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LETTER S TO M E N .

(PURITY GIVES FREEDOM.)

In  our last le t t e r  w e  n o t ic e d  th e  c h a r g e  m a d e  a g a in s t  
th e  a d v o c a te s  o f  c o n tin e n c e  th a t th e y  w ere  “  fo rb id d ers  
o f  lo v e  ”  a n d  e n d e a v o r ed  to  sh o w  th a t  it  w a s Inst th a t  
h in d ered  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  a f f e c t io n  b e tw e e n  the  
sexes.

W o  a lso  tr ie d  to  en fo r ce  th e  d o c tr in e  w h ic h  te a ch es  
th a t m a rria g e  w«,s in st itu te d  fo r  th e  p r o p a g a tio n  o f  o f f 
sp r in g  a n d  their  n u rtu re in  g o d l in e s s .  A n d  w e  d rew  
a tte n t io n  to  th is because th e r e  are m a n y  th e o r ie s  “ in  th e  
a ir” th a t p ro v e  a  restle ss  d isc o n te n t w ith  e x is t in g  so c ia l  
rela tion s o f  th e  se x e s .

T h is  ca n n o t he c o n s id e r ed  a n  u n h e a lth y  s ig n ,  o r  o n e  in  
a n y  w a y  to  bo la m e n te d , i f  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  tr u th  ca n  
b e  b rou gh t h o m e  to  th e  p u b lic  m in d  that sexual relations 
are legitimate fo r procreation only, and that all other relations 
of love, affection and friendship are not only permissible 
but in the highest degree salutary and right.

O f course there  is  a  d a n g e r  th a t  th e  d issa tis fa c tio n  
w ith  th in g s  a s th ey  are  m a y  le a d , i f  c a u tio n , w isd o m  
and fo r e th o u g h t  are n o t  fo r th c o m in g , to  a  la s t  s t a t e  
w h ich  sh a ll be  w o rse  th a n  th e  first.

B u t  as c iv il iz a t io n  is  a  s t a n d in g  reco rd  o f  th e  tr iu m p h  
o f  g o o d  o v e r  e v il ,  o f  ord er  o v e r  d iso r d e r , w e  h a v e  n o  
reason to  fe a r  th e  r e su lt  o f  t h e  sp ir it  o f  p r o te s t  a n d  
inq u iry  th a t  is  abroad .

T h e  e v il  t h a t  is m o st to  b e  fe a r e d  i s  p a s s in g  a w a y  fro m  
us. T h e  re fu sa l to  lo o k  a t  t h in g s  a s th e y  a r e j th e  
P harisaical b e l ie f  in  th e  e ffic a cy  o f  fo r m s  a n d  c e r e m o 
n ie s , n o  m a tte r  h o w  lo n g  th e  sp ir it  th a t  o n c e  m a d e  
th e m  liv in g  r e a lit ie s  has f led , th e  c o n sp ir a c y  o f  s i le n c e  
as to facts th a t  w ill n o t  sq u are  w i t h  a c c e p te d  f ic t io n s ,  
a ll th ese  are p a ss in g  a w a y , and  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a re  
g r o w in g  in to  th e  fa ith  o f  th e  d iv in e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  
w orld  and  b e stir r in g  th o m s e lv e s  t o  d is c o v e r  t h e  la w  o f  
o b ed ien ce  t o  w h ich  b r in g s  h e a lth , h a p p in ess a n d  p e a c e .

W e  m a y  w e ll  e x c u se  t h e  in s t in c t  w h ic h  cau ses a te n a 
c iou s c lin g in g  to  o ld  in s t itu t io n s  so  lo n g  as d o u b t o f  t h e  
p ossib ilty  o f  b e tte r  o n e s  rem a in s . W h a t  m u s t  b e  d e 
p r e ca te d  is o b s t in a te  b lin d n ess  to  tru th .

N o w  w e h a v e  c o m e  to  a  p h a se  in  h u m a n  d e v e lo p m e n t  
w h en  an in s t itu t io n , fo u n d e d  for  th e  o r d e r ly  p r o c re a tio n  
o f  ch ild re n  a n d  lim ita tio n  o f  lu st, h a s fu lfilled  th e  p u r 
pose t o  a  v e ry  la r g e  e x te n t  fo r  w h ic h  i t  w a s c re a ted .

U n d e r  th e  g u a rd ia n sh ip  o f  th e  ch u rch  th e  in s t i tu t io n  
o f  m arriage  h as r e d e e m e d  w h o le  n a tio n s  fr o m  lu w le s s  
lic e n se , from  w ife  b u y in g  a n d  s e l l in g ,  fr o m  sh a m e le ss  
p ro m iscu o u sn ess , a n d  t h e  m ise r ie s  w h ic h  a tte n d  a  s c a n ty

a n d  sc a tter e d  p o p u la t io n , t h e  in e v it a b le  a c c o m p a n im e n t  
o f  le c h e r y .

F a m ily  l i f e  h as b e e n  e s ta b lish e d , a n d  in  e v e r y  c iv i 
l iz e d  couq& j. .h e  sa cred  r ig h ts  o f  h o m e  a n d  h e a r th  a re  
a c k n o w le d g e d  t o  b e  t h e  o n ly  su r e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  t h e  
w e lfa r e  o f  th e  s ta te  a n d  s o c ie ty .

A l l  t h is  h a s  m a r r ia g e  d o n e .
B u t  t o - d a y  o u r  w a n ts  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  t h o s e  o f  o u r  h a l f  

s a v a g e  a n c e s to r s  w h o  r e q u ire d  t h e  b r ib e  o f  a b s o lu te  p o s 
se ss io n  o f  o n e  w o m a n  to  in d u c e  h im  t o  r e g a r d , in  so m e  
m e a su r e , t h e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  r e m a in d e r .

T o -d a y  n o  sc a n ty  p o p u la t io n  m a k e s  th e  p r o c r e a t io n  o f  
o ffsp r in g  a  s ta te  n e c e s s ity , b u t  on  t h e  c o n tr a r y  w e  h a v e  to  
fa c e  a  c o n s ta n t ly  g r o w in g  a n x ie t y  a s to  th e  d isp o sa l  o f  
su p erflu o u s m o u th s .

M a rr ia g e  n o  lo n g e r  s e r v e s  it s  p u r p o se  a s a  m e a n s  fo r  
t h e  l im ita t io n  o f  lu s t ,  b u t  is  r a th e r  th e  n u r s e r y  o f  u n 
r e s tr a in e d  -p a ssio n s , th e  w if e  th e  le g a l iz e d  p r o s t itu te .

M a rr ia g e  i s  s o u g h t  f o r  fa r  o th e r  v i e w s  t h a n  th o se  e n 
jo in e d  b y  t h e  c h u r c h , a n d  th e  a n x ie t y  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t 
in g  p a r t ie s  is  h o w  b e s t  t o  a v o id  th e  r e s p o n s ib ilit ie s  o f  a  
fa m ily .

F o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t io n s  m a r r ia g e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  o n ly  
r e c o g n iz e d  p r o fe s s io n  fo r  w o m a n , a n d  h a s  c o m e  to  b e  
lo o k e d  u p o n  b y  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a s fr e e  t e r r it o r y  w i t h 
o u t t h e  p a le  o f  la w  w h e r e  th e  b a r r ie r s  p u t b y  s o c ie t y  
t o  p r o te c t  its  m e m b e r s  fr o m  u n b r id le d  p a s s io n , a r e  b r o k e n  
d o w n .

V ic e  i s  n o t  n u r tu r e d  b y  t h e  in s t i t u t io n  th a t  o n c e  
c h e c k e d  i t ,  a n d  th o u g h  th is  g i v e s  h a p p y  a s s u r a n c e  o f  
h u m a n  p io g r e s s  a n d  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  a  h ig h e r  m o r a l  
l i f e ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  e x Q n er a te  u s  fr o m  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  
a sk in g  o u r s e lv e s  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  t h o  a r m y  o f  p r o s t itu te s  
a n d  f ly in g  sq u a d ro n s  o f  a b o r t io n is t s ,  th a t  a r e  la y in g  
B iege  t o  a l l  th a t  sh o u ld  b e  m o s t  p r e c io u s  t o  u s , n a m e ly  
o u r  c o u n tr y ’s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  h o n o r , o u r  n a t io n a l  p u r i t y ,  
Qur d o m e s t ic  p e a c e .

I n  th e  past, m a r r ia g e  h a s  b e e n  a g ig a n t ic  f o r c e  w o r k 
in g  o u t  th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  m a n . I n  t h e  p r e se n t  m a r 
r ia g e , a s  i t  i s  p r a c t is e d  to- d a y ,  c a n  s c a r c e ly  b e  s a id  to  
m a k e  fo r  r ig h te o u sn e s s .

N o r  c a n  t h is  b e  o th e r w is e  w h e n  w e  c o n s id e r  t h a t  a c 
c o r d in g  to  th e  F a t h e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  it  w a s  “ o r d a in e d  
fo r  a r e m e d y  a g a iu s t  s in ,  a n d  t o  a v o id  fo r n ic a t io n .”

T h e se  w o r t h y  e c c le s ia s t ic s ,  p r o fo s s in g  to  a  c r e d u lo u s  
p e o p le  t o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  to  w o r k  th e  m ir a c le  o f  m a k 
in g  th a t h o ly  w h ic h  w a s  in  i t s  n a tu r e  s in fu l  b y  th e  p e r 
fo r m a n c e  o f  t h e  m a r r ia g e  o e r e m o n y . N o w  a  l i t t le  c o n 
j u r in g ,  a  l i t t l e  m ir a c le -w o r k in g  m i g h t  b e  e x c u s a b le  fo r  
so  g o o d  a n  o b je c t  a s  t h e  in tr o d u c t io n  o f  a  m o r e  o r d e r ly
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social system , and th e  priests have been justified by the  
results.

B u t w hen , in a  to ta lly  different stage  o f  human  
evolution , no b etter  reason is offered to the in telligence  
o f  m en and wom en to  tem pt them  to en ter  in to  a  solemn  
contract i t  is sm all wonder that licentious persons find 
a grand argum ent to  aid them  in their seductions in th e  
sim ple question, “  D o  you th in k  that the rautterings o f  
a  priest can m ake that holy which is not holy ?” A n d  
the w illingly  deluded, not h av in g  the ir  w its  about them  
ju s t  th en , com e to  the conclusion th a t th e  m arriage 
cerem ony is sim ply an antiquated superstition.

T his could  not happen had th e  true reason o f  the 
solem n contract, nam ely  the proper provision for pos
sible offspring been m ade fam iliar to  them  in childhood  
and you th . This o f  course m ig h t m ake no difference  
but at least society  would have g iv en  one aid less to  the  
tem pter, and freed itse lf from  th e  g u ilt  o f  sanctioning a 
lie .

A t  th e  period o f  th e  F rench  R evolu tion  th is w as 
clearly perceived and the estab lishm ent o f  the civil 
m arriage, com pelling  attention to  th e  fact that m atri
m ony  was an affair that concerned society, like any 
o th er  contract or partnership, w a s a  m ove in th e  r igh t  
direction .

B u t  another r e a so n w h y  th e  ex is tin g  m arriage can
not do other than  binder progress is, that not o n ly  is it  
foun ded  on untruth , but it is  ro o ted  on  injustice, and 
th e  m ost sacred o f  hum an rela tion sh ip s is  built upon 
cruelty and w rong. T he m an-child sucks in  w ith  his 
m oth er’s m ilk  fee lin g s o f  rebellion  and antagonism  to  
the society  o f  w hich he has becom e a  m em ber, an d  who  
shall say  how  m any m en are now  expiating in  ja ils th e  
sufferings o f  scorned, d isin herited  w om an.

Lord L yndhurst sa id  in  the H ou se  o f  L ords in  1856: 
u A  w ife is separated from  h e r  husband b y  a  decree o f  
th e  E cclesiastica l C ourt, th e  reason o f  that decree being  
th e  husband’s m isconduct, h is cru elty  it m ay be, or h is  
adu ltery . F rom  that m o m en t h is w ife  is a lm ost in a 
state o f  outlaw ry. S h e  m ay not enter in to  a  contract, 
or i f  she do , she h as n o  m eans o f  en forcing  it. T h e law, 
so far  from  p ro tectin g , oppresses her. She is hom eless, 
b tlp less, hopeless, and  a lm ost d e st itu te  o f  c iv il rights. 
S h e is liab le  to  a ll m anner o f  in ju stice , w h eth er  by p lot  
or v io lence. She m ay be w ronged  in  a ll possib le  w ays 
an d  her character m ay  be m erc ile ssly  defam ed ; y e t she  
has no redress.”

W hatever scraps and threads o f  ju s tic e  m ay have s in ce  
been  g iv e n  to  m arried w o m en , their  case seem s still 
h op eless, and w ill be t i l l  th e ir  eq u a lity , in the eye o f  the  
la w , w ith  their strong adversaries is  proclaim ed.

Sh eld on  A m o s in  h is “ Scien ce o f  Jurisprudence, ch. 
1 2  (p . 248), says : “  I t  is im possib le to st ig m a tize  in to o  
sev ere  term s a law  w h ich , w orthless in m om ents o f  tran
q u illity  and confidence so  soon as these  are broken in 
sta n tly  starts forw ard an d  sides in  every  possible case  
w ith  th e  m an a g a in st th e  w om an .”

I s  i t  to  be supposed, th a t a d u lt hum an creatures, w ho  
are n e ith er  crim inals nor id io ts, w h atever it  m ay suit th e  
purposes o f  la w  to  suppose, w ill not fee l and resen t, w ith  
every  fibre o f  th e ir  b e in g  th is  ou tlaw ry, injustice and  
w ro n g ?

M arriage, which o::ce induced men and women to 
forsake lawless connections, is, now, in an attered stale 
o f  society, when clearer v iew s o f  individual liberty and 
personal rights are the common inheritance, lias become 
a power that drives them in the contrary direction, am) 
Lord Coleridge, in a speech in the House of Lordfl in 
1 8 7 7 , m entions that a lady o f  high rank and most ex. 
alted character, after consulting him on her matrimon. 
ial troubles, finding th e  law  ot no help to her in her 
sufferings, w rites: “ I  am sorry to find that the woman 
who liv e s unm arried w ith a man has legal rights and 
protection, which she loses when she marries.”

M iss A n n ie  Besant after practical acquaintance of die 
measure m eted out to English wives, for do greater Bin 
than the exercise o f  private judgm ent in matters relig
ious and socia l, and w ho we m ust remember, whatever 
we m ay th ink  o f  her particular theories, was declared by 
th e  ju d g e  in court, to  have a private character void of 
reproach, says in  her thoughtful book on “ Marriage:" 
“ A s th e  law  now  is, both  legal and illegal unions have 
disadvantages connected w ith  them, and there is only 
a  choice  betw een ev ils  ; these evils are, however, over
w helm ingly  greater on the side o f  legal unions, as may 
be seen by the forego in g  sketch o f the disabilities im
posed on wom an by m arriage. So great are these that 
no w ise  and self-respecting wom an should, with her eyes 
open, enter  into  a  contract o f  marriage while the Iasi 
rem ain as they  are, and no m an who really honors a 
w om an should ask her to  subject herself to the disad
vantages im posed on the E nglish wife.”

T he ad v ice  here g iv en  is  being year by year more 
w idely  acted  upon, and hundreds o f  those whose charac
teristics w e should m ost desire to have perpetuated are 
refusing to  enter  in to , w b at are now  felt to be, the bmh 
o f  m atrim ony. I t  is becom ing a common remark that 
th e  best' w om en are refusing to marry nowadays.

Socia l philosopers tell us that the monastic system of 
the m id d le  ages, w ith  its  enforced celibacy, retarded,in 
a  very im portant degree, the advance o f civilization,by 
w eed ing  ou t, and  dedicating to  a life o f single blessed
ness, th e  g en tler , m ore refined, more studious, artistic, 
and sc ien tific  tem peram ents.

I f  th e  disadvantages im posed by marriage are not 
qu ick ly  rem edied , history w ill repeat itself, and the per
petuation o f  the E nglish-speaking races will be left to 
the th ou gh tless, careless and ignorant, who, either do 
not kn ow  to w bat m arriage exposes them, or knowing 
have not self-restraint and self-respect enough to re
frain .

W e  m ust b o ld ly  face th e  truth , and work at the 
spreading o f  troth, t ill  th e  people no longer love a lie, 
th en  w hen  th e  thou ghts, long  since familiar to students 
a n d  philosophers are the com m on property of the mul
titude we m ay hope to attack the question of marriage 
reform  backed up by the intelligence o f the nations.

N o w  the m ere suggestion that the beloved institu
tion  9, that has done so m uch for humanity, is no longer 
proof against the assaults o f  reason, only lays us open to 
opprobrium .

T h e  first step has been taken by the discoverers of the 
true fu n ction  o f  sex , as the truth  that intercourse is de
signed  for procreation on ly , doss away with the “ phys*
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ieul necessity ”  snare, w hich has induced thousands and  
thousands o f  m others to subm it to ou trage  to th e  injury  
o f  com ing offspring.

It m eets the difficulty o f  overpopulation  and o f  pros
titu tion .

It restores love to  its rightful dom inion and dethrones  
lust.

It obviates the necessity o f  k eep in g  up the fiction, 
which has deceived few adu lts w ho have stu d ied  the  
pages o f  history, w ho have investiga ted  th eir  ow n fe e l
ings, or gon e  abou t the world w ith their eyes open , that 
Cupid is a rare visitant who discharges the fatal arrow  
hut once into h is v ictim 's heart.

It accom plishes the im portant task o f  o p en in g  m en's  
eyes to  the need, dim ly perceived  by som e long since, 
but now patent to all w ho w ill ta k e  the trouble to  th ink , 
that the proper business o f  law  is not in terference w ith  
the dom estic arrangem ents o f  adults, but the protection  
o f  society  against t he birth o f  d iseased , deform ed , v ice- 
tainted children.

It is not so im portant that law  and so c ie ty  consp ire  
to g e th er  to com pel tw o  people to  l iv e  under one roof, 
to  share bed and board, whet her such  arrangem ent bo 
productive o f  happiness or not, du ring th e  term  o f  their  
natural ex isten ce , as it  is to  enforce that, th ose  propos
in g  to  undertake th e  im portant public office o f  present
in g  society  w ith  new m em bers shall show  that th e y  are 
physically, m orally, and financially tit for the duties they  
propose to  perform .

The right o f  every  child to be well born is  on e  that 
i t  is to do hoped society  in  tho future w ill  sacred ly  
guard. O f course the roaring o f  children is alm ost, as 
im p ortan t as the birth, and lor this w e must, have free  
m otherhood, w illin g  consecration  o f  both parents t o  the 
trust th ey  are u n d ertak in g , and a recognition  that o n ly  
children begotten in  love can bo fa irly  endow ed . But 
social evolu tion  has brought us to  tho poin t w hore these  
th ings are lik ely  to  be con ced ed , at least in argum ent.

E xperience lias convinced  most, m en th at race in terest  
ami social order dem and a true and p erfect m on ogam y  
w ith life  long union o f  those ta k in g  upon th em se lv es  
tho duties o f  patern ity , h ow ever  far our praotioe m ay  
differ from  our proeepts.

B u t  th e  work o f  co n v in c in g  our rulers th a t persist
ence in im m orality  sh ould  ho fo llo w ed  by the d ep r iv a 
tion  o f  tho  pow er to  perpetuate the sp ec ies  has scarcely  
begun. I  do n o t say that' those w h o bring bastards, 
paupors, and children w ith  inh erited  ta in t in to  th e  
w orld , have  qualified for hoard and lo d g in g  a t the pub
lic expense, for th a t  w ou ld  scarcely be e ith er  politio  or 
just to  tho taxpayer, but I  do  not say the proper, th e  
only logical treatm ent o f  such recreant m em b ers o f  the  
body corporate, the ju stost to  oom ing g en eration s, th e  
ju stest to com in g  g en eration s, tho hu inanest in th e  lo n g  
run to  all concerned , w ould  he th e  short b u t o tfee tiv o  
m eth od  o f  p u ttin g  it  out o f  th e  o lfen der's p ow er to  sin  
in like  m anner again. •

T h e Spartans exposed deform ed and w eak ly  ohildren  
to  death  for th e  good  o f  th e  co m m u n ity , Christians 
could he gu ilty  o f  no such barbarity, and all such  as 
are born into a com m unity  have a right to  tender nur
ture, careful train ing, and a fair start iu life , bu t th is  re

sp on sib ility  w h ich  C hristian ity  im poses, renders it in 
cumbent. on w ise  governors to  see  to  th e  q u ality  o f  th e  
parent-stock, and hum anity has a right to dem and th a t  
as m uch a tten tion  be paid to tho breed o f  men as a ca t
tle-breeder bestow s upon bis beasts.

T he pain that th is  sharp rem edy w ould in flio t at first 
cannot, be com pared in in ten sity  or duration, to  th a t  
w hich o n e  generation  su tlers through its s ick ly , v ic iou s, 
deform ed , diseased, and pauper m em bers.

N o g o v ern m en t lias tho right to  con n iv e  a t  th e  m an
ufacture o i crim inals.

E very  m eans should  lie taken  to  in stru ct all peoples 
on th e  du ties, responsib ilities, and pleasures o f  paternity  
and then th o se  who w ilfu lly  v io lated  th e  socia l co n 
sc ien ce  m ig h t fairly bo allow ed to  take the consequences.

i t  has been  said th a t  the teach in g  o f  " intercourse  
fo r  procreation on ly"  is absurdly unpractical am i utop ian , 
but such objectors must, take a singu larly  low  v iew  o f  
c iv ilis e d  m an when they b e lieve  h im  incapable and un
w illin g  to exercise  th o  restraint practised vo lun tarily  by 
m any savage  tribes, and m any o f  tho low er  anim als. 
But no one need  fee l despair on account o f  such objec
tion s in a generation  th at has seen t h e  ab o litio n  o f  s la 
very and the advan ce o f  public op in ion  and public prac
tice  on th e  tem perance q u estio n . F a ith  lias m oved  
m ountains, and n o th in g  can stan d  against fa ith  w h en  
jo in ed  w ith  love and bard w ork .

F a ith  in m an g iv es  courage  and enthusiasm  and  
th ose, w h en  coup led  w ith  th e  p o ten t m iracle w orkers, 
reason , truth  and go o d  fee lin g , nave  before n ow  w rought 
g rea ter  m arvels than th a t  o f  ind u cin g  him  to  l iv e  in 
accordan ce w ith  the law s o f  his nature and th e  d ic ta tes  
ot h is consc ien ce . F or o f  th is wo m ay be sure w e have  
for  a llies in  this crusade against lust, ev ery  pure-m inded  
yo u th  and m aiden th at h a s been im oorruptod by  the  
w orld , and unoursod w ith  abnorm al sensual d e v e lo p 
m ent., and as th e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  true fu n ction s o f  
our sex  spreads our arm y o f  so ld iers w ill co n sta n tly  iu- 
oroaso.

B esides w h ich  m en and w om en  w ill n o t he s lo w  t o  
learn that, p u r ity  g iv es  freed om . W e  have tho  te s t i
m ony on this point o f  ancien t and m odern  writers. l)r. 
N ich o ls  w rites in h is ** H um an P h y sio logy"  w ords that 
are fu ll o f  hop e w h en  he says : “ It is  m y b e lie f th at  
n a tu ra lly - 1 m ean  in  a sta te  o f  pure unperverted  n a 
ture, but d e v e lo p ed , cu ltivated  and retined by education  
— every  m an lo v es w om an hood  it s e lf ,  and all w om en so  
far as they app roxim ate to  b is  id ea l 5 and  th at in tho  
sam e w a y , ev ery  w om an loves m anh ood , and is at tracted  
and  charm ed by all its g e n t le ,  n ob le , and heroic m ani
festa tion s. By such  a  m an , ev ery  w om an ho m eets is 
reveren ced  as a  w o m a n , accepted  as a  fr iend , loved  as a  
m o th e r , s ister , or  d a u g h ter , or it. m ay he, cherish ed  in 
a m ore ten d er  relation , w h ich  should be first, and  
alw ays m ay rem ain , pure and free from  sensual desire. 
Such lo v e  o f  m en for  w o m e n ,a n d  w om en  for m en , m ay  
be free, and w ill be free, ju s t  in th e  d eg ree  in w h ich  it 
is freed  from  the bondage o f  sensual passion .”

T h at w e k n o w  practically  n o th in g  o f  such lo v e , that 
w e  look  upon t h e  su g g estio n  o f  its  p o ssib ility  w ith  fear  
is becau se , surrounded by lu st , c a llin g  it sol t by a holy  
n a m e, wo liavo learned to  stool our hearts till  they  Ituvo
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become hard and impenetrable to the rays of the divine 
warmth, and we have forgotten that wo are created in 
the image of God, who is Love.

But let means be taken for two or three centuries to 
teach purity and diminish the offspring of license, as 
suggested above, and our descendants shall smile at the 
fears we entertaiu of the source of all happiness as we 
6mile at the self-inflicted tortures of devotees.

Dr. Mchols continues : “ Such love has a direct ten
dency to raise meu above the control of their senses. 
The more such love one has, and the more it is diffused, 
the less liability to sink iuto tne lower and disorderly 
loves of sensual life. Nothing can be more detestable 
thau that playing with fire, which goes by the name of 
flirtation ; but there are meu aud women who have the 
happiness of loviug, and of being tenderly and devotedly 
loved, nobly aud happily, without injury and with great 
good. Where such loves are accompanied by perfect 
trust in the goodness, purity, truth, aud honor of the 
beloved, there can be no jealousy—no desire for selfish 
absorption—no fear of the deprivation of any right. 
There is no reason why a husband or a wife should 
limit the range of pure aud spiritual affections to near 
relatives. A man who can love a sister as sisters are 
often loved, may love in the same way, or as purely, 
any woman who might be his sister. As men and 
women learn to purify their lives the world will 
grow more tolerant, aud love will become more univer
sal. The tender aud fervent exhortations to mutual 
love, to be found in the Gospel aud Epistles of the New 
Testament are now almost without meaning.”

And we may add must remain so as loug as love is 
confounded with lust We may be perfectly certaiu 
that had Christ come on earth in Europe in the nine
teenth century, aud ventured to associate freely with 
women, as He is represented to have done at the dawn 
of our era, those womeu would have lost their good 
name. But a state of mind more corrupt than is shown 
by the refusal to believe in the power of love when ac
companied by sexual desire, that is to say by lust, it is 
impossible to imagine. Or a spirit more grossly selfish 
in a word more unloving, thau is shown in the desire 
to shot- out others from the warmth of the affections 
from which we draw our own life, cannot be conceived. 
In truth love having degenerated into mere animal 
passion we have come to regard it as a thing which will 
interfere with the rights of offspring, and as long as the 
enphonism love is employed to signity sexual desire we 
must consent to the restrictions that are imposed of 
necessity that the rights of children that have come into 
being, or who are likely to come into being, are not in
fringed.

So long as we consent to live, so far as sexual matters 
are concerned, on a lower plane than the beasts of the 
field, we must renounce the rights of manhood and not 
expect to taste the joys consecrated for the pure in heart. 
If we would come into our iuheritauce of freedom we 
first cleanse ourselves in the waters of puriiy.

Having listened to the teaching of a thoughtful physi
cian and man of the world, we cannot do better thau 
close these Letters with the words of the teacher aud 
friend of Socrates, who tells the secret of love*—“ First,

*See Mr. J. Cook’s “Manage.”

I
I we are to love one beautiful form, then many beautiful 
forms, then all beautiful forma. Then from the love 
of beautiful forms, we are to rise to the love of beauti
ful practices, from the love of fair practices to the love 
of fair ideas and from the love of fair ideas to the love 
of Him who thinks them and from that into Friendship 
with God.” That is the woman Diotima’a idea of Love 
as presented by Plato and by Socrates.

T H E  PH Y SIC IA N  AS A  REFORMER.

[By Dr. W. H. Bigler, in  the Hehnemannian.]
[Concluded.]

To the physician, whose observant eye has learued to 
see the misery about him wherever existing, conies the 
knowledge of his opportunities to relieve, as a welcome 
easement to the infinite sadness that must till his soul.

The task of attempting to relieve seems so iufinitely 
beyond all hope of accomplishment that one may well 
stand appalled ! Where to begin, and how to go ou!

W e will, iu closing, point out the direction iu which 
the physician may best put forth his efforts so as to strike 
at the root of the evil and help to lay the foundation of 
a new era. Before doing so let me say that I fear some 
things offered may ofteud the feelings and views of many 
here present. I simply claim for myself a dispassionate 
hearing and a calm consideration for my suggestions. I 
would prove derelict to my duty that I feel imposed 
upon me by the opportunity this occasion affords did I 
fail to give voice to thoughts that have loug been striv
ing for utterance. As we have pointed out above, all 
the sin and misery in the world can be traced to the in
fluence of heredity and environment. This is clearly 
recognized in the system of Christiau ethics as found in 
the Bible, but in its efforts to ameliorate the condition 
of the race the true and deepest import of these influ
ences has failed to be recognized by its exponents, and 

I uot a tithe of the possibilities lying within its reach 
have been realized. It had laid too much stress upon an 
ultra-natural source of evil, misled by figurative language 
intended for aud thoroughly adapted to the eastern primi
tive mind of the race. In consequence of this, and in spite 
of the plain utterances of the New Testament, the idea 
of evil coming from without as an external temptation; 
and only finding in the hereditarily acquired imperfect 
nature given, a fertile soil for its growth, has dominated 
the effort of Christian reform, iu so many cases irrational 
and abortive. The physiciau has daily, yea, hourly ex
amples of the terrible meaning of the law of heredity. 
He sees the sins of the fathers visited ou the children to 
the third aud four generation; he recognizes the unend
ing chain of effects, the liuks of which are being forged 
unt hinkingly to bind future generations iu the same, if 
not worse bondage aud misery.

Nature cares nothing for the individual, the race is 
the only object of her solicitude. Her laws are not to 
be broken, and in punishing disobedience to them she is 
implacable; no repentance avails here to ward off the 
consequences of transgression. But the science iff hu
manity steps in with pity for the individual, aud seeks 
to save him and enable him, by applying the same in
flexible laws of nature to his conduct, to modify the 
effects of inheritance, for which he is in uo way
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sponsible, and to  assist b im  in  a tta in ing  p er fec tio n  phy
sically and m en ta lly .

L et the ph ysician , th erefo re , fearlessly  and w ith  p a re  
m ind, set h im se lf  first to  im p rove  th e  p h ysica l organ iza 
tion  o f  the in d iv id o a l as a necessary prerequ isite  to  the  
im p rovem en t o f  b is condition and to  t h e  b etterm en t o f  
th e  race.

T h e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  physician  and th e  in tim a te  re
lations in to  w hich he m ay en ter  in  th e  fa m ilie s  o f  h is  
patients g iv e  h im  an opp ortu n ity  afforded n on e o th e r  
o f  b eg in n in g  h is  reform ation  at th e  earliest possib le  
period . H e  can in cu lca te  on  a ll occasion s th e  a d v isa 
b ility  o f  on ly  th e  h e a lth y  lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to  m arriage;  
he can point out the qualities of mind an d  body th a t  
w ou ld  be m ost c o n g en ia l and  su ita b le  to  b e  u n ited . 
F o rtu n a te ly  or unfortunately  (it is d ifficu lt to  sa y  w h ich ), 
he can n ever  in terfere  a fter  th e  affections have sp o k e n ;  
w hat are thou ght to  b e  th e  prom ptings o f  u n selfish , un- 
physical lo v e  are not am en ab le  to  ord inary reason ing , 
and his efforts m ust be confined to  prophylaxis.

L e t  bim  urge th e  public in season  an d  o u t  o f  season  to  
exerc ise  som e o f  the sam e care in  ra isin g  hu m an  b e in g s  
w ith  im m orta l sou ls , ns th e y  do  in  b r e ed in g  th e  dum b  
brutes, w hose souls return to  th e  ea rth . L e t  n o  ch ildren  
be regarded as a cc id en ts , h a p p en in g  u n fo rtu n a te ly  iu  
th e  b est reg u la ted  fa m ilie s .

L et tbe m arried b e  ta u g h t th at th e  b e lie f ,  held  g e n 
erally  by husbands and mothers-in-law, th a t  tb e  L ord  
sends a ll th e  ch ild ren , n o  m a tter  h ow  fast th ey  co m e, no  
m atter how  w eak  th e  m others, or h o w  s ic k ly  the off
spring, and that, therefore, th e y  m u st b e  received  w ith  
th a n k sg iv in g , is a m isap p lica tion  o f  a c o m fo r tin g  tru th , 
and that bv thus b lin d ly  sh ift in g  th e  resp on sib ilitie s o f  
th e ir  own d eed s, th ey  are v io la t in g  th e  law s o f  n a tu re  
and laying th e  foun dation  o f  un im agin ab le  e v ils  in  th e  
fu tu re . L et them  be ta u g h t that a  l im ita t io n  o f  th e  
num ber o f  ch ild ren  o ften  b ecom es a  d u ty  th a t  th e y  o w e  
to  th em se lv es and to  t i \e  co m m u n ity .

I t  is  im possib le  t o  o verestim ate  the im p o rta n ce  o f  
guarding the prosp ective  m o th er  against a ll harm ful in 
fluences d ar in g  the^period o f  g e s ta t io n , and o f  surround
in g  h er  w ith  e v er y th in g  that m ay  co n d u ce  t o  h a rm o n ize  
the e lem en ts o f  her ow n  nature that sh e  m a y  b e  en a b led  
t o  produce w h a t is  harm onious in  itse lf, i. e., so u n d  in  
m ind an d  beautifu l in  form .

W hen  w e  see  tb e  lo t  o f  m a n y  o f  th e  poor w o m en  o f  
our t im e , th e ir  hardships, th e ir  stru g g les w ith p o v erty  
perhaps, or w h at is  s t ill w orse , unhappiness, can w e  w o n 
der th a t their o ffsp rin g  should p rove  o u t o f  harm on y  
with their  su rroun d ings a n d  th e ir  bod ies w ea k  a n d  
sick ly  ?

T he h ig h est duty o f  th e  ph ysician  is  t o  p r e v en t th is  
result. It is certain ly a  h ig h er , far  nob ler  a im  t o  s tr iv e  
to  see  that healthy hum an b e in g s are b ro u g h t in to -th e  
w orld  than th a t.s ick ly  ones should  b e  k ep t a liv e  there. 
'W hile w e  m ay, and do m aintain , th a t it  w ere  far better  
for the world w ere th e  w eak  and  sick ly  to  d ie  b efore th ey  
had absorbed o f  th e  en ergy  so  m uch  n e e d e d  fo r  th e  
healthy liv in g , w e  m ust b e  c o n ten t to  l e t  th e m  d o  so , 
w h ile  w e  w ork against the cause that ren d er  su ch  th in g s  
necessary.

A n  am elioration  o f  th e  condition  o f  th e  w ork in g

w om en  is ju st  as im p era tiv e  as an  im p ro v em en t o f  th e  
co n d itio n  o f  th e ir  husbauds and  brothers. I t  is  n o  
m aud lin  sen tim en ta lity  th a t  contrasts the 16 or 17  hours  
o f  hou sehold  drud gery  o f  the w o rk in g m a n ’s w ife  w ith  
th e  constan tly  decreasin g  num ber o f  h is  ow n  d a y ’s labor. 
M uch can be d o n e  h ere  by th e  ph ysic ian  by  se e k in g  to  
a w a k en  a sy m p a th y  for th e  w o m a n  in  th e  u n th in k in g  m an  
that m a y  arouse in  h im  a  d esire  to  re liev e  h er  o f  so m e  
o f  her  labors, a n d  to  lig h ten  th e  rest by co n sid era tio n  
shown. A d v ic e ,  put upon th e  b asis o f  physical n eces
s ity , w ill  b e  m ore  a p t to  be h eed ed  than w h en  ad van ced  
o n  m oral grou n d .

A s  to  th e  education  o f  ch ild ren , th e  th in k in g  p hysician  
m u st lo n g  have rev o lted  aga in st th e  co n v en tio n a l re
str a in t p laced  upon t h e  p h ysica l d e v e lo p m en t o f  g ir ls . 
H e  h as n o  d o u b t been  te m p ted  to  a sk  w ith  S p en cer , 
“ Why t h e  a sto n ish in g  d ifferen ce  b e tw een  th e  tr a in in g  
o f  boys a n d  g ir ls  ? Is  i t  th a t t h e  c o n stitu tio n  o f  a  g ir l  
differs so  e n tire ly  from  th a t o f  a boy  as n o t to  n eed  these  
a c tiv e  e x er c ise s?  I s  i t  th a t  a  g ir l has n o n e  o f  th e  
p ro m p tin g s t o  v o c ife ro u s p la y  b y  w h ic h  boys are im 
p e lled  ? Or is  it  th a t w h ile  in  boys th e se  prom p tin gs  
are to  be regarded  as securin g  that bod ily  a c t iv ity ,  w ith 
o u t w h ich  th e r e  can not be a d eq u a te  d e v e lo p m en t, to  
th e ir  sisters nature has g iv e n  th e m  for n o  purp ose w h at
ev er , u n less  i t  b e  fo r  th e  v ex a tio n  o f  sch oo l m istresses ? 
* # * F o r  g ir ls , as w e ll  as b o y s , th e  sp o r tiv e  a c t iv i
ties  to  w h ich  th e  in st in c ts  im p el are essen tia l to  b od ily  
w elfa re . W h o e v e r  fo rb id s th em , forbids the d iv in e ly  
app oin ted  m ea n s to  ph ysica l d ev e lo p m en t.”  S e x  sh o u ld  
n o t be r ec o g n ize d  h ere , the in d iv id u a l a b ility  and needs  
a lo n e  sh ou ld  be ta k en  in to  consideration , an d  any  su g 
g e s te d  ch an ge in  dress ren d ered  necessary  sh o u ld  be d is
p a ssio n a te ly  ex a m in ed  and  ju d g ed .

In  th e  education  o f  th e  y o u n g  a t  th e  p resen t t im e  th e  
“ c r a m m in g ” system  st il l  p rev a ils , a n d  i t  is  t h e  m a p y , 
n o t th e  m u ch , th a t is  so u g h t to  be g iv e n  t o  th e  y o u n g .  
A  m u ltip lic ity  o f  stu d ies  n o w  serves to  g iv e  ou r  youth  a  
su p erfic ia l1 acq u a in ta n ce  w ith  m an y  branches o f  learn
in g , acquired b y  an unnatural and un hea lth y  d em a n d  
upon th e ir  nervou s en erg y , and to  be fo rg o tten  as soon  
as th e  n ecess ity  for their  reten tio n  is  rem oved . T h e  re
form er sh ou ld  protest a g a in st such a  sy stem , and protect 
th e  r is in g  g en era tio n  a ga in st its p ern ic io u s resu lts . T h e  
law s forbid  by  sp ecia l en actm en t a  fo r c in g  o f  th e  bod ily  
p o w ers  o f  th e  y o u n g  by lim it in g  th e  num ber o f  hours o f  
m anu al labor th a t  m a y  b e  d em a n d ed  o f  th e m , b u t i t  
says n o th in g , or  ra th er  se e m s th ro u g h  its  le g a lly  co n 
s t i tu te d  ed u ca tio n a l boards to  c o u n te n a n ce  an d  encour
a g e  a  m uch m ore  d isastrou s len g th e n in g  o f  e ffort on  the  
part o f  th e  im m a tu re  m en ta l pow ers. T he su ic ides o f  
ch ild ren  th&t have  occurred in  la te  years can be tra ced , 
in  a  m easure, to  th e  forced  a n d  prem atu re  d evelop m en t  
o f  the brain d u e  to  th e  p resen t sy s tem  o f  ed u ca tio n . 
T h e  ph ysician  sh ou ld  en d e a v o r  to  h a v e  the a tten dan ce  
at sch o o l beg in  a t  a  la ter  a g e ; to  h a v e  th e  hours o f  con
tin u o u s  m en ta l effort sh orten ed ; to  decrease  the num ber  
o f  stu d ies pursued  a t th e  sam e t im e , and to  in troduce  
an e lection  o f  stu d ies  accord ing  to  th e  b en t o f  th e  m in d  
o f  th e  in d iv id u a l scholar. O ur com m on  school system  
is u n fo rtu n a te ly  obliged t o  d ea l w ith  m asses, a n d  certa in  
e v ils  to  th e  in d iv id u a l are u n a v o id a b le ; bu t i f  a  popular
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sen tim ent can be aroused aga inst brain forcing  and in  
favor o f  em ployin g  as teachers o n ly  th e  best ta len t, by 
payin g  liberal salaries, the r igh ts o f  nature and o f  th e  
ind iv idu al w ill gradually  com e to  be recognized, to  th e  
physical, m oral and  intellectual advantage o f  future g e n 
erations.

W ith  th is  question com es up also th e  one o f  co-edu
cation . T he experim ents m ade in th is  direction , n o ta 
b ly  in  th e  W e st, h a v e  th u s far seem ed  to  w ork  to the  
b est in terests  o f  a ll con cern ed . A sid e  from  the in cen 
t iv e  and  stim u lu s to  good  work u n iversa lly  recognized  
as due to  it , i t  does aw ay w ith  th e  air o f  m ystery  th a t  
seem s to  en ve lop  each  sex  in  the eyes o f  the other. 
There are no  longer  any d iv in itiee  on e ith er  sid e , bu t 
o n ly  m ore or less brigh t com rades, and each  ind ividual 
acquires a h igher and  better standard by w h ich  to  e s t i
m a te  th e  others. I n  n o  case w h ere the exp erim en t has 
been tried  has it been  fa u u d  necessary to  low er the stan d
ard o f  education  to  accom m odate  the so-called  w eaker  
sex .

T h e question o f  co -ed u cation  in  m ed icin e  is, o f  course, 
o f  special in terest to the m ed ica l p rofessio n , b u t should  
b e  d ec id ed , w e  th in k , accord ing  to  exactly  the sam e p rin 
c ip les  that g o v e rn  th e  w h o le  q u estion  o f  co-ed ucation . 
In  regard to  th is  question , as w e ll  as the ch o ice  o f  a pro
fession , the p h y sic ia n  is  in  a p osition  to  ju d g e  u n der
s ta n d in g ^  and ration ally , w ith  due a n d  sole regard to  
th e  individual, irresp ectiv e  o f  sex . A s  w e  h a v e  m ale  
dressm akers, w h y  may w e  n o t  ha v e  fem a le  la w y e rs ,  
doctors, etc ., e tc .?  Let the occupation depend upon the 
tastes and capabilities of the individual, and not u p on  th e  
chance o f  sex , or a n y  tr a d itio n a l notions o f  sexual fitness  
or propriety . T h is requires that«M  doors sh a ll be  o p e n e d  
to  w o m e n , and  a lth o u g h  w e  m a y  n o t d e e m  it a d v isa b le  
th a t th e y  sh ou ld  e n te r  a ll, w e  can n o t d e n y  th e ir  natural 
r ig h t to  do so  sh ould  their  natu re  seem  to  d em an d  it. T h e  
assertion  that w om an by d e v o tin g  h e r se lf  t o  h ig h e r  ed u 
cation  th ereb y  u n sex es  h erse lf, a n d  becom es u n fitte d  to  
b e  th e  m other  o f  h e a lth y , or e v e n  o f  an y , o ffsp rin g  has  
by n o  m ea n s been c o n c lu siv e ly  p ro v en , and  th e  p r in c i
p le  o f  e le c t iv e  s tu d ie s , i f  carried  ou t c o n s is te n t ly  th r o u g h 
o u t th e  ed u ca tio n  o f  both  se x e s , w ill  h a r m o n iz e  m ost 
n ea r ly  w ith  th e  n a tu ra l la w  o f  se le c t io n , a n d  w ill  cer
ta in ly  r e su lt  in  th e  su rv iv a l o f  t h e  f it te s t  in  th e  va r io u s  
w a lk s  o f  life .

B u t  th e  subject in  w h ic h  a lo n e  m o st p h y sic ia n s  are  
c o n te n t  to  b e  in terested  is  th e  su bject o f  h y g ie n e . T h a t  
th is is  w o r th y  o f  su ch  in te r e s t  from  our p resen t p o in t o f  
v ie w , as te n d in g  t o  m o d ify  th e  environment, a ll m ust 
a ck n o w le d g e . In  th is  d irection  th e  reform er m a y  h o p e , 
ev en  w ith in  the short sp a ce  o f  h is  ow n  l if e ,  to  se e  d ir ec t  
resu lts o f  h is  efforts.

O f  a ll th e  su bjects em b raced  u n d er  th e  te r m  h y g ie n e ,  
n o n e  se e m s to  m e  o f  m ore  im p o rta n ce  th a n  th e  care o f  
th e  h o m e s  o f  th e  p eo p le . T h e se  are th e  real so u rces o f  
hap piness, t h e  b e st  sa feg u a rd s a g a in s t  te m p ta t io n  and  
w r o n g  l iv in g . L e t  th e  h om es b e  ch e er fu l, h e a lth y  an d  
h a p p y ,a n d  w e  n o t  o n ly  aid in  e ra d ic a tin g  u n h ea lth y  hered i
ta ry  te n d e n c ie s  iu th e  l iv in g , b u t  prepare an e n v iro n m en t  
fo r  un born  g en era tio n s  th a t sh a ll co u d u ce  to  th e ir  proper  
d e v e lo p m en t aud  h ea lth y  birth. M a n y  o th er  su b jects  o f  
h y g ie n e  are  o f  im p ortan ce  to  th e  p h y s ic ia n  as reform er ,

but w e have not the tim e  to  do more than simply name 
tw o  o f  the m ost im portant, viz: the use and abuse of 
alcoholic liquors and th e  use and abuse of a day of recre
ation  for the masses. T he physician should endeavor to 
bring to a consideration  o f  these, as well as of all other 
subjects, a m ind th orough ly  disabused of any precon
ceived  notion  and w illin g  to  judge o f them solely on 
th e ir  m erits as condu cive  or not to the physical well- 
b ein g  o f  m ankind.

B efore  closing I  w ou ld  wish to  emphasize one point 
w here I  th in k  th e  physician has a particularly responsi
b le duty to  perform , and that is  to seek to  establish the 
principle th at in morality there is no sex. For man a 
len ien t code o f  m orals has been handed down from bar
barous tim es, w hen “ increase and multiply ” was the 
easily  understood com m and com in g from nature’s unin
habited w astes, and the public is inclined to grant him 
th e  p r iv ileg e  o f  so w in g  h is “  w ild oats,” and his wife 
and c h ild ren  the p r iv ileg e  o f reaping them. From 
m any physicians, a las, has g o n e  out the idea that conti
n en ce  an d  ch a stity  are not to be expected, nor, indeed, 
to  be d esired  on th e  part o f  a yo u n g  man. I f not from 
h im , then , say  I ,  n either from  a young woman. The 
physician  kn ow s that individuals differ regardless of sex. 
L e t  th ere  b e  then b u t one law  for both and let the phy
sician be th e  o n e  to  p o in t o u t th e  terrible incongruities 
o f  our p resen t c o d e  o f  m orals and their disastrous effects 
upon the hea lth  and  hap piness, and consequently morak, 
o f  th e  race.

T h ese , th e n , are so m e o f  th e  directions in which the 
ph ysician  is  ca lled  to  w ork  as a  reformer, seeking to 
ban ish  sin a n d  its  con seq u en ces by attacking it at the 
root, by la b o r in g  to  b e tter  the physical condition of the 
race an d  t o  m a k e  th e ir  b o d ies healthy, that their men
tal and m ora l a c t iv it ie s  m ay  b e  harmonious.

In  t h e  Medical Record o f  th e  7th  iustant is recorded 
an  ex p er im en t m a d e  in  th e  S ta te  Reformatory at El
m ira  to  d e te rm in e  th e  va lu e , i f  any , o f physical culture 
in  s t im u la tin g  th e  m en ta l fa cu ltie s. Under a special 
d ie ta ry , fr eq u e n t b a th in g , fo llo w ed  by passive exercise, 
k n e a d in g  th e  m u scles , rubb ing , aud a manual drill and 
c a lis th e n ic s , th e  a v era g e  m a rk in g  in  school work of the 
tw e lv e  m en  se lec ted  rose  du rin g  the five months from 
4 5 .2 5  o u t  o f  a  p o ssib le  100 t o  74 .16 . I f  this can result 
from  so  sh ort a n  e x p e r im en t, w hat may we not hope for 
from  a  co n tin u ed  e ffo r t on  th e  part o f  reformers to cor
rect errors o r  h e r e d ity  a n d  environ m en t ?

S u ch  a n d  s im ila r  th o u g h ts  m igh t w ell form the sub
je c t  o f  so m e  o f  th e  pap ers and discussions brought before 
th is  so c ie ty  an d  w o u ld , w e  th in k , create more interest 
in  its  p r o c ee d in g s  th a n  a t presen t exist. W e must ac
k n o w le d g e  th a t, a fter  a sh o rt period o f  exceptional pros
p e r ity  a n d  a c t iv ity , th e  P h ila d elp h ia  County Society has 
a g a in  lap sed  fro m  g r a ce  a u d  is in  a daugerous state of 
le th a r g ic  q u ie sc e n c e . T h e r e  seem s to be a lamentable 
la ck  o f  in terest o n  th e  p a r t o f  th e  profession in its wel
fare. T h is  is ,  o f  c o u rse , rep rehensib le , but are the phy
s ic ia n s  t o  b la m e ? T h e  tim e  o f  the physician is valuabe 
as w e ll  fo r  rest a n d  stu d y  as for his professional duties, 
a u d  h e  cun not he ex p e c te d  to  surrender any of it ex
cep t for  an  e q u iv a le n t . It th e  society can not offer him, 
th e r e fo r e , a d v a n ta g e s  a t least equal, if  not superior to
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those t o  be ob ta in ed  b y  rem a in in g  a w ay  and d e v o t in g  
th e  tim e  t o  so m e o th er  e m p lo y m en t, he  can n o t  be  
blam ed for n o n -a tten d a n ce .

L e t  th e  so c ie ty , on  e n te r in g  npon th is  n ew  y ea r  o f  its  
e x is te n c e , d e term in e  to  co m p el th e  a tten d a n ce  o f  its  
m em bers by the a ttra c tio n s  offered. B a t  h o w  to  ob ta in  
th e  attractions ?

W e  w ou ld  cou n sel a  carefu l recon sid eration , by  a  
c o m m itte e  to  be a p p o in ted  by the so c ie ty , o f  th e  present 
system  o f  su p p ly in g  papers th ro u g h  th e  C o m m ittee  on  
E ssays and D e b a te s , to  find  w h eth er  i t  h a s or has n o t  
been  an im p ro v em en t on  th e  p rev iou s bureau system . 
W e  w ou ld  urge th e  presentation  o f  pap ers b earin g  par
ticu lar ly  upon hom oeopathic th era p eu tics , prepared , h o w 
ever , w ith  a ll th e  care a n d  regard  for  sc ien tif ic  accuracy  
that can be d em a n d ed  by the m o st critical.

F urther, let th e  “ co n v ersa tio n a l m e e tin g s  ”  every  
o th er  m o n th  be m ore social in th e ir  ch a ra cter , b u t let  
a m p le  p rovision  a lw a y s be m ad e to  furn ish  an  in te l
lec tu a l fea st th a t m a y  repay those w h o  a tten d .

F in a lly , le t  ea ch  o n e  fu lfill e v er y  p rom ise  h e  m a y  m a k e  
to  co n tr ib u te  to  th e  in te re st  o f  our m e e tin g s , and le t  us 
each  b lam e n o t h is  n e ig h b o r, bu t himself, f o r  th e  la n 
g u ish in g  c o n d itio n  o f  ou r  so c ie ty , a n d  d e term in e  to  d o  
b e tte r  in the future.

T H E  W AY OF WISDOM.

T o “ kn ow  t h y s e l f ” is  th e  w a y  o f  w isd om . W e  all 
start in  life  w ith o u t an y  k n o w le d g e  o f  w isd om . T o  
th ink o f  a n d  learn fo r  w h at use w e  a n d  th e  .th in g s  
around us w ere m ade, is  th e  o n ly  w a y  to  b eco m e w ise .

W e  can ea sily  see  th e  use o f  m any th in g s . W e  se e  
th a t  m an is m ade up o f  d ifferen t parts o r  organ s, and  
a ll th e se  parts to g e th e r  m a k e  tb e  m a n . H e  h a s fe e t  
and leg s , w h ich  it  is  easy  t o  se e  w e re  g iv e n  to  w a lk  w ith .  
T h e hands are t o  w ork  w ith  to  procure fo o d  a n d  c lo th 
in g , an d  m a n y  o th er  th in g s . T h e  heart is to  c ircu la te  
th e  b lood , th e  lu n gs to  p u rify  i t .  T h e  use  o f  th e  te e th  is to  
c h e w  our fo o d , the stom ach to  d ig e s t  it . T b e  to u g u e  is 
to  a r ticu la te  so u n d  and a lso  t o  ta s te  w ith . T h e  use  
o f  tb e  e y e s  is se e in g , a n d  th e  ears h e a r in g , a n d  so  w ith  
e v er y  o th er  part or fu n ctio n  o f  t h e  b o d y .. N o w ,  
i f  y o u  can  se e  that th ese  are true u ses o f  t h e  organs  
nam ed , y o u  h a v e  so m e  w isd o m  and can  g e t  m ore i f  y o u
try .

T h e  C reator has im p la n ted  in  u s a  c u r io s ity  t o  lea rn , 
t o  in d u ce  us to  stu d y  in to  ou rse lv es and  th in g s  arou n d  
us, so  th a t w e  m a y  do the use a n d  a v o id  th e  abu se. T h e  
w ise  find a p leasure  in  d o in g  uses, and  th e  b e tte r  or  
h ig h er  th e  u se , th e  greater  is  th e  p leasure in  d o in g  i t .  
B u t w e  m u st n o t  m ista k e  t h e  p lea su re  for  th e  use. T h e  
pleaeu re is  o n ly  th e  companion o f  use. A n d  i f  w e  try  to  
g e t  m ore p leasure fro m  a n y  part o r  fu n ctio n  o f  th e  b od y  
th a t co m es from  its r ig h t use, w e  m a k e  a  m ista k e  ; w e  
are n o t w ise .

T h ere  is  no organ or function in man that may not be 
misused. T h e  use o f  th e  se n se  o f  ta s te ,  for  in s ta n c e , is  
to  a id  us in  c h o o s in g  our fo o d  righ tly . B u t  i f  w e  are  
co n tin u a lly  ta s t in g , or i f  w e  ea t a n d  drink  m ixtu res a n d  
th in g s  w h ich  our reason  te lls  us are  n o t b e st  to  b u ild  up  
and  sustain  th e  b o d y , ju s t  b eca u se  th e y  taste  g o o d , t h i s

is th e  w ro n g  use o f  the sen se  o f  ta ste , and  o f  th e  stom ach , 
and it is sure t o  e n d  in  trouble.

We are so created that we can never get more pleasure 
from any part or function of the body than comes from its 
right use. True we may get a short increase of pleasure b y  
m isu se , but it  w i l l  be very  short in d ee d  com pared to  th e  
tro u b le  and m isery  th a t  is  sure to  fo llo w . A l l  th e  rea l 
troub le  in  th e  w orld  com es from  the w ro n g  use o f  pow ers  
d e s ig n e d , i f  r ig h tly  u sed , to  m aise us happy.

W e  a ll desire hap p iness, a n d  that is  r igh t— because  
w e w ere m a d e  to  b e  happy— and  w e a ll s e e k  in te n tly  
en ou gh  for it , th e  foo lish  e v e n  m ore in te n t ly  th a n  th e  
w ise , but tbe d ifferen ce  b etw een  th e  w ise  and tb e  u n 
w ise  is th is , th e  w ise are m ore  in t e n t  on  k n o w in g  w h at  
is r ig h t  than in  g e t t in g  im m ed ia te  p leasure or happi
ness. T h e  foo lish  s e e k  im m ed ia te  p leasure w ithou t 
referen ce  to  th e  r ig h t or  true use o f  w h a t they  do. 
H en ce  all th e  tro u b le  a n d  m isery  w e  se e  arou n d  us.

T h e  m o st co m m o n  error o f  m en  and  w o m en  is th a t  
o f  lo o k in g  for  h a p p in ess so m ew h ere  outside o f usefulness. 
It never has been found when thus sought; and never will be 
while the world stands.—American Liberty.

I t  se e m s e v id e n t  th a t th e  order  ca lled  th e  K n ig h ts  o f  
L a b o r  is  lo s in g  g rou n d . C erta in ly  i t s  o fficia l head , 
G ra n d  M a ster  W o rk m a n  P o w d e r ly , has n o t th e  au th or
i t y  th a t  h e  h a d  tw e lv e  or s ix  m o n th s  a g o . Y e t  h e  
d o e s  n o t h e s ita te  to  sp ea k  v e ry  p la in ly  on  th e  d r in k  
q u estio n  ; to o  p la in ly  probab ly , fo r  his o w n  pop ularity . 
I f  h is  sp eech  is  not o v er-refin ed , it  is  a t  le a s t  fo r c ib le .  
In  a  r e c e u t  sp eech  a t  L y n n , M ass., h e  u sed  th e  fo llo w in g  
la n g u a g e  : “ H a d  I  1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  to n g u e s  a n d  a  th ro a t fo r  
each  to n g u e , I  w ou ld  sa y  to  e v er y  m an , w o m a n  and  
c h ild  h ere  t o - n ig h t : T h ro w  s tr o n g  d r in k  a s id e  as y o u  
w o u ld  an  o u n ce  o f  liq u id  h e ll. I t  sears the c o n sc ien ce  ; 
it d e str o y s  e v e r y th in g  i t  to u ch es. I t  reach es in to  th e  fa m ily  
c irc le  and  ta k es th e  w ife  y o u  had  sw o rn  to  p ro tect and  
drags h er  d ow n  from  h e r  p u r ity  in to  th a t  hou se  fro m  
w h ich  n o  d e c en t w o m a n  e v e r  g o e s  a liv e . I t  in d u ces th e  
fa th er  to  ta k e  th e  fu rn itu re  fr o m  h is  hou se, ex ch a n g e  it  
fo r  m o n e y  a t  th e  paw nshops and sp en d  th e  p ro ceed s in  
ru m . I t  d a m n s e v e r y th in g  it  to u ch es . I  h a v e  seen  i t  in  
e v er y  c i t y  e a st  o f  th e  M ississip p i R iv e r , and I  k n o w  
th a t  th e  m o st d a m n in g  curse to  th e  laborer is  th a t w h ich  
g u r g le s  fro m  th e  n e c k  o f  th e  b o tt le . I  h a d  rather be a t  
tb e  bead o f  an  org a n iza tio n  h a v in g  100,000 tem perate, 
h o n est, ea rn est m e n  than at th e  head  o f  an  organ iza tion  
o f  12,000,000 d r in k ers, w h eth er  m o d era te  or  an y  o th e r  
k in d . E v e r y  d im e  sp en t in  t h e  rum  sh o p  fu rn ish es a  
p a v in g -s to n e  fo r  h e ll. In  o n e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  co u n ty  in  
a  s in g le  y e a r  $ 1 7 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w a s sp en t fo r  liq u o r , and  it  
w a s e s t im a te d  th a t $ 1 1 ,000,000 o f  th e  a m o u n t ca m e  
from  th e  w o r k in g m e n .”— Presbyterian Observer.

B y  t h e  a n c ien ts  cou rage  w a s reg a rd ed  as p ra ctica lly  
th e  m ain  part o f  v ir t u e ; b y  us, th o u g h  w e  h op e w e a re  
n o  less b ra v e , p u r ity  is  so  regarded  n o w .
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TO OUR PATKOXR.
This number closes oar twelfth year o f  publication. 

T o all the friends that have so loyally stood by us in our I 
unpopular agitation o f n very unpopular and disagree
able subject, (its great importance rendering it not less  
disagreeable or unpopular), we extend heartfelt ac
knowledgm ent. M any that began th is fight for the  
rights o f  children have been gathered to their  fathers. 
B a t their m emory is em balm ed in our heart, and their 
good works still live .

T here w ill be a  thirteenth volume of The Alpha, if 
the Editor's strength  is sufficient. She goes away for a 
rest or change. I f  she recruits sufficiently the Septem 
ber number will appear prom ptly. I f  not, it m ay be delay* 
ed until the 15th o f  that m onth. In th e  m eantim e w e  
hope all our friends will find refuge from  th e  sum m er  
heat and the year's care and to il in som e “ pleasant valley  
or delectable m ountain ,”  or like ourselves, by “  the sound
in g  sea.” A n d  m ay we renew our strength like the 
ea g le , and be ready to  m oke farther onslaught on ig 
norance and the slavery o f  e ffete  custom  and oppres
siv e  w ro n g s. Vale.

T o the torrid beat o f  these sum m er m onths is charge
able m uch o f  the nervonsness and irritability that has 
found expression lately. A n  editor stands, os it were, 
with her finger on the pulse o f  her subscribers, a lbeit

every nerve in her body stands up la ooImsnm sa l d t  
toufl*. ready to  seffto or vassal* llot ouabsIsAMi 
ctOMML One good friend esya A s  hss done her IsS a 
secure subscriber*, wit howl taosass, that har mow Am 
not comm regularly ; sa d  ealsaa the three tohhsg n o ,  
here for the year can be fnmiebed. She s i  oaf east 
“ One reason, perhaps, for my losing them U, ihs a s  
has been wroagty addressed,** etc. Now, if ear gad 
friend had not been awfully hot and B B w ia fo ld h h  
would not have bean so unreasonable ss to hold i t n s  
lag rod over our devoted head, when frith the very Im  
number that failed to  arrive a penny postal card suit 
have pot that matter all right by telling as our a ld h  
in regard to  the name o f the street. W s are hot sat 
tired end nervous and irritable, and we ptewuw ta
re aeon able too. Ho we w ill coll It even, and get ratal 
end good natured, we trope.

IIUFjTn’8 HOW nil.
This institution  for working girls, where they ftsl 

■belter when out o f  employment and where they insy 
secure assistance in obtaining new aitustions, wet. with 
a great loss, J u ly  20th , in the death o f Jennie Cellini, 
its founder and faithful sustainer. Miss Collins t s  • 
m ost ac tiv e  and efficient worker for laboring women, u  
thousands who have been recipients o f her IhougtiMat 
ness an d  sheltering bounty can testify, fibs vm t 
wom an o f  practical good sense, unselfish and devoted h 
the oppressed and suffering o f her own sex. She nu4» 
the interest o f working women a careful study, and gav* 
the results o f  bar investigations to the public in • vol- 
nine o f  value and interest. Through her effort women 
were first em ployed in the B oston  post-office. Shewn 
a  recognized authority  in statistics in her line of work. 
She was fifty-eight years o ld , and her place cannot well 
be filled.

Hester M. Poole has severed her connection with the 
Rtligio-Philosophical Journal as editor of the column 
“ Woman and the Household,” which we regret. Her 
clear and fearless expression, and her faithfulncwtober 
convictions, has had a most tonic moral influence on bar 
numerous readers. We shall all miss her, most of ill 
The Alpha. Daring the eight years of efficient ser
vice she has been our steadfast friend, and from time 
to time has given us encouraging notices. I n her fare
well column she has made some commendatory remark* 
with a long extract from one of Elizabeth Kingsboryk 
“ Letters to Men.” For all of which we shall ever hold 
her in our heart in loving gratitude. In whatever field 
this talented sister may exercise her gifts, may socoew 
and happiness attend her, and we shall hope to hear asd 
recognize the fulfillment of our wish.
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HYGIENIC COLLEGE.
St. Louis is to have a H ygienic C ollege o f  Physician  

and Surgeons, Col. J . T . K . Hayward, President, and  
Susanna W . D odd, A . M ., M. D .,D ea n , with a  full corps 
o f incorporators and a faculty. The course o f  instruction  
to  be graded, and the tim e for a foil course three years. 
The plan o f  study is w ell la id  ou t, w ith clinical and hos
pital advantages. The dean w ill be remembered as the 
author o f  a valuable book, “ H ealth in th e  H ousehold .^  
(This book w ould be a blessing in every  fam ily .) W e  
wish th e  new  college success. I t  opens O ctober 4th. 
The dean's address is 4846 W ashington street, S t. 
Louis, Mo.

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT.
The first number o f  th is paper, whose m otto  proclaim s 

i t  to  he “ for th e  prom otion o f  godliness," is  a  new  de
parture for even a  religious paper. I t  opens bravely, as 
its  circular promised, for  social purity, parity o f  life ,  
heart, soul and thought, and does not hesitate  to m ake  
all professed Christians, as w ell as others, responsible for  
their lives, lives that are proclaimed by their  purity. I t  
is works th at reveal the hidden faith or w an t o f  holiness, 
and what is hidden w ill be revealed . L ong m ay Christian 
Thought liv e  and prosper. W e  feel it w ill be an im port
ant auxilary to  our work. Quarterly, price 20 cen ts per 
year. Address C aldw ell B rothers, Jackson ville , 111.

The N ational E ducational C on ven tion  was held in  
Chicago, from  the 10 th  to  the 16 th  o f  J n ly . T he a t
tendance o f teachers was said to  be 15,000; o f  th is  num 
ber only 1,000 were m en and 14,000 w om en . Y e t  o f  
the 37 appointed writers on the program m e o f  th e  
general m eeting only tw o  w ere w om en, and o f  36 officers 
on ly five  are w om en , and these a ll vice-presidents. In  this 
“ departm ent" o f  tw enty-six officers, s ix  are w om en, 
and only fifteen o f  the sixty-tw o w riters and speakers  
O f these fifteen w om en eleven are assigned t o  subjects 
connected w ith  elem entary schools, kintergarten, m usic, 
etc. Chicago Unity asks: “ Can i t  be that th e  brains and 
the sk ill and the kn ow led ge and the power to  treat w ell the  
them es o f  education, are really  appointed thus in  nature, 
or rather that the old  tradition o f  m an’s m astery has 
m uch to do w ith  it."  .

The old traditions y ie ld  slow ly  to  reason and progress, 
but yield they m ust. A n d  wom an is bound to  take her 
place side by side with m an. I t  w ill not in fu tu re  be a  
question o f  sex , but o f  capacity, acquirem ent and  sk ill 
in all th e  labors o f  life . W ho is best equipped, w ho has 
th e  largest capacity o f  fa ithfu lness, w ho has the m o st  
skill? L e t them  com e to  th e  front and take their proper  
places and become our teachers and leaders.

SANITARY.
The board o f  health o f  th e  c ity  o f  B rooklyn recently  

appointed a com m ittee to test the efficiency o f  the 
P ietsch  Se w er Trap. T h is com m ittee reported so favor
ably that th e  board o f  health g ave  a proper recognition o f  
a very m eritoriou s invention .

T he peculiar advantage o f th is invention is in a “ relief, 
valve " which, by its autom atic action, serves to equalize 
the air pressure w ith in  and w ithout the apparatus, 
should there b e  any occasion for i t ,  thereby preventing  
the danger o f  siphoning, w hich is  one o f  the com m onest 
accidents to  w hich traps are liab le , against w h ich  m any  
o f  them  afford no efficacious protection. T his trap is  
m ade o f  glass or brass, and can be easily rem oved. A ll  
traps sh ou ld  occasionally  be cleaned to prevent delete
rious accum ulations.

T h is in v en tio n  is  lik ely  to prove a great sanitary  
blessing in d w ellin g  houses and w ork  shops, preventing  
th e  absorption o f  sew er g a s  or m alaria by the inm ates.

Shall m inisters m arry y o u n g ?  W e  have decided  
opinions on th is subject, b u t have not th e  courage to  ex
press them . T h e  United. Presbyterian has, how ever, and  
it  says: “ I t  som etim es happens that students hurry away  
from  the sem inary to tb e  m arriage occasions, as i f  th e y  
w ere the first desirable objects to  be realized, finding  
afterwards, as th ey  w ere in danger o f  doing, that i t  is 
not so easy a m atter to  ‘ lead about a  w ife  ’ as they  had  
im agined . B u t, w h en  on e  is  called  and settled , the im 
p lication  is that he is to  receive enough salary to  support, 
n o t h im self alone, bu t h im self and fam ily; and  then the  
dom estic arrangem ent seem s to  be th e  one th a t  is  natural 
and looked  for. Som e pastors who are forced in to  bache
lorhood take on hab its w h ich  interfere w ith  the best per
form ance o f  th e ir  duties, and from  w hich n o th in g  can  
save them , e ither a t  th e  outstart or afterw ards, but a  
g o o d  w ife  g iv en  them  from  th e  L ord.”—  Christian Reg
ister.

I t  is  m ost extraordinary th a t th e  editor o f  a  relig iou s  
paper should ha v e  convictions, w ithout courage o f  e x 
pression, on  such a  v ita l subject. W  by  should y ou n g  
m inisters “ hasten  to  m arry ” w ithout an y  certain ty  or  
ev en  prospect o f  support for a  fam ily  ? A ll  th is  sup
posed necessity for  rash conduct show s how  u tterly  in 
com plete has been the education o f  you n g  m in isters, as 
w ell as o th er  you n g  m en. T hat th ey  “  hasten to  m arry ”  
to  save th em se lv es from  “ bad habits,"  so they  hasten  to  
se lect th e  brightest and m ost beautiful w om an o f  their  
acquaintance, and to  save them selves they proceed to  w ear  
out a  delicately-organized  life  prem aturely. T his is  
about the truth o f  th e  m atter . A n d  w h at o f  the o ff
spring o f  such a  carnal union ? T his reca lls th e  experi
en ce, som e years ago , o f  th e  secretary o f  th e  B oard o f  
H om e M issions. H e  received  an appeal for help from  a 
1oornout minister, “  w ith  a  sick w ife  and th irteen scrofulous
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ch ild rm .”  W hat a com m ent on th is  m in isters  life, and  
th e  w ife  g iv en  h im  b j  th e  Lord. Shall w e not regard  
the m inister’s  w ornoot condition , h is sick  w ife  and th ir
teen scrofulous ch ildren  th e  liv in g  exponents and  ootr  

.  dem nation o f  th e ir  unholy  m arital l ife  ? W h e n  w ill th e  
tim e com e w hen an in v a lid  w ife , sick ly  or  v icious  
children w ill be a  reproach to  an y  m an, then b r ig h t ,  
cheerful, v igorou s w ife , an d  m other, w ill  c la im  in te lle c 
tual com radeship w ith  their husbands, thereb y  m utu a lly  
rejoicing in strong and  virtuous offspring ? W hen shall 
w e have a  class o f  y o u n g  m en not conceived  in  s in , w ho  
w ill be to  w ell instructed as to  kn ow  bow  to  m ake go o d  
and econom ical use o f  all th e ir  supposed n e cess it ie s , and  
n o t w aste their  a w n  en erg ies , nor th e  h ea lth  o f  w ife  and  
children by m isd irected  expenditures ? N o t  t i l l  the law s  
o f  l ife  are taught in  a ll our sch oo ls, an d  teachers are  
w iser than now , and m inisters, and C hristian editors n o t  
only  h ave  opinions,  but convictions and courage to  express  
them  and liv e  th em .— E d.

QUESTIONS
Editor of the Alpha :

I have read yoar paper, more or less, for several rears, and hare been 
deeply impressed wilh jour sincerity and earnestness, bat hare not been 
able to come to joor conclusions

Yoar premises, that v e  should strive to make oarselves pare, and es
pecially that parity in the sex-relations should mark the beginning of 
all human existences, I accept and emphasize as much as it is passible I 
for yoa to do, bat as near as I make oat, you look atihe subject of parity j 
from a different standpoint than myself. I  am willing to learn, and, i 
I trust yon will be willing to answer my qne-uons candidly and folly, 
and I will try and enter into your feelings and examine the subject 
through yoar lens.

Do yoa bold that the desire for sexual commerce, as experienced by 
healthy, well-balanced people, is impure? If  so, on the gronod that 
children should not crane except in parity, how do yoa justify the hav
ing of them at all ? I t  seems to me that the Shaker conclusion must 
follow that premise. On the other hand, if the feeling is held as pore, j 
is not the act of gratifying pure emotions necessarily pore? I f  that 
ground is taken, I do not see how yon can object to coition on the 
ground of imparity.

Samuel Blodgett,
Grahamville, Marion Co, Fla.

REPLY.

Im pure in  itse lf, b y  no  m eans. T hat d esire  w as im 
planted in our n atu re b y  a  w iser  and broader beneficence  
than our finite m in d s. A n d  w hen leg itim a te ly  ex
pressed, for its leg it im a te  ob ject, is  a  d iv in e  fire. W h en  
held  in abeyance to  reason and conscience, a n d  o n ly  e x 
pressed w h en  th e  best possib ilities o f  both  parties are  
in  fu ll p o w er  and a  fru itfu l union desired , such circum 
stan ces w ill secure to  th e  offsp rin g  th e  best inh eritan ce | 
th a t each parent is  capable o f  b estow in g . T h ere  can be  j 
no im parity  in  th e  expression  o f  such  a passion  for  a  
creative  o b je c t.

C oition  is  n o t  in  i t s e lf  im p u r e ; i t  becom es so  b y  i t s  
perversion , and un h o ly , un th ink in g  repetition w ithou t the  
desire for procreation . A  m ajority  o f  sen sn a l couples  
se e k  to  avo id  concep tion  a n d  con sid er  a  fruitful co ition  
a  corse, se lf-in d u lg en ce  b e in g  th e  o n ly  ob ject, n o t for

the creation o f  an im m ortal, w ho shoold r g t b a g ,  
is te n e e  an d  m ake th e  world b etter  for his healthy, H u .  
beautifu l sou l h a v in g  found a  temporary roniag ^  
grow in g  place upon its  surface w ith  kindred m k  

“ G od m ade m an upright, b a t be hath sought <rat am* 
in v en tio n s .”  T he m o st aw fn l in  its conseqnencM *  
race is  the perversion o f  sex  to  sensuality, whee its anp. 
nal design  w as to  b e  th e  orig in  o f  life . Perversion d m  
is  im parity , h a t  so  a lm o st universal and long t e i n  
has b een  th e  h ab it o f  associating sensuality with sex. thu 
w e y ie ld  in  ou r  ignorance to  unreasoning impnhst, a i  
consider it “ natural”  or uncc*$s erg." B at who is asbnt? 
W h o h as n o t  g o n e  o a t  o f  th e  way ? W ho of as hn mi 
inherited lo st ? A n d  w h o  are wise or learned in the m  
and application  o f  se x ?  are questions It would btndl 
for a ll t o  a sk  o f  th e ir  secret son], and wait for a re
sponse that throw s lig h t  upon th e  subject o f  good am 
fo r  a ll o a r  fa cu lties a n d  endow m ents. It is the <r)t 

| w ay  to  happiness.
C hildren r igh tly  born, are certain ly desirable.—Kk

Years of Ex feriesce : An Autobiographical Narrative. frG a^  
in n  Bruce Kirby. Near York: G. P. Putnam’s f r a  fas. 
d o th , $L25.

M rs. K irb y , w h o  la te ly  passed to  spirit life frost Santa 
Cruz, Ca!., has le ft a  la stin g  m onum ent in this intern
in g  narrative  o f  her early  experiences. She was bore 
in E n g la n d  ea r ly  in  th is  cen tu ry  and came to this eon- 
try  as a  g o v ern ess  w ith  an E n g lish  fam ily when quiet 
y o u n g  w om an . T h e  first years w ere spent in Qnuh  
E arly  in life  she quarreled  w ith  th e  dogm as o f the ehara 
and th o u g h t h e r se lf  o a t  o f  i t ; b e in g  nntnrally progrs- 
s iv e  sh e fe ll  in w ith  the b est thinkers o f  the time tnd 

| w a s o n e  o f  th e  B r o o k  Farm  Com m unity;
M rs. K irb y  d ev o tes severa l interesting chapters to the 

I life  a t B ro o k  F arm . T h ere  are m any parts of penned 
le tte r s  q u o ted  t h a t  w ere  written by Margaret Falter h 

I M rs. K irb y . M an y  id ea s  th a t seem  old  to os we find an 
co m p a ra tiv e ly  n ew . O n p age  153 she says

“ I t  w a s from  M r. L . that w e first heard o f  the superior 
p o w er  o f  th e  m o th er  o v e r  th e  character and mind of 
th e  unborn c h ild . W o m a n  had so  far been crediei 
w ith  th e  d isp o sit io n , th e  tem per, o f  her offspring, vhb  
the in te llec t  w as sa id  to  com e from  the father, or if 
n o t from  th e  father, then from  the grandfather or 
u n cle , or  som e o th e r  m ale  ancestor. T he mother whan 
every  th o u g h t an d  em otiou  had circulated throogh the 
ch ild  in unbroken seq o en ce  d a r in g  the whole period <f 
i t s  an te -n a ta l ex is ten ce , w a s supposed to  have no effect 
on its m in d . S h e  m ig h t b e  an  im m ature, indolent,aeftfidi 
girl. I t  m a d e  n o  d ifference. T he children were tbs 
father's an d  represented h im  ju s t  as th ey  took his name. 
E vil-d isp osed  children w ere so  o f  their own deliberate 
choice; w eak -m in d ed  o n es w ere  the result o f mysteriw 
P rov id en ce. T h e  parents, especia lly  th e  mother, ooold 
in  now ise  have  m odified  th e  facts. A n d  the other theoiy 
th a t  c h ild ren  had equal capabilities, and that the sod 
was a  sh ee t o f  w h ite  pap er, on  w h ich  parents and teach
ers m ig h t w rite, h e  pronounced m ost false. The truth



[August i, 1887.] THE ALPHA. 11

lay on the other side, parents were responsible if they 
ouly knew it, for their inefficient, sickly, unlovable 
children. The mother, through her longer and closer 
relation to the unborn (nature endows the gestating 
woman with abnormal sensitiveness), held the balance 
of power in her own hands, and was, in a sense, more 
accountable than the man.

“This was the most important news yet; for if by the 
study of, and obedience to law the next generation 
could be an improvement on the present, this nation 
might have its 'rise and progress’ without any ‘decliue.’

“Never, in my most miserable moments, had I wished 
I were a man, and now the natural sentiment which was 
my ‘ruling love’ sprang forward with pride to account 
for this.

“It was, however, a pity that so much valuable infor
mation was communicated in so hard and dogmatic a 
spirit. Still, the seed sown by these reformers crept 
slowly into our literature, and from it may be traced the 
general intelligence on the subject of the inherited ten
dencies which prevails at the present time among 
thoughtful Americans.”—Religio-Philosophical Journal.

ME.
MBS. E . B . S H E P H E R D .

“ My son, give me thy heart.” Who is this Me spoken 
o f ?

Sitting a little child in their midst Jesus said, “ Who
soever shall receive one such child in my name reeeiveth 
me; and whosoever shall receive me, reeeiveth not me, 
but him that sent me.”

Mind you, not in the name of love, nor health, nor 
physical necessity, nor “ marital rights,” nor “ legal 
rights,” nor lawful pleasures,” nor any other conceivable 
trumped up excuse, but in the name Son o f  M an. Who
soever receives one such Son o f  Man receives not a son 
of roan, but God himself.

We are to give our hearts to children, not to selfish 
interests and pleasures. Our children are our God’s and 
will rise up in judgment some day to condemn us if we 
think more of ourselves than we do of them.

How many men beget children because they wish 
to see and receive God ? Rather is not the motive 
desire for sensuous gratification, with the heart given 
to self instead of to a Son of Man ?

How many women are free to see God (ouly good) 
in their children? Are women not rather legal slaves 
compelled to look on images of Demons ? Slaves own 
nothing, hence can give nothing. Are our women not 
slaves, having no hearts to give and no God to give 
them to ?

Where the heart is there is the treasure., What 
treasures have you laid up where your God (your chil
dren) shall reward you ? Are these treasures of strong 
constitutions,abundant vitality, amiable dispositions,self- 
control, talent, sound minds in sound bodies, treasures, 
hidden treasures, that you searched for, cultivated and 
garnered in your own body and soul, to hand down to 
the God of the heart, your children ?

Or have you wasted your substance in riotous living 
with the wife of your bosom, until nothing but the husks 
of ignoble manhood can be transmitted to children ? 
(Goa manifest in the flesh).

Have you compelled your wife to bear children faster 
than her strength could eudure, faster than her best 
judgment dictated, faster than good of the children 
(to say nothing of any other reason) demanded ? And 
will not the Gods (children) so wronged visit for these 
things ?

Are our children impure, ungodlike, sensual, devilish ? 
Don’t blame them. The promise is, “ the pure in heart 
shall see God,” not in a future world but in this world, 
and if we do not see God in our children it is because 
we were not pure ourselves.

“ I have said, ye are gods,” (Ps. lxxxii 6)., and if we 
do not like tho looks and actions of our gods, the remedy 
is, “ Make the tree good, for the tree is known by its 
fruit.” “ The kingdom of heaven is within you,” in
cluding all the laws by which it may be developed. 
Some of those laws may be fouud in the Bible, but not 
all. Had they been the “ world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written.”

Though every Bible in tho world should be destroye d 
the kingdom of heaven would still remain, to be known 
and read of all meu who choose to study it with teach
able minds.

A land as full as ours of asylums, jails, reform schools 
and courts of justice does not speak well for the gods 
we have borne unto ourselves, and the use we have 
put the Bible to, to say nothing of the laws of the Creator 
revealed outside of the Bible.

The trouble is, we are praying and preparing to meet 
a God of the imagination in some far-of sphere after 
death, instead of learning how to “ receive him that 
sent Ale ” in the persons of our children

It is time the churches were waking up to the study 
of heredity, of physiology, of all science, that “ hand
maid of religion,” which teaches the laws for developing 
that “ kingdom of heaven within us,” written outside 
the Bible, yet in harmony with it,—a kingdom of 
heaven within us, not “ way up in the sky,” with a little 
child for its God and king.

“ 1 d o n ’t  s e e  a n y t h i n g  t o  l i v e  f o b , ”  
is the woebegone remark of the man who is enjoined 
to be “ continent except for procreation.” Live, sir, 
because you cannot help yourself. Live because God 
wants you to live, because lie put you here. Live to 
please God. Busy yourself in finding out what you 
came into the world for. Live to receive “ one such 
child in my name.” When you have come into'this 
state of mind and merged S e lf  in M e, the world will 
become to you a beautiful world ; you will see a thou
sand things worth living for. Like a child denied by 
its parents a coveted toy, you will not die because 
denied your darling sensual pleasure, but you will look 
about for some other plaything, “ some other peg to 
hang your hopes upon.” Pleasures you little dream of 
await you, wheu the glare and glitter of lust is swept 
away from your present passion-dazed eyes. You are 
blind now and do not see anything attractive in a little 
child that you should desire it, but that is no excuse for 
you. Livo to ploase God, and great shall be your reward.

He that is a good man is three-quarters of his way 
towards being a Christian, wheresover he lives or what
soever he is called.
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LET REASON GUIDE.
“Mortals whose pleasures are their only care,

First wish to be imposed on, and then are.”
A  recen t w r iter  says: “ T o  th e  m o th er , children are  

as n atu ra lly  born in  pain a s t h e y  are c o n c e iv ed  in  
pleasu re . H ere  p leasu re  u lt im a te s  in  pain . I f  th e  
d esire , or  p lea su re , w as n o t  d esig n ed  as a  b a it to  secu re  
th a t w h ich  r e s u lts  in  pain , all our id e a s  o f  d esig n  fa ll to  
th e  g ro u n d , lik e  app les, and th e  pu re a th e ist  h a v e  i t ,  i. e.} 
creation  th o u g h  c o in c id e n c e .”

I t  se e m s probab le  th a t  th is  v o ic e s  th e  se n tim e n t o f  
m a n y  in te ll ig e n t  p eo p le . F o r  F-merson says: “ T h e  
p reserv a tio n  o f  the sp ec ies  w a s a p o in t  o f  such .n ecessity  
that nature has secured  i t  a t  a ll h azards b y  im m en se ly  
o v e r lo a d in g  th e  p a ss io n , a t t h e  r isk  o f  p erp e tu a l crim e  
an d  d isord er .”

A n  ed ito r ia l sta ff co rresp o n d en t o f  th e  N e w  Y o r k  
Tribune, in  co n v ersa tio n  w ith  t h e  w r iter  a w h ile  s in ce  
ex p ressed  p r e c ise ly  th e  sa m e  th o u g h t  w h ic h  is  here  
qu oted  from  E m erso n . E m erso n  a lso  sa y s: “ S om e  
persous are n o t  w ise  a t a ll  hours, a n d  w il l  sp ea k  
l iv e  t im e s  fro m  h a s te  o r  hu m or, to  o n c e  from  th e ir  
rea l rea so n .”  A n d  d o es  n o t  th e  sa m e  occu r  a t  
t im e s ,  to  so m e  w riters ? In  th e  first p lace, t e s t im o n y  
sh o w s th a t n ot a ll  ch ild ren  are born  in  p a in . A n d  I  
b e lie v e  th at w h en  th e  l ig h t  w ill be tu rn ed  o n  w h ic h  d is 
c lo se s  th e  tru e  in w a rd n ess o f  a ll a c tio n s, and  th e ir  rela 
tion  t o  u n iv ersa l la w s, i t  w il l  be  fo u n d  as a  rule th a t  
w h er e  pa in  resu lts from  p rev io u s  p leasu re , th e  p lea su re  
w a s e ith er  u n la w fu l, or  w a s  p u rsued  to  e x ce ss , w h ic h  it
s e l f  is  tra n sg ress io n . In  d e te rm in in g  w h a t is  la w fu l in  
th is  case  it  is  n ecessa ry  t o  ta k e  in to  con sid era tio n  t im e ,  
p la c e  and circumstances, w i t h  conditions a u d  r e la tio n s  
o f  t h e  parties.

S o m e  p leasu res are in n o c e n t  o f  h a rm  to  a n y  o n e . 
T h o se  w h o  in d u lg e  in  fo rb id d en  p leasu res, run in  d e b t  
t o  t h e  fu tu r e , and  w h e th e r  fo r b id d e n  or in n o ce n t, i f  
p a r ties  se e k  to  e v a d e  the la w  o f  p roper co m p en sa tio n , 
w h a t  m a r v e l i f  the p a y m e n t b e  E xacted  in  p a in .

Is  m ere  sen su a l p lea su re  a  proper m o tiv e  for so  re 
sp o n s ib le  an  a c t  as th e  o r ig in a tio n  o f  hum an l ife  ? A  
l if e  w h ich  it  is  u n la w fu l fo r  m o rta ls  to  ta k e  a w a y  and  
w h ic h  is  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  ca reer  fr a u g h t  w ith  im 
m e n se  co n seq u en ces  for w e a l Or, for  w o e , t o  a  b e in g  o f  
l ik e  ca p a c ity  fo r  j o y  or  su ffe r in g  w ith  o u rse lv es , n o  sm all 
part o f  w h o se  p lea su re  o r  p a in  w il l  fo r  a  lo n g  tim e  
d e p e n d  upon th e  con d u ct o f  th e  p r o sp ec tiv e  parents.

I f  n o t, i t  fo l lo w s  th at th e  p lea su re  o f  th e  b e g in 
n in g  w a s  n o t d esig n ed  a s a  b a it  to  secu re  w h a t m u st end  
in  p a in . F a r  o th e r w ise . S u ch  a  m o t iv e  m a k es  h u m a n  
l ife  a  m e r e  a c c id e n t, d e p e n d in g  on lu st  o f  th e  grossest  
k in d , i f  th e r e  be n o  h ig h er  o b je c t in  th e  act thau  th e  
m o m en ta ry  g ra tifica tio n  o f  tb e  b e g in n in g . T h e  sam e  
m o tiv e  m a k e s  g lu tto n s , d ru n k a rd s , m u rd erers, id io ts , 
th ie v e s , lib er tin es , cr ip p les , p r o stitu te s , and a li th e  cr im es  
an d  v ic e s  o f  m o rta lity .

T h e  p o e t w e ll  says:
“ Not enjoyment, and not sorrow 

Js our destined end or way,
But to act, that each to-morrow,

Find us further than to day.”
I t  w a s  a  m a x im  I  le a r n e d  in  sc h o o l. P u rsu e  p lea su re  

a n d  i t  w ill fly  from  y o u f l e e  fro m  it  an d  i t  w il l  pursue

y o u . P eo p le  w ho m ake present pleasure the object of 
life  are daw dlers and triflers, and without motive to re. 
je c t  v i le  tem p ta tio n s in w hich th ey  seek pleasure. That 
e v er y  g o o d  has a fixed  and definite price, and evert 
pleasu re  m u st be paid for , is  th e  universal and immnta. 
b le  law  o f  co m p en sation . It is the attempt to enjoy 
th e  good  or the p leasure w ith o u t paying its equivalent 
in  u se fu l serv ice , w h ich  creates so much confusion, ine
qu ality , opp ression , and unjust suffering in tbe present 

■life.
T h u s th e  n o m in a l C h ristian , seeking the honor, glory, 

a n d  rew ard  o f  a  fo llo w er  o f  Jesus without doing the 
w orks w h ic h  fo rm ed  h is character, is easily deceived by 
a  system w h ic h  prom ises h im  a miraculous transforma
tion  so m etim e  w h en  th e  good  th ings o f this world can 
n o  lo n g er  be en jioyed ; and th e  reward of the highest 
v ir tu e  w ith o u t h a v in g  practiced  that virtue, through 
th e  m e r its  an d  g o o d  w ill o f  O ne who did practice the vir- 
tu e  a n d  form  th e  character by good works, which alone 
can  purchase th e  c o v e te d  rew ard . Being blind to the 
e tern a l la w  o f  ju s t ic e , w hich declares that every one 
w ill b e  f in a lly  r ew a r d e d  according to  works, good or 
e v il ,  a n d  h a v in g  a  fa lse  standard within for the testing 
o f  p r in c ip les , h e  can b e lie v e  m ost anything his heart ii 
se t  upon fo r  se c u r in g  p leasure.

T h e  desire  for ease  a n d  for carnal pleasure go together; 
h en ce  th o se  w h o  se e k  th e  la tter  try to shun the toil and 
burd en  w h ich  in  th e  proper course of nature wouldfol* 
lo w  a  cer ta in  act, and operate  to  som e extent as ached 
u p o n  an  e x c e ss iv e  d esire  fo r , and exclusive pursuit of i 
p leasu re . A n d  i t  i s  n otor ious that those with whom I 
p leasu re  is th e  c h ie f  o b je c t frequently  become'murder- 
ers, or  breed  m urderers, w h ich  is iu effect the same,in 
th e ir  efforts to  secu re  th e  p leasure and avoid the font 
w h ic h  w o u ld  e x a c t  d u e  com pensation  in care and labor. 
B u t  su ch  sh o rts ig h ted n e ss  on ly  piles up debts faster, 
w it h  k e e n e st a g g ra v a tio n , an d  postpones payment, which 
w ill  be  e x a c te d  w ith  usury  upon usury, and necessarily 
so , t o  cure th e  d isea se .

T h e  fa c t th at to o  s tr o n g  a desire for the pleasured 
th e  b e g in n in g  o p era tes to  d e fea t th e  end proposed, 
ta k e n  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  fact th at there are rational 
c o n sid e r a tio n s  a d a p ted  t o  secure that end, while tbe 
fo rm er  a s a  m o tiv e  is  u tte r ly  unworthy of a rational and 
r e f le c t iv e  b e in g , m a k es  the argum ent conclusive to my 
u n d ersta n d in g  th a t  w h a tev e r  the design of Infinite 
W isd o m  in  c o n fe rr in g  th e  pleasure, it could not hate 
b een  fo r  t h e  purpose n a m ed . B u t its  transient charae- 
ter , and  th e  fa c t  that i t  w ith d ra w s from the blood and 
n e r v e s  th e  m o st  h ig h ly  v ita lized  essence of health, 
stren g th , a n d  m o tio n , in d ica tes that i t  is the effect of i 
ca u se  d e s ig n e d  t o  im part life  to  be continued iu another 
o rg a n ism , a  life , a ll o f  w h o se  norm al operations should 
be p lea su ra b le  in stea d  o f  p a in fu l, i f  performed in order 
and u n d e r  w ise  d irec tio n  o f  enligh tened reason.

I  am  d eb a rred  b o th  b y  fa ith  and principle from advo
c a t in g  g e n e ra tio n , k n o w in g  th ere  is  far too much pas
s io n a l p r o c liv ity  in  th a t d irec tio n  for  the good of many 
l iv in g , and o f  th o s e  w h o  w il l  com e after them. Iaui 
o n e  o f  & c la ss d e d ic a ted  to  abstinence, that we may 
sh e d  fo r th  in  th e  w o r ld  a  pure m agnetism  and a power 
o f  G o d  in  se lf-co n tro l, w h ic h  shall aid those who strive
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mm) iwniatntljr h> gofff* (M r in-
o f U h ifV t m 4 i t a i i i w ul thereby, 

j l o  iĵ nirv for pwiiriijr tlo love of looooool child- 
with th«ir |w > lt v i j i  and tender attecfi* M, the 

jd lfv for wore coMpMkoM, or fur a rtitf of oorofort to 
tarn Mm in oU ug«? the pirMtorv **f iwH ofi instruct* 
\mtL end rmng o n  worthy motive* oof-
IdoRlIjr iir a u  with many to wotw the continuation 
c l the m o. An«l if ouch peosooetivo pom U  will be 
Milled by their beet reason, study the la we and condl- 
tlorn of heredity, aad conform their conduct to the 
high girt waduei pieced in their enderet coding, having 
regard to the wen are o f their helpless offspring rather 
than to their own o lh b  pleasure, they will produce i  
vaee o f being* morally and intallaetnally euperior to 
the aeeidente of I net. A race that will know and prac
tice doe eobjeetloe to parental authority—who will love 
refinement and culture, aixl lie duly grateful for the life 
conferred upon them, having no occasion to ark, “ 1* 
life worth living ?** Children who will feel it a privi
lege to reward their parents in old age for service per-| 
fanned on themselves In their tender year*. For so 
long aa Ilka produces like, lust will produce lust, selfish* 
new will bear sellish fruit, and kindness and self-sacrifice 
will bear kindness, gratitude, and diainforesteduesa. 
The fruit invariably provea the nature of the parent- 
stock which produced it, for such is the law of creation.

A. 0 . HoLUSTMR.

LETTER FROM J. H. CALDWELL.
Knrroa A lpha ; Your kind end encouraging le t

ter, in response to our artic le  on Social l'urity, received 
and appreciated vary highly indeed. T i l l  Alpha is 
u real Inspiration, and I nave been greatly helped and I 
instructed by its teachings, w hich in the niuin are pure 
and helpful. Like the ten  (opera that were cleansed, 
only one returned to glorify G od, so out o f  ten  bene
fited by right teaching, possibly less than one in ten will 
be heard from ; and th is is more especially  true o f  teach
ing in regard to  p o lity . I sent letters to th irty  or more 
people o f  prom inence. From  the m ost o f  them  I  re
ceived no reply at all, which would he discouraging, 
except for the fact that the good  letters received  more 
than outw eigh all the silence m anifested by th e  others ; 
snd the further cheering fact that one o f  the proudest 
ministers to  whom I sent a circular, and from w hom  I  
received no reply (and  feared lie did not favor the truth), 
came to me personally and said, ** I received your c ir 
cular, snd am delighted w ith its  princip les; th ink it  is 
o f the highest im portance, and expect to  indorse it fu l
ly .” This grand Christian man preaches purity  from  
his pulpit in unm istakable language, and his touching  
reaches to the precinct o f  hom e, uud pleads e loquently  
for its purity. From  what ho said, I understand that 
my article was the first that h is attention had been 
called to the m atter o f  continence except for o ffspring, 
and to  two or three other points. I knew before that lie  
was a grand character, and that he favorod purity ill a

fgeneral w a y ; but I was d e lig h ted  to ho assured pn vuto- 
y by him, and then publicly in one o f  his serm ons, that 

he favored the m ost radical and im portant truth on the  
subject. 1 have felt called o f  God to th e  work, and  
feel that H e is in it ,  lead ing and b lessin g , and that it

will la  now ise fail. 1 love  th e  w ork, and as I w rite  
and set type , etc., I feel a  real inspiration. I have  c o n 
tem plated th e  m atter for a num ber o f  years, but it did  
out seetu that th e  tim e had onm e until th e  present.
I see  the reason for it now . T ho Lord did not w an t  
m e to  waste m y t im e  and m oney in useless w ork— and  
work is about useless, I th ink , th at does not reach th e  
root o f  the e v il— this I have learned from  T i l l  A li'Ha and  
Din L ew is’s  “  C hastity .” I feel like spreading th e  grand  
truth to  every hum an being . I am  acquainted with pro* 
fsseed Christians (Very go o d , consc ien tiou s m en too , but 
ignorant o f  tlie  truth in regard to th e  aoxual nature), 
who h ave  lost th e ir  w ives by m istrea tin g  them . T h ey  
consider it a dispensation  o f  I’rovidenoe, but i t  w as 
un in ten tion a l m urder. N o t long  sin ce  anoth er  C hristian  
man w ith  tw o  little hoys, appealed to  m o to  secure a  
hom o for one or both o f  nis m otherless boys. Upon in 
quiry 1 learned that tla-re was less than  a year's d iffe r 
ence in the iragos. I was d isgu sted  w ith  th e  poor m an's 
ignorance, and to ld  him  it was h is duty to take care o f  
his ch ild ren , instead o f p u ttin g  them  o tf  on som e one  
e lse , w hile he should  look for unother poor g ir l foolish  
enough to marry him . B u t I d o  not w ish  to w eary yo u  
w ith a  recital o f  occurrences w ith  w hich you are m uch  
hotter acquain ted  than I am , hut w ish to  speak o f  tw o  
or three strong opponents o f  th e  doctrino o f  purity be
tw een husband and  w ife. T h is they do n ot-ad m it, how 
ever, and it  m ig h t he m ore proper to say that they are  
strong oppoents o f  tho doctrine o f  eontinenco exoept for  
offspring, and have a d ifferent standard o f  purity. * * * 

N ow  a little  friend ly  a d v ice  for the g o o d  o f  tho 
cause. Tho letters to  m en arc grand and oontain  m uch  
that is excellen t and important, hu t co u ld n 't th e y  bo 
im proved , at least sometimes, by “ b oilin g  dow n " 
a little ? I f  her reference to tho dunce could  have  been  
left o u t, w h ich  v irtually  approved that v ile  p ractice, I 
th in k  it would havo been im proved . D a n c in g  is  well 
know n to bo u groat en em y  to  purity , and to  even  tac
itly  sanction such an en em y in T ub A lpha cannot but 
he hurtful. I  would om it such articles os th a t from  th e  
8w edenbourg friend ; ev id en tly  a  corrupt and abom i
nable character. Huch teach ing as lie  g iv e s  is bew ilder
ing to those d esir in g  to live  pure, but have many obstacles  
to contend  w ith and o v ercom e. T he advertisem ent o f  
the M agnetic  V e s t  m ay be a recom m endation o f  a m eri
torious article— w e are not prepared to say it isn 't— but 
the probab ilities are aga in st it. A t any rate, I  regret 
to see  the pages o f  o n e  A lpha after an oth er  niarrccT by  
that beautifu l y o u n g  lady, luced in to  fash ion ab le  d e 
form ity . I t  is bud enough  to  see  su ch  in th e  fash ion  
plates o f  foolish  m agazin es for  foolish  people, and  th ey  
should be exclud ed  from  so good  a paper as T ub A lpha. 
I am  suro y o u  h ave  not th o u g h t o f  these th ings, and I  
o n ly  suggest th em  for th o  gen era l g o o d . A n d  a n o th er  
th in g  ; try to  look at tho bright s id e . D o n 't  be d is 
couraged; I f  you  do , d o n ’t g iv e  w a y  to  i t  in  Tm s 
A lpha. Y ou uro d o in g  a grand and  nob le w ork, G od  
will tuko care o f  i t  and you too, i f  you  fu lly  tru st him . 
I lik e  the nob le  sen tim ent o f  th e  m an w h o  w r o te  a  
treatise on m oney, Mr. K e llo g g , I  b e liev e  ; w h en  ad 
vised n ot to  write it, that i t  would not be popular or pay
in g  he sa id  : “  I f  I  kn ew  that by uot w r itin g  it  I  co u ld  
m ake a m illion  dollars, and th at by w ritin g  it I  shall be
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forced to  liv e  on a  crust o f  bread , I  w ill'w r ite  i t .”  I  
desire to  see  T he A lpha g o  on, and to see its  prosperity  
increase m ore and m ore. I  believe it  to  be w orthy. 
A s  soon as I  can I  desire to  help  it  financially . M ay  
G od bless you  and ch eer  your heart in all your noble  
labors to  e le v a te  and en lig h ten  h is creatures.

Y ou rs for a sa lva tion  th at saves from  all sin ,
J .  B . Caldwell.

RING THE ALARM BELL.
H appy are the fathers w h o take their son s in to  com pan

io n sh ip , and happy are the sons th a t are so treated from  
their ch ild h ood  up. W  e kn ow  a fa th er  who has three sons, 
and w ho, not l ik in g  to le t them  p lay  in  child hood'w ith  
th e  k in d  o f  boys around them , p layed  w ith  th em  h im 
s e lf  in their ch ild ish  am u sem en ts. T w o . o f  th ese  sons  
are successfu l m in isters o f  the G ospel, and one a publisher  
o f  relig iou s books.

A n o th er  father w e  k n ew  w h o took  h is  boys an d  th e ir  
cousins lo n g  w a lk s  to  see  b eau tifu l scen ery , or accom pa
n ied  them  on fish ing excursions. H o w  m uch those boys 
learned abou t tree s, flow ers, an im als and fishes, and h o w  
m uch health  and  pleasure th e y  g a in ed , can not b e  esti
m ated , but they  are now  in  g o o d  health , several years 
beyond  th ree  score and ten . T hat father w atch ed  
th e  " y ou n g  id eas” and in sw ee t-to n ed  lessons and confi
dentia l a d v ices ta u g h t those id ea s  h o w  to “ sh o o t.”

A n o th e r  father m ade h is son his close com panion . 
T hey w ere alm ost a lw ays to g e th er , and w h en  on e  had to  
g o  on som e business jo u rn ey , the oth er  w o u ld  invariab ly  
g o  w ith h im  to  th e  co n v ey a n ce  and  k iss h im  a t p a rtin g , 
i f  i t  w ere  o n ly  for a  day. Su ch  anoth er exem p lary  son  
w e  n ev er  knew .

W e  h a v e  k n o w n  m an y  fa th ers w h o  h a v e  paid no  at
tention  to th e ir  son s, bu t a llow ed  th em  to  g o  w ith  an y  
com pany th e y  choose, w ith o u t w a rn in g  or a d v ice , and  
w h o se  teach in gs by exam ple w ere h o w  to  drink , sm ok e, 
sw ear, e tc . T h e a lm ost certain  ruin o f  son s so trea ted  
w e h a v e  very  often  seen  and deplored.

G en era lly  sp ea k in g , i t  is  the m o th er  w h o  h a s th e  
tra in in g  o f her boys as w ell as the g ir ls, an d  it  is o w in g , 
in  a g rea t m easure, to  the good  or bad foun dation  she  
la y s  for character th a t th e  ch ild ren  turn  out w e ll or i ll .  
T h in k  o f  th a t , m others! A r e  you r sons p o lite  l it t le  g e n 
tlem en , w ho can not te ll  a lie  w ith o u t w eep ing  Over it  
and co n fessin g  i t  t o  k in d  sym p ath etic  m other, 
an d  rece iv in g  her g en tle  cou n sel and en co u ra g em en t to  
resist in  fu tu re  th e  tem p tation s o f  Satan? It  is from  the  
m o th er’s lips th at “ th e  sw e e t  story o f  o ld  ” m akes the  
d eep est im pression  in  early  ch ild h o o d , and so o n  to  m a n 
h ood . Sh ou ld  th e  m other, h o w ev e r , be taken  aw ay  
th e  fa th e r  can m a k e  h im se lf an e x ce lle n t  su bstitu te, as 
w a s the case in  the second exarqple o f  a good  fa th er.

F a th e r s  and M others w h o  read th is , are you  k e e p in g  
th e  precious gard en s o f  y o u r  ch ild ren ’s sou ls free  from  
w eed s, an d  for th e  purpose o f  fillin g  th em  w ith  
th e  beautifu l flow ers to  be g a th ered  from  the Scriptures 
a n d  good  book s and papers?— Witness.

W h e n  w om en  se n d  th e  sed u ced  to C o v en try , b u t  
coun ten an ce  and  even  court the Beducer, ough t w e to  
wonder at seductions?— Colton,

WOMEN AND BUSINESS.
M rs. K in gsly , o f  M ichigan, in an address upon co

education, speaks in thie w ay o f  the University of Ann 
A rbor:

“ A  professor sa id  th a t th e  influx o f so many young 
ladies from  th e  cu ltiva ted  hom es makes a social life 
am ong th e  stu d en ts, so th a t their social culture and 
elevation  through th eir  ow n  numbers, is a matter of 
com m ent and congratu lation  am ong the faculty. The 
moral influence o f  th e  g irls has been very marked.

“T he orator o f  the last com m encem ent day, a graduate 
o f  1857, to ld  m e th at th e  night after his arrival he 
started  o u t about e lev en  o ’clock, to pry around among 
th e  haunts o f  th e  tow n, to see i f  the students celebrated 
com m encem en t w eek  as th ey  used to do; but all was or
derly , no co n v iv ia l groups could he find. The next 
n ig h t h e  sta r ted  out again  with, an old classmate to find 
their  m ost secret haunts, but w ith  like results. The 
fo llo w in g  m orn ing  he recounted th is to  one of the young j 
professors, w h o replied; ‘ O h, that sort o f  thing is out of 
date. W ith  th e  y o u n g  lad ies in  college, the carousing 
has ceased .’

“ W h e n  th ese  advan ced  fem ale colleges of the East 
seek  th e ir  professors from  co-educational institutions, 
it  is p ro o f conclu sive  o f  th e  m erits o f  such institutions, 
and th e  best educators predict that the day is not far j 
d ista n t w hen th e  w hole princip le o f  separate education 
o f  th e  sexes w ill  b e  abandoned. Theoretically we have 
co -ed u ca tio n , b u t practically  it  w ill require the united 
efforts o f  c itizens, professors and legislators to bring our 
u n iversity  to  the standard w h ich  the future shall demand. 
T he circu m stan ces and  grow th  o f  the State have neces
sita ted  in  th e  p ast a devotion  to business. The spirit 
o f  m ercantilism  has been th e  dom inant principle which 
has sw ayed  ev ery  in d iv id u a l.”

I t  is gen era lly  a truth, applicable to  one sex as well 
aa another, th a t w h oever cannot m ake money cannot 
m anage i t  w h en  m ade. A u d it  is one of the good effects of 
fo llo w in g  the in d ep en d en t career o f  woman, wherever 
that is  w itn essed , that w h en  sh e know s how money comes 
sh e learns h o w  to  take care o f  i t ,  and can spend it intelli* ] 
g en tly . O n th is-p oin t nearly  every  exchange contains 
illustrations. A  W estern  paper says that, “ Not long ago 
th e  secretary and treasurer o f  one o f the largest street
car l in es  in  P ittsb u rg  was taken  ill, and his daughter 
w ho had n e v e r  had any practical training for the work 
u n d erto o k  to  m an a g e  his business. She kept the books 
in  g o o d  shape, a tten ded  to  th e  collection of money, 
p aid  th e  em p lo y ees, and b o u g h t food and stock for the 
com pany. H er  fa th er  d ied , and she had done so well 
in her official capacity , th a t the company thought the 
b est th in g  to be d on e w as to  elect the girl to fill the 
position  perm anently .”

T h e  sam e ex ch a n g e  g iv e s  an account of the richest 
w om an  in Sou th  A m erica , w h o lives in the capital of 
C hili. D o n a  Isad ora  C ousino, “ rivals the financiers of 
all tim es. She is  a lm o st as fam ous for her char' 
it ie s  as fo r  her business a b ility . She is one of the richest ; 
w o m en  in  th e  world. A t  her husband’s death he gave 
her absolute contro l o f  h is im m ense wealth, and she has 
proved  h erse lf a v erita b le  queen o f  finance. She man
a ges h er  business, ex h ib itin g  great foresight, breadth of
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purpose, and great ability as a manager of affairs. She 
has a power of control that can direct and harmonize 
the different branches of trade and business in which 
she is engaged. She has a trained superintendent for 
each separate department. These she has the tact to 
pay well, thus binding them to her interests. On one 
farm of vast extent she has four hundred men. Every 
house in a village of six thousand or seven thousand 
is hers, and to the people of this village, and one adjoin
ing, she pays out monthly from $100,000 to $120,000. 
She owns the only large coal mines in South America. 
From them she receives $30,000 each month. She has 
copper and silver smelting works of great value, and a 
fleet of eight iron steamships. A ll this vast enterprise 
she controls and directs.— Religio-Philosophical Journal.

CORR E SPO N D E N C E .
Co n n ., J u ly  8th , ’87.

E ditor  o f  T h e  A l p h a  : I s  th e r e  n o  o n e  w h o  w i l l  h e lp  y o u  in  
your d u tie s  on  T h e  A l p h a ? I  c a n ’t b ea r  to  th in k  o f  y o u r  h a v in g  to  
g iv e  i t  u p . I  sh o u ld  e n jo y  e x c e e d in g ly  p u tt in g  i t  on its  fe e t— good  
su bstantia l feet, too , f in a n c ia lly  sp e a k in g — if  I  co u ld  afford it , b u t I  
h a v e n ’t th e  m ean s. B u t  i t  seem s to  m e  th e r e  m u st be  p e o p le  in  sy m 
p a th y  w ith  its  v ie w s  w h o  have th e  m ea n s to  p r e v en t it s  su sp en sio n . T h e  
w orld  n eed s it .  I t  o u g h t lo  g o  in to  e v e r y  fa m ily  in  th e  la n d . Y o u r  
rep ly  to  th e  m an w h o  sto p p ed  h is  p a p er  b eca u se  y o u  r ep r in te d  th e  
a rtic le  from  th e  Pacific Record  is  e x c e lle n t .  H e  s a y s : “ I  d o  n o t b e 
l ie v e  th a t by in te n s ify in g  an irr ep re ss ib le  co n flic t— w h ere  su ch  e x is ts  
betw een  hu sb and  a n d  w ife— t h e  o ffsp rin g  w il l  be  th e r e b y  im p r o v ed .” 
D o es h e  c la im  th a t  a  w om an  sh o u ld  su b m it to  h a v in g  o ffsp rin g  w h er e  th e  
u n io n — or n o n -u n io n ,— is  based on  su ch  irr ep re ss ib le  co n flic t ? H e  w r ites  
l ik e  an in te ll ig e n t  m an ; ca n ’t  h e  se e  th a t  e v e r y  c h i ld  born  o f  su ch  a 
u n ion  is  o n ly  an  a d d itio n a l b u rd en , i f  n o t  an  a c tu a l curse , to  so c ie ty , 
to  say  n o th in g  o f  th e  b u rd en s and  o u tra g es p u t u p o n  th e  u n h a p p y  
m o th e r?  D o e s  h e  c la im  th a t  i t  i s  th e  w o m a n ’s  d u ty  to  su b m it to  th e  
d em an d s o f  a  b ru ta l husband ? I  h a v e  r e c e n tly  m e t a  la d y  w h o  so m e 
t im e  ago  v is ite d  th e  m o th e r  o f  th e  b o y -m u rd erer , P o m er o y — th e  boy  
w ith  th e  “ w h ite  e y e ,”  I  b e lie v e  h e  w as c a lle d . Y o u  w ill  p ro b a b ly  re 
m em b er  th a t  th is  boy  h ad  sp a sm s se iz e  h im  in  w h ic h  h e  f e lt  a s i f  h e  
m ust k i l l  e v e r y  o n e  h e  ca m e in  c o n ta c t w ith . H e  k i l le d  a  n u m b er  o f  
boys— I fo rg et h o w  m a n y . T h e  la d y  to  w h om  I  h a v e  referred , w an ted  
to  sa tisfy  h e r se lf  as to th e  p re -n a ta l in flu e n c es  th a t  p ro d u ced  su ch  a  
m onster. T h e  accou n ts p u b lish e d  in  a n u m b er  o f  p a p ers a t  th e  t im e  
th is  boy w as un der  tr ia l sta ted  th a t  h is  fa th e r  w as a  b u tch er , a n d  had  
got th e  m o th er  o f  th e  boy— p r e v io u s to  t h e  c h ild ’s  b ir th — to  h e lp  h im  
bu tch er an a n im a l. B u t  th is  accou nt is  in co rrect. T h e  m o th e r  o f  th e  
boy w ith  th e  “ w h ite  e y e ” to ld  m y  fr ien d  t h i s :  V e r y  soon  a fter  th e  
b irth  o f  h er  first c h i ld — w h ic h  w as n o t a  b ad  o n e— sh e  b eca m e enceinte 
again , v e ry  m u ch  a g a in st h e r  o w n  w i s h ; and  d u r in g  a l l  th e  m o n th s  
p rev iou s to  th e  b ir th  o f  th is  c h ild  sh e  h a d  su ch  f e e l in g s  o f  w ra th  to 
wards h er  h u sb and  th a t  th e y  a t t im e s  c u lm in a ted  in  sp asm s o f  in d ig n a 
tion  and w rath , w h en  sh e  fe lt  as i f  sh e  m u st ta k e  a  c a rv in g -k n ife  and  
stab h im . T h e  resu lt w as in e v ita b le , th e  c h ild  w as born  a m urderer. 
W h ich  w as to  b la m e— h e or th e  fa th e r  w h o  so  b r u ta lly  d isreg a rd ed  th e  
m other’s w ish e s?  D o e s  y o u r  fr ie n d  c la im  th a t  i t  is  b e tter  n o t to  teach  
wom en resistan ce  to  su ch  ty r a n n y  ? I f  h e  does, h e  sh o u ld  p u ll  th e  
b lin d ers o f  p reju d ice  from  h is  e y e s  and  lo o k  at th e se  th in g s  as th e y  are. 
H e  sh ou ld  reco g n ize  th e  fact— clea r  as th e  su n  in  th e  sk y — th a t  i t  i s  n o t  
on ly  a  w om an’s  r ig h t, b u t h er  sacred  and  h o ly  d u ty  to  res ist a ll bru ta l 
advances, ev en  th o u g h  sh e  h a v e  to  resort to  fire-arm s and  b u tch er  k n iv es . 
A n d by  bru ta l advan ces, I  m ean  all ad v a n ces n o t s tr ic t ly  in  co n son an ce  
w ith  th e  w om an’s  w ish . I n  th is  rea lm  w om an sh o u ld  stan d  Q u een -  
R egen t, and spurn th e  m an w h o  h e e d s n o t h e r  w ish es , e v en  th o u g h  th e  
priest h a v e  t ied  h er  to  h im  w ith  a ll th e  a u th o rity , o f  a ll  th e  ch u rch es. 
P riests and  ch u rch es are o f  l i t t le  acco u n t com pared  to  th e  su p rem e im 
portance o f  e n lig h te n e d  w om an hood  a n d  m o th erh o o d . N o , do  n o t k eep  
wom en in  ign oran ce  o f  th e se  th in g s . L e t  th e m  lea r n  th e  horrors o f  
enforced m a tern ity , and  th e  g lo r io u s  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  an e n lig h te n e d  one, 
for w hen  th is  w h o le  sex u a l-h o rro r  q u estio n  is  b ro u g h t up  o u t o f  th e  
m ire o f ign oran ce  and  a n im a lity  on  to  th e  p la n e  o f  an e n lig h te n e d  
sp iritua l un derstan d in g , th e  b ea st w ith  th e  seven  h o rn s and  a ll  th e  
dragons o f  w oe th a t  h a v e  h e ld  h ig h  r e v e l th o u g h o u t th e  a ges w il l  s in k  
in to  ev er la stin g  o b liv io n . W o m e n  w ill n o  lo n g er  g iv e  b ir th  to  m urder
ers, adulterers, id io ts, lu n a tic s , and  th e  in n u m era b le  sp ec im en s o f  d e  
form ed, d iseased  h u m a n ity . B u t on  th e  o th e r  h an d  th e y  w il l  g iv e  
birth  to  angels—-to  v e r ita b le  C h rists. T h e  lo n g  b lack  n ig h t  o f  w oe  th a t  
has h e ld  the ages in its grip will be dissipated oy the rising beams of
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a su n  th a t  sh a ll  k n ow  no  se ttin g . T h e se  th in g s  sh a ll com e w h en  w om an  
— fu lly  e n lig h te n e d — sh a ll  be sea ted  on  h er  th ron e. T h e n  she sh a ll  
d ic ta te  h?r term s to  m an. B u t in  th a t  d a y  m an w ill  a lso  h a v e  h is  
sp ir itu a l u n d ersta n d in g  op en ed ; and  th e  w ord “ d ic ta tio n  ” w ill  be ou t 
o f  p la ce  on e ith e r  s id e , for th e  re la tio n s  o f  th e  se x e s  sh a ll  be  attun ed  to  
th e  d iv in e  p r in c ip le s  o f  h a rm o n y . T h e a g e o f  th e  q u ad ru p ed  w ill h a v e  
g o n e , to  retu rn  no  m ore.

T h a t  J u ly  n u m b er o f  T h e  Alpha is  so  good  I  w ish  I  had  a few  
co p ies  to  c ir cu la te  in  o u r  l i t t le  cu b — E q u a l R ig h ts  C lub— w h ich  has  
it?  la st  m e e tin g  o f  th e  season  to-m orrow — th e  9 th . I f  I had th o u g h t o f  
i t  in  t im e  I w o u ld  h a v e  se n t  for som e, b u t i t  is  too  la te  now  for th at, 
th o u g h  I  can  c a ll a tten tio n  to  it  in  th e  m eetin g , and th e n  i f  you  ha v e  
a  few  sp are  co p ies  and  th in k  i t  w orth  w h ile  to send  th em  on , 1 w ill send  
th e m  o u t by m a il. I t  is  o n e  o f  th e  b est co p ies  I h a v e  seen  for a  lon g  
t im e . Y o u  a lw a y s do  b est w h en  y o u  do com e o u t b o ld ly — fearless o f  
th e  co n seq u en ces. T h is  m an w h o w an ts h is  p ap er sto p p ed  w ill do you  
g ood  in stea d  o f  harm .

D o  n o t s to p  i f  i t  is  a  p o ssib le  th in g  to  g o  on . I  w ill  do w h at l it t le  
I  can , and  i f  e v e r y  o n e  h e lp s  a l i t t le  i t  w ill m a k e  a b ig  h e lp . F . E . B

My Dear Friend : A co p y  ot y o u r  p ap er h a s com e to  m e  
and  I h a v e  read i t  c a re fu lly . I fu lly  agree  w ith  its  a im s and purposes* 
I  o n ly  w o n d er  w h y  has th e  “ v is io n  ta rried  so lo n g .” I  h a v e ,s e e n  
se v e n ty -th r e e  w in ters  and  su m m ers, and  h a v e  p rea ch ed  th e  g osp el for  
n e a r ly  fifty  yearq, and  a g rea t sh a re  o f  th e  m isery  I h a v e  seen  in  c o n 
n e c tio n  w ith  t h e  se x u a l natu re, h a s been th ro u g h  w ant o f  k n o w led g e;  
la ck  in  e a r ly  ed u ca tio n . O f course I h a v e  not had m ean s o f  k n ow in g  
so  w e ll th e  h a b its  o f  th e  lo w er  and  m ore degrad ed  c lasses— I sp eak  o f  
th e  b e tter  and  m ore  c o n sc ien tio u s  class, w h ere  th e  m oral sen tim e n t is  
h ig h e r  and  w h ere  th e r e  is  r e a lly  m ore r e fin em en t—such  a  w ork as yours  
is  g r e a tly  n e e d e d  to  in stru ct and  g u id e  th em . N o t  o n ly  on  th e  q u estion  
o f  “ soc ia l p u r ity ,” as th e  W . C. T . U . understand  it, and  are laborin g  
to  correct ab u ses and b r in g  abou t a  reform , but a lso  in  th e  m arried  
sta te . A  th o u sa n d  to n g u es  co u ld  n o t u tter  th e  a n g u ish , th e  p a in s and  
p e n a lt ie s  co n n ec ted  w ith  w h a t G od  in ten d ed  to  b e  a  h o ly  in stitu tio n  
— and th e r e  h a s been  no  a v e n u e  op en  to  th e  m uch n eed ed  in form ation . 
F e w  m in iste r s  d are  p reach  and  a p p ly  th e  te x t , “ M ak e no p rom ise  for 
th e  flesh  to  fu lfil th e  lu st  th e r eo f .”  I  heard  A n th o n y  C om stock last 
w in ter  g iv e  a  fearfu l array  o f  facts o n  th e  subject o f  corrupt litera tu re , 
in  th e  p ossession  o f  y o u n g  m en  w h ose  p a ren ts w ere chu rch  m em bers and  
u tte r ly  ig n o r a n t o f  th e  fact th a t  su ch  fou l books w ere  in  th e  possession  
o f  th e ir  boys. B o th  th e  liq u o r  and tobacco usages in crease  th e  a n im al 
passions, and  fu tu re  g en era tio n s  m ust suffer im m en se ly  i f  th ese  hab its  
c o n tin u e . I  h a il w ith  g r a titu d e  e v e r y  effort for ju d ic io u s  reform  ; ev ery  
w ise  a ttem p t to  b r in g  th is  su bject to  th e  n o tic e  o f  th o se  w ho seek  th e  
w elfa re  o f  th e  race, p resen t and  fu tu re.

Y o u  sh a ll  h a v e  m y  p ra y ers a n d  sy m p a th ie s  in  th is  lo n g  n eg lec ted  
w o rk . G . F. P.

San Francisco, Cal., June 30, 1887.
T h is  is  a b ou t th e  t im e , I ’m  th in k in g , w h en  a n o th er  m o n th ’s  Alpha 

is  fa ir ly  born . I t  occu rs to  m e for th e  first t im e  th is  m orn ing— th e  
lik e n e s s  b e tw e en  The Alpha and “ th e  tree  o f  life , bearin g  tw e lv e  
k in d s  o f  fru it  and  y ie ld in g  i t s  fru it e v er y  m o n th  ; and th e  lea v es o f  th e  
tree  are for  th e  h e a lin g  of th e  n a tio n s”— it  w ould  be su ch  a blessed  
th in g  for  h u m a n ity  (u p o n  th is  coast, and  n o t o n ly  th a t, bu t w h erever  
“ th is c o a s t  ”  sh a ll  sen d  its  in flu en ce  abroad, in  th e  ages to com e), it  
w o u ld  b e  su ch  a  blessed th in g  to  h a v e  th e  tru e  m ea n in g  and prov in ce  o f  
o u r s e x u a l natu re, and  th e  tru e  p r in c ip le s  o f  sex u a l ho liness , ta u g h t to  
th e  y o u n g  m en , r eg u la r ly  and  fa ith fu lly , as “ p art o f  th e  c o u r se ” in  th e  
g rea t u n iv e r s ity  a b ou t to  b e  op en ed  h ere. -Our fr ien d  “ g e ts  in  a  good  
d ea l o f  B eed ing-w ork , I  b e lie v e , a m o n g  th e  K n ig h ts  o f  L abor, S ocia lists, 
M in d -cu re  fo lk  and  S p ir itu a lis ts . “ H e r e  a l it t le  and  th ere  a  l it t le ,”—  
and  sometimes, as I sa id , a  g ood  d ea l— as sh e  h as op p o rtu n ity . I f  th e  
J e w s  h a v e  n ot ears to  hear , sh e  tu rn s to  th e  G e n t ile s !  S h e  is  earnest, 
p o s it iv e  a n d  (h a v in g  “ th e  cou rage  o f  h er  con v ictio n s” ), n o t a  favorite  
w ith  so m e  p e o p le . I for  o n e  esteem  and hon or her. S h e  is  no  tr ifler;  
sh e  is  read y  to  bear w itn ess  to th e  l ig h t ;  w ill n o t “ tr im ,” and w h at
e v e r  m ista k es or  in d iscre tio n s  sh e  com m its, sh e  does n o t m ak e th e  w oe
fu l o n e  o f  h id in g  h er  l ig h t  u n d er  a b u sh el, and fa il to  stand up for w hat 
sh e  sees to  be r ig h t.

"Ah well I The world is discreet;
There are pleuty to pause and w a it;

But here was a man who set his feet 
Sometimes in advance of fate,—

Plucked .off the old bark when the inner 
Was slow to renew it,

And put to the Lord’s work the sinner,
Wnen saints failed to do it."

T h o se  lin e s  o f  W h itt ie r  ( in  “ G . L . S . ” ) are n ot in a p p lica b le  to  th e  
l i t t le  w om an aforesaid , and w h at w ith  T o k o lo g y , th e  W h ite  Cross series  
and T h e  A l p h a , sh e  p u sh es on (in  sp ite  o f  poverty , and a ll)  sow in g  
b esid e  a ll  w aters. A n d  th e  L ord w ill g iv e  th e  increase in  H ie  ow n good  
time* F ra te rn a lly  as ever , N .  E . B ,
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m a n  h a s  c r a s h e d  th e  id e a , h u m a n it y  h a s  f a l le n  
b a c k  in t o  d a r k n e s s  a n d  b a r b a r is m .

P r ic e  15 c e n t s .  F o r  s a l e  a t  t h e  o ffice  o f  T h e  
Al p h a , 1 G r a n t  P la c e ,  W a s h in g t o n ,  1 ). O .

Heredity.
B Y  M R S . M A R Y  L . G R I F F I T H .

P r ic e  6 c e n t s .

Suggestions to Mothers; or, What 
Children Should Know.

P r ic e  10 c e n t s .

Forewarned and Forearmed.
B y Mr s . G eo r g ia n a  K ir b y .

P r ic e  6 c e n t s .

Black Sheep.
B y

o .  b .  w .
P r ic e  6 c e n t s

The Lost N ame.
“ O u r  M o th e r  w h o  a i t  n  H e a v e n .”

B y  E v e l e e n  L .  M ason .
P r ic e  10 c e n ts .

For Girls.
By  Mrs. Sh e p h e r d .

A  S P E C IA L  P H Y SIO L O G Y .
I t  i s  c le a n ,  s w e e t  a n d  p r a c t ic a l. E v e r y  g ir l  sh o u ld  

r e a d  i t  a n d  o w n  it .
P r ic e  *1.00.

FOR BOYS.
A  S P E C IA L  P H Y SIO L O G Y .

S c ie n t if ic ,  p u re , c le a r ,  a n d  u n c o m p lic a te d  in  
s ty le .  A  b o o t  th a t  e v e r y  p a r e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  e v e r y  
b o y  n e e d s  a n d  m u s t  h a v e .

P r ic e  $2.00

The Better Way.
A n  A p p e a l  to  m e n  in  b e h a l f  o f  H u m a n  C u lt u r e  

t h r o u g h  a  w is e r  p a r e n ta g e .  
b y

A . E .  N E W T O N .
P r ic e  25 c e n t s .

Father’s Advice to Every Boy and 
Mother’s Advice to Every Girl.

B y  M r s . D r . E . P .  M il l e r .
P r ic e  10 c e n t s  e a c h .

Vital Forces.
B y  Dr . E . P .  M il l e r .

P r ic e  30 c e n t s .

Chronic and Nervous Diseases of 
Women.

B y  D r . R osch.
P r ic e  26 c e n t s .

Tokology,
A  BO O K  F O R  E V E R Y  W O M A N .

B y  A l ic e  B . S t o c k h a m , M . D . 
T e a c h e s  P o s it iv e ly  P a in le s s  P r e g n a n c y  a n d  P a r tu 

r it io n .
G iv e s  c e r ta in  c u r e  for  D y sp e p s ia , N e u r a lg ia , C o n 

s t ip a t io n , H ea d itc h e , C h a n g e  o f  L ife , &c.
TEN EDITIONS SOLD FIRST YEAR.

“ I  f in d  m o r e  n e e d e d  in fo r m a tio n  i n  i t s  p a g e s  
th a n  e v e r  b e fo r e  in  o n e  b o o k .” —M ary A . L iv er m o re .

“ T h e  very b estb ook  th a t  c a n  b e  p u t  in to  th e  h a n d s  
o f  a  g ir l  o r  w o m a n .” —E . M. H a le ,  M. D .

P o s tp a id , C lo th , 32.00 )
F u l l  M orocco , 32.50 > A G E N T S.
V e r y  B e s t  T e rm s to  )

A d d r e s s  A L P H A ,
N o . I  G ra n t P la c e , W a sh in g to n , D . C.

Ante-Natal Infanticide.
B y  M r s . Mary  L . G r if f it h .

P r ic e  6 c e n ts .

“ In Clouds of Smoke.”
B y  D . S . L a m b , M. D .

P r ic e  10 c e n t s .

Me n t a l  sc ien c e  magazine and
MIND-CURE JOURNAL.

P u b lish ed  by
M e n t a l  S c i e n c e  U n iv e r s it y ,

161 L a  S a lle  S treet, Chicago, HI.,
R e v . A. J. SWARTZ, Editor.

A  S c ien tif ic , P ro g ressiv e  M onth ly , Advocating an 
E x p la in in g  th e  N ew  Scien ce  o f  Healing. 

T h e  b e s t  p u b lica tio n  in  the world 
o n  M en ta l Science.

P er  Y ea r , $1.00. S am p le  Copy, 10 Cents.

T h e  a b o v e  U n iv e r s ity  is  chartered under the lavs 
o f  I l l in o is ,  a n d  g iv e  d ip lo m a s to graduates. Classes 
a re  fo r m e d  m o n th ly  for instructions in the science, 
u n d e r  o n e  o f  th e  m o st thorough teachers of Meta- 
p h  y s ic s  in  th e  c o u  n try . For further information on 
th e  su b je c t , a d d ress , w ith  stam p,

M E N T A L  SCIENCE UNIVERSITY.

a  TOP TO THINK!
I f  y o u  are  a  w ag e-ea rn er , w h y  your labor affoids 

y o u  o n ly  a  b a re  su b sisten ce?
I f  y o u  a re  a  farm er, w h y  your crops afford you so 

l i t t l e  in c o m e ?
I f  y o u  a re  a  m e rc h a n t, w h y  your busiuess does 

n o t  im p r o v e ?

T H E  A N SW E R S AR E IMPORTANT.

T h e y  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in

O U R  COUNTRY,
A n  a b ly -e d ite d  W eek ly  Paper, devoted to the ad
v o c a c y  o f  th e  R ig h ts  o f  th e  m any as against the 
P r iv i le g e s  o f  th e  fe w .

E v e r y  is su e  c o n ta in s  in terestin g  matter relative 
t o  th e  p o p u la r  to p ic s  o f  th e  day

F O R  T H E  F A R M  A N D  WORKSHOP.

3 1 5 0  p e r  y ea r . 75c. for s ix  months.

SA M P L E S FREE.

A d d r ess  |  OUR COUNTY,"

P . O . B o x  610. 318 Broadway, N. Y.

JO IN  A READING CIRCLE,
A n d  P u r su e  a  S ym p ath etic  Course of

H O M E  STUDY
I n  a n y  o f  fifty  d ifferen t subjects, under eminent 

C o lleg e  P ro fesso rs, le a d in g  to High School and 
C o lle g e  D ip lo m a s  a n d  regu lar Collegiate Degrees, 
a t  a  n o m in a l  c o s t  (o n ly  $1.00 per year). Full in
fo r m a tio n  o f  co u rses, professors, terms, die., given 
i n  th e

UNION READING CIRCLE,
A  la r g e  16 p a g e  litera ry  journal sample copy of 
w h ic h  a n d  a p p lic a tio n  form  for membership will 
b e  s e n t  to  a n y  a d d ress  o n  receipt o f ten cents in 
p o s ta g e . A d d ress,

T H E  R E A D I N G  C IR C L E  ASSOCIATION

147 T hoop  Street, Chicago, 111.

N . B .—S itu a t io n s  to  tea ch  free to memben and 
su b scr ib er s . A g en ts  w an ted .

Al p h a  r i b b e d  
UNION UNDER
GARMENTS.

O riginated, Patented and Man
ufactured by

MRS. SUSAN T. 
CONVERSE,

WOBURN, MASS.

F or circular and samples, 
sen d  w ith  address two-cent 
postage stamp.


