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EUROPEAN VISTA
By CuarLes E. LuNTz

(Continued from February)

Rome is a breath-taking city. An
aura of the past surrounds it so defin-
itely that if the visitor is at all sensi-
tive it haunts him throughout his stay.
Theosophists who have taken European
incarnations during the last eighteen
zenturies may not unlikely have made
oilgrimages to the place and, before
that, when it was the capital of the
rivilized world, may have visited it for
susiness, sightseeing or other reasons.

A curious vague sense of familiarity
seemed to be present, but this may
1ave been due merely to seeing pictures
r movies of the streets and buildings.
The admonition, “Never assign an oc-
*ult reason to something which can be
:xplained on physical grounds,” is one
we have always endeavored to follow.
Consequently we dismissed from our
nind any attempt to connect the slight
sense of recognition with some bygone
:xperience.

Our temporary abode was the very
splendid Hotel Excelsior, where we lit-
:rally dwelt in marble halls, and it was
10 dream. Neither were the prices, said
;0 be the highest of any hotel in Europe,
which we can well believe. The writer
iound all this magnificence, reminiscent
f a palace of the Caesars, rather over-
sowering. The tremendous ceilings,
seriod furniture, hushed atmosphere
ind general air of spacious dignity did
10t seem out of place, however, in
ome, a dignified city if ever there
was one.

The dignity did not always hold, even
n Rome. We had not walked a block on
wur first journey of exploration before
1 young woman, rather well dressed,
ipproached us. “You give-a me dona-
ion,” she commanded. Commanded is
’he word—there was nothing of a re-
juest or even of a suggestion about it.
Viildly we inquired, “What is the do-
1ation for?” “For ME,” the girl replied,
-aising her voice into an impatient
thriek, evidently implying “for whom
slse should it be?” Not being as yet
‘amiliar with the value of Italian
noney, we handed, her ten liras, where-
ipon she pulled a frightful face and
scurried away. C oo

We discovered the reason for the
‘ace later when we looked up the ex-
thange rate on the lira and found we
1ad given her exactly 1% cents.

A block further on another signora
ronverged on us. Her technique was
jomewhat different but her language
‘he same. She placed a small flag in our
»uttonhole with one hand, extending
‘he other with the “give-a me donation”
routine. With the memory of the scowl-
ng face that greeted our previous

nunificence, we decided we had had.

:nough. “No,” we replied firmly. “Then
rou give-a me back the flag,” howled
’he damsel, almost tearing it from our
oat and rushing across the street to

another likely-looking American pros-
pect.

To get the lighter incidents out of the
way before dwelling on the really
worthwhile impressions of our short
stay in the “Eternal City,” we might
mention another. In European hotels
shoes are left outside the door at night
and returned with something euphemis-
tically termed a polish in the morning.
Whereupon the porter or other func-
tionary who does the shining has to be
duly tipped and it is not difficult to
find him lurking hopefully in the offing
for that purpose.

Like other Americans, we were some-
what dubious about this modus oper-
andi, and we did not leave our shoes
outside any hotel room door. Nothing
happened to us anywhere on account of
this dereliction except in Rome. Early
in the morning came a thunderous bang
on the door. On opening it the porter
pushed by us, quickly scanned the
room, observed shoes under the bed
and triumphantly bore them off with-
out a word—which we would not have
understood anyway. Fifteen minutes
later he returned them, with an expect-
ant gleam in his eye. We meekly hand-
ed him fifty liras. The following night
we put our shoes outside the door. They
have their own ways of softening up
Americans.

Rome is a city of marvels but when
our thoughts turn back to it they al-
ways seem to fasten themselves on the
Vatican galleries, containing works of
the greatest artists of all time. Amaz-
ingly these paintings, centuries old, ap-
pear as fresh, clean and beautiful as if
painted yesterday. We will not attempt
to describe them—firstly because we
are not an artist and secondly because
that task has been undertaken thou-
sands of times by those of great capa-
bility, who have performed it well.

We were, however, intrigued with a
little anecdote related by our guide—
a thirty-third degree Mason, by the
way—as we stood before the Last
Judgment by Michelangelo in the Sis-
tine Chapel. A Cardinal who had per-
sistently criticized and harassed the
great painter appears on the painting
with asses’ ears and surrounded by the
flames of hell. Originally painted with-
out the fire but with the unmistakable
ears, the indignant dignitary insisted
that Michelangelo remove these ap-
pendages forthwith. The painter’s re-
ply was to add the wunquenchable
flames.

Furiously the cardinal invoked the
aid of the Pope to extirpate the ‘“sacri-
lege,” and probably the painter as well.
The pontiff, who must have had a sense
of humor, listened calmly to the raging
prelate’s story and then remarked, “If
Michelangelo has put you in hell, in
ﬂeil you stay. No one ever gets out of

e '”

Theosophists, familiar with the black
pages in the history of the Church—the
Inquisition, the burnings, persecutions,

religious massacres and general intoler-
ance—sometimes inquire what purpose
could be served in the Divine Scheme
in permitting an institution with so
many iniquities to its discredit to flour-
ish and prosper, and gather into its
fold a huge proportion of the entire
Christian world. : :

Aside from the fact that men and in-
stitutions are permitted to work out
their own destinies without divine in-
terference other than to prevent wreck-
age of the entire scheme of spiritual
evolution, there seem to be other major
reasons. They may be summarized as:

(1) The need of a large section of the
people to be told in spiritual matters
what to believe and what to reject. Pre-
posterous as such an idea may be to the
Theosophist, to those who accept it the
theosophical freedom of thought in mat-
ters of belief is even more preposterous.

(2) The “good works” for which the
Church has been responsible—the hos-
pitals, charitable institutions, benevo-
lent societies and countless other proj-
ects for helping the helpless and re-
lieving distress. Perhaps these good
works count heavily in the karmic
books against the “bad works” that
blot the record. For we do know that as
with individuals, so with groups and
organizations and nations—whatever
there is of good is used to the uttermost
by the Intelligences that guide evolu-
tion. Whatever there is of bad must
bring its appropriate -correctional-kar-—
ma which soon or late will eradicate it,
leaving the good triumphant. This can
be seen in the karma of the Church,
which has known and still knows bit-
ter persecution, schisms, losses, sever-
ance from its temporal power and de-
struction of its influence in many coun~
tries.

(3) The amassing by reason of its
great wealth of such treasures of art as
cannot be duplicated anywhere in the
world. Surely this is no mean reason
for the preservation of an institution
which alone had the foresight and the
means to bring together so priceless a
product of the world’s greatest genius-
es. These are not hoarded but are dis-
played for the enlightenment and in-
spiration of all the world, either direct
or through reproductions. As we gazed
at that marvelous display we felt that
the Church could be forgiven a lot in
consideration of having done so much
for the world’s culture. Curious that it
should have developed enlightenment
and ignorance side by side. But para-
dox of that kind seems interwoven in
the deeds of men.

Visiting several of the magnificent
churches, centuries old, a spectacle in
one church, the name of which has es-
caped us, is not likely soon to be for-
gotten. On the stairs, said to be taken
from the palace of Pontius Pilate,
scores of persons were kneeling. But
they were doing more than kneeling.
They were climbing the stairs from

(Continued on Page 51)
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WHAT MAKES SENSE?

: Makes No Sense That—

0Odd departures from traditional the-
sophic teachings, merely in the inter-
st of being “different” should be
lopted by Theosophists.

. Makes Sense That—
While every Theosophist is com-
letely free to accept or reject any
raching he sees fit, this freedom, if
sed rightly, would certainly seem to
aply study, analysis, reasoning and
idgment of the occult statements put
xfore him. _

* & * *
Makes No Sense That—
Irrational assertions which run
wnter both to the pioneer teachings
* Blavatsky and Sinnett and also to
ose of the later researchers, Besant,
eadbeater, Jinarajadasa and Hodson,
would be accepted without -careful
ymparison and the weighing of evi-
mmce for and against their probability.

Makes Sense That—
Such superficially appealing ideas as
amediate reincarnations, changeless-
sss of the “sex” of the Ego, birth un-
or each zodiacal sign in turn, or alter-
ition of sex with each incarnation,
‘e among those which conflict with
ie generally accepted teachings and
hich, on that account, call for espe-
ally close examination before they
‘e allowed to displace the latter in the
ind.

* * * *
Makes No Sense That—
On this account they should be re-
irded as theosophical heresies or the
ember who accepts them as a heretic,
! he is exercising his freely conceded
ght of choice.

Makes Sense That—
While none of the theosophical lead-
s mentioned above are authoritative
the point that their statements are
any way binding on Theosophists, as
ese statements are based either on di-
ct information from the Adepts or on
rsonal clairvoyant observation, or on
ith, they are at least persuasive as
rainst those which *contradict them.
* * *
Makes No Sense That—
The assertions as to the source of the
formation contained in the previous
wagraph should be considered au-
entic unless the vast evidence of its
rrectness available in T.S. literature,
id the interior evidence of the state-
ents themselves, appear to the in-
irer to support them.

Makes Sense That—

As they have been minutely examin-
, analyzed, questioned and passed
on by men and women of fine intel-
ots, fully qualified to judge, and have
.en accepted as genuine or at least
ghly probable, they should not read-
r be rejected in favor of contradictory
achings which have met no such tests.

It Makes No Sense That—

Dealing with one of the particular
conflicts cited, immediate reincarna-
tion, with no intermediate cycle for
absorption of the essence of experi-
ences of the previous life, should be
more likely than the spaced out re-em-
bodiments taught by Theosophy.

It Makes Sense That—

Taking another of the ones referred
to, the insistence that the sexless Ego
is male or female and remains so
through all its incarnations seems op-
posed to common sense—the Ego, a
spiritual being, needing sex only
through its personalities.

* * * *
It Makes No Sense That—

As regards the systematic birth un-
der or in each successive zodiacal sign
as life follows life, such a “tidy”
method should find favor with nature,
which is not concerned with maintain-
ing a mechanical system merely for the
sake of the system, but uses it only for
the results it will achieve.

It Makes Sense That—

Similarly, automatic change of sex
with change of personality is in the
same category—whichever sex is most
appropriate to the stage the Ego has
reached being allotted to his lower
representation, whether he incarnated
last time or the last half-dozen or more
times either as male or female.

PROSPERITY

By ELLA WELGE

But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness: and all these
things shall be added unto you.—Matt.
VI1:33.

In meditating upon the above state-
ment in the light of true prosperity it
becomes apparent that the ab t
life which has been promised to man,
must be earned, As he gradually comes
into the knowledge of being faithful in
his obedience to the law of giving and
receivinghand in letting the inner light
of truth shine into all his thinking and
living and into the world about him,
then(prosperity will be the natural and
inescapable resulf. In other words, the
law, when set info action, produces this
result without any anxious effort on
his part, for (the law of God,) under
whatever name we may give to it in
any particular circumstance,(is always
the law of abundance in all that is
good.”

Jn seeking first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness we turn our
thought and attention to the indwell-
ing spirit of life' and abundance, that
its wisdom™ and governing energy{may
guide us in the wise and constructive
use of ideas, talents and material
things that we have already acquired;

As a Bible writer wisely declaréd,
“There is that scattereth, and yet in-
creaseth; and there is that withholdeth
more than is meet, but it tendeth to

poverty.” Prov. XI:24*, which means
that our spending, giving and sharing
does not always depléete out store nor
s saving any guarantee of prosperity.
“The need is, to use wisely, fearlessly

"and freely that which we have at hand

under the intuitional guidance of the
indwelling spirit)which never makes a
mistake. '

"~ We, of ourselves, often try too hard
to get business, possessions or an in-
come. Our self-sufficiency or our fear
of failure actually closes the door to
success many times. We need to real-
ize that fg’reater is he that is in you,
than he that is the world)” I John IV:4.
(He that is within us knéws more about
our real needs than we'or -anyone else
and(he knows the most natural and har-
monious way in which these things can
be brought forth> To enjoy a prosperity _
that endures, that gives the supreme
gift of peace of mind and health of
body let us endeavor to find the inner
kingdom, the realm of divine ideas and
spiritual understanding and then reach
out to our fellow man and share with
him these rich gifts of the spirit.

As we seek to enlarge our capacity
for good by building into our lives the
attitudes and following the courses of
action that bring success, then all
things else (outward manifestations)
shall be added.

For the spiritual ministration of the
Healing Group write the group leader,
Mrs. Ella Welge, care of The Theosophi-
cal Society of St. Louis, 5108 Water-
man Ave., St. Louis 8, Mo.

*The new Revised Version renders this verse:
“One man gives freely, yet grows all the richer:

another withholds what he should give, and only
suffers poverty.”—Editor.

THE LOGIC OF THEOSOPHICAL
TEACHINGS
(Continued from Page 45)
ranging in height from 27 feet (4th)

_ to 173 feet for the 1st sub-race. The

figures are given in the Eastern scrip-
tures and have been confirmed by
modern clairvoyant research. How-
ever, no one need believe them if he
doesn’t want to.

It may be pointed out, however, as
this is a series on the logic of theoso-
phical teachings, that as it is certain,
from the fossilized remains of prehis-
toric animals, that these were of
enormous size, gradually shrinking in
the course of evolution, it is perfectly
reasonable that man’s physical body
should have run a similar course. No
fossils of these human giants have
been found because the Atlantean race
was wiped out by a succession of ter-
rible floods which destroyed its cities
and mest of its humanity. The sur-
vivors were the later sub-races that
were no longer gigantic. Fossils of
early Atlantean man, somehow pre-
served from the ravages of the water
may, however, yet be found.

Fossilized human remains which
scientists have tried to identify with
earliest man are, as a matter of fact,
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TAPE RECORDINGS OF

LECTURES BY CHARLES E. LUNTZ
* K K K

The gratifying demand for the lectures recorded on plat-
ters and the request of many readers for tape recordings is re-
sponsible for the following offer:

TAPES OF 1 HOUR LECTURES (Y2 hour each side) PRICE

$6.00 each, (postage paid):

1. WE ARE BEING EDUCATED FOR POWER, PERFEC-
FECTION AND DIVINITY.

2. THEOSOPHY — SCIENCE OF THE FUTURE.
3. FOURTH DIMENSIONAL SIGHT — AND WHAT IT

SEES.

4. THE TEMPORARY CHANGE CALLED DEATH.
5. YOUR THOUSANDS OF “THOUGHT” SERVANTS.

6. WHAT WE CAN DO WITH THE UNRIVALLED
KNOWLEDGE TERMED THEOSOPHY.

7. ARE THERE CONFLICTS IN THE BIBLE? IF SO WHY?

Order from ANCIENT WISDOM PRESS,
320 Merchants’ Exchange Bldg., St. Louis, Mo.
Proceeds in full to The Theosophical Society of St. Louis

wrough which Julius Caesar often
assed. This is possible though, like the
'ontius Pilate stairs, not subject to any
erification that would be accepted in
court of law.

The catacombs, which we visited the
ext day, are authentic, however. The
nide was not allowed to enter, his of-
ce being taken over by a young priest
ith an Oxford accent that fascinated
s, Oxford accents not being common
» priests in the United States. The
itacombs of Rome are the most ex-
msive known to man. These chilly
;sidences of the long departed—or
ither of their mouldering bones—are
oout as depressing as any haunts into
‘hich we have wandered in the present
icarnation. Tier upon tier of graves,
nrelieved except for an occasional
teleton which somehow had become
nearthed and grinned upon us, were
luminated only by occasional lights of
w wattage overhead. The effect was
1at of apparently calculated eeriness.
Te were glad to step up the long wind-
1g passages into the light of day.
Rome by night from one or more of
s seven hills is a dream city. We saw,

of course, the Colosseum, the Pantheon,
the Victor Emmanuel statue and as
many of the rest of the monuments as
our brief stay enabled us to take in.
But as this series is not written for
guidebook purposes we omit their de-
scription. We toured the city, not only
in modern coaches and taxicabs but in
an ancient horse-drawn vehicle some-
what resembling what in England used
to be called a landau. As the driver
knew no English, one of the hotel
clerks obligingly wrote down the places
we wanted to see, in Italian. We hand-

ed this to the driver and he followed
directions accordingly. We found Eng-
lish a greater rarity in Rome than in
Paris. Even an Italian policeman of
whom we asked directions shrugged his
shoulders uncomprehendingly.

One or two more incidents of our
stay in Rome may be held over for the
next installment, this one already be-
ing over-long. But Rome, our last halt-
ing place on the Continent, will be a
lingering memory for all the years to

come.
(To Be Continued)

SLOWLY BUT SURELY

Some months ago a reader sent us a
clipping from a Chicago paper headed
“PERSONALITY ATOM CALLED
KEY TO CHILD PROBLEMS.” In cit-
ing the cases of a couple of teen-age
murderers, the item quotes an associate
professor at Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology as saying that “a wayward per-
sonality atom may account for this per-
plexing behavior.” He suggests that if
this atom, or psychonucleus as he terms
it, could be isolated the key to juvenile
delinquency may be disclosed. He
thinks the atom is the basic unit in the
personality.

And how right he is! The professor’s
“personality atom” is, of course, The-
osophy’s permanent atom, carried
through the ages in every reincarnat-
ing entity. There are actually three of
them associated with the personality—
the physical, astral (emotional) and
mental permanent atoms. The one con-
cerned with juvenile delinquency would
be the second-named.

Slowly but surely science catches up
with Theosophy.

Did She Foresee Atomic Energy?

“I smile at man

Who labors solving the riddle of the

universe,
Forgetting that the wisdom in one

atom . .
Undoes his uttermost.”

—Patience Worth at St. Louis
Lodge in 1927.

When someone assures us with all
the confidence in the world that there
is no soul, no survival, no God, and
that reincarnation is a myth, we might
recall the words of Shakespeare, one of
the shrewdest judges of human nature
that ever lived: “Man, proud man,
most ignorant of what he’s most assur-
ed.”

“Side by side, for the way was one,

The toilsome journey of life was
done,

And priest and Quaker, and all who
died,

Came out alike on the other side;

No forms or crosses, or books had
they,

No gowns of silk, or suits of gray.”

—Elizabeth Cleaveland

“The rung of a ladder was never
meant to rest upon, but only to hold a
man’s foot long enough to enable him
to put the other somewhat higher.”

—Huxley

THE ZODIAC IN KIPLING

Leo
And when they bore me overmuch, I
will not shake mine ears,
Recalling many thousand such whom
I have bored to tears.
—A Pilgrim’s Way




