JOURNAL

OF THE

American Society for Psychicat Research

SECTION “B”

oOF THE

American lnstitute for Scienttfic Research

Vol. XII
1918

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
12.26 SOUTH WATER STREET
YORK, PA.

R AT [y






A ( I &
V. {2
Experiments in Crystal Vision, and Other Experiences, ! .
Experiments in Telepathy.......ccovneivneianna.n. OO utii,. .
A Group of Supposed Premonitions and Monitions....... EDUL.......
Incidents of an Illness...._.......oovaenn e, POYCH
Local Anasthesia by Mental Suggestton. arer e m .
A Medinmistic Experience, ..... e r e r e ear et ana,
Miscellaneons ExXperienmces . ovvuurine e iernrririnvranrnnnnens 177,
An Old Case of Mathematical Prodigy.... oo iviiinririnvrannecan s
Physical and Other Phenomena...........--. it mes e s
Premonition or Coineidence. ... iiiiii i iciiiieiicaiinnaas
Premonitory Vision of Chauncey M, Depew....cooiviiiicnniinnnns
A Private Case of Mediumship.....o.coooooii it
Psychic Phenomena among Savages.....ovevriirovvrcnnrrannnns .
The Stockton Haunted House., ... oovven i iiniiiiiiioniininnianninns
Theodore Parker's Experience. ... ..o it iiiiiiiiiineiens
Trance Phenomena of Jesse Streitt.............. e eenrreaeans
J. T, Trowbridge on Spiritualism.................. R e
Ussher Inctdent .. .o iimiiiii i ettt e v eiaaenans
BOOK REVIEWS.
The Belief in God and Immortality, by James H. Leuba............
Body and Mind, by William McDougall.........covvvivnnnn. veeans
The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries, by W. Y. Evans Wentz........
The Gate of Remembrance, by Frederick Bligh Bond...............
The Hand Invisible, by E. B. Harriett........ Caresacerenaraas RN
Hypnotism and Suggestion in Daily Life, etc.,, by Bernard Holiander
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witcheraft and Miracle, by Allen Putnam.
The Philosophy of Spiritzalism, by George W, Kates.,....... baeea
Prophecies and Omens of the Great War, by Ralph Shirley....,...
There Are No Dead, by Sophie Radford de Meissner............. .
Thought for Heip, by William C. Comstock.......ccvvirvirinnenns
Will Higher of God, by William C, Comatock. ... vnrrnirciinrans.n
SURVEY AND COMMENT.
A Correction ....vviiiernsirasnrirnnens et derera e wee-.289,
A Correction in the Mark Twain Article, ................. AP
GRESMOE ..vivnennnirisioionnnns e deeeeeraaaneeeaanaen e anas
Investigation and the Experimental Fund.................cocvuos..
The Magazines ...cvvveererssnraronanens versemrreneas i aetreranae
Mite Fund Endowment. .....cccevvieninernniinriainerena. e
A Need for the Library ... cvvvrinanerann. Ceeas
A Norweglan SoCietY.iverariviernrrnnraans Cebanaes Creerbaean
An Omission ......viiiiiiiiiiii it iiraaiaas
Paychic Research and Medivms...............ccoiieiinan.. s
Ridicule as an Argument..... em e baaaiaaan s
Sir William F. Barrett.. ..o i ieriiaeaiarerincnaanns
T K. and The Great Work................ e .

M510150

328

170
172
189

131
341

343
197

144
213
526
70
141
647
72
71
214

702

649
74
467

73

649
217
218
149

mn u:li_



MISCELLANEOUS,.

Page
Books Received ...... e e 145, 216, 283, 344, 404, 527, 703, 753
Correspondence ......... et et i et aenraaan Citresiueraranae 646
4T 1 758
List of Members. .o cun it inintineiaaet s rranoiantaeti e aaanoes 764

ERRATA.
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Page 582, line 13, for regarding read regarded.
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The Return of Mark Twain 5

Curran with Patience Worth. The circumstances, however,
were such that Mrs. Hutchings was as necessary a part of the
phenomena as Mrs. Hays. Both ladies had to hold a hand on the
index or planchette part of the instrument. It would not move
under other conditions. If Mrs. Hays alone held her hand on
it the index would not move. If Mrs. Hutchings alone held her
hand on it the index would not move. But if each held a
hand on it the motion was very rapid and taxed the patience and
skill of Mr. Hutchings to take down the spelling of the messages,
so very rapid was it. The interest in this fact lies in the attempt
to measure the probabilities that the subconscious of both ladies
would act harmoniously enough to spell any word whatever, to
say nothing of writing books characteristic of a man whom
one of them had read and whom the other had not read! We
may leave the mechanics and chances of such a problem to the
psychologist who would like to dismiss the case with an ex-
planation in the subconscious. Under these conditions two vol-
umnes were spelled out.

Both ladies are private people, Mrs., Hutchings being a writer
on art for the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, and Mrs. Hays a
writer for various papers. No pecuniary reward was involved
in the work, except such as might come from the risks of publi-
cation. No taint of professional mediumship is contained in
either case and all ordinary objections may be discounted at the
outset. The parties are open to any investigation that scepticism
may adjudge desirable on the matter of character. The only
thing that would first occur to the curious inquirer would be
the question whether the work was not done as a literary ad-
venture merely pretending to come from the alleged source,
namely, Mark T'wain, a sort of jeu d’esprit to help in the adver-
tisement of the work by the claim that it was from the celebrated
humorist. There is but one fact which might arouse this sus-
picion and it is the fact that both ladies are writers and are not in
a trance when the work 1s done. But students know that automat-
ism is not limited to trance conditions. It is quite common in
rormal consciousness, and the Ouija Board is not necessary as a
means to the end. It simply happened in this case, that nothing
could be done without it. Any question on this point must be
answered by the critic’s or doubter’s own study of the two ladies.
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And whatever scepticism may be entertained on this point cannot
be applied to the cross-reference work of Mrs. Chenoweth. 1
may be accused of being in collusion with the twe ladies, but no
scepticism short of that will have any foundation.

Mrs. Hutchings had not read anything of Mark Twain’s until
after much of the work had been done. She knew, of course,
about the man, This much cannot be said of Mrs. Hays. She
was more familiar with his work. Four facts, as indicated in
the previous brief article, indicate the resources for a theory of
subconscious resurrections to account for the phenomena. (1)
Mrs. Hays had read a great deal of Mark Twain's work. (2)
She had expressed the desire that he would communicate, thus
providing the condition for a Freudian explanation for his ap-
pearance. (3) She has a very keen sense of humor herself, with
a tinge of Mark Twain's drollery, tho with less compass and
depth than his. (4) She also possesses a vein of melancholy like
Mark Twain, tho without the irony which he had. Perhaps it
would favor the same interpretation of the sceptic to add that
Mrs. Hays has psychic powers in other directions which favor
the dissociation necessary to produce work of the kind, But this
condition is as much in favor of other explanations than that of
the psychiatrist, so it cannot have conclusive importance.

The suspicion that subconscious fabrication might be the ex-
planation made it necessary to experiment in a manner to decide
the issue. The conditions just mentioned were ideal for the
theory of subconscious production, and without experiment for
cross reference it was idle to maintain that the work was super-
normal. There was absolutely no evidence within the individual
case to support the supernormal, except little incidents and refer-
ences in the work, and perhaps its general character involving a
better digest of his writings than was probable. This suggested
independent origin in spite of the general presumption that prior
knowledge inspired the main subject. But these points would not
be conclusive to the hard headed sceptic, and hence it was neces-
sary that I should try experiments for cross reference for evi-
dence that Mark Twain was at the bottomn of the affair. Previous
cases which had turned out favorably in this respect had sug-
gested the experiment. These cases have been mentioned more
than once in connection with similar phenomena, and outlined in
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the Report on the case of Doris Fischer. In them experiment
yielded data which required us to modify previous verdicts about
the powers of secondary personality. It remamed to test the
present instance in the same way to see if the conclusion based
upon the known facts antecedent to the production of the work
alleging Mark Twain as its source would be confirmed or contra-
dicted. This question can be answered after we have summarized
the facts.

2. Summary of the Experiments.

After about half of the sittings were over, Mrs. Chenoweth
one day remarked to me that she had recently felt impressed that
she should read Mark Twain, adding that she had never read him,
but thought she ought to know something of the great American
humorist. It thus appears that she was quite ignorant of the man.

Nothing had been published about the case that had reached
the knowledge of Mrs. Chenoweth. A western paper or two had
mentioned it, but the one that had said most about it was not a
daily and had a very small circulation in the East. Mrs, Cheno-
weth had not seen this or any reference to it. Nor had she seen
any allusion to the case in other papers which might have men-
tioned the subject in connection with a visit of the two ladies to
Columbia, Mo., where they discussed it before a newspaper con-
vention a few days before they reported for the experiment. But
it would not have helped her any to have known about the fact.
The purpose which | had and the identity of the parties were
effectually concealed from her. She had never seen or known
the ladies and did not know that I had any design for experiment
with them. Moreover they were taken separately to the sittings.
She did not even see either of them in her normal state and could
not see them in her trance, because they sat behind her, being
admitted to the room after she had gone into the trance. Every
precaution was taken to conceal their identity from her, and she
could have known them personally without actually knowing
normally who was present. Under these circumstances ten sit-
tings were held and then I continued the experiments after the
ladies left Boston. I took Mrs. Hays first because she was the
less known of the two ladies and was evidently the main psychic
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in the result. Mrs. Hutchings then followed with her five sit-
tings. At intervals with the sittings in connection with Mrs.
Chenoweth [ had sittings with the two ladies themselves, using
the Ouija Board, with a view to giving suggestions at these sit-
tings as to what I wanted with Mrs. Chenoweth, so that 1 could
remain silent in the main experiments, and also with some hope
that these sittings might help in the effort at cross reference.

Evidence of the supernormal appeared at once, but there was
very little hint of Mark T'wain until several sittings had been held
Allusion to the kind of work he had done was obscurely indicated,
but not until the fifth sitting did specific evidence of his identity
appear.

At the first sitting for Mrs. Hays the first communicator was
apparently a parent, hers being dead, but this relation was not
clear. Soon a change of control took place and the first sentence
was: “ The Girl is a ight.” This was not only a correct hit, but
the use of the word ' Girl "' was especially significant, as it was
the name by which Mark Twain called her with Mrs, Hutchings
in the Quija Board experiments. Immediately the control re-
marked that * her sensitiveness was of interest” to me, which
was especially true, and the first time that so prompt a recog-
nition of such an interest had taken place. In a moment an
allusion was made to her father, who is dead, and his desire to
communicate indicated, and then some diagnosis of her powers
followed. Immediately reference was made to “ hands and vis-
ions 7', adding that she *“sees things sometimes”. Both were
true. Mrs. Hays is quite clairvoyant and has pictographic vis-
jons in one type of her work. Evidently the allusion to ** hands ™
was a fragmentary intimation of the Ouija Board work, but it
was not further developed at the time. It was said that some of
these experiences were '* written to make clear to some one else
that they occurred . If this referred to the work of Mark Twain
it was correct. It was specifically stated that these experiments
were '‘not coincidents ”, which is particularly true of Mark
Twain's work, which consists of posthumously written stories,
and it was stated that this work had “ 2 real purpose ”,

Allusion was then made to the mother and to an Aunt Eliza-
beth, the former being dead and nothing known about the latter
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whether dead or not at the time, tho such a person and relation-
ship were correct. Then came an intimation that a little boy was
present, a child of the sitter. She had lost a stillborn boy some
ten years previously, The sitter was said to be quite nervous.
This was true. ‘Then with a reference to another and unrelated
matter the first sitting closed.

At the opening of the second sitting what purported to be one
of Mrs. Hays's guides came first, intimating that it was the
grandfather who came the day before and disclaiming that it was
his personality in the present instance, but showing in his or her
spirit that there was some friction with others. The sequel
showed that my inference at the time was correct. This person-
ality intimated some doubt about what I was after, knowing that
the possession of Mark Twain might threaten his or her domin-
ion. But no evidence of the supernormal came at this sitting.
This communicator simply asserted that he or she could * make
the noise too ", but did not indicate whether it was raps or the
noise of the Ouija Board. From my acquaintance with obsession
I would say that the controls had put this personality in to fore-
shadow the difficulties under which the work with me had to be
done.

The first communicator at the third sitting was more har-
monious and disavowed identity with the guide of the day before.
Allusion was again made to the sitter's nervousness and then to
work of this kind at home, saying nothing about the Ouija Board.
tho referring to the work as capable of being done in the same
way as this work, and then describing it as clairvoyance, This
was not what I wanted, but it was correct. The lady, [ learned
after the sitting, was quite clairvoyant and most of her work had
been done in that way. I had known nothing of it.

When [ asked who it was that was doing the work at home,
understanding of my desire was indicated and the intimation that
the identification would have to be established by messages ** given
through another source ”, implying the need of cross reference,
giving as the reason for the need of this what was tantamount
to the admission that the subconscious might color a personality
in the transmission: for the communicator said that * there is
often a play of imagination to contend with, not always in the
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The communications continued pertinent tho fragmentary for
some time, when there was an evident attempt to give his name,
“Mtwo” or “M 27 came at once, which was very significant.
Then the attempt resulted only in a possible reference to Stainton
Moses, which I interpret “* Moms” to be, and then Myers, both
of whom often help in such crises. But * Ma ' came clear enough
and then the subliminal came on with a prolonged effort to get his
full name. “Ma’ came first and then “ 5. T.”, which were
initials of his name, the first of his real name and the second of
his assumed name. Then followed * Mark ”, whose meaning is
apparent to those who know, as the first name, and the initial of
his second name. But the subconscious evidently supposed that
Saint Mark was meant and alluded to “ Saint ”, but abandoned
this. Then the name Mark was spelled out and the sitting
terminated, tho the subconscious evidently thought that Mark
Hanna was intended, as Mrs. Chenoweth asked me if I knew any
woman by the name of Hannah. The next day Mark Twain
alluded to this mistake in a humorous way. But the most sig-
nificant indication of his identity was the “M two ”, as it came
before the subconscious had any hint of his identity. This ex-
pression was a correct indication of his name, which he had
adopted after his experience as a pilot on the Mississippi River,
[t designated the soundings of the plummet. It came in full later,
but from this time on the case was clear and it was important that
he thus established his identity with Mrs. Hays before Mrs.
Hutchings took her place at the next sitting.

At the next sitting the most interesting phenomenon is the
fact that it did not illustrate the usual course, which is to have
relatives of the sitter appear and relatives only. Instead of this
Mark Twain came at once and the fact signified his connection
with both parties. The first thing done was to try to give his real
name rather than his now de plume, which, whether intended or
not, was especially significant, as it did not exactly continue the
effort with which the sitting of the day before closed. I got first
the capital letter “ 5" and then “ Sam ™, followed by “ Cl ", his
name, as everyone knows, being Samuel Clemens. From what
occurred the day before in the confusion about Mark Hanna it
was evident that the subconscious had not yet any inkling of his
identity. With the failure of the effort to get the full name came



The Return of Mark Twain 13

the following statement : “ Funny man cannot write his own name
without so much fuss, but when one assumes so many titles one
must inevitably make a mark in the world of literature, even if
that literature assumes the ponderousness of Psychic Research or
Christian Science.”

This last sentence is packed full of his identity. Evidently
the use of the word “ mark ", especially in association with the
reference to “ titles ", was intended as a play on his pseudonym
and the z2lusion to Christian Science told who he was, because it
was the title to one of his works. We must remember that the
subconscious had not yet caught on to the real name. Immedi-
ately after the sentence quoted he referred to ““ Hartford ” and
the statement added : “ Place, not person. To think that any one
could take a Connecticut Yankee for an Ohio Statesman. Joke
lost on you. To think a man of niy superior hirsuite growth
should ever be mistaken for the bald and baby face of him who
ruled a President.”

Here again is a statement packed full of personal identity. It
bears reference to Mark Hanna, who had the reputation of ruling
President McKinley. Mark T'wain had a very bushy head of hair
and Mark Hanna was bald and clean shaven. Mrs. Chenoweth,
of course, knew of Mark Hanna and possibly that Mark Twain’s
old home was at Hartford, Connecticut. But she did not know
normally that he was communicating or that his presence had any
connection with the sitter.* Immediately came the following
spontaneously, connecting the present with the previous sitting:

The 2 Marks, my name, exactly fits the case, the 2 Marks. Never
mind. You know whe I am now and it is all right for me.

(I knew it all along, but we stubborn scientific men have to get it
on paper. )

I forgive every Scientist except the Christian, and that is a mat-
ter of principle with me,

* Reference to his 4 Connecticut Yankee at the Court of King Arthur is
alsg probably intended, and was “‘lost on” J. H, H,, being noted by Miss
Tubby, his secretary, when reading proof of this record. This is the moere
probable, as Mark Twain was not 3 born * Yankee " himself.—G. O. T.
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The reader can see the point of this from the remark above
that “2 Marks " came from his experience as a pilot, and from
his relation to Christian Science, which he treated contempt-
uously. The passage has his sense of humor in it also,

He then referred to his living in New York, whither he had
gone after leaving Hartford. He then explained, after indicating
why music had been referred to before, that his return had the
inportance of being intended for showing that he “ was not a
dead one ™. He then stated that this was not his first appearance
and that he had * practiced some through the hand of the girl”.
this term " girl " being the name by which he had called the two
ladies in his work with them. He then compared his work with
that of Frank Stockton, remarking that the latter had better look
after his laurels. The whole passage was full of humor.

After this humorous account of his purpose he turned to the
serious aspect of it and remarked: “ I have a way of making light
of it only that I may better keep hold, but it is the vital matter of
creation.” This reflected the serious aspect of his nature, which
was not so well known as the humorous, the serious trait being
known only to a few, or to those who could read his works be-
tween the lines. Mrs. Chenoweth had not read any of them.

He took up the humorous vein again in a passage too long to
quote and not otherwise evidential. But he returned to say that
he had been somewhat familiar with the general subject of
psychic research before his death. I knew this was a fact and
asked him to give an incident or two. He referred to a * vision
like a mist rising and forming a picture before me ”, and then to
conversation with some friends. I had in mind his experiences in
“ mental telegraphy ”, as he called them. But he did not mention
these. The sitting terminated with a reference to “ Samuel ", his
first Christian name, but too well known to make evidential.

At the next sitting Mark Twain began with the effort to get
the name of his living daughter, which I did not know at the time,
and succeeded in all but the letter “ a2 in Clara, which he com-
pleted later. He gave the name Mark in connection with it, and
then made an effort to give the password which he had agreed on
in St. Louis, but in which he did not succeed at the time, tho he
got the first letter of it, which I did not acknowledge. 1 did not
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understand it until he explained what he was trying to do. He
went at it in a roundabout way. The following long passage
shows what he was doing:

It is not a safe thing for a man to go to a foreign land without his
passports and I begin to think this is worse than any customs a trav-
eler passes through, for passports are not enough. He must give his
ancestry and his innermeost purposes to a hard headed wretch who
sits in command of the light. By the way why do you call the
zutomatist a light ?

(It was originated by the Imperator group beginning with Stain-
ton Moses and the Piper case, and I followed suit.)

It may be to keep light craft away, as the rocks and shoals make
havoe with all except strong swimmers,

(I understand, Do you remember the password?)

You are referring to work done at another place which was to be
repeated here s ... or anywhere, if 1 found myself able to come.

{Yes, exactly,)

And I have known from the first that I must get that through in
order to prove that I was the same spirit who has been doing some
things at home.

(Yes, exactly.)

Now I referred to passports with that in mind and I intend to
make good my plan to help them. You know whom I mean, the girls.

(Yes.)

Much of this explains its own relevance, but there are
two or three things that do not. [t is true in recent years,
but not before his death, that a traveler has to give his
ancestry and purposes to custom officers or government officials,
as well as a passport. Mrs. Chenoweth knew absolutely nothing
about this. The query about the use of the word “ light ” turned
out to be especially relevant. Mrs. Hutchings told me that Mark
had used the word * automatist " in his work with her and Mrs.
Hays. He is only the second person that has ever used the term
through Mrs. Chenoweth, the other being Mrs. Verrall, who
used it regularly in life. The word “light” or * medium”,
usually the former, is the one used in the work of Mrs.
Chenoweth.

It was a fair hit, not necessarily implied by my query about

E')i.
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the password, to refer to work elsewhere and then ask me if I
knew what he meant by *the girls”. The word " Girls”, as
already explained, was the one used by him to denote the ladies,
The letter *“ s " is the first one in the password. This came later,
but the consciousness of its importance is clear in the passage
here,

There followed at once a reference to the sitter's mother as
one who helped with the work. Mrs. Hutchings's mother was
dead, and in a moment she apparently took control, but the sequel
showed that Mark was the intermediary. The only distinct evi-
dential incident in her message was a reference to her head being
dizzy. She had died from diabetes and during the last months of
her life she was very dizzy much of the time. The reference to
a child was not clear until a little later, Mark Twain assumed
control for a time and then the mother came and tried again and
only got the initial “ 8" of Mark Twain’s real Christian name
and then the subliminal came on for a time, during which the
allusion to the * child ”, now said to be * a little brother ¥ of the
sitter, made it evident what was meant in the first reference. The
sitter’s mother had lost a little boy who was, of course, a little
brother to the sitter. She then made a reference to “ Two
Sams ”, which was very important, tho wholly unknown to me.
Sam Jones and Samuel Clemens, Mark T'wain, had both come to
the ladies in St. Louis.

The automatic writing then returned with an attempt to give
the initials of Mark Twain's real name and they were given as
“8. C. C”, which were incorrect, tho I did not know it at the
time. Later he spontaneocusly corrected the error. He then al-
luded to some experiences as he was dying, stating that he had
seen his wife while he was inn a semi-conscious state. After some
non-evidential remarks he tried to correct the mistake in “ S, C,
C.” but failed, and then compared me to P. T. Barnum, saying
under oral control that 1 ““had an elephant on my hands in
the work . I ascertained that he had known P. T. Barnum
personally, who was the celebrated showman and who had
made a great deal of elephants in his menagerie. Mrs. Cheno-
weth knew nothing about his relation to Barnum, whatever we
may suppose regarding her knowledge of the showman,

At the beginning of the next sitting it was evidently the
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mother of Mrs. Hutchings who occupied the time at first, tho her
communications were invaded by an effort to get the name Clara,
which was that of Mark Twain's living daughter. It was evident
throughout that the communications were an interfusion of the
mother’'s and Mark Twain, as they combined the mental attitude
of the sitter's mother and some of the affairs of Mark Twain as
connected with the dictation of the two volumes through the
ladies and the Ouija Board. The mother was probably the inter-
mediary, and there was an allusion to a picture which was said
to be a photograph of himself and to be in the room where the
work was done.

This reference to a photograph has considerable interest. The
record shows that it was associated with his danghter Clara, and
said that it was kept near at home. Now Mrs. Hutchings had a
picture of Mark T'wain in the room where she and Mrs. Hays
did their work. It was a photograph that was made at the time
he took his lecture tour around the world and his wife and
daughter Clara were with him. In the communications he had
always used the word * home ” to mean the place where the com-
munications were made to the ladies. He was evidently referring
to his daughter in this connection in order specially to identify
the picture, as he had many photographs of himself besides
this one.

Then came a reference to the " writing board ™, which defi-
nitely implied the Ouija Board. and then an effort to tell the
nature of the work done, which was said not to be * personal
messages, but more like editorial ', with emphasis on the word
“ editorial ”. So far as this went it was correct enough, and also
the further statement that the work was now mostly complete.
The following is the message on the point just mentioned :

You have both been so careful to eliminate all that would mar the
beauty of the pure expressions he wished to use.

(1 understand, and do you know the name of ...? [Writing
went on.] book. (Yes.) Of course I do, for was it not a part of the
plan over here to have the complete work, name, title, size, descrip-
tion given to you about the make up &c,

(Yes.) [Sitter nodded assent.]

It is not a joke at all, but a very earnest endeavor to make an ad-
dition to literature, a sort of post-humous work, see?
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mentioned, The effort, however, ended in confusion. After a
sublimunal interval the automatic writing tried it again and got
nothing more than the “ J ”, The subliminal recovery came again
and I pressed the fact that I wanted an important name. There
was some reluctance to do it and the sitting closed.

At the opening of the next sitting the letters “ Br” came,
which were the first two letters in the title of the second volume
received by the ladies, but it was not stated that this was the
intention.

Immediately following, Henry Ward Beecher purported to
communicate, and there was much difficulty in getting his name
through. I got the " Ward ” and thonght it was Artemus Ward,
who was also 2 humorist and might well be associated on any
theory with Mark Twain, but the correction of it resulted in an
interesting coincidence which I did not know of until I kad com-
mumcated with Mrs. Hutchings. It seems that Henry Ward
Beecher was referred to in one of their sittings a few days before
they started East for the sittings in Boston. Mr, Beecher men-
tioned his having come with Dr. Funk at an earlier time. This
was true and it was especially pertinent to have this association
of the two men as Dr. Funk had been a member of Mr. Beecher's
church, a fact which Mrs. Chenoweth did not know. It seems
that Mr. Beecher’s object here was to help Mark Twain establish
conclusively his relation to the work done through the ladies.

At the next sitting Mark Twain came with oral control at the
outset, apparently using, on the other side, the method of giving
his message in the manner he had done it by the Quija Board.
He spelled the first three words by letters and then spoke the
words as wholes after that, It was evidently practice with a view
of giving the names I wanted. He closed with giving his full
name and address with great ease: “ Samuel Langhorne Clemens,
Hartford, Connecticut.,” 1 had never heard his middle name and
neither did Mrs. Chenoweth know it. I knew the rest, But the
chief significance in getting it was in the ease with which proper
names came in this instance of oral control. [t suggested that, if
we could eliminate the pictographic process usual with Mrs.
Chenoweth we might use clairaudience more effectively in getting
proper narnes. It remains to prove this possibility in practice.

At the next sitting another communicator came and it was
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July 6.—Instructions to imagine sitting in a swing with long ropes,
swinging back and forth, and sending impulses in the same di-
rection as the swing at the end of each swing,

This produced fine grey with white sparkles almost at once.

July 14 —Steel-blue and brown.

July 23.—These exercises produce hyperesthesia to very small
sources of physical light. Tried swimming upward. Sky bluish
with white top light. Later pinky grey. Later brilliant white
glare.

July 29.—All objects seen appear nearer. Music.

Aug. 3.—Sharp hissing sound. Some feeling of choking. Feeling
like that after taking nitrous oxide gas. Reactions after exer-
tion now produce dark blue instead of purple and orange.

Aug. 10—Instructions to regard body as 2 limp netting on the

ground, and to steam up through the latter.
Entirely new dark blue sky, Feeling as of an electric current
in the arms. Anasthesia in hands and feet. Sense of loss of
locality, and of being miles from anywhere. No lights or
sounds. Pulse and respiration rapid. No reaction for some
time, then like strong yellowish light with streaks in it like sea
water,

Aup. 12 —5ky primrose pink. Sensation of being outside the body.
Some red. Feeling as if the body were melting down like tar,

Aug. 15.—Sitting now refreshes me, especially if 1 start tired.
Clear pale dawn tints; delightiul sensation as of floating.

Aug. 19-—Brilliant patches of white light. Body feels below me in
space, and as if T were free from it, except at the base of the
brain. Distinct feeling of motion.

Aug. 29—Fainting sensation.

Aug. 31.—Pale blue with white sparkles. Definite illumination of
part of the room. Respiration 35, On trying to steam up from
the body, sudden feeling of expansion, and the sky became black
with fiery outlines of figures. Feeling of being touched. Con-
fused sense of persons moving about in the room.

Sept. 6—Bright blue sparkling sky. Musical phrases, this time
synchronous with breathing. '

Sept. 18.—S5mall blue circular hghts.

Sept. 23.—Much brilliant general light. Bright space 2 ft. from me
which did not change with the eyes. Feeling of motion comes
now more quickly and easily.

Sept. 25.—No colors except grey.

Qct. 2—Pale blue sky almost white. White tissue paper figures of
all sizes and shapes at all sorts of angles.

QOct. 5—Instructions to fly slowly and evenly in any direction.

Pale blue with much general light. Also centers of light like
arc la&nps seen through fog., Sensation as if top of head com-
ing off.
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Qct. 8.—Pale blue sky, with light streaming down in rays. Feeling
of being pulled forward; sometimes only my body, sometimes
the chair, or rather the mental image of the chair, also. New
shades of blue.

Oct. 22 —Concentration on the idea of union with God, or on the
immensity of space, seems to have the same effect as the steam-
Ing exercise.

Nov. 9—Pink fogs.

Nov. 14,—Sense of being in two places at once. 'Wavy swayings of
the top light.

Nov. 29.—Instructions to imagine going upward and backward.
White sparkling sky with vague figures. I seemed to be able to
look down on my own body, being rather surprised to see how
bald the top of my head was. Some nausea.

Dec. 13-16,—Marked cloud effects with funnel-shaped openings.

1011

Jan. 1.—Jet black. Later twilight effect. Flickering points like
ignis fatuns. Pressure back of the nose. Neo music now for a
long time.

Jan. 14.—Strongly illuminated spot over my bed, about six fect
away from me. Same whether eyes closed or open. Fog with
auroral streamers in it. Irridescent spectrum border to field of
vision. I now get into a light sky almost at once, where form-
erly it took 10-20 minutes,

Jan. 15 —Light luminous clouds. Quite startling white gleams of
light.

Jan, 22.—Feeling as of being up very high, General light now more
like dawn instead of moonlight as formerly. Cold blasts of air.

Jan. 3t.—Dark blue sky with large white snowflakes.

Feb. 1—Considerable sense of loss of personal identity.

Feb. 4 —Many tissue paper figures, more three-dimensional than
usual.

Apr. 9—A large white globe appeared near me, lasting some time.
Feeling as of tuming inside out.

1912

Feb, 5.—~Instructions to imagine myself in a smooth tank shaped
like a truncated cone; to make my body liguid, and to revolve
myself on top of the liquid which gradually rises; to hunt for a
small opening in the side of the tank through which a white light
shines; and to pour out through it.

Feb. 19.—Vague white figures of persons,

Apr. 30.—Vague murmuring voices.

!')i.
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May 3.—~Instructions to be a soapbubble or bit of down blown in
any direction,

Very definite sense of motion, also as if one could see infinite
distances,

May 5-15.~Transparent kaleidoscopic effect, as if a lot of sheets of
glass were being wurned at various angles. Am no longer chilly
in sitting, and have no headache. Whatever color comes lasts
longer. No more purple and orange on relaxing. Less fog.
More diffused light., When I think of my body, it seems some
feet away.

June 2.—Tremendous amount of general light. Would seem enough
to read by.

June 3—Riot of color, red, blue and black, with rapid changes.
Sound of bells.

June 4—Instructions to go up and backward, and to look down on
a very deep pool of water, pointed at the bottom, which is to
grow smaller as I rige.

June 13.—Blasts of cold air, apparently proceeding from certain
illuminated spaces in the room. Harmony in a2 minor key.
Feeling as of persons moving near me. This feeling is a kind of
combination of seeing and feeling. The persons are usually out
of focus, or 1 see only part of them.

July 4 —Instructions to go to the Himalayas through the air.

This produced very light skies with the most delicate figures yet
seen. Definite mental figure of mountains, roads, temple, mon-
astery, etc., which always presented a similar appearance after-
ward. As to figures of persons, my attention was sometimes
drawn to them by their radiance when I had not been Jooking
their way. Musical phrases now have seven or eight notes in-
stead of three or four.

Sept. 22.—Had a mental image of an oriental figure with a black
beard and white dress in a mist. At first a long way off, then
nearer, like a telescopic object brought into focus. This sort of
image seemed to be part way between physical vision and
ordinary imagination. Somewhat like a dream image ; but mqre
like a mirror reflection than a real person.

Sept. 26—Instructions to imagine a point 2 ft, in front of me at the
level of my throat, and to see it coming toward me until I merge
with it and become a point.

Oct. 4.—More light than ever before. Tingling in hands. Beauti-
ful, soft, minor chords. Am at last able to think of myself
moving as a point or without form.

Oct. 15 —0uite definite shifting bands of light, like the currents in
a high-frequency tube.

Oct. 19.—Sound as of striking on steel. Itching and tickling of
hands and face. Much snapping of woodwork in the room.
Sense of loss of location.
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Oct. 21.—Alternating high and low musical notes.
Oct. 25—Pink, lilac, peacock blue and green.
Nov.—8ky darker, and results unsatisfactory.

Dec. 4—Instructions to concentrate on a line running backward
from the center of my head, and to follow it indefinitely.
This produced at once clear pale blue with white sparkles.

Dec. 7.—Crimson, red and brown. Sense of freedom and of ability
to see in all directions.

Dec. 17.—Dim landscape.
1813

Jan. 6 —Tnstructions to imagine a large mirror 20 ft. back of me; to
walk to it mentally without being conscious of my body but only
of my advancing nage in the mirror ; when I reach the surface
of the mirror, to melt into it and try to rise, holding breath 3
minutes.

1915

Aug. 2—Very strong top light; bright blue with white sparkles.
Impression of a figure leaning against a pillar about 50 {t. away.
This image had the same quaiity as that of Sept. 22, 1912, supra,
It was not colored, as in dreams, and was rather indistinct.
More like the awareness of movements above referred to.

Aug. 19.—The communicators stated that they had done all for me
that they could; that exercises, except concentrating on some
dead person, would be no further use; that the trouble was that
my physical and astral were so closely united that it was impos-
sible to separate them by ordinary methods; that a severe illness
would be used to accomplish the result; and that I should see
and hear before Aug. 28, 1918, being 6 years, 2 months and 8
days from June 20, 1912, at which date a prediction of sight and
hearing * within 4 to 6 ” had been made. [11]

11, If there is any truth in these things at all, the statement abowut my
physical being strongly attached to my astral is probably correct, I come of
a family of which sight generations on my father's side died at an average age
of 87, several collaterals being over 100 years, It requires over twice the usual
quantity of ether or nitrous oxide to’produce anesthesiz. 1 was very ill durmg
the last half of 1917; but query whether this was the illness meant. At the
date of writing (Nov, 18, 1917) I have not noticed any particular psychic
effects from the illness,

E')i.
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Summary and Conclusion.

The foregoing extracts may be sufficient to give a general idea
of the results obtained by the various concentrations. Repetitions
of things seen near the beginning are given to some extent in
order to show the general course of things, even though the effect
on the reader may be rather tedious. It will be noted that super-
normal sight and hearing were what the writer was trying for;
and that all that he got, such as it was, concerned those two senses.
Only once or twice were odors perceived, usually those of flow-
ers; and no things of taste,

The guestion whether the things seen and heard were caused
by outside stimuli (whether applied to the eyes and ears or to the
brain), or whether they were caused by an auto-stimulation of the
visual and auditory centers through the concentrations practised,
remains an open one. Much more experimenting must be done
by many persons to make even an opinion on this point possible.

The writer does not normally, like many persons, see colors
when his eyes are closed or in a dark room. It was only when
doing the exercises that the colors and sounds appeared. In gen-
eral, the variety of colors and of sounds increased together; and
the higher notes were not heard umntil the later appearing colors
came, Otherwise, there seemed to be no exact connection between
the sounds heard and the colors seent. [12] The color effects were
frequently quite brilliant and varied, although the record of them
probably appears prosaic, and entirely fails to give an adequate
idea. The development of the power to see an amount of light
the equivalent of full moonlight, within a few minutes after enter-
ing a perfectly dark room, was certainly a surprise to the writer,
Indeed many of the things seen were entirely unexpected, and in
few sittings were the results precisely alike.

The most definite objects seen were: (a) A Greek profile, and
the head and shoulders of a Hindu in a turban, These were per-
fectly distinct. (b) The brilliant red object on July 27, 1909,
This was the most vivid thing seen. (¢) Large round blue lights,
(d) Small round blue or yellow lights. (e) Landscapes, some-
times in one or two tones, sometimes in natural colors. (f) II-

12. Cf Journal 4. 8. P, R, x, 650,

T
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luminated spaces or patches of mist or color, frequently about the
size of persons, but showing no definite details. (g) Irregular-
shaped figures of all sizes, white in color and usually seen in a
pale blue sky, called “lace” or “ tissue paper” figures, These
were perhaps the rarest sights, and required the most effort to
produce.

Next may be mentioned two sorts of things, of which it is
difficult to say whether they were seen or felt. [13] (i) Figures
definitely of persons, usually at a considerable distance, sur-
rounded by other objects like trees or columns. They were not
physically seen, nor did they appear to be simple imaginattons or
like dream images. They were usually immobile for a consider-
able period. (j) Consciousness of sudden movements near me,
or in one case, on the further side of a wall. A slight amount of
vision seemed connected with these, as where one absorbed in
reading is for an instant couscious of another person moving in
the room. The sight part of the experience was, however, always
instantaneous ; and incomplete, as if one saw only an arm or part
of the body of a person moving, which at once vanished.

The principal sounds heard were the following: (k) a hissing
or whistling as of escaping steam. This may have been caused by
the circulation, as one hears similar sounds only louder under
ether and nitrous oxide. (1) Single musical notes. (m) Musical
phrases, generally new to the writer, repeated over and over.
{n) Hymn tunes and other tunes, known to the writer. These
were distinctly heard as sounds, differing from the “ running of
a tune in one’s head ” in the same way as hearing a person read a
sentence differs from imagining his reading it or remembering
how his previous reading sounded. (o) Harmonies, often very
beautiful, and usually unknown to the writer. Music of this kind
is common under anasthetics and where a person falls from a
height, [14] The occult doctrine is that in both such cases, the

13. Cf. the doctrine that all the astral senses are one, in the second of the
previous reports.

14 See cases in Myers's Human Personality. It is alleged by certain
accultists that spitits communicate in three ways, The lowest grades of spirits
use ordinary words. The intermediate grades impress ideas upon the brain of
the sitter: Such ideas are vague and general, and therefore subject to con-
fusipn, The higher grades of spirits use music as a universal language, which
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astral body is suddenly expelled, and senses astral vibrations as
sounds. It may be remarked that the writer, though familiar with
music, is not able to compose harmonies; and the development of
these was quite unexpected. (p) Two or more notes or sounds
in aiternation or irreguiar sequence ; sometimes simultaneous, but
not in unison or harmony, nor yet in discord. This was a very
curious experience. The sounds seemed to belong to different
types; and not to clash, any more than do the maltitude of sounds
in the woods and fields on a summer night. (g) Sound of a bell
or bells, sometimes in harmony. (r) Metallic noises, like the
striking on an anvil. No definite voices were heard, although the
communicators predicted them. Once or twice, a confused
murmur of voices was heard.

The foregoing experiences would be interesting if they stood
alone, and had not been part of a series of sittings in which
alleged spirits undertook to produce them. The first report con-
tained some apparently supernormal incidents connected with the
matter ; and the full record would supply a good many more, The
repeated failure to achieve certain resalts at the time predicted in

is the same at all times and in all spirit worlds. This language is made up
of tones or chords, and these are similar to Chinese ideographs, In the cse
of the latter, for example, 2 simple mark means “ liquid *; when another mark
is hitched on to the first one, the meaning becomes * water™; when a second
mark i3 hitched on, the meaning becomes "red water”, 4. ¢, wine; ete. In
the same way, in this musical language, a simple tone stands for a general
idea, and this is rendered concrete, precise and definite by the addition of
overtones and harmonics. Owing to the fact that an almost infinite number
of tones exist, of which our ordinary scale uses only a few, there are plenty
of signs for the language.

It is further stated that many masical composers get their themes and
motives through hearing astral music; and that Wagner in addition received
by the intuitive method spoken of above an understanding of what some of
what he heard meant. Therefore, by comparing the text of some of his
operas (especially Persifal) with the music, it is said that one can begin to
learn the language.

Whatever may be thought of this doctrine, it is perfectly consistent with
other spirit teachings. In the second of my reports it was stated that accord-
ing to the spirit commupications all thoughts consist of, or are accompanied
by, vibrations; and these vibrations appear to one having suitable sense organs
as forms, colors and sounds. (Possibly also as smells, as they seem sometimes
to appear to animals.) Every thought-form therefore has its exactly cor-
responding sound expression,
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the communications, and the total failure to see and talk with
identified spirits, can be set off against what was achieved; but
does not decide whether the results obtained were supernormal or
not. The writer hopes that any readers versed in experimental
psychology will comment. on this article, and indicate any
physiological explanations that may occur to them.

Ordinarily, the writer finds it difficult to imagine anything like
a landscape or a person, and have it stay still and permanent.
The things and persons seen, however, on the mental trips to the
Himalayas, remained persistent and such as could be identified,
from the first trip to the last. Ordinanly, too, the writer has the
same difficuity in keeping permanent the memory of a scene or
picture; so that the possible explanation that the things seen on
these trips were a subconscious or latent memory of some picture
or scene has that fact to contend with. In the same way when
rising from the physical body and looking down on it, the body
was quite stable, and diminished in size with the distance, as it
normally would. On the other hand, artists who are able to paint
from an imagined figure must be able to hold that figure perma-
nent for a considerable time; and it may be that the Himalaya
experience of the writer was merely the result of his temporarily
acquiring that faculty.

It is to be hoped that some records will be made of or by
mediums, showing the color and sound effects accompanying
their work. It may be that between pure imagination and
ordinary sense perception there is a graded series of experiences.
What kind of reality, for example, have the mental pictures
alleged to be produced by spirits upon the brain of a medium, or
involved in psychometry from material objects? When we con-
sider that printing—purely material black marks on material
white paper—can cause in many minds after many years mental
pictures of marvellous complexity, {provided such minds have
been trained in the necessary conventions), and that such mental
pictures are as unlike the marks as light waves are like the land-
scape they produce, or as the electric waves in a telephone line are
unlike the conversation one hears in the receiver, the possible
causes of mental imagery are seen to be legion.

One likely comment of readers is that regarding the folly of
spending time equal to many days of one’s life in experiments
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THE SHAKERS AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.
A Notable Example of Cotperation

by WaLTER F. PrINCE.

Many years ago my attention was turned with some degree
of interest to the peculiar people popularly known as Shakers. 1
cannot truthfully say that I had any intention of joining them,
though acknowledging that one might do very much worse. My
interest was rather in the direction of an old and singular litera-
ture which they possessed, which I was tempted to explore. Brief
correspondences took place with two remarkable men among
them, Frederick W. Evans, and, at a later date, Alonzo W, Hol-
lister. At neither time did I feel able to pay the high though rea-
sonable cost of the rare volumes.

It has not been long since I learned (what perhaps but few
know) that as early as 1837, eleven years before the raps sounded
on the walls of the old house where the Fox Sisters lived, phe-
nomena of a “ spiritualistic " order began among the Shakers in
this country, changing their form and increasing their scope, until
before a decade had passed, they affected every one of the widely
scattered Communities, The books produced during this decade
are largely the products and the records of these phenomena.
Nor were such experiences, in essential kind, entirely new among
this people, as still older books testify. And they by no means
ceased with the decade 1837-47, nor have they ceased vet, tho
they are no longer epidemic, but individual, expertences, con-
siderably more common among them than among the generality
of mankind.

It seemed desirable that the Society for Psychical Research
should acquire as much of the literature referred to as possible,
together with material bearing on the history, daily life and opin-
ions of the Shakers, in order that, at the first opportunity, this
interesting chapter in the history of occult phenomena might be
intelligently studied and set forth. Not that the matter has never
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Materials Presented to the American Society for Psychical

II,

Research by the Shakers, Through Eldress M. Catherine
Allen, of Mount Lebanon, N. Y.

[Rare and Old Books, some of them supposed to be of author-
ship inspired by Spirits]

*“The Sacred Roll 7, Canterbury, N, H. ? 1843. 402 pp.

“'The Millenial Church ', Albany, N. Y., 1823. 320 pp.

* The Millenial Church” (enlarged edition), Albany, N. Y.,
1848. 384 pp.

“ The Manifesto ", by John Dunlavy, N. Y., 1847. 486 pp.

“ Divine Book of Holy Wisdom"”, communications through
Pauline Bates, Canterbury, N. H., 1849. 696 pp.

“ Ch;ist’s Second Appearing V', 3rd ed., Union Village, O., 1828.

"~ 575 pp.

“ Christ’s Second Appearing ” (differs from foregoing in part),
1856. 631 pp.

“ Plain Evidences ™ {from * The Manifesto ” of Duniavy), Al-
bany, 1834. 120 pp.

* Testimonies of the Sacred Roll”, Canterbury, N. H., 1843,

404 pp.
“ Closing Roll and Sacred Covenant ”, Canterbury, N. H,, 1843
39 pp.

[Historical and Biographical]

“ Shakerism ”, Anna White and Leila Taylor. Columbus, O,
1904. 417 pp.

' Precepts of Mother Ann Lee ", 2nd ed. Albany, 1888, 302 pp.

Autobiography of Elder F. W. Evans, 1869. 162 pp.

“ Memorial to Eldress Anna White and Elder Daniel Offord, by
Leila S. Taylor, Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 182 pp.

*“ Ann Lee; Shakers and Shakerism”, by F. W. Evans, N. Y.,
1859, 189 pp.

“ In Memoriam, Henry C. Blinn *, Concord, N, H. 131 pp.

“ Ann Lee ", by F. W, Evans, London and Mt. Lebanon, 1858,

187 pp.

* Kentucky Revival”, by Richard M’Nemar, N. Y., 1846
136 pp.

“ Immortalized: Elder F. W. Evans ", Pittsfield, Mass., 1893,
129 pp.

“ Testimonies concerning Ann Lee”., Albany, 1827. 178
pp. [rare].

“ The Shakers and Their Homes ”, by C. E. Robinson. E. Can-
terbury, N. H. 134 pp.

“ In Memoriam ; Eldresses ). A. Durgin and ], J. Kaime ", Con-
cord, 1893, 100 pp.

L
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* Kentucky Revival ", Pittsfield, 1808. 176 pp. [rare].

“ Review of Mary Dyer’s ‘ Portraiture of Shakerism’”,
cord, 1824. 70 pp. [rare].

" Splrltuallsm among the Shakers ”, by H. C. Blimn. E. Can-
terbury, 1899. 101 pp.

Con-

[ Periodicals]
" Shaker Manifesto ” (from 1884 known as  The Manifesto '},
1878 to 1899 (vols. 8-29).
* The Shaker ", 1871-2; continued as “ The Shaker and Shaker-
es;", 1873-5; continued as * The Shaker”, 1876-7 (vols.
1-7}.

[Hymnology. Very many of the Shaker hymns, and much of
the music, it is claimed have been of automatic and inspir-
ational origin.)]

* Hymns and Anthems ", with music. East Canterbury, N. H.,
1892, 144 pp

“ Shaker Music: Inspirational Hymns and Songs ¥, with music.
N. Y, no date, 130 pp.

4 Sh;l;er Hymnal ”, with music. East Canterbury, N, H,, 1508,

4 pp.

* Shaker Music: Inspirational Hymns and Melodies ”, with
music. Albany, N. Y. (early ed.). 67 pp.

“ Original Shaker Music ”, with music. t. Lebanon, N. Y,,
1893. 271 pp.

Y Deﬁtional Melodies ”, with music. Canterbury, N. H., 1876.

" Sacred Repository ¥, with music of 2 peculiar notation, with-
out staff. Canterbury, N. H, 223 pp.

" Selection of Hymns and Poems”. Watervliet, N. Y., 1833.
194 pp. [very rare].

o Mlllenrilal Praises . 2nd ed. Hancock, 1813. 288 pp. [very
rare

“ Millennial Hymns ', Canterbury, N. H., 1847, 200 pp.

" Musical Expositor ™ {an instructor in the musicz! system re-
ferrved to above), by Russel Haskell. N_. Y., 1847, 82 pp.

"Rules of Music” (instructor in same system), by I. N.
Youngs. New Lebanon, N. Y., 1843. 40 pp,

[Miscellaneous Shaker Books]

* Shaker Theology ', by Bishop H. L. Eads. So. Union, Ky.,
1884, 287 pp.

Same as foregotng, enlarged. So Union, Ky., 1889. 366 pp.

" Tests of Divine Inspiration *, by F. W. Evans. New Leba-
non, N. Y., 127 pp,
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“ Revelation and United Inheritance ”, by H, Leonard. Har-
vard, 1858. 88 pp.

* Peculiarities of the Shakers ", N. Y., 1832, 116 pp.

" Juvenile Guide ”. Canterbury, N. H., 1844. 131 pp.

" Ger;ge Manners . - 3rd ed., East Canterbury, N. H,, 1899.

Pp-

“ Morning Star Bible Lessons”, Hollister and Green. Mt.
Lebanon, N. Y., 1894, 206 pp.

* Pearly Gate Bible Lessons . Hollister and Green. Mt Leba-
non, 1896. 255 pp.

*“ Mount Lebanon Cedar Boughs™, Shaker poems. Buffalo,
1895, 316 pp.

* Return of Departed Spirits ". Phila., 1843. 52 pp.

“Inner Life"”, by Wm, Leonard (by inspiration). Mt Leba-
nen, 1904, 86 pp.

[Non-Shaker Books]

“That Unknown Country ”. Springfield, 1889. 943 pp.

“ The True Christian Religion ”, by Swedenborg. Phila,, 1881.
1244 pp.

 Appeal on Behalf of Swedenborg ", by Samuel Noble. Lon-
don, 1886. 516 pp.

“ Spirit Voices ", by E. C. Henck, Phila., 1854, 144 pp.

“ The Other Shore ”, by Anna Warner. N. Y., 1872, 208 pp.

“ A Voice of Warning” (Mormon), by P. P. Pratt, London,
1854, 199 pp.

* War and Peace ”, by Philanthropos. Albany, 1831, 112 pp.

* Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritualism ¥, by Eugene
Crowell. (Veol.2) N, Y. 1875. 516 pp.

* Animal Magnetism and Artificial Somnambulism ”, by Count-
ess de St. Dominique. Boston, 1874. 234 pp.

* Lights and Shadows of Spiritualism ”, by D. D, Home. N.Y,,
1879. 483 pp. :

“ Heaven ", by D. L. Moody, Chicago, 1880. 107 pp.

[Pamphlets and Leaflets.}
Seventy in number, treating all matters concerning Shakers,
doctrinal, historical, biographical, spirit manifestations, etc.
Eleven relating to Spiritualism, Swedenborgianism, etc.

VII1. [Manuscript Material]

* Book of Remembrance " (supposed spirit messages, and in-
spirational compositions) 1842 to 1867. 106 pp.

Book recording spirit communications, ete, 1852, 129 pp.

“ A Book of Visions and Divine Manifestations ¥, by Russel
Haskell, Enfeld, Ct. 1835 to 1841, 123 pp.

“ Book of the Temple " (record of dreams and visions), 1843-5.

93 pp.
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of her psychic work. The thought expressed in the book is very far
from representing the natural taste and character of the lady. She
took her religion without half the intelligence displayed in the beok
and had no sectarian or religious enthusiasm or interest whatever,
You may regard it the work as a subliminal product, tho there is no
evidence of this. Such evidence as exists, tho not stated in the book,
is all the other way, Hence, having in view the present statement of
the mentol gntecedents and conditions under which it was produced,
the book has much interest for the student of psychology,—1 cannot
say that it has more,

The Editor of the book was so pleased with its spiritual character
that she assumed the trouble and expense of publishing it, with the
hope that others might be helped by the character of its contents.
This influence would have been greater if the facts had been told
about its origin. This sort of thing appeals to very few in this age
when religious thought is going downward. If the reader can feel
that it comes from spirits he may have more interest in it. The con-
tents are inspirational and will prove helpful to all who read for
conttents alone and do not care for source.

Prophecics and Omens of the Great War, By RaLps SHIRLEY,
Editor of the QOccult Review. William Rider and Son, Ltd,,
London, 1915,

Whatever severe critics may think or say of prophecies, Mr. Shir-
ley has done a good thing in collecting the floating predictions that
have a real or alieged relation to the present war. There is quite a
variety of them and some of thein go back more than a century, one
of them was printed in 1723, but ¢laims to have been given by a Prior
who lived in 1240. But the most striking one purports to have
originated in 1854. It is called the * Prophecy of Mayence”. The
date apparently cannot be assured. But another by a writer in the
London Times purports to have been given to the informant by Herr
Von Jagow, when he was Embassador in Rome, in 1899, It is in the
form of a conversation with that diplomat and purports to have been
made to Prince William of Prussia in 1829,

But we cannot outline the instances here. Readers may secure
the little volume. The English price is a sixpence, paper cover. Any
bookseller ought to be able to obtain it. There can be no doubt about
the meaning and relevance of some of the predictions, but whether
they are well authenticated as prophecies or have any supernormal
origin is the question. Unfortunately the most important ones seem
not to have their origin secured against doubt. People are so ac-
customed to disregarding prediction, or not to see their possible
meaning—this being rarely their fault since they are so vague—until
after the event that they do not obtain record and assured authen-
ticity. Mr, Shirley has done as well as he could, perhaps, to ascer-



72 Journal of the American Saciety for Psychical Research.

tain how much credence can be placed in the narratives as recorded
documents before the present time. But they all lack the funda-
mental criterion which sctence must demand in order to secure pro-
tection against interpretation alter the events,

Mr. Shirley has called attention to some instances which many
people would regard as prophecies, but which he rightly regards as
due to good insight into the probabilities from a knowledge of the
general character of the peoples concerned and the drift of things in
general. Readers will observe at once that such instances do some-
thing to discount the others. But when you look at the details in
some instances they certainly are not due to insight as suggested.
But the real difficulty is with the authenticity of the prophecies. Any
one after the event might well construct the details as they are and
hence we need to be absolutely assured that the prophecy was re-
corded before the war.

Nevertheless, the collective interest in them is considerable, and
they may awaken sufficient concern to have records made of such
things in the future, if they occur, and then we can decide whether
they are predictions or not. If we could be assured about the May-
ence prophecy its coincidences would be very remarkable, Their
meaning is clear enough in the record, but we are not sure when 1t
was made. The reported conversation with Herr Von Jagow is also
clear in its meaning, but again he reports it from memory, after the
cvent, if it be not invention pure and simple, and may give the in«
terpretation and not the facts. Besides he gives it second hand and
the Prince who originally reported it reports it from memory and
perhaps with interpretation interfused, On the whole, therefore, in
spite of the interest excited by the narratives, they are not conclusive
enough for scientific importance,

The Phiosophy of Spiritualiom, by Georce W, Kartes. Christopher
Publishing House, Boston, 1916, 235 pp.

This book will not be of any interest to the scientific man, It is
not based upon any induction of stated and recorded facts. The
author has read in general philosophy and depended upon g priors
assumptions and probably upon some personal experiences which he
does not mention, The chief characteristic of the book is its evident
purity of spirit and the desire to have a philosaphy. The author has
a decided sympathy with the religious temperament, tho he evidently
has no orthodoxy to maintain, at least of the past type. He shows a
clear conception of the New Testament, of Christ and his relation to
psychic phenomena in his work and teaching. In that respect he only
repeats what is coming to be a recognized fact. The book, however,
wiil be no help to the sceptic. In that quarter it will be regarded as
begging all questions. It is the conversion of the scientific man that
is now important and he cannot be influenced by a philosophy of
any kind.
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The American Inatitute {or Scientific Research was incorporated under
the Laws of New York in 1904, for the purpose of carrying on and endow-
ing investigation in the fields of Paychical Research and Psycho-theru-
peutica. The American Society for Psychical Research is a Section of
thia Corporation and is supported by contributions from its members and
an endowment fund which now exceeds $155000. The amount only paya
for the publications and office expenses, but does not enable the Inatitute
to carry on its scientific investigations. A much greater sum is required
before this work can be carried forward with the injtiative and energy
which its importance deserves. The charter of the Institute ia perpetual,

The endowment funds are dedicated strictdy to the uses set forth in
the deed of gift and are under the control of the Board of Trustees, the
character and qualifications of whom are safeguarded, as in cases of other
scientific institutions. ’

Moneys and property dedicated by will or gift to the purposes of the
American Institute, whether to the uses of psychical research or psycho-
therapeutics, are earnestly solicited. The form which such dedication
should take when made by will is indicated in the following condensed
draft.

FORM OF BEQUEST FOR THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE
FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

* I give, devise and bequeath to the American Institute for Scientific
Reaearch, a corporation organized under the Laws of New York, the sum
Of. iiiiae i vauaaa. dollars® in trust, however, to edminister the same for
the benefit of the American Society for Paychical Research,}? a branch of
said corporation, and for its purpozes only.”

* In case the beguest is fea) estate, or other specific iteds of property, they should be
wificiently dercribed lor ldentiBemtion,

t In case the domor desives the [unds used lor Paycho-ther.pcutics this should read:
*|In trust, however, for the henefit of its branch Ffor the investigation of Psycho-
therapeutics and for such purposes aniy.”
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A Correction in the Mark Twain Ariicie.

Mrs. Hutchings writes us that we have exaggerated the
amount of Mark Twain's works read by Mrs. Hays. Our text
said that she had read a “ great deal ” of his writings before the
story of Jap Herron was written. It seems that before the work
on Jap Herron began, Mrs, Hays had read only Huckleberry Finn,
a few fragments of I'mnocents Abroad, and. The Gilded Age,
whose authorship was shared by Charles Dudley Wammer. It was
only after Jap Herron began to come that more of Mark Twain
was read, whereas we had taken the list of books given by Mrs.
Hutchings as representing the reading before the work with the
Quija Board began.

The case stands stronger than we represented it in the article.
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PHILOSOPHY AND DEMOCRACY*
by Jaxes H. HysLop,

I do not intend in this paper to enter into a technical discussion
of any philosophic problem, nor shall I endeavor to contribute
anything new to philosophic literature. I have a very special
reason for this. Philosophy, in my opinion, has wrongly essayed
to construct its systems anew, instead of helping the human race
to systematize and assimilate the knowledge of the past and the
present. [ts policy has been inspired by the example of the em-
pirical sciences in response to a public which insists, whether
rightly or wrengly, that it must be interested by some new thing.
It is of the very nature of science to investigate and discover. Its
business is to interrogate present phenomena and to inquire for
new ones. When its discoveries have been made it bequeaths
them to the teacher and the philosopher for systematization and
educational objects. It then proceeds to search for new conquests
in the field of the unknown, and its rich experience in the last
three centuries has so whetted the appetite of men for additional

* The present article was written in 1905 with the prospect of its nse as 3
lecture in a western university, but an accident prevented its delivery. Its
recognition of the situation in philosophy anticipated the views which I here
copy from the last number of Mind, October, 1917, which is reviewing a book
by several of the teachers of philosophy in America. Professor Dewey is at
the head of them. Introductory to the review the writer of it delivers the
following remarkably prophetic statement and outline of the situation in phil-
osophy, which is recognized also in Professor Lovejoy’s Presidential Address
before the last meeting of the Philosophical Association.

“ Among the institutions sure to be severely tested by the social convulsions
which will follow on the Great War ail the world over will certainly he the
universities, and the conceptions of knowledge to which they are devoted. For
all the world has had so much experience of the power of knowledge for good
and evil that there will be a strong outery for such a remodeling of academic
institutions as will make them minister in the most direct way to social needs
and to the knowledge which is power. In countries like America and Brtain,
where had long been a sharp contrast between academic theory and national
practice, and the natural bent of the national mind had always been impatient

||'}'
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facts and knowledge that they tend to turn their backs on the past
and the present, with the inevitable neglect of a hereditary lineage
and patrimony, as if they could any more contemnn continuity and
evolution in ideas than they can in physical development. Phil-
osophy may be, and I think is, justified, in giving attention to the
new and should ever adjust its data to the changing phenomena
of evolution. But 1t should never forget that its first duty is to
find the universal, as the technical student would say, in the
present and the past, and do as much as possible to make it uns-
versal in another sense for the present, That is, it should ever
devote its energies to connecting the present and the new with the
old, and to impart the result, not as a discovery, but as the
assimilation and systematization of discovery, to the regulation
of the commonest life. Its primary business is that of a teacher,
not that of a discoverer. The temptation to wholly new con-
structions, important as such constructions may be, may only dis-
connect the past and the present in such a manner as to produce
more confusion than enlightenment, and while we cannot wholly
refrain from reconstruction, we must do this consistently with
the conservative necessities of history, and seek to make the result,
or some idea in it, intelligible to the masses that govern us.

of the glorification of 'pure’ science and of the kmowledge which is *con-
templation * or traditional tearning, to which the academic life naturaily dis-
poses those who lead it, this demand may easily become irresistibie, and fatal
to the whole traditional order. In particular the claim of philosophy to a
place and function in higher education seems destined to a severe harrowing.
For, speaking generally, no votaries of the academic life have taken up a more
defiant and extreme attitude than the philosophers, alike in their addiction to
'useless ' knowledge, in their devotion to tradition, and in their unwillingness
even to conceive their subject as progressive. All over Europe before the War
academic lecture-rooms only re-echoed, in all essentials with minor or minimal
variations, four great substantive voices of antiquity, two of them Greek,
Plato and Aristotle, two of them German, Kant and Hegel, and philosophy,
instead of advancing with the steady assurance of a science, rehearsed only
the old problems and the old debates. Nor was the sitvation materially differ-
ent in America, For tho a few American philosophers had made a radically
new departure and a signal advance, by perceiving the theoretic importance of
practice on theory, they had not succeeded in overthrowing academic inertia,
In spite of James and Dewey the mass of academic opinion in America still
followed with conservative docility in the wake of Europe, and recognized her
intellectual hegemony.
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As philosophy has always been either the ancillary or the heir
of religion, it is expected to have, and it ought to have, 2 message
for the world commensurate with the largest and the smallest of
its problems, It should have as definite a view of the cosmos and
its meaning as the circumstances will permit and as intelligible a
message for the duties of the lowliest man and woman as it is
possible to give. In neither of them should it deal with mere
abstractions, These may do within the inner circles of its own
votaries, but if it cannot transform its esoteric doctrines into help-
ful spiritual pabulum for those who have not attained to its own
empyTrean altitudes it is destined to go the way of all those agen-
cies that fail to make a practical embodiment of themselves in the
progressive life of man. This demand upon philosophy is es-
pecially exacting in a democracy, as the governing power comes
from below and is free. In an aristocracy it is somewhat differ-
-ent. In this form of society the citizens or subjects have no-
political power. Their duties are obedience, not reflection. The
-aristocratic rulers do the thinking and others do the work. Inan
aristocracy the thinker or philosopher does not have to be intel-
ligible to the common citizen, He converts his knowledge into
laws which are to be obeyed, not understood. He is not primarily
interested in the education of the public, but in the regulation of
its habits of action. In a democracy it is otherwise. It is the
business of the aristocrat in that system to educate, not to rule.

“There iz a prospect now that after the War this habit may be broken.
The political and economic hegemony of the world will aimost certainly move
across the Atlantic, and in all that equipment and money can effect American
universities will be enormously superior to European, This material superior-
ity may inspire their teachers with greater confidence in the characteristic ideas
of American life, and so, academically also, America may not only declare her
intellectual independence, but take the lead in the intellectual reconstruction
demanded by the unprecedented crisis of civilization. If so, American phil-
osophers will have a gigaantic opportenity. While their European colleagues
will be struggling desperately to avoid utter ruin and the sweeping away of
the whole traditional learning as an antiguated luxury no longer permissible
in nations toiling for z living, and will be rallying round the watchword videant
professores ne quid detrimenti capiat res academica, they will be free to advo-
cate as truly American and consonant with the demands of the sitation the
pragmatic method which alone has conceived knowledge as essentially prac-
tical and essentially progressive, and insures scientific progress by condemning
.as peeudo-science any study that is content to stereotype itself.”
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He may administer what the citizen decrees, but he cannot arbi-
trarily make the laws. His power is delegated and responsible,
and tho he may use his intelligence in its administration, he is not
allowed to rule, but to serve. The rulers are the people, and the
philosopher either has no function in it at all or he must convert
his knowledge into usable material for the common masses. In
an aristocracy he may educate the executive powers who convert
this knowledge into lines of action for adjustment and moral
practice, but who do not require to make their action intelligible
or justifable in the reason of the subjects. But in a democracy,
while the ruler has to be educated as in an aristocracy, the subject,
who is the ruler also, has no duty of obedience. He is free, and
in converting knowledge into laws we have to make them intel-
ligible and reasonable to the ruler and subject, who is the same
person. ‘This is the condition of getting moral action at all.
Consequently any philosophy which does not extend its message
to the masses will have no influence in the social system. It will
help only to create and serve an aristocracy. 1 do not say that
this is either right or wrong. With that question 1 am not con-
cerned at present. [ am indicating only what it must tend to do
when it has no message to those who at present do the governing
and what it must do in a democracy if it is to justify its function
in civil society at all.

But what is philosophy doing in this situation? The answer
is that it is doing nothing. Science is feeding the world on ma-
terialism and the philosopher is self-complacently mouthing either

The first philosophic article which tlie present writer ever produced was
entirely in this temper and was published in the Hooster Posi-Graduaie
Quarterly in 1887, and entitled The Eclipse of Philosophy. A secand article
was also published in the [niernational Quarterly in 1904, and entitled Pail-
gsophy and Modern Life. In these articles philosophy was accused of being
entirely out of towch with modern life and needs, and it is interesting to
remark the belated recognition of the fact by a review so conservative as
Mind has always been. English Universities have been a sort of cloister
devoted to the Y contemplative life”, the inheritance of the medixval mon-
asteries. The struggle of President Wilson at Princeton with Dean West
was to prevent Princeton University from going back to that spirit and
method. Philosophy will come into its own when it finds that its mission is
to common life, not to mutual admiration societies and esoteric doctrines, or
perhaps better, unintelligible jargon.
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the idealism of Plato and Aristotle, which was intended for an
aristocracy, or the idealism of Kant and Hegel, which is an
evasion of all the issues which have ever interested or served the
world. I do not dispute or discredit the services of both of them
to civilization. They have been great and important. But the
ancient idealism had no duties to democracy and the modern has
no liberties to tell it disagreeable truths. What, then, ought phil-
osophy to do for the present regime?

It is not easy to answer this question. No simple answer is
possible. Modern civilization is so complex and the philosopher
15 so far removed from the public which has to be influenced that
he can reach it only through those who come in contact with him
and these are the teaching profession. He can thus only indirectly
reach the class that requires a work that is partly science, partly
speculation, and partly religion. Besides, the mass of knowledge
has become so vast that the propositions which profess to sum-
marize it are in danger of being utterly unintelligible to any but
the professional philosopher himself, no matter how true. But
the chief reason is another consideration. This is the unstable
and critical condition of all those important beliefs which have
ruled so effectively the intellectual and social life of the last
twenty centuries. Whatever gospel the philosopher has to offer
must articufate itself with this past and so must not lose the im-
portant conquests which have been made. It wants to be radical
and revolutionary, but is in danger of sacrificing to this tendency
the best achievements which an unreflecting public might not see
or respect in this past. It is thus between the upper and nether
millstone. It cannot wholly break with the past, as its principles
will not permit this, and it cannot join with those radicals who
think that society can be reconstructed de nowve without any
regard to the past, as it knows too well the disastrous conse-
quences of such a policy. It has, therefore, perhaps as always, to
mediate between the ultra-conservative and the ultra-liberal
mind. If it could choose one or the other types of inteliect to
serve and guide, its task might be easily defined. But its task of
serving both protection and progress, of saving the intellectual
and moral heritage of the past, while it adjusts it to changed con-
ditions, complicates both its duties and its possibilities. What it
ought to do and what it can do will therefore depend very much


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































492 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Kescarch.

Mr. X. “refused to write, saying he did not believe in the
Society—that the Bible was enough.”

If the good elder was correct in believing that * the Bible is
enough ', then some cosmic error rnust have been committed
when, as he evidently believed, supplementary data respecting
the survival of the spirit were furnished to him. He surely
could not have thought it improper to witness to experiences law-
fully vouchsafed him, with the example before him of St. Paul
in the Bible, writing down Ais visions for all the world to read.

4, The Face in the W indow.

The following incident was furnished by Mr. W. 8. B, a
retired business man of Derby, Conn., who wrote the following
letter to Dr. Hyslop on June 22nd, 1914,

The persons to whom particular attention is called in the follow-
ing extract from a letter are a young married man and his wife,
and her mother. They reside in Detroit during most of the year,
but have a cottage elsewhere in which they spend a portion of the
year, The young man had an operation for appendicitis and was very
sick. The wife is an unusually unselfish lady and devotedly attached
to her husband. The letter was loaned to me by a sister of the
young man, | know all the parties and their statements are to be
relied upon, The following is what 1 copied from the letter this
morning.

“ Some of the weirdest things happened to B. while 1 was in the
hospital and just before. 1 would not believe them if she did not
have proof. She is as honest as Mary B. too.

A day or two before | was taken sick she looked out of window
in the kitchen and saw a face in window of garage. She called her
mother and asked her if she saw anything. Mrs, D. [the mother]
saw it also and their description tallies perfectly with R. Z. [the
father of the young man; dead years ago]. Neither have ever had
a description of him.

The face appeared only once later, when 1 was worse. M, H,
happened to be at the house and B. asked her to look and to tell her
if she saw anything unusual.  She described the same thing.”
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Do you wish me to ask them some questions? I occasionally
correspond with the young man.

Yours truly,
Ww. 8. B.

A letter from the same, dated August 4, 1914, states:

I have received answers to some questions which I wrote and
enclose them, also a copy of part of a letter. The writer addresses
me as “ Uncie ”, but I am not her [blood] uncle. As I wrote you
before, she is a very fine woman, unusually kind-hearted, sym-
pathetic and self-sacrificing, universally beloved.

It does not seem to me probable that there was really a face in
the window. I think it was only in her mind, as the face resembled
that of her husband, to whom she is devotedly attached, I think
it was his face in her imagination. The R. Z. referred to [omission
here on account of personal nature of facts stated]. The relations
between him and his children were not cordial; there was no alf-
fection wasted. The father by his conduet and neglect of the family
had chilled the love of the wife and children, I it had been the face
of the mother it would have looked more probable, How shall we
account for the seeing of the same face by two or three people?
Was it mental transference? The lady who had these experiences
is the daughter of a physician of large practice who died a few years
ago.

Yours truly,
Wu. 5. B.

The letter of the quasi-niece, the chief subject of the ex-
periences, the “ B ™ of the foregoing narrative, follows. It is
dated August, 1914,

“ My Dear ‘ Uncie”:

I have been answering your questions and hope T have made the
answers clear; if there is anything else please write me. I think
as a whole people think you queer if you tell them any experience,
s0 as a rule 1 don’t talk about such things; but as J. wrote you and
you are interested, I am glad to tell you,
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You know I saw the face several times. The first time I stood
by the stove and felt impelled to look around, and there was a man’s
face in the garage window, 1 went right out and looked in, byt not
a soul there, also no one passing in the street. [ next looked at the
window next door, thinking it might be a reflection and could be
explained by some rule in physics, but that also was out of the
question, so I came in again and it was stili there. When I called
Mother and told her to stand still and tell me what she saw, if she
saw anything, in a second she s2id she saw the outline of a face,
and then a second later it was clear to her also.

When J. came home I thought first I would not tell him, and then
of course did. At first he said nothing but “ I would not think of
such things; you will get queer ”. When we were seated at the table
for dinner, J, looked up and said, “tell me again how that face
looked. You saw it too, Ma?' We told him and as 1 hnished he
lovked so queer, I said, * you know the face did not look unlike
you.” J. said, ** you have described my father as though he stood
before you." Well, the Saturday before J. was taken sick both he
and mamma were in the yard and J. stood with his back to the garage
and about a foot from it. I was getting dinner and again felt im-
pelled to look out, and right over J’s shoulder in the garage window
was the same face.

Tuesday he went to the hospital. Friday I just came from the
hospital in the afternoon, and there was the face waiting for me.
Do you wonder I was a bit nervous? But I have not seen it from
that day.

The accompanying questions were by Mr. B., and the
answers are in handwriting of the same lady, B.

Question, Please describe the face which was seen at the
garage window,

Answer, Extremely white skin, jet black hair, parted at side,
with one lack falling over forehead, the darkest eyes, wonder-
fully piercing.

Q. Did it move? A. Once.

(). How far from it were you, probably? A. Thirty feet.

Q. What was the time of day? A. Noon the first time, After-
noon the second and third times.
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Q. Was the head uncovered? A. Yes.

Q. Could you tell what the expression was? A. Serious.

(3. Before seeing the face could you have told how R. Z, lagked,
or how you supposed he looked, judging from what you had heard
about him.

A. No. T knew that he was dark, but that was all.

Q. How long was the face present on the window? A. Five
minutes, perhaps.

Q. Did it disappear gradually or quickly? A. Gradually.

(. What are your best reasons for believing there was no person
in the garage at the time?

A I went right out and looked in and seeing no one looked in
the street, but no one was in sight, and upon going into the house
again the face was there once more.

The compiler shares in Mr., B.'s instinctive desire to
explain the face as an illusion caused by reflection, light and
shadow. But it cannot be concealed that there are difficuities in
the way. The lady shows that she was well aware of the possi-
hilities of reflection, and tested for that very thing. If due to
the play of light and shadow, the effect would hardly be expected
to pass away completely in five minutes, or at least it would be
expected to occur at the same time of day and not at differing
hours. Nor does it appear why the effect should never have been
seen but three times, nor can it be ignored that those times closely
preceded and coincided with a time of danger to 2 member of the
family. That the face must have been pretty well defined is
shown by the fact that besides B., her mother saw it at one time
and one M. H. saw 1t at another time, and appear to have spon-
taneously agreed in description. It will not do, therefore, to
charge the phenomenon entirely to B's agitated imagination, and
it would indeed be odd that three even agitated imaginations
should produce exactly the same hallucinatory reaction. [If it
was really the face of the husband that the lady saw by the force
of her imagination as Mr. B. conjectures, why, since it was
he that was in her thoughts so much, did she not recognize it as
his face? The very fact that she saw a resemblance, as she tokd
her husband, indicates that she did not recogmize identity, Nor
did the description which she and her mother gave strike him as
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being his own description, but he pronounced it that of his father.
Not only does the lady protest that she did not previously know
the description of his father, but J's astonishment, and his state-
ment that they could not have described his father better had he
stood before them, indicate the same thing. Then, we must not
forget her testimony that on two of the three occasions she felt
impelled to look around, before her eyes fell on the face in the
garage window.

On the other hand, the appearing always in the garage
window looks suspicious. And we ought to have been informed
whether the mother, before she saw the face clearly, heard de-
scribed what her daughter saw, and whether M. H., the other
witness, had heard of the phenomenon before she was called upon
10 look upon it.

5. Mrs, G. P, C. of Irvington-on-Hudson, in letters of June,
1912, describes a light which she saw on the ceiling shortly before
her husband's death. and, mwore recently, a light which she
watched for two hours on the head of her sleeping grand-nephew,
which, when she put her finger in it, seemed momentarily to de-
tach itself and transfer a portion to her finger, and which, as she
walked around the bed, changed its shape.

In spite of her convictions, we cannot be sure that it was not
light from an adjoining rocom, shining through a chink.

6. An Experience of the Type of St. Paul's Conversion.”

This was sent through Mr. C. C. Coigne, having been sent
him by the lady who heard the story thrice from the lips of
Donald McKinnon.

Donatd McKinnon is a devout old Highlander who has spent
most of his life in New Zealand. He has farmed, and farmed
successfully, that he might retire at any time to enjoy a restful
eventide, His heart never has been set on things of this world, a
Calvinist of the straitest sect, he has always regarded himself as
but a wayfarer here. He has made a veritable Pilgrim’s Progress,
and, just like Christian’s, has been the burden on his shoulders,
Often has he yearoed for a “ guid chance o’ the minister ”, that he
might learn how to be released of his load; but he never saw his
opportunity, and long, long, he journeyed, feeling he would yet be
crushed to the earth. Nevertheless he has been esteemed always
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and everywhere: the rough hard toil that raised him from penury
of an Isla clansman to the independence of an Otara farmer left
undimmed the honest kindly expression of his countenance, the
beaming warmth of his blue eyes.

About three years ago, he attended the obsequies of a widely-
deplored young matron. The day was wintry, and the way was
long. At last he returned to his home, dismounted from horseback,
and retited to bed, with a2 violent cold. For a fortmght he lay,
gradually becoming worse, until he felt that he was at the point of
death. “ God help me!” he cried. *“God help me! If I hae ony
enemies—forgive them but ch, God help me! Save me! 1 hae
but very few minutes to live; save me! T'll be lost! Save me. oh
my God! His soul seemed to be passing forth in the bitterness of
his ery.

He had a confused feeling that someone was with him in the
room; he saw parts of a human figure. Then everything was lost
in an agony of dread; for a Darkness stood before him, so terrible
that no man, not the very bravest, could look upon it and retain tis
sanity, The Darkness spoke; asked something of him. “1 dinna
catch what It said; but I ken what I answered. I tell't the Darkness:
there’s a white man here I wad rather hae.” The Darkness moved
away, taking human semblance as It moved. " The features "o a
man sprang oot, very fierce, The white o' the eye was fearful,
lookin' back at me.” The malignity was unendurable ; MacKinnon

He awoke in a great peace, for behold! there stood beside his
bed our Elder Brother! ' The Savior o' the world appeared. 1 felt
the smile o a three months’ child on my face. The thocht was awfu’
pleasant, It opened all up. And there He stood, erect, but wi’
droopin’ head, as though He was prayin' for me. His face, pale
and mild, the eyes cast doon. His hair was like gold; it fell in long
curls on His shoulders. He had on a kind o' surplice, open at the
throat, but hangin' long roond about Him; I wad say it was grey,
wi' crimson stripes. A great licht cam frae Him, it filled the room—
it smothered me—TI could feel it coursin’ through my body. An' a'
the time He stood there, something like a thunder—rumblin’—went
on. When this strange sound stopped. He had disappeared. But
His peace staid wi” me. Thank the Lord God! T said to mysel’
T was on His richt-han’ side, onyway.”
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No more fretting and no more grieving for Mr. MacKinnon:
the peace of his heavenly experience abides with him, In his
seventieth year he is hale and ruddy, happy to linger here awhile,
happy n the thought of his departure hence. He has entered the
Kingdom of Heaven.

This story has been told me three times, by Mr. MacKinnon,
I am absolutely convinced of its truth, in every detail.

WiLHELMINA SHERIFF ELLIOT.

Fortress, New Zealand, May, 1915.

This belongs to the class of “ conversion " experiences in
which that of St. Paul seems to fall. No anti-pietistic prejudices
should stand in the way of their collation and study. If Mr,
MacKinnon's experience was delirium, it is rather an interesting
delirium that brings lasting peace into a troubled mind. And the
compiler, and prebably his readers too, has listened to the nar-
ratives by intelligent and educated persons of similar revolutions
wrought while the subjects of them were neither sick nor senile,
by visions or other “ occult ™ experiences. Whether or not the
phenomena were wholly subjective, the singularly active and
enduring potency of them of itself invests them with interest.

7. An Apporition Seen by Two.

Mr, Timothy Howland of Ohio wrote under date of Nov.
24, 1912:

Parden my long delay, 1 will try to write out the phantasm I
mentioned, but must ask you to withhold names, as the people in
guestion are connected with well-known Eastern families, and they
would be recognized immediately in case they appeared in print,
My friend died twenty years ago, and his father passed away lately.
To show you that he was prominent I enclose a notice of his death.

My {riend died twenty years age. On the day of his death my
mother suddenly asked me if [ had heard from him lately. We had
not mentioned him for a long time, and I did not know he was
dangerously ill. The next day I received word of his death and
found that he had passed away about or nearly at the time when my
mother suddenly came from another room to speak of him. His
mother wrote me the particulars of his death and seemed broken-
hearted. Some time Jater she told me that she had seen her son
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Harry |pseudonym, like other names in this narrative], and since
then her grief had ceased to be what it had been; that she felt
strangely comforted and reconciled. In the summer of 1912,
having a deep sorrow of my own to bear, I wrote to Mrs. Green,
asking her if the years had changed her opinion of seeing her son.
and whether she had not come to the conclusion that it was a
hallucination of some short. In reply she assured me that such
was not the case. In part she said:

“Yes, I saw Harry. 1 not only saw him, but my sister-in-law
saw him. We were coming down from my Mother's, just at the
edge of evening, when I saw him coming towards me, looking s0
happy and smiling, seeming to say by his looks, ‘ You did not expect
to see me, did you?' He came right up to me, and brushed me and
disappeared. 1 turned to my sister and said, * Who was that? She
answered in the most awe-struck tone, ' Why, it looked like Harry !
Afterwards she told me it seemed to her just as it did to me, [
felt that my being allowed to see him was a direct answer to prayer.
I was so unhappy, and my mind was on him continually. Prayed
so earnestly that I might know he was happy, and it made such a
change in my feelings. My sorrow was lessened and I became
reconciled to his death. But when we know there is no death—only
going from one room to another and living a life of progression—
this is my belief of death. The more we overcome in this world
the less we have in the other world to overcome., Take your sorrow
to God.'

I believe all this without question, knowing who wrote it,

My friends have been and are yet prominently connected in
ITama and it would not do to publish my name.

The original of the letter by Mrs. Green was also sent and
it proved that a true copy had been made of the relevant portion.

Uniertunately, the Society had not sufficient funds to investi-
gate this and many other incidents as fully as they deserved, so
that some undoubtedly lack much of the impressiveness in the
presentation which belonged to them in fact. In 1917 an at-
tempt was made to get the statement of the sister-in-law who
shared in seeing the apparition, but in the space of five years
she and Mrs. Green had both died.
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8. D. C. F. {probably male} of Franklin, Pa., began to see
faces in a crystal, and now sees them without, but nothing further,
July, 1915,

9. A Telepathic (7} Apparition of o Living Person.

This was experienced by a daughter of Mrs. Jane Griffing,
whose former communications may be found in the Journal IV,
256, V, 369. The account was handed in Nov, 24, 1909, and is
in the writing of the daughter.

At the time this incident occurred | was spending the summer
with my mother and brother in a cottage on the Great South Beach.
I was slowly recovering from a severe illness, and gave no thought
to domestic detail. One wild, windy night I was so disturbed by
the violent wind that I slept badly. Between twelve and one o'clock
I got up, walked about the room a few minutes, and looked out of
the window. There was a full moon and it was as light as day.
While looking out [ saw our maid-of-all-work, Lena, go to the
clothesline and take from it the clothes which she had left out. 1
saw her so distinctly that it never occurred to me it was not the
woman hersel{ in the flesh. The next morming when my mother
came into my room and asked me how I had slept, | mentioned see-
ing Lena, and when Lena came herself with my breakfast, I spoke
of her going out to take in the clothes at that unusual hour, She
seemed surprised, and said she did not go out, but was worried
about the clothes on account of the wind, and lay awake an hour
or two in the middle of the night, thinking that she ought to go out
and take them in from the line. But she finally went to sleep again.

ELizARETH GRIFFING.

The above is an exact account of my daughter's experience, as
she told it to me the morning after she appeared to see the woman,
Lena, go out and take in the clothes from the line.

JAnE R. GRIFFING.

Miss Griffing reported that she often dreamed events that
happened to a particular friend, the events being previously un-
known. One night she dreamed a peculiar scene in which this
friend was coincidentally taking part in fact. The incident will
be found in a group of coincident dreams to be printed shortly.
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10. The Living or the Dead?

Mrs. Florence C. Hall of Burlington, Wisconsin, reported in
October, 1912, a story related by Mrs. H., whose story was at
the time of telling set down in writing. The sister of the narrator
being in the house of her uncle, distinctly saw, as she supposed,
the uncle standing on the stairs, and searched the house in vain
to ascertain what had become of him, when the figure disappeared.
This uncle was not in the house. But he bore a remarkable re-
semblance to another uncle, who had died a few weeks before.

11.  Vision of her Husband before Knowledge of his Death.

The following particulars were communicated by request
from a lady living in Pennsylvania, the letters dated November
and December, 1915,

My husband died August 1st, 1911, under peculiar circumistances.
The next day, as I was sitting at the table, at dusk, feeling terribly
my toss and loneliness (I was all alone at the time and did not know
of my hushand’s death), he suddenly appeared outside the dining-
room window. He looked at me with a very loving expression on
his face, and his face shone as with a bright light. He wore a black
suit of clothes which he did not wear when he died. It was only
an instant and he vanished. I said to myself, * Why, there’s Barry!"
T was not in the least frightened at the time. It did not make a
very strong impression on me at the time, but made me feel happier,
T did not know where he was at the time, but that night 1 felt sure
he was dead, 1 felt perfectly sure that T saw him and that he is
well and happy, and the thought is a great comfort to me. I have
never before or since seen anyone who has passed over,

In answer to your questions in regard to my husband's appear-
ance to me after his death would say:

1. He died in . about noon of August Ist, 1911,

2. 1 was at home when he died, and about noon as I was getting
my lunch ¥ had a dreadful feeling that sorr&hing awful had hap-
pened to him.

3. At the time of my vision [ was home, all alone in the house.

4. 1 did not recognize the suit in which he appeared to me,
1 think he wore black because he was always fond of black clothes.
Naturally he couldn't take the suit in which he died with him. He
wore & blue suit when he died. It was found on him. [Here an

<0
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account of her husband’s sudden and tragic death is given.] I told
no one of the vision until after his death was discovered, which
was August 3rd. It was the day after he died that I had the vision.
I did not know where he was and was very much worried. There
seemed to be 2 wrench as if my soul was parting with my body, when
I saw him, I was in such agony of spirit. The vision was designed
to comfort me, I am sure. It did not make a very clear impression
on me at the time, but that night I felt sure he was dead. I slept
all alone in the house with my little Spitz dog. When I fully realized
that I had seen Mr. Hirsch it made me very nervous, together with
the circumstances of his death, and for a month I would not open
my eyes in the dark, for fear [ would see him again and be fright-
ened, but I have never seen him since. Three nights before his
death a dog came and moaned under the window of the room where
we were sitting. The night of the funeral 1 distinctly heard three
taps on the wall of the house but paid no attention to them.
Sincerely,
Mary 5. HirscH.

P. 5. 1 may say further that on the night he died I was sitting
at the piano and singing, expecting him at any moment, when 1
distinctly heard a laugh near me. It seemed strange to me, but I
thought nothing of it at the time. You know how you think vou
may be mistaken sometimes, No one could ever shake my faith in
my vision of him, and it has been such a comfert to me,

Mrs. Hirsch, who is the daughter and secretary of a general
officer of one of the more numerous Protestant denominations,
the Rev. ———— D.D., L.L.D., relates several other experi-
ences of seeing apparitions, none of recognized persons or signifi-
cance, and all dating within the six years intervening between her
husband's death and her last letter, in 1917,

However pathological the vision of the husband may be
deemed, it was nevertheless coincident with the time that he was
hidden from human eyes, dead, it occurred within twenty-four
hours of his death, and, according to the testimony, was preceded
by a strong feeling of dread at about the time of his death. It may
very justly be urged that his unwonted and unexplained absence
constituted a very real portent which might have been causally
related to the hallucination exactly as it was to the wife's feelings
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of * loss and loneliness with mingled apprehension.” But if the
testimony that she felt ** a dreadful feeling that something awful
had happened to him ™ at the very hour when he died is correct,
it 1s to be considered that she then had no known reason for
apprehension.

It is curious, we may remark in passing, that, if the vision
was the reflex of strongly emotional apprehensions, it did not take
some form of those apprehensions; why the husband was not
seen run over, shot, injured or dying under a fallen tree, or what-
ever the lady feared had befallen him. On the contrary, he was
seen smiling and reassuring in demeanor, To one who holds to a
theory at all hazards the protests of the lady would be of little
avail, he would still blandly reiterate that the vision was a fulfil-
ment of a subconscious, suppressed desire that her husband should
be transported from earth to paradise. But Psychical Research
cannot so easily take this for granted.

The foregoing remarks, which apply n essence to certain
other incidents in this series, are not made to intimate any con-
clusion on the case, but to indicate that, with the inclination to
seek a normal explanation, one encounters difficulties.

12. A Coincident Visual Phenomenon.

In view of the prevalent opinion (correct in some cases, but
the opposite of the truth in others} that a story of this kind
grows with the lapse of time, the two versions with verbal differ-
ences but substantial agreement, are of interest.

[ am moved to send you the following incident. although 1 know
it has no value whatever. Mr. Quinby was ill in bed nearly three
weeks, taking neither food nor medicine the last sixteen davs.
Sometime during the second week, at about eleven o'clock in the
forenoon, I saw a brownish haze at his bedside. It was between
me and him—was shaped something like this [drawing like the
gas-bag of an old-fashioned balloon, or like a beet-root, with its
tapering point downward]—not quite a foot across the top, perhaps
a foot and a half long or deep. and the top about three or four feet
from the Roor. My first thought was “ smoke ™, but it was brown,
and stayed in the same place, and from where I sat I could see into
two or three other rooms and there was no smoke or anything of the
kind in any of them. It stayed quite a while, and | do not know
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when or how it vanished. 1 told Mr. Quinby of it. He said, “I felt
my Mother here. Now I know ! But I have no other witness
of it, so it is of no value,
Laura C. Homer
——— Mass,, Sept. 27, '11.

Mr, John W. Quinby died June 23, 1911, aged 77 years, 8 months,
19 days. For three weeks before his death he was in bed, taking no
nourishment, occasional spells of pain being relieved by hypodermic
injections. His mind was perfectly clear most of the time, and he
enjoyed hearing the piano and victrola played (downstairs). and
had different passages read to him, and talked of the beautiful scenes
he was so soon to see.

I was sitting in the room with him one day, and saw a brown
haze by his bedside, It was something this shape [drawing not
identical with the other, but as near as one would he supposed to
make from another attempt by unassisted memory], about three
feet high [above the floor, she probably means].

I thought at first there had been a fire built down stairs, and the
smoke had come up. But there was no smell of smoke, and [ after-
wards learned no fire had been started.

It stayed very quietly in just that way some time, and I didnt
notice when or how it vanished.

Afterwards, when Mr, Quinby turned and spoke to me, [ told
him about it, and he smiled so happily, and said. * I'm glad you told
me that! 1 felt my mother here, and now 1 am sure of it."

Laura C, HomMer.

——— Mass,, July 7, 1917,

13, C. Joselyn, of San Francisco, on March 10, 1913, reported
that a friend of his, a non-believer and uninterested in such things,
together with his wife saw an apparition of a woman at the foot of
the bed at night.

14, Apparition or Hllusion?

A newspaper account was found to be much exaggerated,
according to the reply rendered Dr. Hyslop by one of the char-
acters therein, April 20, 1914,

E-")ii
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It is a fact that Frd. F. Lange, a civi] engineer, was found dead
here on the 18th day of March, that he died from carbolic acid
poison and that we kept the remains in our morgue for almost a
month, hoping to locate a son who is supposed to be in some part of
the United States.

That J. M. Smith said he thought he saw Lange in his office
three days after 1 embalmed the body I heard him say, but he also
said that he knew it was only a mental iltusion on his part.

The press papers states that I too saw Lange in Smith’s office,
became frightened and backed out of the room, that is a He. 1 did
however feel on the night as [ was embalming the body as though
someone was standing behind me and on turning around for an
instant imagined I saw Lange standing in the door of the embalm-
ing room. Was it a mental illusion?

15. A Vision of War and Peoce.

Mrs. H. L. L. of Alameda, Calif., was sitting with friends
engaged with occult matters, closed her eyes, and saw 2 vision of
a great battle-field and flags of many nations, but not that of the
United States. Then came a white eagle bearing an American
flag, then a great American flag and the sense of a world at
peace. Afterwards she happened to glance at a plate representing
the flags of the nations, and that of Germany seemed to stand
out. This was in 1898, and the report was not written until May,
191s.

It is unfortunate that such visions and other experiences are
not reported promptly, instead of being withheld until a time
come, when they seem to fit some state of affairs. The human
mind is rightly so constituted that it cannot help being doubtful
in such a case, without any necessary imputation of an attempt
to deceive. There may have been no illusion of memory, but
the version sounds as though influenced by the talk in 1915 to
the effect that the United States would be the lovely peace-angel
among the nations. At anyrate, the vision was not prophetic, for
the United States has been forced to take her place on the hattle-
field in vindication of right and justice.

16. A Glorified Dog.

Mrs. K. S. M. of Montgomery, Alabama, in 1916, reported
having seen her dead dog for a moment twice, on successive days.
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The first time his form * seemed to rise like feathers in a bulk,
and disappeared ”', the second he seemed to be running toward
her in delight, his body glowing and being about eighteen inches
above the ground.

It is to be noted that the dog had * lived constantly close be-
side " the lady, that the hallucinations occurred a ** few days after
burying him 7, ere the long habit of expecting to have her atten-
tion called to his movements had had time to wear off, that the
lady was in the grip of emotion, being " grieved and inconsol-
able "', and that the defunct canine had been white, a particularly
predisposing color in relation to chance gleams of light which meet
the eye as it sweeps over a landscape.

It would not perhaps be fair to entertain prejudice against
ghosts of dogs, but evidentially this case does not rank with cases
where there have been hallucinations of deceased persons in all
the colors of face and clothing, at a period long subsequent to
their deaths and coinciding with significant and unforeseen
events, the hallucination perhaps extending to more than one
sense {a voice or touch seeming to be experienced) and being
perhaps shared by more than one witness.

17, FPeridical Vision of Child on Railroad Track.

The following, from Dr. Melvin C. Marrs, a Texas physician,
was communicated May 10th, 1909.

About two years ago, while living at C , Texas, I was sitting
in the back room of my office by which the R. R. ran. 1 was read-
ing a copy of your Jeurnal and 1 heard the rumbling of the approach
of the passenger-train, and distinctly saw my 214 years old boy in
the middle of the track. I ran through my office and was just in
time to drag my boy from the track, I saw the boy bare-headed
and dressed exactly as he really was.

I made a note of this incident with date, etc., and have it some-
where among my papers. 1 will state that my residence was half
a mile away and my boy had never come to the office alone before,
and I was not expecting him, but [ saw him with my subconscious
eyes as plainly as life.

MeLvin C. Magrs.
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Dr. Hyslop addressed some questions to this witness, but
received no reply until he wrote again four years later. There-
vpon Dr. Marrs enclosed a letter written May 19th, 1909, which
he had neglected to send before. The letter and accompanying
diagram are uniformly discolored, as they would be it left several
vears to the action’ of dust and fumes.

I am just in receipt of your reply to my letter of recent date.
My wife will remember the incident of my boy and will so state
in her statements with the Campbell case, I will reply 1o your
questions by number.

1. I had no knowledge that the boy was on the way to the office,
—in fact, he had never made the trip alone to my knowledge before
this time,

2. About 150 feet (To the question how far the boy was from
him. ),

3. No, I could not have seen the hoy without going into the
front room and to front door or side window, 1 was reading and
was perfectly oblivious to my surroundings, and the noise of the
train roused me and I saw the vision. I am sure the boy had made
no outcry, for three ladies had just passed over the crossing, and
1 had been crippled with rheumatism in my feet, so I walked with
great difficulty, and as I rushed by these three ladies they laughed at
me for running, as I had hardly walked for past several months
and they did not see the boy till I dragged him from the track. not
over 50 feet behind the place they had crossed. They saw, then,
the danger the boy had been in and uphraided themselves for not
seeing the boy. I was so nervous that I de not think I mentioned
the vision to these ladies, but told a great many people about the
vision, I saw that the boy was dressed in a dark gingham dress
and bareheaded. Of course a four year old boy will possibly be
dressed several times during a day, and I had not the remotest
expectation that he would attempt to come to the office alone, He
came by a path through a thick wood, the route I usually travel to
and from my office. I have made a rough sketch of my office and
surroundings,

Yours truly,
MeLvin C, Magss,

on B
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The diagram shows residence, path through wood, railroad
track, office and interior of office. The only side of the back
room toward the track is shown without windows. Uufortu-
nately, in the interim Mrs. Marrs had died, and her signed state-
ment, declared to have been made out in 1909, could not be found.

At another time, in 1908, Dr. Marrs distinctly heard in a
drearn a certain woman deliver a certain message about a patient,
and woke. Within a few minutes the very lady called him on the
telephone and delivered the message, which in the meantime the
doctor had related to his wife. 'The neighbor declared that
no previous call had been made. There had been no known
reason to expect the call. The full account of this will be found
among a group of quasi-auditory experiences to follow.

18.  An Apparition Ervidenticlly Described.

The tollowing incident came to the notice of the Society
through the late Miss Adele M. Fielde, of Seattle, a woman of
training and judgment, a speaker and person of affairs, with
whom the Society had had considerable correspondence. Under
date of July 24, 1911, she wrote:

I have a friend near me who has had two remarkable psychic
experiences, both about five years ago. She is highly educated,
clear-headed, and conscientious, the wife of the Dean of ,
in the University of In one case the “ return " of one who
had “ passed over " twenty-four years previous, and becoming visible
to 2 daughter-in-law who had never seen her in life or even heard
any description of her is remarkable. There is substantiation suff-
cient to make the case of true value. 1 have asked my friend to
write it all out for you, and she 15 willing to do so, although she has
never told more than three persons of the experience.

Sincerely yours,
AperLe M. FievpE.

About the same time there came into the hands of the Society
an account of the incident written by Miss Fielde from her
recollection of it as told by the Dean's wife. It shows nn di-
vergence of any account from that of the original narrator which
reached the Society the following April, except that it was less
rich in details of psvchological interest.
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Miss Fielde wrote again October 27th, 1911:

I have known Mrs. Anna J. Morse {pseudonym] four years, and
have no more doubt of her veracity, nor that of her husband, than
I have of my own, She recently gave me the statement of certain
psychic phenomena, an account of which she is sending to you
herewith, and it is at my request that she has written the paper
which you receive. She has not been acquainted with the work or
proceedings of any Society for psychical research, and was unaware
that her experience might have scientific value for the psychologist.
She is well educated; has not the appearance of one in whom any
form of hysteria would be suspected; and has lively civic and
literary interests, with a wide circie of friends. Her husband, Dean
of in , 15 one of the finest of men, and would seem
to be the least likely of his sex to make any woman " nervous”.
It is the guality of the persons chiefly involved that has made me
desirous of having this narration given to you.

Very truly yours,
ApeLE M. FIELDE,

The above letter was not actually sent until Mrs. Morse wrote
her account below, under date of April 29, 1912,

I will relate an experience that may interest those who have
observed psychic phenomena. Before beginning my narrative let
me explain that I have never paid any attention to spiritualism, have
never, to my knowledge, talked with a spiritualist, and have never
been present at the readings or sittings of any medium,

A few years ago—perhaps five—there was occasion to change
my place of residence, Accompanying this change were rather
radical departures from my previolis mode of living. I found my-
setf—in a night, as it were—transferred to an entirely strange en-
vironment, New friends had to be made, new obligations and duties
assumed and new interests developed. As the change had been
whally of my own volition I suffered intense mental distress of
my decision. This distress developed a kind of nervous hysteria
and I wept almost incessantly during all of my waking hours and
even in my sleep for some weeks. My husband was distressed
beyond measure because of my suffering, for which there was no
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apparent reason, as there had been neither reverses nor sorrows.
It seemed solely an aggravated case of home-sickness.

I slept alone and without any fear. One night 1 had retired
as usual and must have been asleep some two or three hours. 1
awoke suddenly and saw a woman standing by my bedside. 1 ob-
served her closely and calmly and could see her plainly as I see this
manuscript before me, She was a stranger and I wondered why
she was there. She was a large woman dressed in black with a
narrow white collar at her throat, Her hair was parted in the
niiddle and combed back very smoothly. Her face wore a wonder-
fully peaceful and loving expression. Socon [ became conscious that
the woman was speaking to me. I say ‘became conscious ' because
she did not seem to vocalize nor I to hear, although I got her
message as plainly as I have ever heard any words, She was re-
assuring me about my changed conditions and was telling me that
I might dismiss all doubts and fears and misgivings. Up to this
time 1 had been surprised and awed but not frightened. All at once
I seemed to recognize my visitor and knew her to be my husband’s
mother. Simultaneously with this recognition I realized that she
was not on the same plane or in the same condition that I was. As
this thought came to me 1 shrieked with terror, awakening the
entire household, whe rushed to my room.

My husband explained that I had simply had a nightmare, and
took me to his room, where I spent the remainder of the night in a
nervous chill, 1 declared that I had seen his mother and that she
had talked to me, but he told me I had dreamed. I knew I had not.
After that night my tears and hysteria of the preceding weeks left
me, and I became normal and self-possessed as before. My
hushand’s mother was entirely unknown to me, and I had never
even seen a photograph of her. She had passed on more than
twenty years before when my husband was a mere boy. A week
after this experience ¥ all but fainted when confronted by a portrait
of her—the portrait was so exactly like my visitant.

Miss Fielde, not only in one of the letters printed above, but
also in another which we do not print, states that Mrs. Morse had
never heard her husband’s mother described (the more likely since
she died when Prof, Morse was a “ mere boy "'}, It is to be re-
gretted that Mrs, Morse neglected to cover this point explicitly,
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though what she says implies the same thing. But aside from
that, the vivid impression made by the recognition of the photo-
graph cannot be lightly set aside.

19.  An Apparition of a Person Coincident with his Death.

This is a second experience of Mrs. Morse, reported with the
first, ’

Shortly after the incident ahove related—possibly two weeks—
I recovered my poise sufficiently to return to my own bedroom.
Now I must digress briefly. My husbhand had a personal {riend who
had been very close to him for many years. This man was in poor
health and had been sent to a warmer climate for the winter, [
.myself had but a slight acquaintance with this friend of my husband’s
having met him but once.

On Sunday night, some two or three weeks after the experience
refated above, 1 was sleeping as usual when 1 awoke and sat up in
bed. It seemed to me that there was someone in the room, The
room was quite dark, but on looking around I saw standing near
my couch the form of this friend of my husband’s. I recognized
him at once, but this recognition occasioned no fear, as I knew him
to be still living. He did not speak—did not even seem to have any
message for me. All at once as I looked at him there came the clear
perception that the man had passed into the beyond and that my
visitor was again from the spirit world. As before, I shreked and
aroused my husband, who again spent some hours in calming me.
I was convinced that this man must have passed on without our
knowledge, and my conviction was confirmed when twenty-four
hours later a telegram came announcing the death of this friend,
The young man had actually passed on at about the same time that
he had appeared in my room.

1 had never had any experience of the kind, or even of a similar
nature before, and never have had since.

I have purposely suppressed names, as the collateral data are
known to a number of our acquaintances. The celestial visitants
(if such they were} were both very devoted to my husband and
wholly, or partially, unknown to me. It has always perplexed me
that they should have appeared to me who was not interested in
them, rather than to my husband who was. I have no explanation
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to offer for any part of the occurrences, and in fact I should welcome
any satisfying interpretation.

20. The Inimical-Harmless Ghost,

The following was communicated to Professor William
James, Feb. 29, 1912, by Mr. Frederick B. P, of Baltimore.

I have had an experience, frequently repeated, which may in-
terest you. It may be indigestion, or it may be a freak of my own
brain, so I will start by saying I have the digestion of an ostrich,
a fairly clear conscience, have spent most of my life out of doors,
was born on an old southern country place where I spent most of
my time out of doors, even sleeping on the porches in a hammock
in summer. I stand over six feet one in my stockings, and am well’
enough put up to pass the United States army physical examination,
having served in the Fifth Md. U. 8. V. during the Spanish war.

As a child I frequently had a * visit * from an intangible * some-
thing ” which I accepted as a “ Ghost ”. 1 was not, so far as I can
recall, at all alarmed by it, but had nevertheless a feeling that it was
not friendly. The first time T can recall having seen it was in my
bedroom just after I had gotten into bed. It suddenly appeared
right by the fireplace some ten feet away and seemed occupied in
looking at the fender. It seemed about ten feet high or a little less.
Later I frequently saw it, always in a place with very little light.
On one occasion I told my family of it, but was so laughed at that
I have never spoken of it since. While I was in South Africa during
the Boer war I saw the thing again on the veldt. It came directly
to me from a distance of about half a mile, gliding along the tops
of the karroo scruh. I got up and tried to find out what it was but
though I could see it distinctly, 1 could not touch it, It seemed
to glide away without any motion in itself, just as smoke moves. It
did not keep the same distance from me as would probably be the
case in an optical illusion, but floated off twenty-five feet or so and
then allowed me to come up to within about ten feet. I could see
through it just as if it were fog. It passed close to the band of
horses I was driving, several hundred, but they paid no attention to
it. Last week I saw the thing again in my room or tather from my
room in the garden, standing perfectly still looking toward the
house.
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To show what an impression it made on me as a child, to this
day 1 think of the “ Holy Ghost” as having somewhat of this
appearance.

Freperick B. P,
Catonsville, Baltimore, Md. 29 February [1912].
Questions elicited the following response:

Replying to yours of 9th March I enclose a rude sketch of my
* Ghost ,

1 have not the slightest reason for thinking it seemed to forecast
any events of any sort, either to myself or anyone else. My feeling
as a child was always that it was inimical and wished to do me
harm. But I cannot recall that I was ever at all alarmed by it. It
never impressed me as capable of harm, or, for the matter of that, of
anything else, my impression being that it was composed of smoke,

You are guite right in supposing I never spoke of it to anyone.
I spoke of it in my childhood to my mother and was simply laughed
at. She has since died.

The foot portion I cannot recall, I think it was roughly rounded
as in my sketch marked 2, hbut am not sure of it. The two long
projections on the head seemed the most solid portion of it, my
impression being that they were quite firm, the lower portion being
foggy.

Catonsville, Baltimore, Md. 11 March, 1912, Frederick B. P.

The main interest of the above is found in the persistence of
the same hallucination through childhood and maturer years, and
the excellent health of the subject.

21,  Apparition of Mother Coincides with Death of Father,

Mrs. Emma A, Pearsall, of Washington, D. C,, reported in
1914 that she saw an apparition of her mother, and at first
thought it was a person trying to get into the house. The next
morning she learned that her father was dead. This was in 1889,
Not stated whether she knew that he was ill or not, and other-
wise vague.

22.

Mme. R. de Vaux-Royer (see Joummal, IV, 323, 343) re-
ported, Feb. 24, 1916, that, six days before, she saw her deceased
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father in her room at the moment of retiring, looking “ as though
in great haste and from a far source—a note of wamming in his
face.”

23. A4 Hypnopompic l'ision.

A very sane and competent physician, who has done some
good work in reporting cases for the Society’s publications, and
who is disposed to be critical and incredulous, one day in August,
1915, was dreaming that some kindly ladies came to him and
pressed kisses on his lips so hard that they hurt. Then he woke
and saw one of them, apparently.

Finally they desisted and I sat up in bed and saw 3 woman stand-
ing a few feet away by the side of the bed. I looked at her, trying
to see who it was, and I was awake. 1 had sense enough to feel of
my eyelids, to see if they were open and found they were. [ then
remembered [ did not have my glasses on, which accounted for my
poor vision, but if ever I was awake I was then and saw her outline
as clearly as I would in the early light with my glasses off, as any
normal experience, It was ne one I knew or could recognize, finally
I sprang from bed, when she disappeared with a snap, and 1 ouly
saw the wall. I never had such a vivid experience in my life, |
dream frequently, but this was so different that it is marked in my
life as a very different experience, I certainly saw her after I sat
up and was awake.

This has the appearance of a dream image so vivid that,
owing in part, perhaps to some existing physical condition not
necessarily implying disease, it projected itself past the threshold
of waking. :

24. Fision forms from a Cloud.

Mrs. S. F. S. of Washington, D, C,, in 1914 reported that
in 1903, during a church service, she saw two pillars of clouds
form, from one of which her deceased husband's form and face
developed. But further inquiries caused her to “ shrink .

25  Describes Unknoun Place,

The next experience is that of Miss Anna Stockinger
(Jowrnal, 1, 368; X. 285, 334, 400, 455), reported from Ver-
sailles, Ind., June 27, 1915, in a letter to Dr. Hyslop:
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You once stated in a letter to me that should I ever have any
* experience 7 to send it to you, then as I got the verification to send
that also, later.

Perhaps I may have something of the kind. It happened Sun.
eve.,, June 20, when I was in company with a lady friend, Miss
Ursula Spencer, 1 got to thinking about it since and thot before
1 learn the truth would better send the account of experience ta you.

It was like this: Miss Spencer's spirit father was present. |
told her so and she asked him questions, among others about a
gentleman friend of hers living now in Pennsylvania. I saw thru
influence of the spirit father what I took to be the home of this
young man's parents, where he is at present, in Pa.. and I described
and drew a sketch to send to the man, Mr. W, K. H, [name given]
and ind out whether it is correct, etc. It was a two and a half story,
not new but not old-looking farm-house. No other houses visible,
farm tand all around, of a rolling nature. I saw house from what
1 thot west side (tho it may have been south), there was hroad side
of house, footpath along same and high flower plants this side of
path. A tall young woman stood on path, front of house, yard was
near the road and contained something like old fashioned wooden
pump, House looked grey, not white, Looked like this [diagram],
Road was most conspicuous and did not run so close to house as in
drawing except in front.

Shall send verification if we get same, later.

Truly,
ANNA STOCKINGER.

December 27th of the same year, Miss Stockinger was heard
from again, to this effect:

Late in the summer 1 sent you a sketch of house and description
of its surroundings, etc., that I saw thru a spirit friend. The young
lady who consulted me to see what news 1 could get from a dear
friend of hers living in Pa., etc., as 1 related in my last letter to you,
has since seen the friend and he said the sketch, description, ete., of
his home was exarctly correct! He remarked about the accuracy in
which the road was represented, etc.

I am sorry to state that he did not make any written statement,
but the young lady promised me she would write you particulars.
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If she hasn’t done so, I may see about it, and get written statements
from both,

The only thing inaccurate in my deseription of house, etc., was
the direction. [ said it was east or west or whatever I thot at the
time. I merely guessed at that and said so at the time, as my last
letter to you may prove. There is never anything to indicate di-
rection. 1f 1 * feel ™ it is west, | say s0. But I see 1 can’t depend
upon feeting.

Respectfully,
ANNA STOCKINCER.

Miss Spencer sent her corroborating statement, Feb, 4, 1916,

Sonie time ago I told Miss Anna Stockinger I would write you
concerning a description she gave of a house in an Eastern 3fate,
one which neither of us had ever seen.

1 was having a sitting with Miss Stockinger, and being anxious
about a friend who had but recently been calied home by the serious
illness of his Mother, I made an inquiry of my Father concerning
him, After the answer was given me, Miss Stockinger said, “ Oh,
I see such a pretty place—it is all new to me ™, and continued to
describe what she said my Father told her was the friend’s home.
After the sitting was over, she drew a rough sketch of the house,
yard and streets or roads passing the place, mentioning the trees,
flowers, and what seemed a high bank or bed of green. In November
last, I showed this sketch to the friend, giving a little explanation
of it, and he immediately exclaimed, “ It's my home in ,
Pennsylvania.,” The * high bank ar bed of green " was a rose hedge,
the streets or roads were correctly placed, and altogether it was a
matter of much interest to the friend, who had been brought up in
church circles which were much opposed to anything not of a per-
fectly orthodox nature.

Very truly,
UnrsuLa A. SPENCER.

26. Sces Living Persons who are Elsewhere,

On June 25th, 1913, Mrs. M. L. M. T. of Philadelphia wrote
to Dr. Hyslop that when she was motoring with him in the park
in Philadelphia, Friday, the 20th, she had seen two specified

s
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friends passing them in a machine, and was surprised, supposing
them to be in another city. It proved that these friends were
actually where they were supposed to be. They returned the day
after. Still Mrs. T. insists, “ I most certainly saw them ", Per-
haps, but there seemed to be no way of proving to others that
mistaken identity was not the key to the mystery.

27. Hypnopompic and other Unevidential 1isual Halluci-
nations.

Harry A. Ward, of Philadelphia, on April 4th, 1912, sent a
copy of a ietter to his mother describing an apparition of a dead
son, at the moment of waking, The mother witnesses to having
received the letter directly after the occurrence on Jan. 27th ct
the same year, and the wife to having heard the incident the same
morning. The mother, Mrs. Eliza H. Ward, wrote an accoun
of a similar vision experienced by her on waking, and to mwo-
mentary apparitions of unrecognized faces when fully awake,
and once of the face and upper form of a child, surrounded by
luminous cloud.

28.  Sees Apparition of her Sick Husband.

Mrs. E. S. W. of Chicago, Feb. 4th, 1913, reported having
seen, in 1907 and six weeks before the death of her husband. his
apparition in the same house where he then lay sleeping. She at
once cried out to a gentleman present, who witnessed to the fact,
that her husband would die.

Whatever the real nature and significance of this vision, it
cannot be regarded as evidential. For it appears that Mr. W,
then in rather advanced years, had been suffering from a malady
for some time, his wife was * exceedingly anxious about him, he
himself had misgivings that he would not live (as betraved by
the expression * My husband was very worried about leaving
me with so much to look after and [in the vision]} he stood like
a sentinel on duty, his arms were at his sides and he looked at
me so sad and so pale '), in which apprehension his wife shared
{ as revealed by her exclamation when she saw the vision, “ Now
I know he is going to die "). Therefore, especially as the ex-
pression of sadness on the apparitional face corresponded with
what she knew were then her husband’s feelings, it is perhaps hest
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to look upon the phenomenon as akin to 2 crystal vision of the
ordinary type, the polished surface of the door against which it
was seen acting, it may be, as the crystal. At all events, the death
within six weeks was not unlikely, and this rather remote coin-
cidence with the hallucination can be given no more significance
than would attach to the same remote coincidence with the previ-
ous fears and apprehensions. At the same time it is well to
remark, since there is so much confused thinking along this line,
that had Mr. W. been at a distance, and died in the hour of the
apparnition, the fact that there had been some weeks or months
of previous ill-health and consequent appreheunsions, while it
lessened, would not have destroyved the evidential weight of the
close coincidence, provided there had been no late reason to fear
a speedy demise.

The above experiences are of evidently different types, and
may be of essentially different nature and instigation. That is
one of the problems which we are at work on, and in the mean-
time we put on record ‘ human documents” of every variety
belonging to the group, seemingly normal, apparently abnormal
and possibly supernormal. The line between the normal and the
abnormal is not always easy te draw, and granting the super-
normal, the line between it and the nermal on the one hand, and
the abnormal on the other, may sometimes be impossible to draw.
There might be present all the conditions supposed to be ante-
cedent to a pathological visual experience, and it might conceiv-
ably contain elements of the grotesque as bizarre as blue four-
legged men with green whiskers depending from their noses, and
yet tf it otherwise depicted a distant scene and a complicated
series of events at the moment taking place there, it would be
supermormal. It is astonishing how persons who ought to know
better will dismiss an experience which presents strong evidence
of supernormal significance, with a wave of the hand, simply
because the subject of it was “ sick ” or * in a nervous condition ”
at the time, Hysteria and nervousness have not the function of
prediction or clairvoyance. Even were a pathological condition
necessary for the production of such experiences, the latter would
not themselves necessarily be pathological, any more than a plant
which always grows in sandy soil is itseli sandy. As 2 matter
of fact, but few of those who report such experiences are ** hys-
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terics 7, “sick 7', or anything of the sort, unless the experiences
themselves are made the criteria to so classify them, which is
exactly the victous circle in which many hasty critics find them-
selves.

The incidents reported will also, we hope, suggest to many
the importance of making immediate and exact records of such
experiences in the future, and of reporting them promptly, with
all the corroboration and collateral proof that are accessible,

E-’)i'
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case we should have all sorts of errors, and if deferred percip-
ience occurred successes would pass as errors.

Take a case of playing cards. Suppose the agent is thinking
of a six spot. The percipient might get a five spot which would
be wrong. But if negative hallucination should occur to suppress
one spot in the image he obtained, he might be nearly correct,
but we could not treat it so, because there is a five spot in the
pack. If the six spot were measured off against geometrical
figures, animal forms and the million and one objects of sense
perception and memory, to get a five spot would be suggestive
tho not correct. That is why arbitrary figures are much better
as evidence. Partial successes in this may be as good as entire
ones. No doubt cards and numbers offer a chance for mathe-
matical calcuiations, but I do not value those as much as most
pecple. Mathematical methods are never applied to evidence in
murder or theft. Nor are they applicable to the most important
affairs of life, while the evidence is quite as conclusive
as if mathematics were applicable. Moreover the law of proba-
bilities in cards and numbers is practically an arbitrary one. We
assume in card guessing, for instance, that a2 man has one chance
in fifty-two for guessing correctly the number and the suit. But
this is no fixed law of chance, Assuming that it is such a law,
two successful guesses in the fifty-two would transcend chance.
But this would not be any evidence for thought transference, and
besides for all that we know, it wouid still be chance coincidence.
" Indeed we might guess five hundred times and not get the correct
card, so that chance is no fixed affair in such work. It is either
an empirical law; that is, determined by the actual resuit of a
large number of guesses, or it is worthless for any scientific
accuracy. Ten successful guesses out of fifty-two might be pure
chance for all that we know, or even twenty of them, tho we
might not be able to either prove or disprove it. There is no
point at which we can be sure of evidence for telepathy in such
experiments short of so large a percentage that objection would
be silenced, and perhaps even then it would not be scientific proof,
but only a stlencer on scepticism based upon the ordinary law of
chance. Diagrams are worth a thousand times as much for evi-
dence., They enable us to measure chance coincidence as it mani-
fests itself in actual life.
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Nevertheless these experiments are important ones. They
at feast show the futility of that type of experiment, tho they
may also answer the believer in telepathy more effectively than
any other way. That hypothesis has been so outrageously abused
that the Report is a welcome and refreshing product.  If the sum-
plest possibleexperiments yield nothing insupport of that doctrine,
what about the complicated forms of it? If mental coincidences
between present mental states transcending chance and normal
sense perception have no scientific support, what of the claim that
the percipient can read the subconscious of the supposed agent or
select from any distant person latent memories with which to
impersonate the dead! The fact is, as I have often asserted, that
we have no evidence that coincidences which we call telepathy
are direct transmissions between living minds. We know noth-
ing about the process, and so the hypothesis has no utility what-
ever as an explanatory conception, and even as a classificatory
concept, it has been outrageously abused.

The present reviewer, for instance, has never been satisfied
with the application of it to the phantasms of the dying. It was
cnly as a measure of precantion against hastily applied spiritistic
conceptions that it was allowable there. But it was in no respect
internally probable and presented more difficulties, when ex-
amined, than it soived. But psychic researchers who were
governed more by the respectability of scepticism than by scien-
tific insight could be credulous in this field while they were
abusing sceptics of telepathy for narrow mindedness! It would
have been better to have said that we did not know than to use
a term with no defined meaning of the specific sort to cover up
credulity.

It may be that most of us who have conceded telepathy of any
kind may have to modify our views. Certain it is that recent
years have not added large amounts of evidence in its support
and the present volume would do much to discredit hopes, a
result not altogether unwelcome when we consider the absurd use
of the term that prevails even in high circles, The author does
not attempt to delimit the meaning of the term and perhaps his
own experiments do not require this. He takes the definition of
the founders of the work and simply shows a negative in the
evidence. But it ought to be recognized that the very conception






Leland Stanford University in Psychic Research. 335

coincidence beyond chance, regardless of any views about the
process being direct or indirect. Herein lies its strength. But
in the course of its criticism of the existing evidence or claims
to evidence, it somewhat overshoots the mark, It selects the
debatable cases and remains silent on the less debatable. It would
have been better to have said nothing about the existing evi-
dence and to have rested only on the facts in the author’'s own
records. The negative results here do not set aside all the past
work.

The last judgment is evidenced by the attention given to the
experiments by the English group in the Creery case and those
between Blackburn and Smith. It lays stress on the discovery
in these instances that, in the Creery case, the girls confessed
to a certain amount of signaling and in the other instance Black-
bum afterward confessed to playing tricks and using a code in
the experiments he and Smith performed under the auspices of
the members of the Society. But the book does not recognize
as fully as it ought that the Society attached no value to any of
the Creery experiments where signaling was possible. The
Blackburn case is more fully stated. This man having heard that
his colleague was dead came out and made the statement that
Smith was an expert conjurer and that he himself and Smith
had agreed to hoax the experimenters. It happened that Smith
was still living and he came out and denied the whole story told
by Blackbum, convicting him of deliberate lying, and insisting
that he knew nothing about conjuring and that his work in the
experiments was bona fide. While the upshot of the matter
was that no value could be attached to the experiments, there was
no proof that Blackburn was right, but much evidence that he
was a liar. It happened, however, that there were much better
experiments on record and tho mernbers of the Society were not
wholly exempt from criticism for their estimate of the results
in this case, their records showed other facts to which no fair
exception could be taken and the evidence stood for coincidences
not due to chance or normal sense perception.

Dr. Coover quotes Dr. Crichton Browne in connection with
the case and seems to lay much stress on his testimony. Browne
reported that Mr. Myers had accused him of * offensive in-
credulity ” in some Blackburn-Smith experiments, as Browne had
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insisted on better bandaging of the percipient’s eyes, which seems
to have prevented success. The implication is that Myers and
his colleagues were a credulous set of fools and amateurs in their
work. But we must remember that we have a very prejudiced
account of the case by Browne. He frankly boasts of his “ of-
fensive incredulity ” and resentment against imposture. We
have no evidence that he is correctly reporting the facts. His
temper showed that he was totally unfit to investigate such cases
1 very much doubt whether he has told the truth about Mr.
" Myers's position. But we do not need to question his veracity.
We have only to accept his own statement of the case to convict
him of being a consummate fool in the experiments. He con-
fessed to the ' offensive incredulity ”, ‘but in showing this spirit
proved his ignorance of scientific method in such situations.  His
incredulity is defensible, but not his offensiveness. Any man
outside an insane asylum should have known that his evidently
abrupt and offensive manner of bandaging the man’s eyes would
cither produce a state of mind and suspicion on the part of the
subject that would prevent genuine phenomena or it would put
the subject on his guard and you would not discover fraud. He
took the very course to defeat his own object. He did not dis-
cover any fraud and the prevention of success was no evidence
of fraud or against the possible genuineness of other phenomena.
It only proved that under the special conditions, the mental ones
being either unknown or disregarded by him, there was no suc-
cess at telepathy. Had Dr. Browne had the slightest intelligence
on the subject he would have let the men experiment in their own
way and spent his time working out the signal code which he
suspected and never proved. But he was evidently so afraid
he would be puzzled to explain the phenomena that he must pre-
vent them in order to crow about it. He showed no scientific
sense whatever about them.

I have known laymen to show a thousand times more sense.
1 may illustrate it in the case of Dr. Isaac Funk. He had the
reputation among conjurers and people of that type for being
an old fool, 2 man in his dotage, interested in Spiritualism and
fooled all the time by mediums, Nothing was farther from the
truth. He was worth a thousand conjurers in the investigation
of mediums. I know the man personally and his methods. So
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no doubt that the Miles-Ramsden experiments were not handled
by the Society as they might have been. But this was not be-
cause they represented chance coincidence. Any man can say
that of them, but he is likely to have a hard time proving it.
They have their interest in certain facts not noted at all by the
Society ; namely, their connection with other psychic phenomena,
especially in the case of Miss Miles. The experiments were
carefully performed and recorded, and readers can form their
own estimate of them. Some of them are interesting for showing
decided coincidences hardly due to chance that were not in the
thought of the agent, Miss Miles, and suggested telepathy of the
wider range and of a selective type. But when we found their
connection with other psychic phenomena the telepathic coinci-
dences had to seek an explanation in causes lying behind the
whole field of them and many of them were not telepathic at all.
Of course all this is not found in the English Reports, but only
in the American Proceedings. No account is taken of these.

I do not question the duty to call attention to the weak potnts
in the evidence for telepathy. That is necessary apart from the
duty, but it would savor more of complete faimess, if the whole
evidence was canvassed thoroughly. I have no interest, it wiil
be recognized, in defending telepathy. On the contrary, rejection
of 1t would make the spiritistic theory the only one about which
we could talk at all and it would have an easy way into the con-
victions of mankind. But I recognize that there are many facts
which are not evidence of that theory, even tho it might explain
them, whether by stretching it or not, and I do not think that
telepathy as a name for a set of unexplained facts has yet been
disproved. It may be disproved in the future, but so long as it 15
but a name for coincidences excluding chance and normal sense
perception, and not evidence for spirits, it may not be easy to re-
fute it, perhaps impossible as an evidential criterion, tho we dis-
prove its explanatory character.

Also Muensterberg’s experiments with Beulah Miller are
referred to more or less with approval, quoting his statement that
“ her successes turn into complete failures as soon as neither the
mother nor the sister is present in the room.” This is not true,
My own experiments proved that she could succeed with the
Tudge when both sister and mother were absent from the room
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and under conditions when no signal was either given or possible,
as neither mother nor sister knew what the facts were that were
transmitted. Professor Muensterberg is quoted with reference
to “ unconscious signals unconsciously discovered by the girl”
It does not seem that either Dr. Coover or Professor Muenster-
berg ever saw that " unconscious signals unconsciously detected ”
might be convertible with telepathy! The conception is so elastic
that you cannot limit it to the known type of signal. The thing
that produces illusion in our minds about the phenomena is the
appeal to “signals” which we know and understand, but this
is completely eviscerated of all meaning by making them uncon-
scious on the part of the mother or sister and unconsciously dis-
covered by the child. This would be quite true on the telepathic
hypothesis. Professor Muensterberg was only fooling himself
and the public in the appeal to such things. If he had shown
what the “ signal "' was and how it embodied our normal ideas
of sensory stimulus, he might have made out a case, but he was
only throwing dust in our ideas and disguismg absolute ignorance
under the phrases of great learning. There is too much of this
in university quarters. Take Carpenter's “ unconscious cere-
bration ", which played such 2 part in half a generation of scep-
tical explanations of unusual phenomena. * Cerebration” had
no recognizable or known meaning whatever, but it was a
convenient term with which to confuse the plebs under the dis-
guise of great knowledge, It was no better than abracadabra
for explaining things. [t is the same with “ unconscious signals
unconsciously detected.” These might be, but what are they and
in what do they differ from telepathy? Moreover the child,
Beulah Miller, did not even look at her mother in the experi-
ments. She looked up at the ceiling or at some point in space
away from her mother and sister and often did the work as
successfully when mother and sister were absent as when present.
This is not told the reader, but it is essential to any fair judgment
of the case. In my own work with the child ] found other facts
associated with her experiences that were not explicable by telep-
athy, but ] was not allowed after that discovery to experiment
with her. It is the last case in the world Lo quote in favor of
defeated telepathy.

The negative result of the work is not to be criticised or
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You either beg the question as to what science is or you admit
that science is not concerned with the important affairs of life
and therefore should have a small place in the estimate of man-
kind. You cannot beg the question by making science matenal-
istic in your conception of it. Religious beliefs are either true
or false and science is either capable of pronouncing judgment
on all truths or it has very little importance. Your universities
will lose all place in the education of mankind, if they take that
narrow view of the functions of science. Mankind will go else-
where for its truths, if you forfeit the claim to investigate any
field of alleged facts. I shall not advocate any other conception
of science. It is not necessary to do so. I can give its defenders
the advantage of sun and wind in the controversy and drive them
to cover, if they renournce the power to investigate the important
things in life and confess power only to investigate those which
have no importance., That is what many of our universities are
actually doing and we shall see how they will stand the conse-
quences of this world war when it begins to revise umversity
methods, as some are seeing they will have to do. Science will
either undertake the investigation of psychic phenromena seriously,
or it will go to the wall. The fact is, science is not a result nor
is it mathematics and physics. It is method and as such can be
applied to any phenomena whatever. Any other conception of
it will only lead you into a fool’s paradise. I can understand the
need of tact and caution in handling the religious man when you
get your bread from him or have his boys under you to educate
them, but it does not help the world to evade issues or to * duck "
the duty to educate it, It is done indirectly all the time and the
man who avows that his task is not to investigate religious
matters, will end in surreptitiously attacking and undermining the
very thing that he claims not to touch, and he loses or forfeits
the opportunity to direct the mind into the ways of truth.

Much that is said about the importance of studying mental
bias and affective influences on beliefs is well said, but I am sure
it applies as readily to scepticism as it does to psychic research.
There is no monopoly of bias in psychic researchers. Qur dog-
matic sceptics are as addicted to it as are spiritualists, and in my
experience I find many spintualists far more concessive in regard
to fraud and illusion than the ordinary scientific man is toward
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the existence of facts he cannot explain, It is a sop to Cerberus
that Professor Angell presents on this matter. The rest of the
scientific world has to be pacified, and, while most of them will
see a sly rebuke paid to psychic research, they will feel themselves
complacently exempt from the suspicion of bias, There is no
harm in this delusion. Scientific men will find their way out of
it, if you give them time and assure them of respectability and
escape from ridicule. I am sure that psychic researchers will only
have to display a sense of humor in this situation and patiently
await the slow conversion of men who prefer to convince them-
selves to being humiliated by the discoveries of others.

We are glad to note that the experirents in the study of the
subconscious do not lend support to the theory that the subcon-
scious has such large powers as were ascribed to it by Mr, Myers.
The primary interest in that view was based upon the desire to
escape or disregard the usual facts in psychic research which
suggested spiritistic interpretation and on which spiritualists had
concentrated attentton. The desire was to get more “ respect-
able ”’ evidence and it was thought that extending the power of
the subconscious would supply this. But it only bewilders the
whole subject and only makes impossible either the proof or the
disproof of anything whatsoever, Speaking of the present study
the author says: " Nor does Myers’s theory, which has found
support among workers in psychical research, that the subcon-
scious is an expression of the infinite mind and the conscious an
individual matter or a very limited expression of the infinite, get
support, for as was just said what is under the threshold does not
seemn enormously richer in content than what is above. Nor do
I find anything in these results which leads me to suppose that
under the threshold a mental condition exists which makes it
necessary to suppose that communication between different per-
sons {telepathy) is possible and which would more or less be
supporting Myers's theory. The results do support [Morton]
Prince’s theory that what is under the threshold is an expression
of the observer’s experiences.”

In this whole subject of the subconscious we have to choose
between sensory stimuli and supersensible stimuli for the knowl-
edge that the subliminal has, or both. So far as the contents of
the subconscious are known they reflect a sensory origin, unless
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ciated with general psychic tendencies, but apparently as an
isolated phenomenon. You would not suspect that it had any
affinities with other psychic phenomena. Hence it is natural to
try for it without regard to its possible connections. But in my
experience I have found that it is not to be expected at all save
in the mediumistic type and in the end that fact may be a clue
to what its causes are, which shows that we ought not to expect
to find it an isolated fact, if it exists at all. The same is true of
dowsing and other phenomena. We can hardly criticize the
present volume for the field of its experiments. It has only
followed the example and teaching of the advocates of telepathy
and found only 2 negative result. But if the experiments should
be extended to cases already psychic in other respects it is possible
that better results might be obtained, whether we found them
distinctively telepathic or not.

Nevertheless the volume is one that is needed in psychic re-
search when we come to consider the confident and dogmatic tone
of the average Spiritualist who has so long been the prey of fraud
and tllusion. We cannot expect the scientific man te sit down and
swallow allegations that belie all the methods to which he is
accustomed to attach his allegiance. Tt is unfortunate that the
first and perhaps only condition of progress in psychic research
is a destructive policy and more or less assault on the layman
instead of trying to lead him into better ways of testing his own
beliefs. It must be granted that believers have been their own
worst enemies. They have done so much to invite ridicule that
they must not wonder when the scientific man seizes his oppor-
tunity to dispense it. It is so often well deserved.

But for the present reviewer the chief interest in the volume

" is the check which it is calculated to administer to believers in

telepathy, not because the facts in the volume are by any means
decisive on this point, but because academic authority will be
strong enough to cbtain respect where the criticism of a spiritist
would have little weight. It is high time to have the conception
of telepathy cleared up and its definite limits determined. There
will be no sanity in psychic research until that is done, and this
volume is a step in the right direction.
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A GROUP OF COMPOUND QUASI-SENSORY
EXPERIENCES.

By Dr. WaLtEr F. Prince,

Science continually confronts problems of terminology. Every
advance in knowledge brings new words and new senses of old
words, Even every new and extensive inquiry, or method of
inmquiry, causes the proposal of provisional new words and pro-
visional altered sigmifications of old ones. Thus, by psychical
researchers, the word hallucination is being employed in a new
and not derogatory sense, to designate’ a non-normal sense
perception, without regard to whether it is abnormal or super-
normal, that is, whether its cause 1s some morhid condition
within the perceiving organism, or something external and tran-
scending the material. But to all except a few readers, if you
entitle any expertence a hallucination you have convicted and
doomed it at the start. For that word has a long and sinister
history. Beginning with the Latin hallucinor, which meant “to
wander in mind, to talk idly, to dream ”, the English noun thence
derived has come to mean, and set down in the dictionaries to
mean, “ Apparent perception, occasioned by a morbid condition
of the nervous system, and without any corresponding external
ubject, as the sights seen and the sounds heard by one in delirium
tremens ” [ Standard Dictionary]. It is difficult to neutralize a
word which has for ages borne a disparaging sense; almost as
difficult as it would be to give the word black the secondary sense
of grey.

Quast-sensory experience or phenomenon is an awkward term
enough, but at least it is not ambiguous and misleading, and it is
strictly correct. Quast signifies “ as if ; not fully genuine ”, and
an apparition, for instance, is seen as if with the eyes, yet the
eyes may be shat, or the darkness may be unrelieved by any light
that others present can perceive; while the apparition, so viewed,
is surely not fully genaine as vision is commonly understood.
* Quasi-visual, quasi-auditory, quasi-tactual”, would then be the
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badly frightened 1 remember all that the spirits said to me. Some-
times I think I will write up just what I seen and see if any one else
has ever had such an experience. I do not think any one would
doubt what I would say as I have lived here all my life, and {or the
past twenty years have been working either in the sheriff’s office or
as a policeman and I am sure I would have no object or desire to
tell anything but the truth.
Yours truly,
Sam. C. Brirron,

(Sent with letter of May 22, 1914.)

I was born near the City of Daiton, Ga., on Qct, the 6th, 1869:
My father was a cabinet workman and miller by trade and my early
youih was spent in attending the neighborhood schools and in help-
ing my father in the workshop. 1 was always of a disposition to
want to make and keep friends and when 1 was twenty-one was
acquainted with nearly all people of the county. At the age of
twenty-two | went to work under S. A, Frazier who was then
Sheriff of the county and with the exception of a short time have
worked ever since cither in the Sheriff’s office or as a member of the
city police force. I have always had strong religious convictions
and I doubt if there is many men of my age who have given more
thought to the holy scriptures than I have, and especiaily that great
guestion asked in Job, 14 chapter and 14 verse, if a man dies shall
he live again, This question has perhaps been given more thought
by the whole human race than any other ever asked. and is still being
debated, both by the wise and the unwise. _

While 1 am just a plain man like millions of others and have
always believed in a future life I want to assure you my dear reader
that since my latest experience I for one am satisfied beyond the
shadow of a doubt. For with my own eyes I have seen and recog-
nized friends and relatives who was near and dear to me who have
gone to the spirit world.

I have no desire nor nothing to gain by stating anything but facts
and what I tell you is The Truth The Whele Truth and nothing
but the Truth.

It was on Sunday night March the 29%th, 1914, that having quite
a number of guests at my hotel I did not retire until a late hour,
and as my oldest son was away from home I slept in his room which
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is on the first floor in the southwest part of the building. There
was nothing unusual happened during the night until just before it
was good daylight. 1 was awakened by a heavy rain and thunder
storm raging without. 1 had just started to get up and was sitting
on the bedside when I heard my name called. Looking in the
direction of the window from where the voice called T was startled
and cannot describe the scene better than to say it seemed as if |
was looking inte a Cyclorama, I could not see well the face of him
who spoke to me for it seemed as if his face was partly covered with
a thin vail. I had arose to my feet and was told to sit down, 1
must confess that while I think 1 have as much nerve as the average
man [ was badly frightened and more so the next instant after I
was seated there was a forked flame like fire set upon my right arm
and remained there for several minutes. He then commenced talk-
ing to me and asking me gquestions about the life I was living and
especially about certain things that had happened during the past
year and to warn me what I might expect unless I should reform
and live quite a different life in the future to what it had been
recently, As he continued to talk with me I could see and recognize
people T had known as they was being shown me like moving
pictures. As I saw and recognized my mother he said to me, Your
mother is here and says tell you that she is very happy in the spirit
world and also tell you that while you all was grieving much when
you found her dead not to grieve any more but try to come to her.
She said she had no pain in death, You also had a favorite sister
who come over here a short while ago, and instantly she appeared
and I recognized her. I was much affected by the scene and asked
him about other [riends who I did not see. He replied I fear they
are lost. The dark land you see in the distance is the land of eternal
perdition and if them who are there had have lived righteous lives
as they could have done then they too might now be singing and
praising God like these, and instantly I seen a great host who was
singing and playing on all manner of instruments and surely mortal
ears never heard such sweet music as it was, The next, said he, is
representing Christ and his seventeen jewels in heaven, | thought
what a prince indeed among men the Saviour must have been, The
tall manly form and handsome face so much younger and altogether
different from what artists have painted him. He continued to talk
with me and told me many things that I do not think it best to tell

P
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just now. As the scenes continued passing on I could hear in one
corner whisperings of what I supposed was evil spirits, and as I
looked around that way he said. Wherever there is good will be
found evil also, for there is always a warfare between light and
darkness and between good and evil,

As the scene began to gradually fade away he said to me. Re-
member all that 1 have told you, and again I could hear the strains
of the sweet music as it got farther and farther away. I sat there
for sometime thinking over the wonderful sight I had seen untaf |
was finally summoned by my wife to the momning meal. When |
arose to go I found myself so weak I could hardly walk and remained
in that condition for several days although I was not sick, My
friends was continually asking me when 1 was in public why I was
so pale, but T can truthfully say that the first day after this experi-
ence was the happiest day of all my life. It seemed that heaven
was not far away and that there was good spirits near watching over
me. I said nothing about what I had seen to any except my wife
and a very few intimate friends whose belief I knew to be the same
as was mine, for I am well aware of how skeptical most of the
people are when you talk to them about commupicating with {riends
who have gone to the other world. However 1 know this, It has
made a better man of me for I have changed my ways and T know
that no sensible man could have the same experience and think lightly
of it. | also know I was sober and in my right mind at the time
and can today remember every word that was said to me.

I know it was not a dream for I was wide awake at the time that
1 was first calted. I know it was not the work of the devil for he
certainly never would give the good advice that I received from the
one who come and talked with me and explained the scenes as they
passed before my eyes.

And now my dear reader my tale is told to you just as it hap-
pened many things I have not told because it mostly concerned
myself and some things I was instructed not to tell, but of this I
can assure you, that after reading and studying the great question
for many years I am satisfied and know that after I die I will live
again and if I live an humble Christian life, following the golden
rule, that I will go to a better world and there be with all good
people who live right while in this world.
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in school often came to me or my brother and we always took his
part. William called my father and mother, uncle and aunt. There
was no relationship, and I mention it to show we were close friends,
in early life. _ '

It was between two and three, and warm, and I went up te my
bedroom and lay down on the bed. (My marriage had not pleased
my family, who lived on a farm in Cambridge, Mich., and they had
not written me since my marriage some three months earlier.) My
thoughts were with my parents and the old home many times every
day. The Sheeler home was about two miles from my home.

The room I was in had no closet and I had been lying on the
bed about ten minutes looking at some clothes of mine that hung
near the foot of the bed. Suddenly I saw a blue mist that seemed
between the foot board of the bed and myself, only it was above me
and I had to look up to see the haze. * Presently all the room was
filled by a blue haze and out of the haze, little by little, a face
cmerged and 1 thought, why there is Kate Sheeler (Kilbury) with
the toothache. I had scarcely thought this when the face began to
change, and all at once it was the brother Will. Sheeler with face
bound just as I had seen the sister’s, and in a hoarse whisper, as if
in distress, or perhaps more as if fearful he would be heard, he said,
“awful, awful . Gradually, like a veil covering it, the face faded
slowly. Tt was the same m effect as when a fog lifted. The face
faded out before the mist entirely cleared. I was not frightened but
interested and jumped from bed, ran down stairs and told Mrs.
Russell, This vision was on Wednesday. On Saturday Mr. Howard
came home and said he had been in the old neighborhood {1 didl not
know he was to go there) and asked me whose funeral I thought
he had attended. 1 said, I don’t know I have no idea, and Mr.
Howard said, “ Wednesday I attended the funeral of Will Sheeler,
and it was strange but he had a white cloth bound about his head,
and I thought at the time it was perhaps to hold the chin.”

This part would need to be treated confidentially .......... the
rumor being quite general,............ [The omitted sentences,
if true, would be pertinent to the words whispered by the apparition,
“Awful t awful 1]

I asked Mr. Howard if he thought of me at the funeral and he

said his constant thought was of my surprise and sorrow when ]
leammed of Will Sheeler's death,
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The next death to follow Will Sheeler's in the Sheeler famiiy
was the sister Katherine, tho I do not recall how long after.
Very truly,
Mgrs. CorpELIA Howarp,

(Extract from letter by unknown hand, referring to Mrs.
Howard and her vision)

“ Her husband was a Frank Howard, an actor for over forty
years. For a great many years he played in a military play, ‘ The
Spy of Shiloh’, which he wrote himself.”

Nov. 5 (1912)

Dear Mr. Hyslop: I enclose notice in today's Tribune {Chicago)
of death of John Russell, with whom Mr. and Mrs. Howard boarded.
Mrs. Howard said that it was common report ..... [Reference to
the matter which, if true, would explain the words heard at the time
of the vision, “ Awful!l awful®) ..... but Mrs. Howard had never
heard this at time of vision......... v ¥

Cordially,
Frorence Coorer HavL.

*The bulk of this letter is removed from its context because it relates
to an entirely different matter. Tt seems best to preserve it, however
both on account of its own interest and because it shows that a near
blood relative of Mrs. Howard had had a2 somewhat similar experience
‘Of course it is no longer possible to appraise the story.

*“This iz an experience of long ago but may interest you.

“Mrs. Howard's father's oldest sister had this experience. They lived
on a faren, [in] Mich, and her son was working with a team of oxen,
about a mile from home.

* He did not return at the usual time and the mother became znxious. As
no one else shared her anxiety, she waited until after all had had supper
and then went outside to see if her son were coming. She came hack
and told the family that there was a bright light like a lantern across
the big field and (it was dark) that it seemed to her the rail fence was
down, and she saw the son lying there, trampled by the oxen. She was
laughed at for her story and it was not until a couple of hours later that
they learned the truth, A neighbor found the son. The fence was down,
the son had been killed by the oxen and the place was too far away for
the mother to have seen it with natural vision, and Mrs. Howard said
that the aunt said the light seemed like a large, very bright lantern,
which changed its location, moving about.”
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IV. Apparition of a Person, Coinciding with his Death,
My Dear Dr. HysrLop:

I hope the enclosed account loses none of its value by being so
long delayed, but 1 could not get Mrs. Wakeland’s [pseudonym sub-
stituted for name given] signature sconer, owing to her state of
health. She had been in a nervous hysterical condition for fully
a year before this boy’s death, and as it was followed by several other
deaths in her family, some of them equally distressing, it is only now
that I felt I could approach her on the subject of submitting the
enclosed account to you. She does not object to its being published,
but as I should like to spare them any publicity or annoyance it
might be as well to change or leave out the names, I am giving you
the real names of all concerned.

Harry Wakeland was drowned at about three o'clock in the
afternoon. As 1 was visiting a2 short distance from tewn at the
time it was five o'clock when I heard it. I immediately called Mrs
Brown over the'phone to ask particulars and as she had just returned
to town with Mr. and Mrs. Wakeland, I had a full account of the
apparition as she had just heard it.

I went in the next morning and by ten o'clock, and before the
boy's body was brought home, I had talked with every one who had
any knowledge of it except Mrs. Wakeland herself, and had con-
vinced myself of the truth of it. Her mother Mrs, Hovey told me
the same thing had occurred in her family before ; her mother having
seen her son come up the steps and into the house at the very hour
he was killed in Virginia during the war, so distinctly had seen him
that she had a search made of the entire place. And when Mrs.
Hovey herself died on January second, 1913, from burns received
on Christmas day, she saw and conversed with members of her
family, some of them long dead, off and on during the entire in-
terval. She did not suffer, having been burned toc deeply, was
conscious, and perfectly rational. Would tell her children where
they—the dead—were in the room and what they were doing. And
remarked on how strange it was that they could not see them, when
to her they were so plainly visible.

Mrs. Wakeland has never had any other such experience, bul
possesses the faculty of knowing beforehand things that happen.

If I have gone too fully into details, Dr. Hyslop, and so taken
up your time unnecessarily, it is because I thought even the little
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things said and done might have some bearing on the case, might
be of some value,
With best wishes I am
Sincerely, (Mgzs.) M. W. Muscrove.

P. 5. I forgot to say you need not hesitate to use my name in
connection with the above if you see fit to do so.
Port Gibson, Miss., October 26, 1913,

My Dear Dr. Hysror:

I wish to report the following case of an apparition experienced
by my friend Mrs. E. W. Wakeland, of her son Harry, on Friday,
May 17, 1912, at about the time of his death, or between that and
a quarter of an hour after as near as one could calculate,

Mrs. Wakeland lives on a plantation about Ave miles from town,
and alone at the time, Mr, Wakeland being in town. Their two
children, of whom Harry, aged sixteen, was the eldest, were staying
in town with their aunt, Mrs. M. H, Barrows, and attending school.
Harry was to have graduated on the following Monday and Mrs,
Barrows was giving a party for him and his sister that night. I
give these details to show you Mrs. Wakeland was not expecting
her son home.,

He catne in in the early afternoon, having just passed his last
examination, and after taking some part in the preparation for the
party left the house saying he was going down to get a dollar from
his father. In about an hour Mrs. Barrows was called to the tele
phone by her sister Mrs, Wakeland, who breathlessly and in a most
agitated tone of wvoice asked, “ Where is Harry ?” Mrs. Barrows
told her where he said he was going, and what for. She replied, 1
want Harry! I want Harry!" Mrs, Barrows asked her what was
the matter, and if she had been running. But to every question she
replied, " I want Harry ! I want Harry ! Tell him to call me up
just as soon as he comes in.’ .

Mrs. Barrows hung the receiver up and disturbed and uneasy
sat down on the stair steps beside the telephone to think it over,
when the 'phone rang again. Tt was a negro woman saying, * Harry
Wakeland has just been drowned in Bayou Pierre.”

Mr. Wakeland and a Mrs. Brown, a neighbor of mine, went out
in an automobile to tell Mrs. Wakeland. Her first words were, “1
saw him! I saw him! He was here, an hour ago.”” She said she
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was out in the yard feeding some young turkeys, when suddenly she
telt a gentle tap on her cheek and her son's lips brush hers. It was
a habit of his to pat her on the cheek whenever he kissed her.
Startled, surprised, she turned quickly and saw him distinctly stand-
ing beside her. But only for an instant, he vanished just as a shadow
would pass. Feeling that something terrible had happened to him
she flung the pan of food from her (where it lays right now}, and
ran to the telephone and called up Mrs. Barrows as I have already
related.

Nothing can convince Mrs. Wakeland that she did not see her
son. Aund I am equally convinced of the truth of the occurrence
as described by her,

Sincerely, Macemt W. Muscrove.

The above statement by Mrs. M. W. Musgrove is true in every
particular,
Mges. E. WARELAND.

This account is perfectly true. 1 am the little boy’s aunt.
Mes. M. H. Barrows.

This case is undeniably well reported and well attested. There
can be no reasonable doubt that Mrs. Wakeland did have the quasi-
sensory experience of seeing her son and feeling his touch before
news of his death had reached her. The fact that she had been
in a * nervous, hysterical  condition for some time, as stated by Mrs.
Musgrove, has no bearings; since it i1s the coincidence between the
apparition of the boy and his actual death which is the heart of the
matter, and nervousness and hysteria have not the smallest tendency
to explain that.

V. Apporition, combined with Tactual Impression and Con-
viction of being Levitated.

' Salt Lake City, July 6, 1916
Dr. J. H. Hysror, New York,

My Dear Dr. Hyslop: About two months ago my mother had
an unusual experience, While wide awake she was levitated about
18 inches and turned round. She was then shown a vision. A
beam of light proceeding from her cheek illuminated ber girlhood
home, and at the gate appeared her deceased brother’s face, very
distinct. She wrote me a full account shortly afterward, Would
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pink which in a certain light looked white. Data altogether
insufficient,

X. Real or Quast Impressions? Reported by M. L. Menden-
hall, a student of the University of Indiana, May 28, 1912, the
day of the event. While busily engaged in the library on a
history-report, he felt a pressure of a hand on his shoulder, and
heard his name hoarsely whispered twice. Immediately it seemed
to him that the voice was that of an old friend, * Bill ”, but then
he remembered that the latter had been dead three months.

XI1. Various Apparitions, Etc. Reported by Andrew von
Reichstadt, Greenford, O., Feb. 20, 1915, While his wife was
lying dead in the house, her spirit appeared to his daughter and
told her where she had hidden a sum of money, which was duly
found. Apgain, while at his work he saw two “ ladies ¥ in white
garments and forget-me-nots, and heard * Nearer My God to
Thee ™ sung. Later his daughter told him that this was sung at
the fuineral of one * Doreta ”” who died the same day that her aunt
did, about three weeks before. At another time, as he began to
dress in the morning he felt ill, and his mother and his two
former wives appeared to him, and his mother, holding the others
by the hands, gave him good counsel, to which they nodded.
At another time a phantom lady took him on a ride to * som
foran country” in a phantom automobile!

At the time of reporting, the narrator was 87 years old and it
would appear that the experiences were all within the last few
years.

XII. An Afternoon and Evening. Reported by Emily E. W.
of Indiana, Feb. 27, 1911, About an hour after her sister
Anna's funeral, she saw the sister in war-time costume, with
hoops, etc. In the evening she saw Anna and her husband, and
he also looked as he did when young. Then her brother Charley,
playing the mandolin, appeared, and she heard the music; after
which she saw and heard him tune a violin. Following this, an
older brother, Charles, appeared with his hand on Charley's
shoulder, and wearing a singular costume. After she went to
bed she saw Charley, and heard him say “ 1 play on the violin!”
the fact being that she had in his lifetime tried to see if Charley,



A Group of Compound Quosi-Sensory Experiences. 581

who was paralyzed so that he could not draw a violin-bow, could
not manage a mandolin. . She has seen and heard Anna since
then.

On the day of the numerous visions she was in an exhausted
state, and always has the last one who has died on her mind
intetisely.

XIHI. “ Old Book's Ghost V. Dr. Geo. A. Zeller of Peoria, an
alienist connected with the Ililinois Board of Administration, pub-
lished in the “ Institutional Quartely ” for January, 1917, a nar-
rative about a demented inmate of a named institution whe used
to mourn loudly at funerals, and at whose own funeral, after his
coffin had mysteriously lost its weight, he was seen by three
hundred nurses and others standing under the same elm which
he had been accustomed to use as a wailing-place, sobbing with,
might and main, while nurses shrieked and strong men grew pale.
Within a few weeks the elm died, and a man who tried to cut it
down fled because, he declared, he heard a sound issue from the
tree like a cry of pain.

There is no indication in the narrative that it was not intended
to be believed, yet inquiry of the savant elicited the following
frank reply:

DEaR S1v; ,

I occasionally let my imagination play a part in dilating upon
institutional experiences and am exceedingly sorty that in writing
* The Graveyard Elm,” I apparently became too positive. So many
inquiries have come to me that I have drawn up a stock letter, a copy
of which 1 enclose. .

I hape that you will pardon the latitude I have taken. Our
Institutional Quarterly is not strictly speaking a scientific publication
but a medium for the interchange of news between the institutions,
and T occasionally give Mr, Bowen an article out of the ordinary,
which, you will acknowledge, the particular effort was.

Very respectfully,
Geo. A, ZsLLER

The * stock letter ™ states that *“ We did have a patient who
wept at funerals and I remarked that there would be no one to
weep at his funeral, and out of this I wove a story.”
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INCIDENTS.

The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under
this head and no endorsement is implied, except that it is furnished by
an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless with-
held by his own request,

LOCAL ANXESTHESIA BY MENTAL SUGGESTION.

The following experiments were reported to Dr. Hodgson
by Professor G. T. W, Patrick, whom I personally knew at John
Hopkins University, and the record of them was turned over to
me with the general data of Dr. Hodgson after his death. It
will be apparent that Professor Patrick had been very sceptical
of the experiments by Gurney and sought here to dispute them,
but with the result of confirming them.—Editor.

STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA.

Towa City, Iowa, Dec. 29, 1888.
Mz, Ricuarp Hobeson, Sec. A, S. P. R, '
Dear Sm:

I have happened upon some curious results in hypnotism which
may be of interest to your committee on that subject, If there was
any part of the work of the Eng. Society about which I was more
skeptical than the rest, it was that contained in their second report
(Proceedings, Dec., 1883) relating to the production of anzsthesia
in the fingers by passes without contact. It does not harmonize with
any theory of hypnotism which seems to me rational. 1 chanced
however this week to try it on a very favorable subject and was
astonished at the result. The subject was my brother—sixteen years
old. 1 found at my first experiment with him that [he] being slightly
hypnotized by stroking his eyes, I could produce complete insensi-
bility in either hand by suggestion. I then tried simple stroking in
the normal state with the same result, Downward stroking pro-
duced insensibility and rigidity in two or three minutes; reverse
stroking instantly restored sensibility. This succeeded equally well

3
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with whole hand or single fingers, These results were commonplace
I suppose but it then occurred to me to try the passes, thinking I
might do something towards refuting the work of the Eng. Society.
The subject was carefully and doubly blindfolded with both hands
spread on table. I zelected a finger and made downward quiet
passes at a height of an inch or inch and a half, To my surprise
insensibility and rigidity occurred after two or three minutes, But
reverse passes failed to restore the finger without contact. I re-
péated the experiment with other fingers with same result. Dis-
continuing the passes I tried suggestion with the subject blindfolded
and in the normal state as in preceding experiment and found I
could produce anmsthesia and deadness in any finger by mere sug-
gestion. I thought it possible therefore that the currents of air
caused by the passes had made unconscious suggestion of the finger
operated on, altho' it seems difficult to believe that, 1 therefore
tried this experiment with a curious result. With subject blind-
folded and eyes also fived shut by suggestion, I made downward
passes over right hand with my left and at the same time upward
passes over left hand with my right, After about one minute sub-
ject said (in reference to inquiry} that he felt a queer feeling in
right hand. After two minutes said he felt queer feeling in his lefi
hand. After about 3 or 4 minutes complete insensibility ensued in
left hand. In this exp. I concluded (perhaps wrongly) that the
explanation was expectant attention, directed upon the left hand by
chance,
These experiments were tried at Lyon, la., Dec, 27 and 28.
Very truly yours,
G. T. W. PatRICK.

=3
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VISIONS OF THE DYING.
CLASS L,
By James H. Hvsror.

Early in the history of the Society (Jowrnal, Vol. I, pp.
45-35) we published a number of “ Visions of the Dying ”, and
the publication stimulated the reporting of a number of others,
some of which are here used, and others came to us later without
having any relation to the suggestions of the earlier paper. Some
of the present incidents are not corroborated as may be desired,
but they all come from inteiligent sources and deserve record, tho
we might wish for the sake of science that each case might stand
the critical test of record at the time of its occurrence. Taken
collectively the several incidents will have some interest. The
main point of the collection is the coincidence of the vision with
death or a time near to that event, Other details may be in-
sufficiently noted and recorded and may not be common charac-
teristics, but it is probable that the fact which establishes the co-
incidence may be protected by the collective nature of the reports.
The question that we have to contend with is the liabilities of
chance coincidence in the occurrence of such “ visions ™ or hal-
lucinations in the cnisis of death. We assume that in such a
critical change as death all sorts of hallucinations might occur,
and tho the sceptic gives no scientific proof of this he is immune
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in his a priori belief that they might occur and until we secure
cases that are distinctly evidential he can have his own way very
largely, Some evidential cases were mentioned in the previous
paper, and some incidents in the present instances are so relevant
psychologically that they are almost evidential. If we could ex-
periment with the right survivors in any instance and obtain con-
firmation through a psychic of the occurrence of such a vision it
would amount to proof of its supernormal character in the first
instance, where superficially it could not be regarded as evidential.
This was once done by Dr., Hodgson. [Cf. above reference.]
But if we could collect a large census of similar instances their
collective character might protect them against the suspicion ot
casual hallucination. All that we can do with the present cases is
to record them and wait for future instances to add to their
corroboration.

The first case has corrchoration, but there was no identifica-
tion of the person seen in the vision. The informant fully ap-
preciates the difficulty of considering it as veridical. The fact
that the deceased mother liked flowers and music, taken with what
we find in mediumistic experiments: namely, that deeply seated
interests often affect the psychic unconsciously when in contact
with the personality communicating, tends to support the belief
that the experience might possibly have significance.—Editor.

April 14th, 1907.

[ have another incident which may or may not have an interest
for you. A cousin of mine has just died, and a sister who watched
Ly his side the night previous to his death, said that all night he
spoke of the woman in white who stood beside the window and how
beautiful she was. Then he would say “ she is close by me now, by
my pillow, don’t you see her? and all the beautiful wings?’ He also
spoke to her continually of the wonderful music and the flowers, and
how he loved to hear and see them. All this I imagine would be
explained by the sceptics as delirium, and possibly it is not of suffi-
cient scientific value for you to disagree with them. However I am
sending it on, as you have asked for death-bed scenes of an unusual
or abnormal character; and it seems to me that this might come
undler this head.

L NI
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sceptic’s judgment both that there is no evidence for the belief
and that the believers in it have only a selfish interest in a future
life. Unfortunately this is too often true. In the present in-
stance we have the statement of another witness and tho it is not
as complete as desirable, because she had not appreciated the
value of the incident, the refusal of the mother to testify is a
negative confirmation of the facts—Editor.

Farragut, Ia., Feb. 4, 1907,

Dr. James H. Hysvop,
Dear Doctor:—

I am on the track of a very strange circumstance that happenerl
in the family of a cousin of mine living in Greeley, Colurado.

ft seems their child was dying and a very short time before death
told his mother that the teacher (public school teacher) was in the
room. 'The child's mind, so far as they could tell, was clear. The
strange part is that a very short time before, perhaps an hour or so,
the teacher had suddenly died. Her death was unlooked for and the
child knew nothing of it, and so far as I can learn none of those
with the child knew of teacher’s death. Would such a circumstance
properly vouched for be of any value? I find it very hard to per-
suade people to relate or tell about such things. This family above
mentioned are worthy people, the mother being for years a teacher
in the Greely Col. schools,

Inclosed find stamp and please let me know if such case properly
locked up would be worth the trouble.

Yours truly,

Box 29, Dr. H. L. CoLEMAN.
Dz. Jaues H. Hystop, Farragut, Iowa, March 25/07,
My Dear Sir:—

On other side of this paper I send you name and address of lady
whe was mother of child that saw teacher just before he (child)
died.

I have written several letters to relatives in order to have them
use their influence with her to give me all the facts in the case, but
so far without result. As the lady is my cousin, it might be she
would feel freer to write to you—a stranger—than to write me, tho’
I have not seen her for many years.
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She was-—so I understand—for a number of years in the high
school of her town and is a woman of some education and refine-
ment, but, like many others, thinks that psychic phenomena “ should
be let alone . Please be careful not to offend her, as she will know
1 sent her address to you, and 1 don’t want her ill will. Of course
regard all as strictly private unless she writes you otherwise.

Yours truly,
Dr. H. L. CoLEMAN.

1 wrote to Dr. Coleman asking him to make an effort to
secure the lady’'s statement of the facts, for obvious reasons, and
the following is his reply after making the attempt.—Editor.

Farragut, lowa, March 15/07.
Dx. James H. Hysvor,
My Dear Sir—

I am sorry to inform you that I have resorted to every means to
obtain from the mother of the child a full account of the vision, but
she absolutely refuses to give me any information. She belongs to
the class of people who regard such things as Psychical Research as
unholy and wrong, tho' in other matters she is a woman of educa-
tion and standing in society. She is strictly orthodox (a Methodist)
and oo influence myself or any of my friends can have on her will
in any way change her views. 1 feel sure the case was one of great
value. A cousin wio talked to her about the matter told me as fol-
iows: The day before the little boy died he and his mother and the
nurse were alone together in the room, ‘The child said his Sunday
school teacher was in the room with them, told how she was dressed,
ete. At the time this took place the teacher, who had suddenly died,
was lyving in her casket. The child had not been informed of her
death. The child talked to her much as one would talk to himself.
The boy was regarded as very bright and was highly regarded by his
Sunday school teacher, The child was about 8 or 10 years old. |
will take the liberty to send you part of the letter from one of the
cousins who has been trying to help me find out about the case. Part
of the letter is personal, which you will please pardon; as I can send
you nothing of value for the S. P. R, as it all came in too much
round about way, I will return the stamp you sent me. If later I
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that he knew well enough about the death of his mother might
discount the importance of her appearance. I do not believe that
the opiate is responsible for the form and contents of the vision,
tho it might have been the stimulus which instigated it. The form
and contents were probably due to the man’s religious habits of
thought and the approach of death helped to determine their mode
of manifestation. The appearance of the mother can have in-
terest only in connection with other cases less defective in evi-
dential material. —Editor.

THE DEATH OF CLIFFORD JENKS IN THE HOUSE OF
MERCY, PITTSFIELD, MASS,
October 19, 1906.

The age of Clifford Jenks was 20 years, and his death occurred
Oct. 19/06.

As pastor, I had visited him in the hospital, but was not present
at his death, For regarding his death as extraordinary, I have the
statements of his father, Mr. Frank Jenks, Mrs. Warren Beers, the
sister of Clifford, and others of the family, who were all with him
at his bedside when he passed away. BResides 1 have interviewed
the nurse, who was also present, and her recollection of it accords
exactly with the account given by the members of the famliy I have
mentioned, My visit just a few hours before found him calm, con-
fident and perfectly sane, He was a young man of fine record and
character. 1 must not omit saying that he had just undergone an
operation for appendicitis, and died a few days after. His own
mother was not living. At the time of his death he gave every evi-
dence of being perfectly sane, and was not under the influence of any
opiate, or of anzsthetics, He said, “ O, the glorious, beautifu] place
to which 1 am going! Words can never describe it!” Putting his
arms about the neck of his brother Leon, he said, * O, Leon, how
wish 1 could take you all with me. He then singled them out and
talked with each one personally, telling them of the wonderful vision
he was beholding. He then began talking with his departed mother,
Hearing him address his mother, the present Mrs. Jenks came to the
bedside and said, * Yes, Clifford, mother is here "—and he said, “ Q,
it is my own mother who is with me.” Then addressing his father,
and all about his bedside, personally, with joy on his face shining
forth, told them of the marvelous and glorious home to which he
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was going, that nothing could induce him to stay, he began a joyful
song, and sang until his failing strength caused him to cease. “Q,
my Saviour!” said he, * What a glortous Saviour is mine.” And
thus it continued till the last breath was drawn., He died with his
arms ahout his brother’s neck, calling him lovingly by name, his last
words two minutes before his last being, “ O, Leon, Leon, Leon ",
The death scene of this dear young man cannot be told in words.
There was nothing in his case in the way of opiate or anasthetics,
50 they all say, and nothing to indicate anything but his being in a
perfectly sane and rational condition of mind, during every moment
of this wonderful hour.
J. W. Tuaowesox,
Pastor M. E. Church.

Cheshire, Mass., Jan. 19, 1907,

Cheshire, Mass., Oct. 26, 1906,
DEAR AUNT SARAH —

It ts with 2 sad heart that I write you today to let you know the
particulars of the death of our dear boy, I know that you anxionsly
await them. He came home from the office October 2nd, staid at
home the balance of the week. He saw the doctor, who said * he
had symptoms of appendicitis or typhoid fever ”." He got better and
went back to work Monday, Oct, 8th; worked until Thursday even-
ing ; came home ; grew worse, and Sunday at 11 a. m. was operated
on for appendicitis at the House of Mercy in Pittsfield. He seemed
to hold his own or a little better until Wednesday moming, when he
began to fail, and died Fridav at 5:30 p. m. He suffered untold
agony and grew so thin that you would hardly know him, 1 wish
you could have been at his bedside and witnessed his last hours on
earth. I cannot describe that scene to you in all its grandeur. About
4 o'clock, or an hour and a half before he died. he began to say * I'm
going home”, Then he closed his eyes and after a little opened
them and said, ** Where have 1 been? Oh; I will tell you ", said he,
as though he had been to the other world and allowed to come back
for a brief time to make his report te us, who stood around his
bedside, T will tell you, I've been billions and billions of miles away
to a Happy Land. Oh! how glorious! I can’t describe #t and I'm
going back there, teo. Oh! I'm so happy! 1 never was so happy in
all my life! 1 never felt so good; my mother calls me, she wants me
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one, John, being absent. 'When the six of us were arranged around
the sides of his bed, a deep silence prevailed ; he looked first at the
one standing on his left and then successively pausing at each till his
eyes rested on the one at his right. In his, feeble voice he then said,
“ Let us pray: Our Father,—‘er'—er’—er'—'er’”. (Then in
a deep toneg, almost unearthly and sepulchral, as one might say, with
a voice that filled the room with vibration, there came from his lips
these words): * 1 am transmuted ; mortals, mortals, open the win-
dows, open the windows and let me go.”

Around his bedside still stood the six children, Maria, Caroline,
Agnes, Anna, Washington and myself. Deep silence still pervaded
the room, I slipped to the window and raised the sash. His spirit
passed from its mortal frame and all present felt that he was at
peace. So, on the 14th day of February, 1866, died James B. Mur-
ray, nty father, at his residence, 13 Washington Place, New York.
His remains were taken to Greenfield Hill, Connecticut, where they
were buried by the side of his late wife in the family vault of her
father.

I related this singular occurrence to my father’s spiritual adviser
on the occaston of his next visit; and thereafter for more than forty
years in private and in public I have repeated these remarkable ut-
terances, never doubting that they had been heard by all present at
his death, as they had been by myself. 1 do not think I ever referred
to them in the presence of my brothers or sisters. But now 1 am
told that one of these sisters, still living, declares she did nat hear
them and is very sure they were not uttered. The only other witness
still living is confined to her room by old age and is reported as say-
ing: "1 remember something being said about opening the window.”

Here is presented to my mind a curious question—was 1 really
the ouly hearer? If so, why? Were they for any cause audible to
me, while inaudible to others? Were some of those present so ab-
sorbed in the circumstance that their father was dying, that the mind
failed to take in the words which their ears received? Again, if the
words were uttered—and I solemnly assert they were—did they pro-
ceed from the mind and mouth of my father, or were they uttered
by some unseen messenger sent to attend the arrival of a newcomer
into that abiding place to which we are all destined ?

It seems singular to me that a father, in speaking to his children,
should address them as “ mortals ” and not as “ my children™. It
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away a few years ago; and I regret that she did not leave a writlen
statement of the incident,

* Sissy " was the pet name by which a sister of Mrs. Weymouth
was generally called, while in the flesh. Her real name was Jose-
phine Blodgett, and she departed this life in July, 1853, at Somer-
ville, Mass.

Sincerely yours,
A. P. WeyMOUTH.

The following incident s reported to us by a lady who knew
the facts and vouches for their truth as published in the paper
from which she takes the accoumt, and the story must tel)
itself.—Editor.

Bonaparte, LIowa, May 17th, 1905.
Pror. James H. Hyswor,
Dear Sir—

I enclose an article taken from the local paper that I thought
might be of interest.

It is not one of the * good little Lucy ™ scenes that are sometimes
written for effect. Part of the incident is not described. The dying
girl recognized and conversed with the children she had known
before their death, At the time she predicted her own death and
selected the hymms she was in perfect health,

[ am intimately acquainted with the family and know them to be
of the highest integrity, If the incident is of any value to the Society
for Psychical Research, I will request the * Aunt Rose " mentioned
in the article to describe it fully, and I will send it to you.

Respectfully yours,
CarHERINE FI1C1L

RUBY E. SCHMIDT.

Miss Ruby E., the eldest child of Wm. F. Schmidt and wife, was
born in Bonaparte, Feb. 11, 1891, and died April 12, 1905, in the
home of her birth, never having lived in any other. She lived just
fourteen years, two months, and cne day.

She was ill about two weeks with rheumatic fever and heart
complications resulting in death. She seems to have had premoni-
tions of death, having while yet in attendance at school selected the
hymns * Meet Me at the Portal,” " Beckoning Hands,” “ Somewhere

. iQii
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519 West 149th St, New York,
May 2nd, 1905.

I am personally acquainted with Mr, W. J. Shedwick and have
met Mr. Janies Shedwick, who was the witness of the incident that
is here recorded. Both are reliable witnesses for such an incident.
Neither of them is a spiritualist. Mr., W. J. Shedwick’s testimony
15 second hand, as he was not present at the death of his mother.

The incident, with many thousands of a like kind, would repre-
sent an interesting borderline phenomenon after evidence of a tran-
scendental world had been obtained.

Jamzs H. Hysiop,

The following incidents explain themselves and one of them
is especially interesting because it is associated with a death vision,
by the lady herself, of the same personality that had appeared as
a warning of the death of others. That is, we have an ordinary
apparition premonitory of the death of others and also of the
subject herself when she died, giving a double interest to the facts
and showing that the two types must have the same explana-
tion.—Editor.

Milwaukee, Wis., March 18th, 1907,
Dr, james H. Hyswoe,
Dear Sir—

In the January number of the Jfournmal of the Society for
Psychical Research I notice that you ask for a variety of incidents
bearing on the visions of the dying. While the experience which 1
send you may not be of much value alone, with others of its kind it
may be evidential.

" My mother used to say that whenever there was about to occur
the death of a friend or relative, she saw her own mother standing
beside her and looking at her. The first time that I knew of this
vision of hers was when I was a girl of about 12, My mother's most
mtimate friend, outside her own family, was dangerously tll. In the
evening mother came from the friend's house and coming inte my
roomt got into bed with me, When I awoke in the morning mother
was sitting on the edge of the bed in a brown study. 1 spoke to her
and she roused herself and said: “1 fear Mrs. F. is no more .
I asked her why she said that and she replied : ** Mother appeared to

..)i



618  Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research.

me just now ., Then she explained her belief that grandmother
always appeared to her before the death of anyone she loved, and
added: “ As | opened my eyes this morning, lying there beside you,
I saw mother standing looking over the foot-board of the bed at me,
very intently ”,

In less than an hour my aunt came up from Mrs. F.'s to say that
she had passed away early in the moming.

1 do not distinctly recall any other instance of this hallucination
of hers until the morning before her own death, about fifteen years
later. She had had an attack of pneumonia, but the doctor had said
that she was better and I was feeling much easier about her. T was
taking care oi her alone that night. About four in the morning,
when I went up to the bed to give her medicine or stimulant—I have
forgotten which——she aroused from a light slumber, looked up at me
very keenly and said: “ Mother has just been with me ”. The sig-
nificance of it flashed over me at once and I could hardly control
myself enough to give her the medicine I had in my hand. 1 went
into the other room at once to call father to go for the doctor.
Before he could arrive she had sunk into a stupor, and passed away
in a few hours. Those were the last conscious words, or rather 1
should say intelligible words that she ever spoke to me. They were
spoken in as clear and distinct a voice as she ever used,

She died of heart failure, a reaction from pneumonia. My
grandmother died a month before 1 was born,

Another incident that I have only by hearsay was this: My
mother told me that her father, on his death-bed, and when they
thought he was just about gone, suddenly raised a little from his
pillow, opened his eyes wide and called out in a glad, clear tone:
“ Why, Dada!" This was the name of his wife's brother with whom,
as a young man, he had been very intimate, and who had been dead
for many years.

None of my mother’s own brothers and sisters are now living to
verify this incident.

Yours truly,
Ipa M. STREET.

Gail Hamilton, in her little book which she called *“ X Rays ™
gives two instances of such visions which are particularly interest-
ing, one of them because it is not so distinctly premonitory of
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death as the popular belief supposes. It will be proper to remark
that many people think that an apparition of the dead by an appar-
ently dying person is a sure sign of death. This is not always
true, but it is always true that the person is very near death and
as death so often follows such a condition the coincidence easily
gives rise to the belief. Gail Hamilton got the story from a lady
who knew the facts. The case resembles that of Daisy Dryden
which we recently published. —Editor,

A Little lad, robust, fun-loving, free, until he was eight years old,
began then to fail in body and to mature in mind, until his spiritual
nature seemed to have absorbed mental and physical, in development
for another world. One evening, as it began to draw toward the
first day of the week, half sitting, half lying in his great easy chair,
he said to his eldest sister, who was watching by him. “ I think this
is the last night 1 shall spend with you." He spoke in perfectly calm
and ordinary tone. His sister fearing that he was dying, called in
her mother but continued to stand over him and pressed her hand
upont his brow. He immediately reached up his hand as tho in
trouble, saying,  Don't put your hand there H—, I don't see out of
my eyes as you do. You've got your hand where my sight comes
in;" then lying back with closed eyes, laboring hard for breath, he
suddenly exclaimed, * Oh, what a beautiful sight! See those little
angels.” “ What are they doing?” asked his sister. “Oh they
have hold of hands, and wreaths on their heads, and they are dancing
in a circle around me, Oh, how happy they look and they are
whispering to each other. One of them says I have been a good
fittle boy and they would like to have me come with them.” He lay
still awhile and then seeming delighted exclaimed, * See there come
some older angels two at one end and two at the other.” “Do
you know any of them? * Yes, Uncle E. (who died about six
months before) but there are a whole row of older ones now standing
hehind the little ones.”" * Do they say anything to you?” “ Yes, but
I can't tell you as they tell me, for they sing it beautifully, We can’t
sing s0.”"  “ Can’t you tell what they say?' * Keep still, don’t talk,
and I will fisten and tell you. They say, ‘ Come little J. and be
happy with us.” Grandma is speaking now. She says I'm a good
little boy and if I come now she will take care of me. Uncle E. is
speaking now and he says, ‘ Write and tell them I am happy.” He
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says if I do not get better I shall come and be with him, in a world
of love and joy. Oh, this is Sally (his mother's sister who died in
her youth before his mother’s marriage.) She says T have a good
mother, but if I don't stay with my mother, 1 shall go and be happy
with aunt Sally, and she will be like a sister to me.” He looked
around the room and inquired how many were present; being told,
he said, “ There is one wanting, my dear father.” He was told that
his father should be immediately sent for. After this he asked if
we should knore when he was dead. He felt that he was falling
asleep. On being assured that we should know, he remained as if
going to sleep for some moments, Then brightening up and in a
stronger voice, ' 1 guess I shall live longer; I don't think I shall die
now ; the angels said, if I did not get better, I should come and be
with them, and the angels are leaving me.” In a few moments he
said, “ They are all gone.”

The significant incidents of these experiences are the appear-
ance of the Uncle and the aunt Sally. The latter had been dead
more than thirty years and the boy only 9 years old had never
known anything about her. When he mentioned her he had said
she was his mother’s sister and when asked how he knew he said
she had told him this when she gave the name of Sally. There
were many other experiences resembling those of Daisy Dryden.
He lingered for three mionths, when he died. The following
was the experience of his brother who was in FEurope at the time
of the boy's death:

At the time of the ittle boy’s death, au older brother was abroad
and failed 1o receive the tidings sent him. In a letter written three
weeks afterwards he wrote: 1 should feel anxious about J. were it
not that I am sure from certain causes, that he is better.,” On the
same day, after mailing this letter, he received the information of his
little brother’s death. He immediately wrote again: “I say J. has
told me he is happy. I wrote in my other letter that T was not
anxious about him, for certain causes; but I was almost ashamed to
give those causes. It was but a misinterpretation of my dreams,
or rather, my conversation with him, that caused me to attribute
his comfort to this world. I had framed in my mind the following
to write in that letter, bui thought I would not: “ I know J. is happy
and free from pain, whether in this world or any other; for he has
told me he 1s happy!” He then gave a description of a dream or
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very calm and apparently free from pain. Altho her throat was so
choked up with diphtheritic membrane that her voice was very thick,
and it required close attention to catch all of her words, her mind
seemed unusually clear and rational.

* She knew she was passing away, and was telling our mother
how to dispose of her little personal belongings among her close
friends and playmates, when she suddenly raised her eyes as the
gazing at the ceiling toward the farther side of the room, and after
looking steadily and apparently histening for a short time, slightly
bowed her head, and said: ‘ Yes, grandma, I am coming, only wait
just a little while, please.’ Our father asked her,  Hattie, do you
sce your grandma? BSeemingly surprised at the guestion she
promptly answered, * Yes, papa, can't you see her? Bhe is right
there waiting for me.’ At the same time she pointed toward the
ceiling in the direction in which she had been gazing. Again ad-
dressing the vision she evidently had of her grandmother, she
scowled a little impatiently and said, * Yes, grandma, I'm coming.
but wait a minute, please.” She then turned once more to her mother,
and finished telling her what of her personal treasures to give to
different ones of her acquaintances. At last giving her attention
once more to her grandma, who was apparently urging her to come
at once, she bade each of us good-bye. Her voice was very feeble
and faint, but the fook in her eyes as she glanced briefly at each cne
of ns was as lifelike and intelligent as it could be. She then hAxed
her eyes steadily on her vision but so faintly that we could but just
catch her words, said, ‘' Yes, grandma, I'm coming new.’ Then
without a struggle or evidence of pain of any kind she gazed steadily
in the direction she had pointed out to us where she saw her
grandma, until the absence of oxygen in her blood stream, because
respiration had ceased, left her hands and face all covered with the
pallor of lifeless flesh.

* She was so clear-headed, so positive of the vision and presence
of her grandma, with whom she talked so naturally, so surprised
that the rest of us could not see grandma, the alternation of her at-
tention and conversation between her grandma and father amd
mother were so distinctly photographed upon the camera of my
brain that I have never sinice been able to question the evidence of
the continuance of distinct recognizabie life after death. Her grand-
mother had died a few years previously, and before that she and
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grandma had always been such close friends, and the recognition of
each other as Hattie left her body to join her dearly beloved grandma
in the realms beyond the vision of our physical eyes was so unques-
tionable and complete in every detail that it seems impossible to ac-
count for the remarkable event on any theory except that her
grandma was alive and so completely like herself while on earth that
Hattie’s recognition of her was instantaneous and unquestionable, a
real genuine experience.”

The present instance is a transitional one to the second class
of visions. It might, indeed, have been put into that class, as the
vision of Christ so closely allies it with hallucinations presumably
caused by religious beliefs. But, for the reason that in type it
resembles those which may be veridical and represents a single
form in the apparition, I allow it to stand at the end of the first
class on the borderland of the second type, and it may be regarded
as like the sea-anemone which can be put into either the animal or
the vegetable kingdom. If it be animal it is because it shows an
albuminous structure, and if it be vegetable it is because it is not
mobile. Hence the present instance of apparition may be treated
as of either type or as belonging to both at the same time, with
the settlement of the question depending on the probabilities after
a sufficiently large census of such phenomena has been taken to
determine the probabilities one way or the other.

It is not necessary to suppose that the veridical nature of it
depends on the fact or probability that it really represents the
appearance of Christ. It might be veridical altho it be caused by
some one else than the personality represented. [t might be a
symbolic experience and not the product of the personality ap-
parent, ‘That is one of the interests in the case and the same fact
may be noted in the next case. The ground of this has been indi-
cated i mediumistic experiments, to which I have called attention
in the discussion of Mrs, Sidgwick's Report. Cf. Journal Am.
S. P. R, Vol. X1, pp 47-G9. 1t is the appearance of Christ that
excites scepticism, because {1} ancient personalities generally do
not so appear, and (2) the religious interest is so strong and so
common as to create a doubt about veridicity. But the moment
that we are forced to admit that the vision may be symbolic and
may be caused by any other personality, we eliminate the usual
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objection and have to await what investigation may prove as te
symbolic phenomena in this field —Editor.

DYING GIRL SEES THE REDEEMER.
Chicago, Il

My grandmother was considered a very sympathetic friend and
neighbor; if illness or trouble were in a family they would send for
her from all the countryside. .

She once told me this story. It happened one bright spring day
some years ago. Having been there at the time, she vouched for the
incident.

A young girl lay dying of consumption. She had not been delir-
ious but very weak, and lay back upon the pillow languidly.

Grandmother, her own mother and a friend stood near, thinking
every breath would be her last.

Suddenly the girl raised up in bed with startling energy. A look
of surprise and wonder crossed her face; stretching out one hand
and pointing to a certain place, she exclaimed with labored breathing
*1 see— I see—",

“ What do you see, darling # her mother asked, bending close.

“1 see Jesus—He is coming." Instantly she fell back upon the
pillow, dead,

Grandma and the other friends could see nothing where she had
pointed, but they were convinced that the dying girl saw the Saviour
as plainly as did the disciples on the sea of Galilee.

Frances KeLLey.

CLASS IL

The following cases are of another type. They are not
strictly * visions of the dying”, but only because the persons
fnally recovered after being very near death. In one case the
person was actually taken for dead. They, too, may be called
borderland cases. Only one of them, the second, contains pos-
sible supernormal information. In this one the lady saw her own
body and a table which she had never seen before, according to
her testimony. They may all be veridical in their nature, but they
lack distinct proof of this and must pass as unusual experiences
in the crisis which might have terminated in death. The only

NI
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way to prove their veridicity would be to try cross reference with
a psychic and this method has been forbidden us, so to speak, by
the lack of means to carry on such experiments. But lying on
the borderline of provably supernormal phenomena, they are in-
teresting as evemts which might prove to be veridical without
being taken for what they superficially appear to be. The third
case repeats an apparition of Christ which allies it to the last one
in class one and suggest symbolic meaning whether we regard
it as subjective or veridical. But all of them, whether provably
veridical or not, represent a type which should be on record and
their very guantity in the end might suggest a character that
further and experimental study might prove to be significant.
The usual difficalty with such experiences is that we are apt to
take them as testimony to realities which we cannot help doubt-
ing. 1t is the chuice between reality and subjective hallucination
that forces most peaple to doubt their meaning for the transcen-
dental. It is easier to helieve that such experiences are pure hal-
lucinations than to accept them as indicating the reality apparent
in them, espectally as the physical conditions are such as to sug-
gest the liability to hallucinations. DBut the peculiar character and
occasion of their occurrence compared with the general absence
of provable delirium at death keeps a possible meaning before the
mind and if we can be brought to suppose that they might be
veridical hallucinations, it would remain enly to contrive methods
of investigation and experiment that would decide this guestion.
Once determined, they might have great significance and have all
the meaning of the reality often supposed in connection with
them. They may illustrate an important mental process in the
spiritual world.— Editor.

THE BaPTIST ARGUS
EntToRIAL DEPARTMENT
529 Third Ave., Louisville, Mar. 25th, 1908
Dr. Hysrop:—

Ask Rev, W, C, James, Ph.D., Richmond, Va,, to tell you of
some music which came to him when a boy, He is an unusual spirit
and will take interest in your work. You might enclose this note.

Very respy.,
J. A. PResTRIDGE.
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HoME Mission Boarp
OF THE
SouTHERN Baprist CONVENTION,

714 Austell Building, Atlanta, Ga., March 31, 1908.
Dr. James Hvsvop,
Deor Brother —

I received your favor of March 28th. I do not know to what
incident Dr. Prestridge refers, but I am sending you under separate
cover a copy of Our Home Field, which contains a statement of a
recent experience related by Dr. N. R. Townsend, of Arkadelphia,
Ark, Dr. Townsend is a thoroughly reliable Christian gentleman,

1 bave also for publication a statement made by Dr. E. W. Bar-
nett, of Carthage, Miss, of an experience which he had with his
brother some years ago. Several things similar to this have in the
course of my ministry come under my observation. It may be that
I related some other to Dr. Prestridge, or perhaps he read Dr.
Townsend's article and refers to it.

Yours fraternally,
J. F. Love,

Asst. Cor. Secretary.

Carthage, R. F. D. No. 1, Miss., April 9th, 1908,

Dr. James H. Hysvop,
My Dear Sir—

Yours of the 3rd making inquiry in regard to 2 communication
I had written Mr. J. F. Love is before me. 1 am unable to give you
much information on the subject. It was in the spring of 1880, I
think. My brother, who was a boy of about 15 years old, had an
attack of pneumonia and the attending Dr. (whe is now dead) told
me and the other members of the family that he could not get well,
and that on a certain night, after he had been sick for about ten days,
that he thought my brother would die. My brother had been un-
conscious for two or three days, so on that night that the Dr. was
expecting him to die, one of our neighbors and myself kept watch
by his bedside. He had not spoken or showed any sign of life for
more than 24 hours—and at midnight he roused up and opened his
eves and asked us to listen to that sweet music—he repeated it sev-
eral times, saying it was the prettiest music he ever heard and asked
us if we did not hear it. Our neighbor said to me that he was dying

;r)i.‘
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and I thought so too. Qur neighbor said to my brother, calling him
by name, “ Arden, you are going to a world worth ten thousand such
worlds as this”. After he had spoken several times about hearing
the sweet music, he went to sleep and when he awoke he was much
better and continued to improve until he got well—he is living today
—but he has never remembered anything about what he said to us
that night. 1 believe he heard the music {rom the look that was on
his face. This is all I can tell you about the circumstance, The
other party that was with me at the time is still living, but I do not
know his P. O, His name is J. M. Hoyne and I think his postoffice
address is Philadelphia, Neshoba Co., Miss. Any other assistance
I can render you will be cheerfully given.
Yours respect.,
E. W. BARNETT.

New Smyrna, Fla., Jan. 19, 1909.
Pror. JaMEs,
Dear Sir:—

Seven years ago in the Castle grounds at Marburg an old student
of yours, during conversation, remarked, “I don't want to die, I
want to be alive ”. I locked at him in amazement (he was studying
theology) and replied : ** Why, don't you know that you are far more
alive when you are dead than you are now ?” and related to him the
following incident in my life.

At the close he said, * That cught to be on record ; you ought to
write that to Prof. James, of Harvard.”

Only the fear that the letter would be an intrusion, or the con-
tents of no interest to you has prevented my doing so. WMr. L
is Professor of Psychology in Mich. 8, N. College, and I think no
one would guestion my word, although I am well aware that most
people would smile at the following story—probably think 1
dreamed it; perhaps I did—only, I myself, cannot understand that
explanation,

I must tell you first how very ill I was in one of our largest hos-
pitals. I remembered afterward that for a day or two I had for-
gotten that my only child and hushand ever were in existence. But
to my mind no thought of death came. It was as if I had never
heard of death. For the first few days I was always thinking, * [
will he better tomorrow ", Then I was not so sure it would be * to-
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foot of the bed. Then I was conscious of size, (this sounds ridicu-
lous, but I am simply tefling you the experience) about as large as
my head, then instantly, rising, [ was myself. Poised in the air at
the foot of the bed. And yet seeing myself lying upon the bed. If
you were to look up this instant and see yourself sitting in the chair
opposite, and yet you krow you are in your present position, can you
imagine vour amazement? Knowing both things are true,

Neither can I tell you mine, when 1 saw myself Iying so white and
still, and that stillness filled me with awe unspeakable. [ saw my Dr.
standing by the bed, his hand on my pulse, and I knew, intuitively,
that at that moment there was nothing else on earth to him, but
watching for the next pulsation. Beyond the Dr. there was a dark
shadow, taller than the Dr. 1 always wondered who that was, as
everyone else I saw just the same as I see people now, I tumed, and
against the wall was a table. T had the impression of something
white in it. I say " in it " becanse there was a rim around the table.

It was like an inverted box cover, and I had never seen or heard
of such a table before; there were three nurses bending over it. One
at either side and one in {ront. 1 thought, * They are working with
the rapidity of lightning obeying the Dr.'s orders.” *

As you walk along the street in autumn deep in thought, dead
leaves drift by you. You are conscious of them, but they are of no
importance. So I was conscious of the above, but what was so per-
factly wonderful was this knowledge, * Why, 1 can go up to these
girls, I can put my arms around them, I can lay my head upon their
shoulders, and they won't know it

Then I turned and passed out of the room as a cloud appears to
us to move. There was no other motion or exertion. I passed
through the empty hall and on down the broad front steps. ‘The
streets were bright as day, but empty. And then T was filled with
the most ineffable bliss—those words express nothing. There are
no words known to man in which to tell you. Une could have all
the wealth and fame and honor, all the love and joy of earth, never
knowing a sorrow, or pain. and still they would have absolutety not
the faintest knowledge of the joy, happiness, perfect blessedness,
that I that instant knew. There are no words with which to tell.
Ewvcrything was absolutely perfect in this world, everywhere, T have
only one child left me, yet at that instant, or if 1 could always be in
that condition of mind, what you will, there is ntot one thing that
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could come to her in life that could gricee me, because nothing could
come that would not be perfect for her. Tt was as if the whole world
were in the hands of infinite love, and infinite wisdom. There was
nothing wrong, Fverything was perfect for every creature, and of
the joy of that perfect knowledge, of the perfect guidance for every-
one, I can tell you nothing. Really, I feel as if 1 had been trying ta
write a sermon, and yet 1 have not given you a glimpse of the truth.

That was all. I lost consciousness there, I cannot explain. [
cannot tell what to think, If a dream, what about the table with a
top ltke an inverted box cover?

! was so weak when I left the hospital and could not have talked
with strangers anyway about such an experience—that I asked no
questions, but I always knew that sometime [ should return to the
city, to find out if there were really such tables in existence. Three
years later a nurse from that hospital had a case in the home of a
friend of mine. I called, described the size of table and top, and
asked " Are there such tables made, and do you use them in your
hospital #*  She looked at me curiously and slowly replied, “ Yes, we
Jave such tables, to liold appliances, to wheel in and out of rooms in
cases of emergency.” To e the memory of these things is a won-
derful comfort.

I hope I have not troubled you unduly by writing what you will
possibly consider nothing but hallucinations.

I am very sincerely,
Mes. 5. B. L—.

New York, March 22. 1909,
12r. CARSTENS,
My Dear Sir.—

A Mrs. L——, who seems to have had an operation at Harper
Hospital, in Detroit, in 1898, writes mie of some of her experiences
while she was unconscious. As you are said to have been the
physician on the occasion I should be pleased to know if you can
recall anything interesting or striking abont her case. It seems that
she was very difficult to bring hack to consciousness. 1 should be
glad to have from you any statement that would serve to corroborate
her story, as she remembers it.

Very sincerely,
Jamngs H. Hystor.

AT



Visians of the Dying. 633

620 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich., March 24, 1909,
Dr. Jaues H. Hysvop, Secretary,
Dear Doctor:—

In answer to your letter will say that Mrs. 5. B, L—— was oper-
ated upon by me July 13, 1897, for laceration of the cervix. She
was a very nervous, hysterical patient and we thought the trouble
might be caused by the scar tissue, as it so often is.

During the operation, however, I detected an enlargement of the
ovary, a tumor, but did not feel justified to remove it without her
knowledge and consent. She improved some and returned home to
Lansing and her family physician, Dr. Campbell, took care of her.
Her nervous symptoms again became worse and she returned to me.
I operated August 17, IR98, removing the left ovary. Nothing
special occurred during the operation or recovery, nor when under
the anzesthetic, or when bringing her to.  She would not know it even
if it was so. But she was a very hysterical patient, simple hysteria
as we find in so many. It took hard work to make her get up and
be about. She always claimed she could not, She had all kinds of
symptoms, as such cases always have.

She finally returned home and I have not heard from ber for ten
years until T received your letter, Looking up the records I recall
the case very well. There is nothing special about her case, but like
plenty others, with what we call hysterical, a little weak mentally,
that is, lack of will power or something else that makes up an evenly
balanced mind.

Hoping this will help you, I remain,

Yours truly,
J. H. Cagrsrens.

Union Theological Seminary, New Yark City,
Librarian’s Office, March 26, 1907,
ProrEssor James H. HysLop,
My Dear Siri—

In the winter of 1901-02 Mrs. L——, of Ypsilanti, was in Mar-
burg, Germany, and told me some story of an experience of psycho
logical interest. I did not record it, nor can I remember what it was.
Doubtless I told her to send it to Professor James, under whom I
once studied a little psychology and cosmology.

Mrs. L—— impressed me as a level-headed woman, and I should

3
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not discount her experiences unduly, Too bad the record is not con-
temporaneous with the facts.
Very truly yours,
WM. WALKER RoCKwWELL,

New Smyrna, Fla., Jan. 30, 1909.
Pror, J. H. Hystop,
Dear Sty —

Prof. James writes me that he has forwarded my letter to you
and you may think best to publish parts of it.

If it makes no difference I would rather you did not give my
name on account of the notoriety it would cause m Mich., where,
through Mr. L——'s work, we are everywhere known.

It is very strange. Ever since T remembered that experience ]
have known that, if we could ouly be in the faintest degree in the
same condition of happiness 1 was in before I lost conscionsness,
death would only bring the greatest joy, instead of the deepest grief
to those who are left. It seemed to me then that one must clap their
hands and sing for joy continually to think their loved ones had gone
to thot life, In no way conld they possibly express their gladness.
And I know by experience of what I speak.

Very truly,
Mgs. 8. B. L—.

New Smyma, Fla., Mar. 16, 1909.
Dr, James H. Hysrore,
Dear Sir.—

The student of Prof. James was W. W. Rockwell. Two or three
years ago he was Prof, or Assistant Prof. of Church History at
Andover—I think—at least it was a Theological College in Mass. of
which there was talk of moving it to Cambridge and incorporating
it with Harvard. If the above does not find him I can get his ad-
dress through his cousin, with whom my daughter was acquainted
at Mt, Holyoke,

I was at Harper Hospital, Detroit, Mich., first or second week of
Aug., 1898, Dr, Carstens, Woodward Ave., Detroit, also head of
Harper, was physician.

I do not remember name of nurse, but the records would prob-
ably show,

A
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The lady at head of Training School for nurses was Mrs. Gret-
ter, still of Detroit, but not now connected with Harper.

I think the same address would reach her, however; or 1 can get
it after I reach home. Whether those people will remember me after
50 many years, when they have so many patients, I do not know.
Mrs, Gretter might. [ shall never forget how impressively she
spoke to me those two different days, when 1 was still too weak to
talk. I have never seen anyone from Harper since I left there, ex-
cept that one nurse whom 1 asked about the table, and she was a
stranger to me.

I saw the Dr. and the three nurses by the table, just the same as
I should see you, if you were here now, But, question 4: “ Who
was it that was standing by the Dr.

If you were in a dimly lighted room and could go behind the door
and cut out a form from the deeper shadow, then place it in a
brightly lighted room, that was what I saw.

It was a head or more taller than the Dr., who is a very short
man. When T first remembered this experience, that dark shadow,
(I very much dislike the word, but no other seems applicable) was
someone interested in me, standing there in that dark undefined
form, watching me upon the bed; and as I wrote before, I was al-
ways wondering who it could be. My first thought was of my
physician from home. But then I knew he was larger than that
form, that he was not in the city at that time, and that if he had
been there he would have looked as he was, the same as the Dr.
and the nurses, '

I cannot explain it, but even today 1 can no more put away the
knowledge, or memory, of that being an actual somebody, let us say,
than 1 can put away the memory of any friend of the past and say,
" There never was any such person ”,

I was only conscious where 1 was at the foot of the bed, poised,
as one may say, in the air, my form about a foot from the floor, and
I was just as conscious of being myself as 1 am conscious of being
myself here now writing to you,

I was looking at my body just as I would look at the body of a
stranger today, only my body and myself, if I may so speak, had
been one for over forty years, and to instantly ksow yourself to be
in one place, and to see what you had recognized so long as yourself,
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lying white and still in another place, gives one an unthinkable shock
of wonder and amazement.

In writing this I comfort myself with the thought that it is merely
the record of a remembered something, otherwise you would surely
think me not in my right mind.

Do you think it could have been a dream? Could things we could
never imagine in our waking hours come to us in dreams; things we
have never known ? the table, for instance.

Very truly,
Mgs. 8. B. L—.

Charlotte, N. C,, Jan. 22, 1907.
Mge. James H. Hysvop,
Dear Sir—

In reply to your letter I must say [ have no first hand knowledge
of the death-bed vision. But I have several times heard my mother
{who has just died) tell of the following :—

My sister, fourteen years of age, died of diphtheria. She suf-
fered greatly until some time before her death (several hours, I be-
lieve), but was conscious to the last,

Our younger brother, 3 child of three, had died five days before,
of the same disease. Just before her death my sister suddenly ex-
claimed, ™ See all of the angels!?” On being asked where, she said
the room was filled with them, and then pointing, she said, * And
there is Sanford!” (the dead brother). I believe she knew he had
died. Soon she said, * Hear them singing—how beautiful!” and
died at once without any struggle,

1 believe no one present saw anything. My mother heard a
sound which scemed to her like that of moving wings. My mother
was an educated woman, not superstitious but exceedingly devout,
She never laid stress on the sound she heard, but believed most posi-
tively that her child saw both the " angels " and her brother.

I think my sister said she saw Jesus just Lefore exclaiming
* How beautiful ”, but of this I am nat positive.

My father and mother tell the same story. My father, mother,
and others were in the room at the time.

A few days before either death, my mother, stepping out of
doors, saw by the light of a full moon, ift a vacant snow-covered lot,
what she supposed was a friend ; but what proved on subsequent in-
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vestigation not to have been. In fact the " vision” disappeared
before a person could have passed out of sight, and the surface of
the snow had no impress whatever upon it. My mother recognized
the occurrence as an hallucination, realizing her own physical and
emotional condition. I never knew her try to offer any explanation
for it, religious or otherwise,

I am a Harvard graduate, a student of psychology, and have
things to publish later along this line. I have no reason to doubt the
truth of the above and no explanation to offer. My people seldom
spoke of it. I had questioned them closely concerning it. 1 should
be glad to see your publication, and to know more of your work.

Yours truly,
L. A. DavipsoN.

The following case is from the records of Dr. Hodgson and
belongs to the class of visions which are not proved to be
veridical, but which are on the borderline of that type. After the
introductory remarks regarding them it is only necessary here to
acknowledge the authority for the case.—Editor.,

A VIEW OF DEATH.
The Sensations of 8 Man Who Was Near the Dark Valley.

The editor of the Gardiner, Me., Journal has recently had a nar-
row escape from death, his horse running away as he hung in the
wheel. He thus describes his sensations: ** Oh, can’t some of my
spirit friends do something to help e out of this scrape?” beseech-
ingly 1 said or thought. It was a prayer not laid down in the books.,
and perhaps the form was not staid or formal, Short as it was it
did me good. I saw then crowds of spirits around me, part of whom
I knew. "I do not see what they can do”, I thought, but as they
seemed to hover round the front of the wagon and over the horse, |
wondered how they kept up with him. ‘Then I thought perhaps
theyll take the old horse's strength away, but I couldn’t see very
clearly how they were to do this, for old Robin was a hard customer
to “ dematerialize *. I probably sheuld have lived but a few seconds
longer. The rteins had worn off upon the wheel just when myv
strength was all gone. Had I died people would pityingly have said
it was a horrible death, but really I suffered very little. All the
pain [ have had up to now has not been equal to what T suffered last
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an idea that it was antagonistic to Spiritualism. I happened to be
reading Hudson's “ The Law of Psychic Phenomena”, and some
things in it recall my experience and sensations.

I had some wonderful opportunities to investigate Spiritualism
in 1876 and after. The medium was a lady of my own town, and
about my own age, and I had tests that ought to convince anyone,

I believe Spiritualism is the key to clairvoyancy, hypnotism,
telepathy, ghosts, witchcraft, and other occult mysteries. The
medium I refer to is in this city, but T had had no sitting with her
for 20 years, I think. 1 was one of the most skeptical of mortals,
and am now,

I am myself, or rather was, very susceptible to telepathic in-
fluences. 1 have the proof now of a communication from Capt
John Drew, while on the ocean in Asia, and afterwards from Boston
harbor.

I had one from a dying cousin last Thursday; though I thought
it at the time was from a very old man in Rochester, N. Y. My
cousin died in Ocean Park.

I do not know why I bother you with these things, for I am too
tired and feeble to write; the thought seems to impel me,

I should join your Society if I could afford te, but I do not, and
do not know as you would have me.

Yours truly,
Hrram KerLy MorgeLt,

Article copied from the Gardiner, Me., Home Journal, of Dec
4, 1878,
(It was written and copied by Hiram Kelly Meorrell, and is a
true account as I could write, and is a true copy.)
Hiram KELLy MoRrELL.

Gardiner, Me., June 1, 1906.
‘This was dictated by me in my bed to an amanuensis. H. K. M.

MY ACCIDENT,
How One Feels Dying a Horrible Death.

Saturday morning, Nov. 16th, I and my brother were riding just
beyond New Mills Bridge, when the horse fell. My first impulse
was to jump out and assist the horse, but as he immediately rose to

e
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his feet I thought he would be all right. 1 noticed, however, that
he had broken a piece of the left thill and that the sharp end pricked
him as he rose,

“The bridle is gone, jump!” said my brother, and he tumbled
out of the hind part of the wagon before I had time 1o realize what
he was saying. * Robin ” is somewhat famoeus for speed and endur-
ance, and by this time he had struck a three-minute gait and was
tearing along on the frozen ground at what to a nervous man would
have been a fearful rate. [ had no fears at all, however, and coolly
picked up the reins and pulled a strain on them that would have split
Robin's mouth to his ears by the time he had got to the top of the
hill, when, to my dismay, 1 realized my brother’s parting words, as
I discovered I had pulled the bridle clear off to the horse’s shoulders.
I coaxed him and tried to turn him up Mr. Hooker’s lane, but |
might as well have tried to persuade the Kennebec te run over Beech
Hill. T passed two teams safely, and as we were soon coming to a
steep hill, and Robin’s heels seemed to show occasional signs of flying
up, as the sharp thill would go into his shoulder, T thought it was
perhaps advisable to alight.

Strange as it may seem, cool as I felt, and calculating as 1 did
the chance of a broken leg or shoulder as the least mischance that
could befall me, I never thought of jumping out of the hind part of
the wagon, It seems now that I might have enveloped myself in the
robes and have dropped out behind “ as easy as falling off a log .
Did I believe in special providences, or in spirit control in material
matters, 1 should believe that I had a lesson to learn, and that in-
fluences outside of myself were teaching me it. At any rate I took
one of the robes, threw it out, and picked the safest place to alight
that I could find, jumped as far as 1 could against the moation of the
wagon, s0 as to neutralize its power as much as possible,

I immediately felt that my foot was caught in the rein, and as
my momentum rolled me over three times, and I felt the reins wind-
ing round my boot, a hopelessly helpless sinking sensation went over
rae. I do not remember being hurt at all by the fall. Indeed, I felt
no sensation of striking. ¥ fell face down, and glided quickly over
the ground which, there, was pretty rough. T realized my sitnation
like a flash,

“You've been wishing you were dead zll your life, and now you
have your wish ”, something seemed to say to me. “I ought to have
taken $6,000 more accident insurance "* * How long will it take to
kil me—will it be very painful?” All these thoughts and others
went over me, and naturally I closed my eyes waiting results. Then
I saw my pale wife (standing) and [ thought of my httle girl,—and
[ felt ashamed of the wish to bleed the insurance company still more,

*1 at that time had a1l the regular accident insurance the Travelers would
carry, but could have taken a day ticket, as I usually did.
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and I thought perhaps I could roll over and uniwist the reins and
a desire to make the best of my chance came over me. [ rolled aver
upon my back, and in doing so got my right leg into the hind wheel,

“There goes a leg ", thought I; “and if it catches in the wheel
I'll be torn asunder”, and I grabbed the spokes of the wheel and
held it. (For a moment, here, there seems té have been z little ob-
scurity in my memory. As I received a cut aver my eye, I now think
I must have been dazed for a moment, and think I must have re-
volved hali over with the wheel, as 1 have an indistinct sense of
being bent up, and grasping instinctively at the wheel.) 1 extracted
my leg, and in so doing probably pulled off my right boot, which
goes off and on very hard.*

All this had not taken a guarter of the time you are reading it.
for I had not got half down the first hill. I tried to get my right
hand in my pocket to get my knife to cut the reins, but could not, and
had I got it 1 could not have opened it, nor cut the reins had I had it.
In doing so I lost control of the wheel. T thought I must again get
hold of it at all hazards, and [ tried again to catch it. We were
going down hill at a fearful rate, the wheel buzzing so 1 could not
see the spokes. They beat my hand and wrist awfully but at last |
got hold, and 1 determined to hold on as long as 1 could, or till 1
was free.

" (Oh, can’t some of my spirit friends do something to help nn
out of this scrape? beseechingly I said or thought. It was a prayer
not taid down in the books, and perhaps the form was not staid nor
formal. Short as it was it did me good. I saw then, crowds of spir-
its round e, part of whom I knew. "1 do not see what they can
do”, I thought, and as they seemed to hover over the horse T won-
dered how they kept up with him, Then I thought perhaps they'll
take the old horse’s strength away, but I couldn't see very clearly
how they were going to do this, for old Robin was a hard customer
to * dematerialize .

As we rose up the next hill the ground was fearfully rough, and
as 1 held the wheel and all its power jammed me on to the frozen,
hubhly, ground it was hard on old Robin, and harder on me—but the
brake on the wheel visibly checked his speed. “ Whoa, Robin.
Whoa! Whoat" 1 sang out, in my most coaxing tones. The old
rascal turned his face towards me, and again 1 begged him to stop,
but he was more frightened, shook his head, bent 1t down between
his knees, and did his best, or worse,

All this time, with my free foot, I was trying in vain to get the
reins off my foot. Omnce as I was going up that rough hill T felt the

* it was one of the old-fashioned long-legged calf boots and 1 had recently
pulled the heel off with my bhoot-jack, and had a new one put on a short
tyme before,



Visions of the Dying. 643

gravel grind into my bare flesh—{or my thick cassimere pants ¥ and
new thick drawers did not last me twenty rods—I gave one groan,
and wondered how long before all my flesh would be gone irom
there; and then I felt ashamed of groaning when the spirits were
looking at me, and I groaned no more. I wamted them to beat that
horse. I wanted te tell my wife how it ali was—how 1 felt—and
there was a feeling then that I was lifted aver all the rough places,
and 1 felt no pain. ne fear. T felt that in some inscrutable way that 1
could not conceive of I was to be saved. Even now I cannot con-
ceive how, after my clothes were so torn off, I was not more lacer-
ated in the long distance | was dragged.

It seemed to me the spirits were husy. oh, so busy, round the
horse and the forepart of the wagon.

Then a boy and a dog came out, and the dog barked, and it seemed
to me 1 had more walking than I could hang out, and that Jordan
was a hard road to travel. I yelled “ Get out!” to the dog, and so did
the boy, and after a while he stopped.

Just as we passed the house formerly owned by Woodward
Thompson, I felt my strength giving out of my battered right hane.
T knew I simiest hold on, and 1 put all the will I had into a final grasp,
in vain. My hand fell powerless, and I felt it was all up with me, I
laid my head on my left arm, hoping that miy face might be spared
so as not to shock my poor sick wife when I was carried home, |1
wondered if [ should be torn to shreds, where they would pick me
up, and had an idea it would be beside the road near the brick house
on the hill (right opposite where he did stop)}t, wondered how long
it would be before T would be wholly unconscious, and with feeling
akin to satisfaction that it was all over with so little suffering; and
a sort of feeling like going to meet old friends, I felt a sort of numb-
ness stealing over me,—a conscionsness of loving hands to take me,
and 1 was free}

The boy came up to me and I came back to earth—with almost a
feeling of regret.

He asked me if I were dead (1 think) and I teld him no, but all
torn and pounded 1o pieces; asked me what he should do, 1 told lim
to call someone and get me into a house. Mrs, Blith came out of her
house and she was a strong warm-hearted woman, who did not gush

* These pants were the very best heavy pants, hought the day hefore of
Robt. Williamson, well known for the excellence of his work. I never ware
them again.

t Doubtless all the hitterness of death had passed. That night I think I
did go into the other sphere—and it was so beautiful [ hated to come back—
but I did.

31 found out, afterwards, this was the place where the man lived who
formerly owned him.

T
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T was carrying on experiments with Mrs. Chenoweth with a
case of obsession, had had six sittings with the subject and
intended to have three more, But the controls tock matters into
their own hands and suspended the work with this subject to take
up the consideration of the war and some predictions regarding
it. All this was done without suggestion from me. I shall not
quote the predictions here as they have no importance until after
the war,

It was on September 7th, 1914, that the interruption of my
regular sittings took place and certain celebrated persoms were
brought to outline the future course of events, But these pre-
dictions seern to have been a mere side 1ssue in the problem. The
chief object was declared to be an experiment to convince certain
celebrated spirits that it might be possible to exercise an influence
on the combatants from that side. It was not an avowed cer-
tainty that this could be done, but it was said to be an experiment
to see if it was feasible, The process was said to be a mere ex-
tension of what actually went on in obsession which I was investi-
gating and that they wished to apply it collectively and on a large
scale in order to see if they could affect the results in favor of
victory. It was exceedingly pertinent to say that Mr. Stead was
present and that it was he that had suggested the experiment.
Mr. Stead, as is well known, was deeply interested in this world
problem. It was George Pelham that acted as spokesman or
amanuensis for the message or explained just what it meant. 1
quote the record made at the time:

“One of our most interested friends is W, T. S, [William T.
Stead,] understand.

{Yes perfectly.)

His plan is to get some of the foes of peace into contact with the
better class of thinkers and, if possible, divert the attention until some
new impulse shall be awakened. 1t is exactly the same process as
was adopted by the friends in the case of the Little girl who was here.
To supplant the ignorant, the foolish, the imperfect with a strong and
wholesome influence with a definite purpose for unfoldment. Tt was
W.T.§ 's plans to have some one of the rulers of the nations at
war come here to make a record of his opinion of what should be
done and in this way to really form a spirit congress which would be
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men generally can be influenced at all from the transcendental
world—and we do not know the limits of mediumistic conditions
and their variety—such an experiment would be tn entire har-
mony with the principles of producing such effects on the minds
of psychics. Telepathy embodies it on a small scale, so that the
believer in that phenomenon is cut off from objections to the gen-
eral idea involved. All he can do is to question the fact. But
granted the existence of the discarnate and a telepathic connection
between it and the living, and you have the conditions which make
quite possible the experiment suggested or proposed by George
Petham.

The only difficulty with our message is the liability to the sus-
picion that it is a subconscious fabrication on the part of Mrs.
Chenoweth's subliminal. There is no evidential incident in the
message and the student of psychology is at liberty to apply any
explanation he pleases and I am not in a position to produce a
refutation by any striking incidents. All that [ can say is that the
idea expressed is foreign to anything that Mrs, Chenoweth ever
expressed to me in conversation. From her long experience with
the ideas of Spiritualism it would be quite natural for her to form
such an idea, but she has not expressed even a stimilar conception
in regard to obsession in which she believes, and she would ix
the last person to connect the principles involved in curing obses-
sion with a cosmic influence or an organized effort on the part of
spirits to influence the issues of war, So much that is evidential
comes through her mediumship and shows so little traces of sub-
liminal influences—almost nothing in content and only in form
of expression—that we have a measure of the probabilities in 2
case like this, tho not scientific proof.

However, I am not quoting the passage as evidence. It is the
coincidence of the claim with the alleged apparitions said to be
affecting the course of events that is interesting and we may well
wait the future to test the claims made, when we have ample evi-
dence. It should be remarked that it is not claimed to be a fact,
but an experiment eveni with the discarnate. There is no conti-
dence or assurance about the resuit. The idea seems to be as new
to the spirits as to us and the desire is to experiment. Of course,
one might say that this very circumstance suggests a doubt about
its source: for spirits ought by this time to know what can be
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accomplished. But in other instances they do recogmze the law
involved and the only apparent doubt is about its application to
the special case of war. There are certainly two things that may
operate against the effectiveness of such an experiment. They
are (1) the intense preoccupation of the soldier with his task. a
‘mental stress which would do much to shut out any possible
transcendental influence, and (2) the limitations of mediumistic
conditions in the persons to be affected. In all experiments where
collective effort has been successful in transmitting certain mes-
sages there was the passive condition of the psychic and no in-
tense preoccupation with other ideas. This facilitated transmis-
sion. But there are no such conditions in the minds of soldiers,
tho other circumstarnces might open a channel. But we have this
to prove. In any case such a conception would he an experinient
and it is interesting to see that a course was proposed which coin-
cides with the actually reported instances of apparitions. Un-
fortunately for the interest and cogency of them: thev are not so
well attested as may be necessary to treat more seriously the pos-
sibility alleged.

But matters did not stop here. After the previous part of this
paper had been written the subject was spontaneously taken up
again by the controls in the Chenoweth case. It was in the midst
of other affairs which were interrupted for the purpose of dis-
cussing this very gquestion, as if aware of what had been in my
mind. I had not even mentioned the subject in any of its aspects,
or even the facts, to Mrs. Chenoweth. On the date of October
25th, 1916, interrupting the work of Mrs. Verrall, the {following
came, and the whole hour was devoted to it :

Mons visions. Monsieur de Jean. [Struggle and comfuston.]
[Change of Control.]

G. P. (AN right. What is going on?)

Effort to give more light on the revelations, manifestations, that
have made men see more than phantasms of the dying in the expe-
riences which have been common during this conflict,

I did not think it possible to have contact even for a moment, but
it is hard to help having an interest in the great change going on

TR
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across the water, even though we must keep our hands to the plough
that our furrow may be well tumed Some of these people seek us
and are so overwhelmed with the knowledge newborn to them that
we are bound to feel intensely and so there has been a decided
effort to give light as we know it, not to have these multitudes retumn
to the scenes of warfare with crazed and fiendish desire to win but
to keep them calm as helpers should be. .

Your own interest has created or supplied an incentive on the
part of Doctor—recall whom I refer to,

(Poctor of the Piper case.)

Yes, not Phinuit.

(I understand.)

But one of the group, understand. {Yes.}) and he has made
some investigations as to the nature of the spiritual manifestations,
apparitions, and the re-appearance of certain personalities who have
been supposed to haunt certain localities when conditions were right
for their appearance,

There is something more than hallucination and mgre than the
imagination, and yet the imagination may clothe the appearance with
a likeness agreeable or known by the receiver. Understand.

(Yes perfectly.)

The Napoleon of the French victory may be only a bourgeoise
whose enthusiasm gives rise to no less heroic pictures than the man
whose image is on the mind of every fighting man in France.

(I understand.}

So we might go on, but there are instances where the guide—
familiar spirit, so to speak—is conscious of the associations of the
past and that knowledge is, or at least becomes, a part of the con-
sciousness of the visionere, and is made to fit the case, but the
reality of the spirit people long since advanced from out the shadow
of the castle or the monastery is not a matter which Doctor has been
able to prove, Spirit people move out into light and only the form
produced by the thought of some one here is responsible for many of
these hauntings. It is not always as | have written, of course, for
there are instances where real spirits have been held by some interior
condition, a mind, mental state, to some habitation or locality, but
these are rare, 1f they were not rare, every house would be a sound-
ing board for the cries of distressed souls in these days of horror.

(I understand. Now what is the * form " that stays about. Is
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PECULIAR EXPERIENCES CONNECTED WITH
NOTED PERSONS.*

By Dr. WaLTER F, PRINCE.

It does not necessarily give an “ occult " incident more weight
that it was experienced or related and credited by a person whose
name is prominent for one reason or another. The great are
nearly as likely, or according to Lombroso, a good deal more
likely, to suffer illusions, pathological hallucinations and aberra-
tions, as or than the humble remainder of mankind. Nor have
famous persons a monopoly of veracity. Besides, a rare psycho-
logical incident is not more or less a problem, or has it more or
less significance, in the experience of honest John Jones than in
that of Williamn Shakspere.

* Readers interested to know what incidents related to noted persoms have
already Dbeen prinied in the Journal are referred to the following names, with
citations by volume and page:

Carl Schure (general and statesman}: II, 463, A series of predictions
concerning him, by a girl medivm, come true. He calls for the spirit of Schil-
ler and asks for a verse of his poetry, which the hand of the medium, who
never had read Schiller, promptly writes.

John T. Trowbnidge (editor and popular writer of stories) ; I1I, 641. Per-
sonal medinmistic experiences; the mediums being the wife of Dr. Wm. R
Hayden, a Boston newspaper publisher, and Alonzo E. Newton, editor of the
Pathfinder Railroad Cuide. These comprised veridical predictions, etc. XIL
343, Testimony in favor of supernormal phenomens

Rew, Newell Duight Hillis, D.D. (Pastor of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn):
111, 676, Case of apparent telepathy or clairvoyance, investigated by him.

Henry Holt (well known publisher, author of " Cosmic Relations ", etc.):
IV, 379, A case of telekinesis witnessed by him.

Mrs. Mary Virginig Terhune (" Marian Harland ", writer of tales, essays.
household books, eic.) : V, 118, 459. An account of a haunted house, which
she believed true,

Horace Bushnell (eminent Connecticut clergyman and anthor): VII, 422,
Monitory dream, leading to the rescue of a party perishing in the mountains
150 miles distant. On investigation, he was convinced of the truth of the
story,

Lowisa M. Aleott (noted writer of stories for young pc.ople): VI, 424
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whether asleep or awake. We are too gross to be capable of under-
standing the signification of the dream, the vision, or the sudden
presage, or of divining the source of the premonition, or its import.
We admit that we are liable to receive a fleeting picture of an act, or
a figure, at any moment, but, except being struck by certain strange
coincidences which happen to most of us, we seldom make an effort
to unravel the mystery, The swift, darting messenger stamps an
image on the mind, and displays a vision to the sleeper; and if, as
sometimes follows, among tricks and twists of the errant mind, by
reflex acts of memory, it happens to be true representation of what
is to happen, we are left to grope hopelessly as to the manner and
meaning of it, for there is nothing tangible to lay hold of.

There are many things relating to my existence which are inex-
plicable to me, and probably it is best so; this death-bed scene, pro-
jected on my nund’s screen, across four thousand five hundred
miles of space, is one of these mysteries.

The precise meaning of the passage wherein Sir Henry specu-
lates on the nature and meaning of such facts is not entirely clear.
Does he, by the word " spirit ” mean what is usually meant by
that term, or some part of the mind functioning upon the rest as
its object, hike Freud’s ** psychic censor " though with a different
purpose? And the affirmative employment of the terms “ pres-
age” and “ premonition ”’ does not seem to consist with the ex-
pression ' it fappens to be 2 true representation of what is to
happen”. It seems plain that the distinguished explorer did be-
lieve that the death-bed scene was “ projected on ™ his * mind’s
screen, across four thousand five hundred miles of space . How-
ever, what Stanley thought about the facts is of much less im-
portance than the facts themselves, as reported by one whose life
was one long drill in observing, appraising and recording facts.

COINCIDENT EXPERIENCES OF GENERAL FREMONT
AND RELATIONS.

These are related on pages 69-72 of ** Recollections of Eliza-
beth Benton Fremont, daughter of the Pathfinder General John
C. Fremont, and Jessie Benton Fremont. his wife' (N. Y.,
1912).






























































































































































































































