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WHAT MAKES SENSE?

It Makes No Sense That—

A Theosophist should accept any-
thing spiritual on faith alone, if repug-
nant to his reason.

It Makes Sense That—

While “reasoning” may be different
with each individual, a “reasonable”
test seems to be: Is it logical? Does it
serve a good purpose? Does it seem in
accordance with Divine Justice, Lov-
ingkindness and Wisdom?

* * * *
It Makes No Sense That—

One should feel it presumptuous thus
to set up standards by which to gauge
pronouncements regarding the work-
ings of Deity, remembering the im-
mortal words of Whittier: “Nothing
can be good in Him that evil is in me.”

[t Makes Sense That—

As even the most orthodox religions
agree that man has in him the Divine
Spark, unfolded intuition joined to
reason should enable him to distin-
guish the logical from the illogical, the
wise from the unwise, the just from
the unjust.

* * *
It Makes No Sense That— ]

The fact that a statement appears in
1 book or books held by some to be
infallible or is made by a man or men
regarded by some as infallible, should
warrant such statement being accept-
ed on faith without proof of its au-
thenticity.

[t Makes Sense That—

As infallibility, in spiritual things at
least, is obviously impossible to prove,
whether of man or of book, those who
srefer to think for themselves in sqch
natters appear to have no alternative
sut to rely on their own Pest judgment.

* * *

't Makes No Sense That—

Because such reliance is roundly con-
lemned by doctrinaires who have their
»ywn motives for demanding that their
ightest declarations be accepted as
natters of faith, this attitude should
nfluence a free mind.

t Makes Sense That—

As freedom of thought in all spirit-
1al matters is one of man’s most price-
ess_possessions, he should refuse sur-
‘ender of this “inalienable right,” un-
ess, of course, he is among those who,
n spiritual affairs, feel unequal to the
ask of constructing their own philos-

‘phy‘ * * * *

t Makes No Sense That—

The fact should be ignored that many
reople view with horror the breaking
way from their indoctrinated religi-
s views and are prepared to accept
mquestioningly whatever interpreta-
ion of life here and hereafter may be
aid down for them.

t Makes Sense That—
The Theosophist should recognize

that his business is not with these but
rather with the thousands or millions
of those dissatisfied with conventional
teachings who are eagerly seeking a
coherent explanation of the so-called
“mysteries” of life and death.
* * * *

It Makes No Sense That—

The Theosophist should be in any
way influenced by the misconceptions
of those who, because he refuses blind
faith, believe him to be godless or ir-
religious, when the true Theosophist
has the greatest faith of all because it
is based on reason, experience and
knowledge. ‘

It Makes Sense That—

While the above may seem an over-
statement, many Theosophists will
recognize from their repeated experi-
ence that if life is lived as though the-
osophical teachings are true (as indeed
they are), the results themselves as
evidenced in the life, will furnish their
own proofs of the truth of the teach-
ings.

- COMPLIMENTS IN BIBLE TIMES
(Continued from Page 53)

The only evidence of her reaction to
these extraordinary comparisons is
the pleading of her beloved to “turn
away thine eyes from me for they
have overcome me,” and his shocked
observation that she is “terrible as an
army with banners.”

Oriental ladies of the centuries be-
fore Christ may have possessed dif-
ferent ideas of what constituted adula-
tion than their Twentieth Century oc-
cidental counterparts. It seems quite
certain, however, that if a newly mar-
ried man of 1955 informed his bride
that her hair was “as a flock of goats,
her teeth as twin-bearing sheep (all
bicuspids?), her neck like an ivory
tower built for an arsenal and her
eyes like fishponds,” he would un-
doubtedly find her “terrible as an
army with banners.” .

A King James Bible in our posses-
sion bearing date of 1867 describes
this Song Of Solomon (which it is
quite certain Solomon never sung) as
“The church’s love unto Christ.” The

Jews exoterically looked upon it as an

allegorical expression of God’s love
for his “chosen people.” Modern schol-
ars assert it is merely a collection of
erotic poetry such as is recited at Syr-

ian weddings in the near-East.

Theory No. 1 may be dismissed as
absurd, the author or authors of the
poem never having heard either of
Christ or of a church.

Theory No. 2 is an obvious rational-
ization intended to justify the inclu-
sion of the work in the sacred canon,
inasmuch as the real reason was eso-
teric and beyond the comprehension of
the masses.

Theory No. 3 is the usual attempt
to interpret allegory as literalism, dis-
regarding the fact that scripture was

seldom or never written with intent
to be either literal or historical. Cer-
tainly it would not have been allowed
to enter the collection of books known
as the Bible if it was no more than an
arrangement of secular love songs.

The reader, familiar with Biblical
symbology from the many articles on
the subject in ANCIENT WISDOM,
will probably have discerned its real
meaning. It is the yoga, the union, of
the personality with the SELF that is
here symbolized by the love of man
and woman. There is nothing unique
or even unusual in this symbology. It
is constantly found in the scriptures
of all nations, in their sacred sculp-
tures and pictures, and in such works
as the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.
Even Krishnamurti speaks of the SELF
as the Beloved.

The extravagant admiration heaped
upon various sections of the loved
one’s anatomy is, of course, astrologi-
cal. The neck (Venus), the nose,
teeth and head (Mars), the eyes (Sun
and Moon) and the various other parts
of the physique, none of which is
missed in the poem, all represent the
highest spiritual qualities ruled by
these planets, (the signs also) which
it is the aim of evolution to perfect
and which, when final yoga is attain-
ed, will be present in their full per-
fection.

Compliments in Bible times were
certainly fantastic from our modern
viewpoint. But the times and the
modes of expression were the times
and the modes of the people who liv-
ed in them and who employed them.

And, as the old Roman proverb de-
clares, altera tempora, altera mores.*

*Other times, other usages.

BASIC THEOSOPHY “CAPSULES”
(Continued from Page 53)

ing free men and women, free intel-
lectually, free morally, unprejudiced in
all respects, and above all things, un-
selfish. This is the theosophical idea of
education. .
Visitor—That sounds good to me.
Now please tell me something about
the organization that sponsors it.
Theosophist—The Theosophical So-
ciety teaches no new religion, aims to
destroy no old one, promulgates no
creed of its own, follows no religious
leader, and distinctly and emphatically
is not a sect nor ever was one. It ad-
mits worthy people of any religion to
membership on condition of mutual
tolerance and mutual help to discover
truth. The founders have never con-
sented to be taken as religious leaders,
they repudiate any such idea, and they
have not taken and will not take dis-
ciples. The Society is not composed of
atheists, nor is it any more conducted
in the interest of atheism than in that
of deism or polytheism. It has members
of almost every religion, and is on
equally friendly terms with each and
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African Gold Coast.

finished reading them.

to merit both.

THANKS FOR BOTH
* K Kk %

The Editor returned from the T.S. Convention to find a
huge stack of ANCIENT WISDOM muail that had piled up dur-
ing his one-week absence and which took him an entire eve-
ning to read. It came from every part of the country and a
good deal of it from foreign countries, including Burma and the

Largely it was a response to our July appeal for sub-
scriptions and donations to help tide us over, as one reader put
it, the “hot weather trickle.” But included in nearly every let-
ter were appreciative remarks regarding ANCIENT WISDOM
articles, encouraging comments on its method of presentation,
and heartwarming approval of its attempt to give the age-old
teachings in intelligible and rational form.

The greatest reward any editor could ask! They light-
ened our day—or rather our night, for it was late when we

We have acknowledged all where a reply seems called
for. But we extend our gratitude to all—to those who helped
us financially and to those who helped us with their commen-
dation. In many cases it was both. We shall continue to try

swiftest progress at the stage he has
reached. And incidentally a very great
scientist and heredity expert, Alfred
Russell Wallace, was an International
Vice-President of The Theosophical
Society and therefore an ardent believ-
er in reincarnation.

The trouble with all these superficial
attacks on the magnificent Divine
Truth of Reincarnation is just their

superficiality. Hardly ever does the

critic bother to familiarize himself with
the deep implications—the Divine Jus-
tice, Compassion and Love—inherent
in this stupendous Scheme for the per-
fection of us all. Shallow objections
that can be demolished almost with the
stroke of a pen are made to masquer-
ade as profundities. The objector sets
up a straw bogy which has no remote
resemblance to the living reality and
proceeds to annihilate his fantastic cre-
ation with vigorous blows and slashes.

Unfortunately, while Mr. Graham
commands an audience and a reader-
ship of many millions, readers of AN-
CIENT WISDOM number only a few
thousand, but his misconceptions of
reincarnation, for all that, are not like-
ly to do more than merely reinforce
the misconceptions of this Truth al-
ready existing in the minds of most of
his readers.

We have always claimed that every

objection to rebirth could be answered
effectively and without evasion. In-
deed so puny are all the objections to
it that we ever came across that some
years ago we formulated a powerful
list of objections of our own, any one
of which was far more formidable than
the parroted stuff that is the stock-in-
trade of the majority of objectors. We
also answered them. They can be found
under the title, “Real Problems Of Re-
incarnation” in former issues of AN-
CIENT WISDOM.

There wasn’t much effort involved
in dealing with the views of the Rev.
Billy Graham, but if any reader thinks
we overlooked anything or dodged an-
swering any of the points Mr. Graham
made, we invite him to write us what
it is, how and why. Then we will be
more than glad to go into it further,
providing that some real basis is shown
for our doing so.

(The End)

THANKS TO AN ANONYMOUS DONOR

We received some weeks ago a $5.00
bill from Oak Park, Illinois, accom-
panied by no name or local address.
We like to acknowledge all help of this
kind and thank the generous giver in
the only way open to us for his or her
kind thought.

DO NOT FORCE BELIEF
(Continued from Page 57)

The truth, no matter from what
source it comes, is Theosophy, for The-
osophy embraces all truth. But truth
is not necessarily what someone, very
articulate, says it is. For each of us
truth is what our highest reason and
our most exalted intitutions proclaim
is truth. We can and should gather the
knowledge that contributes to this end
result from every quarter in which we
have confidence. We should listen
even to what our opponents have to
say for we must not prejudge, must
not have bias nor pride of opinion.
Then, with all the evidence we can
obtain before us, we should decide
strictly for ourselves.

That, as we see it, is the theosophical
way. It is not the way of traditional-
ism or orthodoxy or conformity or con-
ventionality. But for the thinker—and
all Theosophists worthy of the name
are thinkers—it is the only way to
wellbeing, to peace of mind and to
emancipation from the thralldom and
hurtfulness of “the dharma of another.”

THE HISTORY OF ST. LOUIS LODGE
(Continued from Page 56)
ciety of St. Louis a building so admir-
ably adapted to our every need that
the Lodge Deva who, one of our clair-
voyant members insisted was taking
care of us, must have directed us to it.
And the purchase price was $15,000.00,
which was, to the penny, the exact
amount we had in our Building Fund.
But so important an event certainly
rates an installment to itself.
(To Be Continued)

CORRECTION

A reader points out that in the April
issue, page 17, article entitled “The
Adversary,” the word in paragraph 4,
spelled “scrapegoat” should be scape-
goat. The error was typographical and
we thank our reader for calling atten-
tion to it.

The knowledge that we arrive at
through our own mental processes is
just as valid a revelation as that given
to us by anyone who lived in the past.

—F. W. Bailes in
“Your Mind Can Heal You.”

“So after the death-winter, it
must be
God will not put strange signs in
heavenly places,
The old love shall look out from
the old faces.”
—Adeline Whitney

“Slander, like Death, loves a shin-
ing mark.” —Charles B. Fairbanks

THE ZODIAC IN KIPLING
Virgo
The sons of Martha favour their

Mother of the careful soul and the
troubled heart.—The Sons of Martha




