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‘•WHAT WE HAVE TO DO.”
BY ELIZABETH KINGSBURY.

CONTINUED.
What has to be done can be done. There seems 

MVialy any limit to human capacity for meeting emer- 
ffmeies and overcoming difficulties. The tired mother 
of a large family often proves this. From sunrise to 
matt there is scarcely a minute she can call her own, 
her time is constantly taken np with serving one mem
ber of her household or another, she is weary with that 
iaexpressible weariness that is perhaps only known to 
Bothers of large families, yet when some new and un
baked for demand is made upon her time and strength 
At simply saw, What must be done will be done*” , 
And she proves her words true. Butthe converse of this 
cannot be said. Nature has given us no power to do 
that which is not demanded o f us. Moral reformers 
most bear this in mind. I f  we have a given duty to 
perform and insist upon tur.iing our attention to some
thing else, when we ought to be occupied with the as- 
rigfied task, the chances are that the imposed duty will 
be entirely neglected or badly performed. Nature has 
assigned to human beings the task of conforming to her 
bw» ,80 that they may become healthy parents o f strong 
children, under penalty of race degeneration and final 
extinction. Man, instead of concentrating his atten
tion on this nature—assigned task, makes for himself 
certain social regulations and throws all his energy into 
getting these regulations obeyed, at whatever cost, till 
he often loses sight altogether o f the duty nature has 
imposed. It may be that originally there was a close 
connection between natural and human law, but, i f  so, 
mental inertia has caused the connection to drop out of 
light,and led to a blind adherence to customs that, little 
Ip little, have diverged from the original form till all 
•an of the line that united them to nature, and conse- 
fMBtly to human well being, has been lost. This mental 
inertia affects us all in a greater or less degree and not 
till disaster has awakened ns do we start from custom - 
worship and inquire where the constant but never ceas- 
■p, the unconscious, because so gradual, divergence of 
KokI institutions from natural law is leading

Bsform comes only when evils have become suffix 
(Mjjr intolerable to rouse the intellect from its chronic 
**e of stupor. The mind once awakened begins to 
wwpare existing habits with human needs. Custom is 
Nfewd back to its origin, and men are startled to find 
Art that which was founded on reason has fallen into

senseless superstition. What has society substituted for 
nature’s great law of chastity ? What but the separation 
of the sexes ? The imperative duty of living in conform
ity with the physical law of our being is lost sight o f ; 
it is not taught in our schools; it is not preached in the 
pulpits; it is not expected in the home ; and it is not 
considered in the arrangements of society. But instead 
of this vital matter being seen to we have the separation 
o f  the sexes. This, at least, is practically enforced in the 
schools; the pulpit throws its powerful influence into 
the same scale, and does what is in its power to widen 
the breach between “ those whom God hath joined ” by 
ignoring the whole spirit of Christ’s teaching and exam
ple, and substituting the Jewish teaching of Saul of 
Tarsus ; the home follows suit, rejoicing over the birth 
of a boy, regretfully receiving the baby girl, thus awak
ening the sense of injustice and wrong, in the minds of 
the girl members of families, that often bears such bitter 
fruits in after life, and renders woman the bane rather 
than the blessing of man’s life. Society, too, carries on 

I the work begun at school, enforced at church, continued 
a t home, and denies to women those rights that are 
only refused to idiots and the worst of criminals of the 
other sex. What wonder that in heart, in mind, in as
piration for earth, and hopes for heaven, the separation 
of the men and women is complete. Yet that which 
nature does not want done she gives us no power to do. 
We cannot fly like birds, we cannot swim like fishes, 
and we cannot live a human life while division in the 
human family exists that is contrary to the Divine order 
of creation which has made men and women individually 
weak and helpless, but when perfected by union but 
ittle lower than the angels. The separation of the 

sexes during childhood and youth which custom enforces, 
in Europe, at least, if not in freer America, puts a bur
den upon young people that they are not fitted to 
carry. Their weaknesses are doubled, their strength is 
halved. The moral force that would suffice to govern 
the passions, even in their present abnormal condition, 
cannot control the natural and legitimate desire of 
youths and maidens to enjoy the companionship of 
members of the opposite sex. It is an impulse alto-, 
gefher irrepressible, an instinct so deeply implanted, 
and the gratification of which is so essential, that the 
Guardian Mother herself seems to have taken measures 
to prevent its extinction by any social arrangements what
ever. Certainly systems that would succeed in making 
the sexes antagonistic to each other, if .any contrivance
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of man’s could counteract the design* of Nature, which 
would render the presence of the sexes burdensome 
each to the other, from onfamiliarity and strangeness, 
have only contrived to bring mischief and misery from 
that which should be a source of health and strength to 
each succeeding generation.

Jean Paul says “ To insure modesty, I would advise 
the education of the sexes together; for two boys will 
preserve twelve girls, or two girls twelve boys, innocent 
amidst winks, jokes, and improprieties, merely by that 
instinctive sense which is the forerunner of matured 
modesty. But I will guarantee nothing in a school 
where girls are alone together, and still less where boys 
are/* Now the world is a larger school and men and 
women only children of larger growth whose education 
it is our business to promote us best we may. As in 
the early days of childhood the influence of g'rls upon 
boys and hoys upon girls is productive of nothing hut mu- 
mutual benefit.so, if custom did not step in and forbid all 
free companionship between youths and maidens, men 
and women,or poison such intercourse by Injurious sugges
tions, the friendships of later life, which would he the 
natural result of the attraction of sex, would preserve 
the virtue of the men, and save them from the loss of 
the highes* attribute of manhood, namely reverence for 
woman, while it would save women from the narrowness 
that comes upon those whoso interests are confined to a 
limited sphere. Unfortunately that which if sanctioned 
and encouraged aaan invaluable educational power would 
go far towards removing many of the worse features of 
our civilization, is frowned upon, and the possibility of 
it existing in honor and purity, treated as chimerical 
by European nations. Yet what lesson does contentpo- 
rary history teach ns in this grave matter ? Do we not 
see France, where the sexes are most strictly separated, 
where a couple contemplating life-long union are not 
permitted to exchange the most formal visit without the 
presence of a parent or guardian, given up to “ Lubri
city,” to use Mr. Matthew Arnold’s now Famous term, 
while Ireland, where the greatest freedom of inter- 
course is permitted to the sexes, is without dispute the 
home of the most moral nation in the world, if we use 
the word moral in its narrow and conventional sense.

The business of life cannot he carried on by men 
alone, or by women alone, sooner or later the on6 must 
and will seek the others’ aid, and it should he recog
nized as an important branch of education to prepare 
the sexes for the duties each has to fulfil towards the 
other. But it is rare to meet with instructors who take 
this important and inevitable destiny of their charges 
into account; the anxiety of educators appears to he 
entirely directed to keeping apart the beings, whose 
success or failure, whose happiness or misery, depends, 
to a great degree, on the understanding they can attain 
of their respective modes of thought and feeling. If 
we had learned of this strange conduct as being jgno
ticed by some semi-civilized people of remote antiquity 

* we should not cease to marvel at the mental darkness 
and strange infatuation that produced an error so fatal 
to human progress and social well-being, hut because we 
have grown up in the midst of this dangerous system, 
even though its evil results are never absent from our
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eye*, we scarcely take the trouble to raise our vfiicc in 
protest. Yet who that has any knowledge of girl* and 
Lovs, of men and women, can doubt that mauy of their 
most serious mistakes, many of their most fatal errors, 
errors that life-long repentance cannot Idol out and 
make the future as though they had not been, arise 
from this utter ignorance of the similaiitles and diver
gences that mark out the different characteristics of the 
tnalc and female mind. Each sex inhefiis an instinctive 
feeling that one of its chief duties is to please the other 
sex. If Nature herself had not taken precautions to 
have it so it is difficult to imagine how the business of 
creation would have gone on, so many and such legiti
mate causes of complaint have men against women and 
women against men. These causes of complaint have 
arisen chiefly from mutual ignorance. Each sex judg 
mg from superficial observation and hasty generaliza
tion undervalues the moral qualities of its opposite. 
To women speaking broadly all men appear selfish and 
|somewhat sensual, to men all women appear vain and 
unreliable. Women think there is small use in appeal
ing to the chivalrous forbearance, the noble generosity 
of men, men think that women cure for dress and social 
standing more than for loving reverence without these 
accessories.

People will not as a class rise very much above the 
level assigned to them by those whose esteem they niost 
desire. If women are dissatisfied with the moral rjuali- 
fications of men they seek to hide their dissatisfaction 
from those who cause it, and solace themselves as well 
as they can, for the disappointment by attributing the 
fault to the they are loth to blame in the indU
viduul. The tactics of men are much the same. The 
faults they see in the loved ones they do not seek to 
root out, “ Women are all so,” they s<*y, and go on 
their way with a sigh, feeling the world a little drea
rier, a little more unsatisfactory, than even their low 
estimate had led them to expect. How can things he 
better while those destined to guide and aid each other 
through the wilderness of life remain strangers 1 How 
can we hope for moral progress, for increase of domes
tic or social happiness, while there is so little confidence, 
so little friendship between the sexes ? Men are free 
from the restraints imposed by society upon women, and 
will have the com pan ion sb ip of girls at any cost, if they 
cannot enjoy the companionship of women of their own 
class they will get the society of women of other classes, 
If the companionship of the refined is denied then they 
will have the unrefined, Any girl is better than no 
girl they seem to think. And we cannot feel that the 
instinct is an unhealthy one, lias not “ The Luck of 
Hearing (’amp” immortalized the hun aniziriginfluence 
of even indifferent specimens of the gentle sex. We 
have lately hear I a great deal about the duty of treat
ing with stern equality the erring man and the erring 
woman, and doubtless the suggestion is wise and just, 
but have we done all that can be done to lessen the 
temptation of men and women to seek illegitimate com- 
pumonship. Docs not the forbidding of honorable friend
ship between men and women encourage intercourse 
which is not honorable. Is there not something essen
tially base in the current doctrine that intimate sc-



[mRCH I, 1886.] T H E  A LP H A 3

qnainrabcft between a man and a woman implies crimi
nal intentions ?

I remember being startled when quite a girl by hear
ing a man of the world give it as his opiuion that the 
guilt of a wife whose case was at that time before the 
divorce courtf&was clear enough, for it  had been proved  
(hat she had driven about alone in a  cab w ith  the co-respond
ent. I was startled to find with what case a woman 
might lay kerselropeti to suspicion while doing, what 
then appeared toine, the most innocent action in the 
world. But what depth of corruption is shown in a 
state of society that feels itself compelled to frown 
upon harmless acts imprder to secure the observance of 
its still lax code of morality. And how helpful to the 
lustful is a public opinion, that while shutting its eyes 
to cruelty and wrong, if inflicted on girls of the lower 
ranks of life, guards the good reputation of its more for
tunate daughters by forbidding innocent actions merely 
because they might possibly result in evil. I am not 
arguing that, things being as they are, it is wise of a 
woman to put herself in a position which may be con- 
sidered suspicious by her fellow-countrymen: “ Caesar’s 
wife must be above suspicion,” and every good husband, 
father or brother is Caeaar to his female relatives. The 
confusion of thought brought about by the condemnation 
ofinnocent acts is fatal to hosts of young people. . That 
which, on the face of it, is harmless is* frowned upon and 
treated as criminal, till the impressions made that mo
rality is merely a conventional matter, having no found
ation in reason. The guidance of reason being thus set 
aside what is left for the youthful mind to trust in. It 
is not to be expected that ignorant boys and girls will 
have studied the constitution of the social organism, or 
that their unassisted intelligence will teach them that 
their personal happiness, the peace of families, the sta
bility of society and national greatness are bound up in 
the question of the relations of the sexes. Y et when a 
walk after dark, a visit to a place of amusement, casual 
meetings of frequent occurrence, or ordinary friendship 
with one of the opposite sex brings condemnation in its 
train what wonder that thousands of young people, by 
do means lightminded or frivolously disposed, throw 
prudence to the winds and learn too late that beneath 
the treacherous ice, spread by custom and iguorance, 
lies hidden deep and deadly waters ready to engulf them. 
Would it not be better far to leave the cold dark waters, 
exposed to view, than to hide them from sight till no 
one knows their depth and coldness till he has tasted 
their black bitterness. Does it follow that because few 
have the strength to bear man’s yoke of isolation all 
could not obey nature’s law of chastity and universal 
brotherhood. Depend upon it that the social evil does 
not yield to treatment because the treatment is unscien
tific, because the diagnosis is at fault.

Thousands of men who would scorn to take advan- 
tageof a girl’s innocence, a woman’s fondness, were free 
and honourable intercourse permitted between the 
sexes, now injure those they would cherish from sheer 
ignorance of their own and woman’s noblest needs. 
They are fond, and they desire to show their fondness, 
bnt they are for the most part ignorant of the spirit
ual resources of the human being. They are just un

trained animals coming into possession of forces and 
potentialities they do not understand, and they use 
their power like animals. Who is to blame? Thrown, 
through the undeveloped condition of woman’s mental 
powers, into the company of their own sex exclusively, 
when desirous of intellectual pleasures, they learn to 
look upon girls as suited only for frivolous amusement, 
and the natural companions of idle hours, when serious 
thoughts are thrown aside and physical attraction comes 
into full play. Now flirting, though amusing enough 
for a short time, becomes intolerably hard work when 
carried on for weeks together, and love making, whether 
there is love in the case or not, takes its place merely 
tor the sake of a change. Would it not be miraculous 
if mischief did not result? How many unhappy en
gagements, how many fatal marriages are to be traced 
to this cause of mingled ignorance and idleness. The 
very fact that men look to men, instead of to women, 
for their code of honor in matters pertaining to sex 
would alone account for disastrous failure. Woman only 
can judge truly in matters concerning sexual morality. 
She alone is capable of estimating the wrong done to a 
woman in robbing her of the venerable title of hon
ored motherhood. She alone can form some faint 
estimate of the injury done to the child of shame by 
the depressing influence at work on the mother during 
the period of gestation. But is it probable that men 
will take women as their guides in the region of ethics 
so long as they esteem them only as companions for 
their lighter hours, as the ministers to their creature 
comforts, more reverenced than the cook when more 
skilled, better than a housekeeper because more econom
ical aud more trustworthy.

Let women remember that their willingness to take a 
lower place than that assigned them by nature, works 
incalculable mischief to the higher interests of the men 
for whose sake they are false to their womanly instincts 
and false to their sex. Men taught while mere boys, 
both by father and mother, to hold women in small re
spect as a class, come to esteem the character of women 
of small accouut, except as it regards some man to whom 
the woman may happen to belong, and feel 0 0  shame 
in consorting with girls of less than reputable renown. 
When this step on the downward course is taken it is 
not hard to prophesy the result. The young man prob
ably means no harm. The evil began when a little tod
dling infant he discovered that he was of more import
ance to father and mother (to his world) than his little 
sister. Shall not his pleasure be of more importance! 
than the good name of this woman, already of small 
accouut. And after all what is a womau’s good name 
but the estimation in which she is held by men ? Will 
his action make her less acceptable to other men ? Cer
tainly n o t; then he will follow his good pleasure, and as 
to making her an outcast from the society of othei 
women what matters that ? And so the fatal lie runt 
its corrupting course. When society is built up on the 
theory of mail supremacy would it not be illogical to re 
member that the estimate of woman seals the fate o 
women, and that proud man does not care for a wifi 
that women will not visit; that woman’s verdict is fina 
even with the master, and that he would be loth t<
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qnaintaocfi between a man and a woman implies crimi
nal intenons ?

I remember being startled when quite a girl bj hear
ing a man of the world give it as his opinion that the 
guilt of a wife whose case was at that time before the 
divorce courAwas clear enough, for it had been proved  
that she had driven about alone in a cab w ith  the co-respond
ent. I was startled to find with what ease a woman 
might lay herselroppen to suspicion while doing, what 
then appeared to me, the most innocent action in the 
world. But what Uepth of corruption is shown in a 
state of society that feels itself compelled to frown 
upon harmless acts inprder to secure the observance of 
its still lax code of morality. And how helpful to the 
lostfal is a public opinion, that while shutting its eyes 
to cruelty and wrong, if inflicted on girls of the lower 
ranks of life, guards the good reputation of its more for
tunate daughters by forbidding innocent actions merely 
because they might possibly result in evil. I am not 
arguing that, things being as they are, it is wise of a 
woman to put herself in a position which may be con
sidered suspicious by her fellow-countrymen: “  Caesar’s 
wife must be above suspicion,” and every good husband, 
father or brother is Caeaar to his^female relatives. The 
confusion of thought brought abo u ib y  the condemnation 
of innocent acts is fatal to hosts of ^pung people. . That 
which, on the face of it, is harmless isMrowned upon and 
treated as criminal, till the impressionus made that mo
rality is merely a conventional matter, l a v in g  no found
ation in reason. The guidance of reasdta being thus set 
aside what is left for the youthful mint*to trust in. It 
is not to be expected that ignorant boyland girls will 
have studied the constitution of the socia organism, or 
that their unassisted intelligence will terah them that 
their personal happiness, the peace of families, the sta
bility of society and national greatness arabound up in 
the question of the relations of the sexes. Wet when a 
walk after dark, a visit to a place of amusement, casual 
meetings of frequent occurrence, or ordioarytfriendship 
with one of the opposite sex brings condemnation in its 
train what wonder that thousands of young people, by 
no means lightminded or frivolously disposed* throw 
prudence to the winds and learn too late that beneath 
the treacherous ice, spread by custom and ignorance, 
lies hidden deep and deadly waters ready to engulf them. 
Would it not be better far to leave the cold dark waters, 
expoeed to view, than to hide them from sight till no 
one knows their depth and coldness till he has tasted 
their black bitterness. Does it follow that because few 
have the strength to bear man’s yoke of isolation all 
could not obey nature’s law of chastity and universal 
brotherhood. Depend upon it that the social evil does 
not yield to treatment because the treatment is unscien
tific, because the diagnosis is at fault.

Thousands of men who would scorn to take advan
tage of a girl’s innocence, a woman’s fondness, were free 
and honourable intercourse permitted between* the 
sexes, now injure those they would cherish fromtjsheer 
ignorance of their own and woman’s noblest needs. 
They arefond, and they desire to show their fondness, 
but they afrfcfpr the most part ignorant of thi spirit
ual resources ol-she human being. They are just un-
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trained animals coming into possession of forces and 
potentialities they do not understand, and they use 
their power like animals. Who is to blame? Thrown, 
through the undeveloped condition of woman’s mental 
powers, into the company of their own sex exclusively, 
when desirous of intellectual pleasures, they learn to 
look upon girls as suited only for frivolous amusement, 
and the natural companions of idle hours, when serious 
thoughts are thrown aside and physical attraction comes 
into full play. Now flirting, though amusing enough 
for a short time, becomes intolerably hard work when 
carried on for weeks together, and love making, whether 
there is love in the case or not, takes its place merely 
for the sake of a change. Would it not be miraculous 
if mischief did not result? How many unhappy en
gagements, how many fatal marriages are to be traced 
to this cause of mingled ignorance and idleness. The 
very fact that men look to men, instead of to women, 
for their code of honor in matters pertaining to sex 
would alone account for disastrous failure. Woman only 
can judge truly in matters concerning sexual morality. 
She alone is capable of estimating the wrong done to a 
woman in robbing her of the venerable title of hon
ored motherhood. She alone can form some faint 
estimate of the injury done to the child of shame by 
the depressing influence at work on the mother during 
the period of gestation. But is it probable that men 
will take women as their guides in the region of ethics 
so long as they esteem them only as companions for 
their lighter hours, as the ministers to their creature 
comforts, more reverenced than the cook when more 
skilled, better than a housekeeper because more econom
ical and more trustworthy.

Let women remember that their willingness to take a 
lower place than that assigned them by nature, works 
incalculable mischief to the higher interests of the men 
for whose sake they are false to their womanly instincts 
and false to their sex. Men taught while mere boys, 
both by father and mother, to hold women in small re
spect as a class, come to esteem the character of women 
of small account, except as it regards some man to whom 
the woman may happen to belong, and feel no shame 
in consorting with girls of less than reputable renown. 
When this step on the downward course is taken it is 
not hard to prophesy the result. The young man prob
ably means no harm. The evil began when a little tod
dling infant he discovered that he was of more import
ance to father and mother (to his world) than his little 
sister. Shall not his pleasure be of more importance 
than the good name of this woman, already of small 
account. And after all whut is a woman’s good name 
but the estimation in which she is held by men ? Will 
his action make her less acceptable to other men ? Cer
tainly no t; then he will follow his good pleasure, and as 
to making her an outcast from the society o,f other 
women what matters that ? And so the fatal lie runs 
its corrupting course. When society is built up on the 
theory of man supremacy would it not be illogical to re
member that the estimate of woman seals the fate of 
women, and that proud man does not care for a wife 
that women will not visit; that woman’s verdict is final 
even with the master, and that he would be loth to
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have his sister seen where that sad fair one haunts who 
has been eursed by too much of man's attention.

Whether we owe it or not the judgment of women 
determines the punishment that is meted out to those 
whose crime attacks the foundations of individual, of I 
family, of social honor. Whether we are willing to 
hare it so or not women inflict the social punishment, 
that attaches itself to sexual immorality, and women 
are therefore guilty if they use less than their ut
most efforts to lessen the widespread and destructive 
vice that is blighting our homes and bringing disgrace 
upon our cities. Their efforts must be directed, as we 1 
have endeavored to show, not only to dealing righteous 
judgment and equal punishment to the offenders of both 
sexes, but more especially to raising the whole tone of 
woman's mind so as to enable her to take her rightful 
place in social life as the companion, friend, and guide 
of man. It is here that her influence is especially 
needed. Let her, by precept and example, inspire her 
sisters to make the effort that is necessary for them to 
become the chosen friends of men; then the woman’s 
ideal of noble life will be unconsciously adopted in the 
region of sexual morality, as it is already adopted in | 
other walks of life. Men and women have tried to live 
apart from each other, without mutual understanding, 
without love, without sympathy, making sexnal at
traction of the lowest kind do duty in their stead, and 
the experiment has proved a monstrous failure. It is 
union, not division, that the Great Mother wants. Not 
separation of the brothers and sisters of the human 
family but mutual understanding that would produce 
mutual trust. Mothers do not strive to keep your 
young daughters apart from the companionship of men 
hat strive to make your boys worthy of all trust and 
honor, so that cot alone your girls but all girls are safe 
w ith them, then will you have built a wall of defence 
about the hearts of your sons and daughters for which 
future generations shall call you blessed.

YES OB NO.
The estate which we to-day call matrimony has been 

a slow evolution from the several antecedent conditions 
which have marked the progress of mankind hitherto.

W hen physical might was the only right, and bodily 
strength alone meant power, woman was made subject to 
himself by mac, and deprived of the liberty of sexnal 
choice, which is the privilege of the females of all the 
lower orders of creation; the “ disability” consequent 
upon her maternity only becoming apparent with the 
dawn of hnman intelligence!

If not, for this reason, destroyed in her infancy, she 
was, when mature, either taken a captive'in war or for
cibly abducted by one of her own tribe, and the man 
who thus secured a woman* for himself did with her as 
he pleased. He loaned her to other men as an act of 
friendship or hospitality; shared her permanently with 
several when the emergencies of war, or the chase, de
manded the absence of many men for long periods; 
multiplied her when his estate or prowess permitted him 
so to do; possessed her, defrauded her, divorced her, se
cluded her, imposed the heaviest tasks upon her, willed 
her to his heirs with his other chattels when he died, 
or burned her upon his funeral pyre.

The serfdom thus instituted has disguised itself io 
more seemly and attractive garbs, as the amenities of 
advancing civilization have demanded concessions from 1 
man; but a survey of present prevailing laws and cus
toms—customs extant among the most enlightened 1 
peoples—will result in the conviction that although j 
oar women are not abducted, captured, or made wives I 
by physical violence, nevertheless, the stronger of the ] 
two sexes still “ confines the other to the cares and pleas
ures of a domestic life,” whose duties and burdens ate : 
defined by man, and in his supposed interest.

The not so distaut, determined, and persistent oppo- j 
sition to giving women business advantages, professional I 
educations, equal wages, a voice in the affairs of state, 
found its root in the desire ot the majority of men to j 
hold within their own hands those powers and purchas- ■ 
ing agents which would give to them the vantage and 
enable them thus to bend woman, collectively and in
dividually, to their will; and to-day, whenever and how
ever equality of rights is denied, the animus is still the 
same.

u Wifehood is the crowning glory of woman,” says 
the priest; in it she is bound for all time. To her 
hnsband she owes the duty of unqualified obedience.”
“ The laws of God are Salic.” Plainly do those blind 
leaders of the blind fear lest, with the resources of the 
world at their equal command, women should gain the 
control of their own lives, and they tremble before a 
social revolution which must deprive them and all other 
men of many usurped prerogatives.

Fearing to  admit the vicious circle whose initial are 
that inale inscribed who in his ignorance defied the 
freedom of sexual choice, God-given to woman, men 
prefer to charge the social sins which threaten our peace 
solely to her desire for emaucipation from what they 
please to call divinely appointed subjection to their 
baser selves. Has bird or beast no message to these dev
otees of nature ?

the increase in the number of divorces when the 
marriage tie may easily be sundered; the prevalence of 
illegal unions wherever it has been tightened; the daily, 
hourly encroachments of prostitution, with the efforts 
to legalize it in so-calied Christian lands; the protests 
of some medical men and some “ advanced ” women 
against the enforced chastity of unmarried women; the 
decreasing desire for children; the numerous abortions— 
at whose door shall they be laid ?

It is true that in the past the subservience of woman 
to man has been to her a means of salvation, since she 
gradually acquired a habit of faithfulness towards the 
man who husbanded her, as he grew socially powerful 
enough to demand such allegiance and desired it, lest 
be he forced to care for children who were not his owu. 
Daughters in time thus inherited from their mothers, 
and were forced to cultivate by their fathers, a tendency 
toward chastity, for without it as wives they might be re
fused by other men. But man reserved for himself, be
cause he could, the right to corrupt women he found 
corruptible (measured by this standard) and at the same 
time so to stigmatize them that they should be a warn
ing to the class from which he expected to select the 
mothers of the children who should infegrit his name,
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estates or gold. Through the chastity thus enjoined 
[ upon the majority of women by the conditions of almost 

all civilizations the greater number have acquired at 
some period in the national development a tendency 

. toward virtue and a love of home upon which man has 
invariably reared his domestic and civic hopes for the I 
future, ignoring the disintegrating tendencies of his own 
cherished immunities, and forgetting that in the past 
this product of his self-interest, so powerful of good to 
himself and to his race, has been uprooted time and 
time again by the back-door-creeping of his most secret 
rice.

Whether the lights of the civilizations of our age are to 
be thus extinguished by the whirlwinds of licentiousness 
and riot, gathering strength as ever with ease and lux- 
uty, man must decide. The morality of moral woman 
unaided by him is as powerless as hitherto to avert 
the storm, while we are justified in dreading the 
dauger, which threatened and ruined Rome unheeded,! 
the growing repugnance of good women to the marital I 

: relation.
It is true, as man contends, that so long as there was 

but onto calling for a moral woman which entitled her 
to the honorable consideration of the men who made 
her world, and the women who echoed their senti
ments, she did hot stop to question the terms of the 
contract into which she entered on her wedding day, 
nor did she hesitate to embrace “ a life-long relationship 
in which every resulting right and duty were fixed by 
law, withont a thought given to that law; neither 
did she linger upon the threshold of matrimony to 
wonder if life held out no better hope. It is true 
that she does to-day, and as she pauses upon the brinkJ 
of his once condoned necessities it is not strange that 
man would gladly blind and shackle her once more, 
failing to see that their highest interests are one.

Wide as the poles, distant as moon and sun, has he 
endeavored to separate the two classes of women which 
he has created in response to his behests—the free wo
man and the bond—but hand in hand they stand before 
him questioning.
I u Wherefore! oh 1 man, should I , who am a neces
sary good, the guardian of your homes, the reply to your 
God-given propensities, be hotinded to obloquy-by you 
and by the virtuous women, who but for me could not 
exist, you say ? Give me protection, grant me your 
honor, engrave my name upon your hearthstone, teach 
your children to whisper it with reverence and not with 
shame. You entreat me, you beseech me, you draft 
your laws to encompass my ruin, undone you spurn me. 
Wherefore?

“ And me, your honor, I have, and this is all forsooth. 
My personality, my individuality, my right to live, 
my control of my offspring are merged in you, you are 
indeed my lord and master, and have left me without 
the right of appeal to any civil authority for the redress 
of any wrong while I am yours, wherefore ?”

If to-day the female prostitute be considered the more 
criminal because she earns her bread by her vice while 
the male is excusable because he but squanders bis earn
ings upon her, the only possible explanation is that 
man has neither conceded to woman the right to earn

money or acknowledge her proprietorship in her own per
son. As she acquires one freedom she will, as he fears, 
demand the other, and she will then in some way, for 
evil or for good—which, is the question—equalize the so
cial and civil laws which to-day7 make sensual crimes 
the sin of woman; the tribute to nature, of man. And 
moreover with -her recognition of the indignities to 
womanhood, marriage offers, of the murders which it 
legally justifies, of the cruelties it sanctions, and for which 
it offers no redress, will come an overturning for which 
man is responsible, since;by him were made the laws and 
by him they are supported.

Upon the present basis how should men suppose the 
old sentiments will prove strong enough to induce 
proud, sensitive, intelligent, half-emancipated women to 
accept the bitterness with the sweet, to forego compara
tive freedom for a servitude which, beginning in love, 
may so soon be turned to hate ? With half-opened 
eyes how should they suppose weak women would re
main true to tyrannical masters who demand for them
selves every freedom they deny their wives.

Is it naught that over the children whose maternity 
she m ay not refuse woman has no control; naught that 
her unborn babe may be willed to an alien by the man 
who fathered i t ; naught that she has no voice in its 
education, its religion, if her wishes and his do not 
coincide ?

There are some points,” says Alice Stone Black- 
well, “ in which the law is more than just to women, 
but these do not offset the more important ones in 
which it is less. The few unfair advantages which they 
do give can almost all be traced to the idea that women 
are properly wards of their husbands or of the State, 
rather than citizens entitled to equal rights and equal 
responsibilities. The example most frequently quoted 
is that4 a husband is legally bound to support his wife, 
while a wife is not legally bound to support her husband.* 
There is another side to the case which is not so often 
mentioned. The law gives a husband a right to his 
wife’s services.” In any labor market, except a slave 
market, would they be valued at so little worth as the 
board and lodging with which they are recompensed ?

When women are self-supporting must they not de
mand of the man who proposes to share their lives, 
“ How w ill you recompense me, if I give up my life, 
work, my opportunity for self-advancement along my 
own lines of purpose and of being to undertake for 
you, with you, a task you cannot accomplish by yourself, 
and in so doing forego all means to gratify my personal 
aims ?”

Sordid ? Shookingly mercenary ? In Europe, mar
riage settlements are not unknown, and in romance- 
loving America the candidate for matrimouy sometimes 
makes a shrewd mental estimate and decision upon a 
gold basis; yet read by the light of the law “ with all 
my worldly goods 1 thee endow ” is so transparently a 
witticism that one regards with wonder the faith which 
accepts the vow unchallenged.

To force women to depend upon the geuerosity or 
justness of their husbands in pecuniary matters is 
right to neither and is not conducive to the highest 
happiness of either in the majority of instances. If
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ier® wive* vhoM hirfamh concede their claim to 
u  allowance, if there art others who expend without 
remonstrance far larger rams than the hitler can afford 
*o give—do these alter the fort that thegreater number 

Warned women never find Ibeiwelrw, he mum/, the 
ftbsolut© possessors of one dollar to do with exactIv os 

desire from the day of their marriage till their 
death? And if some of these pensioners upon the bounty 
®* their masters endanger their own honesty when they 
Q*e money drawn from the family exchequer for any 
purpose unapproved of them, however dear to their own 
hearts, the reel too often openly defy both wishes and 
command# and lire in a state of petty rebellion hardly 
conducive to domestic felicity, or to a high tone of pa- 
rental influence, although apparently justifiable from the 
standpoint of a defrauded woman.

Within the bonds of matrimony, es without them, 
money is power. The woman who basin housewifely ser
vice lost her familiarity with the art which once rap-1 
ported her, who has no bank account on which to draw 
in case of need, whose very clothes may belong to the 
man she serves; what hope for her in rebellion, how
ever she be wronged? And conversely, “ it is more of
ten the sense of bis absolute power over the woman be 
has married that converts a man into a selfish tyrant, 
than any inherent desire he has to be unkind or unjust; 
and if, from the outlet, a husband knew that his wife 
could not he forced to submit to his degrading exac
tions, bis neglect, and contemptuous indifference to her 
comfort, he would from the instinct of self-defence be 
kind and considerate, an/l make his life a ministry to 
her happiness.**—Chari* n R ta d e .

tint, if marriage should come to imply the personal 
freedom of woman, if it should mean the equal and in
alienable right in her children, if it should signify equa
bly divided property and income, equably divided duties, 
the individuality of woman preserved to herself, the 
choice or not of motherhood, will not men universally 
prefer for themselves the nntrumrnelled ease of bachel- 
ordorn ?

To this question the following statements may be op
posed; time and trial alone will answer it:

1st. Men do desire and will continue to desire chil
dren whom they are assured are their own—to whom 
they may bequeath their accumulations of honor and 
of wealth.

2d. The supposed necessity of license in the sexual 
relations of husbands and wives is founded upon a be
lief which would make equally imperative prostitu
tion before marriage. With the denial of the necessity 
of the latter must come that of the former.

3d. When the Htate recognizes women as citizens 
who are entitled equally with men to its protection and 
to be given equal responsibilities,man individually will 
be more inclined to admit that the life and health of 
woman is not bis to destroy, and hence a reprobation of 
the present sacrifices will arise.

4tb. As it is perceived that a free people most have 
free mothers, man will regretfully acknowledge that in 
so far as woman has been denied the rights of a person, 
has he enslaved her children and his, that in pitching 
bis household tents Min the thick green pastures of sen

sual existence rather than upon the wlnd-ewept height* 
of spiritual blessedness,*' be has been a traitor to hfc i 
country and to his race; for if the advancement *>1 <. 
mankind is the only legitimate, and is the divinely-in- 
Hpired end of each man’s earthly existence (sod *W 
can doubt it ?), he sins who himself lives upon a lovw 
plane of thought and action than that to which In 
might ascend, errs still more deeply if in bis childrcs 
be bar the progress of the race.

(To be continuer!)

REQUIREMENTS OF A PERFECT DRESS,
The requirements of a perfect dress are: 1. Freedom 

of movement. 2. No pressure over any part of tin 
body. 8. No more weight than is necessary for warmth, 
and both weight and warmth equally distributed. 4. 
Quick changeability. 5, Grace and beauty, combined 
with comfort and convenience. 0. Not departing toe 
conspicuously from the ordinary dress of the time.

I arn addressing the trade and my first words to them 
a c: “Come over to os and help us.” Women have 
been of great service to them; is it then too much to adt 
them to be of some service to us in return? The attitude 
of the trade to dress reformers and of dress reformer* to 
the trade has hitherto been one of mutual hostility, the 
former looking upon dress reforms as an enemy to be 
rooted, the latter considering the trade as a monster to 
be bated, dreaded and defied.

There is not the least cause for this mutual ill-feeling. 
We are beginning to see more clearly every day that 
we can make no appreciable progress without the con
currence and practical assistance of the trade. And 
my aim here is to show that although the trade can get 
on without dress reformers, they will get on much bet
ter with us and by assisting us. This point established, 
mutual hostility will be succeeded by mutual help.

Whichever nation can succeed first in modeling drra 
on really scientific and artistic principles will eventually 
lead the whole world of fashion. The French trade 
has led the world by its artistic appreciation of color. 
Of form, which is the higher branch of art, it knows 
nothing, and for beauty of form it substitutes distortion 
of form. Of the science of the subject also it knows 
nothing. Of physiology, of hygiene, of health, it knows 
nothing and cares nothing. And owing to this carelea 
or willful ignorance, it is a fact that not a mother of any 
nation who follows this lead ever arrives at the full de
velopment of her normal stroctore or to  the fall and 
healthy exercise of her bodily and mental organs and 
functions. The French trade has led the world by its 
knowledge of but one branch of the subject, and that 
the lowest branch. What therefore shall that nation 
attain to, who, not indeed neglecting this one branch, 
is able to add to it a knowledge of the two higher 
branches?

The requirements of a perfect dress are now set be
fore the trade, and if, or as far as, these are fulfilled a 
dress will be both scientific and artistic. By complying 
with these requirements in however small a degree a 
most valuable service will be rendered to woman and 
to humanity. While in following such a coarse the 
trade will lay the foundation of a lasting and world-
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<vide success. M e a n w h ile  no bouleversem ent of trade is 
necessary,and no in d iv id u a l member of legitimate trade 
«il) be injured. I propose to enlarge on this part of the 
subject on subsequen t occasions.

I have before me the report of the Rational Dress 
Society ( President, the Viscountess Ilarberton; Secre
tary, Miss Carpenter). The list of subscribers for ’84 
and ’85 are not very numerous, but as I .know from my 
experience in the R. D. Association, the value or extent 
of the work done cannot be estimated by the number of 
subscribers.

The Society very wisely draws attention to the in
convenience of the ladies’ riding habit, the strained, un
healthy and tiring position it forces a woman to sit in, 
as well us the injury to the horse which has to hear the 
weight of the rider on one side. The comfort and well
being of both horse and rider would be vastly increased 
if the weight of the body were equally balanced on both 
sides of the horse, the rider having a dress in which she 
could assume this position. In such a dress and position 
not only more comfort but more safety would be ob
tained, by greater security of seat and absence of en
cumbering and entangling drapery.

I append the following quotations from the report as 
apropos of my remarks to the trade: “ I f  however, he
(the artist) only drew faithfully what I saw a few days 
ago in Mayfair, he would portray a young girl who, be
tween padding in some places and pinching in others, 
had come to resemble a stuffed pincushion. She could 
not walk. She literally tottered, owing to her pointed
toed and high-heeled shoes, her severe lacing, and cum
bersome skirts.” “ I will try to make faithful picture 
in words of a lady, an earnest devotee of fashion, one 
who is a type of many women, and I ask you what in
spiration can a painter draw from her and others of her 
kind? Her waist, which is down among her digestive 
organs—or physiology lies— measures 17, or at most 18 
inches, whereas the waist of the little Medician Venus 
is 26. She wears a crinolette or dress improver, look
ing like what is known in architecture as a flying but
tress. I involuntarily shudder lest she may snap at the 
narrowest point, but she does not, she does not even 
make a moan. She knows she is in the fashion. ‘ II 
fan! BouftVir pour etre’ not ‘ belle,’ for no one with an 
eye for the beautiful could call her so' but ‘ a la mode.’ 
Perhaps a painter of sardonic humor might give her gro
tesque outline a place in a new * Dance of Death.’ But 
what is there in her to gratify the artist’s eye ? Beauty 
of form? Rather deformity. Flowing drapery ? Oh 
no,nothing but the solid edification (edifice?) of that 
wretched flying buttress. Grace of motion ? -Not so 
much as is possible to a Dutch doll.”

Tho following passage is quoted from the P a ll M all 
Gazelle: “ It we can teach the right principles that un
derlie all good forms of dress, thal is as much as we can 
aim at. Taste is an individual possession, and as rare 
as any other artistic gift. What above all things we 
desire is to preserve the proper proportions of the hu
man figure while allowing as much freedom and ease of  
motion as possible.”

In your R e v ie w  for August last you insert Miss Kate 
Field’s dictum on dress reform. She informs the Amer

ican public that I advocate Lady Tlarberton’s “ divided 
skirt.” A more attentive perusal of my article in the 
North American Review, from which she quoted, might 
have shown her that she was mistaken in this. I wrote 
“ Imposing any particular form of dress is unwise, be
cause the taste of the day is so depraved that no good 
could result, and because women should choose for 
themselves, resisting all external imposition.” I have 
insisted on this point in every lecture I  have given, 
both here and in America. I object, and always have 
objected to any society attempting to reform dress by 
imposing “ divided skirts ” or any other special form of 
dress on its members. This difference of opinion was 
the remote cause of the separation between inysetf and 
the R. D- S., the immediate cause being an outburst of 
impatient rudeness on my part at the persistent continu
ance of this imposition. Personally, I quite agree with 
Miss Kate Field as to the merits, or rather demerits, of 
this particular garment, and do not wear it. I  wear, 
and call what I  wear—trousers.

In the beginning of our dress reform crusade, the 
name “ divided sk irt” was cleverly hit upon by Lady 
Harberton, and it served to familiarize the minds of 
timid conventional people to the idea that women might 
wear a two-legged garment for their own two legs with
out the world coming to an end, or society becoming de
moralized. But it has done its work, and its being 
held on to as an article of faith by the Society, and even 
its definite width in inches insisted on, does not help on 
dress reform—but on the contrary retards it.

The arbitrary .action of the authorities of Montana in 
suppressing by municipal decrees a garment worn by 
some women resembling the Mother Hubbard dress, 
was much talked of when we were in America, and 
lately I  have seen it mentioned in some of the English 
papers as an instance of unwarrantable tyranny on the 
part of American men towards women in thus interfer
ing with their dress. That this species of interference 
is an unwarrantable piece of tyranny, no one, I should 
think, outside of Montana, would for a moment ques
tion ; nevertheless I quite agree with these gentlemen as 
to the indecency or suggestive indecency of such a style 
of dress. A  lady, or woman, or female, which shall I  
call her? used to appear in the suppressed garment at 
the public rooms of an hotel in Philadelphia where we 
were staying, and the costume gave me a sensation of 
disgust. Why? Because it has the same suggestive 
effect as the petticoat, “ only more so.” The idea that 
the body is, or may be, unclothed underneath the loose 
drapery, and that this fact may be disclosed at any mo
ment by some unforeseen accident. The costume is in 
fact a petticoat coming from the neck instead of from 
the waist. If  these gentlemen of Montana could or 
would reason out their sensations, they would know that 
what I  say is the truth, and if they were consistent they 
ought to become the strongest advocates of some sort of 
Bloomer costume, which, as it covers the body closely 
and conveniently, is the only really decent and modest 
style of dress —E . M. K ing in Cloak, Suit and Ladies’ 
Wear Review.

I f  you would learn to control others, first learn to 
control yourself.
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T he February number of T he A lpha was delayed 
six days in its issue, which caused uneasiness to some 
of our subscribers. The delay was partly due to a crowd
ing business in the printing office and partly to the 
severe snowstorm. It is the latest 'issue we have ever 
made.

To A lpha’s numerous friends: An unusual overflow of 
kindly and sympathetic encouragement from old friends 
and new, some so very new as to present their own in
troduction, bits reached us the past two months in words 
of cheer,invaluable thought, and in mat< rial aid,for all of 
which we return heartful thanks. In looking through a 
pile of accumulated letters we are filled with remorse 
that so many should still lie unanswered on our desk, 
when our heart has had an overflow of love and grati
tude for the dear ones that have so kindly remembered 
T he Alpha needs and its struggling editor. To one and 
all, we offer the meed of thanksgiving and love, with a 
prayer for rich blessing of fruition upon their tender 
hearts, and a pledge of love and reverence from our own 
while we faithfully struggle to be more faithful, more 
vigilant, and truthfully brave in utterance, and clean in 
heart end thought; giving freely as we receive, and trust
ing God and the judgment of friends on each monthly ven
ture, knowing that the truth must be uttered, whether men 
and women will hear or whether they forbear. We have 
sowed in tears, may we reap with joy.—E d.

It is most refreshing and encouraging to note this 
number of women who devote their time and talent to 
journalism, not only as letter-writers, news gatherers 
and literary efforts, hu t as editors and proprietors of 
well-conducted and high-toned journals. These jour
nals of women are increasing in number and for taste
ful arrangement, neatness, and valuable contributions, 
are not equalled by many journals conducted by rnen.

W hat we want to see brought to the front prom
inently is a broad, catholic spirit towards all, especially 
towards their own sex. A  spirit of fraternity, a loyalty 
to one another and to tru th , with an abiding faith in 
the highest possibilities of our race and a strong desire 
to do our part well, earnestly and honestly in the world’s 
work.

W e want women to have the courage of their con
victions, even if these convictions may reach out a span 
or more in advance of the popular recognition or esti
mation of them. W e want to see an inflexible integ
rity that will scorn plagiarism as they would burglary 
or petit larceny; a frank, catholic spirit that will hold 
itself ready to correct errors and, if  need be, retrace 
steps when mistakes have been made—by a frank ac
knowledgment and retraction that will be a pledge for 
future fealty. W e like to see one woman more gifted 
or popular assist those less fortunate. I f  they see an
other struggling with an unpopular reform, which they 
secretly recognize and commend, not fear to stand 
openly for their convictions, even though they be not 
understood or are unpopular. This course will help 
the world’s march towards better things.

All labor is honorable and blessed in proportion to 
our consecration and love of it, and our aim to perfect 
it in accordance with our highest ideal. Much of this 
labor is seed-sowing, sowing in tears, with a weary 
waiting for fruition and harvest; but it will come rich 
and satisfying at last. Let us cheer the time of waiting 
with faith and love. E d.

H elen W ilmans, editor of T h e WomarHs World, has 
thrown down the gauntlet and fairly challenged the 
sensuous world and bearded it in its den, the marriage 
bed. She says she has held silence too long through 
her paper. Now she must speak; to hold silence longer 
in the face of daily testimony would be criminal. She 
has decided to publish a pamphlet for women, and calls 
upon all interested in this subject, besides the actual 
suflerers, to come forward with the means to pay for its 
publication.

Brave Helen Wilmans ! All good men and women 
should sustain her, form a solid phalanx about her while 
she goes down into this hell and unearths the secret
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wickedness that is defrauding wives o f all th a t  is holy 
in their nature and obildren o f th e ir  b irth righ t— the 
right to be well born.

Alas! poor woman; we know somowhat of this un 
derground work by many experiences and confidences. 
She will suffer as others have for her chivalrous courage 
ostracism» secret slanders, m isin terpretation , and  many 
wounds aud tortures. B u t if  she sees th e  “  p illar of 
fire” ahead and the inspiration is w ith in  her, and is 
true to it, God will sustain her, and she w ill eventually  
be delivered, soul*clean, w ithout the smell o f fire upon 
her garments. Is she prepared to lay upon this a lta r o f 
humanity all Bhe holds d ear upon earth  ? If so, God 
speed and bless her and send hosts o f angels to  g ive her 
wiedom and grace, and guide and  protect her. H ere  is 
one name to add to the list o f those th a t w ill stand by her 
and defend her while she is iu th e  crucible o f pub lic  opin
ion, “A fellow feeling m akes us w ondrous k ind  ”— Caro- 
liniB. Winslow.

In the February num ber o f Woman's World Mrs. 
Wilmans publishes “ A n A w fu l L e tte r ,”  which is an 
experience of a half-mad woman. B u t how cam e she 
to be in this intense, desperate condition ? “  T hat’s th e  
question.”

WOMAN’S SUFFRAGE CONVENTION.
February 17th the E ig h teen th  A n n u a l C onvention 

of the Woman’s Suffrage A ssociation m e t in  W ash ing
ton, in the Church of “ O ur F a th e r ,”  an d  continued 
three days—morning hours to  executive session, and 
afternoon and evening to addresses, Susan B . A n thony  
presiding; Mrs. Stanton, Miss R achel Foster, an d  Mrs. 
Gage were not not able to be present.

The meetings were all well a ttended  by m ost earnest 
and intelligent men and women. T h e  addresses were 
exceptionally fine; p rom inent am ong th e  whole w as 
that of the Rev. Dr. Shippen, C lara B . Colby, M adam  
Clara Neyman, and Mrs. G ougar. T he favorable re
port of the Senate committee, and the sanguine ex
pectation announced of Senator B la ir, th a t  th e re  w as a 
prospect of a discussion o f th e  suffrage question in the 
Senate, cheered all hearts and  rendered  the  th ree  days’ 
meetings among the most m em orable o f  all ou r m eet
ings. We would like to reproduce som e o f the speeches, 
and at no distant day hope to  give our readers most of 
Madam Neyman’s adm irable paper. T he tone o f  loy
alty, patriotism, and m orality w as a p rom inen t char
acteristic.

The debates in executive session w ere unusually  able, 
spirited, and interesting. T he representation o f  three 
of the Southern States was a novel fea tu re , o f which the 
witty and properly-named Mrs, M eriw ether w as the

m ost prominent. A t the close of her speech, Thursday 
evening, she requested th e  privilege o f introducing her 
youngest son, a finely form ed and featured young m an 
o f 22. H e was well received, and addressed the Con
vention briefly, saying some very  good things. Among 
others, he marvelled th a t men should object to strong- 
m inded  women, clearly inferring  th a t  they preferred 
w eak-m inded and silly women. “ I  am proud to ac
know ledge th a t m y m other is strong m inded, and as 
sweet and lovable as she is strong.” I t  w as a beautiful 
tr ib u te  from  a  son to his m other, and made more than 
oue te a r  spring to th e  eye. 80 few  enjoy such recog
n ition  and support from  their dear ones when they  dare 
to step outside th e  hom e and plead for justice for the ir 
sex. T he rule- is for fam ily ties to be tightened and 
m ade to  em barrass and pam per and hinder brave hearts 
by pulling  in  th e  opposite direction, which adds so much 
to  the  burden and pain  of th e  effort th a t m any a capa
ble and  good woman is d e terred  from public work, thus 
sm othering  influence and  ab ility  th ro u g h  th e  unsym pa
th e tic , if  not open, opposition from  the  m ale members 
o f  th e i r  fam ily.

T h e  tim e w ill come w hen the parable o f the ten tal
ents w ill m ean m ore to women than i t  now  does, and an 
en ligh tened  conscience w ill no t suffer any one to wrap 
th e ir  ta le n t in a  napkin  and bury  i t  under the p re ju 
dices or illiberality o f dom inant forces. L ord , hasten 
the day when ind iv iduality  and  true freedom  shall reign 
in th e  land  irrespective o f  sex, race, or previous condi
tion of servitude. T he following resolutions were 
adop ted  by th e  E xecutive Comm ittee, and presented to 
th e  C onven tion :

W hereas, women as w ell as men are citizens of the 
U nited  S ta te s  with an equal claim upon the N ational 
G overnm ent for p rotection  in  the righ ts o f c itizenship; 
and

W hereas the rig h t to  the ballot should be protected 
in all the women o f th e  nation  alike, and thus secured 
from reversal by S ta te  legislatures or lim itation by State 
lines: therefore

Resolved, F irs t, th a t we reaffirm  our confidence in the  
uational m ethod  o f securing the ballot to  women through 
an am endm ent to  th e  F edera l C onstitution.

2d, T h a t we call upon the F o rty -n in th  Congress, in 
th e  nam e of justice, to  subm it a t once to  the S tates the 
resolution, now  pending, w hich provides that once and  
forever “ the rig h t of c itizens o r the U nited  States to 
vote shall not be denied or ab ridged  by th e  U nited  
S tates o r by any  S tate on account o f sex.”

Resolved, T ha t while the indiv idual m em bers o f th is 
A ssociation, according to personal preference, sym pa
th ize  w ith the various political parties, th e  N ational 
W om an’s Suffrage A ssociation, as an organization, de
clares itse lf to  be non-partisan  in politios.

Resolved, T hat we pro test against the admission to th e  
Union o f any T errito ry  the constitution o f w hich shall
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contain a provision excluding women from the exercise 
of the elective franchise.

Whereas, a bill now pending before Congress pro
poses, under the pretence of suppressing polygamy, to 
disfranchise all the women of Utah, Gentile as well as 
Me >rmon: therefore

Resolved, That while approving the action, of Con
gress in making disfranchisement a penalty for the 
crime of polygamy, we indignantly protest against the 
injustice of punishing Gentile and non-polygamous Mor
mon women for crimes never committed, and that we 
call upon the national House of Representatives to strike 
out section 7 of of this bill.

Resolved, That we rejoice in the fact that the great 
reformatory movements, religious, social, and industrial, 
are becoming educated to the knowledge that the ballot 
in the hands of woman is the weapon needed to secure 
their success.

Resolved, That we hereby express the great loss to 
the Association of our co-workers in the death, during 
the year, of Mrs. Clarina I. H. Nichols, of California, 
one of the pioneers in this cause ; of the mothers of our 
corresponding and recording secretaries, Mrs. Julia T. 
Foster, of Pennsylvania, and Mrs. Cornelia Sheldon, of 
New York, ever our firm and helpful friends; and of 
our young and brilliant vice-president for Arkansas, 
Mrs. Lizzie D. Tyler, and that we express to their fam
ilies and friends our sympathy in their great sorrow.

Miss Anthony read a letter from Mrs. Stanton, in 
which she reiterated the sentiment of the much discussed 
resolution of last year, with regard to ecclesiastical hin
drances of women towards liberty and self-respect.

The Convention closed amid general good feeling.

D ear Mrs. W inslow: Inclosed you will find one dol
lar as subscription for The Alpha. I do not know what 
the exact price of the paper is, and will send the rest if 
not enough.

If it will not trouble you too much, I would like to 
state to you the case of a friend of mine and to ask a 
few questions which it suggests.

My friend isayoung woman of about twenty-five years 
of age; she is considerably below the average height of 
women, but her body is well-formed; her head, perhaps, 
is a little larger than it should be for her size; she cannot 
bear either a bodily or mental strain without nervous 
prostration; she has just lost a position as stenographer 
on this account and is now with me; she consulted a 
physician some two weeks ago, who told her that she 
needed complete rest for a month or two, and also ad
vised her to get married; she is dependent entirely upon 
her work for a living and cannot afford to take the 
needed rest—as to getting married one cannot get mar
ried any day or to anybody.

A few days ago we consulted another physician with 
whom we had some acquaintance, and who professes to 
make a specialty of women’s diseases. He also advieed 
her to get married, saying she risked her life by not 
doing so.

Wishing to gain as much information as possible, we 
spoke very plainly on the subject, and he tried  to con
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vince us that motherhood was natural and essential to a 
woman’s health and happiness; .that even where, from 
one cause or another, it was not advisable to become a 
mother it was best to repress any result that might bo 
brought about by cohabitation.

Will you be so kind as to give us your opinion of the 
advice given us, and toll us whether a woman’s life can 
bo in any more danger because she is not married than 
it would be if she were; also, are married women, as a 
rule, healthier than unmarried women, and is the ave
rage life of an unmarried woman shorter than that of a 
married woman ?

By favoring me with an early reply you will greatly 
oblige, yours, very respectfully,

D ear Madam: Your communication interests me, 
while it vexes my soul to know that medical men should 
be so wedded to that living lie (viz: the physical neces
sity for sexual indulgence) as to hinge their diagnoses 
and prognoses on that one function of the complex or
ganization of the human body.

If the members of our profession would learn from 
their studies and professional experiences that most of 
the cases of nervous prostration and much chronic dis
ease that comes under their observation is the direct 
result of perverted sexual instinct. Could an angel or 
archangel from the highest heavens reveal to their moral 
sense that all vital force should be conserved for good 
uses (not suppressed but directed) to the highest and best 
interests of the race, and consecrated to mental and moral 
or muscular efforts, and only when a new life is to be 
evoked, under the most favorable conditions, should it 
be expended in conjugal congress.

Health suffers from wrong thinking as from lorong doing. 
Any man or woman who has a real live interest in any 
of the objects of life, whether self-improvement or ac
quisitions or benefiting others—enjoying congenial com
panionship—will not suffer deterioration of body or 
mind from any amount of continence. If they do, they 
have a bad inheritance and are unfit for marriage or 
parentage.

Tell your friend to change her occupation, and it may 
be her locality, to a rural district. Let her be much in 
the open air and sunshine. Occupation in a garden or 
hayfield would be good exercise. If not able to labor 
let her wait on those that work till she is strong enough 
to work. Let her adopt a plain, easily digested, nutri
tious diet, and a rational style of dress; light, warm, 
well-fitting, without ligatures, whalebones, or useless 
draperies. Let her abandon corsets and long heavy 
skirts, garters, tight sleeves or bands about the waist, 
with a little medication to assist deficient nutritive pow
ers, and she will soon rejoice in strength and power to 
endure.

Marriage is too vital and too sacred an institution to
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be prescribed as readily as a  dose o f m ed ic iue . A n d  a ll 
physicians know th a t  un d er the physical necessity idea 
five years of such a m arried  life, w ith  th e  b irth  o f three 
or four accidental o r undesired  ch ild ren , breaks th e  
health of nine-tenths o f the w ives in  our lan d , and  most 
childless wives are invalids, and  husbands and wives 
who resort to w icked devices to  p reven t conception 
while they indulge in sensuality , suffer th e  consequences 
of their waste and desecration by dyspepsia, nervous 
prostration, and tha t, m ost painfu l m en ta l depression 
that so often term inates in insan ity .

When physicians know  th a t  i t  is a  p a r t o f the ir 
duty to their patien ts  to  dispel m orbid  m en ta l cond itions 
by truthful instructions th a t w ill p u t jo y  and  hope in to  
their hearts, by re legating  this sex question  to  th e  rig h t 
relations in life on a  m oral and  physio logical basis. O ur 
profession will d im in ish  in  num bers  and  th e  w orld  be 
the better for it.

When your fr ien d ’s hea lth  is resto red , and  she m eets 
a healthy, pure, m anly m an th a t  she loves a n d  w ho loves 
her, marry. B ut never lose h e r  self-respect o r w om anly  
dignity, that w ill no t allow any  excess o r  perversion o f 
any good uses, an d  she m ay  have a  reserve  p ow er in 
vigor of body and m in d  to  be th e  m o th e r  o f beautiful) 
children that will rejoice in th e ir ow n existence a n d  bless 
the world by their oversoul o f  goodness. T hese ru les 
will lead those that observe th em  in to  th e  upper w alks 
of life and higher aspirations, p u re r  jo y , an d  a  rap t 
vision of the D ivine source o f  all life  an d  joy . T hen  
will her hnsband praise  h e r, h e r  fr iends repose in  h e r  
strength, and her ch ild ren  will be blessed, 
t Sincerely yours, C. B. W in s l o w .

CONCUBINAGE.
The following very interesting and useful commu

nication contains the same perplexing subject, so ably 
treated of by Elizabeth Kingsbury, in her continued 
articles in the current volume of The Alpha. We shall 
be much pleased to receive the thoughts of other cor
respondents on.this painful subject, which is so difficult 
to treat fairly and with justice to all parties, since by 
common consent women are the guardians of social 
morals. Yet most women are so ignorant and thought
less on these subjects, and so helplessly dependent on 
men for subsistence, as well as happiness, that they fall 
an easy prey to designing selfishness. But the English 
question of justice in establishing one code of morals 
for both sexes, must challenge the admiration of every 
one. It would be well for us on this side the Atlantic 
to inscribe this motto upon our banner, only ostracism is 
not as good as light and knowledge.—E d.

P ar is , Jan., 1886.
My Dear Dr. W in s l o w : Your kind letter of N ov.

1 2 th was forwarded to m e, and I  am  very g lad to 'f in d  
th a t  my le tte rs , etc., have reached you duly. Y our 
explanations and details concerning the woman’s suffrage 
m ovem ent were very clear, and  all tha t I  needed. V ery 
many th an k s for le tting  m e trouble  you, and fo r re
sponding so fully to my appeal for enlightenm ent. I  
have been very  m uch in terested  in  reading of the com
m em oration o f th e  seventieth  b irth-day o f Mrs. E . 
0 . S tan ton ; I  do adm ire h e r so very  much. H er beau ti
ful face would com pel love, if  h e r m ore beautiful 
character did no t tak e  our adm iration into a  higher plane. 
I t  is, indeed , a public blessing th a t there  is such a  paper 
as yours in which grave  questions can be broached w ith 
c e r ta in ty  th a t nothing b u t though tfu l, earnest opinion 
will be elicited; and I  esteem m yself very fortunate  in 
be in g  perm itted  to  contribute ray m ite to  th e  discus
sions there in  carried  on. I  can tru ly  say th a t  your work 
has throw n g rea te r lig h t on th e  m ysteries of life, and  
done m ore to  clear aw ay th e  clouds of distrust a t th e  
governm en t o f the universe th an  I h a t  o f auy o ther 
th in k e r  w ith  w hom  I  am  acquainted. I t  is glorious to 
see th e  possibility o f a  day  daw ing, even in the d is tan t 
fu tu re , w hen poverty , disease, an d  inherited  w icked
ness, shall be th in g s  of the  past. I  say th e  possibility 
o f such blessings i t  is g rea t to  see, for th e  realization o f 
such a  happy state as m igh t resu lt from general know l
edge o f  the  effects o f r ig h t b ir th  m ust be fo r com ing 
ages; b u t to  know  th a t  th e  m uddle is m an’s, not Qod’s, 
is im m easurable ga in , and th is  know ledge i t  was hard  
to  g e t , h a rd  to  believe, w hile th e  thought th a t m an had 
little  p ow er over th e  reproductive faculty rem ained.

I find that many young men of the better educated 
and free-thinking classes, are getting terribly loose 
thoughts on the subject of concubinage ; and, indeed, 
I am so perplexed myself to know how to temper mercy 
to the unfortnnate, or wicked if you will, mothers of 
illegitimate children, with justice to children and to soci
ety, who certainly is in her proper place as guardian of 
morals and defender of her rights of the unborn, I am 
perplexed to know how to preserve the educative in
fluence of the present customs without falling into 
hardness and cruelty in the treatment of certain cases, 
which seem to be growing very frequent, where the 
mistress is wife and honest mother in all but legal and 
social acceptance, and because I  am so much perplexed 
myself, and find thoughts that I  cannot endorse grow
ing up, 1 long to get light from the students who have 
gathered around you in your noble effort to bring clear
ness of vision where thoughtlessness or muddle-headed
ness is the rule. We are at an epoch in our moral 
history now. The White Cross movement is spreading 
and educating our young men; vigilance societies are 
springing up everywhere, and it is proposed (perhaps 
rightly) to extend the social ostracism, hitherto exercised 
on women, to their partners in wroDg doing. This is 
right as far as it goes, but will it help the children of 
the ostracised ? Will it bring about a healthy public 
opinion, or will it hasten the day when a mistress is 
looked upon as a necessary prelude to settling in life, as 
il is with the French ? Men make public opinion at 
present, and if they are treated justly as wrong-doers, 
will they create a public opinion for tbemselves that
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sha ll lo w er even  th e  low to n e  o f  opinion th a t a lready  
ex ists ? N ow , m en  a t  least nphold  v irtu e  fo r  w om en, 
an d  a  d ecen t con cea lm en t, perhaps th e  rem n an t o f 
conscious sham e fo r them selves. W ill th e y  do th is  w hen 
th e  re in  is  p u lle d  tig h te r  ? T hese a re  questions th a t  
shou ld  b e  m e t; indeed , th e  w hole su b jec t shou ld  b e  
th rash ed  o u t w h ile  m en 's  m inds a re  ready fo r  in s truc tion , 
a n d  th e ir  h e a rts  seek in g  gu idance . T h e re  a re  m any  
hopefu l signs th a t  b e tte r  th in g s w ill com e in  th e  m oral 
w o rld , b u t  th e  ig n o ran ce  o f  m en is  appalling  on the  
sub jec ts to u ch in g  sexual physiology. D id  T  tell yon 
th a t  a  society has been fo rm ed  fo r th e  discussion o f  
questions re la tin g  to  th e  m u tual influences o f  th e  sexes 
in  L o n d o n  I t  nu m b ers  abou t six ty-tw o— fifty  m en  an d
tw elve  w om en. T h is  is rea lly  som eth ing  ex trao rd inary . 
A n o th e r  g o o d  sign I  m ust te il you of. A t  a  v ig ilance  
m ee tin g  h e ld  in  o u r neighborhood  th e  o th e r day , I  
noticed  th a t th e  m en  w ere  chiefly  y o u n g  m en , m ost 
b e in g  betw een th e  ages o f  tw enty-seven an d  fo rty  ; th a t  
I  th o u g h t a  hopeful sign , especially  as they  a ll be longed  
to  th e  u p p er-m id d le  class. I  know  you th in k  no th ing  
o f  th e  class, b u t h e re  i t  is  d iffe ren t, a n d  i f  m o ra lity  
once gets to  be th o u g h t “ cadd ish ,”  K bad  fo rm ,”  an d  u n 
g e n tle  nan ly , i t  is m ore  certa in ly  doom ed th a n  i f  its c ruel 
w ickedness w ere th o ro u g h ly  recogn ized , and we have to 
deal w ith  human nature as i t  is . I  m ust apolog ize fo r 
th e  le n g th  to  w hich I  have allow ed th is  le tte r  to  ru n , b u t 
I  know  I  am  ta lk in g  to  an  in d u lg en t fr ie n d . I  m ust 
ju s t  express a  w ish th a t  y o u r  ce leb ra tio n  p a rty  was a  g rea t 
success; I  th o u g h t o f  it  w ith  g re a t in te rest.

Y o u rs , w ith  affectionate reg a rd s , K . A .
THE WARNINGS OF HEREDITY,

I t  is  h a rd ly  a n y  longer necessary  to  ta k e  p a in s to  
p ro v e  th e  existence o f  a  g en e ra l law  o f  hered ity . M ed
ical readers, a t  least, do no t req u ire  to  be  conv inced  
th a t  ch ild ren  as a  g en e ra l ru le , th e  exception  to  w hich 
is  read ily  explicable, resem ble th e ir  pa ren ts  in  physical 
characters, in te lle c tu a l ap titu d es , and  m ora l propensities. 
T h e  broad law  o f  sim ilia  ex  sim ilibus is w ritten  upon  th e  
face o f  b iology in  p lain and obvious ch aracters, w hich  
no  fine observation  o r n ice d iscrim ination  is requ ired  to  
recogn ize . I t  is  im p o rtan t, how ever, to  be  thoroughly  
convinced th a t  h e re d ity  is n o t a  m ere  v a g ra n t princip le , 
opera tive  h e re  an d  inopera tive  th e re , in  an  apparen tly  
u n ce rta in  and  hap -h azard  fa s h io n ; bu t a  fixed law , 
alw ays in  a c tio n , y e t liab le  to  be  freq u en tly  obscured, 
ow ing  to  th e  ex trem e com plex ity  o f its  cond ition .

A  distinguished m an has a  foolish son ; an d  a careless 
observer sees a  breach o f  th e  law  o f h e red ity . I t  is 
fo rgo tten  th a t  th e  fo lly  m ay have been  in h e r ite d  from  
th e  m other o r from  the  g ran d fa th e r, accord ing  to  th e  
w ell-recognized  p rincip le  o f a tav ism , o r reversion. T he 
fa c t th a t  the  tendenc ies o f  th e  tw o  p aren ts  are  alw ays 
to  som e e x te n t d ifferen t, and m ay vary from  close har
m ony to  com ple opposition, in troduces an  in fin ite  varia 
b ility  in to  th e  result. I f  i t  be though t s trange  th a t 
ch ild ren  o f th e  sam e parents should  differ so m uch  in 
appearance, and in  m en ta l and m oral characters, it shou ld  
b e  borne in  m ind , first, th a t fam ily resem blance o f  fe a 
tu re  and  o f disposition are  ra ther th e  ru le  than  th e  ex 
ception - secondly, th a t  the  paren ts d iffer a t  d iffe ren t

ages, an d  consequently  tra n sm it d iverse  qualities to their 
o ffspring; an d  th ird ly , th a t  each  ch ild  inherits  some
th ing , bu t usually  a  d ifferen t th in g , from  previous gen
era tions, by  th e  law  o f a tav ism , already  m entioned.

I t  does no t req u ire  m uch  reflection to recognize how 
num erous and  how  v ita l a re  the  inferences dedocible 
from  th e  law  o f  he red ity . W e  live in  an age o f educa
tion  a n d  cu ltu re , an d  w e  a re  ap t to  fa ll in to  the  error of 
looking  upon ch ild ren  as so m uch  raw  m ateria l, which can 
b e  m oulded in to  any  shape  by m eans o f tra in in g , like clay 
in  th e  han d s o f  th e  p o tte r .  T h is is a  serious miscalcula
tio n , w hich  m ay  be fru itfu l iu  v a s t m ischief. Education 
can  do m uch , b u t th e  lim its o f  its  p o w er a re  inexorably 
fixed  by  h e re d ity . I f  a  ch ild  possesses a  b ra in  small in 
size  an d  p o o r in  convolu tions, a ll  th e  culture in the 
w o rld  w ill n o t enab le  h im  to  achieve resu lts  comparable 
w ith  those w h ich  th e  n a tu ra lly  g ifted  can attain  almost 
w ithou t effort. T h e  d iversity  o f  n a tu ra l ta le n t is enor
mous, a lthough  th e  a tte m p t to  educate all ou r youth  up 
to  som e a rb i tra r ily  fixed s ta n d a rd  m ay serve to  obscure 
th is  obvious fact.

I t  is  in  th e  rea lm  o f  d isease th a t  th e  w arniugs of he
re d i ty  becom e m ost n u m ero u s a n d  m ost solemu. .We 
k n o w  t h a t  m ost c o n s titu tio n a l d iseases w hich  perma
n e n tly  m o d ify  th e  stru c tu re  o f th e  body a re  hereditary. 
P h th isis, scro fu la , cancer, syphilis— these a re  merely the 
m o st te r r ib le  in stances o f  a  w idespread phenomenon. In 
n e a rly  o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  re co rd ed  cases o f  gout, there is 
ev id en ce  o f  h e red ita ry  ta in t .  I n  ph th isis, th e  proportion 
h as  been  p u t dow n a t o n e -th ird , b u t  in  m any cases the 
absence o f  p ro o f affords no  assu rance  th a t  hered ity  was 
in ac tiv e . T h e  e x ten t o f  th e  h e re d ita ry  character of 
can ce r is  o n e  o f  th e  d ispu ted  po in ts  o f  pathology: yet 
b u t few  d o u b t th a t  p red isposition  to  the  disease fre
q u e n tly  exists, ho w ev er m uch it  m ay have been fostered 
b y  local ir r ita tio n s . T h a t syphilis, in  certa in  o f its 
stages, is  a lm o st in e v ita b ly  t r a n s m itte d , does n o t admit 
o f  an y  d o u b t o r  d ispu te .

T h e  d e d u c tio n s  fro m  such fac ts a re  sufficiently ob
vious. T h e  su b jec t o f  p h th is is  should  be earnestly dis
suaded fro m  m arriage . I f  a  p red isposi'ion  to  this dis
ease ex ists on th e  s id e  o f e ith e r  p a ren t, th e  children 
should, as f a r  as possible, en joy  ab u n d an t fresh  air, sun
sh in e , n u tr it io u s  food, a n d  th e  hygienic conditions which 
experience has show n to  be m ost efficient in  checking 
th e  deve lopm en t o f  phthisis. In  th e  case o f syphilis, 
th e  surgeon w ill often  be  consu lted , and  his advice, if  
based on adequate  know ledge, w ill be the  m eans of 
a v e rtin g  evils w hich a re  te rrib le  to  contem plate.

T h e  p rincip le  o f  h e red ity  w ill often  afford valuable aid 
in  the  fo rm atio n  o f  a  correct prognosis. A  lingering  bron
c h itis , o r  a  slow -resolving pneum onia, excites widely 
d iffe ren t fee lings o f apprehension , accord ing  as the pa
tie n t com es o f  a  h ea lth y  stock , o r o f one ta in ted  with 
phthisis. A n  en la rg em en t o f jo in t  o r bone has a  widely 
d iffe ren t significance in  a  h ea lth y  a n d  in  a  strumose 
subject. A  doub tfu l tu m o r becom es m uch more grave 
i f  th e re  be a  c lea r record o f  cancer in  the patient’s 
fam ily.

In  th e  d e p a rtm e n t o f therapeutics, heredity  may often 
g ive  valuab le  gu idance . A  m orb id  condition  which we 
a re  a t  first disposed to regard  as pu re ly  sym ptom atic and

/
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trivial, may stand revealed in  th e  lig h t o f hered ity  as a 
radical vice of constitution, d e m a n d in g  w idely  d iffe ren t! 
treatment. The tendency  to obesity m ay  adm it o f  read y ] 
counteraction; but i f  i t  be clearly  h e red ita ry , i t  w ill 
probably resist our m ost p a tie n t endeavors. A  li tt le  
persistent oozing o f blood fro m  the  gum s m ay  seem  
trifling, but it will tax  ou r best efforts i f  th e  p a tien t 
have inherited a tendency to  hsem ophilia.

Many facts are on record show ing th a t  curious m o r
bid tendencies run in  fam iles. D arw in  re la te s  th e  case 
of a woman who died o f apoplexy a t th e  age  o f sixty- 
three. Her two daughters succum bed to  the  sam e d is
ease. One o f these had a  fam ily  o f  tw elve ch ild ren , 
who all died of tubercular m en ing itis . E sq u iro l records 
a case of father, son, and  grandson , w ho all becam e in 
sane at the age of fifty. S ir H e n ry  H olland  records th e  
cases of three brothers w ho h a d  hem ip leg ia  a t  th e  sam e 
age; of three sisters w ho each becam e ep ilep tic  a t  th e  
age of twenty-four; o f th ree cases of d iabetes in  bro thers 
under the age of ten ; and a  n um ber o f  sim ilar instances. 
The important deductions w hich th e  m edical p rac titio n e r 
must draw from such facts, hard ly  req u ire  to  be shew n  
at length.

One caution m ust be added in  co n c lu s io n : Heredity]
is a tendency, not an unalterable fa te . The strongest fa m ily  
tendency, say to phthisis, can of ten, under favorable circum-l 
stances, be averted, but only on condition that it is early re-\ 
cognized and vigorously combated by all the means at our\ 
disposal. B y th e  early recognition  o f m orbid  tendencies 
iu families, aud the resolute adoption o f  p rev en tiv e  
measures, the m edical p rac titio n e r w ill enorm ously ben
efit his patients, and win fo r m edicine a n o th e r claim| 
upon the respect and g ra titu d e  o f m an k in d .— British  
Medical Journal.

LEGAL PROTECTION FOR Y9UNG GIRLS.
BY AARON M. POWELL.

The true function  of g o v ern m en t is the p ro tec tio n  o f 
the weak against the strong. A m ong  those  m o s tly  in j 
need of safeguards are young g irls , especially o f  th e  
poor and dependent, and  th e re fo re  g rea tly  exposed J 
class. I t  is very  largely from  th is  class, p a rticu la rly  
in large cities, th a t  th e  supply is  furnished fo r well- 
to do debauchees, who dem and, a n d  are  able to  pay! 
for, victims of th e ir  lu st. T h e  daughters o f th e  w ealthy 
and those o f good and com fortable hom e env ironm ents! 
are sometimes, though rarely , ensnared. T he  children 
of poverty or m isfortune are  th e  ones chiefly preyed 
upon.

The tim e is a t hand for a more careful aud search ing  
examination of this sub ject than  i t  has h ith e rto  received  
The moral sense o f th e  civilized w orld was greatly  
shocked a few  m onths ago on being m ade aw are tha t, 
until the receut adoption by P a rliam en t o f  the  crim inal 
law am endm ent bill, young  g irls o f  th ir te en  in  Q reat 
Britain w ere legally capable o f g iv ing  “  consent ”  to  
their own debauchery, and  th a t th e re  w as no legal re 
dress against their despoilers. B y th e  adoption o f  tha t 
bill the “ age o f consent” was, under the irresistible 
pressure of an aroused, indignant public opinion, raised  
to  sixteen years, though the age or eighteen w as recom 
mended by Mr. Gladstone, and strongly urged by others.

E ven  u n d e r F re n c h  and  o th er C o n tin en ta l comm on law 
th e  m inor, under the  age o f tw enty-one, cannot legally  
consent to  h e r  ow n co rrup tion , and the ad u lt w ho d e
bauches h e r canno t p lead  “ consen t ” in  defense, and is 
subject to pu n ish m en t. T h e  p ro p erty  o f m inors here , 
uu d er th e  age o f tw enty-one, is surrounded  with legal 
sa feguards. Is  the person less sacred ?

W h a t is the legal p ro tec tion  ex ten d ed  to  young g irls 
in  th e  S ta te  o f N ew  Y o rk ?  I t  w ill doubtless astonish 
m any o f our readers, w ho have h itherto  avoided th e  
sub jec t as indelicate , or p a in fu l, to be to ld  th a t the young 
g ir l o f  th e 'E ra p ire  S tate is h e ld , by its  crim inal laws, to 
be legally  capable o f g iv ing  “  c o n se n t”  to  her ow n cor
ruption a t  the te n d e r  age o f  ten years ! T hat, i f  as
sau lted  an d  overpow ered , i f  it  be show n in  court th a t  
she did no t resist to  th e  u tte rm o st lim it o f exhaustion, 
the m an  (?) who assaulted  her m ay still successfully 
p lead  “  consen t.” T h is is, indeed , protection  with a  
vengeance—the p ro tec tion  w hich  the w o lf extends to 
the lam b ! Seduction  o f young  g irls is m ade a punish
ab le  offense on ly  fo r b reach o f  p rom ise o f  m arriage. 
N or is N ew  Y o rk  alone, o r singular, am ong th e  several 
S ta te s  in fix ing th e  legal “  age o f  consent ”  a t ten  years. 
In  N ew  Je rse y , M ary land  an d  m any  o ther S tates o f  th e  
U nion , an d  in  the n a tio n a l cap ita l, the  age o f  consent is 
h e ld  to  b e  ten  y e a rs !  W ith  such a  legal sta tu s  fo r 
y o u n g  girls, a u d  the  com parative  im p u n ity  w ith  w hich 
v icious and  design ing  m en m ay pursue th e ir  evil ways, 
the flag ran t exhib itions o f  vice in our la rge  cities, th e  
abandoned  girls in  th e ir  teens in  th e  streets, th ough  d e 
p lorable in th e  ex trem e, are  in  now ise surprising . I t  is 
th e  young , ig n o ran t, a n d  inexperienced , w ho a re  m ost 
easily led astray , especially th e  child ren  o f p inch ing  pov
erty  a n d  w ant.

T h e  New  Y o rk  C om m ittee for th e  P rev en tio n  o f S ta te  
R egulation  o f V ice  have addressed a petition  to  th e  
N ew  Y o rk  L eg isla tu re  ask ing  th a t  body to  p rov ide , by  
appropria te  leg isla tion , exem plary  penalties to r  seduc
tion , w ith  o r w ith o u t th e  prom ise o f m arriage, an d  fo r 
th e  defilem ent o t th e  persons o f young  g irls , w ithout 
o r w ith  consent, u n d er th e  age o f  a t least e igh teen  years. 
T he C om m ittee  h av e  addressed  a s im ila r petition  to 
C ongress asking for k in d red  legislation for th e  b e tte r  
p ro tection  of y oung  g irls  in  th e  national capital. I t  is 
g rea tly  to  be desired  th a t th e  fr ien d s o f  social p u rity  in 
o th e r  S ta tes  should a t once ta k e  sim ilar ac tio n , and 
thus endeavor to  rem ove one o f  th e  m ost prolific causes 
o f  the  c ry in g  social evil w hich  im perils th e  hom e, and  
begets so m uch suffering  and  ru in . M r. G ladstone’s 
m axim  th a t  “  i t  is th e  province o f governm en t to  m ak e  
i t  easy to  do r ig h t and  difficult to  do  w rong,”  is exactly  
reversed by th e  u n ju s t law s w hich ren d er y oung  g irls  o f  
ten or tw e lv e  years th e  easy prey  o f b ad  and  viciously 

| inclined  m en. I t  is a  s trik in g  illustration  o f  the w retched  
w ork m en alone have done in  legislating  upon a  sub jec t 
w herein th e  in terests and  w elfare o f  both sexes are  so 
vitally  invo lved . W om en and  true ,.h igh -m inded , h on 
orable m en should everyw here  jo in , heartily  and  reso
lu tely , in a com m on e ffo rt to  abolish , prom ptly  a n d  fo r
ever, th e  g rea t w rong, and to  surround  th e  persons of 
young  girls, as w ell as p roperty , w ith  adequate  legal 
safeguards.— The Philanthropist.



14 T H E  ALPHA. [March i , 1886.]

TH E DAUGHTERS OF ZELOPHEHAD SPEAK RIGHT.
I n  th e  tw e n ty - s e v e n th  c h a p te r  o f N um bers  w e read  a 

v e ry  in te re s t in g  reco rd  o f  th e  f im e  o f  M oses, w h ich  re 
v ea ls  th e  sp ir itu a l s ta tu s  o f  m a n k in d  a t  th a t  p e riod , andl 
a lso  sh o w s th e  close s im ila r ity  be tw een  th e  w om en  o f 
t h a t  day  a n d  th is. T h e  w o m an  e lem en t seem s a  d e 
c id ed  f ix tu re  fo r th e  past, a n d  th e  p re s e n t sh o w th e s a m e  
c h a ra c te r is tic s , w ith  b u t little  v a ria tio n  i f  an y . T h e  
rea so n  o f  w h ic h  th e  re a d e r  o f  th e  boo k  o f  n a tu re  can 
re a d ily  see . T h e  p o e tic a l phase o f  w om an, h o w ev er, 
h a s  been  v e ry  a p tly  a c co rd ed  h e r  by  a  fa r-see in g  p o e t 
w h e n  he  s a y s :

i‘As unto the bow the cord is,
So unto man is woman.

Though she bends him she obeys him,
Though she draws him, yet she follows.”

T h is  seem s a  r id d le , b u t to  w om an  h e rse lf is easy  o f 
so lu tio n ; y e t  to  m an  i t  is  a  puzz le , as w om an  has to  h im  
a lw a y s  b een . T h e  sym bol o f  w h ich  h as been  b e a u ti
fu lly  illu s tra te d  in  a n c ie n t a n d  m o d ern  tim e s  by  th e  use 
o f  th e  b r id a l v e il in  m a rr ia g e  appare l. T o  m an  th e  
g re a te s t  s tu d y  is  w o m an ’s conscious in d iv id u a lity  and 
se e m in g  e c c e n t r ic i ty ; a n d  on  re a d in g  th e  c h a p te r  re 
fe r re d  to  o n e  can  im a g in e  th a t even  M ose3 w as p e rp lexed  
w ith  w h a t is  now  te r m e d  th e  “  w o m an  q u es tio n .”  l ie  
cou ld  n o t  dec id e  fo r  o r  ag a in s t th e  p roposition  o f  th e  
d a u g h te rs  o f  Z elophebad . H e  had  first to  co n su lt th e  
O rac le , o r  d iv in e  a u th o r ity .

I n  th a t  d ay  th e  w o m en  co u ld  n o t  in h e r it  p ro p e r ty , o r 
a t  le a s t th ey  cou ld  n o t fa l l  h e ir  to  tn e  la n d s  d iv id e d  in  
lo ts  acco rd in g  to  th e  m a le  m em b ers  in  th e  lin e  o f  Zelo- 
p h e h a d . So w hen  i t  cam e to  pass t h a t  a ll th e  m en  in  h is  
lin e  pe rish ed  in  c ro ssin g  th e  w ild e rn ess  (excep t J o s h u a  
a n d  C aleb ), th e r e  w e re  n o n e  le f t  to  in h e r i t  th e  la n d s  an d  
h o ld  th em  fo r  th e  b en e fit o f  th e  fa m ilie s  le f t ; .c o n s e 
q u e n tly  th e  lo ts  w ere  to  fa ll b ack  to  th e  o rig in a l d iv is io n , 
le a v in g  th e  w om en w ith  th e i r  fam ilie s  hom eless. T h is  
w as, in d e e d , a  sev e re  tr ia l— a  tr ia l  suffic ient to  te s t th e ir  
p o w ers  o f  o rig in a lity  o r th e i r  g if t  o f  in tu it io n . I t  was 
an  occasion to  b r in g  to  th e  com prehension  o f  a ll th e  
la t e n t  en e rg ies  o f  th e  w ill, a n d  to  open  u p  th e  av en u es  
o f  th e  sou l to  sen se , d iv in e  d irec tio n  a n d  gu idance .

T h e y  th o u g h t o f  th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e i r  fa th e rle ss  fam 
ilie s  a b o u t to  be tu r n e d  o u t o f  th e ir  hom es, o f  th e  d e 
p ressing , d em o ra liz in g  effec t o f  p o verty . T h e ir  h e a r ts  
w ere  so re  a n d  ach in g  u n d e r  th e  cloud  th a t  so heavily  
o v e rca s t th em . T h ey  ta lk e d  w ith  e ach  o th e r  a n d  m in 
g le d  th e i r  te a rs , w h ile  d eep  d o w n  in  th e ir  soul as th e i r  
so rrow s so u g h t re l ie f— s ile n t p ra y e r— h ope  w hispered , 
“ b e  o f  g o o d  ch ee r,”  an d  th e i r  p ray e rs  w ere  th o se  o f  
th a n k fu lu e s s  w ith o u t kno w in g  why. T h e  a ir to  th e m  
seem ed  sw ee te r , a n d  in d e e d  th e  p la in s o f  M oab w ere  
illu m in a te d  b y  a  b ro a d e r sm ile th an  ev e r befo re . N a tu re  
seem ed  to  o u t-d o  h e r  usual joyousness. T h e  beam s 
f ro m  th e  se ttin g  sun Hashed deeper shades o f  roseate a n d  
pu rp le  t in ts ,  till th e  tw ilig h t d rew  h e r  d a rk  cu rta in  and  
s h u t  th em  o u t, le av in g  those  troub led  c h ild ren  o f G od 
to  ta k e  th e ir  re s t ; bu t th ey  w ere  no t a lone , th e  a ir  w as 
balm y  w ith th e  b re a th  o f  an g e ls  th a t  a ll n ig h t long! 
fa n n e d  th e  te n ts  o f  these  sleeping w om en. A  calm  res t 
lu lled  th e m  in  th e  a rm s o f  th an k fu ln ess  an d  th e  sp ir it  
o f  p ra y e r  ; and  in  th e ir  w ak in g  m o m en ts  they  fe l t  t h a t

th ey  w ere  overshadow ed by  th e  daw n o f a new  dispen
sation  ; th ey  fe lt t h a t  th e i r  in d iv id u a lity  had grown 
th ro u g h  th e  n ig h t; th a t  so m eth in g  h a d  loosed the shell 
th a t  h a d  seem ed to  c ram p  an d  fe t te r  them . W ith all 
th e i r  g r ie f  th e  day  before, th ey  could n o t feel sad if 
they  w a n te d  to  b rood  ov er th e i r  trouble. A nd  a new 
lig h t daw ned  upon  th e m — th e  l ig h t o f  th e  mental at- 
m osphere— a n d  one  o rig in a l th o u g h t flashed across their 
m e n ta l v ision , so sim ple th e y  w ondered  they had not 
k now n  i t  before . T h ey  ta lk e d  i t  o v e r an d  loved it over; 
i t  w as like  a  new  ch ild  bo rn  to  them , and every one its 
ow n  m o th e r ;. b u t w hat co u ld  they  do w ith  the mere 
th o u g h t ? could  they  te ll i t?  T hey  feared  to  do so lest 
i t  fa ll lik e  a  th u n d e rb o lt on th e  tim e-w orn  custom, and 
th e y  be d e rid e d  to  sc o rn ; b u t th e  m ore th ey  thought 
o f  it, an d  ta lk e d  of it to  each o ther, th e  m ore confirmed 
w e re  they  th a t  th ey  w ere r ig h t ;  b u t how to  managethe 
su b jec t w as d ifficult. T h e y  knew  th e  pow er of the law 
and th e  try an  ny o f  th e  custom  su rround ing  it.

T h e  g o ld e n  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  h o ld in g  th e  lands in their 
ow n r ig h t  an d  n am e w as n o t to  be lost, and  i t  must be 
a  w o rk  o f  th e i r  ow n. T h e  w orld  was then old enough 
to  h av e  its  c h a ra c te r , a n d  th e s e  Jew ish  women well 
understood  its  s te rn  w ays. T h ey  knew  to gain  th e ir point 
th ey  m u s t tak e  th e  m a t te r  in  th e ir  own hands. They 
k n e w , to o , th e  k n ig h t-e rra n try  o f th a t  day could not af
fo rd  to  cas t th e i r  c row ns a t  th e  fe e t o f  th ese  women and 
p ro c la im  th e ir  r ig h t  to  o w n in g  lands. P rid e  and ambi
tion  sh u t o u t th e ir  love fo r h u m an ity , and  held  the  power 
o f  ru le  firm  in  i t s  g rasp  ; so th a t  these  enterprising wo
m en m igh t w ell d o u b t th e  ch iva lry  o f  th e  times; but 
t r u e  to  th e  voice o f  the  law .o f P rov idence , these daugh
te rs  o f  Z e lophehad  assem bled  in  council and stood before 
th e  d o o r o f  the tab e rn ac le  o f  th e  congregation. 
S tre n g th e n e d  by  th e  reve la tion  o f  a  new  tru th  that had 
com e to th e m , th e y  sa id  u n to  M oses: “ W hy should 
th e  n am e  o f  o u r fa th e rs  be done aw ay from  among his 
fam ily  because h e  h a th  n o  son ? G ive  us, therefore, a 
p  issession am o n g  th e  b re th re n  o f o u r fa th e rs .” Moses 
did n o t an sw er h im se lf, b u t to o k  th e  proposition to the 
L o rd , a n d  th e  v e rd ic t w as p ro m p t, c lear, and decided- 
lik e  a  bell th a t  s trik es  th e  no te  o f t im e : “  The daughters 
o f  Zelophehad speak r ig h t; thou shalt surely give them a 
possession among their fa th ers’ brethren l  ”

• W o m a n ’s tru e  in sp ira tion  to  su sta in  the law of pro
g ress  lives fo r a ll tim e  ; an d  her d iv ine  approval is a 
beacon ligh t to  gu ide  h e r  fe e t to  pa ths y e t untrodden, in 
w ays th a t  w ill h ap p ily  and bless the  race.
. T h e  liv iu g  exam ple  o f  these earnes t w om en who trod • 
th e  e a rth  thousands o f years since on the  plains o f Moab 
com es to  us a t th e  p resen t w ith th e  sam e authority  claim
in g  d iv in e  r ig h t  to  speak  w hen  hum an welfare, sutlers 
and  ju s tic e  is tram p led  upon.

W h e n  in tem perance , w ith  its tra in  o f evils, and its 
tw in -b ro th e r, im m o ra lity , is sapp ing  the vitality like a 
gnaw ing -w orm , m ay no t w om an speak  ? Y es, woman 
m ust speak  ! F o r  w e know  th a t  h e r p lane o f  thought and 
w ill, leads upw ard  though  th e  w e ig h t from  below draws 
heav ily , o r th e  v is ta  th ro u g h  w hich  she sees may be 
sm all a n d  d im m ed by  th e  dust and  sm oke which almost 
b lin d s ; y e t she hopefu lly  looks for an  inflow ing of spir
itu a l b ap tism  th a t  w ill announce  the w orld’s regenera-
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mul ho did tho E g y p t i a n  w o t n o u  In t l i o l r  d a y ,  T l m  
prolmhllitv o f  t l iol r  h o l u g  at tho  m o r o y  o f  d o p o m l o n o n  
win a dark o u t l o o k  f o r  t h o m ,  fo r  t lm y  h a d  a>t (mar t  t h o  
happiness oioI o l o v a t l o n  o f  l.lio o h l l d r o u  o f  Mont ) ,  T h o u  
»lmll surely g ivo  t h o  d a u g h t e r s  a n  Inheritance w a s  J o y  
till hewn In tha t  d i n , a n d  lu t h i s  It wi l l  ho  n o n e  I ho loam 
Joythl, Whi ' i i  t h o  d a u g h t e r s  a r w i u h l u  l o g o i l l u r ,  to ho 
mao that t h e y  rip oak  r i g h t ,  aa d id  th o  d a u g h t e r s  o f  /mlo* 
pliohiid to Monos, mol  t l io l r  s u g g e s t i o n  w a a a p p r o v o d  hy 
tho Moat Hi g h ,  no at llto proNout ,  If t h o  d u u g h l i T a  o f  
A morion apeak to t h o  Government on h o l t a l f  o f  all  
tluit 11 h i tuumo,  j u n l . a n d  u o h l o ,  lu promoting t ho  woU 
turn of tho  n a t i o n ,  tho  Moat H i g h  wil l  a p p r o v o ,  a n d  tho 
Vo ul i i'I will ho. t h o  d m i g h t o r a  o f  A i i u t Iou s p e a k  r i g h t .

Htvnuatan,  t lAn, I),  H. II,
t ’oU KKHHONDKNUhi,

Now Yuan Hits, IthtifltW)"!/ It), I anti,
Mv 11i'imi Maa, W inmi.ow  s Y o u r  vory valaatilo  Jo iiraal  la 

lii'ioio mo, l Uavo wolooiaod It long  aa ono o f o u r  nioal) l a t e r  
out lug exeltaugoa \ woll 111 I ml wttli m n t f o r o f  v ita l  Impurfamit* lu 

, tlio looiaoi I'aaillv, aial oahm lufed  to  to u c h  tlio h e a r t  o f  ovary 
' wouiiui,ami to  Insp ire  hoi' to  t a k e  an  aablva part to tlm d Imm 
tiimltmoult of liar sett, from  flu* unho ly  punaltma too  ui'ltali lu« 
illolml upon line tty taw,

Tlio lotn>r furalatind in a previous iniailior liy lllla Ido)In 
It'll* tlio plot y „r niouaaiuta of mi 11aring womoii, I oauiiolt Ini 
nulnn what tlio autijoot of ilroMa oau poaaltily luuo bp tin w I Mi 
lut* otiiulltiloii Of I liinaa, ll> nooum Io mo loo alinplo, I ,ot< un tin- 
Itln to loat'li tlio pooptt> mini tlio I unlit**, *'tn tin* pun1 in aplrlt 
nil iiiiini" m" pino,' Uiiill liiiuiau tiolugn ait* nrnporly gaaa- 
ml oil anti aroparly atlaaatad, \Va aluvll Itavt* Uia liaanl ioim ala- 
lilont to limit "oilliml Mao'aapli ttoal amt lotolloot iial I'anultlna
Ill'll ton ntloii oi'glt<t'to«l, wliilo film animal iu>otlonilualoa,ovon at 
llto MU'i'lltno ol' lit* Wife’s I mill It h amt liappluaaa, Uul*'pomloiit of 
tlmilo oolat ton tliat t to* ooioioipmaooN may til ing i'm lli in tin* 
*luipo ol' a tinman itolug, to Un auri'niinilnil tlU’OUnllOUt) a mortal 
os Into min With auipiouolatUlo paMloua to la* train*mltti*il to lllui 
iiiainmr, , „ „ .... .Tin* mliata ol alt UiK'iiignnl im«n an* inoparoil to llatoii to tlio

1 ml,lui Unit will hollar tin* oomUtlou of mn pnooii, mi,| ovoi v 
mat liar ulandd plum* your iiiipoi' hi ln*i Ihmho, dial, tiu* lining 
im*n amt woman In liar I'andly aliouM alii Uiniugli llmli 11111*111 
gonai* Uiin Kioiit lolonn, no a*lly iiouli'oloil.

\ otiin foi1 tin* progioanloii of tin* (iiiuuiil limit, l\|, |i], \y,
liinuiitiirnim, M son,, Mil, t, 'an

| ) in mi M pa, WiNimmvi 'Pin* li’alil'Uiny Â IPII A million anil 
roiiiliuln on* Hull' I linvt* not yot paid in v iliiun for I Mini, a 
fimli, I inland, I Inn I mill forgotlou. I oiiolunn two ilollmniin mv 
nulmoi nil uni for 1 Umii Y util1 imraavanuiaa in mhiili'iililii, mul 
vour latiorn oamiot fall to lioalfaallva In miuiy tpmi'liuiu If la 
inoally, I liullavo, in liuplanliliig aoiuul Moan ami pi luolplon lu 
voting paiipla, mul animalally vmuig iiioIIioim ami fiifluirn, ami 
lu oponliig flu* ay an of noma oldur iiiiom, to tilmli1 arrui'a mul dan 
gor, flint your work will ha. ami la, tliat all'aiillva,

I mil, vary truly ymira, h. lit,
Uldll'TUN HPItlNtm, N, Yi, /iWji II, lllljll,

M\ Pm,\n Mna, W pplW  : If nnama idnmail wrong to taka 
a momoiif of ymu Him*, vi*f I liavn Baal I Mi) Mfrungllmimd liv flu* 
poniaid of tin* Wolu nmy Aluiia flint If lnm Muomod to bring mo 
to your aldo, Truly aa you any, guimiidly liman wlm rnoolvn 
ilu* impel un forward fall (lUitanliawladga If, I offou fliluk tlmy 
aomoolv raidl/i* It, Om* ion 11 y I inapt tod with a daalra for iiiiihi 
iniimIi gaiiorailv ha prapmi'd to ilia, that flu* friilli mlgliii llvo. 
Ton oI'I,mi foigoffid of tliIn. wi* liai'omo lUaoouragodi Wo will 
liavn raioliod a Idgli nlafnnf pai'faatdoa wliaa wn an* raafly to 
lui utliora I in prii, lomi for flu* work wo tmvo douo, lint flioia 
iii'ii Id11ini* who do not forgot, and cnaan not to link for von iu)lia 
fin noil wladom ami afrongfli. I mu luuklng fiirwm'd to tlm 
film*, uoii vary far«iIT, wlion wo limy nmol,and porliapn ymi will 
allow mo to lit loud nun of your Wndnuaday mnntilnga, tlio mi 
munioomoiiii of willed I am* In ilo* A. I, Pit A, I'lonai* lot mo liavn 
ono an ay of " Now 'Plioory of tlm Origin of 10 v 11, *' liy I'rof. A. 
■I. HwarU, ono oopy of" Vital lloi'un, liy M, I* Millar, **,Po, 
kology," liy Alim* Mfnokliam, In olofli lilinlliig, prim* ifiTIll), Wut 
knowing Imvv lioftor to do, I amid I'.O, Ordor for i|iJifii)| any- 
tiling ovar, only a fnw aaata, may pay your afampa, llo|dng 
wo ahull moot on* numfha,

Your atatar la fha mm Impa, M It,
N 1*11111 ANU A, M'/l, Ult/i, lMMD,

Dm A it, Maa, WiNaimwi I'ermtf me to aay Imw lidaraalad I 
am la T u n  Alpha, It mum* to mo a fnw yaara ago llki*au 
Inaplral ton, ami I hnllnvnlf Ita toanldnga aould ho prim tim'd tlio 
in i I Um i n I it in would dawn.

I'loaao Mud ouoloaod min dollar to pay for Tun A i.i'ii A for oih* 
yoar, oummomdng ,laiuinry laf, Ihhii, lo ha aunt to my dmigldnr, 
Nlan. II, A, It,, Nahriiaka

Ymira, truly, It, It. I'>
1'HIN NM \ L V A N I A, i/mii H, IMMII,

iMt, WlNNimW, 11 I'I Ml |i'lt I KIN It Ul*' A1111 WOMAN UINUI At Mil* 
ailggnafhm of Ih1, Hlookliam I nuolnao a aliorf ospoalllon of my 
a of Iona la rogard to l In* limit id Ion of fain llloa for Til ID A i on A, 
Him thought you would In* wililitg to aniul mo If for tlio miming 
yoari I liavn imvnr anno Imt om* nopy, hut vvaa miioh ploaamt 
with Ita ohvloua oldoola, mid would prohalily ol'tmi fei*l movod 
lo wrlio a aarap If I road It rngidarly lam thirty tdiin ymira 
of ago | waa marrlnd liofon* I wna fwniity. Oil tho dav after my 
etghlooolh wodding aiuilvaraary my fmirlemdli ohlld waa horn 
alovau iiii'ii living, I hnvofiioaamuunr hlrodglrl I hngan limiao 
keoplag wllii i /i if I1,! h a  <t young glrla fu ralao, aa mirao-maid amt 
ohamhor-imild, hilt now myawu daugldora am ulilo tu aid mo lu 
that dIrani,toa, I liavn for aovernl yoara wrllfon rogidariv for 
tlm /hmar'/m/d pulillahed lit I trill I il'i lioro', \'l, (Hlg , iloammmd 
I!],,} ao oandiig our reading midtor, W'o lira In t'rrg llmllaii 
elrmitiNlaiicaa | reulara uu a farm, ami am miHlmia fu goi> amm* 
ami of literary work to do that would pay mo, yet mil, iiifnrfnrn 
with ion dul Ion fu mv family. I i r v l  keenly upon homo lift* aa 
a fopla, ami /I'linio fruin oxiiorlolioo all flu* Jiiya ami aurruwa, and 
miioaiind lidiora of a mollmr'M llfu, I would like an milol) to 
1 i*'ljt mi Iii fh*1 liilior of reforming the mluda of flu* hoya and 
glrla of Dm miming getieruflmi flu* fal hera ami nmthera wim 
"hall aimeeed aa tlm wlvea fur my hoya, flu* himhanda I’m1 my 
glrla and ymira, I wrote an arlleie fiir Hoed //hiiar/iiarai'm/ lit 
reply to one that appeared In Ifaaulumiia W, I1'. W,, (wmnenat for wlvea,) mine la M, l**. I*' m,( (mnu hi, f,,i' marriage,)

l am obliged tu muil'eaa I am imt very familiar with your 
methnda, tmt Imped to lie, (Mcm,) It, jij, Kj,
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LIST OF BOOKS
Published by the Moral Education Society, and 

or sale at the Office of

T H E  A L P H A ,
No. I f ir a n t  P la c e ,

W a sh in g to n , I), C,

THE IMPORTANCE OP KNOWLEDGE CON
CERNING THE SEXUAL NATURE.

A Suggestive Essay.
By  Gertru d e  H itz.

Price, 25 cents.

A NEW TRACT—
A NEW BERMON FROM AN OLD TEXT.

“ Increase, multiply, and replenish the 
eari h.”

By Parson Jonesbee.
Price 6 cehts.

PARENTAL LEGACIES.
By Caroline B. Winslow, M. D.

Price 5 cents.

A HIGHER VIEW OF LIFE.
By B. F. Fetherolf.

Price 5 cents

THE RELATION OF THE MATERNAL 
FUNCTION TO THE WOMAN INTELLECT. 

By A vgusta  C o o per  B r is t o l .
Price 10 cents.

PRE-NATAL CULTURE.
B y A. E . N e w t o n .

This pamphlet of 67 pages contains scientific 
suggestions to parents relative to systematic 
methods of moulding the character of children 
before birth. Price 26 cents.

THE MYSTERY, AND HITHERTO AND BE
YOND.

Two essays read before the Washington Moral 
Education Society.

BY MRS. EVELEBN L. MASON.
These essays are the result of ten years’ study 
the religions of all nations and all ages, and 

show bow constant has been the effort to recog. 
nlze ‘he feminine element in religious worship, 
and Just as they have succeeded has civilization 

advanced and each time the aggressive force of 
man has crushed the idea, humanity has fallen 
back into darkness and barbarism.

Price 16 cents. For sale at the office of The 
Alpha, 1 Grant Place, Washington, 1). C.

H E R E D IT Y  A N D  T R A N S M IS S IO N .
BY MRS. MARY L. GRIFFITH.

Price 6 cents.

S U G G E S T IO N S  TO  M O T H E R S;
OR,

WHAT CHILDREN SHOULD KNOW.
Price iu cents.

THE TOBACCO VICE,
WITH SUGGESTIONS HOW TO OVERCOME 

BY H a n n a h  McL. S h e p a r d ,
Price 10 csn te.

A PRIVATE LETTER 
TO PARENTS, PHYSICIANS AND MEN PRIN

CIPALS OF SCHOOLS. —
Send a 3-eent stamp.

By S axon.A physiological treatise on sexual ethics and 
tonservation of the spermatic secretions.

DISINHERITED CHILDHOOD.
BY

MAY WRIGHT SEW ALL.
Price 10 cents.

THE RELATION OF THE SEXES 
B y F rederick A. H inckley.

Price 10 cents.

THE NEW POWER FOR THE NEW AGE. 
By M r s . E. L. M a s o n .

Price 10 cents.

MARRIAGE—ITS DUTIES AND DANGERS 
By M b s . H a r r ie t t s  R S h a t t d c k .

Price 10 cents.

FOREWARNED AND FOREARMED. 
B y Mb s . G eorgiana K irby . 

Price 6 cents.

BLACK SHEEP.
By

C. B. W.
Price 6 cents

THE LOST NAME.
“ Our Mother who art in Heaven.”

By E v e l k b n  L. M a s o n .
Price 10 cents.

FOR GIRLS.
FOR SALE 

By M r s . S h e p h e r d .

A SPECIAL PHYSIOLOGY.
It is clean, sweet and practical. Every girl should 

read it and own it.
Price $1.00.

THE BETTER WAY;
AN

Appeal to men in behalf of Human Culture 
through a wiser parentage. 

by
A. E. NEWTON.

Price 26 cents.

FATHER’S ADVlOE TO EVERY BOY
AND

MOTHER’S ADVICE TO EVERY GIRL.
B y  M r s . Dr. E. P. M i l l e r .

Price 10 cents each.

VITAL FORGE.
By Du. E. P. Miller.

Price SO cents.

CHRONIC AND NERVOUS DISEASES OF 
WOMEN.

By Dr. Rosen.
Price 26 cents.

TOKOLOGY, A book for  ev ery  woman.
A lice  B. Stock ham , M. D.

Teaches Positively Painless Pregnancy and Partu
rition.

Gives certain cure for Dyspepsia. Neuralgia, Con- 
stipatlou, Headache, Change of L ite , Ac.

TEN EDITIONS SOLD FIRST YEAR.
“ I find more needed information in its pages 

than ever before in one book.”—Mary A, Livermore.
“ The very bent book that can be put into the hands 

oi a girl or woman.”—E. M. Hale, M. D.
Postpaid, Cloth, 92.00 )
Full Morocco, 92.60 f AGENTS.
Very Best Terms to )

Address ALPHA,
No. 1 Grant Place, Washington, D. C.

ANTE-NATAL INFANTICIDE,
By M r s , M ary  L . G r if f it h ,

Pries 6 cents.

“ IN CLOUDS OF LINOKE,”
By d . S. L e a c h , m . D.

Price 10 cents.

EVOLUTION,
A New Theory of the Origin of Evil.

By Prof, A, J. S w a r t z .
Price 6 cents.

INFANT’S AND CHILDREN’S GARMENTS.
Manufactured from a yarn made of fine long wool 

combined with cotton, making a delicate non-thrhk- 
ing fabric, which will not irritate the skin or cams 
nervous unrest like all wool shirts, offered to 
thoughtful mothers. Send 2 cent stamp for sam
ples and price list to MRS. AGNES F. CHAMPNKY, 
Woburn, Mass.

TH E FLORAL FRIEND
• AND

£Eoia.seXxoXcL <Tournal. , 
A live 8-page, 48-column monthly Journal, pub

lished at the liau iieg .H eg  <«reesilioiusi, 
and devoted to Agriculture. H ousehold, Fashion, 
Literature, Poetry, etc. Only 60 cents a year In
cluding the L a d ie s ' M anual  o p  F ancy Work, a 
new book printed on fine tinted paper and contain
ing over 500 illustrations; giving plain dircctioni 
for all kinds of Fancy Needle Work. Large circula
tion in the States and Canada. Rates reasonable, 
Objectionable advertisements not received, Sample 
copies free. Address,

FLORAL FRIEND, BAUNEG-BEG, MAINE.

m i l E  MEMOIR OF MYRTILLA MINOR 

A Record of the Labors of a Heroic Woman.

A Sketch of her Life, with a faithful Steel Piste 
Portrait.

Published by

HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN Si CO.

For sale at this Office.

Price 11.00.

r p H E  MORAL EDUCATION SOOIBTY OF 
I Washington, will meet at No. 1308 1 S'rect, 

the third Wednesday in each Month, at 2 o'clock, 
P. M.

officers:
Da. Susan A. E dhon, ....... ............President,
Mrs. E llen M. O'Connor........ )
Miss E llen M Sheldon..........I Vice Presidents,
Mrs. H. B J ohnson............... )
Mus E vrlrkn L. Mason, .......? Vice-Presidents
Mrs. J krusha G. Joy.......... . > at Large.
Dr. F lora Stanford...................... Roc, Secretary.
Dr . C ar o lin e  B. W inslow......... ( lor,Secretary,
Dr Mary E. Ha r t ......... ........ ....... Treasurer,

MIND IN NATURE.
A P o p u la r  J o u r n a l  o f  In fo rm a tio n  regarding the 

re la tio n  o i m in d  to  th e  body  an d  the ir reciprocal 
a c tio n , w ith  sp e c ia l re fe ren ce  to  health  and disease.

I t  fu rn ish e s  th e  m o s t In te res tin g  facts of science 
a n d  n a tu re ,  th e  m o s t s tr ik in g  discoveries In Tele
p a th y  a n d  a l l  b ra n c h e s  o f  Psychical Research.

A m o n g  th o  sp ec ia l co n tr ib u to rs  are some of the 
m o s t e m in e n t  liv in g  Physiologists, Psychologists, 
S c ie n tis ts  a n d  T h eo lo g ian s .

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE

COSMIC PUBLISH ING  COMPANY,
171 W. Washington Street, Chicago.

P r in te d  o n  h e a v y , fine hook  paper, with antique 
la id  co v ers . O n ly  o n e  d o lla r  per year.

ALPHA RIBBED UNION UNDER

GARMENTS.

Originated, Patented and Manufactured by

MRS. SUSAN T. C0NVEU8K,
WOBURN, MASH.

For circular and samples, send with address two- 
cent postage stamp.


