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ANCIENT WISDOM

April, 1952

" IS REINCARNATION
A FACT?

By T. H. REDFERN

(Continued from Last Month)

If reincarnation be true, how is it
that we do not remember our past
lives? How much of our present life do
we remember? Events of outstanding
joy, occasions of keen embarrassment,
gratifications of achievement, praise
that has pleased, or criticism that has
gone home; little of the physical pain
strangely, though kindness of others
and events during sickness do stand
out; broadly we remember the high-
spots of our life, though details of early
years return in old age, and all seem
to be recoverable under hypnosis.

Every personality is normally a new
formation around a new body with a
new brain, and the brain is the physi-
cal transmitter of memory. How then
could we reasonably expect to remem-
ber, with a new physical brain, the
high-spots of previous lives which have
not been transmitted through it, and of
which therefore it does not bear the
impress? What we do find is that when
certain processes of attunement to the
life in subtler worlds take place, wheth-
er while in the body, or out of the
body when asleep, high-spots of such
super-physical experience do also make
an impress on the physical brain, which
often appears to transmit them with
some dressing up and symbolical con-
figuration. Some of those who have
such psychical experiences report that
high-spots from past lives are similarly
remembered. Is not this too what we
could reasonably expect? Higher occult
training, making the brain increasingly
sensitive to the influence of the inner
reincarnating individual, leads to fuller
and clearer recollection of the mem-

ories of past lives, say Eastern experts;

and that too is coherent and conceiv-
able.

The most convincing evidential cases
of memory of previous lives come from
the recollections of children - who re-
member a recent previous birth. These
zases occur when a child has lived
antil, say, 3 or more, but died before
the link-up at about the age of 7. There
has been life until a stage of lively and
nterested experience and play, but not
antilthe-a
sponsibility. Such a child has no har-
vest, no basis for heaven life, say the
Eastern teachings, and so reincarnates
1s a personality, often in the same
family. In these cases although there is
inother body with a new brain, there
ire personality memories and while
;he new brain is not heavily patterned,

t may receive their impress. One case .

was reported in' Lotus Bleu, a French
;heosophical periodical. A child had
lied. A second one was born. Mean-
while the parents had moved. They
went back to the old home and immedi-
itely the child remembered and knew
where to find everything. Clara Codd
ells of a case in So Rich A Life. A

ge—of the beginnings-of re~ -

South African lady removed to Jersey.
A boy she bore in South Africa had
died there. She had a second boy in
Jersey, and she was astonished to hear
him talking to his Teddy Bear in the
Zulu tongue, which he had had no
chance of learning.

The Burmese believe that children
often remember wpast lives, but the
faculty often passes when about 10 to
14 years old—i. e., at puberty, or about
the end of the second seven-year cycle,
and there are cases of detailed eviden-
tial descriptions of previous lives given
by children when the life described
continued into adult years, but was of
comparatively short duration. It is
however more difficult to rule out the
possibilities of mediumship or obses-
sion in these cases. An Indian girl,
Shanti Devi, is a well-attested example.
From the age of 4 she talked naturally
about her previous life, and persisted
with such detail that her story was
finally checked and fully corroborated
by her husband of the previous life—
she had died at 23-—and her account
was confirmed also in many other ways.
A Burmese boy of 8 or 9, taken on a
journey, suddenly announced that he
had been at this place before. His
mother contradicted him as it was 20
miles from his home and he had never
travelled so far before, but the boy in-

. sisted that it was in a previous life

when he was an English police officer
and was murdered there. He gave the
name of an Englishman who had been
killed there about 11 years earlier, and
the names of his murderers who had
never been traced. The survivors were
arrested, tried, found guilty and pun-
ished. That looks to me more like medi-
umship than reincarnation—an ob-
sessing entity describing his past life.
Another Burmese child was fascinated
by marionettes and played with them
even while still a suckling babe. At
the age of 4 she remembered a previ-
ous life in detail; she had been a man
working a marionette show, the mem-
ory coming in conssequence of recog-
nizing a marionette booth and dolls as
hers in the previous life!

This obviously opens up the possi-
bility of some knotty problems in the
law of property! A cartoon in The New
Yorker a few years ago depicted a law-
yer reading a will to the expectant
relatives who~ were “horrorstruck to
hear: “In view of my firm belief in re-
incarnation, I do hereby direct that my
entire estate shall be held in trust,
pending my return to earth.” Yet in
some places and times accepted prac-
tice_ has not been far from that idea.
There are evidences in the British Mu-
seum that Druids gave I. O. U.’s to be
payable in a future life, and in some
tribes an Eskimo will arrange before
he dies that some young and newly-
married couple will accept him as their
first child!

To be serious again, nothing more
need be claimed for the evidence of
memories of past lives than that it is
consistent with reincarnation, and in

some cases reincarnation is the simpl-
est and most natural explanation. A
more powerful argument is that of
memory as faculty. When we strive to
gain a skill we may forget the process
of learning, but the proficiency - re-
mains. Whence come the marked apti-
tudes of many, and the striking latent
abilities of the geniuses among man-
kind? How are we to explain mathe-
matical prodigies—are we to believe
they have never done any mathematics
before? How do we account for the in-
nate musicianship of Mozart which be-
gan to appear when he was 4? If it
was heredity, why was there only one
Mozart of world renown in the family?
What of the blind Indian boy of 3 who
could recite long passages of Indian
scriptures that he had never been
taught, and correct the errors of his
elders? What of Capablanca who be-
came the world’s champion chess play-
er? He twice watched his father play,
then told him he had cheated, and pro-
ceeded to beat him without ever hav-
ing been taught the rules! He was then
4 years old.

Now the striking thing is that in
these cases the propensities are reveal-
ed well before the age of 7, that is be-
fore the individuality has taken charge.
They are written in the stars and im-
planted in the personality as part of the
stock in trade carried forward from the
last balance sheet; and apart from
geniuses, how widely we all differ in
our attributes and inclinations, and
how often they are revealed in child-
hood! The little girl of 3 who, seeking
a way out of some trouble, said “I did
it on accident or on purpose. I don’t
know which I did it on,” strikes one at
once as a reincarnated lawyer, feeling
her way to the use of the alternative
defense. .

Recognising that all evidence on the
logical plane must be finally inconclu-
sive, and therefore, pending practical
experience and knowledge, judgment
inevitably has to be upon the basis of
the higher form of reason which gauges
probabilities, what are the qualities of
hypotheses that commend themselves
to reasoned thought? The philosophers
say that the test of coherence is one
of the most convincing. Does the ex-
planation hang together well and cover,
not merely the facts of one particular
branch ~of ‘knowledge, but all those
which come within the purview of a
comprehensively instructed mind? If
this be accepted as a test, then the
question arises: is there any better ex-
planation than that of reincarnation to
account for—

(i) the facts and testimonies that
come before us from man’s investiga-
tions into the evolution of life upon
this physical plane;

(ii) those which come from psychi-
cal research and establish that man is
more than his body;

(iii) those increasingly being reveal-
ed from the studies of psychologists
about our emotional and mental forces,

(Continued on Page 15)
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Christiaon Denominations.”

ANCIENT WISDOM ARTICLES

ARE IDEAL FOR LODGE USE
* % % %k
From time to time Lodge officers write us that they are us-
_ing this or that ANCIENT WISDOM article or series for class
study. A great deal of the material that appears in this publi-
cation is so adapted. It is simple, free of technical terms and
hews closely to the line of “Straight Theosophy” presented in
appealing and modernized fashion. )
Lodge instructors faced with the perennial problem of in-
troducing Theosophy to beginners in acceptable form will find
 especial value, we think, in such series as “Real Problems of
Reincarnation,” “The Logic of Theosophical Teachings.” or “The
For more advanced students, the
Occult Bible or Omar Khayyam series or “The Secret Doctrine
Simply Explained” contain fresh and original approaches which
hold interest where more conventional presentations have long
since been absorbed and now are merely repetitive.

Any Lodge with an astrological activity is likely to wel-
come another type of approach which brings in both Theosophy
and Astrology—"The Astrological Basis of Shakespeare.”

In ANCIENT WISDOM's many depariments there is ma-
terial for every type of mind, which is the reason for its varied
literary fare. We will be glad to hear from Lodges that use it
and to make suggestions if requested.

the individual at birth, so why stop

there in this delving for prime causes
of the trouble?

~--At-onceobjeetions interpose. Assum-
ing that the individual had an exist-
ence prior to physical birth, his brain
did not, so why go further back than
the creation of that organ?

The answer is simple and obvious.
Because the trouble is not in the brain
but in the mind, an entirely different
thing, or in the emotions, also different.
And while these, like the brain, are
usually a new product at birth, occas-
ionally they the carried over from the
last life. This does not happen often but
neither does trouble sufficiently acute
to send a person to the psychoanalyst.
Also, even if the mental and emotional
bodies are new (as is usually the case)
there is a little device called the perma-
nent atom—three of them, in fact:
physical, emotional, mental — with
which everyone is equipped and has

- been equipped since he first started to
incarnate, and even before. These are
-minute links with every life spent here
or in the beyond since the Eternal
Spirit, the Monad, began its age-long
journey through matter.

This sub-microscopic gadget is a re-
markable contrivance containing with-
in itself, not the memories of the past,
but a vibratory ability to recover them

from what are called the akashic rec--

ords or memory of nature. To explain
the technique, which has been exhaus-
- tively treated in theosophical litera-
ture, would take us too far afield in
this series.

In view of the marvels rendered pos-
sible by the new science of electronics,
it should not seem too remarkable that

buried somewhere in man’s makeup
should be minute contrivances of the
kind described, capable of re-activating
scenes and occurrences of long ago.
Clairvoyance in time is indeed based
in part on this faculty. Nature has her
moving pictures-in color, sound and
three dimensions, of everything that
has ever happened. She has them on
higher planes in four or more dimen-
sions, with other things added that can-
not be described because no language
exists on this plane to describe them.
And the permanent atoms, which are
capacities for vibration, are responsible
for the qualities and deficiences of the
last life becoming manifest again in
this one if—mark that, if—the new per-
sonality makes contacts of a nature
akin to the vibratory capacity of one or
more of the three permanent atoms.
We realize that this is a rather intri-
cate concept, but no more difficult to
grasp than the conventional science of
psychoanalysis, which also sounds like
a crazy hodge-podge to one hearing of
it for the first time. The principles of
any science take thought and study be-
fore they can be apprehended, and the
resentment shown by some because the
greatest science in the world, Theo-
sophy, cannot be explained to them in
five minutes in primitive language, is
frivolous. We do the best we can with
these metaphysical subjects in AN-
CIENT WISDOM, laboring long and
hard to simplify them and make them
easy to comprehend. But we must crave
our readers’ indulgence if, with all this,
some of the deeper teachings at first
elude them. If they will stay with them
and ponder a little over the meaning
of the words employed—always the
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most intelligible we can find—there is
nothing printed in this journal that
cannot, without too much effort, be
clearly understood.

Just as the competent psychoanalyst |
must himself have been thoroughly
psychoanalyzed before he starts to
practice and be completely free of
every repressed complex he may ex-
pect to find in those who consult him,
so—before he can extend his technique
into the reincarnatory realm—he must
believe in reincarnation. It has to be
more than mere intellectual belief,
more than a bare academic acceptance.
Reincarnation must be to him as much
a fact in nature as the Law of Gravity.
He will have to instill the same un-
qualified belief into his patient, or it
will be a waste of time and effort to
treat him by other than the conven-
tional methods which assume one life
only. And we do not recommend this
expenditure of energy if the sufferer’s
ills can be cured by taking him back
only through the events of the current
incarnation.

But if they refuse to yield to this
treatment and the consultant has ex-
hausted his resources except for the
additional probing here suggested,
then, if he can “sell” himself and ‘“sell”
his patient on the validity of the rein-
carnational hypothesis, his new tech-
nique may be attended by unlooked-for
success.

Now obviously the searching—ques-
tions, reactions to words, the patient’s”
dreams- and his rambling conversation
as he lies on the couch, are not applic-
able to events of the last incarnation. |
All memory of them has disappeared, !
and while it is claimed they have been
recovered in certain cases, under hyp-
notism, that is not the method to be
employed. The major karma of the past
life, including the stubborn ill that is
doing the mischief, has to be deduced
by going back to the conditions present
at birth and in infancy, before the per-
sonality could have made any new
karma at all or have responded to con-
tacts, vicious or otherwise, that occur-
red since birth. Heredity must be con-
sidered, as it always is, by the regular
psychoanalytic method. It will, how-
ever, have to be analyzed again from .
a different angle.

We have stated in a previous article .
that a Theosophist—a real one, who °
lives his Theosophy—never needs the
services of a psychoanalyst. If that is
true, as unquestionably it is, then the
purpose of the extended technique
herein set forth must be to put into the
consciousness of the sufferer knowl-
edge, beliefs and reactions which will
chase away his ills and substitute
happy, confident understanding of life
and of why he had to suffer as he did, .
in place of the chaotic mental and emo- |
tional junk heap which has wrecked |
his physical and spiritual well-being.

Suggestions to that end will form
the subject of the next installment.

(To Be Continued)




