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A curious and prevalent belief is that the sceptic has no 
bias or prejudice, and with it goes the worse belief that he is 
the only person that has any right to hold opinions or to in­
vestigate new truths, as if the sceptic were not the person 
who had no beliefs at all! This is a condition of things that 
deserves careful examination and criticism, Of course it will 
not disappear at the frown of a little reproach, especially if 
this comes from some isolated critic. It has had too long a 
history in obtaining its foothold to yield at once and it is too 
strongly fortified in a fault of human nature to accept correc­
tion. This fault is bigotry. It has usually been assumed 
that religious minds had the exclusive possession of all the 
bigotry of the world. But this is an illusion. The believers 
in religion have no monopoly of this commodity. It is a nat­
ural endowment of men of fixed opinions, no matter whether 
tbey are religious, scientific, social, or political. Wherever 
men form decided opinions and have no tolerant feelings they 
•are exposed to the blighting influence of bigotry. It is well 
to  learn this fact, as the consciousness of exposure to it is our 
only protection against it. The state of mind denoted by it 
-S* the result of confidence in our convictions and a determina­
tion to make them effective. But it has another character­

istic . There is no fault in having convictions or in having 
V&onfidence in them. This is the mark of a sincere intellect,
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issue of this paper. But it is the fact that it describes so 
many different mental states or so limited a meaning that no 
discussion of prejudices of any kind is possible until we have 
defined just what import it shall have in legitimate usage.

The original import of the term was simply investigation 
or examination, A  sceptical man was simply one who did 
not hastily accept statements of fact or the first dictates of 
his judgment, but investigated or examined all claims to facts. 
It did not imply any positive disbelief either in the facts al­
leged or in any doctrines which would make belief impossible 
in the case of the alleged events. It thus implied open­
mindedness, readiness to accept any thing which could pro­
duce adequate evidence of itself. But the various incidents 
of history have associated with it a very different meaning. 
It has come to mean positive disbelief in many cases. The 
popular meaning of the term is nothing more nor less than a 
man or mind that does not accept the dogmas of Christianity 
and perhaps even holds that they are false. Even here it has 
all shades of meaning. In some communities it applies to a 
man who simply remains aloof from the church on account of 
some difference with its fundamental tenets, tho he happen to 
hold to all the others. In other communities it will denote 
all men or minds that refuse to admit any of the doctrines of 
Christianity, It is then invoked to describe any man who 
objects to any general principle in the system of religious be­
lief or theology. For instance, a man who does not believe 
in the supernatural will be called a sceptic, tho he does be­
lieve in many other important doctrines of the creeds, inter­
preted in his own way. But all these various applications of 
the term are but popular uses of the general conception of un­
belief or disbelief in something, so that scepticism comes to 
stand for a state of mind which does not believe a given thing 
as opposed to belief. But this popular conception of it has 
become interfused with two other imports which are abso­
lutely incompatible with each other. They are the associated 
assumption that the sceptic wants to know the truth about 
that which he does not believe, that he is willing to accept it 
on evidence, and the existence of actual beliefs of a dogmatic 
kind which he regards as disproving the claims asking for his
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period started to the opposite extreme of allowing no one to 
fix his beliefs but the subject of them. If he had confined his 
demands for evidence of what was asserted he would have had 
no reproach for his point of view. But he had no intention 
of thus limiting himself. He resented the tyranny of the 
state and reason and set up the authority of the individual 
and sense, and so far from assuming an attitude of one that 
wanted to learn he set up with the dogma of the limitation of 
knowledge instead of its extension. Instead of seeking what 
is admitted to be possible it denies existing beliefs and asserts 
that they are impossible. It is thus a new dogmatism dis­
guised under the pseudonym of scepticism.

A similar development took place after the triumph of 
Christianity and later its decline under the domination of 
physical science, but it was not in terms of the theory of 
knowledge. This time it was doubt of religious dogma that 
started the sceptical impulse. No doubt religious traditions 
as well as political institutions were involved, as we know 
they were, in the Sophistic movement. But the primary im­
pulse was the origin of knowledge. In the reaction against 
Christian dogma, however, the opposition was primarily to 
religious dogmas, tho theories of knowledge were soon in­
volved.

Greek scepticism had resulted in the dissolution of Greek 
institutions and the subjugation of the empire of Alexander 
the Great by Rome, and finally this fell a prey to sceptical im­
pulses. Christianity came to reorganize civilization and did 
it on belief, not doubt. It established a coherent system of 
religious and cosmic beliefs and allowed no liberty of interpre­
tation or scepticism regarding them. It was strong enough 
to enforce its policy against all the propensities to question its 
authority for many centuries. But at length Copernican as­
tronomy, Nominalism in philosophy, and the Protestant Ref­
ormation established some independence of judgment and 
more or less reinstated individualism in the world. They 
dared to question certain dogmas, one of them the Ptolemaic 
system of astronomy, another the reality of general concepts, 
and the last the dogma of papal authority against the rights 
of individual conscience. But they were based upon scepti-
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or mental influences to decide the issue without adequate evi­
dence. It does not ridicule or oppose alleged claims to cer­
tain facts. It is open-minded and critical. But there is the 
third type or conception of scepticism which is very different. 
This type is not a method of discovery, but is the spirit of 
contradiction. It is the doubt of certain specific beliefs and 
is based on knowledge of real or alleged facts opposed to the 
belief questioned. It is not suspense of judgment and is not 
an inquiring temper of mind. It implies that the mind is 
made up against certain claims and demands evidence with 
the implication that it is unbiassed and desirous of knowing 
the truth when, in fact, it represents direct opposition to the 
alleged truth at issue. In other words, it is a dogmatic con­
dition of mind. It does not doubt so much as it denies, and it 
refuses to inquire or investigate. It defiantly demands that 
it be convinced of being wrong and shelters itself behind the 
apparent strength of intellectual doubt when it really repre­
sents moral obstinacy against facts. It does not wish to lis­
ten to any alleged truth that appears opposed to the mass of 
experience which it has come to trust. To it the truth has 
been fixed once for all and knowledge is limited to what we 
have already acquired.

This last conception is the result or concomitant of modern 
science in its conflict with the mediaeval system. Christianity, 
or the philosophic systems which had identified themselves 
with it, had built up a coherent system of beliefs, cosmic and 
religious, which enjoyed a monopoly of human belief and all 
interest in the natural world and its laws was suppressed, 
whether by interest in another life beyond the grave or by the 
political power which had found it necessary to adapt its 
methods to this interest. While the philosophy of Christian­
ity recognized a kind of dualism between mind and matter it 
was of the kind which ultimately subordinated matter to mind 
and so allowed only one source of intellectual allegiance. 
While nature was tolerated as an evil, it was not an object of 
any primary interest, and was rather to be opposed than re­
spected. When it had managed to organize the whole sys­
tem of belief for more than a thousand years and had made 
scepticism of its claims dangerous or impossible, it had com-
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lenge to prove its freedom from the prejudices with which it 
tries to ridicule the believer.

In examining the nature and limitations of denial I wish to 
recur to general principles and to show that scepticism of all 
kinds, whether of the legitimate or illegitimate kind, is wholly 
subordinate to belief, and having thus established an invul­
nerable position on the side of positive convictions I may in­
voke it for limiting the rights of scepticism both as a claimant 
of exemption from bias and as a primarily important state of 
mind. I might be content with the mere assertion that belief 
is always prior in nature and importance to doubt, and per­
haps most educated minds would accept this, tho they might 
not know the reasons for its truth. But it will be important 
to make clear the foundations for an indisputable subordina­
tion of the sceptical to the believing mental state, and to make 
this clear on logical principles which cannot be denied without 
accepting that Pyrrhonism or universal scepticism which all 
sane men have agreed to consider mentally impossible,

A denial is a negative statement. Now all propositions 
are affirmative and negative, or perhaps we may better say 
affirmative or negative. Now the thing to be proved is that 
negative propositions cannot be true without the acceptance 
of some affirmative proposition. This is to say that negative 
propositions depend for their validity upon the acceptance of 
some affirmative truth. This is only to say, of course, that all 
consciousness of fact, or all experience as mental fact, in­
volves a positive assertion, and all reality accepted as fact in­
volves a similar assertion of a truth. The negation of all 
truth must be convertible with the non-existence of conscious­
ness and objects of it. But this may be neither apparent nor 
important to most readers, and hence I shall resort to the ex­
planation of the logical relations between affirmation and ne­
gation, assertion and denial.

I said that we have two kinds of propositions, affirmative 
and negative. This characteristic is called their quality. But 
there is another characteristic which is called their quantity 
and by which we may distinguish again two general classes, 
the universal and the particular proposition. The universal 
proposition is one in which the predicate is affirmed or denied
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of the whole class or of all individuals denoted by the subject. 
The particular proposition is one in which the predicate is af­
firmed or denied of a part of the individuals denoted by the 
grammatical subject of the proposition. Thus the statement, 
“ All men are mortal " is a universal proposition, and '* Some 
men are mortal ” is a particular proposition. The distin­
guishing mark in all such cases is the use of " All ”  or 
“ Some,” which indicate whether the whole class denoted by 
the grammatical subject or a part of it is or is not related to 
the predicate in the manner indicated by the proposition. For 
the sake of simplicity we call universal affirmative proposi­
tions A statements; universal negatives, E statements; par­
ticular affirmatives I statements, and particular propositions 
O statements."1 �� �  ���� ! �  ���� ��� ��� � ��� ����� ���� ��"���#�

* F o r the sake of the general reader I may give the usual logical 
form  of expressing the relation bet wen these various types of proposi­
tions in respect of their affirmation and denial, or truth and falsity. The 
diagram m atic representation o f them is as follow s;

A Contraries E
* t/l
= ee*

�

Su
ba

l \ / �
aV»

I Sub-Contraries 0
B y  Contraries we mean that if A  be true E  is false, and if E  be true 

�� is false. But if A  be false E_is indeterminate, that is, we do not know 
whether it is true or false, and if E  be false A  is indeterminate. By Sub­
Contraries we mean that, if 1 be true O is indeterminate, and if O be true 
I is indeterminate. But if I be false O is true and if O be false I is true. 
B y  Contradictories we mean that, if  A  be true O is false and if O be true 
A  is false, and that, if A be false O is true and if O be false A  is true. 
The same relations hold between E and 1. Contradictories represent 
mutual inconsistency in ail relations or assumptions whatever. That is, 
if one is true the other ts false, and vice versa. B y  Sub-altem s we mean 
that, if  A  be true 1 is true and if E  be true O is true. But if A be false X 
is indeterminate, and if E  be false O is indeterminate. But if X be true A 
will be indeterminate and if O be true E  will be indeterminate, and if 1 be 
false A  will be false and if O be false E  will be false.

There is nothing in this logical scheme of relationship between prop­
ositions to determine which one is actually true or false and it is not in­
tended to do this. But if we have any means of determining the truth or 
falsity of any proposition at all we can decide the limitations and rights 
of denial and affirmation in regard to all other propositions involving the 
same subject and predicate. But without first accepting the truth of 
some proposition we cannot say one word, in logical parlance, about the 
truth or falsity  of any other proposition. The right to question the truth 
of any proposition will depend thus upon the probable or certain truth of





The Bias of Scepticism. IS

Take the statement “  No oaks are elms.” This statement 
is admitted to be universally true. But it could not be true 
i! oaks and elms were not species under a larger genus. The 
very conception of species means that they exclude agreement 
with each other in the fundamental characteristic by which 
they are determined as species. The terms stand primarily 
for the recognition of this distinguishing mark or characteris­
tic, or differentia, as it is called. Without this relation be­
tween concepts no universal negative propositions would be 
possible. There would only be genera, or rather one genus, to 
form affirmative propositions. Thus in the proposition “ No 
oaks are elms,” unless the terms “ oaks "  and “ elms ”  are 
species, one of them would have to be the genus or wholly 
unrelated to the other. Without relation neither affirmation 
nor denial is possible, and if one be the genus the other would 
have to be one of the species making up that genus. It hap­
pens that we have adopted the term “ trees ”  as the genus of 
“  oaks "  and “  elms,” and this enables us to form various af­
firmative propositions. For instance, " Trees are good for 
lumber.”  The proposition could never be negative unless 
“  trees ”  and “ lumber ”  are species again, and the genus

terminate and would make discussion on any subject impossible and scepticism 
would bave as little justification as belief. 1 refer, o f course, to the scep­
ticism  of denial, not the scepticism of ignorance. The latter is the only 
one that implies any suspense of judgment and hence is the only position 
that can be free from bias in any sense in which the sceptic likes to speak 
o f  it with reproach.

N ow  as the ultimate bases of knowledge and " p r o o f "  cannot be 
log ically  "  proved," and as, accepting these bases as valid, we have to 
decide between the claims of affirmative and negative propositions to 
being the basis o f truth, the only question that remains is whether néga­
tive or affirmative propositions are the basis of knowledge.

In the first place, one important fact to note is that no reason in g  is 
p o ssib le  w ith  n egative pro p o sitio n s alone. A t  least one proposition in a 
syllogism  must be affirmative. _ This means that no negative proposition 
in the conclusion is possible without the admission of an affirmative. In 
logical "  proof,” therefore, affirmative propositions have the priority in 
the basis of truth in so far as that is determined by logical processes. It 
remains then to see if negative propositions can be certified by any pro­
cess which is not reasoning and yet independently o f affirmative state­
ments. That they cannot be certified independently is apparent in the 
fact that all negative propositions are based upon the relation o f  exclu sio n  
betw een  sp ecies, the genus representing an affirmative in all cases. This 
means that no denial is possible without first admitting ��  affirmative 
which conditions the denial. Hence both within and without the logical 
processes denial first depends on affirmation.
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making this possible would be still more general. But with 
the concepts “ trees,”  “ oaks *’ and “ elms •*' we could have 
the various affirmative propositions “  All oaks are trees,”  
“ all elms are trees,” 11 Some trees are oaks,” and “ Some 
trees are elms,” But we could never say, “  No trees are 
oaks,”  or “ No trees are elms,” or “ No oaks are trees,”  or 
“ No elms are trees.” No universal negations or negative 
propositions are possible in the relation between genus and 
species. The consequence is that no universal negative is 
possible except as conditioned upon the existence of an affir­
mative proposition or concept.

In regard to particular negatives the same principle may 
be stated in a slightly different manner. We found that cer­
tain particular negatives existed side beside with the universal 
affirmative, such as “  Some trees are not oaks ”  and “  Some 
trees are not elms.” These exist side beside with the affirma­
tives “  Some trees are oaks ” and “  Some trees are elms,”  
and being possible and true without involving the falsity of 
the latter, we might ask whether the negatives any more de­
pend on the affirmative than the affirmative upon the nega­
tive. This is true for the particular propositions, but it is 
noticeable that both the affirmative and negative propositions 
depend for their existence upon the assumption of species. 
Unless there are at least two species in the genus there is no 
distinction between genus and species and we have a genus 
alone, and this is an affirmative fact and an affirmative fact 
alone. No negative is possible in the case. The negative 
arises, not from the relation to the particular affirmative prop­
osition but from the relation of the genus to the species as in 
the case of universal negatives. Consequently all negative 
propositions whatsoever are conditioned by the existence of 
affirmatives.

Now the whole question as to the meaning and rights of 
scepticism will depend on the mental attitude toward proposi­
tions. If scepticism is or means the denial of any statement 
it is conditioned upon belief or knowledge of some kind, as 
negative propositions are not possible without affirmatives. 
We have to believe or know something before we can deny 
something else. But when we know or believe any affirma-
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separated by the whole wide difference of ignorance and 
knowledge, of doubt and certainty. We cannot well attribute 
a bias to a judgment which has not committed itself to one 
side or the other of a proposition, but which opens its mind to 
either side. Bias is supposed to determine more or less 
which alternative judgment it accepts and a balanced judg­
ment leaves them both undecided. The sceptic or scepticism 
which does not deny; which admits the possibility of either 
alternative judgment and weighs evidence; which does not 
ridicule the advocate of either side, is something which can 
lay claims to disinterestedness and freedom from prejudice. 
But where the sceptic has as strong convictions against a doc­
trine as a believer has for it; where he undertakes to pro­
nounce judgment for the negative, and where he ridicules his 
opponent’s position, or refuses to listen to facts because they 
must forsooth modify his established opinions there is the 
same liability to bias as in the believer. And the sceptic is 
opposed to this precisely in proportion to the confidence that 
he has in the existing body of knowledge which tends to sup­
port the belief that there is a necessary contradiction between 
it and any new truth or facts which present themselves to the 
mind. The consequence is that we require to examine care­
fully into what we understand a bias or prejudice is, and how 
it affects the formation of opinions.

We have found that a bias is essentially associated with 
knowledge and belief, when it exists at all, and that it is not a 
natural, or perhaps not a possible accompaniment of balanced 
judgment or indecision between alternative attitudes toward 
propositions, so that it remains to see just what it is and when 
it affects the mind. A bias is supposed to be a censurable 
thing, and if it is so it is an avoidable condition of mind. As 
a supposed censurable thing it is some moral defect which we 
think the mind can correct and remove. As such it must be 
some interest or emotion, or passion with regard to the same 
real or alleged truth, and as an interest introduces into the 
mind an emotional as opposed to an intellectual standard of 
truth. It is this which a legitimate scepticism deplores, and 
as long as it dominates the mind of the subject argument and 
facts are useless. No facts or logic will convert the will, ex-
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cept that will be already predisposed to reflection and is will­
ing to listen to them when they oppose its natural inclina­
tions. In such a condition every one

Convinced against his will
Is of the same opinion still.

But there is a natural bias which affects us all more or less 
and it will be censurable or not according to the extent to 
which we know our liability to it. It is what I shall call the 
bias of knowledge. We may even dispute that any such bias 
really exists. Certainly if it does and is to any extent ex­
cusable or inevitable it is unfortunate that the term bias 
should denominate two such distinct things as a censurable 
and an unavoidable condition of mind. Condemnation of an 
act implies that it is avoidable; apology and excuse for it 
means that it is more or less inevitable, or at least not censur­
able. But it is a fact that the term bias and prejudice denote 
certain mental conditions which, whether simple or complex, 
are not always of the same degree of reproach ability. If we 
could limit the term bias, as perhaps we should do, to the 
mental acts which are partly intellectual and partly moral and 
which obstruct the balancing of judgment, we might obtain a 
clearer conception of the conditions which we mean to con­
demn as prejudice. But it is certain that the idea is not a per­
fectly simple one. The situation which proves that bias 
exists may not be the one in which its nature is always ap­
parent and hence illustration of it in any concrete case may 
not exhibit all the elements constituting it. But the usual 
situation that assumes its presence is that in which the be­
liever is presumably interested in his convictions and believes 
them because he is interested, while the sceptic is supposed to 
be interested in the same but is not convinced, tho desiring to 
be so. This situation is supposed to indicate that it is the 
sceptic that is not biassed. If so we can hardly suppose that 
the bias consists in the interest and desire for the truth in­
volved, as he would then be equally biassed with the believer, 
and so equally censurable. The only common element be­
tween the two in such illustrations is the assumed interest and 
if that does not constitute the bias the judgment does and the
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R E P O R T  O F  F I R E  T E S T  E X P E R I M E N T S .
B y  Prescott F . Hall.

Introduction b y  Ja m es H . Hyslop.

Some eighteen months ago, in an inquiry connected with 
a questionaire which I had sent out, I received among the an­
swers the statement by one of my informants that she had 
had an interesting experience with a Mr. F. E. Foskett rep­
resenting a fire test. I quote her statements, reserving the 
name.

“ I have seen a medium, a friend of mine, give the fire test. 
He allowed me to watch him from beginning to end. He washed 
his hands in pure water, then went into a trance, after which he 
was able to put his fingers into a lamp chimney, the light being 
lighted, wash his hands with burning alcohol and other feats with 
red hot irons. In the end not a hair was scorched. I was not al­
lowed to speak or make a noise during the whole exhibition.”

Having in mind the practice of using preparations for the 
fingers in such experiments I made further inquiries of my 
informant, and the following was her reply.

April 13th, 1908.
James H. Hyslop,

My dear Sir:—The name of the medium was Fred. Foskett. 
He does not live in the same place (informant’s), living about 
fifty miles distant. He has a most reliable character. He is 
most conscientious. He is a very sensitive man and dislikes giv­
ing public exhibitions. I know that he is a firm believer in it and 
from the talks 1 have had with him I am convinced there is some­
thing besides a trick.

The water was put in a dish that belonged to me and had not 
been out of my hands. I got the water myself from the town's 
supply. I am positive that no chemicals were used. It was a 
private performance. The medium is so sensitive that I feel that 
I had better not give addresses of witnesses. It was at a private 
house.

Sincerely yours,
M------ C -
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i soon afterward communicated with Mr. Foskett and he 
replied that he was willing to perform the experiment. It 
was some months before I had any opportunity to arrange it. 
But recently I was able to interest Mr. Hall in the experiment 
and his Report follows below. I shall only call attention to 
the “ fire tests ” mentioned in the work of the English Soci­
ety, (Journal, Vols. IV, VI and IX, and Proceedings, Vols. VI, 
IX, XIII, X IV  and XV). Prof. S. P. Langley made some 
notes on the subject in a publication which is not at hand at 
present.

It will be observed that the lady who reported her expe­
rience stated that “  not a hair was scorched,” and Mr, Hall 
remarks that the hairs were burnt off the hand. The for­
mer's statement is an illustration of the kind of enthusiastic 
observation which may often be made in such connections, 
especially when it is memory that has to tell the story and the 
observations have not been scientific,

Mr. Hall states, in reply to inquiries, that “  the chloro­
form was used to remove possible coatings of alum and other 
protection. It does not produce anaesthesia to heat. This 
was proved by Mr. Batchelder and myself. You will note in 
mv report that Mr. Batchelder washed his hands in chloro­
form just as Foskett did."

I withhold the address of Mr. Foskett and others men­
tioned in the Report in order to prevent annoyance from cor­
respondents and others.

After Mr. Hall reported his results I obtained the names 
and addresses of several persons who knew Mr. Foskett to as­
certain his standing and character in the community. I had 
no intention to publish any of them, but the following were so 
important that I make an exception of them.

Dec. 4, 1908.
Mr. James H. Hyslop,

My dear Sir:—I have your inquiry of the 2d inst., asking 
about Mr. Fred E. Foskett of this town. I have known the gen­
tleman about 20 years and consider him a man above reproach in 
every way.

Up to ten years ago, or thereabouts, I simply knew him as an
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Machine factory, and I have found him to be one of the most 
faithful, conscientious workmen in our employ. His work con­
sists chiefly of adjusting needle bar cams, and it requires no small 
amount of skill and patience to do the work properly.

In speaking of the interesting experiments you have had with 
Mr. Foskett, 1 presume you allude to the " tire test ” as I believe 
he calls it. I have had the pleasure of witnessing this remark­
able performance, and am very much pleased that it has come to 
your notice, and is being investigated by the society which you 
represent.

I have had many friendly arguments with Mr. Foskett in re­
gard to this and other tests which he gives, and, while I have 
argued from the standpoint of a skeptic as regards Spiritualism, 
and still doubt that his so-called spirit friends have anything to 
do with the phenomena, I must say that I firmly believe that he 
is honest in the matter and is just as anxious to understand this 
power which he has as I am, myself.

Knowing as I do that when in a normal state of mind the man 
is of a rather timid nature, I do not believe he would dare give 
this test in the presence of scientific men like yourself and others 
of the society, if he was resorting to trickery.

No, I believe the man is honest about it, and has a power that 
he nor anyone else understands. I am deeply interested in this 
subject, and shall watch your investigations in this case with a 
great deal of interest. If I can be of any further service to you, 
command me.

Very truly vours,
PERCIVAL M. HERRICK.

&���)%� . �� � )�� � ����

The sitting with Mr. F. E. Foskett (hereinafter called F.) 
took place at his residence on Saturday afternoon, November 
21, igo8, between 3.45 and 5.30 o’clock. I took with me Mr. 
Charles C. Batchelder (hereinafter called B.) who kindly 
brought a camera and took some photographs and also fur- 
nishetf the chloroform hereinafter referred to.

��)��+��� � ��%�)� � 0 ���+� . � � � )�� � � �1�%%�

F. lives with his wife and daughter at the house of Mr. 
George M. Mayo (hereinafter called Mayo). Orange, Mass. 
F. was born in 1851. His daughter is said to be a bright girl 
but not nervous or abnormal and is 25 years of age. His 
mother has been a powerful clairvoyant medium. He himself
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first noticed mediumistic power in table tipping at the age of
18. From time to time he attended spiritualistic meetings. 
About thirty-two years ago he witnessed the fire tests done 
by a professional medium, Mrs. Suydam, at a camp meeting 
at Lake Pleasant, near Orange, Mass. Shortly after, a voice 
or impression seemed to tell him he could do likewise, and he 
went home at once, and in the presence of a friend, in his 
own room, did the match and lamp experiments described 
below successfully. Thereafter he did the fire tests profes­
sionally at Lake Pleasant and at Lake Sunapee, N. H., at 
various times for fifteen years. In the last seventeen years 
he has done them perhaps twelve times for friends,—always 
in the presence of Mayo.

F. further stated that after the development of the fire test 
phase, he developed clairvoyance, and in later years, magnetic 
healing. He does the last by getting into trance, when a 
spirit control states the disease of the patient. F. has no 
mental vision of the patient’s body. He heals by stroking 
the affected parts. He can take away pain. Treating tires 
him. He has recently advertised as a magnetic healer, but 
otherwise now does no work as a professional medium.

For the last fourteen years he has been an adjuster of 
needle-bars for the New Home Sewing Machine Company at 
its factory in Orange, Mass. Before that he worked in a fur­
niture factory in Orange. His work in the sewing machine 
factory, he says, requires delicacy of touch. He was born in 
the neighboring town of Athol. His father worked in a pail 
factory and died when F. was nine years old. F. is a spir­
itualist in religious belief.

Ordinarily he is strong and well, but if he gets over­
worked, he goes to pieces nervously. At one time, he was 
hypnotized by a Prof. Cantwell for ten days or two weeks, 
and proved to be a good subject for exhibition purposes, but 
lost flesh under the process. Had a fever as a boy, but re­
members no other serious illness. Has no dizziness or faint­
ing fits. Sleeps and eats well; is not subject to somnam­
bulism.
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held his fingers in its flame for three or four seconds at a time, 
first one hand and then the other, until his fingers were black­
ened. This was repeated at least three times with each 
hand. At this time he accidentally put the lamp out and re­
lighted it twice.

The lamp chimney was then fastened upright and he 
turned the wick up as far as possible without its smoking. 
After washing his hands again, as above, in soap and water 
and chloroform, he grasped the lamp chimney by the narrow­
est part, his hand covering the top two and one-half inches of 
the chimney, and held it first in one hand and then in the 
other at arm’s length for ten seconds in each hand. Then, he 
inserted two fingers into the chimney, holding it with his 
other fingers as before, and held up the lamp in this way for 
ten seconds with each hand,

Mayo then poured about two ounces of alcohol into the 
pan. The alcohol was furnished by F., but was smelt of and 
tasted by me, F. lighted it and dipped it up with his hands, 
passing his hands through the flames and holding out one or 
both hands flaming with alcohol until the flames burned them­
selves out on his hands. The hair on his hands was burned 
off, short, and that on his wrists burned and curled up. This 
last experiment occupied perhaps thirty or forty seconds, and 
the flame on his outstretched hands lasted for five or six 
periods of five or six seconds each. Owing to careful watch­
ing of the experiments, I was not able to take the time of each 
event with my watch, but am certain the foregoing lengths of 
time are not exaggerated.

F. then sank back tn his chair, closed his eyes, and awoke 
to his normal condition in thirty to sixty seconds.

The whole time of the actual tests was seven minutes by 
my watch. F.*s pulse directly after the experiment was 130: 
ten minutes after, 120; one-half hour after, 100. It was not 
taken before the experiments for the reason above mentioned 
as to photography.

� )�� 	 �6�� �7� �)�� �+%�� �+� � �� ���4�

B, then undertook to repeat the foregoing experiments 
with the matches and bare lamp flame, but could not hold his
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belonged to four different tribes. The same winter the following 
whalers wintered at Marble Island, immediately alongside us: 
the Abbott Lawrence, a brig, Captain Mosher; the Isabella, a 
brig, which had a young captain, from Maine, named George 
Garvin; the A. J. Ross, also a brig, Captain St. Clair; also the 
search schooner, Eothen, looking after the remains of the Sir 
John Franklin expedition, Captain Perry. The latter was from 
New York, the others from New Bedford, Mass.

During the winter the Esquimaux hunters, when compelled 
by hunger, would go over the floe-ice for walrus and seal.

Among these Esquimaux, many of whom had acquired Eng­
lish nick-names, was one called Brownie, who spoke English well, 
and was quite intelligent, and in great demand by the ship cap­
tains, when there. His old mother, who went by the name of 
Brownie’s mother, spoke broken English, and was an excellent 
needle-woman in the Esquimaux fashion. Brownie was a man of 
thirty or thirty-two years. A younger man, of another tribe, and 
his brother, neither of whom spoke English, one of them being 
nick-named Pat, and the other Pat's brother, were also there. 
There were plenty of Esquimaux dogs in their camp. Another 
Esquimaux was named Aleck Taylor (I do not know his native 
name) : he was a tall, well-formed and intelligent man, an excel­
lent hunter, about forty-five years old. He spoke fair English, 
He belonged to the Rinnepitoo tribe, while Brownie and his 
mother belonged to the Igloe Lick (strong-house) tribe.

In the early part of March, 1879 (I find by my notes, Friday, 
March 14th) a party of the Esquimaux went on to the floe to the 
south of the island, to hunt walrus or seal, about eight or nine 
men in all. The wind suddenly changed to blow from the north, 
and the floe-ice began to move to the south. All escaped with 
great difficulty to the camp except Brownie, Pat, and Pat’s 
brother, and two Esquimaux dogs. These were carried rapidly 
to the south, as the center part of the Bay was not frozen.

Until Brownie reappeared in the camp was a period of four­
teen days, he having reappeared on the evening of March 27th.

Searching parties, including some of us with boats, searched 
all night, when they disappeared, but the ice had broken loose 
from the north and was all moving to the south, leaving only 
water between the island and Brownie's party; and vapor rapidly 
rises on such water, and shuts out the view.

There was great anxiety and worriment among the natives re­
maining behind.

While the party was absent, and when the anxiety was at its 
height. Brownie's mother urged Aleck Taylor “ to make Anti­
coot." Preparations were accordingly made, and Mother Brownie 
told me herself that they were going to make Anticoot about the 
men who had gone on the ice.
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I crawled into Mother Brownie’s snow igloe, and found that�
the process had commenced. There were present two or three�
natives besides Mother Brownie and Taylor, and three or four of�
the whites, among whom I feel sure was Sandy McKenna, who�
was working some eight or ten years ago in a dry-goods store in�
Providence, R. I., and previously lived in Ansonia, Conn, I was,�
at that ime, about twenty-two years old: our vessel was the�
Abbie Bradford: the captain was E. B. Fisher, from East F a l­
mouth (Cape Cod), Mass., and was at that time about forty-five�
years old.

He was not present in the igloe at the time, but afterwards�
knew all of the particulars, as well as did Captain St. Clair, of the�
A. G. Ross, who took great interest in the proceedings, and ques­
tioned all the parties. Captain St, Clair was a New Bedford�
man. He was afterwards employed in the Wamsuta mills in�
New Bedford.

When I entered the igloe (which had one-half of its diameter�
built up for a bed, as is usual), I saw Taylor standing there on�
the lower part, and apparently working himself up. He was�
frothing at the mouth, his arms stretching and contracting some­
what; he kept moving his head, and appeared as if he was going�
to bite at the lamp in the igloe, his head constantly in this motion.�
His eyes were open and staring rather, and apparently set. He�
was standing firmly on his feet. He was bareheaded: he did not�
appear to be controlled by Mother Brownie or anyone else pres­
ent. Mother Brownie was sitting cross-legged on the bed-part�
of the igloe, facing Taylor, and watching him, and kept urging�
him on, repeating the words “  a-tee, a-tee! ”  which means, go�
ahead.

He gradually assumed a more natural position, and stood�
erect, and appeared to be awake and normal, and ready to answer�
any questions which Mother Brownie might ask. Some of those�
present, of the whites, wanted to speak to him, but Mother�
Brownie interfered at once, and would not allow it. She did all�
the questioning.

He did not froth at the mouth, and appeared quite rational,�
when so being questioned. She began to question him quietly,�
and very eagerly looking right at him, and the responses were at�
first not instantaneous, but given as though he was thinking, and�
they were not given in a loud voice. At times there was a hesi­
tation in his answers, as though thinking what to say. Then�
Mother Brownie would ask again, and the answer would then�
come at once.

The questions and answers were all in the Esquimaux lan­
guage.

I understood enough of it to know what the conversation was�
about, as I had been among them, roughly speaking, for about
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and Teturn. I do not recollect that I saw his notes, but he 
brought me quite a number of Eskimo relics, to each of which 
was attached a story of its acquisition and locality. He was a 
petty officer (harpooner) and was obviously an intelligent and 
reliable man. He occupied much time in answering all sorts of 
questions about whales and whaling, and the geological and 
topographical features of the countries he visited, from which I 
derived much valuable personal information, and what he said 
fitted in so closely with other data of my own, and with the rec­
ords of the Ethnological Bureau of the Smithsonian, that I am 
certain that he was not only a man of veracity, but of good judg­
ment and careful observation.

The word “ Anticoot" is a dialectical variant of the Green­
land Eskimo word “ Angekok." On the Alaska northern coasts 
it has another variation. It is also possible that these are all 
merely faults of observation or bearing, but I do not think so. I 
have made much of a study of the Eskimo in work of mine on 
American ethnology, in which I have been engaged, especially 
with the Maya and Cherokee stocks, and in connection with my 
unpublished work on 11 Crystal-vision in Prehistoric America,” 
the results being very surprising, $ � " � 1 � 	 �  means magic, the 
one that practises it, or the agency which produces it. It corre­
sponds to our Psychic, which may be adjective or noun, and per­
sonal or phenomenal, or even esoteric. I say above “ magic,” but 
that is a loose term, and taking all my knowledge of these people, 
I should call angekok merely the equivalent of psychic, and let 
it go at that. It is not a ” spook; ” there are three forms for that, 
differently applied.

The igloe ( IG L O E )  is the Eskimo snow house used in win­
ter, it is fashioned from blocks of snow, laid in circular form, and 
converging to a hemisphere at top. The entrance is 2j^ feet 
high, thirty to sixty feet long, and zig-zagged laterally to keep 
blasts out. About one-half the interior (which may be 12 to 16 
feet diameter, and 8 or 10 feet to 12 feet high), is raised half hip 
high for seat or bed. The breath and lamp glazes the inside 
walls to a hard finish.

Yours sincerely,
I. \V. HEYSINGER.
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dices and by showing him that his standards have been ac­
cepted and satisfied. We may laugh at him in our sleeves, 
but we can also disarm him, and that is the first important 
step. It is not in the advocacy of a theory that this need be 
done, but in the establishment of facts which the sceptic’s 
prejudices prevent him from admitting. The majority of 
men's prejudices are not determined by any really scientific 
positions, but by the relation of the individual to his environ­
ment, tho preconceptions are caused by education and ex­
perience. His environment, howeyer, is the first thing that 
the individual regards when having to face a new truth or a 
new fact. He may not be always conscious of this influence. 
He may even think that he is governed by wholly different 
agencies and that he is strictly scientific in his resistance to 
the new. But the opinion of their neighbors is one of the 
strongest influences in men who ought to be above them, and 
it decides the methods by which they have to be converted to 
the doctrine that their neighbors are wrong.

If we could convert the sceptic's neighbors first we might 
introduce a very strong counter-irritant to his conservatism. 
But it happens that too often this very environment respects 
his authority and will not listen to any gospel except that 
which the orthodox teach, and it is necessary to secure good 
company by fooling the fountain heads of knowledge! It is 
a fact that they have not always been the discoverers of the 
most important truths. Most of the world’s largest views of 
life and knowledge have originated among the common peo­
ple or outside the circle of the orthodox. All that the scien­
tific man has accomplished in these matters has been the ac­
cumulation of more acceptable proof. In psychic research 
the facts have been affirmed for ages and imitated for as 
many, and it is only a question of obtaining a criterion for 
discriminating between the genuine and the false. Unfor­
tunately it has had to adapt itself to the dogmatism of scien­
tists to get any hearing and to continue a back fire on this 
group by getting the public to bring its influence to bear on 
the prejudices of the slow moving devotees of science. If 
the public had not come to respect the so-called scientific 
man so much, psychic research might have gone about its
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or a year will not affect a narrative in all normal conditions of 
the human mind, and if this be so why not frankly recognize 
the fact, especially after we have removed a lot of prejudices 
about the matter by accepting the sceptic’s false premises? 
We have ultimately to come to the intrinsic standard in all 
cases and that is the consistent unity of certain facts produced 
in large numbers under the varying conditions of human 
progress and change. Each individual story may not supply 
all the credentials desired, but the mass of them may supply 
enough to eliminate the personal equation from many others. 
When it comes to the supernormal the synthetic unity should 
be of perfectly natural events taken individually, and the 
only supernormal aspect should be that conjunction, or the 
conjunction of one extraordinary fact with a group of per* 
fectly natural ones. A single incident of this against all 
human experience would not suffice, but multiplied in many 
cases they would prove much more when the individual case 
or a few of them would not carry conviction. This synthetic 
unity is worth much more than any arbitrary standard set by 
the prejudices of the age tho it may not be available for pro­
ducing the desired effect, until the sceptic has yielded his 
antipathy to our point of view.

With this introduction I may turn to special topics of 
more weight and interest. In this further discussion of Mr. 
Podmore’s book I mean to examine the fundamental ques­
tions assumed or defended in it, in order to ascertain the 
source of what I regard as the illusions of his attitude toward 
certain specific theories of supernormal phenomena.

� 9 � � ( �%-)��� �+,� %9�� �-��)+�%-)���

The very title to Mr. Podmore’s book, namely, “ The Nat­
uralization of the Supernatural,1' shows a fundamental illu­
sion in regard to the problem of psychic research. As a title 
to catch the interest of a reader it would not be criticized. 
But if that were his object he should have been careful to ex­
plain that it did not do more than appeal to a mistaken inter­
est. He, however, takes the conception seriously and in the 
introductory chapter admits that the title “ describes in pop­
ular language the object aimed at." Now as the whole pol-

1
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was the negation of the natural, and if there were any facts 
to prove that the natural as previously defined had been 
transcended it becomes a perfectly legitimate and necessary 
conception, not to be denied or removed, even tho we are 

* not able to understand it as we suppose we understand the . 
natural.

If Greek thought had made itself flexible enough to ad­
mit within its compass the alleged facts on which Christian­
ity had based its philosophy there would have been no con­
troversy, but not being willing to concede an extension of 
the “ natural” or "physical”  it thought to deny the exist­
ence of anything transcending the then known! The then 
known was the properties of matter and consciousness was 
supposedly a function of material organism. But Chris­
tianity simply played sceptic on this question of the nature 
of consciousness and as long as it maintained that mental 
phenomena were not functions of the physical it had no al­
ternative to the hypothesis of the "  supernatural.”  It may 
not have been clear in its limitations of the physical, but 
neither was Greek philosophy any more clear, as Christianity 
only accepted the Greek definition of them. Hence the as­
sumed nature of the physical determined whether it could be 
assumed to be all that human thought had to recognize. 
The “  supernatural ” was simply the necessary correlate of 
the limits assigned to the idea of matter and this whether 
those limits were arbitrarily assigned or not. Materialism 
was the name for the point of view which affirmed monism 
and denied the existence of any reality beyond or not depend­
ent on it. Spiritualism, or dualism, was the name for the 
doctrine which affirmed that matter as ordinarily defined did 
not account for the phenomena of consciousness, and more 
especially for the alleged phenomena of apparitions and allied 
events which even Mr. Podmore reproaches science for not 
accepting!

The real point of controversy was in regard to certain al­
leged phenomena, and it is perhaps the point of discussion 
to-day with many of the scientific Philistines. Their hesita­
tion and opposition to telepathy, for instance, is the appear­
ance to them that their whole fabric of physical science is
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ter ”  at the basis of things changes the center of scientific and 
explanatory interest, so that the reverse point of view is 
adopted in comparison with the “ natural,”  which started 
with “  matter ”  as its basic principle. The subordination of 
material phenomena to the etherial simply "  supernatural- 
izes "  the universe, in at least one conception of that term, if 
we refuse to take the conception of the “  natural "  any farther 
than it has been taken usually. And the course does not de­
pend on “  generalizing ”  the idea of the “  supernatural,”  but 
in the place assigned to it in the explanation of things. The 
“ natural " may remain as comprehensive as before. But if 
a man chooses to insist on perfectly clear thinking and also 
upon the correct scientific criterion of provable things, 
namely, sense perception, he may demand that the “  natural ” 
shall be narrowed and the “  supernatural ”  widened, and if 
he does so he would still more "  supernaturalize ”  the order 
of things.

If I am asked which of these courses I would take I would 
say, neither of them. I do not believe in adopting the super­
naturalization of the natural or in the naturalization of the 
supernatural. They are both intellectual frauds practiced on 
the uncritical public. They may well be used tentatively for 
purposes of critical analysis and to show the flexibility of our 
conceptions, but as means of determining ultimate truths 
they are little better than prestidigitation.

Now if Mr. Podmore means by the distinction between 
the natural and the supernatural that it is the same as that 
between materialism and spiritualism, there might have been 
a basis for discussion. He does not say that he makes it con­
vertible with the latter and one will search in vain through 
the book for any avowed acceptance of the materialistic the­
ory. To make his preference for the “  natural ”  clear he 
should have defined his position on this matter. But he does 
not do so. He seems to have left to his publishers the duty 
to do this. On the paper cover of the volume they advertize 
it in the following terms.

"M r. Podmore’s book is a skilful and scholarly present­
ment of an able materialist, whose main conclusions are those 
of an intelligent scientist. After tracing in a lucid and vigor-
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uralizing the supernatural.”  It is this, his conception of 
telepathy, which I think should be examined with consid­
erable care. If telepathy be taken as controverting or ques­
tioning a materialistic theory it is necessary to show that it is 
consistent with materialism in order to " naturalize ”  it, and 
this Mr. Podmore does without calling his position material­
istic. His fundamental claim is that telepathy may be con­
nected with vibrations of a suitable amplitude to identify the 
process with the phenomena of physical science. I shall 
quote his statements on this matter and then take up the 
issue directly.

Mr. Podmore begins with a statement of what normal 
communication is between living people and proceeds to the 
analogy with wireless telegraphy.

“  There remains the question as to the nature of the 
transmission [speaking of telepathy]. When I tell a piece 
of news to a friend a psychical state in me produces a corre­
sponding psychical state in him. But we recognize that the 
psychical process proceeds pari passu with a physical process. 
The tension in my nerve centres provokes to action my or­
gans of speech, which give rise to aerial waves, which in turn 
produce a physical change in my friend’s ears and so ulti­
mately in his brain. Can any corresponding chain of phys­
ical causation be traced when the news is conveyed telepath- 
ically? So far as experiments at close quarters is concerned, 
when the two parties are separated by a few feet or yards 
only, there is no difficulty in conceiving that the entire pro­
cess may be susceptible of expression in physical terms. We 
have at either end of the chain a physical event—the changes 
in the cerebral tissues which are presumed to correspond to 
every thought or sensation. And it is not without interest to 
note in this connection that the arrangement of some of the 
nerve cells in the brain bears a superficial resemblance to the 
arrangement of the particles in the ‘ coherer 1 used for the re­
ception of the message in wireless telegraphy.”

I want to discuss fully the misconceptions involved in all 
that is said here and in the assertion or insinuation that there 
is any "  naturalization of the supernatural ”  in this. I might 
raise the fundamental question whether “  etherial vibra-
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JUST PUBLISHED

ARCANA OF NATURE
;�� 1F����� �F��>�

Thia scholarly, scientific and able work, written by a seventeen-�
year-old farm-lad, with no library, no books of reference, and with�
scant education, is a mystery and a problem demanding solution.

In the Introduction is given an adequate explanation, together�
with sketches of the lives of several other well-known mystics.

The well-attested marvels in the life of Swedenborg are seen in�
a new light and explained by a law which applies to all mystics�
and seers.

Students of Psychical Research and all persons interested in the�
spiritual life and in the phenomena of clairvoyance, prophecy,�
trance, thought-transference and also of genius in its many forms�
will find in this volume matters of the greatest interest and far-�
reaching significance.
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that treat of this subject, therefore if you do not find what you 
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selves offer fair reasons for credibility, and no doubt would 
be accepted by many people on the trustworthiness of Miss 
Bates. But for this admission of philosophical views which 
the general reader possessing a proclivity for accepting theo­
ries on individual instances of human experience the book 
might have only received a brief notice, with recommenda­
tions for its interest and usefulness to psychic research. In 
order, however, to protect many minds against accepting 
philosophic generalizations while it admits the facts which 
seem to support them, it will appear wise to animadvert on 
both the facts and the theories discussed by Miss Bates.

Miss Bates, in reply to criticism of her previous work, 
mentioned above, and in which she had been careful to fore­
stall the criticism that it was not evidential, repeats more 
carefully in the preface of this book that it is not evidential 
and thereby makes it unjust and unnecessary for the Pod- 
morean intellect to try its mettle on the contents. Miss 
Bates is giving and only professing to give her personal ex­
periences to such as she might meet at an afternoon tea. ex­
pecting that the duplication of such experiences among tile 
many thousands of private people might serve the effect of 
science, which they would, tho I imagine the more strict 
members of the Saducees would remonstrate against this 
principle. But I care not for that class. I merely assert as a 
fundamental principle of scientific method that the quantity 
of complex phenomena having a certain type will in the long 
run take the place of quality, and indeed quality will go 
very little ways until the criterion of quantity has been satis­
fied, No doubt in the first stages of inquiry where scepticism 
is the only assumed mark of intelligence and where the first 
duty is to silence all objections it is extremely important to 
remove all possible objections from the individual incident, 
even the best attested single cases will not prove a theory. 
They but answer an objection. It is the accumulation of like 
incidents varying in certain characteristics and having a com­
mon feature that tells the story for an hypothesis. Hence, 
while it would take many works like that of Miss Bates to 
prove a theory, which may be ’eft to the more careful investi­
gations of the Society, I think she is quite justified in collat-
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ing such experiences as she has had and leaving them to the 
intelligent public to measure and appreciate along with the 
Records of the Society.

But in the course of this justifiable course Miss Bates has 
Set drop a number of views which are not any necessary or 
even logical part of the book and its object, and which will 
obtain credence with the facts in the integrity of the author 
and on the ground of coincidence. That is, the explana­
tions will be accepted along with the narrative of facts, tho 
they are no necessary part of the facts or inferences to be 
drawn for them. It may conduce to clear thinking, there­
fore, if we seize the opportunity to discriminate between the 
importance of the facts and the nature of the theoretical views 
expressed.

In the first few sentences of the book Miss Bates tries to 
break a lance on the subject of the “ supernatural.” She dis­
tinguishes like all good psychic researchers between the 
“ supernormal "  and the "  supernatural,” but not for the rea­
sons that psychic researchers usually have. She does it in 
order to affirm that there is no “ supernatural” at all. She 
says that “ we have all learned by this time that nothing 
which happens can possibly be supernatural.” This depends. 
Psychic researchers adopt the term *' supernormal ” for the 
purpose of discriminating between phenomena to be ex­
plained and the older theory for explaining them, tho reserv­
ing the right to admit that this older theory was in the main 
right. This policy protects the inquiry against equivocators 
with the term “ supernatural." But to deny the existence of 
the “  supernatural ” while affirming in loud terms the sole ex­
istence of the “ natural " is to forget the conceptions which 
had once determined the distinction. To my mind the denial 
to-day of the “ supernatural ” is tantamount also to the denial 
of the “ natural," as this latter term has finally absorbed all 
that had been excluded from it formerly. Miss Bates be­
lieves in the existence of those who lived in the body. She 
actually regards these realities as etheric, and that is all that 
is necessary to sustain the ancient conception of the “ super­
natural." Indeed, to Christianity it sufficed to prove the 
“  supernatural " i f  you proved that human consciousness sur-
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less thinkers, or encouragement given them to fix a meaning 
for the term death which it cannot possess legitimately for all 
who know anything about the history of human thought.

Take another statement. "A body can die but a »nun 
cannot die.,T Why not? It all depends on the definition. 
And with or without the definition it is the question under 
dispute whether “  man " does not die. The issue cannot be 
decided by equivocating with the term “ man.” Of course, 
if you mean by “ man " a soul other than the brain, you may 
have at least a presumption for survival under the indestruct­
ibility of matter, but if you are to accept the doctrine of rein­
carnation which Miss Bates inclines to admit, accepting the 
absence of memory in the case, we should have the practical 
annihilation of all that makes survival interesting and if the 
" man ” survived it would not be the “ man ” in which wre are 
interested. In common parlance “ man " means the bodily 
organization and all that is associated with it. If the asso­
ciated characteristics are merely functions of the body it is 
certain that the “  man ” does die, and we are only begging the 
question by implying a definition which the materialist does 
not yet accept.

What was required in presenting the experiences which 
the book contains would have been satisfied if Miss Bates 
had shown that any conclusion she expected to adopt was in­
dependent of the distinction between the “ natural " and the 
“  supernatural," between “ death ” as confused with annihila­
tion and “  death ” as meaning severance from the body, and 
between “ man" as physiologically conceived and as imag­
ined or assumed in metaphysics. The conceptions might 
well have been mentioned and discussed, but only to remove 
illusions. The course adopted by Miss Bates only perpetu­
ates the illusion and makes it necessary for the scientific man 
to come along and educate the public in clear thinking before 
he permits it to interpret the facts.

Miss Bates seems to think that the materialist is as rare 
as the dodo, or the “  historical dead Donkey wdiich nobody 
ever saw." It is grave error to speak in this way. The con­
tinued strength of the materialistic point of view is evidenced 
b y  the almost universal antagonism in the field of physical
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allusion was made to certain characteristics which at first 
distinguished this personality from herself and then when she 
tried to test the psychic by another personality in a psycho­
metric experiment the first judgment was said to be a mistake 
and the personalities were identified, the facts being that one 
of them she took to be her ancestor and the other herself.

Now I could hardly seek a better instance to question re­
incarnation. What the spiritistic theory can suppose, even 
in this case alone, to say nothing of the large body of evidence 
elsewhere, is that the ancestor was more or less constantly 
present and influencing her thoughts and personality, so that 
even her own personality is a composite resultant of her own: 
and her ancestor’s thoughts and memories. The incident im 
which she seemed to recognize certain places and objects- 
familiar to him in life tho she had never seen them, and in- 
which she actually anticipated their existence before seeing 
them, is far from being evidence that she was this reimbodiecF 
ancestor. To say nothing of the liability to illusions of iden­
tity in the matter, which f might propose as a scientific 
sceptic, but which I may waive as a psychic researcher, the 
incident is perfectly amenable to the explanation which Miss 
Bates states but rejects, namely, telepathy from the dead. Let 
the reader compare the Thompson case in the June Journal. 
What Miss Bates fails to see or to remark is that her own per­
sonality is lost if she is to regard herself as a reincarnated 
ancestor. He was a man and she is a woman! What does 
that sort of thing mean? Reincarnation supposes the unity 
of personality, but this is not admitted in the instance sup­
posed. Either there are two personalities, persons, perhaps, 
I should say, in the same body, representing a case of ob­
session by her ancestor, or the ancestor is simply a “  guide "■ 
or companion of Miss Bates and occasionally intromitting his- 
memories into hers. Reincarnation would mean either that 
Miss Bates was not there or her ancestor was not there. If 
we assume that the ancestor simply communicated his mem­
ories to her and has influenced her thoughts we have a posi­
tion that respects her own persona! integrity as a reality ancF 
admits the rational view of his.

The objection that reincarnation involves the loss of mem-
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ory does not seem to impress Miss Bates. She says: “ This
has never appeared to me a very sensible objection.” To me 
it seems absolutely fatal to any rational view of spiritual 
progress. I admit, with our experience in alternating per­
sonality, that such a thing as reincarnation with the loss of 
memory is perfectly possible. The possibility of reincarna­
tion might be adduced on the evidence of temporary posses­
sion. But this latter fact is usually accompanied by the ex­
istence of memory and is in fact the means of establishing 
the continuity of life with that memory. But whatever is 
possible in the way of reincarnation, I think all the facts are 
decidedly against it, Plato and the orientals have held it in 
the form that involved this very loss of memory, and in fact 
their conception of it was identical in all its essential features 
with the doctrine of the conservation of energy or the in­
destructibility of matter. That is, a change of form with 
the loss of specific identity. There is another conception of 
the term which identifies it with the spiritual body, but that 
is not the historical or philosophical conception of reincarna­
tion, while those who affirm it do not appreciate the radical 
difference between the Pauline doctrine of the spiritual body 
and reincarnation without the retention of personal identity. 
The two views are as wide apart as the poles. One implies 
the retention of memory and personal identity, of which the 
basis is memory, and the other excludes it. I can admit the 
possibility of a soul retaining its identity in reimbodiments or 
reincarnations, but its personal identity would be lost with 
the loss of memory, and the retention of memory is the most 
essential condition of all ethical progress of a rational kind. 
There is no use to talk about the continuity of results, as 
these manifest themselves in our actual life, without distinct 
memory of details, since that is admissible in any case. But the 
retention of mere results or effects of the past and the loss of 
memory is neither a high moral system nor a very interesting 
condition of personal development. To trie it is either not 
moral at all or it involves so low a grade of it that I should 
not have the slightest interest in any future life whatever. 
In fact, the loss of memory in any form of continuity, whether 
disembodied or reincarnation, is equivalent to materialism
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a mind interested in the phenomena as Mrs. Balmar is. But 
at least a coincidence it is, and whether it may be more or not 
will depend upon the accumulation of a large number of such 
incidents and pertinent coincidences.

The contents of the messages play about the correct sub­
jects for illustrating the identity of the alleged communi­
cators, and even when they are not as specifically evidential 
as is desirable they reflect such an apt fitness for suggesting 
the intention apparent that one has to regret they were not 
more conclusive one way or the other. For the appeal to 
secondary personality is quite as equivocal as any other in­
terpretation and as disappointing to one who is challenged to 
produce the evidence for such a view.

There is an interesting verisimiltude in the whole mass of 
communications, no matter what interpretation we put upon 
them. When I say this I mean that, so far as other records 
are concerned, the phenomena exhibit the same psychological 
features and have the same interest, whether we can bring 
ourselves to regard them as evidence of the supernormal or 
not. They at least come up to the limits of distinctness 
which is desirable as proof of transcendental knowledge, and 
I think in some instances indicate it with fair clearness. Blit 
after examining the notes I shall leave the reader to decide 
this for himself, '

The first sitting did not present any special evidence of 
the supernormal, but later ones did. There was not only 
much confusion in some of the passages, but many incidents, 
owing to the possibility that Mrs. Balmar may have seen 
facts in published works of mine, have their value as evidence 
impeachable, I shall leave that matter to the reader who 
may consult the notes. But as in the first series of sittings 
it is clear that the resources of the subliminal or secondary 
personality are not great and that the common appeals to 
such functions are little better than credulity. Where Mrs. 
Balmar might have poured incidents upon me she seemed in­
capable of it. It is true that I did not give her the best of 
opportunities for this as I tried to keep the drift of the com­
munications off from published material by the nature of my 
questions when I asked them. But there were chances to













Meciiwntstic Experiments. (�3

[Pause,] I am getting tired now,
(Yes, perhaps we had better rest.)
Are you coming tonight.
(Yes.)
We shall think all day of what we can tell you.
(Good. Thank you.)
Your father says he sees his spectacle case.
(Yes, that is right.) [Pause.] (Do you see anything of 

yours?)
Yes my gloves.
(We shall cease.)
[My father’s spectacle case, which � always use. was present 

in my valise wrapped up in oiled silk and could not be seen. It 
may have been seen at previous sittings. So also were Dr. Hodg­
son's gloves in the valise wrapped in rubber cloth, but also may 
have been seen at previous sittings.]

Present, J. H. Hyslop. February l?th, ���7 . �  P. M.
We are here as agreed upon. [Pencil broken and changed.) 

Imperator is here also and will help.
(Thank you.)
[Pause.] Well did you decide which was the better day. 
(Well, to what do you refer?)
Your conversation with Mrs. Hugh [pause.] We know the 

name won’t come now.

The reference to " electric magnetism "  is not natural to Dr. Hodgson, 
but it seems to be the common idea of the means of communication in widely 
separated people and conditions of mind. Mrs. Balmar bad not been accus­
tomed to regard it in this light, tho it is not possible to tel! how her own 
mind may have worked consciously or unconsciously about the explanatory as­
pects of the problem when the public was fttll of such explanations. The men­
tion of a " blue light,” however, is interesting as exhibiting a coincidence with 
what has been often remarked in spontaneous phenomena and occasionally in 
experimental. It is curiously coincidental with certain descriptions in another 
medium, the one I had been experimenting with in New York at the time, both 
in respect of the light and the distance from the body. Not that the conditions 
were actually described in this way, but statements made that implied this 
more or less.

The statement that ” G. P. comes and the Imperator group have been 
there,'1 alluding to the medium "up the state ” is correct, so far as the allega­
tion is concerned. These personalities had claimed to communicate there, tho 
I had not sufficient evidence of their reality or independence of the medium's 
subliminal. This statement here might be given some weight in favor of their 
reality in that case were it not that we might attribute the mention of them 
here to a subliminal guess or the effect of normal association acting through 
automatism. As Mrs. Balmar is not in a trance we have to assume that her 
normal consciousness will recall much and transmit its influence to the sub­
liminal either as a disturbance or as an aid to its action.
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thought I ought not to have taken so young a lad to such a place. 
[Note 11.]

(Yes, I understand.) [pause.] (Do you remember who shot 
him?) ■

No, not now although it seems it was some one near tne. 
That is some one I knew well.

(Yes. that's true.)
Was it Tom.
(No, who is Tom?)
your brother.
(No, don't worry.)
Did I write Tom. Well I do not know any one by that name 

connected with my early life.
(That's right.) [Note �6 .]
[Pause.) Hodgson says this is a good light to demonstrate 

that telepathy won’t explain.
(Yes, that’s right.)
He has watched her ever since you were here before and says 

he is sure you will need no pink water.

1 1 . As I remember it the church was white. I recall it as a frame church 
and a stone foundation. I do not recall any bell in connection with it. My 
father had no brother and hence no brother of his lived near it. This state­
ment however, was spontaneously corrected, and the mention of “ unde 
Charles" is vety suggestive.

In my sittings with Mrs, Piper my father had alluded to an uncle of 
mine as " uncle Charles,”  this being a mistake for " uncle Carruthers," which 
was corrected at later sittings not yet published. But in my Report on Mrs. 
Piper he was alluded to as "Uncle Charles." This Report the Balmars had 
not seen, and the name and incidents regarding him were not mentioned in my 
“ Science and a Future Life," so that Mrs. Balmar had no knowledge of the 
facts. Now the pertinence of this allusion here to “  Uncle Charles" is this. If 
my father had said Brown lived near this church he would have been correct, 
this being the name mentioned just previously and at the earlier sittings as the 
man I had in mind (p. 2251. Now, my “ uncle Charles” was my father's 
brother-m-lurc, and this " Unde Charles" was the brother-in-law of 
the Brown in mind, and of course “  would know " whom my father meant 
This relationship of my uncle was not only not known to the Balmars, but is 
known to very few living people, no allusion to it being made in any of my pre­
vious publications, as there was no reference to the incidents that are here the 
subject of communications. The trouble with the boy is evidently the same as 
that discussed in the earlier sittings, but John was not his name. There was 
a John in the family, the oldest son, if I remember rightly. The reference to 
shooting may be a reminiscence of the earlier sitting. My father was blamed 
by Mr. Brown for the death of his son. This fart was not mentioned at the 
earlier sitting and may not be a natural guess. It was a matter over which my 
father worried a great deal, and they did think that he should not have taken 
so young a man with him.

12. It did not occur to me when I admitted that my father had not known 
any one by the name of Tom in his early life that he had. The fact is, as re 
called later, that a brother of the hoy shot was named Tom, a fact that I had 
forgotten.
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( You know the name, do you not?)
Yes.
(Can you spell it a letter at a time?)
I will try [pause.] \V * * [scrawls.] No use now.
(All right.) [pause.] (Have I ever heard about him?)
Yes
(When?)
In a letter written to you some time ago.
(What about?)
Calling your attention to the continuity going on in the review 

of Physical [erased.] no I don't know what paper it was.
(Has he communicated with me?)
Yes
(Where?)
In your home.
(Do you know when?)
Well not over a month ago. We lose count of days. [Note

�5 ��
(Yes, what took place?)
You had a pretty warm conflab [read "conflict.1’] conflab 

Talk I mean.
(Anything else?)
[Pause.] It seems to me a letter was connected with it. 
il mean what occurred to him on your side?)
Oh he was upbraided for being a coward, 
i Who upbraided him?)
R. H.
(Any one else?)
yes, G. P. and all of our circle.
(Good.)
Such men should be burned at the stake. Afraid to tell the 

truth even when they know it is the truth, [pause.]
(Can you describe what took place when he tried to communi­

cate?)

Prof. Shaler from whom I purported to hear in New York and who referred 
to Prof. James, The apparent ” S H w h i c h  I seemed to get, I interpreted 
as a possible attempt to get his name, but the name Swartell showed so wide 
a mistake that the matter could not be pushed. There was evidence in the 
New York communications of some difference of opinions between Prof. 
Shaler and Prof. James, and on the subject of spiritism also, so that the idea 
of "  controversy " has a sort of relevance.

17. The letter ‘‘ W ” has no significance in connection with the name 
that I imagine was meant here. The message following immediately was con 
fused and has no recognizable meaning. It was not at my home that I bad ap­
parently heard from the man in mind, namely. Prof. Shaler. unless "hom e” 
Tefcrs to New York. It was on the 29th of January previous, less than a 
month, that he purported to communicate.
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,� �+� �!����� $��+����$���� !��� �����
(Al l  right.)
8��$���������������+���
LP���M
R. If. talked splendidly  to  him . I thought you  had M rs. 

Q uentin  there.
LG�#����$��� ����N���� ]�������� -��� ,� �����������M
N���� �+����
LG�#� ���� N���� �+���� �������M
&��� ���� ,� ���A�� �����%���� ������ �������� ��+��� �����
LP��#�&��� +�&��!�&��� ��0��M
,� ��+�+ �����$����$������������!����+#� ���$������� ��$���%���
(Y es , it was the new  light, and another lady w as present.) 

[X o te  18.)
X��� ���� !������ �!� N��� 8��%���� $��� �������� ��� ���� ������%� ���

+���� ���� ,� ������ ��� ����� ���� ����� !����Y
X�����#Y� &��� ���� ��$� ��%���$������ ������ -�������� ���� ����%��

���������
( Yes, she does. I [X o te  19.]
,� ����0� ����� ��%��� $���� �!� ���� $��0�� +����� X3�$��0��9� �����

3 +�0��9� ���� ����� �������� ��� ���� $���� ������ ��� $��� ��������&�
����#� �� ����%� ���&� ��++��� ��� ���� ����� �!� ���� ��%��� ��� +���� ����
����� $���� N���� ������ ���� N���� �+���� ������ ���� ��+�� %����� �!

<R�� )��� �*��������� 9$��+ � ���!�� #9 � �!� ��� ����  ���� �������� ��� $���� +�&�
 �� �+�%����� ��� �����%� ��0��� ������ ��� �A����� ������ ����9 � �������� �!� +&� �$�#�
$����� �����  ���� ���&� ����������� )���� ��� ��!���� ������� ����������#� �������� �!�����#�
��� ��������� ��� ���� �����+���� ����� 9� ��� $��� �� ������� !���  ���%� �� ��$����9�
)��� ���������� �!� ����� ������%� ��� ��$� P��0�$����  �� ���������� ��� �������� ������'
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told about your book. Do you remember when you were last ��
could not get Robert through.

(You mean a year or so ago?)
Yes.
(Yes.)
That is one step in advance.
(Yes.)
Do you think Margaret is stronger. Her heart I mean.
(I see nothing that would enable me to decide.)
[Pause.] (Do you know where she is. I mean this year?)
In New York.
(Right.) [Note 6� .]
Mary is glad to think she is with the children.
(Yes, I understand.) [pause.] (Does___)
Hodgson got all mixed up last night when you asked him 

about the arrangement at your house.
(Yes I know that, but it makes no difference.)
Pie was clear in some points though,
(Yes.)
He will talk in a few minutes when the light gets fuller of 

imper[ator‘s] [pencil ran off paper] influence.
(Good. I shall be glad.)
[Pause.] You have [pause.] made a good move in accepting 

the invitation for tonight. I am going to use our influence to 
make them good. You understand to what I refer.

(Yes I do.)
m�9�+:�� �4� ��+%)���n

Richard Hodgson.
(How are you ?)
Good Hysiop. We are moving along faster now. [pause.]
(Yes. goes nicely tonight.)
I have tried to think of the name of the Harvard man we talked 

of last night.
(Good.)
Was it Mnenstcrberg.
(What are you thinking about in connection with Muenster- 

bergi )
Oh I mean the horrible accusation he hurled at you in a lec­

ture. But he is not the man that was connected with James.

21. I cannot give evidential value to the name Margaret as applying to 
my stepmother, ns it is mentioned in the book which Mrs. Balmar had read. 
She was in Xe\v York at this time, a fact not known to Mrs. Balmar, but per­
haps conjecturablc from the knowledge of my residence, tho Mrs. Balmar did 
not have any special reason for supposing her with me. The psycho logical 
verisimilitude of the other statements referring to the book and my father’s 
difficulty in getting his name through before is consistent and suggestive.
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(Yes, I get the drift.)
I mean Prof. I used to scrap with.
(Where is he now?) [Was in Europe at time.]
I don't know at present. May know later.
(All right.)
Just thought of him and knew you were not thinking of him. 

See what I infer. [Note (� .]
(Yes, was there any special event that called him to your 

mind?)
Something connected with our work and Will James.
(Yes, what was it?)
Not able to tell now.
(All right. Go ahead.)
I am just writing anything that may help, [pause.] (Yes.) 

Believe he is the one who fought James.
(What do you mean by fighting?)
No fight, just criticism.
(WThat did he criticize him for?)
[Pause.] His report on spirit messages. No all mixed up. 

[Note 4� .]
[Change of Control.]

James I think Hodgson is too tired to get any more facts 
through.

(Yes I think so.)
He can’t talk long at a time. The reason why is that he feels 

so deeply on these [written " this ” and on reading it so the hand 
wrote “ ese” superposing the letters on “ is,"] questions and try 
[so read, when the hand wrote “ s," so that the word reads “ trys "

39. The name Billy N. is very significant, especially with the discrimina­
tion implied by the addendum " Prof. In the sittings in New York a year 
previous I had an old friend of Dr. Hodgson present at several sittings and 
his name came through as " Billy,” which was wrong, tho it was a natural 
phonetic mistake for his correct name. To make this clear Dr. Hodgson dis­
criminated between the sitter and tile other " Billy "  he knew by calling the 
latter "P rof. Billy.1' The additional letter " N ” here made the matter clear 
as to who was meant, namely, Prof. Newbold. Mrs. Baitnar had no oppor­
tunity to know anything about him. as she had not read any of the Reports 
about Mrs. Piper, and knew nothing about my sittings in New York. The 
incident is one of the best in the record. Dr. Hodgson had many a discussion 
with him. but these would hardly be described as " scraps," save in Dr. Hodg­
son's humorous way, as he used a good deal of slang.

40. It was very pertinent to mention Prof. James in connection with the 
alleged "scrap ”  with " Billy N.” They were naturally associated in the ex­
periences of Dr. Hodgson. The remainder of the passage explains itself, save 
that I do not know of any criticism by “ Billy N "  of Prof. James. The spon­
taneous correction of this, however, deprives it of possible significance either 
affirmatively or negatively.
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ior “ tries."] hard he becomes too agitated to say what he means 
to.

(Does the personality of the light reflect its thoughts on his?)
Not tonight. Some traces last night,
(I understand.)
We will check that in time.
(Yes, I understand.)
[Pause.] I have talked for H. tonight. No it came through: 

two sources instead of one.
(Who was the other source?)
[Pause.] Oh I mean H. He told me and I told the light.
(Good, I understand.) [Note 41.]
[Pause.] She gets pain in head for the past three sittings. 

Trance developing I think. Pain affect communication to some- 
extent.

(I expect so.)
[pause.] Will have Imp... [Imperator] group help here all 

the time,
(Good.)
Great results anticipated on this side.
(I hope so.)
Normal mind blank now. [pause.]
(You have also to get the subliminal blank.)
[At this point the trance came on, the head falling forward 

somewhat and requiring support. When the writing began it 
was changed in appearance.]

understand, [pause.] will work soon, [pause,] passing off. 
Im p.... [Imperator] helping, [pause.] no more tonight.

(All right.)
will wake up, [Note 43.]
[Mrs. B. wakened suddenly and with a start.]

41. The allusion to Hodgson’s agitation is quite like a similar statement 
through Mrs, Quentin (Journal, Vol. II, pp. 49 and 52), tho the matter is not 
referred to in this way. Mrs, Baimar had probably not seen this allusion. 
But it has been apparent agitation that has been characteristic of the Hodgson 
personality wherever he has apparently tried to communicate with me. The 
whole process of his communicating in this case as alleged is not a natural 
conception of Mrs. Baimar. She was not familiar enough with these phenom­
ena to have taken that position from previous knowledge. The process is a 
familiar one with the phenomena of Mrs. Piper and tho it might be inferred 
by a close student of the records it would not be superficially apparent in my 
book, and Mrs. Baimar had not studied that work carefully.

42, The phenomena of Mrs. Balmar's trance were new and interesting, 
tho not evidential. All the psychological features of it and the attempt to 
communicate reproduced facts observed in Mrs, Piper, and they were wholly 
unknown to Mrs. Baimar.
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EDITORIAL.

The Editor of this Journal often heard during the life of 
Dr. Hodgson and as often since his death that he had a mer­
cenary motive in his connection with his work. The biog­
raphy of the man and the statements of Prof. James in the 
last number of the Proceedings will set that falsehood at rest 
which comes from men who are too indolent to investigate, 
and who are careful to secure a much larger income without 
an adequate economic return, and much less any scientific or 
ethical contribution.

The same story is being circulated regarding the present 
editor and to fortify members with the proper protection 
against irresponsible statements he will mention the follow­
ing facts.

X. The Editor has a small income sufficient for his living 
and takes no salary whatever for his services.

2. The Editor pays his own membership fee of $25 a
year as Fellow of the Society. *

3. The Editor pays all the cost of exchange on the checks 
of members, all the telephone expenses, and all the carfare 
expenses connected with the business of the Society, the 
three items amounting to about $125 a year.

4. During the last two years certain expenses entailed 
by the investigation of a certain case which he thought ought 
not to be charged to the Society cost the Editor $600,

5. During the past year the Editor contributed to the 
Society all the net proceeds of his lectures which amounted 
to $845.

During this same period, apart from Life Memberships, 
the Secretary has received $103 of donations, $75 of this 
coming from a single member of the Society and from 
others.
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A CORRECTION.

A mistake by the printer which the editor did not discover 
in time to correct was in printing the book review on page 
373 of the �������  for June and an advertisement on the next 
page. This review is reprinted in the present �������  and the 
paging begins with the number 373, so that, in binding, the 
last page of the June �������  may be torn out.
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periences from the anaesthetic. The following night and most of 
Sunday 1 was too weak to notice much. On the evening of Sun­
day, December 20, I had been half asleep for some time, when I 
had the strong impression that some one was in the room and 
wanted something of me. I could not see her or hear her voice; 
f knew it was one of the family because of the pet name and the 
tone of voice, and she seemed, in what appeared like the memory 
of a voice, to be trying to tell me something of great importance. 
It seems that I got out of bed and went into the entry, when, 
probably owing to the pain caused by moving, I awoke to find 
myself sitting on the fioor.

The same thing happened on the night of the 21st and 22nd 
of December. I did get out of bed, I did not know who wanted 
me.

On December 28th I received a cable from England stating 
that my aunt died in England on December 18, 1908.

(Since then I have had no repetition of the above experiences.) 
My aunt was buried on December 23. 1 have had a feeling some
one is in the room talking to me at various times.

Dedham, January 27, 1909,
Having read over the foregoing account written by Prescott 

F. Hall, I certify the same to be correct.
K. D.

Karlstein, Dedham, March 3, ’09. 
Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of March 2 I am sorry I can­

not send you the cable as I destroyed it.
The facts which may be of use to you are as follows:
My aunt died in England between 3 and 3-30 P. M, Friday, 

December 18. I went into the hospital Friday, Dec. 18, 7 P. M. 
and got out of bed between 1 and 3 A. M. that night, hearing or 
rather feeling one of the family calling me to help them. This 
experience was repeated on Sunday and Monday nights. I was 
too confused and in too much pain to have any clear ideas on Sat­
urday night, the operation having taken place at 5-30 P. M. that 
dav.

My aunt died of heart failure and was in excellent health at 
the time. I have lived with her since I was one year old.

Hoping these details may be of use to you I am 
Yours truly,

K. D.

[New York, March 9, 1909. I received this morning 
from Miss D--------  an original letter sent her from Eng­
land by her relative dated Dec. 18, 1908, telling of the death
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of the lady mentioned in Miss D-------- 's report to me of
her experiences. The letter is on note paper bearing the ad­
dress, at the head in raised letters formed by pressing the 
paper, *’ Berhamsted School, Herts.” This address has ink 
lines drawn through it and “ 2 Station Road ’’ written over 
it. The contents of the letter, so far as it pertains to the ex­
perience, is as follows:]

" December 18, 1908.
My very dear Kathleen.—I have to tell you the very sad news 

that my dear sister and the one who has been such a true mother 
to you died suddenly this afternoon. She had been perfectly 
well, but she walked upstairs to her bedroom, the charwoman fol­
lowing her to clean the bathroom. After a little, not hearing her, 
she went into her room and found her dead. I was coming down 
to-morrow to spend the day and had a letter from her only this 
afternoon. * * * "

In the letter which explained and enclosed the above state­
ments Miss D--------  remarked that she did not have the
cablegram but that she had the letter whch arrived “ the 
same minute ” and that she would send this letter which I 
have quoted. It seemed strange that a cablegram should 
have been delayed so as to reach Miss D. simultaneously with 
the letter. I therefore wrote to her for an explanation of the 
circumstance and the following letter makes that point clear.

Karlstein, Dedham, March 10th, 1909.
Dear Sir:—In answer to your letter of March 9th. The fam­

ily had some extraordinary idea that the shock would be less if I 
received the cable and letter together or nearly so, so they did 
not send the cable till the day letter was due. The cable arrived 
about two hours before the letter I believe, but I was out and 
found both waiting on my desk when I returned.

Sincerely yours,
K. D.

The following letter answers a question for some details 
which ought to explain themselves. It was necessary to 
have the date and hour of receiving the cable.
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over. She was quite prepared to go, and I really think it a happy 
release; for recently she has, as I before told you, been so weak 
and helpless, in fact a perfect skeleton from diabetes from which 
she has suffered for many years. * * * * * * *

Yours very sincerely,
ELLEN CHUTE.

I omit incidents in the letter that have a personal char­
acter and have no bearing on the incident for which the letter 
has a scientific value. In regard to the persons involved in 
the letter the author of Capt. Ericsson’s biography writes an 
explanation when sending the letter to the editor of the Open 
Court.

New York, Aug. 17th, 1908. 
Editor of the Open Court, Chicago, 111.

Dear Sir:—Perhaps the enclosed letter may interest you. It 
is a letter addressed to the late Capt. John Ericsson, the inventor 
of the Monitor, by Lady Ellen Chute, a relative of his wife, and 
concerns the death of Ericsson’s sister-in-law. The “ Amelia ” 
referred to in the letter was the wife of Capt. Ericsson, who had 
died some years before the date of the letter and “ Aunt Louisa 
Browning" whose death is reported was the sister of Amelia, 
Mrs. Ericsson.

Very truly yours,
* WM. CON A NT CHURCH.

P. S. Lady Chute was the wife of General Sir Trevor Chute 
of the British Service, K. C. B„ and one of the Chutes of “ Chute 
Hall,”  England, Mrs. John Ericsson died July, 1867.

Prem onitory Dream.

[The following incident was sent to us by Mr. Prescott F. 
Hall, a member of the Society and an investigator of its phe­
nomena.— Editor.]

L E. F. B------- , of Boston, Mass., having been duly sworn,
depose as follows:

I am 41 years old and now live at N------- Street, Boston. In
February and March, 1907, I lived at C------- Ave., Boston, My
mother was the second cousin of the M. F. H------- hereinafter
mentioned.

On four successive nights beginning February 7th. 1907, I was
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lying awake in bed in my room in the C------- Ave. house, and
about the hour of twelve midnight on each night I suddenly be­
came aware of an empty coffin standing beside my bed. The 
windows of my room face south; my bed runs east and west. 
The coffin appeared to be on the north side of my bed. The 
shades were down and the room was quite dark, and the appear­
ance showed no color. I looked at the appearance and looked 
around the room and then back at the appearance. After a period 
of time which I estimate to be forty seconds, the coffin appeared 
to be filled with the body of a woman whose face was that of the 
above-mentioned M, F. H------- . The dress was dark. The ap­
pearance of the face was life-like and resembled the said M. F.
H-------  as 1 had recently seen her. The appearance of the
body in the coffin lasted about sixty seconds, after which it 
entirely disappeared, and I saw nothing more of it. The same 
appearance took place on four successive nights above-men­
tioned, and as far as I can tell, the appearances were entirely sim­
ilar, I mentioned this appearance to my brother, W. F. B------- ,
who is now living with me at N-------  St., and to Miss C------- ,
who had been my mother’s companion, and was at that time act­
ing as housekeeper.

I saw no further appearances until the night of March 9, when 
at about the same time, the same phenomena occurred. The said
M. H-------died at 8.15 a. m. on the morning of March 10.

E-------  F------- B-------- .

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, August 5, 1907.
Then personally appeared E. F. B------- , and made oath that

the foregoing affidavit by him subscribed is true.
Before me, Prescott F. Hall, Notary Public.
The above statement is correct as far as it applies to me.

M------- L. C--------

Coincidental Impression.

[The following incident indicates its character and inter­
est. The striking circumstance is the fact that the subject 
of the experience did not know the person who passed her at 
the time and yet suddenly thought of his son whom she did 
know. The explanation of humming the music commends 
itself at once as the effect of association, but it strengthens 
the view that the original thought of the man’s son was 
hardly due to chance. The only normal explanations that
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when a party of us were seated before a bright fire, and the sub­
ject of conversation drifted on to dreams, and warnings and some 
strange experiences were related

One of the ladies turned to her sister and asked her “ why she 
did not relate her experience on the subject; that it was the stran­
gest she had ever known,’* but Miss L. refused. I was visiting at 
the house at the time, and after the other guests had departed, my 
curiosity being aroused, I insisted on my friend telling me her 
experience, and she did so. The facts of the case I can vouch for, 
for I know them to be true, knowing the former history of the 
lady. She claimed to know nothing of spiritualism, but she cer­
tainly must have had some mediumistic, unknown powers, for 
this power of conversing with friends at a distance, had shown it­
self in a number of cases before.

For a proper understanding of the facts, I will have to go back 
and relate a page from the Lady’s history. When she was quite 
young she spent a winter visiting friends in an inland town; hav­
ing quite a gay time. She was beautiful and attractive and soon 
made many friends. Among the number was a young man 
whom we will call " Ed,” who paid her a great deal of attention, 
and just before she left for her home, in the early spring, offered 
her his heart and hand in marriage. She did not love him, and 
not being able to give him her love in return, told him so. 
He insisted on her deferring her answer until later, when he 
would visit her in her own home, in hopes she would change to­
wards him. But she told him her answer was final and she hoped 
it was only a passing fancy for her. She did not see him again, 
but before the year was out, she received notice of his manage to 
another lady, whom he had known before meeting her. It is not 
known whether he ever told this wife of his former love or not,— 
But she and Miss L. met when Miss B. was making another visit 
to her friends in the city where he lived. The wife was a noble 
woman and loved by all—Miss L. met and admired her as did the 
others, but they never met often enough to become intimate, their 
homes being some hundred miles apart, and when the circum­
stances happened which I am about to relate, they had not seen 
each other for several years.

On the night in question, Miss L. had been asleep for some 
time, and awoke, startled with a very strange, weird feeling, a 
feeling of oppression, and that some one or something was in the 
room. Soon she saw this lady (Mrs, Ed. E.) saw her plainly 
standing by her bedside, leaning over her, and heard her speak 
her name, saying, “ lam going away and will leave Ed to yon, he 
always loved you." Miss L. lay quietly wondering for a little 
while, when it was repeated to her. So certain was she that she 
had seen and hearrd her, that she got up and lit the gas and



 	����	��� 427
looked around the room, but saw nothing. Feeling that it 
was a foolish dream, she lay down and fell into a doze, when she 
was again aroused by a touch, and a voice saying—" I am gone. 
Be good to Ed, he needs you,” then faded away from view. But 
strange as it may seem, the last time Miss L. noted a change in 
the lady's dress to a brown, and noted the trimming on it.

It was some time before my friend could quiet herself to sleep, 
but finally did so, and in the morning she thought of it as very 
strange, but dismissed it from her thoughts as a foolish dream. 
Three days after (the time it would take to reach her) when her 
mail was handed her, she felt a strange thrill as the paper touched 
her hand, and the thought of the message returned to her; she 
felt, even before she opened the paper, that the lady had passed 
away from this earth, which was the first thing she saw on open­
ing the paper. The time corresponding with the time she had 
seen her at her bedside, although some hundreds of miles away. 
Afterwards, Miss L., m telling this to a friend, (who was with 
Mrs. F. at her death), described the change in dress, and she re­
plied, “ Why, Mrs. F. had a dress of that kind and we put it on 
her for burial. Was it her spirit she saw, or what? Who can 
account for it! Two years later Miss L. received a letter from 
” Ed," telling her of his lonely life, and asking her to renew their 
acquaintance where it had ended so many years ago. But " the 
course of true love did not run smooth,” and she has not seen him 
for some time, when she heard he was going to marry a young 
friend of hers, half his age. Shortly before the time for the wed­
ding, again Mrs. F. appeared to Miss L. and entreated her to tell 
Ed not to do what he was contemplating, “ that it would not be 
for the best ”—she did not say to what it was she objected, nor 
did Miss L. ask. Miss L. replied that she could not teli him, as 
she had no right to, and refused, The apparition seemed much 
grieved, and left. Some nights after she came again, and en­
treated her with same success—and so for a number of nights, un­
til Miss L. became very much worried,—finally Miss L. said, 
“ Oh—Why do you come to me—I cannot tell him—please leave 
m e!" She replied, ” I will leave you when you tell Ed what T 
say, and »of before. I will come to you until you do. You must 
tell him.” Feeling that she would be misunderstood by the gen­
tleman, but so impelled, Miss L., very much against her will, was 
forced to write him, and since then has neither seen nor heard 
anything of Mrs. F.t much to her relief. These facts are true, 
but who can explain them? If they were dreams, why did it hap­
pen just at the time of Mrs. F.’s death? Or if spirit, what was 
the object? Or why did not the spirit appear to the man himself, 
and not give the embarrassing duty to another, and place her in 
a wrong light to him?
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CORRESPONDENCE.

I received the following letter from a gentleman con­
nected with one of the largest universities in this country, 
and as it reflects the feelings and prepossessions of a very 
large class of men similarly connected I asked permission to 
publish it. As it was not written for publication, but only 
for my own perusal I do not use the writer's name.—Editor,

M ay 12th, 1909,
My dear Sir:—I have your extremely interesting letter of 

the H)th inst. I freely admit that the question of persistent per­
sonality after death is the most important and most intensely in­
teresting of any with which the human mind can grapple; and it 
is most desirable that it should be investigated by intelligent men 
in a scientific spirit, with the single idea of discovering—not mar­
vels but truths.

ft is most unfortunate that the subject has been so tainted 
with fraud and charlatanry, that suspicion everywhere adheres to 
it. Nor have those whom we cannot charge with deliberate fraud 
been judicious in their presentation. For instance, I do not be­
lieve a word of the statements of Mr. Garland, because he admits 
that he has changed and refashioned, and that some things did 
not happen exactly as he narrates. That invalidates the whole.* 9fC * *

The position of honest investigators is much like that of the 
alchemists of the 14th and loth centuries. The alchemists were 
really chemists—scientific investigators of the properties of mat­
ter. Eut they were so mixed up with the gold-makers and their 
frauds that discredit was cast upon the devotees of a noble science 
and upon the science itself.

Let us hope that, like the alchemists, honest investigators will 
be able to cut loose from all this rag-tag oE charlatanry", as the 
former did from the gold-makers.

I should not (if I were a believer! expect any communications 
from Bacon or Shakespeare. We knovv nothing of the laws gov­
erning the-other world ; but analogy would make it probable that 
spirits—if there be such—pass on from plane to plane, or from 
condition to condition. It does not seem reasonable to suppose 
that the personality of Shakespeare is in the same condition that
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it was 300 years ago. Prima facie reasoning would indicate the 
likelihood of very great changes—perhaps quite as great as that 
of his death in 1G16. Such changes might remove him from con­
ditions which make communication possible; or might make com­
munication infrequent to him. The vulgar have horror of com­
municating with departed spirits and the latter might feel in the 
same way toward us.

I do not know whether there are any great difficulties in the 
way of communication or not, and so can neither concede nor 
deny. But I rest on this dilemma;—Either there are great diffi­
culties or there are not ! if there are not, why is not the communi­
cation frequent and constant whenever the favorable circum­
stances exist? If there are great difficulties, why is it that, when 
these difficulties have been laboriously surmounted and the great 
opportunity offers, do they communicate nothing worth knowing? 
Why when thoughtful and earnest people have come together, in 
a solemn spirit, is a disgusting buffoon, like Garland's " Wilbur ” 
sent to them? [Of course “ Wilbur” was mere fraud and trick­
ery ; but I am assuming that he was a genuine envoy.] Excuses 
are made for this on the ground that tricky and mischievous spir­
its intrude themselves and cannot be kept back. Here on earth, 
if an audience is assembled to listen to important matters, if a 
circus clown were to obtrude himself with his vulgar tricks, he 
would be picked up and flung out. Therefore those on the other 
side either cannot prevent such offensive intrusion, or have no 
wish to prevent it. In either case, it gives one a poor opinion of 
the state of things on the other side.

If I had the conduct of a seance I should tell the other-side 
folks that to send us buffoon spirits, or weak-minded spirits, is 
an insult, ami we would not tolerate it, but will cut off the com­
munication the moment anything of the sort appears. If, as we 
are told, the other-side folks are anxious to communicate, that 
would bring them to their senses, if they have any. If they have 
none—to which the mass of alleged communications would seem 
to point—then the less we have to do with them the better.

To my mind what sincere investigators like yourself have to 
do to gain any footing in the minds of thinking men is:—

To draw the line sharply between abnormal phenomena, which 
belong entirely to the domain of physics and psychical phe­
nomena.

So get rid of all marks and concealments under initial letters—
" Mrs. L .” “ Mr. F.“ : and let every witness come out openly, as 
scientific men do. Such disguises and hidings would discredit 
any statement. ’

To tolerate no buffoonery and mockery tricks, such as throw­
ing things about, pinching people, etc. Let it be understood that.
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to see and study the abnormal. But all this aside as not alto­
gether relevant, the most important thing which I wish-to 
remark is that the intellectual classes too readily assume an 
aristocratic attitude in all these matters and only increase the 
fraud and charlatanry by not putting an end to it once for all. 
It is their business to lead the public and to educate it, not to 
ridicule it and collect the revenues from those whom they 
despise and to neglect the guidance they owe them. If the 
scientific men had taken the subject seriously they might 
have directed public opinion instead of having to follow it 
when it is too late to retain their authority. Unfortunately, 
however, in a democracy the educated classes are too aristo­
cratic and show a disposition to withdraw from their duties 
and live in a fool’s paradise patting each other's backs and 
leaving the plebs to do the thinking and governing. They* 
follow when it is too late to sustain their own authority, and 
then complain when their judgments are not respected. 
Their business is to lead and not to neglect duties until it is 
too late to make their performance effective.

I think also that the writer has taken the material of the 
popular magazines too seriously*. There is no use to form 
■ our conceptions of what spirits are from such cases as are 
mentioned in the above letter. The literature to be studied 
is the work of the English and other reputable Societies 
They* do not show any such phenomena as make the subject 
ridiculous, and their publications do not show any definite 
conviction as yet regarding the existence and character of 
spirits, Mr. Garland himself I believe does not accept the 
■ spiritistic interpretation of his phenomena. He speaks of 

fluidic arms ’’ and “ emanations from the organism ” of the 
medium and refuses to believe that they* are the spirits of the 
dead. This may be as absurd an hypothesis as spirits or 
even worse, but it does not treat the theory* of a spirit exist­
ence with due credit to represent his narratives as fair ex­
amples of it. I certainly quite agree with the writer that we 
should sharply distinguish between the physical and psychical 
phenomena and have ahvay*s done so, insisting that, even if 
genuine supernormal phenomena of the physical kind are 
-proved to exist, they, when taken atone, do not tend to prove
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as " earth-bound ’’ spirits, whatever this may mean. There 
may be all sorts of conditions limiting the nature of commu­
nications, and even affecting the character of those that come 
from the highest intelligence. Indeed it is the opinion of the 
present commentator that the limitations and difficulties are 
so great as to seriously affect the mental condition of com­
municators and so to determine the character of the mes­
sages. It Is possible that contact with material conditions 
not only produces morbid mental states, but also limits com­
municators more or less to memories and characteristics of a 
past life, while there may be added to this that only those can 
stand the conditions necessary to “ control,” who have no 
high intellectual development and who serve for the trans­
mission of the messages of others. What the facts are we do 
not yet know, but all these are possible, and for us at present 
the only problem is whether the facts require us to explain 
them by the hypothesis of spirits, regardless of their charac­
ter. They may be degenerate, so far as the scientific prob­
lem is concerned. The ethical issue does not come first, 
neither does the aesthetic.

I am sure that the writer of the above letter would repent 
the advice he gives regarding the way to handle communi­
cators, if he ever seriously tried it. That is the great mistake 
which so-called scientific men have made. They assume that 
spirits have no difficulties to meet and that they are in a nor­
mal condition when they are communicating. There is no 
evidence that either assumption is true. The dilemma which 
the writer states is not complete. We cannot suppose that 
the difficulties are at any time completely surmounted. 
There is much to show that they never can be.

In the first place we must not forget the enormous diffi­
culties attending perfectly normal intercourse between living 
beings. There is no natural mode of communication be­
tween living people. Language and signs have grown up as 
an artificial system of symbols existing only between those 
who live in constant social relations with each other, In 
these circumstances each individual has the advantage of an 
organism which he has used successfully all his life for pro-
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B O O K  R E V I E W S .

The immortality of the Soul. By Sir Oliver Lodge. Ball Publish­
ing Co. Boston, $1.00.
This little book is of extreme interest to all interested in psy­

chical research. The two essays—of which it is composed—are 
entitled “ The Transitory and the Permanent ” and “ The Per­
manence of Personality " respectively, and their titles sufficiently 
explain their contents. In the second of these especially is ref­
erence made to telepathy, “ praeternormal psychology," and “ au­
tomatism ” as evidence for the persistence of consciousness; while 
the author also finds support for his contention in Mr. Myers’ 
conception of the subliminal consciousness, genius, and certain 
aspects of mental pathology. Of course the author cannot do 
more than merely allude to these facts in his essays, as it would 
have been impossible for him to advance any great showing of 
proof in the limited space: but his arguments are certainly strik­
ing and forceful, and are couched in clear and excellent English. 
Consider, for example, the following passage: “ The brain is
our present organ of thought. Granted; but it does not follow 
that brain controls and dominates thought, that inspiration is a 
physiological process, or-that every thinking creature in the uni­
verse must possess a brain. Really we know too little about the i 
way the brain thinks, if it can properly be said to think at all, to I 
be able to make any such assertion as that. We terrestrial ani- J 
mats are all as it were one family, and our hereditary links with J 
the physical universe consist of the physiological mechanism 
called brain and nerve. But these most interesting material struc­
tures are our servants, not our masters: we have to train them to 
serve our purposes; and if one side of the brain is injured, the 
other side may be trained to act instead. Destroy certain parts 
of the brain completely, however, and connection between the 
psychic and the material regions is for us severed. True; but 
cutting off or damaging communication is not the same as de­
stroying or damaging the communicator : nor is smashing an or­
gan equivalent to killing the organist. When the Atlantic cable 
broke, in 1858, intimate communication between England and 
America was destroyed ; hut that fact did not involve the destruc­
tion of either America or England. It appears to be necessarv to 
emphasize this elementary matter, because the contrary conten­
tion is supposed to cut straight at the root of every kind of gen­
era! argument for survival hitherto adduced." (pp, 56-58.)

�
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Are the Dead Alive?
By FR EM O N T RIDER

Cloth, Extra, O ctavo. Illus.
Fixed Price, $ 1 .7 5

A  careful and authoritative sum m ing up of a half-cen­
tury's progress in psychical research, written in a way that 
almost compels an absorbing interest.

Ghosts, spirit rappings, materializations, table levitation»- 
trance speaking and writing, telepathy, clairvoyance—-foon 
no immediately attractive field for scientific investigation. 
T h e author’s purpose has been absolute impartiality, consid­
ering childish credulity and the denial of ignorance alike to 
be condemned.

W hen a portion of the book condensed ran serially in 
“  T h e  Delineator "  the comment aroused was almost unpre­
cedented, literally thousands of letters being received.

A  unique addition are the statements of personal belief on 
the question of the book's title, prepared especially for it 
such scholars and writers as S ir  Oliver Lodge, WiUiam T  
Stead, Count Tolstoi, Sir W illiam  Crookes, Professor Rfcfort. 
Dr. Lom broso, A n d rew  L an g , Cam ille Flammarion, Prote> 
sor W illiam  Jam es, etc. '

T h e  book is illustrated w ith some 50 photographs, most or (�
them never before published, illustrating every phase of p*??1 
chical phenomena, including remarkable photographs of Irri­
tation and examples of alleged materialization, as well -a* 
pictures illustrating the Bourne case of dual personality, the 
Bertha H use case of clairvoyance and others, and photo 
graphs of all the most important m edium s and investigatory 
in the history of psychical research; and is provided with ■  
very complete index.

B. W . Dodge &  Co.
N e w  York
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B y  Jam es H . H yslop.

In the paper replying to some of the strictures of Prof. 
Newcomb on the problem of telepathy I emphasized the lim­
ited conception of it that could claim scientific evidence for 
the fact, and I wish to take up here some considerations that 
should be kept in mind when using the term telepathy in 
connection with the various coincidences between different 
minds that may suggest a causal connection. The popular 
idea that it is somewhat analogous with wireless telegraphy; 
that it is associated with some sort of vibrations emanating 
from the agent; that it is a direct process of communication 
between living minds; that it is a "natural”  mode of com­
munication, and that it may find analogies with radio-active 
energies has no scientific basis for its existence and so gives 
rise to confusion in the investigation of unusual phenomena. 
But there will be no clear thinking on this subject until men 
and women interested in the subject take the trouble to do 
critical work in connection with their conceptions of the 
term. Unfortunately in these latter days the public does 
not ask itself Socratic questions and goes about using terms 
as if they had a definite meaning when the fact is that they 
are as unintelligible as abracadabra. It is high time to put a 
stop to this way of dealing with the problems before us and
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That is to say we forgot that were only naming new facts, 
not explaining them, or discriminating them in their nature 
from those which would be relevant to the hypothesis under 
examination and criticism.

This extension of the term from the descriptive to the ex­
planatory conception came about from considerations of pol­
icy in discussion rather than from the purely scientific nature 
of the problem. This was that we supposed that we had no 
right to entertain any hypothesis of spirits in the case and 
that we must explain the facts by something else. This as­
sumption was very often made and is very different from the 
assumption that we must not resort to spirits until other 
causes have been exhausted. The two assumptions have 
often been confused, and both of them also confused with as­
sumptions necessary in the problems of conversion.

The scientific problem of explanation and its rights is so 
different from that of producing conviction on any issue that 
we may actually make false assumptions for the latter end, in 
order to enljst interest in the really scientific question. This 
important fact we are constantly forgetting and so go about 
assuming that the method necessary to convert men is the 
same as that of determining the nature of the facts and ex­
plaining them. We may easily set up standards for accom­
plishing conversion that have nothing to do with the merits 
of the case, and this is often done, and then go on using the 
method of conversion after it has accomplished its purpose. 
The conversion of a sceptic, for instance, requires concession 
to his prejudice, but the concession may have nothing to do 
with the real nature of the problem. Now in the scientific 
nature of the case we have the right to entertain a spiritistic 
theory without trying to exhaust other theories. There is 
no more duty to disregard a spiritistic hypothesis than there 
is to disregard a “  naturalistic" one, whatever that term may 
mean. We have perfect right to use and insist upon the 
spiritistic theory to explain any facts whatever, relevant or 
irrelevant, if we like, and it will be quite as scientific as any 
other as long as we can make out applicability to the facts. 
It may not be the correct explanation in any case, but so far 
as the right to apply it is concerned, and this too in total dis-

it.
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Mrs. Sidgwick in her recent Presidential Address before 
the English Society admitted that we do not know the nature 
of telepathy, and it would have been well all along to have 
kept this position as much in the front as the fact that we 
were using it to rival other explanations. But we have al­
lowed the popular mind to think that we were explaining 
things awSy by the term when our primary duty was to em­
phasize the fact that telepathy explains nothing whatsoever 
and that we have not the remotest indication of what the 
process is that is involved in it, and perhaps quite as ignorant 
regarding the directness or indirectness of the process. The 
evidential problem in the conversion of the sceptic required 
us to speak of it as if it were a direct process, and perhaps a 
“ natural ”  one, whatever that might mean. But the ex­
planatory question did not and does not require us to make 
any such assumptions. We may assume anything we please 
in explanatory processes, provided only that the causal 
agency involved is one with whose real or supposed action 
fits the facts or is a familiar one to us. But where we do not 
know any causal action like the one we need to assume we 
have only to confess ignorance on this point and be content 
with the classification of our phenomena.

I repeat then that telepathy is a name for facts and not 
for any cause whatever of which we know anything, and for 
that reason it cannot be invoked to explain anything. It is 
only a convenient way of postponing the day of judgment for 
the sceptic and limits conversion to a special theory, not ex­
planation.

With this limitation of the conception to coincidences 
that have some cause not yet known we need to remark that 
this limitation is also to the coincidences between present 
active states of mind in the agent and percipient. The 
evidence in the Society’s records confines the conception to 
this field. But the public has stretched the idea beyond all 
such restrictions. It is taken to include or denominate all 
sorts of selective agency on the part of a percipient rummag­
ing about in human memories, as if there were no distinction 
between active thoughts and events dormant in the memory 
There is no scientific evidence for this last supposition, and

‘I'
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(Well he has.) _
Well I see just at the last some little discovery. It is some 

other thing that comes in. Will you tell me the time now, Miss 
T? [Note 16.J _

(MissT.: 11.10—five minutes more.)
(Well can you tell me something about the future? Is there 

anything ahead of me that seems to make life worth living really? 
Not the customary pain and grind?)

You read over the first part of this when she gets it written. 
You will see. The thing moves along. It comes through your 
mediumship. -You are going away. You are not always going 
to be in these conditions.

(Hope, I hope not.)
You will go out. Have you ever had a great desire to go to 

India?
(Yes, very strong, to go to places that other people don’t fre­

quent.)
You go—I thought so.—You go directly, and ’tisn’t like a tail 

to your kite, like so many other people.
(Do I go alone, I wonder?)
You mean-a party?
(No.) -
Have you got a man that you are very fond of?
(Yes, several.)
Well I can't know how it is, properly or anything, but I know 

you go and a man goes with you.
(Well I hope it is proper!)
Well I can’t stop to see. You make a study of it when you go 

to India, and he does too.
(Historically, you mean^and from the international stand­

point?) '
Well a little more than that. You study these problems; you 

visit so many places, like shrines, you know.
(Yes.) *
'Tisn’t right now, it is tike an event in the future. You know 

I am afraid I have got to go now.
(Yes. I hope I shall see you again some day. Starlight. I 

wish we could Have some sittings.together because it would be so 
interesting.)

Yes. Is your hand numb?
(Yes, my whole arm is numb.)

16. My father is still living, as indicated by the communicator. He 
has a ruddy complexion and uses a cane. He is not afraid of "  teams and 
things,"  so far as X know. I have always known him to be a perfectly 
fearless man. I had frequently feared he would not live long. The pre­
dictions are not verifiable. I am wholly unlike him in my nature.
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INCIDENTS.
The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 

this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been furnished 
by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless 
withheld at his own request.

X)��� !����$��%� ���������� ���� �*���������� ��� ���� ��!�� �!� ��
%�����+��� ��� ����  �������� $������ N&� ���������� $��� �������
��� ��+�  &� ��� �������� �!� ��� �*��������� �� �������  &� ��+��
����������������� ���� Grand Magazine�!��� ��%���� <K=W�� ��+'
+���������� $���� N��� V�� ���� ��� ���� ��������%� �!� ������ ����
������ ���������� $����� !����$� ���� ���� ����� $�� 6����� !��+� ����
Grand Magazine.

,� ����� +���� ���� ��������� ��6���������� �!� N��� V�� ������
�������%� �!� ���� �*���������� ���� ���� �����!&� ����� ��� ��� ��� ��'
�����%���� +��#� ��� ���� $�����%� +�%��� $���� ���������� 8�� ����
 ���� ����������#� ��� ���� ������� ���$�#� ��� ��&����� �����+����
!��� �� ���%� ��+��� )��� ������ �*���������� ����� 6������ ���� ���'
�� �������  &� ���� �����+��&� �!� �������� ��+�� �!� ���+� ���+�
���  �� ���+������&� ���� ������� ���� ����� �&� ������������ -��� ���
����� ���� +������ ��$� $�� ������!&� ���+� �!� $�� ����� ������� ���
��������� ������ ����� �&� ������������� ����������� )��&� ��� ����
��%%���� ������ ������ ��� ���� ��������� ���� ������ $���� ������ ���&�
��� �*�+����� �!� ���������� $����� ������ +�&� ����� �� �����������
�+���������

,� 6����� ���� �������� ��� ���� Grand Magazine�  ������� N��� V��
��������!��� ���� ������ ��� �� ������ ��++���������� ����  ������� ���
����������� ��� �*��������� ��� ����� ��� ��� ���� ������� $����� ����
����� �������� ,�� �!!���� ��� �����!��� ����� ��� ���� �*�����������
����������� ���� ������#� ������������� ��� ���+�������� �����������
$���� ���� ������ �!��� ��������:�� ������ +�%��� ��%%���� $���� �������
$�� ������� ���0� ��� ��� �*����������� -��� ����� ��� ��������&� ���
���� �����������%� �!� ���� !������ 	������Y
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Apparent Clairvoyance.

The following incident is from the Grand Magazine, and as 
indicated above, is certified by Mr. K. himself, tho here re­
ported by a second party. The type is apparent to psychic 
researchers. Mr. K,, instead of leaving us to copy it, with 
the editorial remarks, has written out the account for us from 
his own copy, and it varies in no detail or expression from 
the printed article, except in a few unimportant words here 
and there merely affecting rhetorical or grammatical struct­
ure of the sentence.

May 24, 1906.
To the Editor “ Strand Magazine,”

No. 8 South Hampton Street,
London, England.

Dear Sir:—I have just finished reading, with much interest, 
the article entitled, “ Phantasms” in your June number, and 
would say that I have for a long time, in fact I might say, always 
been deeply interested in this subject.

In addition for the last year or so, I have been gifted with the 
power of seeing things that are at least invisible to the average 
human being. While I have not seen anything in the way of a 
ghost or spirit of people who have passed out of this life, I am 
constantly seeing scenes and also people from this life, and give 
you herewith a few instances.

Etr.il.—On August 28th, 1905, 1 received a letter from a Mr, H. 
requesting that I meet him in New York on August 31st, at 9.30 
A. M. at D, G. & T/s place of business. I left Philadelphia on 
the 7.00 A. M. train on August 31st to keep this engagement. Be­
fore boarding the train, I bought the morning paper, which I read 
until we passed Trenton, and then being through with the paper, 
I leaned back in my seat and let my mind drift.

Suddenly I seemed to be sitting in a room facing a door which 
was open, allowing me to see into the next room. The sun was 
shining, or rather I could see the reflection of the sun, the next 
room being lit up by the reflection. Through this door a tall man 
entered; he was wearing a brown derby hat. This vision I saw 
as distinctly and as clearly as I have ever seen anything in ordi­
nary life. At the time, I did not know what to make of it, as I 
did not recognize any portion of this scene.

On arriving in New York, not knowing where D. G. & T .’s 
office was, I asked a police officer to direct me. His instructions 
not being sufficiently clear, I stepped into a cigar store for more



����$����� 4J (

��!��+������� ,� %���� &��� ����� ��� ���$� ����� ,� ��������&� ���� ����
0��$���&����%�� ���� ���� ������� ,� ���� ���&� ������� ��!!�����&#� ��$'
����#���� !�����%������������ ��� �������%����� �!!���� �!� ���;�� 2�)�#� ,�
��0��� �!� N��� 8�� $��� ��#� ���� ,� $��� ��0��� �!� ,� $��� ����%�����+���
�����N�#� 8�� �*������#� ���� �!� ��#� ����� ��� ���� ����&��� �������#�  ���
��������&��*���������+� ��+������&�+�+���#�������0���+����� ��0��
�� ���������+�0��+&���!���� ��+�#� $����� � � ����� ,�� ������%� ��$�� ,�
!����� ���� ���+� �����%�� $����� ,� ���� �������#� ���� �++�������&�
����%��5��� ���� ������ ��� ���� ���� $����� ,� ���� ����� ��� ���� �������
)������#���$����#�$��� ����������%�� ,� $������ ��������&#� �����!����
�� ������ ��+�#� ���� ���� ��+�� ���� !��+� ������ �� ������ ����+������%�
������*�����+#���� ,����� ����������������������� ����������� ��������'
�����#�,������� !��������#����� ����%�����+���$�������� ��$����� &�
������������#� ��+�� !��$���� ���� ����0������� $���� +�#�+����0��%�
+�� !��� ��+������ ������ )���� ���� ��������� ��� ����� ����� �$�� ������
!��+� ���� ��+�� ,� ��$����� �������

�����$ ��������� ����� $����� ��������� ����&� ��� 7� ����&� �!�
�����&����� .����� ������%���� ��+�� �!���� ������#� ,� �������&� !�����
+&���!� ��� +&� ������ �!�  ��������� ,� $��� �������%� ����� ���� !�����
������ ,�� !������!�+�#�������%�������� ��0��!��� ����� ���� ���0#�$����
����  ��0� ��� ���� ����#� ������ ��� ������&� %�����+��#� ����#� %��&� �����
���� ��� ���������� ��������� ,� ������!����%���+� ����� ��������� �!� ��� '
� �&� ������ ��� !���� !����� �� �������  ������ +�� ���� ��� +&� ��!�� $���
�������� %�����+���� ,� ������ ���� ������ ���� ������&� %�����+��� ���
���� ������ �������#�  ��� ,� $��� ��������� ����� ,� 0��$� ��+�� ��� ����
������� ���� ���� ����� ���%� ,� $��� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��+�� )��� %�����'
+������+&� ��!�� ,� ���� ���� ���+� ��� ������ $���� ��&�+���� ����� �����
,� 0��$� ��+�� ���� $��� ������� ,� ��������� ����� �++�������&� ��� +&�
$�!�#� ���� ���� ��*�� +�����%� ��������� ��� ��� ���� �!!���� ��� ��� ������
������ ������#�������%������������#������ ���+������+����� ����� �����&��
� ���� ���� �A����0� ,� �����������&� ������ ��� ���� ��������� ��� +��'
������� � ���B� ,� $��� ���0��%� �����%�����+��� $��� ����  ���� ��� ����
�!!���� ���� +�����%#� ���� $����� ����%���#���%�����+��� �������  &�����
!����� ������ ,++�������&� ��� �����%� ��+#� ,� ������� ��� ���� �������#�
9�8���� ��� ��+��#4���� ,� ��������&�����%��5��� ����+��� ��� ���� ���� ,�
���� ����� ���� ��%��� �!����� )���+��� ��+���!� ���� ��� ���������� �!�
��+��%� ��� ����+�#�  ��� 0��$��%�+�� ���� �����%�+�� �������%� �����
����!����� ����#��������� ���� 8��������������%���� ���� ����� ���� ���0#�
���0��%� ��� +�#� ���� ���� ���� $����#� ,� $�������� � ���� ���� ������
��������� �!���� �� $����#� ��� ��+�������� �!� ���� ����� ��� ���� �����#�
���� ���� ���&� ��+����� ���� ��������#� ��� ����� ���� ��%���������#� ����
����� ���$���� ��0� ������� ���%�������������� ��� ���������� �������#� �����
������� ����&��%����� ���� ������� ��+������&�

����$ ���� !�$� ��&�� �%��� ���� �� 6������������ ��*��:����0� ��� ����
������%#� ,� ���� "���� !�������� ������#�$���� ,� �������&� ��$�  �!����
+����&���%����&���� ��$����� �����#�$�����%��� ���0�����#�  ��� $����







Td� �������� �	� ���� ��������� �������� 	��� ���������� ���������

��+���#� ��� ,� ���� %��� �� �������� ����� ��� ���+O4� ��� +���� !���
�+�����%�

��� �����&�+�����%#�Q��&� 5��#�� ���� ���!� ����� ����� ,� �������&�
��$�  �!����+�#� ���� 6����� �����#� �� N���� -�� ��� �� $����� �����#�$���'
���� �� ����� -&� !���� �A����0� ��� ���� �!�������#� ���� ,� ���� 6����� !��'
%������ � ���� ���#� ���� $��� ��� ���� �����#� ���� ��� �*����&� ���� ��+��
��������� ��� ,� ���� ����� ����� ,� ����� ��+�+ ����� �����%� ����� ����
��� ���� +�����%� ���� ����� ���� ���

�%���� ��� ���� +�����%� �!�Q��&� � ���#� ,� �$�0�� ���� !����� ���$���
��&��%��� ���� �����&� !���� �:����0� ���� ��� ������%� +&� �&��� ,� ���'
����&� ���� ��� +&� �$�� ������ ��+�� �������#� ���� �!� $����� ,� �����&�
������ )��&�$���� ���� !��+� ���� ��+���!!���� �!����� ��+���&�� )���
���� $����� ,� �����&� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����+�����&� ������� �!� ����0�
��� ����� $��� �������#� �*������%� ���� ��� �$�� ���+�#� ���� �!� $�����
$�������%������!�������$�����$�� ����� ��-���� )��� ������ �������� ,�
����� ��� ���������� ��#� �*������%� ���� ����� ����� ,� ���� ���� ����� ��#�
 ��� �������� ���������&� ����� ��� $��� ���� ��%���� ���� ���� ���� �����
����� 3�P����� ����&�4� ��� ����  ����+� �!� ���� ��� �������%� ��� ����
�!!���� ��� ���� ��+�� ��&� ,� ��������� ���� ����� ��� ���� �����%������#�
$��#�  &� ����$�&#� +�0������� ����+�����&� �������#� ���� ��0��� ����
�!����� ����� ������� $�� ���� ����� ��� $����������#� ���� ���� ����� +�� ����
$�������� ���$������� ��%���

,� ��������� ���� ����� ��� ���� ��� ������� ���� ��� ����� �:����0� �����
��������� ���� ����� ��� ���� �����+��#� N�#� N��� ���� $��� ���+���&�
���%������� &� ���� �!����+�� )��� �����+���� ��� )�����&� ���%���
�������� ��������!��+�����+���#������!�$����� ����� ���� ���������������
"���� ��� ,� ���� ����� ��#� ���� ���� ����� +���� ��� .�������&�  ���%���
���� ����%����������#� ���� �!�$����� ,� ����� ���+&������������

)����������!�����%�������������&���������%#���� !���#���+��������&�
��&�� �!�������#�����+���������%�� ,���� ���� ��&�+���� ���������� ��#�
��� ,� �+� ��� �������+��� ��� ��#�  ��� $���� 0���� �� ������� �!� ���� +����
�+������������#����� ����� ���+� ���&��� !��+� ��+����� ��+��

)������%������+�&� ���!���+����������� ���&��#� ,� �+
P���������� ����&#

A� Q�V �

X)��� !����$��%� ��������� ����� ������ ���� ���������� �!� N���
V#� )��� ������� $���� � ������ ����� ��+�� ��+�� ���� ��������  �'
!���� ����� ����� �������� �����+���� $��� ��������� N��� V�� ����
���� ����%��� ��� ������� ���� �*���������� ��� ���� +������ ��� ��'
���� ��� ��� ��&����� �������������	������Y

N���Q�+��� 8�� 8&����#
� � '&� ���S� "�$� �� �� +�����%� �!� Q��ZA� 3��#

Q���� ;��#� ���7 ��

$�� $���� ��� ���� ����



C�ncidents. 4J7

����� �!!���� �!� N��� V ������� � $���� ��� ��������� ���� ����� �!� ��%��
�+�0�#� ���� ��� ��0��� ��� �!�$�� �������� ���� ���  ���%� ���$����� ���
������%�����#����$����������������������� ��� ���� �!���&�����������+��
��#�����!�����!����� �����$�������#� ��� ��� ��������� �%���� ��&��%� ���
���� ���� ��+�� ��� ���� ���� !����� �����$��� �������

,�� �� !�$� +������� �!���� ����� ���� �����+��#� N��� )��+��� Q�
N ������� #� �������#� �+�0��%� �� ��%��#� $����� N��� V ������� � ������
$����!����� ��+���������� ��� ���� �+������ �� !�$�+������� ���������&�

P��������&�����&#
�H,�	�1��P ������� #� �����%�������
	�.��Q�� 	 ������� #�.��������+���

Q���� W��#�1908�
N���Q�+���8�� 8&����#

����� ���S�)��� $������$������ ��� ������ ����� ��� ���� +�����%��!
Q��&�9��#� 1907#� � ���� 8�30#� N��� V������� ��0��� +�� �!� ,� $��� ����
����� ����+�����&� ������� �!�����0� !���Q���� $��� �������#� ���������&�
$������!������� ����������+��!���-��� L�����!�����%�����M� ���������
���$����%�3 P��#4� ��� ����� +���!� ���� �������� ��� ���� ���� �������� ���
����+�����%�

,� ����� ����� ���� ������� ���&��� ��� ����� �� "���#� ���� ������ �*����&�
��� ��� �*�������� ��� ��� +�#� ��� ��� ������ $����#� ��� ����� +�� ��� 8.30 
��� N�� ���Q��&� 9��� �!� ���� �!� ������ �������� �!���� ������� ���  ����
����!����  &� �������� �!� ���� ��������

P����� ���&�����&#
�H,�	�1��P ������� #������%�������

��� ���N��� V� ����� ��������� ���� � ����!����� ���+�����+&
�������� ��� ���� �!!���� ���� ��+�� +�����%� ��� � ���� 9� �:����0#� ���� ,�
��+�+ ���������%���+� ����� �������  ������ ����%�� ���� ����0��

)8�N���N ������� #� �����+���

��$� P��0#� Q��&� ?=��#� <K=[�
,� ����� ���� ���+������ ��� �������� ���� ���������������+��'

������� ��� N��� V�:�� ������� ���� !���� ��� ��� ������������� )��� ���'
���� +��������%� ���� 6�����&� �!� ������ ��!������ ��� ��� ������ Q��&�
R��#� <K=[#� ���� �� ������� �!� Q��&� K��#� <K=[#� +�������� ��+�� ��'
�������� ���������� $���� ���� ��+�#� ���� �� ������� �!� Q��&� � �� �
!��+� ���� ��+���&� ��� �&������� ������� ����� N��� V �:�� �������$���
unsigned� ���� ����� ��� +�&� ����� �+������ ��+�� �������� �!� ����
)��� ����&� ��� ����� �*������� ����� ���� ������%��� +�&� �����  ����
���� ��� ������%� �� ������ ��� ��+�� ������ �������� ,�� ��&� �����
���� ����+� ���+�� ��� �����  ���� !��!������ ��� ���� ��������� �!� ����
����%���� �������



498 Journat �	� the American �������� 	��� ���������� ���������

The facts then are these. Mr. K. dreamed or had a vision 
of an unsigned letter embodying a report to the company and 
that this letter was unsigned. Also he seems to have felt 
that some exceptions to the report were made. This was on 
July 9th, 1907, and the letter making the corrections was 
dated July 8th, but was received on morning of July 9th veri­
fying the dream or vision. I11 the letter of July nth the 
company indicated that some part of the report of stock was 
missing and then the letter from Mr. K. of July 12th indi­
cated how the error had happened.

Premonition.
Dec. 16th, 1908.

Mr. James H. Hyslop, Treasurer,
Dear Sir:—On Tuesday, October 13th, 1908. I went to New 

York on business. While in New York on this visit, I had an ex­
perience which may be interesting to you.

My sister, Madam M-------  K------- , has a studio in New
York City. I, of course, called on her on Tuesday, as well as 
every day during my visit. On Tuesday evening, on leaving her, 
she told me not to come to her studio before eight o’clock on 
Wednesday morning (October 14th). I awoke about six o’clock 
as this is my usual hour for rising, but did not get up because I 
had no place to go. I stopped at the Grenoble Hotel, I dozed a 
little while longer, and about 7.30, while fully awake, and hearing 
people moving about the hotel, I suddenly saw a vision.

I saw at some little distance, say fifteen feet approximately, a 
grand piano with a red cover on it. similar to the one that my 
sister has in her studio. The back of the piano was towards me, 
and at the key-board on the base side of it, stood a figure dressed 
like a monk. I was attracted to the figure and examined it 
closely. I found that it appeared to be a man and that the head 
was a skull or death-head. While looking at this vision and won­
dering what it meant and trying to reason it out (I mention this 
to show you that I really was awake) I saw the figure take hold 
of the lid of the piano and slowly close it and then draw the cover 
over it. Then the vision passed.

I felt convinced that what I had seen was in reference to my 
sister’s studio.

Upon seeing her that morning, I told her of my vision, and 
when she asked what it meant, said that it undoubtedly meant 
that she would be compelled to close her piano on account of 
death. (I do not mean permanently.)

That evening my sister and I called on Mrs. L------- T-—— ,



!���$����� 4�4

$��� ���� �� ������� ��� ���� ��+��  ������%���� ���� ������� � ���� ��+��#�
���� ,� ����� ���� �!� +&� �������� ��� )������&� �!�������� L���� ���
�3 ��M#� ,� ��������� ���� ��+�� ����%����N���� � ������� ���� ���� ���%�'
���#� $��� ��+�� ��� ������ +&� �������� <� ������� %���� &��� ������ !����
��+����������������#� ���&��� ���� � ����� ��+�� !��+� +&� �������

��� ��+��%� ��0� ��� ������������#� ,� ����� �������� +&� �*��������
���N���������� 1��P ������� #�+&������%������#� ������� � ���� �������#
���� ��� N��� Q���� N�� ������� �� LN��� N�� ������� � ��� �� +�+ ��� �!
&���� ������&�M

7��+� ����� ��+�� ��#� ���� ��� ������ &�������&� +�����%#� ������%�
���������� -��� ��� �������%�+&��!!����&�������&� +�����%#� ����+'
 ��� �3 ��#� ,� !����� �� ����%��+#� ������%������ +&�  ������A�� ������� %����
���� ����� ��� �$�� �:����0� ����� +�����%�� 8��� ��+�� ��� ��� �����'
 ��%�#� ���� ,� �++�������&� ������� ��� +&� ������� ��� ���� ���������#�
���� ���#��!�������#� ���� ���� ��+�� ������� �!� ����� �����#� ���� ���� ��!��
!��� ����� ��%�� ����� ��%���� ,����������&� ,� +�%��� +������� ����� +&�
 ������#� ���� �����A�� !�����#� $��� ��� ��$� P��0� ��� ���� ��+�� ����
���%����� �����

N&� ������:�� ������ ��� �������
P��� +�&� +�0�� ����� ���� �!� ����� ��� &��� ���� !��#� ���� &��� ����

����� ��� $����� ��� ��&� �!� ���� ������� +���������
P����� ���&� ����&#

� �� ;�

����� �7 ��#� ���7 �
����Q�+���8�� 8&����#� #

����� ���S�P����� �!� &�������&� ���������� )��� +������ �!� Q�
V������� :�� �*��������� �!� $����� &��� $����� ��� 6����� !����� ��� +&
+�+��&�  ������� �!� ���� ������ ��������� ��� ��+�� ��� ���� ��� ���� �� !�$�
��&��  �!���� ���� ������%� !��� ��$� P��0� ���� $����� ��� ����� +�� �!�
 ���%� !��!������ $����� ��� ���� 9�8�������+��4� ������ ��� �������� ���
+�� $���� ��� ��+��  ��0� $����� $��� ���� ��� �) ��#� 	������ �����
�!�������� ������� !����$��%�+�����%���� ����� ��� �������� ,� ���� �����'
����#� 3 .����� ��� ��$� P��0#� ��� ���� ������ ������� ���� ������� !��+�
$����� +&� ������� ���� ���� ������� ,� L$���� ���!����&� �$�0�#� ���'
������� ���� ������%�$����$���%���%���� �������+�M� ��$�+&���!����
�!� ��� +&� ������:�� ������� �����&��%� $���� ���+��� ��� +�� ��� �+���'
�� ������������$���� ����������������������$����� ���$����������$�����
,� ���� ����� ����� ���� ,�� $��� ����� ���� ��� ���� ����� �!� ��� ��������� ��
�0������������� ����� $����  ���0�������&����%��%���$�� ��$����� ����
!������ )���� ���� ������ $��� ������� ��$�� ���� ���� ������� !�����
�$�&�4

,� ����� 0��$�� N��� Q�� V ������� � � ���� ��%��� &����� ��� +����
8���� ��$�&�� !����� ��+� ����� ���� 8�� !��6�����&� ������+�� �!� �����
����%������ ,� ��+#�!������&�������!��6�����&#�$�� ���%������&�+����
��� ���� ��+�� ���#� ����%�� $�� ���:�� ��$�&���%���� ��� �� �� "����



500� Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research.

)����� ��� �������� �*��������� ��� $����� ��� ���&��� �� ���+������
����� ����� ��������� ��+�� &����� �%�� ���� $����� ,� ���0� ����� ��� ��
���&� ����������� !��������� 8�� +�&� %���� &��� ���� �������� �!� ���
��+���+�� �%���#� ,� $���� &��� ���� �������� ��� &���� �������%��������
,� $���� &��� ������ !��+� ����� ��� ����� $������� !��� 3�)��� �����'
���:��9�����3��������A�#4������ ��������� ���%� ���� ��+����!���������&��
.�&#� �!����� �& ������++������� ���� ����+��� �������#� +�+ ����!�
)��� 7���0���� ,��������� L,� �+� ����� ���M#� ���� 3�)��� J��������&� �!�
�����&������4� ���!������(

-&� ����$�&#������!� ���� ��������� �����+�������$��0��!� ��!�$��!�
���+� �����%� �I������ �!� ������ �$�� $���� ���&� ����������� ���������
8��  ����$��� ��+�� ����������� ��� ���� �� "���� !��+� +�#� 9 � � �������
������������ ����� ���+�4

-��� ,� +���� ������ �!����%�����%����� ������+��
1��&�����&�&����#

Q�8�� N��� ���� �

��� ��������� �� ������%���+�#� ,� ���A�� ����#����&� !�������+�%���
����0�,����������� �����&�� 3�:)������������ ������ ����������:�� ��+��
��� ������4� LOM

Q�� N���

����� 19��#� 1908�
��#�Q�+���8��8&����#���������&#

����� ���S�,� �����&���� ������� �!� ���� ����� ����#�� ��%�����%� ���
�*��������� �!� N��� V ������� #� ���� 1� ��0�� ��������� ���%����%�&��� ��
�������� �!� ��+�� ��� ��� ����� ��� ���+��

��� )�����&�� ���� ��� 13��#� 1908#� N��� V������� � ��!�� ��������'
����� ����&� ��� ���� +�����%#� ��� ������ ��+�� �����+���� ��� 	��5� ���'
����#� ��$��0�������������$������ ���� ��������� ������!���$�Q����&��
8�� ��������� �%���� ��� ������������� ��� 7����&� �!�������#� ���� ���
16���� ���� ��� �������&� +�����%#� ���� ��� �O��#� ����� +���!� ���� �*'
���������

8�� ����� ����� ����� ���)�����&� �!�������#����$���� ��� ��$�P��0�
���&������������� ��� ����;���� ���8������ ,�� ���� ������%#� ���$���
��� ������ ���� ������#� N���+� N ������� � V������� #� $��� ���� �� ������
����� ������� -�!���� ������%� ���� ������#� ��� �����%��� ��� ����� ��� ����
��� ��%����:����0� ��� .�������&� +�����%�

8�� �$�0�� � ���� ��*��A����0� ��� .�������&� +�����%#� ���� �����
 ���%� ���� ����&� ��� %��� ��#� ��� $���� ��� ������ �%���#� ���� $�0����%�
�%���� � ���� �����#� ��&��%� ���  ��� ����0��%#� �� ������� ��������� ���
��+�� ��+�� ��������� !��+� ��+� ��� ��$� �� %����� ������ $���� �� ����
��������� ���� 8�����+��� ��� �� ��� ���� ��0��!����������#����� ��� ����
 ���� ����� �!�����0�& ����� ������ �� !�%���� �������� ���  ���0#� ���0��%�
��0�� ��+��0�� H��0��%���� ����� ������&#� ��� �������� ����� !�%���� ���





3�6 � �������� �	� ���� ��������� �������� 	��� ���������� ���������

���� �����A�� �����#� ,� ������� ��� +&� !������ ���� ����#� 9���� &��� ��'
+�+ ��� $���� ,� ����� &��� N�#� V ������� ����O4

-������� +�� P����� ���&� ����&#
��� , ������� ) ������� �

��$� P��0#� ���#� 6� ��#� ���7 �
����Q�+��� 8�� 8&����#

����� ���� 8&����S���� +&� ������� !��+� ����� ��%�� $������� ,�
����%�������������� ��!������� ,� !�����&������������!�����+ ��� �5 ��#�
��� $����� &��� ��0� +�� ��� %���� ��� �������� �!� +&�  ������� Q��
V������� A�� �*���������

��� .�������&� +�����%#� ���� ��� �4 ��#� $����� ��&��%� +�� ��
������ ���+&� �������+&� ������� �����+�� ���� !����$��%S�

N������� &���+��������  �� ���������� �!���� �� ������ ��+��&���$���
����� ��� ������ &���� ������� ��� +&� ��0��%� $�&#� ��� ����S� )���
+�����%� ,� ��$� �� %����� ������ $���� �� ���� ������ ���� ����� ��0��
&����#� ��� ���� ����� �� !�%���� ��������#� ���� ������� ���� ������+�����
,�� $���������

,��+� ����&������&������,� ���� �������� ������+&����������+&��������
������ ����� ���&� �������&� ��� ����+ ��� �3 ��#

�� V�



Book Reviews. 503

BOOK REVIEW S.

"A Theory of Mind.'1 By John Lewis March. Charles Scribner’s 
S o n s .  1908 .

This book is too scholastic and too full of facts of an interest­
ing nature, to be summed up in a short review of this character. 
Dr. March has elaborated a definite theory which, he conceives, 
explains mind, matter, the relation of one to the other, and the 
position of both in the universe. It is a sort of monism, identify­
ing mind and matter as the same, yet clinging somewhat also to 
Cliffords mind-stuff theory. The position, as summed up by 
Dr, March himself, is this: " Matter to itself is mind ; mind as
it reflects itself to another mind is matter. Matter and mind are 
thus to be considered identical." On the next page but one, we 
read: " The realm of mind is the realm of matter, as that realm
is to itself." Dr. March contends that, although there may be 
many objections to his theory, the whole trend of modern science 
is in favor of it, and away from any sort of dualism. This the au­
thor endeavors to maintain at length through the rest of the 
book,—chapters being devoted to “ fusion," “ the elements of 
mind," “ the building up of the mind," “ first truths," " similarity 
of the instincts," “ the maternal instinct," " the personal instinct," 
“  the social instinct,” and the “ social units.”

The exception one might take to it, as to all books of a simitar 
nature, is that it does not go far enough. The philosophical con­
troversy as to the nature of mind and matter, and their relation 
to one another and to the universe, will probably go on for many 
years before it is solved,—if indeed it ever is solved. The only 
rational, final and satisfactory method of determining the correct­
ness of any theory is to refer to known facts. If the theory covers 
and explains all these facts in a satisfactory way, it is probable 
that the theory is true. If it does not so explain them, there is 
direct evidence that the theory is erroneous. Viewed from our 
standpoint, then, one might call upon Dr. March to explain upon 
his theory, the facts of psychic research; and he would of course 
be totally unable to explain them. Let these facts be established, 
therefore, and his theory, together with all others of a similar 
nature, must fall to the ground and be proven erroneous.—no 
matter how logical or accurate, they may be, or with what detail 
they may be elaborated. The issue, in other words, is not a philo­
sophical, but a scientific one. and it can only be determined by the 
facts in the case.

U E R E W A R D  C A R R I N G T O N .
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' ���� -��$� �	� )������,4  by Andrew Lang. Longmans, Green & 
Co., 1909.

This vigorous new book by Lang gives a concise account of 
the life and death of Jeanne D’Arc, based upon first-hand accurate 
historical information and forms a reply to M. Anatole France's 
book on Jeanne D'Arc, issued some time ago in France. The par­
ticular interest to our readers would He, not so much in the actual 
biographical account, nor in the details of her military exploits, 
nor yet in the valuable historical side-lights which Mr. Lang is 
enabled to throw upon her life and fortunes; but in the psycho­
logical analysis of the Maid and her visions, furnished by Mr. 
Lang. The whole tone of the book is, in fact, a defence of the 
supernormal or inspirational source of these visions and voices, 
and he has discussed this question at length and as scientifically 
as may be desired, in a separate Appendix. In this, he quotes the 
opinion of various eminent neurologists and their views on 
Jeanne, but comes to the conclusion that such views are unable to 
account for the facts. It is hardly necessary to say that France, 
in his estimate of the Maid, came to the conclusion that she rep­
resented little more than a hysteric,—swayed by enthusiasm and 
capable of swaying others in moments of a nation's upheavals, 
Andrew Lang replies at length to this view, and contends that, 
no matter how 11 neurotic ” Jeanne might have been,—her achieve­
ments and the nature of the voices inspiring her, remain positively 
unaccounted for. He shows, further, that there is no evidence 
whatever, physiological, mental or moral, to show that Jeanne 
was hysterical, or neurotic or possessed of any of the qualities 
which should entitle modern psychiatrists to classify her in any 
way as an abnormal type.

The book can heartily be‘recommended to those interested in 
psychic research.

HEREWARD CARRINGTON.
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The last number of the Proceedings of the English Society 
(Vol. X X II) is one of the most interesting, and in some re­
spects, one of the most important published in the history of 
the Society’s work. Mr. Piddington calls it “A Series of 
Concordant Automatisms.” This means that it is a series of 
experiments on "  cross references ”  or ”  cross correspond­
ences,”  as they are often called. Briefly indicated the ex­
periments were these. Efforts were made to get ( i)  a series 
of common messages through different “  automatists,”  as 
the report calls them, carefully evading the use of the term 
“ medium,” and (� ) a series of “  messages ” that represented, 
besides a common content, the presence of associated inci­
dents completing or supplementing information obtained 
through another, and so really or apparently illustrating the 
existence of independent intelligence. This last feature of 
the experiments seems to have been the most impressive one 
to those who were conducting the experiments and great 
stress is laid upon it by them regarding its possible signifi­
cance in favor of a “  third intelligence ” as involved in the re­
sult, the tertium quid of Mr. Gurney some years ago. The 
psychics involved were Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Verrall, Miss Ver-
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land's dr of Miss Vcrrall’s script, or by Miss Verrall's normal 
knowledge of parts of Mrs. Verrall’s script.

“ The word or sentence given to the Piper trance personalities 
for reproduction by them through one or more of the other autom- 
atists was selected in eighteen cases by those in charge of the 
sittings; five times by Sir Oliver Lodge, eleven times by myself, 
and twice by Mrs, Sidgwick. Rather over a hundred subjects 
for experiment were chosen by the trance personalities; one by 
Imperator, two by Prudens, three by Rector, sixty-one by 
* Myers,' twenty-one by ‘«Hodgson,’ six by ' Sidgwick/ one by 
1 G. P/ and in a few cases the choice was not attributed to any 
special control.

“ Of the eighteen words or phrases selected by the experi­
menters only one can be said with certainty to have been suc­
cessfully transferred. Of the success achieved in the transmis­
sion of messages chosen by the trance personalities themselves it 
would be idle to speak in general terms. Bach case where com­
plete or partial success was attained must be described and stud­
ied in detail.”

The material and such portions of the detailed records as 
were associated with the experiments make up a volume of 
440 pages, including eighteen pages of Mrs. Sidgwick’s presi­
dential address. It is an exceedingly detailed report and may 
be read with different judgments of its value. I shall sum­
marize the facts with some care, and make the result a sub­
ject of later comment, tho pausing occasionally to consider 
certain features of difficulty or favor in the question of their 
supernormal character, as the occasion may require. I be­
gin with the first instance of cross correspondence occurring 
in connection with the sitting at which Sir Oliver Lodge sug­
gested this type of experiment. I shall omit from the sum­
mary the more complicated cases which do not make the co­
incidences superficially apparent.

The first incident to be quoted will not be so striking as 
may be desired for proving the supernormal, but it has char­
acteristics which are noticeable in work of this kind and 
hence deserves mention.

At the sitting of November 15th, 1906, with Mrs, Piper, 
Sir Oliver Lodge asked the communicator who purported to 
be Dr. Hodgson, if he would try to give a message elsewhere. 
The communicator replied that he would and said: “ I will
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self, in order to prevent the medium’s own knowledge from af­
fecting the result.

The question should be short, on account of the difficulty and 
slowness of communication between sitter and communicator in 
the present conditions of the Piper trance.

3. The question should concern a subject which had not only 
been known to, but which had been thoroughly familiar to Fred­
eric Myers, so that, had it been addressed to him in his lifetime, 
he would have answered it instinctively, without a moment's 
doubt, hesitation, or reflection. It should therefore concern a 
matter not merely of intellectual acquisition or learning, but of 
knowledge so completely assimilated as to have been a stable 
part of his personality.

4. The answer should be complex, tho not necessarily 
lengthy; and in order to avoid the risk of an accidentally suc­
cessful guess on the part of Mrs. Piper, it should not be express­
ible in a single phrase, but should require for completeness allu­
sions to more than one group of associations.

5. The answer should be such as could be proved to have 
been known to Myers; that is, the verification should not depend 
on Mrs. Verrall’s personal knowledge or impression but on un­
mistakable external evidence.

S. The question and answer should, in fact tho not in appear­
ance, be connected with a range of subjects already alluded to in 
Mrs. Verrall's own script by Myers.

It was not easy to find an appropriate question. Some of the 
required conditions would be met if Greek were the language of 
the question; and it seemed desirable, with a view to condition 5, 
to frame a question based on a Greek quotation to which refer­
ence had actually been made in some published work of Myers', 
tho condition 1 demanded that this reference should not be ob­
vious or easily discoverable.

It was on January 22nd, 1907, that Mrs. Verrall decided to 
apply this test, if only she could think of a satisfactory question. 
On the evening of January 33rd it suddenly occurred to her that 
the words 'kai autos ouranos akumoW would serve the purpose. 
The words may be translated ‘ and the very heaven waveless.’ 
They come from the 5th book of the Enneades of the Neo-Platonic 
philosopher Plotinus, and form part of a passage in which he re­
cites the conditions that should precede and accompany the at­
tainment of ecstasy, or communion of the individual soul with 
the divine; these conditions being perfect calm of soul and body 
and of external nature as well. A translation of the passage from 
Plotinus will be found in the second volume of Human Personality, 
p. 391, but the Greek words are not given, and in the translation 
no emphasis is laid on any particular phrase in question. It is
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there rendered ‘ calm be the earth, the sea, the air, and let Heaven 
itself be still,’ and this sentence is in the middle of a paragraph of 
some eleven lines.

The four words in Greek (followed by the name of the author, 
Plotinus, but by no further reference) occur once in Myers’ pub­
lished works, namely, as the motto to a poem on Tennyson pub­
lished in Fragments of Prose and Poetry (p. 117). They are not 
there translated."

Investigation apparently shows that Mrs. Piper had not 
known or heard of this work.

On January 29th at a sitting with Mrs. Piper Mrs. Verrall 
put her test question, having to spell it out for the supposed 
communicator. In the event of a satisfactory answer she had 
a right to expect a translation of the words, a reference to 
Myers’ poem on Tennyson, and a reference to Plotinus in the 
latter part of Human Personality. I quote the report for the 
results the next day.

"  On January 30th, the day after the question was put, 
Mrs. Verrall had another sitting with Mrs. Piper. There was 
no direct reference to the test question, but Mrs. Verrall 
thought that some of the phrases used in the trance, tho only 
disconnectedly introduced, showed that the associations for 
which she had asked were present in the thoughts of the com­
municating intelligence; that there was in fact what might be 
called ' preliminary emergence ’ of them. Thus the phrase 
‘ Haven of rest ’ was mentioned as likely to recall to Mrs. 
Verrall a memory of Myers; and towards the end of the sit­
ting there was a disconnected allusion to * Larches ’ and 
* Laburnum/ Both these words have Tennysonian associa­
tions for Mrs. Verrall; the spring budding of the larch and the 
first flowering of the laburnum always bringing to her mind 
Tennyson's descriptive phrases—both from In Memoriam—
' When rosy plumelets tuft the larch ’ and ' Laburnums, drop­
ping wells of fire.’ ”

As nothing more was said with reference to the issue until 
February 6th, these Tennysonian associations may have been 
connected with an allusion to “ Celestial Halcyon Days "  on 
January 15th which apparently had an association with a 
phrase in Tennyson very closely connected with this allusion

‘I'
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to “ Larches ”  and “ Laburnums." Hence apparently the co­
incidence is with another matter than the test question. It 
may, however, have been an evidence of the communicator’s 
understanding of the test question and an allusion to earlier 
messages which had been intended to remind her of Tenny­
son. This is conjectural and we do not require to regard the 
incident as more than a coincidence, except that Mrs. Verrall 
interpreted it as a possible indication of the communicator’s 
appreciation of her question.

In the further account of the facts Mr. Piddington groups 
Mrs. Verrall’s cases of automatic script together and it de­
volves upon the reader to watch for the chronology of the 
phenomena. I shall here observe the order of time in the 
summary of the facts.

On February 6th, Mr. Piddington, at a sitting with Mrs. 
Piper, read a letter of Mrs. Verrall to the trance personalities 
indicating that she, Mrs. Verrall, thought the messages of 
January 30th at her own sitting were evidence of an under­
standing on the part of Mr, Myers, the supposed communi­
cator, of the test question. Mrs. Verrall’s letter asked for 
clearer statements of what the Greek words recalled to him.

On February 12th, Mrs. Verrall’s script or automatic writ­
ing shows an allusion to Tennysonian associations. The ref­
erence is apparently to ' -����� $>�� � � � � � Some of the very 
phrases of that poem are quoted, but as they are attributable 
to Mrs. VerraU’s subconscious we need not quote the pas­
sages, the interest in them being the mere fact that the con­
tents seem to point to associations which Mrs. Verrall wanted 
to obtain through Mrs. Piper.

On February 25th Mrs. Verrall’s script showed another 
and similar allusion to another poem of Tennyson. It again 
is subject to explanation by her subconscious. But on Feb­
ruary 26th her script became more definite and shows direct 
appreciation of what had been suggested in the test question 
put through Mrs. Piper. The passage is as follows:

“ Autos ouranos akumon [written in Greek language]. I 
think I have made him [probably ' Rector ’] understand but 
the best reference to it will be made elsewhere, not Mrs. Piper
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as Plotinus, as we have seen, was the author of the Greek 
phrase.

If the reader could study the original records and keep in 
mind that it thus required six weeks to answer the question 
he will observe some evidence of the difficulties of this work, 
on any theory of it. That is perhaps the most important les­
son to be learned from it. But for the present the general 
reader is interested in the case as evidence of the supernormal. 
Mr. Piddington and the authors of the report do not doubt 
that the incident is one which cannot be explained by chance 
and with that judgment I think all intelligent persons would 
agree. ‘

There was a number of other cross correspondences and 
among them one very complicated one in reply to a Latin 
question. None of these can be outlined here, as there is not 
space for the detailed explanations necessary to make them 
intelligible. The reader may study them in the report of Mr, 
Piddington. I have given the most important cases for easy 
understanding and that will illustrate the character of all the 
others. They all illustrate the existence of coincidences be­
tween different psychics that cannot be due to chance, and 
some of them show a psychological process going on that is 
not easily attributable to telepathy as that is often conceived, 
tho as others often conceived it I imagine the process is as­
sumed to be capable of anything whatever short of forging 
iron. But this aside the important point is that the phe­
nomena exhibit a group of concordant messages which cer­
tainly confirm an hypothesis suggested by the earlier reports 
on the Piper case and by the mass of phenomena accumulated 
by the Society.

When it comes to summing up the meaning of all these 
phenomena it may not be so clear. There may be wide dif­
ferences of opinion as to their exact significance. It is no­
ticeable that the report has made a sensation in some scien­
tific quarters in England, a sensation, however, that is not of 
the excited character. It seems that a larger interest has 
been shown in the report than in any previous publication of 
the Society and it seems to be due to the peculiar nature of 
the phenomena as cross correspondences. Mr. Piddington
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has not offered any specific theory of the facts. He has also 
as carefully refrained from explaining them away, as it has 
been the usual custom of the Society in the past, assuming 
that unless it quarrelled with supernormal interpretations, 
barring the use of telepathy, it had no excuse for its being. 
But in this report there is no attempt to argue away the sig­
nificance of the facts. Mr. Piddington thinks that they are 
not due to chance and does not offer any special theory to ex­
plain them after urging this fact in their favor. There are 
allusions now and then to a “  third intelligence ”  as perhaps 
required to explain the phenomena, but there is no definite 
identification of that intelligence, except by innuendo. It 
may be that the prejudices of certain parties requires this 
type of cautiousness and I am not criticizing the policy, but 
stating the facts which indicate how free from theoretical ex­
planations the report is. No one can question the cautious 
and conservative character of Mr.Piddington's attitude on the 
problem. He simply presents the facts with great detail and 
with unusual patience in regard to the perplexities of the 
phenomena in which the significant facts are found. No one 
can accuse him of displaying any bias on either side of their 
possible interpretation. All the facts that may weaken or 
protect them are given as fully as the most critical person 
could desire. No expressed conclusions stand in the way of 
denying or affirming a large meaning for the facts. I know 
one reader who thinks the report worthless and he is a man 
who is interested in the work, is in sympathy with conserva­
tive methods, and has written favorably of a spiritistic inter­
pretation of the Piper and other phenomena. Others seem 
impressed with Mr. Piddington’s report as the most import­
ant for spiritistic tendencies that has yet appeared. The re­
port has certainly left that impression in England among cer­
tain persons. But the report itself does not lend any sup­
port to either view in so far as advocacy of any theory is con­
cerned. It is entirely non-committal, and only casual re­
marks would enable any one to discover where Mr. Pidding­
ton’s sympathies really lie. These are defensive remarks 
replying to some anticipated sceptical objection, but are so
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hypothesis I do not think it is nearly so effective as previous 
reports. The reason for the failure to appreciate this fact I 
think is that the group of men working at the problem have 
failed to realize just what the real standard of evidence is in 
the case. The complication of several psychics in the results 
has this importance, namely, that it excludes the ordinary 
suppositions from discrediting the facts. For instance, you 
would have to include a number of very respectable people in 
the fraud that would have to be assumed to explain them 
after chance coincidence had been eliminated and before ad­
mitting a more serious theory, and I am not sure but it is 
this respectability that constitutes one of the report's most 
effective claims to consideration. Some would not want the 
hardihood to say that some of the psychics were not prop­
erly guarded as Dr, Hodgson had guarded Mrs. Piper and 
that the interval elapsing between the messages claiming to 
be cross correspondences diminish the value of the evidence 
for even the supernormal. But waiving all this as unneces­
sary it seems to the present writer that the importance at­
tached to the report as evidence of a "  third intelligence " is 
based upon an entirely false view of what the problem is and 
what the real evidence should be for a spiritistic theory of 
the phenomena.

In the whole report there is but one of the cross corre­
spondences that points in any way to the personal identity of 
deceased persons, unless we make the anagram "  star, rats, 
and tars ”  the exception. The “  Crossing the Bar ” incident 
undoubtedly has interesting features of identity in it. These 
are the associations which Mr. Myers would be expected to 
have with the Greek words read to him as an alleged com­
municator through Mrs. Piper. All the other instances, save 
the anagram mentioned, are of the kind which do not illus­
trate the personal identity of the men alleged to be communi­
cating, tho they do indicate indisputable evidence of the su­
pernormal. Personally I should regard them as good evi­
dence of the same personalities, independent personalities, if 
you like, but not as affording the primary evidence of their 
identity with the living persons whom they claim to be. The 
messages or cross correspondences certainly indicate beyond
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a doubt that the supernormal information obtained plays 
about the same alleged personalities, but only a few of them 
tend to prove that you are dealing with the deceased persons 
alleged. To me the evidence of surviving personality must 
be something else than either cross correspondence or an al­
leged source of them. Cross correspondences only compli­
cate the evidences for a conclusion established in another 
way. Let me make myself clearer on this point.

The existence of certain information obtained through 
psychics is accepted by all as evidence of the supernormal. I 
need not explain this fact. When the facts purport to come 
from the dead and are acceptably supernormal the only hy­
pothesis which has even a claim to respectable mention 
against the superficial character of phenomena illustrating 
the personal identity of deceased persons is that of telepathy. 
Readers know what I think of that hypothesis in certain 
types of phenomena and I need not go through the tedium of 
analyzing this again. All I require to indicate here is that 
the chief objection to that hypothesis in explanation of such 
facts as Dr. Hodgson recorded is their selective and synthetic 
character as evidence of deceased persons. No one can ques­
tion that they usually related to certain definite deceased per­
sons and are often just such facts as these deceased persons 
might be expected to give in proof of their identity, or even 
when given are clearly relevant to the supposition that they 
are in some way meant to point to them, whatever explana­
tion we finally adopt. But what I have contended for against 
the telepathic hypothesis in explanation of them is that they 
have certain limitations which telepathy should not have if 
used to explain them. What seems to me to be the proper 
evidence of the existence of those who have died is that nat­
ural unity of the facts which makes the spiritistic hypothesis 
more rational than any other. This standard of evidence 
enables us to take account of all the phenomena that have 
been reported during the history of man's development. I 
do not think that the evidence is confined to the material of 
the Society. All that the Society has done has been to give 
better credentials to phenomena that have been reported from 
time immemorial and it is absurd to treat its records as if
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feel that a reasonable criterion exists to limit the ordinary 
objections. In the individual case we may have a standard 
in the complex unity of widely separated facts which had a 
natural association in the mind of the person purporting to 
communicate, and it was that illustrated on a large scale that 
constituted the point of Dr. Hodgson’s report.

Now if cross correspondences, besides illustrating iden­
tical messages through different automatists, will also illus­
trate the selective unity of earthly memories they will serve 
as proof of personal identity, But if they represent only sim­
ilar contents and not the memories of the communicator, 
whatever value they have as evidence of the supernormal, 
they will not constitute evidence of the first power for a spir­
itistic interpretation. They are invaluable after the criterion 
of personal identity has been satisfied, but without also con­
forming to the criterion of past memories and natural asso­
ciations they are secondary and will lose all their significance 
unless the first standard has been applied.

The chief value of Mr. Piddington’s report seems to me to 
be in the light which it throws upon the difficulties of com­
municating, not in the first proof of spirits. Four hundred 
pages of matter on such a small number of coincidences is de­
cided proof of almost insurmountable difficulties in communi­
cating, and we can hardly overestimate the value of the report 
for its contribution to this feature of the question. It has al­
ways been a perplexity in the Piper records that messages 
should not be given more easily when so much seems to come 
without difficulty. But with the evidence in Mr. Piddington’s 
report that chance coincidence can not be considered in mak­
ing up our mind and with the conformity of the facts to such 
evidence of identity as Dr. Hodgson’s report exhibited, we 
may well appreciate the obstacles which apparently stand in 
the way of ready communication between a sensible and a 
supersensible world. The very limitations of the phenomena 
are so much against the extension of telepathy, which had 
already been made far larger in its imaginary application to 
the Piper phenomena in earlier reports. To concentrate the 
evidential case upon these phenomena in cross correspond­
ences is to lose sight of the real problem and its evidence and
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to minimize the importance of the larger human experience, 
which, in the end, will constitute as good, if not better, evi­
dence than any case of individual experiments. What they 
should do is to confirm an hypothesis based upon other and 
more relevant facts, not to give its initial impulse.

For a spiritistic theory I think it would have been better 
to have published the entire detailed records of the experi­
ments, including all the matter not related to the cross cor­
respondences, as the psychological complexity of the facts 
with the evidence of personal identity in them, would be the 
most effective argument against telepathy that might have 
been conceived. This, however, is not a criticism of Mr. Pid- 
dington’s limitation of his material. That was inevitable in 
bringing out the nature and significance of his cross corre­
spondences. It would have greatly confused his problem. 
But I mention the circumstance only to enforce what I deem 
the proper way to approach and defend the application of a 
"third intelligence” in such phenomena. If it had been 
recognized in Mrs. Sidgwick’s remark about the extension of 
telepathy and her further observations of what rhight be in­
volved in the facts that the evidence for this alternative view 
was not presented in this report there would have been no 
reason for calling attention to thè limitation actually present 
in it. But with the tendency in public opinion to attach a 
value to the cross correspondences which is not their primary 
character it is important to emphasize the real criterion by 
which we have to judge the case.

The point of view here maintained may be summarized 
thus. The cross correspondences contained in the report do 
not supply initial evidence for a spiritistic hypothesis, but 
only corroborative material along with complications which 
make other theories essentially absurd. There is no use to 
say or suppose that the "third intelligence” which is here sur­
mised as a possible explanation is a non-human or extra­
human mind; for we are not entitled to suppose any such 
thing with the problem of personal identity before us and the 
facts directly bearing upon that. We should be admitting 
far greater perplexities into the case by assuming intelli­
gences which we could not reasonably suppose capable of
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intelligently, or rather with more intelligence in the mes­
sages, with some facts that would suggest the source of it. 
We might then indulge in theoretical explanations. But this 
cannot be attempted here. I only remark the fact that psy­
chologically the incidents represent the usual impersonation 
of spirits, tho there is no reason to assert that it is subliminal, 
any more perhaps than there is to assert the intervention of 
foreign agencies.

November 2 nd, 1 9 0 7 .
Some time ago I received a letter from Dr. B. o f -------- ,

narrating some experiences in his family in which his wife 
and children were concerned and with them the family of 
some neighbors. I was invited to be present and investigate 
the phenomena. I responded and the following is a report on 
what I witnessed at a seance. The phenomena were of the 
control type with auditory expression of results.

They invited the neighboring family in, which consisted 
of husband and wife, two grown sons and one child eight 
years of age. The ryune was Harwin (pseudonym), and they 
were farmers near by. Dr. B.’s family consisted of himself, 
wife and three children, the oldest nineteen years, the next 
about twelve and the youngest a little more than eight or 
thereabouts. I did not ask for his age.

The room was slightly darkened by removing the lights. 
One lamp burned in the hall and curtains hung up between 
us and it, but the light shone over a transom sufficiently to 
give some light, enough for me to see to write notes. We all 
sat about the table. The object was to have control phe­
nomena.

Hardly had we got the people seated when the two older 
children of Dr. B. began to show evidences of control. They 
had sat down some minutes before. The older one, nineteen, 
jerked his arms and shoulders considerably, the younger one 
next to him did not exhibit the same type of muscular action 
in his evidence. He kept convulsively moving his hands 
about the table, sometimes in the air, and sometimes rubbing 
his face and eyes. Finally the older arose and began pound­
ing the table and shouting like an Indian and wanted to shake
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that the boy knew nothing about the picket fence, the path, 
woodshed and the window in the shed which was substan­
tially correct. They represent facts in New Hampshire 
where he had never been and about which he was said to 
know nothing.

While this was going on one of the Harwin boys, men in 
fact, showed signs of going under control. He lay with his 
head on the table and groaning slightly. To hold him sev­
eral of us tried to hold his hands, but he rejected all but Dr.
B.'s, who remained some time holding the fellow’s hands. 
He remained in this groaning condition for an hour.

The younger son of Dr, B. was remaining silent all this 
while tho at times exhibiting indications of “ influence.” 
Once he patted Mr. Harwin on the back when he seemed to 
recognize the man whom the older son of Dr. B. had de­
scribed. After a pause of some minutes, with the disappear­
ance of the man who was related to Mr. Harwin, the older 
son of Dr. B. suddenly remarked that he saw a Greek about 
me wearing a toga or a loose robe which was worn in ancient 
Greece. The man was said to have a high forehead, and I 
asked them what he was doing and the reply was that he 
stood by me. I asked the boy to communicate with him, and 
after a pause he said, “  I don't get the idea. He seems to be 
speaking to a class, discoursing on something and giving out 
his theories.”

Suddenly the younger brother broke out with the word 
spiro and paused, as if trying to get more, and in a few mo­
ments said qui and then with some doubt the word pandas, as 
I have to spell it from the sound. At this point the youngest 
child on the opposite side of the table complained of the 
"  shivers.”  But nothing more came of him except some con­
vulsive actions. In a moment the younger broke out with 
the word Xenia and said there was one more word which he 
could not get, and presently exclaimed edisonckes, I having to 
spell this phonetically. He seemed to be trying to write on 
the table and I offered paper, but this was refused. Then he 
said: “ I can see these Greek letters?” and in a moment
uttered menza or mettro, using the soft ‘ z ’ sound if the latter 
word was meant. Then the older boy exclaimed Kedas, and
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did in matters that might impress the public, and yet could 
not do so well in phenomena that look like the genuine. 
Many of their actions were absurd on the faking hypothesis, 
and they frankly admit their consciousness or semi-conscious­
ness during the control, and the giving of incidents not nor­
mally acquired favor the genuineness of the phenomena. But 
there is no way to prove this for a reader who cannot witness 
the experiments.

One thing should be remarked. The youngest Harwin 
child also showed decided "  shivers " and convulsive actions 
a number of times, tho there are suspicions that his imagina­
tion and imitative instincts may account for this. Excluding 
this supposition, however, the evening showed clear control 
for three boys present, decided traces of it in two others, and 
convulsive actions and impressions in another, the oldest of 
the Harwin boys, making six persons in all exhibiting psy­
chic phenomena of one type or another. Neither of the 
ladies showed any signs whatever of doing anything. Mrs,
B. does automatic writing, but there was not a sign of any 
influence exercised over her. Dr. B. also had no indications 
of psychic conditions. I became very sleepy at several stages 
of the experiment, as I often do at such seances. It may have 
been attributed to ennui, tho much of the time I felt none of 
this, being too much interested in the phenomena, and I do 
not recall at any time feeling so, I was tired, however, and 
need not suppose it due to anything else.

JA M ES H. HYSLOP.

P. S.—The oldest son of Dr. B. once showed signs of 
wanting to write. I placed pad and pencil under his hand 
and he wrote, “  Kedas ”  and two symbols like the Greek 
“  ph "  and w n,”  The younger boy knows no other languages 
than English. He has never studied any of them.

November � ! rd, 2  " / .
I previously arranged with Dr. B. to spend the evening 

with the family and to have some further experiments with­
out the presence of the Harwin family. We tried for auto­
matic writing with Mrs. B. and the two sons in the order of
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this record, Mrs. B. coming first. Mrs, B. in time past has 
been controlled by some personality claiming to be Oliver 
Cromwell but who apparently turned out to be a Catholic 
priest. As soon as she had discovered this deception she con* 
tracted a strong repugnance to the writing and refused to ex­
periment with it. She had some fears that it would return 
on this occasion. But there were no traces of his personality. 
She remarked that the influence was gentler and more wel­
come than ever before in her experience, tho automatic writ­
ing of a legible type did not occur for some time in the experi­
ment. There was a long period of scrawls of various kinds 
on the first sheet becoming very rapid and violent at the end.

The first type of scrawl was making circles followed by 
figure 8  lying on the side. Then came line like the letter ‘ m ’ 
repeated over and over. This was done several times on the 
page, interrupting it with circular scrawls.

The second page began with a clear attempt to make let­
ters. The first letter is a clear ‘ m ’ followed by 1 u ’ and let­
ters that might be either ' e * or ' 1.' Then came the letters 
"  meemm,” and apparently the word ‘ message ’ which was 
repeated two or three times. The writing then became so 
rapid and so constantly accompanied at the end of a word or 
a line by flourishes of the pencil that I could not read it and 
the page shows no other effect than scrawls. Some of the 
letters are clear, but the words would be mere conjecture. 
It is possible that the last words on this page are attempts to 
write what is clearer on the next. One of the words is evi­
dently this and is a perfectly apparent attempt to write the 
word ‘ money.'

On the third page the first two letters are clearly * mo ’ 
and the rest like two ' u's ’ and * y,' The second attempt is 
clearly ' money.' Then come attempts at some words with 
‘ m ’ beginning they and next two clear cases of the word 
' follow.’ The rest of the page was scrawls.

The fourth page began with scrawls of figure S lying on 
its side and then the words ‘ good ’ and ' right ’ repeated over 
and over again.

The next page begins with ‘ m ' and circular scrawls, and 
in a few moments ‘ me ’ is repeated and terminates in the
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for the doctor, and on my way there, I said, "  Hugh, Hugh, I 
wish you were here.” I was frantic with grief.

G. L. PEDLEY.
Montreal, Tuesday, Feb. 9th, 1909.
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Northampton, Mass., June 7, 1909.
Dear Hyslop:

The following coincidence which suggests to the narrator 
thought transference in a dream, was reported to me by a former 
student of mine in a letter dated May � , 1909. The testimony of 
the two principals in the case came this morning. The docu­
ments tell their own tale and need no comment. Standing alone 
the incident, of course, proves nothing, but it seems worth re­
cording for the sake of any possible value it may chance to ac­
quire through comparison with other incidents of a similar type.

I will first give Mrs. F.’s narrative, then the brother’s, then 
the father’s, using false initials in all cases in deference to the 
brother’s request for anonymity. But I send you the original 
documents. Yours faithfully,

H. N. GARDINER.

�)��� ��U�� (�))�%����� ���� ��� 2 " �

My father and brother are both ardent hunters, you should 
know. Recently my brother trapped a muskrat, which quite 
oddly was alive when he got to the trap. At this season they 
usually drown very soon after being caught. My brother was 
alone and my father did not know where he had been. All he 
knew was the fact of his finding a muskrat alive in his trap and 
killing him. I established this fact by careful inquiry of both of 
them. t

The next morning father said that he dreamed the night before 
that he was trapping muskrat, and that when he got to one trap it 
had a live rat in it. (So far the dream was merely the reproduc­
tion of what he had been told.) But he went on to say that the 
rat was some distance from the shore, and that he hunted around 
and found a very long bean-pole and with that dispatched the rat. 
Then Walter said; " I  killed mine with a bean-pole.” “ Mine 
was sharpened at the end,” said my father. “ And so was mine,” 
said my brother. It will not occur to you how odd that was, be-
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����+� ��!�#�  ��� ����� ��� ����� �����+��%���� $���� � �%��� ���+ '
 �������� �!� ���� ������������ ) ��� ����!� ��������#� ��$ ����#� �����
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they persisted in asserting the absurdity of the phenomena. I 
would step off two or three feet above the ground or floor and 
walk through the air with the greatest ease. In order to prove 
to myself that I was not dreaming, I went through this perform­
ance before some spectators, who were much astonished, and 
began to spread the fame of such a remarkable accomplishment. 
I told them it was just as mysterious to me as to them. I felt 
that I was the only person who had this power, I then went be­
fore one of the associate editors on our paper and convinced him 
by a demonstration of the truth of the phenomena, afterward re­
marking to him “ if a hard-headed practical machinist and me­
chanical engineer like you believes in this, it must be true and no 
dream.”

When I am in the water I am perfectly at home and haven’t 
the least fear of sinking; in the dream I was physically equally 
comfortable in the air, but I had an intellectual distrust of my 
unknown means of support against the force of gravity, not being 
able to understand it, and continually speculating as to whether 
it were really so, and what the cause might be. Once a lady who, 
when very sick, had had morphia given her as an anodyne and 
hypnotic, told me that after several days dosing it produced in her 
a most unbearable sense of lightness and airiness, so that even 
while awake she could not dispel the illusion that she was floating 
in the air with her bed a foot or two below her; so she refused to 
take any more of the drug, saying the physical pain was better 
than that light-headed feeling. Well, I never use drugs, not even 
tobacco and hardly any alcohol, but one of the possible explana­
tions which occurred to my persistently reasoning mind, was 
some such toxic condition. My feeling in the dream, however, 
was quite unlike that just described; there was no unpleasant 
flighty feeling; it was to me like the pleasure an expert gymnast 
finds in performing some difficult aerial feat of which he is per­
fect master, but all the time my reason was refusing to accept it, 
and was asking, " Why? It cannot be, it is entirely contrary to 
the laws of physics and all human experience,” and was disputing 
what appeared to be the evidence of my senses, in spite of the 
realism which the latter possessed in the dream.

Another explanation that occurred to me, was that my soul 
had in my sleep temporarily left my body and was wandering 
around without having to bother whether it were on the ground 
or not.

This continual reasoning and speculating as to the cause of 
the illusion, simultaneously with the illusory adventures, is a 
very remarkable feature of this dream.

I became more venturesome and tried to go higher up, but 
did not use the walking to treading-water motion for the ascent,




































































































































































































































































































