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The Convention Number

The September issue, to be mailed about September First, will be the Convention Number.
It will contain a full report of the Convention with the principal addresses. Those who cannot
attend the Convention will find this September issue very interesting reading.

Please bear in mind that because the March, April and May issues were not issued, all
subscriptions ending with the March or later issues will be extended three months. See
notice in last month’s issue,
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Confucius taught the unity of mankind,
charity and the duty to one's necighbor.
Strictly speaking he is not regarded as a re-
ligious reformer, but these ethical teachings
were in no wise different, except in mode of
expression, from the moral and ethical teach-
ings of all the world’s great teachers and
philosophers. They were capable of practical
and successful application to political, social
and moral questions, but they contained no
teaching in regard to the origin and destiny
of man.

" The writings of Confucius were purely phil-
anthropic and mundane, and therefore failed to
satisfy the mystical and spiritual nature of the
Chinese thinkers, who found in Taoism and
Buddhism, especially Taoism, that element of
mystery, ceremony and reverence for ancestry
so dear to their hearts.

EARLY CHINESE RELIGION

About 1,300 years before Christ the religion
of China consisted of a blending of Nature
worship, called Tchou-li_and ancestor worship,
called Shintoism, from the word “shins,” mean-
ing spirit. Marcus Julian, to whom we are
indebted for much information in regard to
early Chinese thought, says that Humanity
was by them regarded as the center of the uni-
verse and the result of the union between
heaven and earth. At the head of the celestial
spirits was Tshangti, the Supreme ruler of
heaven. Below him were five rulers and a host
of celestial spirits, or intelligences, who di-
rected and controlled the Sun, Moon and
Stars. The human spirits (departed ances-
tors) belonged to the second order. To the
third order belonged the terrestrial or Nature
spirits, elementals, such as the gnomes, un-
dines, sylphs and salamanders, together with
winged beasts and flying dragons, etc., whose
forms were derived from a mixing of the four
elements of earth, water, air and fire.

These “shins” were said to reside in these
various forms although they themselves (viz.,
the forces behind the visible objects) were not
visible. They had a system of invoking and
recalling the spirits of departed ancestors,
strongly suggestive of Modern Spiritualism,
but they recognized the fact that it was only
the earth-soul (the astral) and not the celes-
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tial soul (ego) except in rare cases, with which
communications were held.

One interesting fact in connection with this
religion was that there was no mention of fu-
ture rewards or punishments, nor do we find
that these shins, or spirits, were in any
sense considered evil. It was accepted as
a matter of natural law that each principle or
substance of which man was composed re-
turned after death to its own plane. The ter-
restrial soul returned to its sphere (the astral),
and the celestial to its sphere (the heaven
world). Neither was called good or bad; each
lived according to its own nature.

This form of antique spiritualism, which was
predominant in the early Chinese religion, has
been the immediate cause of the degeneration
of that race. Truly it can be said that the
ancestor worship of the Chinese, beautiful as
the thought of veneration may seem, has pro-
duced a condition in their national character
which 3,000 years have not been able to efface.
It is true that what our predecessors on earth
have thought, said and done in the past forms
the basis of our laws, customs and philoso-
phies, and that therefore due credit and rever-
ence should be given to our ancestors; but
ought we not to profit by their experience,
ought we not to continue their work, to take up
the reins where they left them and dare to
think and do, instead of as the Chinese do,
degenerating into a state of inactivity and
lethargy.

TAO-ISM

Lao-Tze, the founder of the once mystical
and philosophical religion of China, known
as Taoism, was born in the principality of
Tehu in the year 604 B. C. Its dogmas or
rather principles are of particular interest to
the Rosaecrucians, because it engages both the
intuitional, the rational and the perceptive
powers of man. In its ultimate analysis, it is
pantheistic, while at the same time recogniz-
ing a creator of manifest God. But back of the
manifested God it posts an unknowable prin-
ciple, which is the causec of manifestation.
Tao is greater than God and greater than Na-
ture because in Tao both God and Nature exist.
“Before heaven and earth were, Tao was. It
has existed without change from all time.”—
Tao-teh-King.
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The Declining Use of Drugs

[u—‘ E==%)OR years past there has been a very

2
®hgl| drugs for the curing of disease.
2] This is a very evident fact and one
mmmamgn fraught with great significance.

‘ To those who have at heart the
final emancipation of mankind from the slav-
ery to drugs, the signs of the times are always
interesting. We have noted with great ela-
tion the growth of the Christian Science move-
ment in America, We may not hold the same
principles to be true; we may not even agree
with the fundamentals of that philosophy or
science, but we cannot fail to see in the growth
of that movement an increasing desire on the
part of millions to become free from the drug
habit. And there are many other movements
which tend to eliminate from the human mind
the erroneous idea that material medicines—
if you do not wish to call them drugs—are
necessary to the cure of disease or the allevia-
tion of physical suffering.

For some time past we have been watching
very closely the more or less unconscious pro-
test on the part of the public against patent
medicines and “cure-all” concoctions. No
really active campaign has been conducted by
any “Committee” or “Board” on behalf of the
Government, nor are there any very prominent
organizations fighting this great evil. Still,
slowly and with that saneness, that logical rea-
soning and that experience which comes from
test and trial, the American public has re-
duced its purchases of the most obnoxious of
patent medicines,

- Statistics recently prepared show that, not-

withstanding the constant decline in the sale
of patent medicines in America, the sale of
these to-day amounts to about $500,000,000
yearly. This includes every form of medi-
cine or drug self-administered,—that is, pur-
chased by the consumer without prescription
and used at his or her own discretion.

What becomes very interesting matter, how-
ever, is the report given by various drug store

P2 considerable decline in the use of
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owners or operators in New York City. For
the sake of side-lights for this article, the
writer called upon the owners of a number of
drug stores in the City and the interviews were
practically as follows:

Store number one. (One of a chain of large
pharmacies on the West Side in the heart of
the well-to-do section.) Question: “Are you
selling as many patent medicines as you did
five years ago?” Reply: “No, and we are not
selling as much as we did two years ago. The
last two years have seen the sale of patent or
proprietary medicines greatly reduced. Our
principal sales in that line now are not ‘cures’
but what might be termed ‘preventive medi-
cines’.” Question: “Has your prescription
work decreased or increased during the same
period?” Reply: “The decrease of sales in pat-
ent medicines has not been due to an increase
in prescribed medicines, if that is what you
mean. On the other hand, the truth is that
prescriptions have steadily decreased; the
decrease began long before the decrease in
sales of patent medicines. And there is one
peculiar point in that regard. Many-—a great
many—who no longer use prescribed medi-
cines, buy and use some proprietary medi-
cines. The physician has suffered most there-
by.l’

Store number two. (Located in a poor sec-
tion of the city, owned by an old man, fifty
years in the business.) Question; “Are you
selling as many patent medicines as you used
to sell?” Reply: “I should say not. In the
first place the price of drugs has greatly in-
creased lately and the poor people have had
less money for drugs. But even before such
increase in costs, I have seen the sale of patent
medicines slowly dropping off. At first many
of us thought it was due to the cut-price sales
of drugs at the large department stores and in
some of the largest cut-price pharmacies. But
we found that they, too, were losing sales.
Then I, like others, found that the average
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man and woman of limited means will not pur-
chase patent medicines simply because they
are highly recommended in the advertising.
And, you know, most of the newspapers have
refused to take patent medicine advertising
"and the government has stopped the sale of
many while warning the people about others.
And so it goes. Why, I used to sell Mrs, Win-
slow’s Scothing Syrup by the wagon load each
year. Now very little is sold. The govern-
ment has advised against giving soothing
syrups and the like to children, and it has ad-
vised against giving drugs to children at any
age. Prescriptions? Why, they have dropped
off, too. The poor cannot afford either doctor
or prescribed medicines. I used to charge 7J
cents for filling the average prescription. That
was my minimum charge—years ago. I have
cut it down to 65 cents, then to 50 cents and
now I fill some for even 30 cents when the
ingredients permit. But it is not only the
price that counts. It seems that the public has
found how to overcome many simple ailments
by either ignoring them or letting nature do
the work., No, I do not believe in Christian
Science or mind cure, but nature is a pretty
good doctor after all.”

Store number three. (Located in a middle-
class section of the city.) Question: “How is
your drug business going?” Reply: “Well, if
it was not for the sale of accessories and sani-
tary articles, plus candies, soda, stationery and
other articles, I would close my store to-
morrow. You can see by my windows and my
counter displays what I am featuring. Drugs—
that is, patent medicines—you see up there on
the shelves. I sell them only upon request
and never urge them. What is the use? The
public does not want drugs any more. Even
the physicians are prescribing less and less,
and I notice that their prescriptions are often
‘blinds.’ Instead of being curative prescrip-
tions they call for simple antiseptics, laxatives,
tonics, etc. Very often the prescriptions work
more on the mental than the physical body.
No, I am not a Christian Scientist or New
Thoughter, but I recognize the fact that there
must be a great deal in such beliefs or prac-
tices for all drug stores are selling less drugs
and the death rate has not increased. In fact
it has decreased. Yes, sir, you can have my

business any time you want it so far as the
drug sales are concerned.”

Store number four. (Located in a densely
populated section of the city amid the middle-
class.) Question: “Have you found the drug
business going to pieces lately?” Reply: “Not
altogether. The sale of patent medicines has
become of little importance. In fact I have
done away with every drug which claims to
be a cure and which contains habit-forming
ingredients. And the prescription work is be-
coming very small. So many doctors on the
West Side and many in the poorer sections of
the city are now giving the medicines to their
patients instead of prescribing. Yes, that is
true, It is due to two reasons. First, the av-
erage family cannot afford to have prescrip-
tions filled without some sacrifice after paying
for the physician’s services. This applies to
long illnesses. Therefore very often the pre-
scriptions left by the physicians are never
brought to us to be filled. The family prefers
to take chances with nature and not do so much
drugging. Secondly, the average physician
to-day receives by mail and otherwise from
five to ten samples of ‘professional’ drugs each
week, These are samples of remedies or ‘in-
dicated preparations which are not sold in
drug stores to the lay people, but sold to phy-
sicians or used in filling prescriptions. The
manufacturers send these samples to the doc-
tors in order to introduce them and have them
prescribed. The physicians, on the other hand,
use these samples by giving doses from them
to the patients when they call at his office or
when he calls at their homes. He does this to
test the claims of the samples and also to be
sure that the patient gets what he wants him
to have. It likewise helps him to get more
patients. No, I am not a sore-head, and I am
not blaming the doctors for all our troubles.
They have hurt our sales in many ways, but
the public itself is tired of drugs and finds
better results from nature’s cures. I sell more
herbs and preparations made from herbs than
I ever did. I also sell more preventive prepara-
tions than beforc. That means that there will
be less illness and less suffering and therefore
less demand for medicines.”

From the foregoing—which are typical of
twenty interviews—it is plain to see that drugs
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general they were these: A year’s preparation
as a Neophyte or novitiate was necessary.
Tests were made as to the applicant’s temper-
ance of habits. Over-indulgence in any pas-
sion or desire of life—even to eating and drink-
ing, made it necessary to extend the time of
preparation until such desires could be made
normal or natural. On the other hand,
fanatical abstinence was also condemned.
Those who did not eat meat because they did
not like it or found their health to be better
without it, were considered rational in ab-
staining from eating meat. But those who ab-
stained from meat because they believed it
wrong to eat meat regardless of its necessity
in some cases, and promulgated abstinence
from meat for all, were considered as extrem-
ists the same as those who indulged too greatly.
The same applied to drinking of wines.

Those who quickly attained and lived a life
of balance, controlling all great desires and re-
quiring no bans to keep them from over-in-
dulgence, were admitted into the first school
of the Order. Here they were permitted to
come into contact with other applicants and
also with advanced members under such cir-
cumstances as would enable them to study
many fundamental laws while being thor-
oughly tested by close association. They were
permitted to come to some secret meeting es-
pecially held for them, to test their secretive-
ness. For months they were under close ob-
servation. The applicants believed they had
entered the first inner circle of the Order and
were in the possession of many secrets, signs
and laws. In truth, however, the applicants
had not yet reached the first inner circle, and
had not even entered the true secret meeting
place of the advanced members. What these
applicants were permitted to know was of little
importance and was especially valueless to
the despotic rulers of Palestine who had many
spies among those applying for application.

And so it came about that, after a time, the
tested and tried applicant was found to be
trustworthy. He had proven his ability to
keep secret the true meeting places, the true

signs and symbols and the laws which the
members used and taught. These applicants
were then admitted to the first inner circle
where they took oaths and pledges and were
later permitted to participate in the mystic
repasts and to celebrate the 'solemn com-
munions,

During all the secret communions of these
Brothers, the members wore special robes
which were considered very holy and were kept
undefiled. They were placed upon the body
just before each communion and removed im-
mediately afterward. But there was another
and more simple robe which they were per-
mitted to wear in public, and many chose to
do this so that they might show contempt for
the highly colored clothes which the world
wore, and also because it assisted them in their
work of spreading certain exoteric doctrines.

The Essenes, like their Brothers in many
lands, were pledged to live simple, wholesome
lives, always moving from place to place in
pursuit of a peaceful living and spreading the
Light on their way. Among them, in Palestine,
were vine-planters, weavers, gardeners, mer-
chants, metal workers, and carpenters. Silence,
because of continued persecution, was their
watchword; yet their teachings to the popu-
lace and even to strange children met upon
the highway, were profound and their work
miraculous.

It was into the group—the Essenes—that
Jesus found his way. That he was tested and
tried, is unmistakable; but after a very short
term of preparation he was admitted to the
first inner circle and we find Jesus shortly
thereafter wearing the exoteric robe of the
Essenes and talking and working on the high-
ways.

This was the beginning of the mystical life
of Jesus. From this very moment—the mo-
ment of entrance into the first inner circle—
the life of this man becomes intensely inter-
esting and proves that Jesus was destined to
be the great teacher, the great leader and the
most simple and humble of all men.

(To be continued in our next issue.)
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without the Rose had brought to him and his
people, and here, to-night, are his three daugh-
ters, his son and his brother and brother’s
wife. They are Jews, yet they have seen their
father and brother happy while ensconced by
the Rosey Cross and they so gladly accede to
their father’s wish that his remains be cre-
mated in accordance with our rites and the
ashes given unto us for disposal. Brother
Greiff was one of our active workers for the
Convention at Pittsburgh. For months he has
been working at home making a ribbon symbol
of the Rosey Cross for every member of every
Lodge to wear at that Convention. He loved
the symbol of our Rosey Cross. Upon our
Temple walls here you see a number of the
Crosses he made and placed there as decora-
tions, for he was an experienced decorator and
artist. Even at our last New Year's Feast he
was happy in the privilege of being able to
make our Sacred Symbol of fruit and placing
it at every plate. He looked forward with
great pleasure to being at the Convention and
standing at the door to hand to each member
one of the official insignias which he had made.

And to-night his body lies here while his soul
has passed to the higher Degrees as symbol-
ized a moment ago by our ceremony.

“He had looked forward to the beginning
of the new Third Degree, the work of which
especially pleased him. And to-night, after
this ceremony, that Third Degree will hold its
first session without the physical presence of
Brother Greiff. On the very eve of the session
he had waited for for many months, he calmly
and sweetly passed a few Degrees higher than
we can attain here in this life. But Brother
Greiff will be with us in our Third Degree
work. This was always his affirmation—that
from a higher plane he would so gladly co-
operate with us in that strange work of the
Third Degree, and so we shall see and hear
him and know he is present. His body, too,
shall go with us to the Convention, for we
shall take with us his ashes and, on Thursday
of the Convention week, while celebrating our
out-door activities, we shall cast the ashes to
the winds that the great Rosaecrucian dictum
may be fulfilled and ‘dust to dust return’.”

Bro. L. E. Randhall
Member Grand Lodge of Florida

In loving memory of Bro. L. E. Randall who passed to the higher life at §:30 Thursday
afternoon, June 21st, 1917, .

Bro. Randall was born May 28, 1867 at Grand Rapids, Michigan. He was married
December 12, 1892 to Miss Maria VanZant of Terre Haute, Indiana, with whom he lived
in beautiful companionship to the time of his transition. On Thursday, the day of his
passing, he said to her: “My dear, this is Rosaecrucian day, don’t let us forget it!” And
so with the great principles of the Rosaecrucian Order deeply impressed upon his mind, and
at the close of the Rosaecrucian day, he entered into the mysteries of a new life.

He was a man of sterling qualities and commanded the respect of all with whom he
came in contact, both in business and social affairs. He was prominent in the fraternal
orders of his home city, being Noble Grand of the Lodge of Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. He was also an active member of the Knights of Pythias, Red Men, and Rosae-
crucians. !

We knew the inner life of the man, the soul in all its beauty of unfoldment while on the
cross of life. Seemingly he was a beginner in the Rosaecrucian work, yet he was familiar
with the scientific and philosophical teachings of the Order. He lived his life according to
the law of the Triangle, fitting perfectly into the many places in life which he was called
upon to fill. Always harmonious and with perfect equilibrium in all things, ever seeking to
draw others upward into his own spiritnal atmosphere. He lived each day by the teachings
of the Rosaecrucian Philosophy, and on the day of his transition the Rosaecrucian light was
still shining, leading him upward. And so the Great Force has left the body, to enter into
a new activity with the mind’s storchouse well filled for a new beginning of life on a higher
plane.
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Editorial Expressions

READING AND UNDERSTANDING.

It has greatly surprised us lately to find that
a few of our readers who are not members of
our Order, have believed that we,—that is, the
Order and its Officers—have made in the past
a prophecy that the Master Morya was coming
to America to visit our Lodges and to lecture.

We have tried in every way possible to make
_ it clear in these pages, that such a prophecy—
really made as a threat—emanated from one
whose sole purpose was to sell what he called
signed portraits of the coming Master. His
belief was that such a statement would tend
to increase the sale of the pictures and at the
same time help to unite many movements under
the banner of the Master Morya.

Editorially and otherwise we have pointed
out that such a visit was unlikely. We have
called attention to the fact that while the
prophecy appeared in our magazine, as it did
in others, it appeared in a signed article having
an editorial introduction wherein we disclaimed
all responsibility for the statements made.

Recently we announced that it had been of-
ficially reported that the Master Morya had
passed from earth life on the very day he was
supposed to have been in America. In that
announcement, wherein we quoted another
magazine, we tried to make it possible for our
readers (it was not necessary with our mem-
bers!) to read between the lines and see that
we, as well as many others, looked upon the
notice of Master Morya's passing as very
significant in the light of the persistent state-
ments of his coming.

But some seem unable to read between the
lines. They hold that we, this magazine and
our Order—have made the prophecy of the
Master Morya’s coming, and now cover that
prophecy by stating that the Master has left
this earthly life. Such inability to appreciate
the true or deeper import or sense of what is
written accounts for the great misunderstand-
ing of many of nature’s most simple laws and
the continued failure, on the part of many,
to ever receive truth from any teaching what-
soever. Truly, not all are prepared for the

Great School; many demand admittance, but
few are prepared.

This subject leads us to say, also, that a few
have misunderstood our statements regarding
the war in America. We have repeatedly said,
and say again and again: War will not come
to America to devastate her lands, ruin her’
crops, despoil her homes and destroy her busi-
ness and trade. Again we say: this fair land
will pass through the present international
crises without destruction and without hinder-
ing the growth of all that is good and loving
and peaceful. The declaration of war on the
part of the Congress of the United States does
not create war here, nor does it bring to our
land that which the destructive pessimists have
predicted for many years. Only a short time
from now the truth of our statements will be
very clear. In the meantime we ask our
critics to withold their judgment which cannot
be better than ours, to say the least Let those
who find America at the present time in the
horrible throes of war step out into the peaceful
plains and valleys of our land and see the ever
faithful and trustful farmer and his good wife
enjoying all the contentment of peace and
plenty and then think of those in the plains and
valleys of Europe. Will the comparison warrant
the statement that we—America and its
people—are in the midst of a horrible war?
Truly war is an attitude of mind and once the
thought takes root it grows like the green
monster jealousy, without rhyme or reason.
Such minds with such thoughts are to be held
accountable some day for the existence of war.
They are not prophets, not passive observors
of conditions, but annihilists working with the
most destructive force known to man,—
destructive thought waves. May God forgive
them and Peace o’erpower them.

b opook

THE GREATEST LESSON
IN THE WORLD.

May we be pardoned for the telling of this
story, an incident from life within our personal
experience?
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On a Saturday morning at eleven o’clock
there came into the Executive Offices of our
Supreme Grand Lodge a man of foreign
appearance and with old and worn foreign
clothes. He seemed to be about 45 years of
age, robust with the health of a foreign peasant
fresh from the fields of agriculture. There was
a kindly smile in his eye, and his lips spoke
hesitatingly as he asked: “This is the Office
of Rosae Crucis?” His accent was French,
" his voice soft, his mannerisms those of an
educated, cultured nobleman.

~ “I am a foreigner in your city, a stranger in
your land, if you please,” he said, “and having
heard of your Lodge here I came to you to
ask a favor. Forgive me if I am intruding, but
on Monday morning I will begin some work
in your city and until that time I must take
care of myself in some way. I am without
funds and I ask the privilege of doing some
menial work so that I may earn enough to have
a few meals and a place to sleep until Monday
morning.”

He gave his name and a birthdate, insisting
in a most significant manner that we note that
his birth-hour was 11 A .M. He insisted that
he be permitted to do some menial work. “I
would like to clean, scrub, sweep, dust. No,
I will not accept breakfast until after I have
earned it, and I thank you for an opportunity
to come here and clean your Temple.”

Realizing that the man’s motives were
prompted with a beautiful spirit, we assigned
him the menial task of cleaning the Lodge room
of the Temple. And, never have we seen a
man work so faithfully, so carefully, with brush,
broom, pail and water. At 12:30 we invited
him to have lunch with us at the little dining
table set apart in an upper room for the Im-
perator and the Supreme Secretary. An un-
usually fine lunch had been prepared and dur-
ing the meal the stranger delivered in the most
eloquent language a message of love, kindness
and peace. His voice was soft at times, like
the voice of a mystic; at other times he rose
from his chair and broke forth into wonderful
oratory; sometimes he brought the tears to
our eyes and drew from our hearts a yearning
to grasp him in our arms and say just one
word :
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BROTHER!

As the meal progressed we learned that he
came of a wealthy family living in Marseilles
on the coast of the Mediterranean. His father
was a wealthy banker, his mother a sweet and
learned woman. He could speak and write
eight or ten languages including the Syrian,
Persian,— and our own symbolical language.
Yet he was without pretense and without
claims of any kind.

The Secretary waited upon him and served
him and this brought forth one strange and
significant remark: “It is I who should be the
Servant at the table with the Masters.”

When the meal was finished—all too soon
we thought—the stranger returned to his work.
When the Temple and every chair, seat, bench,
window and corner in it had been cleaned, he
came into the outer offices asking for more
work. The Secretary had been busy making
the stranger’s horoscope (as seemed desired by
the stranger’s remarks about his hour of birth).
The Imperator consulted the map and found
every indication of a remarkable soul, a true
mystic. He was more than a mystic,—but be-
fore the answer could be found the stranger
interrupted by asking for more work; he was
not satisfied. But the Secretary offered him
some money and told him, politely, that he
had done sufficient for one day.

Then it was that the stranger revealed him-
self. The Imperator approached him with hand
extended. The stranger made a courteous bow
and extending his hand, the two hands were
instantly clasped and in that odd clasp the
Imperator found the stranger giving a High
Officer’s Rosaecrucian Grip!

What did it mean? The Imperator called to
the Secretary and said: “Brother Secretary,
shake hands with our friend; he has a sign to
give to you.” And then the stranger gave to
the Secretary another grip and sign which even
the Secretary did not understand, it being
peculiar to only the very highest degree of our
Order, the Illuminati! All that the stranger
said was this: “I am happy, sirs, to have had
the pleasure on my first visit to your Temple,
to clean the Lodge and give the service I have
given.” Then making another sign—a sign
often made by the Imperator as a blessing—
he passed out of the Temple and on his way.
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Simplicity is the greatest mystery, and the
human body is the supreme field for the oc-
cultist. After all, mysticism and occultism
have but one aim—understanding and knowl-
edge of what Life is. Truly may we say with
Job: “Whence, then, cometh wisdom, and
where is the place of understanding.”

If it is true that “From God we came, and
to God we return,” life is but the attainment of
that Consciousness which is of God. Man is
therefore shut out from the knowledge of his
true being until he seeks atonement with his
own Divine Life Principle, and its evolution
and manifestation in himself. Why do we al-
ways seek on the outside that which is within?
Why do we deplore the darkness, when all . we
have to do to get Light is to open the door?

The study of self is the first step and the
only step in occult research.

Hermes Trismegistus represented the three
constituent principles of man’s terrestrial body
by “salt, sulphur and mercury,” or matter, spir-
it and soul which are respectively the elements
of earth, water and fire. Where their equili-
brium is attained by the addition of air, the
fourth “element,” we have the healthy, perfect
Man.

When it is suggested that the student should
study man, it is not intended that he should
seek a demonstrator in anatomy, nor that he
should be inflated with his own vanity and
superiority, but that he should study Man in
a broader and higher sense as, matter, Spirit
and Soul. He should be conversant with
anatomy, physiology, hygiene, mental thera-
peutics, the so-called magnetism and the
Science that pertain to the inner man,—that
mysterious guardian who controls the involun-
tary actions, and watches over the circulation,
the heart’s pulsation and the respiratory organs
during sleep. The physical body, being
material, may grow and acquire strenght by
the proper assimilation of material nourish-
ments, and realizes by contact alone. The
soul, being the immortal, the immaterial, the
divine essence of the Creator, must receive its
sustenance direct from God alone, and realize
through concentration, and meditation. Thus
we open up the floodgates of the Soul for the
Divine Life Force. By concentration in medi-
tation, holding the mind receptive to the

Divinity within and in a positive attitude of
repression to all outside thought and with
even, regular breathing, we may with practice
enter into harmonious relationship with the
Divine. From that source we will gain knowl-
edge, which, although it is the result of the
soul’'s own experiences, in time will make us
sharers in the wonders of God’s Omnipotence
and recover our lost Sovereignty.

When this “flight of the Alone to the Alone”
is realized or participated in, an ecstacy of
consciousness, unframable by any medium of
expression known to finite mind, is felt
throughout the whole system. That is the
exalted communion with God, and Nature
which the Christian churches talk of and know
not, the Easterners call Yoga, and the Egyp-
tian Initiates attained and thought.

The spirit of Nature is a unity, creating and
forming everything, and by acting through
the instrumentality of man it may produce
many wonderful things. Such process takes
place according to Naturallaw. The soul,
which is the real man, depends upon the body
for expression it is proper here to correct the
fallacy of many so-called “teachers” that the
body should be “crucified” and the flesh should
be “killed” in order to attain spirituality. True
soul expression is attained in a well balanced
and healthy body. It being the abode of the
Divine it is worthy of our best care. When
we look upon a body, a tree, a plant, or a herb,
we see the physical expression of the same, but
as there is an indestructible force inherent in
all matter, which has the power to stimulate
the atoms to assume new relationships and
galvanize the energy latent in dormant cells
into higher state of action, we realize that it
is not the physical or grosser principle which
either nourishes or cures, as in the case of
herbs or food. Food is the medium through
which this Force acts in the human body.
During metabolism that atomic energy is
liberated which stimulates into conscious
action those cells whose activity is required to
carry forward cell evolution. During this
process it loses none of its properties, but is
merely changed into other states or conditions.

Students of occultism should seek to attain
a perfect expression of soul in a properly
developed body. Perfect unison of vibration
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Psychic Force and Its Manifestations

By Edward W. Cox, S.L.,, F.R. G. S.
For 4th Degree Members
(Based Upon the Investigations of the London Dialectical Society)

WHAT IS THE PSYCHIC FORCE?

A force is visibly, palpably, audibly operat-
ing before us. It is manifest to three of our
senses. CAN all of these be deceived? Is
it possible that the three senses of ten persons,
seeing, hearing, and feeling the same thing at
the same moment in the same manner, can
be the dupes of a mere imagination? Were the
motions we witnessed real or fanciful; were
the sounds we heard actual or ideal? If what
we saw and heard was not sufficient proof of
the FACT, all evidence is worthless and truth
is unattainable. On similar evidence a jury
would instantly convict of murder and a judge
would hang without hesitation. All the busi-
ness of life is conducted in reliance upon less
evidence of the same senses. If we are to re-
ject the testimony of such experiments as these,
we must reject al testimony of the eye, the ear,
and the touch. Three-fourths of the sciences
are based upon experiments infinitely more
open to doubt and question than those which
establish the existence of the Force, whatever it
may be, that moves and makes audible sounds
on heavy bodies without physical contact or
connection. Its existence is demonstrated by
evidence as certain and perfect as that which
proves the existence of electricity, magnetism,
and other invisible and intangible forces of na-
ture. It was impossible for us, with such evi-
dence, repeated thirty-eight times, under vari-
ous tests and divers conditions, to do other
than acknowledge THE EXISTENCE of the
Force we had thought by our experiments to
disprove, although we failed to come to any
satisfactory conclusion with respect to the
SOURCE and NATURE of that Force. Upon
these points very wide differences of opinion
prevailed, some deeming it to be a spiritual
presence, others, and the scientific observers
especially, coinciding with my own conviction
that it is a purely physical force, proceeding in
some as yet untraced manner from the nerve
organization—probably the nerve atmosphere
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which Dr. Richardson contends is enveloping
all of us,—extended in Psychics to an abnormal
distance from the extremities of the nerves, and
directed by the same intelligence that governs
the action of the nerves themselves; the motive
power being frequently that unconscious ac-
tion of the brain which Dr. Carpenter has inves-
tigated with so much ability and success, to
which he has given the name of “Unconscious
Cerebration,” and for asserting which he has
been so mercilessly accused of gullibility by his
brother Scientists. .

But it will be just to state fairly the conten-
tion on either side among those who acknowl-
edge the existence of the Force but differ in
opinion as to its origin.

The most numerous, though not the most
scientific, section are they who, unable to ex-
plain the phenomena upon the instant, have
adopted the time-honored practice of solving
a scientific problem by the easy process of as-
signing it to the convenient region of the super-
natural. As it ever was, so it is now. Each
one of Nature’s Forces has in its turn been at-
tributed to angels or demons, before Science
condescended to recognize its facts and give
them a place in its own domain. As soon as
the fact is seized, stripped of all that fancy has
thrown about it, investigated, measured, and
found to fit, as all facts do, with the natural
order of things, that fact has instantly ceased to
be the subject of superstition.

So it will be with the Psychic Force. When
recognized by Science as one of the natural
forces, it will speedily cease to be.a supersti-
tion itself or the parent of superstition. All
honor to the man who has had the courage to
grapple with it and drag it out of the posses-
sion of Superstition into the domain of Sci-
ence.

Wherefore do we call it PSYCHIC Force?
To distinguish it from MUSCULAR Force.

Distinctly associated with the human organi-
zation, it may be, probably it is, that it exists
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in all human beings in greater or less degree;
but so far the evidence is, that it is possessed
to an extraordinary extent by certain persons,
to whom the appropriate name of PSYCHICS
is proposed to be given. It is not exhibited
save within an undefined, but still limited, cir-
cle about a Psychic. It varies from day to
day, from hour to hour, almost from minute
to minute, according to the nervous condition
of the Psychic. It issues in pulsations, as was
plainly manifested in the experiments made
with Mr. Crookes’s mechanism, and minutely
described in the “Quarterly Journal of Sci-
ence.” Whatever affects the Psychic instant-
ly affects the Force. It comes with him and
goes with him. All the conditions, more fully
to be set out hereafter, point directly to the
Psychic as the source of it.

And that is the conclusion of the scientific
section of the investigators, with few excep-
tions.

On the other hand, the majority of the un-
scientific relieve their minds from the disagree-
able condition of doubt by assuming the Force
to be spiritual. This is so easy a solution of
every problem in nature we are unable to
solve at once, that it has ever been the favor-
ite means of accounting for the unaccount-
able,

THE THEORY OF SPIRITUALISM.

The “Spiritualists,” for that is the name they
have assumed in accordance with their theory,
have exercised considerable ingenuity in mold-
ing that theory to the facts. Their creed, as
I gather it from the most intelligent of its vo-
taries, may be thus briefly described:—

Man, they say, is composed of body, mind,
and spirit. A blow will extinguish the mind,
and the body inhabited by the spirit may con-
tinue to live. When the body dies, the spirit
which occupied it in life passes into a new
existence, in which, as it was here, it is sur-
rounded by conditions adapted to its structure
as a being which by earthly senses is deemed
immaterial because impalpable to them, but
which is really very refined matter. Into this
new existence it passes precisely as it left the
present life, taking with it the mental, but not
the bodily, characteristics it had on earth, so
far as these are adapted to the altered condi-
tions of that new existence. The intellect is

enlarged to the extent only of the increased
power of obtaining intelligence necessarily re-
sulting from exemption from the laws of gravi-
tation and the conditions of time and space that
limit the powers of the spirit while it is in the
flesh.

The reason, say the Spiritualists, why we
are not always conscious of the presence of the
spirits that are thronging everywhere about us
is that our senses are constructed to perceive
only the coarse material of this earth, and
therefore we cannot perceive the refined mat- .
ter of which a spirit is composed. If a spirit
touches us, we can no more FEEL the particles
of musk that another sense tells us are filling
the room. The disembodied spirit has no
means of communication with us in ordinary
circumstances, because its substance is not
perceptible by our senses.

A Psychic (or Medium, as the Spiritualists
call him) is a person possessing an abnormal
amount of animal magnetism (which is the
name THEY give to what WE call the Psychic
Force). This is something that proceeds from
the human body—matter of some kind project-
ed from the whole or part of the structure,
and, like the other forces of nature, is per-
ceptible to our senses only when it meets with
some obstacle, All possess it, more or less.
The medium has it more, and thus attracts it
from those with whom he is in communica-
tion. When this affluent substance is suffi-
ciently abundant, the spirits, which are al-
ways about us, are enabled to use it as a me-
dium of communication between themselves
and human beings. They have power to seize
and shape it into a substance palpable to our
senses. Hence the need for the presence of
a medium. Hence the uncertainty of the mani-
festations. Hence the continual fluctuations of
the magnetic material, according to external
conditions of health, atmosphere, temperature,
and other influences.

A spirit, say the Spiritualists, of necessity
can manifest itself to our senses only by assum-
ing a substance sufficiently solid to make an
impression upon some one of them. We might
be surrounded by spirits and yet be utterly un-
conscious of their presence. The air may be so
thronged with them that we could never lift
an arm without touching or passing through
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a spirit, and yet we might live and die in per-
fect ignorance of their presence, because our
senses are incapable of perceiving the impres-
sions made by matter more refined than that
which they are constructed to perceive.

In this Spiritualist creed there is nothing ab-
solutely IMPOSSIBLE. It may be that, as
Milton sings:

Millions of spiritual creatures walk the carth.

Unseen both when we wake and when we sleep.

As Lord Lytton says, seeing how life teems
in all the visible creation, it may be a not un-
reasonable presumption that the vast inter-

spaces between the worlds are not altogether’

void of life, and it is conceivable that spirit,
in its infinite immateriality, may find there a
dwelling-place,

But, however ingenious this creed may be,
the question is, if it be not purely speculative—
a merely fanciful creation, unsupported by any
solid FACTS? True, that it explains all the
phenomena of Psychism, but so it would ex-
plain every other problem in science—and it
has, in fact, been invoked for that purpose in
all ages and countries. All of the many mar-
vels of science were sought to be explained at
first by the easy process of referring them to
supernatural (or spirit) power, until sober-
minded men investigated them, and proved
them to be purely natural, and then they ceased
to be the subjects of wonder and the basis
of superstition.

So it will be with the speculations of Spiritu-
alism. Touched by Science its visions will van-
ish, and the facts that lie at the bottom of it
will become a solid and invaluable addition to
our knowledge of the physiology and psy-
chology of Man.

THE SCIENTIFIC THEORY OF PSYCHIC
FORCE.

On the other hand, the scientific theory of
the Psychic Force whose existence may now
be deemed to be demonstrated, may be shortly
stated thus:—

There is a Force proceeding from, or di-
rectly associated with, the human organization,
which, in certain persons and under certain
conditions, can cause motion in heavy bodies,
and produce audible and palpable sounds in
such bodies, without muscular contact or any
material connection between any person pres-
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ent and the heavy body so moved or on which
the sounds are produced.

This Force appears to be frequently directed
by some intelligence.

For the reasons presently to be specified, we
conclude that this Force is generated in cer-
tain- persons of peculiar nervous organization
in sufficient power to operate beyond bodily
contact. To these persons the Spiritualists
have given the name of “mediums,” on the
assumption that they are the means of com-
munication between disembodied spirits and
the living; but they who, with myself, dispute
the theory of Spiritualism, have given to those
persons the more appropriate name of
PSYCHICS.

There can be little doubt that the Force is
possessed by every human being,—that it is a
necessary condition of the living nerve, if, in-
deed, it be not the vital force itself; but that
it is possessed by Psychics in extraordinary
degree. In ordinary persons it ceases to op-
erate at or near the extremities of the nerves;
in Psychics it flows beyond them in waves of
varying volume and power. Mr. Crookes, in-
deed, has recently constructed an instrument
of extreme delicacy, which seems to indicate
the existence of the Psychic Force more or
less in every person with whom he has made
trial of it.

The existence of such a Force is asserted
by Dr. Richardson, in a recent article in the
“Popular Science Review,” in which the nerves
are enveloped, and by whose help it is that
the motion of their molecules communicates
sensations and transmits the commands of the
will. This nerve ether is, he thinks, no other
than the vital force. It extends with all of us
somewhat beyond the extremities of the nerve
structure, and even beyond the surface of the
bedy, encompassing us wholly with an envel-
ope of nerve atmosphere, which varies in its
depth and intensity in various persons. This,
he contends, will solve many difficult prob-
lems in Psychology and throw a new light on
many obscurities in Physiology and Mental
Philosophy.

If Dr. Richardson be confirmed in this dis-
covery, there can be little doubt that the
Psychic Force is that nerve ether or nerve
atmosphere,
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But, say the Spiritualists, your Psychic
Force is directed by some intelligence. How
is THAT to be accounted for? Whence and
what is that intelligence? Unles you can show
that it proceeds from the Psychic, or some
person present, you MUST conclude that it is
the product of some other being, and as no
other being is visibly present that being must
be a spirit.

To this argument of the Spiritualists, urged
in a tone of triumph, the advocates of a
Psychic Force have an answer, which appears
to be complete.

We contend that the intelligence that di-
rects_the Psychic Force is the intelligence of
the Psychic and no other. The reasons for
such a conclusion will be set forth presently
and will be admitted by the impartial to be
overwhelming. All the conditions requisite to
the production and exercise of the Force are
consistent with its origin in and direction by
the Psychic and inconsistent with any con-
ceivable action of the disembodied spirits of
the dead.

But for the manner in which the force may
be governed I must turn to Dr. Carpenter; as
for its source I have referred to the authority
of Dr. Richardson.

The explanation will be found in Dr. Car-
penter’s theory of “unconscious cerebration,”
or, in less learned language, the capacity of
the brain, under certain conditions, to work,
not only without the will, but without the con-
sciousness, of the individual. A familiar in-
stance of this is seen in the case of a person
stunned. He will walk, talk, return to his
home, undress, go to bed, although conscious-
ness is annihilated, and when he “recovers his
senses” as it is called, he has no memory of
anything, not even of time, from the moment
when the blow was received to the moment
of consciousness revived. Another instance is
the frequent one of somnambulism, natural
and artificial, in both of which states the brain
acts perfectly and often more powerfully than
in the normal state, while consciousness is sus-
pended. Numerous instances are collected by
Dr. Carpenter, who attributes to this curious
condition most of the phenomena of mesmer-
ism, electro-biology, and other hitherto myste-
rious mental states which scientific men, unable

to explain, have contented themselves with de-
nying or ignoring, and unreflecting persons
have attributed to supernatural influences, as
the solution nearest at hand. But if this be
the true cause, nothing is more simple and
obvious than the application of it to the facts
that have so long perplexed physiologists and
mental philosophers, and for accepting whicn
as FACTS (though they could not explain
them) so many honest observers have been
called dupes or knaves.

This is probably the Intelligence that di-
rects the Psychic Force. It is the brain of the
Psychic in that condition of “unconscious
cerebration” of which Dr. Carpenter has dem-
onstrated the existence, and which he has
dared to maintain in defiance of the accusa-
tions of being gullible made by his scientific
brethren, always jealous of those who claim
the honor of a new discovery.

The Scientific theory, then, which I venture
to oppose to the Spiritualist theory of phe-
nomena, whose existence is demonstrated by
evidence as conclusive as any that establishes
the other facts of Science, is that the Force
whose operations are seen in the motion of
heavy bodies when untouched and heard in
the audible and palpable sounds that come
from them, is the Force which Dr. Richardsor
contends to be always existing in the nerve
system, and that the Intelligence which as cer-
tainly often directs that Force is the “Un-
conscious Cerebration” of Dr. Carpenter.

THE ARGUMENT FOR THE PSYCHIC
THEORY,

I now propose to set forth the facts that ap-
pear to me to give consistent support to the
SCIENTIFIC theory thus stated, and to be en-
tirely inconsistent with the Spiritualist theory.
These are—

I. The necessity for the presence of a human
being having some unascertained peculiarity of
constitution, whom the Spiritualists call “a
Medium,” but to whom the Scientists have
preferred to give the more scientific title of
“a Psychic.”

II. A Psychic is a person possessing no
known superiority of mind or body. He differs
in no perceptible manner from other persons.
The faculty is not associated with any special
intelligence or virtue, nor with any condition of
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flow of the Force in synchronous waves vary-
ing in intensity.

XV. The Force is materially influenced by
the electric and magnetic conditions of the
atmosphere and of surrounding bodies; by heat
and cold, by moisture and dryness, and still
more by the nervous condition of the persons
present, and especially of the Psychic.

Note.—These conditions are precisely such as
would be likely to affect the flow of the Force from
the Psychic, but difficult to assert as being likely to
affect disembodied spirits. It cannot be said to be
impossible, but it is certainly highly improbable that
spirits, according to any reasonable conception of
their nature, could be impeded in their action, b
a shower of rain, a close room, the order in whic
people sit, the headache of one person and the tooth-
ache of another. But these incidents would neces-
sarily affect a Psychic Force.

XVI. The Force is not exhibited imme-
diately, save in rare instances. There is an
interval of more or less duration, frequently
above half an hour, before any symptoms of its
presence are shown. Let a stethoscope be
then applied to the table, and faint creakings
are audible IN THE BODY, not at the surface,
of the wood, as if a pin was striking its fibres.
The sounds grow louder by degrees, and occa-
sionally are so loud as to be audible in distant
rooms, and they proceed from the wall, the
ceiling, and pieces of furniture far beyond the
reach of the Psychic, as well as from the table
at which the party is seated. Wherever heard
they appear to proceed from within, rather than
from the surface. The vibrations are distinctly
felt by the hand, insomuch that a deaf person
can usually discover the blows and their com-
munications as readily as they who have the use
of their ears. The motions also grow in vigor;
they begin with a faint tremor, then a violent
shaking of the entire fabric; then tiltings, now
on this side, now on that, and then rising from
the ground, all which conditions indicate the
operation of a purely mundane force. The proc-
ess is similar to that senen in the gathering of
the electric force; it must be accumulated be-
fore it becomes powerful, or even sensible to
us—at least, there is waiting for an indefinite
time, and then a slow but steady growth of
the Force. But ultimately the Psychic be-
comes exhausted by the process.

(Continued Next Month)
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