change of circulation and tem-
perature of her arm. Her hand and arm became quite cold
This meant that the deeper trance, in suspending the tonicin-
fluence of consciousness on the organism alse modified the
circulation of the blood. The vital functions and their action
were so cohesively associated with those of consciousness
that the suspension of the latter tended to carry with them
the suspension or diminution of the former. ‘This hindered
the right functioning for getting automatic writing easily,
\What was needed was a more ready dissociation of the vital
function from the mental, so that the normal mechanical op
erations of the body and automatic machinery might be free
to act in a normal manner. In this way the invasions of for-
eign consciousness might be more effective in their actios
upon them, The process would more distinctly resemble the
normal action of the organism. In this situation I suggested
to the controls that 1 thought they should do something 10
increase the heart action and the circulation of the blood
The suggestion was accepted and in a few months the circu
lation improved, the temperature of the hand and arm be
came normal, save in a few instances where the difficuity in
communicating was great, and the results were much -
proved. That is, the dissociation of the vital functions from
the mental became such that the mental could be suspended
without greatly affecting the vital, if at all, and the traosmis
sion of messages became better.

Now the critic may say that all this was due to “sug-
gestion " and not to spirits. I can well accept that objection.
as I am here endeavoring to explain ‘ suggestion” itseli
which I do not regard as an explanation of anything. We
must remember that all these phenoniena of associated and
dissociated functions were accompanied by evidence of the
supernormal purporting to be the work of discarnate spirits.
Communications from the dead were their accompaniment,
30 that the spiritistic theory cannot be separated from these
alterations of physiological action,

It should be remembered also that in more than one psy-
chic, three within my knowledge. Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Smeat.
and Mrs. Chenoweth, the constant claim has been that the
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discarnate can use different nervous centers for their work.
This claim was well substantiated in the case of Mrs, Piper
who, at one time, could carry on automatic writing with both
hands and automatic speech with the vocal organs, all simul-
taneously. I have had this tried with Mrs. Chenoweth and
slightly succeeded., But the use of different brain or nervous
centers for the work means a certain kind of dissociation of
function, and the possibility of different discarnate spirits
acting simultaneously on different centers for different pur-
poses and indeed the whole process, when closely observed,
takes on the characteristics of just this form of cooperative
action, Ip the case of Mrs, Chenoweth, no matter what the-
ory you adopt of the phenomena, there appears a group of
Indians headed by a French priest for the purpose only of
supplying energy for other communicators in special emer-
gencies, particularly when trying to transmit proper names.
Supposing thus that a group of the discarnate is always pres-
ent to sustain normal physiological functions, as is so often
the appearance, we have a situation in which such action may
have very large influences and extensions. In the normal
ltfe of Mrs. Chenoweth she relies on appeals to these foreign
agencies for the regulation of her health and does not call in
a physician for it. But all this means an hypothesis of spirit
influence affecting physiological action and we have only to
ask how far this may go.

In another instance of automatic writing [ observed that
the hand and arm became very cold when the effort was
made to do automatic writing. I took the temperature of
the palm of the hand and it was 94. This I did more than
once. The difficulty of writing at first was very great under
these circumstances, and I had to hold the arm with both
hands and exert all my energy to keep it from violently tear-
ing the paper all to pieces. But as time went on in each ex-
periment the writing became easter and when [ measured the
temperature of the hand at the end of each s¢ance it was 04,
Here the securing of better control was followed by better
circulation and better writing.

In another more striking case I had a similar result. A
young lady had mediumistic powers and wrote automatically
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fected. PBut last spring her right ear again began to give
her trouble and we tried all summer to remedy it in the usual
way. This was by regulating her diet and douching the ear.
But no benefit came of it. When the chorea minor appeared
so distinctly in the fall on our return to the city, I had to
take her out of school. In the meantime I had her in the
care of a physician, a specialist in ear troubles, for the mas-
toid dangers. This was even before I discovered the chorea.
The physician treated her for more than two months jor the
ear trouble and gave it up, saying she would have to have an
operation. I knew what this meant and having no reason to
believe that it would be any better than the first operation,
and no means to pay the bill, I resolved on trying psychic
methods. I had her under another physician for psychic
methods in the chorea and I asked him to give her treatment
for the ear also, while I would do the same. I simply held
her hand and forehead each evening after she retired, using
mental suggestions only and a prayer for the help of a special
personality, In about one month her ear was well, improve-
ment in the chorea also going on at the same time. The
effectiveness of the cure was evidenced by the fact that she
soon afterward caught a severe cold and tho at all times prior
to this a cold had caused a renewal of the trouble in the ear,
it did not do so at this titme, a fact which the doctor re-
marked.

The case is not proof of anything remarkable, as the re-
moval of the child from school and putting her under the
regular treatment for chorea, especially considering that the
ear trouble may have been secondary and an accompaniment
of the chorea, may have resulted in such benefit for the
chorea as to carry with it the improvement of the ear. But
it is interesting to remark that the aurist did not improve
the ear by his methods and that the coincidence is again ot
the side of the psychic healing. It would require much more
to prove anything here, and I do not adduce the incident as
proof of any sort of supernormal therapeutics, It is but on¢
circumstance justifying the considering of possibilities in this
direction and the investigaton of them wherever the oppor-
tunity offers.
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Sleep enough and rest the arms some, but the walks will
help that.

(1 understand.)

No need of medical treatment.

(Would it be good to take some psychic treatment by my
friend ?)

Yes, always. Help comes that way.

At this point I interrupted to have the case of the lad
taken up. Mrs. Chenoweth knew nothing of my habits or
my need of suggestion as to food and walking. Nor would
the reader understand the extraordinary pertinence of the
advice but for the facts known only to myself that 1 had
reason to believe in a need for a better distribution of nutri-
tion over the system. [ have been steadily at work for seven
vears without any rest whatever, using a typewriter much of
the time from morning until late at night, when not experi-
menting, and generafly without any exercise whatever, The
distribution of nutrition to the nervous system has been so
great that the circulation to the extremities has evidently
been curtailed. The advice for walking and establishing a
better balance in the organism is exactly what I had seen
was needed. Not a word of my needs had ever been whis-
pered to the psychic and my hezlthy appearance would not
have suggested it to her. Indeed, every one who has scen
me has remtarked my healthy looking appearance, and so my
health in general has been good, save for threatened indiges-
tion, tn fact, occasional fits of it required attention to diet.
The diet suggested is exactly correct. I had found the need
of curtailing the starches, but the malt was a new sugges-
tion, and perhaps too well known as a tonic to regard as
specially evidential. The henefit of walking I happen to un-
derstand: for I had tried it the previous summer with just
such results as sugpgested here. However, the advice for
rest, it will be remarked, repeats what came from another
source knowing no more about the situation except generally
than Mrs. Chenoweth. But the reference to resting the arms
was especially pertinent, as 1 have had neuritis at times
from the incessant use of a typewriter. Rest for my arms is
one of the necessities.

BTN TR
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I cannot repard this diagnosis and advice, however, as
evidence of any thing remarkable. It is only such as artic-
ulates with other known cases, and contains incidents hardly
due to chance, and mentioned only to help call attention to
methods of diagnosis which might be used on a larger scale,
not to suppiant orthodox methods, but to supplement them
or to be used where they fail, as they often do. e have
to verify such phenomena when they occur by experiment-
mg with the advice, and that is what I have done, finding it
entirely suitable to the situation, as perhaps such advice
would be to a great many people in all sorts of conditions.
But the main point is that the diagnosis is not wrong and
obeying the suggestions did no harm. It would take many
cases to prove anything, but such as this may prove that no
harm comes often where other methods fail. It is an inmci-
dent of some interest that both diagnoses had much the same
conception of the situation, tho one of them, that of the phy-
sician’s wife, came from a mind that knew more abour my
work than did Mrs. Chenoweth. However, the chief peint
is that spiritual diagnosis and healing are among the poss-
bilities, and we have found cases yielding to them which
orthodox medicine abandoned. There is no excuse for neg-
lecting the possibilities, except the prevalence of material-
istic theories. The obstinacy ef the scientific world in turn-
ing aside from the facts is due to nothing else but confidence
in materialisin, With its knowledge of ** suggestion,” which
it has neither explained nor tried to explain, it might con-
cede a little to other points of view. But the belief
spirits is more than materialism can tolerate, tho it will 1ol
erate appeals to the utterly unintelligible to escape the ad-
mission of spiritual agencies. It will not always be so. The
facts are accumulating rapidly enough and such as are here
given, tho not striking enough to invite special interest and
certainly not sufficient in guality or quantity to be proof.
are a part of a collective whole which will some day be taken
as pioneer indications of what would be more striking and
instructive, if we had the hospital means for examining and
treating cases.

The next ilinstration I shall record in a separate narrz-
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tive, tho it may be regarded as a part of this discussion.
The man had recorded his subjective experiments long be-
fore he came to us for treatment and that record 1s inciuded
as a means of testing what was said through two separate
psychics. Several physicians had examined the man and in
default of ability or willingness to cure him recommended s
going to the asylum. He came to me as a more hopeful
alternative and the result has been the man's cure, tho it
took two years to do it. None of the most important evi-
dence in the case can be mentioned outside a medical
journal. But the case is probably one of obsession and of a
type that requires a hospital to treat and the means for ex-
perimenting in proof of what it appears to be on the surface.
But this is not the most important point here. It is a more
striking case than any we have quoted and illustrates more
than they the resources of spiritual healing. It at least has
the advantage of proving that orthodox medicine did not
cure him, whether any thing else is proved or not. The
coincidence is on the side of spiritual healing, and the proof
may be left to the future.

The important peint in the man’s cure, in the opinion
of both of us who had to do with the case, is that ethics
were the chief influence in the result. The man was given
no medicine. | used hypnosis and oral suggestion for some
time and the physician used mental suggestion and hand
contact. But the patient was made to understand that more
depended on his own strength of will and resistance to the
normal perversion that infected his mind. Indeed there
would have been no evidence that transcendent agencies
were concerned at all, but for the diagnosis and the evi-
dence for the supernormal in it, and also the evidence in
other cases that the physician's work was influenced by
spiritual agencies, 1 believe that even these could not have
effected the result, if we had not made it clear that the cure
rested more on the ethical control of his mental states and
the use of his will to suppress or to help suppress the
hallucinations haunting him. It was not to us primarily a
question of spirit obsession: for we might have regarded it
as nothing more than the recognized obsession, that of ideas.
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periment and asked Dr. B. to do what he could, suggesting
the mode of experiment. I advised him to use the automatic
writing of his wife to see if any help could be derived from
that source, and also the clairvoyance of a2 gentleman we both
knew, and thus to see what would happen. Through Dr. B
I got the subject, Mr. C., to write down his experiences, as he
had told them to me. The following is his account written
in his own handwriting. I confirm the account as exactly
the one he told me before he saw Dr. B., except that some
of the things told me were in language a little more bald
than the record. The man was in quite a hysterical condi-
tron and at times trembled like a leaf. At fitst he was quite
calm and self-controlled, but by the time he had told his
story in its details the hysterical symptoms appeared.

It is more than probable that he did not tell me all or the
worst, The expemment with the clairvoyant brought out
that. How much could have been gotten from him by hyp-
nosis I do not know. I had no means of testing the case in
that way and it made no difference for the points that i
wanted to study. It would have been an interesting exper-
ment, but wholly unrelated to the problem which 1 had to
solve or the possibility which I wanted to test independently
of psycho-analysis. It might have brought out things that
he reserved in his normal state, but it would not have
proved any supernormal. What [ wanted to test was
whether the claims of spirit obsession could at least be appar-
ently supported as a means of etther proving such a thing
or eliminating it from consideration. The results leave the
matter unsettled, but not without the necessity of choosing
between it and another type of the supernormal as a work-
ing hypothesis for the proper study of such cases as have
come to my attention. It was not enough to assume that
subjective psychoses were the only facts in it, tho that was
the only thing that could be entertained on the present sys-
tem of psychiatry. Othier possibilities deserved the test of
their claims and that was all that I recognized in the experr
ments which I proposed and which Dr. B. carried out. The
result may be interpreted in any way you please. I do not
give it as proof of anything except the necessity of repeating
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such experiments. The Thompson case afforded an illustra-
tion of a similar type, tho not so offensive to good taste.
The present oue, if it favors obsession in the form in which
it appears, opens up a very large problem. I do not know
that it favors any such view. All that I can attest is that the
facts are as reported, and, but for the experiments with the
clairvoyant and automatic writer, would not have more than
the usual psychiatrist’s interest. With these facts it sug-
gests at least telepathic transmission of mental states and
information to the clairvoyant, and may pave the way to
understanding mediumistic phenomena generally, or at least
in assigning limits to the evidence for spiritistic agencies,

With this introduction I may take up the facts and Mr.
C.'s report of his experiences follows, themselves not being
evidential of anything supernormal, but merely corrobora-
tive of the clairvoyant experiment where they were known
before that experiment was performed.

* My experience in psychic forces began about the latter part
of 1899, At that tume | became interested in Spiritualism. I
attended several séances, manifestations of materialization, slate
writing, trumpet speaking, apparition of etherial forms floating
in the air, etc. But I could not be convinced of its reality and
remained a sceptic, until one night, Jan. 10th, 1900, I attended
a séance and 1 remember the medinum said to all of us in the
room to remain calm so that the spmit can enter your aura,
The manifestations were very convincing and to me they seemed
inexplicable. I came home about 10 o'clock. There was noth-
ing extraordinary about me. My health was good, both men-
taliy and physically, excepting that 1 suffered a little from in-
digestion. 1 retired to bed about 10.30 and scon fell fast asleep,
when, about midnight, I awoke. [ felt as if an electric shock had
come to me and my whole body began to quiver. 1 jumped out
of bed, lit the gas, examined myself, finding nothing to account
jor it. I got into bed again. 1 lay still awhile, and then T heard
some gentle rapping on the table and also on the wall. I looked
up towards the ceiling. I saw the form of an elderly lady dressed
in white floating in the air just above my head, in an attitude as
if swimming in the air. I was not in the least frightened. I
was perfectly calm, In fact I was pleased to receive such a man-
ifestation. It had the appearance of a form similar to what 1
saw at the séance and the medium said it was my mother, but
this one appeared much younger. [ reached up my hand to her
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with the intention of kissing her when, all of a sudden, she dis-
appeared. Then I saw a great building resembling an ancient
Egyptian structure. It had apertures in the walls instead of
windows. I could see through them young men and women
dancing, apparently as if a ball was going on there. Then twa
women came out from the building and stood looking up at the
window, when one of them inside came to look down at them,
and threw down a piece of paper. They picked it up and read 1t.
Then I felt something extraordinary coming over me, The sen-
sation was like some one blowing hot vapor over me with a bel-
lows. Then these women came towards me and began torment-
ing me by pinching my nose, pulling my hair and ears, and at
times 1 felt as if I was surrounded by a swarm of bees stinging
me all over the body. It was more than an ordinary human be-
ing could stand : for there was no ‘let up ' at all that awiul night
To get some relief I had to open the window and lie in bed nude.
Then ] saw an elderly man coming towards these two women.
beckoning them to come away from me, as if he were telling
them to leave me alone. They then disappeared only to retum
again as soon as he had gone away. This time was verily, io-
deed, a taste of the torments of Hell, A few days afterward |
called to see the medium and told her of my condition. She said
I was obsessed and probably some other spirit was trying to get
hold of me. 1 asked her if she could do something for me to get
them away from me and release me from the diabolical condition
in which I was. She said she would try her best. She took me
into a room and we sat down at a small table in the center of the
room. She took hold of my right hand and asked me not to
think any more about them and said that [ would te ali right.
She seemed to be in a trance.

Just at that moment I heard the voice of a man in a rough low
tone. [t sounded as if it was coming up through the floor, but 1
could not discern what he said. At the sound of his voice the
medium told me to go home and that I would be all right
There was no one in the room but myself and the medium. I
went home thinking to get rid of them, but as soon as 1 entered
my bedroom, the trouble began again with greater force than be-
fore. ‘This time it was too horrible to endure. Several times |
was on the point of jumping cut of the window. I have known
of people destroying themselves when in this condition. This
lasted about six weeks. Day and night continually there was no
"let up ' to it. I scarcely slept at night or rested during the dav.
I had to keep moving alt the time, and strange I never felt
sleepy or fatigued during the day.

Then another strange phenomenon got hold of me. One
night about 7 P. M. I was going home, when passing a cross-
town street, within two blocks of where I lived, 1 felt some one
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(Can you give the nationality of the patient?)

[The writing started again and as it was about to finish, Mrs.
B. exclaimed vehemently: ‘That's wrong’, and the hand
scratched it out.]

(Did you impress the light that this was wrong?)

Upon thoughts, yes. The nationality was wrong.

(Is that a fair question for me to ask?)

Yes and the anxiety makes it difficult to handle.

(Whose anxiety?)

The light. Wait until the next time for that question. An-
other time would be much better. English,

{You must know how anxious I am to get evidence {or the
sceptic.)

Yes and hope to aid much,

There is no way to determine whether the word * Eng-
lish ” is meant to tell the nationality or to end the sentence.
The latter makes no sense, but the correct word may have
been slipped in unawares as in other cases,

A similar experiment was made with a gentleman who
was a clairvoyant. The experiment with him was under
even more favorable circamstances than those with Mrs. B.
He did not live in the house and could not do what a sceptic
could imagine possible with Mrs. B. He did not even know
that the case was a patient of the Doctor’s until he came
for the clairvoyant experiment. He was simply brought
into the room where the patient was and met him as an
entire stranger without any knowledge of the case and its
nature. He was asked to say what he saw and Dr. B. took
notes of the same. The following was the result, dated
March 16th, 1911. Mr. C. was to remain absolutely quiet,
which he did. '

Mr. G, saw a man much larger than the patient, broad shoul-
ders, head brown in color and giving the appearance of a thick
neck. Saw flags of France, the tricolor and the American fag
most persistent. He remarked that X was here (a recently de-
ceased famous physictan and purporting to act as a help or guide
to Dr. B.) Then G. saw an Indian and then X with a cruss over
his head. Heard the name Dinah and said: *What about a
woman with a child that 1 see, I get that it is your child and
that you were not married to her. She is in distress. I get a



618  Journal of the American Society for Psychical Rescarch.

Welsh dancing girl. T see lots of figures that are distressed
about this man, [ hear the name Qelrich. Who is Barbara?’

The patient admitted at this point that there was a woman
that had a child by him in the old country which was assumed
to be the country of his birth. Mr. G. got it Wales, which the
patient reluctantly admitted was correct. He also admitted that
there was a cousin Barbara who was dead.

This Egyptian, or negro as assumed to be by the patient
appeared to walk vp to the patient and snapped her fingers in
tus face and then laughed. This was seen by Mr. G, The pa
tient at this point said that he sees this woman all the time when
in the dark and it is her presence that keeps him from going te
sleep. ‘The only way that he can sleep is by taking a few glasses
of ale just before retiring, which makes him drowsy.

The name of this woman whom he knew so intimately in the
old country was Black Diamond, Mr. G, heard the word Jan-
uary which corresponds with the time of year when he is most
attacked with this condition. [See record of experiences.]

Mr. G. saw a vision of a fight in the snow with some [ellows
and got the impression that he was involved in it. Saw a saloon
with glasses or tables. Saw a lot of nasty red blobs of light fall-
ing down over the patient and in the midst of this a shower of
blue lights. Saw two hands over his head in the attitude of
prayer. Saw a cross with the image of Christ on it. Mr. G
finally got uneasy as this dancing girl seemed to come close to
him and to make him feel uncomfortable.

The cross and vision of Christ are symbolical of the Im-
perator personality which is so familiar to readers of the
Piper records and which manifests at times through Dr. B,
Mrs. B., the little daughter and Mr. G. I do not refer ton
for the purpose of regarding it as significant of more than
secondary personality which the sceptic has a right to apply
in the case, except for Mr. G. and the little daughter of Dr.
B., both of whom knew nothing about it.

I shall leave to the reader the observation of the points
of coincidence between what Mr. C. experienced and wrote
down and the clairvoyant visions of Mr, G. They are per-
fectly transparent. The significance of the reference to the
woman and child and the name Barbara depend on the cred:
ibility of Mr. C. and the critic may well point to an interest
in the spiritistic interpretation as causing the recognition.
But this objection cannot apply to the other facts which were
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The clairvoyance began with the following after puttiag
out the lights, Mr. G. the clairvoyant.

“1 see an old country kitchen, wooden chairs painted green.
I see an old pair of bellows with brass around them. A woman
just came up to Mr. C. I see a golden light on my lap [Mr, G’s).
1 see a canal and a man and woman walking alone quarrelling.
There is a woman lying across Mr. C.'s lap. Now she gets up,
goes around the room and comes back. She is going toward
Mr. G, now. [This last spoken by Mr. C.] She puts her hands
toward your face. Now she puts her arm around you. Now
there is a third one. Now there are three or four figures. One
lies down on your knees. Dr. X, is here and is standing beside
you-!l

(Dr. B.: Have I your sympathy and approval in sending
this man to several specialists for their diagnosis of this fellow’s
condition ?]
b [%h}en followed an automatic speech purporting to come from

r. X.

“A most excellent plan. Before the successful operation the
patient must be prepared and get away from the submerged idea
As the needle to the magnet so is this condition to him. This
condition will exist just so long as this subject is willing

** Broaden out, expand. This condition is crystallized in a mind
which is conjuring up at all times a reality, and just as the sob-
ject must be prepared for the operation, so must the mind be
prepared and be firm and fixed in its desire for aid and its deter-
mination to be aided, Through strains upon the nervous sys-
tem and constantly dwelling upon a certain idea, there comes
a condition that is favorable for the attraction of like conditions.
There is a0t in any sense a degeneration of the pliysical organ-
ism, but a condition that has been brought through weakness of
will, he having accepted the situation as inevitable. However.
there is a desire, overwhelmed by the condition, for the subject to
assist himself, and by the assixtance we will give, which however
is 2 secondary condition, ultimately you may hope for a success-
ful termination or issue, but the main fact must be that the sub-
ject will assist himself firmly at all times in the face of obstinate
depression. Blot wut at all times the condition that you and [
know to be a reality if allowed 10 persist for any length of time
This is a double obsession and the man you see constantly with
him plays the prominent part. His very organism is obsession
in the light of what | have previously told you here. The case
is a simplc one and the means of procedure is simple.”

The lights were then turned on and I told Mr, C. that he was
responsible for his condition by his careless way of iiving and
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his selfish disregard for happiness of others; that death would
not offer any comfort. Indeed it would only increase the misery;
that at all times he must resist the sensation and keep alive in
his mind that relief will come and by his own efforts.

Both Dr, B, and Mr. G. saw a man with a white beard about
Mr. C. every time they sat and the fact was not put down till this
date.

March 22d, 1911,
Patient had stept much better and without the use of stimu-
lant, and stated that for the last day and a half he had been
happier in his mind and more at ease. He feels as if there were

some hope for him. Reference was then made to the diagnosis
of Dr. Charles L. Dana.

March 23d, 1911,

Mr. C, felt much better today, until after his dinner in the
evening when the old feeling as if some one was around his waist
came back. He arrived at the office of Dr. B. about 8 P. M,
when Mr. G. and Dr, B. sat in partial darkness for the purpose
of further clairvoyant diagnosis. Following is what occurred,
Mr. G. being the clairvoyant.

I see a figure with you now. It is the same as T have seen
with you before. It is the same man, a large man with a white
bheard, I should say about 63 years of age. Dr. B. sees and has
=een this same man.

[ The patient has never seen the man himself, but has seen the
other figures.]

‘This man I see with him is a very large man, about 6 feet 2
inches in height, and pet the impression that he was a Scotchman,
stubborn and was an elder in a church. I see 2 woman kneeling
down resting on your knees. | see a ship on the rocks, This
seems allegorical of something. I hear Wex Jones. [ see only
the woman there with you now. 1 hear: ' The woman wants to
get away.” She says ‘| have thought and thought and thought.'

Now I see a lot of blue lights falling on her. I see a pair
of moccasins in which are a pair of feet. | hear the name Im-
perator.

{Dr. B.: May we hope to have that influence with us in this
case?)

Yes, I see an anchor by the patient. Dr. X. is standing by
him now., He savs homeopathy. [ don't know what that means.
[ Dr. B. remarked that we hoped for the old school methods here
and in very larpe doses. |

I see a gondola or gondolier. Some one jumps out of the
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gondola on a sort of pier and drops a knife in the water. The
Indian says ' I will pull on my oar now. Me make things move.
Medium, he no stupid tonight. Man [patient] he do wel! some-
times, but then others ke go all in a heap. He go in fits and
starts. Medicine man [Dr. X.] laughs and tell me 1 stub my
toe if I get too much hurry.’

I get the name of Parker.

{Dr. B.: Get the man with Mr. C. to listen to reason and be
willing to leave.)

‘He very stubborn, Head not very clear. He no speak. He
could speak. He no speak. Oui, Oui, Monsieur. Other med-
icine man here. He no talk English, He French doctor. He
never been here before. Dr. Hugo Le Blanc. Dr. X laughs
and says that other medicine man talks a plenty with his hards.
He po now. Me come tomorrow. Man get better.

[While Dr. X, was first showing himself Mr. G. saw a woman
come up to the patient in defiance and shake her fists in his face.
The patient said he saw that also.]

The next visit and experiment were on March 30th, with
the same three persons present.

March 30th, 1911

Mr. C. stated conditions and feelings as follows: Felt
well and much better until Sunday when he had a bad day
again unti! evening when things cleared up and he felt very
well. Since his last visit to my office has visited the Neuro-
logical hospital a number of times at the request of Dr
" Joseph Collins, where his memory was tested by numbers, by
‘recalling little events in his life, and adding sums, afl of
which, according to his own statements, showed him per-
fectly normal. Vision was tested by the use of colored cards.
looking at them for a time and suddenly the light shut off
and transferring his vision to a light wall. He was tested
again by looking at a light and noting the changing colors.
Had his sensations tested by having his eyes closed and hav-
ing his body brushed on different parts of its surface bya
piece of cotton. His own statements were that his sight
was normal, his memory normal, but his sensations hypera-
cute.

He was feeling much better the last few days and is sleep-
ing better. He sleeps better if lie does not go to bed uatil
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Black Diamond Jones, who was evidently the Egyptian per-
sonality seen, as she had impersonated an Egyptian, accord-
ing to Mr. C. She was a dancing girl. Dinah was evidently
a failure to get Diamond., The reference to the decease of
his sister was also excellent as it had not occurred in this
country, The getting of the name clinched this matter.

To those who knew Mrs. B. and Mr. G, there would
appear to be much more that is evidential, but it could not
be made clear here without too much explanation in detail
For instance, the automatic talk purporting to come from
Dr. X. is excellent, but one would require to know the life
and habits of Mr, G, to get others to believe it. Dr. B. and
myself happen to know that life and it was as far removed
from any knowledge of Dr. X. and his work as counld possibly
be. The man had done no reading beyond the newspaper
and light literature. He knew nothing of physiology, and
much less, so to speak, of psycho-analysis and the relation of
mental conditions to organic and functional trouble. Any
one who knew the man would instantly recognize that this
passage was normally impossible to him. All that Mrs. B.
did is the same. She is as innocent as a child of informa-
tion that would enable her to discuss the case as she did,
but that is a2 thing which could not be made clear short of
intimate acquaintance.

The pictograph work of Mr, G. is the psychologically
interesting feature of his part of the phenomena, It stands
out so clearly i its symbolism. But unless seen in this
light it would not be understood at all. Interpreted realist-
ically it would be nonsense. But regarded as symbolism it
is exceedingly interesting and throws light upon the discus-
sion of this process in the Proceedings (Vol, VI pp. 48-92).
The information is perhaps more distinctly symbolical than
the “ mental picture” or pictograph work of Jennie P, and
G. P., which explained so much. Perhaps the situation in
this case required the symbolic more definitely than the
communications representing personal identity. In this in-
stance, the control or discarnate spirit was not proving his
own identity and so was not transmitting memories, but had
to describe a condition of things in the sitter, and in such
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a situation his own memories would have to be excluded
and his observations represented in mimic or symbolic fash-
ion. Such is what seems to have been done, and it is another
illustration of the difficulties of communicating between the
two states of existence,

I must add also that in this discussion | am assuming
that the existence of spirits has been proved. I shall not
regard the incidents and illustrations under this general topic
as sufficient evidence for the existence of the discarnate.
That view does not have to be proved by each case we pro-
duce. Believing as [ do that the evidence elsewhere is suf-
ficient to justify the hypothesis, I proceed here on its truth
and regard the facts only as so much additional material on
that side and so merely as proving that the case belongs to
the general ciass. For that reason I am not obliged to stake
the spiritistic interpretation on this case alone,

But even tho I regard the case as involving spiritistic
phenomena, it does not follow that the phenomena repre-
senting obsession are to be taken realisticaily, That is, the
discarnate may not actually behave as superficially repre-
sented. Nor is it necessary to suppose that they are the
real causes of the difficuities from which the man suffered.
They might actuaily be there to help and the phenomena
appear to represent their malicious action. Inasmuch as
the information given us is symbolical, we may weil inter-
pret the case as the ordinary one of obsession as under-
stood by the psychiatrist; namely, as fixed tdeas involving
moral perversion of some kind. Indeed the emphasis laid
upon ethical conduct as the needed cure favors this view of
the facts. The messages may represent only the transmis-
sion of information regarding the man's own condition and
not the realities and thoughts of the discarnate persecuting
him. This last is the superficial appearance of the matter
and it is what is usuvaily implied by spirit obsession. But
this will have to be proved in each case until we have formed
some idea of its nature and the probability that it takes such
forms. The one important check on hasty conclusions re-
garding so offensive a form of obsession is the pictograph
method of conveymg the information and the possibility that
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explaining the situation they might well be questioned. But
they were mere incidents of mediumistic diagnosis or de-
lirious conditions of the patient, telling facts, not explaining
things. They simply reflect or assume discarnate agencies
associated with the facts of simple observation, and we can
form our own ideas of the situation without any teaching
from the discarnate.

I do not regard the facts as proving anything like ma-
licious obsession. We have seen cases where the super-
ficial evidence was for this, but inquiry proved that this ap-
pearance of things was due to the subconscious distortion of
outside influences, which were actually there for help. So
1 am not presenting the case as proof of all that appears in
such a view, but as aone proving the necessity of thorough in-
vestigation into similar cases to ascertain what the truth
actually is. It will require much more and very long investi-
gation to prove what is here suggested, or even to disprove
it. The importance of the case Is its enforcement of the
place of ethics in therapeutics and of mediumistic diagnosis
where other methods fall.
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INCIDENTS.

The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under
this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been furnished
by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless
withheld by his own request.

A Ouija Board Prescription.

The following incident is appropriate in this number ol
the fournal. It came from persons who had recently become
interested in the work of the Ouija board. They had never
had personal experiences of the kind before, tho Mrs. A—
had long been interested in a sort of casual way by psychic
phenomena and had written me some years ago ahout some
facts which she knew and which were published by her in one
of the daily papers. But it was only recently that she and
her husband developed Ouija board work and have followed
it with some interest and success ever since. The present
incident is only one of several which we shall publish later.
It is espécially available just now in connection with spirit-
val healing, tho it does not afford any conclusive evidence of
such a process where a large mass of collective evidence is
necessary. But it is interesting for the existence of some
supernormal information regarding the case treated and for
the suggestion of scientific investigation into the claims of
spirit diagnosis and prescription. That is the primary les-
son to be enforced here. The circumstances prevent assert-
ing that the case is satisfactory evidence for what is super-
ficially apparent, but it deserves record, especially as it comes
from intelligent people who have prior to this been extremely
cautious and sceptical about psychic phenomena—Editor.

REPORT BY MRS. ARNOLD.

The Case of Rev. Ernest 1. C .
About a year and a half ago he was taken ill with pnen-
monia, and before that subsided he was seized with appendicitis.
He employed osteopathy, and pulled through without a drop

LEN LI RN
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of medicine, without an operation, and without stimulant in the
way of alcohalic liquors.

He was in an extremely weak state all winter, and when he
got up, an abscess formed on his chest. He tried four different
physicians of various schools, osteopathy, homeopathy, and al-
lopathy, but the abscess continued.

In February, 1913, the doctor then treating him stated that
it was within one-eighth of an inch of his Iung. It was being
syringed out with strong antiseptics which burned like fire, and
at each application Mr. C feared the liguid would penetrate
his lung.

At this point, Mr. Arnold and I, judging from some previous
remarkable experiences we had, felt that we might be able to aid
in the healing, through the advice of a spirit cousin, Dr. Charles
Oliver Norton, formerly of New York City, who passed over
some twenty-five years ago.

The following is an exact and true account of the results,
messages having been taken verbatim, and dates kept accurately.

Mr. Arnold and I voluntarily relinquished the use of meat,
and ate but two meals a day, having been told repeatedly that
our spiritual powers would be greatly strengthened thereby.

Before mentioning the idea to Mr. C , we asked Dr. Char
Q., as he was familiarly known to us, to diagnose the case, and
give us his opinion, This was done without the knowledge of
Mr. C , and at our home, a mile and a half distant from his.
\We had not then, nor ever have seen the abscess.

February 13, 1913

{(In what condition is the sore on Mr, C 's chest ?)

It is very much inflamed. Relief will be given by bathing
lightly in tea made of elder flowers, then salve, the kind you
spoke of.

(Do you mean Sarsfield’s Salve?) (A salve of which we
have the formula.)

Yes. Very easy thing to cure. Apply every day, first wash-
ing in the tea, then applying salve on a soft cloth., See him
soon. Tomorrow,

[ Was not able to see Mr, C——, so in two or three days mailed
the formula for salve, and directions to him, asking if he felt
willing to try treatment from this source.]

Mr. C—— came to our house on February 17, expressing his
willingness to try it, and the following was given on the Quija
Board, Rev, Charles C Norton, former pastor of the Central
Park Baptist Church in West 83d Street, New York City, and
father of Dr, Chas. O, Norton, answering,




650  Jonrnal of the American Society for Psychiral Research.

February 17, 1913
Norton slops over.
[He was a jolly man, given to original expression.]

(Mr. C is here, Rev. Ernest I. C of O I think
he is related to us.)

[T wasaC before my marriage, and Rev. C. C. Norton's
mother was a C .1

You are right about his relationship; at teast he comes from
the same stock.

(Did any one stand between Mr, C and myself in the li-
brary? [ seemed to see something vaporous come between us?)
[Asked by Mr. Arnold. This was observed in broad daylight,
Mr. C—— sitting at the time in a bay window.] _

The earnest of the Spirit bears the conversation, Likely 1t
was heavenly visitant,

(Who was it?)

Mr. C 's mother,

(Does she wish to speak?)

Yes, Mother is here. I am always with my son. Life
seems too beautiful to be true. Life’s true meaning I know at
last. Tell brother, Irving, that I am happy. 1 miss my chil-
dren, but it is only for a short time. 1 live in my dear ones.
Meet me in heaven.

Mysterious board speaks to you through the Arnolds. Be
cheerful in your troubles, they will soon vanish. Use the medi-
cines the Arnolds tell you, and you shall soon be well,

{Note that she addressed Mr. C as " Irving ™, his middle
name, which he told us at this point, was remarkable, as it was
never used. His mother had named him Irving, because of her
admiration for Washington Irving. He is known as “ Emnest”
The previous fact was absolutely unknown to us.]

{What is “ the earnest of the spirit™?)

The earnest of the spirit means the same intent I have to
tetl the truth. See the Bible for explanation,

February 25th, 1913.

(How is Mr. C——'s trouble progressing ?)

The sore is healing from the bottom. He went to see Dr.
L—— this morping. Likely he gets nervous. He very likely
sees the reason to let the sore naturally heal, but nervousness
interferes.

(Will Dr. Chas. O. Norton come to us?)

Char Q. is here, ' )

{Cousin Char, this is Rev, Ernest I, C——. T think that he s
related to us.)

1|U:(l|
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March 6, 1913,

[Mr. C—— wished us to ask the condition, some unusual trou-
ble having developed.]

{(In what condition is Mr, C ’s sore?)

I find the wise thing to do, is to prepare a poultice of flax
seed. Then lay it on the sore warm. He lives in terror of it
Mind, it is doing well. T see it is healing from the bottom, but
he has taken some cold, and it is inflamed. Get a pan, thqn
soak the flax until it is well swollen, very careful to see that it s
warm, but not hot, and apply to the sore on a soit cloth.

(Do you wish the flax seed directly on it?)

Yes.

(Without cloth between?)

No. Wish he was not so nervous,

March 9, 1913,

(How is Mr. C 's sore getting onf)

I am interested in it very much. It is trying to heal, but he
is 50 nervous, it hinders improvement. Really, I think he ought
to think less of it; it retards progress. You see if you can’t g¢t
him to take his mind off it.

March 10, 1913.
[On this date we went to Atlantic City for a few days, hav-
ing promised Mr. C to take the board with us, and send him
daily directions. ‘The bulletins of March 11, 12 and 13 are sent
from Atlantic City. A noteworthy fact is that each time after
asking the condition of the sore, a wait of two or three minutes
always ensues; evidently time is taken for examination.)

March 11, 1913

(How is Mr. C—— to-day?) .

Keeps on improving in spite of drawbacks. The sore 1
healing. You be sure the very thing is he shall stop worrying.
Very bad for his recovery. Mind he does it. Will see the sore
heals when it is time to heal it over. Until healing you must
prepare for occasional outbreaks to relieve it of pus. Test it
every day.

{How do you mean?)

Receive orders from me.
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March 12, 1913.

{(Will you report on Mr, C ?)

Do try to stop Mr. C—— worrying. You see the use of a
quiet mind is to very great relief of body, because it stops the
formation of poison in the system.

Then he will eliminate the stuff that causes the sore. The
so'red is doing well, but is retarded in healing by his disturbed
mind.

i The following was so singular, that we noted the hour, and
sent the bulletin with date and hour to Mr, C |

March 13, 1913.

{(How is Mr. C—— to-day?)

I entered his home, but do not find him. Kind of hard work to
keep track of a C Rest assured he is doing well,

[Notice the humor in the second sentence, I having been a
C , and Dr. Char O.s grandmother having been a C .
The C 's are of rather a roving nature. A family joke, so to
speak.

We saw Mr. C at church on the morning of the 16th of
March, He said the sore was better thap at any time, and that
he had not visited the doctor in so long that the latter was quite
worried. He also sajd that he was much amused at the last
message; that he was owt all that morning.]

March 16, 1913.

(What have you to report of Mr, C——7?)

I see he is not worrying so much. Tell him to keep on as
he has been doing, and two more weeks will see it healed. You
must tell him not to take cold, which would retard the healing.
The sore is well on the way to recovery. It remains to be seen
though, that he is careful of himself, since it will be tender for
some time.

(You know that he is a vegetarian?)

Yes. It is what makes him pull through so much,

March 20, 1913
{How is Mr, C—17)
He is doing well. You must keep his spirits np. Life is
rather lonely for him. You must just ask him down.
[Mr. C——'s wife and children were spending the winter in
Florida.]
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The score he made since his recovery was the second feat of
that kind recorded in the annals of archery, 1t was published in
several papers, and he has since received two invitations to
shoot with archers of national fame.

On April 19, 1913, he tired out two men at archery practice.
The above is an absolutely correct statement of the circum-
stances.

May ¢, 1913.
[Char O. speaking.]
Hear me. The abscess was just on the verge of penetrating
his lung.

It would have been fatal if it had done so.

ERNEST I .

CLINTON 5. ARNOLD,

CORNELIA MINOR ARNOLD,

The following letter is from the phycisian who had the
case in charge most of the time, the others having had little
to do with it,

O—, N. Y., May 20th, 1913.
Dr. james H. Hyslop,

Dear Sir:—Rev. E. . C had a tubercular ulcer on the left
side of the sternum in the cartilaginous tissue at about the junc-
tion of the second rib which at the time I first treated it had
eaten its way through so as to be just about to break into the
thoracic cavity. It had an external opening, with a very in-
flamed rough protruding opening (proud flesh). It was more
of the nature of an abscess than an ulcer, the inner cavity being
as large as a walnut and the external opening being about one-
eighth of an inch in diameter. Will be pleased to give you fur-
ther information if desired.

Yours truly,

LJ L——m

The following is the statement by the patient and refers
to the actual healing of the ulcer. It reveals the fact that
the evidence for anything supernormal in the healing proc-
ess is not clear, but it is worth remarking that this is not,
in fact, a part of the claim in the case, tho it would appear
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superficially to have been made. The matter of primary ia-
terest is the method of getting the prescription and the appar-
ently supernormal knowledge of the progress oi the healing.
The prescription of the salve cannot be treated as evidence
of the supernormal because the persons manipualating the
Quija board knew of it and its use. But some things in the
“communrications” cannot be so easiiy explained. The actus!
healing, however, purports to have been done in the nsual
way, tho the long treatment by the physician did not yeld
the success which followed the directions by the Ouija board.

O——, N. Y., May 20th, 1913.

Dr. James H. Hyslop,

My dear Sir:—The paper which Mrs. Arnold sent signed by
me is correct, and yet 1 am unable 10 te!l positively how much
or how little the doctors may have helped me. One preparation
used by Dr. L——— to destray the diseased tissne did appear to
me to do geod work,

I asked Dr. C and Dr. L——— about the remedies
recommended by the Ouija board, and as thev were sure that
they could do no harm it seemed perfectly proper to test them

The A’s believe that the cure was wholly due to the remedies
prescribed over the Quija board, but if the abscess had not been
lanced and frequently cleaned with antiseptics the simple reme
dies might not have been sufficient. 1 went to Dr. L——
few times to have him cleanse the abscess after beginning the
use of remedies recommended by the board. so the case s not
quite clear to my own mind as I would wish it were.

I have asked many theological questions and others over the
board. The answers have been remarkably satisfactory, bat at
present I prefer no publicity in regard to the treatment br
remedies prescribed by the beard,

_Since the abscess healed and my strength returned I have had
a small hard lump below the abscess which the doctor thought
would be permanent, but it finally softened up and was lan
and has now nearly gone away.

In regard to my worrying, I did worry some, but it seemed
to me, as | told Mrs. Arnold, that the beard put it a little e
strong. 1 am sorry that the case is not a little clearer than itis

Sincerely vours,
E 1. C—0n

In reply to further inquires regarding certain details Mr
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that the cure followed the treatment and that it seems to
have been hastened at least by the method prescribed.
There is no telling what might have occurred if the Ouija
board had not been the source of the new treatment. All we
have is that the physician’s method had not produced the
cure and seemed to offer no prospects of it, but the Ouijs
board prescription had the coincidence on its side. That is
all we know in regard to that matter. Hence whatever
scientific interest the incident has is confined to the process
of getting the information about it, and it will always have
this importance, namely, that it suggests the need of inves-
tigating such cases more thoroughly when they occur, and
possibly we might find instances with more evidential value
regarding the results and the processes by which they are
produced.

An incident in the experience of the automatist herself
is worth recording. It would not prove a theory, and it
might be referable to chance coincidence even. Or it might
be referred to subconscious influence from forgotten inc-
dents. But the incident is not given here as something de-
manding any explanation by itself. It is but a part of 2
whole which has still to be found before venturing on ex-
planations. The lady reports as follows,

May ist, 1913,

A most troublesome itching eruption broke out on my right
hand, Dr, Charles (3, Norton, the dead physician, was called
to deal with the case over the Quija Board:

{What is the matter with my hand?)

I see it is poison. You have handled some plant,

{What shall I do for it?)

Bathe it in salt solution, One teaspoonful to a glass of water,
and bathe soc long as it itches. Just use the salt solution very
strong, and bathe five minutes at a time.

I knew 1 had not handled anything cut of doors, but found
it was poisoned by a potted primrose. The remedy worked per-
fectly.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

WHY MENTAL AND MORAL MASTERY AIDS
PHYSICAL HEALTH.

A mortal being as a complex personality is represented by a
body of material structure and a spirit, ego, or soul of ethereal
substance: the body, to finally disintegrate, die and disappear as
a personality, while the soul, ego, or spirit lives on eternally,

The Soul is that part of the personality which receives its
supply of energy from out of the great store house of energy,
when in proper position to receive it, this great store house of
energy being the universal reserveir from which all energy is
obtainable—God.

The Body is that part of the personality which is dependent
upon a geodly portion of this kind of energy received from the
Soul for its continuance as a personality in its present environ-
ment; its power apd strength limited or augmented by the
amount received from the original source. The Body is the in-
strument through which the Spirit, Ego or Soul, expresses it-
self in a physical environment and thereby gains experience
which is necessary for its own progress. The proper expression
of the Soul through its body, means the meeting of conditions,
surmounting of obstacles, all of which gives to the ego a re-
newed strength and vigor in the struggle for existence.

Ta do this successfully at all times there must be an har-
monious adjustment between Soul and Body which makes the
individual a more efficient instrument in this same struggle; an
illy adjusted relationship between Soul and Body, no matter
from whence it springs, affects one or the other, or both, and
loss of power is the result, A loss of either physical or mental
power produces disease in the Body or abnormal, weakened
mental force, or both, from which confusion gains mastery; both
being so intimately related that the condition which affects the
one has its corresponding effect upon the other. Therefore, for
the individual to be at his best; there must be known the laws
governing the one as well as the other, and these, applied, can
rectify and make permanent an harmonious adjustment between
the two for more perfect physical health,

The purpose of this discussion is particularly to draw atten-
tion and lay stress upon a few of the laws governing the Soul
in its intimate relationship to the Body.

The brain, and the nervous system with its complexed ar-
rangement throughout the Bady, is the means by which the Soul,



660  Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research.

Fgo or Spirit is in rapport with the Body, and too, the brain
and the nervous system are the source through which the Soul
supplies the Body with its governing impulses from within,
the master hand, at the switch board so to speak.

In sleep, when quiet, peaceful and undisturbed, there is gained
a something which is termed * energy ” for arbitrary reasons,
which revivifies the personality for a given time, enabling this
same personality to continue his labor without fatigne for 2
definite period within varying limits, After which, again comes
the demand (through fatigue) the call for sleep which again re-
places this something wherewith the individual can repeat his
former experience without fatigue—through man’s domain this
necessity has been universal; therefore, this uniformity of ex-
perience would be classified as a Soul law. A “ Soul law ™ for
the reason that it is the uniform demand of nature, undisturbed
by the hand of man, and not to be gained in any other way—
thus it is we term this energy, “ Soul energy ” or * mental en-
ergy,” antithesis to that energy gained through food, air, etc,
which we term ' physical energy " or “ bodily energy.”

Without the Soul or Spirit the body disintegrates and dies as
a personality, but the Soul or Spirit lives on—therefore it would
seem that the Soul or Spirit may be and is the principal source
of energy which makes for the stability of man as a personality
in the physical universe. If this be true then our problem is 1o
know how to gain, conserve, and make best use of this Soul
energy. How then, are we to fashion ourselves so as to re
ceive our full complement of soul strength?

As the mind's activity represents the strength and power of
the individual, it is the universal fact, that the well poised, happy
individual is the stronger and better capable of meeting the de-
mands of dailly life: on the other hand it is the universal fac!
that the unhappy, illy poised individual is the weaker and more
easily succumbs to the unusual demands which oft spring upen
the horizon of each in daily life.

Man by virtue of his own free will, can, and is expected to
keep his mind and his thoughts free from those turbulent mental
states which disturb his poise and mar his peace. In doing this
each one keeps himsell as near as possible while awake, to that
condition which is reached in sleep—a quiescent state of mind,
and in so doing conserves his Soul energy and keeps his nervous
force to the highest degree of efficiency at all times. As the
body is richly supplied with nerve tissue in varying ways and
kinds through which is given to the body this Soul energy for
its strength and stimulus in functional activity ; thus a high de-
gree of reserve force of Soul energy will be evident when most
needed and can be used to keep the body fully capabtle to meet
and respond to the impulses within, which is necessary in times of
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greater stress than is usual in normal activity; it now becomes
evident that sleep and a wiliul mastery of the mind's content is
for the purpose of gaining and conserving this very same Soul
power.

No man ever accomplished anything, by simply thinking of
it without the accompanying physical act. Therefore an in-
dividual who continually dwells upon and desires certain things
without physical effort never gains for himself the Soul desire;
and thus he harbors a canker in his consciousness which disturbs
his poise and mars his peace and robs him of Soul energy. Be
up and doing the best you may, with a passiveness to resalts
after the best effort has been expended and conservation of en-
ergy will be the result—this is effected by each by virtue of his
free will, nature’s attribute of freedom to each personality. Also
is it true that fretting and worrying over conditions which are
stamped with the inevitable result upon the horizon, will never
avert the oncoming catastrophe without the accompanying phys-
ical action to prevent it.

Any act which produces inharmony in another, will produce
inharmony to the actor; if conscious, by the apprehension felt
and produced within its maker—if unconscious by the inhar-
mony produced at the other end, through a law of telepathy or
thought transference, which uoltimately produces its confusion
to the sender. Thus it is well to weigh in the balance of reason,
unbiased and unprejudiced, irom all sides before committing the
physical action,

‘Those desires which are unholy and unwholesome and which
carry with them responsibilities to one’s self or to others and
which if enacted would produce sorrow and sadness to one’s self
or to athers, are best pushed to one side; they rob one of peace
and expend Soul energy by producing inharmony in the person-
ality. Those desires or mental states such as Greed, Licentious-
ness, Lying, Selfishness, Anger, Gossiping Propensities, Lust,
Dissatisfaction, Treachery, Morbidness with Secli-introspection,
Self-pity, Gluttony, Abnormal Bibativeness, etc., are all samples
or forms of mental states which can never he fully satisfied, for
as the habit grows the stimulus becomes stronger, and by virtue
of the unrest produced, a greater amount of energy is expended,
which produces its inevitable inharmony and the equipose be-
tween Body and Soul is lost, and the personality truly becomes
inefficient, thus vital energy is being expended constantly for
the reason that there is forever a turbulent menta) content, un-
satisfying and inharmonious, and which keeps the mind in an
unrestful condition; whereas a mastery of these mental states
by virtue of a strong will compels the mind to be in a quiescent
state and by frequently gaining contro! and holding it, filling the
mind with wholesome impulses, it will be accustomed to receiv-
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ing harmonious thoughts, whereupon the opposite become a
stranger to it. This is a difficult task but by perseverance can be
accomplished—it is the one thing most desirable in mental hy-
giene, that of training the will by frequent exercise of it, when its
strength and power will become great, and the mastery of the
mind will become evident to ali who honestly strive in this way
to gain it.

The summary of the idea would be: sweet contentment
with nature’s allotment. A passiveness to existing conditions
after one has wrought his best; with a faith in one’s self to be
master of the mind’s content at all times, or the setting about its
accomplishment. With this, the ability to enjoy and reap the
best in all things, realizing to the fuilest extent that the pleasures
of a day are often the sorrows of a life time, the foregoing sen-
tence more fully explained in the idea that those things we
covet and long for are unmistakeably, from nature's standards,
ill befitting our needs at the present time. Further is it explained
tn the oft reflected knowledge that the witnessed pleasur-
ahle enjoyments of many are hut the destructive tools of Mate
rialistic Greed and Selfishness, bringing not in lasting power
that which the world most needs—a staple growing civilization
upon the firm standards of Equity and Justice. Compensation
is a subtle law of nature, and the time draws nigh when each
man will know it and feel this great irresistible power recog-
nizing with immutable force its justice to all, and then man
shall know his accountability to the Great Oversoul,

Thus it is that the higher ethica! development means the
higher percentage of normal healthy individuals and many are
EII:IC thinking minds who are coming to recognize this Great

ruth,

Physiological Chemistry teaches us that the body in petfect
poise has the power to manufacture its own chemical antidotes
for most, and perhaps all invading pbéisons, to do this, however,
it must be at its highest efficiency. To have its highest efficiency
it must have its full complement of Soul Energy which is to be
gained with the mind happy, well poised, conscious of the source
of the pawer, which is that condition nearest akin to sieep, while
yet awake and active. It is not now difficult to realize the in-
timate relationship between Ethical Growth and Physical Health.

Ethics in its broadest sense: each one busying himself in the
progress of another, happy in this labor with a cheerful willing-
ness to make sacrifices for each other and the innate ability to
temper justice with mercy; yet always being master of the
mind’s content through the guiding hand of reason. Peace and
health witl eventually be found to have crowned the efforts of
those who meet these demands,

Plus this must we remember that physical science has taught
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cited by the announcement, but the fact that it more or less
implicates the Association in the ideas when any apprecia-
tion of its President’s views is expressed, and the address
met with a remarkable reception. It immediately excited
newspaper comment all over the world and the papers in
England reported the proceedings of the Association at
great length. The London Times gave up two pages of its
columns each morning to the transactions of the preceding
day. The Contemporary Review at once asked Sir William
Barrett for a paper on the address and it was published in
the October number of that review. In the meantime all
England and America were ablaze with interest in the meet-
ing.

It may be important to explain to readers the facts lead-
ing up to the occasion and the writer’s relation to the meet-
ing of the Association as they have some bearing upon the
difference between England and America on scientific prob-
lems,

Your Secretary had planned to go to England to see Sir
Oliver Lodge, Sir William Barrett, Sir William Crookes and
others of the Society for Psychical Research on gatters con-
nected with the American Soctety, and in the course of cor-
respondence with several persons learned that September
was a part of the vacation for all whom he wished to see.
and that some of them would be absent from home at the
meeting of the British Association in September and could
not be seen until that was over. The writer then planned to
wait until QOctober to accomplish his object. But Sir Wil
liam Barrett suggested to him the possibility of caming to
the meetings of the Association and that he might be
able to come as a delegate for some organization. One
month before the meeting the papers in this country an
nounced that Sir Oliver Lodge was to speak on the subject
of psychic research in his Presidential Address. Tho the
content of the announcement was palpably mixed up with
newspaper misrepresentation, it was apparent that some
thing was to be said. The writer at once decided to secure
a delegateship, if he could, from the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, of which he is a Fellow,

i_au " 1.'*-
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and wrote to the Secretary, Mr. L. O. Howard. for creden-
tials, which were at once despatched. On arrival in England
and the presentation of his credentials he was at once ad-
mitted to the General Committee of the Association. This
meant that he was to be received as a guest of honor from
another association.

The writer soon ascertained some interesting facts about
the premature announcement of the nature of the President’s
address. It had not been intended to have the announce-
ment made before the delivery of the address. But, in order
to insure a proper representation of what occurred, the ad-
dress was printed beforehand and copies sent to all the lead-
ing newspapers in England a month prior to the meeting of
the Association, with the condition that nothing was to be
said on the subject until the address had been delivered,
One of the Loondon papers betrayed confidence and pub-
lished a lying account of the contents of the address. Butit
indicated that something was coming and it could well be
supposed that a man with the beliefs, the reputation, and the
courage of Sir Oliver Lodge, would say something of im-
portance when the time arrived. But it will be interesting
to note what the publication of the news awakened in a paper
like the New York Times. It at once published the {following
editorial which was its first sympathetic utterance editorially
about the subject of psychic research. It was on the date of
September 234, 1913

What Follows Death?

It is announced that the scientists of the British Association
who will assemble at Birmingham on September 10th next will
discuss the things in heaven and earth not dreamed of in mate-
rial philosophy. M the thirty papers already announced, inclod-
ing that of Sir Oliver Lodge, who is the new President of the
association, twenty-seven will treat of the soul. Five years have
elapsed since Sir Oliver startled his colleagues and the world with
the solemn statement:

“ The boundary between the two states—the known and the
unknown—is still substantial, but is wearing thin in places; and,
like excavators engaged in boring a tunnel from opposite ends,
amid the roar of water and other noises, we are beginning to hear

Y,
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now and again the strokes of the pickaxes of our comrades on
the other side.”

However the pickaxes of the spirit world are striving, the
strokes of those working on this side of the grave—of those, that
1s, whose sense of humor will permit them—have been redoubled.
What new message will the learned President of the British As-
sociation deliver, transmitted from regions unvisited by the
moon's pale glimpses? His address, rumor has it, will base itself
on the hypothesis accepted by science, that mass and energy are
the same things in changing forms; that a universal medium per-
vades all space through which light, electricity, gravity, and
things having dimensions interplay, imparting their attributes to
each other. Professor Schaefer, the last President of the British
Association, treated the subject of life on this planet as sdll in
process of creation. Since the reading of his paper Sir William
Ramsay and Professors Norman Collie and H. Patterson have
announced before the British Chemical Society the artfidal
“birth of the atom "—the transmutation of matter by electricl
means. Sir William Crookes had said, so recently as the meeting
of the International Congress of Applied Chemistry in Berlin in
1903:

“ A huondred years hence, shall we acquiesce in the resolution
of the material universe into a swarm of rushing electrons?”

That is acquiesced in already, And the men of science ar
looking into the invisible for evidence of human personality, dis-
embodied but alert and intelligent, and seeking communication
with embodied souls. The trend of scientific effort today toward
the unseen and the intangible can hardly be more remarked than
in this selection of an avowed spiritualist to head one of the
world’s most august bodies of seekers after facts,

The chief interest of this editorial is in the last paragraph
and it is important to record the fact that the Times owner
and one of its editors, who is now owner, or part owner, and
editor of the New York Sun, had experiences with Eusapi
Palladino when she was in this country, and were profoundls
impressed with their character, in spite of the exposure givel
the phenomena, and one man of international reputation whe
was present at the experiments and knew what was done &
the exposure told me personally that ' it was no exposure 2t
all”” Now, I do not take up the defence of that case i
readers well know my attitude toward it and that it shos!d
have been approached by a different method and from 2 dif

'1
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surprising things to the writer was the uniform respect which
these men and all others paid to psychic research. No one
ridiculed it. This function seems to have been left to a set
of Philistines of a rather discredited type who have not yet
learned that they are losing respectability and the confidence
of the public by their radical vaporings. The writer had
supposed that they were still all-powerful, but was aston-
ished to find that no intelligent man any longer ridicules the
subject. Its standing has been won, whether the views of
Sir Oliver Lodge have secured support or not. America
has not yet learned how far behind it is in the race of re-
spectability. It is still in the dark ages of contempt for the
work, and will have to awaken or lose its reputation for
progressive ideas.

Tie Association was divided into Sections denominated
by the letters of the alphabet, and numbering thirteen. Psy-
chology was admitted for the first time in the history of the
Association into a place among the subjects deserving to be
called scientific, but it was made a Sub-Section of Physiology.
The prepossessions of the members had not yet been over-
come sufhciently to conceive that psychology might be a
science of its own. The classification of it was made in har-
mony with the mechanical theories which have dominated
the history of science, and which were incarnated in the ad-
dress of-President Schaefer last year. The writer remarked
to Professor McDougali, who was President of the Psycho-
logical Sub-Section, that if the views of Sir Oliver Lodge
prevailed, Physiology would be a Sub-Section of Psychology
in the future, and he replied that he had already said this
publicly. However this may be, the subject has won a place
in the deliberations of the British Association, tho psychic
research obtained no place and need not obtain a place out-
side the notice of the President. It is a branch of Psychol-
ogy and should not be made an independent science.

The Presidential Address of the Association is supposed
to strike the keynote of the time and interests involved, and
this the address of Sir Oliver Lodge endeavored to do with
much success. He chose as the general subject of it the
problem of Continuity. This is perhaps not clear to the
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layman, but it is intended to controvert that theory which
tertds toward mechanical atomism, whatever that means,
The prevailing conception attached to the doctrine of atoms
had been the materialistic theory of the universe and those
who did not like this view contrived to express their oppo-
sition to it in the term * Continuity ", tho the present writer
does not like the term, owing to its obscurantism. But if
we will only understand that it is used to antagonize me-
chanical theories we may well understand it to the extent in
which mechanical theories are themselves understood. But
this is neither here nor there. The main point is that Sir
Oliver Lodge chose to title his address as on Continuity, and
to mean by it the controversion of the mechanical view of
the world. He began his attack on materialistic dogmatism
by remarking the sceptical attitude of the present age on
fundamental problems, and thus availed himself of 2 weapon
which had been rather exclusively employed against the-
ology by science generally. This was a skiliful mode of ap-
proach, and we quote his language:

And now, eliminating from our purview, as is always neces-
sary, a great mass of human activity, and limiting ourselves to a
scrutiny on the side of pure science alone, let us ask what, in the
main, 1s the characteristic of the promising though perturbing
period in which we live. Different persons would give different
answers, but the answer 1 venture to give is—Rapid progress,
combined with Fundamental scepticism.

After enumerating the special incidents which marked
off this progress; namely, the realization of the predicted
ether waves in 1888, the discovery of X-rays in 1895, spon-
taneous radio-activity in 1896, and the isolation of the elec-
tron in 1898, he went on to indicate what this fundamental
scepticism was. He said:

Let me hasten to explain that 1 do not mean the well-worn
and almost antique theme of Theological scepticism: that con-
troversy is practically in abeyance just now. At any rate the
major conflict 15 suspended: the forts behind which the enemy
has retreated do not invite attack: the territory now occupied by
him is little more than his legitimate province. It is the scientific
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allies, now, who are waging a more or less invigorating conflict
among themselves; with Philosophers joining in, Meanwhile the
ancient foe is biding his time and hoping that from the struggle
something will emerge of benefit to himself. Some positions, he
feels, were too hastily abandoned and may perhaps be retrieved:
or, to put it without metaphor, it seems possible that a few of the
things prematurely denied, because asserted on inconclusive evi-
dence, may after all, in some form or other, have really happened.
Thus the old theological bitterness is mitigated, and a temporis-
ing policy is either advocated or instinctively adopted.

T'o illustrate the nature of the fundamental scientific or phito-
sophic controversies to which I do refer, would require almost as
many addresses as there are Sections of the British Association,
or at any rate as many as there are chief cities in Australia: and
perhaps my successor in the chair will continue the theme; but,
to exhibit my meaning very briefly, I may cite the kind of dom-
inating controversies now extant, employing as far as possible
only a single word in each case so as to emphasize the necessary
brevity and insufficiency of the reference.

In Physiology the conflict ranges round Vitalism. (My trome-
diate predecessor dealt with the subject at Dundee.)

In Chemistry the debate concerns Atomic structure.  (My pen-
ultimate predecessor is well aware of pugnacity in that region.}

In Biology the dispute is on the laws of Inheritance. (My
nominated successor is likely to deal with this subject; probably
in a way not deficient in liveliness.)

And besides these major controversies, debate is active i
other sections:

In Education, Curriculo generally are being overhauled or
fundamentally criticised, and revolutionary ideas are promulgated
concerning the advantages of freedom for infants,

In Economic and Paolitical Science, or Sociology, what is there
that is not under discussion? Not property alone, not land alene.
but everything,~—back to the garden of Eden and the inter-rela-
tions of men and women.

Lastly, in the vast group of Mathematical and Physical Sci-
ences, “slurred over rather than summed up as Section A
present-day scepticism concerns what, if I had to express it in
one word, 1 should call Continnity. The {full meaning of this
term will hardly be intelligibie without explanation, and I shall
discuss it presently.

Still more fundamental and deep-rooted than any of these sec-
tional debates, however, a critical examinatton of scientific loon-
dations generally is going on; and a kind of philosophic scep-
ticism is in the ascendant, resulting in a mistrust of purely is
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known and well-established laws of mechanics bold true every-
where and always, or whether the Newtonian scheme must be
replaced by something more modern, something to which New-
ton's laws of motion are but an approximation,

The important point to which attention should be called
in these remarks is the tendency of certain writers to assign
limits to science and to define it as a metrical procedure, an
inguiry aiming only at accurate and mathematical results.
Mr. Balfour makes it * depend on measurement” and so in
fact excludes much from it besides poetry and literature, tho
he rnay not intend to do this. The psychic researcher need
not care if this is done, as it will not affect the nature and
importance of his inquiries, tho it excludes the sympathy
and cooperation of the scientist in that narrower conception
of his function. But it equally excludes his right to condemn
and ignore. You cannot exclude a group of facts from your
science and then sit in judgment upon them because they are
not within your purview. You are forced to be tolerant
What the writer would contend for is that science does not
depend on measurement and that its primary function is not
metrical.  That may be true of physics, astronomy, and
chemistry, but to make it the fundamental characteristic of
all science would be to exclude physiology, biology, sociol-
ogy, ethics and economics, and to regard them as wholly
non-scientific, and so far as importance of them is concerned
this would make no difference. But it would prove that the
important facts in life do not belong to science at all, a po-
sition which even the *“ metrical” scientist does not cor-
cede. Science is method, not resnlt. It deals with proba
bilities quite as well as with certitudes, with indefinite facts,
as well as measured ones. It is critical reflection as op
posed to blind belief. It is the demand for evidence as op
posed to belief without evidence, and accuracy is not its es-
sential feature. To make accuracy its fundamental and most
important characteristic is to leave the great problems of life
and thought to irresponsible emotion and faith, and would
thus deprive science of the right to regulate human beliefs.
With science a mere method of interrogating human expen-
ence, the present moment, and fixing the permanent and
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transient elements in that experience, we have a criterion of
truth that equally limits tradition and restrains imnagination,
and this is its important function.

After stating wherein the sceptical spirit has invaded
science, partly because it has found its metrical method so
fruitful and partly because it has found certain generaliza-
tions and laws less universal than had been at first supposed,
Sir Oliver Lodge discusses the various theories of matter
and ether, briefly in each case and only to show wherein
scepticism is limited in demals, and then takes up the elec-
trical theory of matter to enforce his doctrine and to con-
struct the approach to the hypothesis of ether.

The electrical theory of matter is a positive achievement, and
has positive results. By its aid we make experiments which
throw light upon the relation between matter and the Ether of
Space. The Principle of Relativity, which seeks 1o replace it, is
a principle of negation a negative proposition, a statement that
observation of certain facts can never be made, a denial of any
relation between matter and ether, a virtual denial that the ether
exists. Whereas if we admit the real changes that go on by
reason of rapid motion, a whole field is open for discovery; it is
even possible to investigate the changes in shape of an electron
—appallingly minute though it is—as it approaches the speed of
light; and properties belonging to the Ether of Space, evasive
though it be, cannot be far behind.

Speaking as a physicist I must claim the Ether as peculiarly
our own domain. The study of molecules we share with the
chemist, and matter in its various forms is investigated by all
men of science, but a study of the ether of space belongs to
physics only. I am not alone in feeling the fascination of this
portentous entity. Its curiously elusive and intangible character,
combined with its universal and unilying permeance, its appar-
ently infinite extent, its definite and perfect properties, make the
ether the most interesting as it is by far the largest and most
fundamental ingredient in the material cosmos.

As Sir J. J. Thomson said at Winnipeg—

“The ether is not a fantastic creation of the speculative phil-
osopher; it is as essential to us as the air we breathe.... The
study of this all-pervading substance is perhaps the most fas-
cinating and important duty of the physicist.”

Matter it is not, but material it is; it belongs to the material
universe and is to be investigated by onlinkry miethods  {loy oy
say this is by no means to deny that it may have mental winid

o
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spiritual functions to subserve in some order of existence, as
Matter has in this.

The ether of space is at least the great engine of continuity.
It may be much more, for without it there could hardly be a ma-
terial universe at all. Certainly, however, it is essential to con-
tinuity; it is the one all-permeating substance that binds the
whole of the particles of matter together. It is the uniting and
binding medium without which, if matter could exist at ali, it
could exist only as chaotic and isolated fragments: and it is the
universal medium of communication between worlds and par-
ticles. And yet it is possible for people to deny its existence.
because it is unrelated to any of our senses, except sight,—and
to that only in an indirect and not easily recognized fashion.

To illustrate the thorough way in which we may be unable to
detect what is around us unless 1t has some link or bond which
enables it to make appeal, let me make another quotation from
Sir J. J. Thomson’s address at Winnipeg in 1909. He is leading
up to the fact that even single atoms, provided they are fully
electrified with the proper atomic charge, can be detected by cer-
tain delicate instruments,—their field of force bringing them
within our ken—whereas a whole crowd of unelectrifed ones
would escape observation.

“'The smallest quantity of unelectrified matter ever detected
is probably that of neon, one of the inert gases of the atmos-
phere. Professor Strutt has shown that the amount of neon in
one-tweatieth of a cubic centimetre of the air at ordinary pres-
sures can be detected by the spectroscope; Sir William Ramsay
estimates that the neon in the air only amounts to one part of
neon in 100,000 parts of air, so that the neon in one-twentieth of
a cubic centimetre of air would only occupy at atmospheric
pressure a volume of half a millionth of a cubic centimetre.
When stated in this form the quantity seems exceedingly small,
but in this small volume there are about ten million million
molecules. Now the population of the earth is estimated at
about fifteen mitlions, so that the smallest numher of molecules
of neon we can identify is about 7,000 times the population of
the earth. In other words, if we had no better test for the ex-
istence of a man than we have for that of an vnelectrified mole
cule we should come to the conclusion that the earth is unin-
habited.”

The parable is a striking one, for on these lines it might legit-
imately be contended that we have no right to say positively
that even space is uninhabited. All we can safely say is that we
have no means of detecting the existence of non-planetary im-
material dwellers, and that unless they have some link or bond
with the material they must always be physically beyond our
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ken, We may therefore for practical purposes legitimately treat
them as non-existent until such link is discovered, but we should
not dogmatize about them. True agnosticism is legitimate, but
not the dogmatic and positive and gnostic variety,

For I hold that Science is incompetent to make comprehensive
denials, even about the Ether, and that it goes wrong when it
makes the attempt. Science should not deal in negations: it is
strong in affirmations, but nothing based on abstraction ought to
presume to deny outside its own region, It often happens that
things abstracted from and ignored by one branch of science may
be taken into consideration by another:

Thus, Chemists ignore the Ether.

Mathematicians may ignore experimental difhculties.

Physicists ignore and exclude live things.

Biclogists exclude Mind and Design.

Psychologists may ignore human otigin and human destiny.

Folk-lore students and comparative Mythologists need not
trouble about what modicum of truth there may be in the leg-
ends which they are collecting and systematizing,

And Microscopists may ignore the stars.

Yet none of these ignored things should be denied,

Denial is no more infallible than assertion, There are cheap
and easy kinds of scepticism, just as there are cheap and easy
kinds of dogmatism ; in fact scepticism can become viciously dog-
matic, and science has to be as much on its guard against per-
sonal predilection in the negative as in the positive direction,
An attitude of universal denial may be very superficial.

“To doubt everything or to believe everything are two
equally convenient solutions; both dispense with the necessity of
reflection.”

All intellectual processes are based on abstraction. For in-
stance, History must ignore a great multitude of facts in order to
treat any intelligently: it selects. So does Art; and that is why
a drawing is clearer than reality. Science makes a diagram of
reality, displaying the works, like a skeleton clock. Anatomists
dissect out the nervous system, the bood vessels, and the mus-
cles, and depict them separately,—there must be discrimination
for intellectual grasp,—but in life they are all merged and co-
operating together; they do not really work separately, though
they may be studied separately. A scalpel discriminates: a dag-
ger or a bullet crashes through everything. ‘That is life,—or
rather death. The laws of nature are a diagrammatic frame-
work, analyzed or abstracted out of the {ull comprehensiveness
of reality.

Hence it is that Science has no authority in denials. To deny
effectively needs much more comprehensive knowledge than to
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assert. And abstraction is essentially not comprehensive: one
cannot have it both ways. Science employs the methods of ab-
straction and thereby makes its discoveries.

Biology and Physiclogy then come in for consideration
in their relation to the doctrine of materialism, and the dis-
course moves naturally into the problem of the relation of
consciousness to organism. The following is what Sit
Qliver Lodge says on this point:

What appears to be quite certain is that there can be no ter-
restrial manifestation of life without matter. Hence naturzlly
they say, or they approve such sayings as, “ 1 discern in matter
the promise and potency of ali forms of life.” Of zll terrestnal
manifestations of life, certainly. How else could it manifest it-
sell save through matter? *1 detect nothing in the organism
but the laws of Chemistry and Physics,” it is said. Very well:
naturally enough. That is what they are after; they are study-
ing the physical and chemical aspects or manifestations of life
But life itself—life and mind and consciousness—they are not
studying, and they exclude them from their purview. Matteris
what appeals to our senses here and now; Materialism is appre
priate to the material world ; not as a philosophy but as a work-
ing creed, as a proximate and immediate formula for guiding re
search. Everything beyond that belongs to another region, and
must be reached by other methods. To explain the Psychical in
terms of Physics and Chemistry is simply impossible: hence
there is a tendency to deny its existence, save as an epiphenom-
enon. But all such philosophizing is unjustified, and is really bad
Metaphysics.

So if ever in their enthusiasm scientific workers go toa far
and say that the things they exclude from study have no exist
ence in the universe, we must appeal against them to direct ex-
perience, We ourselves are alive, we possess life and mind and
consciousness, we have first-hand experience of these things
quite apart from laboratory experiments. They belong to the
common knowledge of the race. Births, deaths, and marriages
are not affairs of the biologist, but of humanity ; they went on be-
fore a single one of them was understood, before a vestige of
science existed. We ourselves are the laboratory in which men
of science, psychologists and others, make experiments. They
can formulate our processes of digestion, and the material con-
comitants of willing, of sensation, of thinking; but the hidden
guiding entities they do not touch.

So also if any philosopher tells you that you do not exist, or









The British Association for the Advancement of Science. 681

partially to disconnect us from the mental and spiritual realm,
to which we really belong but from which for a time and for
practical purposes we are isolated. Our common or social asso-
ciation with matter gives us certain opportunities and facilities,
combined with obstacles and difficulties which are themselves
opportunities for struggle and effort.

Through matter we become aware of each other, and can
communicate with those of our fellows who have ideas suff-
ciently like our own for them to be stimulated into activity by a
merely physical process set in action by ourselves. By a timed
succession of vibratory movements (as in speech and music), or
by a static distribution of materials {as in writing, painting, and
sculpture), we can carry on intelligent intercourse with our fel-
lows; and we get so used to these ingenious and roundabout
ntethods, that we are apt to think of them and their like as not
only the natural but as the only possible modes of communica-
tion, and that anything more direct would disarrange the whole
fabric of science,

It is clearly true that cur bodies constitute the normal means
of manifesting ourselves to each other while on the planet; and
that if the physiological mechanism whereby we accomplish
material acts is injured, the conveyance of our meaning and the
display of our personality inevitably and correspondingly suffer.

So conspicuously is this the case that it has been possible to
suppose that the communicating mechanism, formed and worked
by us, is the whole of our existence; and that we are essentially
nothing but the machinery by which we are known. We find
the machinery utilizing nothing but weil-known forms of en-
ergy, and subject to all the laws of chemistry and physics,—it
would be strange if it were not so,—and from that fact we try
to draw valid deductions as to our nature, and as to the impos-
sibility of our existing apart from aund independent of these
temporary modes of material activity and manifestation. We
so uniformly employ them, in our present circumstances, that
we should be on our guard against deception due to this very
uniformity. Material bodies are all that we have any control
over, are all that we are experimentally aware of; anything that
we can do with these is open to us; any conclusions we can draw
about them may be legitimate and true. But to step outside
their province and to deny the existence of any other region be-
cause we have no sense organ for its appreciation, or because
(like the Ether) it is too uniformly omnipresent for our ken, is
to wrest our advantages and privileges from their proper use
and apply them to our own misdirection.

But if we have learned from science that Evolution is real,
we have learned a great deal. I must not venture to philoso-
































































































