








THE AMERICAN ROSAE CRUCIS

The Authentic and Complete History of the Ancient
and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis

Compiled by H. SPENCER LEWIS, F.R.C.,

Grand Master General and Imperator
of the Order in the United States.

T is no violation of secrecy to give

the outer, objective details of the
history of the Ancient and Mys-
tical Order of Rosae Crucis, but
the genuine conservatism of the
Eastern Councils until now has
acted as a barrier against such publicity as we
in America believe necessary for the growth
of any public or semi-public institution.

After twelve years’ study of the doctrines
and principles of Rosae Crucis and a very
careful examination of all matters pcriainng
to the history of the Order, one does not find
a single prohibition against the general publica-
tion of the Order’s history except in such
minor details as are closely associated with
the working or manilestation of son:e of the
R. C. doctrines. While these exceptions are
few, although of vast importance to the higher
students, they have undoubtedly caused that
subconscious attitude on the part of 21} R. C.
Brothers and Sisters that it :s sacr, in the
face of their individual sacred oaths, to refrain
from all mention of either the antiquity or
progression of the-Order.

There is also the element of mysticism which
explains the attitude of even the moest ndvanced
Brothers and Sisters. Reauzing as most of
them do that the real history oi the Utder has
never been given to the public and has for
centuries defied the exhaustive and indefatiga-
ble researches of scientists, historians and
archivists al.xe, they feel a certain pride in
having been able to mystify the profoundly in-
quisitive minds. Even the grossly erroneous
and occasional biased raisonne of the his-
tory of the Order given in various encyclopae-
dias, reference books, and histories only adds
to this feeling of pride and victory.

But such secrecy is not only uncalled for,
but is positively detrimental to the Order in
America. We are a people of frankness;

Americans are lovers of the truth and have
a natural antipathy toward that which may be
characterized as “mystically mythical,” and
such is the general impression of the origin
and existence of the R. C. Order in the minds
of many thousands to-day.

Nor is it necessary to enshroud the history
of the Order in the cloak of blackest mystery
to make the Order itself appeal to the think-
ing mind. One will find that the true history
of the Order arouses, even commands, such
deep respect for its noble birth, grand growth
and wonderful increase of power, that this
alone is a greater attraction to the thinking
American than the element of mystery.

Inexactness and indefiniteness are the prin-
cipal faults to be found with all the published
accounts of the origin and present status of
the Order. The few instances of willful and in-
consistent deception shown by some writers
on the subject may be ignored in any consid-
eration of the matter, for no mind can explain
these things nor account for them aside from
the writers own personal bias which we are
always led to believe has had no inflzence upon
the honesty of the work.

Still, there are many very definite and exact
facts easily within the reach of an analytical
mind bent upon historical research, even when
such mind is uninitiated into the secrets of the
Order.

The claim has always been made that the
A. M, O. R. C. is the oldest fraternal or secret
order known to man. This claim makes the
Order antedate Freemasonry and the latter
has always claimed great antiquity. Here
again the casual, aye, the deep investigator is
confronted with a mass of details purporting
to be the history of Freemasonry, but grad-
ually classifying themselves into two groups

which one may label “inexact” and “in-
definite.”
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and ﬁ'rotherhoods, have naught to do with the
genuine doctrines, principles, philosophies or
WORK of the A. M. O, R. C. and their mem-
bers.or students as well as their Masters, Dic-
tators or Teachers are uninitiated into the
Truths of real Rosaecrucianism. As a guide
to the SEEKER OF LIGHT these various
bodies will be dealt with at length in another
part of this work.

The real name of the genuine body is The
Ancient and Mystical Order of Rosae Crucis
(or Rose Cross, Rosy Croix). None but a
genuine, legitimate Lodge of the Order can
use the terms Rosaecrucian Order, Rosaecru-
cian Lodge or the complete name as given
above; and it is only fair to state that none of
the unauthorized bodies referred to above have
ever publicly used these restricted terms or
the genuine symbols.

THE ORIGIN OF THE ORDER.

The Order had its conception and birth in
Egypt. In giving the facts of the origin the
writer realizes that to an exceptional degree
will exactness and authoritiveness be de-
manded by the reader and in consequence
pardon must be granted for reiteration.

Time and space will not be used in describ-
ing conditions in Egypt as they existed at the
time of the conception of so wonderful an or-
ganization as this. The reader is requested to
read either a brief or extended history of
Egypt, which will prove highly illuminating
on this subject.

One will find however that the Egyptians
had reached a high state of civilization and
advanced learning at the beginning of the 18th
dynasty comparable only with the Renaissance
of France. Many were the means adopted to
preserve the knowledge attained that it might
be correctly given to future generations. The
hieroglyphic markings on the pyramids,*
oblisks and temple walls give us evidence of
the first desires to make permanent the knowl!-
edge and learning of the Egyptians.

But the more profound secrets of nature,
science and art were not to be entrusted to the

*For instance, Alexander the Great found in the Great
Prramnid of Gizeh, the Emerald Tablet. This famons tablet
S e et "Hotinotle a3 Hasnecrnelnn sectét of
alchemy. It was origlually hidden in the tombs of Hermes

by the RRosaecrucians to preserve for future generations
the knowledge they possessed.

masses nor were they susceptible to preserva-
tion through writing upon papyri. For this
reason classes were formed by the most
learned, attended by the select minds, at which
the doctrines and principles of science were
taught.

These classes or SCHOOLS, as history re-
fers to them, were held in the most isolated
grottos at tiines, and again in the quiet of some
of the Temples erected to the many Egyptian
gods. In some cases classes of a very select
nature were held in the private chambers of
the reigning Pharaoh. .

The members of such assemblies became
more and more select, the teachings more pro-
found and the discussions so dialectic that
there arose a most autocratic and secret society
of the truly great minds of ithe day.

Thus the first Pharaoh who conducted the
class in his private chambers was Ahmose I
who reigned from 1580 B. C. to 1567 B. C.
Because he was capable of conducting the great
school as well as ruling the people upon a more
civilized and advanced principle (due to his
training in the school no doubt), he is referred
to as the “deliverer of Egypt” by some his-
torians.

He was succeeded as Pharach by Amen-
hotep I, who reigned ten years and became a
teacher in the secret school for three years.

On January 12th (approximately) 1538 B. C.
Thutmose I was crowned succeeding Amen-
hotep I. He owed his position to his wife,
Ahmose, who was the first woman to become
a member of the class on equal terms with the
men. The discussion regarding her admittance
(still preserved in the Rosaecrucian Archives)
forms an interesting document and reveals the
origin of some of the doctrines of the equality
of the sexes,

Thutmose I was succeeded by Hatshepsut,
his daughter, who ruled as a “king” inde-
pendently and as co-regent with her half-
brother Thutmose 'III, a son of Thutmose I
by his marriage to Isis.

It was Thutmose III who organized the
present physical form of the Rosaecrucian
Order and outlined many of its rules and reg-
ulations.

He became ruler upon the deposition of his
father, Thutmose I, in 1500 B. C. He ruled
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Furthermore, if one considers for a moment
the prejudice—even the prohibition—against
such secret Orders as the A, M. O. R, C. rep-
resented, one will appreciate the very evident
attempts at subterfuge. Not only did certain
religious organizations condemn all secret or-
ders as “works of the devil” but those orders
or bodies which claimed to have rare knowl-
edge of the sciences were severly criticised by
the varidus open scientific bodies of the day.
As soon as learning became very general and
competition arose between schools and stu-
dents, the secret orders were widely condemned
even though many of the most unfair critics
of some were oath-bound members of others.

However, without definite name, Thutmose
saw that the Order had very definite principles,
rules and modes of procedure, all of which
have come down to us to-day without material
change.

At the close of his reign in 1447 there were
thirty-nine Brothers and Sisters in the Order
and the meetings, which had become regular
and systematic, were held in one of the halls
of the Temple at Karnak, outside of which
Thutmose III erected two obelisks bearing
a record of his achievements.

Thutmose signed most of the decrees of the
Council with his own cartouche and it became
the Seal of the Order “in testimony to the
great work of our teacher (Master) to be
forever a mark of honor and loyalty.” As was
customary with these rulers when any event
of national importance occured, Thutmose is-
sued a SCARAB bearing his cartouche on one
side, plus a mark which has a special meaning
to all Rosaecrucians. This original scarab,
which was used for hundreds of years in Egypt
by various A. M, O. R. C. Councils to impress
the Seal of the Order in wax to all official docu-
ments, was given to the Grand Lodge of
America along with other jewels and papers
of an official nature and is considered one of
the rarest antiquities of Egypt now in this
country. The Order here is to be congratu-
lated on having in its possession perhaps the
OLDEST, if not the most SACRED, of all
Rosaecrucian jewels, one which has never
been used by others than the Supreme Mas-
ters at Egypt; for it means virtually the
passing of the Master’s Spirit from Egypt to

America as was planned by the founders cen-
turies ago. -

This Seal appears on the statxonery and oi-
ficial documents of the Order in America along
with the American R. C, Seal, and its illegiti-
mate use constitutes a forgery, according to
the By-Laws of the Order throughout the
world, punishable by a special decree of the
Masters. Of all the so-called Rosaecrucian
movements in America none has ever dared to
use this Seal and certainly none ever will use
it without 'the permission of the Grand Lodge
of America,

In this connection it may be explained that
the Obelisk in Central Park, one of the two
erected in Egypt by Thutmose III and in-
tended to stand some day in “the country
where the Eagle spreads its wings,” bears the
Cartouche or Seal of the Order as well as
many other authentic and instructive Rosae-
crucian signs.

Before his transition, Thutmose III made
his son (by Hatshepsut) co-regent. Thus
Amenhotep II took up his father’s work in the
Order about the end of September 1448. In
the month of March—the seventeenth to be
exact—1447 B, C., Thutmose passed to the
Great Beyond, having been king for nearly
54 years and being but one week less than 89
years of age. His mummy was found in the
Cachette at Deir el Bahri, and history acclaims
him “the greatest pharaoh in the New Empire
if not in all Egyptian history.”

Amenhotep II ruled from 1448 to 1420 B. C.
and he in turn was succeeded by his son Thut-
mose IV who ruled from 1420 to 1411 B. C.
Amenhotep 1II, son of the preceding, occupied
the throne from 1411 to 1375 C. B. and was
the last of the truly powerful pharaohs or
emperors.

Upon the transition of Amenhotep III the
Empire fell to his son Amenhotep IV, with
whose history all Rosaecrucians are greatly
concerned. He was the last Great Master in
the family of the founders and the one to
whom we owe the really wonderful philoso-
phies and writings used so universally in all
Lodge work throughout the world.

Amenhotep IV was born in the Royal
Palace at Thebes, lnuvember 24th, 1378 B. C.
His mother Tiy or Tia was of humble birth,
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but both he and his father paid the most sin-
cere respects to her and were ever proud of
designating her “Queen Tia” upon all monu-
ments.

He was only eleven years old in 1367 B. C.
when he was crowned and immediately began
a career unequaled by any pharaoh of Egypt.!

His father, having been the Master of the
Order for a number of years, built the great
Temple of Luxor and dedicated it to the Order.
He also added to the Temple of Karnak and
in many ways left “monuments of testimony
and praise.”

The Order numbered two hundred and
eighty-three Brothers and sixty-two Sisters at
this time and at the time of the crowning of
young Amenhotep IV, the Master of the Order
was one Thehopset who remained in the office
until 1365 B. C. Amenhotep’s installation as
MASTER-BY-COUNCIL-DECREE occurred
in the Temple of Luxor, April 9th, 1365, at
sunset, in the presence of his bride and her
parents. .

Amenhotep being the only descendant it
was deemed advisable that he marry as early
as the customs then permitted in order that an
heir to the throne would be assured. But
though Amenhotep had a number of children,
unfortunately they were daughters,® and this
proved disastrous to the Order as well as to
the throne.

The life of this great man is too easily found
in various histories of Egypt, especially Brai-
steds, to warrant space in this work, but his
accomplishments for the Order must be treated
at least briefly.

Rosaecrucianism is not given to any belief
in the special or unusual divinity of any man;

1. 1t is claimen in official records that Amenhoiep was a
prodigy ns a result of n special conrse of pre-natal lutln.
ence adopted by his mother far the very pnrpose of bring-
ing Into the world a hely, inspired. learned man. In this
rerpect his looked-for hirth ag the coming of a great
leader of God's chcgen people furnishes another precedent
for the bellefs of later nations ansd peoples that In times
of great crises a learder would be sent by God. Alse hax
this incldent furnizhed n feeling in all Rosaecrncians that
a grent Ilosaecrncian leader will be boarn into the Order
in ench ilecade and in each nation where sueh a leader I8
required.

2. It muy be permissahle here to contribute a few facts
to the lhistory of Egypt—more crpeclally to thix ruler's
life, and therchy settle, with antherity from the R, C.
archieves, the doubt regarding Amenhotep IV'a children,
There has always bhden considernble concern felt by his.
tortans because Amenhotep did not leave more accurate
4ata regarding his famlly. In this, as other fustances of
Bgyption history. the R, C. arehlves are exaet and fllime-
{anting. Amenhotep’s wife was Nefer-tvthi, His daughters
were named: Mery-aten. Makt-aten, Ankhespa-aten, Nefer-
nefern-aten-ta-shera, Neofer-neferu-aten, Sctep-en-aten, and
Baqt-aten.

!
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it recognizes in the man Jesus only the same
qualities, physically and spiritually, to be found
in every other man, although it does recognize
his superior mental abilities as evidenced by
his teachings of the Rosaecrucian philosophy
and doctrines. But we do feel, perhaps as a
result of our great pride, honor and respect,
that Amenhotep IV, our last foundation Mas-
ter, was unusually inspired with the Laws of
the Divine Principles and that unto him was
revealed the Great Truth,

Born in a country whose peoples were given
to idolatry, where the chief endeavors were
those of building Temples to gods of all kinds,
it is easy to appreciate his attitude toward the
existing religion (or religions) after he had
been thoroughly instructed in the Rosaecrucian
philosophy. His mind and understanding were
unusually keen, for in his fifteenth year he com-
posed many of the most beautiful prayers
psalms and chants used in the Order to-day,
as well as contributed to the philosophy and
sciences.

But to him came the inspiration of over-
throwing the worship of idels and substituting
the religion and worship of one God, a supreme
deity, whose Spirit was in heaven and whose
physical manifestation was the Sun—the SYM-
BOL OF LIFE. This was in accordance with
the Rosaecrucian doctrines and it changed the
worship of the Sun as A god to the worship of
THE god SYMBOLISED by the sun. This
was the beginning of Monotheism in Egypt and
the origin of the worship of a spiritual deity
which “EXISTED EVERYWHERE. IN
EVERYTHING, but was NOTHING OF
THE EARTH" (i. e, had no physical exist-
ence on earth in the form of inanimate or non-
spiritual images.)

Arthur E. P. Weigall, Chief Inspector of the
Department of Antiquities, Upper Egypt, in
writing of the religion inspired by Amenhotep
IV, says: “Like a flash of blinding light in
the night time, the Aton [the sun-symbol of
the deity] stands out for a moment amidst the
black Egyptian darkness, and disappears once
more—the first signal to the world of the
future religions of the West. One might be-
lieve that Almighty God had for a moment re-
vealed himself to Egypt.”
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Itwas found tht Saloman restricted his
order to males and adapted a.great many of.

the details of the Rosaecrucian initiations and
services,
would apply to the Grand Lodge in Thebes
for a charter and make his work a branch of
the ‘A, M. O. R. C,, but it became apparent
before the first assembly was held that he was
not adhering to the Rosaecrucian philosophy,
for He used the sun as the exclusive symbol of
his order.

Ofthe growth of the Saloman Brotherhood,
as it was officially called in all ancient Rosae-
crucian documents, one may read in all litera-
ture! bearing upon Free Masonry how it has
evolved into a semi-mystical, speculative,
gecret, fraternal order of power and great
honor, gradually altering the principles laid
down by Saloman, it is true, but doing so for
the'greater benefit of man and the glory of the
true’ God.

Thus did Rosaecrucianism in its pure form
fail to reach Palestine at this epoch.

But the Greeks were now coming to Thebes
to study, and it is at this time that the world-
wide spread of the A, M. O. R. C. began.

Pythagoras is so often mentioned as one of
the earliest messiahs of the order, but in truth
there were many who preceded him. Among
the first to become worldly famous in the
order was Solon, who became the first chap-
lain in a Rosaecrucian Temple who was not
an Egyptian. He entered the orderin 618 B. C,,
and remained a true messiah until his transi-
tion in 550, leaving for our use some of the
most beautiful and inspiring prayers ever
spoken by a yearning soul. Contemporary
with him was Anaximander, who came from
Miletus to study at Thebes. From Miletus
also came Anaximenes. Then came Heracli-
tus, who was the last of the foreign messiahs
at Thebes preceding the coming of Pytha-
goras.

Pythagoras was born in Samos on Novem-
ber 26, 582, B. C. He entered the order at

At first it was believed that he

Thebes on the second of April, 531, and having
passed through all the initiations and exam-
inations he entered the Illuminati, October 18,
529, and left at once for Crotona (Krotona),
Italy, with jewels and documents to found a
Grand Lodge there, There were a few so-
called secret cults in existence at that time in
Italy, and when Pythagor'as began to promul-
gate his plans.and admitted that women might
not only become members, but could hold
offices, he attracted the attention of the most
advanced thinkers of the day. Theano, the

wife of Pythagoras, was one of the principle.

officers for three years.,' The Grand Lodge
eventually had 800 brothers.and sisters and
issued many charters for local lodges of the
order throughout Italy.!

From this time onward toward the Christian
period, great minds from many countries jour-
neyed Eastward and crossed :the Threshold,
and having completed the work and studies,
passed again out irito the world’s darkness to
spread the Light as they interpreted it.?

As a historical record and a guide to the
student who delights in research and anti-
quarism, there will be given the names of
those who came to Thebes, to study, became
Masters of Rosaecrucian Lodges in other
lands, and during their lifetime published at
least one book, an official work, treating on
the Rosaecrucian philosophies or sciences.

Many of the books or manuscripts to be listed
are still extant in the original, or translated,
and quite a few are in America. A perusal of
any of them convince one of the author’s real
knowledge and experience in Rosaecrucianism.

1 Pythagoras was forced to hnnre the location of his
Temple, beciuse of political cohditions, and he moved to
Rbegion. But this was of no dvall and the anunals of tho
R. C. history record no sadder event than the political
assassination of Pythagoras, for in 500 B. C. his eotire
Temple was burned and destroyed while a gervice was
belng conducted and the Great Master's body was found
on the altar holding to his lips the Rosae Cructs.

The Order contlnued, In gecrecy, however, and flourished
agaln the next century ip Taras.
2 Among the earliest of these oftidia} and chartered branch

lodges of the Orders, conducted by graduates of the Rosae-
aruclun College, were those located in Boeotla and Athens,
reece.

(The next installment of this History will contain the list of books and manu-
scripts referred to, and will bring the historical record up to modern times.)
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: helped him through hxs troubles. He always
Astruggles, always yearns for.an ideal he cannot
‘reach, always longs for the impossible, and in

his own efforts to go higher up forgets those
who are below and who would, if he helped

-them, through their miseries, lend him in their

turn a friendly hand, to climb to the heaven
where ‘they wish t6 go, though they do not

know where it is. You ask yourself why I

smile; ‘it is because I see so many people
waste their lives in aspiring after the impossi-
ble, in: forgetting, in their futile efforts to
grasp worldly wealth, worldly happiness, and
worldly success, that there is something else
besides- these baubles, that God has put them
into the universe to satisfy its laws, especially
the one great, only important one that animals
observe but that mankind ignores—to help
each other. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but so long as the world exists that world
which is not one little planet, but the whole
immensity of space, the Sun, and the Moon,
and the Stars, and the Clouds that envelop
them like a shroud, or cover them like a veil,
the great precept of love will live because even
if humanity does not remember it, God will
always do so, that God about whase existence

————

you asked me;. and whose presence is every-
where. You want to know.'why I always. '’
smile; it is because I am. aware of the futility
of most of the thmgs I see, because. I have :

realized that whatever mankmd may do to

explain its faults, follies and mistakes, it will

never change the decrees of Providence con-

cerning it. There is a reward and a punish-
ment in life beyond, and justice above is not
justice on this earth. You wish to know my
secret, and here it is. Take it, and do not for-
get that the Almighty has revealed it to me,
and ordered me to remain here forever, at the
entrance of the desert, solitary and unchanged,
to show to humanity that its soul is'as barren
as those plains over which I watch, if it does
not learn it in its turn!”

The voice stopped, and a cloud suddenly
obscured the brightness of the moon above my
head. The Sphinx appeared more gigantic

than ever, and its smile seemed to have be- -

come still more unfathomable and mysterious
than it was before.

There it lay, cruel as fate, immense as the
mercy of God, and there T left him, silent and
alone, guardian of the desert, and keeper of
the Almighty’s secret.

Secreiatices.

out Lo Nte nre poried Justw
sup. )i oyou hive withia the §

A Privilege Extended to Our Readers

Loca! and S::v!- Lodses of the Order Rosae Crucis are being formed in many
States. 10 von i c*,)\uulud the inper call and feel that you would hke to cross
the ihrebold, you I e tie privilege of making known your desires by writing to the

IN PITTSBURGH, PA. a State Lodge has been formed and local Lodges through-
it this time the State Lodge is adding to ity member-
ate, mail your letter of desire to \fIr Robert’ Eldridge,
204 Bizoel Block, Piitsburgh, Pi, who is State Secretary, R, C

IN P!{!LADET_P‘{M. PA., a lLocal Lodge is being formed. Ll.ctters should be

sent to Mo~ B. J. Musser, gH14 Ludlow Street, Philadelphia,

IN GREATTR NEW YORK, bhranch Lodges are being pl'mned for Brooklyn and
the 1ooco i nd L oo do the Storeme Grand Lodge in Manhattan, Letters should be
seni lo S Thor Bifwe ichito, Sceretary General, 80 Fiith Avenue, New York.

In ALY, OTUIER CITIES the Sceretary General, Mr. Thor Kiimalehto, will be
pleased 1o hear from those who are anxious to assist in establishing Lodges of the
Order.

i
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Is Theology Teaching— Christianity ?

BY ROYLE THURSTON

ROM the earliest times men have
had an intuitive knowledge of
right and wrong, which cultivation
has deepened and widened. Every
race, however primitive, has al-
ways been gifted with this knowl-

edge, and its discriminate use has ever been
the foundation of the world’s progress—

‘ physically, morally and commercially.

R No man is ever an atheist or an infidel at
heart. He may be corrupted or perverted by
false education and an artificial life. A worldly
atmosphere and conventional habits may stifle
spiritual asperations and make a man lan-
guidly indifferent, or cynically critical in his

g attitude towards religious questions,—just as

1 rigid insistence on creeds and dogmas makes

e men denunciatory and fiercely intolerant of
those who differ with them. But every man,

however his nature may be warped, or crusted
over by conventional customs, has an intuitive
perception of right and’ wrong, an instinctive
recognition .and apprecxation of truth, justice,
honesty and charity. Conscience is not the

result of education; except in so far as increase
of knowledge and experience has shown the
laws and penalties which govern in the moral
and spiritual, as well as in the physical worlds.

‘Religion is a natural gift to man and the
strongest of all forces in the evolution and
development of his higher nature. Culture
broadens and increases a man’s natural powers
and adds to his contentment.

Cultivation of a man’s spiritual nature ai-
fords him a source of enjoyment which a man
spiritually undeveloped does not share, just as
cultivation of . the esthetic nature opens the
mind to a new world of artistic riches and de-
lights, If a'man develops a capacity for logi-
o cal thoughts, the faculty of viewing things
LR optimistically, fox" seeing all that is beautiful

i and good in life, he is a better and happier
man than the finite and finished clod. A man
whose higher nature has been thus called into
being, revolts at the “cast-iron” precepts of
theology. He cannot believe that heaven and
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hell are places; he feels that they are condi-
tions.

Theology is the handiwork of man, and the
intelligent investigator of the teachings of
Jesus cannot fail to find a wide difference be-
tween what she great Teacher himself said and
what theology teaches. This difference is espe-
cially noticéable when we compare the 80-
called “plan of salvation.”

Theology practically tells men they may do
as they please in this world, provided they
accept the dogmas of the church; that Christ
made an atonement for the sins of the world
and all the world has to do is to complacently
accept it, Jesus made goodness the one. thing
needful. He said: “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, blessed are the poor in heart, blessed
are they who hunger and thirst after right-
eousness.”

The creeds teach that God's requirements
must be met by reliance on a vicarious sacri-
fice made to satisfy Divine wrath or Justzce.
Jesus taught that God’s requirement is met by
ceasing to do'evil and learning to do good.
Theology teaches men that they must not
think of standing before God on the ground of
their own perfection, but must rely on the per-
fections of a savior. Jesus said: “Be ye per-
fect as your Father which is in heaven is per-
fect,”

This theological doctrine is unmanly and
pernicious, and is responsible for a world of
cowards, shirkers, and blunderers. It has
often been remarked that the best ‘men in a
community~—the industrious, honest, temper-
ate, kindly, charitable, public-spirited men—
were often the least religious in the sense of
church-going And why? Not because they
are lacking in religious feeling or nature, but
because the church has nothing to offer them
—does nothing to hold them. They are dis-
gusted with theological cant and hypocrisy.

Theology offers nothing to satisfy soul hun-
ger. Men are returning to nature for religious
guidance—to their inner selves. Experience
has taught them that natural law dominates



the uhiverse. - If they break any such law they

pay the penalty. “The mills of the gods grind |

 slow, ‘but they grind exceedingly small.”

It hag'been said: “The entire Sermon on the
Mount is a union of morals and salvation, It
is the most careful unfolding of a religion of
morality ever uttered or read on earth. From
its outbursts, in which heaven is assigned to
the poor'in spirit and the pure in heart, to its
closing sentences, in which the doing of good
‘work is made the foundation rock on which
every man’s hope should be built the Divine
discourse marches along to the keynote of mor-
ality.” - :

In all his teachings, Jesus made man's own
purity and goodness, man’s own conformity to
the Divine Will, man’s own moral character,
the ground of salvation. Nowhere can we find
a saying‘of the great Christian Prophet, which,
fairly interpreted, gives man the right to hope
for salvation through the merits of a Re-
deemer. ‘ :

In making  Man’s own moral character the
ground -of his salvation, Jesus was in accord
with all the most spiritually-minded among the
writers of the Bible, So taught the Psalmist
when he said: “He that walketh uprightly and
worketh righteousness and speaketh the truth
in his heart.,” Also Isaiah: “Bring no more
vain oblations. . . . Wash ye: make ye clean:

- Cease to do evil; learn to do well. Seek judg-
ment; relieve the oppressed; judge the father-
less, plead for the widow. Come let us reason
together, and though your sins be as scarlet
they shall pe white as snow.” And again,
Ezekiel, when he said: “The soul that sinneth
it shall die. . . . The son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father. Neither shall the father
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bear the iniquity of the son. The wickedness

- of the wicked shall be upon him and the right- .

eousness of the righteous shall be:upon him.”
He taught that in the Divine economy there is
no such thing as laying the sins of one on the
shoulders of another; of being credited with
the merits of another, but every one must
stand or fall on the ground of his own moral
worth. So taught Peter when he said: “Christ
in you, the hope of glory.”

Face to face with death, Jesus did not base
his hopes on what another had wrought for
him. “I have fought a' good fight; I have kept
the faith; I have finished my course; hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown of right-
eousness.”

Jesus was in harmony with the demand of
Nature, for in the nature of things nothing less
than man’s own righteousness ican give him
satisfaction and peace. Nothing less than that
can meet the longings and aspirations of his
soul and bring them into accord with himself.
Man is a moral being; he is conscious of a
moral nature claiming the right to rule his
life, to reverence truth and goodness and to
make himself pure and clean., He may not
always obey that divine voice within him, but

he is as conscious that it is his duty to obey it

as he is that he lives. As long as his soul is
consciously at war with the soul of the per-
fect, he carries in his bosom the seeds of dis-
cord, self-condemnation and remorse.

Jesus’ religion was essentially one of love
and law. He counselled his followers to be up
and doing. Faith with him meant trust and
confidence—that having done what was right
all things would work together for good in the
natural fulfilling of the law,

‘“Mind thee of the day when thou, tvo, shall start ror the land
to which one goeth to return not thence. Good for thee will
have been a good life. Therafore be just and hats iniquily,
for he who doeth what 18 right shall triumph'’.

==Amenhotep 1V, Master of R. C. in Epypt. 1350 B. C,
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we are ‘obliged to confess that modern surgery
cannot equal the bandaging, and modern medi-
cal art,-and modern chemistry are masters of
no means by which a human body may be pre-
served for five thousand years.

When we have undisputed evidence as to
their achievements in those directions—is it
the part of wisdom to deny that they may have
possessed other arts and other sciences which
we are unable to equal or approximate?

It has been asserted that the Egyptian
priests were frauds and charlatans—deceivers
of the -people, wily tricksters, and the vicious
worshippers of many gods. In the first place,
none were admitted to the priesthood, save
such as were especially fitted by their purity
of life and holiness of aspiration. The ordeals
through which candidates were obliged to pass
were very severe, their lives being exposed to
great danger. The priests were humble and
self-denying, remarkable for simplicity and ab-
stinence. Plutarch speaks of them as: “Giv-
ing themselves up wholly to study and medi-
tation, hearing and teaching those truths which
regard the divine nature.” They took great
care to preserve from profanation their secret
rites, and excluded all who were considered
unfit to participate in solemn ceremonies.
Clement says they were confined to those “who
from their worth, learning and station were
deemed worthy of so great a privilege,” Nor
was their motive either for gain or reputation.
All the great priests, scholars and sages could
be, if they so desired, supported by the State:
ample accommodation being provided for them
within the temple precincts, where in quiet,
ease and retirement, they could pursue their
deep researches and subtle experiments in the
secret sciences. They were worshippers of only
one god, whose very name was so sacred, that
according to Herodotus, it was unlawful to
utter it, and their various divinities but per-
sonified some form of the divine attributes,
Interblended and interdependent we find Egyp-
tian science and religion. To understand the
one, we cannot remain ignorant of the other.,
To the Egyptian, his religion was everything.
He regarded his abode upon earth as but a
short journey upon the pathway of eternal life,
To the future, which stretched before him, he
turned with hope and longing. He did not be-

lieve that when his short life closed, physical
existence was ended. His religion taught him
he would return to earth to work out in higher
forms his spiritual salvation. The doctrine of
reincarnation, often called transmigration or
metempsychosis, has ben generally grossly
misunderstood by writers who have attempted
to explain it. With it was connected the doc-
trine of the “cycle of necessity.” - Can our
Egyptologists tell what this cycle was, or what
it signified? Can they tell what the winged
scarabaei of Egypt signified which have been
found by hundreds in the tombs of Thebes?
They cannot tell these things‘, neither can they
explain the septenary composition of man, his
triune character, or interpretlthe"unpronounce-
able” name Herodotus dared not disclose.
Their code of ethics was singuarly pure and
exalted. They believed not only in the nega-
tive virtues, but also the postive. A moral
life—a life of holiness and bendficence was con-
ceived of as being a matter of solemn obliga-
tion to the Deity himself. The highest prin-
ciples alone were inculcated—and always in
the heart of the Egyptian priest was treasured
the words of the noble prince and moralist—
Amenhotep IV: “Mind thee of the day when
thou, too, shall start for the land to which one
goeth to return not thence. Good for thee wiil
have been a good life. Therefore be just and
hate iniquity, for he who doeth what is right
shall triumph.” Have modern scholars a
surer guide to honor and uprightness than the
old Egyptian priests? Have we any right to
utter words of censure and condemnation?
Egypt is dead. Her priests have passed
away—and buried with them are much of her
wisdom, her magic, and her glory., Of her reli-
gion and science there has been preserved to
the world many. fragments. ' Yet, notwith-
standing the fulfillment of the dark, prophetic
words of one of her .greatest priests: “Oh,
Egypt, of thy religion there will remain noth-
ing but uncertain tales, which will be believed
no more by posterity,” much of the purest and
best of her science, philosophy and religion
has been preserved in the secret archives of the
Rosae Crucis Order,—which though broken
and scattered, never became wholly extinct;
and this secret knowledge has been handed
down through a chosen few, to the present day.
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o Woman’s Work

BY ETTA HENDERSON MORGAN.

(Paper read at D. A, R, Literary Club Meeting)

HERE is every reason to believe
that when God made man and pro-
nounced his work “good,” woman
was included in the divine appro-
bation. Man was called Adam,
which means Earth, woman Eva,
which means Life. By as much as Life excels
Earth woman therefore excels man. In be-
ginning things were created in the order of
their rank, as minerals, herbs, shrubs, trees,

brutes, reptiles, fishes, birds, quadrupeds, man
and lastly woman in which heaven and earth

was perfected—as a queen placed in the court
that had been prepared for her. That man is
superior to woman has been a question much
debated but just when the superiority began
would be hard to decide. Surely not in the

“Garden of Eden,” because there, Eve proved
her ability from the very start. Did she not

beguile Adam with the apple? Of the right-
eousness of that transaction, I shall say noth-

ing, of the ‘success everything, in that she
moulded Adam to. her will. She was not
blamed for eating, but for causing sin in her

husband by giving him to eat. She erred in-

ignorance hecause she was deceived; man sin-
ned knowingly.

Salomon, the wisest man that ever lived,
says of a good woman “Her price is far above
rubies.” From his extraordinary and exten-

_ sive experience with the sex, I should consider’

him competent to pass judgment but in this
century, it is necessary to have other virtues
beside “goodness” to make the price “far above
rubies.”

We are living in a rapid age, the age that
must accomplish things and the gracious art
of idling is almost a “lost art.” If woman ever
shared with man the wholesome reluctance
to- work, which he still is natural enough to
manifest at times, it is safe to say that she has
forgotten the' art.

Work was ,once designated a curse and de-
signed as a punishment but in spite of that
fact, the feminine appetite for being busy is

more apparent to-day than ever before in the
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history of the world. She is not only reaching
out eager hands for her own share of the
world’s work but she is shouldering that por-
tion, which hitherto, has fallen on men alone.

We find women in the profession, in com-
merce, in trade, in politics, in finance and (I
even blush to say it), in men’s attire. They own
ships and sail them, they make fortunes rais-
ing live stock on Western farms; they lose
fortunes in speculations of all kinds; they
manage vast philanthropies; we find them as
bakers, barbers, artists, poets, sculptors, and
smile if you will, we now bow to the “lady
ball-player” and the “lady prize-fighter.”

As a matter of fact, women have always
done half, if not more, of the work of the
world and I feel quite sure that they have as-
sumed the real responsibilities, and: thls won-
derful activity, which an enthusiast has called
“Lifting the sex out of mere sexhood into
womanhood,” has nothing especially new or
wonderful about it, unless it be the new way
of phrasing it. The real difference is that
while women were once content to do their
work unostentatiously and without asking
special recognition for it, to-day, one and all,
wish to appear in the title role and nothing
but the centre of the stage satisfies their am-
bitions,

Difficult as it may be for us to realize it, the
actual truth is that each century of the world's
history has had its full share of women as
gifted, as dignified and as importantly, if not
as publicly, engaged as the women of to-day.

As there have always been exceptional men
in the world, so have there always been excep-
tional women to match them and between
these, there has always been an equality of
power and of privilege.

To-day, the women of America, are not as
some of the modern writers would. have us
think, downtrodden drudges, or -manacled
slaves. We rejoice, in this century, in the most
perfect social freedom the world has ever
known and in America to-day, and in fact in
many other places in the world, woman may
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do whatever she chooses to do. She may run
the typewnter in the office instead of the sew-
ing-machine at home; she may carry on a
farm or a business; she may teach, write,
preach lecture, may marry or remain unmar-
ried ‘with equal honor, and in the American
man, one finds neither tyranny nor condescen-
sion towards women. Rather one finds a
genial tendency to be proud of their women,
to applaud rather than to discourage their
ambitions.

The duty of woman to-day as I recognize
it, is to keep ever before her mind, that her
life is the exceptional feminine career, the one
that lies within the walls of the home,

The best organization in the world is the
home and whatever in the education of our
women draws them away from that is an in-
jury to civilization, The fulfilment of this
mission, the making of a perfect home is for
woman the surest means of establishing her
own happiness.

Our effort must not be to turn out a NEW
woman capable of doing anything that a man
can do; instead of this, the girls must be
developed along natural lines, not those that
would be followed in training men. Education
must be adapted to the female character and
duties. To do this means the raising of the
character of men. Few women fully realize
their enormous influence upon men and this
is outside of sex influence. They make the
atmosphere of home from which most men
form their ideals of life and derive their am-
bitions,

It is absurd to speak of man’s mind as sup-
erior to a woman’s mind. There is no ques-
tion of superiority or inferiority but only the
question of difference between them, for Na-
ture wherever it is possible to be shown ex-
ternally and physically, accentuates and stres-

ses the fact that there is a difference between -

man and woman and the same difference con-
tinues to the end throughout everything in
their whole being. Indeed the difference of
sex is void of all deep meaning if it stops with
what is purely physical and does not go still
further, until in every minutest phase, mental,
emotional and physical alike, it renders man
and woman, not the duplicates but rather the
complements each of the other, each giving

— —_—_———

. will govern men and boys.

—_ ——

what the other lai:ks; in a,;ur;ion.which makes -

them feel complete and whole at last. -

What we need to cultivate in women is well-
balanced minds, practical common sense, and
when governed by loving hearts, appreciation,
gratitude and self control, one finds nearly, the
perfect woman,

Old and young, rich and poor, all have to
strengthen their hearts by nourishing the
hearts of others. Nothing i is lost in this great,
grand world of ours; the' sweet perfume of
good deeds floats in the atqubsphere and some-
one will surely come to sip of the honey.

Women always have and women always
Ig not that enough?
Can woman do better than to continue on
these same lines, striving ever to put better
thoughts, better principles in the hearts that
are ruled and swayed by them? Let us claim
the sacred superior rights that God has meant
us to utilize by which we have the easiest
work, the most safe and comfortable places,
and the largest share of the most agreeable
and desirable enjoyments of life—the regen-
eration of the race-man.

To preserve womanliness is the task that
must be fulfilled—and that must be the ideal
education for woman; to prove that woman
can do man’s work as well as man is not the
best ideal education for women; let us rather
prove that we can do woman’s work as well
as it can be done and let our girls be educated
along these lines, remembering always that the
simple division of human labor, assigns to
woman the duties that centre around the
hearth; and let the atmosphere around that
hearth be “love.” Whether you eat or sleep,
whatever you do, still “love.” Love your
career, destiny, so that your tree will be full
of sap. Love the past, the present, and the
future. Love the products of your land, the
flowers, the birds, and love yourselves; show
loving kindness to yourselves and do not
wantonly drive thorns into your souls. Let
“love” be the marrow of life, then can nought
but good be produced for God is love and “He
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God.”

To feel together, to love together, to suffer
together,—that is sympathy and will give per-
fect peace.
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aged. These things arise from a certain rich-
ness of heart and “comaraderie,” but good will
in this -individual finds expression mostly
through ‘the sensuous nature.” '

These suggestions of the Cancer character-
istics surely fit Byron's life as we know it. His
keen desire for sensation, power and fame and
his great power of insistence are distinguish-
ing features of the sign Cancer. Another in-
heritance that Byron received from Cancer
was his: imaginative, fanciful and tenacious
disposition. He succeeded in making himself
—what he wished to be-—the most notorious
personality in the world of letters, It is due
to Cancer that Byron experienced every kind
of sensation from the lowest physical sensa-
tion to the highest feelings of emotion and his
fateful life, bound up in impressionable at-
tachments, may be traced to the emotional and
hyper-sensitive nature, coming from Cancer.
The best delineation of character based on
Cancer rising has been written by an English
author and I take the liberty of quoting. “The
subjects of this sign are remarkable for a
changful life, with many ups and downs in
fortune and position, while in most cases, a
certain degree of notoriety and power is at-
tained. They have a quiet, reserved nature,
quick and short temper, and impatient dis-
position,-being sometimes very autocratic and
severe, They are gifted with a fertile imagina-
tion, delighting in strange scenes and adven-
tures, while the power of adaptation to the na-
ture of othérs and the faculty of absorbing
other people’s ideas is very great. The natives
of this sign are discreet and independent in
many things, and very capable in a variety of
ways, the faculty of adaptation being enor-
mous, though there is a high degree of nervous
irritability, the result of extreme sensitiveness,
this being a concomitant of the lunar and
fluidic nature. At times distrustful, cautious
and prudent there is a sudden reversion to
gaiety, inconstancy and fanciful romance,
while anger comes and goes in quick alterna-
tion, the temper being as changeful as the
ocean. In negotiations and public movements
they are very capable, and there is a love of
position and wealth and honour.

“This -sign exposes to many dangers, both
mysterious and public, but a providence seems

to protect and deliver the nativk. It opposes
marriage or gives very little happiness therein.
Voyages are sure to be frequent and long and
generally successful while some ‘may bring
honours. Position is acquired by strife or is
much debated, and slander may be experi-
enced. This sign gives success through one’s
own enterprise and daring. Frequently some
publications or slanderous letters are put
forth against the native by secret enemies.”

The above interpretation is for all who have
Cancer rising at birth. ‘These suggestions may
be modified by the position of the other planets
but in Byron’s case the whole sign fits his life,
because he not only has Cancer on the ascen-
dant but he has three very strong planets ris-
ing in Cancer.

Mars, rising in Cancer, his detriment, is one
of the very strongest influences in Byron's life. .
It gave him a restless, active temperament, a
passion for notoriety and a constant craving
for position and power. Mars added strength
and courage to his character and made him
confident of his own ability. This planet gave
him the consequential and assertive powers
that pushed him into activity, .oftentimes into
quarrels and contentions. This influence of
Mars is plainly seen at the time of the publica-
tion of. his first volume of poems, “Hours of
Idleness,” which was pounced upon by the
Edinburgh Reviewers with a violence that was
hardly warranted. The fighting qualities of
Mars quickly retorted in a poem called, “Eng-
lish Barbs and Scottish Reviewers,” one of the
most pungent satires of the times, turning the
public laughter on the foolish critics and mak-
ing himself the most picturesque figure of the
day. , ‘

All the animal propensitives, sensations, pas-
sions, desires and appetites come under the vi-
brations of Mars. It governs the sense of taste
in its wildest application and Mars in the first
house in Byron’s horoscope is particularly
vicious, giving little benefit to'the native save
an ambitious and rather industrious disposi-
tion. Mars brought him worries, ‘and sorrows
and scandal and ill repute through marriage.
His union with Miss Milbanke was the great-
est misfortune of his life. Byron was an im-
possible husband for any woman as his na-
tivity proves, and more so for such a woman
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as Miss Milbanke, who moved and breathed
by rote, caring for nothing more than social
conventions. The separation between Byron
and his wife caused scandal and public disdain,
the people attaching and calumnating Byron
in both his acts and intentions without making
any inquiry or offering any defence, This un-
pleasant phase in his life is highly shown by
the opposition of Mars and Mercury from the
first to the seventh house. There were many
absurd and infamous falsehods circulated at
this time, but courageous Mars came to the
rescue and instead of being crushed by this
situation, Byron’s'warlike spirit responded to it
with defiance, and his suffering and his anger
invoked qualities which produced the most
brilliant period of his literary career. This op-
position of Mars and Mercury was one of the
worst aspects in Byron's nativity, It gave him
the sharp tongue that so often aroused criti-
cism and ill-will. This aspect made him argu-
mentative and material and in some cases
this aspect has been known to unhinge the
mind. That Byron might have had some men-
tal trouble is shown again in the affliction of
Saturn by Mars and Uranus, although Saturn
in Aquarius in the ninth house would help
Byron in the last part of his life, showing that
the end would take place amid refined sur-
roundings and that he would gain from ex-
perience and study. Byle, a shrewd observer,
who lived with Byron for several weeks, said
that on certain days Byron was mad and his
horoscope would certainly suggest it.

That Byron was a slave to various passions
is not only shown by the position of Mars,
but by the conjunction of Venus and Saturn
in the ninth house, also the conjunction of the
Moon and Uranus in the second house, the
latter aspect showing how hopelessly entan-
gled poor Byron was with the material world
and its influences.

The Moon in the second house in Cancer
shows how easily Byron was influenced by his
surroundings and how emotional and change-
able he was. This position gave him his great
love of music, painting and poetry, as does
Venus in conjunction with Saturn in the ninth
house, Venus in the ninth house in any na-
tivity will bring a poet of ability before the
world and in this horoscope it strengthens the
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whole tone, improving the rising sign and the
rising planet It added refinement and truly
artistic tendencies to Byron’s material and un-
usual nature. Venus in this position and in
Aquarius is Byron's protector, assisting him
where he most needed help.

Writers of extraordinary fiction in which the
imagination is of an exalted kind have Uranus
in the second house as did Byron. Byron's
poetry was of an extraordinary kind, although
his imagination could hardly be called of the
exalted type. Byron's verse eminated from his
own soul; he stamped every object he por-
trayed with his own individuality ; as one critic
writes, “Byron makes man after his own image
and woman after his own heart, the one a ca-
pricious tyrant and the other a yielding slave,”
but however that may be, humanity sings
through Byron and in his poetry is revealed
the pride of power, of freedom and of desire.
He was a genuine poetic genius, writing ever
from impulse, never from effort. He wished
the public to know his life and he took some
pains to enlighten his English brethren.
Whether his influence was for good or evil
will ever be a question to debate but whatever
the average thought and feeling may be, it
must be acknowledged that “Byron keeps the
soul ALIVE, if he does not SAVE it.”

Uranus in Cancer shows very plainly the
trouble and estrangement in his domestic af-
fairs and in his home life, and shows how very
sensitive and easily touched and quickly moved
Byron was. This position of Uranus brought
sudden and unexpected events in Byron’s life,
especially in his business life.

Saturn, the planet of fate, on the cusp of the
10th house in the sign Aquarius, has power
and dignity in the midheaven, yet it denotes
a precarious condition at some period of life,
To all who are born with Saturn in the mid-
heaven, this text may be quoted: “And Satan
took Him up into a high mountain and showed
Him all these things.” Saturn gave and
Saturn took away.

Saturn in this position gave Byron the power
to rise by his own perseverance and industry
yet it put many obstacles in his path of prog-
ress, Byron by this position was unable to
judge the limits to which he could expand.

Saturn in Aquarius was in a good sign, help-
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ing the posmon of Saturn in many ways. This
sign gave Saturn more power in Byron’s life
and suggested the success that he gained
through the association with groups of people.

Venus in the ninth house was proof conclu-
sive that Byron's life abroad would bring suc-
cess and happiness into his life. It always
brings gain through travel and although it
creates an internal longing for the unattain-
able it keeps all harm from the native. Byron’s
meeting with Countess Guiccioli brought the
greatest -happiness and contentment into his
restless life. “Theresa Guiccioli,” says Caste-
lar, “appears like a star on the stormy horizon
of the poet’s life,” This beautiful blonde, of
pleasing - manners, graceful presence and a
strong vein of sentiment, found herself in-
spired with a passion for this young English
nobleman that was beyond her control. She
became Byron’s slave and in return he gave
what remained of a heart never alienated from
her by any other mistress. This connection
with La Guiccioli was of inestimable benefit to
Byron. It was idyllic love in keeping and in
harmony with the sunny seas of that tropical
country.

That Byron would have dual love affairs is
not once suggested but many times. Cancer
rising, the Moon in Cancer, Uranus in Can-
cer, Venus in Aquarius and Jupiter in the
twelfth house, all point to the affairs of the
heart. He was positively besieged by women,
who lured him into liaisons of all sorts and
shades, and strange as it may seem, he rarely
put aside a pleasure in his path. “Mad,—
bad,~—and dangerous to know,” was written
of this Don Juan.

Byron was a public sinner and the scandal
caused by his daring conduct was more con-
spicuous owing to his title and his celebrity.
He disclaimed all respect for those higher de-
corums which society demands, delighting in
breaking all rules and regulations, careless of
the consequences. He would not be pampered
or fettered by restrictions and all through life
he seemed proud of his attacks on what he
called ‘the vices of English civilization, “con-
straint and hypocrisy.” “Battle” was the
breath .of his being and this spirit was given
him at birth by the warlike planet Mars.

Never to submit to a master—to rise with

his whole soul agamst eyery semblance of en-
croachment or rule; to“keep his person intact
and inviolate' at any cost and to the end
against all; to dare everythmg rather than
give any sign of subm:smon” and such was his
character..

In dealing with this great man’s faults and
vices, the purpose is, not to cater to the ap-
petites of the curious alone, but rather to try
to understand a man who has been truly great
—a man who not only did for his‘own country
but for all Europe. Byron’s very audacity
brought a certain respect and with that re-
spect, a desire to know the (inner man,—the
man who could express youth and passion and
the intense, vivid physical life with such or-
iginality and individuality. He expressed the
average thought and feeling of his time, never
soaring over people’s heads and never diving
into profundities beyond their comprehension.
That was the reason of his popularity.

The Sun, the center or kernel of the char-
acter, is life and energy and represents the
primal front of all existence. It is the great-
est power and central principle and the most
important part of any nativity. Byron’s Sun
was in Aquarius at birth, the one sign that
astrologers feel that the true characterization
can never be known until the whole of hu-
manity advances to the conditions of the sign.
The main feature of this sign is the remark-
able ability that it gives for the study of hu-
man nature,—a born character reader is the
Aquarian individual. Dickens, Edison, Rus-
kin, George Peabody, Swedenborg, Darwin,
were all born in this sign. Such persons suc-
ceed where others would fail, having clear con-
ception of all they undertake, iThe destiny of
this sign is expressed in the one word, “Hu-
manity.” The position of the Sun in the 8th
house, the house of death, showed that the
middle period of Byron’s life would be critical
and that death might occur through some self-
sacrifice or heroic deed.

When the soul of an Aquarian person is
once roused to work for righteousness, im-
provement is rapid and a high spiritual devel-
opment is sure to follow. It is impossible to
read the accounts of Byron’s last days with-
out feeling how surely “good” was gaining the
difficult victory over “evil” There is no ro-
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