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Til K CRY OF THE WOMEN.
“ Wiinuui, why weopost th o u ? ’W «nw ,

Mrs. Browning wrote “ Tho Cry of tho Human,” and 
“The Ory of the Children." Why have none ever put 
into words the cry of the women ? Is it because the 
sorrow of womanhood is so deep, so old, so universal, 
that human language taints before it. ? Is it because the 
sufferings of womanhood have been so essentially silent 
through all the ages, that they have forgotten common 
speech,and can only look out through sail, pathetic eyes ?

There is a world of meaning in that scene of “ The 
Story of Avis” in which tho girl artist, wrapped in dreamy 
oostaoy, sought some ideal of power and pathos for her 
pencil. There rose before her visions of all earthly agony 
and sorrow. Tho horrors of war, tho cruelties of vivi­
section, shapes of varied human pain swept before her 
feverish thought, and faded. Hut last, thovo rose a 
vision of boundless Kgyptian desert, and a solemn stony 
face, with dumu, eternal, awful questioning in its eyes 
—the Sphinx, with its woman’s face, and its name a syn­
onym for mystery—tho sad, everlasting womaU' question 
stricken into stone. This claimed the woman’s heart,the 
painter’s hand.

The tragedy of womanhood ; who can speak of it ? 
The great-hearted grow sick and still b e f o r e  it, and, 
saddest of all, its actors oft turn idiotio by its very hor­
rors, and jabber and laugh. With an awful prophecy 
of sorrow and subjection swooping over her, did woman 
first find herself outside tho sword glare, and surely she 
has trodden the wilderness with bleeding foot and bowed 
and broken aspect all tho ages since. How long, 0  Lord, 
how long? Surely the ond drnweth near. Surely tho 
cloud of prophecy bus drained all its black storm upon 
her.

Lift tho curtain where you will, tho soono is ovor the 
sanio. Rachel dying in niothorhood ; Rizpah mourning 
and watching the sons that no agonized pleadings of hers 
could save; the Levito’s helpless companion east out in 
tho dreudful night to tho ravening lust of tho sous of 
Belial, and creeping pitifully back to tho doorstep of 
her master, to die there in tho ghastly morning; tho 
sword-pierced soul of Mary ; tho daughters of Jerusalem 
weeping over tho Xing they worshipped but could not 
plead for—all toll tho samo sad story, and all have their 
countless repetitions in tho scones of to-day.

Women still spoak of Hypatia with wot eyes and a 
tromhlo in the voice, but the friends who tore this lofty, 
lovely woman in Fgyptiuu hulls ho long ago, were 
scarcely moro cruel than the fute that crouches upon 
overy temple’s stops to tear tho woman genius who as-

oonda. Joan of Are- saint, warrior, martyr- having 
saved Franoe could find none in Franco to save her 
girlish person from the flames. Many a Joan since has 
been scorched and blackened hy the world's ingratitude.

Our dark past is still tho living ami horrible present 
with tho heathen women of to-day. Think of tho 
Alaskian mother taking her infant daughter, tilling its 
little mouth with gruss, leaving it in the fields to perish, 
and calling the gods to witness her regret that she was 
not. thus destroyed when a habv.

See the 7,000 women working on a railroad in un 
Fast India sun, “climbing, climbing, through the cloud­
less day, women carrying baskets of stone and earth 
upon their heads think of the wives of an African 
chief usod as carpets for his bod-vo6m, and as a living 
floor for his earthed-up sepulchre; think of the bestial 
uses of woman through all the lustful Fast; hear her 
pray that after doatli she may become a iTmn ; and then 
smile if you can at the “ woman question."

Mrs. Dali,in her comprehensive work, tells of cultured 
Franoe and her industries, in which every injurious and 
fatal process is carried on by women, and that at half 
price and less; and of noble Fngland, whore the old 
law holds women as mares, salable in a cattle market; 
where women in the pin factories may he beaten with 
leather straps and hot’ iron bars. In Australia the na­
tives take every girl baby and break her finger joints ; 
hut what do they more than others? Are not the wo­
men of favored America crippled at all the sources of 
their strength ? War and vice and rum cut their heart­
strings, and their hands are helpless. Wrong and evil 
hold fiendish sway and they ure shorn of the power to 
“ break the jaws of tho wicked,” They are almost void 
in law oxoopt to suffer its penalties. From a legal point 
of view they are hut the chattels of their husbands and 
only exceptionally the owners of their children. Com­
pelled to earn their bread (for the bunion of labor has 
talleu upon women as well as men) they are denied train­
ing, shut out of work and cut down to starvation wugos. 
They ask for bread and the world gives them the stonos 
of the stroot. Naturally higher set among moral and 
spiritual forces they should load to victory liore, hut, no, 
they are east down and hound hand ami foot. God’s 
voioo thrills through them and struggles for utterance, 
hut the cruel bondage seals their lips, Fvon the poor 
instinct of self-preservation is hulked by weakening cus­
toms, and garments so hampering that they are but 
fitting symbols of enslavement.

But, at leust, woman is free ami regnant in her homo, 
and in that supposed crowning glory of woman’s life,
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marriage and maternity! Draw the curtain ! Meet 
this with silence! Publish it not to the shame of hu­
manity that here lies the deepest, foulest wrong—the 
tap-root of the deadly evil, the real and literal slavery 
of the costliest of womanhood—that the creative power 
of motherhood, set to mould the eternities, is too often 
dragged down to minister to carnality, that with agonies 
unspeakable, has womanhood bowed to this demand.

The sad problem is doubly vexed when it sets in upon 
the life of genius. It closed about poor" Currer Bell” 
and she wrote no more, and presently the weakness and 
pain of common womanhood put out the brilliance of 
the uncommon genius, that should have lighted not one 
man’s petty fireside, but the world. It closed about 
queenly “ Avis,” (a fictitious character but truthful type,) 
and her beloved Sphinx went for husband’s debts, her 
artist fingers grew stiff with kitchen uses. Nay, more, 
" We’ve given it up, Wait and I,” she said. “ The stiff­
ness grows deeper than the fingers.” Was anything 
more sorrowful ever penned ?

Do you wonder that the saddest poets in their sad­
dest songs touch womanhood ? Do you wonder that 
“ Song of the Shirt,” Bridge of Sighs,” and " Mother 
and Poet” have fallen so deep into the heart of humanity? 
Do you wonder that one of America’s grandest women 
turned her face to the wall and wept that she had brought 
a woman-child into the world ?- Do you wonder that 
we who see these things—even though our own little 
circle may be bright—-bow to the derisive title of sad 
sisterhood ?

But it shall not always be so. There is a God that 
judgeth in the earth. Hir forces are gathering; again and 
again in quiet homes we hear His trumpet call; we shall 
not much longer wait and watch in silence. “The world 
is gray with morning light.” All the evil of the past 
shall be turned to greater good. Mary shall not wait 
long in sorrow for “ Rabboni ” to come to her. The cry 
of the women shall soon begin to lose itself in that 
other growing, swelling cry of triumph," Allelujah ! for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth ! ”

T amaqua, P a . M r s . M. L. G r if f it h .

BLACK SHEEP.
"There must be one black sheep in .-every family,” 

was a familiar adage in my youthful days. We believe 
there is always one or more in most large families that 
come under this ban., Ministers and philanthropists 
and the children of devout, upright men and women, 
somehow become a trial and a scourge to their parents, 
that even "the flower of the family” but indifferently 
compensates for. The virtues and excellence of the 
“flower” becomes a reproach, and the tender mother 
looks on her wayward child, and asks why could not 
he too have received a saint’s endowment ?

There must be a cause for the difference in the char­
acteristics of members of the same family. The. subject 
is worth investigating. Mothers’ tears and fathers’ 
sighs, the premature grey hairs, with broken health, 
make strong appeals to our sympathy and conscience.

The present agitation of questions pertaining to 
"ante-natal influences” and "prenatal culture” makes 
the consideration of this subject appropriate. Human

intellect should be equal to the task of ferreting oat the 
cause and the remedy.

Alter much observation and many inquiries into the 
history of circumstances and conditions surrounding the 
parents at the time a new life is evoked, it is fair to 
consider the following facts:

We all know that very good people are not always 
good; that is, not always at their best. All persons have 
periods of demoralization, periods when tneir vitality, 
and even their moral sense is depressed, through fa­
tigue, failure, indigestion, or any vital expenditure. 
Life is full of conflicts, that produce inharmonies iu the 
soul, even when we contend for justice and truth, and 
the war is a righteous one. Ministers after preaching, 
writers, lawyers, and public speakers, by mental effort 
eliminate so much phosphorus from their brain as to 
render them, for the time, a little beloto par. The more 
brilliant their effort, the more effective their struggle, 
the greater the expenditure of nervous force, so much 
the more unfit are they to transmit qualities ihat will 
improve the human race. So a woman, weary or over­
excited, aggrieved, injured, or indignant, or with any 
discord in her soul, is unfit for the time to become a 
prospective mother. Physical health and vigor is 
equally important.

Physiologists affirm that the secretions and excretions 
of the body are modified or radically changed in quality 
by mental states, and this change is often produced iu 
an instant of time. Many persons know, by experience, 
that a sudden mental shock, either of joy or grief, will 
instantly produce a .diarrhoea. Violent weeping will 
cause a flow of limpid, colorless urine. Indignation and 
horror will dry up the saliva and make the mouth dry 
and bitter. Love and harmony will produce a sweet 
taste in the month and even disguise the odor of tobac­
co or a foul stomach. It is well known that violent 
rage will so change the quality of the mother’s milk 
that all its nutriment is instantly changed to poison, 
which, if  imbibed by the infant, will throw it into 
spasms that often prove fatal, spite of the most skilful 
efforts to save the patient. We formerly knew a woman 
that caused the death of two children by nursing them 
while in a raging passion, persisting in nursing the sec­
ond infant, when she knew she caused the death of her 
first child in the same way. She became an unhappy 
woman and died of remorse.

If discord in the soul will charge the blood with 
venom and change the character of all the other secre­
tions, it must likewise make a deteriorating change in 
quality of the semen and the perfection of the ova. We 
are not sure that chemical tests or microscopic investiga­
tion have ever demonstrated this fact. It may be, ttjir- 
is one of nature’s subtle secrets, so delicately elaborated 
that occult demonstration can never be made, but we 
know that results prove enough to make every wise 
and conscientious person refraiu from any juxtaposition 
that would endanger the transmission of undesirable 
conditions. They would wait till their equilibrium was 
restored, to a serene and healthful state, before ventur­
ing an experiment that might result in the formation of 
a defective organization.

George Combs records an instance of a hopeless idiot,
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who was begotten when both parents were intoxicated. 
Yet in a normal state this man and woman had aver­
age intellect and good moral qualities.

A well-known philanthropist, whose companion was 
bright, loving, and amiable, found great disappoint­
ment in his only son, who should have inherited the 
virtues and talents of both parents and become a bless­
ing, not only to his family, but his country. He was 
wild, and intemperate, and had more interest in a horse 
race than in his parents’ humanitary schemes. With 
broken health and incapacity for any good work he 
passed out of existence in early manhood, his whole 
life a miserable failure. This boy was begotten directly 
after a successful law-suit, in which the father was his 
own lawyer. The effort called out all the antagonism 
of his nature. Greatly fatigued, he returned home, and 
related to his wife the circumstances of the bitter con­
tention, with all the exciting and irritating incidents. 
Tlje wife listened sympathetically, entering into the 
spirit of the contest and rejoicing in the triumph of her 
husband. These conditions were transmitted to their 
son. Not all the influences of a beautiful home, with 
the tender love, and example, and precepts of both pa­
rents could eradicate the virus of irregularity and dis­
cord from this seed so thoughtlessly sown.

“Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs from 
thistles.” “What ye sow, that shall ye reap.” How is 
it possible for men to beget pure, noble, self-controlled 
children while they are in their worst state, or every 
drop of their blood and every fibre of their body is 
poisoned with alcohol or tobacco or both? How can it 
be otherwise, but these conditions must enter into the 
organism of the new beings they beget. It is not enough 
that man chose a refined and pure woman for the 
mother of his children. Poor seed planted in rich soil 
may produce better than it would from impoverished 
ground, but the harvest cannot be as rich and abund­
ant as when good seed is planted in rich earth and well- 
cultivated during the developing periods. Is it not 
strange that the daily lessons of the husbandman have 
not been applied to the improvement of the human race?

The writer knows a man addicted to smoking, who 
at the earnest solicitations of his young wife, resolved 
to abandon the habit. He suffered all the “horrors of 
the damned.” His longings for the accustomed seda­
tive were indescribably tormenting. Tobacco became 
the desire of his'life. All other blessings of life were as 
nothing to this coveted indulgence. He became morose 
and vicious. In this diabolical state of mind he begot 
a son. He did not succeed in conquering his appetite, 
and his poor boy inherited propensities, the indulgence 
of which has become the scourge of his father’s life and 
the sorrow and humiliation of his mother and all his 
friends, who are respectable folks and keenly alive to 
the disgrace of having a relative an inmate of a house 
of correction or on board a whaler, to keep him in auy 
kind of safety. The boy’s appetite for tobacco is insa­
tiable, and has been from babyhood. When it is forbid­
den, his cunning evades all rules and he is seldom with­
out it. This father was capable of transmitting better 
conditions, as his later children show. Could he have 
restrained himself at that time, which he undoubtedly

would, had he known the probable consequences, what 
joy and pride he might have felt in his first-born, in­
stead of disgrace and humiliation. How much more 
happiness his son would have known, and what a loss of 
moral power was suffered by the State? So it is with 
the drunkard, or the moderate drinker, with the licen­
tious, passionate, rebellious, or unjust man. They sow 
defective seed, no matter what their outward life may 
be. If secret sins are .indulged in their heart, the life­
blood is poisoned with them, which is transmitted to 
offspring and produce a crop of thorns, thistles, and 
tares in their turn.

“ Thus ill is wrought
Without a thought.”

There was arrested, in Baltimore, sometime since, a 
woman known as Mrs. Doyl, and several aliases. This 
woman has a national reputation; she is known and is 
a terror all along our rivers and lakes. She is the 
queen of “sneak-thievesa princess among the swell- 
mob, who worship her genius and her cleverness. She 
is one of a family of eleven children who are all honest 
and respectable people, herself, the “Black Sheep.” 
At the age of fifty-three she is an outcast, and regarded 
as dead by her husband and family, and will end her 
life in a penitentiary. She informed a reporter that 
“she remembered when she was a good girl,” showed 
him her prayer-book, which she said “she had carried 
for twenty-eight years.” The worn and tattered vol­
ume was carefully wrapped in her clothing, but, 6he 
added, “I dare not look at it now, I have done with 
prayer many years ago. I am so wicked. My mother, 
when she heard I had become a professional, said she 
could attribute my wicked life to something that hap­
pened before I was born or thought of.”

So we thiuk could all the shortcomings as well as the 
graces and virtues of children be accounted for, if 
mothers and fathers would take pains to recall the con­
ditions and surroundings that preceded as well as suc­
ceeded their inception.

A friend, in a private letter, writes: “I know a 
family who have a daughter fourteen years old, who is 
a prodigy in music, a perpetual joy, and her superiority 
to both parents in talent and physique is a wonder to 
everybody. For some weeks before conception both 
parents put themselves under athletic training, the 
study of music and the reading of good books. They 
decided the sex and the character they wished their 
child to possess. They desired to endow her with mu­
sical ability superior to their own, so took into their 
home a lady of superior talent aud musical culture, 
who played the highest typ« of music and added to the 
refinement of their home-life. This process was con­
tinued through the whole period of gestation, and this 
child is the happy result.”

These illustrations could be multiplied ad infinitum. 
Every reader can swell the list from his own observation. 
Does not this careless generation account for the con­
stantly increasing number of tramps and vagabonds in 
our land? They are commonly connected with respect­
able families, generally well educated, and often mem­
bers of one of the liberal professions. Lawyers, doctors, 
editors, and even ministers, are not rare among this
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class, as the books of our own “Free Lodging House” 
show, as well as the records of similar institutions in 
other cities. This has heretofore been called an “an 
inscrutable Providence,” but it. is a matter under our 
own control, and we must not malign our Heavenly 
Father, by closing our eyes to the truth, and lay such 
charges at His door, when they are the results of our 
ignorance, folly or wickedness. •

In Cowan’s “Science of a New Life” may te found 
a beautiful service, of consecration and preparation of 
body and soul for the inception of an immortal being, 
which we commend to the devout study of all who de­
sire to transmit, not only the best of themselves, but an 
improved edition of their own organization. Not that 
we would prescribe exactly this formula for each couple, 
but the spirit and intent of these directions would well 
repay their study and imitation by every well-wisher 
of his race and every unselfish husband and wife.

C. B. W.

T H E  LOST NAME.
BY MRS. EVELEEN L. MASON.

“ And in the last days it shall come to pass that the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established 
in the top of the mountain and shall be exalted above 
the hills, and all nations shall flow into it,” says the 
Esaiahs, and our startled attention turns to scrutinize 
this change in the base of gravitation. We want to 
know what this .seer—who had long surveyed the world’s 
great masses of seemingly unassimilable errors—could 
have meant by prophesying the coming of a day when' 
things are to flow up hill!

Had he perceived that what had been regarded as 
seemingly antagonistic and unassimilable errors were, 
in fact, but fragments of disintegrated truths, which 
had been driven about by the billows of strife, but which, 
in a more intellectual and less passion-ridden age, would 
be left tranquilly to drift together, attracted by that 
power Which prompt similars to seek each other out and 
to unite with an eagerness which defies the sunderings 
of time and space ?

Is it possible that he saw in this great drift of unifi­
cation, that truths which had been stored up in the 
symbolisms of all religion, all art, all poetry, and in 
scientific developments, were at last to weld themselves 
together into the majestic whole, the ineffable presence 
which loomed prophetically before his eyes as the moun­
tain of the house of the Lord that was to be established 
in the top of some other yet greater wonder which he 
chose to call (because of its similarity in kind) the 
mountain?

And if this is so why, having thus piled Pelion on 
Ossa, why did he tell us that the people should (not long 
for it, not sigh for it, not even die for it,) but simply 
flow up hill to it? Is he telling fairy tales, and be­
cause of human indolence, is he trying to save us the 
thought of the upward, eternal toil and the probable 
failure of the many, even though the few at length at­
tain? And was it in pity to our. animalism that he 
quick transfused through all the scene the glow of fairy 
lore ? Or does the prophecy mean that the forces of

nature are to change base ? Are the laws of gravita­
tion to be reversed ? Are new powers of attraction to 
be evolved from new heights, which shall draw minds, 
morals, and spirit, being as infallibly to the high table­
lands of justice and judgment and to the rarified at­
mosphere of pure love’s blisses as earth’s gravity now 
attracts and holds material things to its centre ?

Did he mean that some occult power, even now existent, 
and soon to be fully released in the thought laboratory 
of the new age, will irresistibly draw, all humanity to 
heights supernal ? And are the mental and moral con­
vulsions of this day the “ chaos” out of which this new 
order of life is to be upheaved ? It is certain that the 
air is filled with the sound of rushing, mighty waters, 
as, responsive to the question, “ What is truth ?” there 
come those bringing a few drops of water to cool the 
parched tongue, and those bearing the royal cup of the 
King which they offer “ in his name,” and there comes 
the on-rushing torrent of great reform, which, break­
ing through the flood-gates ot conservatism, pour their 
streams into the murky waters of ignorance, clearing 
away the foul accretions ?

Convulsions are in the air and there is on the “Cal­
endar of the tempests of State” the upheaval and estab­
lishment of the mountain of the house of the Eternal; 
and the sound we hear even now is the restless eddying 
of the nations before they upflow these mystic heights.

All the signs of glad days are upon us. Knowledge 
has increased; men do run up and down the earth as 
upon the little streets of a town, and our few peace 
arbitrations announce the arrival of the days when 
men shall learn war no more, and when all antagonistic 
weapons of tongue or pen shall be beateu into imple­
ments to be used only in the cultivation of good growths 
or the pruning. away of evil growths. It is a day 
when those who wish to sleep are awakened by the 
steady tramp, tramp, tramp Of the publicans and 
sinners who are marching into the kingdom before 
them.

The churches understand the fact that the owner of 
the vineyard will no longer accept those wild grapes 
which the fathers ate and “which have 6et the children’s 
teeth on edge.”

The vineyard owner claims the fruit of cultivated 
vines and of any church which dares to give Him 
“wild grapes,” he demands to know the reason why? 
To-day, husbandmeD are called to an account concern­
ing any crude cullure by spade, hoe or ox-drawn-har- 
row, and “other servants,” with better methods, are sent 
to the hard-tramped camping grounds of religious com­
batants, to drive through them the ploughshares of in­
vestigation, which will upturn to the light old seed- 
thoughts, not dead yet, with which God's acres are teem­
ing. And these ploughshares, (beaten from the blood­
stained battle-axes of ancient controversy,) have sub- 
soiled the accretions of the thought of all ages, and have 
turned into the depths the rotting prejudices and the 
ashes of the burnt-out traditions of men! And now, 
over all, the Lord of the Harvest is sending light which 
produces such “new wine in the old clusters” that the 
old forms burst asunder under the irrepressible force.

We have come upon new times, and new times de-
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mand new methods in the application of old principles. 
Life and immortality are tangible verities untrammel* 
lable. To-day, we should be ready to go on to perfec­
tion as Paul so politely invites us to do, only that 1800 
years of Pauline doctrine still finds the Church has so 
feebly practical!zed the great principles of health, 
parity, justice, and human inequality which seem essen­
tial to common decency—that perfection is like that far­
away “Mountain of the Lord”—shadowy still, and inac­
cessible.

When we consider the vast membership of the 
churches we wonder why so many lights (if ignited at 
the Son of Righteousness) have not burned away the 
miasmas of fomenting ev ils! Is it that the real ag­
gressive force of the Church is all in the few thousands 
who are “wise to discern the signs of the times they live 
in,” and who therefore “serve this present age,” instead of 
spending strength in creating ponderous machinery 
with which to clutch at the shadowy garments of the 
departing ghosts of exploded theories?

So did not Christ. He fought the abuses of Jewry 
and the special sorts of ignorance and vice which infested 
his era; and, breaking free from the forces of animal 
gravitation, his being flowed up and up to the life of 
perfect love englobed in perfect wisdom, which creates 
bliss ineffable.

Now it is such a life as this, which seems so shadowy 
and is so real (because it  is the divine reality which is 
back of all ideals), it is this idealized real life which is 
to be established on the heights as the regular con­
ventional thing, to which people are to “ flow up ” in 
the coming woman era. For, mark it, it is on this very 
mountain of perfection that the perfecting element is 
to be established; and it is from this re-enstated element 
that the new attractive powei* of spiritual gravitation is 
to proceed.

Before any one can be expected to believe this seem­
ingly chimerical statement it is in order to unfold this 
orientalism, so as to obtain .sight of its practical signifi­
cance to this age.

Students will recall the fact' that the Esaiahs were 
well versed in the Egyptian, the Hindoo, the Babylo­
nian—in short in all the religious symbols of the great 
world powers, and that they were prophesying in au 
historical crisis of such great significance that only high 
spirit lucidity could equal the needs of the age. We 
say “ they ” because Isaiah’s wife was also a prophetess 
and as she perfected the sphere of his prophetic action, 
(see Isaiah 8, 3), there were added to his prophecies 
the occult powers of woman’s percipience which fore­
gleams the perfect day and renders the book of the 
Esaiah’s the Kohinoor in the prophetic tiara.

The labors of these two people were performed in the 
time of the Kings of Judah; and as they seized upon 
and appropriated the truths of Egyptian, Persian, Hin­
doo, and other religions, they did not fail to recognize 
the ever-present trinity of the father, the mother and 
the life therefrom which has been worshipped in the 
universal church in all the ages throughout the world. 
And they saw that in the more elaborate theosophies, 
this supreme and celestial triad passes down through 
immense numbers of intermediate triads to a natural

plane of being, where love, wisdom, and life created 
therefrohi takes form, among the Egyptians, as Osiris, 
Isis and Horus, which are Qod-like types of what each 
family on earth is supposed to be. But this incarnate 
lower trinity was not highest essential deity, for between 
this Osiris, Isis and Horus, there are innumerable other 
trinities before the great Hermes Trismegistus was re­
vealed to the meditations of the Holy Seers of the East. 
This Egyptian ineffable name corresponds to the intan­
gible Parabrahra of the Hindoos whose trimurti (or 
union of three powers) is incarnated among them under 
the names and persons of Brahm, Vishnu and Liva; and 
this Hindoo Parabrahm is to the Hindoos what the un­
utterable, ineffable lost name of Jehovah is to the He­
brews, of whom Jesus of Nazareth was born.

In many other religious systems, also, these hierar­
chies of ever affluent trinities ascend beyond the reach 
of thought; and through all the spheres there ever ex­
ists the father, mother, and child, who are three in one 
life. The idea of creative action has always been sub­
ject to degradation by all but the rare few. “In wis­
dom were all things created, and by wisdom were they 
all brought forth;” is a holy wonder tale of the birth of 
all new forms of life, new forms of knowledge, and 
new form of beauty. But when these great troths of 
scientific and spiritual lore were unfolded, it became 
necessary to symbolize, by geometric forms and figures, 
this welding together of feminine and masculine forces, 
because the wise men wished to retain the true nuptial 
and family idea, (for it is the tree of Life on which all 
order and system depends,) but they saw it was neces­
sary to separate it from the thoughts with which brutish 
persons incessantly blaspheme true marriage.

So Plutarch tells us that this trinity was introduced by 
Plato into his Commonwealth, under the form of a per­
fect triangle, and was then known as the “nuptial dia­
gram.” And this same symbolic form is met elsewhere, 
and known as “Minerva’s triangle,” and is dedicated to 
that goddess.

Space forbids an unfolding of these significant truths, 
but those who choose to search will discover that the 
“Eternal Fatherhood of God,” about which protes- 
tant theologians talk so much, has been balanced in all 
aneient religions, as well as in the nature of things, by 
the eternal motherhood in Jehovah’s being, without 
whom fatherhood would certainly be impossible.

This motherhood has always and everywhere been 
the preserver and creator of the Omnipresent life of all 
kinds which fill the throbbing universe.

All rational minds (who are the more religious be­
cause truly rational) will probably delight in this reason­
able and natural trinity which ever recovers and sus­
tains its unity on its successive different planes, by 
creating out of itself (not out of nothing), but out of its 
unified self, new forms of life, new forms of knowledge 
and new forms of beauty.

Profound students will call to mind that in the old 
symbols the mother element is always represented by 
spherical lines of grace and perfectness, and is typified 
in different religions, variously as the Moon, the Mound, 
and the Mountain !

Hence the ancient mound worshippers, the wonders



6 THE ALPHA, JULY
of whose peaceful civilizations are breaking upon our 
minds and are hinting at a social inspirational element 
in the government of which our to-day’s Room Posh 
civilization knows little.

Hence Mahomet’s symbol of the crescent moon and 
the star, which was elevated on the banners of the hosts 
of “ Ayesha, the mother of the faithful,” by these wor­
shippers of Allah!

Hence the existence of the now unmanageable problem 
“ how to square a circle,” a problem which will again be 
understood after a real humanity shall be disenthralled 
from the bonds into which animalism has crushed hack 
mother percipienco from her legitimate realm of the 
supersensual. '

Hence—but space forbids that we go on to show how, 
in all religions the mother wisdom element has been as 
fully recognized in the trinity as has the Father love 
there; so now, just recalling the fact that the moon, the 
mound and the mountain, have always typified the 
“ eternal womanly ” in the divine nature, we will “ lift 
up our eyes to the hills whence cometh our help,” and 
see what this mountain will bring forth.

In these days all true men will rejoice when woman is 
practically elevated to the heights where she now sits but 
in poesy, picture and prophecy. But in old gross times, 
when males were jealous and domineering, brute rule 
condemned woman’s wit and wisdom to veil self, Isis- 
like, while “ the little dark god ” stood forth in malish 
aggression. In decent society these things are supposed 
to be passed and many repulsive things are giving place 
to the condition's consequent upon an enlightened 
motherhood whose selt-poise discerns in the coming 
day a freer self-action which will secure to unborn 
children more healthy and happy environments. ’

Ancient histories have told us of virgins who have 
given birth to an Isaiah, to a Lord Boodh, to a Jesus of 
Nazareth, and other wonder men, and we see that when­
ever there has thus glinted on the world the recognition 
of the truth that God-like men can only be born of women 
whose virgin-sacred-mother conditions are secured to 
them by their acknowledged right to self-governance 
and self-direction, then the passion power, fearing to 
lose its hold on woman, has struck down this teaching 
of wisdom, and has flung womanhood in the dust, 
tearing down all distinctive symbols of the woman 
divinity and effacing these objects of worship, and it 
has exalted instead the Obelisk, and has elevated in 
Yod-he-vaw’s name only the first letter yod, and, calling 
that God, it has given for worship only the Father 
element, and has proclaimed woman’s utter subjection 
to the male-power.

This old struggle to “ rob Jehovah’s name ” of the 
mother power there; is it a strife of dogmatism against 
common sense ? It ignores the motherhood in Jeho­
vah’s name, and yet gives for two personsof the Trinity, 
an eternal Father and an eternal Son, the very exist­
ence of whose relations, in the nature of things, is de­
pendent upon the good graces of the “eternal womanly,” 
to confer fatherhood on one and existence itself on the 
other.

It seems so self-evident a proposition that eternal 
fatherhood is dependent on eternal motherhood, that

Paul and an army of his followers, “Suffer not women to 
speak in the churches,” for fear they will tell too much! 
It is doubtful whether this one-legged system of theology 
could have kept any foothold except by means of 
anathematizing all free-thought in men aud by mind- 
binding all women whose natural love of wisdom pots 
scorn on all human anathema.

It is by this means that this illogical dogmatism hag 
held its own in Church and State. But of course, 
having “robbed Jehovah’s name” of the mother-power 
there, it naturally robs and rides rough-shod over the 
prescient wisdom of which pure womanly natures are 
the orderly recipients on earth. But the day has uow 
come in which this woman element, in family, Church 
and State (aye, from the throne of Jehovah), calls a 
halt to the animalism which seeks to usurp for self 
heaven and earth.

No woman having “cpen vision” can read the book 
of the Esaiahs without being stirred by the prophecies 
which foretell the terror of those whose faitu is failing 
them because of the overturning of creeds on which 
they have reposed more reverence than they have ever 
fixed on the immutable name and law of Jehovah! It 
is a book in which the name of J ehovah is sometimes 
written in those great letter.* which signify the power 
which imbues it. It is a book in which the whole (see 
holy) name, not the first letter, not the divorced frag­
ment of the name, but the whole name of Yod-he-vaw 
is magnified and established to go no more down for­
ever.

[To be Continued ]

CULLED FROM TH E FRENCH REVIEWS Ac.
The principles of continence advocated by The Al­

p h a  do not, by any means, constitute a new theory, are 
not a new discovery, as some persons appear to suppose. 
Centuries ago they were taught in prose and verse. A 
Latin epigram entitled Ebrietas el Luxuria, written hr 
St. Basil about the year 1570, most emphatically incul­
cates this very doctrine. . Iu it he says :
“ One should be drunken neither with love nor with wine.* * * * *
Wine quenches the thirst. Venu* fecu n d  mother,
Should serve only to people this lower world.
This is the true en<i of both ; woe to those mortals who oppose 

nature and violate her law.”
I translate an article from the Journal <T Hygiene:
“ This great saint (Basil) who founded those infirma­

ries so celebrated during the Middle Ages under the 
name of Leproseries, in a homily entitled. In Ebriefalem 
et L u x u r ia n t,  dated 1570, vol. 1, page 506, says: ‘ Drunk­
enness by enfeebling the nerves and exhausting the 
principle of vitality produces a universal trembling, the 
whole body being agitated in a thousand ways; it seems 
as if the nerves had lost their firmness.’ ”

Beaumarchais also says: “ To drink without thirst, 
unhappy privilege 1 For to drink without thirst leads 
to alcoholism (as to make love at all times, that is, with­
out purpose and oat of season has produced veneral dis­
ease). Alas! tobacco, idleness, ennui, Ac.,are power­
ful agents which unhappily too often drive men to sen­
suality and alcoholism. Abyssus ahyssum invocat, one 
abyss invokes another, for man cannot violate the laws
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of nature without being the first victim to the faults lie 
rommits, and without risking tLe loss of his dignity, 
deeply injuring his health and abridging his life. It 
maybe said, with truth, man does not die, he kills him­
self; and, as said Cicero, de Senectute, chap. 1, “ Youth 
given up to excess transmits to old age only a worn-out 
body.”

These disordered passions soon extinguish the noblest 
thoughts and destroy every honest sentiment; at the 
same time they consume both mind and body. These 
are the odious vices that cause the fall of nations, de­
prave the heart, destroy the memory, cause the destruc­
tion of families, the enfeebling of the bodv, of itself the 
most powerful auxiliary to morbid conditions. Too 
Often their issue is afflicted with, idiocy, epilepsy, men­
tal alienation, weak intellect, rickets, lameness, produc­
ing those unbalanced, jealous, impotent men who can 
accomplish nothing, and leading to insanity, suicide, 
murder, arson, impotence and to that brain waste which 
quickly destroys the moral nature. (From these men, 
as Dr. Louis Oruveilhier remarks, come, in the first gen­
eration, immorality, depravity, alcoholic excesses and 
lack of principle; in the second, hereditary drunkenness, 
maniacal excesses and general paralysis; in the third, 
hypochondria and homicidal tendencies ; in the fourth, 
intelligence disappears, the child is stupid, idiotic, de­
praved, scarcely reaches adult age and the race becomes 
extinct.)

Thus, for Dr. Louis Caradec, (of Brest,) and now a 
little space for comment. Why is it that the word love 
is so constantly desecrated by being placed in such juxta­
position ? Why should a word signifying all that is 
pure and holy be so profaned ? Why call riotous ani­
mal passion by this sacred name when, the language fur­
nishes one suited to it ? None of the dreadful things 
these doctors enumerate come from love; they are from 
the animality not yet outlived. Love loves strictly the 
woman, not simply the sex. Love‘between man and 
woman does not generalize ; it straitly individualizes. 
It is quite another thing "that leads man into such habits 
as produce and have produced all these horrors. They 
are all here, and are the outcome of incontinence and 
a lack of self-control most pitiable. Not an excess of 
love, but an excess of selfishness. E mma A . W ood.

IN ST IT U T E  OF H ER E D ITY  ANNIVERSARY.
The Institute held its anniversary on Tuesday, the 

29th of May, as announced. The very small attend­
ance was only too good assurance of its great import­
ance. The President, Col. Needham, opened the pro­
ceedings with a graceful, hopeful, encouraging address,, 
and then withdrew to fill other, but I see not how more, 
important engagements.

The presence of Dr. Foote, and Mrs. Cynthia Leon­
ard of New York, and Mrs. Whitehead, of New Jersey, 
prevented dearth of speaking, which might otherwise 
have been severely felt. With them, and two Massa­
chusetts, though not Boston, ministers, the time.was oc­
cupied. Not crowded, however, as is sometimes seen 
in meetings, when several will be on their feet at the 
same instant, bursting to be heard. Enthusiasm did 
not distract us.

My humble utterances gave some offence. But the 
clergy did not always agree with me forty years ago. 
The events of 1861, and so on to 1865, however, 
wrought mighty changes in ministerial minds. It is 
often said: “There is nothing lost by waiting.” That 
may depend much on who it is that waits. Heredity, 
like Copernicus and Kepler, can afford to wait.

The newspapers let our meetings graciously alone, 
with the slightest possible exceptions. Indeed we had 
little to report more than our speeches. A brief series 
of resolutions was presented and adopted on our late 
secretary, Loring Moody; and Rev. Mr. Israel, of Sa­
lem, and one or two others, spoke very tenderly and 
truthfully of his fidelity to the Institute of Heredity, 
(almost his own child,) as well as to the anti-slavery 
and other benevolent enterprises for the benefit of man, 
woman, and even dumb brute kind. Whether the 
resolutions were printed I do not know.

Dr. Foote gave an excellent account of the work for 
our cause in New York. Mrs. Leonard dwelt on the 
Mysteries of Maternity, and what it implies and in­
volves, as only a mother could, and with a wisdom and 
power, too, never exceeded even in the “Modern Ath­
ens.” But alas! not ten Athenian mothers were pres­
ent to hear! Rev. Mr. Jones and Mr. Toobey made ad­
dresses, but without reporters of the press present at 
any time, except the secretary and Dr. Foote himself. 
So, also, did Dr. Wright, who occupied the chair, after 
President Needham retired, during all the sessions.

But no one was heard with deeper, or more deserved 
attention, than Mrs. Whitehead, on Dress Reform. 
Even the American Tract Society could do no better 
work than to give her address to the world in millions. 
In the good time coming, and sure to come, it will be 
so seen, so understood.

My testimony in favor of what to me has long been 
a cardinal virtue, continence only for reproduction, was 
heard with divided estimate by the audience. But I 
censure none, condemn none on the general question. 
So let my words wait. Though I do greatly fear sexual 
indulgence is not the only practice man shares with the 
brute-beast creation. I am awful glad the brute beasts 
do not return the compliment by taking to the use of 
rum and tobacco, which shows that evil communica­
tions do not always corrupt good manners. The poor 
keen-scented dog and horse have snuffed the fumes of 
these two abominations, oh! how long, and are mainly 
unpolluted to the present hour! But you have much 
to pardon in this very hasty, scanty account, not report 
of our meeting. I attend very few conventions in later 
years, take no part whatever in any but the Institute of 
Heredity. And even so far doubt my importance or 
worth there, as to render tolerably certain I shall attend 
it no more. My place now is not more platform than 
pulpit. I can do my little part better in other ways. 
But what is in ray power shall be the A lpha’s and its 
-cause, or I were unworthy to subscribe as I ever would, 

Faithfully yours,
P arker P illsbury.

We have issued a special number this month, and we 
ask our friends to help us circulate it.
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■■■■■■ — ■ *

T h e  Moral Education Society of Cleveland, has 
united with the Equal Rights Association and is now 
known as the Cleveland Moral Education and Equal 
Rights Associations. They, have thirty-six members. 
They adjourned'on the 19th of June until September. 
The society is working for the appointment of a matron 
at the Central Police Station to take charge of the 
women prisoners.

Recently the society has been much agitated over the 
exposure of a shocking outrage that was perpetrated on 
a little boy five years old. The wretched man that the 
child charges with the deed was young, well educated, 
and has heretofore sustained a good reputation. The 
court and his friends screened him from justice, or even 
a trial to prove his innocence, a measure the Moral 
Education has severely commented on. They find there 
is no law in Ohio against sodomy, and are willing to

join hands with the M. E. 8. of Washington to secure a 
law punishing adequately sodomy and rape. These hor­
rible, unnatural crimes will never be driven from the 
face of tbe earth or held under control while the “ con­
spiracy of silence ” is maintained by the press and the 
people. There must be a popular expression of indig­
nation and suitable laws most be enforced to protect 
little children and women from outrage.

OUR SCHOOLS.
Truly this is tbe children’s era. The closing exer­

cises of all our schools, from primary to normal schools 
and colleges, have been unusually interesting and fes­
tive. Thousands of beautiful and bright children in 
white dresses and bright ribbons and lovely flowers have 
taken their places and performed their piece credibly 
upon the stage and gone home filled with proud and 
happy ambition. Not behind in brilliancy and success 
and telling interest have been the various kinder­
gartens in our city. Mrs. Anna 6 . Ogden’s Garfield 
Kindergarten and Normal Training School closed May 
25th. It has been a most successful course, and the 
proficiency and good behavior of her happy little ones 
were only excelled by the intelligence, grace, and pro­
ficiency of her normal class. The audience was large 
and fully realized the blessing this new education is to 
their children, who are so soon to take our places on 
the busy stage of life.' The Minor Free Kindergarten. 
Mrs. Z. Furd, teacher, had only been in operation four 
months, but the little badly-born freedmen showed 
plainly their quick susceptibility to hand, eye, and ear 
culture as well as demonstrable intelligence in the rudi­
ments of mathematics and gepmetry. They had done 
some qnite pretty work in colors and pricking and clay 
modeling. The exercises closed with a collation. This 
is an experimental school, sustained by the trustees of 
tbe Minor Fund, for the advancement of colored youth. 
This fund likewise snstains a normal school for girls, 
which graduated eighteen pupils June 11th. June 5th 
Mrs. and Miss Pollock’s Kindergarten, Normal, and 
Kindergarten Institute and Pensora, a school for train­
ing child nurses in the most hygienic and felicitous care 
and amusement of infants too young to attend school. 
All these schools help demonstrate what may be done 
by intelligent, patient, loving instruction, toward? 
wholesome formation of character, education, and 
physical development of children. Even those most 
unfortunately endowed by heredity can be so improved 
as to enjoy life and become industrious and useful citi­
zens, if not skillful artizaus. When oar directors of pub­
lic education shall be converted to the possibility and 
desirability of educating the hand, the eye, as well as
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the tongue; then will cramming and mere memoriz­
in' give place to i l lu s tra tio n  and construction, to 
developing whatever gift m ay  lie hidden in the child, 
and continuing this form of in s t ru c t io n  from grade to 
grade till all onr public school graduates will close school 
life, and begin the earnest purposes of mature responsi­
bility, armed with practical and technical culture pre­
pared to fill his niche in the world and act well h is  part 
in the drama of successful citizenship. Every boy and 
every girl, every man and every woman, will know be­
yond a doubt what calling and what industry he or she 
will follow with pleasure and profit. This coarse will 
cot off the army of panpers, vagabonds, and tramps, 
and sensibly diminish the population o f  o u r  peniten- 
fiaiies, alms-houses, aud asylums. Hasten the day, O | 
Lord!

“ TOKOLOGY”
Is the unfamiliar title of a new book on obstetrics, j 
by Alice B. Stockham, M. IX, of Chicago; a woman’s 
book for women, a chapter of which was published 
from advanced sheets in the May number of T he 
Alpha, “ Chastity in the Marriage Relation.” This 
chapter is a sample of the whole tone of the work. It 
b the fulfillment of the hope of many and shows what 
women physicians are to do for their own sex. Lifting 
them out of the valley of death and condemnation, to 
die mountain top of wisdom, health, and power, where 
the monotone of woman’s woe shall be heard no more 
forever. In this labor of love Dr. Stockham has ap­
pealed strongly to the nobler aspirations as well as the 
nstinet of self-preservation, two potent powers in the 
human heart The introductory chapter on painless 
child-birth, shows how much women can spare them- 
setves by observing hygienic law and by a knowledge of 
the physiological functions of their own systems. This 
knowledge the author has unfolded in an accurate and 
attractive style, displaying good common sense, as well 
a scientific attainment. Dr. Stockham has for some 
jreara given conversational lectures to women through­
out tiie West, and has now crystallized tier instructions 
bto permanent form at the earnest request of many 
women, who have tested the value of her advice.

Price, $1.50. For sale at 159 La Salle Street, Chi-
«go, DL

Let ub  teach onr children in the sweet refnge and 
aoctuary of home, thoee lessons which too many are 
left to learn in the bitter paths of suffering and shame.
It is the doty of the old to give the young the benfit 

of their experience, and teach them to know the good 
from the evil.

WOMAN SUFFRAGF-
For some unexplained reasons the report of the Com­

mittee on Woman Suffrage made to the House of Rep­
resentatives March 1st, 1883, has just reached us. It is 
a most candid and just report and does great honor to 
the committee and especially to Congressman White, 
who was chairman.
The Select Committee on Woman Suffrage, to whom 

was referred House Resolution No. 255, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
to secure the right of suffrage to citizens of (lie United 
States without regard to sex, having considered the 
same, respectively report:
In attempting to comprehend the vast results that 

could and would be attained by the adoption of the pro­
posed article to the Constitution, a few considerations 
are presented that are claimed by the friends of woman 
suffrage to be worthy of the most serious attention, 
among which are the following:

L There are vast interests in property vested in wo­
men, which properly is affected by the taxation and 
legislation, without the owners having voice or represen­
tation in regard to it. The adoption of the proposed 
amendment would remove a manifest injustice.

H. Consider the unjnst discriminations made against 
women in industrial and educational pursuits, and against 
those who are compelled to earn a livelihood by work 
of hand or brain. By conferring npon such the right 
of suffrage, their condition, it is claimed, would be 
greatly improved by the enlargement of their influence.

III. The questions of social and family relations are 
of equal importance to and affect as many women as 
men. Giving to women a voice in the enactment of 
laws pertaining to divorce and the custody of children 
and divisions of property would be merely recognizing 
an undeniable right.

IV. Municipal regulations in regard to houses of pros­
titution, of gambling, of retail liqnor traffic, and of all 
other abominations of modem society, might be shaped 
very differently and more perfectly were women allowed 
the ballot. _

V. If women had a voice in legislation, the momen­
tous question of peace and war, which may act with 
such fearful intensity npon women, might be settled 
with less bloodshed.

VI. Finally, there is no condition, status in life, of rich 
or poor; no question, moral or political; no interest, 
present or future; no ties, foreign or domestic; no issues, 
local or national; no phase of human life, in which the 
mother is not equally interested with the father, the 
daughter with the son, the sister with the brother. 
Therefore the one-shoold have equal voice with the other 
in moulding the destiny of this nation.

Believing these considerations to be so important as 
to challenge the attention of all patriotic citizens, and 
that the people have a right to be heard in the only au­
thoritative manner recognized by the Constitution, we 
report the accompanying resolution with a favorable 
recommendation in order that the people, through the 
legislatures of their respective States, may express their 
views.
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The following article from the pen of a thoughtful 
young man and the reply will explain themselves. [Ed.]

My D ear Mrs. S. :—As I have never given any 
thought to the subject which we discussed the other 
evening, I doubtless expressed my extempore views very 
crudely. It occurred to me to write an article to A lpha 
on a different subject, but I abandoned the idea, and I 
submit to your candid judgment the following, in all 
sincerity of purpose. These views come from the bed­
rock of my nature, and I apologize if I have expressed 
them too vehemently.

Yours in aspiration and sincerity, J. T. D.
I understand the plan and purpose of the publication 

of A lpha are to diffuse a correct and intelligent knowl­
edge of the laws and conditions which make up the im­
portant relation of the sexes individually toward each 
other, and in marriage- toward society, as a whole. That 
abuses exist in these relations, and that there is wide 
scope for reform, cannot admit of question. That women 
are martyred through their affectionate natures and 
their ideas of duty, will be admitted bv the most seltish 
man. That women are bound in marriage by chains as 
ignoble as the basest serfdom, is evidenced by the tyranni­
cal nature of evil men, and the frequent eruptions and 
upheavals in society tending toward a wiser marital re­
lation and more equitable legislation on the subject of 
divorce. This work of reform, touching as it does the 
very fountain of life, the sum of human happiness, the 
destiny of the race, civilization, and the product of 
human energy since its dawn, cannot well be exagger­
ated. The misery of countless lives, the stability of 
the domestic institution, the sweetness of home, the 
purity of love, the divinity of womanhood, the beauty 
of the soul and body of woman, the integrity of the 
human race, are bound up in this question. Are the in­
herited woes of the race to be aggravated by perpetua­
tion, or is social vice to be eliminated—stamped out 
forever—by wise and earnest reform ? The most con­
servative will unite with the most radical in agreeing 
that abuses do exist, however much they may differ as 
to the method of cure.

Here and now, I would frankly join issue-with those 
iconoclasts who would trample under foot the venera­
tion and sanctity of all human thought in all time, for 
certain subjects of discussion. Not that I would deny 
their sincerity of purpose, but that I urge an obedience 
to the dictates of the principle of modesty in our na­
tures. I doubted the wisdom of a public discussion and 
diffusion of that knowledge which our finer sensibilities 
loathe as contagion itself. In the name of outraged 
purity let it not be said that what is written in truth on 
this subject, be rolled by scoffers as sweet morsels 
under the tongue. If the sanctity of the subject is to 
be violated, if the secrets of the marriage relation are to be 
scandalized by the light of day, the keen edge of per­
ceptions of purity will be blunted, and callow youth 
will yield to the fatal reign of imagination. Ignorance 
is a safeguard to virtue. Modesty ffnds its chief incar­
nation where not to know is bliss. But reformers say 
that these things must be known if our youth are not to 
be corrupted, wives wrecked through their emotional

natures, and a new generation to be reared by pre-natal 
culture. The fallacy of this argument is unhappily not 
at once apparent. The theory is too plausible. If tbe 
inner natures and reflection of people do not show them 
that their remedy is more blasting than the evil itself, 
perhaps they may consent to another theory of cure as 
more potent, more direct, more lasting, purer, higher, 
more ennobling, and assuring a continuing aspiration 
to the only true good; to a remedy that is robed in de­
cency. It panders to no vicious taste ; it feeds no im­
moral nature ; it teaches nothing that would bring a 
blush to innocence, and cause aversiou in an incorrupted 
sou l; it combats no existing theory ; it does not pull 
down, but it builds—not on the shifting sand—but on 
the rock of eternal truth.

In a rude aud uncivilized society, the idea of eternal 
punishment acts to deter from evil where mere ethical 
motives fail. In a state of society where woman is re­
garded as a female, the threats of physiological law may 
deter from licentiousness. When religion and moral 
motives.become ruling factors in society, they alone pre­
vent sin. So the time lias come when threats of physio­
logical law must give place to goodness and right living 
in and for its own sake. In tbe infancy of mankind 
threats may work righteousness, but in tbe manhood of 
society, more complex motives are suitable for more 
differential thought. Virtue is to be pursued as its own 
reward. Man must be and will be moral, not from 
fear, but from aspiration and love towards the pure. A 
man who admires beauty in woman, and who reverences 
that beauty as the Greeks worshipped their gods, as em­
bodying the spirit of the eternal nature, may be as igno­
rant as you please of physiology. Man does not need 
to be taught the penalties of evil when he is taught tbe 
essentials of virtue.

Better keep a man from drunkenness by lifting him 
to the plane of manhood, than by threats of delirium 
tremens or the wreck of his home. I plead for culture 
as a means of grace, and that the rod be buried in dark­
est oblivion. Man and woman will reverence each other 
and build homes, enduring in love and joy, through tbe 
growth of their spiritual and moral natures. Each will 
do unto the other that which works for the complete un­
folding and fulfilment of their nature and purpose in 
life. Their strivings toward the good will be for the re­
wards of goodness, and not from fear of ills entailed by 
sin. Let us raise our natures into light, not by eating 
of the fatal tree of knowledge, but by pure and wise 
effort in the pleasant lines of parity. Let men look 
upon the beauty of women, and be refined and enno­
bled by her companionship and instinciive modesty. 
The boasted evils of our social structure will disappear 
like mist before the sun, when men are rated by love 
and not by fear. Let men who would be husbands pause 
and question their souls as to their manhood. Let women 
who may be wives, consider their fitness for woman­
hood, their purity of soul, their strength of purpose and 
aspiration.

r e p l y .

There are men and men, but the heights and depths 
between them are immeasurable; good and true to the/ O



THE ALPHA, JULY. 11

light within them are they in the depths as well as they 
on the heights.

One soil is evoked, which by a happy hut accidental 
co-ordination of pre-natal and post-natal events is able 
to stand alone, a law unto himself, in the full radiance 
of God’s laws fulfilled in himself, to him, and in him 
all things are adjusted in perfect accord with the illumi­
nation of his own spirit. l ie  needs no tender up-lifting 
hands to hold him erect. Revelation unfolds within 
him and with his clear soul knowledge is action. lie  
stands on the mountain peuk, in the broad sunshine of 
sweetness and purity, l ie  needs no saving grace, his 
redemption is within him. In his atmosphere of beauty 
and holiness he believes it is only necessary to show its 
purity and to say, “ Come up hither and partake with 
me.” and they in the valley and they on the hill-side 
will haste with glowing feet on the upward way, never 
stopping till they reach these uplands of life.

Another soul, it may be his own brother in the flesh, 
comes into being under just opposite pre-natul condi­
tions, also accidental. This soul is out of harmony with 
the universe. He is awry with life, his tendencies are 
downward; ho stands in perpetual shadow in the valleys 
ofhumiliation and soul-defect. The divine spark within 
him is veiled in impenetrable darkness; he sees the pit- 
falls beneath him, but the light above does not reach 
him with sunshining power. Dimly he recognizes those 
hills of God on which his happier brother walks secure. 
Ho struggles upward, and step by step he continually 
stumbles and falls. How white and clear and cold, how 
unattainable are these heights, how far away to him. lie  
questions God’s justice; he curses life; he needs all the 
way through to be tenderly led and sustained. The 
divine impulso, which no soul is quite without, moves 
him to new struggles and yet new failures await him. 
Very dear to the heart of the Lord must be that soul 
in its defect not less than in its triumph.

But who or what made the difference between these 
brothers? Why should one bo the beautiful embodi­
ment of fulfilled law and theother the direful resultant of 
unfulfilled law ? Who and what is to blame for those 
differences ? Why should the first impetus of the hu­
man soul be left to accident, to ignorance and darkness?

When the searching light of pure noonday truth is 
let in full blaze on the darkness of error, how soon the 
process of purification begins.

I The human body is God’s temple upon the earth 
wherein our souls should worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness. The procreative faculties should be 

the very holy of holies within this temple, before which 
the flame of the Lord should be kept continually burn­
ing, upon which should be turned the full light of a pure 
knowledge of these sacred laws. God’s ways are all 
pure and bweet; it is man’s interpretation of them that 
makes them seem to need protective covering. God’s 
laws are opening to our understanding just as fast as 
we reach out to Him with desire of knowledge. All 
coarsely as the ancient mythologies embody it there is 
yet a perceptible divine truth in their worship of the 
expression of sex.

Man’s growth is slowly bringing him up from the 
low lauds of past ignorance and degradation into an

ever-deepening comprehension of the dignity, beauty, 
and meaning of this centripetal force of life-impulse.

These forces, which go to make or mar spirit are 
governed by clearly-defined laws which at this period of 
our progress toward light and knowledge should at least 
be understood and no longer be left to self-adjustment. 
The Christian teaching of all time up to now has failed 
to touch on this subject which underlies the very founda­
tion of social and moral purity. It is in every one’s 
experience that the most devout Christian men and 
women are chiefly fallen victims to ignorance on these 
laws. All other departments of life are open to in­
struction and light; this alone is covered by the veil of 
delicacy and modesty, a forbidden tree of knowledge, 
whose fruit is and should be for the healing of nations, 
and in its stead, under this cover, grow the Dead Sea 
apples of nameless woes. God’s plans and purposes do 
uot need man’s cloak of modesty. There is a right way 
and there is a wrong way, and he who seeks will surely 
And the way in this as in other fields of the Lord, but 
the seeker must understand the law underlying or he 
will perpetually grope in darkness. And if it is for­
bidden the wise to teach the law, then how is the world 
ever to come out of the dismal swamp of the slough of 
despond, in whose mire the soul sinks to.deepest woes ?

It is true there are ways and ways of teaching truth 
as there are men and men to be taught, but all must be 
brought to a knowledge of the governing law as the 
very first step of progress, and it will not do for him 
who stands on the heights to point the finger of scorn 
to any pure-souled man or woman who is seeking to 
throw light on this darkest spot of human ignorauce 
and human needs.

That which men abuse to-day 
Men of the future will adore.

And truth, which error seeks to slay,
Lives evermore. H. L. S.

TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MORAL ED­
UCATION ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS.

The Moral Education Association of Massachusetts 
held its twelfth annual meeting in Meionaon, Tremont 
Temple, Boston, on Thursday morning, May 31st. 
There was a large attendance, and the platform and 
desks were beautifully decorated with flowers, as is the 
usual custom. The exercises began with the reading by 
the recording secretary, Mrs. bhattuck, of the annual 
report. The past year, she said, has been more than 
usually successful, not only financially, but also in the 
more general interest shown by the public in our work. 
Our course of seven Bostou lectures, held in a good- 
sized hull, were all well attended, were reported in the 
daily papors, and productive of general discussion 
among members and outsiders on the various phases 
of our work. There have also been meetings in several 
places outside of Boston. The speakers and subjects of 
this year have been Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells, on “ In­
dividuality,” and on “ Temperament and Responsibil­
ity ; ” Mrs. A. M. Diaz, on “ Woman’s Work for the 
Millennium;” Mrs. Abba G. Woolson, on “ The Work of 
Moral EducationM rs. Caroline Dupre, on “ Home In­
fluence;” Mr. F. A. Hinckley, on “ Wholeness and
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Character Building;” Miss J. P. Titcomb,on “ Real and 
Fictitious Moral Values;” Dr. M. Louise Cummings, on 
“ The Need of House Instruction in Hygiene;” Mrs. 
Abbie M. Gannett, on u Woman’s Duties in a New 
Light.”

The association has also begun some work in other 
directions—aiming to make better conditions for un­
fortunate women, by calling attention to the discrim­
ination in the laws, and in sentences for crime' be­
tween men and women criminals, and also trying to 
get matrons appointed in police stations. We have also 
had our small library entirely reconstructed, a commit­
tee of competent ladies carefully reading all the books, 
and printing a list of such as they can recommend.

The report of the treasurer, Mrs. S. C. Vogl, showed 
a larger balance iu the treasury, and a membership of 
1875.

The president, Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells, then gave 
a short appropriate address, stating the general scope of 
our work, and saying that we present a broad front to 
the enemy as a society, while each one does her own 
individual work. “ We do individual work, as individ­
uals, for individuals*.” She then went on to say, that 
temperament and low wages are the chief causes of im­
morality, and that more good will be doiie by control­
ling than by eradicating nature. We have had the help 
of men as well as women in our work, and several 
young men are giving us valuable aid. It is thus not 
a woman’s society, but a society of men and women, 
both working together for the common good of the 
race.

Mrs. Wells then introduced Mr. 0 . B. Frothingham, 
who spoke of our society as one that is trying to create 
an atmosphere, rather than to do things. He thought 
that evils will always gradually disappear of themselves 
in a pure atmosphere. He spoke of the noble work that 
women are doing in many directions, and said “ there 
are more women than men who can lopk the world in 
the eye.” lie concluded a very interesting address, by 
reading from a book by Mrs. Josephine Butler, who, he 
said, created the atmosphere which has caused the re­
peal of the contagious diseases act.

Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer reviewed the marriage laws, 
and commended the scientific study of the just relations 
of men and women. She spoke in most condemning 
terms of medical journals which sanction prostitution, 
and said that our doctors are the- chief class that need 
moral education. She gave an eloquent pica for fallen 
women, saying, that while one class does evil, the whole 
community suffers. The unity of the whole must be 
preserved by the protection of all its parts. Her address, 
was One of the finest she has ever given.

The address of Prof. D. H. Sargent was, perhaps, the 
the most important of all, in that it was an indorse­
ment of the aims of our society, by a man whose posi­
tion as a professor in Harvard University made his 
words in some sense representative of the beliefs of at 
least a few of that university’s students.. He said that 
the passions, like any other force, were given us for 
control, and right direction. He spoke of self-control 
as a high duty, and recommended physical exercise as 
an efficient way of working off’ the superabundant forces.

Most encouraging were his words when he said that 
this truth of the necessity and duty of self-control is 
becoming more recognized every day by our young 
men, and that their moral tone was becoming raised, 
so that, to a certain extent, licentiousness is unfashion­
able.

F. A. Hinckley then made a strong plea for the union 
of knowledge and moral purpose, and Rev. Mr. Touny,of 
Woburn, said that ministers who do not combine moral 
education with their preaching were unworthy to preach. 
Society must hold that morality is religion and religion 
morality. He spoke of the duties of fathers, and said 
that he expected his little girls to come to him as readily 
as to their mother with all their queries and troubles.

The last speaker was Mrs. Mary A. Livermore, whose 
special theme was moral education in schools, of which 
she urged the great need. She condemned the popular 
feeling of the day, which applauds mere “ smartness ” 
without regard to moral worth. She said that the 
question “ are you good to live with,” would be a good 
test for both men and women in regard to life’s duties.

The session was of about four hours in length, and the 
attentive audience evinced their interest in our subjects.

As the secretary said at the conclusion of her report, 
the Moral Education Association of Massachusetts is 
trying to do a little towards making the world better. 
Ignorance, however innocent, is the enemy we wish to 
overcome. Enlightenment, however fraught with sorrow 
and disappointment, is the friend we wish to introduce 
into every human family. We believe that the world 
can be made better by the human will working out the 
wishes of the divine. But no one must stand still and 
wait for this to be accomplished. Each one must speak 
the truth that is in him, fearlessly and earnestly, as deli­
cately as possible, but with no uncertain sound. Purity,* 
chastity, honor, veracity, unselfishness—these are some 
of the eternal truths we are trying to make men and 
women love and follow. Not that we possess them 
more than others do, but because we are earnestly 
striving to possess them. We want to make mothere 
more enlightened and careful; we want to make fathers 
more unselfish and chaste ; we want husbands to accord, 
and the wives to demand perfect respect in all things; 
we want marriage to be sacred, and the children of the 
future to be in the true Bense of the word, “ well-born;" 
we want the future family to be a place where the two 
heads are on an equality, and where the conduct of the 
husband towards the wife does not teach the sons that 
their brothers’ opinions are worthless, and the daughters 
that they are of use only as the servants of men. Above 
all, we wish to see in every human ‘being a conscien­
tious desire to control his lower instincts, and cultivate 
his higher nature. A noble woman has said, “whatever 
it is morally right for a man to do, it is morally right 
for a woman to do.” Let us change one little word in 
this sentence, and take for our motto thie truth : what­
ever it is morally wrong for a woman to do, it is moral­
ly wrong for a man to do. If this were the belief of 
our people, the work of our association would be half 
accomplished.

Harrietts R. Shattuck, 
Recording Secretary, M. E. A. of Massachusetts.
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A SEARCH FOR TRUTH.”

AH OPEN LETTER TO O. A. M., OF B- MASS.

Friend 0 . : —Thee asks if A lpha  continence is “ cer 
tanly ” the best and most “ absolute truth.” I  feel 
sure it is, and for this surety I  have the confessions of 
husbands who have fully experimented and tested both 
skies of the question.

I have these experiences from known and acknowl­
edged free-lovers, and from thence all the way along 
through the married lovers and single prudes, and the 
verdict is largely in favor of continence as a means of 
health, happiness, purity, aud true love. Names, places, 
etc., I am not free to give, but the garnered up fact 
show the results of continence are (even uuder the 
false conditions of heredity teachings and environment), 
conducive to the highest happiness of the greater num­
ber ; and this being a fact, just fancy how much more 
the good results would be increased under a different 
Ttgimt. Man is the only animal we know of who cop­
ulates as a mere act of pleasure—who cultivates, stimu 
lates, feeds, and increases his amativeness through every 
means in his power, until i t  has become oue of the most 
destructive agencies against life, health, and happiness, 
that is kuown to exist. There was a time when the 
South believed slavery a necessity. White men declared 
they were not constituted so as to  be able to labor under 
the torrid heats of southern summers, and that the 
whole record of the past proved slavery right and best 
both for master and slave. But argument, debate, blood­
shed, and war, have settled th a t questiou, and slavery 
is, with us, a thing of the past. Sixty-four years ago 
Thomas Herttell delivered and published an address 
against the use of intoxicating beverages; at that time 
there was not a single temperance society, nor a tern 
perance newspaper, in existence; and not even a __I
preacher dared thunder from the pulpit his anathemas | ship, purity, equality and temperauce. 
against the deadly sin of intemperance lest he frighten 
away his most important hearers and supporters. To-day

Thee asks what we offer in exchange for the act ? I  
answer, purity, health, and love.

The greatest portion of what is note called by the holy 
land tender name of love, is mere animal passion and 
selfish lust. There is hardly one spark of true love in it 
all. Love seeks the highest happiness of its object. 
Love demands for its conditions amiability, friendship, 
respect, truth, honor, and purity. There is more real 
lZoue in the touch of the hand, the encircling arm, *«r 
modest caress of the sweetheart, thau in the unre­
strained indulgence of the married, or the free-lovers 
who think they love, and the free-lusters who seek 
self-gratification only, and make no pretenses to love. 
The husband or lover who takes pains to give his 
beloved a pleasant ride, au enjoyable evening a t a 
theater or concert, or give her a bouquet of choice 
flowers, or a book she is longing for, is happier, purer, 
aud better, than the one who merely kisses and embraces 
[for passion’s sake.

Thousands who remember the first pure kiss or em­
brace of the  heart’s beloved, will own with me that the 
exchange of magnetism then and there, was as perfect 
and full, as complete aud satisfactory, as any future 
indulgence could possibly be. The memory of it, too, 
was far sweeter and holier.

I t  is a false education that has made this one sexual 
act seem to be the ultimatum of love. The mystery, the 
secrecy, aud the forbiddiug of it, have all contributed 
to  foster a passion that should have been tempered and 
subdued.

But us it has been possible to create, it is also possible 
ro uncreate.
|_[We must now show the waiting world that lust is 
easily eradicated through heredity training and proper 
environment. The novel-writer must portray love in a 
different role, and let its ultimate be kindness, friend-

Copulation, unless parentage is 
| taught to  be as wrong, injurious

desired, must be 
and harmful, as

millions are convinced tha t alcohol is a deadly foe to | lying> theft, or arson. Prostitution in marriage must 
[humanity, and slowly, but surely, it is being put back, stand on a level with prostitution out of marriage. The
back, back, out of sight, and will, ere long, be put out 
of existence.

But here is an euemy stronger than slavery, more 
enticing and attractive than rum, and more dire and 
deadly in its effects than both these. And thee asks if 
it be an “absolute truth” that the world would be better 
off were it trampled under foot ? I  answer, y es! a 
thousand times, yes! Copulation only fo r  proct'eation is 
bed-rock philosophy, and will just as surely be so ac­
knowledged by humanity as has been every true reform 
that has ever been inaugurated

The day is not far oft' when men and boys will be as 
pure as women and girls are expected to be.

The time is fast approaching when it will be consid 
ered as much of an insult for a man to think a woman 
would consent for mere pleasure as it is now to think 
she would take a glass of liquor for the same purpose.

The sexually wise are learning that pure, true love, is 
not mixed with lust and passion; nor does it expect 
copulation as a result of its outgoing between the 
sexes.

sexes must meet aud mingle in all the walks of life, 
freely and fully, and in this social, loving, happy com­
panionship, where every improper thought is forbidden, 
there will be sufficient exchange of magnetism for all. 
|S a y e s t  thou “ this condition of things is impossi­
ble ” ? I  declare from personal experience, it  is not so. 
Free from my earliest girlhood to associate with boys 
and men, alone and in society, I  can truly assert that 
my warm, close-living friendships with the opposite sex, 
were entirely pure and free from lustful thoughts, 
and uow I  ask the world to make this the rule that shall 
govern the conduct of coming men and women in the 
hereafter of their historv. E. D. S lexker.

June 3, 1883.
M v D ear Mrs. W inslow: I  write to call your atten­

tion to the following editorial taken from the New 
York Herald of June 2d. It contains a vast amount of 
truth plainly told in a few lines. I  consider it  is a 
matter for rejoicing and mutual congratulation among
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moral reformers that we find such wholesome utter­
ances—such radical, hygienic teachings—given to the 
world in the columns of the most widely read daily 
paper in the United States. Eliza B. B urn/.

“The May Suicides.—The m onth just ended was 
distinguished by an unusual number of suioides that 
were said to  be caused by unrequited or disappointed 
love. There are persons who cunnot understand how a 
sentiment that generally is refining and humanizing 
can drive any one to self-destruction; but such people 
do not understand tha t the word Move’ means differ­
ent things to different natures, and th a t to those who 
eat unwisely, bathe seldom and consume much liquor 
and tobacco there comes in spring a ferment of the 
blood that makes them imagine themselves in love with 
whatever woman they happen to  see at the time. If  
the object of the alleged affection does not reoiprocate 
the tender passion the lover straightway loses his spirits 
and sometimes shoots himself. No one ever seems to 
know that such love attacks can be radically cured in a 
very short tim e by daily baths, abstention from rum 
and tobacco, avoidance of high stim ulating food and 
indulgence of plenty of exercise. I t  is too bad to mis­
take symptoms of disease for pure sentim ents, but such 
is the common blunder of the class that supplies most 
of the May suicides.”—N. Y. Herald.

“Labor, and Capital,” by Edward Kellogg, We ac­
knowledge the receipt of this remarkable book published 
by John Lowell & Co., New York. I t  was written 
and published before the war by a prosperous merchant 
of New York. The author died in 1858. W hen pre­
paring the work (as we learn from a sketch of his life) 
an old friend urged him not to  do anything about i t  as 
being against his own interest. To which he replied: “I 
have an in terest in the human family and I  have discov­
ered something for their benefit. I  shall write i t ; I  
should if  I  knew I  could make a million dollars if I  did 
not, and that if I  did I  should live on a crust and die 
in a garret.” So the w ork went on. An editor said 
to  him, “ l)o you know this book of yours is the  most 
radical one ever written ? ” “ Yes,” he rem arked,
“ th is will break down every despotism ! As soon as 
it  is adopted in this country and its results are seen, 
the people of other countries will compel their govern­
ments to  establish it.”

He contended that the evils of the present monetary 
'system of all countries—resulting in w ant of the com­
mon comforts by the most industrious, amidst plenty— 
comes from using a false standard and from laws per­
m itting interested parties to  regulate the rate  of inter­
est and thus governing the  ren t of everything in which 
money is invested.

He proposed that government should regulate the 
value (rate per cent.) of money by loaning it at the uni­
form rate of about one per cent per annum, taking as 
security productive land worth double the amount so 
loaned.

He claimed that the adoption of this plan and of course 
limiting within reasonable bounds the amount of land 
which corporations and individuals may own, would save 
America from the fate that has overtaken the produc­
ing classes of the old world. The book contains 874 
pages. Students and thinking men of all classes will 
find in i t  arguments and suggestions well worth consid­
ering. I t  it is now for sale by newsdealers throughout 
the country at twenty cents.

MOBAL EDUCATION OP BOYS.
Early in 1881 a number of humane persons at Munich 

(Bavaria) formed a society called the “ Kuabenhort” 
(Safety Ketreat for Boys), which has as object the 
caring for boys of poor parentage during the long school 
days, when they are not in attendance at recitations. 
Their homes being shut up, this society takes charge of 
the boys in some one of its different retreats, gives 
them instructions in morals, cleanliness, order and obe­
dience, and teaches them  how to make themselves use­
ful. They are also made acquainted with the evils of 
mixing in bad company. The boys, from 6 to 18 years 
of age, are gathered into these retreats ; a general over­
sight of them  is kept, out of school hours ; they are 
given some work, or are amused, as the case may be. 
On pleasant days they are, under guidauce, carried out 
into the neighborhood of Munich, or are taken to vari­
ous manufactories, where they are likely to gain infor­
mation. A t the retreats they are taught fret-sawing, 
cutting figures out of paper, music (both instrumental 
and vocal) and other things which would interest them 

land  keep them  out of mischief.
Plain food is placed before them, and, as far as the 

means of the society allow, they are furnished with 
clothing. No bodily chastisement for misbehavior is al­
lowed. The severest punishment is to shut them out 
for a time from the privileges of the “ Knabenhort.” 
The boys—50 in number in May, 1881, as also in No­
vember, 1882—improve very much under the care taken 
of them, and are said to develop habits of industry, etc., 
which speak well for their future. Parents who are 
obliged to go out to work the whole day seem glad to 
know of the care which is extended to their children. 
The society numbers 600 members, and each one pays 
annually a nominal fee of one mark—28.8 cents. The 
account of this work, published in a monthly issued at 

■Vienna, calls on other cities to  continue the good work 
[of saving boys from the many snares that beset them. 
I t  also refers to the general interest shown by persons 
outside o f the society in helping to carry out a plan 
which is leading to  such good results.— Graham, in 
Woman'8 Journal.
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

272 Jarvis St ., T oronto , June 1,1883.
My Dear Mrs. Winslow I t  will no doubt be a m atter of 

surprise to you to know that my proffered donation of $10,000 
to endow alVoman’s Medical College has been refused. You 
will probably be still more surprised when you read my condi­
tions, (which at the first were verbally accepted). In  order that 
there might be no misunderstanding I  put my condition in the 
form of a letter, (which I  inclose,) and sent them to D r. B arrett 
requesting him to meet a committee of three persons who would 
act in my behalf, (my health precluding my attendance..) H e m et 
and stated that on receiving my letter he “  convened the gentle­
men whom he had selected as his faculty ”  (this, by the way, was 
one of the troubles that had arisen; he would not allow the per­
sons selected as trustees to have anything to do w ith the appoint­
ing of the faculty.) and they decided “ that they could not work 
under a board of trustees composed partly of women,”  that a 
mixed professorship was a farce,and “ that if women were allowed 
to fill the chairs the college would be a failure, as they, women 
doctors, were looked upon in an unfavorable lu h t . ”

After throwing such gross insults a t women. Dr. B arrett has 
had the cheek to send out a quantity of begging letters to 
wealthy ladies asking for money to begin his medical college 
for women. Had my health and strength been so th a t I could 
have worked 1 should have carried out my scheme for woman’s 
good in the face of opposition and indifference. I am ashamed 
to say that not one voice was raised publicly in favor of opposing 
Dr. Barrett, although we have a so-called “ Woman’s Suffrage 
Club,” which ought ever to be on the lookout for woman’s ad­
vancement. The press, as a rule, sat on the fence; while one 
opposed Dr. B arrett and his anti-woman’s college, another 
favored ; the rest were neutral. Knowing the great interest you 
take in the good cause for women, their education and liberation, 
I have written this letter and send clippings from various papers.

Sincerely yours. J e n n y  K . T r o u t .

DOTY.

“ I slept, and dreamed that life was beauty—
I  woke and found th a t life was D u ty .”

There is no pleasure half as sweet 
As duty nobly done ;

Tho’ thorns may pierce my bleeding feet 
I yet the race will run.

At times, my heart is faint and weak,
And I almost despair—

The pathway to the goal I  seek 
Is  never smooth or fair.

With purpose set, and manly will,
Slow, step by step, I climb;

Striving to mount o’er every ill,
And reach a height sublime.

To live for qood and not for self,
Were this my constant aim,

’Twould make me rich above all pelf,
And wise above all fame.

Just what I (jive is what I have,
N ot a bead more or less ;

And all the blessings that I crave,
Come only as I  bless.

There is no pleasure half as sweet 
As Duty nobly done—

And rest comes to my weary feet,
With every victory won.

B ard  of  So u h eg a n .

It is narrated by the great sculptor, Michael A ngelo  
that when at work he wore over his forehead, fastened 
on his artist’s cap, a lighted candle, in order that no 
shadow from him self m ight fa ll upon his work. It was 
a beautiful custom, and spoke a more eloquent leesou 
than he knew. For the shadows that fall on our work  
—how often they fall from ourselves.

LITTLE FEET.
Two little feet so small that both may nestle 

In one caressing hand,
Two tender feet upon the untried border 

Of life's mysterious land.

Dimpled and soft, and pink as peach tree blossoms 
In April's fragrant days ;

How can they walk among the briery tangles,
Edging the world's rough ways ?

These white rose feet along the doubtful future 
Must bear a woman's load ;

Alasl Since woman has the heaviest burden 
And walks the hardest road. •

Love for awhile will make the path before them 
All dainty, smooth and fair -  

Will cull away the brambles, letting only 
The roses blossom there.

But when the mother’s watchful eyes are shrouded 
Away from the sight oi men,

And these dear feet are left without her guiding,
Who shall direct them then V

Will they go stumbling blindly in the darkness 
Of sorrow’s tearful shades,

Or find the upland slopes of peace and beauty 
Whose sunlight never fades |

Will they go toiling up ambition’s summit,
The common world above.

Or in some nameless vale, securely sheltered,
W alk side by side with love V

Some feet there be which walk life’s track unwounded, 
Which find but pleasant way-;

Some hearts there be to which this life is only 
A round of happy days ;

But they are few. Far more there are who wander 
Without a hope or friend,

Who find their journey full of pain and losses 
And long to reach the end.

How shall it be with her, the tender stranger,
Fair-faced and gentle-eyed.

Before whose unstained feet the world's rude highway 
Stretches so strange and wide ?

Ah I who may read the future ? For our darling 
We crave all blessings sweet,

And pray that He who feeds the crying ravens 
Will guide the baby’s feet.

F lorence P ercy.

H ave a higher aim in life  than simply “g e ttin g  a lon g ,’ 
my boy. A im  to  live life w ell; enjoying its richest bless­
ings, its noblest opportunities aud its fullest extent 
Aim to realize the best hopes o f  youth, and sw eet m em ­
ory o f old age. B e industrious i f  you would enjoy leis­
ure, and be em ployed in the highest vocation o f  which  
you are capable, i f  you would die with the consciousness 
o f having done your best. E dward J o n e s .

Man thinks, and at once becomes the master o f  the  
beings who do not think .— B u ff  on.

There are but three classes o f  m en : the retrograde, 
the stationary, the progressive,— Loarater.
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LIST OF BOOKS

published by the Moral Education Society, and 
for sale at the Office of

T H E  A L P H A ,
No. 1 runt P la c e ,

W a sh in g to n , l>. €•

A NEW TRACT—
A NEW SERMON FROM AN OLD TEXT.

“ Increase, multiply, and replenish the
earth.”

By Parson Jones bee.
Price 6 cents.

PARENTAL LEGACIES.
By Caroline B. Winslow, v . I).

Price 5 cents.

A HIGHEK VIEW OF LIFE.
By B. F. Fetherolf.

Price 5 cents.

THE RELATION OF THE MATERNAL 
FUNCTION TO THE WOMAN INTELLECT. 

B y Augusta  Cooper  B r isto l .
Price 10 cents.

PLAIN, SOBER TALK ABOUT OUR SEXUAL 
NATURES.

B y N . E . Boyd.
Price 10 cents.

PRE-NATAL CULTURE.
B y A. E. N ew to n .

Thi6 pamphlet of 67 pages contains scientific 
suggestions to parents relative to systematic 
methods of moulding the character of children 
before birth. Price 25 cents.

THE
CANCER AT THE HEART;

A D ISCO U R SE 
• BY

FREDERIC A. HINCKLEY,
Resident Minister, Free Religious Society, Prov- 

dence, Rhode Island
Price 10 cents.

THE MYSTERY, AND HITHERTO AND BE­
YOND.

Two essays read before the Washington Moral 
Education Society.

BY M RS. EVELEICN L. MASON.
These essays are the result of ten years’ study 

of (he religions of all nations and all ages, and 
show how constant has been the effort to recog. 
nize 'he feminine element in religious worship, 
and just as they have succeeded has civilization 

advanced and each time the aggressive for«.e of 
man has crushed the idea, humanity has fallen 
back into darkness and barbarism.

Price 16 cents. F o r sale at the office of T h e  
Al ph a , 1 Grant Place, Washington, I) . C.

H E R E D IT Y  A N D  T R A N S M IS S IO N .
BY MRS. MARY L. GRIFFITH.

Price 5 cents.

S U G G E S T IO N S  TO M O T H E R S ;
OB,

WHAT CHILDREN SHOULD KNOW.
Price 10 cents.

THE TOBACCO VICE,
WITH SUGGESTIONS HOW TO OVERCOME 

By H a n n a h  McL. S h e p a r d .
Price 10 cents.

A  PRIVATE LETTER
TO PARENTS, PHYSICIANS AND MEN PRIN­

CIPALS OF SCHOOLS.
Send  a  3-cent. s tam p .

B y  S a x o n .
A physiological treatise on sexual ethics and 

conservation of the spermatic secretions.

DISINHERITED CHILDHOOD.
BY

MAY WRIGHT SEWALL.
Price 5 cents.

THE RELATION OF THE SEXES.
B y F r e d e r ic k  A. H in c k ley .

Price 10 cents.

THE NEW POWER FOR THE NEW AGE. 
By M r s . E. L. M a s o n .

Price 10 cents.

MARRIAGE—ITS DUTIES AND DANGERS. 
By Mrs. H a r r i e t t s  R S h a t t u c k .

Price 10 cents.

FOR GIRLS—A SPECIAL PHYSIOLOGY, 
By Mrs. E R. Shepherd

Price $1 no

TALKS WITH MY PATIENTS 
Hints on getting well and keeping well By 

Rachel B. Gleason, M. D , with a portrait of the 
author.

Price $1.00

FOR SALE

THE BETTER WAY ;
A N

Appeal to men in behalf of Human Culture 
through a wiser parentage.

BY
A. E. NEWTON.

Price 25 cents.

THE NEW LIFE.
By F r e d e r ic k  A. H in c k ley .

Price 10 cents.

MOTHER TRUTH’S MELODIES.
B y Mb s . Dr . E . P . M il l e r .

P rice  $1.50.

FATHER’S ADVICE TO EVERY BOY
AND

MOTHER’S ADVICE TO EVERY GIRL.
B y M r s . Dr . E . P . M il l e r .

Price 10 cents each.

VITAL FORCE.
By  Dr . E . P . M il l e r .

Price 30 cents.

CHRONIC AND NERVOUS DISEASES OF 
WOMEN.

B y D k. R osen.
Price 25 cents.

THE DUTIES
OF THE

MEDICAL PROFESSION 
CONCERNING

PROSTITUTION
AND ITS ALLIED VICES.

From the Oration before the Maine Medical Asso­
ciation at its Annual Meeting, 12th of 

Julr, 1878.
BY FREDERIC HENRY GERRISH, M. D.,

Price 26 cents, j

ANTE-NATAL INFANTICIDE. 
By Mb 6. Mary L. Griffith 

Price 5 cents.

THE WOMAN QUESTION,
BY ELIZA BUBT GAMBLE,

Is a pamphlet of 26 pages, written in a clear, loci 
cal style. The argument for the higher education 
and political equality with men is irrefutable, aod 
claims the attention of all progressivi endphilano 
thropic minds. On y by the equality and emanti* 
pation of woman, can a rare of noblemen inhabit 
the earth. Send fora copy.

Price, 10 cents; 12 copies for $1; $9 per ion.
A LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE TRADE

MARRIAGE AND PARENTAGE,

AND

The Sanitary ;*nd Physiological Laws for the 
Production of ( hildren of finer health and greater 
ability.

By a Physician and Sanitarian.

M. L HOLBROOK & (U , 
Publishers, Nt w \ ork

For sale at No. 1, Grant Place, Washing! n,DC. 
Pri e $1.0.

HHHE MORAL EDUCATION SOCIETY 01 
*- Washington will meet at No. 1 Grant Place the 

th*rd Wednesday of each month at 2 P. &.
officers.

D r . Caroline B . Winslow........... President.
Mrs. E llen M. O’Connor, 1
Dr. Susan A. Edson, >..... Vice Ptwidato.
Mrs. R uth C. Denison. j
M r s . K . F .  P it t s ...............................Ree. Secretary.
E llen H. Siikldon......................Cor. Secretary.
J erushaG. Joy’.......................... Treasurer.
Mrs: Johnson................................Anditor.
Mrs. Evklekn L. Mason, Vice President at- 

I arge

QAROLINE B. WINSLOW, M. D.
• No. 1 Grant Place,

Washington. D.

Office Honrs: 9 to 12 a. m.

[A L P H A  UNDERGARMENTS.
1 onstructed in accordant* 

with physiological principle* 
covering the tody evenly 
from neck to waist and m- 
Ales—made from warm, soft 
and elastic frbric.

Samples of material with 
price list sent by mail.

Orders accompanied by 
cash will receive prompt at­
tention.

The garment for women i» 
the resnlt of careful study 
for years, and while ibe odd 
and peculiar construction d  
pockets in rest is acknowl­
edged, that feature if ear 
nestly presented as of gr*tt 
importance In t « arrange 
roent of sanitary clothing. 
For children's weai the “Al­
pha’1 is not surpassed by 
any garment in the market.

ECRU ALPHA GARMENTS FOR SPRING 
AND SUMMER WEAR.

Fabric—heavy and light English Li«le Thread, 
half bleached, which insures unusual durability 
in underwear of Summer grades.

Delicate in texture, made to fit the figure per­
fectly of excellent workmanship. An unusual 
opportunity to clothe the body lightly, comfort­
ably and healthfully daring warm weather. 

Address
ALPHA MANUFACTURING CO.,

Woburn, Mass


