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Thought Transference 
by Automatic Writing.

WILLIAM T. STEAD, 
Editor of

The London 
Review of Reviews

VauiAie a>\» Telepathic CoiimuuikiUUvtis Front Hi* Friend*
tAvtftjr •  OisUnce of Hundred* of Miles,

Vclcpathy by automatic writing gives us an ideal method of 
communicating with our distant friends. Chimerical as it may 
appear to the uninitiated, it yet bears with the prediction of the 
well known scientist, Sir William Crookes, prince of British chem 
ists, fellow of the Royal society, discoverer of thallium and

w •

inventor of the radiometer and X-ray tube. Sir William in a re 

cent interview prophesied that it would soon be found practicable 

to telegraph without wires by simply transferring thought from 

muni to mind at the will of the thinker.
I"wo of the arguments urged against the use of telepathy 

(or practical purposes, a re : h irst, the inaccuracy of many of the 

messages received; and. Second, the claim that it would be im 
possible to establish communication between two people who 
were separated by any considerable distance. 1 hese arguments 
are no longer valid. Students of psychical research are in many 
instances securing more accurate results with telepathy than did 
Marconi ift his elementary trials of wireless telegraphy. In my 

own experiments there have been a number of messages trans 
muted practically correct over a distance ot nearly three 
thousand miles ( t'rum California to Pemisv Kama ). In one case 
the message received by me contained only three errors out at a 
list of sixty-five items.

Tbc experience of Mr. William T. Stead, editor of the
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I o n d o n  R e v i e w  o f  R e v i e w s ,  s h o w s  w h a t  a  m a n  o f b r o a d  a n d  

liberal mind, w h o  is w i l l in g  to  rece ive  the tru th , m a y  a c c o m p lis h , 

jytr. S t e a d  s a y s  :—

A s  I  e v e r y  d a y  r e c e iv e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  f ro m  m y  f r ie n d s  b y  

,n y  automatic t e l e p a t h i c  h a n d ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r  t o m e  to  sa y  m u c h  

about it in t h e s e  p a g e s ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  i t  w o u ld  o c c u r  to  m e  to  

mention t h a t  I  c o m e  u p  to  to w n  e v e r y  d a y  b y  t h e  h e lp  of a  s te a m

engine.
The evidence as to telepathy, laboriously accumulated by 

the Psychical Research Society, is regarded by many who recoil 
from admitting the reality of the invisible world as affording an 
invaluable store of arguments and illustrations for combating the 
belief in the existence of the soul after the dissolution of the body. 
According to these thorough-going sceptics everything that was 
once esteemed supernatural can be accounted for by telepathy. 
A man sees, or thinks he sees, a ghost. What he does see is 
simply the visualization of a thought transmitted to him telepathi- 
cally by another mind . He hears the ghost speak in the very 
tone and accent of the deceased. This is again declared to be 
but the revival of memory due to the telepathic impact of another’s 
thought. He grasps the hand of this ghostly visitor, and feels a 
missing finger, a deformed thumb, or a peculiar ring. This also 
is explained as being a tactile impression suggested telepathically 
to the recipient. But when the ghost communicates information 
known solely to the dead, or utters predictions concerning things 
to coroe, the strain on telepathy becomes to great, and we have 
to tall back upon some other hypothesis to account for the facts.

Taking the Report of the Census of Hallucinations as my
text, let me quote a few passages to 
the evidence w h ic h ,  in the opinion of

indicate the significance of 
Professor Sidgwick's com 

m i t t e e ,  establishes the reality of telepathic communication.
ThIS vv°rd Telepathy was brought also into 3£ by to ex-



press the (scientifically speaking) novel conclusion—which several I 

different lines of inquiry have tended to establish—that thoughts I 

and feelings in one mind are sometimes caused by the influence 
of another mind, conveyed somehow otherwise than through the I 
recognized channels of. sense.

“ Now, there can be no doubt that the general acceptance 

of Telepathy, in this sense, as a fact of nature, must importantly 

modify the current scientific view of the relation of mind to mat- 

ter.

The report proceeds to describe how images of persons dead 

o r  alive can be telepathically conveyed by the mind of one to the I 

eye of another. The committee say;

“ We refer to cases in which the percipient sees an apparition 

of some one who is trying to transfer an idea of himself—or of 

aother human being—to the percipient’s mind, without any previ 

ous knowledge on the part of the latter that such an attempt was 

being made. There are fifteen successful experiments.of this 

kind already recorded bv our Societv, in which ten different ex* 

perimenters have taken a part: the records are all at first-hand, 

and in every case the evidence of the percipient has been ob 

tained, as well as that of the experimenter.”

The cases recorded in the report do not, however, exclude 

the hypothesis of the apparition being not the mere extemaliza- 

tion of a telepathically received idea as a sensory hallucination, 

but the Double or Astral second self of the experimenter. This 

certainly appears a possible explanation of the case on which Mrs. 

Rayleigh Vicars on going to bed, willed with all her might that 

her friend in the adjoining room should see her, with the result 

that she did see Mrs. Vicars standing by her bedside, Mrs. Vicars 

meantime being in her own bed dizzy and half-conscious. That 

seems to be much more a projection of the Double than a mere 
extemalization of a telepathic idea.
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But, waiving that question, the committee point out the 

significance of the recognition of the fact of telepathy in connec 

tion with the great question of the possibility of communications 

between the living and the dead. They say:

“ If we arrived at the conclusion that telepathic communica 

tion between living men occurs independently of any physical 

process through the intervening of space, we should certainly 

have taken an important step towards proving that the mind is 

not essentially dependent on the body ; and we should thereby 

have got rid of an important argument for supposing that the 

death of the body carries with it the extinction of the mind, or at 

least the termination of its power of communicating with another 

mind. ”
At this point I venture to intervene with a reference to my 

own experience in telepathic communication. In another passage 

in the report the committee say, dealing, be it remembered, with 

no later evidence than 1892:

“ For the most part—though, as will presently appear, not 

entirely—it has been only found possible to perform telepathic 

experiments successfully when the persons between whom the 

telepathic influence operates are separated by a comparatively 

small interval of space. ”
This is no longer true. I have found no difficulty in obtain 

ing most accurate and lengthy telepathic communications from 

friends living who have been removed from me by intervals of 

space measured by hundreds of miles.
The evidence recorded by the Psychical Research Society is 

for the most part either occasional and spontaneous, or consists of 
experiments which, however interesting they may be, are of no 
practical use to the experimenters, who never seem to carry them 
further. In my case it is quite different. I constantly use my 
automatic hand for the purpose of receiving communications from
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my  friends, nor when I have once established telepathic <* 

munication with anyone do I ever have any difficulty in securirl" 

messages from them , no m atter where they m ay be, whether h, 

or near, asleep or awake. These m essages differ infinitely inirr,. 

portancc, in length and in accuracy. But, speaking broadly, jn 

nine cases out of ten they are accurate, and when they are inaccur 

ate, it is sometimes due to  my own thought mixing itself up with 

the message, and sometimes to  the telepathic message being a lit. 

tic too previous, and announcing as an event of today something 

tha t really will not occur till tomorrow' or next week. When 

I am in ordinary working trim not a day passes tha t I do not re 

ceive messages from distant friends.
When Miss X., rny assistant editor, returned from her re 

cent interesting expedition in search of the gifted seers of the 
Highlands, she sent telepathically through my hand a long re- 
port covering three closely written quarto pages, describing the 

result of her visits, her plans and intentions in th e  future, report- 
mg upon the condition of the office and its  work, and discussing 

questions of practical business. All this was w ritten out with 
my hand at Wimbledon, while Miss X . was in town. I had not 
sec her for nearly six weeks, during which tim e X had not once 

w ritten to her. When I met her 1 read over to her her tele 

pathic message. When I had finished she said, “You have made 

one mistake. You say, * So-and-so is very painstaking, but very 
stupid. * T hat is not my opinion. So-and-so is very painstaking, 

but only occasionally stupid. ” And that was the  only error in 

three closely-written quarto pages !
1 may perhaps, he permitted to give an instance where teh 

patbie communication anticipated a telegram by three hours,in a 
case in which 1 was personally very deeply interested. Although 
the incident was cornparitivcly slight, the evidence is so clear
ind so well attested, and, moreover, the telepathic com m unica
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tion followed immediately upon a message purporting to come 

from a disembodied spirit, and was in turn followed by confirma 

tory letter and telegram, that it may be worth while simply 

reproducing them here.

When I was in Grindelwald in J uly I was grieved to receive 
bad news as to the health of one of my nearest and dearest 
friends. Three days in succession I received letters from London, 
each more gloomy in its tidings, and when the third arrived 1 de 
cided to return at once. I went to Dr. Dunn’s office and asked him 
when I could get a reply from a London suburb to a telegram.
It was then four. He said he did not think I could expect a re 
ply before eight o’clock. I discussed the question of leaving that 
night or of waiting till the morning. Ultimately I decided to 
adopt the latter course, and, going accross to the telegraph office,

I sent off a dispatch, saying, “ Grieved to hear o f----- 's illness.
Will return tomorrow. Telegraph doctor’s latest report. ” Re 

turning to the hotel to make all preparations for departure, I 

found a friend in my room to whom I told my bad news.

Sitting down at the table, 1 determined to try whether or 

not 1 could, by the aid of my automatic hand, obtain any news 

from London. I first asked the ever-faithful friend Julia, who 

some three years ago passed from our sight, whether she could 

tell me how the patient w as. My hand wrote without a moment's 

hesitation :

“ Your friend is better. You need not return, The proof 

of this is that about seven o’clock you w ill receive a telegram to 

this effect, when you will see that I am correct. ”

I then asked mentally if I should ask my friend’s son to use 

my hand telcpathically to give me the latest news. The answer 

came at once as follows :

“ No, you had better ask her daughter ; she is at heme, and 

can give you the latest news."
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I then asked her daughter to use my hand, and tell me how 

her mother was. My hand then, as always, unconscious of the 

least difference in the control of the embodied or disembodied,

wrote as follows:
« Mother had a better sleep last night. There is no need 

for you to return earlier. We have taken a house at the seaside 

at ( name unintelligible). Mother thinks she will be all right

after her visit. ”
I feared to believe the good news. I read the messages to 

my friend, who signed them as confirmation, and remarked that 

if this turned out right it would be a great score for the spooks, 

but that I feared my own strong desire for better news had viti 

ated the accuracy of the dispatch. I then left the hotel, and 

went down to Dr. Lunn’s chalet, where I told Dr. Lunn, Mr. 

Clayden, Dr. Lindsay and other friends that I must return to

London next day.
At seven o’clock dinner is served at the Bar. I saw the head 

waiter, told him I was expecting an. important telegram, and 

asked him to bring it me at table. This he promised to do. 

Dinner passed. Eight o’clock approached. “ I am afraid, I 
said to my friend, “ the spooks are no go this time, ” and set off 
for the church. I had not got half-way there when my boy Jack 
ran after me, shouting, “ Father, here’s your telegram ; it was 
delivered by mistake in Uncle Herbie’s room. ” I opened it, and 

found that it had arrived at 7:10. It ran as follows :
“ ----- better. Don’t come back. ”

LUCK.

Luck is of your own making. Luck means rising at six in 
the morning, living on one dollar a day if you can make two, 
minding your own business and not meddling with other people's^
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means the hardships and privations whir-K ,
, . , t _ .v i . , 1 >'ni Lave not

hesitated to endure, the long nights that you have devoted to
work; luck means the appointments you liave never failed to 1 .. °
the trains you have never failed to catch ; luck means trusting’
God and in your own resources—a religionwho.se motto is “Hel,
yourself, and Heaven will help you. ” Luck comes to them who
help themselves and know how to wait.—Max O'Rett,

T H E  A R T  OF L I F E .

Who masters this lias mastered all 
A man need know. Yet lo, the safrc 

May blunder o'er his letters while 
A young child smoothly reads the page !

—Clinton Dangcrfield, in The Era.

LIFE WORTH LIVING.
BY P R O F E S S O R  DAVID STAR JORDON,  

in Th e  H um an i t a r i an .

Most of the philosophy of despair, the longing to know the 

meaning of the unattainable, vanishes with active out-of-door life 

and the consequent flow of good health.

hor a degree of optimism is a necessary accompaniment of 

health. It is as natural as animal heat, and is the mental reflex 

of it. Pessimism arises from depression or irritation or failure 

°f the nerves. It is a symptom of lowered vitality expressed in 

terms of the mind.

•Ihere is a philosophical pessim ism over and above nil merely 

I  fete# conditions and not dependent on them. But the melnn-

acques of our ordinary experience either uses some 
arcotic or stim ulant to excess or else has trouble with his liver
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n washing one’s own fa
reatest present duty. T h e  ascetics of the pastr  ' i aj,c iv'h0

f°r thescorned cleanliness in the search to r holiness became 

most part neither clean nor godly.

i t  was Agassiz’s strength tha t he knew  the value of today 

Never were such bright skies as arched above him ; nowhere else 

were such charming associates, such budding students, such 

secrets of nature fresh to his hand. H is was the bouyant strength 

of the man who can look the stars in the face because he does 

his part in the universe as well as they do theirs. I t  is the fresh, 

unspoiled confidence of the natural man who finds the world a 

world of action and jov, and time all too short for the fullness of 

life which it demands. W hen Agassiz died, “ the best friend that 

ever student had, ” the  students of H arvard “ laid a wreath of 

laurel on his bier and their manly voices sang a requiem, for he 

had been a student all his life long, and when he died he was 

younger than any of them. ”
Optimism in life is a good working hypothesis, if blindness 

and self-satisfaction be not its mainspring.
W hat if there are so many of us in the ranks of humanity ? 

T hat the individual be lost in the mass as a pebble cast into the 

Seven Seas ? Would you choose a world so small as to leave 

room for only you and your satellites ? Would you ask for pro 

blems of life so tame that even you could grasp them  ? Would 

you choose a fibrelcss universe to be “ remoulded nearer to the 

heart’s desire, ” in place of the wild, tough, virile man-making 

environment to which the attraction of gravitation holds us all.
I t  is not that “ I come like water and like wind I go. ” I am 

here today, and the moment and the place are real, and mv will 
is itself one of the fates that make and unmake all things. “Every
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meanest day is the conflux of two eternities, ” and in this centre
of all time and space, for the moment it is I that stand. Great 
is eternity, but it is made up of time. Could we blot out one day
in the midst of time, eternity could be no more. The power of
man has its place within the infinite Omnipotence.

It is to us a question not of hope or despair, but of truth, 
not of optimism nor pessimism, but of wisdom. “Wisdom,” as
I have elsewhere said, “ is knowing what to do next; virtue is 
doinc; it.” Religion, the heart impulse that turns toward the 
best and highest course of action. What is our place ? What 
have we to do next ? Not in infinity, where we can do nothing, 
but here, today, the greatest day that ever was, for it alone is
ours.

What matter is it that does not end with us ? Neither with 
us does history begin. An Emperor of China once decreed that 
nothing should be before him, that all history should begin with 
him. But he could go no further than his own decree. Who 
are you that would be Emperor of China ?

“ The eternal Saki from that bowl hath poured 
Millions of bubbles like us, and shall pour. ”

Why not ? Should life stop with you ?
What have you done that you should mark the end of time ? 

If you have played your part in the procession of bubbles, all is 
well, though the best you can do is to leave the world a little 
better for the next that follows.

If you have not made life a little richer and its conditions a 
little more just, by your living you have not touched the world. 
You are indeed a bubble. If some kind friend somewhere “ turn 
down an empty glass,” it will be the best monument you deserve. 
But to have had a friend is to leave the glass not wholly empty, 
for life is justified in love as well as in action.

The words of Omar need to be read with the rising inflet-o



tion, and they become the expression of the soundest hopeful- 

ness:

“ The eternal Saki from that bowl hath poured 
Millions of bubbles, and shall pour. ”

In the same way we must read the lines of Tennyson:

“ I falter when I firmly trod.
And, falling with my weight of cares 
Upon the World’s great altar-stairs 

That slope through darkness, up to God. |

It is no longer in the darkness that we falter. The great 

altar-stairs of which no man knows the beginning nor the end do 

not spring from the mire nor end in the mists. They “ slope 

through darkness up to God, ” and no one could ask a stronger 

expression of that robust optimism which must be the mainspring 

of life.

“ T he Mind of the Mob ” was the subject of a very enter 

taining and instructive lecture recently given by Dr. George 

V incent of the U niversity of Chicago. In his address Dr. Vin 

cent explained many of the phenomena of the mind of the 

common crowd from  a psychological point of view, showing how 

the hum an mind is influenced by surrounding conditions. He 

pointed out how much less reserved was the human mind when 

acting w ith o ther minds than when acting and thinking by itself. 

W hen in the company of others one loses to a degree his individu 

ality and moves along with the current of the crowd.

(T
r

t

THE MIND OF THE MOB.
A P sy c h o lo g ic a l D isc u ss io n  b y  

D R . V IN C E N T .

The Cry for Vengeance, “ Remember the M aine,” did more than the "Cause of 
H um anity” to bring about the Spanish-American War.
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Dr. Vincent opened his address by the simple reference to a 
certain Mr. Brown, who, although he was a very quiet and reserved 
citizen, went wild with enthusiasm when he witnessed a baseball 
game in which his town team was one of the contestants. He 
spoke of the same spirit of enthusiasm that is exemplified in a 
political or missionary meeting and the punishment of a criminal 
by mob violence. “ W hat is this emotional epidemic, ask the 

mob psychologists. W hy are there times when all minds run in 

the same tide like in the time of the crusades, witchcraft, finan 

cial panics and fashions ? The psychological crowd, ” continued 

Dr. Vincent, “ has three particular characteristics : The concen 

tration of attention upon a single th ing ; the disappearance of the 

sense of individuality; the disappearance of the critical attitude, 

or the assumption of a spirit of protection against suggestion. ”

Dr. Vincent cited examples of hypnotism to show how the 

mind was influenced under certain conditions. He declared that, 

providing no effort was made to resist the hypnotic influence, there 

were only two classes of people, children and idiots, who could 

not be hypnotized. H e said the conditions for becoming hypno 

tized were the concentration of the mind upon a single point, 

the distraction of attention from everything else, perfect quiet, 

monotony of experience and immediate execution.

Dr. V incent spoke of the great American custom of passing 

resolutions a t every opportunity, and showed how oftentimes 

they were passed unanimously after a rousing speech when they 

would be rejected if the resolutions had been introduced first. 

He also declared th a t for a m inister to know the right time to 

take up a collection was usually success or failure to him.

W ar means “ Vengeance, ” not “ Humanity, ” and Dr. Vin 

cent declares th a t the civilization of the race is much thinner 

than we like to adm it. In  this connection he used the Spanish- 

American war as an example, saying that many people prided



them seh es upon a nation chat had such noble sentiments that 
would step  in and interfere in behalf of the struggling Cuban 
people, but he declared that it was not so much the noble senti 
m ents as it was the savage instin ct of vengeance that was vented 
in the cry that w ent from  one end of th e  nation to the other 
“ R em em ber th e  M aine. ” H e  declared that had it not been for 
the sinking of the battleship , P resident M cK in ley  would have ac 
com plished by diplom acy m any th ings that had been achieved 

rather dubiously by war and som e that have not been achieved 

at all-

D r . V incent closed his address w ith  saying that the most 

precious thing that has been intrusted to man is h is individuality, 

and that it is his duty to  develop it and alw ays look for the truth.

1

“ As to Psychic Phenomena,
J

I Believe------
Concise extracts from various authors who have expressed an opinion concerning

“ Psychic Phenomena. ’ '

If I m ight put briefly m y own opinion as
RICHARD HODGSON, LL. D ., . £ . . .  | |  _ t i r  w n r i .„ « ,  to the chief constructive lines of our work,

Secretary of the American

Branch of the I should say telepathy has been established ;
Society for Psychical Research. "I *

that there is much evidence of clairvoyance, 

prem onitions and similar phenomena ; that there is y e t other evi 

d ence depending on spontaneous experiences that seem s to point 

tow ards th e  action of deceased p erso n s; that in the articles of 

M r. M yers there is  an overwhelming evidence drawn from vari 

ous sources that human personality is much wider and deeper 

than m ost persons have been in the habit of supposing ; and that
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all these re la ted  phenom ena are  pointing more and more to the 

conclusion th a t m an survives d e a th . I believe myself that some 

such general re la tion  betw een  the  various groups of phenomena 

as Mr. M yers has exhib ited  will be proven true, and that eventu 

ally there will be com pletely  satisfactory  evidence drawn from 

empirical sources and based  on stric tly  scientific grounds, en 

tirely independen t of w hat m ight be called theological and 

philosophical considerations, th a t m an indeed does not die with 

the death  of h is body.

I have m yself been  led to  th is  conviction as a result of many 

years of investigation  w ith  M rs. P iper. I need not point out of 

what m om entous im portance it would be to the human race to 

reach a well assu red  affirm ative scientific conclusion concerning 

the question of a fu tu re  life. W h e th er such a conclusion is 

reached or no t, how ever, th e re  can be no doupt of the extreme 

importance of investiga ting  in th e  fullest and most careful manner 

the whole series of alleged fac ts  which may seem prima facie to 

indicate any h igher pow ers in hum an beings than the majority of 

scientific m en in recen t years have been willing to acknowledge, 

and some of w hich certa in ly  seem to point to our survival of 

death.

PROF. HYSLOP,
Columbia University.

E v ery  institu tion  connected with social, 

m oral and religious life m ust be profoundly 

affected , w hether for good or ill, by such an 

assurance as m ay be given by psychical research of a future life, 

the doubt about w hich has tu rn ed  th e  aspirations of modern civ 
ilization from  th e  m oral to  th e  economic ideal. ”

ANDREW LANG.
In  th e  artic le called “ Reflections on Mrs. 

P iper and T elepathy ” ( Proc. S. P. R., Vol. 
x x x v i ) Mr. L ang  says : “  W e are dealing here with a most im-
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a test sh e had described  th e  hall in her house, (which W?L 

know n to m e and Mr. L e s le y ), w ith  certain curious deJ?' 

W ould n ot D r. H od gson  argue that th is  m ight be better explain!.", 

by the h yp oth esis  o f com m unication  through her spirit, than u 

te lep ath y  b etw een  M r. L e s ley  and anybady not present who kntv 
th e  h ou se  ? Y e t , as its ow ner w as and is alive, the theory of 

sp irit is w holly  im possib le, and if not telepathy a trois, then some 

other non-spiritualist theory m ust accou n t for the facts, as fr,r 

th e  facts in M iss A n g u s’ cases.

T w ice  m y thought has (ap p aren tly  and in the absence of any 

o th ee  hypothesis known to m e ) , been “ picked u p ” by an experi 

m enter, and in neither case w as it m y  surface thought. These 

th in gs bias one in favor of th e  b e lie f that there is something 

here into which it m ay not be w aste  o f tim e to inquire.

T H E  P R O F E S S O R  G E T S  A  L I T T L E  M IX E D .

Professor Ladd, instructor in psych ology  at Yale, while 

lecturing before the senior m em bers of the c lass a short time ago, 

unconsciously “ gave h im self away ” in th is fashion :

“ N ow  let m e illustrate that point. O ne day a celebrated 

psychologist, a world-renowned psychologist, I m ight say, was 

w alking down the street when I m et a little  g irl, and I said to 

her-------”

W hat the professor said was drowned in th e  outburst of 

laughter from the students.

S Y M P A T H E T IC  V I B R A T I O N S .

T he Denver N ew s reports a pleasant and instructive talk 

w ith th e  youn g pianist, Josef H ofm ann. H e was asked whether 
an artist enjoys h is own performance, and replied that he cer-
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tainly does if he has the right audience—if there are 
dred people who know, who feel, who sympathize, 

he could tell whether the “ right audience” were 
said:

say, a nun- 
Asked how 
present, he

“ Ah, my friends, you ask too much. I do not know Xk 

one knows how the communication is made, but it is instant r  
is positive, it is as real as this table before me or the message 
you receive by the wireless telegraph.

“ I t is not what they do or say—these people who under 
stand—it is what they feel that is helpful. Between them and 

the artist a current is immediately set up. They give him power 
he gives it back to them, they return it to him ; he gives it to 

them again multiplied, and so they go on with action and reac 

tion, like the arm ature and magnet multiplying the force of the 

electric current in the dynamo.

“ W ithout such aid as I have the artist cannot possibly be 

at his best, and no amount of simulated enthusiasm by the peo 

ple who do not really understand can compensate for its absence. ”

HOME STUDY. In clu ding  Informal Talks W ith On 
R eaders, Book N otes, Corre 

spondence, etc

During the past m onth there have been a number of re 

quests for books for use in the Home Study department which 

are not on our lists. These will all be obtained as early as pos 

sible. I t  is intended to cover as wide a field as possible, and 

while care will be taken in the selection of books with the end in 

view of including the best standard works, yet it should be un 

derstood that the list will in no wise be confined to merely those
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w h ich /th in k  are best. Of personal friends and associates^  

would each of us make a somewhat different choice. Yet we 

find, in fact, our associates, instead of being the result of any 

choice, are usually forced upon us by circum stances; and our 

friends, the ones loved and needed most, are not always with us. 

When you come to look upon books and their authors as your 

friends, then you will begin to get some of their real worth. 

Then you will, at least for a part of your time, be able to choose 

your associates, and by hard work—for it is only through honest, 

patient effort that this can be gained—will you win their friend 

ship. You can thus, if desired, have always with you some of 

the world’s noblest men and women.

Some of the works added this month to the Home Study
a re :—

Mental Suggestion by J . Ochorowicz £ 200

Data of Ethics, Herbert Spencer *75

Descent of Man, Charles Darwin *75

First Principles, Herbert Spencer *75

Origin of Species, Charles Darwin *75

Other Worlds than Ours, Richard Proctor 75

The New Life, Leroy Berrier 100

Every month there are a number of inquiries as to  the mean 

ing of the word “ E ltka.” In reply to these I would say that 

the word first became known to me by its use among a few 

“ psychics ” with whom 1 was acquainted. I am informed that 

it is of Persian origin; how ancient I do not know. The two 

words from which it taken originally meant §  The Heights, ” 

“ The peak of a mountain, ” etc. This meaning gradually changed, 

in use, to convey the idea of “ a higher spiritual unfoldment. ” 

To us, for each person who uses any won} attaches to it some
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meaning of his own, it means not so much “ the height of spiritu 
al unfoldment ” as it does “ the road or way towards a higher 
realization ; ” that is, Eltka [ the magazine ] instead of being, in 
itself, the heights, is rather the path along which those travellers 
who can be companions in thought and love and deed are wend 
ing their way together towards that life of which there is in 
every human heart an ideal.

Nearly all subscriptions have been promptly renewed upon 
their expiration, and we are in receipt of many letters which 
show that Eltka is meeting with the approval of its readers. One 
subscriber, in sending a year’s renewal, says:—

“ I assure you that I greatly enjoy your magazine and cer 
tainly would not be without it for twice the price. Please be 
sure to send No. 23, as I keep the file of Eltkas for reference. 
Hoping you the success your paper certainly deserves, I remain 
a friend of Eltka. W . E. M. 'Indianola, Nebraska.

Dr. S. E. M------ , of Burton, Ohio, says: “ I received your
January number and would say that if this copy is any indication 
of the character of the ones to follow, I want it for a year, and 
herewith enclose my subscription. The article by Frank C. 

Haddock on the Psychic Culture of Physical Character is very, 

valuable. I wish you success for E ltk a /’

Back Num bers* We can furnish a few copies of all back 

numbers of Eltka, excepting Nos. 5, 6, n  and t6. When back 
numbers are desired to complete files, please be sure to order 

same by Number, not by date.

M A G A Z IN E S.

The New Thought magazine, Mixn, begun the new year 

with a number of unusual excellence. I t  opens with a  scholarly
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paper by Joseph Stewart, LL . M.f on “ Psychical Researchin 

the New Thought,” which is accompanied with a portrait and 
biographic sketch of the author by Charles Brodie Paterson 

This is followed by a most instructive article on “ The New 
Metaphysical Movement,” from the pen of Kenneth R. Forbes. 

The first of two papers by Agnes Procter on “ The Ideal as a 
Dynamic Force ” is a profound essay, and C. H . Webber has a 

fine poem called “ W hat is God ? ” The first of three articles 

on “ Spiritualism: New and O ld,” by Adelle Williams Wright, 

will be of interest not only to Spiritualists but to all who are 

interested in psychical research. W e hope, and expect, in this 

series to see some new light thrown upon the subject, and intend 

upon its completion to give our readers an extended review. 
(20 cents a copy, or $ 2.00 a year. The Alliance Publishing Co., 

Fifth Ave_, New York.)

H u m a n  C u l t u r e  is the new name adopted by L. A. Vaught 

for his monthly magazine formerly known as Human Faculty. 
Along with the new name come many other improvements, and 

the journal cannot fail to be of value to all who are interested in 

the subjects of Self Culture, Mental Phenomena, Physical De 

velopment, and Practical Character Reading. $1.00 a year. 
L. A. Vaught, Editor. 130 Dearborn St., Chicago, 1 1 1 .

Owing to the misconceived meaning of its former name, the 
Sim- WmsMper has now become T h e  Mazdazxa.v. Beginning 

with the present month one of the leading features is an illus 
trated Physical Culture Department. Rev. Otoman Zar-Adushl- 
Hanish, Editor $ 1.00 a year. 1613 Prarie Ave., Chicago, 1 1 1.

Oi

T h e  N e w  L i f  

the “ New Thou

N E W  B O O K S.

e , by Leroy Berner, is  an excellent expression 
ght ” In the opening chapter, entitled “ A
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Psychological Laboratory,” our mental faculties are analyzed, 
tested and studied in a clear and comprehensive manner. E s 
pecially docs the author in this section make clear to the reader 
what is meant by the “ consciousness ” and “ subjective conscious 
ness.” The subjects following a r e ; Fundamental Principles; 
Relation of Man to H is Environm ent; Concentration; Training 
of Thought; Purpose and Aim of Life; and Human Culture. 
Altogether the work is well w orth careful study. Handsomely 
bound in cloth; price, $ i.o o . A ddress Leroy Rerrier, 2301 
Farnam Street, Davenport, Iowa.

The Law o f  t h e  N e w  T h o u g h t ,  by  William Walker 
Atkinson, is, in our opinion, the best work yet produced by th is  
popular author. In the opening chapter Mr. Atkinson answers 
from his point of view the question frequently asked; ** W hat is 
the ‘New Thought' ? ” W e are pleased to find that the New- 
Thought, instead of being all the  absurd things which are so 
almost hysterically insisted upon by some writers, is, after all, 
very old thought indeed; and th a t th e  re ader of to-day with a 
desire for true insight will find its  deeper tru th s  clearly set forth 
in the writings of all ages. T h e  au thor shows th a t when one has 
obtained possession of the central though t—the O neness of A ll— 
that the sacred books of all religions mav be read with a new 
meaning. And among m odem  w riters, such as Shakspeare, 
Bacon, Pope, Browning and E m erson, many dark corners and 
hard sayings are, w ith the sam e key, illuminated and made plain. 
The book, which consists of sixteen comprehensive 
well worth a careful reading. C loth; 8vo.; ico  pp.

thap ter
p  *ce, $ 1.cc

The Psychic Research Co., 3835 V incennes Avc., Chicago, T l iA . .

T he L a w  o f  S u g g e s t i o n  by Santaneiii. Intended to 
include Hypnosis; What and W hy It Is, and How to Induce It; 
The Law of N ature, M ind, Heredity, etc.” Santaneiii (Mr. J. 
H. Loryea) is one of the best known American stage hypnotists 
but of his book I fear we fail to have a due appreciation. We 
hSi to find in it any of the  h igher phenomena of hypnotism; in 
fact, the subject is trea ted  in a manner quite opposite to the ones 
with which we are fam iliar. F o r  instance. I thought there was
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such a thing as “post-hypnotic suggestion,” but Santanelli SaJ 
not; he says “auto-suggestion” can only mean “a sleep-walker- 
yet I thought I could give myself a suggestion without walking 
in my sleep. I had become quite sure th a t the mind could ad 
eomplish much even during sleep, but lie says that “in sleep the 
•mind’ is inactive.” The book agrees but little with what Mr. 
Santanelli calls ‘‘the quasi ‘authorities’ ” (meaning, as near as I 
can discover, the best known writers upon the subject). Silk 
cloth; 248 pp.; fine antique laid paper; illustrated. Price, $ 1.10. 
Santanelli Publishing Co., Lansing, Michigan.

M. L. B.—You will be reasonably successful in all your un 
dertakings. Your “present course” is, for you, the correct one; and 
though there may be minor changes, yet in the main you are right. 
Your method has been founded upon your own natural character 
and is already of such a nature that it does not need correction 
by us. Simple, natural growth in the lines you have already 
chosen is best. You may expect “ the desired result,” though 
there will be changes in your desires.P  J

W. E. McC.—You have the most difficult of all lessons to 
learn: To become in harmony with existing  conditions. But 
your desires arc for the right, and when you come to look the 
thing squarely in the face and realize that the change must take 
place w ith in  you  and not with outside things—when you can 
earnestly say to yourself, “ This thing (or condition) 1  want, and 
I  w ill  f i t  myself to receive it ” — then all will become yours. 
Choose the best course open to you now and follow it steadily, 
patiently and persistently. Do not listen too readily to advice, 
and especially do not follow one set of rules to-day and another 
to-morrow. You have plenty of courage, self-reliance and ability 
and by giving heed to this paragraph you may look forward to a 
useful, happy life.

N o t h  t o  Co r r e s po n d e n t s .—-It you have written to us and 
have not yet received a reply, do not fear that your letter has 
been overlooked or slighted. Every letter, no m atter how trivial 
the subject, is given our careful attention and is answered B 
well and as quickly as possible.


