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LONG AGO.

Oh, a wonderful stream is the river Time,
As it flows through the realms of tears,

With a faultless rhythm, and musical rhyme,
And a broader sweep, and a surge sublime,

And blends with the ocean of years.

For the winters are drifting like flakes of snow,
And the summers like buds between,

And the year as the sheaf-—so they come and go,
On the river's breast with its ebb and flow,

As it glides mid ihe shadow and sheen.

There's a magical isle on the river Time,
Where the softest of airs are playing—

There's a cloudless sky and and a tropical clime,
And a song as sweet as a vesper chime,

And the ferns with the roses are staying.

And the name of this isle is the Long Ago,
And we bury our treasure* there !

There are brows of beauty and bosoms of snow—
There are heaps of dust, but. we loved them so.

There are trinkets and tresses of hair,—

There are fragments of songs that nobody sings,
And a part of an infant's prayer,

There's a lute unswept, and a harp without strings ;
There are broken vows and pieces of rings,

And the garments she used to wear.

There are hands that aro waved when the fairy shore,
By the mirage is lifted in air !

And we sometimes hear, through the turbulent roar,
Sweet voices we heard in the days gone before,

When the wind down the river was fair.

Oh ! remember for aye bethe blessed isle.
All the day of our life until night.

When the evening comes, with its beautiful smile,
And our eyes are closing to slumber awhile.

May the " greenwood " of soul be in sight.

JUDGE NOT.

"The greatest of these is charity."
Bridle your virtue.

Tether the tongue;
Pitv the fair vine

Blighted so young !
Why not the tomb ?

Sad, shattered life;
Think of her (loom—

Widow, yet wife !

Tears, like sad rivers,
Roll through all time ;

He his heart-ton cut
Poured for its crime.

Billows of sod
Swell o'er his rest;

Pleadingwith God—
There let him rest.

Still to another
Life is as death;

Home and its idol
Gone with a breath!

Blood on his hands,
Slain on his bed;

Pity them all
Living and dead.

Thou whose life current]
Flows calm and quiet,

Whose love and whose passion
Never ran rft'it, t

Judge not too harshly;'
Few fall by design;

Pray for the erring—
Their fate may be thine.

Bridle your censure,
Tether the tongue;

Charity's blessings
Ever are young,

He knows the temptation
Who measures the sin;

May His mantled mercy
Shield all of our kin!

0. H. Wkbi).

AGITATOR COMMUNICATIONS.

THE BIBLE.

Is it of Divine Origin, Authority and Influ-

ence ?
BY S. J. FINNEY.

Is it a miraculous collection of miraculous books,
every word' chapter and book of which, was writ-
ten by an inspiration from God, so perfectly full
and complete, that the writers thereof delivered
the truth, nothing but the truth, and all the truth
which hnmanity needs or which it can get on re-
ligious and moral subjects ? Must man, must the
human soul with all its noble powers of intuition,
reason, and the innate religious sentiments, bow to
the Scripture—the Jewish and Christian Scrip-
tures ?

Is the "Bible" superior to nature, master of
reason, greater and more God-like than conscience?
Is it the only revelation from God, as an infallible
rule of religious faith, and practice? If so, then
man ought to bow implicitly to its dictum, without
a question or a doubt. Human reason is nothing
unless it runs parallel with the letter of the Book,
if this idea be true. Or rather, it is . a rebel
against God's government. If it do not kiss the
book! it must be damned. The religious senti-
ment in man, too, must be subject to the word of
Moses, Ezra and Jesus. If this idea be true, our
only business is to "believe or be damned."

I need hardly say that Christians generally so
regard the Bible. We hear this doctrine preached
from nearly every pulpit of Christendom. We are
solemnly told by our self-constituted religious
teachers, that we must believe this or be forever
lost. And then we are cautioned against allowing
our reason to come in contact with the "Bible
for we are told—"the carnal mind is enmity against
God, is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be."
It cannot be denied, the "Bible is assumed to come

to us in the name of God, as a Divine Law, claiming
entire mastery over the whole world, social, politi-
cal and religious. In this character it is claimed
that it has, and of right ought to have, perfect and
entire control of all human affairs, individual, do-
mestic, national, universal. Even science and phi-
losophy must bow to the dictum of Moses and
Paul. Geology—God's history of worlds writ in
rocks—must bow to the gescnaiclc cosmogony of
the Pentateuch. And astronomy, God's history of
solar and stellar systems, written in starry flames
on high, too, must be second and inferior to the
letter of the "Word," on parchment or in print.

Legislatures are opened by tho reading of the
"Scriptures" immediately before and after the
repeal of "Missouri Compromise lines" and the
passage of "fugitive slavo laws," to bless tho glorious
work of making Barbary States out of God's free
soil. Catholics and Protestants carry it to war in
their hands against "heathen dogs," sending the
souls of their murdered enemies to hell by "Scrip-
ture and when no outward enemy presses, hurl
it at each other's heads to settle their eternal war
about tho legitimacy of their respective organiza-
tions. Nicholas of Bussia goes to fight the allies
with "Scripture" for his authority, and tho allies
do the same against him. The South quotes it to
sustain slavery with all its damning sins ; and tho
North helps the South to do it ; only a few raise
their voices against the lie. It has figured largely
in tho affaias of this lower world, and if true, its
influence docides the otcrnal fate of all this world, i

the world to come. Its teachings are mixed up with
all our institutions of learning. Men and women
get married by Scripture, live and die by Scrip-
ture, and go to heaven or hell by the same. The
mother sings Scripture into her baby and that
baby grown up to be a man, sometimes blesses, but
alas! sometimes curses his mother in Scripturo
language, damning her to hell.

A book of such wide spread influence must have
something in it, and in its history, worthy of close
and candid investigation. All these results could
not come from nothing. This book, to say the
least, must be a very remarkable one. A strange
infatuation seems to possess Christians about it.
The idea that we are either to be saved by the
Scriptures or damned by them is prevalent in all
the churches in'Christendom.

Now the Bible either is, or is not the only and
infallible rule of religious faith and practice. It
either is, or is not of Divine and miraculous origin,
authority and influence. If it is, it ought to be
susceptible of proof,of positive proof. Who, that has
any manhood or reason in him, can receive such an
extraordinary, such a large statement on probabili-
ties, or on mere hear-say evidence. It is too great
a matter to be so received. Such claims are too
astounding to be taken for granted. Our eternal
destiny is, by the popular theology, biased upon
our reception or rejection of these claims. To
believe is to be saved, but to believe not is to be
damned, says this theology. It may be well to
ask in the outset, if faith is our only ground of
hope for "salvation," may it not be well to investi-
gate the true grounds of faith ?

Suppose kind reader, that this proposition was
made to you for the first time, by a Mahometan for
all the Koran. What kind or amount of evidence
would satisfy your mind on this point ? Would
you believe it because he told you so, or because
the Koran made such claims for itself? Could you
believe it without adequate evidence of the fact?

But what is evidence, and what is belief? Evi-
dence, says Webster, "is that which elucidates and
enables the mind to see truth; proof arising from
our own perceptions, by the senses, or from the
testimony of others, or from the inductions of re-
reason. " Our senses take cognizance of matter
and its qualities; the declaration of a witness fur-
nish evidence of facts to a court or jury, and rea-
soning, or the deductions of the mind furnish evi~
dencc of truth or falsehood. Belief is the result of
evidence, distinctfrom personal knowledge. A man
may believe a proposition and not know it to be true.
Bcliof then being the result of evidence, as man
cannot believe without evidence, he cannot have
an adequate belief without adequate evidence. Now
as we do not knoiv the Bible to be what it is claimed
to bo, we must look for the proof for, tho evidence
of the claim.

And where shall we find it? Before answering
this question let me make a few remarks on the
nature of evidence. We have our senses for ex-
ternal things, reason for logical things and intui-
tion for spiritual things. In other words, testi-
mony or evidence, should always correspond in
character, to the thing to be proved. There are
but three sources or fountains of evidence—1st, ,
nature ; second, the verbal or written testimony of
our follows, and lastly ourselves—our own con-
sciousness. Nature furnishes us only with natural
phenomona, laws and principles ; our fellows with
historical testimony, and our consciousness with
reason, which is the exponent or expounder of i

nature, and the judge and jury of our fellow's testi-*
inony. Our consciousness is the fiual court off?
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) appeals, All natural faots are judged by it. It is

the only ground of the most demonstrative of all
sciences. Mathamaties rest upon certain axioms—
self-evident truths—which arc in the consciousness
of man. For instance; the axiom that the whole is
equal to the sum of all its parts. The truth of this
axiom rests upon no external proof. You cannot
}>rovc it by logic. Every attempt so to do drives
you back into your own cosciousness. It is a cog-
nition a-priori - a pure cognition—pure knowledge
—and the first and purest of all scientific knowl-
edge.

But the truth of these claims is not axiomatic—
is not self-evident, for if it were all men would
believe tliein as soon as announced. But all men
who hear the statements do not believe them, even
after reading whole libraries of works written to
prove them. The evidence, then, in favor of these
claims, cannot come from our consciousness, from
our intuition or reason. Neither can it be drawn
from nature, for the very claims are of a super-
natural character.

The Bible is claimed to be a supernatural reve-
lation of God's will toman miraculously given. If
it be of a miraculous, a super-natural origin, then
according to the laws of evidence, it can be proved
on'y by miraculous and super-natural testimony,
that is, a continual miracle—or the constant repe-
tition of the original miracle which first gave it to
the world, is essential to each individual, to whom
these claims are made, to convince him of the fact.
It will not do to say there are miracles in the
Bible. There are no miracles there, but only sto-
ries or records of miracles. If those records are
true, those miracles were miracles only to
those who saw them, not to us who read the
stories of them in this late day. The common
argument from the miracles recorded in the Bible,
is all a begging of the question. It stands about
thus : None but God. It stands thus : the Bible
is a miraculous revelation from God. This is the
proposition. Now for the proof:

A book which contains miracles must come from
God. The Bible contains miracles; therefore it
came from God. Now let me apply this process of
reasoning to the Koran.

A book which contains miracles must come from
God. The Koran contains miracles, therefore the
Koran came from God. And so of every other
book which contains miraculous stories, or records
of so called miracles. This kind of reasoniug
would prove all the "Bibles" of the Pagan world
divine. The fallacy of this process is found in the
grand blunder of mistaking the account of a mira-
cle for the miracle itself. All the Bibles of the
heathen contain stories of miracles. Are all di-
vine then ? This argument is as good for the Pa-
gan as for the Christian , and so proves too much
by a great shot. Again, says the christian, the
writers of the Bible were honest men, and so
would not tell lies, and therefore these stories of
miracles are true, and hence the Bible is divine.
I ask how does he know they were honest men ?
Suppose they were, do not honest men make mis-
takes and often believe untruths, and so state them
to others ? But again : There are no miracles to-
day affirming the truth of these claims for the
Bible. This is a notorious fact. Having shown
that two sources of evidences, viz : nature and our
consciousness, are cut from the support of these
claims, are precluded by their nature from such
support, -we turn to the last source of proof, the
testimony of man. This testimony may be divided
into two parts—first, the eternal historical testi-
mony, and the internal testimony of the book it-
self. Our jury, our tribunal, is nature and reason,
our judge is our consciousness—our cognitions a
priori.

Let us turn to these two points; First, the exter-
nal history of the world's origin, and second, the
contents and character of the book itself. Now if
the miraculous claims can be proved at all, they
can be so proved from these two sources ; and only
from these two.

Now for the first fact in the external history of
the Bible. It is limited, circumscribed, local,
finite in its presence. It is more limited than the
human race which it is claimed it was given to
save. It is not, and it never has been in the
hands of one thousanntli of the human world. This
is a notorious fact. It is potent to the observation
of every one.

How Can it be an "infallible rule of religious
faith and practice," to those who never saw it and

gTjnever heard of it ? No sane mind will for a mo-

ment pretend it. Of course if God were to give
the world a revelation of his will, that revelation
would not bo superorogatory,it would bo necessary
and useful for that race. If it were necessary for
the whole race, for each individual thereof, of
course he would make it as wide in its presence,
as is the necessity for it; and hence he would
place it before each individual of the race, or at
least within his reach. Now tlio popular theology
assumes the existence of a universal necessity for
the Bible as a miraculous rovclation from God ;
and this necessity is farther assumed to be in the
assumed fact of man's inadequacy to discover by
the light of nature that moral and religious truth
necessary and indispensible to his eternal "salva-
tion." And this natural inadequacy of man, is
based on the assumed fact of the "depravity" of
human nature ; and this depravity is rested again
on the doctrine of tho "Fall"—original "sin"—a
woman eating an apple—in consequence of the talk
of a snake walking on his tail; and this last story
on the "Bible," the very book whose authority we
are discussing, and thus begging the whole question
at once.

'Tis thus people often reason in a circle, and so
end just where they began. Thus it is, that the
doctrine of the necessity for such a revelation as
the Bible is claimed to be, stands. Theologians
sometimes quote the wickedness of the world as
proof of the "fall," and sometimes quote the
"fall" as a proof of tho wickedness of the world.
In both cases they beg the question. To quote
the wickedness of the world is no proof of the
"fall;" for all human history proves man progressive.
Progress is a law of nature. Man is only a part or
portion of a universal system of things. He cannot
get out of nature, nor out of thi tides of universal
Life which are ever flowing fast from the Infinite
Fountain of Being. Progress is carved in the
tables of granite, and writ on the face of the mid-
night sky. All things grow up toward the light.
The beautiful flower turns its head to keep the
course of the life bestowing sun. The oak grows
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with its top toward the sky. So human nature
tends in the ultimate ever Divineward. I have no
sympathy with that cold materialism, which be-
lieves in a body without a soul, a world without a
God, and a here without a hereafter. It is a cold
negativism, which robs the "flower of fleeting life
of all its color and perfume." I believe in God,
Liberty and Immortality. That is my creed.—
God—a name which to me, stands for Life, Love
and Wisdom ; and which signifies Justice, the In-
finite Conscience; Love, the Infinite Power; and
Beauty, the Infinite Perfection. So far as any in-
dividual, is, in thought and life, an embodiment of
these principles, in so for is he an Incarnation of
Divinity. God, then, is in matter and in man, as
their Life, Power and Destiny. But I cannot stop
to enlarge upon this beautiful topic.

If a perfect God were to give mankind a revela-
tion of His will, which was necessary for their
moral and religious wants, he would make that rev-
elation as extensive as the demand which it was
given to cover. This is self-evident. But the
Bible does not cover one tenth part of such de-
mands ; therefore it is not a revelation from God.
But the question comes—does not man need some
revelation from God ? I answer, he does. Man-
kind needs a constant, and world wide revelation
of God's nature and laws, physical, moral,spiritual.
Man has such an one always before, around, above,
below andwi£/mihim. God speaks to man from out
his holy temple—Nature, whose dome is the star-
be-jeweled sky, whose altar is a pure soul, and
whose priest is Reason, Intuition.

The Bible was confined to the Jewish church for
more than 4000 years. It represents God as lov-
ing the Jews and hating other nations. Now let
me ask, does God have pets ? Is he partial to his
own creatures ? Did He give the Bible for the
good of all; or only for the good of a few Jews and
Christians ? Does He love the greedy Jew better
than the wandering Arab, or the untutored Indian ?
Who affirms these questions, denies the divinity of
God. Who can believe in such a conception of Di-
vinity? Who but a bigoted sectarian can love such
an idea of God—a God who loves his friends, his
pets, and hates his enemies? The God of Jesus's
noble soul, said—"Love your enemies."

But now let us come direct to the external argu-
ment in detail. We have but two ways of proving
the divinity of the Bible;—first by a direct appeal
to the external history of its origin, and second by
an appeal to its contents. I take the external argu-
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ment first, because it is the direct method of proof,
and internal last, because it is the mdirect method
of proof.

The authority of the churches as inspired organ-
izations, on this question, is not evidence, for they
disagree ; and the conscience or consciousness of a
Christian, is no more proof of the divinity of the
Bible, than tho consciousness of a Mahometan is
proof of the divinity of the Koran.

Third and last Response to A Humanitarian.

I again greet you! Having heard the echo of
your voice, I will reply to such portions of your
article as are relative to the subject of discussion.
But will first premise that you are the most in-
tangible of all the beings that I have yet met with;
and change your position with tho ease of an airy
phantom ; assuming a new dress, or again habiting
yourself in the one previously discarded.

" On land a beast.,
A fish in the water."

In your first article you appeal to Spiritualists,
and invite organization in the several townships,
and a General Conference by delegates. In your
second article you distinctly declare, that it "is not
intended as a Religious Organization." You " in-
tended to strike through the ballot-box." And
now in your last, you have got a party-colored gar-
ment of Church and State. You also seem to think
that my opinion, or belief in regard to the exist-
ence, character and attributes of God, have much
to do in settling tho question of the utility or in-
utility of organization. It may suit your conveni.
ence to leave the subject of organization, and cate-
chise me church-fashion, upon my belief upon other
subjects. Whenever I think that my belief in re-
lation to God, will be interesting or instructive to
the readers of the Agitator; I will send it to the
Editor for publication. But for yourself, I would
recommend the Bible maxim, " Sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof." First dispose of the
question between us, before seeking for new ones.
Another maxim I would recommend to your notice,
" That a weak or fallacious argument gains no new
nor additional force by being repeated." Most of
your argument in your last article is but a repeti-
tion of that which you use in the second. You
have applied it to other things, but the principle is
the same, whether applied to the planetary worlds,
the vegetable, the animal kingdom, or to the sev-
eral parts of an engine or railroad. But you talk
about thoughts and ideas being organized before
they can perform their office, or be expressed. It
is but talk; for if organized, which presides ?—
Which is secretary and which treasurer? Which
dictates or prescribes the office or duties that the
others shall perform ?

But, Sir, they must be harmoniously associated;
each performing its own proper work, or fulfilling
its own mission, and leaving the others to do theirs
in their own way. You have mistaken Association
in that instance for Organization. Ideas flow
spontaneously, and not by coercion. No idea or
thought could ever be recalled, or event again re-
membered when once passed, but for association.
The science of Mnemonics is but a systematic mode
of associating thoughts, so that when forgotten they
may again be recalled. But what would your ar-
bitary mode of organization do ? It might resolve
and re-resolve and commend and re-commend, but
it would be without effect. But the method of as-
sociation is pleasing and agreeable, one thought in-
duces another upon the plane of affinity in all har-
monious actions of the mind; and opposite? or

repulsions in inharmonious action. So that attrac-

tion and repulsion govern thought as well as gross

materialities.
But, sir, I fear that the readers of the Agitator q

will become tired of reading those ivordy articles^*
of yours, as well as my comments upon the un"^
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I soundness of your logic and the inapplicability of

your illustrations. I think that if you had any plan
or organization, different from what is understood

by that term, you ought to have told us what it

was in your grand " invitation." But from the

vagueness of your ideas, it is evident that you have
no well defined object in view. That from being a

General in command you are but a subaltern ; that

you advance or retreat in obedience to your supe-
rior. For, having repudiated the idea of a religious
organization in your second article, in your last

you talk about the Church of God. Mr. Tiffany,
in the mean time, (Feb. No. of his Monthly) having
thrown off all disguise, announces to the world that
he is laboring for the establishment of a Church ;
I will give his language, "And it is for the estab-
ment of such a church, Free, Liberal and Catholic,
that we are most earnestly and most ardently labor-
ing." Hence I must conclude that you are but fol-
lowing in the wake of a superior. But what a so-
lecism "a Free Church;" did you or Mr. Tiffany
ever see a fret slaved "a Liberal Church?" The

creed of the church, the extent of its wisdom, and
the standard of morality. " Catholic Church."—
Those only who hold on to the tail of old orthodoxy.
So Mr. Humanitarian and Mr. Tiffany, go ahead,

you have thrown your colors (which are sectarian

in every aspect) out to the world's view. That is

more manly than to sail under false ones. But

in your tactics I think that you have pursued the

policy of the pirate most too much. You kept your
friendly colors flying until you thought your prize

could not escape, then you deliberately pulled them

down and hoisted the black flag of Sectarianism. And

what is the prospect of your success ? I think that

a large sect will be formed composed of the ortho-

dox element among Spiritualists, with many of the

dissatisfied and disappointed among the old organ-

izations. It may be an improvement upon the old

organizations ; as in your last article you show

that there has been an improvement, all the way

down from Judaism under Moses, to the last sect

of the present day. But you did not seem to un-

derstand the cause of this improvement. I think

it is plain; and it is because the less there is of

organization, and the more they partake of associ-
ation the better for the people. Those who are too

indolent to do their own thinking, and those who
think it easier to pay a priest for taking care of
their souls, than to do it themselves, will join your
congregation.

But the free, vigorous, active minds will never !
They must have the pure atmosphere of freedom,
while the asperational of their own soul will be
sending forth the prayers of love, accompanied by
willing hands to aid in accomplishing such prayers
desires; while the members of your organization
will pray by proxy, and preach by proxy, and ex-
pect to be saved by proxy. You say that man in
Association is without definiteness, without power,
without expression, without efficiency, &c. When
has organization, either Political or Keligious, (and
it seems yours is to be both) ever added to the defi-
niteness, power, expression or efficiency of the indi-
vidual. But on the other hand; are they not both
designed and instituted for the purpose of restrain-
ing, limiting, confining and abridging individual
powers and capacities within the limits prescribed
by the organization. It is a surrendering up his
religious welfare into the keeping of the Church,
and his political welfare unto the rulers of tho State.
Experience has proved that the more the people
hold the power of government in their own hands, or
in other words,the more that individual sovereignty
is recognized and acted upon, the wiser and better
and happier the people become. You admit tho
same, but appear to bo unconsciousof it, when you

J^say, " Organizations tyranical in character, forcible
Vjin action, oppressive in endurance, blighting in re-

suits, have been formed to subserve the ambition of
the Pope." And you, by implication say the same
of all other sects. But you say " it culminates and
the work of disintegration commences very true
but what does it prove ? It proves that all improve-
ment, all advance, is outside of and in spite of the
organization. Of what use then is the organiza-
tion ? It is to count noses, and receive the brand
of some sect, so that an estimate can be made of
the number of Drones that can be quartered upon
their bounty and credulity. Again you say, "We
have seen that according to the principles of organ-
ization so 'it was ; now if organization is founded
upon progressive principles will not the adherents
be continually progressing?"

You might as well say that if night was day it
would be light, or if standing still was walking then
when we stood still, we should be walking—a thing
in contradiction to itself. It is like Mr. Tiffany's
"free-church"—a solecism. I have shown in a
former article the nature and tendency of organiza-
tion. Why not meet my positions with argument
and not attempt to dodge them with an "if."

Where we most need light you leave us in the
dark. Show us the principles of an organization
that can be progressive ? But, sir, your folly cul-
minated when you appealed to the rules and forms
of the Law, to make that certain which was before
uncertain; namely, your argument in favor of organ-
ization. " The glorious uncertaintiesof the law,"
is an expression too familiar to all ears for any one
to place confidence in such an appeal. But error
alway assumes the abstract and metaphysical mode
of argument, and some of your readers may say of
you as the congregation did of the Priest, " what a
learned man he is, for we could not understand half
he said." Truth is always simple and needs no
borrowed garments to give it currency with truth
loving minds; but error is usually dressed in fash-
ionable attire.

I used the term Religion as expressive of a bond
of union uniting man to God, and think it equal-
ly applicable as expressive of the bond of union
between man and man. Your definition is cor-
rect enough, but I think that every free thought
of the Deity is a re-binding of man to God. You
can repudiate Beligion in that sense if you choose !
I do not. That, I think, finishes all the points you
have attempted to make, and I am very glad. I
think it is wasting time and occupying space in a
valuable paper that might be better filled. I was
in hopes, when you drew your sword and flourished
your battle-ax so furiously, the issue would be ar-
gued so that there would be an end of the discus-
sion during the present generation, but that hope
has departed, for you revolve in a circle. I will,
with all kindness, and with a sincere desire and
prayer for your spiritual progress, take my leave of
you. I may write more upon the subject of organ-
ization, but I have no desire to pursue your vaga-
ries, and will not occupy the columns of the Agita-
tor further in showing the untenableness of your ar-
guments. Undoubtedly yon have brought forward
the best that the nature of the case admits of; but
I am too generous to pursue a foe when his ammu-
nition becomes damaged or exhausted. Adieu.

H. Barnum.
Braceville, April 3d, 1859.

Indemnity.—The amount of indemnity to bo paid
hy China to England and France is thirty millions
of francs.—Ex.

Singular Christianity! to go to war with China to
force open her ports and secure a market for your
stupifying opium, and then, after you have conquer-
ed, make the vanquished nation foot tho bills ! If
it is true that God rained fire and brimstone on
Sodom, England and France as well as our own
country, have cause to fear a like visitation.—Plea-
sure Boat.

" State of Maine," April 11, 1859. <
Dear H. F. M. B.

I find myself really "down East," surrounded by
snow, ice, and mud, as the lay of the land will per-
mit ; thus ice-olated and mud-ulatcd to rather a low
key. I will try and say a few words of myself or
others, as the case may be. Very happily have I
performed the duties placed before me, as far as I
could comprehend them (perhaps without compre-
hension there is no real duty), in my travels east-
ward. I observe that in every place where it has
been my lot to tarry, " reform" has its foot-hold.
Sometimes supported by hundreds, sometimes by
the "sturdy few," who must toil alone for a season,
until interest fires are kindled to warm the cold—
perhaps discouraged—hearts to action. I think we
can very safely compare " humanity" to-day with
insect life all winter long—they have been stowed
away in their respective homes, chilled and inac-
tive, because of winter's temparature. The sun's
rays are becoming more and more intensified ; one
by one the insects are warmed to life—some, even
now, are quite active, others are dragging them,
selves slowly forth to catch a warming ray, others
timid and instinctively shy, are pleased to wait for
better prospects. Thus with human beings. But
Spring has dawned ; the sun's course is upward ;
Summer is coming; every insect will be busy.
So with life. Keformatory movements to-day seem
like Spring-time, its foothold is everywhere, its in-
fluence everywhere felt. Summer will come and
the world be active, warmed into love towards one
another.

The subject matter of Spiritualism in N. E., as
in the West, is treated with candor, settling down
clpser and closer to the hearts of men and women;
no longer a matter of speculative wonder, with its
thousands of friends, but a fixed, immovable, reali-
ty, one to be sought, found and loved for its worth,
its practical beauties. Denunciations and claimed
expositions have been made by rogues and pigmies,
(intellectually,) real frauds have been exposed by
its (Spiritualism's) true friends, (none by its ene-
mies—a fact worthy of notice,) yet it is the same,
moving onward like a ponderous weight—slowly,
yet steadily and surely.

Yesterday (April 10) I did not lecture (the first
Sunday in 60 that I have not), but went and made
a visit to the home and scenes of my childhood, and
I dare say that not many heard more eloquent ser-
mons than did I. The old hills, the high rocks
the broad-faced ledges, the well-known trees, the
old mill by the stream, all seemed to fold me to
them and whisper softly, tenderly to mo, until my
soul was full, and I realized, if never before, that
Nature, of all preachers, is most eloquent, can most
inspire and instruct: that he or she who sees, and
seeing, feels, the most of Nature's power, is nearest
unto God.

Friday, 15th.—I return to Mass. to continue mv
labors in the " Vineyard." 17th speak at Marl-
boro', 24th and May 1st at Waltham, 8th, 15th and
22d at Lowell. The summer months will be spent
in N. E. (probably). My address is "Age Office,
Boston," and will so continue for months, unless
otherwise noticed. I trust you are still laboring on
in the same good way, striving to heal the crushed
hearts, and raise the down-trodden portions of hu-
manity to their legitimate places, at the same time
forgetting not to toll false dignity (which abounds
in this country) that it hath no place with men or
women; selfish dupes alone can wear it, and they
like tho ass that proudly donned the lion's skin,
will oft betray themselves. Tell them, all plainly,
we know you—you have brayed more than once.

Wishing you prosperity, I am thine,
A co-laborer, .

F. L. Wadswoutii.
r/
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PEN-O-GRAPH OF J. B. CONKLIN.

John B. Conklin was born in the city of New York on
the 24th of Sept., 1825.

Like most boys in great cities, ho had large ideas of the
world and supposing himself just the person to make its
acquaintance, he took a freak to crass the sea and shake
hands with John Bull,and some few of the South Sea Island-
ers. Seven years at sea gave him a tolerable good idea of
the storms and calms of ocean life.

After canvassing the earth, by sea and by land, he conclu-
ded to explore the religious world. He was "converted" and
connected himself with the M. E. Church; purchased the
Articles of Faith. Life of John Wesley anil Dr. Adam
Clark's Commentary. Those were his chart, compass and
Log Book—with these he expected to navigate the sea of
life ; to shun the shoals anil to cast anchor in the harbour of
Rest. To use Mr. ConklinV language, for three and a half
years he was a zealous and defender of brimstone and
total depravity.

In the winter of '59 he commenced the investigation of
Spiritualism. If it was a deception,he wished to expose it •

if it contained aught of truth, he wanted to appropriate that
truth to his fund of spiritual wealth. In a few months he
was developedas a writing, tipping and speaking medium.
Since that time he has been a faithful laborer in the Spiritual
vineyard

In 1856 Mr. Conklin commenced in New York city the
publication of "The Principle,"a monthly Journal devoted
to the exposition and elucidation of the Harm oil ial Philos-
ophy.

Mr. Wm. Lanning of Baltimore, Mil., assisted him in his
editorial labors one year. With this exception, the care of
editing and publishing the paper has devolved upon Mr.
Conklin. No one, perhaps, has done more to convince the
skeptic of the truth of the soul's immortality and of spirit
communion, than he has done. No one will be more deserv-
ing of the "Well done, good and faithful servant."

SYMPATHY.

A striking demonstration of female sentiment here, took
place last night, when George Sickles, father of the prisoner,
was surprised by a visit at his hotel of some twenty ladies,
who came in a body to express their sympathy for his son, and
to say, that if he thought it would be of any advantage to
him, or would give any comfort to the accused, they would
freely present themselves, with many more, at the Court
House. The person at tho head of the deputation, was a ven-
erable woman of some three score years, and she used the
strongest expressions of commiseration for the prisoner. "We
demand his discharge," she said, "in behalf of our sex. Let
him be convicted, and the libertine obtains new license. Let
him be vindicated, and virtue acquires a new guarantee."

Mr. Sickles, Sen., made a feeling acknowledgementin reply
to the tallies. He saiil ho would not take upon himself the
responsibility of answering their inquiry, but he would make
known to his unfortunateson, this spontaneousact of sympa-
thy by a bfrnd of noble women, and was sure it would be
most grateful to his feelings.—Ex.

What wonderful sympathy ! How anti-christian I yet it
is just tho thing for the times. Who ever heard of a com-
pany of ladies going to express their sympathy for a "dishon-
ored woman ?" Oh, by the way, there is no such thing as a
woman's being dishonored by a rake of a husband. But who
will go and tender Mrs. Sickles sympathy ? She has needed
it this many a year;—she has need of charity, lOVe, counsel
and sympathy. She should have these, all these, for hiding
from the world the crimes of the man she called husband.

She knew and felt, as all sensible souls feel, the degradation
' of being life-linked to a man who has unblushingly boasted

of the number of women he has ruined. Are there no fol-
\"owers of the carpenter'sson to go with gentle words to the
u

unfortunate woman—none to lend a hand to Jifr a fallen
mother and daughter, a ruined,lost wife out of the gulf of
misery"? Who are they 1 Where may they be found 1

SLANDER CASES.

Pittsburgh juries have just administered pretty severe les-
sons to neighborhood gossips. The chastity of a"Mrs. Allison
having been unwarantably talked about, she. brought slander
Huitsagainst a Mrs. Iiratt and a Miss Mills for damages,claiming
injury to the amount of $20,000. The reports put in circula-
tion by them were so outrageous and untrue, that in the ease
of Mrs. Iiratt.. the jury returned a verdict- for plaintiff of SI,
500. and in the ease of Miss Mills for $1.125. Both defen-
dants have considerable property, and Miss Mills is on the
wrong side of forty. Pittsburgh scandal-mongerswill be
apt to bridle their tongues a little closer in future.—Leader.

It is a terrible truth that there is a class of women who lay
claims to respect—womenwhose gear and tinsel are passports
into good society—who will plunder their sisters of their
precious possessions and send them forth, with blackened
names and broken hearts to brave the storm tempest of perse-
cution. These women would not, perhaps, rob you of your
purse, would not burn your house or lake your life ; but
open to them the door of your heart, or allow them to cross
your path and wo be unto you. They will condescend to
deeds, the thoughts even of which would put to the blush the
basest bar-room loafer. These unfortunate women are com-
paratively few, for humanity's sake, let God be thanked. Wo
trust the fate of their sisters—the Pittsburgh reputation
robbers—will induce them to beware how 11 icy give run to
their 1 ips.

WHO WROTE SHAHMAH?

Canyon or any of your readers inform us who wrote
"Shahmah in Search of Freedom ? Certainly the author
should not be ashamed of the production.

We are not able to state who the author of that most excel-
lent work is. If we were to be asked who would be most
likely to write just such a book, we should sav that we know
of no one of whose characteristic style it partakes so much as
Lydia Maria Child. She has been in the habit of giving her
name freely to the public, and, but for this, we should run the
risk of "guessing" it was from her pen. The style, the choice
of Oriental character, the inner impressions, the glimpse of
Swcdcnborgian faith, are all very much like her. We repeat
the question—who wrote Shahmah ?—Uhcfler C'wititv (Vn)
Times.

We can inform the Times who wrote Shahmah. We know
the author well, and "our children" love her for the dear good
stories she tells them. Mrs. Chil l is not the author, though
it is just such a book as she might be expected to write.

Tho author is a quiet little woman with a large soul brim
full of love and genuine goodness. We would write her name
but. it may be better that the book stand on its own merits.
Had Shahmah been in the hands of soino schemine, puffing
publisher, it would be regarded as the most readable and
meritoriousbook of the season.

She writes for the Agitator. Who can guess her name ?
She writes for bread. Her book is for sale at our office. 
TS ho will aid her and humanity by purchasing Shahmah 1

THE FELONS.

.if/The name.s of the'"Felons," as the indicted Obcrlinites de-
light to call themselves, who .ire now in jail, are as follows :

James Langston, John Watson.Simeon Bnshnell. Lorin
Wadsworth. Robert Windsor* Jacob R. Shipheril. John H.
Scott, Ansel W. Lyman, W. E. Lincoln, Henry Evans. Wil-
son Evans, David Watson. Eli Bovce, Jnmcs Bartlctt, Math-
ew Gillett, O. S Wall, Daniel Williams. Henry I1!. Peck,
James M. Fitch. Ralph Plumb.—XnlionalDemocrat Cleveland.

Call these men "felons" to-day if you will—send them to
prisons—blacken their fair names—scout the "higher law,"
and denounce the sympathizers with the "felons;" but the
day will come when God's holy law will not be held in deri-
sion. The time is coming when it will not bo a crime for a
man to steal himself—the time is coming when judges and
jurymen will not dare convict men for aiding their brothers
in escaping out of the hands of the task-master. "Felons!'1
Would to heaven the world had a few more just such felons,
These brave men are yet to be numbered among the world's
Messiahs.

L. B. W iiiGfir, editor of the Michigan City Enterprise has
ceased from his editorial labors. We regret this freak of Mr.

Wright, for his enterprising paper has come to us as fresh a id
original as Spring blossoms. T. Jernegan, Esq., takes his place<
If ho is the original of a picture that hangs upon Memory's
wall, we shall still look for an excellent weekly journal.

Blessings on both brothers.

Mrs. Hyzer's communicationarrived too late for this issue

H. F. M. Brown will speak in Rochester, N. Y.,
May 1st; in Springfield, Mass., May 22d ; in Bos
ton, Mass., May 29th. She may bo addressed,
Rochester, care of Mrs. S. A. Burtis. At Salina
(instead of Syracuse), care of Blrs. John Hutchin-
son ; at Utica, care of Dr. Caroline Brown; at
Springfield, caro of G. L. Randall; Boston, care of
Bela Marsh.

.  — i

n
" I heolooical Question."—A correspondent, who sub-

,f scribes himself "A great admirer of the Gleaner," says;
I noticed among the gleanings in your last, that " The bestcapital for a young man to start in life with, is industrycourage, and the fear.of God." Now, if it should not be con-sidered too much of a "theological question," I would ask ifreason and common sense does not teach us that, the love ofGod would be far better capital than the fnari For mv port< I see nothing in the character of God to fear, but everything to

] For the information of our friend, who, we trust, is scekin",, knowledge, we reply, that Webster's Dictionary, which is fufj
as good authority as Die Gleaner,, says : "In good men, the

• far of God is a holy awe or reverence of God and his laws,
J,

which springs from a just view and real love of I he divine char-
acter." And the Bible, which is far "better authority than the

j Gleaner, says, " I he frar of God is the beyinnivy of irisdoTtl.''
* We would therefore advise our friend, as soon as possible, to
I- learn to far him, that ho may love him.— Valley Gleaner, Lee
] itais.

We know that books are made by man, not even, excepting that which is called the "Holy Bible."
< Now, if there is a blessing beneath the sun trans-
> mitted to us direct from our Maker, it is Reason

Who but Him gave it us ? Render, think.' What
, but this raises man above the brute ? Shall we so

far divest ourselves of this Heavenly, attribute—of
all manliness—that through fear of the taunts of a
perverted public sentiment, or a blind, wilful love
of propagating own prc-conceived opinions, and the
heathenish notions of ancient times, we can willing-
ly surrender this divine gift ? Never !! Like the
noble, but misrepresented,Thomas Paine, we have
too much reverence and love-not fear—for God
to accept the authority of men in preference to that
of our Maker.

The correspondent is right, notwithstanding the
mpposerl authority the Gleaner has found in Web-
ster and the Bible. Fear is nothing more nor less
than dread, which usually arises from guilt or cow.
ardice; in it tliere is nothing desirable—everything
in love. If a good ruler has the love of his sub-
jects, he desires not their fear. Reason tells us it
is so with God. Love is not, cannot be, the off-
spring of fear. ^ is true one may fear, and after-
wards love, but not till fear is gone. A "holy awe
or reverence" is quite a different thing; and, al-
though we consider Webster better authority than
many parts of the Bible, written in ancient, hea.
thenish times, still how far popular opinion influen-
ced his definition is a question in one mind.

That there are many good things in the Bible we
knmv; that much of it was written by good men —

the most of it by the best of the times—we have no
doubt; yet we judge each branch of the tree by its
fruits—by what else can we judge them ? If a
schoolboy ten years of age should write a composi-
tion at the present day as senseless, or half as ol>-
scnee.as some passages which we can point out in the
Bible, he would be whipped, as he would deserve
to be ; or should a man print and offer for public
sale some parts of it, in the form of yellow-covcrcd
literature, he would .soon find himself snugly lodged
in a county jail. This, no man who has read the
Bible thoroughly, can deny. Yet such is the su-
perstition attached to that book, that people will be-
lie their own natural good sense, and when closely
cornered in an argument, resort to the old, wornout
expedient pf crawling out, viz ; " We are not made
to understand it all." And yet such a miserable,
ridiculous method of choking down their own
senses is insufficient to satisfy even the lisping
child, who naturally asks of what use it is there if
we are not made to understand it, or why call it
holy?

Now, if others will look upon all within the covers
of that book as holy, why, then, they must; but to
impute some portions of it to direct inspiration from
Him, is a base and shameful libel on the Great God
who made the universe ; and if the Gleaner, itself, : ;
is not better authority than these, it authority is (gj
poor indeed. rjr

There are thousands of this opinion, but through^^

I
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3) fear of public censuro, dare not speak their minds

This idea of a tyrant God of fear rather than of love
is fast becoming extinct in Puritanic New England,
and Kcason is taking the place of Superstition, but
no faster than it should.

A Lover of Truth.

A PAMPHLET.

We have frequent calls for the papers containing
our views of marriage. In looking over the arti-
cles we are dissatisfied with their desultory char-
acter. Many points and some important facts have
for want of room, been omitted. We have conclu-
ded to revise, re-write, add and extract, and then
publish a pamphlet, entitled, " The True and False
Marriage, the Cause and Consequence."

The cost of publishing will be §50. It will there-
fore be needful to sell them. Those who inny feel
disposed to aid us in exposing shams and in rais-
ing humanity to a plane above Washington Trage-
dies and " Matrimonial Brokerage," will do us a
favor by sending orders and cash. It is ready for
sale.

Price, single copy, postage paid, 6 cts ; 20 for
$1,00; 45 for 82,00; 70 for $3,00 ; 130 for $5,00.

All orders should be sent to the Agitator office,
Cleveland, Ohio.

NOTICES.

James Cooper, M. D., will speak in Akron on
Sunday, May 15; Copley the 17th and 18th. Per.
sons wishing to secure his services can address him,
Bellfontaine, Ohio.

Dr. Gooper will receive subscriptions for the
Agitator.

For Sale at this Office.—The Principle for
two years bound in one volume, $1,00 ; one year
bound, 50 cts.

Mrs. S. Maria Bliss will lecture on all the vari-
ous subjects that have been presented before, to.
gether with Physiology and Phrenology, entranced
by Spirits, and will examine diseases.

Address her at Springfield, Mass.

Warren Chase lectures in Adrian, Mich., May
loth; Battle Creek, Mich, May 22d ; Ilarmonia,
Mich., 26th and 27th ; Kalamazoo, Mich., May 29th
Grand llapids, June 2d, 3d., 4th and 5th; Grand
Haven, June 9th and 10th.

THE BHIDGE OP SIGHS.

One more unfortunate,
Weary of breath,
liasljly importunate,
Gone to her death I

Take her np tenderly,
Lift her with rare.
Fashioned so slenderly.
Young, and so fair !

Look at h".r garments
Clinging like cerements ;
Whilst the wave constantly
Drips from her clothing;
Take her np instantly,
Loving not loathing,—

Touch her not scornfully ;
Think of her mournfully,
Gently and humanely ;
Not of tin; stains of her,
All that remains of her
Xo\v is pure womanly.

ilake no deep scrutiny
Into her mutiny,
Hash and undutiful ;
l'a-it all dishonor,
Death h as left; on her
Only the beautiful.

Still for all slips of hers,
One of Eve's family—
Wipe those poor lips of hers,
Oozing so cLunily.

Loop up her tresses
Escaped from the comb,
Her fair auburn tresses ;
Whilst wonderment guesses
Where was her home ?

>1 _

Who was her father ?
Who was her mother ?
Had she a sister ?
Had she a brother ?
Or was there a dearer one
Still, and a nearer one,
Vet, than all other ?

Alas for the rarity
Of Christian charity
Under the sun 1
Oh 1 it was pitiful
Near a whole city full,
Home she had none.

Sisterly, brotherly,
Fatherly, motherly
Feelings had changed;
Love by harsh evidence,
Thrown from its eminence ;
Even God's providence
Seeming estranged.

Where the lamps quiver
So far in the river,
With many a light
From window and casement,
From garret to basement,
She stood, with aniazeine it,
Houseless by night.

The bleak winds of March
Made her tremble and shiver ;
But not the dark arch.
Or the black flowing river ;
Mad from life's history.
Glad to death's mystery,
Swift to be hurl'd
Any where, any where
Out of the world I

In she plunged boldly,
No matter how coldly
The rough river rail-
Over the brink of it,
Picture it—think of it.
Dissolute man !
Lave in it, drink of it,
Then, if you can !

Take her up tenderly,
Lift, her with care ;
Fashion'd so slenderly
Young, and so fair !

Ere her limbs frigidly
Siflfen too rieidly.
Decentlykindly,
Smooth and compose them ;
And her eyes, close them.
Staring so blindly 1

Dreadfully staring
Thro' muddy impurity,
As when with daring
Last look of despairing
Fix'd oil futurity.

Perishing gloomily,
Spurr'd by contumely f
Cold inhumanity,
limning insanity
Into her rest.—
Cross her hands humbly,
As if praying dumbly,
Over her breast I

Owning her weakness,
Her evil behaviour,
And leaving with ineeknesss,
Her sins with her Saviour.

CONMOM POLITENESS.

People have a perfect right to jrejcct a news-
paper and to ignore the doctrines it advocates;
but those who have enjoyed the advantages of a
school of good manners, will treat with respect
those who chance to differ from them in religious

O

opinions, Apropos to these remarks, wc have a
subscriber iu Chagrin Falls, and so of course send
the paper. Wo had not the most distant idea
that it was misdoing in that doing. But to-day the
paper was returned with the following written upon
it:

"Chagrin Falls, Ohio. G. S. Bell is in Mich, and
has been for four years. Don't send the thing
any more."
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THE CODE OP HONOR.

Sickles killed poor Key from a sense of honor,
i The act was required of him by the Code. What

we should do without the Code, Beelzebub onlv
I knows. Do without it, perhaps. Its chief function
j is to regulate the killing of people, and make it res-
pectable. Not only respectable to kill, but respec-
table to be killed. A man who is killed according
to the Code has no right to complain. He can tell
of it as he crosses the Styx without blushing.

Had Sickles followed his instincts, his victim
might still have been alive. But the Code would
not let him follow his instincts. It don't believe
in instincts. They are vulgar. And, moreover, are
apt to be manly. It deals—the Code docs—in no-
thing but honor. Wounded honor! This is its
staple. Sickles's feelings were all right; they were
not wounded, in the least; but bis honor had been
touched. So the Code had its backup at once, and in-
sisted that he should become a murderer, .and then
all would be well. His honor would be satisfied,
and Mrs. Sickles—but no ! Mrs. Sickles wasn't ta-
ken into account. She was only a woman. She
might go home and die. What could she know
about honor?

Sickles didn't want to murder Key, but the Code
made him do it; wrote him anonymous letters, and
insisted on bis doing it; in fact, stood by and saw
him do it. And Mrs. Grundy, who believes in the
Code—in fact, believes in nothing else—says it's
all just as it should be, and that if Key didn't want
to be killed he had no business to be found out.
The Code never troubles people till they are found
out. It has no objection to seduction, to adultery,
to treachery, or to any other crime, till they are
publicly exposed. Then the Code is wide awake,
and on its mettle.

But for the Code, Mr. Sickles would be hung.
Hung by the Opposition Code. As it is, he will go
unpunished. He stuck to the Code, and the Code
will stick to him. It he behaves himself the Code
will allow him to return to Mrs. Sickles. He wants
to now, we are told, but the Code wont let him. If
ho staysaway a little longer she won't let him. And
she would be right, though the Code don't think so.
The Code made Sickles perform the little farce of
taking away his wife's wedding-ring. It was very
Codish, that. And Sickles did it with great eclat.
" Well done," everybody said, "Bravo !" He did
not return his ring—the Code would have been
shocked at that— he only took back hers. Took it
back indignantly, and made up a great virtuous
face about it, as if he had done something sublime,
and the Gods were applauding him for it. Poor,
Code-stricken Sickles ! The next day he wanted
to send the ring back to his wife, but the Code
wouldn't let him, unless he first broke it in twain,
So he broke it and sent her the pieces. Another
farce. There's nothing pleases the Code like a
good farce. Anything simple, straight forward, and
honest, oftends it. It is contrary, in fact, to its
principles. That is, if it have any principles. But
the great difficulty with the Code is, it hasn't any.
It simply represents the Icnccst state of public sen-
timent Jor the time being. Hence its popularity
iu Washington, which is the moral cesspool of the
nation.

Whatever a man does spontaneously, from the
promptings of his nature, even from the activity or
vehemency of his passions, is entitled to a certain
degree of rcspcct. It is at least honest. But
whatever he does in obedienca to a Code, or from
fear of public ridicule, is entitled to nothing but
contempt.

And the same with woman ; for she, too, has her
Code. The Code-Grundv. All her life-time, and
down to her very grave, she stands in mortal fear
of Mrs. Grundy. It is Mrs. Grundy just now who
makes her persecute Mrs. Sickles. Her natural
instincts would lead her to fly to her sister's rescue.
But Mrs. Grundy won't lot her. Mrs. Grundy iu-

| sists that she shall shrug her pretty shoulders, pout
her pretty lips, lift up her pretty hands, denounce
Mrs. Sickles as the vilest of creatures, and thus do
what she can to break her heart, and send her,
crushed and bleeding, to the tomb.

But wo have no patience to pursue the subject.
If men and women will allow themselves to be made
fools of by society, and its miserable Codes, we
suppose there is no help for the matter. It may be G
well, however, to call attention to the fact.—Satur-J*
clay Press.
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Palmyra, Wis., April 7th, 1859.
My Dear Agitator.

After a short trip in tho cast, accompanied by

my brother, A. J., we both returned to Chicago. I

have come to Palmyra to the homo oi my parenta>

and am enjoying the birds and flowers in the conn- <

try. Not ninny flowers yet, but tho little fresh

buds are bright tokens of their coming. I am very <

happy here, and feel at rest from the busy cares of

life. Truly I am free, for I have donned my bloomer 1

which always disappears as I leave homo to go out '

as teacher, and remain iu the closet until I return. 1

In the morning I am off for a romp, to see how '

much new strength I can find. Put this is such a

prudish world, and old Mrs. Grundy hists me to

hide when the neighbors come in. Perhaps the !

reason may be called the respect she has for them, 1

and therefore does not wish to shock their modesty.

But, 'tis 'sweet to have a fine free run and frolic> |

and manufacture an imaginary gymnasium all by

yourself once, twice or thrice a year, This I do

when I visit the "old folks," as they are not pru-

dish nor orthodox now, as they were a few years

ago, but are very happy in the enjoyment of new

light and life. Three Spiritual papers, aside from

the New York Tribune and the American Agricul.

turist, grace the home table ; numbered amongst

them is the Agitator, which they prize very highly

indeed, for its bold, noble spirit.

By the way, my father asks me a question, which

I will repeat to you for an answer. He asks why

Helena Miles calls herself by the name of the man

she so much disliked, and therefore is unable to abide

with him? It cannot be that one so good and true

as she is a man's mistress, and yet she follows the

custom of calling herself so. e think, dear Agi-

tator, that a Miss is always a Miss just as much as

a Mr. is always a Mr., and we feel that it would be
decidedly becoming in yeur Editress to agitate tho

question of woman's identity, and the propriety of

representingherself from the cradle to the grave

by the use of her own single name, and thus never

take a man's name because he is her husband. So

that if she cannot remain with him for dear humani-

ty's sake, let her return to herself and to her own

name, and like the prodigal son, determine to "sin

no more." I have something further to say to you,

(if you and your readers would like to listen,) upon

this question of identity, but not now.

I am to be in the beautiful Forest City the 1st of

May. Previous to that time it is my intention to

visit some places in Michigan.
TVhen once again in C., I think I shall persevere

in seeing how many good people I can collect toge-

ther who will pledge themselves to be true to the

"Child's Cause," and lend their aid in carrying on

the Sabbath School already begun. The children

now can sing. I trust with such a beginning,
they

may be organized and teachers selected, together

with a proper superintendent, and the work be car-

ried on. It is my prayer, that I may find this all

done when I return. If so, I will certainly not be

found dilatory in performing my part.
L. Higgins.

remarks.

Mr. Higgins asks why " Helena Miles" still re-

tains the name of the man she called husband. We

suppose she keeps the name as a punishment for the

wicked deed she did in resigning herself, name,

&c., at the altar. We see no good reason why a

woman should resign her father's name, nor any

reason why a child should not be called by the

blessed name of its mother instead of the father-

When we change our name we will take our mother's

maiden name and pray to be worthy of it.—Editres8

Agitator.

" Wrong ever builds on quicksands, but the Right
To the firm center lays its moveless base.

PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISM.

KlIMBEll ELEVEN.

In this communication we are to consider the
second cause of evil, or error arising from spiritual
communications.

Ignorance of the laws which govern the spiritual
as well as tho physical world.

The idea of special communications from the In-
finite—that is, of communicationsgiven to one in-
dividual for the benefit of another, or of all other
individuals, presupposes one individual to be nearer
infinite than all others, which wo have shown to be
a false position. We do not deny that the Infinite
could communicato to one individual, that of which
all others would be ignorant, but we claim, that in
order to do this, infinite power must be extended
to prevent all others from knowing it. Now we
claim that such an exercise of infinite power, would
be contrary to the idea of infinite justice, and would
constitute infinite injustice ; for the fact that all fi-
nite intelligences are equal in their infinite relations,
is what constitutes infinite Justice. Now the will
of the Infinite is tho law of finite existence, and
consequently also of finite condition, and to say
that He wills a thing to be is equivalent to saying
that the thing exists. The assertion, then, that
the Infinite has told our finite intellect, that which

Ho wills another to know, and which this other

does not know and cannot know, until told by the

first, is an absurdity; and not only an absurdity,

but if it is a thing which is essential to the happi-

ness of the other to know, or for which he is to be

punished by the Infinite if he does not know, the

doctrine is a blasphemous charge, or denial of infi-

nite justice.
But all finite intelligences are not equal in their

finite relations, ond consequently one finite may

know that of which another finite is ignorant, and

the knowledge of which he is unable to impart to

him; for being subject to the law of the finite he is also
subject o the law of finite condition, and however

much he may will to impart his knowlodge, his will

cannot create the necessary conditions.
We arrive, then, at this conclusion : That a fi-

nite intelligence can only impart information to

other finite intelligences when the requisite condi-

tions already exist, but cannot create the conditions.

It follows, then, that a finite intellect can impart

knowledge to some other finite intellects, but can-

not impart knowledge to all other finite intellects,

and the conclusion inevitably follows :

That when any spirit, directs one individual to

inform other individuals, of what he wills in regard

to those individuals ; such declaration or instruc-

tion, is equivalent to an acknowledgement or dec-

laration on the part of the spirit making it, that he

is not infinite, It follows, then, as a matter of

necessity growing out of the law of finite existence

and infinite justice, that all communications made
'

by spirits to man, either ancient or modern, have

been made by finite beings. And that the evils
! which have always arisen from spiritual communi-

cations, have arisen from not understanding this

law. Now every finite being is wanting in these

attributes which the Infinite alone possesses, viz .

He is located in space, or not Omnipresent; He
; is limited in knowledge, or not Omniscient; He is
3 limited in power, or not Omnipotent. Now spirits
' being finite, and wanting in the above attributes, it
1 follows, that they may be mistaken in things which

1 they claim to know, or fail in ability to impart to
3 others that which they do know, or those to whom
"

they attempt to impart it, may not be m a condition

8 to receiveit. ,
» Is it not, then, rather a matter of surprise, that

a person possessed of an ordinary amount
of com-

mon sense, should without question believe every

thing told him by a spirit ? Are we to give up all

exercise of our reason and common sense, to be led

 _ ; 1
like idiots, by beings, who, however good may be
their intentions, are liable to be mistaken, or to fail
in their efforts to accomplish their ends ? Is it not
more consistent that wo should treat them as finite
beings, and follow their direction just so far as rea-
son and common sense will justify, and no farther?

This brings us to the consideration of the third
cause of evil resulting from spiritual communica-
tion, viz :

Unqualified belief in whatever purports to be
spiritual communication, without instituting any
enquiry into the character of the spirit communi-
cating or the character of the medium through
which the communication is made.

Perhaps there is no weakness more to be guarded
against, than credulity. It leads persons into the
most ridiculous positions, and not unfrequently
into dangerous ones. It is the net of every im-
poster in which he ensnares the simple minded.
This believing whatever is claimed to be of spirit-
ual origin, or even whatever a spirit may tell us,
without any enquiry into his character or the char-
acter of the medium, is a most outrageous abdica-
tion of our manhood, and certainly deserves pun-
ishment if anything does. A lamentable example
of the danger of blindly following the dictation of
spirits, occurred some time since, when a person
starved himself to death through the dictation of
spirits, who promised him a higher state of devel-
opment, as a reward of his abstainence. He might
have been deceiving himself and no spirit was giv-
ing such advice, or he may have misunderstood the
nature of the development promised, and the spirits
may have meant by higher degree of development,
the separation of the spirit from the body. It has
been asserted that the spirits who gave these direc
tions were lying spirits. If so, how much more
need is there of the exercise of our reason and
common sense, in inquiring into their charac-
ter, and carefully examining the purport of
their communications. But the spirits are not
always lying spirits when they fail to accomplish
their promises. They fail from the same causes
that other finite beings fail, not from a want of
good intentions, but from a want of power to pro-
duce the required conditions. In other cases the
difficulty appears to be, that persons do not under-
stand the meaning of the communication, or the
nature of the development promised ; and being
led astray by the idea that there can be no danger
in relying on the promise of a spirit, they follow
directions without so mnch as bestowing a thought
on the nature of the result.

It appears that some media have united with the
Catholic church through the direction of the spirit
of St Ignatius Loyola, and St. Francis Xavier.
Now who was St. Ignatius Loyola ? a wild fanatical
religious enthusiast and the founder of the order of
Jesuits. And who was St. Francis Xavier ? He
was a religious maniac, the disciple of Lazola and
missionary to India. When he set out on his mis-
sion the road lay near the house in which his pa-
rents lived ; but he would not so much as turn his

eyes in that direction lest the sight should so ope-
rate on the weakness of the flesh, as to induce him
to take a last farewell of his mother, when he knew
he was never more to behold her face on earth ;
but he continued his journey barefoot and penni-
less. That he was really insane is the opinion of
all sober writers both Catholic and Protestant.—
We have no objections to persons uniting with the
Catholic church or any other; but when they offer
as a reason for so doing the command of the spirits
of such men as St. Ignatius and St Francis, we
must say that they give to the world the best pos-

sible evidence of their just right to a lodging in

an insane asylum.
But if it shows a weakness of mind so unpardon-J|

able that persons, who, like Eve, know nothing and.
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&ki are absolutely incapable of judging of the character

I
of any spirit either good or evil, are subjected to
even penalties for their folly ; how much more cul-
pable ought they to be considered, who, being pos-
sessed of common sense, wilfully ignore it all, and
believe without examination whatever may be told
them by a medium ? There are good reasons why
no faith should be put in what media say, without
the most- careful examination. First, the medium
may deceive you and lie, claiming to be under
spirit control when he is not, and he knows it.
Second, he may be honest and suppose himself
under spiritual control when no spirit is interfer-
ing with him; he may suppose himself under the
contJol of a certain spirit, when in fact he is under
the control of some spirit of a very different char-
acter from the one which he imagines it to be.

There is a story related in the first book of
Kings, 13 chap., which beautifully illustrates the
first of these positions. It is the story of the man
of God sent to Bethel to prophecy against the altars
of Samaria, and the old prophet of the Lord, of
Bethel.

In this story we have the account of one prophet
of the Lord telling a wilful lie to another prophet
of the Lord, when the first was not under spirit
control, and afterward when he was under spiritual
control telling the truth. There are certain facts
in this story which should never be lost sight of.

First: That prophets are no different from other
men, and that the fact of being controlled by a
spirit does not in the least alter the character of
the medium, any longer than during the time he is
under that influence, no matter who or what the
spirit may be who controls him. Second : That it
is no evidence that when a medium has been guilty
of wilful lying and deception, that he will never
again be controlled by a good spirit, or that he
never was controlled by a spirit.

All the confidence, then, which we ought to have
in the teachings of media, depends upon the same
rules which apply to the teachings of other persons,
viz : Is the medium a person whose character for
truth and veracity is such as ought to entitle him
to be believed ? Is he an interested witness to such
an extent that his interest constitutes a powerful mo-
tive for deception ? Are his relations in society
such as would induce him to speak and act falsely for
fear of the displeasure of his friends and compan-
ions ? Is the communication such as does not con-
flict with the known laws of finite existence, or the
fact of infinite existence ? If these questions are
satisfactorily answered, then the communication
may be true. But if it does conflict with the laws
mentioned in the last question, you need go no far-
ther, it is false. For it is an axiom that no two
truths are in opposition to each other. But if it
does not conflict with any known law, nor agree
with any, still it may be true, and we are then
bound to enquire if there is not a law competent to
govern this effect, and which has not yet been dis-
covered, before we are permitted to assert its truth
or falsity.

This brings us to the second statement, viz:
That the medium may honestly suppose himself i

under the control of one spirit, while he is under £

the control of another of a very different character. <
This is illustrated in the account of the death of 6

Ahab, King of Israel, related in the first book of £

Kings, 22 chap. We have not room in this commu- i

nication to relate this story and must request you fl

to read it from the Bible. It appears that Ahab i
had a number of prophets who were all under the r
influence of a lying spirit, and that there was one, v
and only one who was under a truthful influence. <3
There is no disputing the fact that the prophets of e

? Ahab spoke as the spirit directed and were con- g
pjkscienciously speaking what they supposed to be the s

Ajjtruth, and were highly incensed at being told that t,

they were not, but all their confidence did not alter
the case, the spirit lied notwithstanding.

Another feature which should not be overlooked
in this case of Ahab's is that it is a case of fortune
tolling. When Ahab had been told by Micuiah
what would take place, he endeavored to avoid it>
by wearing disguise, but failed as every one must
fail, who endeavors to prevent that which any one
knows will take place. I care not who or what the
intelligence is which knows that an event will hap-
pen, it is out of the power of any being, either fi-
nite or infirite, to prevent it. For he either knows
that the event will take place, or he only knows
that it may take place. For no being can know
that, that will take place, which will never take
place ; and if he only knows that it may take place,
he knows no more about it than any one else, for
the contingences which may prevent it arc hidden
from his view. The only use, then, which proph-
ecy can be, is to give evidence of the immutability
of the Divine government, and establish the fact
beyond the posibility of a doubt that the Ruler of
the Universe governs this world by no special provi-
dences. But the question of a future state is a
question of what is, and not what will be, and is a
reasonable inquiry.

We will proceed in our next to the examination
of our fourth cause of evil arising from spiritual
communication.

Chagrin Falls, Feb. 24th 1859.

THE CHILDREN'S CORNER.

Mary Green has sent the young people three
sweet poems. Here is one of them. I am glad
she has taken it into her head to send them to our
children for they are so good and dutiful and beau-
tiful and—so abused.

THE ARTIST BOY.

Bl' FANNY GBIIEN.

I twine a wreath for the Artist Boy—
A wreath of immortal fame—

And lie will bear it forth with jov,
And twine it around his name ;

There's a gift of beauty, a gift of power,
In this young spirit's God-like dower.

I see a bold and rugged height.
Crowned with a temple's dome of light;
And drawing up from light to life,
Is a cord wrought out from the film of strife ;
It is a clue both safe and strong,
That will lead thee far, and lead thee long.

Not thine is an eagle's wing to soar,
But to cliinb and strive for the jpon door—
To battle bravely with nameless ills,
'Mid summer heat and winter chills—
And to clothe each step from the outer night
With tho potent will of a conqueror's might.

Contesting thus each point that lies
Between theo and yon cloudless skies—
Ascending at each impulse strong,
With an eye of light, and a soul of song—
Unsated ever—still aspire,
While thy whole life is chanting, " Higher 1"

Covington, March lltli, 1859.
My Dear Children:—

The quiet street in which I live, with its low-
roofed, old, brown homestead, invariably built to the
ancient French fashion, the roof projecting suffi-
ciently in front to cover a gallery, around whose
supporting pillars are twined the wreathing honey-
suckle, or Cherokee rose, or some other of tho
many graceful vines, which aro indigenious to the
soil, and tho embosoming trees, of many varieties>
now in bloom, or, having cast their old leaves, are
now putting on their dress of lighter green, to bo
worn through tho spring time, (they get it dyed a
darker hue in summer,) with its back ground of sol-
emn, stately pines, and its foot washed by the silent
gliding waters of the Bogne Falaya, would perhaps
seem to you to lack life, or indications of more ac-
tive life, than a superficial glance would at first de-

tect. And so it has, I own, sometimes appeared to G
me ; but I have found a gay young spirit, who, flit-
ting here and there, sometimes elaborately garland-
ed with flowers, to gather which she has journeyed
across the picturesque bridge, which leads at once
into the merry green woods ; and, sometimes, danc-
ing gaily with her young companions on the soft
Bermuda grass which borders the street, some-
times stepping for a minute into her grandmother's
cottage to see if the love-light is burning, and
sometimes, with her dear spiritual brown .eyes,
looking earnestly into tho evening sky, as if she
would read there the angelic lore of love and beau,
ty, which is the atmosphere she lives in. This
young creature has illuminated the dull old street
for mc. I wish I could give you a picture of the
exceeding beauty of this child, but I can only de-
fine to you the ornament she invariably wears—it is
that rare jewel, Love. Step with me a moment in-
to the tidy cottage of her grandmother, whose lonely
life has but this one ray of sunshine, which her
dying daughter bequeathed to her when only five
months old. Observe the bed in one corner, with
its hangings and coverings of snowy whiteness, its
neatly-sanded floor, its cheerful blaze upon the ti.
dily-swept hearth, and tho old dame herself sitting
in the chimney corner, all form a pretty picture of
humble domestic comfort. The old lady will inform
you that she is troubled with rheumatism, and the
particular remedies she has made use of. But she
will not speak of her Sunbeam's mother, her only
child, who died in her young beauty of a broken
heart.

I am sure, my dear children, that you will realize
more fully the blessings of the reformed mode of
education,—which, I doubt not, you enjoy,—when
I tell you where I first found my little favorite and
that you will endeavor to be more loving and true
thus assisting in the great reformatory work in
which the wise and good are now engaged. It was
one of those clear bright evenings (at the north we
would say afternoons) which frequently shine cloud,
less upon us here, in the month of Feb., I visited
the village public school. The room was crowded
with suffering, imprisoned children, and the teacher
—a tall, athletic, powerfully-built man, with rod in
hand,—was doing his best to drive the God image
out of the trembling little wretches. Even such an
atmosphere could not extinguish the spiritual light
which continually plays around this lovely creature
—whose life on earth eight years will count. I in-
voluntarily selected her from the others, and have
not, from that moment, ceased to regret that a child
so delicate, so sensitive, so susceptible to the finer
influences, should ever be subjected to such rule.

Yours, affectionately,
Frances E. Hyer.

MISDIRECTED EFFORT.
How empty learning, and how vain is art,
But as it mends the life and guides tho heart!
What volumes have been swell'd. what time been spent,
To fix a hero's birth-day or descent !

The SriRiT Knew Best.—Appollos Munn (now
deceased,) on the occasion of his first visit to a
" medium," in a city over three hundred miles
from his residonco, and where he was quit sure
no one knew him, asked a number of questions
which [were answered with what seemed superhu-
man perspicacity, until he finally asked,

" Who are you that answers me?"
" I am your sister Lois."
"I nevor had such a sister—my sister's name

was Louisa."
" No, my name was Lois."
IIo loft the matter thus at a dead lock, and on

returning to his home, said—
" Mother, can I be mistakon as to tho name of

my deceased sister ? Though I never saw her I
supposed I could not bo mistaken|ns to her name." *

" It was jLais," quietly responded tho mother.—^
Springfield Age.
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^ OUR Ob 1< ICE.—Strangers visiting the city may find our

office in 11 small woodon building, on the south side of Supe- J
ior Street, nearly opposite the new Post Office.

We have for sale most of the Reformatory Hooks ; wo are
also, agent for the Principle, the Spiritual Age, Tiffany's
Monthly, and the Banner of Light.

DR. S. IS. SMITH'S
MAG N ETI C SALVE!

fT^lLE principal diseases for which this Salvo is recom-
I mended, are Old Ulcers, Scrofula, Salt-Rheum, Burns,

Chilblains, Fever Sores, Milk Leg, Rheumatism, Piles, Dys-
pepsia. Costiveness. Sprains, Broken Bones, Bowel Complaint,
Consumption,Bronchitis, Coughs, Colds, Felons, Erysipelas,
Pimples, Barber's Itch. Skin Diseases. Sore Eyes, Croup,
Sore Throat, Deafness, Scald-Head, Boils, Bruises, Ague in
the Breast, Ringworms, Teething, Corns, Bites of Insects,
Measles, Liver Complaint, Cancel's, Urinary Diseases, Painful
Menstruation and Obstructions, Pains in the Back, Pains and
Inflammations, Tooth-ache, Ear-ache, Sore Nipples. Closed
Tear-Duct, Baldness, Invigorating and preventing the Hair
from falling out.

For Bruises and Sores in Horses and Cattle it is Un-
rivaled.

For sale at the Agitator office ; price 25 cents per box, post-
age 10 cents.

PROSPECTUS.

THE AGITATOR:
A SEMI-MONTHLY JOURNAL OF REFORM.
It will be the Representative)of no party or sect. With its

" mottoes" for texts, it will go forth to uproot Falsehood and
present Truth. We would gather the good and help to de-
stroy the evil wherever found.

The degradation of Man, the destiny of Woman, and the
rights of Children, will be subjects for discussion. We hope
thereby, to right some of the wrongs that are cursing our
world.

If we fail to accomplishwhat we are hoping to do, our faith
will still remain unshaken in the righteousnessof the cause
we plead.

To the True and the Brave, to the lovers of God and Hu-
manity everywhere, we extend the hand of fellowship, hop-
ing to be recognized as a worker in the Master's vineyard.

SINGLE COPY,  81 M
Subscriptionfor three or six months at the same rate.
fS" All letters should be addressed to

Mrs. H. F. M. BROWN, Cleveland, Ohio.

STANDARD LIBERAL WORKS,

FOR SALE AT TEIE AGITATOR OFFICE.

The Theological Bee-Hive: or Book of Dogmas;
price 25 cents; postage 4 cents.

The History of David or the Man after God's own
Heart; price 10 cents ; postage 2 cents.

Common Sense Thoughts on the Bibe, for Common
Sense People, by Wiliam Denton. Second edition enlarg-
ed and revised. Published by Wm. and Elizabeth M. F.
Denton, Dayton, Ohio. Price 12 cents; postage 2 cts.

Marriage ; an Inspirational Discourse, delivered by
Miss Emma Harding, at the Melodeon, Boston, Sunday
Evening, February 13, 1859. Phonographically reported
by James M. W. Yerrinton. Price 10 cts.; postage 1 cent.

The Place and Mision of Woman ; an Inspirational
Discourse, delivered by Miss Emma Harding, at the Melo-
deon, Boston, Sunday Afternoon, February 13,1859. Price
10 cents: postage 1 cent.

The Religious Observance of the Christian Sabbath
not of Divine or Apostolical Appointment; by Dr. Thomas
Cooper, late President of Columbia College, S. C.; price 6
cents; postage 2 cents.

The Birth-Day of Thomas Paine; price 6 cents;
postage 2 cents.

The Age of Reason, by Thomas Paine; prioe 50
cents : postage 9 cents.

Vestiges of Creation; price 50 cents; postage 9
cents.

Shahmah in Pursuit of Freedom; or, the Branded
Hand. The most thrilling Anti-Slavery book written since
Uncle Tom's Cabin, and said by many to be superior to
that celebrated work : price $1.25 ; postage 25 cents.

Prof. Hare's Large Work; Experimental Investi-
gations of the Spirit Manifestations,<fec.; price $1.75; post-
age 30 cents.

Sketches from Nature, for my Juvenile Friends, by
Frances Brown. These Sketches are designed to interest
and elevate the young mind. Price in plain cloth binding
37 cents; half gilt. 50 cents; full gilt 63 cents; postage 8 cts,
A liberal discount to wholesale purchasers.

The Religious Aspects of the Age, with a glance at
the Church of the Present and the Church of the Future;
price 75 cents; postage 12 cents.

Voltaire's Philosophical Dictionary, New Edition,
wo Volumes in one, sheep. Containing 876 large royal
octavo pages, with two elegant steel engravings; price, $4

postage 65 cents. This is the largest and most correctedi-
tion in the English language, having besides the whole of
the London edition, several articles from a manuscript trans-
lated several years since, by a friend of Voltaire's, and others

^ translatedimmediatelyfrom the French edition.

^ The Jews of Moabites ; or the Festival of " Ashta
l-oth; a Tale of Palestine, by A. C. Middleton ; price 10
cents ; postage 3 cents.

1 >

Celebrated Free Thinkers—Biographiesof Ancient
and Modern Celebrated Freethinkers, reprinted from an
English work entitled " Half-liours with the Freethinkers,"
by " Iconoclast," Collins and Watts. Just published in
ono volume ; price 75 cents ; postage 10 cents.

Fourteen " Familiar Letters to John B. Fitzpatrick,
the Catholic Bishop of Boston," by An Independent Irish-
man ; price 18 cents ; postage 4 cents.

Common Sense: A Revolutionary pamphlet ad-
dressed to the inhabitants of America, 177G ; by Thomas
l'aine. To which is added a brief sketch of the Author's
Life ; price 20 cents; postage 3 cents.

The Gospel according to Richard Carlile, showing
the true Parentage, Birth and Life of our Allegorical Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ; price 10 cents; postage 2 cents.

Ilelevetius, or the True Meaning of the " System of
Nature," translated from tho French ; price 20 cents ; post-
age 3 cents.

The Baron D'Holbach's very Celebrated Work, en-
titled " Letters to Eugenia;" or a candid and critical exam-
ination of the prominent doctrines of the Christian Reli-
gion. A new translation,by A. C. Middleton ; price 75
cents ; postage 12 cents.

Paine's Complete Works in three volumes, with a
Sketch of tho Authors life, and a tine Portrait; prico $4.50;
postage 75 ccnts.

Syntagma of the Christian Religion, by Rev. Rob-
ert Taylor, with a memoir of the Author; price 50 cents ;
postage 9 cents.

Common Sense and Rights of Man, by Thos. Paine;
price 75 cents; postage 10 cents.

Essays and Treatises on various Subjects, by David
Hume, Esq.; with a brief Sketch of the Author's Life and
Writings. To which are added, Dialogues concerning
Natural Religion ; price $1 ; postage 13 cents.

The System of Nature; or, Laws of the Moral and
Physical World, by Baron D'Holbach, author of *' Good
Sense," etc. A new and improved edition, with notes by
Diderot; translated, for the first time, by H. D. Robinson.
Two volumes in one, price $1.25 ; postage 20 cents.

Good Sense ; or, the Natural Iaeas Opposed to Su-
pernatural ; being a translation from a work called " Le Bon
Sons," by Baron D'Holbach, author of the •• System of Na-
ture,'' the •' Natural History of Superstition," •' Christanity
Unveiled."and other celebrated works; corrected and care-
fully revised ; price 62 cents ; postage 12 cents.

Letters on the Laws of Man's Nature and Develop-
ment, by Henry George Atkinson, F. G. S., and Harriet
Martineau ; price, cloth $1 ; postage 12 ccnts.

Theological Works of Thomas Paine ; to which are
added the Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar, by J. J.
Rosseau ; and other miscellaneous pieces; price $1; post-
age 20 cents.

Reason, the only Oracle of Man ; or, A Compendi-
ous System of Natural Religion, by Col. Ethan Allen;
price 37 cents ; postage 4 cents.

A Review of the Evidences of Christianity; in a
Series of Lectures, delivered in Broadway Hall, New York,
August, 1829 ; to which is prefixed an extract from Wytten-
bach's Opuecula, on the ancient notices of the Jewish Na-
tion previous to the time of Alexander the Great; by Abner
Kneeland ; price, paper, 30 cents, bound 50 cents; postage
7 cents.

The " Electrical Theory" of the Universe, or the
Elements of Physical and Moral. Philosophy, by T. S.
Mackintosh; price, paper, 75 cents, bound $1 ; postage 10
cents.

A Legacy to the Friends of Free Discussion ; be-
ing a Review of the Principles, Historical Facts, and Per-
sonages of the books known as the Old and New Testa-
ment ; witli remarks on the Morality -af Nature ; by Benja-
min Offen, formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi-
lanthropists,at Tammany Hall, New York; price 50 cts.;
postage 12 cents.

True History of Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and others,
deduced from a review of the Bible. Also, Remarks on the
Morals of the Old and New Testament, and some of the
Ancient Philosophers,by J. M. Doisey; price 50 cents;
postage 9 cents.

Antiquity and Duration of the World, by G. II.
Toulman, M. D.; price 18 cents; postage 4 cent.

Spiritualism by Judge Edmonds and Dr. Dexter;
price $1.25 ; postage 25 cents.

Scripture Illustrations for Children; price 25 cts.
post paid.

Twelve Messages from the Spirit of John Quincy
Adams; through Joseph D. Stiles,Medium ; to Josiah Brig-
ham; price $1.50; postage 25 cents,

Spiritual Telegraph Papers, bound in four volumes;
price $3 ; postage 50 cents.

National Hymns; by A. Abner Kneeland; price
25 cents: postage 8 cents.

Defence of Abner Kneeland, Charged with Blas-
phemy ; price 50 cents ; postage 10 cents.

Evilcla; or the Maid of Midian : a Jewish Tragedy
in Four Acts ; founded on the massacre of the Midian Cap-
tives, by order of Moses; price 16 cents ; postage 3 cts.

Wat Tyler, a Dramatic Poem, in Three Acts; by
Robert Sout.hey, Esq.; prico 10 cents ; postage 3 cents.

The Deist's Reply to the alleged Supernatural Evi-
dences of Christianity,by LysanderSpooner; price 18 cts.;

A^omiSte^Ready Reoonek in Dollars and cents, to which
are added Forms of Notes. Bills, Receipts,Petitions Ac.—
Price, 25 cents; postage, 4 cents.

The Providence of God in History ; by L. Judd I ardee.
, Price, 10 cents; postage, 2 cents. , _ _r

The Kingdom of Heaven, or The Golden Age, by E. W.
Loveland ; price, 75 cents ; postage, 11 cents.

Discourses, by Mrs. Cora L. V. Hatch, with a Sketch of the
Author's Life. Price $1 ; postage 17 cents.

Volnky's Ruins, 50 cents; postage8cents.
Rights of Man ; by Thomas Paine ; 50 cents ; postage 8 cts.
Life of Thomas Paine ; 75 cents; pestage 10 cents.
Taylor's Diogesis; $1 ; postage, 16 cents.
Paine's Theological Works ; $1; postage, 16 cents,

do Political Works, in 2 volumes; $3; postage, 50
cents.

Common Sense Thoughts, by Thomas Paine; 20 cents; post-
age, 2 cents.

A Few Days in Athens ; 50 cents; postage, 8 ccnts.
The Infidel Text-Book, by Robert Cooper; 87 cents; post-

age, 12 cents.
PiiiLosoriiY ok Evil, by A. J. Davis; in paper, 30 cents; in

cloth, 50 cents ; postage, 10 cents.
A Kiss for a Blow, by Henry C. Wright; 37 cents. Illus-

trated, 62 cents; postage 8 cents.
The SniUT Minstrel ; 25 cents ; postage, 2 ccnts.
The IIarmoniad and Sacred Melodist,by AsaFitz; price

38 ccnts ; postage 7 cents.
Wiiat's O'Clook? an Examination Manifestations on the

basis of Reason and Revelation; price, 15 cents; postage
3 cents.

ILLUSTRATED MANNERS BOOK; $1; postage, 20 cts.
MARY LYNDON ; $1 ; postage, 20 cents.
ERRORS OF THE BIBLE ; Demonstrated by the Truths

of Nature, by Henry C. Wright; 25 cents; postage, 4 cents.
LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; or Autobiography

of Warren Chase; price, $1 ; postage, 15 ccnts.
DISEASES OF WOMEN, by T. L. Nichols, M. D.; price,

25 cents; postage. 2 cents.
LOVE, MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE; A Discussion,by

Henry James, Horace Greeley and Stephen Pearl Andrews;
price, 15 ccnts; postage 4 cents.

RELIGIONS of the WORLD, by T. L. Nichols, M. D.; G5
cents ; postage, 9 cents.

NICHOLS' MEDICAL MISCELLANIES; price, 25 cts.
HENSHAW'S NEW SYSTEM of COMMERCE; 10 cts.;

postage, 2 cents.
PSALMS OF LIFE ; price 75 cents , postage, 14 cents.
THE EDUCATOR; being Suggestions, Theoretical and

Practical, designing to promote Max Culture and Integ
kai. Reform, with a view to the ultimate establishment of
a Divine Social State on Earth, comprising a series of
Revealments from organized Associations in the Spirit-life,
through John Murray Spear ; price, $2 ; postage, 43 cents.

THE MAGIC STAFF; or Autobiography of A.J. Davis;
price, $1.25 ; postage, 22 cents.

THE PENETRALIA; being Harmonial answers toimport-
ant questions, by Andrew J. Davis; price $1 ; postage 23

THE PRESENT AGE AND INNER LIFE; by Andrew
J. Davis; price, $1 ; postage, 23 cents.

THE HARMONIAL MAN; by Andrew J. Davis; 30 cte.;
postage, 6 ccnts.

NATURE'S DIVINE REVELATIONS,Ac.; by Andrew
J. Davis; price, $2 ; postage, 43 cents.

THE GREAT HARMONIA; by Andrew J. Davis, Vol. 1.,
The Physician ; Vol. II, The Teacher; VoI.III, The Seer;
Vol. IV, The Reformer; price each. $1 ; postage, 20 cents.

THE PHILOSOPHYOF SPIRITUALINTERCOURSE;
by A. J. Davis; 50 cents; postage, 9 cents.

FREE THOUGHTS CONCERNING RELIGION; by
Andrew Jackson Davis; price 15 cents; postage 3 cts.

The PHILOSOPHY of SPECIAL PROVIDENCES,by
Andrew J. Davis; price, 15 cents; postage, 3 cents.

THE APPROACHING CRISIS; by A. J.Davis; 50 cts.;
postage, 13 cents.

AN EPIC OF THE STARRYHEAVENS; by Thomas L.
Harris ; price, 75 cents; postage. 10 cents.

LYRIC OF THE MORNING LAND; T. L. Harris; price
75 cents ; postage, 10 cents.

A LYRIC OF THE GOLDEN AGE; T.L.Harris; $1.50;
postage. 20 cents.

THE WISDOM OF ANGELS; by Thos. L. Harris ; 75 cts.
MARRIAGE and PARENTAGE; by H. C. Wright; price

$1 ; postage, 17 cents.
THE UNWELCOME CHILD; by Henry C. "Wright; in

cloth, 50 cents ; paper, 30 cents ; postage, 9 cents.
WOODMAN'S REPLY to Dr. DWIGHT. on Spiritualism ;

Stereotyped edition ; 20 cents; postage, 5 cents.
WITCHCRAFT and MIRACLES, by Allen Putnam; 25
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AN ATTEMPT TO REVEAL THE

ARCANA OF NATURE;
o R ,

THE LAWS AND HISTORY OF CREATION
Our Bark is Reason, Nature is our Guide.

BV HUDSON TUTTLE, Author of Life in the Spheres, etc.

THE first volume of this long expected work is now com-
pleted, and will be published as soon as a sufficient num-

ber of subscribers are obtained to guarantee the enterprise.—
It will receive no inflated recommend, but must speak for
itself. In justice, however, we would say that, small as it is,
it has consumed more than five years of incessant study. It
is based on the positive evidences of Science, admitting no
theory or hypothesis except supported and established by au-
thenticated facts ; thus taking positive instead of speculative
grounds. The great questions it treats and its contents, can
be learned from its preface. " Our plan is to demonstrate."

I. How the Universe was evolved from chaos by established

II. How Life originated on the Globe, and to detail its
early History through the Geological Epochs.

III. HowMan originated and detail his primitiveHistory.
IV. How mind originated, and the Laws by which it is
controled . , . .

V. Man an Immortal Being; that his immortal state is

overned by fixed and immutable L aws.
This volume will contain from 300 to 400, l2mo pages, and

will be sold for $1.25. The first edition will be furnished to

subscribers for $1. The friends will pkase send in thei

names as soon as possible, and those who will oblige, by actin^
as agents, will receive for every six subsubscribersone copy (
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