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WOMAN AND SKEPTICISM.
A SERMON BY REV. OLYMPIA BROWN, DELIVERED AT THE 

CHURCH OF OUR FATHER, WASHINGTON, D. C., JANUARY 
25, 1885.—PHONETICALLY REPORTED BY MISS NETTIE 
WHITE.
I have been informed that there was a sermon 

preached this morning by Rev. Dr. Patton on W oman 
and Skepticism. "I cannot reply to Dr. Patton, because 
I did not hear him, but I will preach a sermon from the 
same text he used—a part of the Scripture lesson which 
has been read in your hearing. It will be found in 
Lake xxiv: 22, 23.

“Yea, and certain women also o f  our company made 
us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre.”

“ And when they found not His body, they came sav­
ing that they had also seen a vision o f angels, which 
said that He was alive.”

“Woman and Skepticism.” I do not know why these 
two words should be placed in connection, for it seems 
to me that they are the very antipodes o f each other. 
Skepticism comes not by woman’s sentiment, not by 
woman’s spiritual and affectionate nature, but comes 
more frequently from masculine logic It comes more 
frequently from the profound metaphysics o f the learned 
doctors. It is written: “ The pure in heart shall see 
God.” I do not find any place in the Scriptures wherein 
heaven or heavenly things, or any revelation of Divine 
truths, are promised to metaphysicians or to  logicians.
I do not find any place where it is said the profoundest 
logicians shall understand God, but all along the way 
there are promises unto those whose hearts are open to 
sympathy and tenderness, and so I  believe that even ac­
cording to the condescensions o f the sterner sex women 
may reasonably expect to have at least their share of 
a knowledge of God, which is called theology. It is 
notorious, I think, that women have taken especial in­
terest in religion'everywhere the world over, and in all 
ages. In onr own times you know that the largest part 
of almost all the congregations o f the country are made 
up of women. You know that the Sabbath-school and 
the prayer-meeting and the conference meeting would 
be impossibilities without woman’s co-operation, wo­
man’s devotion, and woman’s self-sacrifice. You know  
that in a great many churohes over th is broad land of 
oars it is woman’s faithful labor, woman’s sacrifice, that 
enables the church treasury to do its  work and the 
minister's salary to be paid. A nd not confining our­

selves to our own country, i f  we go abroad to other 
lands, i f  we look beyond the Christian religion even, 
w e shall find everywhere that the spirit o f religion has 
seemed to  characterize woman. It is recognized all 
through the Bible— woman’s peculiar fitness and adap­
tation to  the great interests o f the soul. And when, in 
the beginning, according to the grand revelation that 
we have there o f the beginning of things, when God 
called things into  being, He made this human race, 
“ male and female created he th em ”—not Aim. H e  
gave them dominion over the fish o f the sea, over the 
fowls o f the air, and over every creeping thing on the face 
o f the earth; all the wealth o f this world, all that it can 
yield, all the vast resources of this earth, were given  
equally to  woman and to man. And then, in the full­
ness of tim e, Jesus Christ came to the world and re­
vealed him self peculiarly to women. It was a mother’s 
insight,a  mother’s devotion, a mother’s spiritual nature, 
that so enabled her to hear the voicesof th e  angels and to 
recognize that the Savior of the world was to bo born; 
and in those long months of watching and pondering 
all these things in her heart, the angels came very near 
to her, and the Divine Spirit was so rested upon her 
that when Christ came to  the world he came with a 
woman’s tenderness in His nature, and woman’s spirit- 
tual perception, with a woman’s great sympathy for 
fallen, suffering, down-trodden humanity everywhere, 
and He revealed Himself first o f all to woman. It was 
in obedience to  a mother’s command that He left the 
tem ple, where H e was sitting with the doctors asking 
them questions and hearing of the grand mysteries of 
the universe. Obedient unto a mother’s command, He 
went out o f  the temple, and went to the humble home; 
and in learning truths from the association with that 
mother through the first th irty years o f his life, He was 
prepared for the grand work to which He was called; 
and then, when the time came that He should declare 
His mission He did not seek out the learned scribes and 
leaders of the church ; be did not present H im self to 
the rabbis, the doctors of divinity o f that day, and pre­
sent them with certain logical deductions. 0 ,  n o ! He 
m et the sinful and sorrowing woman at the well— the wo­
man whom the world derided, the woman that belonged 
to the sect that the Jew s hated— and he there declared 
Him self to her as the Messiah. H e bade her go forth 
and proclaim that the Messiah had come. He performed 
His first miracle at the command o f a woman. It was wo- 

1 men who were H is intimate friends and companions, and
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to whom He spoke of the g m t  mysteries that He came 
to declare; and when in the last trying boor men proved 
cowardly and faithless, when they ran away, or followed 
Him only at a distance; when Peter denied His Lord, 
and one of Ilia followers had betrayed Him, women 
stood faithfully at the foot of the cross, and with tender 
and weeping hearts looked on. while the suffering Lord, 
looking upon them in pity and in love, ascended up to 
God. And when the disciples, discovering the disap­
pearance concerning the fulfilment of the prophecies, 
ran away, not knowing what to do, it was women who 
came early in the morning to the sepulchre, and it was 
they who saw the vision of the angels and knew that 
the Lord had risen. To them He spoke, and said : 
“ Why weepeat thou? Go and tell My disciples that I 
am risen from the dead.”

We read that women, for a longtime shut out of the 
churches and standing in the outer courts of the syna­
gogue, not recognized as having souls, scarcely admitted 
to any of the privileges of men, were first welcomed to 
the gatherings of early Christians, and were invited to 
bear their testimony. There they told the story of 
their joys and hopes. —

That grand old hero, the Apostle Paul, vindicated the 
rights of women, sending them out to do his work and 
to preach the gospel, preparing them to be effectual 
laborers in the cause of Christ, giving them kindly, 
friendly advice as to the manner in which they should 
deport themselves ; that they should not appear with 
uncovered heads when they proclaimed the prophecy— 
for that word in the New Testament does not mean the 
foretelling of future events, but elevated or instructive 
discourse. “ When your women prophesy let it be with 
their heads covered.” So careful was this earnest 
laborer in the cause of Christ in regard to the reputation 
of these women, so careful lest they should do some­
thing which might bring upon them a misjudgment of 
society, that he gave them advice even as to their wear­
ing apparel, welcoming them to the good work to which 
Christianity had opened the door. But you may say, 
perhaps, if Christ, and if the apostles, if Christianity 
opens the door of opportunity to women and invites 
them to this larger liberty, how does it happen that the 
Christian churches through these many years have fail­
ed to recognize their preaching and have kept women 
out of the pulpit, and out of all the opportunities for 
laboring publicly for the upbuilding of truth in the 
world ?

The reader of ecclesiastical history goes back to the 
early centuries, follows the course of the chnrch through 
the first one or two centuries, and notes how, by degrees, 
Christianity became mingled with the fallacies of sur­
rounding religions, how little by little it fell away from 
its original parity. The reader of the history of the 
early Christian church recalls the time when it was pa­
tronized by the authority of the State, when it became 
a State religion, when it took upon it  ceremonials, ex­
pensive pomps and shows, and departed from its origi­
nal simplicity in form and manner of devotion. And 
you recollect that at that time there came in this horri­
ble doctrine of the depravity of woman, and the im­
morality of women. The pollntion attendant npon her

touch was such that holy men, who would kuaw oftl, 
things of God, ministers of Christ who would pr.^kC 
the gospel of the world’s salvation, must not 
associated with women. And then came intbec4 to 
of the clergy. How, consequent upon that, and fatten, 
ing immediately upon it, there came in such a rein 4 
iniquity to the Christian church, such a lowering dost 
of the whole moral standard, such depraving of ti,< 
morals of the entire community, that it prepared 
way for the dark ages that settled dowu upon Eur(>;«-, 
in which the moral nature of man seemed to be slum, 
bering in one long lethargy approximating unto death. 
It was only when Luther, recognizing the right of 
human soul to freedom, recognizing the right of man;. 
free thought and independent action, dealt the death­
blow not only to the sale of indulgences, but ton* 
supremacy of the pope and the celibacy of the clergy a 
well. I t was only when Luther took that stand that 
the world began to rise and man began to come out 
into the light and liberty of God’s children. Slowiv 
through the ages since that time our church, the chunk 
of Christ, has been coming nearer to the original idea! 
of primitive Christianity, but it has taken centuries to 
outgrow that false teaching and those evil customs; no 
we have had handed down along the ages the doctrine 
that women were not to speak in the church on doc­
trines. ; that women were not to be known in the coun­
cils of the State ; that they were to have no part in the 
affairs of the nation, but they must be continually under 
bonds, subject unto masters, living entirely with their 
sympathies shat within the four walls of homo, knowing 
no broader interest than those of their own family, and 
no higher aims than the material wants of food and 
clothing, doing nothing grander nor better for their chil­
dren than merely to attend to their physical necessities.

We are told that liberty for women leads to skepti­
cism ; that it leads to immorality, that it leads to infidel­
ity in marriage. The facts of history will bear me wit­
ness that each has not been found to he the effect of 
liberty in men. We have seen what liberty ha* done 
for men. No republican, no American who believe’in 
our republican institutions bat will grant that it is only in 
the atmosphere of liberty that noble characters can be de­
veloped ; that it is the free man whom the truth makes 
free, and that while a man is hedged in and shut down 
he cannot attain to his best. If  you compare the people 
belonging to the laboring community in our own country 
with those who come over to ns from the old world, 
bearing in their characters and on their faces the marks 
of years of servitude ; if you compare them, I say, with 
the noble mechanics, farmers, laboring men of all classes 
of onr own country, yon will see the difference between 
liberty and servitude; and you will recognize that it is 
only in an atmosphere of liberty that the human race 
reaches its grandest completeness. It is under the in­
fluence of religious institutions, where men are held re­
sponsible for their conduct, where they have high aims, 
where honorable remuneration is afforded, and where 
they have within their grasp the opportunities of the 
world, that men grow strong, heroic, self-reliant, and in 
all respects worthy to be called the children of God.

Now if liberty does all this for men, if it makes
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them true and brave and strong, self-reliant and earnest, 
why should it not have the same effect upon women ? 
What reason can be given why freedom for women 
mould lead to skepticism, why freedom for women 
should lead to immorality. I  have not the time to-night 
—and perhaps this is not the proper place—to vindicate 
the characters of those women whom I  understand were 
slandered by Dr. Patton this morning. Had I  the time, 
1 believe I  could show you that the noble character of 
Madam Boland makes a bright spot on one of the dark­
est pages of European history. Had I  the time I might 
possibly show yon that Frances Wright, although 
charged by many with heresy, was never charged by 
any man on the face of the earth with any departure 
from the principles of morality and parity. I  might 
ehow you, perhaps, that even poor Woodhull—sinful, 
wandering, visionary, filled with error, mistaken, be­
trayed, branded—is still a human being, still a child of 
the dear Father, having in her no donbt aspirations for 
something better ; longing for the higher life, and de­
siring to enter into the light and liberty of the children 
of God; but hedged in and fettered, this part of her 
higher nature has been perverted and turned aside. I  
might possibly show you these things had I  time, but 
rime does not permit. Bather let me call your atten­
tion to the long line of noble women whose beautiful 
characters make American history grand and inspiring, 
the noble women who, under the influence and inspira­
tion of republican institutions, and within the limits of 
the Christian church, have done honor to American 
womanhood.

Let me call to your minds the noble women of the 
Revolution, who were willing to peril their lives and 
give all for their country, for liberty, and at the same 
time were the most devoted of Christians. Let me re­
mind you of Mrs. Adams, so noble that when the great 
statesman, her son, at his height of power, referred to 
her, be said: u All that 11 am I  owe to my mother/’ 
Let me remind you of the noble women who, daring the 
war of the rebellion, left their homes here in the North 
and went down upon battlefields that they might minis­
ter to the suffering and dying.

Let me remind yon of Lncretia Mott, a woman as it 
teems to me of the most beantifnl character that has 
yet been presented before the world, in this our country ; 
a woman so Christ-like, so trusting, so devoted, that 
everybody who came within the reach of her influence 
vat baptized with the Holy Spirit. She, let me remind 
joa, waa the founder of the National Woman’s Suffrage 
Association, and for forty years its representative before 
tins people, holding daring her lifetime an important 
office in that association. I  do not know why the rev­
erend doctor forgot to  mention Mrs. Mott in the array 
of women that he presented'to his audience. I  am told 
that it was not for want of having her picture at his 
tide, as it bad been presented to him very recently. But 
web a woman, a representative of those who advocate 
a larger liberty for all women, a representative of the 
Christian church, a woman reared in the atmosphere of 
the larger liberty which the Society of Friends extend 
to women—such a woman is a complete refutation of 
the charge that freedom for women leads to  skepticism

or to immorality. We are told that freedom for women 
me >ns infidelity in the marriage relation, and leads to 
the frequency of divorce; but let me remind you, my 
brothers, that as yet the women of this land have had 
no voice in making the laws on the subject of divorce.
If  yon have lax laws on that subject, if they admit of 
more divorces than are warranted by the doctrines of 
the Christian religion, it is not the fault of women. No 
law on the subject of divorce has been made by women, 
or has been made in response to any petition coming up 
from women. No such law has been asked for by the 
women of the land. I f  they are wrong—and this is not 
the place to discuss that subject—the burden of respon­
sibility rests upon those men who have taken it upon 
themselves to make all the laws upon this and every 
other subject. Until the women of this laud have had 
some voice in legislation on the subject of marriage and 

1 divorce, it is not fitting that any class of women shall be 
held chargeable with the wrong that is done in those 
laws.

Freedom for women, we are told, leads to immoral­
ity. On the contrary, look aronnd yon. What is ac­
knowledged to be the great primary cause of tbe licen­
tiousness, of the immorality of the time ? Is it  that 
women are so self-sustaining, so independent, so strong, 
so capable in regard to their financial relations of self*
| support ? O, n o ! The story of the prostitute is, in two- 
thirds of the cases, I  think I  am safe in saying, a story 
of want, a  story of poverty, a story of ignorance, a story 
of betrayal because of her weakness and her depend­
ence. The first cause of the immorality of the time is 
that women have been hampered, that they have been 
kept down, that they have been kept poor, until they 
become the easy victims of licentious men; and while 
men hold tbe power in their bands, and while they hold 
all the remunerative employments for themselves, while 
they have charge of the wealth of this nation and re­
mand women to places where they get a miserable pit­
tance that only keeps body and soul together, let no 
man on this earth charge upon women the immorality 
of the time. The immoralities of this day grow out of 
the subordination of women, and the great remedy most 
come by making women self-sustaining- and financially 
independent. Sometimes when I  look around me and 
realize how licentiousness is increasing in this land, how 
it  is spreading itself far and -wide, contaminating all 
classes of society with its slimy touch; when I  realize 
how, with the larger wealth that is coming to oar peo­
ple, the door is opened to self-indulgence; when I  see 
how intemperance is carrying oar bravest and noblest 
and most beantifnl yoang men down to shamefal deaths, 
or on to lives of degradation and misery; when I  realize 
all this, I  stand fearfnl concerning the fattire. I  look 
anxiously on, and ask, What next ?

In this grand city of yonrs, as I  go up and down the 
broad streets and see the grand buildings that rear them­
selves on every hand; as I  note the beaoty of your 
Capitol, with its perfect symmetry, its works of art, its 
beantifnl fresco work and its pictures; when I  look at 
all these public buildings and institutions, as they lift 
their grand proportions before me, standing forth as the 
symbol of prosperity and of tbe wealth and the growth
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of this nation; when I  look around me here in Wash­
ington and see people gathered from all parts of this 
great Union, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the 
North and the South, all along the line, representing va­
rieties of industry, the thousands of forms of activity 
that are going forward here, I  say : Can it be that this 
great free nation is destined to go out and to be known 
no more on the face of the earth, as has happened to 
nations of the Old World ? And then I  look at our 
Declaration of Independence, our Constitution of the 
United States, and it seems to me tha t such principles 
ought to live, that the Union of the people and for the 
people, and. a government by the people ought to stand; 
and when I  see the'multitudes from the Old World 
fleeing from tyranny and from poverty, and oppression 
in its various forms, coming here to find homes, I  say, 
it seems to me that this nation shall live. And yet, 
over on the other side, where those great crimes that 
have been the cause of the downfall of all the nations 
of the world —immorality, self-indulgence, impurity, 
licentiousness, intemperance—these things have sap­
ped the foundations of the proudest nations of the Old 
World. They have brought the most powerful govern­
ments to ruin; they have laid low the mightiest cities, 
and they have weakened the strongest peoples; and they 
will do the same for us, unless we can find somewhere 
a reserve force in our community that shall rise up and 
infuse into our political and social life an element of 
faith, of charity, of purity, and of hope. Unless we 
can bring the womanhood of America to take part in 
the councils of the nation, to take their part in the in­
struction given to the people by means of the pulpit, 
the platform, and the press; unless we can have woman’s 
faith and hope, woman with her vision of the angels to 
make the world pure and strong and good; unless we 
can have these we shall go out in darkness, as other 
nations have done before us.

I  have said that women were by nature and by the 
peculiarities of their circumstances and experiences fitted 
for religious impression. I t  is woman’s peculiar ex­
perience that enables her to receive the vision of the 
angels. I t  is in the long months when she recognizes 
that the responsibility is resting upon her of forming the 
character of the new being that is to come to the earth ; 
it is through that long period, with trustful, hopeful 
watching and prayer, she feels the ministration of the 
immortalities and the Divine Spirit closes around her 
and there come to her revelations of truth and duty 
which no man in all this world ever can experience. 
Then she sees with the eye of faith beyond the things 
of this present time. She looks above things that are 
seen and passing, recognizing the things that are un­
seen and everlasting. God speaks to her soul and she 
feels the Divine presence. Let us have the mothers of 
the land, with their high inspiration and the songs of the 
angels resounding in their ears, the dear Christ bending 
over them in loving sympathy. Let us have them in 
the councils of the State and in the places of influence, 
and let them translate the songs of the angels into 
human laws and incarnate them in human institutions, 
that there may be a high and pure moral standard 
placed before all the people ; that we may rise out of

our materialism and our sensualism to live for the high­
est aims, to aspire to realize here on the earth that king­
dom which is peace and righteousness and joy in the 
Holy Ghost.

I  said to you that I  am filled with anxiety with re­
gard to  our future, that my heart stands still sometimes 
when I  realize the sin and sorrow that is around me, 
and yet I  am not hopeless concerning our future. 1 
see evidence of growth, and I  see the evidence of en­
largement of intellectual vision all around me. It is a 
significant omen of our times, and one of the grandest 
omens too, that all the colleges worth speaking of, with 
one or two insignificant exceptions like those of Harvard 
and Tufts (I  do not know that I  should except Harvard 
since it has an annex for women), have opened their 
doors and welcomed women. Not only that, but almost 
all the presidents of the colleges have borne testimony 
that women have acquitted ‘themselves as nobly in 
learning their lessons, and„ they have appeared in the 
recitation rooms as regularly, and have graduated with 
as high honors as their masculine companions in the 
same classes. I t  is one of the grandest omens of our 
time that Dr. Patton himself is at the head of an institution 
where men and women are educated upon equal terms. 
He signs the diplomas that shall recommend them to 
the world as educated in the arts and sciences and let­
ters necessary to make them useful citizens of the Re­
public. I t  is a grand omen of the times that the church 
is outgrowing the darkness of the middle ages and get­
ting back to the teachings of Christ and the Apostle 
Paul, and is sending women out as Paul did, to labor in 
the Lord, and I  thank God that my own church, the 
Universalist, has been the one to open the door of oppor­
tunity to women who wish to proclaim the glad tidings 
of the whole world’s salvation, and that thirty women 
( I  think it  is nearer forty by this time) have come for­
ward to enter into the work, And to obey the command 
that Christ gave to those women who were last at the 
cross and first at the sepulchre, to go abroad “ tell the 
disciples that I  am risen from the dead.” It is a grand 
omen of our time that while this morning one reverend 
doctor was preaching against liberty for women and 
held up to the scorn of the congregation some unfortu­
nate women, and some grand women that he slandered, 
another minister in another church—I think it was the 
Calvary (some good church of Christ)—was beating 
testimony to the beauty of woman’s character, to the 
efficiency of her work, and to the recognition that 
Christianity gives to woman’s fitness for public work. 
So, I  say we are not without hope. Many of the 
churches are recognizing woman’s capability for useful­
ness. Some of the States have recognized that she is 
capable of judging of a school committee, while Wyom­
ing and Washington have given her the ballot.

The time is pregnant with hope ; let us not despair, 
but let us listen for the voices of the angels. To-day, 
as of old, He speaks to sorrowing, down-trodden and 
oppressed woman, and now, as then, He says : “ Woman, 
why weepest thou ? Go tell my disciples that I am risen 
from the dead.” Christ is risen ; He rises to-day; let us 
shake off* the grave clothes that have hung about our 
race through the ages of the past; let us rise out of that
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lethargy, and pat on new life that is with Christ in God ; 
and, brothers and sisters, let us walk forth together in 
the light and liberty of the children of God.

A NEW YEAR’S SERMON IN  S E C T IO N S ; RATHER
LATE BUT TIMELY,

OH POLITICIANS, POLITICAL PARTIES AND PARTISANSHIPS, AND 
THEIR RELATION TO EITHER THE WELFARE OR INJURY OF 
OUR COUNTRY.

BY REV. D. J. M AND ELL.

Text.—Gal. 5:7: Ye did run well; who did hinder you that 
ye should not obey the truth ?

Sbctioh 1: Introductory, with special reference to “ The 
Truth ” as it concerns the birth, rearing, and prospects (or es­
tate) of our children.

“ The Truth,” which is so clearly one of the serious 
points in our subject, deserves special preliminary men­
tion in our treatment of it for various reasons—chiefly 
because, in this connection, it strikes at once the funda­
mental interests of society. It is frequently stated that 
parties are necessary—to watch and check each other— 
bat one who is confessed to-day by European as well as 
by American statesmanship to have stood at the head 
of governmental wisdom—George W ashington—left 
it to ns as his parting advice and caution, to avoid being 
split up into conflicting political parties.

A party, to be sure, may have more or less some cor­
rect standpoint. Probably no party in our Republic has 
as yet existed that has not had at least an asserted claim 
to son* just bias, or veritable “ right.’* But two parti es 
necessarily indicate that one of them is somewhere in 
the wrong, while neither of them may be in the right 
in that full or complete sense that makes justice, truth, 
or prosperity paramount, supreme or triumphant.

But we cannot enlarge on the mere philosophy of 
this. The fact shows us that as parties have increased 
confusion, corruption, riot and kindred elements have 
also become dominant. Thus, iu the latest partisan de­
velopment, the Republicans had by far the noblest posi­
tion, the most honorable and praiseworthy cause for 
their starting-point, and were opposed by nothing but a 
determined slavocratic autocracy and *their resolute 
sympathizers.

I need not speak of the fearful bloodthirsty spirit 
which accompanied this (to make just now no excep­
tions), nor of the terrible war and defense of our na­
tional Union, and of its_ legitimate claims and purpose 
that intervened. I have, in fact, but one thought to 
otter here—a thought that strikes deep down to those 
foundations of life with which everything corrosive in 
society plays the very raischief-^-the human birth—the 
organic quality, character, tenure and perfectness of 
oarcnildren born and to be bom—how are these affected 
by such seasons and scenes of turmoil and tempestuous 
wrath and strife ? •
' Not to multiply mere words or phrases, I  was in the 
South a few years ago enjoying the hospitality of South­
ern men and women, who had been in the very midst 
of the tornado of cqnflict and bloodshed they had 
brought upon themselves, and the ruinous results as to 
physiological conditions, as well as outward order, &c.,

&c., were very apparent. One mother, after I  had been 
at home with the family some little time, plucked up 
courage and confidence enough to show me a child to 
whom I  had not before been introduced. Poor mis- 
horn (not mis-begotten) thing! Near the time when it 
should have entered the world, tender, yet true, to the 
God-given line of human organic fitness and beauty, one 
of those raids from the North into the South took place, 
and the unfortunate little creature came into the world 
misshapen, paralyzed, and capable of nothing but a mo­
tion and a moan, such was the effect of the surrounding 
terror upon the mind and system of the mother, extend­
ing to and fastening itself upon her fragile, unborn 
babe.

But it is not war, or war parties alone, that may in­
duce consequences like these. There is a social “ party ” 
called the “ Rum party,” which also makes itself prom­
inent as a political institution. Years ago a family of 
my acquaintance, by the antics, the brutish threats and 
capers of a tipsy devotee of the drinkers’ faction, were 
so much injured through the eflect upon the sensitive 
system of the prospective mother, that two of her daugh­
ters were intellectually, morally, and physically maimed 
for life—one of them indeed a very pitiable case from 
birth to the end of life. Life, of course, was in both 
cases shortened as well as blighted.

I  very much question whether the hurry-scurry, crude 
coarseness, ribaldry, &c., &c., of contending partisan 
masses in our late political contest had any better in­
fluence upon the pregnant motherhood, of our nation than 
it had upon the masses, masculine and feminine, who 
may be supposed to have been more‘direct actors or 
observers in the heinous melee. Certainly any enciente 
woman, who was a looker-on at any of the campaign 
processions, where everything was “ painted red,” and 
boys and men—some girls perhaps—were “fixed up ” in 
feminine toggery of “ Mother Hubbard,” “ poke bonnet,” 
&c., the “ Belva ” style they called it—I say any probable 
mother, looking on such scenes, as in any other case of 
ludicrous extravaganza, “ carnival,” masquerade or any­
thing of that ilk—or any such mother, or any mother ap­
probating the participation of husband or children in the 
affair, was not in the way of cultivating either infancy 
unborn or the children in the home any more than her 
husband or herself, in aught of that high and ennobling 
life that befits and alone glorifies man or woman.

Further reflection on this all-important point must 
cease here, though all that may be said in succeeding 
sections of this discourse will necessarily have a strong 
bearing on this fundamental feature of human welfare, 
nor shall I  fail to*render ample justice to the honorable 
side of the politicians of the day, as my text and topic 
demand.

W indsor Locks, Conn., Feb. 1885.
Nature and Nature’s laws lay laid in night.
God said, letNewton be I and all was light,

•_________________—A l e x a n d e r  P o pe .
The truly vicious man is continually under the lash 

of an outraged conscience.
The nobility of human nature is evidenced in the 

essentialsof good character and honest principles.
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PHYSICAL CULTURE FOR WOMEN.
Hore ici a most encouraging result, that most women 

may attain to, if they begin a systematic effort to ob- 
tuiu physical health and strength, if they begin their 
training early in life:

Under the modern system of physioal outturn, either 
from necessity ■or ohoioo, women are developing greater 
strength and powers of endurunoe. It is, happily, no 
longer fashionuble to be puny, delicate and ready to faint 
on the least exertion. It is not reasonable to suppose 
that woman’s activities will ever embrace out-door work, 
but when that seems to be the only thing to do, it is 
butter to do it well than to starve or do worse. That 
women have “ risen to the occasion,” the following ex­
amples testify:

From the Yakima, W. T., Signal: “ Miss Currie 
Miiincr, aged fifteen yours, has twice this season driven 
u four-horse team to the Dalles and brought out heavy 
loads of freight. The distance for the round trip is 
nearly two hundred miles. The road crosses over and 
through tho Simooe mountains, where many long, steep 
and narrow grades call for skilful reining and good 
judgment to avoid acaidents. On one occasion Miss 
Carrie, having twenty hundred pounds on her wagon, 
increased her team to six horses while ascending the 
summit of the Simooes.”

A writer in the Woman's Journal mentions having 
seen several female railway stution agents In Minnesota. 
One was a girl of fifteen who took the place of her father, 
an invalid. She was telegraph operator and train dis­
patcher ns well as ticket agent. Conductors and freight- 
men oarae to her, telling her to have suoh-a oar side- 
trucked, and asking her where No. 67 was, and so on. 
A t another station two girls had entire charge. One 
was telegraph operator, the other ticket agent and bag­
gage master. In summer, when there were heavy trunks, 
tho agent was allowed a man to help her. W omen’s 
quick ears and fingers seem especially to fit them for 
telegraphing and ticket selling. The traveller was in­
formed that the girl agent was very reliable, and that 
the railway company esteemed her highly. Then came 
the question: “ Does she got as much pay as a man?” 
“ J  ust the same.”

Mrs. B. C. Yogi, of the Woman's Journal, writes from 
Willow Brook Farm, Oxford, Me.: “ I  am boarding at 
a most congenial pluoe. The farm of over three hundred 
mures is run by two sisters, who inherited it a year or 
two ago. One of them has been for years a teaohor in 
Dr. Gannett’s school. They can paint beautifully and sell 
their pictures, play the piano, make butter and cheese, 
embroider, read Greek, French and Latin, do delioious 
cooking for fifteen, keep posted on new books and on 
the daily news, oversee their hired men, know the 
qualities of the soil and the raising of stock—in fact, do 
the double duties of housekeepers and business managers. 
Thoy keep their farm in tip-top order, quite a contrast 
to the farm at which I reoontly boarded, which was run 
by an ignorant, opinionative farmer, in disorderly fash­
ion, while this one is cultivated by educated girls who 
use their brains to help their hands. Board is only 
five dollars a week, and we enjoy excellent beds and a

bountiful table, requirements for summer comfort not 
attainable at most farmhouses.”

“ swede mm.”
A writer for the Detroit Post gives his experience as 

a huntsman while camping near Marquette and Lake 
Superior. One day he strayed away so far as to take 
refuge in a cabin situated in a small clearing and uear 
a lake. He continues: “ A triin-built woman of thirty* 
five or forty years of uge, stood in u door, dressed in a 
short grey dress and a russet jacket, neat woolen stock* 
ings and stout shoes, and a white and duinty linen collar, 
She invited me to a seat in the cabin, which was neat and 
well kept and contained many articles of use andornament 
not met with in the log houses of other settlers. Tho 
lady, for such she was, brought out n refreshing cup of 
spruce beer and treated me hospitably. I told her I 
would be glad if I  could hire her husband or brother to 
guide me buck to my camp, and asked how long I 
would have to wait until one of them got back. She 
smiled and said: ‘You will have to wait a long time’.,. 
She quickly inform me that she lived there in the heart 
of the wilderness alone; her nearest ueighbor being a 
mile and a half distant. See lived in Chicago at the 
time of the great fire in that city, and, losing all she 
had, went out to service in several places, tho last being 
Marquette, from wheuce she oanfe to the place where 
she now lives.” The woman then said that she had not 
only seleoted and secured the eighty acres, but had 
made the clearing and put up the cabin herself, with­
out assistance. In reply to his question about loneli­
ness and fear, she answered in this wise:

“ She seized a Winchester rifle that hung conven­
iently to hand on pegs of her own construction, and 
stepping to the door fired, without raising the rifle any 
higher than her hip, at a place on a tree u huncfred feet 
distant, and put the ball into the small mark.

“ ‘But,’ said I, with increased wonder, ‘you cannot 
carry that rifle all the time ?’

“ She slipped her hand down to her side and drew 
from a buckskin pocket that bad been hidden by the 
folds of her dress, a pistol, not of a toy kind, but u 
heavy Oolt’s navy revolver.

“ ‘I  oan use this as well,’ she said.
“ ‘How long,’ I  asked, after tho weapons wero disposed 

of, ‘will it be before you get your land ?’
'“ I t  will all be paid for this next spring,’ she replied. 

I havo been here three winters. I calculate on killing 
enough game to pay my way,’ she ooutinued, ‘and pay 
for the land, ana I havo succeeded. The small game I 
sell at Marquette, and the large game, suob as deer and 
bear, I ship away.’

“ ‘ Bear?’ I  interrogated with dilated eyes. “ ‘ Why, 
yes; bear,’ she said. ‘Wouldn’t you like to bay this 
bear skin ?’

“ ' But did you kill that bear?’
“ ‘I did,’ she replied, ‘and I shot him so us not to spoil 

the skin. See, here are the two ball holes in his head, 
I  fired twioe. I  hit him on this side of the head first and 
I  waited until he turned the other side, then I fired, and 
he dropped dead.’ ”

A few days afterwards the writer visited her again. 
She further unfolded her life. Having just refused
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flftOO for the pine on her land, she was abont to en­
gage as grade to some young hunters.

Her knowledge of the habits of animals made her 
services valuable to parties from cities who were ignor­
ant in regard to securing game. The amateur hunter 
finishes his description in these words:

“ ‘Well as I  suppose you came here to settle and to 
fire and die, wouldn't i t  be better to have a husband 
to share your labors? Some smart young fellow, you 
know.’

“She laughed merrily as she frankly answered: I  
don't find such smart young fellows. I  have seen a 
good deal in my time in the cities.'

45‘How do you live when the winter comes on?'
“‘Oh, very well indeed. I  can take my ax and in 

half an hour get fuel enough for one day.’
“Thinking over this practical solution of the woman’s 

rights question as I  returned to camp, I  confess that 
the feeling uppermost in my mind was one of greatest 
respect and highest admiration for this courageous 
woman. I  also found that this feeling was shared by 
all of the settlers that knew her, and that ‘Swede Em,’ 
as she is familiarly called by them, is never mentioned 
except in terms of praise and commendation.

“There is nothing rode or masculine abont this woman 
Her pleasant but resolute face is bronzed by exposure; 
she is of medium height, and somewhat slight, but her 
every movement is as lithe and active as a deer’s. Her 
name is Emma Christina Nielson.”

Many thanks to unknown friends in various parts of 
the country, who have sent to the editor of the Woman’s 
Column, papers, documents and letters of exceeding 
interest. I f  they are not recognized in any other man­
ner, be assured, kind friends, they serve to keep alive a 
bond of sympathy between those of common hopes and 
aims, A portion of such documents will be used sooner 
or later. Where many things crowd, and all seem of 
import, something must wait its turn. B ut, because 
there is so much material, do not fail to send more. 
Home one may wait for just the word which you must 
not withhold.—Hester Poole.
A REMINISCENCE OF CHILDHOOD FROM “ THORN- 

DALE.”
Well, I have been happy once! I  have been a child! 

I have been in heaven ! I  have stood in the smile and 
kin in the arms of one of God’s angels. I  was the 
happy child of a gentle and loving mother.

How vividly I remember that daisied lawn, those tall 
white lilies, those glowing peonies, those tulips, which 
are nothing in the world unless you can peep close into 
their cops—enps foil to the brim with beauty. W e men 
outgrow the flower.

But the light of that garden, and the light of all the 
world to me, was the mother’s smile, the mother’s love. 
My eyes fill with tears at this distance of time, when I 
think wbat a tender, constant, unpretending, and yet 
infinite, love it was that she bore to me.

She taught me to love all things, all living creatures, 
aod to find beauty where I  should else nave never 
looked for it. She taught me to give pain to no sen­
tient thing, to inflict no suffering, if possible, on any

fellow mind. She made me understand that there was 
a spirit of love abroad through all the universe, and in 
the Author of it a ll; that I  must be like it if I  wonld 
be good or happy ; if like it I  should live in peace for 
evermore.

Other conflicts than those of active life were destined 
to be mine—conflicts which she could still less foresee 
and qnite as little provide against. Yet even over 
these her spirit has perpetually hovered. No rude 
iconoclast could I  ever have been—no desecrator of 
the temple. I  needed no image or beautiful picture of 
the Madonna to sanctify its walls for me. I  saw her 
kneeling at the shrine. She bad worshipped there. 
The ground to me was forever sacred. How far one 
spirit such as hers, how far it goes to make for us a faith 
in heaven!

W bat God has given to ns in this sweet maternal 
heart it is very marvelous to think of.

Very singular and very pleasing to me is the remem­
brance of that simple piety of childhood, of that prayer 
which was said so punctually night and morning kneel­
ing by the bedside.

Half prayer, half lesson, how difficult it is now to 
summon it back again! Bat this I  know, that the bed­
side where I  knelt to this morning and evening devo­
tion became sacred to me as an altar. I  smile as I  re­
call the innocent superstition that grew up in me, that 
the prayer must be said kneeling just there. If, some cold 
winter’s night, I  had crept into bed, thinking to repeat 
the petition from the warm nest itself,it would not do ! 
—-it was felt in this court of conscience to be u an in­
sufficient performance;” there was no sleep to be had 
till I  had risen, and, bed-gowned as I  was, knelt at the 
accustomed place and said it all over again from begin­
ning to the end.

To this day I  never see the little clean white bed in 
which a child is to sleep bat I  see also the figure of a 
child kneeling in prayer at its side. And 1, for the mo­
ment, am that child. No high altar in the most sump­
tuous church in Christendom coaid prompt my knee to 
bend like that snow-white coverlet, tacked in for a child’s 
slumber.

MYSTERIES.
Where are you going, dear little feet ?—

Restless, pattering things I
Bearing your burdens soft and sweet,

Swift as the swallow’s wings.
Where are you going, dear little hands ?

Busy from morn till night! -
Counting the hours by golden sands,

Charming with new delight 1
What are yon saying, dear little tongue ?

Chattering all day long,
Words that the wild birds teach their young—

Sweeter than speech or song.
What are you seeking, wandering eyes ?

Gazing away to the west;
Watching the rosy sunset skies,

Where the day sinks to rest.
Ah! little baby eyes of blue.

Wandering dreams of yours.
Life must be sweet when life is new,

Long as the world endures!
— E m il y  H u n t in g t o n  Mil l e r .
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We are glad to reproduce Rev. Olympia Brown’s 
sermon on Women and Skepticism—a woman’s sermon 
phonographically reported by a woman and accurately 
done. We have watched with interest the controversy 
between Dr. Patton and Dr. Mary Esther Hart on the 
merits of a sermon preached by Dr. Patton from the 
same text that Olympia Brown used on the evening of 
the same day.

In the Woman's Journal Dr. Patton complains of 
Olympia Brown “ replying |  to his sermon, when she had 
not heard it, in these words : “ And to think that a lady 
with the title of \ Reverend | should have been set to 
‘answering’ a sermon against skepticism in women, 
which she had not heard or read. A la s! a las! ” 
Whereas she disclaimed any intention of replying to 
him in her opening remarks, for the reason that she did 
not hear hie sermon.

In the indignant responses made to Dr. Patton’s re­
ported strictures on woman’s danger when She stepped 
out of certain social restrictions, especially his strictures 
on the recent Suffrage Association in our city— and we 
have heard they were numerous, but of their number 
only Dr. Hart was heard— Dr. Patton complains loudly 
of misrepresentation, but refuses to produce his manu­
script, and in his last response excuses himself because 
his strictures were not in the sermon, but only extem­
poraneous utterances before the sermon. W hat differ­
ence that could make to the force or justice of his re­
marks we fail to see.

A letter from a friend expresses so clearly our views 
upon the subject that we take the liberty of quoting a 
passage or two :

Was much interested in the articles and think Dr. H art a lit­
tle ahead. If Dr. Patton’s sermon-was such a noble defense of 
our sex, (according to his quotation from one of his ‘ effusional ” 
hearers), wnydid Miss Anthony feel like “ spanking” him ? 
And why did Mrs. Stanton thank him for illustrating her posi­
tion? And why, also, didn’t  he deny the false report of the 
Republican if it was so directly the reverse of the truth, as he 
makes out in the Woman's Journal and in The Chronicle ? Why, 
too,was he so opposed to my copying his sermon? ‘ T hat’s 
just the thing I don’t want done,” he said when I  asked him if 
he would let me copy it for publication. * * *

Such sermons really do the women’s side good, and I  hope he 
will preach more of them.

The trouble with many honest, earnest-minded peo­
ple is that they confound the dogmas of men and their 
interpretation with the revelation themselves. Their 
theology is so imbued with the Jewish and pagan idea 
of the inferiority and subjugation of women that it crops 
out in the most unexpected and unceremonious manner. 
Witness Dr. Patton calling Dr. Hart “ Miss” Hart, when 
he himself had conferred the title of Doctor of Medicine 
upon her. Would he so address any male graduate? 
Certainly he would not.

80 any movement in the ranks of women that ques­
tions any dogma of the church is decreed as skepticism 
and infidelity. Infidelity to what ?

The resolutions presented at the recent Suffrage Con­
vention in this city, which were the primary cause of all of 
this preachment and discussion, are of this order. We 
reproduce them to show that neither Christianity nor 
truth, nor any high or holy principle was jeopardized 
by them—only a very old dogma of man; so old as to 
be denied in the letter by all churches, and yet is still 
alive in spirit, as events prove:

THE RESOLUTIONS.
Whereas the dogmas incorporated in religious creeds, teaching 

that woman was an afterthought in creation, her sex a misfor- 
[tuue, marriage a condition of insubordination, and maternity a 
curse, are contrary to the law of God as revealed in nature and 
the precepts of C hrist; and

Whereas these dogmas are an insidious poison sapping the 
vitality of our civilization, blighting woman, and laying their 
palsying hand upon humanity ; therefore,

Resolved. That we denounce these dogmas wherever they are 
enunciated, and we will withdraw our personal support from 
any organization or person so holding and teaching; and

Resolved, That we call upon the Christian ministry, as leaders 
of thought, to teach and enforce the fundamental idea of cre­
ation. that man was made in the image of God, male and female, 
and given equal dominion over the earth, but none over each 
other. And further, we invite their co-operation in securing 
the recognition of the cardinal point of our creed, that in true 
religion there is neither male nor female, neither bond nor free, 
but all are one.

This is only protesting against the spirit that will not 
allow a woman, not even a nun or a deaconess, to set foot 
within the railing of a church altar. Hot even to ad­
just the altar cloth that her own hands and. aching ayes 
had embroidered, because she was the originator of sin 
and in league with the devil. These false doctrines 
must go and give place to the sweet spirit Of Christ, 
who recognized neither male nor female, bond nor free, 
but all as one. C. B. W.

OUR ENGLISH CORRESPONDENT.
9 College  T errace, B elsize P a r k ,

L ondon, N. W,, January 1, 1885.
Dea r  Dr . Winslow  :

I have duly received the books. Yery many thanks for them. 
I  believe the true solution of the sexual evil difficulty has been 
found. Your teaching comes upon me after years of earnest 
straining through the darkness like a bright and promising 
dawn. All our strength must be put into educational reform. 
The body must be more attended to than it is at present, and do 
you not think many pleasures now forbidden may be given freely 
to the people of the future? Tam quite sure that three-quar­
ters of the evil wrought by our young men in their early man­
hood comes from the forbidding of harmless pleasure with girls 
of their own class. I  do truly believe there is plenty of strength 
even now in our youth and in our adults to put away sexual 
intercourse, when it is undesirable to have children, but I  doubt 
whether any kind of education will prevent girls and boys, men 
and women, from desiring and having a great cteal more of each 
other’s company and love than society at present sanctions. We 
want force that is now used for evil diverted into a new chan­
nel, which shall effect good. Would not the permission to love 
liberate an enormous power, which power would not only suf­
fice to restrain passion but would leave unused energy enough 
to effect a thorough moral regeneration of the race. We seem 
here to get a hint from science. Force cannot go in two direc­
tions, and it will follow the law of least resistance. Now men 
and women (the good ones) use their moral power in crushing 
out love. Love is forbidden, lust is loosed. I f  we want to 
overcome lust must we not get the power by giving love liberty. 
Do not misunderstand this, please. I  have no hidden meaning,
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but I can’t help seeing that an almost irresistible power draws 
men and women together for sympathy and mutual help, quite 
apart from all sensual desire, and because society will not be­
lieve in pure friendship between men and women, the women 
use all their strength in crushingout their hearts, and the men, 
since they cannot enjoy the society of refined women without 
ruining reputation, take their revenge in forming liasons. I 
would be glad to know what your greater experience feels on 
this point. I do not suppose the forbidding of friendship be­
tween the sexes is carried to such an absurd pitch in America 
as it is here, but still you will be able to follow my general 
thought. If you think men and women are so made that they 
cannot and never will be able to associate freely together when 
there is real and tender friendship without immorality resulting 
I  should be really obliged if you would tell me plainly. To me 
it seems a horrible slander on men and women to dream of the 
impossibility, but I am constantly finding myself in a minority 
of one, in my opinion, so should be glad to hear yours. If men 
and women cannot love without undesirable results I do not see 
where we are to get the force from which is to raise humanity 
on to a higher platform, but if they can,then surely with petty 
jealousy killed and men and women free to join hands and 
hearts in common effort for service, then a brighter future may 
lie before humanity than the past would seem to warrant. I 
sincerely trust the improvement in your health may continue, 
and that for the sake of the nation you will spare yourself all 
avoidable anxiety. The thought of the good work you are 
busied with, although a tonic, is also, I  fear, a great tax.

Tours with every feeling of respect and gratitude, very sin­
cerely, K. M.

My F riend : You are pondering the very question 
upon which our hope for human redemption is founded, 
and one that most reformers are .vaguely reaching out 
after. No, the American social restrictions are not as 
tyrannical as with you, but there is a want of lofty aim 
and sentiments between the sexes that is very far from 
our highest ideal, and the outcome of false notions of 
labor and love and friendship make our society the false 
and often corrupting thing it is. W e have made a stride 
towards a better state of things in our successful effort at 
co-education. The opening up of many employments and 
callings to women, formerly occupied only by men,such as 
Government, clerkships, journalism, telegraph operating, 
book-keeping, type-setting, and many other callings, is a 
pleasing feature. Rivalry in skill and competition gen­
erally forces even unthinking men to pay involuntary 
deference to those that show themselves to be Vtheir 
equals, often superiors. Church, literary, and musical 
sociables are another feature of our society where women 
take a most important part. Such societies could not 
succeed in popularity without women’s assistance. Now 
what we need is a thorough knowledge of the science 
of sex as the origin of life, and an enlightened cultivation 
of reverence for our physical bodies, and the part they 
bear to our success in life and our spiritual growth which 
must follow with right effort. Then the highest, purest 
truest friendship will follow between men and women 
without a thought of immorality or an act that will 
cause shame or regret.

W e do not believe in f‘ crushing ou t” any force with 
which we are endowed,- but in directing all power, all 
force into legitimate and lawful channels that will ulti­
mate only in the highest good to all. This has been the

position occupied by The A lpha all the years of its life, 
and what good it has accomplished has been mostly in 
this line and in appealing to parents to consider the 
welfare of their children, in preparing the best conditions 
for their inception and gestation, as well as support and 
education after they come into this outer world.

Love is a mighty factor in human life. It must not 
be ignored but cultivated, enlightened, directed into wise 
channels and then let all souls expand, vitalize, and de­
light in its richness, its fullness, as children of a loving 
God and Father.

We are more than pleased that you see so clearly the 
scope and value of our labors, and that you throw the 
weight of your approval and assistance in our direction. 
Let us not uncla°p our hands, for in union is strength, 
and our numbers in this radical reform are few. We 
need the co-operation of all that see the light and feel 
the needs of the human family.

Most sincerely and tiuly your friend,
Caroline B. Winslow.

“A PREACHMENT ABOUT WOMEN,” 
by Elizabeth Cummings, in the Christian Union, con­
tains these wise reflections:

I  The excessive absorption of women in domestic 
cares and duties has lowered aud narrowed their notions 
of what is worthy. Each one of us can raise the qual­
ity of the day, not only for ourselves but for the little 
circle that makes our world. We have all known 
some rare men and women who seemed always to dif­
fuse warmth and brightness. WPsmiled at the thought 
of seeing them, and were unconsciously our best in their 
presence. Life grew interesting, cares grew light, they 
were so very charming. Human beings are like spheres 
that from some electric attraction can touch each other 
only at one point. We meet some people only on their 
dark and disagreeable side, and are in turn conscious 
that an apparently dazzling orb is drawing toward itself 
a certain cloudy and unhappy quarter of her own nature’s. 
A mother is the home center. To her all faces turn. 
Ah, well for her, and well for all, if she has the sweet 
and subtle charm that vivifies and attracts toward her­
self the best in each. Sir Thomas Browne says with 
tender gravity, ‘ Live unto the dignity of thy nature, 
and leave it not to be disputable whether thou hast been 
a man.’

|  If  you cannot study alone or join a society, get up 
a reading circle, as seven women did with whom I am 
acquainted. They are house-wives, all overfifty. They 
are weary with much serving, and their hands are hard 
with labor. None of them had the best school-train­
ing, but theyr agreed with much trepidation to read 
Shakespeare. One went without a new bonnet, one 
made a shabby cloak do. One, who had several crab- 
apple trees, made a quantity of jelly and sold it, and 
one earned enough money by stitching to buy the needed 
book—for two dollars and a half meant self-denial to
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each one of them. A kindly parson—there is always 
once sach in every town—lent Green’s * Short History 
of the English People.’ A sympathizing friend sent 
them Whipple’s ‘ Age of Elizabeth.’ It was pathetic 
how interested those mothers grew and the pleasure they 
got oat of the society, as they modestly called their read­
ing circle. ‘ It is a pity you old, gray-headed women 
can’t find anything to do but read Shakespeare,’ said a 
cantankerous male neighbor, whose wife supported him 
by taking boarders, but the gray-headed women sweetly 
persevered and studied on. That society yet exists. It 
is now nearly four years old. They are yet reading 
Shakespeare, but they have also read many studies upon 
him, and all the history of his time, and they will, I  
have no doubt, persevere until they have mastered him.

WORDS OP CHEER.

“ It is a mistake to suppose that one cannot do good 
work outside a school-house. The most accomplished 
botanist I ever met took up the study by himself while 
be was his father’s clerk. He had only a common ed­
ucation, the village in which he lived was the dullest 
place I ever saw, and the little shop full of ready-made 
clothing in which he spent his days was not an inspiring 
place. Few women have less leisure or less encourag­
ing surroundings than he. But he quietly persevered, 
got no end of fun out of his studies, he gravely told me, 
and now his name is well known to  botanists as an au­
thority on all the plants growing in his State. The out- 
of-door exercise and the interest in the earth which this 
study excites makes it very refreshing, and one of the 
best for women. It is a.pitv to have an immortal soul 
and to spend one’s brief life on this shining mote that 
travels about the sun, and among the stars, knowing 
nothing about it more than do the earth-worms busily 
and blindly wriggling in and out of the mould.

“ Life is very like old Boston. Often when you are 
upon a narrow and dingy street, which you think is a 
cul-de-sac, if your courage holds out, and you keep on, 
you’find out that what seemed to be the end of every­
thing is only a corner around which you pass into a 
broad fair road. After all, the world for each one of 
us starts from ourselves. ‘When a sculptor cuts a statue,’ 
says Gerson, [ he only cuts away the useless parts until 
at last appears the image he has conceived. The beau­
tiful is within us i When circumstances and preju­
dices and lack of opportunity have all been given their 
due share of allowance, the truth yet stands th a t wo­
men are childish, ignorant, and petty, and broken down 
before their prime, because they do not make use of the 
opportunities for knowledge, intellectual growth, and 
higher living that are within their reach.”

The world is not yet past redemption. In Chenango 
County, New York, recently, seven men between the 
ages of twenty and thirty-five years sat down to a din­
ner, and on comparing notes, it was found that not one 
of the seven smoked, chewed, or used tobacco in any 
form, never drank or played cards. For this much 
good let us be thankful.

IX

TO THE GIRLS WHO WILL SOME DAY BE WIVES AND 
MOTHERS.

Since last we met many hindrances have come between 
me and my purpose—my desire to talk to you. But 
there has not been among them all that saddest one, 
forgetfulness, or want of will or of hope that my few 
words might be acceptable. Indeed I should be glad 
could I  reach more of you than will be likely to see 
T h e  A l p h a , for my heart often aches for.your needs, 
though you,in your youth and innocence (inexperience), 
can scarcely credit how great those needs are. My 
heart yearns to you, and I long to be of some use to you 
“ before I go.” The words of a deeply poetic nature can 
tell my feelings better than my pale prose can ever do.
I  will quote the first and last stauzas of a poem of which 
all or most of you may have seen the whole. I t  is 
called

A FOOLISH WISH.
Why should I seek some burden small to bear 

Before I  go ?
Will not a host of nobler souls be here 

God’s will to do |
Of stronger hands, unfailing, uuafraid.
Oh, silly soul! What matters my small aid 

Before I  go |
* * * * * , *  * *
I would be satisfied if I might tell 

Before I  go,
That one warm word, how I have loved them well,

Ah, loved them so;
And would have done for them some little good.
Have sought it long ago, still seek if but I  could 

Before I  go.
I  do not know the name of the author. I  found the 

poem in the commonplace book of one who had gone 
and whose memory is very dear to me. The whole 
poem so perfectly embodied her feelings and actions 
throughout her entire life that it seems but the echo of 
her own voice.

I  have talked to you of the value of self-coutrol, and 
even while urging upon you the duty of cultivating it 
I  yet am pondering in my mind these thoughts: Do they 
really know how much it means ? Can they realize 
how great is the gain and what an extent of ground it 
covers ? I  am by no means sure that you do know. 
Do you see that by studying to have perfect control 
over your thoughts, words and actions, you are learning 
patience, self-denial and the many virtues so important 
to you in your lives here and so essential to your spir­
itual advancement.

Patience and self-denial, those qualities so especially 
needed by women who are wives and mothers. Wealth 
will not shield you from care. Riches cannot salve a 
broken limb or cure an aching heart. Something be­
yond the dim vision of this world is the only thing that 
can sustain us when faint and weary with our burden. 
And that “ something beyond |  will come to us only 
through patience and self-denial ; self-control in all 
things and a determination to let duty be first in our 
thoughts.

Love and duty. The two words seem to me almost 
of the same significance—one helping the other. One 
cannot fulfill one’s duty without love. W ith it one 
cannot fail—for true love has eyes to see where duty lies 
—heart and strength to perform it.
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.Do you know even what love is ? Being, as I have 
said and believe, the only thing that will enable one to 
fulfill one’s duty—shall I give you my idea of it ? Or 
rather, shall X first tell you what in my opinion it is not ? 
It is not the passing fanoy for a face and form you ad­
mire. It is not the liking for pleasant manners and 
sweet words; not the desire to be petted and cared for, 
to have life made smooth and easy, however agreeable 
all these may be. And it is not for gratification of a 
still lower kind; it is not for the abuse of that most 
sacred function of our nature, that which prepares 
bodies for the souls that come here for their perfection. 
No; it is not for any of these things that you should 
marry. None of them. jNot all combined make the 
love that should actuate you in becoming wives and 
mothers. Something beyond all this is neoessary. Love 
is a far holier tiling. It is the perfect union of mind; 
the two in one. It is the constant desire to benefit; to 
he of sorvioe to its objeot. To be of servioe, not alone 
for time, but for eternity. Is that too far to look ? But 
if you really love, will it not be for always ? Love does 
not fade with time. Passion fades, all else fades, but 
love endures forever. Oh, wonderful human heart that 
can hold so much of the divine ! Shall we not try by 
every meuns to make ourselves able and fit to receive 
and contain the only love, the true, the imperishable ? 
If there is one among you to whom my words bring 
conviction will you tell me, that I may know I  have 
reaohed one heart “ before I go ”—have left one small 
“ footprint on the sands of time.” E mma A. W ood.

IRRESPONSIBLE PARENTAGE.
EXTRACTS FROM JOHN MORLEY’S LIFE OF ROUSSEAU.
w There is assuredly no word to be said by any one 

with firm reason and unsophisticated conscience in ex­
tenuation of this crime. We have only to remem­
ber that a great many other persons in that lux time, 
when the structure 0$ the family was undermined alike 
in practice and speculation, were guilty of the same 
crimes ; that Rousseau, better than they, did not erect 
his own criminality into a social theory, but was tolerably 
soon overtaken by a remorse which drove him both to 
confess his misdeed and to admit tha t it was inexplic­
able, and that the atrocity of the offense owes half the 
blackness with which it has always been invested by 
wholesome opinion to the faot that the offender was 
by and by the author of the most powerful book by which 
parental duty has been commended in its full loveliness 
and nobility. And, at any rate, let Rousseau be a lit­
tle free from excessive reproach from all clergymen, 
sentimentalists and others who do their worst to up­
hold the common and rather bestial opinion in favor of 
reckless propagation, and who, if they do not advocate 
the dispatch of children to public institutions, still en­
courage a selfish incontinence which ultim ately falls 
in burdens on others than the offenders, and which turns 
the family into a scene of squalor and brutishness, pro­
ducing a kind of parental influence that is far more 
disastrous and demoralising than the absence of it in 
public institutions can possibly be. If the propagation 
of children without regard to their maintenance be

either a virtue or a necessity, aud if afterwards the 
only alternatives are their maintenance in an asylum 
on the one hand, and their maintenance in the degra­
dation of a poverty-stricken home on the other, we 
should not hesitate to give people who acted an Rous­
seau acted all that credit for self-denial and high moral 
courage which he so audaciously claimed for himself.

“ It really seems to be no more criminal to produce 
ohildren with the deliberate intention of abandoning 
them to public charity, as Rousseau did, than it is to pro­
duce them in deliberate reliance on the besotted maxim 
that He who sends mouths will send meat, or any other 
of the spurious saws which make Providence do duty 
for self-control and add to the gratification of phys­
ical appetite the grotesque luxury of religious unction.”

A DOCTOR’S STORY.

BY MRS. LUCY E. SANFORD.

“You know nothing about intemperance,” said a noted 
physician. “ I  could write volumes that would amaze 
you.”

“ Write one,” I said.
“ It would be a breach of honor. A physician, like a 

Catholic priest, may not betray the confessional.” After 
a moment he added: “ Our profession takes us into 
homes. And lives aud hearts that seem all bright aud 
happy are often dark and miserable from sickness of 
the soul.”

“ I was called to the wife of *a distinguished gentle­
man. Her husband sat by her bed fanning her, and a 
lovely bouquet of flowers was on the stand by her side. 
Two little girls wore playing quietly in the room. It was 
a charming picture Qf love and devotion.

“ ‘ My wife fell, down stairs,” said her husband/ and I 
fear has hurt herself seriously.’

“ 1 examined her shoulder. It was swollen and almost 
black, and one rib was broken.

“ ‘ How do you find her ?* asked her husband anx­
iously.

*• * I will ask the question, if you please. How did 
you so injure yourself?’

“ * I fell down the stairway.’
“ I  hesitated. I was not in a paddy shanty, but in 

the house of a well-known and unstained man. I re­
examined her side.

*' * When did she fall ?’ I  asked.
“ e Last. night,’ he said, after a second’s pause and 

glance at her.
“ My resolve was taken.
“ * Please show me the place on the stairs where she 

struck ?’ I said to the husband, rising and going oat. 
He followed me out.

“ * I was not with her when she fell,’ he said.
“ * The injury was not from a fall and it was not done 

last uight. Never try to deceive a doctor.’
“ ‘•She begged me not to tell you the truth.*
“ ‘ Then get another physician,’ I  said.
“ * I  will tell you the whole truth. Night before last 

I  had been out to dinner.’
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“ * I saw your brilliant speech in the paper. Was it 
vine-inspired ?’

“ ‘Partly. Most after-dinner speeches are to a de­
gree. I came home excited by the fine dinner, wit, 
wisdom, and wine of the evening, and went, not to bed, 
bat to the closet and drank heavily. My wife heard 
me and came down, hoping to coax me up-stairs, as she 
bad done many times. But she was too late. My rea­
son and manhood were gone and I  pounded her and 
left her. She tried to follow me but fell on the stairs. 
After a time she crawled, she says, up-stairs, and went 
into the nursery and slept with the little girls. I  slept 
late and woke with a fierce headache, and went out at 
once, thinking no breakfast and the out-door air would 
clear my brain for my morning engagements. I  pledge 
you my honor I bad forgotten I  struck my wife. When 
I came back last night I  found her suffering, but she 
would not permit a physician should be sent for lest it 
should disgrace me. I  think she really tries to believe 
that she hurt herself more or less when she fell.’ And 
with an honest quiver of the chin, he added, * She is an 
angel and wine is a devil.’

“ What are wine-bibbers ?”
“ * Own children of their father. Is my wife seriously 

hurt ?’
wfI cannot tell yet. I  fear she is.’
“ More absolute, untiring devotion no man ever gave 

a wife than he gave her while she lived and suffered. 
When her noble, true, loving heart ceased to throb he 
was inconsolable. His love and devotion were the theme 
of every lip, and the Providence that so afflicted him 
was called ‘strange’ in a tone of semi-censure! On her 
tomb is cut the ‘ beloved wife!’ He has gone to her 
now in that land of no license.

“ No one but myself ever knew the tru th .”— National 
Temperance Advocate.

THE WORLD’S MINISTRY.
No soul can be quite separate 
However set apart by fa te;
However cold or dull or shy 
Or shrinking from the public eye.
The world is common to the race,
And nowhere is a hiding-place ;
Behind, before, on either side,
The surging masses press, divide ;
Behind, before, with rhythmic beat,
Is beard the tread of marching feet.
To left, to right, they urge, they fare,
And touch us here and touch us there.
Hold back your garment as you will 
The crowding world will rub it still.
Then since that contact needs must be 
What shall it do for you and me V
Let every such brief contact be 
A glorious helpful ministry—
The contact of the soil and seed,
Each giving to the other's need,
Each helping on the other’s best,
And blessing each as well as blest.

—Su sa n  Co o l id g e .

THE EVILS OF THE PRESENT MODE OF DRESSING.
[C o n c lu d e d .]

IV. The shoulders, and not the hips, should support 
all lower garments. A t the shoulders we have strong, 
horizontal hones, which will not be injured by moderate 
weight ; but at the waist we have only the soft muscu­
lar walls, and the hips, which give but a slight support 
a t two points, and that when the bands are tightly 
fastened. The internal organs of the abdomen are loose 
and floating, and protected only by yielding muscles ; 
and the slightest strain will drag them down, and, if 
continued, cause weakness, disease, and a lpng line of 
ills. One physician says: c; No description can give any 
adequate idea of the evils consequent upon wearing 
skirts hanging from the hips.”

We appeal to all women, as they value life, health, 
comfort, and usefulness for themselves aud for their 
children, to  change their manner of dressing. Cut your 
merinoes and flannels in single garment adjusted to the 
form, which shall clothe you evenly from throat to wrists 
and ankles, without gathers, bands, or double thickness 
anywhere. Cut chemise and drawers together in like 
manner. Lay aside corsets and closely fitting waists. 
Wear but one under-skirt, or at most two, and let them 
be gored, with no fullness at the waist. Letjaour dress- 
skirts be as short aud light as may be, and hang them 
all from the shoulders by a suspender or by buttons on 
the muslin 1 chemilette.” Clothe the extremities warmly. 
Let the entire dress be so comfortable, healthful, and 
simple as not to absorb time and energy which should 
be devoted to higher aims.

The style of dress we advocate—descibed fully in a 
book entitled u Dress Keform,” by Abba G. Woolson— 
is cool in summer and warm in winter. I t  forbids 
pinched waists,but removes the undue fullness of gathers 
and plaits, and displaced organs below the waist. All 
the garments, even stockings, are lifted easily by the 
slighest elevation of the shoulders. The “ Emancipa­
tion W a is t” affords support, does away entirely with 
bands .about the waist, and is furnished w ith three rows 
of buttons at different intervals below the waist line, 
upon which the drawers and skirts are held. It is very 
pretty, and affords a most delightful sense of relief from 
all weight, heat, and pressure.

For the outer dress, at least for the house, the 
lt Gabrielle ” is best, but no odd or unfashionable cos­
tume is necessary.

I f  any one doubts the necessity of a change in this 
direction, let her make herself acquainted w ith the 
physical condition of the women about her. She will 
not find one in a hundred who does not suffer from the 
causes we have indicated. Let her notice how rosy little 
girls change into pale, languid young ladies with the 
putting on of corsets and long dresses. Let her compre­
hend that i t  is this hampering dress which almost pre­
cludes the so-much-needed gymnastic exercises in our 
public schools. Let her watch the staggering, tumbling 
efforts of women to  get on or off a car, or to  do anything 
that requires free use of the limbs. L et her compare 
the shape of her corset and the size of her waists and 
bands with her own chest when expanded for a deep 
breath, and notice whether there is not a feeling of re-
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lief when the clothing is removed. Let her count the 
thicknesses around her waist, and compare it  with the 
thinly clad extremities. Let her estimate the amonut of 
time, thought and vitality expended upon making, 
arranging and wearing. Let her weigh her skirts, and 
remember that untold suffering and weakness, and, 
under certain circumstances, terrible pain and danger, 
must follow the drag of those five, ten, or twenty pounds.1 
One who has distorted her body by corsets and weight 
upon the hips, may well dread maternity, which would 
not naturally be a time of each fear and suffering. An 
eminent medical authority says that no woman troubled 
with internal displacement ueed hope for a cure until 
she has adopted a short and perfectly loose dress, the 
weight of which depends entirely from the shoulders.

It is not true that women were created invalids. I f  
they will live wisely and well, and dress so simply and 
easily that their attire will seem a part of themselves, 
instead of breaking down in the prime of life, they will 
be ready to take their part in the great world’s work.

M rs. M. L. G riffith .

DEAF-MUTISM TRANSMISSIBLE.
In its appropriate place the reader finds a paragraph 

furnishing in brief the statistics of deaf-mutism, by 
which ib*appears that upward of 550,000 of the world’s 
population are born without speech and hearing. Em ­
inent authorities, among them the Abb& Lambert, in­
clude among the causes of this sad abnormality of con­
stitution the influence of heredity, the parents being one 
or both deaf-mutes. Prof. Graham Bell, who is known 
for his success in teaching unfortunates of this class to 
speak, uttered an opinion on this subject, in which he 
expresses apprehension lest the permitted intermarriage 
of deaf-mutes might produce a race characterized by 
their peculiar defect. A  report has been lately published 
under.the auspices of the Pennsylvania Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb, in which statistics are marshalled 
relating to the lives and occupations of persgns who 
were once pupils of the institution. In  this it  is stated! 
substantially that so far as danger of persons congeni­
tally deaf transmitting their defects to their- children is 
concerned, much greater danger is to be apprehended 
of defects of hearing as resultants of consanguinous 
marriages in which neither parent is deaf. While the 
data of the report appear to  sustain this inference, and 
while we are ready to admit the disastrous consequences 
of persons marrying who are related to each other by 
ties of blood, we feel i t  incumbent upon us to discourage 
the union of those who are defective in one or more of 
the senses. W e would not have the blind marry the* 
blind, the deaf join hands with the deaf, or the mute 
with the mute. Much less would we favor the union 
of those who like deaf-mutes are lacking in two impor­
tant elements of physical and mental integrity, and 
therefore necessarily wanting it facultative balance.

Our old friend, Dr. Randall, of Woodstock, V t., lately 
informed us of a singular case of heredity well known 
to him. Tu a family of nine children, seven had inheri­
ted a minute abscess of the scalp from their father. 
The two children not so marked have transmitted it to 
several of their children. Cases of transmitting marks

of a pathological type, however, are very common, but 
as compared with a defect of the senses are certainly of 
minor importance ; therefore it may be reasonably con­
cluded that their psychical impressions, or that obscure 
nervous influence that so affects the foetal germ as to re- 
produce them, must be of a less powerful character than 

la condition that alwavs prevents one from free associ 
I ation with others. Taints of blood, defects of sense, 
deformities, are often known to leap over one or two or 
even more generations. The Abb6 Lambert alludes to 
this fact of atavism with regard to the reappearance of 
deaf-mutism.

In this m atter respect should be paid to the old prin­
ciple of like producing like, the force of which is 
strengthened by the double impression physically pro­
duced when both parents are suffering from the same 
infliction.— Phrenological Journal.

A ccording to an article in the Contemporary Review, 
th'e number of insane in Great Britain has increased 
from 65,130 in 1860 to 112,590 in 1880, or at a rate 
three times faster than the population, and it is not very 
gratifying to learn that the close relationship between 
.civilization and Christianity appears from the fact that 
where schools and newspapers are few the number of 
the insane is few, and that the circulation of daily 
papers one might almost say determines the proportion 
of lunatics. Ireland has a greater number of insaue 
per million of its inhabitants than any other country. 
Scotland comes next; then England with 3,190 per mil­
lion, while the United States had but 1,590 per million 
in 1871. English statistics show that a much greater 
portion of the insane come from the lower thau from 
the middle or the higher classes. Not only are women 
less prone to  insanity than men are, but the disease as­
sumes with them a less malignant form. It should be 
added, however, that the highest percentage of insanity 
among women is in the United States first, and then in 
England.

The rate of suicide in London has been thirteen per 
cent, less the last ten years than in 1860-’70. Paris 
takes the lead in suicides, the number per million of its 
inhabitants for the past ten years being 402, while the 
number in New York is but 144, and in London but 87. 
The increased military service, both in France and 
Germany, has been accompanied by an increased rate of 
suicide. As a rule, three-fourths of the suicides are 
males.

NOBLE LIVING.
Put all thy talents to their use,

Lay nothing by to rust;
Give vulgar ignorance thy .scorn 

And innocence thy trust.
Rise to thy proper place in life, 

Trample upon all sin,
And e’er a gentle hand hold out 

To help the wanderer in.
So live, in faith and noble deed,

So heaven returns to earth;
So live, that men shall mark the time 

That gave thee mortal birth.
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .
Cl e v e l a n d , Oh io , December 8, 1884.

Dear Mrs. W inslow  : Please send me some of your “ Moral 
Reform Tracts ” which I  see advertised in your excellent paper, 
riz: •• Father’s Advice to  Every Boy,” “  M other’s Advice to 
Every Girl,” for which find inclosed, etc. I wish to make 
Christmas presents of them to some of my yonthf ul friends. I 
thick such tracts ought to be distributed by the million. Rea­
son: 1. Because they will do more good than the usual holiday 
presents or gifts. 2 . Because they are based upon science and 
go hand in band with original Christianity. 3. Because the 
boys and girls of our day need them, and will read them. 4. 
Because they are among the best gifts parents can bestow on 
their children. J a m e s  S. P r e s c o t t .

Bed fo r d . January 27,1885.
Dear Mrs. Winslow  : The mother of Mrs. F . Has been get 

ting her to read my A lphas before she was married, which was 
abbot a year ago, and she now has a baby, and she got along 
nicely through child-birth. I  told her mother to tell her 1  pre­
sumed she would not have got along so well if she bad not read 
The Alpha. Her mother pays for the book and Alpha so that 
she may get all the information they contain for her f  utare ben­
efit and her family that are to come. Also a younger sister who 
is now at schooL I  tell you these things as a word of encour­
agement in yonr work, showing that seed sown will fall on good 
ground somewhere, and spring up sometime if we work in 
patience as we few women here have to in the temperance work. 
We formed a union some ten years ago of forty members, but 
they all dropped off but myself and the president and four 
others, but we held meetings in faith  th a t som - good is done 
by onr notices being read in the churches and contributions to 
the State union. I  thank God for the Moral Education Socie­
ties and the formation of the In s titu te  of H eredity, which is 
to meet February 5tb to choose officers for 1885, of which I  had 
notice to be there, but cannot go, for I  cannot go about as I  used 
to in abolition times, being now seventy years on life’s journey.

Yours truly, L. H.

Mr Dear Mrs. Winslow : Please send me one copy of Dr. 
Bosch’s ‘'Chronic and Nervous Diseases of Women,”  also one 
*• Mother’s Advice to Every Girl.”  Then after reserving pos­
tage let me have the equivalent of the rest of the three dollars 
herein inclosed in Gertrude H itz’s admirable essay “  On the 
importance of knowledge concerning the sexual n a tu re .” I t  
supplies a want long and seriously felt, And I  feel most grateful 
to the writer. I  have bought and read almost everything I  heard 
of that bore on these subjects in  the hope of finding a suitable 
work to hand to young people, and this is the first I  have found 
without any objectionable feature and yet taking the highest 
moral ground. I  am delighted th a t I  need no longer withhold 
the information so ardently sought for, because 1  could not 
find it expressed in a manner th a t would produce the desired 
effect. “Marriage and Parentage” is good but verbose, padded 
rather, and doe* not once teach that copulation was only ju sti­
fiable where fruition was desired ; a flagrant omission. “  For 
Girls,” by Mrs. Shepherd, is another valuable addition to  th is 
kind of literature. Sincerely yours, C .S . L.

February 19,1885.

Dear Dr. Winslow : E n g la n d .
The receipt of your welcome paper is  one of the greatest 

pleasures of the month to me, and i t  m ust be much of a satis­
faction to you to know that we have three societies in  England 
working on the same line. The Social P u rity  Alliance, Church 
of England Parity, and the White Cross. A t a recent meeting 
of students at Glasgow, who had assembled to  hear the noble 
Miss Ellice Hopkins,life-long champion of fallen women and the 
canse of higher virtue, many of these youths came around 
with sticks, &c , for a lively evening. Miss Hopkins had risen 
from a bed of sickness to address the m eeting, and I  am told 
that after the opening word, “ brothers,”  with her own beauti­
ful intonation, a pin might have been heard drop right to the 
close, and several hundred are said to  have forthw ith signed the 
White Cross Pledge.

“ Gray, gray morn in the hollow disk is creep ing ;
Call the troops to arms, be they waking, be they sleeping.’’

We shall not always spend our souls in  “ mending the break­
ages of society;” there is, thank God, an awakening all along 
the line.

OUR BOYS.

TO MV DEAR SONS, B . AND .T., THESE LIN ES ABE LOVIN GLY 
INSCRIBED.

Two baby boys, so sweet and pure,
The angels wafted them I ’m sure 
From star-lit realm of cherub’s fair,
To this sad world so full of care,
And gently left them at my side 
Mamma’s blessings, papa’s pride ;
O b ! may good angels ever guide 

My boys.

Two winsome boys, brimful of glee.
Wonder and childish ecstacy,
Cheering us from morn till night, 
vv ith their prattle and delight 
A t the sunshine, birds, and flowers ;
Lighting all our lonely hours,
As sunbeams brighten April showers,

My boys.

Two bonny boys, with blue eyes bright,
W ith rosy cheeks and foreheads white,
Ju s t shaded o’er by locks of brown;
Two jewels rare from out love’s crown,
Two mortal flowerets blithe and gay,
Destined to  tread life's thorny way ;
A h ! may their feet ne’er go astray,

My boys. ^

Two manly boys, w ith hearts all true,
A nd high hopes bright as morning dew ;
O h ! may they never be defiled 
By evil passions, or beguiled 
Of false sirens to enter in  
The gildecLeepulchres of s in ;
Where lurks a “  death’s head,”  th a t would win 

My boys.

And yet, o h ! God, of what avail,
A  m other’s prayers, a heart’s sad wail,
When all thy laws, by man defied,
Are set aside, and opened wide;
Alluring haunts entice to  shame,
E ’en men of lofty state and name,
And wealth and power and world-wide fa m e ; 

Grown boys.

Dear, thoughtless boys, could you but know.
T hat all th is g littering, reckless show 
Conceals a serpent doomed to  sting 
You unto death, if once within 
The magic of its poisoned charm 
You pass, would’st pause in vague alarm;
Alas 1 oh, C h ris t! keep thou from harm 

Our wayward boys.

Could they be taught th a t wealth and fame 
A nd power are naught, nor laureled name,
I f  manhood’s crown of virtue be 
N ot worn, th a t only purity  
Of heart and life, yield honors true ,
T hat souls unclean m ust ever rue 
Their fate, wonld th is sweet gospel, old yet new, 

Reclaim our boys ?

OI God, to  thy great love we tru s t 
Our boys, until the demon Lust,
Licensed by man to  drag them down,
Is  crashed; till Chastity’s triumphal crown 
Of love, encircles every land,
And V irtue sways her mystic wand 
Divine, (just gleaming from th ’ opening hand 

Of time), o ’er all our boys.
Y reka, Cal., Jan . 22,1885. Loyal D evoir.
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LIST OF BOOKS
Published  by th e  M oral Education Society, and 

o r sale a t  the Office of

THE ALPHA,

N o. 1 G r a n t  P la c e ,
W a s h in g to n ,  1>. C.

THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWLEDGE CON­
CERNING THE SEXUAL NATURE.

A Suggestive Essay.
By  Gertrude  H itz.

Price, 25 cents.

A N E W  TRA CT—
A N EW  SERM O N FROM  AN  OLD T E X T .

“ Increase, multiply, and replenish the 
earih.”

By P arso n  Jonesbee.
P rice  5 cents.

PA R E N T A L  L E G A C IE S.
By C aroline B. W inslow, M. D.

P rice  5 cents.

A H IG H E R  V IE W  O F L IF E .
By B. F . Fetherolf.

P rice  5 cents

T H E  R E L A T IO N  O F T H E  M A TER N A L 
FU N C T IO N  TO T H E  WOMAN IN T E L L E C T . 

B y A ugusta  C o o per  B r ist o l .
P rice  10 cents.

P L A IN , SOBER TALK ABOUT OUR SEXUAL 
NATURES.

B y N . E . B oyd .
Price 10 cents.

PR E -N A T A L  C U L T U R E .
B y A . E . N e w t o n .

T his p am ph let of 67 pages contains scientific 
suggestions to paren ts  re la tive  to  system atic 
m ethods of m oulding th e  ch a rac te r of children 
before b irth . P rice  25 cents.

T H E
CANCER AT THE HEART;

A DISCOURSE 
BY

FR E D E R IC  A. H IN CK LEY ,
R esident M inister, F ree  Religious Society, P rov- 

cience, R hode Island.
Price 10 cents.

T H E  M YSTERY, AND H IT H ER TO  AND B E ­
YOND.

Tw o essays read  before th e  W ashington M oral 
E ducation  Society.

BY MRS. B V ELEB X  L . MASON.
T hese essays a re  the  re su lt of ten  years* study  

the religions of all nations and  a ll ages, and 
show  how constan t h as  been the  effort to recog. 
nize *he fem inine elem ent in religions w orship, 
and ju s t  as they have succeeded has civilization 

advanced and  each tim e th e  aggressive force of 
m an has crushed the idea, hum anity  has fallen 
back in to  darkness and barbarism .

P rice  15 cents. F o r sale a t  th e  office of T h e  
A l p h a , 1 G ra n t P lace, W ashington, D. O.

H E R E D I T Y  A N D  T R A N S M IS S I O N .
BY M RS. MARY L. G R IF F IT H .

P rice  5 cents.

S U G G E S T IO N S  T O  M O T H E R S ;
OR,

W H A T C H ILD R EN  SHOULD KNOW.
Price 10 cents.

T H E  TOBACCO VICE,
W IT H  SUGGESTIO NS HOW TO OVERCOME 

B y H a n n a h  McL. S h e p a r d .
Price 10 cents.

A  PRIV A TE L E T T E R
TO PA R EN TS, PH Y SICIA N S AND M EN P R IN ­

C IPA LS OF SCHOOLS.
Send a  3-cent stam p.

By Saxon.
A physiological trea tise  on sexual ethics and 

conservation of the  sperm atic secretions.

IN H E R IT E D  CHILDHOOD.
BY

MAY W R IG H T SEW  ALL.
Price 10 cents.

T H E  R ELA TIO N  OF TH E SEXES.
B y F r e d e r ic k  A. H in c k ley .

Price 10 cents.

T H E  N EW  PO W ER  FOR TH E N EW  AGE. 
B y M r s . E . L . M ason .

Price 10 cents.

M ARRIAGE—IT S D U TIES AND DANGERS 
B y  M r s . H a r r ie t t s  R . Sh a ttuck .

Price 10 cents.

FOREW ARNED AND FOREARM ED.
B y  Mb s . G eorgiana  K ir b y .

P rice  5 cents.
BLACK SH EEP.

B y
C. B. W.

Price 5 cents.

T H E  LOST NAME.
“ O ur M other v h o  a r t  in Heaven.”

B y  E y s l e e n  L . M ason.
Price 10 .cents.

FO R  SALE
F O R  G IR L S .

B y  M rs . S h e p h e r d .

TH E WOMAN QUESTION,
BY ELIZA  BURT GAMBLE,

Is a  pam phlet of 26 pages, written in a clear, kef 
cal style. The argument for the higher edacv.to* 
and political equality with men is irrefutable, a*4 
claims the attention of all progress!?* andphiUaa 
thropic minds. Only by the equality and faun, 
pation of woman, can a race of noblemen rnhabi 
he earth . t

Price, 10 cen ts; 12 copies for #1; Id per 1(0.
A LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE TRADE.

MARRIAGE AND PARENTAGE,
AND

The Sanitary and Physiological Laws for tbs 
Prod action of Children of finer health and greater 
ability.

By a  Physician and Sanitarian.

M. L  HOLBROOK k CO.,
Publishers, New York.

For sale a t  No. 1, Grant Place, Washingt n.D.C. 
Price $1.00.

HE MORAL EDUCATION SOCIETY OP 
Washington, will meet at No. 13**8

the third Wednesday in each Month, at 2 o’clock, 
P .M .

A SPECIAL PHYSIOLOGY.
I t  is clean, sweet and practical. Every girl should 

read  i t  an d  own it.
Price $1 .00.

T H E  B E T T E R  W A Y ;
AN

A ppeal to m en in behalf of H um an C u ltu re  
th rough  a  wiser parentage.

BY
A. E. NEW TON.

Price 25 cents.

o f f ic e r s  :

D r. Susan  A. E dsox, ................... President.
M rs . E llen  M. O’Connor.........)
M iss E llen M S heldon. .........>Vice Presidents.
Mrs. H . B J ohnson...................)
M r s . E v e l b e v  l . Mason, .......>Vice-Presideati
Mbs. J erusha G. Joy. .................. J a t Large.
Dr . F lora Stanford......................Rec.Sectvtur.
D r . C aroline B. W inslow .........<’or.Secretary.
Dr  Ma r y E. Hart .........................Treasurer.

T H E  N EW  L IF E .
B y  F r e d e r ic k  A. H in c k ley .

Price 10 cents.

M OTHER TR U TH ’S M ELODIES.
B y  Mr s . Dr . E . P . M il l e r .

Price $1.50.

FA TH ER ’S ADVICE TO EVERY BOY
AND

M OTHER’S ADVICE TO EVERY G IR L . 
B y M r s . Dr . E. P . M il l e r .

Price 10 cents each.

VITAL FORCE.
B y  Dr . E . P . M il l e r .

Price 30 cents.

CHRONIC AND NERVOUS DISEASES OF 
WOMEN.

B y  I )e . R osch.
Price 25 cents.

TOKOLOGY, A BOOK FOR EVERY WOMAN.
Alice  B. Stockham, M. D.

Teaches Positively Painless Pregnancy and Partu­
rition.

Gives certain cure for Dyspepsia, Neuralgia, Con­
stipation, Headache, Change of Life, &c.

TEN EDITIONS SOLD FIRST YEAR.
“ I  find more needed inform ation in  its pages 

th an  ever before in  one book.”—Mary A. Livermore.
** The very best book that can be put into the hands 

of a  girl or woman.”—E. M. Hale, M. D.
Postpaid, Cloth, $2.00 )
Full Morocco, $2.50 > A G E N T S .
Very Best Terms to )

Address ALPHA,
No. 1 Grant Place, Washington, D. C.

,  THE SOCIOLOGIST 
A M onthly Journa l Devoted to the Increase of 

Knowledge of the N a tu ra l Law s th a t Control 
H um an Hapniness.

Albert Chatannes, Ed.,
Adain Creek, Knox Co., Tenn.

50 Cents per year.

ANTE-NATAL INFANTICIDE. 
By  M r s . Mary  L. G r if f it h . 

Price 5 went*.

T H E  F L O R A L  FRIEND
A N D  H OUSEH OLD JOURNAL

A live 8-page, 40-column monthly at 25 cents a 
jrear. Agriculture, Household Literature, Poetry, 
Fashion Notes, Ac. Large circulation. Advertis­
ing rates, 5 cents per line, 60 cents per inch each 
insertion. Objectionable advertisements not re­
ceived. Sample copies free. Address

F loral Friend, Sanford, Maine.

^L PH A  UNDERGARMENTS.
Constructed in accordance 

with physiological principle 
covering the tody evenly 
from neck to waist and an­
gles—made from warm, soft 
and elastic fabric.

Samples of material with 
price list sent by mail.

Orders accompanied by 
cash will receive prompt at­
tention.

The garment for women is 
the result of careful study 
for years, and while the odd 
and pecoliar construction of 
pockets in vest is acknowl­
edged, that feature Is ear­
nestly presented as of great 
importance In t -e arrange­
ment of sanitary clothing. 
For children’s weal the “Al­
pha” Is not surpassed by 
any garment In the market.

ECRU ALPHA GARMENTS FOR SPRING 
AND SUMMER WEAR.

Fabric—heavy and light English Lisle Thread; 
half bleached, which insures unusual durability 
in underwear of Snmmer grades.

Delicate In texture, made to fit the fl.ure per­
fectly  of excellent workmanship. An nnQsu.il 
opportunity to clothe the body lightly, comfort­
ably and healthfully during warm weather. 

Address
ALPHA MANUFACTURING CO.,

Woburn, Mass.


