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FAITH

We are passing through a phase of our
existence so terrible that it is mercifully de-
nied us to understand all of its awful im-
plications. Our leaders beseech us to drop
our complacency, to acquire war-conscious
ness, to make sacrifices. It is well we do
not take them too literally or this nation
would be in a state bordering on panic.
The country as a whole has rallied magnifi-
cently to the war effort. We have made
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portunity is before us. What are we doing
about it?

- COUNSEL OF PERFECTION

“Sin,” declared Arthur Balfour, English
philosopher and statesman, “is following a
lower ideal after a higher one has been per-
ceived.” It is a profound truth, profoundly
expressed. It cuts the ground from under
the preacher who admonishes, “Do as I say,
not as I do.”” The occultist would wish to
substitute some other word for ‘“‘sin.”
*‘Error,” perhaps, if the word had not been
worn so threadbare in describing everything
with which one does not happen to agree.
“Transgression,” probably is the better word.
The Ozxford Dictionary defines it as “Viola-
tion or infringement of a law or command-
ment.” It is not a very happy definition as
it would make any dereliction for which one
might be handed a traffic ticket a transgres
sion. If it means (as it doubtless does) nat-
ural or Divine Law, it will suffice.

Yet it is a hard saying. The occultist
surely perceives the highest ideals the hu-
man heart is capable of enshrining, but he
would be a bold Theosophist who would
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he measures only four-foot-six instead of six-
foot-four.

This is not an excuse for “sin.” “It is a
plea for a common-sense view of it. He
who strives continuously, as does the oc-
cultist, to shake himself loose from the fet-
ters which bind him is often sadly discon-
certed because his progress seems so slow.
It is not really slow. There is so much
ground to cover that it appears slow. The
danger of the despairing view of one’s own
minute progress is that a “what's the use?”
attitude may be developed. If we get ahead
so slowly, why be bothered? Why not quit
and let Nature take care of our evolution if
she wants to? Or, if she doesn’t, just for-
get it, and live in the moment and for the
day?
That is the danger, and a very real one,
that threatens the would-be treader of the
Path. He may quit if he wants to, but what
a stupid thing to do! *“Against stupidity,”
declared Schiller, *“the very gods themselves
contend in vain.” But only for one incar-
nation. In the next earth life, the burden
will be taken up again. The doubts, dis-
couragements, fears, disillusionments, will
have disappeared in the merciful Lethean
waters of the past.
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This war is certainly an Aquarian affair.
Peculiar Uranian symbols are in evidence on
every hand in connection with it. Hitler’s
mustache, Chamberlain’s umbrella, Goering’s
obesity, Goebbel's rat-terrier features, Mus-
solini’s megalomaniacal posing, Hirohito’s
little brummagem divinity—and now, Gand-
hi’s loinicloth. This latter skimpy article of
apparel has become a symbol of revolt—
India’s flag, in fact, but unfortunately not
a white flag.

Most Theosophists, and a great many
others, consider that the British have been
gravely at fault in their treatment of India.
Conceived in exploitation and dedicated to
the proposition that no Hindu was the
equal of a white man, British rule in India
has developed into a major portion of bad
karma for the Empire. That the enlightened
British are now sincerely anxious to accord
to this conglomerate people the justice their
forefathers denied does not seem to be re-
lieving the karma as yet.

There is a curious analogy between the
karma of nations and that of individuals.
Many unpleasant things happen to us as in-
dividuals not traceable to any transgression
of the present life. Similarly, nations suffer
for the mistakes of those who misruled them
in the past and have long since passed on.

It is a theosophical axiom that each in-
dividual in a nation bears the karma of that
nation in some degree. This applies even to

“groups and organizations. Yet the people
of Britain have usually been more enlightened
than their rulers. Stupid George III and his
reactionary ministers did not represent the
views of the British people in that unfor-
tunate little misunderstanding with the
American Colonies. The English as a whole
sympathized with the North in the Civil
War, though the policy of the Government
then in power was to favor the South. And
a large section of public opinion in the
United Kingdom has condemned the repres-
sive measures adopted by successive British
Governments in the past to stifle the legiti-
ma{é aspirations of the Indians for Home
Rule.

Gilbert K. Chesterton summed up in eight
pithy lines this inferiority of the ruling class
of his country to those they ruled:

“They gave their lives for England,

Japan, Sir Stafford appears to be the more
sincere of the two.

Theosophists have been great admirers of
Gandhi. His saintly way of life, his advo-
cacy of non-violence (to which unfortun-
ately his followers do not always adhere),
his willingness to suffer if need be to the
death for his opinions, have all made a pow-
erful impression upon the world. Gandhi
must be given credit for having accomplished
more for his people by peaceful means than
in all the history of modern India has been
achieved through force.

It is not easy to focus the attention of the
world on injustices to any one nation when

there ‘are always so many injustices to so’

many nations. Gandhi has done this. He is
a one-man army, more powerful in himself
than the .entire armies of British India.
There never was a greater example of the
subordination of the physical to the spiritual.
Gandhi is no handsome plumed knight bear-
ing a golden banner. He is the ugliest of
men: wizened, beaky, hairless (except for a
nondescript Groucho Marx rag on the top
lip), with flapping ears and bandy legs. His
oriflamme is his spinning wheel. His high
pitched cackling voice carries none of -the
orational periods of a Hitler, the quiet logic
of a Churchill or the persuasive eloquence
of a Roosevelt. Yet more millions hang
upon his words, regarding him almost as a
deity himself, than all of those who wait
upon the pronouncements of the other three.

Gandhi is great—but Gandhi is wrong.
His passion for India's freedom seems to
have blinded him to reality. Or perhaps he
has become so imbued with the conviction
that the real is to be found only in the
spiritual, never in the physical, that he does
not regard the present menace of the Axis
as a reality. His kingdom, like that of Jesus,
may not be of this world and he would
seemingly match Axis violence with Indian
non-cooperation. The old story of the lion
lying down with the lamb while the lion
still retains his teeth and his non-vegetarian
appetite.

We may sympathize with Gandhi’s aspira-
tions and may fervently trust that the Brit-
ish Government will keep its promise to give
the millions of India’s peoples the fullest
measure of freedom after the war compatible
with the good of the whole. But we can-
not, if we are reasoning human beings, ac-
claim Gandhi’s present insensate policy.

littleness of material circumstance, the huge-
ness of those imponderables which Bismarck
considered as the deciding factors in all con-
flicts.

We hope that Gandhi may reverse his
stand—may be even greater than he has
heretofore proved himself, by being willing
to confess that temporarily he has taken the
wrong course. If he could bring himself
to do that and stand with the British in their
efforts to win what he surely must in his
inmost soul know is a righteous war, he
would live to be classed, not only by his
own people but by all the world, as one of
the hgreatest characters who ever trod the
earth.

BOOK REVIEW

Review of "WHY ARE WE HERE"”
By F. Homer Curtiss, M.D.

[Curtiss Philosophic Book Co., -
Washington, D. C. $1.50]

“Why Are We Here?"—A question asked

from time immemorial and until the World

-knows Universal Spirituality, will continue

to be asked. However, those who are privi-
leged to read Dr. Curtiss’ Book of that title
should feel they have received the answer
in the language of today.

If one were to read just the one Chap-

ter—IV—"With Courage and Faith,” he

would not fail to feel the Courage and Faith
that the Teachings of Truth constantly en-
deavor to bring to the many. The peoples
of the world cannot help but recognize the
present day chaotic conditions, and this
same Chapter explains the WHY of them.

According to that portion of the book ex-
pounding Woman’s place in the Aquarian
Age, if the personal side of the woman por-
trays itself, she is likely to become what is
termed in every day phraseology, “rather
chesty.” If the men do not want to be fol-
lowers rather than leaders, it seems they will
have to try to reincarnate into feminine
vehicles of expression. No doubt many of
them will do just that because of their lead-
ership qualities.

“Why Are We Here?” is well worth
anyone’s time for reading. While many
will prqbably not find anything actually
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FAITH

We are passing through a phase of our
existence so terrible that it is mercifully de-
nied us to understand all of its awful im-
plications. Our leaders beseech us to drop
our complacency, to acquire war-conscious
ness, to make sacrifices. It is well we do
not take them too literally or this nation
would be in a state bordering on panic.
The country as a whole has rallied magnifi-
cently to the war effort. We have made
sacrifices, we shall make many more. There
has been little grumbling, almost no resent-

~ ment.

We are in peril. We are definitely
threatened both on the East and on the
West. We have looked back to past wars
and wondered how the people of the time

* ““§tood Up against what they had to endure.
We have looked to other parts of the world
and have marveled at the steadfastness of
the embattled nations, pouring out blood and
treasure in a war of sheer survival. Now
our turn has come. We shall not be found
wanting. We have not reached full aware-
ness of what we are in for. Neither had
the British in early 1940—and the French
never reached it until it was too late. But
we are getting there. Qur husbands, sons,
brothers and close friends are being taken
from us. Our money is being taken from
us. Our means of livelihood in all too many
cases is being taken from us. The war is
coming home to eachr of us in all its stark
reality. Most of us are trying our best to
do our duty as we see it. There are strikes,
there is profiteering—ugly phases of a cru-
sade for civilization—but these are the ex-
crescences on the Nation's effort. They
have always existed in wartime. They are
not significant. They are not representative
of the consciousness of America.

We are walking by faith, not by sight.
What the future has in store for us is writ-
‘ten in the stars and its message is for the
time grim and forbidding, though its out-
come is certain and will be worth all it is
costing of blood and toil and tears. If ever
we needed faith we need it now. And
‘joined to it must be works, of the highest
intelligence and energy. '

Only the occultist can grasp even par-
tially the true meaning of this greatest of all
wars. Only the occultist may try, feebly as
may be, to convey something of that mean-
ing to a bewildered world. Our greatest op-

\
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portunity is before us. What are we doing
about it?

- COUNSEL OF PERFECTION

“Sin,” declared Arthur Balfour, English
philosopher and statesman, “is following a
lower ideal after a higher one has been per-
ceived.” It is a profound truth, profoundly
expressed. It cuts the ground from under
the preacher who admonishes, “Do as I say,
not as I do.”” The occultist would wish to
substitute some other word for “sin.”
“Error,” perhaps, if the word had not been
worn so threadbare in describing everything
with which one does not happen to agree.
“Transgression,” probably is the better word.
The Oxford Dictionary defines it as “Viola-
tion or infringement of a law or command-
ment.” It is not a very happy definition as
it would make any dereliction for which one
might be handed a traffic ticket a transgres
sion. If it means (as it doubtless does) nat-
ural or Divine Law, it will suffice.

Yet it is a hard saying. The occultist

‘surely perceives the highest ideals the hu-

man heart is capable of enshrining, but he
would be a bold Theosophist who would
claim that he never follows after lower ones.
Perhaps a few lofty souls on the threshold
of Mastership may so claim. The rank and
file of us can only beat our breasts continu-
ously and intone a Peccavi. That is, if oc-
cultists were in the habit of wasting valuable
time by so useless a performance.

But the occultist is nothing; if not a-real~~

ist. He knows, none better, that we are
only about halfway through our spiritual
evolution and that, in the natural course of
events, we have made par if we have over-
come one-half of our failings and defeats.
His ideal is to overcome the other half as
rapidly as possible, but he does not give
way to paroxysms of despair when he finds
many of this other half putting up a stiff
battle before they are overcome. That is to
be expected.

Until evolution has completed its physical,
astral and mental stages, man’s consciousness
and subconsciousness has an animal base.
This, not because of a physical animal an-
cestry, which occultism denies that man ever
had, but by reason of the aeons of time
prior to the human cycle in which the con-
sciousness functioned in animal forms.

It takes long ages to get rid of all the ani-

‘mal characteristics man acquired in that yes-

terday of Eternity. The greed, the irrespon-
sibility, the ruthlessness, the appetites, of
the creatures we once were, are sometimes
not far from the surface. We are getting
rid. of them slowly—a few in each incar-
nation if the incarnation is a success. There

are many of them still to get rid of—but

there are many incarnations still to live.

- The old churchly idea that God is very
angry with us because we have them at all
is a pure invention. A very small amount
of logic proves that as He ordained this snail-
like pace over millenia of time for our per-
fection, He is hardly likely to be wrathful
because we take the only way open to us.
As well be angry with a small child because

he measures only four-foot-six instead of six-
foot-four.

This is not an excuse for “sin.” “It is a
plea for a common-sense view of it. He
who strives continuously, as does the oc-
cultist, to shake himself loose from the fet-
ters which bind him is often sadly discon-
certed because his progress seems so slow.
It is not really slow. There is so much
ground to cover that it appears slow. The
danger of the despairing view of one’s own
minute progress is that a “what’s the use?”
attitude may be developed. If we- get ahead
so slowly, why be bothered? Why not quit
and let Nature take care of our evolution if
she wants to? Or, if she doesn't, just for-
get it, and live in the moment and for the
day?

That is the danger, and a very real one,
that threatens the would-be treader of the
Path. He may quit if he wants to, but what
a stupid thing to do! *“‘Against stupidity,”
declared Schiller, “the very gods themselves
contend in vain.” But only for one incar-
nation. In the next earth life, the burden
will be taken up again. The doubts, dis-
couragements, fears, disillusionments, will
have disappeared in the merciful Lethean
waters of the past.

Let us keep our perspective. We are not
yet saints, not yet masters, not yet, perhaps,
even very old egos. This may be wounding
to our pride but is an. excellent tonic to our
endeavor. We have fallen many times—we
shall fall many times again. We can only
pick ourselves up, brush ourselves off and

Staft “again thé climb to the heights so far |
above us.

Other beliefs may offer counsels of per
fection—may insist that inerrancy is a pos:
sibility to every human being here and now.
Those who love to be told the impossible
will eagerly assent, but their disappointment
when they find that the lure was unreal
may wreck their faith, if not their lives.
Occultism counsels patience; patience and
striving. The road is uphill all the way
but there is a road and it is open. It is a
road which has been trodden by each one
of the myriads who has reached the feet
of God. As we shall one day reach them,
however far we stray.

It is a fact that after the occultist has
succeeded in banishing anger from his heart
so that he can bear unjust criticism and in-
justice without resentment, he sometimes
finds it politic to feign it, though he doesn’t
feel it. Otherwise he may obtain a reputa-
tion for unco’ guidness which no Theosophist
wants, or for thickness of skin which no
one else wants.

' THE BODILY ZODIAC
IN THE POETS

—

SQ—LQO

Yet taught by time, my HEART has learned
to glow
For others' good, and melt at others’ woe.
' —Pope.
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- GANDHI: PRO AND CON

This war is certainly an Aquarian affair.
Peculiar Uranian symbols are in evidence on
every hand in connection with it. Hitler’s
mustache, Chamberlain's umbrella, Goering’s
obesity, Goebbel's rat-terrier features, Mus-
solini's megalomaniacal posing, Hirohito’s
little brummagem divinity—and now, Gand-
' hi’s loincloth. This latter skimpy article of

~apparel has become a symbol of revolt—
India’s flag, in fact, but unfortunately not
a white flag.

Most Theosophists, and a great many
others, consider that the British have been
gravely at fault in their treatment of India.
Conceived in exploitation and dedicated to
the proposition that no Hindu was the
equal of a white man, British rule in India
has developed into a major portion of bad
karma for the Empire. That the enlightened
British are now sincerely anxious to accord
to this conglomerate people the justice their
forefathers denied does not seem to be re-
lieving the karma as yet.

There is a curious analogy between the
karma of nations and that of individuals.
Many unpleasant things happen to us as in-
dividuals not traceable to any transgression
of the present life. Similarly, nations suffer
for the mistakes of those who misruled them
in the past and have long since passed on.

It is a theosophical axiom that each in-
dividual in a nation bears the karma of that
nation in some degree. This applies even to
groups and organizations. Yet the people
of Britain have usually been more enlightened
than their rulers. Stupid George III and his
reactionary ministers did not represent the
views of the British people in that unfor-
tunate little misunderstanding with the
American Colonies. The English as a whole
sympathized with the North in the Civil
War, though the policy of the Government
then in power was to favor the South. And
a large section of public opinion in the
United Kingdom has condemned the repres
sive measures adopted by successive British
Governments in the past to stifle the legiti-
mate aspirations of the Indians for Home
Rule.

Gilbert K. Chesterton summed up in eight
pithy lines this inferiority of the ruling class
of his country to those they ruled:

“They gave their lives for England,
Following a falling- star.

Alas! Alas for England,

They have their graves afar.

And those that rule in England
In stately conclave met.

Alas! Alas for England,

They have no graves as yet.”

Sir Stafford Cripps is as enlightened an
official as any nation, our own included,
ever has possessed. He did his utmost in
the impossibly difficult situation created by
Gandhi’s intransigency and refusal to listen
to any reasonable compromise. Cripps is as
sincere an altruist as Gandhi himself in his
desire to find a working basis for Britain
and India to cooperate; in fact in the light
of some of Gandhi’s recent utterances, par-
ticularly his avowed intention of appeasing

Japan, Sir Stafford appears to be the more
sincere of the two.

Theosophists have been great admirers of
Gandhi. His saintly way of life, his advo-
cacy of non-violence (to which unfortun-
ately his followers do not always adhere),
his willingness to suffer if need be to the
death for his opinions, have all made a pow-
erful impression upon the world. Gandhi
must be given credit for having accomplished
more for his people by peaceful means than
in all the history of modern India has been
achieved through force.

It is not easy to focus the attention of the
world on injustices to any one nation when
there ‘are always so many injustices to so
many nations. Gandhi has done this. He is
a one-man army, more powerful in himself
than the entire armies of British India.
There never was a greater example of the
subordination of the physical to the spiritual.
Gandhi is no handsome plumed knight bear-
ing a golden banner. He is the ugliest of
men: wizened, beaky, hairless (except for a
nondescript Groucho Marx rag on the top
lip), with flapping ears and bandy legs. His
oriflamme is his spinning wheel. His high
pitched cackling voice carries none of “the
orational periods of a Hitler, the quiet logic
of a Churchill or the persuasive eloquence
of a Roosevelt. Yet more millions hang
upon his words, regarding him almost as a
deity himself, than all of those who wait
upon the pronouncements of the other three.

Gandhi is great—but Gandhi is wrong.
His passion for India’s freedom seems to
have blinded him to reality. Or perhaps he
has become so imbued with the conviction
that the real is to be found only in the
spiritual, never in the physical, that he does
not regard the present menace of the Axis
as a reality. His kingdom, like that of Jesus,
may not be of this world and he would
seemingly match Axis violence with Indian
non-cooperation. The old story of the lion
lying down with the lamb while the lion
still retains his teeth and his non-vegetarian
appetite.

We may sympathize with Gandhi’s aspira-
tions and may fervently trust that the Brit-
ish Government will keep its promise to give
the millions of India’s peoples the fullest
measure of freedom after the war compatible
with the good of the whole. But we can-
not, if we are reasoning human beings, ac-
claim Gandhi’s present insensate policy.

Yet withal, there is a certain grandeur in
the spectacle of this frail old man, clad only
in his consciousness of what he deems right,
armed only with moral force, destitute of all
the graces and social endowments of his an-
tagonists, hurling defiance at the great Brit-
ish Empire (and now at the United States
too) and causing the latter almost as much
concern as.all the sinkings by the Nazi sub-
marines and the havoc wrought by the Nazi
tanks. It is Britain that is disturbed by
Gandhi’s words, not Gandhi by Britain’s
show- of force. "It is, mistaken though in
this instance we believe it to be, one of the
most remarkable displays of the power of
the spiritual over the material that has ever
been witnessed. There is a lesson for all of
us in this demonstration—the lesson of the

littleness of material circumstance, the huge-
ness of those imponderables which Bismarck
considered as the deciding factors in all con-
flicts.

We hope that Gandhi may reverse his
stand—may be even greater than he has
heretofore proved himself, by being willing
to confess that temporarily he has taken the
wrong course. If he could bring himself
to do that and stand with the British in their
efforts to win what he surely must in his
inmost soul know is a righteous war, he
would live to be classed, not only by his
own people but by all the world, as one of
the greatest characters who ever trod the
earth.

BOOK REVIEW

Review of “WHY ARE WE HERE"”
By F. Homer Curtiss, M.D.

[Curtiss Philosophic Book Co., -
Washington, D. C. $1.50]

“Why Are We Here?"—A question asked
from time immemorial and until the World
-knows Universal Spirituality, will continue
to be asked. However, those who are privi-
leged to read Dr. Curtiss’ Book of that title
shodld feel they have received the answer
in the language of today.

If one were to read just the one Chap-
ter—IV—"With Courage and Faith,” he

would not Tail to feel the Courage and Faith
that the Teachings of Truth constantly en-
deavor to bring to the many. The peoples
of the world cannot help but recognize the
present day chaotic conditions, and this
same Chapter explains the WHY of them.

According to that portion of the book ex-
pounding Woman’s place in the Aquarian
Age, if the personal side of the woman por-
trays itself, she is likely to become what is
termed in every day phraseology, “rather
chesty.” If the men do not want to be fol-
lowers rather than leaders, it seems they will
have to try to reincarnate into feminine
vehicles of expression. No doubt many of
them will do just that because of their lead-
ership qualities.

“Why Are We Here?” is well worth
anyone’s time for reading. While many
will probably not find anything actually
new within its pages, nevertheless, the man-
ner in which the knowledge is submitted is
in excellent readable style, not alone for the
neophyte, but for the advanced, as well. It
is not too simple to be boresome nor too
complicated to become laborious.

Careta Thatcher.

Why does a Theosophist so ardently de-
sire. to bring others to Theosophy? Cer-
tainly not because he expects some sort
of karmic reward, either here or hereafter—
he never thinks of such a possibility. It
must be the nature of the desire one has
to share a beautiful sunset, a gorgeous land-
scape, an interesting book or play with

" athers, for the sheer joy of sharing.
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THE ASTROLOGICAL BASIS
OF SHAKESPEARE

Macbeth: Aries (Continued)

By CHARLES E LunNtz

If Macbeth was almost scared out of his
his robes the first time the ghost appeared,
he was rendered completely hysterical by
this second coming. The hypnotic power
of a snake over a bird is the only comparison
that can be made to the frantic horror
aroused in his royal bloodiness by the de-
ceased Banquo's return visit. “Avaunt! and
quit my sight!” he shrieks, “Let the earth
hide thee!”

That apparently was not the correct form-
ula for shooing a ghost, as it continued its
passive resistance tactics with all the per
tinacity of one of Gandhi's Hindus stretched
flat in the street-car tracks. Macbeth tries
some uncomplimentary remarks on his former
colleague’s personal appearance and general
makeup:

“Thy bones are marrowless, thy blood is cold;
Thou hast no speculation in those eyes
"Which thou dost glare with.”

When Aries is disturbed Aries is in-
variably impolite, even when addressing
someone who is not physical. The ghost
is not offended. It continues its stance,
‘about a putting length from Macbeth.

But if the ghost is quite calm, Lady Mac-

beth is not. Woman-of-iron-as-she is, this -

is getting to be too much for her nerves.

She has the worried look of a hardy moth,

which having received half of a lethal dose
of Flit, is beginning to suspect that it will
soon be on the receiving end of the other
half. “Think of this, good peers,” she
cajoles, “but as a thing of custom: 'tis no
other; only,” she concludes, with a vicious
glance at her spouse, “it spoils the pleasure
of the time.”

Macbeth babbles on. He is completely
wrapped up in his private seance. Forget-
ful of the presence of Scotland’s great digni-

" taries, of his wife, of his supper, like Don
Quixote tilting at windmills, he . dares the
ghost to mortal combat:

“What man dare, I dare:
Approach thou like the rugged Russian bear,
The arm’d rhinoceros, or the Hyrcan tiger,
Take any shape but that, and my firm nerves
Shall never tremble: Or, be alive again

- And dare me to the desert with thy sword;
If trembling I inhibit then, protest me
The baby of a girl.”

Like Popeye, Macbeth fears neither man
nor beast but can’t abide “ghosks.” His
description of his own valor is very Arietan.
Aries never hesitates to call the attention of

all and sundry to his virtues and if no one
else is listening a ghost will do. The ghost
is not impressed.

Then Macbeth does what he should have
done to begin with. He remembers the
password:

“Hence, horrible shadow!
Unreal mockery, hence!”

Banquo’s doppelganger decides he is
persona non grata. He fades out. It was
his farewell appearance. This time he has
really gone.

Macbeth wipes away several quarts of
perspiration. “Why, so,” he gasps, with the
utmost relief, “—being gone, I am a man
again.” :

But now he has to face the wrath of
someone even more terrible than the ghost:
—his wife.

[To Be Continued]

Answer to many inquiries: Astrologically
Hitler can’t win and neither can the Japanese.
The former’s Saturnine aspects are bound
to catch up with him, as forecast in the
ANCIENT WispoM . editorial of October,

- 1939. But it may, and probably will, be a

long time. We consider that 1944 is the
earliest, 1949 the latest date for the wvic-
torious close of the war, and anything in
between. We lean to a longer, rather than
a shorter, time. And we still insist, as here-
tofore, that some totally unforeseen factor
will hasten the end. Both Hitler's and

* Hirohito’s natal charts are vastly inferior

both to the natal chart of the United States
and that of England, though progressed as-
pects and other current “directions” may
temporarily offset that advantage for us.
In the long run the natal horoscopes which
are superior must and will prevail. And
while we wish it with all our heart, this
is something more than just wishful think-

ing.

What an interesting world this is to a
Theosophist who is also an Astrologer! Con-
versely, what an awful place it must be for
those who live in it without the remotest idea
of what it’s all about. True, many of them
seem happy enough, but it's a question of
degree. People can be happy without the
least appreciation of art, music, literature or
any of the finer things of life—but how
much they miss, without knowing it!

Corner the man who is quite sure Astrology
is bunk and Theosophy is bunk, the idea of
survival bunk and the notion that there is
plan and purpose bunk. You will find that
he probably is convinced in his own mind
that life itself is the bunk. And for him,
poor chap, it is.

A Theosophist should be the most under-
standing of people. He knows that at some
period in the past he himself has possessed
in full measure all the disagreeable traits he
dislikes in others. Knows, too, that he still
may possess some of them without being
aware of it. It is always much easier to see
the mote in the eye of a neighbor than the
beam in one’s own. He should therefore
make the fullest allowance for everyone,
without expecting anyone to make any allow-
ance for him. Because, as a rule they
won't. A Christlike ideal, perhaps, very
difficult of attainment, but worth workin
on. It gets to be rather fun. :

THE ZODIAC: YOUR TWELVE
STOP AND GO SIGNS
[Continued from Page 41]
us, not because it sets out a bill of particu-
lars of the life, but because it does not: be-
cause it furnishes raw material of a certain
character well defined, out of which we

mold our own destiny and circumstances.
Surely this is a far nobler conception of
the function of the horoscope than the su-
perficial notion that the horoscope is a for-
tune telling device. It is curious that even
the uninformed, who profess to believe that
the natal chart and the progressed chart will
enable exact predictions to be made of what
is going to happen to them, invariably con-
sult the astrologer as to what they should
do about it—asking him his advice based
on what he has told them is going to occur.
What is the use of this, if they and the
pstrologer believe that fatalism rules the pro-
nouncements of the horoscope? Why ask
him what to do about this future that is so

precisely set forth, if there is nothing that -

can be done about it? Why ask him for
his advice as to their course of action, when

‘no course of action will suffice to avert the

decree already handed down from birth by
the stars and planets? Yet the inconsistency
does not seem to obtrude itself either upon
the consultant or his client.

As a matter of fact, it can be reasonably
well proved that the aspects do not bind but
only influence. Every astrologer who has
selected favoring dates and times for the

initiation of an enterprise, either for him- .

self or a client, knows how uncanny is the
result. If a time can be chosen when the
transiting Sun, Moon, Ascendant and Mid-
Heaven and as many transiting planets as
possible are in trine or sextile to important
points in the horoscope having to do with
the character of the project to be started,
things move along with amazing smooth-
ness. Often enterprises which seem doomed
to failure by the apparent difficulties in the
way, are brought to successful accomplish-
ment when the aspects are thus made use of.
Every one knows how Hitler has employed
this branch of astrology to further his ne-
farious undertakings.

On the other hand, if aspects are ignored
and chance causes them to be exactly adverse
to the nature of the proposed enterprise,
even the most promising piece of work fre-
quently turns out to be abortive. The zo-
diac says “Stop™ or “Go™” and we ignore its
warning directions at our own risk. Nature
will do more than give us a ticket or impose
a small fine. She is likely to bring our

proposed accomplishment crashing about our |

ears.

By way of rounding out this thesis, a brief
description of some of the more obscure
characteristics of the twelve signs may be

noted. The writer, for many years, has'

made a mental collection of the more un-
usual traits which seem to be identified with
the different ‘signs, in the attempt to pro-
vide a reasonably reliable guide by which

a person’s dominant sign may be recognized

from his appearance and mannerisms, when
his birth time is unknown. It is not claimed
that this set of descriptions is infallible. A







5

ANCIENT WISDOM

August, 1942

"EARLIER ISSUES OF ANCIENT WISDOM
A COMPLETE EDU

CONTAIN

IN STREAMLINED LANGUAGE

SPECIAL OFFER:

Any 12 Back Numbers............cooooeee

2o ... $1.25 (Regular $2.40) 48

ANCIENT WISDOM was founded in March, 1935. Most back numbers are available
except a very few of the earliest which are out of print.
All available numbers (about 80) will be sent for $3.00 (Reqular $8.00).

ECONOMIC CHANGES
AHEAD FOR THE U. S.
[Continued from Page 41]

And as for the indications for money and
finance, we should heed the lessons which
this chart gives of placing the conjunction
in the 12th house; the endof all-things,
the necessity for sacrificing a great deal in
a money way, for the greater good of hu-
manity as a whole. We might also remem-
ber the dying words of a famous French
prime minister. Cardinal Mazzarin, who,
during the minority of Louis XIV exploited
the land of France, and assumed many king-
ly prerogatives to himself. Then, when he

“was on his deathbed, he had pangs of con-

science, so just before he died, he gave this
legacy to the young king: *‘Sire, never have
a prime minister.”

Saturn, placed in this 12th house, and in
a money sign, is the celestial finger point-
ing to us the end of an economic period
which produced some rather selfish attitudes
towards money. The dying word of Saturn,
as he conjoins Uranus and brings to a close
this financial period of our country might
be directed at industry, and we might im-

agine the message to our country’s business -

being something like thjs: NEVER HAVE
A BANKER ON YOUR BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS. ' .

This conjunction, my friends, is the swan
song of this age of great concentration of
wealth. Saturn, representing the old, the
established, the traditional, -comes to grips
with the newer, revolutionary trend of
Uranus, seeking not to acquire, but to"dis
tribute. It is hard to leave the old and the
secured routine of our economy, and Saturn
is a diehard planet. But Uranus beckons
us to a much brighter path, it promises us
changes,” some pretty bad upheavels, but

- always an adventure on a path that leads to

a more splendid and a more abundant life.

- (Offer Expires October 1st)

{
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Uranus will tear away and uproot the con-
centration of wealth which Saturn repre-
sents. It will take us into a cooperative
age, of greater production and far, far greater
distribution. Uranus has always been kind
for America, for the Aquarian way is the
American_way, and we’ll soon_be off on a
new cycle of adventure. Americans aren’t
afraid of change, and we shall come through
the next ten years just as well as we came
through Valley Forge and Bull Run and
Gettysburg.

NATURE'S BOOK OF REVELATION
[Continued from Page 45]
And all this is directly or more remotely

" the shadow of truth cast by the cloud that

intervenes between us and the sun.
.[To Be Continued]

IS EMBALMING INJURIOUS
TO THE SOUL
[Continued from Page 41]
to have placed difficulties in the way of the
clearance of the higher from the lower, or
made it contingent upon the particular
handling . the. body receives after death. It
is probable that complete unconsiousness, as
of dreamless sleep, takes place for two or
three days after "death, and that the de-
parted personality is not in any way discom-
moded by what is done to his erstwhile

C. E L
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If the idea of reincarnation is a delusion
and’ the belief. that. man ends with death
is real, the occultist may well exclaim, “Keep
your reality and leave me with my delusion.
I am a happier man deluded than you can
possibly be, hugging your real thing.”

CATION IN THE OCCULT

75 Cents (Reqular $1.20)
.... $2.00 (Regular $4.80)
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OCCULTISM IN THE BIBLE
[Continued from Page 43]

So much for the “historical” Abram, whc
may or may not have lived as some ancien
sheikh and whose life if he did live became
the foundation for one of the greatest sym
bolical stories occultism has ever told.

The symbolical Abram, in fact, is fas
more interesting than the historical charac
ter, for his journeyings have been taken by
each one of us. He is, in fact, the highes!

principle in man, the Atma, who come:
“south™ even as did Abram, in search of the
promised land his father could not reach.
We shall recount his Odyssey in fulle:
detail in the next instalment.
[To Be Continued]

, :

“I have gained more real knowl-
edge about the working of creative
thought from your "MIND MAGIC”
than from all the hundreds of books
I have read in the last twenty-five

”

years.

So said an old student of Psychol-
ogy to the author of "Mind Magic”
recently.

- You can obtain “Mind Magic”
- for 55 cenis fro;n

" ANCIENT WISDOM PRESS

320 Merchant’s Exchange Bldg. -
St. Louis, Mo.

8 for $1.50. Give the other two away.
& marvelous “approach” to Theosophy.
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