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OCCULTISM IN THE BIBLE

Third Degree
By Cuarres E. Luntz
“Whence come ye?” demanded

Prince Zaphnath-paaneah, alias Joseph,
former slave and prison trusty. The
new and more dignified name had been
bestowed upon him by the Pharoah
after the famous dream interpretation
episode. For the benefit of any inter-
ested philologist the marginal note an-
nounces, “Which in the Coptic signi-
fies, A revealer of secrets or The man
to whom secrets are revealed.” We
imight remember that. It has its place
in the occult symbolism.
“Whence come ye?” barked Prince
Zaph-etc., at the startled brethren.
This was a new one. The brothers
were not asking for credit. They had
journeyed a long way, as had thou-
sands of others, to do some perfectly
legitimate shopping in the only super
market now open for business. Why
should this gorgeous George of an
Egyptian, all robes and rings and mil-
linery, concern himself with where
they came from?
No doubt they would have liked to
retort, “None of your business. Sell us
our groceries and don’t ask questions.”
That, however, would merely have
meant “No Sale” on whatever ancient
Egypt used for a cash register and an
entry in the royal records, “Ten
strangers liquidated—the hard way.”
So the brothers meekly replied, “From
the land of Canaan to buy food.”
Joseph snarled back at them like an
angry tiger-cat. “Ye are spies,” he snap-
ped. “To see the nakedness of the land
ye are come.”
This was plain nonsense, about on
a par with the “neutrality violations”
dreamed up by the Red Chinese during
the August truce conferences. To be-
gin with, Egypt was the only land that
was not naked, in the sense of having
nothing to eat, and all the world knew
it, if the Bible is to be believed. Also
why would the brothers waste per-
fectly good time and camel mileage
trekking from Canaan to Egypt and
back again “to see the nakedness of
the land””? After they had seen it, what
could they do with the information?
Again the hot tempered brethren
would doubtless have liked to retaliate
with the Oriental equivalent of “Are
ou crazy?” but again they were forced
to grovel. “Nay, my lord,” they an-
swered, “but to buy food are thy serv-
ants come. We are all one man’s sons;
we are true men; thy servants are no
spies.” :
But Joseph was a man with a one-
track mind. Like the mother bird in
Alice In Wonderland who insisted that
long-necked Alice was a serpent after
her eggs, and rejected with scorn
Alice’s assurance that she was a little
girl, Brother Joe returned always to
his original theme:
“Spies! That’s what you are. Spies!”

-his scheme of revenge.

“Nay, nay!” protested the brethren.

“Ja! Ja!” insisted Joseph.

“I'm a little girl,” wailed Alice.

“You’re a serpent,” hissed the
mother bird. “That’s what you are—
Serpent! Serpent! Serpent!”

How does a little girl in a dream go
about proving that she’s not a serpent?

How could the brothers—who also
felt as though they were dreaming—
go about proving to an apparently ob-
sessed Egyptian dignitary that they
were not ten separate and distinct
serpents with treacherous designs on
the integrity of his county?

“Twelve brethren we are,” they ex-
postulated, “and behold the youngest
is this day with our father, and one
is not.”

Well Joseph knew that one was
“not.” And why. The time had come
for the putting into effect of Part I of
It might be
termed ‘“Operation Benjamin.”

“Very well,” said Joseph. “I main-
tain you are spies. You tell me you're
honest men. Hereby ye shall be proved.
By the life of Pharoh ye shall not go
forth hence, except your youngest

- brother come hither. Send one of you

and let him fetch your brother, and ye
shall be kept in prison that your words
may be proved, whether there be any
truth in you: or else by the life of
Pharoah surely ye are spies.”

- It was a cruel proposal as Joseph in-
tended it to be. Also his reasons were
far-fetched and made no sense. Joseph
was aware that they were not spies, of
course, but his brethren were not
aware of it. But what logic was it,
they must have thought, to make the
production of a young brother 'the
proof of the truth of their story. For
a few shekels anyone could hire some
wandering youngster to say he was
their brother and tell whatever cir-
cumstantial story they put in his
mouth. How would this crazed Egypt-

“ian with his babbling about spies and

younger brothers know the difference?

It is to the credit of then ten un-
happy prisoners that this way out does
not seem to have occurred to them.
Their concern was for their aged
father. It would tear out his heart to
risk the freedom, possibly the life, of
his youngest and now his best loved
son. For Jacob, learning no lessons in
child psychology by what had hap-
pened to little Joe, now had enthroned
little Ben as favorite in his place.

All the ministerial literature we
ever read and all the sermons we ever
heard on the subject give fulsome
praise to Joseph for testing out the
good faith of his brothers by this in-
genious little plan. He wanted to see,
they explain, if they had really re-
pented of their former inhumanity or
not. We propose to be the exception to
this laudatory chorus. Assuming that
Joseph was justified in subjecting his
erstwhile tormentors to a dose of their
own medicine, how could he be so
brutally heartless as to wring the

heart of his doting father—an innocent
old man who had loved him tenderly
and who still mourned him with un-
utterable grief as dead? We can think
of several terms that might be used to
describe Joseph in this transaction. His
brethren probably thought of several
more—but what could they do?
Three days they remained in prison.
Perhaps Joseph, with warped humor,
arranged that they should occupy the
quarters formerly assigned in the jail
to him—if there was room. The third
day he ordered them before him, hav-
ing slightly relented. “Nine of you can
go back,” he informed them. “Leave
one of you behind as a hostage for
faithful performance. Take the corn
you want and next time you come here,
bring me that youngest brother.”
There was menace in his words and in
his look. His harassed relatives were
quick to see the hand of karma in what
had befallen them. As the Bible tells
it, “And they said one to another, we
are verily guilty concerning our

- brother, in that we saw the anguish of

his soul when he besought us, and we
would not hear; therefore is this dis-
tress come upon us.” '

Reuben, who apparently was the

family’s “I told you so-er,” reminded
them, “Spake I not unto you saying,
Do not sin against the child; and ye
would not hear? therefore, behold, al-
so his blood is required.”
- They spoke in their own tongue, un-
aware that the Egyptian prince would
understand them, as Joseph, to keep up
the deception, had used an interpreter
in his dealings with them. He was not
so tough as he appeared for, says the
account, “he turned himself about from
them and wept, and returned to them
again, and communed with them, and
took from them Simeon and bound him
before their eyes.”

But Joseph was not through playing
games. He ordered that when the corn
was sacked each man’s money should
be placed in the mouth of the sack.
One of them opened his sack en route
home in order to feed his animal and

. . well . . . imagine his embarrass-
ment and the embarrassment of all of
them when they discovered the un-
asked for and unwanted refund. “What
is that God hath done to us?” they sad-
ly asked, one of another.

But it wasn’t God, except by indi-
rection—it was Joseph.

Now all of this, of course, is purely
esoteric in its meaning. Literally it is
fable and legend. There never was a
Joseph, a Benjamin, a Jacob or a Jac-
obean family—or if there was, it was
a mere peg on which to hang these
fantastic adventures which assuredly
did not happen as narrated. Egyptian
history, detailed in every particular by
the historian Herodotus, is completely
silent regarding the famine, the 7-year
stock-piling of grain, the administra-
tion of anyone named Zaphnath-
paaneah, or the subsequent immigra-
tion of Hebrews into Egypt and their
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With the opening of ANCIENT WISDOM's eighteenth year of publication
we thought it might be appropriate to set forth the platform of this journal,
which is based wholly on The Theosophical Society’s Three Objects. We are
stating these Objects and our interpretation of them as applied to the work
of ANCIENT WISDOM.

1. To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity,
without distinction of race, creed, sex caste or color.

This does not mean, as we see it, paying lip service to an unimplemented
and vague ideal of Brotherhood. It does not mean attempting tasks for which
other organizations are better equipped. It means performing the one great
work for which the Theosophist, and the Theosophist alone, is better equipped
than for anything else and than anyone else—unsparingly disseminating
Theosophy over a constantly widening field. For as men accept and practice
theosophical Truths—as they recognize the certainty of reincarnation, its logic
and-its need—as they understand also the twin truth of karma, without which
rebirth would be pointless—the nucleus of a Universal Brotherhood must
thereby be inevitably created. ANCIENT WISDOM'’s special contribution to
all theosophical Truths in the simplest, most intelligible and acceptable form
to the public it now reaches, and the constant devising of new methods and
forms to appeal to a continually enlarging public. :

Sei 2. To encourage the study of Comparative Religion, Philosophy and
cience.

ANCIENT WISDOM has covered the field of Comparative Religion in a
way not duplicated by any theosophical publication known to us. Its “Occult-
ism In The Bible” series, now in its eighteenth year and still not quite through
the first Book, is, we believe, the most comprehensive correlation of Biblical
symbology to occult truth ever attempted. Iis past series such as “Theosophy
and Orthodox Christianity,” and the series now running, “The Christian De-
nominations,” together with individual articles such as “Holy Communion Can
Be Yoga.” and “Eternal Damnation, A Two-Thousand Year Old Hoax.” have
introduced a new and vital element into the study of Comparative Religion.

In Philosophy it has been the continuing task of ANCIENT WISDOM writ-
ers to present theosophical concepts, which we believe to be the last word

Il « present.written in that sphere, in lucid and clean cut fashion. Other systems

are constantly examined and compared with our own, as in the Environment,

Heredity and Soul History articles now appearing. Writers of note in their -

particular fields such as Dr. Marc Edmond Jones, Dr. Alvin Boyd Kuhn and
others contribute their highly specialized knowledge in the departments of
Philosophy. Religion and Symbology.

In Science ANCIENT WISDOM is constantly alert for fresh Scientific dis-
coveries or even theories (changing though these are) which confirm or sup-
port the age-old Esoteric Wisdom teachings. Valuable articles in this depart-
ment come from the pen of our staff writer H. K. Scholefield.

3. To investigate the unexplained laws of nature and the powers la-
tent in man.

We are of opinion that this Third Object is the one most exclusive to The-
osophy and is itself contributory to the realization of the other two Objects.
The work of the great theosophical clairvoyants, derided though it has been
by the prejudiced and the halflearned, marks one of the most noteworthy
steps since the Reformation in freeing the minds of men from dread of the
beyond and enlightening them as to what goes on behind the scenes of life
and death as outwardly momifested. This is specialized Theosophy, which
ANCIENT WISDOM has always recognized as the supreme gift of The Theo-
sophical Society to the world. It would be superfluous to detail any of the
countless articles and series in this publication which are embraced by the
Third Object. Virtually all of them are, even those which are within the range
of Objects One and Two. For it is our view that the Society’s Three Objects
form an indivisible but understandable Trinity—a three-in-one, one-in-three
program—but the fundamental basis of all three of those characteristic and
unique principles which are—at I;re:'ez;t(—;heosophy and nothing else.

Our platform is to continue along the lines of the above interpretation
of the Objects, aiming always at presenting the greatest system of enlighten-
ment in the world plainly, simply, unambiguously and in an interesting—
sometimes perhaps even in an entertaining—way. Our readers seem to like
us just as we are. They write in by the hundreds and tell us so. If, therefore,
ANCIENT WISDOM has somehow acquired the happy knack of presenting
theosophical Truth in such a way as to hold the inierest of its readers, it can
only do its utmost to maintain that knack and wherever possible improve it.
As a Resolution at this, the beginning of another year of publication, its Editor

faithfully promises that it will. g

that wars serve a good purpose (al-
though this is not the mass opinion)
and it is to this that Mr. Jacoby ap-
pears to take exception. He does not
take into consideration the betterments
of war—the betterments that resulted
from the French and American revolu-
tions, for instance. It is this betterment
to which that C. J. has reference.
Mrs. Besant has this to say on war
(page 194 in Talks with a Class): “War
will thus become merely a swift and
certain way of accomplishing in a few
years the work of centuries, of insur-
ing an unexampled progress toward a
nobler and better civilization. Thus, we
are among those who see also in the
war the clearing away of many hoary
forms of evil, the destruction of other-
wise irremovable obstacles in the way
of the coming of a World Teacher.”
Until the time comes when most men
have eliminated selfishness from their
natures, war must go hand in hand
with so-called peace. Surely we must
recognize that selfishness is all about
us. The Theosophist is told again and
again that it is best when he is dis-
charging a debt of Karma. That is,
when he is balancing the law by living
through an experience that is not to
his liking. Just so, a nation has its
debts to pay to the Law of Karma and
war is one of the debts that nations
must pay. And while the nation is pay-
ing, the individuals, who make up the
nation, are paying in this life debts
that they contracted in various past
lives. Some die in burning buildings,
some in airplane crashes, some in auto
wrecks, some in sinking ships and some
are shot in fighting at war. “In no case
can a man suffer that which he has not
deserved.” All are balancing the Law
of Karma in accordance with the plans
of the Logos. It cannot be otherwise.
It does not matter what theories we
hold, the plan on the trestle-board must
and will be carried out. But while the
Law is at work we are at fault for at-
taching too much ~ importance to
“death” or the “manner of death.”
(The End)

Twenty-five million Catholics in the
United States will doubtless approve
the proposal to appoint a full-fledged
ambassador to the Vatican. Many
among the hundred-and-twenty-five
million non-Catholics will strongly dis-
approve this violation, in spirit at least,
of the complete separation of Church

and State. There is no more justifica-
tion for sending an official envoy to the
Roman Pontiff than for sending one to
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem, or the Presi-
dent of The Theosophical Society at
Adyar.

- THE ZODIAC IN
ALEXANDER POPE

Pisces
He says in verse what others say in
prose. —Epistle I




