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The fashioning and conservant power o f Education.

“ ’Tis Education forms the common mind ;
Just as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined.”

Education does not create mind, but it gives it form, enstamps it 
with characteristics which it would not otherwise receive, and directs 
its energies, for good or for evil. Does not the parent, does not the 
nurse, does not the guardian, does not the teacher, does not the master 
mechanic, does not the employer of youth, see a sacred duty shadowed 
forth in the poetical aphorism which we have quoted? Do they not 
all see, in this sacred truth, a responsibility, the violation of which is 
awful to contemplate ?

There is no sane mind, matured by the lapse of fifty years, that can 
not go back to the infancy of some human being, and trace its path
way of life, up to manhood or womanhood. Most men and women of 
that age can thus trace the up-coming track of their own offspring.— 
And when they hold converse with their own interior selves, they can 
trace, retrospectively, from consequences to causes, and see where they 
have erred in giving to the young twig its bent—  in giving direction 
to the infant energies of an immortal soul. A  father can look back 
and see the impression which he made upon his child, when, in its 
presence, he suffered himself to become angry at his neighbor, and 
accosted him with abusive language, and, perhaps, committed violence 
upon his person. He can see where he suffered the boy to witness his 
foolish outburst of passion, even at inanimate matter, when he called 
upon God to damn a stick of wood, for rebounding and hitting his 

person, though his own blow gave it the first impetus. He can see 
where and when the stripling son heard him tell positive falsehoods 
about the qualities and value of a horse, a yoke of oxen, or other 
prof V'ty, which another person was about to purchase from him. He 
canine when and where he gave his opinion to the nearly grown-up 
son, that no man was fit to be entrusted with the management of pub
lic affairs, or to wield the elective ballot, who has not been successful 
in the accumulation of property, by taking from the laboring poor the 
greater moiety of their hard-earned guerdon. He can see when and 
where he expressed his opinion, in the presence of all the tender twigs 
of intellect around the family hearth-stone, that this life is all there is 
of human existence; that the idea of an Infinite Ruler of the Universe, 
is a mere phantom of human imagination; that the paramount object 
of life is to look out, temporally, for self-preservation, self-elcvatiou and 
self-aggrandizement; and that he who spends his time in speculating 
on the prospect of a future existence, throws away his only chance of 
enjoyment, and proves himseif a visionary or a dolt.

Another father can look back and see when and where he inclined 
the young twig to the faith that there is another state of existence at 
the conclusion of this; that there is an Infinite Ruler of the Universe, 
who wields the destinies of all his human creatures; that this Ruler 
created all existing things and intelligences, according to the counsel of 
His own omniscience; that He created man and gave him all the pro
pensities of his nature; that He created a devil for the sole purpose of 
tempting man to disobey the commands of his Creator; that, prepara
tory to this predetermined disobedience of man, over which, of course, 
he could have no control, He, the Creator, provided a place of ineffable 
misery, for the reception of every disobedient soul, where it will writhe 
and groan in never-ending aud ever-augmenting torment; that after thus 
arranging matters, this God of the Universe thought proper to adopt

a plan to save his human children from the sentence of eternal damna
tion, which He passed upon the whole of them, for the transgression 
which He determined every one of them should commit; that H e  
waited four thousand years— letting all generations go to perdition in 
the mean time— before He consummated His plan of salvation; that 
this plan was, that Ife would become the father of a child, whose 
mother should be a woman, and that He would pile all the sins which 
He had made his human children commit, upon the back of this unof
fending son, and cause him to be put to death, as an atonement for ail 
those sins; that this son was so punished for the sins of the whole 
human family; that this plan of salvation did not succeed in saving 
more than one in every hundred; and that all the remaining ninety- 
nine hundredths are still pouring into hell as fast as the wheels of time 
can carry them there. And this father can see, all along these chil
dren’s pathway of life, where he has taught them the imperative duty 
of loving this atrociously cruel and malignantly hating Deity, with all 
their souls.

Let it be understood that the first-named father vyas one who was 
brought up to the faith taught by the second-namgd father; that he 
could not possibly love such a God as the inculcated faith presented 
to him; that he reasoneu the subject, without any true guide, till 
he became what is termed, in orthodox parlance, an infidel, preferring 
the proposition that there is no God and no future existence, to that 
which recognizes a God with attributes infinitely demoniacal, and a 
futurity in which His children have but one chance in one hundred, to 
escape eternal and ineffable torment; and that the twigs of intellect 
which he has been bending, have minds greatly less cramped and dis
torted than those taught by the second-named father.

Now, all this is education. Every sentiment which is uttered by 
those who have the charge of infantile and youthful minds, is educa
tion; and the more the young mind loves its tutelary guide, the more 
deeply will be engraven upon it the teachings which it receives. And 
let no one flatter himself or herself, that his or her merely official teat fl
ings are to be received by the pupil-mind, in preference to that which 
appeared in the every-day and ordinary conversation and deportment 
of the tutelary mind. A  constant breeze will give to the young shoot 
a bent which will be permanent; whilst it will spring back from every 
flexion produced by fitful blasts.

Now, as every wise mind can trace back from all present conditions 
of mind, to the educational causes which produced them, and thereby 
prove to their own satisfaction that the young mind can not resist the 
impressions thus made on them, is it not uncharitable— is it not un
christian— is it not positively cruel, to reflect censoriously and even 
bitterly, as many do, upon those who give expression to the erroneous 
sentiments and soul-distorting prejudices, which they have imbibed 
when they have had no power of resistance? As well may a man be 
censured for the lusus natures which withholds a limb from his phys
ical organization, as for an intellectual deformity, produced by a false 
education. Hence spiritualists should guard against all promptings to 
retort upon revilers and scorners of the spiritual faith. They have 
early and deeply engraved upon their minds, the horrible dogmas above 
alluded to, which represent the Universal Father as being infinitely 
worse than the devil, who n He is said to have created for the purpose 
of luring human souls to perdition; and how can they possibly endure 
the spiritual doctrine, which represents Him to be an affectionate
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Father, whose love inwraps every human soul, and ultimately raises the 
most vile and debased, to the estate of archangels.

Out of the fuluess of the heart the mouth speaketh; and those who 
have beeu thus educated, and whose minds were of the plastic nature 
which could be molded by the fashioning hands of the orthodox 
teacher, must belch out their anathamal feelings against the idea that 
God is a loving Father, instead of the cruel tyrant which their early 
teachings have represented him to be. And so such ones must remain, 
till truth environs them like a girding ocean, leaving their cherished 
errors nothing to subsist upon, and to die of the natural decadence of 
their vitality.

A ll the moral errors imbibed under the teachings of the father first 
above named, are eradicable, and will give way under such reformatory 
suasion as appeals convincingly to the appreciative soul; providing 
always that the man or the woman be endowed with ordinary intellec
tual capabilities. A t  the same time, those religious errors imbibed 
under the teachings of the second-named father, are of a nature so 
tenaciously conservative that they refuse to yield to the most potent 
appeals of reason and truth, and, in many instances, never do yield in 
this life, nor yet in the life to come— as we are taught— till centuries 
of slow progression erase their deep engravings from the soul.

W hy is it that religious errors, imbibed from early teachings, are so 
much more tenacious than moral errors similarly imbibed? And why 
are the religious errors imbibed from the teachings of the first-named 
father, so much more easily renioved from the mind and replaced by 
truth, than those inculcated by the second-named father? W e answer: 
Man is naturally a religious being. All there is of him besides the 
animal, is from the higher spheres of existence, and thitherward tend 
all the aspirations of his soul. The young mind is a blank monochro
matic sheet, ready for the reception of any impressions or engravings 
which the artist may choose to imprint upou it. Whatever is there 
imprinted, which its nature readily receives, will re'main there; but that 
which is not natural to it, may be wiped out more or less easily.

It is not true that man is naturally a depraved being, ever inclining 
to evil; for this would be a reproach to Him in whom all perfection 
dwells. Hence moral errors cleave not naturally to the human soul, 
and are ever ready to give way to proper reformatory treatment.—  
The blank mind of youth may receive the impressions of moral wrong, 
with little resistance; but, not being natural to the soil of the mind, 
they will never take such deep root that they may not be removed.—  
Keligion being indigenous to the soul, its plants, whether wholesome' or 
noxious, will sink deep, and, in most cases, defy every effort to remove 
them. The mind, which, if not tlie soul itself, is its prime minister, is 
ever prone to soar to the realms of the spirit’s home, when not em
ployed in sublunary matters; and it receives early religious teachings 
with an avidity which proves its nativity, aud clings to them with a 
tenaciousaess which stubbornly refuses to yield them back, even to the 
hand from which it received them, whether they be truth or error.

The reason why the religious teachings of the first-named father do 
not similarly cling to the mind, is that they are merely negative. The 
positive teacher says there is a God, and He is an omnipotent tyrant 
and despot, delighting in the punishment— in the eternal torment, of 
His human children. This is deeply impressed upou the youthful mind, 
aud the more deeply, in proportion to the respect and love which it feels 
for the source whence the teachings come. The negative teacher says 
there is no God— no hereafter; and, consequently, there is nothing to 
make an impression. Hence it is that the so-called “ IufiJel” has his 
mind free from any of those deep religious engravings, and is ready to 
receive a positive truth, when it is made plaiu and acceptable to his 
ripened judgment And this tells why those who have never accepted 
any of the prevailing religions of the age, and have ever rejected the 
most important religious truths, because they found them in bad com
pany, are more ready than all others, to embrace the teachings of the 
spiritual philosophy, which is the only philosophy that ever presented 
a God worthy of love and adoration.

[ S a t u r d a y ,

Lecture Ho. 2, by Clara, the Spirit V ocalist.

-MISS BROOKS, MEDIUM. 1

I A M  D Y I N G .

Thus said the leaf, as its summer beauty was penciled o’er with the 
yellow tints of autumn, by the haud of change. I am dying, said the 
flower, as the sun stooped aud kissed the dew drops from its brow, 
while it began to droop beneath the power of change. I am dying, 
said the sparkling streamlet, as it danced joyously on while the burning 
sun was absorbing its pearly drops when gentle summer threw its tran
quil influence over the entire arcana of nature. I  am dying, complained 
the little streamlet, as its waters grew less; for the atmosphere, by the 
laws of creation, was thirsting for the crystal drops, that it might sustain 
physical creation in accordance with the laws of Deity. And I am dy
ing, was the complaint of the little bird, as the poisoned arrow had en
tered its innocent breast, and its heart’s blood was oozing out, drop by 
drop. Its moanings were heard by its mates in beaven; and as its 
chirpings seemed to breathe of auguish, a voice thrilled the silent air 
aud awoke the wounded bird from its slumbers of pain, and it raised 
and spread its gorgeous wings that it might fly to the canopy of hea
ven, there to pillow itself on the silken and pearly colored clouds of 
eternity’s home.

I am dying, said the little insect, as the foot of man had nearly 
crushed its life away. It murmured, I am nothing, aud a las! why was 
I so placed in the outer world, that I am not capable of rendering some 
good to the existences of nature? Little insect, thou to, art affianced 
to a living God, by the affinities which fill creation. Thou hast spe
cific positions and functions, to occupy and perform, in the creations of 
the outer world; and though man may wound and crush thee as a mere 
nothing, he fails to comprehend his God, and as thou art drooping, the 
deity of God is within; and when the elements of the infinite life of thy 
being have escaped from the finite constitution, in heaven thou mayest 
exist loved, because comprehended.

Alas! I am dying too, said the pauper, as the bleak winds whistled 
through his tattered garments. The cry went up to heaven, and angels 
gathered round; and there with his burning brow pillowed on the fro
zen ground, his arms clasping the mother earth as if asking for some
thing to love, lay an outstretched form of man, writhing in agony vhile 
yon mansion was filled with the echoings of joy. Poor pauper! thoH 
hast long traveled through the unknown windings of human wrong, 
while poverty has taught thee to brook human vice; and thou durst 
not listen to the archangel of thine own being, for fear the world might 
call thee deceitful aud avaricious. The ice-winds of error’s clime have 
wrung thy soul in deep sorrow while the bleak elements have nearly 
congealed thy every warm aspiration. But there is hope for thee; and 
though poverty has woru thy n antle and thinned thy robe, yet they are 
less oppressive than a monarch’s jewelled purple. Thou art nobler than 
the man couched within his princely chambers— brighter than the mon
arch surrounded by the diadems of royalty. Yes, soaring spirit, a con
scious light rises from the grave; and as the unfledged eaglet chips his 
shell aud freely breathes the mountain air, so hath thy poverty burst 
the chains of physical life, and thy soul ha3 awakened from its dull 
slumbers whore it has become a load-star of eternity, or true magnetic 
polarity, to which all truth points like trembling needles. Yes, thou, too, 
in immortal infancy, breathest the eternal fragrance through the spirit
ual and atmospherical exhalations of the home eternal, while thy soul 
welcomes the dawniug rays of truth, stealing so noiselessly into the in
ner being, aud fondly claspest the angels to thy heart; aud raising thy 
eyes upwards, thou exclaimest, I am no longer a pauper.

I am dying, said the monarch, as he lay on his velvet couch, rolling 
and tossing in the maddening excitement of disease. Change leaves 
not its work undone; and the monarch, as well as the pauper, must de
part from the scenes of human life, and soar still onward, through the 
spiral pathway of eternity, where, with rapture, the thoughts of home I 
and of God sweeten the present and brighten the future. Yes, the I
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mighty of earth must go where scicuce forever dawns on the powers of 
reflection, unclosimr each department of the mind to the harmonic 
beauties of heaven.

I am dying, said the humnn heart, as its pulsations and wild throb- 
bings began to cease. The rosy lips no longer will imprint the wonted 
kiss; the eyes will no longer glow with brightness and reflect the affue- 
tioual rays of the eternal soul; the form will lose its lightness, and I 
must die. Disease chills the warm tide which flows along my being; 
while health, affrighted, spreads her rosy wings and soars with the 
changing tide of time. Hope retires appalled, while the orb of human 
life dimly twinkles o’er the crystal dews of harmony; and, with its rays 
growing paler and paler, rules my senses with unbounded power; and 
my heart indulges the thought that I may live again. But my soul 
roams over fancy’s airy fields; aspiration flatters; while something 
within beckons me on, and my soul seems to sicken and, I lay me dowu 
to die. Some strong impulse vibrates in my heart, and whispers of 
friendships beyond the skies. Still I well remember those old walls 
where kindred hearts have roamed, where fraternal smiles were mine, 
and where friendship bowed at the shrine of truth; and oh! how can I 
die? And yet perhaps the fondest tear may be shed beyond the skies, 
where fairer words shall be spoken in affection’s silvery tone.

Tes, I am dying, throbbed the fast expiring human heart. A  thou
sand songs in tuneful echos, float on the silent breeze, and they whis
per, in their dying strain, in heaven will a sister’s gentle kiss press thy 
cheek— a mother’s love be thy house—thy eternal paradise? I hear— 
I wake— ten thousand voices fill the air, while every being echoes the 
self-same note; Awake! thou art not dead; but thy drooping mind 
has outrode the tempest storm of change; and beauty and affection 
now form thy heaven. Thus was the experience of the human soul; 
not dead, bat only stepped from the temple of human nature, to the 
eden of eternity.

Nature, too, like its subordinates, complained of dying. Its beauty 
convulsed with discord; oblivion’s blackened waters rolled over the 
blushing face of nature; while, in the cells of error, truth knew no com
ing. And stars, worlds and universes seem to tremble in their mighty 
mechanical revolutions; while, from every minute department in the 
bosom of nature, the cry goes up: I an* dying.

The unfathomable gulf of Hades seems to face the mind in eternity, 
when every emotional impulse seems to long for a heaven. Do the 
stars grow paler— the world less beautiful, and all nature less noble in 
its outward demonstrations, because the voice of human existence says, 
I am dying? Does this quench thy immortality, and crush that inner 
world of vibrating impulses, upon whose surface are incarnationed the 
radiant blushes of hope and purity,— peace and charity? Thought 
floats softly through the world of human intelligence, and its songs of 
love rise and mingle with the cherubims’ anthenmal song of eternal joy.

N ot dead, but only apart, in eternity, where change must forever ul
timate mind into something higher. There yon brilliant streams of 
truth sweep on in your unbounded revelry, through the universe of infi
nite expansion, until the aching soul shall be intoxicated with the sub
limities of eternity, and reel in the vastness of its own individual beauty. 
Roll on through the aerial universe of immortality, and let the lumin
ous belts of eternal truth span the entire heavens, while the atmosphere 
of echoes shall give way to their displaying radiations, which illume the 
present realm of progression. And as the halo from the realms of 
paradise radiates through the earth, it will increase the myriads of souls 
who ever behold God’s own image in themselves. Like an etherial 
night, error is receding from the heart, while the soul looks without and 
beholds much of heaven in the material world.

The false idea of death has made a weight upon the heart and a 
shade on the brow, which have followed mind from its first incarnation 
into the human form, up to its present ultimatum. Corrosive passions 
have racked the mentality; and the harpings of the past have had their 
fearful sweep over the mental world. Seraph voices have not been 
heard ’raid the tempestuous billows rolling over the world; and though
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they have rode on each white capped wave, they have not, through tho 
curtained eclipse of error, been heard, until the present century, save by
a few seeking souls.

The soul is borne, on wings which cannot tire, where truth thrills the 
soul with finer thoughts, and causes the electric blood of life eternal to 
course through the arteries of the inner self. The empires of eternity 
have at last been discovered, and the lone spirit of earth, yearning, as 
the captive, to escape and fly where beauty is recognised afar, wafting 
its native fragrance through the external skies, writing creation’s essays 
upon the human heart, where heaven stands transfigured in its divine 
perfection.

Mind nay deify the outer; but the inner soul is peopled with 
thoughts and inspiration which never were penciled on a Homeric page, 
or which the genius of Mozart or Dante never uttered. There is some
thing more of the human existence than purchasing others’ grief at any 
price. There is a nobler duty to perform than for an idle gratification 
to destroy true friendship; for Prometheus-like, from heaven aii angel 
stole and laid its gentle brow upon the human bosom, still asking for 
the heart’s purest love. Yet, like a treasure, we hug the chain of trea
son and suspicion, and its clankings drown the inspired notes of heaven. 
And shall the wild solitary notes of the soul sleep deep within, until the 
form shall recline in the grave, and till the soul speeds over the waves 
of change, to the brilliant dawn of eternity’s day? The shon(s of hu
man, mental, moral and intellectual slavery, sadden the skies, while na
ture blushes at the criminalities of the moral universe. Still strong ec- 
stacies of freedom fill the soul; and the brief era of wrong is ebbing in
to oblivion, while the rainbow epoch of truth descends from the mind 
oi Deity, and makes death but a quiet of the heart— a thrilling joy of 
eternity.

Man, in liia sensual fulness, shall not fall, for an angel exists in the 
outward, gazing with eager vision, to view the glories even of the ex
ternal empire of being, in its full appreciation of affection and wisdom. 
Along the rippling motion of affection’s outward stream, the waking 
strain of heaven floats on eolian wings, bids life’s pulses beat in harmo
ny, and kindles the spark of human love into a flame, as like a lone vol
canic isle it has long burned alone, sighing for a kindred soul to love 
and cherish its every feeling and true emotion.

The past is paved with the wrecks of friendship’s unfathomable 
thoughts which have been engraved upon its brow, and the tempest-tost 
mind has yearned fur its correspondeutial attractions of wisdom and 
goodness. The angelic hokt have rushed like the wind through its vis
tas, and truth, like the carol of the bird, has ceased and revived again. 
Like cavern winds, the hollow accents of error come up from the by
gone past, and seek their likeness in the present; and while misery 
wrestles with disgrace, man finds, in hope, a renewed caress, and finds 
that the mightiest must fall. And when summer twilight weeps itself 
away into deepening midnight, man feels the power of nature sink with
in his soul. As the dew on the flower, voiceless thought weeps itself 
iuto sympathetic concord, while the transparent tear trembles on the 
cheek of nature; not because harsh sorrow has entered the heart, but 
because eternal hope arches over the mental horizon, ever collecting 
the beauties of immortality into unity. Nature ever smiles around the 
soul, when its reeds of love are broken, and ever whispers: N ot dead, 
but only changed.

The maniac cry of the captive mind, has reached heaven; and from 
its noblest Edens, there comes the love of God, binding heart to heart, 
in affections dear, changing tears to smiles; sighs to diamonds; and 
sorrow' to the/living joys of Deity. The heart must die a martyr to 
truth, while its sweeter music seeks the past as time unfolds its destiny 
in obedience to the commands of nature’s laws. The soul mourns for 
immortality. Then let creation read its essays, that mind may become 
sensible of the loveliness and purity which glorifies its God— that it 
may receive Iiis legitimate truths,-and that it may forever breathe forth 
in expressive silence, that eloquence which penetrates deep into nature. 
And as over mind is diffused the omniprevalent element of purity, by
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this element may the human soul live and bloom in beauty, which for
ever proclaims its infinity and undying eternity. Very truly,

Clara.

R epublication of Lectures.

The following is by the Spirit of A nn H. J udson.
MISS BROOKS, MEDIUM.

T H E  C H R IST IA N  CHURCHES.

There is a being, infinite in wisdom, supreme and holy in bis position, 
in the spirit world. There is a kind protecting power, reaching over 
the infinitude of creation, engraving upon the bosom of nature the im
mortal principles and natural laws of a Divine Father. There are laws 
of association and attraction which bring departed spirits near to their 
friends and home upon earth, breathing strains of the noblest sentiments 
that ever swelled immortal bosoms, freely giving to man the noblest 
and deepest philosophy, uttered in the natural eloquence of immortal 
minds. This is a truth awakening proud thoughts in the humblest cot
tager’s breast, and is also penetrating the scientific mind with a deep 
and solemn consciousness of his duty to himself and to God.

The Christian churches of your land— what are they? W hat are 
their principles and influence upon the world? To say, theological 
Christianity has worked no good in the world— to say it has not saved 
many minds from viciousness and crime— to say it has never dried the 
mourner’s tears and imparted many religious hopes to their bosoms, 
would be straying from truth. Christianity has given many earnest 
souls the unfailing assurance of a Supreme Being and His eternal laws. 
When I was upon earth and sought the land of heathenism, leaving 
friends and my happy home behind, never more to behold friends so 
dear or my childhood’s home, and to sacrifice the happiness of social 
enjoyment for the poor pagan’s benefit, I thought I was acting in ac
cordance with the laws o f our Heavenly Father. I  worked for hu
manity, and my form now lies decayed on a foreign shore. When I 
called my flock together and taught them the scriptures—the word of 
God, as I then believed, I thought I was fulfilling the mission assigned 
me. But had I taken the simple flower, and taught those heathen men, 
women and children of its origin; had I taught them of the laws of a 
Divine Being, and that that flower was a part of God and would return 
to its giver, how much more sublime, how much more noble aD(I intel
ligent, would have been the thoughts awakened in those uncivilized 
minds. Had I, when gazing upon the ocean's broad expanse, when its 
vast waters ran mountain high, and was whitened with foam, or when 
its voice was as soft and quiet as the breathings of the infant’s slumber, 
taught those souls of a God, and that the ocean was an emanation of 
the divine essence, and has its type in the spirit land, how much more 
perfect and beautiful would have been their comprehenisons and con
ceptions of God and heaven. Had I taught them that the great crea
tions were brought into existence from an unknown source, aod by the 
workings of a mysterious power, and that God is the highest organiza
tion of matter, and from the laws of creation must be the invisible 
source of all existences, how much more truthfully would have been my 
teachings impressed upon those barbarous minds. Then, they might, 
through the ages of progression, have sought the Doblest proofs of a 
God, by the intelligence of nature and truth. They might, by science 
broad and deep, have learned the source of the power and magnificence 
of our Heavenly Father.

Christianity has done much in the development of the human mind; 
but the Christian churches of the present age are strangely deformed. 
W hat is their object of worship? and how near the throne of Deity do 
their prayers and oblations reach? Ask of the beings hourly clustering 
around you, and they will sorrowfully respond, not beyond their own 
rudimental sphere. Ask of nature, and the answer will be, not without 
the walls of their costly church. Is God the object of devout worship 
in the Christian church? or is money the inspiring theme? It is not 
false when I say gn, upon a Sabbath, to your churches, aD<f after the

so-called word of God has been preached, you will hear the demand for 
money. The contribution is taken up, and whoever feels disposed can 
give. Can money and God harmonize? Can the divine and infinite 
laws of Deity associate with the principles of such a church? and is 
such a church the true earthly sanctuary of our Divine Creator? No. 
God is the omnific, the sublime and incomprehensible Deity. From 
God all things have their being, and through His laws creations exist 
and nature smiles upon the harmonious whole of the Great Creator’s 
works. The capacities of immortal thoughts can only be unfolded by 
the power of nature and science. The conceptions of the spiritualist's 
mind rush with infinitely more speed and energy towards the living 
truths of nature than the theological mind. Your Christian churches 
are formed of the frosty marbles of mythology, while the spiritualist’s 
church is created by the truths of nature emanating from the spirit 
world. An increased illumination of truth will destroy the tyranny aDd 
superstition of theology, and wisdom shall reach from land to land, ever 
flowing from the fount of immortal life. Immortal inspirations diffuse 
through the spirit of man its own radiant beauty. Spirits of the de
parted hover around you, awakening in the immortal mind recollections 
endeared to them by early associations, by which they still prove their 
identity. Within the deep chambers of the heart the tones of the de
parted are heard, and time points its finger to the beautiful world be
yond, where hope, joy and love never forsake the immortal spirit. 
Years are passing. They mark each brow and shadow each heart. 
The departing hour lays its palsied hand upon the strongest mortal, the 
spirit seeks its future home, and men sing their requiems over the grave 
of departed worth.

Oppressed humanity is becoming free. The foundation of the uni
versal and future church of truth and wisdom, and of God, is laid. N o  
power can remove one stone from the basis of this noble structure. N o  
force of man can mar its glorious beauty— no theology— no tyranny—  
no ignorance can destroy its vital action. The law of love, harmony 
aud wisdom are its principles, and they teach man to love one another 
— to forgive and forget. The Christian churches will soon slumber 
with other fabrics of religious worship, and as progression is eternal, it 
will bring all men to study the elements of nature— the laws of the D i
vine Ruler, and all with the noblest conceptions of a future existence, 
will render their oblations to Qpd, beneath the noble and holy influence 
of the great and universal future church of wisdom and purity. Go on, 
ye missionaries of mercy. Let your works reach from nation to nation, 
and you shall have bright and pure messengers from the spirit world to 
care for and protect you in your onward course.

Affectionately, I am yours,
A nn H. J udson.

L ecture N o. 6, by E. C. Dayton.— miss brooks, medium.

TH E IM M ORTALITY OF M AN.

Under the powerful and constant direction of the laws o f construc
tion, there proceeds from the central mind, elements and substances, 
which go to form other creations, and these elements are constantly at
tracting their corresponding elements by the laws of affinity. These 
substances and properties of matter, condense and form systems of suns 
and planets. From the central point of accumulation of matter in 
each planet, the rudimental properties become refined, passing through 
the varied processes of development; and here we have our mineral cre
ations. By the constant vital action of bodies upon bodies and parti
cles upon particles, in the miueral creation, they not only create and 
generate vital substances, but ultimately lose themselves in the vegeta
ble creation; and by the same anatomical action, appropriated matter 
of higher combinations, loses itself in the animal organization, and the 
atoms of matter in the animal are eventually merged in with the con
struction and development of man; he being the grand ultimate pro
duction and union of these three distinct creations. Thus it is we ever 
discover in the constitutional tendency of all matter, a progression of
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to mend in consequence of her exercise; though generally entirely un
conscious of what she does.

I have very many neighbors aud acquaintances calling on me daily, 
to see the wonderful change in my dear wife’s condition; and I invite 
all who have any doubts respecting the wonderful change, and the man
ner in which it has been effected, to call aud see for themselves, and 
will engage they shall not go away dissatisfied.

One thing I had forgotten to name: that is; my wife’s back, or spine, 
had become very much curved, which is now' becoming straight. She 
is of naturally an intelligent and stroog mind, and has retained her natu
ral faculties through her sicknesr thus far. J. R. D avis.

T oronto, C. AY. Dec. 10th, 1805.
B ro . A lb r o : Having read, in the numerous papers, published in the 

States ami in these provinces, comments on a chalenge made by the 
mountebank, A nderson , I propose to accept his chalenge, and have a 
trial. My proposition is, that we will have a jury of twelve men, with 
well endowed and well cultivated minds, who shall be free from any 
religious bias. They shall be neither spiritualists nor religionists of any 
sect whatsoever. Before a jury thus constituted, I will take the affirma
tive, on the side of spiritualism, and the magician of the north shall 
take the negative. I  will call to the stand as many witnesses as I 
choose, to prove the truth of spiritual manifestations and communica
tions. And he shall call as many us he chooses, to disprove the truth 
thereof. AYe will, as in all adjudications between man and man, have 
the privilege of advocating our own cause, or employing others as we 
choose.

On my part, I  will prove that, in those little rapping communications, 
men and women receive intelligence of facts which are unknown to any 
mind present, aud which evidently cannot be known to any one. I will 
prove that writing media have similar intelligence communicated through 
them. I will prove that impressive media have similar intelligence 
communicated through them. I will prove that entranced media have 
intelligence communicated through them, of facts and circumstances 
which have come to pass on the opposite side of the Atlantic ocean, so 
recently that there was no other possible means of transmitting the in
telligence; and that they have, transmitted through them, prophetic in
formation of occurrences which do subsequently come to pass. I will 
prove that pianos, weighing (¡00 and 700 pounds, are lifted and handled 
as if they were as light as chairs, without human contact; and that 
tables and chairs travel around the rooms in which they stand, as if 
they had life and volition, with no mortal man, woman or child within 
reach of them. I will prove that pianos and other instruments of music 
are played artistically, and made to produce music of the highest 
order, without mortal contact, and that spirit voices— or voices that 
proceed from no mortal organs—sing in concert with them. I will 
prove that media who never read a book on any of the sciences, and 
who do not even understand the language ot science, or the terms used 
by writers on the sciences, receive lectures, through the raps, manifes
ting the deepest research of mind, in science the most profund. I will 
prove that epistles of one, two and three closely and beautifully written 
pages, have been produced, under circumstances which rendered mortal 
agency impracticable, and which defied the imputation of collusion. I 
will prove that drawings have been made on paper, with pen and ink, 
and on drawing boards, with colored crayons, beautifully representing 
the human form, face and countenance, landscapes, and numerous other 
objects, and that under circumstances which rendered it impossible that 
mortal hand or mind could have had any agency in it. A ll these things 
I will prove before the jury, by men and women whose veracity has 
never been doubted in any case, and whose oath would be taken in any 
court and in any case, in which life and death should depend on their 
testimony.

This trial shall be held in the city of New York. The jnrors shall 
receive five dollars per diem for their services; and all witnesses shall 
receive two dollars per diem, besides travelling fees. If I  succeed in

substantiating the facts above stated, the wizzard shall pay me the ten 
thousand dollars which he offers.

Now if the said wizzard will deposit the money in the hands of P ro 
fessor I I are , Judge E dmonds, or any banking institution, payable to 
the party gaining the verdict before the jury, he will have an oppor
tunity of losing his money, or of gaining a popularity which will he 
worth more to him than he can make by all the magic feats he can ever 
perform. E. Y . AYilson.

P rophetic D eclaration.
Early in the month of October, a little girl belonging to a Pres

byterian family residing at Clifton, near this city, was visited with a re
markable prophetic impression. She announced to her’parents that in 
two weeks from ;hat day, at nine o’clock in the morning, she should die. 
It was of course at first regarded by the parents as mere childish fool
ishness, but they soon perceived that she spoke with solemn earnestness. 
Her hand was controlled, aDd under spirit influence wrote down in de
tail ii structions for her funeral ceremonies, and for the disposition of 
her little possessions.fgEmbraeed in the funeral arrangements was a 
provision for procuring the services of the Rev. Mr. Giles, a Sweden- 
borgian minister, of wdiom she had never before heard. She spoke 
with great composure of her approaching departure to the spirit-land. 
A t the precise time which had been given, she died, and the family pro- 
deeded to comply with her written instructions.— Cincinnati Spiritual 
Messenger. ___________________ ___

Convincin'« E vidence.
A  distinguished member of the Bar, now a devoted Spiritualist, 

was for a. long time exceedingly difficult to convince that the phenome-» 
na which arc manifested at meetings of circles were of supernal origin. 
He was always ingenious in devising explanations, believing hliat most 
of the developments were emanations from the minds of the members of 
the circle— others the result of the operation of the odylic force— any 
thing indeed, rather than direct communications from Spiritual beings. 
At length on one occasion, when the fertility of his explanatory resources 
was exercised, a medium suddenly seized a small piece of paper, and wrote 
backward in a rapid manner, beginning at the lower right hand corner, 
the words, “Arc you now satisfied?” On examination, it tvas found that 
the words exactly filled the surface of the paper, and that not another 
word could have been introduced, even if an accurate calculation had 
been made, aud the writing carefully begun in the ordinary way.— lb.

Do it T horoughly.
There lives in New England a gentleman who gave the following 

interesting account of his own life. He was ail apprentice in a tin manu
factory. AArhen twenty-one years old, he lost his health, so that he was 
thrown out upon the world to. seek any employment for which he had 
strength. l ie  said he went to find employment, with the determina
tion, that whatever he did he would do it well. The first and only 
thing he found that he could do, was to black boots and scour knives 
in a hotel. This he did and did it well, as the gentleman now living 
would testify. Though the business was low and servile, he did not 
lay aside his self-respect, or allow himself to be made mean by his busi
ness. The respect and confidence of his employers were soon secured, 
and he was advanced to a more lucrative and less laborious position.

In course of time he was enabled to begin for himself a business 
which he carries on extensively. He has accummulated an ample for
tune, and is training an interesting family by giving them the best ad
vantages for moral and mental cultivation. He nows holds an eleva
ted place in t ie  community where he lives.

Young men who may chance to read the above statement of facts, 
should mark the success. The man’s whole character, of whom I have 
spoken, was formed and directed by the determination to do whatever 
he did, well.

Do the thing yon are doing so well that you will be respected in 
your place, and you may be sure that it well be said, “Go up higher.”
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The Buffalo Harmonial Conference.

On Sabbath last, we had a circle meeting in the morning, in accor
dance with our adopted regulations. There was some manifestations 
of spirit presence, and some spirit writing, at some of the tables. But 
we.think it is becoming evident that the development of spirit media, 
is much more appropriately the province of private circles around the 
family table. By this we do not mean that families should be exclu
sive, but that developing circles, embracing friends of different families, 
should be held in private houses, where the seemingly ludicrous con
tortions, jerkings and other demonstrations of the incipient media, are 
not exposed to the gaze of those ill-natured skeptics who join our A s
sociation for the purpose of finding something to ridicule. Spiritual

i s t s ,  who have been made acquainted with the philosophy of the de
velopment of media, know these demonstrations to be not only neces
sary to the development of many media, but constitutionally indispen
sable. This, however, is Greek to the uninitiated skeptic; and he sees 
nothing in it but rediculous fanaticism. It is our own opinion, there
fore, that these public developing circles would be better dispensed with, 
and that the time should be otherwise occupied. W e throw out 
this idea, not as dictatorial, but for the consideration of all the members 
of the Association.

During the morning meeting, the spirit o f A. A. B allou  made an 
unsuccessful attempt to get possession of his medium— Miss S cott. She 
not being in a condition to yield to his influence, he asked the privilege, 
through her hand, to control Mr. F orster  and make a brief address 
through his organs. He said he had the consent of his controlling 
spirits, and only required the assent of his will. Mr. F. bade him 
welcome; and, in less than a minute, ho had him under his-control, and 
spoke through him with great fluency and eloquence.

In the afternoon, according to previous announcement, the spirit of 
S t e p h e e  R. S m ith  took control of Mr. F., and delivered a discourse on 
the published text— Gen. I l l —7., which struck us as one of the greatest 
efforts of oratory and ratiocination that we ever listened to. And we 
are pleased to find that we are far from being in a minority, in this 
opinion. W e should have mentioned that after singing by the choir, 
at the commencement of the afternoon service, the spirit of A. A. 
B allou  controlled Miss S cott, and gave a brief but beautifully elo
quent address, which proved to be introductory to the lecture of Mr. 
S m ith .

After Mr. S mith  had concluded, aud after the concluding performance 
by the choir, he again controlled Mr. F. aud announced, by request of 
Professor D ayton, that Mr. B allou , and probably Mr. L u th er , would 
deliver brief addresses in the evening; and that, in consequence of this 
arrangement, and the indisposition of the medium, his—D ayton,— lec
ture would not be as comprehensive as he had intended it should be.

The day was a very stormy and disagreeable one, all through; but, 
in the evening, the storm was sublimely awful. Notwithstanding this, 
the hall was comfortably filled, and all things seemed to promise an 
evening of great interest and enjoyment. Mr. B allou , as was announ
ced, commenced the exercises, by a short invocation, which was follow
ed by one of his most eloquent addresses.

After this, Miss J uda h  being present, the spirit of M a r t in  L u t h e r  

thrilled the audience, for some fifteen minutes, with one of those bursts

of eloquence which come with such peculiar force and grace, through 
the organs of that extraordinary medium.

When Miss J udah took her seat, Mr. F orster, who was already un
der the control of Professor D ayton, was brought to his feet by that 
bright spirit, and the latter commenced his discourse on the text an
nounced in our last issue: Esther V — Id. l ie  proceeded with the
subject in a manner which promised that his lecture would be nothing 
behind that of Mr. Smith, notwithstanding the difficulties which he had 
to encounter. When he seemed to have become warmed up with the 
subject, and with (he evident interest awakened in the minds of the 
audience, the cry of fire was raised, the bells rung, the engines rattled, 
the ever-present voices of numerous urchins on the stairs and at the hall- 
door, yelled the cry, making many believe the fire was in that building, 
and half of the congregation was thrown into confusion, and boiled like 
an immense cauldron. Many dozens who rushed out at the cry of fire, 
returned to the hall again, making their boot-heeis as eloquent as horse
shoes on a stable floor, till they reached their seats again. It was deem
ed an extraordinary circumstance, by those who understand thcphiloso 
phy of spirit control, that, although Professor D ayton suspended his 
lecture till the confusion was over, he held control of the medium 
through it all, and resumed the thread of his discourse as if nothing 
had happened.

Those whose nerves were proof against the effect produeod by the 
shameful conduct of the boiling portion o f the audience, have express
ed their opinion to us, that, notwithstanding all the annoyances of the 
evening, Prof. Dayton’s lecture was inferior to nothing of the kind that 
they had listened to, from the mouth of the medium. For ourself, we 
»an express no opinion on the subject, as the conduct of a portion of 
the audience so harrowed our feelings that we were incapable of appre
ciating anything that was said.

In conclusion, we feel impressed to propose a remedy fur the contin
ual annoyances to which we are subjected, by the ill-bred deportment 
of many— both boys and men— who are in the habit of attending our 
meetings. We allude to those who come in and stay a short time, 
and then get up and march out, letting their boots and stogies make as 
much noise on the floor as they conveniently can, and returning into the 
hall, in the same manner. This shameful conduct is practised by a set 
of boys, and by some bipeds who should be men, almost continually, 
notwithstanding the repeated and respectful remonstrances of the pre
siding officer.

The remedy which we propose, is this: W e would require an admit
tance fee to be paid at the door, by every one who come without a 
season ticket, which season ticket should be purchared at a price to be 
established by the society’. There should be a ticket agent in the ante
room, who should sell tickets of admittance at three or five cents each; 
and the door-keeper should admit no one who does not present a ticket. 
This would involve the necessity of buying another ticket, if one should 
choose to go out and colne in again. This arrangement would save 
the necessity of collections at the close of service, and prevent the 
confusion made by those who make their escape out of the hall, when 
they see the collector coming. Under present circumstances, we see 
many who, for fear of being induced to contribute one, three or four 
cents, make their escape in the manners described. W e hope our friends 
will take this proposition into serious consideration, and be reudy to act 
upon it at our next monthly meeting.

Lectures on the Harmonial Philosophy.
W e give notice, thus early, that Professor B kittan , of the Spiritual 

Telegraph, will be iu this city on Saturday the 22d inst., aud give a 
course of Lectures on the above subject. It is not yet determined 
whether the course will commence on Saturday or on Sunday evening. 
Early notice will be given however, in this and other papers.

L ectures N ext S abbath.—Wc have received a letter from Mr. F ors
ter, at Lewiston,saying that Messrs. Dayton & S mith have enjoined him 
to stay in Buffalo over Sunday: and Mr. S mith sent us h is  text, which is 
Jude, Chap. I., verses 10th and 19th.
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A l ie w  Spiritual Publication.

W e have received Professor H a r e ’s “ Spiritualism Scientifically De
monstrated,” but, as yet, have only been enabled to look through its 
contents cursorily. The impression made upon our mind by this mere 
glance, is, that it will prove to be the most important, because the most 
convincing, work that has been issued from the Spiritual press. The 
prominent position which Professor H a r e  holds in the world of intel
lect, letters and science, and the depth and height and extent to which 
he has gone in the investigation of the spiritual phenomena and phi
losophy, must give to his book an extrinsic aroma equal to its intrinsic 
merit. Much was expected from the great ability of the author; and 
we think few will be disappointed in their anticipations.

When we contemplate this production and the mind whence it came, 
and then take that step from'the sublime to the ridiculous, and look at 
some of the Liliputian quill-drivers who elevate their noses and talk 
importantly of “The Spiritual delusion,” we can scarcely assent to the 
proposition that the germs homo can embrace such extremes.

To give our readers a taste of the qualities of the work, we copy the 
subjoined chapter from it.

H awks, in the Post Office, has it for sale.

Convocation of Spirits.

S ixty- four queries addressed to a convocation of worthies from the
spirit world; also, the replies gives by them, and confirmed under
CONDITIONS WHICH NO MORTAL COULD PERVERT.
Having received many pages of communication from my father, sister, 

brother, and certain other spirit friends, on the subject of the spirit world, 
and having been urged by him and other inhabitants of that world to pub
lish the information thus communicated, I represented, at a time when 
this honored being reported his presence, that I felt a reluctance at pub
lishing solely on the authority of my relations; and requested that certain 
distinguished spirits, who, as I had been told,had attended one of my lec
tures at Boston, should sanction a synopsis of the facts which I had learn
ed respecting the spirit world. (409 to 517.)

The propriety of my request being admitted, it was appointed that on 
Monday, the 18th of February, 1855, at nine o’clock, there should be a 
convocation of some of the worthies in question at the dwelling of the ex
cellent medium employed. Accordingly, soon after my arrival there, at 
the appointed time, my father reported himself, and the following names 
were spelt out as being present:

George Washington, 
J. Q. Adams,
Wm. H. Harrison, 
A. Jackson,
Henry Clay, 
Benjamin Franklin,

W. E. Çhanning,
H. K. White,
Isaac- Newton,
Byron,
Martha Washington,
Besides relatives and Iriends.

The queries subjoined were then read successively, pausing, of course, 
for an answer to each in turn.

The answers were given through an instrument analogous to that repre
sented by Fig. 1, Plate 4, and described on the page opposite to the 
plate.

Finally, after all the queries had been answered areeably to the usual 
conditions, a confirmation of the whole was given under test conditions, as 
explained in the page opposite Plate 4.

Relying on these conditions as competent to secure the issue against 
the control of the medium or that of any other mortal, the question was 
put, “ Have all the answers been correctly communicated?” In reply, the 
index moved so as to point to the word “Yes,” and the following address 
was made at the same time:

Friend, we have heard your questions, and severally affirm that we have 
answered them as recorded by you.

It is to be understood that all the subjoined inquiries were answered 
simply in the affirmative, excepting where a qualified answer made 
more words necessary than the word “ Yes,” by itself. The queries hav
ing been previously reduced to writing, the answers were writen down by 
me at once.

(1.) Is it true that within a space lying between the earth and the 
lunar orbit there are seven concentric regions, denominated spheres, which 
mav be called the country of spirits; that this country has all the features

of terrestrial scenery, but with a much greater beauty, even in the third 
sphere, while the beauty of the other four spheres is greater in proportion
as they are higher?

Ans. Yes.
(2.) Is it true that in those regions there are mountains, plains, rivers,

lakes, brooks, rills, trees, flowers, birds, beasts, and every attribute of the 
most admired portions of this lower sphere?

Ans. Yes.
(3.) Is it true that, by the higher spirits, music, poetry, and all the 

sciences and fine arts, are highly and zealously cultivated, and that the 
pleasures of social intercourse are more highly enjoyed than upon earth? 

Ans. Yes.
(4.) Are the narratives of the translation to the spirit world, which I 

have received from my sister, brother, 'William Wiggins, and the spirit 
Maria, to be relied on' as coming from them, and as correct in their repre
sentations of the usual process of transference to the spiritual world after
death?

Ans. Yes.
(5.) How many spheres are there, this world being the first in the

series?
Ans. Seven.
(6.) How many inhabited by spirits?
Ans. Six.
(7.) Are there subdivisions? if so, how many in each sphere?
Ans. Six.
(8.) Are the subdivisions equidistant?
Ans. Yes.
(9.) How are they designated?
Ans. Either as circles or planes.
(10.) Are they concentric with each other and with this globe?
Ans. Yes.
(11.) At what distance from the terrestrial surface docs the lower boun

dary of the second sphere, or first spiritual abode, commence?
Ans. Sixty miles.
(12.) Are the atmospheres of the spheres more rare in proportion as

they are more elevated?
Ans. Yes.
(13.) Do they increase in beauty as they are higher in the series?
Ans. Yes.
(14.) How are they illuminated?
Ans. By a peculiar sun within the spiritual spheres.
(15.) Is our sun visible in the spirit world?
Ans. No.
(16.) If lighted by a peculiar spiritual sun invisible in our mundane 

region, do the rays of that sun consist of undulations of an all-pervading 
ethereal fluid, analogous to that assumed to exist by the undulationists? 

Ans. Yes.
(17.) Or do they depend upon the last-mentioned fluid for existence?
Ans. No.
(18.) Are there not peculiar elementary principles appropriate, several

ly, to the spiritual world, and likewise to the material world?
Ans. Yes.
(19.) Is it not an error to suppose that any of the ponderable elements 

recognised by chemistry can contribute to the organization of the person 
of an imponderable spirit?

Ans. Of course, not without a loss of ponderosity, which involves a loss 
of identity or a transformation.

(20.) Is it not luminiferous matter which causes the effulgence of spirits 
analogous in its effects to that of luminiferous insects, though consisting 
of a spiritual material entirely different from those which enter into the 
luminiferous matter of insects?

Ans. Yes.
(21.) Are spirits in the lowest level of the second sphere destitute of

effulgence?
Ans. Yes.
(22.) Are they absolutely enveloped in a davk halo?
Ans. Yes.
(23.) Is reformation indicated first by diminished darkness, and sub

sequently by augmented effulgence?
Ans. Yes.
(24.) Is the sphere of a spirit known by the relative brightness or dark

ness of his halo?
Ans. Yes.
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(‘25.) Is the lower circle of the second sphere disagreeable as to its 
scenery?

Am. Yes.
(26.) Is spirit Maria’s description of the spheres correct? (505 to 523.)
Ans. Yes.
(27.) Does this feature lessen as the circles are higher?
Am. Yes.
(2d.) Do the last-mentioned circles presentan aspect less agreeable than 

that of our sphere?
Am. Yes.
(29.) At what point does the scenery become snperior to any in our 

world?
Ann. In the third sphere.
(30.) What designates the boundaries of the spheres, so as to make 

spirits perceive when they are passing through the partition between one 
and another?

Ans. Diversity of impression made upon the spirit.
(31.) What confines a spirit to his proper level, so that none can mount 

above it into a sphere to which he does not belong?
Ans. A moral specific gravity, in which the weight is inversely as the 

merit, prevents the spirit from rising above his proper level.
(32.) Are spirits of different densities rarer or more refined in constitu

tion as they are higher in rank?
Ana. Yes
(33.) Has the most dense or most undeveloped spirit any weight? if not, 

how are they denser than those who have progressed farther?
Ans. They are in the spheres heavy as compared with other spirits, but 

their weight would not influence a scale-beam in this mundane sphere.
(34.) If the lowest have no weight, wherefore are they more competent 

to give physical manifestations by moving ponderable bodies?
Ans. They do not act by weight, but all spirits, under favourable con

ditions and with certain means, possess, in a minute degree, a portion of 
that power possessed to an infinite extent by the Deity, of annulling gra
vitation, and vis inertire; and though they cannot exercise such powers 
without the aid of a medium, the medium is to them as an implement in 
the hands of a human being.

(35.) How are such movements produced consistently with the law that 
action and reaction are equal and contrary?

Ans. Gravity and vis inertia: being neutralized, the physical law of ac
tion and reaction does not prevail against the spirit volition.

(36.) Do spirits employ their limbs in effecting manifestations?
Ans. Not necessarily.
(37.) Have spirits a power of creating that which they desire?
Ana. Yes.
(38,) Like the genius of Aladdin’s lamp, can spirits within their spheres 

create habitations at their bidding?
Ans. Yes.
(39.) Does this creative power exist in the spirits of each sphere, or is 

it denied, as I have been informed, to those of the second sphere?
Ans. It is denied.
(40.) Is this creative power more extensive as the sphere to which the 

spirit belongs is more elevated?
Ans. Yes.
(41.) Are the spirits of the third sphere happy?
Ans. Yes.
(42.)Does happiness become greater as the rank of the spirit becomes 

higher?
Ans. Yes.
(43.) Do the spirits of infants go to the seventh sphere?
Ans. Yes.
(44.) Does an infant, dying before noticing any thing, go to that sphere?
Am. Yes.
[45.] Does it require care analogous to that given to infants in this 

world?
Ans. I t  is carefully instructed.
[46.] Do infant spirits come down and reside among kindred more or 

less, visiting, as it grows older, those mundane scenes which may compen
sate it for its loss of opportunities by premature death?

Am. Yes.
[47.] Does not the inability to communicate with ita kindred cause it 

to be unhappy under these circumstances?

Am. It is not rendered unhappy, in consequence of the peculiar man» 
ner in which such circumstances act upon the spirit mind.

[48.] Do such spirits, as for instance, those going to the other world 
while children, but having attained mature age, say forty, become com
panions for their parents and friends in the spheres who may have died 
after their maturity, or is there a too great simplicity or childishness?

Am. In purity and simplicity they are contented to live.
[49.] Is the love of children, who have died very young, as great to 

their parents and relations who remain in this world as if they continued 
to live in their society?

Ana. Greater.
[50.] Is there a deference shown to spirits on the same plane commen

surate with their superiority in learning, science, and wisdom?
Ans. Yes.
[51.] The object of marriage in this world being manifestly the per

petuation of the species; consistently with the preservation of refinement 
and the welfare of offspring, and there being no sach motive in the spirit
ual world, how can there be any motive for any such indissoluble ties?

Ans. Between spirits joined by matrimony in the spheres there is a 
greater blending of mutual self-love into one common sentiment than in 
any other friendship.

[52.] Have spirits any fluid circulating through an arterial and venous 
system, which is subjected to a respiratory process, analogous to that 
which our blood undergoes?

Ans. Yes.
[53.] As spirits are weightless, iB not this fluid devoid of weight?
Ans. Yes.
[54.] Has it any color?
Ans. No.
[55.] Does the gaseous or ethereal matter respired by spirits pervade

the mundane spheres?
Ans. Yes.
[56] Do mortals breathe it as a means of sustenance to their spiritual 

organization while encased by this “mortal coil?”
Am. Yes.
[57.] Does it supply the nervous system?
Ans. Yes.
[58.] Is it communicated to inferior animals?
Ans. Yes.
[59.] Do fishes require atmospheric oxygen while swimming, [water 

consisting of 8 parts in 9 of pure oxygen,] in order to get at the spiritual 
gas associated with the former?

Ans. The spiritual gas imperceptibly accompanying atmospheric air is 
especially necessary to fishes.

[60.] Creed is alleged to be productive-of no obstruction to ascendency 
in the spiritual world.

Ans. Belief, being an involuntary act of the mind, has no merit or cul
pability attached to it, excepting so far as it is the consequence or is pro
ductive of prejudices; the advance of a spirit is retarded by these defects.

[61.] As in the spiritual world there is no necessity, desire, or passion 
which spirits can gratify by violence or fraud, on what is virtue founded? 
Where there is no motive or power to do wrong, where is the merit to do 
right?

Ans. In the spheres, vice is displayed by the endurance of bad passions; 
virtue is manifested by love, purity, and the aspiration for improvement.

[62.] As the diversities of human character are clearly the results of 
organization and education, neither of which can be controlled by the 
human beings whose merit or demerit is the inevitable consequence, how 
can there be any culpability? It is true that a man can act as he wills; 
but is not his will the creature of his passions and reason jointly? If his 
passions be increased, will not reason be less capable of controlling them? 
and, vice versa, if his passions be enfeebled or his reason strengthened, 
will not his passions have less sway? Does it not follow that whilo we 
must in self-defence resist or restrain those who cannot govern themselves, 
should we not commiserate all who have the misfortune to be so bsdly 
constituted?

Am. We are no more able to answer that than you.
[63.] When a being virtuously constituted is murdered by one df the 

opposite character, who is most an object of commiseration? which is 
most favored as a creature of God? Is not the difference between three
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beings analogous to that between the dog and the wolf? Both creatures 
of Ood—one is to be extirpated, the other cherished, as an inevitable con
sequence of the laws of creation?

Ans. The victim is most favored.
[64.] Has not the analogy between a wicked or a savage man, and one 

who has the advantage of a good organization and education, a better ex
emplification in the case of a wild dog, and one brought up by a kind 
master, since the wild dog is reclaimable, may be reformed, and so may 
the bad or savage man. Hence, in the spheres, is not punishment or re
straint made with a view to reformation rather than as a retribution for 
inevitable defects?

Ans. Correct,

Bishop H opkins on Spiritualism .

A RUPLY BY JUDGE EDMONDS, AS PUBLISHED IN THE TELEGRAPH.

T he  Right Reverend Mr. Hopkins, the Episcopal Bishop of Vermont, 
has lately been delivering a course of lectures before the “ Young Men’s 
Christian Association,” of St. Louis, two of which he devoted to Modern 
Spiritualism, and to myself as connected with it.

He admitted the facts of the manifestations, conceding that they were 
not a delusion or a deception, but he avowed his own belief that the 
whole thing resulted from the direct agency of the Devil himself. He 
confessed he had never witnessed any of the manifestations, yet he 
claimed that he could fairly discuss the subject, etc.

This is the purport of his lectures, as I gather it from. the report of 
them in the St. Louis Republican of the 12th and 15th of November, ult.

As he has thus held me up to the world, denounced by a high digni
tary of the Church as acting under the instigation of the Devil, I trust I 
may be pardoned for saying a few words in defense of myself, especially 
as I will do so by confining myself to a brief a ttempt to show what 
Spiritualism is, and what it teaches.

1. It enables us to know the thoughts and purposes, the secret inten
tions and character of those who are living around us. Over and over 
again has this been demonstrated, yet I will venture to say the Bishop 
never heard of i t ; for if he had, he surely would be as ready as any one 
to see that, in this feature of Spiritualism, there is a better protection 
against, and prevention of, hypocrisy and false pretenses than all the 
preachiug in the world has ever afforded.

2. It enables us to feel and to know that our most secret thoughts are 
known' to the intelligence of the Spirit-world, whatever the character of 
that intelligence, whether for good or evil. It has been for years and 
centuries preached to us, that the Supreme Intelligence knows our every 
thought. Yet how few have actually realized it—how few have acted as 
if  they believed it, let the sins and perversions of mankind say. But 
now it comes so demonstrated that no man can doubt it. It is a tact as 
c.rtain as that the sun shines at noon-day. And I would ask, what 
greater prevension to vice can there be, than the thorough conviction that 
the deepest secrets of our hearts are all known to thj Intelligence which 
is ever around and near us, and can be disclosed to the world ?

3. It demonstrates the immortality of the soul by direct appeals to 
the senses. Hitherto the appeal has been to abstract reasoning to prove 
that; and what ill-sucoess has attended that effort, no man knows better 
than the Right Reverend gentleman himself. He has been a lawyer in 
his day, aud he is aware from iiis knowledge of the world, thus and 
otherwise acquired, that the greater portion of the educated classes among 
us have not yielded to the reasoning, and have been, to say the least, 
skeptical^ as to an existence after this life. But now the proof comes 
with a force like that which establishes the facts that the grass grows 
and the warer runs, and leaves no room for cavil in the sane mind. In 
the book from which the Bishop quoted so freely—though I am not 
advised that he quoted from that part—some twenty instances were given 
of conversions from an unbelief as to the future. Those were a few only 
of the cases which are within my own knowledge. They are numbered 
by hundreds and thousands within the knowledge of Spiritualists all 
over the land, and they show how powerful—how all-controlling is the 
argument in favor of man’s immortality—which spiritual intercourse 
furnishes—how much more convincing than all the preaching to which 
the subjects of such conversions have listened for years and years.

4. It demonstrates that the Spirits of our departed friends can aud do 
commune with us who are left behind. The substance of the Bishop’s

position on this topic is a denial of the fact, for he speaks of the “ folly 
and unreasonableness of supposing that the Spirits of our departed friends 
are suffered to remain on earth, and to mingle in the affairs o f men,” 
and of the “unhappiness it would be to them to remain among strifes 
and sorrows which they could not alleviate.” The same course was once 
taken bv this same Prelate in regard to the manifestations themselves, 
and it was “ folly and unreasonableness ” to suppose they were anything 
but delusion or deception.

But he, and many others of his calling, have been compelled to yield 
to the force of overwhelming testimony, and admit their reality. So it 
would be with him on this point, if instead of persisting in the ignor
ance of the subject [of which he boasts, for conscience-sake,] he would 
investigate for himself, or take the testimony of those who have investi
gated. He would then learn that the identity of our departed friends is 
too clearly made out to be doubted by a rational mind. He would see, 
too, how enduring is the love they bear to us still—that the cold grave 
does not quench its ardor, and that their care and sympathy for us is not 
removed at such an immeasureablc distance from us, as he wouid teach, 
but that it is ever around and near us, leading us on toward that goal 
which in his creed is too far off for us to comprehend, but is now bro’t 
so near that we can understand what it is, and learn how to attain it. 
He would learn that it would be no more a source of unhappiness to our 
departed friends thus to labor for our redemption from sin, than it is now 
for him in his ministerial functions to lead a sinner to repentance ; and 
descending from his lofty position on the Episcopal bench, to enter the 
brothel or the prison-house, and lift an erring brother to the light of the 
Gospel. He would learn to bear to the mourner’s heart such comfort as 
he has never yet borne, and to speak to it, in most effective tones, of 
righteousness and the judgment to come. He would learn then, if he 
has not yet learned, that it could be no such great unhappiness for the 
Christian mind to remain amid strifes and sorrows, where it could sym
pathize even if it could not alleviate and he would see, practically, that 
there is no sorrow for suffering humanity, which Heaven, through its  
messengers, can not heal.

5. It demonstrates also, that through this Spirit influence—be it what 
it may—the sick are healed, the blind are made to see, the lame walk, 
and “ devils are cast out” of those who are possessed.

These are some of the marvels which are now being worked in this 
laud by the influence which is stigmatized by this revered Prelate as of 
the Devil. There are hundreds' and thousands of witnesses of their 
existence around us everywhere, and every man who pleases can bchotd 
them for himself. I could enumerate many, veiy many instances, but the 
limits of this paper forbid, and I have yet a few words to say on other 
topics.

The Bishop says that “none of the so-called discoveries were even new 
to mankind as proclaimed or received truths.” In this he is in a great 
measure correct. The great law which underlies the whole spiritual 
philosophy is that proclaimed by Jesus of Nazareth—“Love God with 
all your might, and your neighbor as yourself.” Such is the law, which 
for eighteen hundred years the Christian world has professed to believe— 
such the law which over thirty thousand priests are weekly preaching 
from as many pulpits in this nation. Yet with what effect? Let facts 
answer. Out of a population of nearly twenty-five millions not five 
millions are professing Christians, and the sect to which this reverend 
Prelate belongs can not number one hundred thousand.

Is it not proper to ask why is this ? It is because there is not induce
ment enough held out to man to overcome the selfishness of his material 
nature, and to obey this law of his spiritual existence. Eighteen ceiltu- 
ries have demonstrated this, and it is high time that something should 
come to hold out such inducement. To perform that task is now the 
great mission of Spirit intercourse ; and it is, day by day, as fast as we 
are capable of receiving it, performing it, by so revealing to us the con
dition into which we are to be ushered after death, that we can not help 
realizing how necessary it is for us to obey the law in life. As the burnt 
child dreads the fire because it realizes the danger, so will man, when he 
shall fully realize what is the nature of the existence which is to follow 
this life, be ever on his guard against the temptations with which his 
animal nature constantly surrounds him.

This neglected function of the priesthood, Spiritualism is now per
forming in our midst.

And why not ? The Bible is full of it. An angel appeared to Hagar
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Gen. 1G; three, in the shape of men, appealed to Abraham, Gen. 18; and 
two to Lot, Gen. 1!). One e.allod to Hagar, Gen. 31; and to Abraham, 
Gen. ¿2; ono spate to Jacob in a dream, Gen. 31; one appeared to Moses, 
Ex. 3; ono went before the camp of Israel, Ex. 14; one met Balaam by 
the way, Num. 22; one spake to all the children of Israel, Judges 2; one 
spake to Gideon, Judges G; and to the wife of Manoah, Judges 13; ono 
appeared to Elijah, 1 Kings 1!); one stood by tho threshing floor of Oman,
1 Chron. 24; one talked with Zachariali, Zach. 1; one appeared to the two 
Marv’s at the sepulcher, Matt. 28; one f retold the birth of John the 
Baptist, Luke 1; one appeared to the Virgin Mary, Ibid; to the shep
herds, Luke 2; one opened the door of Peter’s prison, Acts 5; two wore 
seen by Jesus, Peter and James and John, Luke 9; and one spake to 
John the Evangelist, Rev. 22.

It will not do to say these were angels—a distinct order of beings 
from man, for those seen by the apostles were Moses and Elias, and that 
seen by John, though called by him an angel, avowed himself to be his 
fellow servant, and “one of his brethren the prophets.”

And now may we not ask, if man in the olden time could see and talk 
with angels—if, in former ages, the spirits of departed mortals could 
appear to and commune with those yet living—may we not, I say, ask 
wherein has man’s nature so changed that the same thing may not hap
pen to him now ?

Why ! how often in the ceremonies of the Bishop’s own church does 
he call upon his people to say, “ I believe in the communion of saints 1” 
which the articles of his religion say, “ may be proved by most certain 
warrants of Holy Scripture;” and yet that communion which is holy 
when spoken of, he would fain have us believe is evil when actually 
practiced!

Briefly, then, to sum up the argument : Spiritualism prevents hypoc
risy; it deters from crime; it reclaims the infidel; it proves the immor
tality of the soul; it recognizes one God, aud man’s responsibility to 
him ; it enforces the great law of the Creator, by inducements hitherto 
unknown to man ; it heals the sick ; it gives sight to the blind ; it cures 
the lame ; it comforts the mourner ; it enjoins upon all the utmost purity 
of life ; it teaches that charity which father mourns over than rejoices at 
tho failings of our fellow mortals ; and it reveals to us our own nature, 
aud what is the existence into which we are to pass when this life shall 
have ended.

And this we are taught by a reverend Divine holding a high rank in 
what he calls “ The Church of God,” is of the Devil! Alas ! if it be, by 
what sign shall we know the work of God ?

But the chief basis of the Bishop’s position, that spiritual intercourse 
is satanic, seems to be found in the revedations as to the spirit’s surround
ings, after it has passed from this life. These he denounces as gross, 
material, and of the earth earthy, and as conflicting with the sublime 
teachings of the Gospel, and therefore “Devilish.”

I do not learn that he paused to detail to his hearers what is the condi
tion of the future, according to the Gospel, as he understands it. I have 
known this attempted many times by Divines, but I never 'knew any 
two of them to agree in their description. Whereas, in these revelations, 
there ¡3 no discrepancy on this point.

I do not learn that in reading extracts from my book ho departed from 
the practice of his calling—namely, that of drawing particular passages 
from their context, and thus giving them a very different meaning from 
the true one—a practice which I do not hold very high either in law or 
gospel, and which I have often seen excite the smiles ot contempt among 
the intelligent minds in church.

Nor do I learn that he called the attention of his hearers to the reasons 
given in my book [Sec 62 of Vol. 2] for our faith in this subject, whereby 
they might have been enabled to judge for themselves, instead of being 
governed by their authority or mine.

But he seems to have contented himself with just so many and such 
extracts as would tend to prove his position; and let the rest go. But 
let that pass.

And let us inquire what is the great difference between us on this 
point, which makes my teachings » devilish,” “unchristian,” and “ posi
tively hurtful,” and makes his to be holy, and sublime, and God-like ?

He teaches that man, on dying, becomes suddenly and marvellously 
changed—that he passes far away from the earth, out of the reach of its 
cares, anxieties and affections—that he passes into a state of existence 
whese condition is entirely unknown, except that it is either unuttera

bly miserable or inexpressibly happy—‘that the state either of bliss or 
wo, into which ho is first ushered, never changes and is never-ending- 
ami that his condition of happiness or sorrow is not of his own creation, 
and can not be affected by aught he can do in this life, but is dependent 
—particularly in its happiness—upon a vicarious atonement.

On the other hand, I believe that man is the creature of progression— 
that, it is his destiny from his birth to progress on to eternity, toward the 
Godhead—that no man is exempt from this destiny—‘that while man can 
not prevent, he can retard or accelerate its consummation, and he can 
make the interval of progress for long ages happy or woful, as he obeys 
or disregards the law of his spiritual nature, which is love for God and 
man—that death is but a continuation of this life, and this life but a 
preparation for the next—that we pass into the next state of existence 
with all our faculties, memories and affections, as we have cultivated or 
perverted them here—and that we are for a while, until our minds grow 
to become elevated above them, surrounded by all those objects which 
would be calculated to give us the weal or wo we have earned for our
selves.

Such is, in brief, the difierence between ns. I will not pause here to 
ask which is most acceptable to the rational mind ? which is best sup
ported by Scripture ?

That would take too much room. But I will ask what is there in my 
belief that is “ devilish,” '* unchristian,” “ hurtful ?” And I will answer 
the question, not in my own language, but in that of one of the Bishops 
of tho Episcopal Church of this country—one who sits in the same 
House of Bishops with him of Vermont.

I extract from a sermon preached in Connecticut in 1852, and pub
lished.

“ I have now closed my argument, and would be glad if  time allowed
to pass to the survey of another most interesting question. What are 
the conditions of our future existence ? But as it is I can only allude to 
one or two general points, and then leave the subject to your individual 
reflection.

1. In the first place, provision will undoubtedly bra made hereafter for 
the culture and the exercise of all the intellectual and moral faculties of 
our nature. Heaven will not bra a monotony. All which belongs to our 
nature, that is not sensual and sinful, will there find free scope for its 
development. Nothing, tlien, which we learn here is lost. No elevated 
taste is cultivated in vain. No healthy affociion withers under the touch 
of death. There arc strains of melody, and sights of beauty and holy 
friendships in the spiritual world. Everything which God has made on 
earth, and which man has left untouched by sin, is only a symbol of 
something greater and more resplendent in reserve for the holy hereafter: 
What music will be heard in heaven ! what prospects will charm the eye! 
what thoughts will be uttered there! what emotions will be kindled 
there! what variety of employments and yet nothing servile, nothing 
selfish ! How is it then that we shrink from the future ? Why does 
eternity come before us as a cold, blank void—a sea without a shore, 
moaning and groaning under a starless sky, where the soul floats, like a 
helmless wreck, solitary and despairing ? Because there is a stain of 
corruption on the soul which needs to bs washed out—because the sense 
of sin makes us afraid.

2. In the second place we observe, that to the righteous the future 
will be a state of constant and unending progress. Tho law of this pro
gress may be essentially the same as it is now, only it will operate under 
greatly improved conditions. We shall never reach a point where we 
shall slop, and make no further advauce, for theu there would lie before 
us an eternity without occupation.

All mortal creatures are capable only of a limited improvement, 
because theirs is a limited existence. Man must advance forever, because 
he lives forexer. The time will undoubtedly come when we shall look 
back on all that we have acquired and done in this world, as we now 
regard the experiences of our earliest infancy, and we shall wonder that 
we then thought ourselves so wise.

3. And finally our future destiny will be in precise accordance to our 
deserts and character. We shall reap what we have sown. We shall 
begin our life hereafter as we close it here. There is no such thing as 
separating the man from his character, and there is no such a thing as 
separating the character from the destiny.”

Such are my sentiments, too ! Such are the principles which spiritu
alism teaches! And now, if they are “devilish,” “unchristian” and
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development and refinement towards a point of individualization, never 
losing its identity through the eternal ages of immortality.

There is no law that compels any object animated by an eternal life 
principle, to lose its individuality or identity. Through the various 
processes of refinement, matter is eliminated from the system, giving 
place to a higher order of matter; and the organization of man be
comes more perfect and complete. Spirits are differently constituted and 
constructed, aud do not gravitate to one position of development; and 
consequently they have no desire to be amalgamated with one another. 
That man is immortal, we have universal testimonials and absolute de
monstrations, in the developments of nature; and, through its laws, we 
have the sublime realities of an eternal existence. W e constantly see 
before us the atoms and elements of creation change and circulate, from 
the center of eternal power to the exteut of the various manifestations 
in creation.

Intelligence is the highest development of motion and action and is a 
perfect and immortal manifestation of the individual living principle in 
man. The mind cannot sleep with a perfect satisfaction, if higher evi
dences of the immortality of man are not demonstrated to its under
standing. Nature prompts the aspiring thought, and the mind goes 
upward and onward in richer contemplations of the eternal identity of 
man and of a spiritual existence. There is a true connection between 
the human soul and the spirit world; and all matter, elements aud the 
causes of man’s existence flow from the invisible world. According to 
scientific principles, we are led to conclude that all life and all the laws 
of gravitation and progression, and of the imponderable elements of na
ture, spring or originate from God. W e are constantly surrounded by 
organizations, each one occupying a specific and progressive position in 
nature, and all objects interchange and commingle with the elements of 
God, and constitute a distinct individuality. Man is immortal. As the 
germ, when it is deposited in the bosom of the earth, expacds and un
folds its qualities and essence into distinct forms of nature, so does the 
great germ of immutable laws expand and unfold its beauties into the 
spiritual organism of man; and, consequently, man is the highest incar
nation of the divine principle; and when he shall have become immor
tal, then his faculties shall more truly typify the divine origin of all 
thiugs. The great anatomical and functional laws of nature, in the evolu
tions of forms and structures consequent upon the immutable operations 
o f nature, constantly unfold vital particles and essences, which permeate 
all objects in and of ail creations. Man has a mission to perform in his 
progression and refinement, and these principles are undeviatiug and infi
nite; therefore, man must, in his natural tendency, follow these laws, as 
nothing exists which is not impregnated with the eternal life and vital 
action emanating from the great body of life and causation; and this con
nection completes the structure and establishes the immortality of the 
human - soul. And here we see the complete operation of the princi
ples and the forces of the anatomical laws of the material system. Man 
retains a harmonious aud united connection to the laws and elements 
o f God, and is eternal and immortal. His position beyond the rudi- 
mental existence, is determined by his spiritual development. The hu
man soul is immortal and sublime, ever drawn upward towards the 
higher glories of God, and contemplates more and more truly its own 
immortality.

There is a perpetual sublimation going on in the departments of na
ture. From the mineral creation we have, by anatomic ascensions and 
progressive development, our vegetable organizations; and from these 
our animal creations; and the last creations develope into intelligences, 
or man.

W e have our mighty chemical operations and actions, which are con
stantly acting upon the causes and elements of nature, now latent and 
yet to be evolved. W e have our vital substances: oxygen, magnetism 
and electricity, which are perpetually being organized into the formation 
of water and air, and eventually existing in the intelligent organism of 
man. Hence we see man is, and always will be. Every spiritual ele
ment of man is being constantly ultimated into immortalized principles

aud an eternalized construction. Oh! how vast and incomprehensible 
are the works of God and immortality! When human intelligence be
comes true to itself and to nature, tho works of our Heavenly Father 
will be comprehended. By [His laws He causes the tide to ebb and 
flow in our seas. He causes the birds to sing, the flowers to bloom, 
and gives to each a germ everlasting and infinite as the eternal ages of 
immortality. There is but one true God, and He acts and operates 
upon all creations in accordance with His eternal laws. On Him man 
is dependent for his existence and nourishment. Upon the elements 
of God, mao is dependent for that life and intelligence which makes his 
spirit immortal. E dgar C. D ayton.

Locki-ort, D ec. 9, 1855.
F riend A i.dro:— I am requested by a worthy friend, J. It. Davis, 

who resides one mile west of Hartland corners, in this county, to give 
you a description of a wonderful cure, or partial cure, of his wife, who 
has been afflicted, 29 years, with what physicians have called chronic 
rheumatism and dropsy. Mr. D aws and his family have many friends 
of a very respectable class of citizens; and they are beloved by all who 
know them. They were bred up on the Quaker platform, and have 
continued in that faith till a recent date. They now are, all of them, 
firm believers in the Harraonial Philosophy of the day; and feel very 
anxious to have the world know what spiritualism has done for them in 
the healing line.

I  have, in my possession, the original description of the case, with 
Mr. Davis’s signature, which he wishes to have published.

Yours, S etii W hitmore.

STATEM ENT OF MR. D A V IS.
The last seven years of the twenty-nine, she has been entirely con

fined to her easy chair. She has not lain down in that length of time, 
until about three weeks ago. A t that time there happened a develop
ing medium to call at my house, who, impressed with the idea that my 
wife could be healed of her infirmities, requested me and my daughter 
(a young woman) to form a circle with him and the patient; which we 
did, and which gave much relief at the first trial. They ascertained 
that 1 and my wife and daughter were all healing mediums, and we 
found that the influence amongst us all had a most salutary effect. She 
was much bloated, so that her skin over her body and limbs, appeared 
to look almost transparent; her joints all stiff, and nearly useless; her 
right arm coufined nearly down to her side; her shoulder and elbow 
could not be moved, only to show a nearly immovable joint in them; 
her arm kept up in a vertical position. She did considerable sewing, at 
times when most free from pain, by drawing her thread about six inches 
at a time. Her head was fastened down on one shoulder, and she could 
not stir it in any direction. In this manner she was coufined for seven 
long years; and myself aud daughter; with a hired girl, were obliged, 
some of us, to be almost constantly near her; and at night were obliged 
to be up with her from five to ten, and sometime more times, to help 
move and comfort her. But since being influenced about three months, 
with no other medicine or remedy, she has shrunk in size so that her 
clothes have had to be taken up at one time nine inches; and again to 
considerable amount. Her hands have got their natural form; the 
cords and joints are nearly as visible as ever they were. She can use 
her neck, and move it in any direction; get up and walk about the 
house, with crutches; help herself on and off the bed, and rest comfort
ably while there, and feels as if she again was almost a woman.

How much reason have we to bless God for this restorative law of 
nature, which, through spiritual influence, has brought about this won
derful change in the condition of my beloved wife. Oh, the pain we 
have endured on her account! The expense for doctor’s bills, medi
cines and nurses, have been oppressively heavy; but this was as nothing, 
compared to her suffering. I have expended about three thousand dol
lars and much time. But let them go. She can now slap her hands 
over her head; and while under influence, whoop and dance in true In
dian style, until she gets into a great perspiration; and she ever seems
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'hurtful ”  in me, pray ! -what must they be in the Right Rev. Bishop of 
Rhode Island, whose language it is that I have quoted ?

A few words on one topic more and I have done.
I can hardly believe the Bishop is correctly reportee when he is made 

to say that the law of the Scripture forbids our communing with the 
spirits of our departed friends, as well as dealing with witches and those 
having a familiar spirit. For I have never been able to find any sueh 
injunctions in Holy Writ, nor can I conceive how that can be, and Peter, 
and James, and John escape condemnation for beholding Moses and 
Elias, or John, in the Revelations, for communing with the spirit of 
,'oneof his brethren, the prophets,” or Saul obeying the spirit when 
struck with blindness on the way-side, or Peter, when listening to the 
injunctions to call not the Gentile u'nclean.

But it is true that in the law of Moses there are injunctions against 
dealing with witches, or those having familiar spirits. But does the 
Reverend Prelate mean that his Christian hearers shall understand that 
that law is still binding upon us ? He certainly must mean so, or he 
would not quote it as evidence of our “ unchristian”  deportment. See, 
then, where it would bring him. One part of that law must be as bind
ing as another, and yet, right by the side of that to which he appeals, 
are commands like these : Ye shall eat no manner of fat, Lev. vii. 23. 
Ye shall not eat of the camel, the hare, or the swine, Lev. xi. 8. When 
ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the earners 
of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest, Lev.
xix. 9.

Thou shalt not sow the field with mingled seed, neither shall a gar
ment, mingled of linen and woolen, come upon thee, Lev. xix. 9.

Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shall thou mar 
the corners of thy beard, Lev. xix. 27.

Regard not them that have familial’ spirits, neither seek after wizards, 
Lev. xix. 31.

The man who committeth adultery jwith another man’s wife, the adul
terer and adulteress shall surely be put to death, Lev. xx. 1 0.

A man, also a woman, that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, 
shall surely be put to death. They shall stone them with stones, Lev.
xx. 27.

In the 7th year there shall be a Sabbath of rest unto the land! Thou 
shalt neither sow thy field nor prune thy vineyard, Lev. xxiv. 4.

Ye shall hallow tbe fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all 
the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof, Lev. xxv. 10.

When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a battlement 
for thy roof, Deut. xxii. 8.

Thou shalt make thee fringes on the four quarters of thy vesture, 
Deut. xxii. 12.

A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord. Deut. 23.3.
Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant which has escaped 

from his master unto thee, Deut. xxiii. 15
And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, eye for 

eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for burning, 
wound for wound, stripe for stripe, Exodus xxi. 23—5.

Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live, Exodus xxii. 18.
Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his cause, Ex. xxiii. 3.
In six days shall thy work be done, but on the seventh day there shall 

be to you a holy day, a sabbath of rest to the Lord. Whosoever doeth 
work therein, shall be put to death. . . .  Ye shall kindle no fire through
out your habitations vpon the Sabbath day. Ex. xxxv. 2, 3.

But enough—enough in all conscience ! to show to the candid mind 
the basis on which this “ Right Reverend Father in God” rests his 
denunciations. No word of comment is necessary, unless it may be to 
inquire if we are entirely to lose sight of the later teachings of Jesus : 
*Ye have heard that it hath been said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth, but I  say unto you that ye resist not evil,” and of the consoling 
announcement, that on the command to love God and one another, hang 
all the law and the prophets, under the Christian dispensation ?

New York, Nov. 28, 1855. J. W. Edmunds.

—  ■We invite the attention of our readers to the advertisement of 
Dr. T bowbridge and Mrs. F inch , Clairvoyant Physicians. They come 
hither highly recommended for their diagnostic and healing powers; 
and we hope they will be patronized according to their merits.

The W ork of Christ.

We take the following article—which stakes us as much more spiritual 
than orthodox—from the New York Christian Inquirer, v h ch is the or
gan of the Unitarians of that city:

What volumes have been written, what sermons preached, upon tha 
Plan of Salvation, the Scheme of Redemption, the Work of Christ 1 Hands 
and brains have grown weary under the burden of the theme. Heads 
have nodded over the volumes and fairly succumbed to the sermons. Dust 
lies thick, in libraries, on the folios and the pamphlets, whose metaphy
sics, drier than crushed autumn leaves, were dust in eyes that longed for 
light, aud ashes to souls that sought for bread. Far more important than 
the truest view of the Plan of Salvation is the experience of salvation; to 
be redeemed, of infinitely more moment than to know ever so perfectly 
the Scheme of Redemption; to have a Christ wrought in us, a vastly more 
weighty concern than most completely to have guaged the purpose and 
work of Jesus; to know God, unspeakably more blessed and needful than 
to know all the metaphysics of God’s design. “Hungry and faint, men 
want not the theory of bread, but the bread itself.”  Yet the intellect 
will speculate and metaphysics have their fascination; the mind will try 
to justify and explain the experience of the spirit. Nor is it altogether 
useless. The true theory of bread may keep us from eating the unwhole
some; a knowledge of the Plan and the Way may help us to walk more 
courageously and cheerfully; a clear view of what is to be done may aid 
us to work with more alacrity, energy and success; the knowledge of 
what we are to expect may lead us to hope more justly, and more earn
estly seek.

So we take up the theme again. Not in the way of folio or sermon, 
but briefly, as we may in a newspaper article, we touch upon some of the 
theories and present our own.

1. It is a prevalent theory that the mission of Jesus was to reveal to 
the world certain religious truths and certain moral rules, of which the 
world was, to that time, ignorant. The Fatherhood of God; His essential 
love and readiness to forgive sin; the immortality of tbe human soul; the 
retributions and rewards of the future life; the brotherhood of man; the 
forgiveness of enemies, and the love of the neighbor—to reveal these be
fore unknown truths and rules of conduct is believed to have been God’s 
design and Christ’s work. But it does not appear that they were before 
unknown. God is called Father in the Old Testament a t least twice; the 
idea was not unfamiliar to the Greek and Roman religions; Paul quotes 
from a Greek poet the statement of man’s sonship. That God is love is 
the declaration of John, not Jesus. The forgiveness of sins is part of 
every “pagan” religion. The immortality of the humon soul is a univer
sal faith—is far more distinctly declared by Plato than in any recorded 
words of Jesus, and is accompanied in all religions with the idea of re
tribution and reward. The modern doctrine of the brotherhood of man 
is nowhere stated in terms by Jesus, is more distinctly declared by Paul: 
“If thine enemy hunger, feed bim,” and “thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” are both in the Old Testament, and the forgiveness of foes is 
taught in the Oriental religions; while many of the moral precepts of 
Jesus can be paralled in the writings of Jewish and heathen philosophers 
Moreover, the very manner in which Jesus enunciated his religious truths 
and moral precepts, indicates that he was not announcing them for the 
first time to a world as yet ignorant. They are generally uttered by him 
in an incidental and occasional manner, with personal and individual re
ference.

2. I t is sometimes said that Jesus came, or was sent, not so much to 
teach truths, as to set to men the example of a true life; that his teaching 
was his life. But if by his life be meant his actions, the incidents of his 
biography; if by example be meant deeds done that men might imitate 
them—and this is the usual acceptation of the terms—then we cannot re
ceive this as the true theory of the work of Christ. For nothing is more 
plain than that his example covers but a very small part of the occupa
tions of our life. Scarce ten men in a generation are placed in circum
stances to demand of them to follow literally the steps of Jesus, and imi
tate his actions. For the rest he has set no copy. Besides, had Jesus 
lived with this idea, it would have taken all spontaneousness and reality 
from his life. Moreover, an imitated virtue is not genuine or valid.

3. By others it is said that the Scheme, Plan, Work of Christ is to be 
found, not in his Teachings, or his Life; but in his Death—his official, sa
crificial, atoning Death. This is the mystery of the Gospel He came
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by that death upon the cross to exhibit the wrath of God against sin, to 
make an infinite satisfaction for the infinite evil of sin, to bear the penal
ty of sin, to make it possible (that is to make it just and merciful) for 
God to forgive sin, and so to reconcile God to man, and restore the fallen 
human race.

In opposition to this theory, we must say, briefly: That God is love, 
not wiath; that the sin of a finite being cannot be an infinite evil; that 
the death of a finite body cannot be an infinite satisfaction, and that the 
penalty of sin (according to this creed) is not the death of the body, but 
the everlasting death or torture of the soul, which it is not pretended that 
Chfist bore; that it is neither just nor merciful to inflict upon the inno
cent the punishment due to the guilty; that the retributions of sin are 
mainly interior, and cannot possibly be experienced by a holy being; are 
personal, and, in the nature of things, cannot be transferred; that it was 
already, and is always, possible for God to forgive his children’s sin upon 
their repentance and reformation; finally, that there is no proof that the 
‘‘race” was “fallen” through a federal Adam, and so needed to be restored 
through a federal Christ, it being more probable that the race has been, 
from the first, like the outward creation, imperfect, but advancing toward 
perfection.

If, then, Christ’s ‘‘mission” and "saving work” be neither as Teacher, 
Exemplar, nor Sacrifice,in the sense we have represented, what theory re
mains?

We will not reject, without substituting, and so we offer
4. Our own view, which wc must state as briefly as we have done the 

others. We believe that the essential work of Jesus was not didactic,but 
vital and dynamic; was not indoctrination, nor exemplification, but inspi
ration. He was, to those among whom he lived, and through them to the 
world, a ‘‘quickening spirit.” From his fullness of life, he animated and 
vitalized men’s spiritual and moral natures. He was a center of spiritual 
force which flowed out, under the law of influence, and saved, redeemed, 
ga7e eternal life to as many as drew near to him, seeking and willing. 
As the sun enters into the oak-leaf, the violet, and calls out their life-forces, 
so the virtue that went out from him entered into their souls, and new 
forces sprung into life within them. All that was highest, purest, truest, 
divinist in them was called out; new and nobler aims sprung up; sins fell 
off; evil habits loosed their chains; evil tempers were stilled; all holiness 
seemed possible, all sacrifices easy; God seemed very near, and all men 
dear. Of this spiritual force we are inheritors, through the law of trans
mission, being born into it, as it has been propagated, in widening circles, 
from generation to generation of living souls. v.

Further, when, as we read the record of his life and his image rises be
fore our imaginations, our hearts burn within us in heavenly desires, and 
our consciences are stirred with nobler motives, and our wills nerved to 
more generous striving; then, a more direct regenerating power is exerted 
upon us.

Still further, as Jesus still lives in the spiritual world, and still loves 
the race among whom he lived, yearning to save them, we believe that all 
who are in affinity of affection and purpose with him do, in accordance 
with the spiritual law of that affinity, receive of his spirit.

It was his interior life, his soul’s life, which Jesus gave to the world. 
And this life, as we believe, was not of the merely mild, passive quality, 
which has often been supposed, but was full of energy. His piety and 
his humanity were charged with vitality. He died a martyr’s death, not 
passively, but actively, accepting it. It was the crown of his consecra
tion; the final and triumphant test of the complete surrender of his will 
to God’s. And so life went forth from that, to.

Such, we believe, was and is the work of Jesus Christ. Hot so much 
to tell men truths, as to awaken their spiritual vision to see the truth for 
themselves; not so much to lay down rules of moral conduct, as to quicken 
the inner sentiment of right and duty; not so much to set the copy of a 
divine life,as to give the motive impulse which shall urge men to do their 
work as faithfully, as devoutly, as self-forgetfully as he did his.

But if we fall to worshipping him, he still says, why callest thou me 
good? it is not I, but the Father; and sends us to the Sun whence he 
drew light, to the Fountain whence he drank. He lifts men up, and leads 
them to God; but he does not stay, as some teach, perpetually between 
them and Him, sole and permanent channel of the Divine Spirit. But, 
having placed their hand in the Father’s, he goes to seek and bring other 
wanderers home, and leaves them to gazo, without veil, into the Father’s 
face, and hear without mediator, bis Word.

Free Love.

BY CORA WILBURN.

[ Written for the Woman’s Advocate.]
Love ii.doed! what a profanation of the sacred and the beautifull Love 

the angel-gueBt of the earth—heaven’s highest attribute—the mortal’s holi
est privilege, subverted to the dominion of vice, in all its gross and appa
rent hideousnesss; the veil wherewith it seeks to screen its false and delu
ding sophistries of too flimsy and too visible a texture. Without attraction 
for either heart, mind, or fancy, this new Mormonism yet dares, unblush- 
ingly to borrow an angel’s guise! And can this bo tolerated, silently en
dured, by the truly “ pure in heart?” Docs not indignation, the deepest, 
strongest, swell the hearts of those earnest truth-seeking spirits, the wor
shippers of the Beautiful, the votaries of pure and holy Love? And shall 
woman, the love-guided, the love-inspired, not indignantly repel the accu
sation that would so irretrievably darken her angel-nature by the substi
tution of a low, debasing sensualism, for her spirit’s divinest aspirations— 
for her soul’s deep everlasting love?

Know, ye slanderers, that cast vituperation upon the class appealing for 
redress of their too long and too silently endured wrongs, that not one true 
advocate of her sex’s privileges, not one among the earnest-hearted daugh
ters of toil responds to the call of the Free-Love community, nor seeks for 
admittance to that profane temple. They would not have their mothers 
blush for them, nor the good and pure turn from them in merited abhor
rence.

Our working-women, our true reformers who advocate their sex’s God- 
given rights and earth-denied privileges, they are the true votaries of love 
—of love the beautiful, the elevating principle of a darkened world ;—their 
true womanly hearts bear the everlasting impress of the divine signet.— 
Love is their guide thro ugh life, and through its influence they are rendered 
strong, faithful, and enduring in the path of trial and of duty—guided by 
that unerring star. And this divine, this purify ing influence, ye would 
debase by your false and dangerous reasoning, your perverted views, your 
selfish gratification? And, not content with this, ye would attach the stig
ma of a wish for perverted liberty, for emancipation from the holy ties of 
duty, to the women who struggle by words and deeds and labor for the 
attainment of true individual liberty, of heaven-allotted freedom from the 
galling chains of mental inferiority, limited usefulness, and unremunerative 
toil. This is what we desire, what we live for, toil for, hope for, with awa
kened energies and unslumbering endeavor, and what God is willing we 
must and shall attain.

No matter where that woman be found, who unblushingly joins the ranks 
of that immoral community, though she possess the most gigantic intellect 
and an angel’s matchless beauty; though hers be the highest gifts of elo
quence and persuasion, with the power to sway a thousand hearts, hers is 
not woman’s highest, holiest, most angelic attribute; the soul-light is not 
in her eye, the indefinable charm is not in her manner, the enthusiasm of 
truth and right dwells not upon her lips, the seal of purity is wanting, and 
the atmosphere of beauty, the light of aspiration surrounds her not; she 
may be beautiful to the eye, never to the heart. And when the evanescent 
light of youth has fled, what in its place will brighten the eye that with 
perverted vision gazes not upwards, while youth bestows its glowing 
dreams and fond prophetic promises, nor yet turns to earth to seek amid its 
many beauties, the manifestations of the Father’s Love and Goodnes; but 
from the many noble eujoyments offered even here to the truly-seeking, 
prefers earth’s lowest and most grovelling pleasures.

Angels of Love and Purity! ye twin-attendants of the struggling chil
dren of this world, do not your loving eyes shed tears of bitterest sorrow in 
beholding this most unnatural, this heart-revolting spectacle—women of 
intellect and powers of mind and reason, voluntarily enlisting beneath tho 
banner of demoralization and bold unblushing vice? But we repeat it, 
though some perverted minds and lovely forms may avow themselves dis
ciples of this new perversion, not one of the true-souled daughters of toil, 
our working-women, our freedom-aspiring hearts, our patriotic children of 
’7G—not one of these but views with the indignation of truth and princi
ple, this fast spreadidg madness, this renunciation of all pure and sacred 
feeling. Yes, we advocate Love—we live for it—we inhale its life-giving 
spirit—we are, through life, its worshippers—it is the guiding principle of 
our actions, it influences our every thought, and sheds its heaven-sent ra
diance over our dreams. But our love is a worship of the good and the' 
beautiful, and our hearts arc the shrines for the glorv-forms of angels,wear
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ing on earth the mortal garb. Ami that veiy love, in its intensity of holi
ness and beauty, gives freedom, true, unperverted liberty. I t  gives freedom 
from the shackles of superstition and from the chains of mental slavery, but 
binds closer aud renders dearer to us, the ties of duty and true religion— 
the sweetly imposed obligations of virtue and purity. We, the advocates 
of equal rights of labor, ambitious for the unfolding of our intellects, aud 
the perfection of our spirits, that we may stand equally beside our would 
be superior brother; we desire no emancipation from the fulfilment of duty; 
we would gaze reverently up to the deep blue sky, and feel that there, be
yond a doubt, is reserved, even for us, a home of love and re-union with 
angel natui es. We that adore the very name of Liberty, we need notits 
perversion; as all things yield to Order, the boundless Universe, the myriad 
worlds, we yield full and willing obedience to all sacred ties, nor desire 
their revocation. Allow us to unfold in knowledge, do not close upon us 
the gates of science, let us trace the path of progression, give us liberty of 
speech and action, and woman’s true, unperverted nature will burst forth 
in all its native brilliancy, and in place of being a pet, a play thing, a use
less butterfly of fashion, woman will be on earth an angel, home a paradise, 
and true love its guardian spirit. Lot woman be free ; aud she will be, 
what God ordained and Nature desired, a beautiful loving being, full of ho
ly sympathies and boundless aspirations.

This is the freedom we desire, we pray and strive for, and despite of ad
verse circumstances, of cruel opposition, and threatened ridicule, we shall 
succeed in time!

Yet one word more. Hearts have throbbed with just indignation, and 
eyes have filled with tears of wounded feeling, at the malicious corjnuction 
of “ Free Love, Woman’s Rights, aud Spiritualism.” As far removed as 
the highest heavens from the lowest depths of iniquity, is this new infamy 
from the heart and soul of Spiritualism. “ Moral purity forms the support
ing pillars of the Spiritual temple,” it has been said by an eminent spirit
ual writer—and that spirit enveloped in low desires and animal gratifica
tion, can never hope for communion with angel natures. Basest of calum
nies! Those Spiritualists who avow themselves followers of this Free Love 
doctrine, are spiritualists only in name, and that respectable, and numerous, 
and enlightened body of true Progressionists, should escape the imputation 
of such vile companionship, for their motto is: “ Love, Purity, and eternal 
progression.”

The Devil in  Erie, Pa.

“ W ho shall decide when Doctors disagree?” The Drs. of Divinity, 
in Buffalo and in Erie, Pa., seem to be at issue. They, of Erie, insist 
on it that his Satanic Majesty is Presiding Elder of the Spiritual Asso
ciation in that city, and is there, influencing them continually. Per 
contra: The Rev. clergy of Buffalo, insist that he is influencing, direct
ing and leading the spiritualists of this city, without intermission.

Now, it is evident that one or the other of these representations is 
untrue, or that God, when he created “ auld cloots,” endowed him with 
His own attribute, or power, of omnipresence, which seems irrational, 
as He would naturally wish, sometimes, to be free from his society, 
which He could not if he were omnipresent. W e gather our informa
tion from the following extract of a letter from our friend and brother, 
Z. E. P ec k :

« S p ir it u a l is m  begins to excite the attention of the public mind in 
this city, [Erie, Pa.,] and there are many candid enquirers after truth. 
W e have several circles at the private dwellings of the friends, and 
spirits of the sublimer spheres, are beginning to lecture through Miss 
C ummins and others, to the edification and instruction of many listen
ers. Many are making application for admittance to our circles, that 
can not be accommodated for want of room. The Orthodox churches 
have closed their doors against us, and their adhérants are warned, in 
the name o f  God, to have nothing to do with the so-called spirit man
ifestations, as they are but the device of the great arch enemy of man
kind, who is going about seeking whom he may devour.”

H uman beings.
Every human being is intended to have a character of his own, to 

be what no other is, to do what no other can do. Every human being 
has a work to carry on within, duties to perform abroad, influences to 
exert which are peculiarly his, and which no conscience but his own can 
teach.— Charming.

'  Harm onial Circle.

M r . A lbro: I  have transcribed for your paper, two more of the
short lectures received in the above named circle, through the alphabet 
—the letters being indicated by the raps—Miss Sarah B rooks being 
the medium. As Psychology now seeks to explain all the phenomena 
of Spiritualism, will its advocates, and its professors, give us the psycho
logical law by which intelligence, of character indicated by the follow
ing, is communicated through these raps, when the medium, and each 
one present are in a perfect normal state? This is a point that should 
not be slurred over, by the philosophers who fain would demonstrate 
that human magnetism is competent to solve all the problems presen
ted by the concurring facts in Spiritualism. G. H. S.

There is much of beauty in the various spheres of man’s develop
ment, if he would only gaze upon them through the inner vision. How 
sweet the thought, how elevated the hope, of immortality! Wisdom 
throws its bright illuminations over the spheres of human existence, 
absorbing those drops of sorrow which flow from the well-springs of 
human passion. The pure aud divine aroma of eternity descends to 
earth, through the magnetical channels of wisdom and inspiration, while 
the progress of truth delights and entrances the human senses, with its 
high and undefinable power. Every thing in existence, whether crude 
or refined, developed or undeveloped, has something of the beautiful. 
But, if the soul is crude and unrefined, surrounding objects of nature 
will wear corresponding beauties or deformities, adopted to the realiza
tions of such a soul. Then let beauty speak in its own native voice to 
you, and those inner corresponding beauties and qualities of the soul 
will echo back each unspoken intelligence, stealing so quietly from those 
higher spheres of the illimitable world. Let your hearts unite in the 
admiration of truth, aud the crudest development will give expressions 
of eternal beauty, and breathe something of Heaven. There is a mo
tional beauty and deific pulsation in all the seemingly inanimate objects 
of nature, and the leaf, the simple pebble, and the little crystal drop, 
are offsprings of Deity, whose eternal ultimations will be the more ma
tured intelligences of the infinite God. Then go on, you messenger of 
heavenly truth. Every heart has something of heavenly beauty. Cast 
them not by, as some speechless and fading existences, but clasp them 
to your inner bosom, as living pulsations of the mighty universal heart. 
Be kind to one another, is the angelic advice of J osephine.

As drops of water from the ocean, and the grains of sand line the 
sea shorse, so does man form a part in the infinite sensorium of divine 
intelligence. Darkness may surround him, and earth’s shadows hover 
o’er him, yet the silvery effulgence of the soul mingles its eternal rays 
with the brightness of those higher spheres, where wisdom and affec
tion are the life and existence of the celestial mind. The laws of God 
are foiever known by developments adapted to the external and internal 
senses. Spiritualism is like au infant who sleeps quietly upon its mother’s 
bosom, for it is but in its infancy, resting calmly upon the mother bosom 
of Nature, waiting for Time to unfold its many hidden virtues. Its sur
face may be covered with dark spots; but look at the external world! 
Crime, and iniquity of every kind, exist in every phase upon its surface; 
but does this disrobe the trees of their beauty and foliage— does it rob 
the flowers of their dewy brightness—and does it pluck the orbs of 
night from their heavenly position, severing every chord of creation in 
its fearful sweep over your world of complicated nature? No—the 
trees follow out the course of Nature, the flowers bloom as beautiful
ly, and the worlds which deck the heavens with so much grandeur and 
sublimity, still roll on, in their never-ending progressive destiny, giving 
light and supernal wisdom, to those who seek the truth. Each heart 
has it own wants and designs, and thus have each supreme attributes 
and attractions. Then cast not those wants aud desires by as some idle 
tone of an ill-strung harp, but as music coming from the soul, whose 
every chord is attuned to divine harmony. Affectionately,

C lara .
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Tho Good Timo Coming.

BY CHARLES MACKAY.

There’s a good time coming, boys,
A good time coming:

We may not live to see the day,
But earth shall glisten in the ray 

Of the good time coming.
Cannon balls may aid the truth,

But thought’s a weapon stronger; 
We’ll win our battle by its aid;—

Wait a little longer.
There’s a good time coining, boys,

A good time coming:
The pen shall supersede tliojword,
And Right, not Might, shall be the lord, 

In the good time coming.
Worth, not Birth, shall rule mankind, 

And be acknowledg’d stronger;
The proper impulse has been given;— 

Wait a little longer.
There’s a good time coming, boys,

A good time coming:
War in all men’s eyes shall be 
A monster of iniquity,

In the good time coming.
Nations shall not quarrel then,

To prove which is the stronger;
Nor slaughter men for glory’s sake:— 

Wait a little longer.
There’s a good time coming, boys,

A good time coming:
Hateful rivalries of creed 
Shall not make their martyrs bleed 

In the good time coming.
Religion shall be shorn of pride,

And flourish all the stronger;
And charity shall trim her lamp;— 

Wait a little longer.
There’s a good time coming, boys,

A good time coming:
And a poor man’s family 
Shall not be his misery 

In the good time coming.
Every child shall be a help,

To make his right arm stronger;
The happier he, the more he has;—

Wait a little longer.
There’s a good time coming, boys,

A good lime coming:
Little children shall not toil.
Under, or above, the soil,

In the good time coming.
But shall play in healthful fields 

Till limbs aud mind grow stronger; 
And every one shall read and write;— 

Wait a little longer.
There’s a good time coming, boys,

A good time coming:
The people shall be temperate,
And shall love instead of hate,

In the good time coming.
They shall use, and not abuse,

And make all virtue stronger.
The reformation has begun;—

Wait a little longer-.
There’s a good time coming, boys,

A good time coming:
Lot us uid it all we cau,
Every woman, every man,

The good time coming.
Smallest' helps, if rightly given,

Make the impulse stronger;
’Twill be strong enough one day;— 

Wait a little longer.

Obituary.

In Frcdonia, town of Pomfret, Nov. 25th, Mrs. M artha D. -widow of 
the late J ohn B artlett, of the same town, in the 90th year of her age, 
passed through the sublimely /beautiful change of death, to the fond em
brace of loved ones, who awaitedher coming to the “Spirit’s Home.” A 
glad spirit, joyous with youth, soared from the palsied earth-temple, and 
the sweet smile that lingered on the faded clay, was quickened in the ra
diance of immortal light. We commit to earth the sacred ashes, iu the

beautiful faith that the grave unlocked to her the portals of Heaven, where 
smiles are born of our earth-tears, angelic music of our mournful chnnttq 
and happy greetings of our severed ties. The deserted chair, the unteu- 
anted room, the oppressive silence, the hushed voice, tell there is less on 
earth, hut more in Heaven, and of a new lingerer on the bosom of love a 
wanderer among flowers of unearthly beauty and undying fragrance a 
soul slaking its thirst at the fountain of cxbaustless truth—the invisible 
presence of another angel watcher, bearing the victor’s palm and unfa
ding laurel wreath of glory. We repose on the strength of our glorious 
faith, and exclaim triumphantly, “all is well, all-is well.” “O, grave where 
is thy victory? O, Death where is thy sting.” (Com.)

I
MRS. METTLER’S CLAIRVOYANT MEDICINES.

The editor of this paper has been appointed a general agent for the dis
pensation of these celebrated remedies.

In introducing them to the public, in this region of country, the agent 
can say nothing in commendation of them, from his own expereince; but 
he feels justified in assuring those who are afflicted with the various dis
eases that flesh is heir to, that they do not belong to the class of nostrums 
which are gotten up and puffed through the country, as a means of en
riching an impostor and cheating the afflicted of their substance and their 
lives.

The history of these medicines is too generally known to spiritualists 
to render its detail necessary, for their information. I t is sufficient to state 
that they were originally suggested to Mrs. M. by her guardian spirits, 
and were prepared, by her, under their direction. They are in general 
use throughout the Mew England States, and are there presciibed by 
many eminent physicians. From all the information which the agent has 
been able to obtain, he is convinced that these spiritual remedies are sur
passingly efficacious in the restoration of health to those physical sys
tems which are not placed beyond recovery.

There are five of those remedies. They are:
MRS. METTLER’S PULMONARIA. This medicine is designed for 

Colds, Irritation of the throat and lungs Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consump
tion Whooping-cough, and all diseases of the respiratory organs. Brice 
$1 per bottle.

MRS. METTLER’S RESTORATIVE SYRUP.—This is for all 
diseases arising from impurity of the blood, derangement of secretions 
and bilious obstructions. These are Unequal Circulation, Sick and 
Nervous Head-ache, Inactivity of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, 
and all their kindred complaints. Price iftl per bottle.

MRS. METTLER’S NEUTRALIZING MIXTURE.—This is for Bil
ious obstructions, Acidity of the stomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation, Head
ache, Febrile Symptoms, occasioned by colds and worms. The spirits di
rect that, in ordinary derangement of the bowels, it should be used in con
nection with the Dysentery Cordial. Price $1 per bottle.

MRS. METTLER’S ELIXER.—This remedy is for Cholera, severe 
cholic pains, Cramp of the Stomach and Bowels, Rheumatic and Neural
gic pains, Bilious tendency of the Stomach, Fever and Ague, and severe 
pains induced by internal injuries. Price 50cts. per bottle.

MRS. METTLER’S HEALING OINTMENT.—This is for the cure 
of Burns, Scalds, Fresh cuts and wounds, Biles, Saltrheum, Blisters, swel
led and sore Breasts or Nipples, Glandular Swellings, Piles, Chapped 
Hands and Chafing. Price 50cts. per box.

Directions accompany all the packages, regulating the quantities of 
doses, the mode of administering and the manner of application.

Responsible persons, or those who make themselves responsible, in the 
various localities in this region, can have sub-agencics, by applying at this 
office.

All orders for these medicines, must be accompanied with the cash.

MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANTS.

DR. N. TROWBRIDGE and MRS. FINCH, Clairvoyant Physicians — 
A. Finch, Minds Operator—No. 58 Ellicott street, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Examination, $ 1.—Examination with prescription, $3.—Second exami
nation with prescription, $ 2.

When a new patient addresses us for an examination and prescription, the 
letter must be accompanied with $3. The patient’s full name, age aud 
residence must be given. In all cases where patients send their hair, they 
should state the most prominent symptom or symptoms, for the hair does 
not always present every feature as clearly as the system when present.

See handbills. Address Finch <Se Trowbridge, Box N o. 3343,
Dec. 14-3m*__________________  Buffalo. N.Y.

THOMAS DICKINSON.

WATCH AND CLOCK MAKER, WORKING JEW ELLER &CC.
N. B. Chronometers, Repeaters, Dupiex, Horizontal and Verti

cal Watches cleaned and adjusted. All kinds of English and forei"ii 
Clocks, Musical Boxes and Jewelry repaired, itc.

Accordeons properly tuned and repaired.
Fine gold, jewelry gold, silver watches clocks, &c., for sale by

T. DICKINSON,
44 6m*_____________  ___ 3G8 Main street, Buffalo, N. Y.

MARBLE WORKS.
R. GREGORY & CO., DEALERS IN FOREIGN AND DO
MESTIC MARBLE,

Monuments, Crave Stone, Table Tops, &c.
Elm street, next door to tho corner of Clinton Buffalo. l tf

V.
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SPIRITUAL HEALING INSTITUTE

FOR the examination and treatment of all human maladies, physical 
and spiritual; under the direction of Uriah Clark, Spiritual Lectur

er, Healing Medium, and Psycographer; and Mrs. Caroline A Dorman, 
the eminently reliable Clairvoyant Physician and Spirit Medium; aided 
by Mrs. Clark and Mr. Dorman.

T erms: Single consultation, either in person or by mail, in advance, $ 1. 
T horough examination, prescription and single treatment, $5. By mail, 
thorough diagnosis of several pages, in advance, $10. A few select pa
tients taken at the Institute, at $10 and upwards per week, weekly in 
advance; aflording all possible facilities for physical and spiritual benefit.

J^F’Address U. CLARK A CO., Williamsburgh, L. I , N. Y., (No. 6 
Lewis Place, on 2d Street, between South 10th and South 11th Streets, of 
direct access from New York by all the ferries.)

U biah Clark, E liza U. Clakk, A mos D oeman, Caroline A. D oeman. 
Nov. 1855.

BUFFALO PLANING MILL,
AND DOOR, SASH AND BLIND MANUFACTORY.

The subscribers have on hand, a  large stock of S easoned, Rough and 
D bksskd L umbeb, Flooring, Ceiling, Siding, Ac., Ac., dressed by' 

Beardslee’s Stationary Knife Planing Machines.
Warranted Kiln Dried Doors, Sash, Blinds, Brackets, Moldings, Pickets, 

Door and Window Frames, Ac. Panel, Job and Scroll Sawing done to 
order. DART A BROTHERS,

Oct. 11,1855. t. f. North Side Ohio Basin

NATURE’S HEALING REMEDY RESTORED TO MAN.
"They shall lay their hands on the sick and they shall be headed."— B ible.

H AVING been developed as an Impressive and Healing Medium, I 
offer my services to the Sick and Afflicted, as a medium through 

whom assistance from a highly developed source can be obtained, to aid in 
restoring harmony and health to the diseased and suffering of earth 

Mrs. A twood, being a superior Clairvoyant and test medium, enables 
me to make a very accurate examination of diseases, by the parties being 
present or by letter—name and age given. Also special prescriptions 
made and syrups prepared by spirits direction.

Terms fur examination:—When parties arc present, from $2 to $3, by 
letter, $2 to $5. For treatment, circumstances govern the charge.

I. G. ATWOOD.
Lockport, N. Y. 25 tf

GLISAN &  FRISBEE,
FOREIGN A DOMESTIC PAPER DEALERS 

199 Main S teeet, B uffalo.

A FULL ASSORTMENT OF PRITNER’S CARDS, COLORED 
Papers, Blank Books, and Fancy Stationery of all kinds, always on 

hand. ltf

HIRAM ADAMS & CO.
N umber 37 E ast S eneca S treet.

General dealers in choice Family Groceries and Provisions, Flour in 
barrels, half barrels and bags, Pork, Hams, Butter, Cheese, Fish, Ac. 

The above articles of the best quality will always be found at the old 
■tand.

H. ADAMS, O. W. CLARK.
6m* 26

O LIV ER  & H A RRISO N ’S 
tW  CONTINUOUS GUM TEETH. -S 3

THE Subscribers after years of labor and great expense, have succeeded 
in perfecting a new style of artificial teeth, which surpass all others, 

without exception, and at much less cost.
Call and see specimens in use.
53 W. G. OLIVER, Dentist 263 Main street.

BLANK BOOK MANUFACTORY
AND PAPER RULING ESTABLISHMENT.

THE Subscriber would respectfully announce that he is now prepared 
to do all kinds of

Plain and Ornamental Book Binding.
Blank Books Ruled to any patern desired, and paged in legible type. 

OLD BOOKS RE-BOUND.
Magazines of all kinds, Music, Newspapers, Pamphlets, etc., neatly bound 
in a variety of styles. C. L. POND, Republic Buildings,

l t f  204 Washington-st., Buffalo.

RAINEY &  RICHARDSON,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS and dealers in S oap and CandleR A IN  
Particular attention paid to the sale or purchase of FLO UR, G 

and PRODUCE in general. ctor,
H. RAINEY, Flour Inspe 

GEO. RICHARDSON.
No. 16 Central Wharf, Buffalo. ltf

s p i r i t u a l i s m ,

OR, A DISCUSION ON THE CAUSE AND EFFECT OF THE 
PHENOMENA, attributed to the spirits of departed human beings, 

by Pres. A. Mahan, of Oberlin and Prof. R ehn, of Philadelphia, J oel 
T iffany, and others—held at Cleveland. Feb. 20.1855, Price 25 cents. 

For »ale bv T. S. HAWKS, Post Office building.

Main Street Buffalo, New York, and Superior Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio.

DIRECTORS:
Hon. A. H. Tracy. Hon. N. K. Hall,

« Wm. A. Moseley, “ G. W. Clinton, 
** I. A. Verplanck, “ S. G. Havens, 
« Victor M. Rice, “ Eli Cook,

O. G. Steele, Esq., C. M. Reed, Esq., 
Peter A. Porter, Esq., Jno. R. Lee Esq.,

FA CU LTY :

Hon. E. G, Spaulding, 
" Washington Hunt, 
“ Thos. M. Foot,

Jno. L. Kimberly, Esq. 
W id. A, Bird, Esq.,
P. R. Spencer.

tt’ S' o p  a.P ' ? Professors of the Science of Accounts and Lecture*
Jno R Pemu’ \  011 Busincss Customs.
James W. Lusk, ) Instructors in Busmens and Ornamental Penmanship
W. P. Spencer, J and lecturers in Mercantile Correspondence, Ac.
Hon. Judge Masten, A. A. Blanchard and others, Lecturers od Com

mercial Lav.
John R. Lee, and others, Lecturers on Banking, Finance Ac.
Rev. J . Hyatl Smith, and U. R. Atkins, Lecturers on Political Econ- 

oui y.
Reverends L. M. R. P. Thomcon, G. W. Hosmer and G. W. Heacock 

Lecturers on Mercantile Ethics.
Oliver Arey, M. J Oatman and E. C, Pomeroy ̂ Lecturers on Commercial! 

Computations.
TERM S:

For full course—time unlimited—including all departments of Book 
Keeping, Lecturers and practical Penmanship. $40 00

For same course in Ladies department. 25 00
Persons taking Penmanship alone will receive twenty lessons for 5 00
For various styles of Ornamental Penmanship as may be agreed upon.
For instruction in Business Arithmetic only, as per agreement.
The DESIGN of the Institution is to afford perfect facilities fur acquir

ing in an expeditious manner a thorough knowledge of Commercial Science 
and Art, as practically employed in the Counting Room and Business 
pursuits generally.

The BOOK KEEP1NG DEPARTMENT is under the personal superin
tendence of the most accomplished Accountants and Teachers and it is 
believd that no Mercantile College in the United States possesses su
perior advantages for imparting a thorough and practical knowledge of 
commercial science.

The COLLEGIATE COURSE will embrace the most approved and 
practical forms for keeping books by Double Entry in the various depart
ments of Trade and Commerce, including General Wholesale and Retail 
Mercantile Exchange, Commission, Manufacturing. Railroad, Banking 
Printing, Mining, Shipping, Stcamboating, Individual Partnership and 
Compound Company Business. All manuscripts from which the Stu
dent copies are written in a bold rapid business hand, which will serve as 
a^reat auxiliary in securing to him an excellent style ofwritting.

DAILY LECTURES will be delivered upon the Science of Accounts, 
Commercial Law, Political Economy, Commercial Calcula.ions, Banking, 
Mercantile Customs, Commercial Ethics, Railroading, Business Corres
pondence, Mining, Commerce, Commercial Geograpbs, Ac.

PENMANSHIP, Practical and Ornamental, will be taught in the most 
effectual mauner by gentlemen of the highest accomplishments, as sys
tematic and rapid penmen, and we pledge ourselves to impart to our 
patrons to a more general extent than is dune at any similar Institution, 
a hand writting in every respect adapted to business pursuits. Gentlemen 
and Ladies desiring to qualify themselves for teaching Penmanship, will 
find ample facillities at this College.

The SUITE OF ROOMS occupied by the College are spacious, ele
gantly furnished, and conveniently arranged for pursuing every depart
ment of Mercantile Education.

THE LADIES DEPARTMENT is entirely separate from the gentle
men’s, and is fitted up in a neat and convenient manner.

Through the extensive business acquaintance of the principals, many 
of the Students on graduating are placed in lucrative situations.

Send for a Circular by mail. je !6

KNOW THYSELF.
PSYCHOMETRICAL DELINIATIONS OF CHARACTERS,

B Y  R. P. W I L S O N ,
Cleveland, Ohio.

T ERMS $1,00. Address R P. WILSON, Cleveland Ohio, with yonr 
autograph enclosed. 27 pi a t f


