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THE LAST QUARTER OF
EACH CENTURY

Does It Bring A New Spiritual Impulse?
By CHARLES E. LuNTZ

(Continued from July)

Being satisfied that the Nineteenth
nd Eighteenth Centuries did certainly
)ear out the thesis that the closing 25
rears of each marked the birth of a
lew spiritual impulse, let us now turn
o the Seventeenth. In England in 1688
he notorious King James II was de-
hroned, ending the sovereignty of the
stuarts, in what was called The Glori-
us Revolution. The British regard this
wvent with a satisfaction akin to that
vhich Americans feel regarding their
wn Revolution a century later.

It really marked the beginning of
rue liberty in England and freedom
rom the tyranny of more or less auto-
ratic monarchs. It cannot be without
ignificance that both great Revolu-
ions which had worldwide repercus-
ions—and also the French Revolution
—took place in the last quarter of their
‘espective centuries.

In the closing years of the Fifteen
Jundreds, Francis Bacon wrote the
irst ten of his famous Essays. This
rery great man did much to revolu-
ionize scientific thought, paving the
way for the still greater precision of
nodern times. In philosophy he would
1ave no truck with medieval imagin-
ngs. He descended on the world like
v wholesome breeze, sweeping away
n wholesale fashion the erroneous
hought of countless prior generations.
Vlany Theosophists, on clairvoyant au-
hority, regard him actually as an
Adept, which may well be, although
some doubt is cast upon this degree of
spiritual exaltation by the fact that he
was convicted of bribery and corrup-
iion, a charge to which he pleaded
suilty.

On the other hand, it is possible, in
spite of the plea, that he was the vic-
iim of powerful and unscrupulous ene-
mies, and confessed to crimes of
which he was not guilty because he
realized the impossibility of successful
lefense. This is at least feasible in
view of the fact that the tremendous
fine of forty thousand pounds inflicted
on him was remitted by the king and
that he served only four days in the
Tower of the indeterminate sentence
the House of Lords imposed. Certainly
his giant intellect and the far-reaching
influence his ideas exercised for good
on the entire Western world seem
worthy even of an Adept. Bacon’s Es-
says and the works which followed did
indeed usher in a new spiritual im-
pulse. Emerson observes of him that
he “marks the influx of idealism -into
England,” and terms him a Platonist.

Not much research—not any, in fact,
is needed to place a finger on the im-
pulse of the last quarter of the Fif-
teenth Century. Obviously it was the

discovery of America in 1492—one of
the most important events in the his-
tory of the world.

(To Be Continued)

HEALING
By ErLrA WELGE

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and
He will sustain thee.—Psalms LV:22.

It is not necessary for anyone to be
burdened with problems to the extent
of mental and physical exhaustion.
There is a Spirit in man, namely the
Spirit of the Almighty, that giveth in-
spiration and guidance. When we cease
our human struggle and become calm
and quiet our mind is receptive to ideas
that reveal the right solution to our
difficulties. Every experience and
every problem tends to teach some les-
son that will increase our capacity for
receiving greater good. There is no
need to battle the storms of despair,
to be torn by doubts and fears, to fall
by the wayside in weakness. With
God’s aid we can go forward in life’s
procession, meeting challenges and do-
ing all that is required of us.

Too often we wait until the last
flicker of courage before we seek God.
“Awake thou that sleepeth, arise, and
Christ shall give thee light.” Eph. V:14.
This spiritual light points the way and
gives the inner assurance that all is
well. There will be an increase of
health, peace and harmony for those
who persevere in meditation and ap-
plication of spiritual principles. Walk-
ing in the light that shines from with-
in, we become positive, fearless and
free.

All requests for the ministrations of
the healing group should be made to
Mrs. Ella Welge in care of the The-
osophical Society of St. Louis, 5108
Waterman Ave., St. Louis 8, Mo.

"ONLY THE CREDULOUS .. ."

See ANCIENT WISDOM May., 1952 for
explanation of above caption.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

“When the question is asked, ‘Where
were we before we were born?’ we
have a definite answer in the system
of slow development by incarnation,
with long intervals of spirit rest be-
tween, while otherwise we have no
answer, though we must admit that it
is inconceivable that we have been
born in time for eternity. Existence
afterwards seems to postulate existence
before.

“As to the natural question, ‘Why,
then, do we not remember such exist-
ences?’ we may point out that such re-
membrance would enormously compli-
cate our present life, and that such ex-
istences may well form a cycle which
is all clear to us when we come to the
end of it, when perhaps we may see a
whole rosary of lives threaded upon
one personality.

“The convergence of so many lines
of theosophic and Eastern thought up-
on this one conclusion, and the explan-
ation which it affords in the supple-
mentary doctrine of karma of the ap-
parent injustice of any single life, are
arguments in its favour and so per-
haps are those vague recognitions and
memories which are occasionally too
definite to be easily explained as
atavistic impressions.”

(Editor’s Note: The above reasoning
is from the pen of the gifted creator of
Sherlock Holmes. Can it be that a
mind capable of drawing deductions
so penetratingly that his central char-
acter has become immortal is to be
classed with the poor wretches describ-
ed by a reader who “inspired” this
series? “Only the credulous,” he wrote
“believe in reincarnation.” We have
reproduced the beliefs of some of these
“credulous” and intend printing more.
The “credulous” comprise some of the
most powerful intellects ever to be
born on this planet.)

FALLACIES MASQUERADING
AS THEOSOPHY

That one cannot be a Theosophist if
he eats meat.

(Which would have ruled out Ma-
dame Blavatsky and Col. Olcott, both
of whom did).

That one cannot be a Theosophist if
he smokes.

(Which would also have barred
H.P.B,, who smoked cigarettes con-
stantly).

That one cannot be a Theosophist if
he drinks liquor.

(Which would have kept out A. P.
Sinnett, who liked claret with his din-
ner).

That to use creative thought to ac-
quire anything for onmeself is “Black
Magic.”

(Something Jesus evidently didn’t
know when he uttered the mighty
formula beginning, ‘“Whatsoever ye
ask and pray for .. .”).

That astrology is untheosophical.

(Let’s put the Secret Doctrine,
which has over 200 favorable refer-
ences to astrology, on the Index Lib-
rorum Prohibitorum).

That one cannot be a Theosophist
unless he accepts everything written
by Annie Besant and C. W. Leadbeater
as true.

(Although both vehemently denied
infallibility).

That one is untheosophical if he op-
poses any official policy, international,
national or local.

(So farewell freedom of thought, as
laliid down by the T.S. General Coun-
cil).

That one is not a Theosophist unless
he accepts as a fact the existence of the
Masters.

(Continued on Page 76)
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WHAT MAKES SENSE?

Makes No Sense That—

One should blame the Deity for not
eating a perfect world, void of suf-
ring and wrongdoing, where every-
1e, even the children, would be para-
ms of virtue and the animals, birds,
sects and reptiles (if any) would not
it each other.

Makes Sense That—
A world of this description would be
1 impossible field for evolution as all
;s creatures, sprung full-grown into
ultlessness, would be will-less pup-
its, innocent because ignorant, right-
us because incapable of wickedness,
intly because never tempted.

% * * *
Makes No Sense That—
As this is exactly the condition of
e monad (ultimate spirit in man)
rfore he chooses to descend through
e lower planes to gain experience
'd become “as gods knowing good and
il,” critics of things as they are
uld not have had the kind of world
ey want merely by staying in it.

Makes Sense That—

As, according to occult teaching, we
| lived in that Monadic world count-
ss eternities before deciding to ven-
re forth into this one, presumably
2 had had enough of it, at least for
e time being, and wanted something
is condition of eternal quietude and
stasy could not give us.

* * % *

Makes No Sense That—

This should be regarded as unnatural
unlikely, when many persons born
wealth, luxury and gratification of
ery wish, have often renounced these
wantages for lives of adventure,
wdship and denial.

Makes Sense That—
Evidently there is something in the
akeup of a human being that, when
anifested, rejects too easy a life—
pecially in a young human being,
d the Monad though ageless, is very
ung when he makes the choice, not
en having been born onto the lower
anes.

* * * *
Makes No Sense That—
As the Monad wanted to be an active
stead of a merely passive divinity,
.d as this earth life is one part of the
gged training needed for so exalted
consummation, he should, as a per-
nality, resent what he asked for as
Monad.

Makes Sense That—

While the “basic training” on this
anet is stiff, and often unpleasant, it
usually leavened with much that is
reeable—a beneficent provision of
ture to ease the load.

* * * *

Makes No Sense That—

The fact should be ignored that even
e lowlier creatures also experience

a large measure of the joy of living,
their “education” for a higher step in
evolution mainly involving the practice
of special skills for preserving life and
avoiding sudden death.

It Makes Sense That—

It should be recognized that suffer-
ing in the animal and allied kingdoms
is mostly brief, coming when the crea-
ture is killed by one of its natural ene-
mies or by man.

* * * ¥
It Makes No Sense That—

When the reason for the many dis-
tresses of human life are understood,
one should resignedly accept these
miseries as “the will of God,” when
obviously the will of God is for us to
d;: everything possible to overcome
them.

It Makes Sense That—

If this were not so, our present civil-
ization would not exist, as it has been
achieved in every last particular by
man refusing to be resigned to hamp-
ering conditions but using his creative
thought, his faith, his mind, his skills
and his vision of what could be to
bring about what is.

OCCULTISM IN THE BIBLE
(Continued from Page 69)

of Eden fable, the Noah legend, the
969 years of Methuselah’s age and the
heartless act of Abraham in being
ready to offer up his son to the Lord
on divine command.

Exodus has about as many wonders
to the square inch as Genesis, if not
more. They have their true and exalted
meanings, as we shall see. So first let
us take the literal word and ascertain
how logical or otherwise it appears if
regarded as history.

Jacob or Israel and his children and
grandchildren—perhaps their children
and grandchildren too as the old gen-
tleman was 130 years of age—totaled
66 according to Genesis XLVI:26, and
70 according to Exodus I:5. As the
pious declare that the Bible cannot
err, we leave to them the task of recon-
ciling these two irreconcilable figures.
This should be easy as compared with
some of the conflicts they have to rec-
oncile.

“And the children of Israel were
fruitful, and increased abundantly, and
multiplied, and waxed exceeding
mighty; and the land was filled with
them.” The new Pharaoh, “which
knew not Joseph,” was disturbed by
this phenomenon, which after all might
have been anticipated by the old Phar-
aoh when he let those 70 or 66 people
from Canaan settle in the land. His
solution was to enslave these aliens
and make them unpaid laborers. This
he did and, says the account, “they
built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pith-
om and Raamses.” What a “treasure
City” could be is somewhat obscure—
perhaps a sort of Egyptian Fort Knox.

“But the more they afflicted them,

-~

the more they multiplied and grew,”
says the Bible. Increasing their bur-
dens did no good. They were made
field hands, common laborers, flunkies
of all kinds. Nothing stopped their con-
tinued multiplication.

Then Pharaoh, who perhaps was a
former incarnation of the Ilate unla-
mented Fuehrer (even the words
sound the same) had—as he thought—
a brilliant idea. To usher in the huge
army of children that kept on being
born to the Israelites there were, if the
Bible is to be believed, just two mid-
wives. The scriptural writer gives us
the unnecessary information that the
name of the one was Shiphrah and the
name of the other Puah, but he does
not tell us how these two lone women
could cope with the terrific influx of
births. But the midwife business must
have been extraordinarily good, as-
suming that they ever got paid by the
pauper slaves for whom they perform-
ed the office.

Anyway Pharaoh called in those two
overworked midwives and ordered
them to kill all the boy babies as soon
as they were born but to let the girl
babies live. Doubtless the monarch had
plans for the latter after they had
grown up. “But the midwives feared
God and did not as the king of Egypt
command them.” Whereupon the an-
gered king summoned the pair before
him and fiercely demanded an ex-
planation.

After hearing the explanation, such
as it was, it is amazing that the Mes-
dames Shiphrah and Puah were not at
once fed to the crocodiles. Here it is:

“And the midwives said unto Phar-
aoh, Because the Hebrew women are
not as the Egyptian women; for they
are lively, and are delivered ere the
midwives come in unto them.”

Instead of thundering “A likely ex-
cuse!” as might be expected, the Phar-
aoh, who apparently was not very
bright, seems to have accepted the ex-
planation. The account continues,
“Therefore God dealt well with the
midwives.” And they seem to have
been doing very well even before that.
The next verse tells us “and it came to
pass, because the midwives feared God,
that he made them houses.” The poor
creatures apparently were homeless
and it is difficult to imagine a more de-
serving case than that of a midwife,
servicing hundreds of families day and
night, and with no residence of her
own in which to retire when she was
through—if ever.

So the Pharaoh thought up another
scheme and issued the edict to his peo-
ple, “Every son that is born ye shall
cast into the river, and every daughter
ye shall save alive.”

That didn’t work either, but it led
to a very interesting development hav-
ing to do with the career of one of his-
tory’s most important characters—to
wit, an infant named Moses.

(To Be Continued)
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING MADE EASY

Millions of dollars are spent every Christmas for gift sub-
scriptions to the popular magazines. These have long been
recognized as suitable Christmas presents.

ANCIENT WISDOM,., therefore, feels it may suggest, with
good grace, that an even more acceptable Christmas remem-
brance for those likely to have a spark of interest in metaphysi-

A ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO ANCIENT WISDOM
{(We send caxd saying it is from you) :

This costs only $2.00. If you would like to make it a little
more elaborate—and even more helpful—add the three man-

BACK TO EARTH (Reincarnation In Modern Dress)
UNFINISHED BUSINESS (The Why And How Of Karma)
MIND MAGIC (The Mechanics} Of Creative Thought)
These three will cost only $1.50 extra making the entire

gift, $3.50. What could you buy with $3.50 that could possibly
be of such permanent value to the recipient?

A good thought, don't you think? And we send you our
good thought for the coming holiday season.

ORDER FROM ANCIENT WISDOM,
320 MERCHANTS' EXCHANGE BLDG.. ST. LOUIS 2, MO.
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sciousness. The prophets of old, and
‘he modern ones who profess to teach,
idmonish us to endure adversity with
what fortitude we can summon and
rommand. But when we have reached
‘his point in our evolution, adversity
may not be necessary, and the future
»f humanity may be along the path of
aappiness. It will be just as easy to
earn by means of happy events in-
stead of through sad ones. We will
then have come to the end of one road,
and we are ready to proceed along the
next one. We will be prepared after
we have had the full deposit of experi-
anice.

To sum up: Our evolution is a proc-
ess of formation and growth. That
which endures is not one or another
association of forms, but this process
of which the cosmos is the product, and
of which these are merely transitory
expressions.

And the ultimate goal, what may
that be? That is so far distant in the
future that it is too dim to describe ac-

curately or even to assert definitely.
Goals extend beyond goals. There are
certain faculties still latent in man

which in due time, when properly de-
veloped, may point the way towards
our destination. In the meantime,
whether or not we like it, we are re-
quired to stop a while at the local sta-
tions. SPEED DOES NOT SHORTEN
THE ROAD.

PERSONALITIES
(Continued from Page 71)

sure they won’t take. Your views and
arguments would make a much greater
impression if you omitted the person-
alities. Make your case by all means if
you think you have one. Cite your evi-
dence and document it. But if you ex-
pect thinking people on the other side
to give it serious attention leave out
the abuse, the reflection on the good
faith of those who, whether you agree
or not, have done so much more for the
welfare of Theosophy and The Theo-

sophical Society than all the host of
their belittlers combined.

ANCIENT WISDOM does plenty of
criticizing on its own account. It calls
wrong beliefs into question, tries to
show where they are wrong. It presents
what it believes to be true Theosophy
with all the vigor at its command. It is
not awed by assumed authority at any
level in the Society, knowing that such
authority is only assumed and that
there is, by the very nature of Theo-
sophy, none such. But ANCIENT WIS-
DOM has never knowingly resorted to
personalities and never questioned the
motives or good faith of any Theoso-
phist, even of those who have most bit-
terly assailed it. That is not our way,
and while moral scruples do enter in,
there is another reason. It’s the quick-
est possible way to ruin your case.

FALLACIES
(Continued from Page 72)

(We do, but we will uphold vigor-
ously the right of any T.S. member to
reject it).

That Theosophists are “older souls”
than the rest of humanity.

(Some, maybe. And some maybe
much younger).

That one should read only the
“right” theosophical books, and any
book containing the slightest criticism
of the movement or the leaders should
be studiously avoided. :

(Following the Roman Catholic and
the Christian Science pattern).

That use of the word “God” is un-
theosophical, as the Masters objected
to it, but it is all right to employ the
words Brahma, Ishvara, The Logos and
other foreign terms which mean the
same thing.

(The Masters objected to the “God”
of the Eighteen-eighties as an inappro-
priate synonym for the Universal Life.
The word’s connotation today is, for all
but the traditional believers and even
for many of them, vastly different).

That karma is punishment for the
bad things you did in a previous life
or reward for the good things.

(Then why call it karma? Why not
the wrath or favor of God as preached
by the orthodox religions?).

“Whatever there is to know,
That shall we know one day.” .
—Dante Gabriel Rossetti

“The great man is the man who does
a thing for the first time.”
—Alexander Smith

“They fail, and they alone, who have
not striven.” —Thomas Bailey Aldrich

Several incidents in my life have
convinced me of spiritual interposition
—of the promptings of some beneficent
force outside ourselves, which tries to
help us where it can.

—A. Conan Doyle



