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Notice To Our Readers

We are still gaining on the time lost in pub-
lishing and mailing our issues and each issue
brings us a little nearer our proper date of
mailing.

The many expressions of appreciation of the
last issues and the earnest, cordial demand that
we continue to give the same helpful, in-
structive information forces us to work slowly

and carefully in the selection and preparation
of matter for each issue. Many will miss this
issue because they have not renewed their sub-
scription. If any errors are made in this re-
gard, please notify the Business Manager as
soon as possible.

(See page Twenty-two regarding subscrip-
tions.)

(=) —— ) () —— () ———— () —(J— (3 — (N (D ————— (N (D — () () —— {.] (.}

TABLE OF CONTENTS

What Rosaecrucianism Means............ 2
Man a Miniature Sun.................... 3
The Atomic Fixed Laws................. 5
An Official Inquiry............ccoeuunen... 8
The Call ......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaennn 9
GOd WEOLE . c.ouvsaimwssman o wamansos s o 10
The Secretary-General Resigns............ 11
Sweet Singers ..........ciciiiiiiiia, 12
Greetings ......... ... ittt 13
The Sacred Kingdom..................... 14
Peculiarities of Figures................... 16

The Rosaecrucian New Year.............. 17
Egyptian Hieroglyphics .................. 19
Intuition .........cciiiiiiiiiiiiiennnnn. 20
Happiness .........ccoiiviiiiiiaiaaaa... 21
Chinese Visits to America, 499 A. D....... 23
Blooms in My Rose Garden.............. 25
Editorial Expressions .................... 26
A Mystic’s Advice................o.e... 27
Work of the Order....................... 28
Questions and Answers.................. 29
Book Reviews ........ccvveviinennnnnnnnn 31

—J IO = O O I O I O

(o} — () —

| —{) ————— () —{}—— ) () ——— () () ———— (N —{(J——— () — () ——— () — ().

IO 003 0—=0

March 2, 1917, Ex-Cathedra
















THE AMERICAN ROSAE CRUCIS

A and grouping them in the same relation to
each other as shown in Figure B, we discover
another law. For example, we show atoms
numbered 6, 8 and 9 of Figure A. In Figure B
we see these three atoms in precisely the same
relation to each other as they occupied in
Figure A.

Now, by drawing a line from the centre of
each of these three atoms to the centre of the
others we have a triangle. If we consider the
one atom (number 9) as resting upon two
others, as constitutes a building of layers, or
strata, we find in Figure E that the triangle
has a certain height indicated by the dotted
lines. We also note that the triangle is not an
equilateral triangle. (And this is important to
all Rosaecrucians.)

If, on the other hand, we take three atoms
from the grouping in Figure D, we find another
law. By taking any three atoms, or in this
example by taking atoms numbered 4, § and 7,
and placing them in the same relation to each
other as they are in Figure D, we find that a
triangle can be formed by drawing a line from
the centres of the atoms. But in this case the
triangle is an equilateral triangle.

By comparing these two triangles as shown
in Figures E and F we see that they have dif-
ferent heights (indicated by the dotted lines)
and the height is shown by the two heavy lines
in the centre of the diagram.

This, says Dr. Dalton, shows the height of
the strata of each grouping of atoms.

He also calls attention to the fact that in the
grouping shown in Figure D, the angles are
always 60 or 120 degrees—a fact to be kept in
mind by all Rosaecrucians.

Therefore, we see that when the law of the
triangle (the equilateral triangle) demonstrates
or manifests itself in the composition of matter
or the arrangement of atoms, we have an en-
tirely different and important demonstration of
the atomic laws.

The grouping in Figure D represents the
grouping of atoms in the formation of ice. By
this arrangement of the atoms the air space or
“air” is eliminated to a great extent and thereby
the liquid becomes more solid. This is ac-
counted for by the two facts, that since the
atoms fit more closely together the matter be-
comes more solid, and by the elimination of
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air which takes from the water a great amount
of its elasticity.

To further demonstrate the grouping of
atoms in this fashion in the formation of ice,
Dr. Dalton points to another interesting fact.
He calls your attention to the formation of ice.
He asks you to note that when water freezes
by sudden congelation (that is, when water is
brought into an atmosphere below the freezing
point and is suddenly chilled) certain forms of
crystals or spiculz can be seen upon the surface
of the water. Figure G shows one of these
spicula and it illustrates two points: that the
atoms co-related to one another as shown in
Figures C and D, and that the angles are very
significant.

An examination of the designs shown ‘in
snowflakes will teach one many interesting
facts regarding the laws embraced in the fore-
going statements,

COMBINING ATOMS

Let us turn our attention now to Plate Three.
Here Dr. Dalton illustrates many other laws
of the atoms,

To understand what Dr. Dalton meant to
convey—and to make plain to our Rosaecru-
cian readers the laws they have been studying
—we must bear in mind that all atoms have a
certain aura around them due to their vibra-
tions. Considering the nature of an atom and
its composition from the Rosaecrucian point of
view, it is not surprising that we should speak
of an aura surrounding an atom. This aura of
influence or magnetic quality has been recog-
nized by scientists many years. David A. Wells
wrote in his book issued in 1863 that atoms
possessed a certain polarity which gave them
a certain magnetic force, and he said that “the
action of these forces compels the atom, in
assuming its place in a crystal (of matter) to
maintain a certain direction as respects the
contiguous particles” (or atoms).

In Figures 1, 2 and 3, of Plate Three, Dalton
shows atoms in groups to form certain elastic
fluids. Figure 1 shows atoms forming Hydro-
gen. Figure 2 shows Nitrous Gas. Figure 3
shows Carbonic Acid. What he intends to
show is that the aura from the atoms compos-
ing these three causes the atmosphere around
the atoms to be charged with certain emana-
tions from the atom, and that this atmosphere
and the vibrations in it cause the composition
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or element formed by the atoms to be “elastic.”
In this way, he says, are elastic fluids or gases
formed.

In Figure Four, however, we come to one of
the most interesting diagrams and illustrations
of the atomic laws. In fact the point which
Dalton tried to present in a veiled way has not
been fully offered to the workers in chemistry
before; and it is only with the hope that some
chemists or workers in chemistry may find in
my more or less veiled explanation some help
for their problems that I venture to elucidate
one of our Rosaecrucian laws.

Assuming (and this may not be an assump-
tion at all) that the atoms do have emanating
from them certain rays, we can best illustrate
these emanations by making them diagram-
matic. Therefore, we will consider that the
rays issue from the centre of each atom and
go outward from the atom in straight lines.
For a very good reason we will assume that
these rays form an aura around each atom and
that this aura is in the form of a square. (I
must repeat that this MAY NOT BE an as-
sumption at all.) We find, however, that there
are four emanations from each atom which
form diagonal lines in the square aura sur-
rounding each atom: in other words, there are
four definite rays from each atom, stronger
than the others, which leave the atom at equi-
distant points, and these rays are called the
POTENTIAL RAYS.

Another point to be remembered is that all
atoms are not of the same size. Figure § on
Plate Three shows a number of atoms repre-
senting 16 different elastic fluids, from A to P.
The atoms are drawn in their proportion to one
another, and the square of aura surrounding
each atom is drawn in proportion to the size
of the atoms. Thus we can plainly see by the
size of the square aura the difference in the
auras of each of these sixteen atoms.

Behind all the laws known to chemistry for
the mixing of certain atoms, or the mixing of
certain elements, is this law; that the rays
from each atom must meet and find harmony
with the rays of other atoms if they would mix.
This law is illustrated in Figure 4 on Plate
Three. There are four atoms of Azote (Nitro-
gen) in their square auras at the top of Figure
4. You will note that the rays from these four

atoms, forming the square auras around each
atom, unite or meet.

Because these rays join in this manner the
four atoms form a united element. You will
further note that the POTENTIAL RAYS of
each of the four atoms meet and thereby form
diagonals in the large square composed by the
four smaller squares. Now at the bottom of
the four squares of Azote there are two squares
containing atoms of Hydrogen. These latter
squares are larger than the others above them,
because the atoms and auras of Hydrogen are
larger than the atoms and auras of Azote, as
shown in the diagrams G and P in Figure 5.

However, the atoms of Hydrogen unite well
with the atoms of Azote because the diagonal
rays, or the POTENTIAL RAYS of all the
atoms in the combination in Figure 4, meet
and unite perfectly. This is shown in Figure
4 by the HEAVY DARK diagonal lines run-
ning through four squares and which represent
the Potential Rays.

To make this more clear, Figure € has three
different atoms and their auras enlarged. Here
we find that because of the difference of the
rays forming the auras of those atoms, not one
of the rays in one of those atoms or auras meet
with others. No matter how you may place,
or try to unite those three atoms—whatever
they may be—they will not make the perfect
mixture desired.

By this we learn that when the potential
rays of atoms unite there is one form of mix-
ture; and that when all the rays meet (as in
the upper four squares of Figure 4) there is
another mixture of a purer and unmodified
nature. And—when none of the rays unite we
find that the atoms do not give a true mixture
of any kind.

Thus we see that theoretically at least, there
is a great deal to study and learn about the
potentiality of atoms and the emanations of
atoms; for in the potentiality and in the rays
lie the secret of the combinations of atoms and
the formation of matter.

This, then, is the great work of the Rosae-
crucian Order, and in our Order, as in no other
teaching, are laws found making all those
things plain which I have been able to refer to
only in a veiled way in this interpretation of
the work and discoveries of Dr. John Dalton.
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God Wrote

(An Appreciation Of the Article in the November Rosae Crucis Entitled,
“God Spoke,” By H. Spencer Lewis, F. R. C.)

GOD WROTE. Each world a letter, and
each universe a word of sentence systems
reaching on towards infinity. Blue space the
tablet of His thoughts, star bright, sun-golden
as the day of days which makes the volume
of His love, and will, and word. And I, unlike
the fly that creeps among the markings of a
printed page not knowing of a single letter
there, can measure something of the majesty
of His unfolding volumes of immensity, His
thought eternal, and His life of Love.

GOD WROTE. Upon the stone, that, ‘'mid
the thunders of the mountain-top He placed
within the hands of one of old—a law to make
a people one with Him, that He, through them
might speak the language of His plan and pur-
pose for the age. Impatience and the sin of
man then broke the law, and stones of law, and,
in the break, the crystalled TRIANGLE and
SQUARE revealed another law than that in
human word. For He had written IN the
stone the vaster truth than word upon it.
though they read it not.

GOD WROTE. Amid the accusing throng
intent to curse her with the curse of God and
Man—when, stooping down, upon the sand
that pressed His feet He traced the word of
sin and judgment there, and rased it with His
hand till it was smoother, fairer than before.
And her accusers, and she who sinned, could
read the treasure of His thought divine and
know that sin—their sin—her sin, was not.

GOD WROTE. Upon the hearts of those
who make His Church, and they, repeating in
a symbol worship—within the pile of stone, of
pillared span and tower, a mount of reverence—
beneath up-lifted Gothic forest of the nave—
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in white robed throng of kneeling worshippers,
in up-turned face of saintly one, in Altar with
its light and cross, its Priest and mystery of
broken bread, and wine, that gives new life
and love and heaven-born ecstasy of soul—in
fellowship with the archangels and the hosts
of heaven—mingling with their forever sweet
orisons and their “In Excelsis” there—till in
the symbol worship of the Church below we
read His truth of Church that yet must be.

GOD WRITES. In symbol of the vision of
the night—amid the glorious colors of the dark
—with the delicious tracery of silence—in mys-
tery and hush more eloquent than oratorial
strain—and I can feel, can see the thoughts
that breathe the life eternal—and I can know
the fellowship of truth sublime, that was, and
is, and is to be.

GOD WRITES. Upon the soul of things,
and they who see can read and know of words
unspeakable—that break with love. The silver
ray, that, circling all that else were mean, en-
nobling it. The bursting, many colored glory
of the lives of Brother Men. The lustre of the
flower and fruit and tree that radiates—that
swells and surges in its joy to greet me, and
persists, until they meet and melt in me, and I
in them, and I and they are one—and, in myself
I see the circling vortex of the soul of all that
breathes, and is—and GOD, the great I AM—
myself the symbol of the whole.

Thus does God write, and blessed are the
eyes that see and know the symbol letters that
spell out the Soul of All

REV. GEORGE R. CHAMBERS,

Grand Master, Iowa Grand Lodge.
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The Sacred Kingdom

A Story of a Visit to the R. C. Temples and Shrines of Ancient Egypt
By Es-Rahad

CHAPTER 1

Looking Backward

IIOME day I will go to Egypt and
visit these old Temples and shrines,
and then, if there is any truth at

will find myself and my surround-
ings. Either my mind is obsessed
by vagaries from things I have seen and heard
in this life, or I actually recall scenes and in-
cidents of my past life or lives. A visit to
Egypt alone will determine the truth.” .

It was with such a promise to himself that
Phillip Norton broke the spell of the silent
meditation in which he had dreamed in retro-
spection for perhaps an hour. With full con-
sciousness dawning upon him and a realization
of the hour, he dismissed the matter with that
finality which meant, with Norton, “it shall be
done.”

Phillip Norton was a worldly man in the
eyes of his closest friends. They saw him only
as a Bohemian or a bachelor, living quietly,
even conservatively, in his studio facing Bryant
Park, on West Fortieth Street, in the very
heart of New York; but in the social world
peculiar to men of his type he was the pro-
verbial “social lion.” It was this fact, this
participation in social gaieties, his attendance
at afternoon teas, late dinners, theatre parties
and studio dances, that gave to Norton the
reputation which after all was not descriptive
of the true, or inner man.

Norton came from nowhere, so far as anyone
knew. For many years he had occupied the
same studio with its reception room, dining-
room and kitchenette in that building famous
for its Bohemian occupants. His entrance into
the social set of that world was sudden; but
just when or how, no one seems to recall. Nor
does it matter with those who live and even-
tually die in that world; men and women are
judged by what they are rather than by where
they came from; neither the past nor the future

EA TS
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concerns these care-free, happy, strangely-
bonded humans.

To those who showed the slightest interest
in Norton’s personal affairs the man seemed to
have sufficient income to live even more lux-
uriously than he did. He was not devoted to
any profession or business which occupied any
considerable part of his time, for one could
always locate Norton at one of three places—
his studio, the Fine Arts Club, or a certain
Turkish bath. When not at one of these places
he was walking through the parks, in the great
library opposite his studio or taking his usual
morning ride on the bridle path of Central
Park.

His appearance, figure, and attire suggested
ultra refinement and education, with the culture
which accompanies a college life and social life
abroad; in fact there was an indescribable Ger-
man air about many of his mannerisms and his
well pronounced likes and dislikes, which, how-
ever, were voiced only when demand was re-
peatedly made. Thus, while generally silent
regarding the European situation, when pressed
for an opinion his neutral attitude seemed to
lean slightly out of balance in favor of Ger-
many.

He was tall, slightly above the average in
both height and weight. His hair was dark
and plentiful, his eyebrows heavy, dark and
really attractive. His eyes were dark, brown
in color, though so deeply shaded by his heavy
eyebrows that they appeared as black as the
black diamonds which their glitter suggested.
His complexion was fair though, in the com-
pany of women there came to his cheeks a
bright color, adding wonderfully to the charm
of his kindly smile.

In fact, Phillip Norton was an attractive,
jovial, kindly fellow, as greatly liked by the
men as he was loved by the women. His ever-
ready wit, his briefly-told tales and his quick
solution for every social problem made him,
in a very short time, the master of the clique
in which he moved.
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before mentioned, and Neptune that God of the
water, and universal emotion. When the outer-
most of the known planets of our solar system
was given, by astronomers, the name Neptune,
it was not a matter of chance as they may have
imagined, but the never varying working of
infinite law. The influence of the vibrations
of this planet upon man effect directly his emo-
tions or his soul and lead him to great heights
or the utmost depths. So Neptune, trident in
hand, directs us through his element. He
arouses in us sympathy, compassion, hospital-
ity ; he withdraws us from the element of earth,
and leads toward vaster things, universal view
points, universal brotherhood, universal love.

This New Year horoscope of the R. C. by
synthesis results in Pisces; the “lady moon”
herself is there, and all indications point to the
harmonious working of the element of water
throughout the order, Universal brotherhood
and love! What greater endeavor, what greater
work can be imagined and the planets them-
selves now assist and draw us onward. Nep-
tune strives with all his might to lift us above
the present turmoil of the world. What may
we not accomplish as our hearts thrill to these
influences! Emotion (feeling) causes man to
think, thought leads to action, and so are raised
the temples of the ages.

(It is interesting to note that the birth-sign of our Imperator is Sagittarius and

his rising sign is Pisces,

His two great rulers are, therefore, Jupiter and Neptune. A

re-reading of this article with this in mind, brings much additional illumination to our

members.)—Publishers.

THE NATIONAL CONVENTION

Pittsburgh, Pa., July 31st to August 5th.

All our members should make note of this
date. After several changes the halls have been
rented and the plans made. We find that these
dates suit the greatest number and assure us a
very large attendance. The Imperator’s recent
trip through many states has indicated to him
the wide interest taken in this First National
R. C. Convention in America. Every lodge now
organized and those being organized have
pledged unstinted support of the Convention
and many novel, interesting and pleasant fea-
tures are planned.

Because of the great number who have been
accepted as Neophytes in cities where we have

no Lodges, and because so many others simi-
larly situated desire to be initiated, we have
planned a Special National Initiation during the
Convention for those whose applications are
received by the Supreme Secretary-General in
New York and passed upon before July 1st.
Those desiring to be Initiated at that time
should communicate with the Supreme Secre-
tary-General at once.

Many interesting features will be announced
in our next issue regarding this Convention.
Make no hotel or railroad plans until after read-
ing the February issue of this publication.
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whether the intellect understands the cause or
not. Happiness is the natural reward of right
living. It is a sort of joyous peace or un-
troubled calm. It is stirred by passing moods,
as the wind ripples the stream, but abides in
the depths of the soul

Happiness varies in degree and kind with
the character and development of the man who
harbors it, of course. In the shallow, it shows
itself as simple good-nature. In those who
have suffered, learned and grown strong, it is
manifested in broad charity, a diffusive kind-
liness and helpfulness, while there are a few
who seem to radiate a pure exquisite sense of

happiness, as beings who walk always with
God. These are the fragile vessels over whom
we sigh with foreboding, feeling that we must
all too soon surrender them to a less harsh and
rigorous world.

Happy people attract us all as a load-stone
does magnetic particles. We feel, intuitively,
that happiness is the natural destiny of man,
but most of us set out on the wrong road, make
many mistakes and endure the inevitable pen-
alties before we are willing to become as little
children and enter into our natural inheritance
of love.

REGARDING SUBSCRIPTIONS

There seems to be some little misunder-
standing regarding the subscription rates to
this magazine. Beginning with the January
1917, issue the rate is $2.50 yearly. Single
copies 25 cents each. Old issues are as fol-
lows: January 1916 to October 1916 inclusive,
§0 cents per copy. November 1918 issue, $1.00
each while they last. December 1918 issue 25
cents each at present.

To those who wish to have a complete set
of the magazine for 1916 we offer the whole
12 numbers for $5.00 if ordered at one time be-
fore April first. After that date the cost may be
higher.

To those who wish to subscribe for 1917 and
also have a complete set of 1918, we offer a
combination subscription for the two years,
1916 and 1917, for $6.50 providing such com-
bination subscription is received before April
first. When such subscriptions are received,
the whole 12 issues for 1918 will be mailed at

once and the 1917 copies will be mailed

- monthly.

The price for copies of our back numbers
is constantly increasing according to their
scarcity. The demand for them is increasing
daily and we must be sure that those who wish
them really require them. When new Lodges
are organized there is always a certain demand
for the early issues with the “History of the
Order” and we must retain some copies for
that purpose.

Various changes have been suggested to
lower the cost of the production of this maga-
zine and we are reluctant to make them.
The copies now cost just about the retail price
and unless all our Brothers and Sisters work
together to increase the subscription list we
will not be able to produce as fine a magazine
as this is growing to be. It is your magazine
—please help it to grow healthy and strong.

By
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versies. In thy study, be totus in illis, that
thou mayest be singulus in arte. Be not ex-
travagant in the desire of learning every sci-
ence; be not aliquid tantum in omnibus. Be
faithful and complacent; betray no one’s se-
crets, I charge thee; never divulge the trust
either friend or enemy hath committed to thy

faith. Instruct all men to live well; and be a
good example thyself. Awvoid the fashion of
the times, its luxuries, and lasciviousness; but
love thy country, and be its friend. Be not
dismayed, though evil spoken of; conscientia
praestat mille testibus.

The Work of the Order

o URING the past month (February)
& we have seen an unusual growth in
||[3¢)/55) our Order. Aside from the number
WIEZE Y| of Lodges instituted or organized,
we have seen that gradual growth

of the understanding and power of
the Order which is not directly due to numbers.
While the real power of the Order can be
exerted only through many active members,
the power they exercise comes through devel-
opment and understanding.

In Brooklyn, N. Y., the Grand Lodge for the
State of New York was organized on February
27th and our Respected Grand Secretary Gen-
eral Thor Kiimalehto will become the Grand
Master for New York State. (More regarding
this subject will be found on another page in
this issue.)

Reports from all Lodges indicate that en-
thusiasm is increasing daily. As the various
Lodges advance in the teachings and pass to
the higher degrees, the members come to real-
ize the wonderful teachings which the Order
possesses.

On March 3rd our Imperator left New York
for a trip to many Lodges. His visits were as
follows: On Sunday evening, March 4th, he
spoke at a public meeting in Pittsburgh and on
Monday evening he addressed the 1st and 3rd
Degrees of the Grand Lodge there. Then on
Tuesday evening he addressed the members of
Paragon Lodge No. 2, A. M. O. R. C,, in Wil-
merding, Pa. Wednesday evening, March 7th,
he addressed a public meeting in Cleveland and
the following evening he addressed the mem-
bers of the Ohio Grand Lodge in that city.
On Friday the Imperator addressed the large
membership of the Illinois Grand Lodge in
Chicago and remained there to speak at a very
large public meeting on Sunday. By special
invitation on behalf of the University of Wis-
consin the Imperator spoke there on Monday
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night, March 12th. He left Madison the fol-
lowing day and reached Harlan, Iowa, to ad-
dress the Grand Lodge members there and he
was.to go to Omaha to speak on Friday even-
ing the 16th at our Grand Lodge of Nebraska;
but the snow storms prevented.

Upon the Imperator’s return to New York in
time to attend our New Year's festivities, he
spoke very highly of the wonderful reception
given to him in every city. By the public and
the members of our Order he was received as a
man with a message; and the reports of the
local secretaries in every city indicate that the
Imperator’s message was appreciated and effec-
tive. Aside from the many banquets, recep-
tions and courtesies extended to our Imperator,
there was given to him every assurance of
loyalty to the purposes of the Order and deter-
mination to make our principles paramount in
the minds and hearts of the thinking people of
America.

In all our Lodges in America the Rosaecru-
cian New Year was fittingly celebrated with
sacred festivities and a symbolical feast. This
night, March 21st, proved to be a very impor-
tant occasion in America, for in many cities and
states there were assembled hundreds of men
and women in love and peace, attuned with the
cosmic and sending into the axther vibrations
of goodness, peace, happiness and health. The
day will long be remembered and it marks not
only the first of a series of many happy New
Year celebrations throughout the country from
coast to coast, but it is the beginning of a new
year for our work—a year which will bring
wonderful results to our work and ideals.

Those living in any state and wishing to
know the address of the nearest Lodge Secre-
tary, should send their inquiries to the Supreme
Secretary General, 306 West 48th Street, New
York.
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Questions and Answers

THE MASTERS

R. F.—Is Master El Moria Ra and Moria El
the same person?

No. El Moria Ra is a living human being
who holds by election the position of Supreme
Executive of the Ancient and Mystical Order
Rosae Crucis. He was elected to this position
because of ability, knowledge and wonderful
love. Nothing supernatural is claimed for him,
of him, or by him, and his headquarters are in
Memphis, Egypt. El Moria, so far as we are

able to learn, is a more or less mythical master -

reputed to be many hundreds of years old by
virtue of a secret which enables him to live
continuously in this material expression. He
is also reputed to live in Thibet and was first
made known to the public through the Theo-
sophical Society. Rosaecrucianism teaches
that transition is imperative at certain times in
the cycles of life and that continuous life in
one body, though that body may change its
nature occasionally, is impossible. Therefore
we cannot accept the biography or claims made
for Moria El as much as we would like to.
The similarity in names is not a coincidence
nor significant. There is an explanation which
is sufficient but unimportant.

CREMATION

G.—I understand that Rosaecrucians believe
in cremation under certain conditions and I
also understand that the ancient Egyptians so
prepared the bodies of the dead that they were
preserved for all time. Can you explain this
inconsistency?

Rosaecrucians in some cases believe in cre-
mation, it being purely a matter of individual
opinion or desire. The conditions of which you
speak are, simply, that if a body of a Rosae-
crucian is cremated, the ashes must be de-
posited in the soil and allowed to mix with the
soil within seven days after transition. This
is to fulfill the Rosaecrucian law based upon
a natural law and a divine law, that “dust to
dust must return.” The ancient Egyptians did
preserve the bodies, but if you infer from that,
that the strict adherents to our Order preserve
bodies, you are mistaken; for the members of

our Order who lived the life and teachings were
generally cremated and evidence of this is
abundant in Egypt even at the present time.
You must not mistake all Egyptians as being
Rosaecrucians—far from it; and you must not
mistake all so-called Rosaecrucians of to-day
as being adherents to our Order and living the
life and teachings of our Order.

OUR FRIENDS

H. A.—Is Masonry friendly to your Order
and is your work antagonistic to Masonry?

We believe that this matter has been an-
swered many times in our magazine and in
such public statements as have been made by
the various lodges of our Order. We hold that
Masonry and Masons generally are our friends,
and we have never found any occasion warrant-
ing us to doubt such friendship. Fully 50 per
cent. of our male members are Masons and
most of them are of the higher degrees and they
are as enthusiastic about our work as we who
are not Masons. Certainly there is nothing in
our work or teachings antagonistic to Masonry
or to any Society, Organization, Religion or
Science. For further information on this point,
see the article in this issue regarding “An In-
quiry into the Rosae Crucis Order.”

ABOUT THE WAR

X.—What have your Mystics and Prophets
to say about the war in Europe?

Our Prophets are conservative and generally
silent. It is not our business or their business
to make public predictions of any kind. How-
ever since the Masters of our Order abroad and
especially those in Egypt, did predict in official
documents the coming of the war in Europe
many years before it occurred, and prepared
for it eighteen months before the first “scrap
of paper” was signed, it may be permissible to
say what our official documents proclaim as to
the outcome of the war. In general, it is that
war will end this year, that peace terms will
be started early in 1917 and that America will
have no war, even if war is declared by this
country against any other country now at war
in Europe. That there will be tense moments,
declarations and diplomatic moves is quite evi-
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dent, but all of this will tend to establish per-
manent peace, rather than war. We have in
the Imperator’s office a map sent from abroad
in connection with an official document which
indicates the readjustment of political condi-
tions when peace terms are negotiated. We
consider this map prophetic and reliable. In
our November issue we editorially spoke of
peace terms being offered in December or Janu-
ary and all our prophecies in this regard and
in regard to this European situation have been
fulfilled. Let us therefore, think of, inquire
about, and dream of Peace Profound rather
than War.

IMPQSSIBLE

K. F.—Does Rosaecrucianism claim to know
all that is to be known and to have a perfect
knowledge of everything?

Positively no. There is more to be known
than is known and what we know is but a very
small fraction of what we expect to know. By
“WE” is meant not the present generation but
the future generations, men and women of the
future. At present we realize in our Order as
we progress during the various degrees and
acquire certain knowledge not obtainable out-
side our Order that, after all, we really know
little and constantly discover that there are
fields and regions not yet explored by the
human mind. It is impossible for a Rosae-
crucian to believe that he can know all that is
to be known of the knowledge contained in the
universe, or that the Order possesses all the
secrets, laws and principles embraced in the
working of God’s laws. No one would be a

Rosaecrucian who believed that; for in all
humility we acknowledge our profound igno-
rance and recognize the fact that we are chil-
dren in the very kindergarten of nature.

OLD TOULOUSE

Philip.—I find that in some of the higher
Masonic degrees there is a Ritualistic office or
officer connected with the city of Toulouse.
I also see that in your Order you have much to
say about Toulouse. Was Toulouse at some
time the center of Mysticism or Masonry?

There is an officer in some of the degrees of
Masonry whose title refers to Toulouse, but
we cannot speak further of this matter. Our
Order in this country owes a debt of gratitude
to Toulouse because in that city there has been
a center of our work for many years from which
great help has come to us. However, Toulouse
is not considered as a world center of Mysti-
cism and it is because of other things that Tou-
louse is so dear to the hearts of Mystics. Itis
one of the oldest cities in France and was
known to the Romans as Tolosa. It was the
center of the birth of advanced civilization in
France, the city whose Lords and Counts had
much to do with Protestantism and with the
advancement of art, science and literature. At
some future time the editors will publish in this
magazine an article bearing on many of the in-
teresting points of the history of Toulouse
which had to do with things we are interested
in, and you and Masons and occult students
generally will learn why old Toulouse is a
city to be loved and held in fond remembrance.

CORN BREAD

Corn bread contains more nutriment than
wheat bread, and is a better diet for persons
suffering from liver and kidney disease. It is
likewise more stimulating to the bowel, and
aids in controlling the constipation so common
in these diseases. While the addition of sugar
makes it more palatable, it does not agree so
well with the digestive organs, as a rule, the
sugar causing fermentation. It is cheaper than
wheat bread, is readily prepared, and requires
little knowledge or experience to cook it. Ex-
cept in the South, the use of corn bread in the
form of dodgers and hoe-cake is almost un-
known. In ante-bellum days, corn bread was
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the staff of life with the Southern darkies, and
their well nourished bodies, white and regular
teeth and general freedom from disorders of
nutrition spoke with silent eloquence of its
nourishing qualities. Good pastry cooks are
rare, and badly cooked wheat bread is a pro-
lific source of indigestion. Corn bread is not
open to the faults so common with wheat
bread. It is not soggy, heavy or tough and
prone to fermentation. Nor does it require
such quantities to satisfy the appetite. Those
who suffer from acid indigestion, sour eruc-
tations, flatulence, etc., will be helped by sub-
stituting corn for wheat bread.
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Book Review

FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS, by
Henry Churchill King. The MacMillan Com-
pany, 66 Fifth Avenue, New York. Price
$1.50. President King presents here a master-
piece on fundamental questions, treated from
the modern dogmatic standpoint. The author
has taken up such subjects as: Suffering and
Sin, Prayer, Life’s Fundamental Decision,
Christian Unity, and Christianity as a World
Religion. We take the liberty to quote:

“The truth is that we have been very slow
in coming to recognize in.religion—what has
been long recognized in philosophy and social
theory.—what a true unity is; that unity
should be indeed organic, though in a different
sense from that often meant; and that frue
organic unity presupposes differences, not uni-
formity. Uniformity gives only a sandheap of
identical atoms, but no true unity. Paul’s
epoch-making figure of the body of Christ with
many different members and many different
offices must not be allowed to slip from our
minds. We cannot get this higher unity of an
organic body without different members and
different functions. These very differences
are necessary if the parts of the body are to be
members one of another, and are to be bound
together into the more significant unity of the
whole organic body. Paul's figure of the or-
ganism, thus, that became so influential later
in philosophic, ethical and social thinking,
thinks of a true unity, but nowhere of uni-
formity.”

The author faces squarely the paramount
question of the churches—Unity. We are
moving in leaps and bounds toward this ideal
and it is pleasing to see that both press and

pulpit recognize this fact and try to meet the
demand.

STEPS IN HUMAN PROGRESS, by
Christian D. Larson, published by Edward J.
Clode, New York. Price $1.00 net.

Among the New Thought writes Christian

D. Larson is the most logical and constructive
it has been our pleasure to read. In this vol-
ume Mr. Larson holds out a helping hand to
those who desire to achieve the very best in
life. He gives an exposition of the means
whereby humanity is climbing to higher
things—the Self, the Truth, the Spirit.

Although we personally, and as Rosae-
crucians, demand more than abstract theories,
we must admit that this book is helpful, be-
cause it calls into play and activity latent
forces for good. Itis a pleasure to recommend
this book, because of its simple and direct
style.

“HOW I KNOW THAT THE DEAD
ARE ALIVE,” by Fannie Ruthven Paget,
published by the Plenty Publishing Co., 33d
and Western Ave., Washington, D. C. Price
$1.60 postpaid.

This book contains a series of psychic ex-
periences of unusual interest. It is in nature
very much like Patience Worth, although it
goes further into the psychic demonstrations.
It seems to us that the title of the book should
have been: “Why I believe in Spirit return,”
because the book is solely devoted to an ex-
position of spiritualistic phenomena. As a
whole this book will be found interesting by
those who are anxious and eager to accept a
belief in the supernatural and do not care to
go further into the causes underlying psychic
phenomena.

c——

“THE DIVINE ART OF LIVING,” by
Kathleen M. H. Besly. Published by Rand
McNally & Co., Chicago, IlL

A small little book of 98 pages but full of
helpful thoughts and practical advice. The
kejnote of the book is that right thinking is a
necessity in order to produce right living. It
is pleasingly written in an easy and simple
style, and breathes an atmosphere of human
sympathy.
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