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Page 29, line 35: Omit of after give.
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Page 49, line 9: insert {0 aiter as.
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Page 558, line 2: for as either read either ds.
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Page 583, line 3: for Trubuer read Triibner,

Page 634, line 32: for slothtfulness read slothfulness,

Page 644 The paragraph beginning “ At a sitting " should be just above the
aph beginning with “ Lamb” on page 642,

Page 651, line 3: for astonome read astronome,
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ANNOUNCEMENT AND COMMENT.
Second Meeting of the Advisory Scientific Council,

The Second Meeting of the Council was held at the City Club,
New York, Nov. 27th, beginning at 11:30 a. m., and continuing,
including dinner, until 4:15 p. m. President McDougall oc-
cupied the chair,

Reports were read by Dr. Prince and Mr. Dingwall, and dis-
cussion of points raised followed.

The Committee on a proposed questionnaire reported through
its chairman, Prof. H. W. Gardiner, an animated discussion fol-
lowed, and the matter was referred, together with the suggestions
which had been made, to the committee, with instructions to re-
port later.

On motion of Dr. Henry Holt, it was decided to have a
monthly meeting of such of the Council as can attend, from
November to April, to listen to reports and papers and discuss
matters of relevant interest. Messrs, Holt and Dawson were
made a committee of arrangements.

On motion by Dr. Dawson, seconded by Dr. Peterson, resolu-
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tion of compliment and regret, appropriate to Mr, Dingwall’s
contemnplated resignation, were adopted.

On motion by Dr. Prince, seconded by Dr. Dana, a resolu-
tion providing for an Editorial Advisory Committee prevailed,
and the President appointed Messrs. Holt, Peterson and Dawson.

Resignation of Mr. Dingwall.

Mr. E. J. Dingwall, Director of the Department of Physical
Phenomena, has resigned his position and will return to England
on the 14th of January. To the hearty commendation and
sincere regret expressed by the resolution of the Council, the
Editor would add a word. He has come to entertain for Mr,
Dingwall a deepening esteem, and thorough appreciation of his
talents, erudition, and so rare a combination of keen eritical
ability and intellectual fairmess. He deplores the necessity of los-
ing so competent and congenial a colleague, which perhaps need
not have been, had the Society possessed the means to supply the
laboratory equipment and funds so peculiarly necessary in order
to carry on the investigation of physical phenomena.

Some of the Principles of Psychical Research,

A number of the maxims or principles which actuate the
present direction of research and publication in this Society were
read at the Council meeting, and these seemed to meet ap-
proval. As their publication has been requested, they are printed
below. There is nothing novel about them, for they probably
fairly represent, so far as they go, the spirit of scientific psychical
research the world over. But they may be useful to some
readers, such as G. W. K|, whose letter is quoted in Conversa-
zione of this issue.

(1) The attitude of the investigator should be one of outward ex-
treme benevolence toward the person who is the subject of experimenta-
tion, and of extreme inward mental alertness.

(2) He must not ailow any previous dogma, partiality or prejudice,
nor any personal relation to the person experimented with, to disturb
his judgment by the weight of a hair, but must consider only the facts
and the logic of the situation in hand. The same principle applies to
editorial work.
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(3) No ulterior consideration should influence the psychical re-
searcher as such, such as the support that certain conclusions would give
to religion, or the comfort that they would confer upon the bereaved.
He must stick to the facts, regardless of consequences. Psychical re-
search is not a cause, a cult, nor a propaganda,

(4) Any expression of opinion on the subject matter of psychical re-
search must be individual, and not credited to the Society, The Society,
as such, has no opinions, except that it is desirable to pursue certain
inquiries by certain methods.

{5) The criterion of selection for publication is not the class to
which a case belongs, nor whether its data seem for or against any
theory, but whether light is thrown thereby on the class of phenomena
to which it belongs.

(6) In the language of Dr. Hyslop, “ no better service for a large
class of people can be performed than to serve ag a2 means for the cor-
rection of illusion and the detection of fraud." Besides, pure science
demands the reasoned exclusion of the spurious as well as, and as a
means to, the fixation of the genuvine, The rule should be to give little
space to obscure instances of imposition which befog the public mind
in relation to psychical research itself, but where the fraud has filled
the land with its fame, to treat it as a type of a class, and demolish it
with such a variety of proofs and with such weaith of analytical detail
as shall make the paper a source-document useful to researchers every-
where, 23 was done in the case of Hodgson and Davey’s expositiona
of the possibilities of mal-observation and erroneous memory in relation
to slate writing, and also—if [ may venturs to say so—in the case of
the analysis of the W. M. Keeler spirit photograph swindle, which had
been going on for more than forty years.

{7) It is still the legitimate business of the Society to investigate
and report alleged cases of telepathy, psychometry, clairvoyance, dows-
ing, supernormal raps, and various other classes of phenomena, as well
as what relates directly to the question of spirit survival,

(8) There is a danger in confining our attention too much to the
spiritistic, that of becoming narrow and biased in judgment. And
even from the standpoint of those who are personally convinced of sur-
vival, there might be advantage in giving for a time more attention to
horderland phenomena, which may possibly be related to the matters
which they prefer, and throw light upon these,

{9) We must continue to recognize the distinction which Dr, Hys-
lop always insisted upon, that between the possibly genuine communica-
tion and the evidential one. And there must be no failure to apply the
criteria by which the conditions of evidentiality have hitherto been
determined.

{10) 1t is of less importance that incidents should be printed as
soon as they happen than it is that a group of the same species of inci-
dent should be printed together, providing that the less as well as the
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more recent were contemporaneously tested, for thus the reader has the
advantage of whatever cumulative effect there may be, without any real
loss of scientific procedure.

(11) It is not permissible for a scientific society to be guided in
its selection of material by what the public, or even the rank and file
of its members, like best.

(12) It is worth while occasionally to print psychological studies
relevant to our field of inquiry such as studies of the psychoses of de-
ceiving and being deceived, credulity, and certain biases. Also to
print an occasional study intended to assist those who wish to fearn the
scientific methods of experimentation, recording, analyzing, etc., if only
that these may possibly raise one or several competent workers.
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The letters written to me by Dr. Pagenstecher testify to the
strenuosity with which he endeavored to maintain his strict
materialistic principles, and none of them, up to the time of my
visit to Mexico, distinctly announced relinquishment of these,
but it was read between the lines that he was hard pushed, and
even forced over the boundary line. My arrival found him con-
vinced that, as Huxley admitted, there is something in the uni-
verse transcending matter and force, and he seemed half amused
to see himself in a different camp from that which he had oc-
cupied for forty years, led there by conclusions from the facts
ohserved which he did not feel that he could logically and honestly
evade. A part of the evidence which produced this effect, and
perhaps the most impeiling part, is not contained in his volume,
One division of this evidence was of a seemingly predictive
nature. I take the liberty to refer to utterances relating to my-
self, as examples. Before I arrived, the medium, in a state of
hypnotic trance, gave a description of my peculiar characteristics
as an investigator which, had it been made at the close of the
visit, would have impressed me as showing shrewd observation.
She also stated that I would bring twelve or fourteen objects
for her to psychometrize. Actually fourteen were brought,
though only part were used. And she affirmed that the objects
brought by me would not be of a nature to bring the best results
and that these results, taken alone, would not be fully satisfactory
to me, but that other tests would be more satisfactory, all of
which corresponded with the after facts, The doctor was warned
to heed every suggestion which I made and to allow me to experi-
ment in my own way, else I would be dissatisfied. It is true that
had the doctor, with the most honest purpose of demonstrating
the medium'’s work, insisted in carrying out an arranged program,
I would not have been satisfied, no matter what I saw. The same
would of course be true of other investigators in my place, but it
is by no means true of all, and it emphatically does characterize
me. The reader must understand that the medium’s statements
were recorded before my arrival. The most extraordinary in-
stances of apparent prevision I do not feel at liberty to narrate,
but they will probably be given out later,

When I arrived in Mexico, I was prepared, with malice pro-
pense, to suspect, as a method of procedure, anyone or anything
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having to do with the experiments. Some say that this method
dooms in advance the prospect of getting psychic results, I have
not found this to be the case. So long as the investigator's out-
ward demeanor puts the subject at ease, inward mental alertness
even to the point of strong suspicion, does not interfere with genu-
ine results, Mediums of a certain class excuse their unwilling-
ness to have me present by reference to injurious “ vibrations,”
but I have noted that even fraudulent results are not stopped by
my vibrations if my identity is unknown to the medium.

To be sure, it was known to me that a man of vigorous in-
tellect and scientific bent had abandoned the convictions of a life-
time for others not generally approved by his own class. It was
evident that great moral courage had been manifested in going be-
fore a medical society at least mostly composed of skeptics and
demanding that there be placed on record his affirmation that * in
order to hear, to see, to smell, and to taste it is not absolutely
necessary to have ears, eyes, tongue and nose,” and that a com-
mission be appointed to test his statements by personally partici-
pating in experiments with Sefiora de Z. Such a claim seriously
jeopardized his professional standing and his practice itself, un-
less he could substantiate his eclaims. It was certain that, in
spite of their general skepticism of such matters, the commission,
including some of the leading physicians of Mexico, did witness
to the success of the strange experiments in which they shared.

It was difficult to see how the experimenter could have any
motive to deceive others or to wish to deceive himself, And yet,
might there not, in spite of all, be facts which had eluded his and
the commission’s vigilance, which the diligent search of one who
had analyzed a multitude of claims might discover, and which
would render a normal explanation of the whole matter?

I found Dr. Pagenstecher a man who had been through a
great inward debate and had come to certain conclusions foreign
and unwelcome to his former thinking, yet interrogating his latest
experiments almost as though they were his first ones. Candid
and modest, he was able calmly to discuss any suggested pos-
sihility. I was at liberty to introduce any feature I wanted into
the experiments, any original or collateral document or article was
instantly forthcoming at my request, and every question cheer-
fully answered. In short, I found a man of sincerity, an able
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data as I have myself been able to find almost invariably was in
favor of the trance statements, and whatever may be the case in
the future, I do not seem as yet to have been able to dispute any-
thing on the basis of research. Take even the case of the “ Egyp-
tian Princess Mosaic " which Dr. Pagenstecher is inclined to think
is an ancient Egyptian product. 1, on the contrary, doubted this
because I did not have knowledge that the Egyptians did mosaic
work of such minute character, and did not believe that they were
capable of that type of portraiture. Even if I was right, the inter-
est of the incident would not be destroyed, since the medium had
no knowtedge of what was represented on the object between her
fingers. We would have, in that case, a “ thought picture” of a
kind, mysteriously evoked by holding the mosaic, or by some other
process, But a part of my objections proved groundless, as 1
found that the ancient Egyptians were capable of making mosaics
so minute that a glass almost is necessary te tell that they are not
painting, and also that at least as long ago as the Ptolemaic
period, Egyptian portraiture in part was of a similar type.

As already stated, and as Sefiora de Z. predicted, the objects
taken by me to Mexico for psychometrizing were not properly
selected, it appears, to produce the fullest results, yet it is at least
odd that I am able to contradict hardly a single particular
which was stated. Some that I thought erronecus at the time
proved correct. Several details that I am now uncertain about
are at least near the truth, and may be literally accurate, while of
the few which now seem to be unlikely, the only one yet dis-
proved may easily be erroneous from mere inference. One fact
which turned out quite other than I expected at the time, related
to an object which I picked up on the beach at Vera Cruz. I
had owned one like it for several years, given me under the name
of “sea bean.” 1 am no botanist, and when 1 found a duplicate
among the seaweed on the beach, I was the more confirmed in the
supposition that it was the large seed of a marine plant. But
the entranced lady, holding the object rigidly between the tips of
her fingers, talked of seeing tall tropical trees growing in a forest
near some water. After the sitting was over, I told Dr. Pagen-
stecher that I thought the vision in error, and he responded:
“ With my experience, I bet on her horse rather than yours.”
The seed or nut was taken to two proiessional botanists, a Ger-
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man and a3 Mexican, and both unhesitatingly declared it to be
from such a tree as the medium had described, and said that the
nut often falls into a river or is washed into it by freshets and at
length turns up on an ocean beach. While 1 shall continue to
look for data contradicting yet unverified details, it must be con-
fessed that my labors thus far have not been encourzging in that
direction.

Among the many commendable precautions observed by Dr,
Pagenstecher was the adoption of a schedule of queries by which
to elicit full reports from the entranced medium of what she saz,
the questions being of particular wording and in a particular
order; and he likewise took pains to speak in a uniform tone and
manner. Though, of course, in the many cases where he did not
himself know the history of the object until later, it would have
been impossible for him to give her any inadvertent hint,

The author of the book discusses the telepathic theory in
application to his experiments, and gives many instances wherein
at least no one in the room knew the facts, I have a few words
to say upon this theme. The evidence from the many reported
series of experiments for telepathy generally indicates that eviden-
tial results depend upon some “‘ agent ” concentrating his attention
upon the selected objects, and thinking hard about them. More-
over, nearness between * agent " and “ percipient "’ seems to favor
results. The appearance is that when results at a long distance
are obtained some kind of sympathetic relation has at least usu-
ally been preestablished between the two.

But, generally, the work of Sefiora de Z. does not look like
telepathy, measured by the data referred to. T say generally,
mainly because one would be inclined to credit certain incidents
to telepathy, in sheer desperation, not knowing how else to account
for them, unless he had recourse to spirits, which would be
another desperate refuge so far as the evidence for these particu-
lar incidents go. But take the case of the “ sea-bean ” already
mentioned. In my ignorance, I was telepathing to her, if any-
thing, that the object was picked on the beach, whereas she re-
ferred it to a tropical forest; that it was the seed of a sea-plant,
whereas she associated it with an inland tree. And it can hardly
be supposed that any botanist in the world was cancelling the
force of my impression by his energetic thinking of the true na-
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good nature. For instance, I sought an interview with a young
German soldier who, after an object whose history was unknown
to any one else had been psychometrized in his absence, told the
story so remarkably corresponding with what the psychic had
said. Sitting with him at one end of the room, while the doctor
and his wife were at the other, I made a remark about his telling
about the battle before the experiment was made, speaking in a
casual way as though this were the accepted thing to do. It was
good as a play to see the perplexity in the young man’s face, suc-
ceeded by surprise, as he responded: “ I never told them a thing.”
From his demeanor alone, I would have been convinced that he
told the truth and that the doctor, even as he affirms, was ignorant
of the scene until after the medium described it.

Another of my mean tricks may be worth relating. Dur-
ing a sitting, I suddenly passed the doctor a written para-
graph prefaced by a request for him to recite it to the medium.
The paragraph read about as follows; “ You remember that 1
told you about the Spaniard who was drowned, before we had
the sitting!” 1 am witness, also, that the doctor uttered the
Spanish rendition with the energy and ring of conviction which
is usually operative in trance in producing a false impression,
But the medium knitted her brows, shook her head, and strenu-
ously denied the truth of what the hypnotizer had hinted so
vigorously. Uttered as the words were, and considering the
established rapport, there would certainly have been an admission
had there been any ground for it.

The question naturally suggested itself whether the medium
was not able to draw inferences in some cases from feeling the
object over, it being conceded that she could not by sight, since
her eyes remained fast closed. There are two answers to this in-
quiry. The first is that hundreds of tests indicated the inhibition
of all her senses. These were the tests always hitherto employed
and regarded by psychologists as determinative. If it be sus-
pected that the condition did not remain fixed during the progress
of an experiment, then all previous reports of the kind are
vitiated. Once, in my presence, a bystander so deeply ran a needle
under her nails that she suffered much pain on coming to con-
sciousness, but she did not flinch. She did not feel, see, smell, or
taste, and heard only what she was told to hear. The second
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answer is that once the tips of her fingers were all placed upon
an object they remained rigidly upon it, and there never once was
an appearance of feeling it over. And, thirdly, in the course of
Dr. Pagenstecher’'s experiments, many objects would not have
given any hint as what was afterwards stated had they been felt
over with the utmost impunity. One of the experiments related in
the book is that of presenting, first a leaf from a tablet, having
on it a note written by a person just after being stricken with
apoplexy, another from the same tablet, written upon at a
quickly succeeding and more serious stage of the attack, and
a third vpon which nothing was written. The scenes evoked by
the first two, as testified by two persons present when help was
summoned, were identically the same except that the second took
up the dramatic details of the real scene at a little later period
than the first, and carried it on a little farther. But the third
leaf brought nothing but a picture of the manufacture of paper.
If the psychic had felt over every part of the three papers she
could haye gained no information, nor any if she had looked at
them without reading, smelled of them, tapped them at her ear
and tasted them. She might even have read the contents of the
two, and still she could not have surmised the most of the details
which she told.

An interesting circumstance is that often a detail was given
by the medium in its phenomenal aspect, that is, as it would have
appeared to her had she actually been present under the given con-
ditions. For example, she described a procession in a foreign
city seen at night by artificial light., The flags she said were of
two colors “ dark and white.” This was wrong as to the actual
colors, black and golden-yellow, but had she been actually looking
at the flag carried at a little distance from her in dimly lighted
(the event took place 65 years ago) streets at night, she might
have said: * They are dark (or black) and white.” When a piece
of marble from the Roman Forum was put into her hands, the
first impression she got was that a town was building, but after-
ward she noted the fragments and broken columns and announced
that she saw ruins. The evidentiality of the incident is to be
found in other details, but if one should be set down zt one end of
the Forum in the light of the moon he might, for a few moments,
have the same impression.
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like a wave of cold in the corresponding portion of her body. When
the psychic’s eyelids were opened, her eyeballs would be found
rolled up so that only the whites were visible.

Then there were experiments arranged as to their order by me in
which Dr. G. P. made movements before her face, in different direc-
tions, and of varying character, and 1 was told that the psychic
always told the character and location of the movement. Generally,
as the psychic answered in Spanish, someone present would trans-
late the gist of it for my benefit. I banged a pong in her ear, but
she did not flinch. But I would have preferred that the gong had
not tinkled when it was handed me. However, a little later I clapped
my hands loudly close to her ear without any waming whatever.
Not only did she testify, as in answer to other guestions, that she
had no sensation, but she did not flinch or start in the slightest, so
far as I could see,

Then a flash-light was cast upon her eyes. I thoupht I saw a
slight twitch. When done a second time there was none. '

Salt and sugar were placed in turn upon her tongue and swal-
lowed. She answered that she could not tell what they were.

The offactory sense was tested with ammonia and perfume in
turn,

Mr. Gore pricked deeply under her finger-nails with a pin, and
on the back of the hand. 1 saw no flinching nor the least sign of
discomposure. Mr. Gore thought there was a slight reaction when
first she was pricked under the nail, but none afterward.

Now the experiments took the form of demonstrating the trans-
fer of Dr. G. Ps sensations to the hypnotized subject, or at least
her becoming aware of them as though they were her own,

(a) A flash-light was directed into Dr, G, P.’s eyes, I watched
her closely and saw her flinch strongly as the light flashed into his
eyes,

(b} Mr, Gore pricked Dr. G. P. in various places, and as 1 under-
stood it to be said by those who understood Spanish, she invariably
located the right place. Here I extemporized an alteration in the
conditions. I first pinched Dr. G. P.’s ear with my arm behind him,
and other places on his ear, as his elbow, and understood that she
reported correctly, I had him put his hands behind his back, and
standing so that even if her eyes had been open in {ull consciousness,
she could neither have seen where I touched him nor judged with
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any near accuracy by our position. 1 pinched his right thumb and
one or two other places, and it was reported that she correctly located
the pinches.

Then he was caused to smell different substances. I hope that
the report of Mr, Gore will be more precise as to results, as I was
handicapped by not knowing Spanish. But I understood that she
expressed dissatisfaction when the ammonia was put to his nostrils,
but stated that she did not know what was the substance when
cologne, etc,, were used, explaining that she had a cold. Dr. G. P.
says that she had previously told him that she feared that some of
the results would be negative on account of her cold. I requested
an empty vial and received it. Lest the medium should, in some
way, guess my intention, I first experimented again with one of the
previous vials, then silently presented the empty one to the doctor’s
nostrils. She said that she got nothing. She did not now add
(whether this has significance or not} any remark about not having
a cold.

Then the experiments were directed to the demonstration of
what Dr. Pagenstecher regards as a discovery that the seeming
emanation of force from his hands, felt by her as a cold wave, and
usually felt more strongly from his right hand than his left, may
nevertheless be made momentarily stronger in his left by the exer-
cise of his will. There were a number of experiments wherein he
indicated by signs or speaking in English, which Sefiora de Z. does
not understand, when he was about to make her fee] the sensation
more strongly on her right side, and all appeared to be successful.

Dr. Pagenstecher also believes that his experiments have demon-
strated that the force (if it be that) emanating from him may be
increased or decreased by intercepting between his extended hands
and the psychic some colored material. It appeared from what took
place in my presence that an effect was produced by the colored
glove put on, whether the effect was direct or indirect, primary or
associational. When a red glove was put on the left hand, the
medium would report an increased effect on that side; when a green
glove was put on upon the right hand, the medium’s report indicated
that green had an inhibiting influence. But I do not, at present,
see how it can be certain that, having at the first stage of the ex-
periments entertained the theory or suspected that red lent power,
and green and other colors decreased it, the operator may not be
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subconsciously exerting his will when he wears the red glove, and
ceasing to exert it when he wears gloves of another color. To test
whether there was any groove of the order of presentation gotten
into unconsciously, I silently handed Dr. G, P. the green glove just
after it had been so used once, and made signs for him to put it on
his right hand. He did so, and the reaction in the medium’s con-
sctousness was repeated. Then I had him put the red glove upon
his left hand, and the appropriate result followed.

Experiments in transferred sensation were resumed. The me-
dium could not taste the sugar and salt when they were put on
Dr, G. P.’s tongue, owing again, as she said to her cold. Without
notice 1 put the ammonia bottle to the doctor’s nose, silently, This
was a success, OShe sharply shrank. The vials, I should have said,
were of the same shape and size,

A watch was put to Dr, G. P's car. The medium said she
heard “tic-tac, tic-tac.” Mr. Gore took out his watch and sug-
gested that I put that to the other ear at the same time. Instead, 1
slipped his watch into my pocket unseen, and presenting a watch
with my right hand toward the Doctor’s ear, only pretended with
capped hand to hold Mr. Gore's watch to the other ear. Dr. G, P.
did not, at least at first, realize that only one watch was in contact.
The medium swiftly brought her hand up to the region of her right
ear and said: “ Something molests me.” To one witnessing this,
especially, it was an impressive result. It seemed to echo Dr,
G. P.’s own uncertainty at first in regard to what was happening to
his left ear—the one opposite the right ear of Sefiora de Z,

Up to this titne, as appears always to be the case in connection
with this class of experiments, there had been no catalepsy (bodily
rigidity). But when an object is put into her hands for psychome-
trizing, the hands become cataleptic. This is always the case. About
two minutes elapse before her vision begins.

After further passes by Dr. G, P, I gave Sra, Z, a fragment of
marble with carvings upon it, and silently watched to see if her
fingers felt it over, or fumbled, giving any ground for a theory what
she subconsciously endeavared to estimate it by its contour, texture,
and so on. Regarding this and the other two objects put into her
hands at this sitting, my conclusion was without any misgiving that
there is no such movement of the fingers, or any ground for such a
suspicion. The ten fingers came into contact, the thumbs on the
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back, the tips of the fingers on the front, in the most direct and
simple manner, and contact once established, remained immovable,
as catalepsy set in. At the end of each experiment I took the object
away with difficulty, removing the fingers almost singly, by effort.

Experiment with Plece of Marble.

Here I refer to Mr. Gore's report, Psychometric Tests, Speci-
men No, 1.

“ Marble Fragment placed by Prince in her hands, Medium
says she feels uncomfortable.”

[The following questions were put by Dr. G. P. The answers
by the medium are printed in italics.)

Do you see anything? Not yet.

And now? Very confused.

Do you see anything? Very dark.

Where are you? In the light of the moon.

On the street or an open place? In an open place.

Do you see people? No,

What do you see? Many things, I do not know whai.

What do they look ike? Like ruins.

Is it cool or warm? Some arches and columns. Ruins. Very dis-
tant, for, 100 meters (1000 years), no people, night time, Little
light. I do not sce well. Pieces on all sides. Cut stones.
High mountains afar, somewhat pointed. Nobody. Night very
dork, Difficult to see. Some (ruins} covered with vegelation,
specially those remaining standing. Moss.

My own contemporanecus report proceeds:

Mr. Gore could not get everything down. [ supplement by saying
that I distinctly remember that Dr. G. P. said the time must be
1,000 years or more ago, and he says that she said 100 meters.
(Dr. G. P. has a theory that every meter of distance at which the
psychic sees the objects of her vision corresponds roughly to 10
years of the time which has elapsed since the date represented by the
vision, This sounds fantastic, and maybe it is, but the data given
in the book show many close parallels.) Also Dr. G. P. told me,
before Mr. Gore’s report came to hand, that she spoke of the stone
as not looking like marble. (I remember that he said so at the
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time, translating for my benefit), and that she said that it was in
part yellowish and in part dark., She also got the impression of a
volcano at a distance.

Today, March 30th, Dr. G. P. questioned her as to her post-
hypnotic recollections and she said that she herself seemed to be in
a hole. She was inclined to think the stone may have been marble,
but it was much discolored. The top of the mountain seemed in-
visible, but some distance above it, she saw fire shoot several times,
She thinks she got an impression of a volcano because, it being
moonlight, and stars visible, there could have been no storm ; besides,
lightning would not come successively in the same place. Therefore
a volcano,

Now as to the facts. The object presented was a small piece
of chiseled marble, given me by a school museum in which it was
labelled as from the ancient Samaritan Temple on Mt. Gerazim,
Palestine. The particulars stated by the medium were not many
and they did not at all correspond with the picture then in any
mind, the same I have always had when [ locked at the fragment.
Without any knowledge of how the ruins look, T had pictured 2
large, stately stone bumilding with pillars, partly standing and
partly in ruins. There was, then, no appearance as of reading
my mind.

I do not know how the actual ruins look, and have not yet
succeeded in finding cut. I do not know whether or not there was
even an active volcano in sight of Mt. Gerazim. Herein is one of
the reasons why some of my objects will be ill-selected. 1 should
have chosen such as I had wider information regarding. If this
experiment stood alone, there would attach to it the suspicion that
the psychic had Pompeii and Mt. Vesuvius in mind, from the com-
bination *“ hole in the ground ” and pointed mountain. Yet the
suspicion might be quite misleading. In fact, Pomnpeii is pretty
much out of the ground now, while 1000 years ago there proba-
bly was not even 2 hole. And whether or not there are holes
near the Samaritan ruins, I do not know., About all that can now
be said is that the marble fragment came from ruins (whereas it
might not have done so), did not externally look like marble,
though the broken side did, was “ in part yellowish, and in part
dark,” and that mountains of imposing heights are to be seen in
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several directions from Mt. Gerazim at a distance of from twenty
to thirty miles. These statements are true. And now that we
think of it, Vesuvius is not * afar” from Pompeii, which nestles
at its very foot.

Experiment with “ Sea Bean.”

The next object placed by me in the psychic’s hands I had
picked up a few days earlier amid the seaweed on the shore of the
Gulf of Mexico at Vera Cruz. | had long owned one like it,
which had been given me under the name of * sea-bean.” Not be-
ing a botanist I supposed it belonged to a marine plant, and this
impression was confirmed by finding another specimen with a
mass of seaweed. But the entranced lady began to say, accord-
ing to the incomplete notes taken by Mr, Gore:

There are trees. 6 to 7 in the morming, in a forest. Many
trees, luxuriant growth, not Mexican, Big trees, not tropical. Noise
of axes of the wood-cutters. 1 see no people. Birds. Water among
the trees reflecting the sun. Neither cold nor very warm,

Dr. G. P. translated portions of what was said as she pro-
ceeded, and I was strongly of the opinion that all was wrong, for
ought she not to have pictured, either the sea-coast with a small
brown oval object lying there, or else plants in the depths of the
sea? After the sitting, I told Dr. G. P. that the picture of the
forest was all probably incorrect and why. He replied in con-
fident tones: “ With my experience, I bet on her horse rather
than yours. We will both go to the botanist tomorrow and test
the matter.” This we did, and the professor of botany in the
German school, Karl Reiche, made and signied this statement

* The submitted seed proceeds from a tree, apparently belonging
to the family of Leguminosae, which grows in the jungles of the
tropics quite frequently, Through rainfalls or inundations, said
seeds are carried into the rivers and then into the sea, from where
they are again ejected onto the shore by the waves.”

Not content, Dr. G. P. showed the specimen to a Mexican
botanist of high standing, T. M. Ninez, whose signed statement I
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have. He also says that the object is the seed of a tree of the
leguminosa family, and adds that it grows in warm and humid
regions, such as are found in the Mexican States of Chiapas and
Tabasco. The nut may easily have drifted up from say, Hon-
duras, which is “ not Mexican.” All these regions are technically
within the tropics. 1f I had been able to understand Spanish, 1
should have asked what she meant by tropical. It may well be
(how often I have found that persons not highly cultured mean
otherwise by a word than I had supposed!) that she meant that
it did not seem hot, and that would be so during a part of the
year. She saw water, reflecting the sun, perhaps such a river as
Professor Reiche speaks of.

Experiment with Ivory Paper Cutter.

The third object presented was an ivory paper knife. This
had some time before been psychometrized, and Dr. G. P. sug-
gested that it be used again as a demonstration of what he had
often proved, namely, that the same object calls up the same
vision. The psychic’s fingers closed on and remained fixedly in
contact with only the flat surface. 1 do not see why it might not,
granting that there was subconscious perception of surface,
weight, etc., have been of some entirely different material, say
of celluloid or polished ebony, (forming) an object of similar
flatness and smoothness. And there had been experiments with
objects of the same shape and substance, but of different histories,
(see Journal of August, 1920) which had yielded the same and
correct stories, both on the first and the second trials. In the case
of the paper-cutter, it will be of interest to readers of Dr. G. P.’s
forthcoming book, which tells of the first trial, to see that at the
second almost the same details are given in almost the same order.
The first time the operator withdrew the object when Sra. de Z,
cried out, fearing emotional ravages. This time he let it remain
a few minutes longer, and details were added. These are Mr,
Gore's notes of what was said:

*Third Object. An ivory paper cutter. (Provided by Dr.
G. P.) Medium: Heat, perspiring. Open fields, palms, trees, big
ones with creepers; up high in the grass, higher than me, are some
negroes underneath a roof among the trees, roof of grass. Eight
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negroes are cbserving something. Clothes not modern. Breech
clothes, they do not smoke, they have bows and arrows., 1 wonder
what they are waiting for. In the distance they heard noises and
movements in the grass. Large animals are coming. Very thick,
I do not see them yet., The grass moves. One behind the other,
elephants which raise and bring out their trunks. They come
towards the negroes. These prepare their arrows, now they shoot
them, the elephants raise their ears (the negroes shoot arrows into
the ears) now one falls, one of the medium-sized one. When they
raise their ears, they shoot at them. They lift their trunks seeking,
screams, they are disturbed (they become furious) now the second
one falls, a little one, they are furious, they leave the path but they
{the negroes) continue shooting ; the biggest one falls, three fallen,
there were about fourteen., I do not see well for the grass. The
negroes come down. They approach to see them {the fallen ele-
phants). Not many. The elephants now depart and the negroes
follow, Many monkeys, big and small, two or three the size of
Dr. G, P. Very ugly, they throw cocoanuts and stones (at the
fallen elephants) the small ones come down from the trees. The
elephants are dying. (At this point the medium gave a shriek that
startled us and began to tremble violently, finally she was able to
speak and explained that the large elephant had seized a monkey
with his trunk and threw him violently against a tree, the monkey
falling to the ground immovable whilst the rest of the monkeys ran
up into the trees,)”

My own report says:

It was interesting to see how the face, so immobile in the first
two psychometrical experiments, expressed amusement when she
talked of the monkeys, and strong emotion, not exactly fright, but
that, I would think, of being surprised and startled as she gave a
sharp double cry—a sort of “ Uh-hah!"”—and her head jerked back.
Mr. Gore has not stated what Dr. G. . reports, that after the monkey
was thrown, the elephant’s trunk came forward and it seemed to the
psychic as though he were reaching for her.

1I. EXPERIMENTS OF MARCH 3th, 1921,

The second sitting was, like the first, held in Dr. Pagen-
stecher’s office in the evening, the medium, Dr. G. P., myself, Dr,
Viramontes, Mr. Gore, and Mr. Starr-Hunt, an American lawyer
residing in Mexico, being present.

I was aware of the nature of the test to be made. It appears
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that some time before my arrival, a communication had been re-
ceived by Dr. Pagenstecher from an old friend of his, Mr, H,, a
man of large wealth and high standing, whose name I know,
though it cannot for certain reasons be given here. I saw a pile
of his letters of previous dates, and there is no guestion that he
was the writer of the present one. The letter contained an
envelope doubly sealed, with wax, also a small folded paper im-
possible to read without breaking a number of wax seals, of
which two bear the clear impression of a signet ring.

It is a pity to abbreviate the story, but all documents and de-
tails will be given in the Proceedings. Mr. H.'s open letter,
which I read before the test, referred with respect to the peculiar
powers of Sra. de Z., and stated that an occasion had come when
these could be employed, not only for scientific ends, but for a
practical one in behalf of a friend of the writer. It begged the
doctor to have the document under the several seals put into the
medium’s hands, and have her, if possible, identify the writer of
it; give details as to sex, age, stature, color of skin, hair and eyes;
describe the clothing and, if a man, state whether he was smooth-
shaven, bearded or moustached; and describe anything that the
person did or experienced. To do this in the presence of wit-
nesses and have them attest the record to be sent to him.

The doctor, upon receiving this, thought it would be well to re-
serve the experiment until my arrival, which was expected sooner
than it took place. Therefore he put the sealed envelope and
sealed paper into the hands of Mr. Starr-Hunt, the lawyer, to
keep, and in his hands they remained until the time of the experi-
ment. The Society has the envelope whose seals were broken in
the presence of the witnesses, March 30th, after the medium had
told the story of her vision, and also has photographs of the
sealed folded paper. I examined both as Mr. Starr-Hunt had
done, while the seals were intact; and after they were broken 1
examined them very carefully. In the light of my experience in
such tests, I am confident that there had been no tampering, and
this aside from any considerations of the testimonies of both the
doctor and the medium, of their reputation and of previous re-
sults obtained. I now guote from my original report:

As we had no stenographer, I arranged that Dr, Viramontes
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should take down the questions, and Mr, Gore the answers, so far
as possible. After the medium was hypnotized, the folded sealed
paper was placed in her fingers, which became rigid, and remained
fixed throughout. The doctor began to question, which has to be
done to get the medium to speak, following a formula which he uses
always in starting speech. The woman’s face was at first immobile
and her voice colorless, Later the words came more rapidly and
signs of excitement appeared. In the 7th minute, her right hand
and arm began to vibrate rapidly, which, as 1 had heard, and wit-
nessed in the 3rd experiment of the foregoing evening, is an accom-
paniment of strong emotion. In the 9th minute, she emitted several
sharp cries, her face was distorted, as I judged, by fright or horror,
and her whole body was shaking, especially the right arm and hand.
At the last cry, Dr, G. P, hastily removed the object from her fingers,
soothed her, and she awoke.

In the meantime the two named gentlemen had been taking
down the dialogue, as follows: What appears in round paren-
theses they had failed to get down, but was afterwards supplied by
common consent.

7:20. Letter (should be “ piece of paper”] placed in hands of
medium. [The following questions were put by Dr. G. P. and the
answers by the medium are printed in italics.]

Do you see anything? Not yet,

As soon as you commence to see, hear, smell or feel anything you
will tell me, Yes,

Where are you? Ina room? Inthe open? Not yet, I do not know
yet, I feel cool.

Do you feel cool? What else do you feel? It i moving.

Why does it move? [ believe I am on a ship.

Why do you believe so? Becasuse I am seasick,

Do you see anything? [t is night.

What hour is it? Between 2 and 4 in the morning.

Do you see anything? Many people.

What are the people doing? They are frightened.

Who is in front of you? [A formula question, put because of the
usual relative importance of what was seen in front of the
medium.] A gentleman (Un Senor).

Do you see his face? Yes, he ss white, (he has a) beard and
moustache.

He is not shaven? No.
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start for Europe on account of not having been able to settle his
business in New York; but he does not tell the name of the boat
nor the exact sailing date—though he says that the steamer would
sail within a2 month, she (the wife) believes the ship sailed imme-
diately—probably in order to prevent her from worrying about a
possible disaster.

He never was heard of since, not even the name of the boat he
took ; but it is to be presumed that he embarked under an assumed
name on the Lusitania as she was sunk precisely in those days.

About a year ago an official of the Cuban Government sent for
her and delivered to her the enclosed paper saying that there was
reason to believe that it was intended for her; that the said paper
had been found in a bottle amongst the rocks on the shore of the
Azores Islands by fishermen; that the person they delivered it to
sent it to Havana as it bore that direction, and it is assumed that it
was written by the husband of that unfortunate woman because of
the name “ Luisa,” written on the paper and which is her name,
and “..... ¥ his name.*

His signailment is as follows: tall, broad, without being stout,
fair skin, dark eyes and abundant black hair, pronounced Spanish
type; thick eyebrows, and above the right one a very pronounced
scar; full black beard, large and slightly aquiline nose, broad fore-
head. His name was Ramon and his age thirty-eight years.

He leaves a widow and two children; a boy of five years and a
girl three years of age.

Considering that his wife was opposed to his trip to Europe, fore-
boding an accident, and that in spite of all researches his name was
never found among the lists of passengers who sailed on the differ-
ent boats sunk at that time by German submarines, it is believed that
he embarked under a false name in order te keep from her the fact
of his sailing, in case she should look over the said passenger list,

There is also room for another supposition, i. . that instead of
taking the boat in New York he sailed from another American port
in order to conceal his voyage from his wife.

You will readily imagine the importance of the description Mrs.
Z. (the medium) may give of the writer of the aforesaid paper
must have for the unfortunate woman.

Then the contents of the paper which had been held by the

* Undoubtedly a2 mistake of the writer as the signature on the paper
reads: ** Ramon.” Dr, G. P, Farther on it will be learned that the man
was 2 political refugee, living in Havana under an assumed name. His
real name was ...... Mr, H,, the writer of the above letter, who knew
what the real name was, could easily make the slip. In fact, it is easier
to account for in a real than a fictitious situation, W. F, .
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psychic during her dramatic recital, and whose seals had been
broken in my presence, was read aloud in English.

* The ship is sinking. Farewell, my Luisa, see that my
children do not forget me.,”

Thus far the lines run straight across the page, as will be seen
in the photograph here presented. But the rest of the message is
written at a steep upward slant as if hastily added:

“Ramon, Havana. May God care for you and me also.
Farewell.”

It can hardly be denied that the appearance of the paper cor-
responds with her description, as comparison with the letter by
Mr. H. has already shown, that her description of the writer was
astonishingly correct. The sheet was torn from a little note-
book, as the left edge testifies. It was torn across unevenly, as
though in haste. It shows indications of having been written in
two sections, the last in greater haste. Only his first name is
signed, and his wife's first name is in the text. Havana, their
temporary home, is indicated. If the ship was about to go under
the waves, one might well be in a state to forget that he had not
set down the last name.

On the following evening, March 3ist, Dr. Pagenstecher had
a short experiment with Sra. de Z., in the presence of Dr. Vira-
montes, to see if she could give any so-called “ transcendental ”
information about the Spaniard and his wife. During deliver-
ances of this class, the psychic’s whole body, below the neck, is
in a state of cataleptic rigidity, and the information, instead of
simply coming in a visual and auditory way without giving ac-
count of its source, now professes to be from “ Them,” though
all efforts to find out who * They ” are supposed to be, fails. The
psychic had been effected to the extent that the vibration of her
arm continued all of the thirty-first.

At this time, “ They ” stated that the dead Spaniard had been
a political refugee, for that reason in Cuba under an assumed
name, and that the scar was from a bullet fired by a political
enemy. Dr. G. P. therefore wrote to the widow, and later re-
ceived a lettler from her, the original of which, written June 26th,
in Los Angeles, California, to which place she had gone, is in the
possession of the Society, and will appear with many other sup-
porting documents in the Proceedings. This letter, besides touch-
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leather and grey thin cloth, very different from anything in our
times. There was hardly any heel, and the fingers did not touch
what there was, but those off one hand were placed upon the
cloth lying flat against the sole, while the fingers of the other
hand rested against the limp leather. If there was any normal
inference as to what the object was, it was a noteworthy one,
The operator had no notice what the object was to be, and his
back was turned until I covered it with a towel. I will now al-
low Mr. Gore to speak:

“ Specimen No. 4 put in the hands of medium by Dr. Prince and
covered up by him with a towel, meanwhile Dr, G. P. had turned
around and did not see the nature of the object pit into the me-
dium’s hands.

“The medium began to describe a scene in what we soon recog-
nized as a shoe factory, the entrance of the workmen and women,
noise of machinery in the adjoining room, she calls the noise that of
sewing machines, she describes a counter with piles of skins and
cloth, lasts of all sizes. The workmen and women have all entered,
leaving a2 man and two girls alone in the room. One girl writes on
a typewriter while the other dusts the counter and the piles of skins,
cloths and other articles. On the counter stands a wooden last,
which looks like a woman’s foot, it being too small to be considered
as a man's foot, and likewise too large for a baby's foot. On the
wall she saw different pieces of leather hanging, of small size,

* The girl who dusts the counter, now and then shakes a piece of
grey cloth, as if she intended to shake off the dust. The man stands
and examines something, he has a peculiar small beard, he wears a
small cap like a Turkish fez.

“ Dr. Prince now removes the specimen which turmns out to be a
woman'’s grey cloth shoe, The medium has given us the scene in
which the shoe was originated, in all probability, but not the emo-
tional scene, of human interest, which Dr. Prince says the shoe was
a witness to, Dr, G, P, then explains that he has lately come to the
conclusion that the medium does not see the human connection with
objects unless they have been in direct contact with the human fiesh
during a period of emotional stress. Dr. Prince admits that his test
articles do not conform to this condition and expresses regret that
he did not know of this condition in time to have made a different
selection of articles,”

I suppose at the time that the reference to ' sewing-machines *
could not be correct. But it appears that sewing machines were
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in use as early as 1849, and that by 1835 they were quite largely
employed. Curiously, I have not yet been able to make certain
whether or not they were used in shoe shops by that date (per-
haps some reader will inform me) but it seems very possible.
The reference to a typewriter is not correct, but in view of simi-
lar errors corresponding to the looks of things, it may be that
some machine was employed which looked like a typewriter,
The dusting off pieces of grey cloth is a striking feature of the
vision, as the cloth might naturaily be thought to be intended for
the uppers of shoes, and the cloth of the real shoe was grey,

Experiment wnth o Piece of Wood.

The next object used was a small strip of wood, only a slender
edge representing the original surface. It had been taken from
the flag-staff of the monitor Tecumseh of Admiral Farragut's
squadron, which in 1864 was sunk by a Confederate torpedo,
about a hundred men going down.

The medium experienced two visions by turns, one of a forest,
sunlight, birds and running water, such as probably corresponded
with the environment of the tree out of which the fagstaff was
made, the other of the interior of a large room, she thought 60
or 70 feet long, and could not judge the width of; not a living
apartment, yet a place where people congregated, too dark to see
the interior clearly. Once she remarked * 1 feel as if floating
high in the air with an imperceptible balancing movement ” and
again, when speaking of the interior of the room, she said that
she was constantly looking up. When transferred from the light
outdoor scene to the interior she felt half blinded.

Like most of my own objects, the results with this were in-
decisive. And yet there are curious parallels with the facts. The
long room, not a private apartment, yet a place where people
congregate might fit a part of the under-deck interior of the
menitor with a crew of a hundred men. Such a place, being under
water, would indeed be dark, apart from what artificial lighting
there might be. Cne standing in it would indeed have to look up
to indicate the spot which the flagstaff occupied. And possibly
certain sensations obscurely hinted at the floating of the flag and
its * balancing " with the rocking movement of the vessel on the
water, Perhaps this interpretation is going too far, and I would
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Do you see better? A4 [ittle better,

Do you hear anything? Not yet, [ only see.

What do you see? A man is doing something in 6 big mortar,

Tell me what you see? A man w5 bregking stones and then grinds
them, he puts something i a small pan and then in the fire, !
said stones, | believe it 15 a laboratory.

Of what? OF o chemsst.

Do you hear something? A noise, curious, as if & were raining, il
1is of tntervals but regular,

Can you count the drops? The drops? No.

The noise of the drops? They are very rapid. In the distance |
hear the noise of bell strokes.

Count them.

The medium said ** one, two three ” then paused, continued:
“ one—one, two, three, four,” paused, went one “ one—one, twe,
three, four, five,” and so continued in groups until she had
reached * eleven.” The first * one " in each group followed by a
slight pause is supposed to stand for the half hour clang which
the clock makes. Drs. Pagenstecher and Viramontes say that in
an experiment with a piece of pumice-stone which had been kept
for days in the cock, there are always 60 seconds between any
two successive groups recited. The sounds as of regular rain-
drops are presumed to represent the ticking of the clock, and the
bellstrokes to represent its striking.

What the laboratory of the chemist (druggist) has to do
with the pumice-stone cannot, I suppose, be proved, or that it is
relevant at all. The piece of part of a pumice-stone was pur-
chased at a druggist’s (“ chemist’s ) and no one can say that
the pumice block was not witness, as it were, of a scene like that
described.

My report continues:

At 7:46 the other similarly shaped piece of pumice stone is
handed by me to the operator, who places it in the medium’s fingers.
This one has been subjected to no process beyond that of cutting it
off by a small saw. The operator says, aside to me, that she is
describing the same initial vision. But, in addition, she heard “a
curious noise which makes me nervous,” “It is like a saw, some-
thing that squeals.”

Coming originally from the same block, it would be proper
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ANNOUNCEMENT AND COMMENT.

Meeting of Adissory Scientific Council,

The third meeting of the Council was held the last Friday
evening in December at the Century Club, Messrs. McDougall.
Dawson, Gardiner, Holt, Kaempffert, Morton Prince and W. F.
Prince being present. A report on experiments was given and
these and other matters pertinent to investigation were discussed.
The meeting lasted nearly five hours, which perhaps is a measure
of its interest.

The attendance seems small, but one important fact is to be
considered. The attendance of the Council of the English S. P.
R., which is the governing body, as that of the A. 8. P. R. is
not, appears to average between 10 and 11. But of its 22 mem-
bers, 21 live within 100 miles of the place of meeting, while only
9 of the 20 members of the American Council live within 100
miles, the rest varying all the way to 2500 miles. A colossal
land has its disadvantages.

This Number of the Journal,

This issue is largely filled by two criticisms of books, one of
them a book shallow and illogical in its skepticism, the other a

Wnl
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book which its reviewer regards as unguarded in the direction
of credulity.

The influence upon the public of books relating to psychical
research is enormous, and unfortunately those of greatest
scientific value are less read than others. On the one hand,
people are deceived by high-sounding names and titles and by
ex cathedra deliverances into supposing that all the alleged phe-
nomena which we are engaged in studying have been found out,
determined and blown into thin air. They need to he shown how
shallow are such pretensions, how deiective the knowledge, feeble
the logic and unfair the methods that codiperate to reach such a
conclusion. On the other hand there are hooks which err in the
other direction, and these are more embarrassing. Their authors
may have become convinced by good evidence, but, like Lom-
broso, once convinced their vigilance has relaxed, until in some
cases they are willing to include with their unsuspected *' evi-
dences ”’ the doings of impostors whose guile has been exposed
and whose methods are known.

Let it not be supposed that any personal feeling is involved
in such discussions. The writers of the books are but types to
the reviewers, and it is their modes of forming their opinions,
and of reasoning to convince others, which are criticized. If
anyone can convict our writings of similar faults, we are willing
to take our medicine meekly. And it is our ever-disappointed
yet ever-persistent hope that some one will produce an informed,
fair and logical argument for an explanation of any phenomena
for which this Journal has ever shown respect, excluding telepa-
thy, spiritism or any other * supernormal " hypothesis. [t shall
be our leading article.

To us discussion of these topics has the interest of a game,
and there seems to De no reason why there should be ill-feeling
connected with it. It is a logical game, and may be carried on
without either of the parties necessarily avowing conversion to
spiritism. The stakes may be whether those who equally reject
spiritism, telepathy and clairvoyance have really at their com-
mand resources for another explanation which will cover the
facts. And one wishes to be able some time to play with someone
who shows he has expert knowledge of the particular game and
one who plays squarely, according to the rules of the game.
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had fostered it. But with the growth of intelligence the oracles
declined, and philosophy terminated in the materialism of Epi-
curys and Lucretius. Neo-Platonism endeavored to maintain a
more spiritualistic conception of the cosmos, tho compromising
it with philosophic idealism. But at no time did Neo-Platonism
succeed 1n dominating general thought. It was too speculative,
too far removed from the common understanding, and too un-
congenial to the scientific tendencies of many minds, Hence the
Epicureans obtained the hold of the reflective spirits of the age.
Materialism became the prevalent mode of thought.

A fundamental feature of that materialism was that it
denied the immortality of the soul. Strange to say, it admitted
the existence of a soul, an etherial or refined material organism.
But 1t asserted, nevertheless, that it perished with the body. On
one point, it touched the springs of polytheism: it admitted the
existence of the gods, whom we could see in our dreams, but it
placed them in the intermundium, a place between the worlds,
and gave them no power whatever over human or physical
events. It scught the explanation of all events in physical causes.

Both the Neo-Platonic and the materialistic philosophy had
their influence on Judaistic thought. The evidence of this Is in
Fhilo Judzus and the doctrine of the Logos before the time
ascribed to the teachings of Christ, and in the controversy be-
tween the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the former believing in
the resurrection, and the latter denying it, as agnostics or ma-
terialists. Both of these sects had their political interests
affected by their respective attitudes toward the traditional
Hebrew religion. But the Jews were so involved, perhaps
fanatically, in the Messianic politics, that they showed less en-
thusiasm for philosophy than the Greeks and Romans, and their
Messianic ideas were bound up with their religion, while religion
did not affect the political and philosophic life of Greece and
Rome so distinctly and only in the way of statecraft or political
utility and prudence.

The two fundamental things in primitive Christianity relating
to our theme were the doctrine of the resurrection and the
“miracle.” The story of Christ’s birth hardly concerns the
present issue. ‘The resurrection and * miracles” are of chief
interest in defining early Christianity, the one expressing a
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philosophic doctrine, and the other meeting a demand which St.
Paul said was characteristic of the Jews: namely, for a sign or
supernormal proof. Immortality had not been a dominant note
of Judaism, and many would say that it was not held at all. But
the way in which such terms as Hades, Gehenna and Sheol are
sometimes used, and certain passages in the later writers of the
Old Testament, indicate that it was thought of and perhaps
widely believed, but was not characteristic of Judaism as it came
to be of Christianity.,

Anyone who thinks that Christ’s resurrection or the story of
it was the first source of the Christian belief in immortality has
slight acquaintance with the New Testament. The utmost that
could be claimed for the event ascribed to Christ was that it was
evidence of a view already held. The whole problem of immor-
tality was worked out in philosophic thought before any real or
alleged event of the resurrection of Christ was told. This is most
clearly shown in the controversy between the Pharisees and
Sadducees and in one or two other incidents in the New Testa-
ment., The Pharisees believed in the resurrection: the Sadducees
denied it, and the whole matter had been discussed long before.
How did this probably come about?

It is worth noting that in early classical Iiterature the Greek
word for “ resurrection,” both in the substantive and in the
verbal form, was used to denote rising from the dead. It is
found at least three times in Homer's Iliad, three times in
Aschylus, once in Herodotus, and once in Sophocles, and per-
haps many times elsewhere. But these suffice to show that the
idea of the resurrection antedated Christianity a long time, and
it perhaps took a less objectionable form than the resurrection of
the physical body. But that aside, the main point is that the idea
did not arise with the event ascribed to Christ, but was even a
well established belief in his time prior to his own death, and
represented a scientific reply to Epicureanism.

Ancient materialism was inconsistent in admitting the ex-
istence of a soul, tho denying its survival. Its doctrine of the
-etherial organism enabled opponents to suppose that survival
came under the general hypothesis of the persistence of matter,
the ether being nothing more or less than a fine type of matter.
Then the existence of apparitions or ghosts, on any theory of
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them, would naturally be explained by the theory of the etherial
body. All that the advocates of survival would have to do would
be to appeal to the common belief in ghosts and the sceptical
Sadducees would have to discredit the alleged facts in order to
escape the conclusion. If they had not admitted the existence of
a soul, they would not be hound by either the facts or the in-
terpretation of them. Later materialism took that course. It
interpreted consciousness as the function of the organism, not a
manifestation of a soul, and hence could resort to hallucination
and all sorts of explanations of apparitions. But the age in
which the doctrine of the resurrection arose was not so nice and
so discriminating in its doubts of the facts as we are today, and
so apparitions obtained a more easy credence. The recognition
of them, assuming them to represent some sort of reality other
than hallucination, would offer a strong ad hominem argument
against materialism and be a most natural support of survival
after death. The Pharisees evidently took this view of the case,
and the Sadducees, being the Jewish materialists of the day,
denied the doctrine.

Hence the intellectual atmosphere was quite prepared, so to
speak, for a story of the resurrection. It was not a new doctrine
and only a well attested fact of return or appearance after death
would be required to offer a point of attack on materialism,
whether it went by that name or not.  The situation was ripe for
the assertion of immortality on the premises of materialism, and
whether the persons who did affirm it did so from philosophic
interest or clear knowledge of this issue makes no difference.
The pround was prepared and the general consensus of ideas
made it an easy step. The appearance of Christ after death as an
apparition was sufficient to spring the issue, to give a new im-
pulse to the doctrine of a future life, and to make him the hero of
its origin, especially in connection with his ethical and spiritual
teaching. The evidence is clear that people were familiar with
apparitions and similar coincidental phenomena, but these were
not associated with a lofty ethical teacher, as in this instance,
and, while they betokened survival, they did not tcnd to signify
Messianic and other interests.

I have remarked that the “ miracles ” were the second class
of phenomena on which Christianity rested. Not all of these
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The next is St. Paul’s vision on the way to Damascus, which
resulted in his conversion to Christianity. The three accounts of
it are not perfectly consistent in all details, but are so in the main
features. And it is probably the best authenticated incident of
the kind in the New Testament, supported by the authority of St.
Paul himself. Most of the other incidents are second-hand. St.
Paul saw a light and did not recognize the cause of it until he
heard the voice which claimed to be that of Jesus. In one account
St. Paul seems to have been the only person who heard the voice;
in another, those with him heard a voice but saw no one. In the
third, which St. Paul tells, these persons did not hear the voice
but saw the light. In all, St. Paul saw the light and heard the
voice, two of the accounts purporting to be by himself.

Here again we have the phenomenon of an apparition, visual
and auditory, a case of combined clairvoyance and clairaudience
illustrating the phenomena of sensory automatisms. These
suffice to show us how a story of the resurrection might arise and
how a theory of it might exist before it was applied to Christ,
and so represent not an exceptional, but a common and familiar
fact. But we have the main incidents of the New Testament in
this respect revealing the existence of the phenomena which
naturally appeared miraculous or supernatural to the observers,
and which, whatever you call them, have been verified in thous-
ands of instances in modern times; and religion and science, both
in mortal combat, hold out against their significance! Or disre-
gard the connection between them and New Testament times.

The visions at the resurrection, authentic or not, belong to the
same category. The experience of the disciples on the way to
Emmaus is a specially interesting one. [t has more superficial
cvidence of its genuineness than some others, because the most
natural way for an inventor of such a story to put it would be to
have the apparition recognized. There are some features about
it that suggest invention : namely, the incident of Christ's eating
to prove that it was a physical resurrection. (Compare Luke
XXIV, 13-44,) But the circumstance that it seemed at first to be
a mere voice and then a visible but unrecognized person involves
an uneconomic process in the invention of a miracle. The most
natural course would be to make it a clear apparition at once.
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But what we actually have is the story of the appearance of the
dead clairaudiently and clairvoyantly experienced.

There was an incident in Christ’s life that illustrated another
phase of psychic phenomena. I refer to his conversation with the
woman at the well. {Compare John 1V, 7-29.) As the story is
told, he met an entire stranger and discovered clairvoyantly, or
better, perhaps, mediumnistically, that she had had five husbands
and that the man she was then living with was not her husband.
She at once recognized him as a prophet, which indicates that
psychic power was supposed to characterize the prophets. The
same phenomenon occurs with our modern mediums constantly,
in connection with experimental incidents recorded at the time,
not spontaneous incidents depending on the memory for their
integrity. Here again, then, we find Christ in the role of a
psychic in phenomena, the type of which is perfectly familiar
with us and verifiable experimentally, whether you choose to
explain it by telepathy or spiritistic intervention.

The day of pentecost should be added to the list for its
peculiar character, The phenomena which occurred on that
occasion are now often named glossolalia, or speaking with
tongues, the name applied to the phenomena reported in Acts II,
1-13. Usually in modern times the phenomena get no further
than nonsense syllables. But in a more definite form they appear
in the case of mediums who use a language which they have
never learned or communicate, perhaps only a few words, in a
language unknown to them. On the day of pentecost it was said
that people of all nations met together and each nation heard his
own language spoken by persons who did not know it. The
account begins with an allusion to the “sound of a rushing,
mighty wind from heaven,” a phenomencn that is often re-
marked in the séance room or in connection with psychic ex-
periences, only the experience would not be described in such
strong terms. Probably or possibly there may be some exagger-
ation in this phrase and in other descriptive features, bt
whether credible or not, the events alleged are of a type with
which we are familiar to some extent in modern psychic
experiences.

The most conspicuous phenomena of the New Testament
‘bearing upon the issue here are the “ miracles ” of healing. We
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hear, or did hear the last and previous centuries, a great deal
about “ miracles " in general as the attestation of the divine in
the gospel and in nature. But [ do not know an author on Evi-
dences who called especial attention to the practical aspect of the
“miracles” or to the predominance of spiritual healing among
them. Interest seems to be concentrated on the more remark-
able instances of contravening the laws of nature and the prag-
matic side finds little attention. Perhaps this was due to the
interest men came to have in a speculative rather than a prac-
tical creed. The latter requires more sacrifice of personal am-
bitions and desires than a creed about the past. But however
this may be, primitive Christianity was concerned more with
ethics and healing than with cosmology or theology, and as the
“ miracles.” purporting to set aside speculative materialism,
affected those points of view they became the chief object of
interest. But it would have heen better for the church to have
concentrated on ethical organization and spiritnal healing as did
Christ and the apostles,

The Gospel of Matthew mentions 18 cases of healing, the
withering of the fig tree, Christ walking on the water, the Trans-
figuration, and the Resurrection. Luke mentions 20 instances of
healing, the appearance of Christ on the way to Emmaus, the
raising of Lazarus, and the Transfiguration, and some appari-
tional incidents connected with the Resurrection. John mentions
4 cases of healing, the raising of Lazarus. and Christ walking on
the water, The Acts of the Apostles mentions 2 instances of
healing, the vision and rescue of Peter from prison, and the
incidents connected with the conversion of St. Paul. After
these the whole subject of healing and ' miracles ’ seems to have
been dropped. The Epistle to the Romans mentions none of
them as narrative events, and the later parts of the New Testa-
ment are as clear of them as the literature that marks the decline
of “miracles” in later ages. They are practically confined to
the four Gospels, as the statistical account shows.

1 shall call attention to only two instances of healing which
reflect very clearly, one of them the process and the other the
fact of healing at a distance. The first instance was the raising
of Jairus's daughter. Mark's account (V. 22-43) is fuller than
that of Matthew (IX, 18-26) and Luke (VIII, 49-56). A ruler
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came and said his daughter lay at the point of death and asked
Christ to heal her. Before Christ could respond, someone came
and told the father that it was too late and that his daughter was
already dead. But Christ went with him and turned out all those
in the room and took the father and mother with Peter, James
and John into the room, and told them that the child was not
dead but sleeping. He then simply awakened her from the trance
or comatose condition by “ suggestion.” The whole process of
removing the mourners and taking in with him those whose pres-
ence might be helpful and diagmosing it as trance simulating
death, and then by simple suggestion restoring the child, would
recall the Nancy and Salpetriére work, and also much of the
work in the Emmanuel Movement,

The second instance is in John 1V, 46-54, A nobleman came
to Christ to have his son cured, requesting Christ to come
quickly. Christ simply answered : * Go thy way ; thy son liveth.”
When he arrived home, he found his son better and improving.
He asked the servants when this happened, and they replied that
it was about the seventh hour. This coincided with the time that
Christ had told the nobleman his son would get well. Here we
have the coincidence in time observed and recorded by the father
as proof of the cure. Besides, it should be noticed that it was
absent treatment, a phenomenon with which we are familiar
today, tho instances of it have not been collected in such a way
as is desirable. There were several other instances in the New
Testament of absent cure, Mark VII, 24-30, and Luke VII,
1-10 are records of it.

We have a fair indication in modern times in what we know
of mental healing of what probably occurred in these early times.
Medicine no longer questions the value of suggestion and mental
healing, and many remarkable cures have occurred which ortho-
dox medicine would not believe until forced by the facts to do so.
I have no doubt that the narratives of them in the New Testa-
ment are exaggerated, as they often are today. The extremely
brief accounts of what took place show the influence of interpre-
tation rather than a scientific observation and record of the facts.
For instance, compare the case of the demoniac from the tombs.
Matthew (VIII, 28) states that there were two of them who
came from the tombs. Mark (V, 2) says one, and Luke (VIII,
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27) also says ome, But in general the accounts fairly agree, as
they might well do if they have all been taken from a single
source or Gospel which has been lost. But the fact that there
seems to have been no mythopoeic tendency regarding the heal-
ing of the Apostles, which almost wholly declined in their lives,
is so much in favor of some sort of truth in the stories about
Christ's cures. It is probable that the Apostles were chosen for
their psychic power. St. Paul showed it in the fact of his vision
on the way to Damascus. The Apostles who saw Christ after
his death, interpreting the Resurrection after the example of
apparitions, for instance, on the way to Emmaus, had to be
psychic to have these experiences. But they were probably in-
ferior in power to Christ and apparently the “ miracles ” of heal-
ing rapidly disappeared. 'The phenomena of mediumistic healing
are plentiful today. They have not been scientifically investi-
gated as yet, either to see what can be done, or to ascertain the
nature of it. But those familiar with the process can recognize a
probable verification of what teok place in the New Testament
times. Lecky thinks that the belief in “ miracles,” including
those of spiritual healing, gradually declined because of the
growth in physical knowledge and general scientific intelligence.
This was no doubt a factor in the disappearance of them. But
this would hardly have occurred if the healing had contimued as
in the early times, or had been systematically investigated and
applied. Salvation gradually became a matter of a theological
creed and philosophy took hold of Christianity and enfeebled
its pragmatic tendencies, and this, with the disuse of healing
powers, whether for good or bad reasons, had as much to do with
the decline of healing as any change in scientific knowledge.
One more idea may be mentioned : it is that of Angels. We
have come to look at that term as denoting 2 spiritual being with-
out any implication of its function or activity. But its original
meaning was that of a Messenger and in religious parlance it
came to mean a messenger between the dead and the living. This
was the Old Testament conception decidedly, and only the dis-
appearance from Christian thought of intercommunication be-
tween the living and the dead deprived the term of its older
signihcation. The term had a meaning even in Homer,
Herodotus, and Sophocles which connected it with psychic phe-
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steps and employ the method of science for its rejuvenation.
\When Mr, Myers remarked in his last work that the next gener-
z2tion would believe in the resurrection of Christ, he had a correct
conception of what psychic research meant for the reinterpreta-
tion and reconstruction of the Biblical system and perhaps the
foundation of all other religions. We shall not return to the
naive conceptions of the past about them, but we shall find that,
in spite of mythopoeic distortions, there will be a certain amount
of truth in the various phenomena reported in the New Testa-
ment. Just in proportion as we can reproduce them can we
helieve that they occurred in the past. But as long as we fail to
reproduce them we shall have to suspend judgment about them
or disregard them in cur belief and conduct.

O
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“SPIRITUALISM AND THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY.”
By WarTer F. PrincE.

The above is the title of a book which we understand has
excited a certain amount of respectful attention among the not
sufficiently informed. Its author is a doctor, presumably of
England, the country which saw the nativity of the book, and
the name conferred upon him by cruel parents is Millais Culpin.
The book boasts an introduction by Professor Leonard Hill, also
an Englishman, and, we are told, 2 prominent biologist. The
subtitle announces that the work is * an explanation of spiritual-
istic phenomena and beliefs in terms of modern knowledge,”
which sonorous proclamation awakens expectation somewhat
dampened by words in the author’s preface: *“ Nevertheless, since
I take it for granted that supernatural phenomena are not what
their producers would have us believe, and at the same time make
1o attemnpt to prove their human origin,” et cetera.

Very well, we will not expect proof, but only an explanation.
But proof and explanation have one thing in common, they must
relate to and be consistent with the facts. The gentleman who
published his theory that all moral evil is an evolution from
molecular transgression of natural law did not profess to prove
anything, he was only explaining. But even he based his ex-
planation upon an alleged fact, that “ one fine day " a particle of
matter broke up the monotony of ages of dull obedience to law
by kicking up a fuss. And the gentlemen responsible for this
book, unless they cite only facts as safely beyond the reach of
current inspection as the ancient rebellious atom, cannot, if they
are careless of their facts, plead that they are not offering proof
but only an explanation, This pleasant device for avoiding re-
sponsibility is detected and disallowed.

Nevertheless, for proof they refer us to the works of Frank
Podmore, which is odd, since he firmly held the telepathic
doctrine which they repudiate; and to certain foolish books, as
Mercier's and Clodd’s, which indicates a forlorn and desperate
case if none better can be brought forward. But so far as the
present authors concern themselves with facts we propose to
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observe their treatment of facts narrowly. Since they are openly
contemptuous of the psychical researcher who finds anything in
phenomena which makes him question whether they are accounted
for by academic science, they must expect to be followed and
narrowly watched as they wander rashly confident in a field with
which they are not familiar.

The introduction, by Professor Hill, begins with five pages
of physiological description which is informative, but surplusage
as relates to the issue. Who doubts that the human body is multi-
tudinously intricate, who doubts the evolution of the senses?
The more intricate the physical and mental mechanism, the more
marvelous the evolution, the more and not the less plausible is
the suspicion that perhaps a finer sense, a higher power, has been
reached. As well, without any real examination which would
prove the existence of wireless telegraphy, dogmatize that it
cannot exist, else why all the marvelous mechanism of telegraphs
and telephones, with their conducting processes, the wires, if
there is a way by which the wires may be dispensed with,
and the vibrations cut loose and launch out into the ether. The
sending and receiving stations are left? So would they be in
case that the scouted telepathy between the living is a fact; the
brain of one person would be the sending instrument and that of
another the receiving one.

* The realization of these facts”—what? that our senses
were evolved through incalculable ages—" saves the physiologist
from being deceived " into thinking that there is such 2 thing as
telepathy. As well does it prove that apperception is impossible.
As well that there can be no power of deductive reasoning. QOur
minds transcend mere sensory reactions, and the question is how
far that transcendence extends. The modern Aristotelian does
not find it necessary to examine, to mention, probably even to be
aware of the recorded and printed evidence for telepathy, and so
iflustrates Chesterton’s saying, “ Explain the easy, deny the hard,
and go home to tea.” ‘It is to be expected,” he says, “ that the
sensory stimuli received from a given environmental condition
will often arouse the same train of thought in two or more people,
standing together, especially in those who habitually associate.
Such coincidences of thought, which astonish the ignorant, are
due to natural law.”
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standing together, especially in those who habitually associate ™ ?

If the critic and explainer was quite ignorant of the records
to which I refer and from which I have given but two samples,
what business had he as a responsible man of science to discuss
the subject before the public? He would look upon the man
who, with mental equipment of an average factory hand, pub-
lished his views on biology, as a droll and contemptible object.
We refrain from expressing contempt for the other man who, in
a state of dense ignorance of the literature of telepathy, calmly
addresses the public upon the subject, but we will not he re-
strained from calling him a droll spectacle, as droll as that old
neighbor of ours who mixed into a conversation on dietary hy-
gienics with the contribution that he himself thought that ““ it isn't
healthy for anyone to put hot biscuits into his lungs.” Does he
not know of the long row of volumes issued by the Societies {for
Psychical Research? But, as ignorance of the law is no excuse
for crime, so ignorance of the evidence for telepathy is no ex-
cuse for rushing into print about it, If he does know of the
existence of these volumes, if he is aware of the many reports
of careful experimentation for thought-transference, then he is
guilty of swindling his readers. However that may be, having
been brought face to face with the facts, and having once misled
his public, he is surely culpable if he maintains by silence his
false representation of the evidence, and fails to face and discuss
the actual facts. Let him now essay the task of explaining these
facts on any “mnormal” hypothesis, and God grant him good
deliverance, Or let him come out like 2 man and acknowledge
that in a certain “ Introduction” he wrote words without
wisdormn,

But there is another generalized argument against the possi-
bility of telepathy. It is intimated that if there were, the Stock
Exchange and the army in the field would need no telegraphs.
telephones or messengers, S. O. 5. signals at sea would be un-
necessary, and it could be depended upon to win fortunes in the
fluctuations of shares. It would be as logical to intimate that if
Coleridge and a few others have really dreamed out poems, it
should not be necessary for poets to labor marshalling thoughts
and rhymes; that if there are mathematical prodigies there should
be no necessity for laborious calculations with pencil on paper,
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If there is such a thing as telepathy, it is certain that the “ per-
cipient ” is a rare bird. There is no logic in the implied demand
that the exceptional and sporadic should be universal, certain and
dependable. The '“agent” in experiments “ concentrates” in
the effort to cause the * percipient” to get his thought. Are
“bulis” of the Stock Exchange concentrating in order to get
information to the “bears”? And as regards spontaneous
telepathy, it is utterly impossible to prove that no one ever gets
transferred thoughts relative to stocks, battles and other matters
of practical importance. In fact there are claims, and some ap-
pearances, that they do. But as apparent telepathic successes are
uncertain, even under the best conditions, and as the flurry of
business, battle, etc., rarely furnishes those conditions, no one of
sense would act on such an impression if he suspected he might
be receiving one. To argue against the possibility of telepathy
on the ground that it is not of daily practical use is much like
arguing that there are no aerolites since foundries are not main-
tained by meteoric iron.

As an illustration of the statement that there is evidence that
telepathy is of benefit sometimes in practical and critical affairs,
we cite the case of John Muir, the noted naturalist {(Jowrnal
A.5 P R, Vol. XV, pp. 394-396). He had not seen his friend,
Professor Butler, for years, and the last letter he had from him
was received some weeks after it was written, and had not a
word about visiting California, for the plan to do so had not then
been formed. About 2 month after receipt of that letter Muir
was where he had been for three weeks, high up on the north
wall of the Yosemite Valley, two miles from the brink. * Sud-
denly,” he says, “ I was seized with the idea of going down the
valley to find Professor Butler.” The result was that he found
his friend wandering among the rocks on the steep side of the
mountain, not knowing his way and about to be overtaken by
night, 1f this was telepathy it was of some practical use. If not,
what was it?

“ The phenomena of wireless telegraphy and of radic-active
elements have led people to think that some direct means of com-
munication of energy from one brain to another may be possible,
that is, without intervention of the senses.” Here is a pretty
setting of the carriage before the horse. People were talking
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about direct transference of thought from brain to brain long
before wireless telegraphy or radio-activity had been heard of.
Mark Twain wrote an article on * Mental Telegraphy " nearly
forty years ago. It was the facts which set people to thinking of
possible thought-transference, and they had to wait for wireless
telegraphy and knowledge of radio-activity before they could
draw the possibly misleading analogies which are now familiar,

The introduction goes on with an elaborate argument against
the possibility “* that waves of energy proceed directly through
space from the watery granular living substance of the brain
confined within the skull and skin, and passes into similar sub-
stance of another.” If indeed this must be the process involved
we would be inclined to say, so be it. Too much has newly come
to light regarding forms and properties of energy, such as are
displayed in radio-activity and the X-rays, for us to regard the
passage of vibrations from the brain through the skull as un-
thinkable. But at any rate the scientific method is first to ascer-
tain if alleged facts are really facts, and let consequences and
corollaries take care of themselves. If telepathy should at length
be accepted it would not be the first time that pedants have de-
clared that the acceptance of a newly-alleged fact would put the
scheme of nature out of joint, but afterward, when the fact has
been proved, have cheerfully and even enthusiastically fitted it
into its place, and the scheme of nature has gone on as calmly as if
nothing had happened.

The psychical researcher is astounded to read Professor Hill's
confession that he thinks that The Road to Endor, a book telling
how two imprisoned officers fooled their fellow-prisoners with
faked ‘' messages,” is a key to all mediumistic phenomena. For,
when he says that *such are the methods of the professional
medium and in The Koad to Endor they lie unravelled and fully
exposed,” we must do him the justice of admitting that he does
not mean to imply that unprofessional mediums get supernormal
results. He surely would not maintain that if some did no pro-
fessional possibly could. Psychical researchers read the book
without a thrill save of arnused interest and without a suspicion
that anyone would dream that it shed the smallest glimmer of
new light upon the real problems of mediumship. Have we no
fnowledge of the methods of fraud and of the psychology of
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physiology. Are those only who write books on physiology
and not those who learn and practise what is in the books
physiologists ?

Furthermore, it is not the demonstration of the survival of
the spirit which is capable of disturbing the ** majestic unity ""; it
must be the survival itself. If the spirit survives, it is an entity,
which, even while in the body, causes the disgusting mischief of
injecting itself into the majestic unity: of mixing with natural
phenomena in a fashion quite offensive. But a host of phys-
icians and physiologists, including the great Sir William QOsler,
believe and have believed in the survival of the human spirit.
Where next shall the appeal be made?

Toward the close of the Introduction comes a burst of emo-
tionalism, This spiritism certainly does get our physiclogist’s
“ goat,” as it does that of many a learned pundit, who, on almost
any other subject, can confine himself to the calm discussion of
facts, but upon this has to relieve his feelings by horror-stricken
ejaculations. “ Nothing can excite greater contempt,” he cries,
“ than the mean trivialities which are served as communications
from that infinite, silent universe wherein the energy of individ-
val life sinks on death.” Well, here is a very pretty way of ascer-
taining what is and what isn’t. I have a perfect contempt for
snakes and toads, therefore the world does not contain toads and
snakes. As Artemus Ward said, I personally * abore and dis-
gust 7 fleas and medical quacks, therefore in my world no med-
ical quacks nor fleas shall be possible. To Smith, roses are in-
credible, because if they existed they would give him rose-fever,
but Brown has no provisional, contingent liability to rose-fever,
therefore roses, not being objects of loathing to him, are possible
in his world.

Suppose a party of miners hemmed in by a fall of rock. The
rescuers, working their way through the wall, at length hear a
tapping from within. They do not pause to inquire if the tapping
is conveying some dignified and eloquent sentiment; it is enough
that it signifies that the men are living yet. If a sign of intelk-
gence came umnmistakably from Mars, though it were only that
sign by which an illiterate person indicates that he cannot write
his name, every scientific man would hail the new extension of
our knowledge.
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And it would seem as though the reception of any sort of a
message from what Prof. Hill, by petitio principii, calls the
*“ silent universe ' (his * unity of natural phenomena " allows for
two universes, the vocal one, and the silent one which absorbs
individual energy after death) would have even more importance
than a gesture from Mars, if it were no more than an unmistak-
able * Hello?" [f “communications” were all as trivial as is
intimated, there might prove to be reasons not involving the in-
telligence of the communicators. But even if the facts indicated
that all communicating spirits are insane or imbecile, we should
have to yield to the facts, for they will not yield to our contempt
and loathing,

We now pay our respects to the body of the book, and to its
author. His first chapter, * The Unconscions,” contains nothing
to trouble the psychical researcher, unless he is finical about the
use of the word * intuitions ” for sense-perceptions dimly emerg-
ing in consciousness. Indeed, what Dr. Culpin prefers to call the
* unconscious " is daily pabulum for the psychical researcher.
Neither has he any quarrel with the chapter on * Complexes,” and
indeed, is in hearty accord with what is said about the danger of
having “ logic-tight compartments ” and indulging in “ pseudo-
reasoning.” He especially commends the sentence; * Scientific
men are prone to believe that their mind-work is purely logical
* * * but the reception of a new theory is always opposed by
those whose complexes are offended by it." Ipse dixst. Nor are
there more than a few allusions in the material of the chapters on
* Forgetting and Repression "’ and * Dissoctation ” to which the
scientific psychical researcher is inclined to take exception, since
subconsctous thinking, buried memories and dissociated streams
of consciousness are constant factors in his discussions.

But there is something to be said about the chapter on
“ Water-Divining.” As I nowhere in critiques find it necessary
to defend spiritism, so I am not here taking sides with those who
believe in dowsing. 1 am simply criticising 2 mode of logic. I
am protesting against spectators rushing in while 2 serious trial
is going on, and volunteering testimony which is * incompetent
and impertinent,” and especially against their forcing themselves
on the judge's bench when they have not even heard, or are not
willing to hear. the real evidence.
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The following propositions are self-evident: (1) A large col-
lection of evidence, including many cases, cannot be affected by
bringing against it two or three selected minor cases. (2) Any
rumber of experiments under unguarded and indeterminate con-
ditions are invalid as against experiments under controlled and
determined conditions,

Now Dr. Culpin mentions three cases only, one from his own
observation, one from a newspaper, and a third from the lips of
an acquaintance. In all three instances, there was success com-
plete or partial ; but in the first case a number of spectators knew
where the water was and may have given unconscious hints by
expression and behavior; in the second there may have been an
extraordinary degree of auditory hyperaesthesia, by which the
dowser detected the sound of water running in a pipe; and in the
third case, no explanation for the successes of the real dowser in
the story is offered.

This is all the evidence which Dr. Culpin adduces to blast
forever the claims of dowsing. Yet on the pages of the Proceed-
ings of the English Society for Psychical Research (Vol. XIII,
pp. 1-282) has been spread for many years the lengthy report
of investigations of the subject by Sir William F. Barrett, the
physicist, assisted at several points by eminent geologists, a report
which carefully considers the possibilities of normal information
as to the location of water, which gives many instances where
such possibilities are supposed to be absent, instances where
dowsers somehow located water where no one supposed that it
could be reached and though wells sunk in the near vicinity were
unsuccessful. Whether the evidence is conclusive or not is a
matter for the reader to judge, but at least there is a2 mass of
evidence adduced. And all this is passed over by the astute critic,
who thinks that he has solved the whole business by explaining
that the movement of the water-diviner's twig is due to subcon-
scious muscular action, which nio intelligent person doubts, and to
guess-work, judging by his great mass of cases, three in number
and one of these from a newspaper,

The chapter on “ Suggestion” early announces that * QOur
thinking (apart from the observation of cause and effect in the
small affairs of ordinary life [as though suggestion affected only
large affairs, or as though the affairs of ordinary life were ex-
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Moreover in dealing with phenomena as wholes we have often
to emphasize some little incident, or at least give it notice and
preservation, when it does not seem to be of importance by itself.
This illustrates the collective side of our task. Many incidents
by themselves have no importance whatever, at least at the outset
of our work. Taken by themselves they would seem to be the
result of chance. But taken in connection with evidential phenom-
ena or in connection with phenomena that are typical in spite of
their non-evidential character, they may have great value at some
future time in explaining some special hypothesis. Consequently
certain incidents will lie in our records until an accumulation of
facts has been made that is large enough to justify theoretical dis-
cussion. Some incidents of this kind have already been published
and no comments made on their significance, because we are not
yet ready to raise certain issues. Let me illustrate by one in-
stance. Last year we published the entire group of experiences
by Mrs. Quentin, not merely because they were articulated and
associated in the same person, but because the significance of
certain incidents in the whole would have been entirely lost had
they been given a separate notice. Take the dream of Mrs.
Quentin’s daughter about the ancestral home (Jowurnal, Vol. 11,
p. 406). This was identical with Mrs. Quentin’s dream about the
same place and had the appearance of being a possible telepathic
effect of Mrs. Quentin’s mind on the daughter’s, according to the
views of some who might desire to press that explanation. But
it would have been scientifically criminal to suppress the fact that
this circomstance was associated with the facts that the deceased
mother of Mrs. Quentin, grandmother of the daughter, was not
only passionately fond in life of that home and wanted 1t kept in
the family, but was also the apparent control of Mrs. Quentin in
the automatic writing. I say nothing more than to hint the rela-
tion of the same fact to doctrines of reincamation.

All this shows the importance of dealing with phenomena as
wholes. Often, however, those wholes are not found in individ-
ual cases. We have to accumulate instances which are really frag-
mentary, but whose fragmentary character is not discoverable
until a large number of them show incidents that are not com-
mon. A collective mass of cases will often resemble an individ-

true that what seems not worth while to spread before readers now may at a
later stage take on meaning and significance. But the discovery witl probably
be made by special students, and to such the full records in the archives of the
A, 8 P. R will always be aceessible—Ed.
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ual case that forms an organic whole of a variety of phenomena,
For instance, the case of Mrs. Piper exhibits many t{ypes of phe-
nomena. There are clairvoyant inctdents in the case on record.
There are those representing premonition or prediction, some
showing the diagnosis of disease, some illustrating spiritual ad-
vice and philosophic doctrines about the nature of things, and all
constituting an organic whole. But the usual case is fragmentary,
showing only one aspect of such phenomena, and hence the ac-
curmulation of different instances will show a collective whole that
will resernble the more complex cases. In the meantime we can
only be patient and select such instances as show various features
of that collective mass. Some will contain a numnber of evidential
instances and some very few. Perhaps some will not have any
evidence of the supernormal at all. But whether containing it or
not they will exhibit adjuncts of greater or less value to the scien-
tific study of the phenomena and that must be supposed to throw
light upon obscure aspects in the problem.

Let me illustrate again the last remark. The case puBlished
in the fournal for December, 1908, had only a few instances of
evidential matter, but it had what was perhaps more valuable than
evidential incidents. The most important point was the illustra-
tion of the sudden development of automatic phenomena in re-
sponse to a moral need and where no previous thought had been
given to the subject. The usual incidents seemed to spring into
existence full grown, like Minerva from the head of Jupiter. No
prolonged development seemed necessary, Then came the im-
portant circumstance of apparently deceiving influences, resem-
bling a previously published case wholly unconnected with this
one. {(fournal, Vol. 1, p. 382.) These two facts alone were suf-
ficient to call attention to the case. Then fortunately there was
connected with it, and in something like cross reference, a pre-
diction or premonition which, if it had been fulfilled, would have
been interpreted as due to suggestion. The influences and the
situation for the operation of suggestion as a supposed cause were
very strong. But it did not act. The subject was anxious, in-
tensely desirous, to have the event occur, and if expectation, hope,
or suggestion ever had any reason to act they had them in this
instance. But there was not the slightest effect. The boasted
suggestion that plays so important a part in the speculations of
certain types of mind here seemed as powerless and ineffective as
the most ignominious of causal agencies. The case was worth
notice if only for that fact alone.

Another incident illustrated an important point. It was the
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case of the raps coincident with the death of a young man (Jour-
nal, Vol. 11, pp. 644-649). The peculiar Interest of this incident
lay in the fact that the coincidence did not seem to have been in-
stigated by the dying consciousness of the young man. The phe-
nomena had all the characteristics of apparitions coincident with
dying persons except the facts that the circumstance establishing
the coincidence was raps and a previous and independent arrange-
ment on the part of friends through automatic writing to he
awakened at the proper time to be at the bedside of the dying
man. No one at his bedside had been apprised of the intention
and the coincidence apparently involved a knowledge of the man’s
dying condition and the fulfillment of an apreement unknown to
the dying man. That complication makes every form of telepathy
in the coincidence seem either absurd or so difficult of comprehen-
sion as to debar its claims. At least it would seem so to intelli-
gent people, whatever standing such an hypothesis might obtain
with the imagination,

To accumulate instances of this kind, or of the kind which
present unusual features illustrative of important aspects of our
problem, will be a slow task. There may be very many of them
lustrating more comunon aspects of it, and they wiil have to
serve as multiplying the instances which supply the second cri-
terion of scientific method, namely, quantity of facts, which will
indicate that the phenomena represent a law of familiarity in
nature. But the more unusual incidents which help to analyze
the phenomena and to clarify obscure features of it will require a
long time to accumulate, and in the meantime we can only pa-
tiently await their collection by tolerating the publication of inci-
dents that apparently have no evidential significance whatever,

It took Mr. Darwin many years to collect the evidence for
evolution, and he had the advantage of the recorded observations
of many persons who had not discovered the meaning of the facts
that had interested their attention. Thirty years were spent in
collecting the facts which illustrated and proved the doctrine of
natural selection and thirty years more have been spent in ac-
cumulating {acts to determine its nature and limitations. Psychic
research labors under difficuities that never affected evolution and
these are the far more sporadic nature of the facts that can serve
as evidence in the present stage of the problem. The phenomena
are probably numerous enough, but the circumstances that would
make them scientifically significant to the cbstinate scepticism of
most men seem not so often to he present, and hence the work of
accumulating evidential facts is slow and difficult. It makes a
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cause which cannot attain its end at once. A missionary spint
for many years is necessary and a patience commensurate with
the complexity and infrequency of the facts to be collected. No
detail can be omitted from the record. Much that appears tedious
and irrelevant will have to be given in the records. The scientific
man will allow no omissions that might be used either for scepti-
cism or proof. The advocate of an hypothesis in the present state
of the investigation cannot be the one to sift and select the facts.
He must be a passive and impartial reporter, and he must not be
in haste to defend his theories. He may have faith in his cause,
but he cannot deceive the sceptic into any belief of either his facts
or hypotheses until the severest scientific method has been satisfied.

QOur problem, therefore, 1s primarily the collection of facts
and not the proof or defense of hypotheses. They come after
the discovery of the facts and are a consequence of them. No
doubt many individuals feel that they cannot wait for the slow
and patient methods of science, but as our object is to influence
the inert and biased type of mind we must exhibit patience com-
mensurate with the task or give it up. It required physical
science two hundred and fifty years simply to prepare for the jast
fiity years' work, and physical science has infinitely larger ad-
vantages than psychic research ever had or can be expected to
have until a differently endowed human race has been evolved.
Astronomy had to take time to prove the existence of meteors and
physics was slow to admit the travelling ball of electricity.
Psychic research may be far longer establishing the simplest of
its claims or possibilities. Haste is not possible.

It is hoped that the above will be considered well, for many
are still under the misapprehensions stated by Dr. Hyslop as to
what the attitude and policy of the Journal should be. One
wishes it to be occupied almost solely with the question of sur-
vival and to print only what seems evidence in its favor, another
is pained by any intimation that a particular case yields to the
spiritistic solution with more parsimony and better logic than to
any other. One reproaches us for printing so much destructive
criticism of fraud and self-deception, another wishes that we
would clear away that obstructing brushwood of psychical re-
search faster. This man thinks it a disgrace to print the best
single case of evidence for spirit photography which has been
brought to attention, while that (not the reporter of the case) is
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convinced that it is pig-headed intolerance which prevents us from
accepting that case as conclusive and final proof. Here is im-
pattence because statements of facts are not accompanied by a
cut-and-dried theory which “ explains "' everything, and there is
sorrow because even altermative hypotheses are discussed fairly.
We are told that “ many members > are complaining because of
a certain thing, and also that “ many members " are dissatisfied
because of the exact opposite.

It is quite natural for one who has himself come to a con-
clusion to feel that the hesitancy of others is excessive and due
to prejudice or dullness of intellect. But more real progress is
achieved by paving the road inch by inch than by rushing onward
into quagmires.

It is quite natural, also, for one who has had no experience
with a certain class of facts of a seemingly revolutionary char-
acter to feel that another, who has had such experience which he
has carefully studied and reported, must be credulous to treat the
evidence as worthy of respect. But we are in the field to study
facts and claims, and it would be a queer procedure to start with
a posture of uncompromising intolerance toward certain of the
classes, and to refuse to pay attention to or justly weigh certain
pther classes of facts.

It is likewise natural for one who has taken a fancy to a par-
ticular clatm and class of phenomena to wish that these should
constantly be put forward, But there are twenty other classes of
phenomena and altemnative theories which also have their rights.
In their bearing upon human life the hypothesis of survival and
the evidence supporting it are supremely important, but scientifi-
cally the solution of the problem of simple rapping sounds for
which no normal cause has yet been found is exactly as important.
This and many another species of puzzling facts and claims, desig-
nated as telepathy, clairvoyance, psychometry, dowsing, etc., be-
long to the category which we are bound to consider.

The writer on assuming the editorship of the Society’s publi-
cations, adopted a set of principles (See Journal for January,
1922, pages 2-4) from which he does not expect to swerve. One
of these is as follows: “ There is danger in confining our atten-
tion too much to the spiritistic, that of becoming narrow and
biased in judgment. And even from the standpoint of those who
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are personally convinced of survival, there might be advantage in
giving for a time more attention to bordertand phenomena, which
may possibly be related to the matters which they prefer, and
throw light on these.”

Not long after the report on the Keeler  spirit ” photographs
was published in the Proceedings, a valued correspondent remon-
strated at taking up so much space with * merely destructive mat-
ter.” Unless he has seen a new light, we shall get another letter
from him when he sees, in the next Proceedings, the long de-
structive study of nineteen American slate-writing mediums, But
does he not realize that two-thirds of the people who feel disgust
for the whole field of psychical phenomena are moved to it by
the existence of rampant frauds, and that multitudes know no
better than that it is these which psychical researchers are mainly
engaged in studying respectfully? We must teach the public
what manner of men we are, we must teach it to discriminate
between the false and the true, we must give it the information
by which it will be armed against imposition. Now and then 2
destructive piece of work must be done, and when done it should
be done so effectually that henceforth for any inteiligent reader
the air is cleared in that quarter.

If the Journal is to help to enlist a group of able and qualified
men and women in the prosecution of psychical research it must
be by a cautious, fair, open-minded, non-faddist, scientific spirit.
But to be scientific it is not necessary that all our writers shall
employ the jargon of the laboratory. And while the wings of
speculation must be clipped short, it ought to be permissible now
and then to theorize tentatively a little beyond the rigid warrant
of determined facts. The greatest masters in physical science,
such as Tyndall and Huxley, occasionally allowed themselves a
similar excursus.

With the same object in view, we have judged it well to print
articles dealing with, and illustrating, the different phases of the
critical method, both in preparation and in examination of
material. “ A Little Lesson in Reporting"™ (April, 1922),
“ An Object Lesson in Reporting ” (October, 1921), “ Analysis
of the Results of an Old Questionnaire ” (April, 1921), * Be
Sure of Your Dates " (November, 1919}, * Indicia of Fraud in
a Document ” (August, 1919), and “ A Sceptical Sitter " (June,



Problems and Methods. 413

1918), are examples. There will soon be printed a study of a
certain unnamed medium'’s deliverances which have impressed a
number of intellectual people as highly evidential and yet which,
so far as there are records in hand, yield to a normal explanation.
Many will read it and think, “ The medium is evidently a fraud,
and, that being the case and the man unknown to us, it is a waste
of paper to print it.”” But this will be entirely to miss the point
and value of the article, which will not prowve, nor even charge
fraud. The point and value consist in the series of contrasts
which are found between this type of material and the work of
Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Chenoweth, Mrs. Leonard and others. If
Medium X did not either consciously or in states of altered per-
sonality acquire normal information in wavs which we shall
specify then we have the riddle why there is a whole complex of
correspondences with. what would have been the appearances if
he had. And in any case we have the striking contrasts in the
work of Piper, Chenoweth, Leonard, Smead, etc., which do not
vield to any such attempt at solution.

Again, Dr. Hyslop found readers, and there will yet be such,
who suppose, in spite of all effort to make the point piain, that
a particular incident is published as an illustration of the pur-
ported supernormal, and so form a poor opinion of it, when it is
really printed to exhibit the subconscious mechanisms, Even
those most eager for purported spirit communications should
have interest, because if spirits give messages they do so through
the subconscious and by manipulation, so to speak, of its mechan-
isms. All the information we can get about the subconscious, its
powers and its processes, therefore, is invaluable in heiping us
on our way to ultimate conclusions, whether these are in, or far
removed from, the spiritistic quarter.

So also some readers probably supposed (as one certzinly did)
that the story told with such scientific courage by Dr. Carter in
the issues of June and July, 1921, was printed with special refer-
ence to the question whether or not valid ghosts appeared by
night in the region of Lancaster, Ohio. Such, perceiving that
the ghosts were evidently spurious, of course thought that the
fact might have been sufficiently demonstrated in a tenth of the
space, and therefore that the rest was mere waste. But that was
not the intention of the paper at all, as should have been evident
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from its title, “ A Lesson in the Psychology of Deception.” The
object was to exhibit, stage by stage, the preparation and the
progress by which 2 more than commonly alert and skeptical
mind was led by suggestion and auto-suggestion into a maze of
illusion, as the majority of people under the same circumstances
would have been and from which only a minority would have as
successfully and speedily have delivered themselves, From this
point of view the article is a psychological panorama of value and
almost unique. It is of value because it is important to know
the possibilities and the limitations of illusion and deception. We
discover that there are classes of phenomena, such as alleged ma-
terialization, spirit photography, trumpet performances and slate-
writing, in which the same vitiating elements may affect wit-
nesses and against which they must be educated so as to be upon
their guard, and about which readers of testimony which does not
show sufficient awareness of them must likewise be warned.
And we likewise note that there are other classes of phenomena,
such as psychometry, automatic “ communications,” scrying, ete..
when formal and ecasy rules are followed, into which the same
vitiating liabilities do not enter, at least in any resembling degree.
If, for example, a person has a vision and immediately tells it to
several unimpeachable witnesses, records it and has the record
witnessed, and afterward the vision is provably fulfilled, it
makes no difference whether he was scared, or asleep and dream-
ing, or sick or even insane at the time of the vision, for no sup-
posable psychological factor explains the correspondences between
the prior vision and the event. Chance coincidence may be in-
voked, but that is quite another matter.

It is easy to criticise, and no editorial management could wei-
come criticism more sincerely than that of the Journal, which
only deplores (1)} that the criticism which actually reaches it is,
after all, so scanty, though it is sometimes alleged that ** many
members " are dissatisfied with something or other, (2) that so
little criticism which reaches its mark is specific and constructive,
and (3) that so large a proportion of that is based either upon
failure to realize the comprehensive scope of subject matter which
the Society was founded tc examine and the scientific method-
ology to which it is bound, or else upon actual error as to fact,
which a little more pains in reading would have avoided.
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One of our most able and esteemed friends, a valued friend of
the Society, wrote twice regretting that instead of the * short
article” on a certain interesting matter, the Journal could not
have had the * far fuller” and “ far better statement” by the
same writer in the periodical entitled Light, * long though that
article is,”" and urged us to secure a similar statement, or at least
give the Journal readers “ a succinct resumé "' of the account as
given in the London organ. The actual fact was that Light had
reprinted the article from the Journal, sentence by sentence, except
that it omitted the final half page!

The following statement has been issued by the American
Society from its foundation:

It is desired that we should have as large a membership as
possible. There are two objects to be accomplished by such a
membership. The first is the financial support of the work until
it can command 2n adequate endowment. The second is the in-
crease of facilities for collecting data for scientific records. On
this account it is desirable that members should regard their con-
nection with the Society as in the nature of supporting contrib-
utors. ‘The Society does not exist merely for the satisfaction of
personal tastes and opinions, but for the collection and recording
of facts whose significance may not be fully known until long
after our time.

It is hoped that all members remain in sympathy with this
declaration, and also with the breadth of the announcement of
the leading object of the Society, which from the year 1907 has
been announced in these words:

First,—The investigation of alleged telepathy, visions and ap~
paritions, clairvoyance—including dowsing or the finding of
water or minerals by supernormal means, premonitions, coinci-
dental dreams, all kinds of mediumistic phenomena, and, in fact,
everything of a supernormal character occurring in this field.*

* It should be understood, however, that the word “alleged,” in the
quoted paragraph, holds its force to the end of the passage.
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NOTES FROM PERIODICALS,

The leading article in Revue Métapsychique for March and
April, by Sir Oliver Lodge, is entitled *“ To What Extent is the
Spirit Hypothesis Justified by the Facts: A Reply to Prof.
Richet.”

Sir Oliver Lodge opens his reply with a statement of the
issues in the controversy, set forth with the skill, lucidity and
force so characteristic of all his writings.

Unlike many other biologists, Prof. Richet has formally ac-
cepted most of the phenomena relied on for proof of the * Spirit-
Hypothesis,” is willing to investigate them to any extent, and has
come to believe ** that these things are true and constitute a new
science, calling it * metapsychics.'” But he rejects the hypothesis
of survival after death offered in explanation. He is content to
study the phenomena and wait; meanwhile, as a provisional
hypothesis, he attributes what Sir Oliver Lodge calls * striking
evidence ”’ to supernormal powers, to a sort of omniscient clair-
voyance, to what may be revealed in the trance condition, or to
the subconscious which, with its capacity for revealing things un-
known or long forgotten, “ can utilize sources of information
riormally inaccessible.”

But beyond this the French savant declines to go. “ Like
other great biologists,” says Sir Qliver, * he is influenced by pre-
conceived ideas; he is imbued with a conviction so profound that
it does pot permit him to accept a contrary hypothesis."” And
what do " clairvoyance,” " the subconscious,” “ change of per-
sonality,” and the like mean for Prof. Richet? “ These,” writes
his critic, *“ are words! words! What do they explain? They are
simply a statement of the facts.”

The physiologists, with whom Prof. Richet is mainly in ac-
cord, decline to regard the brain as the instrument of conscious-
ness and intelligence and treat it as practically identical with
these. Destroy the brain and, according to them, everything dis-
appears. Here Sir Oliver confutes that argument by an appeal to
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the experiences of daily life. The perforated rolls of a pianola
are needed for such an instrument, but they do not constitute its
music, Nor can music be located in the baton of a conductor or
in the instruments of an orchestra. So the black marks on a
sheet of paper which we call a poem are not poetry : they are only
its material incarnation. And so the disc of the phonograph, com-
pletely as it may store up and give forth the speech of a bygone
generation, is not memory. Human memory, intelligence, char-
acter, personality are totally other than mechanical; they belong
to a different order, and simply avail themselves of mechanism as
the means through which to manifest themselves. The theory
that they are identical with the brain is thus held to fall by its
own weight.

And for positive proofs of survival after death Sir Oliver
cites the results of his own investigations. He points to the evi-
dence, known to himself “ by direct experience,” that memory and
personality continue after the body has become dust and ashes,
proving that mind is something other than brain and its physio-
logical processes. He is convinced that the intelligence displayed
by 2 medium under favorable conditions is not his or her own, but
that of another, as shown by peculiarities of voice, manner and
even of the order of ideas.

This point made by Sir Oliver Lodge is the most conclusive
proof of survival for those who have had similar experiences,
since it constitutes the real and final proof by the conformation
of individual experience with general experience. This procedure
holds equally good for our knowledge of the existence of the
phenomenal world and for cur knowledge of spiritistic mani-
festations. * But,” it may be argued, “ this conformation of in-
dividual and general experience as regards the phenomenal world
holds good because it is universal, which is not the case with
spiritistic manifestations.” To this we would answer that the
pre-requisite for the realization of the spiritistic manifestations is
the possession of the psychical sense, with which not all are en-
dowed, and in the absence of which no amount of intellectual
argument can avail. We might as well try to make those blind or
deaf from birth realize the colors of the rainbow or the sweeping
harmonies of a Beethoven sonata.

A rejoinder from Prof. Richet is promised in the next num-



418  Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research.

ber of the Revue Métapsychigue, but in the absence of personal
experience and the psychic sense, are we justified in expecting
anything but words, words?

[Dr. Geley's reply to Prof. Richet will be reprinted in a later
issue of the Journal—Ed.]

The Revne Métapsychique contains also an article by Dr.
Geley on “The London S. P. R.'s Ectoplasm Experiments
with Mile. Eva C.,” in which he stoutly maintains that these sit-
tings were of real interest and value in spite of the following
drawbacks: a defective method, the obsession of the observers by
the idea of fraud, and the noisy and disturbing environment of
the séances. Positive results, notwithstanding, were obtained in
the case of eleven sittings, of which Dr. Geley gives minute re-
ports and which he accompanies with photographs of the medium
showing ectoplasmic materializations in the form of a hand and
small faces. He declares that fraud, including regurgitation,
was physically impossible, and points out as of the highest
significance that the disappearance of the phenomena took place
by the gradual and progressive diminution of their visibility,
which he considers conclusive proof of their authenticity. In
his summing up he says, “ The new documents are a valuable con-
tribution to the study of ectoplasmy. Other things being equal,
they confirm documents presented by Prof. Richet, Mme. Bisson,
Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing, and myself.,” Those readers who do
not have access to the French periodical will ind a good summary
of this anticle in Light for May 20 of this year,

“ From Subconsctous to Conscious. Can Automatic Messages
be Explained? ” Mr. E. E. Parker answers affirmatively in the
July number of The Occult Review. He draws a suggestive
parallel between M. Emile Coué’s concentration tests for his
patients undergoing auto-suggestive treatment and the movement
of the glass on the ouija board and automatic writings.

In M. Coué’s test 2 ring is suspended from the end of a pencil
by a thread, the other end of the penal being held in the hand so
that the ring or pendulum has clear play to move in any direction.
The operator, holding the pencil and hand quite steady, now
mentally desires the ring to move in a certain direction and in
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the degree to which he is able to concentrate on this, so the ring
moves without any conscious motion of the hand.

Following the analogy of M. Coué’s method which consists in
impressing the subconscious mind of the patient by telepathic
communication from the objective mind, Mr. Parker says: “ I am
also of opinion as a result of my observations of ouija messages
that this subconscious mind can receive impressions or telepathic
communications from the minds of others, either incarnate or dis-
carnate, and transmit them through the passive objective mind,
while in a state of one pointed concentration to the hand of the
sitter, which causes the unconscious movement of the glass
through the muscular nerve energy of the hand, as demonstrated
in M. Coué’s pendulum test.”

From this it necessarily follows, as Mr. Parker points out.
that the purity of the messages seems to depend upon the measure
of spirituality of the sitter, for the subconscious mind of an in-
quirer could not transmit messages of high spiritual beauty
through a limited and undeveloped physical brain.

The January number of Psyche contains a brief survey of
" Recent Work in Psychical Research,” by E. J. Dingwall. 1In
England, he notes the book tests of Mrs. Leonard, spirit photog-
raphy and the séances of Miss Besinnet ; in the United States, the
work of the American Society in alleged supernormal photog-
raphy; in France, the sittings of Mile. Eva C., still being held in
Paris; also the remarkable results obtained by Dr. Geley with
Franek Kluski, a Polish medium and automatic writer, who pro-
duces extraordinary materializations of human hands, of which
wax impressions reveal “ all the details of bony structure, muscles.
tendons and furrows of the skin"; in Germany, an important
case reported by Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing in the course of his
investigations of hauntings and poltergeists, one a case of the
physical mediumship of a nervous invalid, a Madame Sauverhrey,
who was hypnotized by Her step-son and produced phenomena
which ceased when the subject was persuaded by a physician that
she was able to resist the influence.

Another poltergeist case important for the light it throws on
physical mediumship is reported with an analytical survey by Dr.
von Schrenck-Notzing in Psychische Studien for April. The
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manifestations, which occurred in the village of Y16jirvi, Fin-
land, in January, 1885, were remarkable from the fact that they
were made the basis of court proceedings in which a retired
school teacher of 71, his aged wife and a 13-year-old housemaid
were summoned to court on the charge of having practised
sorcery in order to sell liquor to the crowds of curious sightseers
who were attracted to their house by the rumors of ghostly visita-
tions. In court the aged couple denied the charges, declared that
instead of deriving an income as a result of the notoriety they
had lost what little the hushband had been able to eke out by
clerical work, and ascribed the mysterious opening and closing of
doors, falling of plaster from the wall, etc., to some supernatural
agency. Fifteen witnesses took oath that the accused could not
have produced the phenomena, as many of the mysterious move-
ments took place before their eyes and were of such a nature as to
prechide the assumption of their having been periormed by human
hands. The housemaid did not appear in court, as she was hope-
lessly ill with tuberculosis; in fact, she died before the verdict was
rendered which set the aged couple free.

In his keen analysis of the case, Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing
classifies the phenomena into those which are relatively simple,
such as the throwing about of books, knives, spoons, chairs, etc.,
those which are more complicated, such as the repeated bursting
open of closed doors, the flinging of writing materials out of a
closed drawer, etc., and those showing a malicious motive such as
the cutting and tearing of books and the tying together of a
sheep’s feet. “ The phenomena in this case,” he says, * present
many parallels in the literature of the subject: telekinetic per-
formances, the penetration of matter, the introduction of objects
inta closed rooms and their ejection from them, and especially the
snalicious character of many of the manifestations, and are to be
regarded as identical with manifestations of physical mediumism,
the medium in this case being the thirteen-year-old housemaid,
Emma Lindroos.” And while noting that the mischief-making
motive points especizlly here, as in many cases of illness, to the
psychopathological complex of hysteria, he concludes that “ the
study and analysis of such cases as this in which the manifesta-
tions exceed the physical capacity of the persons concerned, in
most instances necessitate the conclusion of a supra-normal origin.



Notes from Periodicals. 421

Light for June 3rd features the " Poltergeist " case investi-
gated by Dr. Walter Prince. The same periodical for May re-
prints * Science and a Book Test " by E. J. Dingwall, from the
Journal of the A. S. P. R, and contains also “ An Evidential
Case of Spirit Photography,” by Allerton 8. Cushman, from the
same Journal.

Sincere and touching as the testimony unquestionably is, and
striking as we may find the resemblance, there is one point in
which the evidence fails of being absolutely convincing: the
negatives used at the sitting were the photographer’s own, and
thus might, within possibility, have been subjected to previous
expostire.

How important this matter of the substitution of plates can
be is shown in * A Case of Fraud with the Crewe Circle,” which
appears in the English Journal for May. In this case, the investi-
gator, posing as an ordinary sitter, brought with him negatives
previously marked by X-ray process with portions of a rampant
lion trade mark, The spirit photographer, Hope, unsuspectingly
consented to use these plates and upon what purported to be one
of them obtained an “ extra,” a beautiful woman’s face. Upon
examination the negatives used were clearly proven to be substi-
tations, since they carried none of the marks of the negatives
brought.—L. N,

RS TS LA
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AN INVESTIGATION OF POLTERGEIST AND
OTHER PHENOMENA NEAR
ANTIGONISH.*

By WaLrer F. PrINCE.
Introduction.

The occasion of my undertaking to investigate the late case
of poltergeist in Nova Scotia was this: An Associated Press
item regarding it met my eye and I wrote to the man who reported
the case for The Halifar Herald, to get, if possible, his first-hand
statement, since the matter fell within the field in which we are

*The Report is printed here almost without alteration, except for excision,
from the original draft given out in Nova Scotia.

The poltergeist performances took place in December, 1921, and January,
1922, the fires constituting the last phase.

In February, Mr. Harold Whidden, an estimahle young man living in
Antigonish and one who served at the front in the Great War, also a de-
tective named Carroll, spent two nights in the house for the purpose of
solving the mystery, which Mr. Carroll was confident he couid do. On the
second night occurred the experiences related in the Report which impressed
them so much that they no longer believed any normal solution possible,

My own investigation was undertaken at the solicitation of Mr. W, H.
Dennis, proprietor of several Halifax papers. the agreement being on condi-
tion that, whatever assistance might be needed, I was to he in absolute con-
trol.  Assistance was indispensable. The house could only be reached by a
22 mile aleighing jonrney from the county seat, Antigonish, the snow was
deep and the cold at times intense, the house was deserted and nearly all its
furniture removed. Sufficient furmture, bedding and provisions had to be
transported, and since the place was in a clearing in the woods, far from any
neighbor, the cooking had to be done by the men on the spot.

All that region is inhabited mostly by Scotch Roman Catholics, a kindly,
orderly and generally upright people. Antigonish is the seat of the Roman
Catholic University of St Francis Xavier, I'met several of the scholastic
and scclesiastical leaders, and these showed an enlightened and friendly in-
terest in the undertaking. Had it not been for the bearskin coat of Dr.
Macdonald, county school inspector, which he insisted that I should wear on
the long, cold journey, I might have had a place in legend as the Martyr
of Antigonish.
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accumnulating data. This step led to my resolution to go without
payment and investigate the story thoroughly, on the condition
that the necessary facilities be furnished. W. H. Dennis, who
showed from the first a commendable desire to have the matter
sifted to the bottom, was seen by me on my arrival in Halifax,
Saturday morning, March 4th. I told him that whatever position
ar tentative judgment I reached would be rendered, with reasons
for the same, irrespective of whatever opintons might prevail in
the province or attach to any particular interest ; and I was pleased
to note that he, as head of the newspapers through which the re-
port was to be made public, equally insisted that The Herald and
The Mail wished exactly that, having no interest other than that
light should be thrown upon the matter so much discussed.

Any matter of the kind which rivets the attention of the
people in a given region and which becomes noised abroad
throughout the country, demands competent investigation. If it
proves entirely explainable on normal grounds, and if the mystery
can be resolved by setting forth the causes and manner of their
operation, then a large number of people are set free from super-
siitions, or at lezst unfounded notions and apprehensions in that
particular case, and are better fitted to deal intelligently with an-
other if it arises. Or if it prove that some supernormal (or, to
employ the favorite term of my friend, Dr. Henry Holt, super-
usual) cause has operated, some progress may he made toward
understanding such causes and how they operate, while the dis-
tortions, exaggerations and naive theories which have become at-
tached may be gotten rid of.

I have had much experience in investigations, and in many
instances have been able to solve puzzling problems in a2 manner
which would be satisfactory to the man who believes that matter
and force are the sole two factors in the universe. Yet there have
been cases, I am bound to say, where the data were as complete,
the search as exhaustive and my natural bent toward scepticism
and my determination to reduce the phenomena to the common de-
nominator of the hitherto known and acknowledged, as fully exer-
cised, and yet I have not been able to do so fully, and no one else
has ventured to review the facts set forth with the purpose of
showing that the analysis was defective. Reference will be made
to some of these cases further on.
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Classes of Asserted Phenomena ot Caledonia Mills.

A. 1. Loosing of cattle in the barn, removal of clothes from the
line, etc.

A. 2. Fires mysteriously set in the house.

B. 1. Sounds and tactual sensations experienced by Harold
Whidden and Detective Carroll one night in February,
1922.

B. 2. Automatic writing by Harold Whidden on the night of
Friday, March 10, 1922,

Class A is of phenomena which are sometimes called Polter-
geist.  This term is applied to cases in which there is an outbreak
of such occurrences as stones and other objects flying into win-
dows or about a room, objects descending “ out of the atmos-
phere,”’ furniture hopping and tumbling, dishes being broken,
horses' tails becoming mysteriously braided or cut, fires starting
without visible excuse, and the like. Class B stands in quite a
different category, as will be seen,

I and my colleagues stayed in the MacDonald house from
Tuesday afternoon, March 7th, to Monday morning, March 13th,
six nights and upwards of five days, except that the last night I
alone, pursuant to my wishes, occupied it. During this period
nothing of the A class happened, as everyone interested was fore-
warned might very likely be the case, and as was the case when
Messrs, Whidden and Carroll were there two nights, subsequent
to the removal of the MacDonald family, Nor would the mere
fact that the phenomena did not recur prove or disprove any par-
ticular theory of their causation at the time they did occur. Genu-
ine psychical events are more or less sporadic,

During the six-nights period, nothing of the nature of Class
B (1) occurred, that is, there were no sounds or tactual sensations
which were unusual. The one new experience is that marked
B (2).

As regards A 1, A 2 and B 1, then, there could be no ob-
servation by me of the phenomena in operation. Nevertheless, I
was able to come to one conclusion which is positive, and to
others that are tentative.

The Evidential Standing of A and B Classes.
But first let us take a glance backward and see how the two
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classes, Poltergeist and the other, compare in the respectability of
their claims in previous cases. _

Poltergeist claims, so far as they have been adequately ex-
amined, bave an unpromising history. Some sound well on
paper, but nearly all of these depend upon the testimony of lay-
men in this field. On the other hand, many such cases, which
caused local wonderment, have been exploded by psychical re-
searchers and others. It is curious that generally they seem to
revolve around some young person, more frequently a girl. In
the famous Poltergeist antics in the household of John Wesley's
father, it was a sister of John who seemed to be the centre. In
the Elwyn March case, reported by the A. S. P. R, it was a boy.
In the “ Great Amherst Mystery ” it was a girl. In some Polter-
geistic incidents of the Salem Witchcraft, where the girl, Ann
Putnam, was the chief accuser, there is a question whether Ann
was not herself the * witch ”” who caused the mischief. We sim-
ply note that there is 2 girl in the latest case and pass on. The
Clarke Poltergeist case reported by the A. 8. P. R,, on the other
hand, seemingly did not centre in a girl, but in a young man. The
Windsor case, investigated by the same body, was connected
causally with a number of persons, both boys and men.

This is the third Nova Scotia Poitergeist case which the A, S,
P. R. has dealt with. The first, * The Great Amherst Mystery,”
astonished the whole country and attracted attention over in Eng-
land, more than forty years ago. Qur present knowledge of it
depends mostly upon a book by Walter Hubbell, an actor, who
was in the house during a portion of the period of activity. Ob-
jects flew about, but no one ever saw them start, Chairs fell over,
but not when squarely in view. Objects were apparently thrown
at Hubbell to his great alarm, but seemed to take pains not quite
to hit him. Pins were found sticking in the girl’s flesh, but
such acts are often self-inflicted by persons afflicted with that
strange mental malady, hysteria. At last, only two years ago, the
many biographical facts which Hubbell naively set down about
Esther Cox were analyzed in the light of abnorma! psychology,
and left no room for doubt that hers was a case of dual person-
ality. 1 had the advantage of my first-hand study of the now
classical “ Doris Case of Multiple Personality,” and my book
study of the other recorded cases of the kind, and found an
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abundance of statements in Hubbell's book which, taken together,
made a demonstration which 1 think no psychologist would dis-
pute. It was Esther’s hands which performed the acts with un-
canny craftiness, in a state for which she was not responsible, and
which she could not remember. At length she was caught burning
2 barn and sent to jail, because there was no one to convince the
jury that she was not responsible. (See Proceedings A. S. P. R,
XIII, Part 1.)

The Windsor, Nava Scotia, case occurred in 1906. An
estimable gentleman reported to the A. S. P. R. that coins rained
from the air upon him, furniture tumbled over at his approach,
barrels hopped up, turned upon their sides and chased him. He
testified that these facts could not possibly have been caused by
human heings, but when the Society sent Mr. Carrington to the
spot he caught the human beings in the act and got confes-
sions from some of them. Even then the worthy victim was
unconvinced. ( See Proceedings A. 8. P. R., I, Part 2.)

But Class B stands on a much higher level of evidentiality.
First as to sounds, etc. Tt is strange how little study has been
made of rapping sounds not traceable to physical canses, consider-
ing how many have been the observed cases. 1 know one house-
hold in New York where they began a few days after the death
of a dear friend who was a privileged visitor; and soon after,
when another in close relation died, another quality of rapping
began. For two years these two distinguishable sorts of raps
have gone on, seeming to display intelligence, and for two vears
a record has been made. In my own house | studied and recorded
raps which were not referrible to creaking of furniture or boards,
expansion or contraction of wood, rats or winds, or any other
physical canse. They began suddenly one night, alarming 2 mem-
ber of the household. For hours I sat and moved about, studying
the phenomenon, I had lived in twenty-six houses and had never
heard anything like it. Not only that night, but for months, the
raps were studied. They sounded in a desk, they sounded on
a table by my bed where I lay alone, they souaded on my dress-
ing table in the morning. They never were heard Saturday
nights, so long as [ had a Sunday lecture series. As soon as that
stopped, they occurred on Saturday nights also. They were heard
by two or three persons when together, About three weeks after
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they began in my house, they began in my office, but almost
always when none but myself was there. I have heard raps in a
table, have asked them to go to the other end and they went tap-
ping on the way and then 2 click was heard on the glass of the
book-case two feet farther in a straight line, apparently.

Not only raps, but bangs were heard in my house, and sounds
as of coal running in the cellar. Shortly after we took the house
my daughter heard what she described as footsteps coming down
the stairs from the third floor, and said : “ It is a lame man, papa;
cne leg is shorter than the other.” We knew nothing about the
persons who had died in the house, but when I next saw the lady
who owned it and who lived in another town, and told her the
incident jocularly, she said: “'But it is true '; and it proved that
her brother had had one leg slightly shorter than the other and
did halt on that narrow stair as described. On one occasion, two
persons heard footsteps at the same time—and I was the other.
I never heard a human being walking in heavy shoes more dis-
tinctly. There was no other person but us two in the house, and
it stood in the middle of 2 fawn back from a quiet street.

Personally, I doubt if there was actually vibration from the
stairs, but consider it an effect upon consciousness, supernormaily
caused.

Another phenomenon was the actual shaking of the bed on
which my daughter lay, at times when she was lying still. At
such periods, if I exchanged rooms with her, I would feel it for
one or two nights, beginning almost at once after lying down, in-
creasing for say five minutes, and dying out in perhaps half an
hour. Many other things happened in this particular house dur-
ing an occupancy of three years. No one was scared; I studied
the occurrences as coolly as I would study cockroaches and a good
deal more persistently, but was not able to find any normal
solution.

As to automatic writing, T suppose that most people know that
some persons have the power of writing without their conscious
volition, and that while the most of such writing is supposed to
be, like dreams, from their own subconscious minds, there have
been many cases where logic has to be defied in order to hold that
there was no other source, since a string of facts pertinent to a
person who died may be written, which proveably the psychic
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never could have known. Both societies have published much of
such material and it has convinced many of the most competent
and scientific intellects that it came from discarnate intelligence.
This is a2 mere fact of record. Whether or not conclusive, the B
class can show much evidence in favor of supernormal quality.

I have written at this length because the Caledonia Mills facts
have a right to be viewed against their historical background.
We now plunge in medias res.

The Unfastening of Cows, Disappearance of Clothing.

As these did not occur while 1 was on the spot, and left no
visible trace, there is little new to be said. The occurrences are
probably to be judged in the light of what is said in the next
paragraph.

The Fires.

There is, of course, no guestion that a large number of fires
were set in the house from January 6th to January 12th, 1922,
Nor is there any question in mind that the various witnesses to the
facts have told the truth as they understood it. 1f there shall
develop in this report any reasons for questioning the accuracy of
their observations, or that these observations were as searching as
they might have been, no doubt of their honesty will be implied.

In my judgment, the fires were set by human hands; and yet,
1 hasten to add and shall afterward show, the person whose hands
were employed was probably not morally guilty of and responsible
for the acts. This person was the girl of the family who is six-
teen years old, but very, very young mentally, a happy, fun-loving
child whom her foster mother says has always been a good child,
as she appeared to be, and I have no reason, paradoxical as it may
sound, to doubt has been. The explanation of the paradox will be
made later in this report.

The fires left their record except where paper has been
stripped away and boards, etc,, removed, and there are many
records yet left upon the house. It is upon these that I placed
chief reliance to tell the inside story, and careful scrutiny of them
makes the story pretty plain, I studied every mark of burning
yet left, its character, size and location, both as regards the part of
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the room and height from the floor, searched for collateral indi-
cation and recorded everything, It will be sufficient to summar-
ize the results, though diagrams and details could be given to the
extent of a number of pages. The first fire, in the timber
near the stovepipe in the kitchen, I set aside, since it is impos-
sible to say that it did not, as Mr. MacDonald first supposed, get
started spontaneously from the pipe. It was odd, in that case,
that it died out, but if the wood was damp the fire may have eaten
in slowly, fanned by a draft of which there is evidence in the
location of the burned places, and, the wind dying down, the
moisture may have overcome the fire. This first fire, with the
excitement, may have stimulated the others which were other-
wise set.

1,—In no place where wall paper or paper objects in proxim-
ity with the walls were set on fire, is there any existing mark of
burning higher than the reach of a person five feet tall (with the
exception of two corners of the small bedroom where it is evident
from the appearance that the fire was set lower down and trav-
elled up where the paper did not adhere tightly to the cormers).
If a " ghost " was acting independently, or if the fires were from
unintelligent causes, why was there an upper rim of every wall in
every room in the house, varying in perpendicular measurement
from one foot three inches in bedroom and parlor to one foot
eleven inches in the dining room, which was immune, and is it not
odd that this rim began just where the reach of a person five feet
tall leaves off 7 That is the stature of the girl.

2.—The cases where fires began higher than as above indi-
cated, were all in or on unpapered wooden places, namely, a recess
back of the upper casing of the door leading from the middle, or
dining room side, and on the loose boards resting on beams in the
kitchen, constituting the “loft.” But in all these cases the fires
started from pieces of cotton cloth which could easily have been
tossed, as the heights are only a few inches above what has been
indicated.

3.—There is no definite, satisfactory evidence that any fire
broke out where the girl could not have been a few minutes
earlier, To be sure, the witnesses were certain that she could not,
but T was not able to get reasons for the assurance which are satis-
{actory to one who has many times demonstrated the errors of
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observation and memory of people untrained in observation of
species of facts which are new to them.

4.—There were never fires when the family, including the girl,
were out of the house,

5.—The actual starting of the fires never took place where an-
other than the agency which started them could be a witness.
{ Since my return to Halifax, I note in a newspaper one apparent
exception, but that there should be one actual exception in a series
of perhaps fifty instances, I strongly doubt. It may be that the
error was the reporter's, like that of saying that mysterious lights
on a particular night were seen over the house, whereas the origi-
nal witness stated that they were over the woods far distant from
the house. It may be that the piece of paper referred to was
already burning unperceived and, reaching a drier part, the fire
simply burst into a flame as the witness was looking.)

This point regarding the pains taken that the starting of the
fires should avoid the presence of witnesses, is of weight in esti-
mating the likelihood of occult origin.  There is considerable evi-
dence, whether conclusive or not, that physical events like the
rising of a table without contact take place, and in such cases
the presence of several persons appears to be necessary, as though
force were borrowed from their bodies. In other words, the best
authenticated cases seem to court inspection, while poltergeist
cases seem to avoid it.

6.—In particular no fires occurred in or on those parts of the
parler or dining room visible from the kitchen stove, around
which was the common meeting-place on the night of the thirty-
eight fires and at other times. All those portions of the walls and
floor (it should be observed that a box, a cushion, etc., took fire
in other parts of the room) and starting in the parlor, and ail
those portions of the dining room visible to persons near the
stove are free from burns. This emphasizes the avoidance of
witnesses of the actual ignitions.

7.—Over and back of the bed in the little bedroom off the
dining room are the marks of a number of separate fires, on the
wall paper, generally following its torn and projecting parts along
a particular crack, The remarkable and significant thing is that
this is at the height that a person five feet tall kneeling on the bed
could easily reach, and such a person in that position could not
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reach to the next higher crack line with its projecting bits of wall
paper, as I, who am five feet seven inches tall, can easily do. The
reason for kneeling is obvious when one sees the snow and dirt
that one running in and out of the house would collect on her
shoes. That whole side of the little room which the bed frame
entirely fills is governed by the law pointed out, but when the eye
turns to the right of the bed area he sees just where the person
could again stand upright, a burn just above the door-frame, at a
point which a person five feet tall could reach standing.

8 —In the recess back of the upper casing of the door in the
dining room, leading to the kitchen, a fire broke out from cloth.
It was extinguished by throwing water upon it. Otherwise, the
contents were undisturbed, else the stitring about of the bits of
crockery, iron, etc., would have mixed up the remnants of burned
cotton glove which I found lying naturally with the black ashes
in one spot. The fact that these had been undisturbed is further
evidenced by the circumstance that the deepest and most extensive
burns in the wood were immediately above the remnants. Beneath
the unburned fragments of the glove, but lying on the ashes, I
found a match with little burned but the head. That is, the match
had evidentty been used to ignite the glove (and whatever other
cloth may have been with it, for the girl says that a piece was
taken out ), was quickly extinguished by enveloping it in the glove,
and together with the glove was tossed into the recess where they
were found and taken out by me in the presence of witnesses. No
other match was in the box-like recess of perhaps two and one-
half feet length, and the match found was among the remains of
the half-burned glove. Hence, whoever set this fire did it with a
match.

9.—1I found old bottles on beams in the kitchen which con~
tained three inflammable fluids, kerosene, turpentine and separator
oil. The last is practically odorless, burns readily on wet paper,
1s capable of going out or continuing if the paper dries before the
oil put on it 1s exhausted, and burns slowly or rapidly, according
to the circumstances. I do not say that this oil was used in some
of the fires; I only say that it was apparently available and would
account for some of the effects. For example, if ptaced on wood
or wet paper at the foot of the curtain it would burn slowly for a
time, and afterwards when all were assembled in the kitchen
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would, on reaching the curtain itgelf, suddenly flame up, as was
the case.

10.—While there was pains taken by someone to prevent the
actual lightings of the fires from being observed, they were also
designed to attract attention, not of the girl, but of the old couple.
Most of the fires were in the bed-room of the latter. The most
of the fires at night, when everyone was supposedly abed, were in
the kitchen adjoining the room of Mr. and Mrs. MacDonald, but
not in the dining room, where the light might at once attract at-
tention. In the unfinished chamber above the parlor, where the
girl slept, there were but two fires, one by the stairs, the other in
the casing directly above the room of the elder MacDonalds,
where the smoke would soon attract attention. The: vicinity of
the girl’s bed was avoided.

11.—The house, though oid and rude, is remarkably firm, It
is almost impossible for a 200-pound man to make the stairs
creak when stealing softly up and dowm, (I had Mr. McRitchie
try it). There is hardly a creak in the whole flooring. It would
be quite feasible, it appears to me, for one to come downstairs
and steal past the door of the old couple, either closed or only
slightly ajar (as was the custom) without anyone being the wiser.

A witness named McGillivray could not remember the order of
all the fires when thirty-eight occurred, but he remembered, he
testified, the order of the first six.

1. In parlor, the window curtain,

2. In dining room, wall paper.

3. In parlor, cardboard over stove-hole.

4. In dining room, wall paper.

3. Upstairs, rags.

6. In parlor, cushion on slats of bed.

This order seems suggestive when we consider that persons
were at times moving about looking for fires, and at times sitting
more or less together around the stove in the kitchen, Naturally,
attention after a particular fire would be particularly upon the
room where it occurred and it never occurred, so far as was testi-
fied, in the same yoom twice in succession. Then note, that the
sixth fire was in a cushion on the slats of the bedstead in the
parlor, a cushion which had been upstairs “ sometime before.”
Note particularly the *“ sometime.” That is, not immediately be-
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fore. And note also that the last preceding fire was upstairs so
that a person could, by coming down last, have brought that cush-
ion down unperceived.

Such, in outline, is the case for the causation of the fires. 1
am aware that 1 am disregarding the statement of one honest wit-
ness that he suspected the girl and watched her. 1 know too much
about the observational errors of persons under emotional stress,
strong prepossessions, and fixation of attention. I have sat ina
room with thirteen other persons of good intelligence, only one of
whom besides myself had training in the matters which we were
to see. Two of us independently made reports in perfect agree-
ment of all sorts of queer stunts performed in the near darkness
with a simple phosphorescent cloth; the rest thought they saw
spirit faces and forms, even though there was nothing to distract
their attention. Dr. Hodgson and Mr. 8. J. Davey long ago
demonstrated the errors of observation and confusion of memory
of persons of even high intelligence when the details of what
they have to observe are many and complex, and the matter is
new and strange.

The Mental Cousation Back of the Physical.

The layman thinks that if a sane person does a thing he knows
it and is responsible for it, that if a girl's hands set fires she is
doing it for mischief and “ is now laughing about it,” as a letter
received by me states.  But this does not necessarily follow. Two
possibilities remain, the first recognized by psychology, the second
supported by some evidence in psychical research.

1.—The girl had a form of hysteria and was in an aitered
state of consciousness, which she afterwards imperfectly, or not
at all, remembered. Such was the case with Esther Cox of Am-
herst. I have known other cases of setting fires in such a state,
It is not insanity, and it frequently passes away forever. The
girl’s age in this case somewhat favors the theory, and the fact
that within a year she has had strange " dream states,” from
which Mrs. MacDonald says it is hard to rouse her. Of course,
there is no blame attachable in such case. The frequent tellings
of stories in the neighborhood about queer happenings, such as
the loosing of cows, the disappearance of objects, etc., which are
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standard old beliefs, may have been an inciting cause and one
accidental fire and the resulting excitement, another. )

2.—The other theory would be that a discarnate intelligence
incited the childish consciousness of the girl—that it was a case
of obsession. This will be scouted, but in the light of many cases
observed by psychical researchers, it is not to be put entirely out
of court. Spirit possession is familiar to us from the New
Testament and those who accept it as a fact there, cannot be cer-
tain that it is never existent now. Has not the Catholic Church,
in days past, carried out exorcisms? Some modern cases tend to
support the New Testament affirmations about obsessing spirits.
And if there are such cases, the priestly exorcisms might reason-
ably succeed, whether by erecting barriers in the minds of the
victims or by actually awing the obtruding personalities. And if
there are such cases, this might conceivably be one, where the
girl's hand was influenced by a volition not her own. This is far
from being my theory, but if obsession is ever scientifically
proved, it would necessarily become an alternative one.

Now we turn to the phenomena of January, which are classi-
fiedasB 1:

The Sounds and Tactual Sensations of Messrs. Whidden and
Carroll.

Of course, I was not able to test these as 1 did the fires, since
they left no trace. But from similarity to other known instances,
only a small share of which I have already referred to,—and
from the occurrenice in them of the same indicia, which I am in
the habit of likening to the spectrum lines by which the presence
of a particular element in combustion is identified, I strongly
incline to think that we have here superphysical, or if you please,
occult phenomena.

1.—T'wo men heard a succession of sounds of a peculiar and
novel character, hardly describable as of dull thumps and foot-
steps. It was, therefore, a collective experience.

2—Mr. Whidden emphatically says that these sounds could
not have been made by the animals in the barn, rats or the wind,
with all of which species he is quite familiar, I have not been
able to talk with Mr, Carroll.
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same otherwise empty house a year before, and which made her
flee the house. These appear to be facts; explain them as you
may; only you must not form a theory that does not account for
all the facts,

Why did these experiences begin when Mr. Whidden occupied
the house? Because he happens to be that type of psychic in
whose proximity those types of phenomena can take place. That
I say only tentatively, but it appears certain that there is a rela-
tion between certzin species of phenomena and certain persons.

Why did Mr. Carroll have the same experiences? According
to this theory, because he was with Mr. Whidden. There were
periods when my daughter’s bed shook, as I have said. I could
put my hand on the frame and feel it shake, when I could detect
no movement on her part. Moreover, I could exchange rooms
and for one or two nights experience the shaking myself.

Why did not similar experiences recur during our period of
six nights? Because such phenomena are sporadic and we know
little of their laws. Perhaps the presence of certain other persons,
for instance, myself, disturbed or neutralized the forces, what-
ever they are.

There is one more point to come, that designated B 2.

The Automatic Writing by Mr. Whidden, March ro.

Some one recently said that the state of the person who writes
without conscious volition is undesirable, is akin to the state
of the sleep-walker, Well, this is true and it isn't, according
to circumstances and degrees. On one side, it is akin to sleep-
walking, and on the other side it is akin to the power by which
some persons deliver their most lofty oratory, or compose their
most beautiful music or poetry—the work that is called “in-
spired.” It may be only different ways of handling and cultivat-
ing peculiar capacity which makes one man an eccentric and an-
other a genius. Thus a * psychic”—that is a person who is
capable of automatic writing or other kinds of power, such as
is known as telepathic, clairvoyant, etc.—may be induced thereby
to become a crank or he may be stimulated to higher efficiency.
It my friend, Mr. Whidden, is “ psychical,” T am sure that with
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his character and good sense, he will not be harmed, but will
rather be helped by the fact. Goethe, the greatest literary light
of Germany, was a psychic to a degree, who was not ashamed to
tell his experiences. So were Dickens, the naturalist john Muir,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, and many another distinguished person.
If I could, by being a ' psychic,” write such literature as Mrs.
Curran has automatically written in her *“ Patience Worth,” etc,,
I would jump at the chance. That marvelous saint Jeanne d'Art
did her historic work because she was a psychic. Many of the
canonized saints appear by what is known of them to have pos-
sessed psychical experiences which fed them in holy ways. Mar-
tin Luther, who heard inexplicable sounds and saw an apparition
which he interpreted but did not prove to be a devil was, there-
fore, a psychic to that degree, but did not lose his practical
efficiency.

Automatic writing is carried on as an act by the subconscious
part of the human mind. The question is whether anything ever
is injected into that writing which transcends the subconscious
mind. This question has been answered by experienced scientific
students of the phenomena practically unanimously in the affirma-
tive. Then another question arises, whether that factor which
could not have originated from subconscious knowledge or chance
coincidence is from discarnate spirits.

All seientific experienced students agree that some automatic
writings are plainly from a subconscious mind alone.

All such agree that some automatic writings give no clue from
their contents whether they are totally from the subconscious
or not.

Practically all such agree that there exist automatic writings
containing a factor which could not have originated solely in the
subconscious mind, but which require either the spiritistic hy-
pothesis for its explanation, or the telepathic (trznsmission of
thoughts between living persons by other than the known chan-
nels) hypothesis strained to its utmost capacity.

The automatic writing produced by Mr. Whidden so unex-
pectedly to him and so dramatically, belongs to the second class,
that 15, [ should be unable from its contents to say whether or not
it all came from his subconscious mind, Although one correct
statement not within his knowledge was made, that is not enough
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be in operation. A professional man, whose work is widey
known, came to me to see if he was “ bug-house,” as he ex-
pressed it, and in a shamed manner laid before me two pieces of
script which I at once knew had the marks of 2utomatism. “ My
hand did this of itself,” he said. “ I want to know if 1 am getting
crazy.” It appeared that the purported communicator, 2 relative,
had lately died. 1 had an experiment with the gentleman. He
went into spontaneous trance, and the same “communicator”
wrote. Presently she named a man who she said was trying to
influence him wrongly, and expressed much concern. 1 asked
where he lived, and it was stated, “ He is on our side.” Sud-
denly the writing changed, the movements became vicious, the
pencil was Rung away, the features writhed, the eyes opened, and
for some moments the man glared at me in stony horror, then
passed into full consciousness. It appeared that he had seen a
viston of that dead man and for a little after waking had thought
I was he, The only reason I mention this case is because the man
was singularly ignorant of such matters, had never heard of ob-
session, yet the identical claim was made in his writing and sub-
jective experience that we have had in other quarters,

In a few words, 1 restate my findings.

The fires were set by human hands, but almost certainly with-
out guilt, probably in an altered state of consciousness and pos-
sibly influenced by a discarnate agency. The sounds and tactual
sensations experienced by Messrs. Whidden and Carroll were
probably supermormal experiences due to causes which psychical
research has not yet determined. The automatic writing of Mr.
Whidden was an absolutely valid psychological fact which pos-
sibly, though not yet probably, transcends the purely psycholog-
ical, and if so, would be in harmony with the suggestion that the
girl was temporarily obsessed. I have, as yet, no convictions on
the last point one way or the other, but I am glad to add this case
to the data under consideration.

One final word: Many statements and acts have been attrib-
uted to me in certain papers, and thence have become widely dis-
seminated, which have no foundation. There have even appeared
purported interviews with me which never took place.

One claim was that ] regarded the wireless wave theory of the
fires. I did not for a moment, though I entertain great respect
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for the proponents. And after I had examined the house, I knew
that the waves could not be responsible unless they were endowed
with intelligence to know when people were in the house, with a
dislike for wall area more than six feet and six inches high, with
shyness about breaking out into flames directly before witnesses,
and with capacity to carry sofa cushions down-stairs and to tuck
rags into pasteboard boxes and to set them on the floor.

I much prefer that my movements and opinions should be
sought by those they chance to interest in statements written and
signed by me.*

* | shall probably never again undertake an investigation under the auspices
of a newspaper, although there is nothing to complain of in relation to its
proprictor, but quite the contrary. The reason I did so in this case, apart
from avoidance of the large expense, was that I thought that by this arrange-~
ment only authorized reports would reach the public. Not being a prophet,
I had no expectation that this case, not a twentieth 23 important as some
others the Society had reported, would be followed, in a fashion, day by day
in nearly every newspaper in the United States and Canada, nor were any of
the party in our five days’ solitnde aware that this was taking place, and that
newspapers abroad were printing cabled data. On emerging, it was found
that no less than three long accounts had been spread abroad purporting to
have been written by one of the party who had never sent out a line, besides
z forged interview with me and one with Mary Ellen, attributing to her sen-
tences which she counld aot have formulated to save her life. A variety of
sayings and acts were ascribed to me widely at variance with the truth,
The very precautions which were taken to provide that only authorired
statements should go out by a responsible channel stimulated certain reporters
to violate the ethics of their calling by substituting guesses and sheer inven-
tions for the facts that they could not legitimately procure. Hence is indicated
the policy of giving signed statements, when publicity cannot be avoided, to
all comers alike.
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clearly that if he proved the resulting photographs supernormatl
his satisfaction would be at least equal to his satisfaction if he
proved them spurious. This is all that can be demanded of the
emotional attitude of any scientific investigator. More than this
tends to dim the mental retina and oscillate the chain of logic.

An article in the May Journal of the S. P. R, under the
caption which heads this article, tells what followed. Mr. Ding-
wall did his best, as the officers of the Society had previously
done, to secure sittings with the Crewe Circle, but without avail,
This does not seem particularly flattering to Mr. Hope, as such is
the course adopted by fraudulent mediums the world over when
approached by investigators of known skill, usually with the
plausible excuse that the investigator’s * vibrations ” would be
injurious. But even at that, the worst that could happen to
genuine phenomena would be their failure to take place, and no
sensible man would say that this proved that the phenomena had
not previously occurred. The cant about injurious vibrations is
probably folderol, but it is quite conceivable that the medium'’s
nervousness for fear that phenomena would not appear could put
his psychical machinery out of gear.

There is one way to avoid this contingency and that is to send
a man with the needful equipment who is unknown to the me-
dium. Repeated experiments have shown that results, whether
genuine or spurious, are not checked by any injurious vibrations
supposed to emanate, providing that the medium does not know
that the pryer is present. And most unprofessional psychics are
quite willing that the most ultrz-scientific investigator shall ex-
periment with them, though it may require gentle treatment and
several sittings to get matters well under way.

The sensible course was taken. Mr. Harry Price, a member
of the 8. P. R, a photographer of large experience, a member of
the American Society of Magicians, formerly Hon. Librarian of
the Magicians’ Club of London, etc., undertook the task for
which he was specially fitted. Failing to receive replies to the two
letters addressed to Mr, Hope, arrangements were made through
officers of the British College of Psychic Science, in whose build-
ing Mr. Hope often does his photographing. After two post-
ponements the date for the sitting was finally fixed for Febru-
ary 24th,
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Having been requested to bring a half dozen packet of 4
plates, either Imperial or Wellington Wards, on January 25th Mr.
Price visited the works of the Imperial Dry Plate Co., Ltd., and
discussed with its secretary how the plates should be invisibly
marked. The result was that the plates were exposed to X-rays
in such a way that on each after development would appear a
portion of the rampant lion trade mark of the firm. Four of the
plates put together would show the entire design, and the remain-
ing two would show variant portions of the design which, joined
to two retained by the firm, would again complete the pattern.
The packet was received as packed by the company, and placed in
the hands of the secretary of the S. P. R. to be kept to the date
appointed.

On February 24th Mr. Price, accompanied by Mr. James Sey-
mour, who also had knowledge of photography and trickery, pro-
ceeded to the British Psychic College, met Mrs. McKenzie, and
conversed with her agreeably, and then the visitors were escorted
to the studio and introduced to Mr, Hope and his assistant, Mrs.
Buxton, with whom there was more polite conversation. Mrs.
Buxton appeared to eye the packet with considerable attention.
perhaps because not used to have plates enveloped in a postal
wrapper. ‘This was removed and both Mr. Hope and Mrs. Bux-
ton examined the inner wrapper minutely, the latter asked if the
packet had been opened, received the truthful reply, “It is ex-
actly as 1 got it from the makers, wrapper and all,”” and satis-
faction seemed to reign. According to directions, the party
placed their palms on the table, with fingers interlinked, though
it appeared not to be necessary that Mr. Hope’s and Mrs. Bux-
ton’s should be joined continuously. * Nearer, My God, to
Thee,” was sung. Mr. Hope offered a Jong prayer. Mrs. Bux-
ton sang another hymn, the hands of all were arranged in a pile
with the plates in the center, Mrs. Buxton uttered a short prayer,
the Lord’s Prayer was sung, and another hymn ended the pious
ceremonies.

Then Mr. Hope went to the dark-room, leaving the plates on
the table. He brought out and explained his dark-slide, told in
what manner some people thought he played tricks with it, and
handed it to Mr. Price to examine. The latter marked it indefibly
on both sides. Whether or not Mr. Hope saw him do this is not
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5. As the plate without * extra "’ appeared to have an excel-
lent portrait of Mr. Price, he obtained permission to take it away.
It proved to be of thinner glass than those brought and given the
photographer and also to be of a slightly different color.

That a duplicate slide containing prepared plates was brought
by Mr, Hope and substituted at a supposedly favorable moment
created by calculated device seems to have been demonstrated.

Thus far the “replies” in Light and other spiritualistic
organs have been weak indeed. The favorite device is an insinu-
ation rather than a charge that Mr. Price effected a change of
plates himself in order to make out a case against Mr. Hope. L.t
us see what this desperate theory, if put forward, would involve.
In the first place, it is certain that a package of six invisibly
marked plates was taken to Mr. Hope on February 24th, in their
original trade wrappers and the postal wrapper over that, and that
on February 24th, four of these plates (the unused ones) were
taken away. It is certain also that one plate taken away, the one
with the extra, was not of those six, and that the plate from
which the other photograph was printed was not of the stx. Sub-
stitutions, then, took place in the studio, and the substitutions
must have been of the nature of conjuring. Now it is notorious
that it is the conjurer and not the spectator, the conjured, who
does the " steering,” that is, who directs just what shall be done.
It appears from Mr. Price’s account, and this is in agreement
with accounts given by other sitters, that it was Mr. Hope who
held the reins and did the steering. * Now do exactly what I tell
you,” was his injunction, and Mr. Price meekly obeyed. Again,
if one watches a conjurer sharply, he may not see the most im-
portant thing that is being done, but he does see that something
is being done. When the conjurer catches coins  out of the air
it is by a snatching movement, a misinterpreted one; he cannot
do the trick with hands held out motionless. When he causes the
coin to disappear from beneath the saucer he touches the saucer,
or at least makes motions as if of incantation. He is the active
one, the talker, who creates an opportunity, then profits from the
opportunity under pretense of doing something else. Had Mr.
Price attempted to perform acts such as we all expect of the de-
clared conjurer, in order, under the cover of a pretended casual
purpose, to exchange the slides, the man who said “ Now do
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exactly what [ tell you” would have known at once that some-
thing was wrong. Nor could a stranger well have succeeded in
foisting upon Mr. Hope another than his own familiar slide.

No reply has come from Mr. Hope himself! No conclusion
should be drawn from this, though hardly any other man in his
place, knowing himself to be innocent and deceived, would let a
day pass before publishing an indignant denial. He may be of a
peculiar psychological constitution.

At last accounts in Light, a gentleman, Mr. H. W. Pugh, has
put up a sum of money for experiments with both Mr. Hope and
Mrs. Deane under the general direction of the representatives of
the S. P. R., and on stipulated fair conditions. The Society has
agreed to the arrangement, and it remains to be seen if the
mediums accept.

i, ik‘l7 77'7
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Elizabeth stated that she feit that a certain John Reading was
dead as she had seen his figure several times recently. From Mrs,
Niles’ account it appears that John Reading worked for some time
on their ranch but that he left them about two months ago and they
have heard nothing about him since. The occasion of his leaving
was the arrival of several men in the neighborhood of the ranch who
told him that he was wanted for murder that had been committed
about a year before.

Ricaarp Hopeson,

In letter of June 9th, 1904, Mrs. Niles writes:

Maple St., Danvers, Mass., June 9, 1904,
Dear Dg. Hopcson !

« - « . She feit John Reading’s influence for three days, and told
me that “ he murdered the lady because he thought it was best for
her,” and Beth’s tears were hard to suppress. I am so sorry the
child must suffer in this unusual way. Can it not be prevented?

No one is sure that he was the murderer, as far as we could
learn, and 1 tried to make Beth feel he did not do the deed but she
says he did, and I do not know how to get any information on the
subject, even as to his death,

Yours sincerely,
(Mgrs.) A—— P— Niizs.

Maple St., Danvers, Mass,, June 13, 1904,
Dear Dr. Hobcson
. « . Beth is so busy with her plays among the children just
now—this paychic side is dormant for a few days, and I suppose it
is wiser not to awaken it in her? When she feels the * influence ”
again I will ask her to try and help John Reading and learn some
particulars for you.

1 myself do not feel that he has “ died.” He had a dreadful
temper—and frankly said he was " dangerous ™ when angry and all
the men were cautious, but | do not believe he would commit suicide.
Beth has told me that she heard one of the men who identified him
say that it was supposed that he murdered his rival and that the
young lady refused to marry John when informed of the suspicion
in regard to him. I understood Beth to say (when she was so much
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agitated about John's nearness) that he murdered the lady—but
she now says " he said he murdered the man because he thought it
was for the lady’s good.”

* * * »* * *

Yours sincerely,
(Mgzs.} A, P. Nies,

Hinsdale, Mont., Oct. 31, 1904,
Dear Dr. HooGsoN:

I have not forgotten that I promised to try to write you of the
psychical experiences we have had on the ranch at the times of
death of relatives or {riends,

If they should be of any service to you, may I ask you not to
mention my name in connection with them, as others of the family
would not like to have these matters known. They actually hap-
pened however, and many others.

* * * . *

(Mrs.) A. P. NiLes.

After my mother’s death early in the year of 1895, I was very
ill at the ranch for months. The doctor felt sure I could not rally
and at one time after a consultation, supposed my life was ended.

My husband was alone with me and heard me talking to mother.

It seemed to me, after a period of unconsciousness, that I left
my body and passed upward through a stretch of darkness into 2
beautiful light. The air was wonderfully sweet and pure. I ex-
claimed “ How beautiful!” Then from the left my mother ap-
peared, smiling so radiantly, to tell me of her happiness and peace.
1 felt that she told me T had work to do, that 1 must live on earth
longer, that my baby would be born in a few weeks, to be with us
onty a few months, and then go to mother. (My husband heard my
side of the conversation.) I grew better after that and did not
moum for my mother, Qur baby was born and was perfectly well
until the day before her death at three months old.

As a little child (three years old) Elizabeth talked to * baby
Alice " and seemed to play with her, sharing her toys happily with
the child I could not see.
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to send Gyp out of doors, and to ask the figure if it still remained,
if it wished us to know of a relative.

The dog could not be coaxed near the porch, and a puppy on its
way around the porch stopped, whined and ran away., Beth asked
the question and thought the figure shook its head but nodded when
asked if a friend had died. (The friend was a writer and a member
of a Theosophical Society.)

Vandalia, Mont., Nov. 10, 1904,
Dzax Dr. Hopcson :

Your letter came yesterday, and we will be glad to add state-
ments to the copies you may send us of the experiences. Mr. Niles
will add his words, but he is not in sympathy with this study, The
German maid is with us again and the friend will be with us for
Thanksgiving, so I think we can send you all the information you
wish, with the dates,

The house-dog was a bull-terrier; the puppy, a shepherd. Beth
has begun to write that account for you herseli, She sees the figure
of the monk very clearly at times, and can describe it for you

The friend in Chicago was Mrs. Fred Ashall, at one time when
in Denver a writer for the Women’s Club articles, Her death was
hastened perhaps by a severe operation—or more—for some in-
ternal trouble. T have written to her doctor in Helena in regard to
it, and will write to my brother in regard to my Aunt Julia’s death,
but like others of our family, he is opposed to psychical or occult
matters and he may not be willing to write of the conversation.

Very sincerely yours,
(Mgs.) A, P. NiLzes.

Vandalia, Montana, Nov. 28, 194,
DEear Dzr. Hopcson:

In answer to your questions in your letter of Nov. 5th, 1 enclose
Mr. Niles’s account of the Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4. Richard first spoke
of the “light” in 1901. My iather died on April 16, 1896, but I
have not the telegram. My aunt, Mrs, P , died July 29, 1901
and I think Miss Fowler’s death occurred the same day. They were
burted on the same day.
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My brother’s answer to my letter is also enclosed. His telegram
was sent to our address at Cascade, nine miles from the ranch, and
that week none of our men happened to go up for the mail. Great
Falls is in the opposite direction, so I did not pass the office on my
way to Great Falls when 1 went to see my brother,

Catherine’s statement is enclosed. The friend Mrs. Ashall died
in Chicago, Jan. 13, 1902.

Beth's account is not yet finished. We felt it best not to have
her devote time to these matters during the Thanksgiving prepara-
tions for guests and the holiday festivities but she will soon send
themn to you.

In regard to the Chicago house I do not believe I shall find any
written accounts among tmy papers. I wrote of them in letters at
the time, also spoke to my friends on that street of them at the time,

There were no mediums in the house while we were there—or
if there were—I never knew of them.

Very sincerely yours,
A—— P—— NiLss.

The following is the letter written to Dr. Hodgson about the
house and to which reference is made above.

Vandalia, Montana, Nov. 15, 1904.
Dear Dr. Hopeson:

The other day after your letter came, it occurred to Beth that
you might be glad to hear of a house we rented in Chicago in nine-
teen hundred. We lived there (-~ B5t., Chicago) for a month
(Oct. to Nov.) to be near some friends boarding near-by on that
same street.

A month in that weird peculiar place was full of strange ex-
periences of a low order and I have never cared to speak of it.
*“ Indian Guides,”” and * Irish Guide,” named “ Mike,” moving fur-
niture, rappings, cold draughts of air and * voices from nowhere,”
were not pleasant daily excitement. The widow of whom we rented
the house retained her front chamber for her own use and in it
kept her husband’s psychical library, his crystal magic mirror, black
screen, etc. Every medium (of any kind evidently) that had been
in Chicago for a dozen years prior to her busband’s death (six
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and in s case to especially good women insists that I must tell zall
Y know, Now ordinarily Sir, this is not difficult, but i this case
when something happens (which they tell me about) very often it is
not so easy.

I remember a most vivid occurrence where Mrs. Niles was sit-
ting at the piano and tumed to me saying that both her parents
seemed present and then another time when both our chifdren fol-
lowed a light which seemed to be carried by their baby sister who
has * gone before,”

These are strange things to me, but they are most real to mem-
bers of my family and the influence is most certainly one for good.

And so I, who cannot see these things, say to whom the veil is
thinner, Bless you all! and how beautiful it would be if that thing
which we term death does not separate us from the loved ones after
all and that some day the mind of the living shall have learned to
speak to minds of dear ones who howve bwved. Bidding you good-
night, 1 beg to subscribe myself.

Very truly yours,
H. H. Nirs.

Vandalia, Montana, Nov. 25th, 1904,

Mrs. Niles has told me that you want my statement of what
I know of Beth and Richard which I am glad to do.

Beth’s playing with Alice: I remember going into Beth's room
and Beth said she was playing with her sister Alice. Some even-
ings before she went to bed, she put her playthings and the doll in a
chair for her sister to play with over night.

Richard following a light: One day when I was alone with the
children in Beth’s room, Richard reached for a (Light) that Beth
could see, but I could not,

Beth telling about the Death of a dear Friend far away: Beth
saw a lady in black around me, holding a little baby. About 2 month
after, I received a letter from home, that had been delayed, telling
e about the death of my Godchild’s mother on that day.

Yours truly,
Carrering Fonk,

The following is the statement of Mrs. Niles’s brother about
the telegram and the incident regarding her Aunt Julia.
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Boston, Mass,, Nov. 19, 1904,

DEAR A~

Yours of the Ist received and I have tried hard to recall the
conversation in reference {o Aunt Julia's death, but my remem-
brance of it is so indistinct that it amounts to almost nothing. I
am sorry for if I could give a clear statement for you I would do so.
If you had told me, at that time, of Beth’s telling of it, it would have
impressed itself on my mind, but I must have considered it in the
light of a telegram gone astray or else undelivered and let it slip out
of my mind. . ..

The remainder of the letter was omitted in the report and so
no signature goes with it—James H, Hysvor.

e
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yard where the air, the flowers and the shrubbery were very re-
freshing. Of course, Mrs. B. was curious to hear all she could
about the “ affair  at our house, and asked me many questions, At
last, she said: “ Nell! I tell you what we will do, whichever one of
us dies first, promise to come back to the other, that is, if it is
possible.”

Neither of us knew anything about Spiritualism and I was
neither interested nor thoughtiul of any of these subjects. Indeed
I did not recall the incident until the phenomena I am about to retate
occurred. I cannot give the exact date. As nearly as I can remem-
ber, it must have been two or three years later.

Mrs. B. had been in delicate heaith for several years. Her
physicians disagreed as to the cause and though not confined to the
sick room she was very miserable. When at last she was stricken
with her last iliness, she was under nurses’ and doctors’ care for
several months,

The most intimate relation existed between Mres. B, and my
mother, and often during this time mother would leave her own
family and spend days at the B, home which was several miles from
where we then lived. It was one day after mother had spent a few
days at the B. home, she came home one evening quite encouraged
about Mrs. B.’s condition. They had asked the physician and with
his consent they were making plans to have her take a trip across
the continent as far as New York, thinking the change and the
journey would restore her to health. Mrs. B. was in the best of
spirits and they had been very jolly talking over the trip together.
We were all happy over the news that evening.

The following morning while I was dressing, our front door bell
rang. The door of my bedroom up-stairs was open into the hall at
the head of the stairway and [ heard our Chinaman answer the beil
and open the front door at the end of the long hall down-stairs. I
was at the extreme end of my large square room and turned to listen,
looking toward my open door into the hall. As I did so Mrs, B,
walked into the room through the door across to where I was stand-
ing. As she approached I heard her say distinctly: “ Let one most
loving of you all say: not a tear must o’er her face. He giveth his
beloved sleep.”

Then, for it all happened quickly, I stepped forward to my door,
some one was coming rapidly up the stairs to the first landing. There
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was an abrupt turn in the stair, so that it was impossible for me to
see this person, or the front door from my rocom. When I reached
my door, mother who had come out of her own room into the
upper hall was standing at the head of the stairs and Mrs. B's
young daughter was on the first landing coming up. Mother turned
to me and said: * Mrs. B. died in the night.”

Some years afterward I met her eldest daughter in a far distant
state. She was at that time an agnostic, I told her of this incident.
* It is strange,” she said,  those were the very words I telegraphed
Papa, when I received the news of mother’s death. Of course, 1
cannot believe you really saw Mamma, but if T should ever lose any
of my family I would investigate Spiritualism.” .

After this for several years I saw [her] and heard Mrs. B.s
voice speaking very plainly, and each time she would demonstrate
her strong individual traits, so that, though always taken by sur-

prise and unexpectedly, I never doubted her personality.
HewgNn J. CLARKE.

RN T LI
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The moring of July 4th I awakened with intense pain in that
eye. I arose and was on my feet when an audible voice distinctly
said: * The trouble is here and not in your eye; use hot salt and
water!” At the same moment I pressed my forefinger hard on a
small sore spot on my left side near the back, which hurt me so badly
that I shrieked aloud. I had not before been conscious of any sore-
ness anywhere about my person. 1 looked at the clock. It was just
half past four A, M. It surprised me so greatly that I heated some
water on the gas heater in the kitchen and obeyed orders. Ten min-
utes after the hot water and salt were applied to this spot in my side
the pain left my eye and has never returned.

The following day I saw my physician, one of the best in town,
and told him as I have you. He langhed and said: “ I bet I can
find that spot,” and he did, just as I had done. * Continue the hot
applications " and said: * We will treat this scientifically.,” He gave
me a series of X-ray electric treatments for that side and I have
had no further trouble. After a thorough examination he told me,
so far as he could see, there is absolutely no organic trouble, I
think he was disappointed.

In September, 1884, I was in Belfast, Maine. Our family were
in perfect health, living in San Francisco, that is, so far as I knew,
The evening of September 4th, I was standing in my romm, which
was lighted, combing my hair before the glass. [ was unusually well
and happy, having spent a very pleasant evening with friends. As I
stood there a voice perfectly distinct repeated that verse, * Pure re-
ligion and undefiled before God and the Father is to visit widows,
etc.” I remember I turmed half round and said, almost laughing,
** This is no time for preaching, old man.” The next meming at
eleven o'clock, Belfast time, I received a telegram from San Fran-
cisco saying my father died of typhoid fever September 4th and
would be buried that day at eleven o'clock. It was so sudden that
many of his friends did not know of his death for months after-
wards, He had always been a man of unusual strong health and
cheerfulness.

When these voices come to me it is always something important
for me to know, and they are as clear and plain as any human voice.
I have never connected any voice with any personality, you under-
stand. It is unexpected and always means something,

HELEN ]J. CLARKE.



462 Journal of the American Society for Psvechical Research,

BOOK REVIEWS.

Studics in Contemporary Metophysics. By R. F. Hoernir, Assistant
Professor of Philosophy in Harvard University, Harcourt, Brace &
Howe, New York, 1920, Pp. viii-341.

If the general public should take a sudden interest in metaphysical
speculation, I guess that journalists and publicists would write books on
philosophy as Mr. Hoernlé wrote his. Every chapter treats of some
subject vast enough to fIl the life of a constructive philosopher with
prospecta of researches, and there are ten chapters! We get the im-
pression that Mr. Hoernlé did not want his notes on his readings to be
lost to mankind, and, indeed, taking this book as a comgendium, which
spares reading, you will appreciate it, if you apply to these summaries
the criticism that should be applied to the original works, The author,
more faithful to the letter of his title than its spirit, has simply made an
academic digest of them. His own intervention consists of suggesting
proportionings, recipes for biending opposed theories and utilizing what
seems good to him in their divergent views. When he gets himself out
of the transcriptions of his notes, and speaks on his own part, he sets
to find out if x% of this theory and y% of that one would not do.
Nevertheless there is an ample proof throughout the book that the
writer is a scholar far above his own work, but precisely this justifies
some severity from the critic. Here is another defect: one would
think, on account of the style, the images and comparisons used, that the
aim is to afford an easy access to philosophical problems to the unin-
itiated. But this i3 only an appearance—a bad habit due to teaching—
for numerous are the places where such people would be utterly lost,
and which presuppose that the reader is a specialist; but how tedious
to him the remaining elaboration, for he will be the only one to ever
go through these pages. [t is like the lesson conducted by a teacher
when the headmaster, some trustees and college professors are attend-
ing : into his wording, supposedly meant for the children in front, he slips
things which can be appreciated only by the authorities and changes the
lesson inte a puerile recitation for these learned persons. This is aot
to he confounded with true popularization: for popularization must never
pass over the heads of the people for whom it is intended and who are
supposed not to know the particular technique of the science dealt with;
it requires from the scientist a real writing ability, for both thought and
wording must be recast anew, and worked out as is done by the novelist
or dramatist with his material. But this is not at all Mr, Hoernlé’s con-
tention. We shall omit details, A striking feature of his studies is the
opposition of extreme types of thought, These types are as old as hu-
man thought; they are of common knowledge; it is of little use to draw
again and again the picture of their absolute contradiction, which is an
abstract and schematic matter. The true object of a useful treatment
is to unearth the links which fasten z theory to its author, and its
epoch, and try to locate it in the genealogy of Thought!

While Mr. Hoernlé's treatment is saperficial, the planning of it de-
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salem,” while in Wiggin's pseudo gospel it was " 2 sort of ecclesiastical
throne ” for “a little church ™ ! (45-46)

Cur new apocrypha states that at the age of twelve, by * levitation,”
Jesus was taken from Jerusalem to Egypt in about three hours (it
must have surprised people on the road), was levitated back after six
years for the short period of thirty-six hours, then levitated again to
the Egyptian teachers “ with whom he had been during the seven years
of his absence.” No explanation of the mathematical mystery involved
is vouchsafed. (6i-62)

As the last statement favors Blavatsky so does the following seem to
imbibe from Mrs, Eddy: I would rather teach humanity the laws of
health, just now, than any other one thing.” (53)

Wiggin's jesus overestimates the time elapsed since his crucifixion,
* Between two and three thousand years I have traveMed the hilltops
of the spiritual world.” (27} Travelling the hill tops for so long a
period reminds me of a sentence which I once found in the letter of
an aspiring lady: “ O that { could be a missionary upon some lonely
mountaintop I”

Here is a gem of philological lore: “ The word pitris is rather more
of the Orient than of the Occident. It really is 2 very prominent word,
or rather, 1t has been in times gone by [perhaps in the lost Atlantis],
and the meaning of it is, as perhaps all of you know, * Spiritual an-
cestry.” (21-23) That “ perhaps all of you know " is really delicious.
So also is the sentence: “ There is a Latin phrase familiar to all, ves
des, vox populi” [sic], with the assvrance that the converse is also
true. * Pitris,” by the way, is an anagram of * spirit.”

The pseudo-Jesus at one meeting said, through * Dr. Wiggin,” “ ...
for a pence—what do you call yours? [here someone replied ““cent "]
—for a cent,” There is the queer assumption that the word pemce in
the King James Bible would be familiar to Jesus, though he needed to
be told the word cent. And & pence!”

Many quotations from the Authorized Version of the Gospels give
a flavor of verisimilitude, but are in striking contrast with the new utter-
ances. Odd that the alleged speaker could remember his olden utter-
ances a3 found in a transiation made 1500 years after his death, but
could not add anylhing new in the same style.

“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
“ Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest,” “ Behold 1 stand at the door and knock "—these and many
other quotations made from the gospels we recognize in their luminous
simplicity, the music of their per%ect style. Imagine the author of such
sentences going on to say: “ For that boy never could have become the
man that he was later, had it not been for this wonderful, marvellous,
constant, psychological spirituality, in the midst of which he lived
even as a thought before he lived as a physical expression.” (37)
“'Thought gzthers the material and properly co-ordinates it into dress,
for spirits are clothed upon, and in the spiritual kingdom there is
recognized the necessity of such an assemblage of things as will make
for the body clothing, for none in the spiritual world is allowed to
live undressed.” (186-187) Presumably, then, if 2 spirit ever dares to
take off his clothes for 2 moment, he is annthilated.—W, F. P,
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SCIENCE AND PSYCHIC RESEARCH.
By James H. Hysvor,

There is much misunderstanding in various quarters regarding
the relation between “ science ”” and psychic research, and conse-
quently much useless controversy. The conflict rests upon diver-
gent conceptions of ‘“scence™ and to some extent also of
“ psychic research.” Men are tolerably clear as to the subject
matter of psychic research, tho they differ in their attitude of
mind toward it. But there is a certain fringe of implication in
the terms, or the alleged phenomena, that causes the dispute. This
fringe is the residunm of historical associations centering in the
old controversy regarding the “ supernatural.” In a past age
both parties accepted a definition of the supernatural which easily
excited radical differences of opinion as to the processes of nature.
But in spite of this they did not escape the necessity of facing
certain exceptional facts in the cosmic order, and it would have
saved much heated and useless discussion, if they had remained
by the facts instead of trying either to vindicate the authority of
tradition or to defend the sufficiency of a limited experience to
explain the whole of nature.

Now psychic research is not bound by any traditional concep-
tions of the supernatural or by any limitations of experience arbi-
. trarily imposed. It will concede all you like regarding the defini-
tion of the supernatural and fall back upon certain verifiable facts
which have to be explained and which cannot be reduced either by
classification or causal explanation to the orthodox limits of ex-
perience. Suffice it to say that psychic research insists on the
existence of certain facts not within the range of ordinary causes,
whether or not the unusual causes can be determined. It merely
asserts that we have transcended normal experience as that has
hitherto been defined and it awaits solutton of the problems in-
volved. Any solution will mean either a modification of existing
ideas or a totally new conception of nature. Psychic research can
calmly await the decision of its critics. At some point they must
surrender, and it matters not whether they persist in the use of
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orthodox language or accept the heterodox conceptions of the
psychic researchers. The facts of psychic research have been won
and that is more than half the battle.

But the more serious source of misunderstanding and compli-
cation is in regard to the conception of science and of its method.
There is here a source of real difference of conception, one that
has much excuse for its existence and which shows the need of
calm investigation and conciliation. It will not be easy to make it
clear because it is so complicated and because the various problems
in the field of science have brought it into contact with issues
which it was not its primary claim to solve.

What we call “ science ” received the heritage of ancient phil-
osophy and, whether rightly or wrongiy, became chiefly interested
in the explanation of all things. But its break with the methods
of antiquity and tradition introduced into its method a new factor
which had not specially occupied the ancient mind. I refer to
evidentiol problems as distinct from the explanatory, compre-
hended in the various forms of causes. Moreover the situation of
thought at the time that science revived had an influence in de-
termining the field of its operations, more especially in limiting it
to physical phenomena, a limitation which is reflected in contro-
versy of the present day.

Intellectuat and practical situations often have as much to do
with the definition of terms as the facts which they are supposed
to name or indicate. It was the conflict between science and relig-
ion that did as much, perhaps more than anything else, to limit
the meaning of the word “ science.”” Moreover that conflict is
not of modern origin. 1t has subsisted wherever there has been
a difference of interests in the phenomena of nature. The scien-
tific mind, in antiquity the philosopher, has always indicated a
preference for the uniformities of nature and the religious mind
for the exceptions and the so-called miraculous. Law is the idol
of one and the unusual that of the other. When modemn science
arose, it did not lose the patrimony which the past had given it.
The religious mind had passionately devoted itself to the miracu-
lous which it embodied in the idea of a Supreme Intelligence di-
recting the cosmos at its will. It was so powerful that science had
to display some humility in claiming to investigate the cosmic
order at all. It obtained liberty to do se only on the avowal of
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not intending to assault religion. Whatever of conflict actually
existed, this had to be disguised or concealed. It obtained a grant
of territory on the condition that it remained only in the field of
physics, and this had a tendency to define both its dominion and
its method.

The first great incursion on theological beliefs was Copernican
astronomy, not the Reformation. Ptolemaic astronomy had in-
trenched itself in the theological scheme of salvation and could
not be disturbed as long as the priesthood controlled human be-
liefs. Copernicus first disturbed this system, but was not strong
enough in his time to save himself from persecution or the neces-
sity of recanting the doctrine. It triumphed in time, however,
and the effect was to dissolve the cohesion between astronornic
and theological dogma. This step once taken was the entering
wedge against the scholastic system. The Reformation pushed it
into the domain of theology and later developments extended it
over the whole field of religious thought, But the inception of
science, in order to secure any rights of investigation at all, con-
fined its territory to the study of physical phenomena and limited
its methods to those suitable for the investigation of such phe-
nomena. That is, science and the study of physical phenomena
became convertible terms. This conception of it still prevails in
many quarters.

It was only when method became a determinant factor in the
definition of the subject, as against mere physical content or terri-
tory, that the idea of science was extended to comprehend other
than physical phenomena. But in the first stages of its evolution
it was limited to the field of physics, and this predetermined the
method of investigation. This was the method of sense percep-
tion as opposed to philosophical speculation. 1t was empirical as
opposed to speculative, a posteriori as opposed to ¢ priori, induct-
ive as opposed to deductive procedure. Sense perception became
established as the criterion of truth.

The first consequence, perhaps coroliary of this position, was
the exaltation of the evidential question as distinct from that con-
cerning the nature of things. No more important idea ever seized
human reflection. The ancient philosopher, except in the never-
victorious schools of scepticism, was confident of the power of the
human mind summarily to solve all its problems and the audacious
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CONVERSAZIONE.

Psychical Researchers vs, Spiritualists.

“Referring to page 229 in the May Journal, I would like to ask
how, after all, the methods of Spiritualists and psychical researchers
in presenting evidence differ. Don’t both classes appeal to facts in
the same way (leaving out of consideration the religious services of
the former)?” A4.C, S.

The characteristic difference is similar to that between those per-
sons who, according to 2 statement of the chief of Scotland Yard
during the late war, kept discovering spying which they generally
failed to prove, and the detectives, whe only occasionally found a spy
but frequently proved him to be such. Granting that * ocenit ” facts
exist, it is certain that " normal " facts are often mistaken for them,
That psychical researchers as a class are more critical is admitted by
Spiritualists, and even asseverated with emphasis and in the tone of
complaint and reproach.

It may be well to give a concrete example, My eye falls on an
article in one of the leading Spiritualist papers, out this very day
(July 1). The article is a column and a half fong. The caption,
* Young Woman’s Death Predicted by Spirit,” and the tone of the
whole article, are eloquent with the conviction that the case is impos-
ingly evidential. In part, the statement is that of a lawyer, which
rouses expectation. Let us make a just summary of the facts and
see what the evidence was which so much impressed a Spiritualist
Church, the lawyer officer of a Spiritualist Church and a leading
Spirituzlist paper,

1. In January a daughter of the pastor of the church was taken
ill and remained ill until her death in May.

2. On a certain occasion, the young woman’s father was en-
tranced before a company of his people, the address through his lips,
but purporting to be from a spirit, was stenographically recorded,
and in the course of it the prediction was made * that the death of
his child was near at hand.” So the lawyer affirms, and when we
read the part of the address which is printed, we find that the state-
ment is correct. The actual words were “ We realize now that very
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close at hand is the call that shall take into the world of spirit one
very dear to his soul,” and there is no question that the reference is
to the daughter,

3. The death occurred within 48 hours after the statement was
made.

This is the whole case, on the affirmative side. The Spiritualist
points to the fact that the event was foretold and that within two
days it took place, and asks if it 1s not wonderful! This is the char-
acteristic Spiritualist way of dealing with evidence, even when a
Spiritualistic lawyer reports it.

But the psychical researcher, while he cheerfully admits that all
the judges in the land assembled could not prove that this was not a
spirit prediction, nevertheless maintains that there is not a single fact
in the statement as made which even tends to prove that it was.

The justification for this statement is found in (1) express ad-
missions in the prefatory account and the trance address, which are
duly reported but which do not seem at all to attract Spiritualist
attention, and (2) silence regarding particulars which appear not to
possess importance from the Spiritualistic point of view, but which
possess much in the view of psychical research.

1. The young woman had been ill nearly five months.

2. She had been very ill, for the trance address says that her
father had hoped in vain to receive from the other side “ assurance
that the life of his loved one, as it is ordinanly understood, would
conguer death.”

3. The father, whose lips gave out the message, knew that she
could not live, for the address contains the words * He has imown
that it must come for a long time.”

4. Not a word is said to assure us that no outward change for
the worse had that very day, perhaps, come. Not a2 word to shut
out the possibility that the doctor had told the father that his
daughter might die any day, could not live a week. This may not
have been so, but the Spiritualists did not sec that it was a fact im-
portant to determine before presenting the case as evidential. The
message did not say that she would die within 48 hours, It only
affirmed that death was * very close at hand,” and 2 week or even
ten days comes within the limits of that expression.

For the reasons that the girl had been ill a long time, that she
was very ill, that she was known to be fated to die, that no testimony
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is given of the absence of reasons to believe that the end was very
near, and finally for the reason that the father could easily have
formed at least a subconscious judgment to that effect which came
out in automatic script and which had much liketihood of being ful-
filled, the psychical researcher is compelled to conclude that the case
is not evidential in the least.

Baut it is evidence to a Spiritualist lawyer and a leading Spiritual-
ist journal.

The profound depths of logical befuddlement to which the Spirit-
ualistic cast of mind can descend may be illustrated by a note, printed
in the same paper, May 27th, 1922

I want to thank your good paper and Mr. Keeler for the message
contained in The Progressive Thinker of Apnl 29, from Ray F, Liv-
ermore to his son, Dr. Frank Livermore. However, my husband, Dr.
Livermore, has joined his father in the summer land some four
months ago, While we knew his father was with us, guiding and
directing us, it is indeed gratifying to receive a message, Thanking
you again for the message and with kindest wishes for your contin-
ued success in spreading this wonderful truth,

—GLENNA S. LIVERMORE.

It would have been quite easy to have posited a solution of the
problem why the father sent a message to his son three months after
the latter died. We could guess that the son went to some other
sphere or plane and his father had not yet encountered him and had
been too busy to learn that he had left the earth. But the lady is
capable of picturing her husband as actually having “ joined his
father in the summer land,” and his guiding and directing us " on
earth and yet not being aware that his son was with him and had
left those whom he was guiding on earth, after three months’ enjoy-
ment of the son's society |

Please distinctly understand that T am not charging, and 1 do not
think, that no Spiritualists understand what evidence and logic are
better than is indicated in the two cases cited, But there is no organ
of the cult in the land known to me which will not print such stuff,
and the average evidential standard of adherents is not high. That
there is a characteristic difference between psychical researchers and
Spiritualists in this respect is sufficiently indicated by the fact that
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the latter cotnmonly allege that the former are sceptical and “ out to
disprove " simply because they are cautious and painstaking.

What I assert is also asserted in substance by the intelligentsia
among the Spiritualists themselves. A writer in The National Spir-
ituelist for June 17th, 1922, thus expresses her disgust at what she
commonly sees and hears.

Often the position of Spiritualism is erroneously established in a
community by the vagaries, the crudities of undeveloped mentalities
—the senseless jargon of those whe, having felt a “ chill ” and having
visions of cheap notoriety or golden harvest, go forth as the
anointed. * * ¥

One sister is called before another to give messages or to “ lec-
ture.” The aggrieved “ pulls out ”; starts a new society, which, per-
haps like Mr. Finnigan's turnip, for a while “ grows and grows,”
then runs to top. Lecture! In the vernacular of the funny page,
* Oh, ye guides!”

The average audience will listen awe-struck to the most puerile
utterances, the veriest drivel, if the speaker’s eyes be closed in the
self-delusion of trance. This much for the inordinate demand for
phenomena. The speaker addressing an audience from a normal
standpoint, speaking for the sacred truth of Spiritualism from knowl-
edge acquired by study, by experience, by reasoning processes of
analysis and deduction, may speak to vacant minds and locked hearts.

We hear speakers apologize for the time they give to exposition
of the philosophy and religion of the cause they represent. 1 will
speak briefly; I know you want the phenomena.”

Of course we want the phenomena. The phenomena are the
foundation of Spiritualism. But why cater to greed? Why deliber-
ately draw the veil to obscure a shining countenance? Week after
week we see the same eager seekers after knowledge put up ques-
tions relating to material matters, demanding messages from their
“ dear loved ones” which shall advise them as to trivial subjects.
. %

The horde of the disgruntled is another impeding force in the
growth of Spiritualism. Everywhere one goes is the cry for the
truth of our assertion—there is no death. And anyone—or nearly
everyone—who shivers and shakes, concludes shivering and shaking
constitute mediumship, and following after Mark, whose watchword
was " straightway,” proceeds to demonstrate that “there is no
death,” * * *

Another discerning Spiritualist, in the same paper and issue, re-
views the queer book called The Twentieth Plane.
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There never has been such a group of persomalities from the
spirit side gathered together at one time, and there never will be.
Lincoln, Emerson, Whitman, Ingersoll, Coleridge, Wordsworth,
Shelley, Shakespeare, Spinoza, Disraeli, Hubbard, Aristotle, Socra-
tes, Plato, Pythagoras, Sappho, Tennyson, Voltaire, and many
others, blithely frisk through these pages. As a final flourish Jesus
contributes an address.

It is a crime against these great names to publish such stuff as
corning from them. There is not one line in the book that is evi-
dential, The only assumed spirit that seems anywhere nearly natural
is * Shelley.” At times his tone rises to the height of “ Queen Mab.”
There is not a syllable even here to indicate identity. But the ef-
fusions of all the rest are simply pitiable. If the mixture of controls
and subconscious minds which rattled off this stuff to the chimes of
great names didn’t know any better, the editors should have.

As every scientific Spiritualist knows, the Cosmography of the
Spirit World that is set forth in this book is pure fable. There is no
* twentieth " plane, nor * fifth " plane, nor any other plane, in the
sense used in this book—any more than there is a twentieth plane in
musicor art. * ¥ *

Amid the deluge of drivel in these days, both spoken and written,
let all real Spirtualists leam to pray: God save us from our
friends'—M. A, B, )

e
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BOOK REVIEWS.

Elements of Psychical Phenomena. By Hxrgw C. Laumsgar,igar,

The " Elements of Psychical Phenomena” by Helen C. Lambert,
1921, i3 a booklet of 28 pages of clear, simple, succinct statements re-

rding various types of psychic experience and the terminology in use
in psychic research denoting such experience. The writer of the little
volume speaks from the angle of personal understanding of almost all
the matters in the book. She can therefore throw light that no mere
investigator can upon the subject she treats. She has long been known
to the A, 5. P, R. as a careful experimenter and records of her ex-
periences and materizl of hers appeared in some of the early publications
of the Society. Her new bocklet supplies just the nced we have long
felt for a brief resumé of psychic research up to the present time, and
is useful for strangers to the subject and beginners m the study. It
is hard to see how it could be improved upon except in two or three
statements as to matters of theory and still in debate, which are repre-
sented as settled. Members of the Society will find it useful for distri-
bution to those who have an intelligent interest.—G. O. T.

Spiritualism: s Present-Day Meaning: A4 Symposium. Edited by

Hunreey Carrex. Pp. 187, London, 1920,

This volume is a collection of short articles by a great number of
petsons (of whom the majority are English) in reply to a series of
questions sent out by the Editor. These questions ate:

1, What, in your opinion, is the situation as regards the renewed
interest in psychic phenomena?

2, In your view does this psychic renewal denote—

(A) A passing from a logical and scientifc (deductive) to a
spiritual and mystic (inductive) conception of life? or,

(B) A reconciliation between the two, that is, between science and
faith?

(A) For, or

{B) Against, human survival?

3. What, in your opinion, is the most powerful argument?

4 What, in your opinion, is the best means o%uorganizing this
movement in the highest interest, philosophical, retigious and scientific,
of the nation, especially as a factor of durable peace?

The book is divided into two parts, Religion and Science, each of
which contains divisions and subdivisions. FEach subdivision is written
by a person selected by the Editor for some reason best known to him-
self, and it is here that the contributors attempt to answer the ques-
tions put to them, The majority of those questioned being incompetent
to express any opinion have naturally found great difficulty in writing
intelligent answers. Anyone can answer any question, but the walue
of the answer depends on the writer's knowledge of the subject in
dispute. In England the greatest confusion appears to exist between
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also pan-psychic, and as against pragmatism upholds the independent
existence of values and ideals. ’IP the realistic basis, Professor Eno
adds psychic atomism. Electrons are composed of *psychons” or
units of awareness; and these latter are composed of entities like uni-
versals, logical propositions, numerical series, and ethical values,
(p. 138).

Of course, if this hypothesis were true, a contact with non-material
beings would be mare easily explained than on current thegries, as
well as telepathic awareness of each other by various psycho-com-
plexes. It is curious how nearly this theory, worked up from a
scientific angle, corresponds to certain Rosicrucian and theosophic
teachings. There are difficulties in explaining space-perception, the
senses, and psycho-physiological relations in atomistic terms; but so
there are for the current theories. Why should a quantitative differ-
ence in the atoms of two substances result in qualitative differences
in the compounds?

Professor Eno regards the question of survival as an empirical one.
Nevertheless the fact of survival, if proved, would be entirely con-
sonant with his system. He says (pp. 173-74): " Now indubitably
Activism has a place for personal survival. For a psycho-kinetic unitary
complex could perfectly well exist in possession of its various activities
whether or not it also formed, or were in correlation with, an electronic
or atomic complex upon the planes below. (Professor Eno places ab-
stract emtities at the top of the scale and physical organisms at the
bottorm, )

“ Such an awareness complex would, of course, presumably be cut
off (although even this does not necessarily foﬂow) from the charac-
teristic activities of the lower planes but it would not be cut off from
relations to the activities of its own plane or the planes above. Its
total activity—its life—might conceivably be as full, or fuller than in
that form in which we know it here. As an awareness complex it
would conceivably still be in relation to other awareness complexes
—discarnate, or possibly under peculiar conditions, incarnate—as well
as be entirely aware of its own intensive changes”™

Whatever logical or psychological objections may be made to Pro-
fessor Eno's theory, and his attempt to reduce qualitative differences
to quantitative, or at any rate to measure the former by the latter,
this brief essay has the merit, not always found in current philosophical
discussion, of being refreshingly clear and concise,—Prescorr F, HaLL
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ANNOUNCEMENT AND COMMENT.

A Noteworthy Discussion.

The publication of Traité de Métapsychique by Professor
Richet is being followed by an amicable discussion between him
on the one hand, and Sir Oliver Lodge and Dr. Geley on the
cther. Readers may learn Richet’s position by reference to pages
416-418 of the August Journal. In this issue is printed his re-
joinder to Lodge, translated for the Journal by Sir Oliver, and
the reply of the latter, Later we shall present a considerable
portion of Dr. Geley's argument. Professor Richet’s book will
be reviewed for us by Dr. Henry Holt.
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ON THE SPIRITISTIC HYPOTHESIS.

Proressor Ricuer's RepLy 1o Sir Oriver Lobce.

In the Revue Métapsychique for June, 1922,
(Translated for the Journal by Sir Oliver Lodge.)

My illustrious friend, Sir Oliver Lodge, has explained with
remarkable precision the spiritistic hypothesis, separating it from
vain credulities and keeping to what is essential. And I am sure
that he will pardon me if after having read and meditated on this
article and on his other writings I am unable to share his opin-
ion. But after all it is the facts that matter. The theories that
we can construct on these facts readily lend themselves to diverg-
ences more or less profound. The essential thing is that the facts
themselves shall be accepted: and here both Lodge and [ are in
complete accord. The whole assemblage of facts, whether one
calls them spiritistic, or occult, or metaphysical, is true, authentic,
and indestructible. Whatever may be the errors, illusions, {rauds,
—and there is a great number of 2ll these—there remain some in-
disputable and authentic phenomena, before which every kind of
authority will ultimately have to bend.

Now then we come to their interpretation, or rather to the
conclusions which one can draw from these experimentally estab-
lished facts.

According to the spiritistic hypothesis everything is relatively
simple. The personality of the dead is not extinguished by the
death of the hrain. The consciousness of George Pelham re-
appears when Mrs, Piper speaks, that of Raymond Lodge when
Mrs. Leonard and Feda are there, that of Myers when Mrs. Ver-
rall writes. The hypothesis is clear and bold. It is based upon very
striking resemblances which can be summarized by saying that
the words of George Pelham, of Raymond Lodge, of Fredenc
Myers, are almost exactly what they would have pronounced if
they had been living among us. There appear also reminiscences
so personal, phrases so characteristic, an ensemble so coherent,
that the simplest hypothesis is fo suppose the survival of their
personality.

It must be understood in saying this that I do not take into
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account the innumerable absurdities, which often occur through
the voices or in the writing of medinms, and which by themselves
might make the spiritistic theory impossible to defend. To dis-
cuss the question loyally, one must attend to the most serious
cases,—those in which facts that only the dead knew are conveyed
through the medium. These cases exist. They are not numer-
ous: they are indeed rare. But their frequency does not matter.
Even a few well-established would authorize the hypothesis of
survival.

I say authorize, 1 do not say justify, for other explanations
than survival appear to me possible, indeed probable, and it is
precisely here that I dissent from Lodge.

To choose an example, a medium indicates with precision that
a certain photograph has been taken, and adds a characteristic
detail: the hand of one of Raymond's comrades rests on his
shoulder, At the time when these words were said, no one in
Fngland could know that such a photograph had been taken, still
less that it contained this characteristic detail.

Here, then, is the fact. It is evidently not attributable to
chance. What, then, can we deduce from it? Either that Ray-
mond Lodge has returned, or that the medium, endowed with
lucidity and clairvoyance, has spoken of this photograph because
she got the notion of it, as she gets the notion of other real things,
somehow, without the necessary intervention of any particular
discarnate person.

Now this second conclusion appears to me much more admis-
sible than the first, because it necessitates no hypothesis at all. A
knowledge of reality by avenues other than the normal senses is
an indisputable fact. Clairvoyance, lucidity, second-sight, crypt-
asthesia exist,—the word matters little. But in order not to fall
among adventurous suppositions, I shall not go into the question
of a hereafter.

And I can give reasons why I cannot go into that question.

I. The argument that the medium merely says: “1 am
George Pelham,” * 1 am Frederic Myers,” “ I am speaking with
Raymond Lodge,"—this argument is of no value, for all mediums
have an iavincible tendency to personify such and such an indi-
viduality. They imagine this personality, or one imagines it for
them; for one can fabricate for them imaginary personalities ad
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Libitum. They accept everything. Nothing then is more rational
than to admit this personification. But if one once admits the
possibility of imaginary personification,—and it is impossible not
to admit it, for there are thousands of proofs, and the experience
can be repeated as often as one will—the intervention of an
unconscious personality becomes altogether superfluous and
gratuitous.

In other words in order to believe that the consciousness of
George Petham has survived, it does not suffice that Mrs. Piper
makes that affirmation to me, and even if after having said “1
am George Pelham,” she goes on to report facts known only to
George Pelham, that also will not help me, for the unconscious-
ness of Mrs. Piper knows a quantity of things which her senses
have not told her of ; and by her lucidity she can attribute them
to the personality of George Petham which she has imagined.

Lodge says that “ lucidity ” is only a word. Alas, yes, it is
only a word: but it is a word that indicates a fact, a phenomenon.
Assuredly it is not an explanation. Words do not explain phe-
nomena, they formulate them. When I say * vision” I am not
explaining vision. 1 am signifying that light striking the eyes
provokes a reaction in the consciousness and a visual perception.
So also if I say “ cryptaesthesia ”” 1 indicate that our intelligence
is informed by some unknown vibration that such and such phe-
nomenon is occurring at a distance,

I repeat it. If anyone is going to deny this lucidity, it will
certainly not be Sir Oliver Lodge. He does not doubt that he has
proved it a hundred times, a thousand times: but instead of at-
tributing it to a living human intelligence, he attributes it,—at
least in certain exceptional, rare cases—to the intelligence of a dis-
carnate person who has returned.

1I. Lodge reproaches me for making a fetish of the brain,
that is to say, for considering cerebral integrity as a necessary
condition for memory.

Well, I avow it without shame. [ do not believe, unti! there
is proof to the contrary, that there can be any memory without
brain: for the phenomena of memory are so exactly parallel to the
physiological conditions of cerebral life that dissociation appears
to me impossible, Just as the light emitted by a lamp 1s a func-
tion of the quantity of carbon which is burned and of the integ-
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rity of the organs of the lamp, so also conscious memory is a
function of cerebral integrity and of intercerebral physiological
combustion. When the heart stops, memory ceases; that is
“ syncope.” When oxygen is insufficient, memory disappears;
that is “ asphyxia.” When chloroform poisons the nervous cells,
memory is extinguished; that 1s “ anwesthesia.” This is true of
the memery not only of man but of all animals; for the human
cerebral apparatus is not essentially different from the cerebral
apparatus of a dog or a squirrel, even of a tortoise or a frog. To
whatever extent the cerebral apparatus becomes more compli-
cated, the intelligence becomes vaster, the memory more extended
and more prolonged: but at bottom there is always acting a
nervous mechanism, provided by organs which may be more and
more perfect, but which are analogous in principle. The memory
of a dog and the memory of a man are phenomena of the same
order; but the increase in complexity of the cerebral apparatus
causes the results to be more and more complicated.

Lodge says that memory survives death. But what proof can
he give except the affirmation of mediums that they are bringing
the imperfect reminiscences of certain people. On the other hand
all physiological and psychological experiments demonstrate a
narrow and inexorable parallelism between memory and cerebral
life,—all, all without exception. The connexion is so intimate,
so constant, that it would need very formidable proofs to make
me say that here there is no relation of cause and effect; just as
it would need formidable proofs to make me declare that one can
get light from a lamp when the lamp is broken,

I11. The comparison with a musician who has no instrument
is ingenious, but, alas, does not affect me. For I have no reason
to believe in the musician! I only know the instrument, an instru-
ment which is like an automatic piano, frightfully complex but
actuated in such a way that under the influence of an exterior
impulse the hammers play such and such a melody. The differ-
ence between automatic music and cerebral life is only that in
cerebral life there is consciousness, while there is none in auto-
matic music. But the fact of conscicusness, whether absent or
present, in no way changes the automatic character of the
phenomenon.

As for melody it exists in itself, independently of music and
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of consciousness. When one says: every effect has a cause, one
announces a truth which is anterior to all human existence and
which has nothing to do with any personality whatever, whether
surviving or not. A thought which has emanated from a brain
spreads out in every direction like the light of a lamp in space.
It is a vibration which lasts for a short time and is then
extinguished.

IV. But I will not further prolong this negation of the spint-
istic theory, for I know too well what astonishing and rapid trans-
formations can occur in science. Although all may be stll
obscure, and profoundly obscure, progress is rapid: and 3t is
almost as imprudent to deny as to affirm. The future, the im-
mense future, is open.

At the same time at present we must recognize, it seems to me,
that the spiritistic theory is terribly fragile. It has against it the
exact parallelism of brain and memory, as well as the evident
animality of the human intelligence. In its favor are only two
very feeble supports; first the affirmation of mediums that they
are controlled by such and such personality, and then their pro-
duction of reminiscences and information specially appropriate to
the dead person. And even so we have to make an exceptional
choice and selection from the documents and best records, for
good observations are extremely few. They are apt to be lost
amid a cruel jungle of futile ridiculous phrases, religious rather
than scientific.

So then, until the beginning of a proof has been brought to
me, I shall regard the spiritistic theory as a working hypothesis,
convenient and perhaps useful for the study of the phenomena,—
but nothing more, Lodge believes that the spiritistic theory is
true. I believe that it 1s neither demonstrated nor probable. But
that does not hinder either of us from making the same experi-
ments: for neither Lodge nor 1 are accustomed to make ex-
periments in order to justify or condemn any theory. We ob-
serve and we experiment in order to know and to understand.
Where this research will bring us we neither of us can divine.
What we know, both of us, and very strongly, is that we shall
conform to any acquired results: for we are both ready to adopt,
wholly and resolutely, whatever corresponds to experimental
truth,
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THE HYPOTHESIS OF SURVIVAL.

A FriexprLy CoMMENT ON Pror. RICHET'S ARTICLE BY SIR
QOuiver LopGE,

It is a comfort that my good friend Charles Richet and I are
agreed about the main facts, and only differ as to their interpre-
tation. But let me eliminate at once from the facts bearing on
that interpretation any bare assertion made through a medium,
such as, “ I am George Pelham, etc.” Of course I entirely agree
that any such bare affirmation carries no weight whatever. The
conviction of persistent personal identity is not borm of mere
assertions. I am accustomed of late years to get a large number
of messages sent me from different parts of the world, purporting
to come from my son Raymond: but I do not accept them as so
coming. They do not bear his stamp: and the likelihood of per-
sonation is never absent from my mind. Moreover when 1 have
an opportunity of catechizing him about the most reasonable of
such messages, he repudiates most of them; though a few here
and there he accepts as genuine to a certain extent, though he says
they only partially convey what he intended to say.

Conviction of personal identity is a slow growth, not based
upon any one instance, but gradually built up from each occur-
rence of the display of specific knowledge appropriate to that
person alone, and still further strengthened by the slight nuances
and personal traits,—difficult to exhibit in print—which are char-
acteristic of the individual, and which make the same kind of im-
pression as is made normally by the bodily presence or speech or
writing of a well-known friend, If Prof. Richet were to ring me
up on a telephone and if I could hear his voice and a few of his
characteristic and delightful exclamations, I should not eastly sup-
pose that a clever impersonator was at the other end of the line.
But the proof would not be crucial even then, for dramatic im-
personation is a possibility. And still less would it be crucial if
the communicator had to dictate what he wanted to say to an
operator or amanuensis, so that I only received the substance of
his message. I mention these two possibilities of evidence be-
cause both kinds have actually occurred in my conversations with
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How this influence is exerted we do not know. But we do know
that if the mechanism is injured the influence ceases. A very
little poisoning of the transmitting nervous fibres will interrupt
communication. So will a section or a bad leak in an Atlantic
cable. By that means indeed, in the early days of cable-laying, all
communication with the cable-laying ship suddenly became im-
possible. ‘The ship might have sunk or gone out of existence.
But that was not the natural hypothesis : it was not the supposition
made by those on shore. They worked on a simpler supposition,
that something had gone wrong with the medium of communica-
tion or with the apparatus on board the ship. And their optimism
was justified, for in time, through a repaired cable, communica-
tion was restored; until to-day the miracle of 1857 and 1865 has
become a commonplace to which few give a moment’s thought.

Still the mode of connection between Mind and Matter is an
unsolved philosophic problem. Richet is satisfied with the idea
of psycho-physical parallelism. [ am not. I need actual inter-
action,—not parallelism—nor yet epiphenomenalism. Mind and
Matter are constantly operating on each other, and the controlling
influence is mind.

* Spiritus intus alit, rotamque infusa per artus
Mens agitat molem, et magno se corpore miscet,” *

* Spirit animates everyvthing, and, permeating every part,
Mind governs matter and blends with the majestic whole.

Virgil's is a true interpretation of familiar fact, and 2 bald Ma-
terialism is incomplete as a philosophy.

Richet cannot accept my mind and brain analogue of the
musician and his instrument, for he * cannot accept the musician.”
The instrument he requires for the analogy is not a violin or a
piano, but a pianola, self-driven or at least self-guided, producing
the music automaticaily, He appears satisfied with the doctrine
of animal and human automatism, attributed to Descartes, and
supported on at least one important occasion by Huxley,

All analogies are necessarily defective, but if I had seriously
to contemplate his illustration of the pianola, 1 should have to
ask: How did the roll of paper get into the instrument, and what
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perforated its holes? The reply would be: Another machine.
Granted. But what arranged the sequence and co-existence of
the perforations? Is there no Bach or Beethoven ultimately be-
hind it all?

But if worked thus the analogy would lead us not into the
philosophic question of the relation between Mind and Matter,
but into the more extensive region of Theology. I do not shirk
that region, but it is outside the bounds for our present purpose.
So 1 content myself with maintaining that a violin is incomplete
without the performer, that a high-speed motor-car without a
driver is but a blind fury, and that the element of Mind and Guid-
ance runs through not only humanity but the animal and in some
sort the vegetable kingdom also.

Do I then look for survival of personality in those kingdoms?
No, not unless personality really exists in them. You cannot
have survival of a non-existence. The element of individual
character and personality seems specifically human, though it may
be found to some extent in the higher animals. For the rest, the
guiding and directing principle that we call Life need not necessar-
ily involve such an element of individuality as would call for in-
dividual perrnanence. Persistence as 2 whole, yes. Continuity,
yes. [ do not believe in any reality going completely out of ex-
istence. Just as energy may exhibit itself in protean form, may
be handed on from one object to another without loss, and may
interact with another and another frame of things for ever, so it
seems to me likely that life too in its lower forms may be con-
served, and may construct and control the mechanism of body
after body, without necessarily gaining any such element of
identity as would justify the idea of the probable persistence of
each individual. The element of persistent personality makes its
appearance at a higher stage.

But now I am travelling too far afield, and entering on thorny
topics on which differences of opinion are likely and legitimate.
I have enough to do to seek to endeavor gradually to convince
Professor Richet, and after him a number of eminent scientific
Materialists, that their philosophy is defective, and that Mind in
its essence is independent of the material organism which it con-
structs and uses. Although, admittedly, without the loan of an
organism of some kind, without, let us say, some form of ecto-
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plasm which it can mould to its requirements, it is unable to make
its existence known to us here and now while we are so closely
interwoven with Matter and limited to our animal-derived senses
for all direct perception,

Qur outlook on the universe is very partial and obscure.
Most of our studies have lain in the material direction, and the
discoveries of the nineteenth century have almost all been con-
cerned with Matter and its myriad properties. Brilliant indeed
have been the results, but they are not exclusive of another line
of inquiry. We now not only have Matter to deal with, but the
Ether also: and what the bearing of this great entity is on the
problems of Life and Mind remains for the twentieth century to
discover, It is an entity which makes no direct appeal to our
present senses, and yet which is substantial to a degree far beyond
the substantiality of any atomic or molecular structure. That
Life and Mind interact with the Ether I feel instinctively con-
vinced, and I surmise that it is indirectly through the Ether that
they are able to act on Matter. But all this is speculation: at pres-
ent, and I only mention it here to show that I am not averse from
Life having a physical vehicle of some kind, something more gen-
eral and fundamental and durable than any collocation of Matter.
Thus it seems quite possible that our materialistic instincts contain
an element of truth, that they will not be confounded but will be
satisfied by enlargement and modification, and that the rationality
of survival amid ethereal surroundings will become clear and
complete and satisfactory when we have all the facts before us.

Meanwhile let us cultivate our garden, and pursue truth with-
out fear or favor.

Oriver LobGe.

TS IS TONT
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THE SURVIVAL OF DOGMATISM.
A REPLY TO DR. FARRAR'S “THE REVIVAL OF SPIRITISM."*
By WaLter F. PrixcE.

If a contemporaneous critic of those early astronomers who
studied the sun, moon and stars in order to find out what they
really were had classed them with the religious cults that wor-
shipped the heavenly bodies, he would have led his readers into
confusion of thought, for superstitious study and scientific study
are not the same thing, although their subject matter is the same.
Into such confusion of thought Dr. C. B. Farrar seems to have
fatlen, judging from his article * The Revival of Spiritism," in
the Archives of Neurology and Psychiatry, issue of June, 1921.
Certainly+the reader, if his information were confined to this ar-
ticle, would rise believing that the Society for Psychical Research,
like the Spiritualistic cult, is interested in founding a new religion,
and that there is no essential difference between the two organiza-
tions as to their methods, their actuating motives and the standing
of their published results.

To choose from a wealth of allusive and illusive sentences, we
read: “ Are the celebrated men who lead the spiritistic movement
justified in their public attitude and propagandz?” Who are
these celebrated men? The writer had mentioned Lodge, Myers,
Hodgson, Barrett, Hyslop, Crookes, Wallace, Flammarion and
Doyle. None of these manifested sympathy with any atternpt to
found a new religion except Doyle, who never had any official
connection with the Society for Psychical Research, and possibly,
in a minor degree, Wallace. Neither did any President of the
Society, or any accredited representative.

Neither the English nor the American S. P. R. is a spiritistic

* Thiz article was sent to the Archives of Newralogy and Psychiairy,
which had printed the article by Dr. Farrar, as sufficiently germane, but after
a considerable period it was judged that a reply was not suitable to the maga-
zine, which evidentiy has no “ Bureau of Accuracy and Fair Play,” like that
which one of the New York newspapers lately instituted.
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movement. Both were organized for the purpose of studying by
scientific methods a certain range of facts, for the purpose of
ascertaining their true character, not in order to demonstrate any
preconceived view and especially not for propaganda. There is
far from being unanimity of views among thetr members or their
distinguished workers, any more than there is among psycholo-
“gists, some of whom accept while others flout the doctrine of the
subliminal mind, while some are passionate Freudians and others
violent anti-Freudians.

That Dr. Farrar is an anti-Freudian is easily gathered from
his naming among those who have some subject or other “ an-
chored in the subcellars of the mind ™ to the degree of tempera-
mental obsession, * the ultra-frendologists.” What then would
he think of a general diatribe against psycho-therapeutics which
made Freud its principal text? Would he, as a psychiatrist, ac-
cept responsibility for what he regurds as Freud's aberrations?
But his principal text is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Now for one
—and I think that most scientific psychical researchers would
agree with me—I accept no responsibility for Doyle. I agree as
little with his religious aims as Dr. Farrar does with the dogma
of “ wish-fulfilment.” Some of his supposed evidence is as un-
satisfactory and therefore distasteful to me as is much of the evi-
dence adduced by the Freudian school to Dr. Farrar. I am not
so constituted that I can see in the “ process-dots,” found in a
spirit photograph only an interesting example of what spirits can
do. It is probable that Doyle has come into contact with many
impressive data, but he is assuredly not today an ultra critical and
discriminating witness. Nevertheless his critic has seen fit to
employ some peculiar logic in attacking him, and I shall in my
turn criticize that logic.

“ The earliest antecedents,” we are told, of the * spiritistic "
mrovement are to be found in the period of the Old Testament and
that of Greece and Rome, and this is said as though it implied a
reproach. It appears to me that if purported supernormatl phe-
nomena had never appeared before the nineteenth century this
would have been claimed as a damning fact. “ Why,” it would
have been demanded, “ have such things never happened before in
the long history of the race, if they happen now?” Contrariwise,
if such phenomena are fundamental to human nature, we should

"
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expect to find them in the ages of the Old Testament and of
Greece and Rome.

But as by the magic of the pen a sinister aspect is given to the
fact that * modern phenomena have their prototype and pattern in
the early days of our race,” so in the next paragraph * Modern
Spiritism "' is twitted for being so young. It dates back, we are
told, only to the Hydesville rappings of 1848. * Modern Spirit- -
isn dates from 1848,”"—and if by “ modern spiritism ™ we are to
understand a particular cult, the statement is correct. But if it
means phenomena such as are alleged to happen now and more or
less widespread interest therein, it is far from correct.

Andrew Jackson Davis was already known as the “ Seer ” in
1843. From 1838 to 1848 phenomena ascribed to spirits swept
through all the Shaker communities in this country. On the other
side of the sea, as early as 1824 the * Seeress of Prevorst” was
seeing and talking with apparitions, manifesting psychometrical,
clairvoyant and previsionary powers, in trance states, which pre-
vailed for many years. The case was widely known. Forty
years earlier, Jung-Stilling, whose experiences so much interested
Goethe, was seeing apparitions, having premonitions, making pre-
dictions and collecting with moderately critical care accounts by
his contemporaries of all sorts of phenomena such as are alleged
today, including raps that were accustomed to sound when deaths
occurred, premonitory dreams, messages, and even the feeling of
a " cold wind,” which accotnts were published in his “ Pneuma-
tology.” In 1743 began the clairvoyant visions of the great
engineer, Swedenborg, which impressed Kant, the talks with spir-
its and angels, the dreams and other experiences which he related,
In 1716 came the raps, groans and poltergeist performances in the
house of John Wesley's father which made John a believer in
spirit manifestations all his life. We go back to George Fox,
who, born in 1624, heard voices and saw visions, made predictions
~ said to have heen fulfilled, wrought cures and badished obsessing
spirits. Back of this, in the sixteenth century, the “ Tremblers
of the Cevennes " largely overran Germany, and these had visions,
believed that they communicated with good and evil spirits, and
performed psychical cures. Jacob B&hme, the noted mystic, born
in 1575, had a range of experiences, did automatic writing, saw
and conversed with what he appeared to regard as an unearthly
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visitor, heard music inaudible to others, and claimed to have seen
different spheres of the supernal world. Martin Luther, a little
earlier, heard raps, bangs and terrific noises in his room at Wart-
burg Castle, as he had earlier heard inexplicable sounds in his
monastic cell at Wittenberg., He saw appantions which his pre-
possessions identified as the devil, exorcised and made cures. And
everyone knows, or ought to know, the story of Joan of Arcin
the thirteenth century,

The point is not that all of this list of instances, which might
be indefinitely extended, were correctly interpreted at the time,
and for present purposes it is immaterial whether they were or
not. The point is that if one cares to travel back through the
generations, he keeps running upon alleged phenomena of types
sirnilar to those asserted to occur in our own times. Thus it is
quite erroneous to say that * modern spiritism dates from 1848."
A certain religious cult may be said to date from 1848, but that is
a very different thing.

The matter of the Hydesville rappings is negligible from the
standpoint of psychical research, both because it is hopeless now
to determine what the facts really were, and because there are
recent and better attested cases of a similar nature. But as it is
difhicult to discover what point is supposed to be gained by em-
phasizing the fact that in ancient times reputed supernormal
experiences were told similar to those claimed today, so it is quite
impossible to see what damnatory significance there is in the simi-
larity of alleged phenomena of the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury and those of our own generation. Then, we are told, “ be-
reaved parents held converse with their spirit children in dialogues
almost identical with those reported in * Raymond’ between Sir
Oliver Lodge and his departed son; ponderous objects acquired
automotive qualities; under spirit influence the force of gravity
was set at nought, or intensified 2 hundred fold, just as Mr. Craw-
ford finds today in Ireland; currents of air, breezes from the
beyond, fanned the faces of the faithful,” etc. I am not here
defending the authenticity of any of these alleged facts at any
period. But does the critic mean to imply that mere recurrence.
or resemblance at different dates, is in itself an indication of
falsity? As a matter of logic, this kind of talk is on a par with
the following: * Back in 1870 we heard the same claims as now,
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that aerolites fell, that there were such things as balloons which
carried men into the air, that people could be put to sleep and
made to do queer feats by suggestion, that the sun is bigger than
the earth, and therc was talk about the earth being more than
6,000 years old almost identical with that in which Professor
Geologus indulges himself today.” It was this very fact that
through the ages and in isolated and widely scattered quarters
men amd women have testified to similar psychic occurrences
classifiable into similar categories, which impressed thoughtful
university men in England and caused them to found a Society
for the purpose of rigorous examination of such narratives.

But that movement raises the gorge of our essayist. He
employs the adroit innuendo of quotation marks when he says that
it * stands to the ‘ credit ' of England.” This manner of docket-
ing the single word means, of course, that he will not be respons-
ible for it, since in his opinion the Society is not a credit to Eng-
land. The founders and supporters have, he thinks, taken a
course which is foolish. Among the men who foolishly founded
the Society were Prof. Henry Sidgwick, of Cambridge Univer-
sity, called * the most incorrigibly skeptical man in England ”';
Frank Podmore, who, though a psychical researcher until his
death, was never a spiritist; Arthur J. Balfour, who, aside from
his great career as a statesman, has gained a reputation as a philo-
sophical thinker ; Professor Balfour Stewart and William F, Bar-
rett. Among the men so misguided as to become its presidents
were Sidgwick, Stewart, Barrett and A. ]J. Balfour, also Pro-
fessors William James, Sir William Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge,
Charles Richet, Henri Bergson, F. C. S, Schiller, and Gilbert
Murray, besides F. W. H. Myers, Gerald W. Balfour, Andrew
Lang, Bishop Boyd Carpenter and Lord Rayleigh, not to know
all of whom is to argue oneself unknown. The last of the in-
fatuated lot is Professor William McDougall, philosophical writer
of high repute, formerly of Oxford University, now of Harvard
University and President of the American Society at the present
time. It was Gladstone who was so lost to reason as to declare
that the Society for Psychical Research was doing by far the most
irnportant work done in the world. These are the men who must
stand humbly before Dr. C. B. Farrar, psychiatrist, to be judged.
These are the men, or most of them, under whose superintendency
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the experiments have been conducted, under what Dr. Farrar can-
not bring himself to say were “ “test’ conditions "’ without the
protection of another set of quotation marks. Some of them
even took part in the experiments, and our own William James
was not ashamed to produce some of that *‘ curious literature ”
as the fruit of his personal inquiries. Were the critic even more
eminent than a Farrar or a Jastrow, the race must have lost its
taculty of humor if it can stand unmoved the spectacle of such a
delicious piece of impudence as the relegation of this body of men
to the inferno of the intellectually damned.

It is regarded as significant of Doyle that * even at this early
time when he was beginning his medical practice he was much
more impressed by the attitude.of Crockes, Wallace and Flam-
marion, who believed, than by Darwin, Huxley, Tindall {sfc] and
Herbert Spencer, who dishelieved.” Here is an indication that
the writer thinks that science is simply a battle of faith and un-
belief, 2 flux of emotional attractions and repulsions. Otherwise
he would, instead of *“ who believed. .. who disbelieved ” have
said “ who investigated . . . who did not investigate.”” Is there
any other department of human inquiry wherein the opinions of
those who have no first-hand knowledge or next to none are rated
as equal to the opinions of those who have bestowed laborious
study upon the subject-matter? Huxley, in declining the oppor-
tunity offered him by the very respectable London Dialecticat
Society to atd in its investigations {See its Report, edition of
1871, pp. 230-231) stated that he had never personally examined
more than one case, and that he had no desire to investigate
further. 1 take no interest in the subject. . . . The only good
that I can see in a demonstration of the truth of * Spiritualism’
is to furnish an additional argument against suicide.” Yet what
contempt Huxley or Darwin would have felt for the man so under
the spell of emotional repulsion against the mere thought that he
could be biologically related to apes as to exclaim, “ The only good
I can see in the demonstration of such a claim is to furnish an
additional argument for suicide, in order to get beyond sight of
such unpleasant relatives!”  If they had patience to answer such
a piece of inconsequence would they not have remarked, in sub-
stance, that facts are neither determined nor abolished by one’s
emotions in relation to them? Tyndall never, 1 believe, wrote
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getting into close quarters with the facts was such as to deliver
him over to the delicious satire of Professor Schiller { Proceed-
ings of English S. P, R., July, 1899), we suppose this would be a
proof of “ inherent tendencies.” And it undoubtedly would be—
tendencies in the direction of reason rather than of prejudice and
emotion.

The region of Psychical Research, or * spiritism,” if yon
please, is the only one which men of culture feel qualified to enter
without any special training whatever, without particular ac-
quaintance with its literature, its history or its methods, and
therein make wild and random statements and build theoretical
structures on the basis of their prejudices, It is the one field
wherein they dare to make assertions of fact without first taking
pains to see if the assertions are accurate, and to employ shaky
and limping logic which, employed elsewhere, would be laughable.
One would be disposed to suspect that there is something worth
while in that region from simply noting how doughty knights who
gallop into it on fiery steeds seem to be smitten by enchantment
and to be transformed into Don Quixotes astride of hobbling
Rosinantes.

Muensterberg was a psychologist whose works anyone may
read with profit, even if he was guilty of the fawr pas of writing
a treatise on the subconscious mind in three words—" there is
none ” (“ Psychotherapy,” p. 125). But when he entered the
field of psychical research he was capable of confessing himself
the victim of emotions, of assuming as facts what he could not
know to be facts and what were not facts, of contradictory state-
ments in the same paragraph and of careful avoidance of real
issues. He declared that in what professed to be communications
from Dr. Hodgson through Mrs. Piper * there is nothing char-
acteristic of the man who purports to speak,” though his knowl-
edge of Hodgson’s characteristics was exceedingly limited ; that
* everything is characteristic of the woman " though he never saw
Mrs. Piper and never had accepted opportunities to study her
manner of thought or language; that Hodgson’s * idioms blended
with her memory of the man,” although he had just declared that
the messages contained nothing characteristic of his style. He
depicts Dr. Hodgson as having been  absorbed by one passion”
for many years, “ to understand the conditions of existence after
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death—devoting his whole scholarly career to this one group of
probiems and discussing them a thousand times with his most inti-
mate friends,” although Dr. Hodgson had no such passion, the
conditions of existence after death were never his quest, and he
never discussed them once with one of his most intimate friends,
Dr. Hyslop. Muensterberg selected for attack the parts of * com-
rmunications ” which no Psychical Researcher ever had or ever
would put forward as evidential, and avoided all those that might
be so regarded. (Journal A. S. P. R,, 11, 26-30.)

In 1910 appeared * Studies in Spiritism,” by Amy E. Tanner,
Ph.D. She was an assistant of President G. Stanley Hall, who
wrote an introduction and certain other matter for the volume.
She claimed to report and demolish some of Dr. Hyslop's ma-
terial, but her victory was gained by the easy process of misquot-
ing and maltreating every one of the twenty-seven comparatively
unimportant incidents which she selected and by making sundry
statements about Dr, Hyslop, etc., which were purely fictitious.
This was demonstrated by republishing the whole of the original
text and her perversions in deadly parallels (Jowrnal A. S. P. R,
Vol V, 1,seq.). And it was this book of his assistant in psychol-
ogy that Professor Hall hoped, in the introduction, would * mark
the tumn of the tide ™!

In the April number of The Chronicle, 1920, Professor Mar-
garet F. Washburn, of Vassar College, gave her views on “ Psy-
chology and Spiritism,” and it was my painful duty in October to
spread before the readers an exhibit of her numerous errancies.
Now 1 do not in the least believe that the excellent and learned
lady meant to misquote, misstate and perpetrate feats of logical
contortionism; I rather incline to think that she also met some-
thing solid within the enchanted territory which made her reel
from her saddle.

I have a most hearty respect for Professor Dickinson 8. Mil-
ler, of Columbia University, but could not fail to see that similar,
if not so numerous mishaps, overtook him when in the Church-
nan he undertook to pursue the ogre of Psychical Research. Re-
gretiully, an issue or two later, attention was called to the marks
of his falls into the slough of misstatement and bad logic.

Dr. A_ A, Brill a few months later explained in 2 New York
newspaper, as fully as Dr. Farrar has explained, how people come
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Janey, Sydis, Morton Printz, Ossler, he would be warranted in
presuming that I had never been familiarly acquainted with either
these men or their works, else the true form of their names would
have been a part of the records of my brain. And if I had no
other evidence of his unfamiliarity with the literature of Psych-
ical Research I would find it in his spellings “ Meyers,” “ Ed-
munds,” ** Seibert,” and in the mixing of the initials of ¥. W, H.
Myers (“F. H. W. Meyers ™). Even physical science cannot be
very familiar, else he would hardly have written * Tindall.”

Dr. Farrar entertains the theory that, so far as religion is con-
cerned, personal attitudes “are not arrived at by processes of
deliberation, logic and judgment, but are first and last questions
of temperament, to change which lies not within the power of the
individual.” This he admits applies at both ends of the scale, so
that religious skepticism as a psychological attitude is no more
rational than is religious faith. Of course this generalization
flies in the face of the testimony of millions that they were jrre-
ligious, if not opposed at least indifferent to religion, until well on
in life, when something occurred to cause an inward revolution,
And it fiies in the face of the evidence furnished by the visible
lives of millions. Furthermore, multitudes of people went through
the process of “ deliberation, logic and judgment "’ before arriv-
ing at settled conclusions on religion, as printed biographies show,
and they did not believe and never would have admitted that this
process was without force or meaning. That is, the dogma that
men are mere automata so far as religion is concerned, is contra-
dicted by both consciousness and external observation. Whence,
then, does Dr. Farrar draw assurance that his dogma is true? If
we point gut a man—and there are hosts of such cases—who has
been a materialist, and so far as he or anyone else could see, was
satisfied in his materialism, until the age of fifty or sixty, when
he somehow made a right-about-face, Dr. Farrar says that all the
while the man was a predestined believer in religion. Byron
wrote that

“ When Bishop Berkeley said there was no matter,
And proved it—'twas no matter what he said.”

1 should say that when 2 man, in the face of all the evidence which
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the nature of the case admits of puts forward a generalization
which he can support only by barren assertion, it is of interest
only as swelling the list of curious and rickety psychological
speculations. I religious attitudes ** are first and last questions
of temperament ’ 1 would like to know what temperament was
doing all of sixty years before a man of that age finally changed
his views. It reminds me how a phrenologist when I was a youth
declared my organ of * form " to be the largest in the whole nest,
which would iraply that I was wonderfully keen in remembering
taces. 1 told the phrenologist that my memory for faces was very
poor, and he said that the faculty was large in me but “ latent.”
But I cannot understand what is meant by a strong faculty which
remains latent as that one has in me to this day. Nor can I under-
stand an innate disposition which works in a contrary direction
for half a lifetime and then suddenly begins to work as it would
be expected to do.

All this is relevant because our writer advances a step and
says that the belief in spirits is also “an act of faith tempera-
mentally determined.” And I do not see why the doctrine is not
every whit as applicable to all human beliefs and convictions, just
as easy to assert, just as unlikely, just as impossible to prove.
Thus we should be landed in the midst of a universal skepticism
of reason, and be spared the examination of any facts hitherto
supposed to support this or that belief, or any mental effort at all
aside from a languid interest in those fatalities of birth which
gave us fixed beliefs as it gave us fixed complexions. But I do
note that in advancing his "' temperament ” theory so as to include
views on Spiritism, the good Doctor forgets to let it work both
ways as he did in the case of religion. That is, he maintains that
“ belief in spirits is an act of faith temperamentally determined,”
but he does not, as he should, add that disbelief in spirits is also
not reached by any process of reasoning about it, but is tempera-
mentally determined. To have done so would have desiroyed any
utility in his article, for what could be the use of arguing against
spiritism in a world of beings hopelessly sewed up in their indi-
vidual bags of reason-proof temperament? Besides, the doctrine
that “ belief ” in spirits 15 never really based on reasoning from
facts, enables one to disregard the facts and arguments of psych-
ical researchers as irrelevant, while the implication that disbelief
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in spirits is, must be, and ever shall be the result of intelligent
processes makes golden coin out of many a criticism of psychical
research which is otherwise counterfeit as to fact and to logic.

What nonsense! There is no subject upon which a sound and
candid mind is not capable of acting according to the * processes
of deliberation, logic and judgment ”'! There are no subjects in
relation to which the reason of all men is paralyzed. To hold that
there are is manifestly to be superstitious on those subjects, for
they would have to be regarded as possessing a resistless fateful
power of inhibiting human reasoning unless it happens to take an
adverse direction. ‘There is no other subject, politics, medicine,
psychology, biology, art, literature, on which human betngs can-
not holding differing views without either side laying down a doc-
trine that the logical processes of the other are in absolute abey-
ance. To be sure, this is a convenient dictum, for it avoids the
niecessity of attending to the troublesome evidence and argument
of the adversary; it is sufficient to ascribe to him on purely imag-
inary and theoretical grounds a certain psychological make-up and
then to illustrate it with carefully selected quotations wrenched
from their connections.

Does Dr. Farrar entertain such a skepticism of his own mental
capacities as to believe that if he had a visual or an auditory
hallucination he could not record it at the time, as he could record
in his diary the bodily visit of a friend? That if the apparition
made a prediction he could not as easily watch, report, and prove
the fulfillment of the prediction as its failure? That if after liv-
ing in twenty-six houses without a thing happening that did not
readily answer to normal explanations, he should take up residence
in the twenty-seventh, where (I have in mingd an actual case) raps
sounded in various parts of the house, beds shook and a variety
of singular things occurred, he could not investigate the raps and
other facts as coolly as he would investigate cockroaches or
defective drains? That if automatic writing rehearsed a variety
of facts regarding a deceased friend, which the psychic provably
did not know, he could not reach a rational concluston, at least
tentatively, whether or not the correspondences were too many
and too particular to be ascribed to chance? Unless he made
haste to deny the facts, must he worship them and be drawn into
2 whirlpool of unreasoning credulity? He discourses as though
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had given any particular attention to, in order that our reason
might be released from remorseless bias.

Let us see how the account stands between the psychical re-
searcher and the psychiatrist, each of whom thinks he has found
something worth while in his respective field We will choose
usual and typical cases:

PsycHICAL RESEARCHER,

. Pursues general courses of
study in psychology or phys-
ical science with view to a
profession.

. Continues his profession for
years, uninterested in and
skeptical to psychical research.

. His attention is attracted by
some fact hard to explain on
“normal” grounds.

. Although his colleagues, who
can give no explanation, make
tight of it—

. And he knows he may lose
caste and injure his profes-
sional and financial prospects
if he does not teave such mat-
ters alone,

. He pursues independent in-
vestigations, and reads the
records of other investigators.

. He spends much of his spare
time continuing his investiga-
tions, although they are re-
garded askance and are not
lucrative.

PsYCHIATRIST.

. Pursues medical studies with

view to become a physician.

. Interested in psychiatry—con-

fides in it on authorify—early
in his medical studies,

. His attention is stil more at-

tracted by psychiatry as prom-
ising a career.

. Especially as his instructors

speak well of it—

. And there is good money in it.

. He listens to cut-and-dried lec-

tures, faithfully takes notes,
and believes all he hears.

. At length he spends oll his

time studying and practising
psychiatry as a gazinful and
well-reputed profession.
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Psycuical RESEARCHER.

8. He publishes a complete rec-

ord of a series of experiments
containtng incidents which he
regards as weak or unevi-
dential, also incidents care-
fully guarded and corrobo-
rated, which he regards as
evidential, discusses the whole
matter thoroughly, and asks
that another than a super-
normal explanation of the in-
cidents on which he places
emphasis be brought forward,

PsyCHIATRIST.

8. Without any knowledge what-

ever of the psychical re-
searcher except that the latter
has studied his subject a long
time, he invents on purely
theoretical grounds a neuro-
psychic determinism for him,
and disposes of both the evi-
dence and the argument by the
innuendo of quotation marks,
or else picks out the incidents
for annihilation which had ex-
pressty been designated as un-

evidential, and ignores those
to which attention had spe-
cifically been called,

The above comparison is intended and believed to be perfectly
fair, And I boldly affirm that I know of no doctor, psychologist,
physicist, or other man of scientific pretensions in America who,
since the day when Hodgson landed on these shores more than
thirty years ago, has attempted or purported to confute the resuits
of such psychical researchers as those of Hodgson himself and
Hyslop, and whose success has surpassed what is described in the
eighth section above. If there is a single, solitary instance where
the pans of an automatic record upon which a scientific psychical
researcher places emphasis, have been fairly met and an attempt
made, by the kind of logic employed in other fields, to deprive
them of supernormal significance, let it be pointed out.

The phrase, “the kind of logic employed in other fields "' is
no mere innuendo. Verily to those who {eel superior to psychical
research it is a sort of poor relation, for whom any old logic is
good enough. Witness the proof given by Dr. Farrar that
Hyslop's reference to the conversion of Doyle as a recent event,
** is obviously erroneous,” It is erroneous, he informs us, because
Doyle himself testifies that for more than thirty years he has de-
voted most of his spare time to psychical research, states “ It is

TR I
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only within the last year or two that I have finally declared myself
to be satisfied with the evidence,” and also affirms, “ The subject
of psychical research is one upon which 1 have thought more and
about which I have been slower to form an opinion, than upon
any subject whatever.” If Doyle had studied any other subject
than psychical research for thirty years, his testimony that he was
exceedingly slow to come to any conclusion and had not done so
until a year or so ago (before the date of his writing the state-
ment) wotld confirm Hyslop's reference to his recent conversion.
But, seeing that the subject was psychical research, Dr. Farrar
implies, the very fact that Doyle studied at all indicates that he
was in a neuropsychical attitude of acceptance from the first, and
proves that he was really “ converted ” thirty years before he had
the least idea of the fact. I am not claiming that anyone else
should be converted by Doyle’s conversion. I am not intimating
that he is a highly critical investigator, for | do not so regard him.
But I am claiming that he is a judge of his own consciousness,
and that when he says that he was not converted until recently no
one has any right to dispute him unless he can give a better reason
than that Doyle began his studies years ago. By the same test
Frank Podmore was converted to spiritism thirty years before his
death, though his most recent book still held out against it. This
book does indeed show that the accumulated evidence was causing
him some misgivings, and if he had lived five years longer and
become convinced, all his protestations that it was reasoning from
facts which had altered his views would not have saved him from
the determined doctrinaire, who would have pointed out to a won-
dering world the fact of his early interest in the subject as a proof
that he was “ converted” thirty-four years before he himself
suspected it.

There is, indeed, such a thing as fighting off increasing sus-
picions that an unwelcome thing is true. Prof. George M. Beard
long ago said (North American Review, July, 1879} that for
“logical [sic], well-trained, truth-loving minds, the only security
against spiritism is in hiding or running away.” He knew, for
that was the course he adopted. And it is to be suspected—
though [ would not imitate my friend and set up my shrewd sur-
mise as a psychological law—that some of these truth-loving [1]
minds instinctively hide the terrifying and threatening facts from
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1907, ten years after the beginning of his study of Mrs. Piper, did
‘he publish a second and monumental report in the Proceedings,
announcing his conviction, founded upon a mass of facts and
reasonings, that discarnate agency was involved. Great was the
astonishment of those who knew him as a keen observer, a cool
thinker, a remorseless critic. If such a man is to be disposed of
by the ascription to him of a psychological makeup evolved from
imagination in defiance of all the apparent facts, what thinker is
safe? And what are the limits of such a method of demolition?

It is time that some American scholar turmed from pleasing
fancies about the investigators in psychical research, and set his
powerful mind at work upon the investigators’ facts, in order to
show that these are explainable on normal grounds.

Lok
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NOTES FROM PERIODICALS.

By Georce H. JoHNsoN.

Quarterly Review of the British College of Psychic Science,
Pp. 112, London, 59 Holland Park, W, 11. This is No. 1, Vol.
1, of a new serial which gives promise of much interest. The
new institution which it represents deserves more than a passing
notice. With its organization and equipment it should make some
valuable contributions to psychic research if conducted in ac-
cordance with scientific and critical methods. The promoters of
the college are Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie, author of “ Spiritual In-
tercourse, Its Theory and Practice,” etc.,, and Mrs. McKenzie,
who are wholly responsible for the organization and maintenance
of the work. The institution was opened April 12, 1920, in Mr.
McKenzie's own residence in West London.

There are experiment rooms and a lecture room, with classes
on such subjects as “ Present Day Modes of Spiritual Develop-
ment,” * Occult Training,” “ Psychology in Its Relation to
Psychic Science,” and even what is called * Scientific Handread-
ing.” " Direct Voice and Trumpet” and * Psychic Photog-
raphy ” (the Crewe Circle) are said to be demonstrated.

It is the announced intention of the management to bring to
the institution from time to time the most famous psychics of the
world, Mr. McKenzie has made two trips to the United States
to engage American mediums who can demonstrate physical
phenomena.

The principal article in this number of the Quarterly is Mr.
McKenzie's report on the mediumship of Miss Ada Besinnet. It
appears that Miss Besinnet, of Toledo, Ohio, went to London
under a contract with the institution, and the results here reported
make a valuable supplement to the voluminous report on Miss
Burton (pseudonym), which was written by Dr. Hyslop and
published April, 1911, as Part 1, Vol. V, of the Proceedings of
the A, 8. P. R, This report by Mr, McKenzie is so important
that it will be separately reviewed.

Other articles in this number of the Quarterly are “ The Value
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and Bearing of Psychical Research,” by Stanley de Brath;
* Psycho-Photography,” by Major R. E. E. Spencer, and * Gen-
eral Laws Underlying Trance Communications,” by Rev. C.
Drayton Thomas. Of these the most remarkable is the illustrated
article on “ Psycho-Photography,” The author claims that * the
cperators on the other side” have shown him the actual process
they use in making so-called spirit photographs. This process he
understands to be

First. The production of a psychically built-up object or
picture.

Second. The manufacture of a psychic negative of that
object.

Third. The passing of a radiant, possibly obtained from the
person of the sensitive, through the psychic negative after the
latter has been placed upon the surface of the sensitive films,

When we get precise definitions of the phrases used perhaps
we shall know more about it. The same article contains 2 descrip-
tion of the phenomenon of “the aperature” on photographic
plates, which, it is stated, frequently contain a psychic face—not-
ably that ‘'of * John Hewlitt,” who explains himself by raps and
automatically-written messages to be the photographer who is
making the demonstration. )

The article by Mr. Thomas, who conducted the famous
“ Times " and “ Book " tests during the two years he was study-
ing the mediumship of Mrs. Osborme Leonard, is deserving of
particular attention because of the experiences of the author. Be-
ginning with an expression of his confidence in the reality of spirit
communication, and the continuing delight and wonder of it, he
proceeds to say that what is now but a series of tracks into the
unknown, made by pioneers, will become a broad high road in
which all may walk. Trance communication, writes Mr. Dray-
ton, is perhaps the most complicated, although the most efficient,
method now known of communicating with discarnate spirits;
but the very complications which make for efhiciéncy when the
essential conditions are present, renders it liable to checks and
imperfections when one or more such conditions are lacking,

The opinion is then expressed that the communicator uses a
telepathic method in making the *“ control ” understand what he
desires to transmit. The condition of the sensitive is one of
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heightened receptivity, so that telepathy from the " control” is
again probable. To these double processes of reception and trans-
mission we may look for most of those errors and limitations
which bewilder the inexperienced sitter. Both communicator and
“ control " have in some degree re-entered earthly conditions and
thereby taken on limitations incident to that state. While long
messages have been received which have every appearance of
having been transmitted from dictation a few words at a time it is
generally a transmission of thoughts rather than of words, and it
may be difficult or impossible for the communicator to correct a
word wrongly chosen by the sensitive. It would be misleading
also to picture the “ control "’ as being in full possession of the
sensitive's brain; what cannot be expressed on one occasion may
be easily given on another. Sometimes the “ control” is dis-
pensed with, and one may have the sacred experience of direct
communion with friends on the other side.

The editor of the Transactions is Mr. F. Bligh Bond, the well-
known author of * The Gate of Remembrance,” and the * Hill
of Vision."

The Qccult Review ifor September contains an article by G.
R. 8. Mead on “ The Magic of the Subconscious,” which is really
a review of the second edition of Dr. Louis Staudenmaier’s
* Magic as Experimental Natural Science,” The book was the
product of long introspection and analysis applied to psychic re-
search. The study was begun as the result of the author’s own
experience in automatic wrniting supplemented with auditory and
optical hallucinations. To explain these phenomena he presents
the theory of the reversibility of the subjective and the objective
through the reversal of the normal psychological function of sen-
sible receptivity, Moreover, he believes that every nervous center
can liberate psychical energy peculiar to itself, and thereby
strengthen such hallucinations. Dr. Staudenmaier is a teacher of
chemistry, and he fails to show how his theory is related to prac-
tical psychiatry, although he claims the demonstration of his
theory from his own experience in auto-an®sthesia and hyper-
zsthesia. He first deifies and then demonizes the subconscious.
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MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIMENTS WITH MRS.
BORDEN.

By Mrgs. “ Marian W. Seencer.” [1]

1. Eprroriar Peerace. The writer of this report, Mrs. “ Marian W,
Spencer,” is well known to me. Her inteiligence is of a high order, she is
slow in coming to convictions on debatable matters, and is very averse to being
deceived either by others or by herseli. Her critical capacities are such that
tasks requiring analytical skill and discriminating judgment have lately been
assigned her under the supervision of the investigating department of the
Society, not only or chiefly on their own account but also in the hope that she
may becomne z valuable coadjutor in psychical research, |

Careful inquiry makes it seem to me practically unthinkable that Mrs
Borden [pscudonym] made any endeavor to learn facts about Mrs. Spencer's
past life or about her deceased husband, or that 2ny more than an insignihcant
part of what came through could so have been obtrined by her. In f{act, the
things which were said by Mrs. Borden do not at all bear the stamp of the sort
of facts which are learned by * detective " work.

The first sittings produced nothing which was thought worth recording,
and Mrs. Spencer was inclined to regard all which the medium said “as
either conscious deceit or as emanations from her subconsciousness.” But
from the point where strangely characteristic and significant facts began to
be stated, contemporaneous shorthand notes were taken embodying statements
which could be verified or disputed but not including all the cloudy imagery
which might mean anything or ncthing.

The main question is how much the medium learned from Mrs. Spencer’s
lips during the period before the shorthand notes began and the necessity of
caution in order to protect what was actually beginning to come was apparent.
From my knowledge of the lady and her mental characteristics, I rely upen
her own statement that she was all along careful not to say things whick
would spoi! evidence, that she made mental note of the little which she ¢id
tell, that “with a fair amount of accuracy ™ she can judge how much M=
Borden knows of the facts normally and what she decidedfy was never toid.
That very phrase “with a fair amount of accuracy™ is a mark of caution
and conscientiousness. Had she said that she could remember every one of
the details which she told, although certain that these were few, I for one
would not believe that she, or 1 or anyone else, could be so infallible of mem-
ory. The caution and moderation of these statements give confidence that the
list of imparted facts which she gives is somewhere near a full one.

There are many persons, and perhaps they constitute a2 majority, whose
assurance that they had not inadvertently revealed many facts would be of no
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while not quite so good as that of December 30th, it was very good,
and introduced some excellent evidence. For some reason I was im-
pelled to say: “ It was the sort of thing that would please Dr. Hyslop
if he were living.” I don't know why I said this, as | never knew
Dr. Hyslop. As I spoke Mrs. Borden said she saw a very learned-
looking man behind me, and heard him say: * That is what we are
trying so hard to do.” [17]

SITTING WITH MRS. BORDEN JANUARY 25, 1922

1. {Shortly after psychic arrived, I fell into 3 deep trance-like
condition, which has occurred before in the presence of psychics
when the influences seem exceptionally strong. [18] During this
time psychic saw—so she afterwards stated—a vision of myself and
my hushand, both with wings, but his figure light and mine dark.
She also wrote down what she heard clairaudiently.]

2. How do you do. I am always around you, Tell my dear
wife I was grieved when I woke up and she could not {ollow me.
Do not bring that gentleman up to Stewart’s because he would not
embrace that belief, sincere 2nd earnest he may seem to be. [This
latter ts very odd, as it referred to a gentleman she wanted to take
up to one of Mr, Stewart's séances, and had asked me to try to get
him a ticket. I had agreed to do so, and we were both in favor of his
going.] You are a fine little wornan [meaning Mrs. Borden,] Tell
me, is it any trouble for you to be with my wife? [She said it was
not.] “Thank you very much. Close to my heart T hold you
[meaning sitter]. Close to my side. Dearest, I caress and adore
you. [Here I awakened, and took notes myself.)

3. Tuesday, {I could not find any meaning in the reference.
Mrs. B. said she saw my husband and that he looked fresh as if he
had just had bis bath and was ready to go out.] I can see a woman

17. Of course, under the circumstances, or even if Mrs. Spencer had not
spoken, this would have no evidential value. It is simply a part of the record.

18. Notz added by Mrs, Spencer, Feb, 1pth, 1922—During the trance-like
condition mentioned, my eyes were a little bit open and I could see a cluster
of small blue lights hovering between me and the psychic, about on a level
with our faces. When I came to myseif again and opened my eves, they
drifted slowly upward and gradually disappeared. A shaded lamp was burn-
ing, yet the blue lights, about the size of peas, were very distinct through the
lamplight.
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here with dark hair, and with a serious expression in her eyes. She
says to you: * Mrs, Spencer, it is very wonderiul here. My eyes
are opened and 1 seem to be awake from a deep sleep, I brought
Mr. Spencer to you.” She says: “ It was quite 3 long trip. Itisa
thousand times better than anything I expected to see. It is re-
markable how we are able to communicate and get in touch with you.
It is just a little thought, and we are there,” She says: “ /1t is going
to be very omusing unless [ can get vid of these shoes on my feet”
{19] [This latter had so much meaning for me that I asked psychic
to describe the lady more particularly, which she did, as follows:]
Slim, black hair, prominent eyes, with a very serious, pained expres-
ston. [This is exactly as Miss Fielding, a friend of mine and my
husband’s, looked when she died. The eyes had not been prominent
in health, but only during her last illness. Here psychic laughed and
said:] She does not like that description, and makes a little clicking
sound of protest with her lips, but there is 2 new side as well that
loocks like one regenerated. [Miss Fielding was here reported to
say: " That's much better.” Then Mr. Spencer said: “ Thank you
very much,” and as if an aside to someone not visible: “ Don't pay
any attention—A remarkable demonstration.””] He is helping her

19. Note odded Feb. 1oth, r922—Miss Josephine Fielding was my near
neighdbor and good friend in my husband’s life time, Being a nurse, she
nursed him through his last illness, and was with him when be died. She died
seven months afterward. Before he became very ill, Miss Fielding uvsed to
come in to see him every morning, and one morning, she had dressed hur-
riedly and put on a tan stocking and a black one without noticing that they
did not match, She was Irish and my husband English, and it was during
the time of the worst trouble in Ireland. When she came in, my huosband
laughingly said: ‘It iz lucky for you you are not in Ireland now, Miss
Fielding.” She said: “Why is that? " and he pointed to her hosiery and
said: “ They would shoot you for a Black and Tan” This, of course, created
a great laugh. After my husband's death, Miss Fielding was like an angel
to me, and used to visit me faithfully and talk about him to me. The last
time she came before her own fatal illness, she said: “ Every time 1 look
down at my feet I think of Mr. Spencer, and what he said about the Black
and Tans.” It had evidently made a great impression upon her, as I do not
suppose it is usual to find a sick man ready to make jokes. 1 cannot help
festing that Miss Fielding was communicating, and that the remark—"It is
going to be very amusing unlesa I can get rid of these shoes on my feet™ was
a reference to that joke between us three, only with z confusion of the word
** stockings ™ with the other article of footwear, shoea.
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variants * Pitty,” * Pettit,” and “ Pitchie.” Ed.] [Then he makes
a sound which psychic describes as being like snoring or gargling,
attd he seems to be taking deep breaths. 1 thought this excellent as
I believed he was giving the sound which was one of his exercises
when he was studying public speaking. It was a sound something
like that of pargling, and all the class had to do it for practice. It
became quite a joke among them, and Mr. Spencer and some of his
friends used to greet each other with it, and call it their college yell,
Therg is no way in which the psychic could have known of this.
The deep breathing also was connected with his exercises, and he
practised them constantly before his iliness. Psychic then heard
words that sounded like] Gristie nightie [and] Criss cross, criss cross
[whose meaning I could not discover. It may be something else
connected with his exercises which I cannot now recall. Then she
said he seemed to be making vowel sounds, forming them with his
lips. I asked what she thought it meant, and she said it seemed to
her like elocution exercises, and that he told her it was what she
ought to be doing herself. She knows, as stated, of his interest in
speaking, and has often felt him urge her to study it herself. Next
she heard him say| Bright Boy [at the same time making a motion
with lips and tongue which one would do in forming smoke rings, a
performance at which he was quite proficient. She did not know he
did this, but I informed her of the fact then. The words * Bright
Boy " might refer to himseli as he was doing so well and getting so
many good things across to me, but it was also the name of a polish-
ing material he used to use. He liked everything spotless and bright
about him. * Bright Boy " was one of the last things he had bought
for this purpose. I said nothing of this to Mrs. B. because I did not
see the possible connection myself until later, Then she said he
seemed to be reading with lowered voice, but in such a tone that
‘ even though the voice was low, you could hear it in the uttermost
corners of the room.” Then he nodded, and said] Return again,
[repeating the phrase three times and then withdrawing with the
words] Thank you very much. [The whole of the above paragraph
gives a very characteristic picture of what my husband would be
doing if still on earth, and conceivably is doing now.]

5. Are you satisfied with the results so far? {Mrs, B, heard him
say. I had felt during the foregoing so much as if my husband were
really there, and so familiar and at home by hearing all these char-
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9. It is better in the end that it happened as it did because now
you have an insight into the very things that you were curious about.
(1t cannot be better for me to have lost you.) 1 did not mean that,
dear, but from a scientific standpoint. You were always interested
in phenomena of any kind—always eager to search out the mysten-
ous. |[This is quite true.] (And are you going to help me with this,
to find out?} Yes, I am trying to clear the way for you. Wait a
little while longer. Do not be too cager. Better a little than none at
all. Pecrhaps I may be able to make you understand.

* Noody, or nodee dee, no daydy.” [One of the pet names for
Mr. S, was “ Dadie,"” pronounced day-dee. Ed.]

* Read bocks on numerology, the science of numbers. You will
be able to tell why you are placed in that particular position.”

* Petuana—Pet you on your cheek. Gege—hello, Edie. [In life
he knew someone named Edie, but I did not. She is still living, I
believe.] Hockey stick.” [26]

(Concluded in next issue.)

26. Note added Feb, roth, r922—What is said here is very good insofar as
1 have always been curious about and interested in the scientific demonstra-
tion of immortality. No doubt Mrs. Borden knows this from my past con-
versations; yet the way it is expressed is not Mrs. Borden's and could well be
my husband’s, What ia said about reading books on numerology I am fain to
believe is a product of Mrs. Borden’s own subconsciousness, for T have often
heard her express an interest in numerclogy, while I doubt very much if my
husband ever even heard of it in his lifetime. The last lines are practically
mezningiess to me, except that Mr. Spencer did have a way of caressing me
very gently on the cheek {much as a kitten would do with its soft paws}).
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which has been accumulated through psychic research. He rejects much
phenomena as non-evidential, but he finds an abundance of convincing
testimony which he says cannot be reasonably explained on any other
theory. The chapter on Cross Correspondences is particularly useful as
it gives in forty pages a synopsis of the evidence of this kind which has
been published by the English Society for Psychical Research and which
needs in its original form several weeks of study. The book is about
equally divided between a statement of the evidence and an impartial
discussion of the principles of the subject from the standpoint of tradi-
tional Christian faith. The conclusion of the book is a strong plea for
continued research, Revelation is progressive, writes the author. Full
revelation is not attained. Knowledge is to be wrested from God's store-
bouse—Nature—by the use of those powers of reason and intellect which
God has given us. “ And there is no condemnation, nay, there is indeed,
a3 there was for Jacob, blessing for those who fear not thus to wrestle”
—Ggo, H. Jounson.

Can the Dead Communicate with the Living? By 1. M, Havpgxan, DD,

New York, 1920, Pp. 158

This book, by a writet who has been called * the greatest prophet of
the Lord now standing in any pulpit in this country,” aims at showing
that the so-called phenomenz of modern spiritsalism are due to the
agency of evil spirits. Psychical researchers are always willing to listen
to anybody who presents theories which have some evidence to support
them. Dr. Haldeman presents no evidence and this is not really surpris-
ing. The devil theory is often held by persons of the clerical persuasion
who naturally see in the religious aspect of spiritualism a menace to
their own profession. Dr, Haldeman imagines that by pointing to the
Bible he can put these subjects heyond the range of discussion. Any-
body who can read at al! knows that any sect or any school of religious
thought can quote the Bible to advantage and in this respect the spirit-
ualists themselves are often singularly successinl. The Rev, Walter
Wynn, for example, an English pastor, and curiously enough also a
“ prophet,” is now touring South Africa demonstrating the essential
unity of Biblical and spiritualistic teaching. The author of this book
claims to answer these questions:—Where are they? What are they?
and Are they? yet his ignorance of psychical literature is such that he
writes calmly of the ' case of Howe caught by Browning,' and of
* Euspasia Palladino” (p. 144). Further comment on this production
is unnecessary.—E. J. D,

LT L
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THE ENDOWMENT

OF THE

AMERICAN SOCIETY
FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH, Inc.
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The American Society for Psychical Research, Inc, was incorporated
under the Laws of New York in 1904 under the name of American Insti-
tute for Scientific Research, for the purpose of carrying on and endowing
investigation in the fields of Psychical Research and Psycho-therapettics.
It i{s supported by contributions from its members and an endowment
fund which now exceeds $225,000. The income of the Society only peys
for the publications and office expenses, but does not enable the Society
to carry on its scientific investigations, A much greater sum is required
before thia work can be cartied forward with the initiative and energy
which its importance deserves. The charter of the Society is perpetual

The endowment funds are dedicated sirictly to the uses set forth in
the deed of gift and are under the control of the Board of Trustees, the
character and qualifications of whom are safeguarded, as in cases of other
acientific institutions,

Moneye and property dedicated by will or gift to the purposes of the
American Society for Paychical Research, Inc., whether to the uses of
peychical research or psycho-therapeutics, are earnestly solicited. The
form which such dedication should take when made by will is indicated
in the following condensad draft.

FORM OF BEQUEST FOR AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL
RESEARCH, Ioe.

“1 give, devise and bequeath to the American Society for Psychical
Research, Inc., a corporation organized under the Laws of New York, the
sum of.....ciiinnniennsn dollars,* in trust for the corporate purposes of

* In case the bequest is reml estate, or other specific iteman of proparty, they sbould b
sufficiontly desceibed for idemtification,
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PARALLEL STATEMENTS IN TWO INDEPENDENT
SCRIPTS.

By Harrier L. GREEN.

“ We are now sending to earth in many ways and through
many mediums messages of exactly similar import, and
hope that the comparison of them will convince thinkers of
the truth of intercommunication.”

These words are quoted from a book of automatic writing
entitled, * To Woman from Meslom” (p. 84)—a book which
first came into my hands in August of this year, 1922, it was
sent to me, in California, from New York, along with another
book of similar character entitled * Meslom's Messages from the
Life Beyond.”

1 believe that I have evidence to offer which will to some
extent bear out the words quoted above and I must, therefore, at
the outset present a few dry facts which are necessary for the
right consideration of the evidence.

Both of the two books named above bear copyright notice
of 1920, but the one called * Meslom’s Messages from the Life

A1 LI
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Beyond ” is made up of writings dated 1917, while the book, * To
Woman,” contains messages of later date, The messages were
written down by Miss Mary A. McEvilly, of whom I know
nothing beyond what is given in the introductions to the two
books. I do not even know whether the name given is a true
name or a pseudonym,

During the greater part of the year 1919 and the eariy part
of 1920 I was almost daily in receipt of communications in
automatic writing and I exchanged a few letters with Dr. Walter
F. Prince on the subject while the experience was in progress.
In June, 1920, T went to New York, carrying with me a good-
sized box of script which I deposited at the office of the 8. P. R.
in August, before returning to California. I had previously
copied the greater part of this script and in the summer of 1921 [
published privately a small book entitled, *“ Think on These
Things,” whick contains excerpts from the communications re-
ceived by me.

At the time these messages were received I supposed that my
experience was almost unique. I have since learned something
of the many others who have had similar experience, but I had
not seen either of the " Meslom ” books until they were sent to
me, as I have said, in August of this year. (I am writing early
in September, 1922.)

I took these books in due order and { had not read far in the
* Messages from the Life Beyond " before 1 realized that not
only was the general teaching therein closely similar to that
which had come to me, but that almost every step or phase of
the “ after death " experience as given there paralleled and thus,
to me, confirmed, the experience which had been written by my
hand, and this to a degree far beyond anything which I had found
in other books.

Then when I came to the second book and found the para-
graph which I have quoted at the top of this article, I did not rest
until | had set about making a comparison of parallel passages.
I at once wrote to Dr. Prince asking him to forward to me the
script left at his office in 1920 (which he did promptly), in order
that I might have all my material to draw upon. In fact, nearly
all my parallels are drawn from my little printed book; in only a
few cases have I found a closer parallel in the unpublished script
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and in these cases I have noted * script ”* against the passage cited.
It should be understood that the original script which was stored
in New York included all, or very nearly all, that was printed in
my book, as well as a good deal more.

There is no claim to exact verbal parailelism in the passages
which I subjoin ; I ask only that they be considered with reference
to their clearly expressed meaning, The difference in the form of
expression can be better appreciated if it is understood that in the
case of Miss McEvilly the messages came in response to her dis-
intefested effort, made at a friend's request, on behalf of a be-
reaved mother who was a stranger to her, but who, I infer from
the book, was always or usually present during the writing. This
writing, it may be added, took place in Paris. The earlier mes-
sages given in the book are from this woman’s son, who, from
the first, stated that he was assisted by the Guide or Teacher
called Meslom. Later on, his messages alternated with teaching
given directly in the name of Meslom,—a name already known to
Miss McEvilly through previous automatic writing, not published.

In my case the messages came directly from my husband to
me ; [ wrote alone—no other person was ever present—and they
came with an intensity of dramatic presentment which made me
almost a sharer in the successive phases of his experience. It is
not strange that messages so received should be expressed in a
manner exceptionally intimate and personal.

A further difference would arise naturally out of the fact that
Miss McEvilly's communicator was a young man whose spiritual
nature was apparently just ready to unfold. He found his Guide
immediately upon wakening into the new consciousness and was
eager to learn and to “ go on,” and the messages, while clearly
and beauotifully expressed, are somewhat didactic in style. My
husband, on the other hand, described to me his experiences as
they occurred—and I shared in his pain or joy. He was an older
man and had been much of his life sceptical in matters of religion.
He went through a period of considerable difficulty at first and
was slower in arriving at anything like a clear consciousness of
his surroundings or the ability to transmit to me the teaching
which he received. For some time his thoughts turned to me so
powerfully that he was indifferent to the very idea of “ going
on,” as it is expressed. (I am aware that I am not now writing
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in a style of scientific dispassion, but it can be understood that I
speak of these things as they appear to me.)

It has seemed to me right to state these differences. Now 1
will let the excerpts speak for themselves. 1 give them, not in
paralle! columns, but in successively paired paragraphs; the pairs
numbered consecutively 1 M, 1G;2 M, 2G;and soon. M stands
for McEvilly, or “ Messages from Meslom ”; and the page num-
bers refer to the book, ** Meslom’s Messages from the Life Be-
yond.” G stands for Green, or the messages received by me, and
the page numbers refer to my book, * Think on These Things.”

In a few instances I group together a number of closely re-
lated passages from each source, thinking that it will be easier in
this way to grasp their combined significance.

1 M—*“Here I am. I can’t tell you much yet. I am so excited at
being alive that I cannot get in trim for calm work. . . . I am
going to help you to enjoy this life of mine, . . . T shall have the
double happiness of enjoying and of teaching you.” (pp. 5-6)

I G—"T am with you all the time and I can write to you hours every
day and we can be as happy as we please! . | . I am so excited 1
make you write too fast. , . .” (p. 12)

L * x

2M—", .. you awakened me from that long sleep which seemed
death. You know I caused this myself because I had been per-
suaded that it was death I was facing. . . " (p. 6)

2G—". .. 1 had not long believed in any life after death, so why
should I find so much more than I have found f—and who knows,
if it had not been for . . . and the help you have given me 1
might not have found anything at all til! who knows when!”
(Seript)

. * *

3 M—*" As soon as I realized that I was really alive and could use
my intelligence . . . I asked how it could be that I . . . could
be chosen as the helper for this work.” (p. 26)

3 G—" You know I want to help you and you know I have got in-
telligence, when 1 am able to use it, and we both believe I am
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growing more able to use it. , . . It is something like being born
over again. . . .” (p. 14)
* * *

4 M—*I have since learned that the mental state of the dying always
affects the first state of consciousness in this life.” (p. 21) -

4 G—*' Think how close we were at the last. You do know that
counts for something, don't you? . ., . I have kept just so close
to you in my thought ever since.” (p. 15)
» * .

5 M—" Since I awoke the other day I have been far away in a won-
derful country—it seems like the land one sometimes dreamed
and never found.” (p. 5) “1I have been on a wonderful trip
since I saw you. . . .” (p. 10) “ T am like in a beautiful dream.
I am surrounded by beautiful scenes of nature and conscious of
an uplifting force of love.” {p. 14)

5G—"You know I have been going off on little excursions lately.
Yes, imaginary excursions I suppose. , , . Well, I would think
of some very beautiful scene—partly remembered and partly
imagined—yes, improved as any scene can be improved by a good
imagination . . . colors all lovely, fresh green grass . . . green
wooded hills and a lake once, and another time it was the sea.
« « . O, what good are they without you? " (Script)

* * *

6 M—" My real nature and love of the beautiful is able to go on
untrammeled, I long for the complete and full expression of my
own nature and know with a marvellous certainty that it is to
come.” (p. 17)

6 G-" Surely we must have life together on our own plane of love
and beauty—beautiful things, such as flowers, music, stars, and
the sea!”™ (p. 10)

* * »

7 M—" Help me by loving me.

Meslom says he will help you and me, and your faith in my
real life helps me and so I can help you. 1 can come whenever
you call me and 1 love you more than ever.” (p. 6)

" .. the only essential preparation for a better and larger
life here is love. I mean love in a spiritual sense,” (p. 27)
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if 1 wanted to 1 could see thermm—perhaps—, talk with them I
know, but 1 don't want to till I am sure of myself—of my truth,
my purity and my strength.” (p. 23)

] * E ]

13 M—" When you call me, darling mother, it brings me, even if I
am in the depths of darkness. I seem to hear the call—the way
seems to open—2a vista of light leads me into the glory of ef-
fulgent day—comes love with you,” (p. 37)

13 G—" You do give me light. . . . T wait to see the light and then
I say, * Harrie is loving me!’” (p. 24)

“You lift me so high . .. endless vistas, illimitable, un-
fathomable. Harmony of light, color, sound. Love is har-
meony.” (p. 32)

* * *
14 M—* I have learned more in these few weeks of my new life than
a whole life-time of earth’s deepest studies could have even fore-
shadowed.” (p. 23)

14 G—" 1 tell you that I know more now than I ever have before and
I want to tell you many things if you will let me.” (p. 25)
* * *

15 M—" Many never think. They live superficially and in a state of
reflected morality which is without force or character either for
good or evil. They remain long in the shadow of the mist and
are slow to progress.” (p. 33)

15G—". . . they [the commonplace] are the most hopeless ones.
Without imagination, neither good nor bad, just muddle-headed,
—yes, and comfortable, so they don’t feel the need of any great
change—just a little more comfort or pleasure is all they
want.” (p. 26)
3 & *

16 M—* We do not believe as on earth, we really know.” (p. 37)

16G—*. . . when I see, I no longer have faith, I have knowl-

edge.” (p. 27)
[ * *

17 M—" The life we lead on earth is our preparation for our life
here, and our life here is the result of our previous develop-
ment.” {p. 23)

-5 ’t";
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17G—*1 am in the condition that has been brought about by my
past life and whatever you think about it, I know it is just what
I have made. . , ." (p. 28)

L * L

18 M—*" Since the individua! . . . must abide by the law of cause
and effect and its place here depends upon its earth development,
it is self-evident that the nearer the individual has come to per-
fection on earth . . . the clearer will be its perceptions when
arriving here of the truth and the greater will be its strength to
meet the new conditions and the new duties.” (p. 65)

18 G—" My knowledge at present is limited to my own case . . .
and that is why I say a wise man will pattern his life differently
to what I did mine if he wants to get along faster and better
than T do.” (p. 21)

* * *

19 M-—*' The clearness of vision which comes to all here and obliges
each to see and examine his own past life in the light of truth
brings a vision truly appalling to most mortals. Such is the force
of this penetrating light that no subterfuge or self-indulgent ex-
cuse can hide from view the truth.” (p. 105)

" Every act of our earth life is faced and judged according to
its innermost reasons, its circumstances and its consequences.
Then each soul is forced to be its own judge. It is made clear
that no one can undo the harm except one’s own self, It is a ter-
rible moment, fraught with tremendous consequences.” {p. 107}

. . . ignorance on earth may be so combined with spiritual
wisdom that it falls away from the spirit like a garment. Such
are admitted to the light. . . . They are committed to the care of
guardian spirits and led gently to higher spheres.” (p. 38)

19 G—" Now 1 shall begin to think and know myself and while no
doubt I shall suffer more, it will really be a purgative suffering
and 1 will endure it gladly. . . .” (p. 22)

“ No, one man does not know all right and all wrong, but he
knows his own right and wrong. That is what I mean. He
knows what is wrong for him. He is not asked to judge for
another, not on the spirit plane at least. We men on earth ask
one wman to judge for many others in some instances, but here

(IO LA
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each man is his own judge, or so it is with me, and I am sure it
must be so with all. How else could it be and be true justice?

You understand what I mean. 1 know exactly wherein and
how far I fell short of what I knew. I-—my Real Self as you
call me on this plane. . . . I know where and how I tumned away
from the very highest I knew and went down into the depths.
.+ « Who could tell me more than I know about all that?

You begin to rise to the thought of the cleansing that comes
through this self-knowledge. O, but it is a terrible thing to go
through!

That is the thing I live for . . . when I can feel that I need
never think of it again. Yes, that will come. It will drop from
me as the physical body has gone and be thought of no more than
I think of that.” (pp. 29-30)

L » *

20 M—" 1f they will to undo the harm at no matter what cost and
ask for help, they are immediately granted a vision of transcend-
ent loveliness in which they see the glorious spirits all about
them amid scenes of exquisite beauty and splendor.” (p. 107)

20 G—" You think | have been taught? '

You know I am sort of dazed. I seem to be going higher and
higher all the time,

Where am I?

0, this is wonderful! You ought to see the colors—. ., .

¥You can still write, but this is Heaven|

Here are the angels all in white! , , ,

No more tears. .

No, it is not a vision, it is all real, only I may not stay here
long, . . . Realms of pure love and life; " (pp. 34-35)

x »* »

21 M—* The periods of exaltation which they enjoy make them
realize that all that is best and noblest is to be within their grasp,
and they gladly devote themselves to whatever work is given them
so as to be the sooner ready to undertake the glorious work of
fulfilment they have been given glimpses of, They are the mes-
sengers and helpers of the higher spirits and the bearers of
comfort and love. . . ." (p. 34)











































































































































































































































































