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WHAT WE HAVE TO DO. which women pemttentJy neglectit» thi*. Oh’that we
—_— Icoold make mothers* and school midre**c*  thedeadir
ar nJt**e«n iimwcet, Iwrong they do their girl* when they undermine their
~~ _self-respect and teach them to prostrate themselves
Command. jbefore—not the Father and Hnier—hot before their

*WisEyon w j alwtt the responsibilities of women, Ibrother Man, written with an initial so biz that it »wt>
fartae moral government of the world, ia quite true/* jout womanly dignity, common sense arid delicacy. Doe*
tfbia tjkoghtful girl, after w oe talk about the suffrage anyone *ay that this ia affirming too ranch? J* it then
ukxtinu, “hut how can | act np to my emmetione, or jconducive to delicacy that a girl should he tangle to
ntfc for the cause of the emancipation of my sex, when Jregulate her conduct to suit toe ta*te of man, who if
the "'tn name of women s rights women kt hateful toj the stronger is also the coarser animal; that she fchoald
ny father, from whom 1| receire every comfort and jdress for him, sftviy hi* fancies, conform to his codes,
ioarywhich | enjoy Here we hare the mystery, of learn that which will attract hi* attention and leave un-
Ae'awl ference of women to equality and justice, in ailearned those thing* to which he u indifferent, though
nshd T>*yore &yt*de*sL os motend the w/jr/rily of\ her own health and her children’* may lie mined by h-r
ms hie Is 4cVert that tinty jmd depmde&ee nceti. Truly iignorance. Is it conducive to delicacy that she u taught
aey wtltheir birtbrigit for aues* of pottage; and the jno trade whereby »he may earn an heme** : ring bat I*
ac is sot altered because the pottage may he served in jthrown on the marriage market a* her only resoorceJ
sznMes platter and eaten with a golden spoon. I»| If we wonid make ottf *ex w *e and brave arid true we
Qureso remedy for this state of things £ The question most make them self-supporting. We roust see that
rewire* Steifintoone of money. As long m women they get rrwmey for their labor. The wife * ho spend*
iUe*7 took to sen for the necessaries of existence they her time and strength for the welfare of the family k
fi catc teasthan their just share of power to do good entitled to a *hareofthe common earning*. |f -the doe*
—s«4 than a fair temptation to do eviL Women are not bring money into the commor* stock rite bnmy*
dependent, in all ch**o. yet it camtot be said that the j moneys worth and sbrwld not be compelled to beg for
nativity of women do not work for their firing. In the [every farthing that she need* from ter husband, nor
*>atiity and leisured circles- where the chief business |should *he ask as a favor fir that which te ter- by

fifewsiftt* ta eating and drinking, women arc idle,#[ right of value given. Dependent women will be poor
waow. and mitduevoew, with the dependent position off spirited, sulrtle, more or less deceitful, unwitting toswim
thisclass we need not gsarreL. If we bare not yet jagainst the stream of current dogma even for cow-
earned the policy of saforei»f£ the apostolic rule that | science’ sake. In short dependent women rill never
ic whs wifi not work -hail noteat we are yet capable lattain to the full stature of their womanhood. The s>
rf appreciating the justice that gives foe hardest work-1dal evil, with it* boundless misery and immeasurable
wttte place of honor.thecommander- seat. But we woe, mar be ascribed chiefly to the dependence of
ike one settof laws to apr.ly to foe whole game of file. lwoman upon man, and to the mental attitaue infowhich

If those wb> will not work become dependent on the jgirls are trained, whereby they learn to look upon man
kindness, forbearance, v/*hdrantj ofthose who do,many jas a superior being unr.il they find, too Late, tnat they
m on and men mwt change places, To thiswe have Lhave trusted to bond guides who have led them to dc-
w ohjestion. But the laborer remain* worthy of fae]strueoon. Butthereisa remedy. It may he slow but

Me, and the worker of fate wage, all throughthe human{it jg sate. Letwomen learn to trust themselves, let

irrespective of sex. And this plain, fact women them awaken in their girl-, the feelin_c]; of self-respect
flasr. recognize. They are laborers though w t neces-1and reverence for their woenaohoodwhile teachingtnem

**rily wage earners. Every wdwr and m -tress of a jto look to ttetr own sex for approval arid support. Let

who fow hew duty, is a laborer, aad one, Ithem unite tor mutual protection and rnatual help and
too,that no eight hor labor bill will release from toil; Ineither law nor society wifi be able to resist them. In
aamshe not a right to a fair day ?wages for a hir 'by’»levery country, city, town and village women should
work, because her day often reaches %ar info ngj»t? ~ If jtew1 thenselves together for this great*object. The
the advice of oer Wremtov%}';s washever worth our fever- (wrong of one must he the husiness of ail. Cm it he
esc unsd«rriw It was whew they bade Us *T«<>0ur-"werjemdy contended that adult women have not the
strives he true™ that we might not then he false to any nower fo protect each other if they truly have the will.

n*a, betifthereiso«epieceofworldly anddivinewisdom pges the man five that wonld dare fo seduce the very




2 THE ALPHA. [June i, 1886

poorest maiden if by so doing he laid himself open to dwelling at their very doors? We know what has been
the scornful wrath of a united phalanx of her angry accomplished in the past for religious liberty and social
sisters.  Would the fallen women go to swell the great freedom, what heroism has been shown, what persecu-
army of prostitution, driven thither by the inability tol tion patiently suffered; we see whatis being done before
earn an honest livelihood, if women were united for our eyes, to-day, by such organizations as the Knights
mutual help and mutual protection? Could employers of Labor and the Trades Unions and it is not possible to
of labor oiler-starvation wages to women for doing the doubt that women, educated in self-denial and sacri-
same work for which men are fairly paid if they hadl fices, can accomplish work as good, if not better, than
their wives and mothers to reckon with when they made has been, and is being, wrought out by man. The task
the attempt. Could our public bars, drinking saloons, before her is by no means Herculian, it needs steadfast-
and refreshment rooms be conducted in such a way asl ness, patience, determined effort and self-reliance, but
to be the portals of hell to thousands and thousands of it does notdemand anything beyond her strength. First
young and respectable girls if the mothers and sisters of she must unite with her sisters for without this unity her
the lands felt that the wrong of each is the atfair of all,| power is inadequate to the enforcement of her will.

if they recognized the fact that they ure their sisters
keepers. Trades unions, suffrage associations, friendly
societies are all good in their way but they are only the
inner circles embracing a few sections of society, and
leaving out the majority of the young, inexperieuced,
poverty-stricken and helpless.

What we need is anj Association or some similar method.

Then she must see to it that every woman becomesself-
supporting, thirdly she must teach the saving doctrine
of self-control, and bring about a state of public opin-
ion that shall insist upon provision being made for off-
spring before birth, by means of Infants Insurance
We find that the

outer circle that shall reach round all the inner circles dependence of children on the father for support be-

so that “none shall be beyond.” The possession of
womanhood should be title enough to secure member
ship, help and protection. Should any ask in alarm if
it is proposed to include the harlot and sinner they canj
be answered with another question “Is it time to begin
putting the teaching of Christ in practice after calling
ourselves by his name for eighteen hundred years? lias
the world still need of his doctrines.or has it mariaged|
its affairs so well as to able to dispense with the old
world wisdom that counselled love to one another? The
protection of the outcast is not a mere matter of super-
erogation, it is but an effort to wipe off* old scores, to
pay off*a debt that has been long accumulating. Women,
as well as men, are guilty, witn blood guiltiness, for the
living death of the being called in cruel mockery the\
woman of pleasure. Had mothers, wives, and sistere
been true to themselves, true to their sex she could
never have been called into existence to entail curses
on humanity, aud when mothers, wives, and sisterp are
true to themselves, true to their sex, she will cease to
exist. But is such an outer circle possible, is it a prac-
tical proposal that is here made, could all women unite
for mutual help and mutual protection? This century
is nothing if not practical and no one cares to offer it the
insult of any suggestions that cannot be made living,
breathing, palpitating facts. When we have to decide
upon what can be accomplished in the future it is as
well to use the historical method, and see what has been
accomplished in the past. We are in the nineteenth
century and in the twelfth century, when travelling was
both difficult and dangerous, the crusades were not
preached in vain. If, when there were no swift and
sure means of communication between one country and
another, the enthusiasm of the nations could be roused
to such a pitch as to induce men of all classes to give
up home and fatherland, to leave wife and child, to
rescue a tomb from the hands of infidels, does it seem
impossible that, with the increased development given
to the moral faculties in seven hundred years, women
will be induced to hold out the right hand of Christian
charity to save the bodies and souls of those who are

comes one of the most powerful engines of control and
torture to ill-used wives. The mother submits to cruelty,
unfaithfulness, and marital demands, even to the ruin
of her health, rather than expose herself to the risk of
being deprived of her children, in the event of legal
separation, on the ground that she is unable to provide
for their support. This question of the support of off-
spring being left until after marriage has much to do
with the different censure accorded to men and women
for breach of chastity. Man’s sin is attended with no
directly inconvenient circumstances to friends and rela-
tions, while the child-bearing woman brings trouble
and expense on her parents and relatives.

There is not the smallest doubt that this element of
pain bringing result, that is present in the transgression
of woman, while it is absent in that ofman, has, in the
evolution of the accepted doctrines of morality, brought
about the illogical and unjust difference in the punish-
ment of an identical breach of social law. The inabil*
ity to support their children, and to earn their own
living during the period of gestation, is frequently
brought forward as a reason for denying political and
social equality to wives and mothers. Now whatever
we may think of the chivalrous feeling that prompts
this plea, and rewards the performance of an important
national office with disfranchisemeut, we must admit
that it would be an advantage to take the ill-used
weapon from the hand of brutal and clumsy opponents.
This would be done by providing, for offspring, before
marriage as women would no longer depend upon the
precarious chance of good health, regular employment,
or the kindness of husbands for their children’s support.
It is needless to point out that this method would pro-
mote thrift and do away with pauperism.

I am not aware that the suggestion to forma national
orinternational, InfantsInsurance Association, ofcourse,
with governmentsecurities, has hitherto been made, but
if it has not, and the idea now put forth is destined to
raise the smile of scorn that always hurries to give its
chilly welcome to the new and untried scheme, it isno
matter. This will not be the first fresh thought to
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voich Tim Aipha ha* invited the attention of tho nn«
tiaw.  ijouPtloHH the di Moultinn that will he mot with
Bpreparing the public mind for tho reception of tho
rotion will he great. Wan ever anything done that
m worth the doing without overcoming the reniHt-
nice. Are not the diilloiiltios of pauperism, of pnpuln-
ticmunadjiirttotl to the moans of subsistence, great? 1m
itnot wonderful, when looked Itnok upon onan achieve-
ment, without taking into account the ngCM that have
ronetoitN perfecting, that the procreative Instinct Inui
becone, for the minority of mankind, a tiling to he
regulated by the price of eorn.  When it in mud that a
thing cannot he done hefore giving our Judgment one
way or the other wo munt nee whether iimgroat a tiling
hebeen accomplished in the punt. The history of the
world in made up of the achievement of the irnpoiudblc.
Tho discovery ot Columbus wue the working out of the
mud 4chonio 0f n wild enthusiast. Tine august House
of Commons toughed at the Idea tlint carriages could ho
propelled by steam. We still marvel at the wonders
wrought by the a%ency of electricity. Wo are even now
children of little taith ~ What ishere proposed will not
nwowdtute moresavin?, will not entail more labor, will
not detnund more soll'-sucrllice, onIY tho saving, the
Iluoor, the saeritioo, will ho given early in life while the
povers lire Irosii, the habits of self-indulgence are till-
formed mid hope loads oil, Hupﬂose that the intelli-
gence Ot the notions recognised the wisdom of endow-
ing tho coining generation with the means of subsist-
stive during infancy and childhood, and that a certain
»um invested In the National Infants Insurance Asso-
ciation Wus a necessary preliminary to honorable mar-
riugo, U it not iikeiy that Hindi an institution would pro-
mote the welfare of tho present generation by tho en-
couragement 0f industrious habits of the young of both
-f_xes,qby the Incitement to simple living, and hy tho
discountenancing ©f habits of sult-indulgenue.

UIIAKAOTKIt HUII.DJINIh
MARY ALYjHN WUHT.

Character does not come by ohunoc, it Is wrought out,
and is tho combined work of Ood and man. 'I'ho very
origin of tho word points to tills truth, Itd root Isthe
Crook word "uhuruss" which, with slight change, we
translate “huruss.” As Kdwurd Kverett little saysi
"Tho grout trip-hammer of the mint of Ood hits us
hard, again, ami again, and_again, and with every blow
tho metal struck changes its lustre, its strength, oven
Its imago and superscription, Itscharacter comes to It
hocause it is ?ounded y this tremendous hammer. 1ho
more it is beaten the more character it has." As coins
come from tho mint with Image and superscription
clear-cut and strong, just in proportion to the strength
of the blows received, so character s strong in propor-
tion to the blows It hours In God's mint.

Wo spunk of sterling character- do wo ever stop to
study out tho meautng of this figure of speech? It
comes from tho Knglish ?ound sterllnq, coin of the
realm. A poung sterlln? Is, literally, gold pounded un-
til_It shows the image of tile reigning sovereign,

Thus our vernacular, which Isa crystallisation of tho
doep«r thoughts of the generations forming It, testlflos
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to the valoft of character by linking its expression with
the coin of tho realm, the stmidnrd of value.

Oharoctor is the one thing of intrinsic value in tho
utilvorso; tho only thing wo eon tako with rimall else
wo lonve at the grave.

A dying miser had ills ha?s of gold brought to ids
beside, that so long as life lasted ho might gloat over
his hoard, but instead of the Joy the sight had before
given him, was now only agony because ho could not
tako it with him. Helping a piece ho throw It Into his
mouth saying, “l will lake you, anyway.” But tho
gold choked him, ami his soul wont into eternity, naked
and empty, hearing only the Impress of Its own sordid-
ness. Ho every soul goes into eternity, hearing tho im-
press stamped” upon It hero.

Character building in tho home Is a complex process,
Into which many elements enter.  First among these Is
the character of tho parents themselves. This affects
children intwo ways, hy inheritance and by example, both
potent forces for good or evil. No scientific laws are
more flxod and certain Iban those of heredity, yet few

arc less known or less re?arded in human affairs. The
farmer studies them carefully as regards his stock, hut
utterly ignores them in relation to his children. Yet

wherever we find life we Hiid heredity, and whatever
affects life affects heredity. This is true not only of in-
dividuals, hut of nations, and no nation exemplifies its
truth butter than America, Tho stern conflicts of pio-
neer life, and its rigid 5|mi)l|0|ty, led naturally to a
nation marked hy meiKoontrol, thé self-denial, courage
and patriotism characterizing the men and women of
the revolution. Poueo secured through hard-fought
hattles won, the natural mdlucncc Is a philosophic age.
In which amid pence and ploutv, Ingenious and liberal
pursuits flourish, and scientific studies arc pursued with
vigor. Then s the time groat involitions arc made.
In proof of tills, note inventive spirit marking tho years
following the acknowledgment of our Independgnce,
the Invention of tho cotton gin_ and tho steam erigluo.
The two decades following our civil war witnessed more
inventions hy Americans lluui tho two centuries pre-

ceding. This is In direct accordance with the juws of
heredity, Another hereditament Is orpially manifested
In tiie those terrible

merican ?eople of to-day. Durm?
years of olvil conflict, the physical, mental and spiritual
energies of our men and women were taxed to the utter-
most, the nerve strain on tho whole nation was some-
thing fearful, and we see Its offoots to-day In lack of
nerve force among many horn during those terrible
years. Again the aﬂ%resslve spirit was for tho time
exhausted, and ohlldroti horn during the years
closely following the war are largely characterized hytho
unaggressivo_ spirit. They are riow coming upon’ the
sta?e of notion, and doubtless will be more ready to
settle vexed questions by peaceful arbitrations than by
the arbitrament of the sword. This Is a blessed provi-
sion of nature; without ft wars might he interminable;
in It we see hope of houling the wounds of war, and
making us indeed a united peoplo,

As with the notion, so with the individual, the law
of heredity decides, hi large measure, wiiat the charac-
ter of the “ohlld will he. #They enslave their children's
children, who make compromise with sin.”
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This thought, it seems to me, should keep every mail a5 the feminine gender ofher sturdy sea-captain father'l
and woman pure for the sake of the children that are sterling qualities.” In Mrs. Jameson is reproduced the
to be. . . . artist soul of her father, which, in hei* case, wrought

This* then, lies at the very foundation of life and \ith pen instead of pencil. Elizabeth Barrett Brown,
character building. A foolish prudery—and wicked as ing is an intensification of her father’s genius and char,
Well us foolish, when we consider its results—has t0o0 acter. Harriet Beecher Stowe is the true daughter of
long kept it in the background. Never till men and Lyman Beecher. Margaret Fuller reproduced her
women study this subject in the light of God’s truth as father’s lineaments and mind. Mary Stanley was not
revealed in the Bible and in science* and having learned only her father’s “right-hand man,”* as he used to cll
His laws regarding heredity, sacredly obey them) shall her, but resembled him in character as much as Dean
there be a generation of children having a fair start in Stanley did their mother. Hannah Whitall Smith, who
the world. Most children commeuce life handicapped has such a power to draw all hearts unto her, isthe
by the sins or the follies of their parents. An intense daughter o1 one who is styled “the bestloved merchant
absorption in either business or pleasure, to the exclu- in Philadelphia*” The spirit of Lucia Kimball’s father
sion of soul culture> results in children with moral natures is shown in his favorite saying, “I mustdo what | ought;
warped or undeveloped. The mother’s corset often God will take care of the rest.” Such cases can ko
leaves its mark upon the child. In the father’s wine- multiplied, but these examples are sufficient.
cup is often dissolved pearls more precious than Cleo-  Carefully analyzed, they may help to elucidate an-
patra’s—the will power of his children—while the steadi- other principle of heredity not so well established, but
ness of nerve which is their rightful inheritance, is too which the best authorities assert. It is that both sons
often puffed away in the smoke of his cigar. God gave and daughters are likely to inherit physical form, pes-
the world an impressive lesson in heredity when he sions and appetites from the fathers, and intellectual and
would make the strongest man on record, and com- spirituals traits from the mothers. These two princi-
menced the process by sending an angel from heaven to ples of heredity working together often produce com
give the strictest possible total abstinence pledge to the plicated results. Yet it is said that few men or women
mother of Samson. All through His word he recog- nave ever exhibited great intellectual power unless
nizes the law of inheritance, and orders that spiritual these were prefigured in the mother, thus substantiating
opportunities be transmitted with temporal estates. He the second principle named. If this be true, and no
clearly shows that both good and bad traite may be one can prove that it is not, it presents a strong and
transmitted, and also that sin can cancel the inheritance unexpected argument in favor of intellectual culture
of good traits, as we see in the case of degenerate chil- and development for mothers, and an equally strong
dren of good parents, or that grace may cancel a bad in- argument to fathers for controlling all appetites and
heritance. passions. Sowing wild oats does not seem such a

We have been very slowin “thinking God’sthoughts harmless thing, when we remember that innocent chil-
after Him,” in this direction, but have at last recognized dren must reap the harvest which this sowing produces,
the fact that it was by no accident he sent the angel to a harvest often of woe and shame, of physical weak-
Samson’s mother instead of to Manoah, but that He ness, and moral obliquity.
thus pointed out a fixed law of heredity, which is, that Do you say | am giving too much space to this topic
the line of transmission is between the sexes, from in an article on character building ? It is not too much
mother to son, from father to daughter. True, we ifthereby a single parent shall be led to investigate the
have many instances of transmission of traits from father fundamental laws of being, and order his life in accord-
to son, from mother to daughter, as well as a transmis- ance with them. We would have our character build-
sion of traits to a child equally by both parents, butthe ing rest on sure foundations, and these laws are the
geueral law seems otherwise, and experience proves very foundations of life. Enough books have been

this. No race of heroes ever sprung from mothers who written filled with platitudes concerning goodness in
were slaves. The mothers of great men have become the abstract; we have no ambition to add to the store.
Witness W hat the world needs, in order to have the next gene-

almost as noted as the great men themselves.
the mother of Alfred the Great, of Napoleon, of Lather, ration develop a purer, stronger type of character than

of Goethe, of Washington, of John Q. Adams, of Lin- this one has shown, is to have God lay upon the hearts
coln, of Garfield, of John jg. Gough, and scores of others. of men and women of to-day the burden of unboru
Close study of Bible history reveals the same fact. souls for whose character they are largely responsible,
When the lives of great women are closely studied through this transfer one generation into tne next,
as those of great men have been, we may find the other which we call heredity.
half of this truth, that the fathers of grand women have  The second part of our theme, influencing character
themselves possessed grand natures, and that we must by example, opens out with another phase of the truth
look to the fathers if we would findprefigured the char- learned in the first; for here what you are, influences
acter of the daughters. Queen Elizabeth is Henry the the character of your children more than all you can
Eighth slightly modified by sex and protestantism. do or teach. The character that you are living out day
Lady Norton inherited from her father, Thomas Sheri- by day will build more living stones in the structure
dan, the talents which her mother so sedulously culti- you are striving to rear, than any amount of didactic
vated. Elizabeth Fry inherited from her father a large :teaching. What Goethe calls “ the self-registration of
philanthopy.” Lucretia Mott’s splendid moral courage parents on the character of their children,” is a solemn
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fict going on moment by moment, whether you are
coscios of it or not.  The parent who inculcates ver-
ke honesty and exhibits dishonesty in his life, will find
hiscounsel barren, but his conduct fruitful.

You may teach respect for the Sabbath, but if you
donot “ turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from do-
ing thy pleasure on mine holy day,” be not surprised
ifyour children are Sabbath-breakers. You may warn
themagainst slander, but if petty gossip forms the staple
ofyour table talk, it will be strange if they do not turn
ou tattlers and mischief-makers.

You may talk all day about respecting the rights of
athers, but if they see you over-riding a poor neighbor,
ortaking undue advantage in a trade, your talk wild
gofor nothing.

Aparent’s first duty, not only to himselfand to God,
butto his children, is to be able to say, “ | respect my-
«f” Tosaythat, and feel it in every fiber of his being,
hemust be clean and pure, honest in the sight of God
adofman; when he can thus say it, he is sure of the
respect of his children—a vital point in their character.
—dournal of Heredity.

MARRIAGE IN' THE FORGOTTEN" PAST.

Adamand Eve, as portrayed by the poet Milton, have
olong held absolute possession of the imaginations of
dl English-speaking Christian peoples that it is with
difficulty they perceive that within the limits of a page
the Bible record allows of two diverse interpretations
ofthe relative position of the first man and woman of
theAdamites,and it occurs to usjust to wonder what were
theprevious family relations of “ those sons of them that
worshi the gods ” before they were espoused by the
“daughters of men.”

Yet the patient marshaling of the traditions and
rearly extinct customs which linger in oUr midst, and
of the habits of non-existent savages has thrown a ray
of light upon the pre-adaraite habits of marriage which
should inspire the interest of every thinking man and
WOEn.

‘wThe subject of marriage is one concerning which
neither I nor anybody else can have more than an infin-
itesimallysmall atom of knowledge” writes [lammerton,
for “ the utmost experience on this subject to be found
in this country extends to about these trials and experi-
ments. * And our ignorance is all the darker
that few men tell us the little that they know, that little
being too closely bound up with that innermost privacy
of life which every man of right feeling respects in his
own case as in that of another.”

Ofthe earlier unions of the sexes in their intellectual
and moral aspect we have even less knowledge, and can
onlyjudge of them by their general effect upon habits of
life, since primeval man has neither analyzed his emo-
tions or left of them any record; that he boasted of any
very varied aifectional experience is to be doubted when
the early relations of the sexes is considered, for woman,
without doubt, became to him an obstacle to be killed
inher infancy when in the struggle for existence her
maternity was perceived to be a factor which must of-
ten render her a burden—the law of self-preservation
teaching the least encumbered of the two sexes to keep
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limit consistent with the preservation of the race, de-
spite the fact that the female infanticide thus practiced
must result in continual warfare for the possession of
those women who were allowed to live until adult life, for
purposes of race propagation.

Of the possible experiences of such a one Sir George
Gray gives an insight in his description of the life of
the natives of northwestern Australiain 1841. “Among
them the early history of a young woman at all cele-
brated for beauty is generally one continued series of
captivities to different masters, of ghastly wounds, of
wanderings in strange families, of rapid flights, of bad
treatment from other females amongst whom she is
brought a stranger by her captors. Rarely do you see
a form of unusual grace and elegance, but it is marked
and scarred by the furrows of old wounds, and many a
female thus wanders several hundred miles from the
home of her infancy, being carried off successively to
distant and more distant points.”

But if the fate of woman was hard, man himself suf-
fered from miseries from which if not chivalrously,
yet still he stood multitudinous owner, for the testimony
of the rocks distinctly exhibits early humanity in the
guise of naked hunters or feeders upon shell-fish, lead-
ing a precarious life of squalid misery. In these most-
ancient times there is no history of the individual ex-
qgpt as a member of agroup. “The history of property
is the develpprncnt of proprietary rights inside of groups
which were at first the only owners; and of all other
rights, even including the right in offspring, it may be
said that their history is that of the gradual assertion of
the individual agaiust the traditional claim.” -

1 “It is improbable/~ writes Darwin, “that owing to
the feeling of jealousy absolutely promiscuous;inter-
course prevailed in times past shortly before man at-
tained to his.'present rank in the zoological scales
and Herbert Spencer evidently inclines to the same
view, saying:: “Among the lowest savages the relations
of the sexes differ in no marked way from those found
among inferior cieatures. The males of gregarious
mammals usually fight for possession of their females,
and primitive men do not in this respect differ from
other gregarious mammals; nevertheless we must infer
that even in prehistoric times promiscuity w is checked
by the establishment cf individual connexions, prompted
by men’s likings and maintained against other men by
force.”

:In these statements it would seem that neither Mr.
Spencer nor Mr. Durwin give due weight to the thought
that female infanticide may have produced a want of
balance between the sexes whioh must have long delayed
any approach towards monogamy and would havecoutN
teracted the feeling of jealousy which operates without
such restriction in the case of the most highly-evolved
animals. Admitting this factor into the calculation,
the first modification of general promisouity could have
been an arrangement entered into by small sets of men
to attach themselves to a particular woman, who would
thus in time come to be recognized as the mother of her
children, with what that term implies of proprietary
right and duty, and ultimately suggesting the bond of

down the number of the other to the lowest possible lunion between her oftspring.



Previous to a system of kinship, established through\ the
mother's recognition of relationship to the father was im-
possible, so long as a want of numerical balance between
the sexes existed, but after this discovery we have rea-
son to believe that the primitive groups of men began
to resolve themselves gradually into groups of brothers,
and within these confederations the feeling of close kin-
ship eventually simplified the polyandrous arrangement
in such manner as to resultin the recognition of the pa-
rentage of the eldest brother. Tbat these deductions
a~e not purely speculative is proved by the existence of
tribes of men to-day who are living severally in the
varying stages of social development indicated, while the
long, obsolete but lingering laws and enactments of
many historic races are pregnant with suggestions of
the past universality of these systems.

In a state of sexual promiscuity, modified or not, so
long as the women are continually liable to capture and
are herded together for greater security it is impossible
to speak of a family system, but so soon as a particular
female is set apart and housed by herself for the advan-
tage of a selected circle of men, we are enabled to recog-
nize that unit of the state, the integrity of which is the
life of nations ?

This rudest form of the family exists among the
Hairs, and has been described by three Asiatic travel-
ers, who were each overwhelmed with astonishment at
finding this reversal of polygamy an accepted fact, and
one of whom was especially impressed by the thought
that a Hair woman was nevertheless forbidden to have
more than twelve husbands. But the consequence of
this strange custom is perhaps most startling when we
realize that since no man knows his father, no father
knows his son, and hence, that if a man desires an heir
his sister’s children are the nearest kindred that he can
claim. Heindeed looks upon them with the same fond-
ness that fathers in other parts of the world have for
their own children, and he would be considered an un-

natural monster were he to show such signs ofgriefatthe
death of a child which he might suppose to be his own
as he did the death of a child of his sister. A man’s
mother manages his family, and after her death hiseld-
est sister assumesthe direction. Brothers almost always
live under the same roof, but if one of the family sepa-
rates from the rest he is always accompanied by bis fa-
vorite sister. A man’s movable property after his death
is divided among the sons and daughters of all his sis-
ters, and if there are are lands their managment falls to
the eldest male of the famiIK.” g

In Thibet polyandry reaches its highest development,
“one female associating her fate and fortune with all
the brothers of a family without restriction as to age or
numbers,”—except that the choice devolves upon the
eldest brother, and if a man be an only son he is secured
from riyais. Thisform ofpolyandry prevails very widely
at the present time, beinﬁ found in nearly the whole of
the Himalayan and sub-Hiraaiayan re?ions, and in Cey-
lon, but almost everywhere outside of Thibet the Hair
form also exists, the latter beibg'the custom of the lower
ranks of society, while the higher ranks have adopted
the former or an intermediate stage.

In Luelak the polyandrous arrangement has advanced
ptill further towards monogamy, sihce it is the privilege
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of the younger brothers to decide whether they will
share the wife of the elder, but in the event of his
death, his property, authority, and widow devolve
upon his next brother without any choice or refusal
upon his part. Beyond the privilege of refusing to
participate in their elder brother’s family relations these
younger brothers have few advantages; they have no
authority, they wait upon their elder brother as ser-
vants and can be turned out of doors at his pleasure
without any obligation being incurred by him to pro-
vide for them, and if the priesthood were not open to
them life would seem a servitude, whose only door of
escape was through the death of their more happy rela-
tive. We do not, however, believe tbhat they repine,
but this customary right of succession to a brother’s
property, and to his widow, one of which he cannot
have without the other, and the ruder modification of
this custom among the Kughiz, Aenezes, and Mongols,
which makes the next brother heir even when the eldest
leaves issue, easily suggests to every one, if carried a
step further, some of the stories of his Sunday-school
days, and brings a query as to the ancestry of morethan
one Biblical hero or heroine.

Max Muller asks, in discussing the character of the
Mahabharsta, “How is it that the five Pandora princes,
who are at first represented as receiving so strictly
Brahaminic an education, could afterwards have been
married to one wife? This is in plain opposition to
Brahaminic law, where it is said “They are many wives
of one man, not many husbands of one wife.” Sucha
contradiction can only be accounted for by the admis-
sion that in this case epic tradition in the mouth o1 e
Ipeople was too strong to allow this essential and curious
feature in the life of its heroes to be changed, thatis
to say, “The races among whom the five principal
heroesof the Mahabharsta were born and fostered prac-
tised polyandr¥l. o

So among the Hebrews, “the obligation to marry
the widow was the counterpart of the right of succes-
sionand we can see the obligation and heirship drop-
ping slowly out of view as we compare Ruth iv.s,
with Deuteronomy xxv. 2-10. In the earliest age the
Levi had no alternative but to take the widow. In-
deed she was his without any form of marriage, but by
the Mosaic law he might get quit of her if he chose by
submitting to the ceremon%/ of loosing the shoe.”

“But how came the right of succession to open as
in the ruder cases to the brother in preference to the
son of the deceased ? The only explanation is the
one already offered, that this law of succession was de?
rived from polyandry, for the succession of brothers to
one another in order of age is a feature of all the
higher fofms. Under the partially evolved, brothers suc-
ceed one another, and failing brothers the sister’s chil-
dren coine in, under the highest brother’s succeed one
another, anc} failing brothers, comes in the eldest son of
the brotherhood- Jn "the jowes® form the daughters of
his sister are a man’s heirs, the mother is the head of
the family,’her*daughters are its continuers and in them
is'the fitfe to land secure”.”

' Among the JEoeeb, with whom marriage is now monog-
amous, the family circle inclUfj.es the daughter’s husband
i)s a subordinate member, his property whep he marries
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w*io ovor to hi* wife, and tvt hor death her heirs are
Intdaughters.  Hut this is the only known instance of
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practice it tended to restore the balance of the sexes, to
allow of the rise of polygamy and the decay of poly-

Mivile succianon associated with monarchy except the andry," and ultimately to result in agnation.

i’>ht of inheritance to a crown, and how the Koeeh ho-1

~\MO *C remarkable mx i*nv>ioy to the ordinary method
ef evolution is not evident trom any data we have eon-:
ocming them, although the unraveling of the riddle
wight he worth the while of some anient champion her
N«

Hut premising an era in which women are the heads of
families, the children are named after their mothers and
net their fathers, and all the relationship to which rights
of succession attach are at first confined to women and
xv traced solely through women, nevertheless, as the
right of inheritance to property tended to heroine and
did become the mark of Kinship, man, the property
winner, grew anxious to assure the inheritance of his
accumulations to his own children so soon as he recog-
nixed in them the eontinners of his own existence, aud
failing them to children of his own choosing; "this is
agnation, and when it exists is always a sign that pater-
nal supremacy is complete.” On the contrary, the right
of succession to a throne is not earned, and it has thus
proved less oasv to dispossess woman of this privilege
than of any other divine right so called.

Hut the development of marriage from a stage of
promiscuity to that of paternal supremacy is not so sim-
ple as would at first appear. The whole problem is com-
plicated by the laws of onogamy (a prohibition against
marriage within the circle o1 the tribe), aud endogamy (a
prohibition against marriage without the tribe), restric-
tions which from early times existed ami preceded and
succeeded each other as tribal polities and interest seemed
to dictate. For instance, a tribe which was enogamons
might become endogamous when the system of female
relationship had so far differentiated it into groups of
kindred that to take wives from another family circle
simulated marrying outside the tribe, a custom which
would ho perceived to he advantageous when property
had accumulated sufficiently to make it appear desirable
to main it in the group which had become possessed
of it.

Of the complications involved in following the stops
of progress the rise and fall of the practice of infanti-
cide is a suggestive example. The law of blood fond,
at one stage of man's progress always existant, binds a
tribe or family to avenge the death of any of their num-
ber upon the tribe or family through a member of which
their Kinsman has died, the obligation having the au-
thority of a religious precept. At first the protection to
the person this law afforded benefittod only adults, hut as
kinsnip through females was recognised there is evidence
that it was extended to infants. “This extension was a
logical necessity, for when infants came within the bene-
fit of the law,'their lives must often have been spared
to avoid the blood feud with their mothers' kindred, a
bodv of protectors being outside and foreign to the
mivs or house of birth. Thus the law of blood feud is
to he credited with the mitigation, perhaps in some
eases with the suppression, of infanticide (male or fe-
male as well) in enogamons societies at that stage when
kinship is through mother) ouly?but by chocking this

“ When, however, with agnation groups became ho-
mogeneous, containing none but kindred, and contain-
ing in fact all thf kindred, the beneficial action of the
blood-feud must have ceased, because where necessity
or convenience prompted to infanticide among agnatio
groups the law of blood-feud ottered no impediment to
the practice. If the,children perished it was at the hands
of their kindred."

The appropriation of wives hv violence without doubt
suffered like fluctuation. A necessity when they were
the objects of the predatory attacks of one horde upon
another, so soon us through female succession ondag-
amous unions came to he permitted the form of taking
possession must have been move peaceful, but that with
agnation and the consequent onogamy it again relapsed
into a forcible abduction, which was afterwards modi-
fied hit *a purchase of the bride from hor natural guar-
dians, there is ample proof, since the central idea in the
varied marriage ceremonies of historic peoples is either
the carrying off a maiden in defiance of her kindred
and their efforts to protect hor, or a bargain and sale.

Lord Kamos describes a custom extant in Wales dur-
ing his lifetime very similar to that which is still pur-
sued among the Kalmucks, the girls riding as if for life
from their would-be lord and master by a preconcerted
arrangement, and in his *Sketches of the History of
Man,” 1807, he writes: "Among some half civihxed
tribes the matrimonial engagement is not considered to
he definitely concluded until the suitor has overcome
his beloved by force and torn her clothes, the maiden
being bound bv custom to defend her liberty to the ut-
most.*

"The Bedouin Arabs declare it is necessary for the
bridegroom to force the bride to enter his tent before
they are considered married, and a similar custom ex-
isted among the French, at least in some provinces, in
the 17th oenturv. In North Friodland the form is re-
dwood to a minimum of pretence, a young fellow,
called the bride-lifter, lifting the orido and her two
bridesmaids upon the wagon m which the marriage cou-
ple are to travel to their home," but perhaps the last
vestige of the ancient ceremony is the slipper thrown
after the bride for good luck in place of the missal which
was once hurled at her captor,

R. S. W. B.

It isonly ill “going forward " that the path will open

through a sea of difficulties. As long as wo sit and look
|despairingly at them they will remain a pathless sea.
Kiluck llovkins.

Sexual communion as usually practiced, other than
for the inspired PUIrPOSEe of fatherhood and motherhood,
is — Mitiy if, 7V«nX/W

“ W hat is life good for any way ?* That is what a
young girl asked, and older persons ought to consider
that question ami try to answer it properly, and if they
cannot find the right answer, they should not say that
theyjiaw found it.
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TS NOT THIS PAPER NEEDED? WON'T YOU TAKE IT peal for the organization of women for organization

AND CIRCULATE IT? - . L
Subscription nad AdfjflINinK Mutes. and protection, asking that leagues be formed similar in

Subscriptions: lobject and character to White Cross and Social Purity

The Alpha is published on the first day of each month, by the Moral Education So* organizations for men. The appeal is very clear and
ciety of Washington, D. C,,and can be obtained of newsdealers, or will be sent at the

ollowing rates: strong. We regret that we cannot print it entire in this
g&e%%ar:ths : - : : : fi-oczms number of The Alpha, but our crowded columns for-
C ' ‘ ' ‘ bid. We hope to present it to our readers in the July

Advertisemonts issue.

The Alpha having a large circulation, and being of a suitable size for binding, is a
good medium for advertisements, which will be inserted at the following rates:

One square, (space equal to six lines nonpareil.) first insertion one dollar; each sub- Mrs. R. P. Newby, of Las Vegas, New Mexico. has a
sequent insertion, fifty cents. ol ! ! !

o Correspondence: ) plan for assisting young girls who are left without re-
Letters consisting of personal opinions should be not more than halfcolumn in length

Letters containing Important facts or interesting matter may sometimes be longer. sources when disaster or death overtakes their fathers,

All communications, books for review, Ac., should be addressed to Caroline B. Win- i
Slow, EOHtor of - Tre Alhar” No. 3 Grant Biace Washngton. 0. . who formerly supported them comfortably on salaries.

PAID ECR But the income ceasing with the life of the father, they

We send The A Ipha to no one unless it is paid for, and we drop outof their rank in life and are lost. Her plansare

ﬂiscgntinue ht at };)he expiration of t_r%e tri]mehfor whitch Baymbendt not fully revealed, but we surmise it is not very unlike
as peen made. ersons receiving It wno have not subscrioe ) H
for it may be sure that it has been Sent and paid for by a friend, the Infants”Insurance Company, proposed by Elizabeth

or neighbor, and that no bill will ever be presented for it. Kingsbury in this number of her serial, “ What We
Have To Do.” They both aim to prevent destitution.

-I- H E A L P HA Mrs. Newby wishes for help in letting her purposes be

. known. If they prove practicable we shall be most happy

to lend a hand in furthering her project.
VOL. XI. JUNE 1, 1886. No. 10.

The long-looked-for book “For Boys” will be out as
This month we shall issue a large edition of The soon as the publisher can properly execute the work,
A Ipha, 5,000 copies more than our regular issue. Any within two or three months at the farthest.
persons wishing to secure copies to forward to friends  We have had the pleasure of reading the manuscript
can have them for three cents a copy. If they prefer and pronounce it a remarkable and valuable work. One
to send addresses they will be forwarded to any person that could only have emanated from a sorrowing mother’s
desired upon paying the above for numbers ordered. heart, to guide other mothers and fathers in starting
their sons out in life armed with a correct knowledge
We gratefully acknowledge generous donations from of themselves, a knowledge that will be an armor and
our appreciative friends, Mrs. Mary E. Stebbings, of $10, defense against the world, the flesh, and the devil. We
and from the venerable Dr. C. G. Hussey $20, through are impatient that it should be put into shape to begin
our friend, Rev. J. G. S. Trevilli. These good friends its mission. Others are impatient, too. Subscriptions
are Providences to us. They not only keep our head for it are already beginning to come to this office. My
above water by their assistance but they supply the friends, do not send yet, it may cause loss or confusion.
sinews of war with which to fight ignorance and sin-*—& 4. Due notice will be given when it is ready. During the
three years of its preparation Mrs. Shepherd has ex-
perienced more than the usual amount of the vicissi-
- ) tudes and the exigencies of life—circumstances decided
soriber of The Alpha, sending $1.50 before August 1, per hyshand to move from lowa to Washington Terri-
1886. tory. purchasing a farm, settling, a severe illness, and
Or one dollar’s worth of Moral Education pamphlets the privations and incidents of pioneer life. What in-
will be sent to any new subscriber to The Alphasend- domitable perseverance in the face of such hindrances
ing $1.50 before August 1, 1886. and difficulties! Cut otfas she is from scientific and
One copy of Life of Mr. Stead given with every sympathetic associations, unable to secure help in house-
new subscriber to The A lpha, sending name and $1.50 hold duties—with a limited library for reference, often
before August 1,1886. waiting for stationery—she has succeeded in producing
a scientific, original, pure and entertaining book to bless
Miss Maria Grev, Of London, has published an tne parents and youth of this generation. It marks
address * To Women of All Classes,” which is an ap- an epoch in boys’ literature and will be thrice welcome

“LOOK AT THIS.”
One copy of “For Girls” given to any new sub-
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inviewof the impetus given by the White Cross move-
ment and the recent United States law enforcing scien-
tificinstruction in public schools.

Thbfriends of purity will be interested in the pros-
perity and activity of the Washington Social Purity
Alliance. The interest in the work and the member-
dhpis increasing weekly. At their meetings business is
transacted promptly and clearly, according to Parlia-
mentary law.  They are looking for a location for their
hore. In the meantime, the House of the Good Shep-
herd (Catholic) and the Episcopal Home give tempo-
raryshelter to all unfortunates that their visiting com-
mittee can induce to return to alife of purity and peace.
May 27 Kev. Mr. Powell delivered a very appropriate
sermon before the Alliance, on the rescued women of
the Bible, which was listened to with deep interest by
alarge audience. At its close the Association accepted
aninvitation to adelightful lunch given by Mrs. LaFetra
atthe Temple Cafe, where the social elements was en-
couraged, pleasant acquaintances being formed and
friendly sentiments exchanged.

In the mind of every thinking person the question of
“how to stem the current of moral evil.with which the
world is flooded,” must take first rank. Every indi-
vidual is called upon to put his or her shoulder to the
wheel, and add the weight of their testimony and influ-
ence to this end.

In the past eleven yeare we have lifted our voice and
issued our thoughts and the best thoughts of others
through the columns of Thb Alpha. We have kept
in the front rank, the duty of parents to study the
best interests of their children through their highest
physical and moral endowments by self-improvement
and pre-natal culture as the wisest and best method
of cure for the evil that the intelligence of man everin
vented.

Not that we suppose we were especially the chosen
instruments of God to save the world physiologically,
but seeing so clearly that the salvation of our race lay
in physical and moral sanctities, that all permanent re-
forms must work down to and take their start from first
principles—roots, and in this respect, as well as spiri-
tually, man must work out his own salvation. The
mottoes inscribed on our banner being “ Human Eights
Before all Laws and Constitutions,” and “ The Divine
Right of every Child to be Well-bom” has never been
furled. These are revolutionary sentiments and boldly
uttered. But true and right. More and more as the
years roll on, is the power and need of our watchword
manifest AH the specimensofdefrauded childhood that
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loom up in our path, haunting us everywhere. All the
horrid crimes that are daily recorded, all the sufferings
of body and mind whose restless moanings fill our ears
and rend our hearts, but emphasizes the need of cour-
age and perseverance in the enunciation of trnth and
the spread of light as it is given us to dispense in single-
ness of heart and with nnselfish interest. We know it
is possible through knowledge (or rather wisdom) for the
human race to attain to higher development, and the
human heart to purer joys and sweeter love, with a
greater degree of health and strength. We likewise
believe that, startling as the assertion may be, that sexual
continence, exceptfor procreation, is the key-note, the watch-
word by which these blessings will be attained. So we
iterate and reiterate our motto and our watchword till
the world for very weariness and importunitiesl sake
will listen and heed.

In all the world The A Ipha is the only periodical de-
voted to the dissemination ofthese “ bed rock” truths.
These enunciated principles—object to them as the ma-
jority do—are God’s truths, and sooner or later they
must be recognized; sooner or later the world will ac-
cept and live them. That many have already done
so is our reward and recompense, as well as our incen-
tive for our continued labor. In the beginning we
hoped to live to see one genuine convert, one living ex-
ponent of the possibilities of a higher life—one child
the outcome of love and wisdom. At this day we can
count many families living sweet and pure lives,
successful in subduing impulse, enjoying joys and de-
lights that bring no regrets or remorse. We gird our
loins and press forward with this army of good men and
women, losing no opportunity to spread the joyful news
of the great possibilities ot our race, working out our
salvation, and destined to tread the mountain-tops of
moral purity and holiness with shining faces and beau-
tiful feet, calling to all that dwell in the valleys and
shadows to come up and join them. May the cave-
dwellers and the sunless hear the call and obey.—[Ed.]

Thb May number of “Mind in Nature” has a second
paper from Dr. Yalin on “Heredity of Memory.” R.
W. Shufeldt reviews Bishop Coxe’s contributions to
firstvolume of “Mind in Nature.” 1. Lancaster has a
few more thoughts on “The Doctrine of Evolution.”
Sarah E. Titcomb, replies to a review of her book,
“Mind Cure on a Material Basis,” in the March num-
ber.

To many readers tbe most important article is the
report of Dr. A. M. Hutchinson, of Minnesota, on a
“Faith Cure,” which came under bis own observation,
the nature of the disease and condition of the patientis
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given in full, and the doctor honestly says that he as-
sumes no credit for the marvellous recovery. There is
also a very interesting paperou “Occultism in Chicago,”
ashort, but pungent articleon “Personal Purity Among
Men,*” which with other papers on kindred topics,
make up a very valuable number worth far more than
the ten cents asked for it. Cosmic Publishing Com-
pany, 171 West Washington street, Chicago.

A FOUL FIEND.
HORRIBLE LIST OF HIS CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN.

London, May 11.—Thomas Gibney, whose name ap-
pears in the London directory under the description of
* gentleman,” was to-day arraigned in the Clerkenwell
Police Court for violations of the criminal law amend-
ments acts, resulting from the Pall Mall Gazette crusade.
The charges against the prisoner are of having procured
since last December, for his violation, forty children
under the agent of consent. The girls were all the
daughters of workingmen. The developments in the
case have aroused intense indignation, and the authori-
ties have had difficulty in saving the prisouer from the
fur}’ of the parents of his victims.

The above paragraph is proof positive that Mr.
Stead’s awful disclosures have not only resulted in an
amendment of the criminal law, but has aroused the
courage of the authorities to the necessity of enforcing
the amended law even against “ gentlemen.” The day
has come when all hiddeu sins must come to the light.
—Ed.

Is not the following example good for friends of The
A 1pha to adopt and follow ? We know by sad expe-
rience how hard it is to claim aud chain the attention
of the public mind to subjects of the most vital interest
to themselves and their generation. But we know like-
wise that the “ truth is mighty and will prevail.” That
some truths are disseminated by permeation or absorp-
tion, rather than proclamation, because of the stubborn-
ness of the human heart. Its conceit and self-sufficient
repose in its acquirements and advancements. So if
light permeates the darkened chamber of their minds
it enters through crevices and slats, thus dimly diffusing
and dispelling influence, till visual adjustment recognizes
its presence and prepares the way for a greater efful-
gence. Then many (especially women) can more easily
control a dime than a dollar. While their hearts are right
and their faces set towards the rising day, their finances
do not admit of greater outlay. To such as these the
dime a month subscription will be a help. Mrs. Helen
Moore shows herself, as she says, a true A ipha daugh-
ter, as well as recording secretary of the San Francisco
Society for Moral Education.

San F rancisco, May 7, 1886.
Dear Mrs. w instow ; The Allpha tracts and seven
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copies of The Aipha received. | succeeded in dis-
posing of the seven copies to regular subscribers. If
you sav to persons the price of the paper is only ton
cents per mouth, aud you will deliver it to them, pos-
sibly each individual might get fifty to a hundred sub-
scribers per mouth—at all events | shall try this plan.
I began with seven Aiphas for April. PIcaso send
twenty copies for May. The profits are to bo used for
our Aipha fund, our compensation for labor, our in-
creased society. Had I a little more time | should in-
dulge myself in ordering fifty copies at least, as | know
I could dispose of them. Send twenty copies every
mouth until further notice, and | will send the money
each month, thereby saving book-keeping, unless you
have some other business plan. In the Juno issue of
The Father's Lope T he A1pha shall have an extensive
notice, and everything relating to your personal efforts
in connection with the paper that you do not object to
being published, please send. We know that the sexual
question underlies all other questions, and if you have
not seen the work, “ Man; or, Fragments of Forgotten
History,” written by two Chelas, and which is to he
found in the library of some theosophical society, get
it and yon will find an interesting chapter ou sex evolu-
tion. Am | right when | say The A1lpha is eleven
years old ? | shall send the May issue of The Father's
Love, in which you will recognize an offspring of The
Alpha. May it keep the commandment, “ Honor thy
father aud thy mother that thy days muy be long,” &
That this letter may find you better in health is the de-
sire of the loving hearts of tho C. M. E. Society.

Helen Moore.

At a convention of the Woman’s Christian Temper-
once Union, beld at Sacramento, California, April 20th
and 21st, Mrs Helen Moore was present to promote the
cause of moral educatiou. She was cordially welcomed
aud her noble work struck a responsive note in tho con-
vention. She was invited to present a resolution on
the Social Purity subject; She gavo the following:

“ Knowing that the fundamental question of life is
the relation of man to woman and woman to man, and
that all inharmony is the rosult of ignorance,

“Resolved, That we restore harmony by oducuting the
sexes in the law of their being, that all children may
have their rights, namely, to bo well born.”

Miss White, the eloquent young lecturer, made an
inspired speech on Social Purity. May tho courage
born of truth inspire her to proclaim purity everywhere.
Tho veteran temperance worker, Mrs. Pitt Stevens,
earnestly pressed the claims of the temperance press.

The kindergarten was represented by Mrs. Green.
She showed in eveiy act and word tho inspiration of
her noble cause. None but grand characters embrace
that system of education; and all that learn it become
grander. Let every person do something for that cause,
— The Father's Love,
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child, but should be so in very truth. The customavy'
deceptions of children by people usually honest is ap--
Promises and threats are made that are never

MOTHERS’” DEPARTMENT.

EDITED BY ALICE B. STOCKHAM, M. D., CHICAGO.

MOTHERS’ MEETINGS.

It does seem that as if any mother desiring the best
good of her children will be rejoiced to aid in carrying
an mothers’ meetings.

Mothers, you do uot know how much you can help
oreanother; how much wise counsel strengthens heart
and band; how much good can be accomplished by de-
voting even one hour in each week to learning wise
methods of improving your child and through him the
world.

Totake part in Mothers” Meetings and to engage in
social parity work it is not necessary to belong to any
special organization.  This work is as broad as humanity
itself, and appeals to all alike. We already hear of many
circles being formed, as suggested in The A 1pha. These
are connected with or independent of W. C. T. U. or-
ganizations.

It not already connected with a circle do Dot allow a
week to pass until you join one, or form one. If you
cannot get five to join you, begin with three. Earnest-
ress and devotion to the truth will soon attract others.

When possible, have original papers read for discus-
sion, but if these cannot be secured, be sure to have one
ghgour number appointed to read from the writings of

rs.

You can decide in your own circle whether you will
coniine yourself to subjects pertaining to social purity,
or whether you will consider all matters pertaining to
the physical, mental, moral, and religious training of
children. 1 will gladly furnish a printed list of topics
for discussion with reference to social purity. The vari-
ous moral educational societies of the country have fur-
nished ably-written articles, many of which are in leaflet
and pamphlet form. The back numbers of The Alpha
are full of articles that give wise counsel and thereby
stimulate discussion on questions of deepest interest.
That so much of truth and so little error has appeared
in this monthly, devoted to a subject hitherto tabooed,
isa marvel. We may differ with many of the contrib-
utors, and perhaps not always agree with the editor her-
self, but we recognize pure motives by which each has
been actuated, and admire devotion to a reform that
has required courage and heroism.

The Philanthropist, a new journal devoted to social
purity, is ably edited by the well-known reformers,
Aaron Powell and wife.

Every circle, too, will find help in each number of the
Babyhood, @ monthly published in New York, devoted to
the care of ?/oung children. If it were called Mother-
hood it would have been more wisely named.

Then from the earnest, true workers for social parity
in England we have many leaflets and tracts that are
timely and helpfol.

Those from the pen of the gifted Ellice Hopkins es-
pecially serve the needs of the times.

We beg of mothers to write and bring to their aid all
possible means for the best good of their offspring

A parent should not only appear to be honest with a

palling.
expected to be fulfilled. People who ordinarily practice
fair-dealing with children consider there is no harm in
misleading them in regard to the mysteries of repro-
duction. If the first questions upon this subject are not
treated with positive falsehoods, they are at least met
with very evasive answers. Thus the child learns his
first lesson of distrust and the parent has lost the confi-
dence of the little one. Thus a wall is built up between
parent and child that after-training or time rarely ef-
faces. Let fair questions always have fair answers.

This institution merits more than a passing notice ini
the columns of The A 1pha, 8 among its beneficent,
ministrations to the world its public identification wrthi
the White Cross movement makes it a center of radiar-

jtion for the defense of the helpless and afflicted.

The college is located at White Cross Hall, Detroit,,
Michigan, the home of its president, Mrs. Mary H. PJum-
kett, and was chartered for instruction in the new snick
peculiar science of Mental Healing. Mrs. Emma Hop*-
kins, formerly editress of the Menial Science Magazine,
is engaged as regular instructor. The course of study
is very thorough, embracing a department of practical
healing and a finishing series of lectures under the
president.

A Mental Scientific Association is already formed in
Detroit, numbering among its members some of the most
thoughtfnl and influential citizens, aud having its
headquarters at White Cross Ilall.

The department of practical healing is under the

charge of Dr. E. B. Weeks, whose marvelous cures have
filled Michigan with interest and gratitude. All the
people at the head of this new movement are in earnest,
and no organization for the promotion of morality and
health ever started oat with the loving effort of more
good men and women than this one in Detroit.

Love's Light is the official organ of the college, and
announces iveekly motbeps’ meetings in connection
with fhe social purity work, £0 which the faoulty are
devoting special attention.

WHITE CROSS HALL,
H9 West DongalStreet, Chicago, I,
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CONCEPTION IMMACULATE.
BY STEPHEN MAYBELL.
There is no thing evil. No thing evil of itself. Not
throughout the visible or invisible.

Then whence comes disorder, disease, pain, and death?

In the misapplication of things—through the misdi-
rection or riot of forces.

AS thought illuminates and minda expands her con-
trol, these forces are held under rein, and these things
placed in their proper relation and order.

Then man receives the expression of this superior in-
terior order, and then he becomes more godlike out-
ward.

And godlike indeed is be !

Behold him even as he stands, inferior to what ?
Nothing ! See him spurn the yawning grave athis feet,
courageously face the Infinite and defy the awful dark-
ness everywhere compassing. Oh, say of him what
you will, even if he is not, he has at least the attributes
of a god !

Come; then, mind ! Develop these attributes, make
him more like unto a god !

-Clear and fair as the ice-congealed tears of heaven—
within the mysterious realm of his being is distilled a
crystal flood, whose waters should be lifted in the arms
of light up to the heavenward of his higher nature, and
there, in the silvery vapors, be absorbed by the famished
and thirsting flowers of his soul.

But does he so direct this current of his life ; that
the celestial part of him may be strengthened and de-
veloped ; that he may become in mind and matter,
thought and act, the god he should be ?

No!he turns it simply into the hot, parched channels
of a brutish lust—down, down, down, to the stagnant
pools and swamps of flesh, down where the weeds rank
and poisonous grow, where festering corpses and bleach-
ing bones strew horrible banks reeking with corruption
where pollution and rottenness bubble and hiss with
death! Down to diseases as nameless as they are ter-
rible, from whose hot and blistering embrace spring
children into life, scum-covered, tainted, and bearing the
sins of the father even unto the third and the fourth
generation—nhorrible ! horrible ! horrible !

And ignorance calls this “ pleasure,” and in some
way an act connected with and pertaining to love.

An act of the brute, and when enacted by man, an
act of the brute in man.

An act foundationless and unnecessary in the present
developed condition of man’s soul creative forces,if man
were to rise to the full stature of his being—nay ! but
half comprehend himself.

“ As aman thiwketh, so is he”

Our thoughts are low and we are low ; our thoughts
are animal and we are animal. We live one per cent,
in our higher natures and ninety-nine per cent, in our
lower.

But some one says, “ What, would you have us de-
populate the earth ?” |

es, depopulate the earth of man as he is and repop-
ulate the earth with man as he should be. Do not be

ALPHA. [June i, 1886.]

afraid I You cannot extinguish man, he is inextin-
guishable. Mind is the creator and sustainer of that
which it creates, and man is mind, and mind is some-
thing you can neither put down nor out.

It is mind that now thinks, that now writes this, and
it is mind reaching up and out of its brutehood and
calling on man to step up and out of the material iLto
the spiritual of his powers.

But again, some one says, “ This would depopulate.
We would develop our minds but develop no descend-
ants.”

I would answer that lust develops nothing—it is only
a lowform of the application of theforces of procreation.”

Apply these forces of procreation in a higher form
and you will have a higher cfeation, develop mind and
will.  Let thought, not lust; let love, not passion, ab-
sorb the life fluid of your being.

Thought is pregnancy itself. Thoughts are entities;—
substances which enter, permeate, create, mould, shape,
feed, cherish, nourish everything, anywhere, everywhere!

You can procreate with thought, but it depends upon
the height of your thought for the height of your pro-
creation.

Thought has no limit to its possibilities. To reach those
possibilities you have to think up to them. Have you ever
attempted or thOUght immaculate conception? Never!

Yet you say it is impossible. And it is impossible
until that thought circling through the multitude gathers
strength enough to pregnate that which seeks pregna-
tion by it.

Your thoughts have been interwoven in the parched
pleasures of lust, and you have conceived beings of hate,
jealousy, doubt, suspicion, selfishness, and fear. Once
raise your thoughts from lust and you shall procreate
beings of faith, hope, charity, wisdom, courage, love,
beauty, and truth.

For man must and shall appear in whatever form
and wherever thought commands him.

In the magic realm of mind-nothing is impossible—
though darkness and doubt may deny, what matters it?
When did darkness and doubt ever but deny the supe-
rior ?

Many things are common and yet easiest unperceived.
Electricity moved noiselessly for centuries, save in the
lightnings, and even there, though crying in thunder-
tones, her marvelous force was still unknowu. Lately
we faintly grasp its possibilities.

Thought, a mightier and subtler force, electric and
magnetic agencies of the human soul, is yet untried, is
scarcely undreamed of.

Elevated to the higher regions of man’s being thought
shall procreate in white-tipped fire what she now pain-
fully spawns up from a half-burned glutinous imperfec-
tion.

But again we hear the word “ Impossible.”

And why ? Doesnot God reign ? And is not His
high-love creation ?

When did lust ascend the throne of the universe ?

Never! Although in the mind unillumined she may
wave her yellow flickering torch, and in the absence of
a greater orb be even deemed a sun.

Your lust develops nothing blit ephemera—nothing
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. |he reptile8 we see in earth and air. Reptiles are

erywhere, bo has man been everywhere. Science
H*a score of his graves to every square foot of
S Man’s lust is reptile life.

Man's love and elevated thought is angel life.

Therefore, which do you wish, reptile or man, demon
orangel, lust or love ?

You ask, “ What would you have us do ?” | answer,
"When the tires of passion rage, either in hate or lust,
therein lies your soul’s opportunity.

Lookup! At that instant, if you would form or re-
fomanother or yourself quickly and surely turn the
itream of your life fluid then flowing to feed the brutal
inyour being up to your higher self simply by an ex-
edise of the will in the contemplation of such, as faith,
hope, charity, wisdom, courage, beauty, or truth, and if
youwould procreate remember that man must and shall
uppear in whatever form and whatever thought com-
mends him.

Lust is more of a habit than intemperance, and is a
habit that is the mother of all intemperance.

We think it necessary, and therefore it is as necssary
tous as alcohol is to the drunkard, as opinion is to its
wretched victim, who would die did he not continue his
poisoning.

It is a struggle for man to rise above this habit; it is
aterrible struggle for him to got it from his thoughts

hut thought, of her own nature, shall purify herself.

Man has. man does conceive immaculate, though rarely
and scarcely known, and if known even then denied,
nut let us hope, the times are yielding wonders |

Two of the noblest piinciples that mind can grasp
sre love and liberty. When these fair twain are wed,
then behold heaven. But before that, love muit con-
quer lust, and there, standing upon the high mountain
steeps of the soul, liberty may there embrace her, for
then slander shall crouch in vain in the shadow of the
valleys where she belongs, and humanity relieved from
sickness, sin, and death, live on and make this earth
paradise.

1040J Market Street, San Francisco.

THE PROTECTIVE AGENCY FOR WOMEN AND CHIL-
DREN.

The Chicago Women’s Club, through certain of its
committees (philanthropy, reform, and home), and in
counsel with delegates from the other philanthropic or-
organissations of the women in the city, has established
a protective agency for women and children which has
for his objects: )

I. The protection of woman’s purity and honor; and
defense or punishment of any trespass upon the same.

I1. Protection against any injustice to women of a
financial or business character; such as defrauding them
of their pay for services rendered; or the violation of
business contracts made with them,

I11. The securing of the enuotment of better laws for
the protection of the honor and property rights of
women.

IV. Protection and defenso of the rights of children
against wrongs or any nature.

That the aims of the agency may not be misunder-
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stood, it is distinctly stated that its work is in no sense
that of reforming or reclaiming; but that on the moral
Bido it stands solely for the protection and defense of
alt such as hold honor and purity dear to themselves,
and for the care of those who are too young to choose
intelligently between virtue and vice.

In order to carry on its work in a practical way thel
agency has established an office in Central Music Hall,,
where, through one or more of its members or an agent,,
it will hear compluints every day from 8 to 11 A. M.

The character of the complaints which will properly
demand the attention of the agency will be as follows;

1. Any questionable proposals or acts which are in-
tended to compromise woman’s honor.

2. Intrigues or plottings intended to entrap good
girls into improper relations.

8. False advertisements, offering situations to young
girls where the end in view is not honorable employ-
ment.

4. Any withholding of wages or defrauding of just
dues. All such demands, if just, we will endeavor to
assist in collecting.

5. Wrongs, abuses, and unchaste proposals to chil-
dren, or attempts to entice them into wrongdoing.

The agency will hear and decide upon the merits of
all such complaints, and, if the cause is a just one, will
give its best moral support in vigorously demanding re-
dress, and, if need be, will invoke the aid of the law to
punish offenders or right a wrong.

All compluints will be strictly confidential, and groat
care and prudence will be exercised to investigate judici-
ously.

The services of some of the best legal talent in the
city have been pledged to carry on the work of the
agency in such oases as require prosecution.

In order to render this work successful its friends
must boar in mind that even this righteous warfare will
require the “ sinews of war.” It is desired that a perm-
anent fund of $10,000 may be secured. Ail. women are
iuvited to become annual subscribers, paying $1 a year.
One lady has already demonstrated her interest in the
work by a donation of $600. All gifts, large or small
will bo gladly received. Money may be sent to Mrs. F.
g. nge, treasurer, or to any member of the governing

oard.

Letters of complaint, or subscriptions to the fund,
should be addressed to “ The Protective Agency for
Women and Children,” Room |, Central Music Hall.

MORAL OF FLIRTING.

A priest whose education had been according to rules,
of respectable society is unspeakably surprised when he
hears for the first time some young woman, apparently
of a careful conscience, ask him if it isa sin to flirt?
For what is called flirting? It is simply, deliberately,
und wantonly acting in a way to attract the attention of
particular persons of the opposite sex; to make signals
which are understood as marks of preference for
or of desire of acquaintance with some young man or
men whom she may chance to meet on the street. A
sin to flirt! How can you ask such a question ?  Why
outwardly and at first appearance, the acting is not very
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different from that of an abandoned woman seeking your nay, nay” as much for her as for the male crea-
for custom from those whom she thinks will notice her. tion.

The intention, of course, in your mind is comparatively My sisters, let us teach our daughters their duty to
harmless, it is true; but, by outward standard, the act themselves. All the powers of earth have united to
is simply disreputable. Furthermore, it shows a feel- teach them duty to all else, but the right to their own
ing which any lady really worthy of the name would bodies ignored, submission being the primal law.
ihesitate to show, even to one whose character she well Dora Dean.
iknew to be good, aud who had for a long time given

: i1 Esoteric Christianity and Mental Therapeutics.
Iher respectful and careful attention. A woman or girl =y "F "Evans. H. H. Carter & Herick, publishers, Boston.By

who flirts seems to be, if she is not in reality, lostto all  A|| those who have followed Dr. Evans through  his
rsense Of deceucy; and those are almost as much so, continyally ascending scale ofthe evolvement of spiritual
who shamelessly walk up and down the avenuesin hope freedom from the bondage of so-called matter will hail
<of attracting attention.—Paulist Fathers. with lively pleasure this new book from his pen.
Esoteric Christianity, like Primitive Mind Cure, which
“BECOME EILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.” |mmed|ate|y precede it, is but a renewed effort to il-
’ luminate the darkness of man’s mind as to his true self
Luther tells us that “When Eve was brought unto Iby shedding upon it the radiance of the truth so beau-
A'dam he became filled with the Holy Spirit.” Would tifully expressed by Plato, “ That the soul of man is by
we could believe that husbands of the present day al- divine right a freeman of infinitude as it is not sepa-
lowed so sacred a personage to pervade the precincts of rated nor disjoined from the divine soul of the universe.”
consciousness. The end aud aim of all true theosophical study is to
Methinks the divorce courts would soon become a find our true self.
nonentity, and we should hear less of crime in all de- When this divine ego is recognized and put in its
partments of life, for Paul tells us “The fruit of the true place in the infinite plan, then we have established
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, a basis for true growth. Small attention has been paid
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance,” etc. With the in the past to man as individualized expression of (he
indwelling of the Holy Spirit all selfishness, all grati- divine mind and heir to the kingdom and the power of
fication of self regardless of the rights or feelings of the Father.
others, would be impossible, and although custom sanc-  Small thought to the mental and spiritual agencies un-
tions, a law (framed in selfishness, to justify its makers) derlying his being, whereby has come his cosmic de-
favors all who choose to shelter themselves behind such scent into matter, and whence must come his redemp-
law—yet the just man, in short, one who is filled with tion from matter.
the Holy Spirit, does not prate of marital rights as  These agencies so well understood by the illumioati
though the male being was the only one who possesses of all ages and of all peoples, taught by these sages in
any rights at all in the sexual relation. When man veiled and mystic words and handed down the shin-
accedes to his mate the same right to her own body ing pathways of thought in kabalistic signs and mean-
which is claimed and granted by all auiraals in the lower ings until the earth should be ripe to receive and com-
order of creation, then may we expect a more harmo- prehend them, are now being rayed to ns from the
nious adjustment of the relations of life than any yet thought world, giving new life and added meaning to
discovered. thistruth of truths, “ 7 he Kingdom ofheaven is within man’s
“It seems surprising strange to me,” that man in his soul” and in its innermost temple dwells the divine
boasted superiority, his pride of intellect, his vaunted image, the Christ, the supreme living principle, the only
strength of reasoning faculties, should ever need to be real immortal life.
reminded of his duty to the only being he has ever  Dr. Evans in this book does but reiter ite with the pa-
promised to cherish and protect and straightway break tience and tenderness of the true teacher this funda-
that promise until protection from his selfish desires is mental principle of real immortal life, which he calls
more needed than from any evil in life, because, for- the “ finding of Christ,” Christ meaning not a person-
sooth, submission, as he claims, is woman’s divine pre- ality but a process, a becoming, a system of life, which
rogative, a claim which in Christ’s teachings is never when established within the soul opens the very flood-
once mentioned, significant of the fact that He deemed gates of divine wisdom to our perception, and we with
other qualifications of quite as much importance as this joy recognize ourselves as heirs of infinitude.
one, on which man has rung the changes since the world =~ When we have grasped these blessed truths, these stu-
began. pendous truths, and make them our guiding stars, then
And | venture the assertion that the Divine mind in only can we safely and assuredly moor our life-barque
.planning the life of woman had no conception of an into the harbor of divine rectitude, where eternal peace
idea of a submission so unnatural, so degrading. Why and holiness, or wholeness, or health, forever reigns. In
.even the beasts of the field are exempt from a slavery this clear atmosphere no storms can arise. Here is
:so abusive, and shall woman, God’s last and best crea- abiding peace and rest, and safety. To reach this we
tion, be subject to the behests of selfish animalism re have but to turn the receptive side of our dual beingto
gardless of her own divine instincts ? Are we to sup- this radiant light, for here the finite soul touches the in-
pose life to her means less than to any other order of finite and is at one with it, and is baptized by it into
,beings? Is not the command “Let your yea be yeaand immortality.
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What Dr. Evans calls the Phrenopathic method of
healing is but a living application to ourselves of these
troths: That we live in a world, the “ supreme reality
of which is spirit or the active presence of God; that
trust in this ever present power, and an intelligent sense
of our relationship to it accelerates the healing processes
bv restoring the equilibrium lost by the continual con-
flict between our lower or material natures, and that
higher, or spiritual consciousness, which in our very in-
nermost being we have to recognize as the true ego, the
immortal I Am,.covers the whole ground of argument.
Xo better exponent of these grand truths can be found
than Dr. Evans, and all his works, notably his “ Divine
Law of Cure” his “ Primitive Mind Cure,” and the
book under review should find a place on every table,
whose high thought is valued where growth in spirit-
ual power is sought. / Heten L. Sumner.

Do not, I beseech you, bring up your children with
angry threats, which you know you can’t keep: “ I'll
flog you if you do this!” or “I’ll flog you if you do
that!” This is to bring them up with lies for the father
of lies. Least of all utter those terrible threats | hear
from some mothers on the slightest provocation : “ I’ll
break every bone in your body if you don’t come in I”
“I’ll mark you if you don’t do as I tell you !” 1 do not
call this human speech at all, but just throwing vitriol
at your children ; and would to God it would blister the
lips of every mother who uses it to her child, for fear-
fully bad and hardening must it be to the soul of any
young thing. No, teach them that mother’s word is law,

and mother’s word must be obeyed.
Ellice Hopkins,

correspondence.

Concord, N. H., May 12,1886.
Editor ok The Alpha : My year will be closing soon. Let
me anticipate and_send tlie not'grudged dollar. You are sowing
seed to blossom in beauty thfough the_ eternities. You are
blessing generation? yet unborn. “Your little pages are *leaves
from the Tree of Life,” that are * for the hea |nﬂ_ of the na-
tions.” Would that the%/ might be greatly multi So
earnestly prays without c asmgg,
Yours very truly, Parker Pillsbury.

plied.

. Wisconsin, May 10, 1880.
Dear Friend: Inclosed find $1.00, for which pléase send an
assortment of leallets and tracts advertised In The Aipha,
Your paper is alvv_axs_ gla({}y received and we are doing some
missionary work with it You have undertaken it great "noble
and grand work—a reform which strikes at the foundation o
all the evils that afllict our sogial institutions, The teachings
P_romulgated_ by you cannot fail to have their influence in sanc-
ifying marriage’ and producing a nobler type of manhood and
womanhood.. "The children of the future who enter upon life
with the heritage of strong minds and pure hearts, because you
have taught théir fathers and mothers the = better way,” will
rise up and call you blessed. Immortality is surely yours, for
the results of your labor will live forever-and you will be im-
mortalized in your warks, lie assured that there are many in
the world wha appreciate your efforts, but none more than
Yours sincerely, A. K

AN EXPLANATION.

606 Broadway, New York.
My Dear F riend : Please accept my hear%?eltgratltude for
your kind notice of the Rational Dréss Department of the
Cloak, Suitand Ladies’ Wear Review. Such notices encourage

workgrs and help the work. . i
And now, as g%ntly as | can but sincerely and firmly, | want
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to express my regret that you alluded to me os ""the acknowledged
leader of American dress reform.” | must positively decline
the position you so kindly assign me— .

First. Because | think acknowledged leaders are a hindrance
toanycause. If, when | firstbecame interested in dress reform,
there had been any acknowledged leaders I do not think | should
have ever felt the necessity laid upon me to preach tills gospel.
| fear I should have thought that the leaders would do all that
was necessary to be done.” Had | known, when I commenced
dress reform work, how many were interested in and working
at it, | believe that knowledge would have lessened the feelin
that | must do something to emancipate woman from the thrall-
dom of fashion. So I argue from mx own experience that others
may relax their efforts if they feel that the responsibility of the
work is on a leader.. ) ) )

Secondlx. Even if | believed in having nn acknowledged
leader | should shrink from the responsibility such a position
involves. This is a mighty and far-reaching work both as to
the effect and the consequences involved in it. | am a woman
who, before theadoptlon ofareform dress, was set downasa “con-
firmed invalid,” the mother of two strong active boys, anda wife
and housekeeper. The little I have been able to do in this greut
work is due to the fact that my husband, with better grace than
could be expected of men in this stage of the world’s progress,
has consented to a very liberal expenditure of our income—de-
rived solely from in's business and therefore legally his—for the
dissemination of dress reform literature.

Thirdly. If 1 believed in a leader and felt myself competent
to take “that Iposmon both as to ability and’ circumstances
which 1 do not. | should feel obliged to réfuse it on the groun
that | do not deserve it. There are those who have worked
longer and harder in this cause, worked alone and in the face
of the opposition of friends; while in the main, theoretically if
notpractically, my friends have been in sympathy with my work.
I have been helpéd where other and braver souls have béen hin-
dered. Others, too, have taken bolder grounds than I. wearing
their reform dress everywhere, while 1, excepting for two years,
have only worn mine af home, and there encouraged and sus-
tained by my husband and boys.

With these things in view I feel that at present any one who
works at dress reform is a leader. There are no followers. |
hesitate to place so much that is personal before your readers,
but a sense of justice towards other dress reformers would not
allow me to remain silent, and | trust | have made it plain that
I disclaim all feeilng of leadership nnd am ready to follow or
to work side by side with all who are interested in a free dress,
for woman, . . .

I know there are thousands waiting and Iongqmg to go with us,
%/et dreading “the lions in their way. ' But through it all my

eart sings with the poet the thought | so much love:

“ Where the vanguard camps to-day
The rear guard camps to-morrow.”

If you will give enough of the always valuable space of The:
Alpha in its next issue for the publication of the foregoing and
not feel the least bit offended or hurt at my taking exception to.
your any kind noti<e, 1shall breathe easier.

A)iways your friend. Celia B. Whitehead*

SLOWLY, SLOWLY.

Slowly, slowly up the wall

Steal$ the sunshine, steals the shade ;
Evening damps begin to fall.
Evening shadows are displayed.
Round me, o'er me, everywhere,
All the sky is grand with “olouds,
And athwart the evening air

Wheel the swallows homie In crowds.
Shafts of sunshine from the west
Paint the dusky windows red ;
Darker shadows, deeper rest,
Underneath and overhend.

Darker, darker, and more wan,

In my breast the shadows fall.
Upward steals the life of mnn

As the sunshine from the wall,

From the wall into the sky,

From the roof along the spire ;

Ah'| the souls of those that die
Are but sunbeams lifted higher.

—1L onirfellow.
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a va ced an ime the aggressive fon
man hits crus egt he |dea hun?agnrty has fa?en

ack Intg darkness and ":1

Prrce tft cents. For sale at the office_ of Tint
Alpha, 1Grant Place, Washington, 1>. O.

HEREDITY. . AND TRANSMISSION.
BY MRS. MARY L GRIFFITH.
Price Acents.

BUOQEBTIONS TO MOTHBRB;
WHAT CHILDREI\OI}%HOULD KNOW.
Price Id cents.

H TOBACC
WITH sju g gTIONE HOW TO OVERCOME
By Hannah MoL. hep?)
rice lit oente.

‘?\OPH’QA\AA{\IHI:'SLET-%ICIANS AI\II_I% MEN PRIN-

en§ 3 oent stamp

S|ologof Ltreatlse ‘on sexual ethics and
ronservutlon the spermatic secretions

DISINHERITED CHILDHOOQD.

MAY WRIBGYHT SEWALL.
Prloe 10 oents,

F THE SEXES
inckley.
Price 10 cents.

THE NEW POWER FOR THE NEW AGE.
y Mite, E. L. Mason

Price 10 cents

THE_RELATION
By Frederick

THE ALPHA

rp 110OMEMOIROFMYRTILLA MINOR.

A Record of the Labors of a Heroic Woman.

A Sketch of hor Life, with_a faithful Stool Plato
Portrait.

Published by
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.
For salo at this Office.

Price 91.00.

MARRIAGETS DUTIES AND DANGERS
By Mas. Hakkihttk R Shattuck,
Price 10 cents.

FOREWARNED AND FOREARMED.
By Mns. G eorgiana Kiruy.
Price Acents.

BLACK SHEEP.

Y0 B. W

" Price ft cents

. THE LOST NAME o
Our Mother who art in Heavn'».
By Evblebn L. Mason. N
Price 10 cents.

FOR SALE
FOR GIRLS.
By Mbs. Shepherd.

A SPECIAL PHYSIOLOGY.
It Isclean, sweetand practical. Every girl should
road 1t and own it.
Price 91.00.

THE BETTER WAY

Appeal to _men in behalf of Human Culture
through a wiser parentage.

A. E. NEWTON.
Prloe 2ft cents.

FATHER'S ADVI%\II\EII TO EVERY BOY
MOTHER S ADVICEEJF(F? EVERY GIRL.

iller.
Price 10 cents each.

VITAL FORCE.
By Du. E. P. Milrter.
Price Scents.

CHRONIC AND NERVOUS DISEASES OF

Prloe 20cents.

TOKOLOGY A BOOK FOR EVERY WOMAN.

ck B. Stockham, M. D
Teaches Posmvely Parrrltliass Pregnancy and Partu-
Gives certain cure for stpe Sia, Neuralgla Con-
stlpatlou, Headache, Cha fLife, <&
TEN EDITIONS SOLD FIRST YEAR.
"I find m re neede ru‘ormatlon in .its rp]ag?es
than everbe ore In one boo Liver,

"The very best book that can beéau Into the hands
of a glrl orwoman,'—E£. M

0? tpaid, Cloth, 92.00 i
Morocco, 9250 AGENTS.

Very Best Terms to )
LPHA

Address A
No. 1 Grant Place, Washington, D. C.

ANTE-NATAL INFANTICIDE.
By Mas, Mary L. G riffith
Prrce t%/cent

" IN_CLOUDS OF SMOKE,"
BYD. s, Lamr,
Price 10cents.

A New Theory oITthe Origin of Evil.
By Prof. , Swartz,
Price 0 eeuts,

[June i,

1886.]

M ental science magazine and
MIND-CURE JOURNAL.
Published by
Mental Science University,
101 La Salle Street, Chicago, 111,
Rev. A. J. SWARTS, Editor.
A Scientjfic,. Pro ressrve Month Cy voca|n
EXp alnlng he New Science o Hea
best publlcat on .in tho world
Mental Science.
Per Year, $1.00, Sample Copy, 10 Cents.

e ahove Unrversj;t ischartered under the laws
ofI |n0|s and grve lomastograduates. Classes
are formed ?%nt forlnstructlon5| the science,
under one of t ost thorough teachers of Meta-
ph Sics. In countr%/ For Turther information on
he subject, address, with stam

NTAL SCIEN E UNIVERSITY.

INFANT’S AND CHILDREN’S GARMENTS.

Manufactured from a yarn made of fine long wool
combined with cotton, making a delicate non-shrink-
ing fabric, which will not irritate the skin or cause
nervous unrest like all wool shirts, offered to
thoughtful mothers. Send 2 cent stamp for sam-

ples and price list to MRS. AGNES F. CIIAMPNKY,
Woburn, Mass.

THE FLORAL FRIEND

AND
HoY LselLOId Journal

Alrve 8- R]age 48-column monthl ulrna] pub-
lished at Baun<K- Re[g| iolises,

and devoted to Agrlculture ouseho Fashian,
Literature, Poetry, etc. Only 50 cents a year, In-
cluding the Ladies’ Manual of Fancy Work, a
new book rrnted online tinted p aper and contain-
Ing over. |I ustrations; rgrvmg plain directions
for all kinds of Fancy Need eWor Large circula-
tion In the States and Canada. Rates réasonable.
g)ob Fecstl rnable ag(yertlsements notreceived. Sample

FLORAL FRIEND BAUNEG-BEG, MAINE.

T E MORAL _EDUCATION SOCIETY OF
ashington, will meet at No 1Grant PIace the
third Wednesday in each month, at 2 o'clock P.M.

officers:

Dr.Caroline B. Winslow........ .cvccveeuunnn. President.

Mrs Erien M Sismnar: " 1L Vice Presidents.

Mrs. Jkrusha Q. Joy........ Vice President at Lar?i.

and

Caroline McSkerman Rec Secreta
Ellen M. Sheldon..... ......Cor. Secreta
Dr M Esther Hunt...cooveees oovvnnnnn. Treasurer.
Mrs. Ruth C. Dennison. Auditor

MIND IN NATURE.

APopular Journal of Informatron regardin tho
relatlou of mind_ to t y and th e| recr ocal
action, with special referenceto heat and |sease

It furnishes tho most mterestrn foots_ of smence

an nature most str% in dj C venesr Tele-
pat rh/ branc eso hical Researc
on t e speC|a contrlbutors are some of tho

most eminent _living Physiologists, Psychologists,
Scientists and Theologiarns.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE
COSMIC PUBLISHING COMPANY,

171 W. Washington Street, Chicago.

nted on heavy, fine book paper, with antique
IalJ COVers. Only)cne deoll)lar pgr 9ear a

LPHA RIBBED
UNION UNDER

GARMENTS.

[Originated Patented and Man-
ufactured by

MRS. SUSAN T.
CONVERSE,

WOBURN, MASS.

r circular and sample:
seng wlrtﬁ dress twol%eﬁt
postage stamp
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] To Ko Los Y
A BOOK FOR EVERY WOMAN

BY ALICE B. SfOGESAM, M. D

I1'1jXjl7STE,ATEID

IbroLOGT trjrhfs posablr painira prcgiuncjand paitaitioo,giving fall,
phhihtclfattsfcriheareofiwoau nbefareindifterrnBfinfmciiL Thesflments
rfpwpacr can be prevented as sd | as the painsand dangers of childbirth
asMtd and toiiu wardmatgmJn m tmdemtkgmimg O rtitmrMMii m This is@

BOON TO EVERY WOMAN.

Tbpeoct also treats upoc Dyspepsia, Constipation. Headache. Xem Igia.
MaaBKs. cfee. Physicians say that the ffafar upon Ctastipmtimm is the best
***x* ever written upon the snhjcct, and alooe is worth the priced the book.

O umis OX MassnrAiios axn the Diseases of Womet axd
OnutEf are added in the Newnrf Revised Edition. They are especially
b~nla homre treatment.

Chas:£ of Lireishandled in a plain, common snsestyle. For the first
I"a’“r\ed:a’saregl\/enforo\e‘oa’nngmeaa/al ingfearregarding thisperiod.

Ijwrinox or OrrsmsG axn CosmcX. of Skx are dbassed abji
T~ti fif Bi Milj

It asofall private mrdiral guides the hraritc.
mits and the following

This b proven by the rapid

hASA ahfc towika It le nir
ARMABREIS S aB g |C|aall'v°|l?ea‘ﬂ7\75
ta g aeme. xra£alre iss: bte
spartilutinitsaid yetrift the innfaanPit pgvaanati

owmi Ilnl S>I'If|] nrpltﬁ wnh gemsof thagtt,afiacecata
naarr | pack it aa | atm tul
g»mot Gao. H.Swm Gaiama, Tea

IS} ™tbstme « AGENTS!
SANITARY PUBLISHING CO.. 159 La Salle St, Chicago.

Tie V\O\/PN’S TEMPERANCE PUBLICATION ASSCOATICN

ALSO PCBLKH
WHTTALL SBTfB'S
W irW jEai>rar.). 1.<<«,
BSS FRANCES E. WILLARDS
High 1A-
, Onaiiwin. d W& 'T
riiariw  Wrsdi ngv  for Local
OifL IweiT Tana, etc.
: BARB OF MPE

lhutar iag
are schemeledgrd to be tbe best temperaace
eacbae far faim sc thatis pnbflshed ﬁ aa

neeabajear.

THE UNION SIGNAL.

IhaXtfanlOtiaaaflheV'.CT.V.

LOWER O.U— IB RATES FW
Tbwvtnaseas

g———

Vo flnrdnsfc Band at IInar mgtod,**Mnrhiae
Sorogs,” a ju t pikfaaei, and is a aantl ae

beaaty aad rbripwrer Samples, m cents.

WHITE C806S LITERATUBE
Aad pledges. Tcsepoaace pledges of all Undo.
togcat&e TEBFEEABCE UTERATVEE.
wMbe showed ta Bowfry. Shegt Ngar, Badges, Teapmw*

. ponest Ngary, asr eve |ng

—icsncforThe Union Signal.
SEND FOR A FREE CATALOGUE.

CL C. HALL, MsLaSaBrSL.Chicago, |

[tSW«_*dedfargood
ow price.

Ladies’ Magnetic Vest.
miaamiASDoanm meums! rcu. adamuii

nonenos to au thevttjxoogab orm i *o»t 11 Of the
mnge ofoer -patlences none so
lbe blood I h m aa as does thls admlrable
R/I |ng«nae of a vest o

EaH tbe pfeaaant feamrea o tbe corset, whOe at (be « a e
time, it is a complete protection against smlaria. and a
wuairire nttatne agent for ast ana m dsseasesof the
Thorax and Abdomen Tnlalj <mcrntVmsa with imsofir*
hcalifua aNba;i!p1go without tha Teat,brsidiss nb »
all tSetirow .railitT to aH tbe eapiTlarnps. and aarmth. tone
and ledocbled strength and power to every organ in tbe
baama body. We believe rhetc is nooibgeqnal]grmenam
aguaet sad care set -h—w We bate bad exper-
ience to warrant all we say of tbeae ap?hances and baiw
wbo bave worn tbem win rbrei tally testify to what we pwb-

ud. “‘rmIrrbn—rf~L"*

The Test £ss and casimaato the body like a glove exerts
|ts wrfirg snatanriog power, and imp: a grn mi.

mErommr vaw i? jirtw a e |—tbe entile SOTE gSBgiiS,

mini the whole being it aglow with magnetic warmth and

Itn no prufanallon to say that thew rrofthisexquisite
| ( h d bora traln Dhj7 JIEy Th|s at tbe
angua a un reds.
If\/gwl-?e fd nr0| angjo in to cnmntese health
Chwidall reslhe tbe farce of these fsefa none wvmid do wBh-
o ttMsjgs*WATOfogntrri and protection against cov_catarrh.
Rros&rallon. In rﬁﬁly to_the oft-repeated question, “ What
a these tM usaR foseT" wc answer by posmvely
msserting that we know of no « * » » of owr climate these

will n ev canrer in its last stages.
|L property appl!ed w&fenreeverycwraﬁ dmr%

1 s. whb be insoles, comprises m itself a whole
sail.” It |5a thing of beast] Ilght arid easy to wear, eonve-
nlentf cloafe tin,

case: Pimdinco, rttuia, trott retetin,

m nsams w ith,and all 'blood and nerve disordeva. ft is
invalnobie. Many persons, alter wearing this garment far a
season, declare they wowld not do witboe ar iD
repa twice i»scoatta tbe health and uaiirt it imparts in a
Ob receipt ofcorrect awsin revwe can send a

armewttosay partoftbe United States. Let-
leccite prtnspt atten-

n
tersof |sgu|l}g,?TO|romp stamps,
tfan. and certificates and le onials fan prominent
physieiaaB aad others will be ibrd an eppllrauun

Ysfartir Insilrs. g r. Feet rstTrrr— -~
CHICAGO MAGNETIC SHIELD CO
6 Central Music Hall. Chicago. 10.
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F OR G I RLS

ASI'TLKMKNT TO SOHOOL PHYSIOLOGY.
By mbs. ic it. BliKIHKRD.
POSTPAID, $1.00.

THIS VALUAIU.SS WORK SHOULD BE READ HY EVERY GIRL

It treats on the Functions of Women, Menstruation, Gituse mul Prevention
of 1Hsense, Relation to Young Men, Marriage nutl Motherhood, This
needed knowledge Is, for proper reasons, omitted from school books.
Eminent men and women have spoken strong words of indorsement, We
quote from a few i

"A difficult task executed with judgment and discretion; the word in
time which mothers find it dillicult to say to their daughters, and often
fatally procrastinate,”—Jknnik Junk. _ o

«w«For GMs™is a book of unusual litness for its mission,"— )k, M,
Augusta Fairchild, ] . .

“ Mothers should get this book; they need have no fear of its harming
their children."- Ur, G. K. Pagk. ) ) )

<[ give it my hearty sanction. W hile treating of questions of the most
vital interest, it is notable for purity of thought and diction,"— Cl.LKMKNOK
S, L.OLIKK, M. 1> _ _

" Here is the book 1have long been looking for; a book, too, which
covers the ground firmly, clearly, ami in chaste language." Francks E,
WtUaVRI). ) )

" | most heartily and unreservedly recommend it to parents nnd guar*
dians."—CAROLINE It. WtNst.ow, M. U.

Soxtlll PUy.slolOtt'y. A Scientific ami Popular Treatise on Social
Science. R. T, TRAI.L, M, U, Postpaid, Jjti,50, This work has
rapidly passed through fort?/ editions, ami the demand is constantly In-
creasing. No such complete and valuable work has ever before heen
issued trom the press,

Vog'oturliiiilNin, (ho KmlInil Cure for Inloiiipomitoo.
HARRIET P.FOWLER, Postpaid, 300(8, ’flic knowledge contained
in this book makes it easy and possible for every woman to reclaim a
friend from drunkenness,

" it should be quietly given to every drinker,”— Herald af Health.
History of Woman HIItIVage, By ELIZABETH CADY STAN-

TON, SUSAN It. ANTHONY and MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE. II-
Iulstrhated,with steel engravings. Three volumes. Pervol,, sheep, $(>,50;
cloth,

“ No more readable and alisorbiugly interesting book has appeared in
the last twentz years."— Chicago Haily Avmr,

The work ts a rich mine, an arsenal of facts,”— Boston Doily Ad-
vertiser.

Diseases of Women. éNew Title, "Health for Women.") G. W.

The best treatise on the chronic

TAYLOR, M, D. Postpaid, jocts.
ailments of the sex ever written. Every woinun taught to cure herself.

Controlling' Hex in Generation. The Physical Law iulhumcing
Sex in the Embryo of Man nnd Brute, nnd at its 1)ircctiou to Produce Male
or Female Offspring at Will. SAMUEL HOUGH TERRY. Post-
paid, 51.00.

How to Feetl the Hahy to Make It Healthy ami Happy,
G. E, PAGE, M. H, Paper, Socts,; extra cloth, yjjcts. The new nnd
somewhat radical views of the author of this manual arc fast gainin%'
%round, both with the profession nnd the people. The valuable healt

ints herein contained are adapted to nursing as well as hand fed babies,
and no mother should be wilhuul it, .
Postpaid, 51,50.

DI*QS8 Itet'orm. ABBA GOOLD WOOILSON. tp
Also physicians’ profes-

Wise words of earnest women ably edited.

sional opinions.

W hat to W ear? ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS. Postpaid,
5j.00, Tins book, aside from the interest of its theme, sparkles with the
vivacious charm of its well-known author.

The Divine Law ofCure. Dr.W,F,EVANS.
A complete explanation of the laws governing " Faith Cures," " Prayer
Cures, «*Minu Cures,” etc. No work has ever been written of more
interest, or more practical value to both physician and patient.

Pathev’MAXxIvioo to Every Hoy; and M other'd Advice to
Every Girl, Price, louts, each. ” These useful tracts for children
should”be procured by every parent. They are pure nnd strong,

“ Have the Boys|" By the Ruv.J. P. GLADSTONE. Specialty
designed for parents. Price, sets.

Preventive Work:; or. The Caroofonr GIrIN, ByELLICE
ITOPKINS, Price, lgets. _

A Few Words to Mothers of Little Children. Price, sets.

A Few Words to Girls and Boys on the Care of their
Health lu Mind and Body, Price, sets.

33001CS

Postpaid, 51.50.

THE ALPHA.

[Junk t, 1886.]

\ Few Words to SoltoolinINtresses.

How to Start Preventive Work, By KILLKK HOPKINS,
Price, 5els.

Grave Moral Guestlons. By ELLICE HOPKINS. [ricc, jcti,

Pet'Nonal Purity, Home Idle, and National Groiitnmi,
By the BISHOP OF MANCHESTER, Price, jcti.

1110 Perils of Girin and Young' Women Awa
Home. [IHsigued in will'll young women oh leaving home,

The Present Moral Crisis. An appeal to women.
HOPKINS.

THE WHITE CROSS SERIES.
FOR MEN ONLY.

1 %&%S%WTHE WHITE CRCSS ARMY  tty
JE WHITE Nf‘ statement of the Bishop of brrhnin'i
&%ﬁ%{!@s@?
D!

Price sets,

_Iroin
ce ,cti,
By ELLICK

EIA by T U,
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VAN IDEAL by KI.LKKHPKINS

S.t
3.
«,
2,
9.
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BOOK NOTICES.
The Marly Training' of Girls and Hoys. ELLICE HOP
111INS. pecially intended for Mothers' Meetings. itary Iihlisliing

Go. Postpaid tools. Special terms to IImsc desiring it for Societies or
Free Distribution. No more helpful words were ever written. Hlice
Hopkins is wonderfully gifted in saying the right thing ami giving the
needed word.

The Sentinel, Organ of the
DYER BROS,, London, Eng. Ordered through the Sanitary Ihlishing
Go., Chicago, socts, a year, This strong, fearless advocate of Socia
Purity is now in its eighth volume. Among the contents of the My
number are Herod in Parliament, The Trallic in British Girls in Paris,
Domestic Servants, their Dangers and Safeguards; Aimrlca Needs the
Purity Movement nnd (lie Gospel Purity Crusade.

The 11llo of Win, T, Ntrud. Imprisoned in England lor devotion
to Social Purity, Handsomely printed with a portrait of Mr. Stead
the cover. Don't let your mind bo made uP for you by your newspaper,
or by any impression outside your own deliberate judgment; rend the
Life of Stead and judge foryourself. The times once demanded a Luther.
Do not the present times demand a Stead ? This story is touching and
powerful in its vivid pictures of deep horror, and leaves a burming im
press of great wrongs which need groat remedies.  Single copies, post-
paid, loots,; to copies,'Socts,; 50 copies, 5,b5°. Sent free to any rew
subsetiher of Till! ALPHA sending name ami 5I>00 before August 1, 1886.
Address SANITARY PUBLISHING GO., Chicago, Ill.

COMFORT,
FREEDOM,
HEALTH,

-B|\/I|Er~A U TI\I( .
for p_om(l)’?* |ipI}3HI%S nu

it
el ]

el p
W2k
1A )
DD
i T0-
gﬂ%sglon or re%)iration, 3 s?gysotliu%rpn

s %@%‘gforlio_molfunit offspring
) (?chﬁaqg an rﬁlsataglflrﬁ'eﬁltﬂmﬂgb-[g I;rrg!zlfnw'
SANTARY NIB \Q, 18 laNIn Street, tililcak’

13,

Mental G Yn mastios;01* Memory Culture. By ADAM Mil
EKK, M. 1), A practical and easy system by which any”persons, old or
young, mly train themselves to memorise anything they choose. The
Clergy, their Sermons; the Student, his Ireasons; Ihe Business Man, lters
of Business, The author of tills work was put to the severest public lest,
a few days ago, by reporters of nil the leading Chicago daily m
Tlie commendatory notices which appeared the follomng day
how well lie stood the test. Most ingenious; enables any one who fit
milmri/H himself with the system to curry nn immense mess of digested
information, ready for production on demand. Price, cloth hound, with
written instructions by the author, postpaid, 5i.ro. UANII-. AM
HKOSK Publisher, 45 "Randolph stiout, Chicago, lII.

%/experlment we have tested tlieauthor's nmvinnuic resources, and been
moved by them to wonder.—Advance.

Noeinl Purity Movement,
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